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Chicopee raises French-Canadian 
Flag for St. Jean-Baptiste Day

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE – Residents 
came together outside City 
Hall on June 23 to raise the 
French-Canadian flag in cele-
bration of St. Jean-Baptiste Day. 

Mayor John Vieau presid-
ed over the ceremony along-
side Father William Tourigny 
from St. Rose de Lima Church, 
members of the French Heritage 
Center and more. 

Tourigny reflected on how 
the Franco-American communi-

ty “has always had a very strong 
bond towards St. John the Bap-
tist,” adding he was “the herald 
of the good news” through an-
nouncing and proclaiming, “not 
just by what he said, but also by 
what he did.” 

“And so now we pray the 
intercession of St. John the Bap-
tist in our gathering today as we 
raise this flag in memory of him 
and the great faith of the Que-
bec community. Such a strong, 
vibrant Catholic faith in its his-
tory,” Tourigny said. 

Tourigny led the prayer in 
French. 

Vieau explained how Chi-
copee honors “the values of St. 
John the Baptist Day as it rep-
resents community, inclusivity 
and diversity.” 

“We understand that this 
celebration has evolved and at 
times carries political under-
tones reflecting the aspiration 
ideals of our people. It is our re-
sponsibility to acknowledge the 
historical challenges and con-
troversies and learn from them 
as we strive for a more harmo-
nious and inclusive society,” 
Vieau said. 

Jeanne Proux-Hebert re-

ceived the proclamation on 
behalf of the French Heritage 
Center, explaining “the French 
Canadians have a very rich his-
tory in Chicopee.”

“Today, we raise the Quebec 
flag to pay tribute to all Fran-
co-Americans for their accom-
plishments, contributions and 
most especially, for their indom-
itable joie de vivre spirit, which 
lives on in all of us who are 
proud to say, ‘I am French-Cana-
dian,’” Hebert said. 

 TURLEY PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVERS

(L to R) Denis Picard, Alan Berrouard, Joanne Beliveau Picard, Vincent Menard, Giselle Remillard Maloney, Doris Remillard Bea-
ugreard-Schecrellah and Marie Lamountagne pose for a group photo after the St. Jean-Baptiste Day Flag-Raising ceremony outside City Hall. 
The group has been friends for over 60 years, does lunch once a month and appreciated the city supporting the French-Canadian community. 
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Library kicks off summer reading with ChicopeeFRESH 
The summer meals 
program also begins

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE – Families 
visited the library from 3 to 6 
p.m. on June 27 for the Summer 
Reading Kickoff Party.

Throughout the event, fam-
ilies signed up for summer read-
ing and enjoyed activities includ-
ing face painting with the Boys 
& Girls Club, yoga, rock paint-
ing and bracelet making with 
Chicopee Public Schools coun-
seling services, puppets from 
CactusHead Puppets and more.

The summer meals program 
also kicked off with Chicop-
eeFRESH’s curbside cafeteria 
food truck. 

Additionally, Boomer from 
the Springfield Thunderbirds and 
Pat the Patriot from The New 
England Patriots stopped by. 

Brent Tenerowicz, the li-

brary’s youth services librarian, 
was ecstatic about the turnout.

“It’s incredible. Previous to 
the pandemic, we would always 
have big events like this and see 
tons and tons of folks throughout 
the summer for all of our summer 
reading events,” Tenerowicz said. 
“It’s slowly been getting back up 
to that and it’s just been so nice 
to be able to do these larger-scale 
events. We’re really, really look-
ing forward to getting a ton of 
folks signed up this year.”

Tenerowicz said this year’s 
reading goal is 8,000 hours.

“There’s no age minimum, 
so toddlers and babies are ab-
solutely more than welcome to 
be signed up because it’s time 
folks spend reading on their 
own or being read to,” Tenero-
wicz said. 

Sam Icklan, director of 
Community Nutrition Services 
at Project Bread, a nonprofit 
organization providing food as-
sistance to families throughout 
the state, served meals along-
side ChicopeeFRESH, Project 

Bread staff and Donna Miner, 
Chicopee High School’s kitchen 
manager.

He stressed the importance 
of children meeting nutritional 
needs during the summer. 

“So students who are re-
ceiving free or reduced price 

meals, we know that they can 
receive up to half if not more 
of their daily calories from their 
school meals. So when school 
ends, the calorie needs and nu-
tritional needs of those families 
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Game Night for 
military families held 
at the Knights of
Columbus 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierskI@turley.com

CHICOPEE – From wall 
to wall there were games being 
played at the Castle of Knights 
on Wednesday evening during 
an event tailored for the military 
community. 

Veterans Game Night had it 
all, from chess to Xbox to corn-
hole to Dungeons & Dragons 
and more. Approximately 200 
veterans, service members and 
their families attended the sec-
ond edition of the initiative on 
June 28. 

“We’ve got everyone from 
kids in strollers, a year old or 
less, and to Vietnam veterans 
sharing four hours of food and 
games and comradery so what 
more could you ask for,” Chi-
copee Director of Veteran Ser-
vices Stephanie Shaw said. 

More than a dozen com-
munity veteran organizations, 
agencies and vendors attended 
the event to spread awareness 
regarding the resources that are 
available to military members 
and veterans. There was one rule 
for those presenting: no solicit-
ing membership, donations or 
fundraising. 

Inspired by Veteran Out-
reach Program Specialist Bryan 
Doe of the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs, the first game 
night was held in March. 

When first organizing game 
night, it was expected that around 
50 people would show up, but 
the first edition surpassed expec-
tations. The June 27 initiative 
picked up where the first event 
left off. 

It was so successful that 

TURLEY PHOTO BY DALTON ZBIERSKI

Logan Scott plays a video game 
at Game Night.
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(L to R) Lennox Couture has fun with spinner art with Sarah Taylor and 
Bri Jackson, farm to school program coordinator for Chicopee Public 
Schools, at the Summer Reading Kickoff Party at Chicopee Public 
Library.  

A Castle
of Games
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Benefits report follow-up: Acting Human Resources Director resigns
A recap of everything we
know so far

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE – Acting Human Re-
sources Director Samantha Wilson re-
signed on June 20 from the city’s Human 
Resources Department.

Her resignation is the latest in the re-
port on paid insurance benefit premiums 
to employees after they died or resigned. 

In her letter to Mayor John Vieau 
and the City Council, Wilson explains 
she did not make this decision lightly and 
the HR Department “has not had a role in 
auditing the insurance bills.” 

“Although the budgetary lines do re-
side within the department’s budget, we 
do not and have not had the fiduciary re-
sponsibility or authority of benefits and 
their respective insurances. We are not 
the department where this responsibility 
has been housed, as the entirety of the 
benefits function has never been cleanly 
given over to HR, but rather held under 

the regulation of the Treasurer and Au-
ditor for medical and dental insurance, 
respectively,” Wilson said. 

To recap: on June 5, Ward 3 Coun-
cilor Delmarina López shared the report 
in a press release and during that eve-
ning’s City Council meeting, calling for 
an independent audit and investigation. 

Vieau responded, explaining the 
issue was discovered in November/De-
cember 2022 and is being corrected, add-
ing he was unsure of the facts and how 
much money was lost. 

Additionally, Employers of the 
Northeast were brought in on June 9 to 
help correct, update and look over the 
city’s process. 

Vieau expressed openness to an in-
dependent audit, including any recom-
mendations from López. 

The HR Department responded with 
a statement on June 16 explaining “the 
processes involved with managing all the 
aspects of the many insurances that the 
City of Chicopee offers are very compli-
cated.”

“Because of these complexities, and 
antiquated procedures, there are multiple 
opportunities for human error to affect 

the intended result,” the HR Department 
said. 

Wilson said the issue goes back 
further, with reports confirmed in den-
tal trust meeting minutes as far back as 
2021. 

“Legitimate scrutiny would have 
certainly identified over a decade’s worth 
of erroneous charges for resigned and de-
ceased individuals alike—and a plan for 
swift and appropriate action could have 
been taken at that time. In addition to 
regular reconciliations and audits, many 
more errors could have been prevented 
altogether with effective utilization of 
technology which has existed since at 
least the mid-2000s,” Wilson said.

Wilson defended the HR Depart-
ment from remarks made during recent 
media coverage. 

“It is insulting and absurd to pub-
licly shame a fellow department in this 
manner despite having full knowledge 
that the process and access to these ele-
ments of the benefits function is housed 
elsewhere,” Wilson said. 

She added the city “should be able 
to stand united in the face of challenge 
and adversity, to collaborate and resolve 

issues. Not to point fingers and cast 
blame.” 

“This is particularly unfortunate giv-
en the falsehood in the remarks and the 
overall lack of accountability in what ac-
tion could have prevented this from hap-
pening in the first place,” Wilson said. 

Wilson also addressed the ongoing 
issue of department turnover.

“When the volume of turnover in a 
department is this significant over the last 
two decades, it is time to look internally 
and consider what action(s) and/or inac-
tion(s) are causing this. This is not the 
norm for the Human Resources field. The 
City needs to assess its role and what is 
causing this level of turnover in the HR 
Department and what action(s) can help 
resolve this and move the department, and 
ultimately the City, forward,” Wilson said. 

Wilson’s resignation ended with 
this.

“I wish the City and the future Chief 
HR Officer all the best going forward,” 
Wilson said. 

More next week as the June 26 FY24 
budget meeting included public hearings 
with the HR Department and Treasurer’s 
Office. 

SUMMER IS HERE!
Respite Stays Available

While you plan your
summer getaway -
let us care for your 
loved one.
Bring them to us
for their own special 
time . . . while you 
enjoy yours!

CALL
ANDREA TODAY
413-567-6212 EXT 3616

18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches
Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown

Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood

Upcoming summer events at
the Chicopee Public Library
CHICOPEE – The following events 

will occur this summer at the Chicopee 
Public Library at 449 Front St. 

Summer Reading
Summer Reading (for all ages) 

starts June 26 and runs through Aug. 18, 
2023. Check the library website at www.
chicopeepubliclibrary.org  for more de-
tails (including information on programs 
for youth and families) or stop by the li-
brary for a flyer.

Chicopee library is 
FamilySearch Affiliate

The Chicopee library is a FamilySe-
arch Affiliate which means that we are a 
great resource for those working on Ge-
nealogy. The Computer Lab on the low-
er level is set aside for those working on 
genealogy on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. Stop 
by and check out our resources. 

Low Vision Computer Lab
If you or someone you know is 

blind, or has low vision, join us in the 
computer lab for our Assistive Technol-
ogy class. Our computers have Fusion 
(JAWS & Zoom Text) software or you 
can learn how to use accessibility fea-
tures on your personal devices. This 
class is taught by Chicopee resident 
Robert Baran, M.Ed. Classes are Tues-
day, July 11 and Aug. 1 from 3-5 p.m. 

Tuesday evening events
July 11 • 6 p.m. Beginner Tarot with 

Winnifred Tanetta
July 18 • 7 p.m. (Signup begins at 

6:30p.m.) Poetry and the Spoken Word 
(this night is Teen Focused)

July 25 • 6 p.m. Zentangle with 
Laura Marks

Aug. 1 • 6:30 p.m. Dealing with 
Anxiety with Personal Life Coach Chris 
Rich

Aug. 8 • 6:30 p.m. Catholic Ceme-
teries in Chicopee with historian Robert 
Comeau

Aug. 15 • 7 p.m. (Signup begins at 

6:30p.m.) Poetry and the Spoken Word.

Thursday Night Concerts
Thursday night concerts are outside 

behind the library, weather permitting. 
Bring your lawn chairs or blankets for 
seating. In the case of bad weather, we’ll 
move inside. ChicopeeTV will be record-
ing concerts this summer. We also appre-
ciate the support of the Chicopee Cultural 
Council in making these concerts possi-
ble. All concerts begin at 6:30 p.m.

July 13 – Hungrytown – folk duo
July 20 – The Nields – folk-rock 

band
July 27 – New Inca Son – Andean 

Music ensemble
Aug. 3 – Acousticca with Paul Stic-

ca – rock, country, and original music
Aug. 10 – Jumpin’ Juba – blues-

based rocke, folk and classic rock
Aug. 17 – May Garncarz – jazz, 

country and pop vocals
Concerts are supported by a grant 

from the Chicopee Cultural Council 
which is supported by the MASS Cultur-
al Council.

Chicopee Country Club will 
host American Junior Golf 
Association Tournament

CHICOPEE – The Chicopee Coun-
try Club will host the American Junior 
Golf Association Tournament from July 
3-7.  The Association is a non-prof-
it organization dedicated to the overall 
growth and development of young men 
and women who aspire to earn college 
golf scholarships through competitive 
junior golf.  Youths ages 12 to 18 will 
compete in the week long competition at 
Chicopee Country Club.

Some of the current top profession-
al golfers such as Jordan Spieth, Jus-
tin Thomas, Scottie Scheffler, Annika 
Sorenstam and many others got their 
first introduction to golf through the 
A.J.G.A. The event is free and open to 
the public.  Come see golf’s next gen-
eration of talent on display at Chicopee 
Country Club.  

Have Something to Share?
Send your stories and photos to dzbierski@turley.com

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508
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IN THE CITY
Ryan Whelihan’s unyielding determination propels him to success

By Efrain “Frankie” Cabrera-Cavette 

CHICOPEE – Ryan Whelihan, a re-
silient young man with an unwavering 
spirit, has defied all odds and emerged 
as a shining example of determination 
and perseverance. From overcoming per-
sonal setbacks to excelling academically, 
Whelihan’s journey is a testament to his 
indomitable will to make something re-
markable out of his life.

Born on Sept. 9, 2004, Whelihan’s 
early years were marked by constant re-
location, as his family shifted between 
South Hadley, Westfield, West Spring-
field, Belchertown, Granby and finally 
settling in Chicopee. The frequent chang-
es in surroundings might have been dis-
ruptive for some, but Whelihan tackled 
each transition with resilience and adapt-
ability.

Throughout his academic journey, 
Whelihan faced his fair share of challeng-
es. However, it was in Chicopee where 
his fortunes began to turn. Determined 
to succeed, Whelihan’s grades saw a re-
markable turnaround. His hard work and 
commitment earned him a coveted spot 
in the National Honor Society during his 
sophomore year of high school.

Undeterred by his past struggles, 
Whelihan graduated from high school 
with an impressive 4.0 GPA. Such an ac-
complishment speaks volumes about his 
dedication to his studies and his deter-
mination to achieve excellence. With his 
eyes firmly set on a future in the business 
world, Whelihan is set to attend Westfield 
State University to pursue a degree in 
Business.

However, Whelihan’s path to suc-
cess was not without its obstacles. In the 

seventh-grade, tragedy struck as he lost 
his beloved father. This devastating loss, 
compounded by subsequent challenges 
arising from the lack of male role models, 
left a lasting impact on Whelihan’s mental 
well-being. Nonetheless, he managed to 
find strength within himself to rise above 
these difficulties and transform them into 
sources of growth and maturity. Ryan also 
became a great athlete playing Baseball, 
Basketball, Indoor Track and Field, and 
Flag Football during his time at Chicopee 
High School. 

Whelihan’s resilience and determina-
tion have been instrumental in his person-
al development. While many might have 
allowed these hardships to define them, he 
used them as catalysts for self-improve-
ment and personal growth. His unwav-
ering resolve to overcome adversity and 
pursue his dreams sets him apart as a role 

model for others facing similar challeng-
es.

As Whelihan steps into the next 
chapter of his life at Westfield State Uni-
versity, he carries with him a powerful 
message of determination, resilience, and 
the belief that no obstacle is insurmount-
able. His story serves as an inspiration to 
all, reminding us that the strength of the 
human spirit knows no bounds.

In a world that often presents obsta-
cles and setbacks, Ryan Whelihan’s un-
wavering determination serves as a bea-
con of hope and inspiration. His journey 
of personal growth and academic success 
showcases the power of perseverance in 
achieving one’s goals. With his sights 
set high, Whelihan’s future undoubtedly 
holds great promise, and we eagerly await 
the remarkable things he will accomplish 
in the years to come.

Announce Your
Wedding or Engagement

Share Your Joy!

Email: JAMIE@TURLEY.COM by July 19th
BRIDAL GUIDE
800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

BridalBridal
GUIDEGUIDEYour wedding or engagement 

announcement will be included in our 
Bridal Guide, out August 2023 for FREE!

Bride’s Name: ___________________________________________________

Bride’s Town Residence: __________________________________________

Groom’s Name: _________________________________________________

Groom’s Town Residence: _________________________________________

Wedding Date: __________________________________________________

Wedding Location: ______________________________________________

Be sure to include a 
high resolution,

clear photograph
for printing.

Be sure to include the following with photograph:

Random Acts of Kindness 
By Barb Turcotte 

Let me start with sharing a few per-
sonal things about Elizabeth (Beth) Mur-
dock who is the Bellamy Middle School 
~ Grade 6 ~ Interim Vice-Principal. Beth 
is a lifelong resident of Chicopee with 
a blended family that includes her hus-
band and four children. She knows very 
well about giving back and personally 
has done this in various ways such as do-
nating to Relay for Life. She expressed 
another joy of hers which is sending 
cards for no reason other than to brighten 
someone’s day.  There’s nothing quite as 
special as receiving a card that includes 
a handwritten note!  

Beth reached out to me after read-
ing one of my Random Acts of Kind-
ness articles and as we were setting up 
our meeting, we’d agreed March 13 
would work.  While exchanging emails 
I told her I’d always thought 13 was a 
lucky number and she agreed revealing 
March 13 was her nine-year anniversa-
ry as a breast cancer survivor!  Certainly 
is a lucky number! She went onto ex-
plain that the doctor scheduled surgery 
for March 12 but she asked for the 13 
instead telling him that March 12 was 
her birthday. Commonalities and coinci-
dences while writing these Random Acts 
of Kindness stories are always surprising 
me! What are these odds, my birthday is 
also March 12th! 

Beth has taught in the Chicopee 
schools for 27 years and though teaching 
English to grades six through eight, 10 
years was primarily teaching the sixth-
grade.  Just this year her role changed 
to the six-grade Interim Vice-Prin-
cipal, which has approximately 268 
sixth-graders. She’s making quite a hit 
with both students and staff by introduc-
ing the ‘Kindness Award’. This began as 
a way of recognizing students who have 
done kind things not realizing someone 
has noticed.  

Every Monday morning the students 
and staff meet for an assembly called 
‘Monday Morning with Murdock’ when 
the honorees are announced. Each of 
these students receive a certificate de-
scribing their kind act, a coupon for one 
hour at Altitude (donated by a ‘kind’ par-
ent) and then the certificate is displayed 
in the hallway for all to see. She said 
they’ve enjoyed this so much the awards 
have now expanded to include all staff 
who also receive certificates for doing a 
kind act. Beth expressed, “The students 
love cheering for their teachers.” 

Students have been inspired by 
math teacher Jackie Berube because of 
her creation and donation. The capital-
ized bright white words; I am kind, I am 
thankful, I am loved, I am enough are in-
scribed on light moss green bracelets and 
worn by many.

I asked Beth if any other staff would 

like to share comments about the ‘Kind-
ness Award’, here are some of the re-
sponses.

Teachers Andrea Rizzo and Jodi 
Fortuna said, “We have found that stu-
dents who receive kindness awards have 
an increase of positivity, work harder, 
have greater attention spans, are willing 
to learn more and report a more positive 
school climate. The kindness award also 
has made our students happier and feel 
less stressed.”

Head custodian Fran Hastings told 
how the children nominated the night 
custodian Paul Giguere.  

“Although Paul received some rib-
bing from his fellow custodians, I could 
tell he was very proud of this award.  
It is always nice to have your actions 
and work ethic recognized. The awards 
brought lightness to the children’s day 
which can be overwhelming and daunt-
ing,” he said.

Beverly Wright noticed, “Students 
get excited when they see their peers be-
ing acknowledged for doing good deeds.  
They congratulate each other for a job 
well-done, inspiring others to do the 
same.”

Tori Mascaro shared, “I have noticed 
that when we recognize our students, es-
pecially when they don’t think we are 
paying attention, they want to continue 
to be the best version of themselves, and 
it helps improve classroom performance 
as well. I love seeing the look on their 
face, their reaction when their name is 
called.” 

Programs like the ‘Kindness 
Awards’ don’t just happen without be-
hind the scenes work and Beth is certain-
ly up for the task. Each week, she gives 
the staff challenges to do as an act of 
kindness and shared a couple examples 
with me. Tell each class three things you 
like about them, leave a sticky note com-
plimenting a co-worker or student and 
turn off devices and really listen.

I’m ending with another thought 
from Mrs. Mascaro, “I always hope that 
with this, they will continue to project 
kindness because kindness matters.”

Many thanks to all of you for en-
couraging positivity and kindness with 
our youth while leading by such great 
examples!

If you would like to tell me a story 
about a Random Act of Kindness please 
contact me at bdt514@aol.com or 413-
788-7514.  You don’t need one, but if 
you’d like to have a predesigned flyer 
to include with your next gesture, let 
me know. It’s a way to keep the memory 
alive long after the gesture is done.  Who 
knows, you might see your story in this 
column, ‘Just ‘Cause’ you witnessed, did 
or received something nice being done.  
See you next month with another Ran-
dom Act of Kindness!

Tykes Tuesdays back this
summer at Holyoke Mall

  HOLYOKE- Tykes Tuesday is 
back for its fourth year of summertime 
fun at Holyoke Mall Tuesday morn-
ings from July 11 through Aug. 22.

  Tykes Tuesday, sponsored by 
Rock 102, features seven weeks of 
free family activities and exclusive 
discounts on Tuesdays starting at 
11 a.m. on the lower level in Macy’s 

Court.
  The summer series includes 

STEM activities, a petting zoo, free 
admission to Altitude Trampoline 
Park, and more. The kids’ program 
is free, open to the public, and is best 
suited for children ages 12 and under.

  To pre-register go to Holyoke-
mall.com.
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OPINION

Letters to the Editor
Letters to the editor should be 250 words or less in length. No unsigned or anonymous opinions will be published. 

We require letter writers to include his or her town of residence and home telephone number. We must authenticate 
authorship prior to publication.  We reserve the right to edit or withhold any submissions deemed  to be libelous or 

contain  unsubstantiated allegations,  personal attacks, defamation of  character and offensive language.  All unknown 
or alleged facts and  quotations offered by the author need to cite credible, unbiased sources. 

Send letters to: The Chicopee Register, 
24  Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email  chicopeeregister@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions is Friday at noon.

WE CARE 
ABOUT 

YOUR NEWS!
The Chicopee Register 

welcomes submissions 
of news in or related 
to Chicopee and its 

residents. Our "People 
News," is filled with 

submitted engagement 
announcements, wed-
ding announcements, 
birth announcements, 
your new baby or news 
about your 25th or 50th 
anniversary celebrations. 
Please e-mail correspon-
dence along with a photo 

to chicopeeregister@
turley.com or send it to: 
Chicopee Register, c/o 
Turley Publications, 24 

Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

FOR ADVERTISING

413.283.8393
Fax: 413.283.7107

Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Wendy Delcamp

wdelcamp@turley.com
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Dalton Zbierski

dzbierski@turley.com
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Gotta love astilbes
I love to 

walk around my 
yard admiring the 
blooming plants. 

Within the 
last few days my 
beautiful frosty 
pink astilbe has 
burst on to the 
scene in my shade 
garden, stealing 
the show from 
what is left of the mountain laurel flowers. 

I love astilbe, and when they are happy, 
they certainly perform. They work well with 
other shade lovers - hostas and ferns come to 
mind first -off. 

The astilbe has two things going for 
it:  nice flowers and handsome leaves; traits 
desirable in the vase as well as the garden! 
Nothing is worse in my opinion than peren-
nials that bloom for a relatively short amount 
of time but leave you with drab or high main-
tenance foliage for the rest of the season. 

Not the case with astilbes, that is, as long 
as they are grown correctly. Most appreciate 
light to full shade and moist, humus-rich soil. 

They may do okay in the sun as long as 
the soil is right. Take my word that they will 
struggle in dry ground, and will be far less 
attractive than their sunny counterparts. 

For years I tried to grow a division of one 
of Mom’s plants on the north side of my old 
house. Sure, I had great shade, but no matter 
how much I watered it, the soil drained too 
readily, and it struggled until I finally gave up 
and gave it away. 

To make the first astilbe happier I should 
have amended the soil with lots of compost 
prior to planting. This can be accomplished 
easily by loosening a space in the garden 
twice the width of your astilbe and a foot or 

more deep. 
Once it is friable, add a four inch layer of 

compost on top and mix it into the soil. Now 
you are ready to plant. 

Dig a hole and position the astilbe at the 
same depth it was growing in the container, 
with the crown of the plant an inch or two 
below the soil surface. Back fill and gently 
firm down the area. 

Water well until your new plant is estab-
lished, as well as during periods of drought. 
Mulch is very beneficial to astilbes; it helps 
conserve vital moisture and reduce competi-
tion from weeds. 

If flowers become sparse or the plant 
encroaches on its neighbors, division may 
be necessary. Wait until spring, and at the 
first sign of new growth lift and separate the 
clump. 

The freshest parts of the plant will be to-
wards the edge, so be sure to replant those 
sections. No doubt you will have many gar-
dening friends ready and able to take any di-
visions you have left.

Where you place your astilbe in the bor-
der depends on the variety you are growing. 
They can range in height from less than one 
foot to over three! 

There are also numerous variations in 
flower and foliage coloration. Flowers can 
be brick red, salmon, mauve, lavender pink, 
white and many shades in between. 

Leaves can have a red or bronze tint, 
or be deep or even “electric” green. Some 
astilbe plumes are upright, while others are 
arching. 

They may be light and airy or rather 
dense. Certainly, with this many options to 
choose from there is an astilbe for each and 
every taste! 

Do try growing them along with hostas 
and ferns - a classic and hard to beat com-
bination. Another plus:  this plant is rarely 
bothered by deer or rabbits; I have both! 

But beware, it may be harvested regu-
larly for your next floral creation. It will last 
a good long time in the vase, especially if 
picked at the first sign of bloom.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 31 years she 
has held the position of staff horticulturist at 
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line. 

Working widow seeks 
to maximize Social
Security benefits

Dear Rusty: I was widowed years ago and, 
when I approached age 60, I looked into So-
cial Security survivor benefits based on my late 
husband’s record. He started receiving Social 
Security shortly before he died at $1,200 per 
month. My income at age 60 was $42,000 and, 
since Social Security would keep $1 for every 
$2 above the limit (around $15,000 at that time), 
I did not apply. 

Next year I will reach my full retirement 
age of 66½, but I plan to work until I am 70. 
Will I be able to receive full survivor benefits 
next year if I continue to work? I plan to switch 
to my own Social Security benefit at age 70, 
which will be higher than my husband received. 

Since I am waiting to apply for survivor 
benefits, will there be an increase in the amount 
I receive? I am a municipal employee and when 
I retire, I will collect from the state retirement 
system. I paid into the state retirement system 
and also paid Social Security taxes, so will my 
state pension have any impact on my Social Se-
curity?

Signed: Still Working
 Dear Still Working: Congratulations on 

having an excellent strategy for maximizing 
your survivor benefit as well as your personal 
SS retirement benefit. Once you reach your Full 
Retirement Age  next year, you are no longer 
subject to Social Security’s “earnings test” and 
can collect Social Security benefits without 
those benefits being affected by your work earn-
ings. 

Your surviving spouse benefit will be more 
because you are waiting until your full retire-
ment age to claim it. At your FRA you can claim 
your full survivor benefit from your deceased 
husband without reduction and collect only that 
while still allowing your personal SS retire-
ment benefit to grow to maximum when you 
are 70. Then, at age 70, you can switch from 
your smaller survivor benefit to your maximum 
SS retirement benefit and collect that higher 
amount for the rest of your life. Essentially, 
your survivor benefit reaches maximum at your 
FRA and your personal SS retirement benefit 
reaches maximum at age 70. 

Note that you should apply for your ben-
efits a couple of months before you wish them 
to start. For example, if you reach your FRA in 
May of next year you can apply for your sur-
vivor benefit in February or March, specifying 
that you wish your survivor benefit to begin in 
May 2024 at your full retirement age. Just be 
sure to emphasize that you are applying only for 
your survivor benefit and wish your personal SS 
retirement benefit to continue to grow by earn-
ing Delayed Retirement Credits until you are 
70.  

You cannot apply for your survivor benefit 
online, so you will need to call Social Security, 
at either the national number (1.800.772.1213) 
or your local Social Security office, to make an 
appointment to apply for your benefit as your 
husband’s widow. 

And to answer your last question, your 
state pension won’t affect your monthly Social 
Security payments because you paid Social Se-
curity FICA payroll taxes from your municipal 
earnings. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the Association Mature Amer-
ican Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained and ac-
credited by the National Social Security Asso-
ciation. NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration or any oth-
er governmental entity. To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.

EDITOR
Dalton Zbierski

dzbierski@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

Chicopee Register

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs or 
other materials submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned except upon 
specific request when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President 

DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

The Chicopee Register is
published every Friday by

Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone

(413) 283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.

@ Chicopee Register

WEB
www.chicopeeregister.turley.com

TEAM

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters



Chicopee Register  June 30, 2023  ❙   Page 5

IN THE CITY

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

SALE DATES: 6/29/23-7/5/23
CLOSED JULY 4TH

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. 
NOT YOUR AVERAGE PORK CHOP

CHULETA KAN KAN ...$399
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

1/2 PORK LOIN .........$188
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SPARE RIBS ....$202
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

BONELESS
CHICKEN THIGHS ......$299

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES FAMILY PAK

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ....$279
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ..$299

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN
BREAST 10 LB BAG ........$161

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN
WINGS 10 LB BAG ..........$149

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ......99¢
lb

USDA INSP. SMOKED
REGULAR & TURKEY

HILLSHIRE FARMS 
POLSKA KIELBASA ...$399

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKIN ON

SALMON PORTIONS ..$499
lb

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
26/30 CT 2 LB BAG ........$999

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF 
TOP SIRLOIN STEAKS

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN STORE MADE

CUT 
FREE

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. KAYEM 2 LB BOX

SKINLESS HOT DOGS $699
ea

WHOLE 
OR 

HALF

$1569
ea

20 CT BOX

HAMBURGER PATTIES
            80% LEAN

$1999
ea

3 OZ 4 OZ

$688
lb

$888
lb

BEEF 
RIB EYE STEAKSUSDA INSP. FRESH

COUNTRYSTYLE 
PORK RIBS ................$202

lb

BEEF STRIPLOIN

$588
lb

Ludlow Self Storage
50% OFF 
Your 1st Month’s Rent
With This Coupon
(For New Customers Only) 

LOWEST 
PRICES IN 
THE AREA!

ludlowselfstorage.com
291 Moody St., Ludlow, MA

413-800-6022

Attendees then joined together to 
sing the Canadian and National Anthems. 

Vieau also addressed complaints 
about the flag-raisings.

“Chicopee is a very diverse commu-
nity. I tell people to be proud of where 
they come from, their heritage whether 
it’d be your school, have pride in what-
ever it may be you do, your family, your 
friends, but of course be proud of this 
amazing city we all call home and that’s 
Chicopee,” Vieau said. “I let everyone 
know and reassure them that Old Glory 

flies proudly, highest in our center stage 
at City Hall Plaza, no matter what flag 
is risen over here at City Hall, and that 
will always be the case.” 

Hebert was humbled to receive the 
proclamation.

“It means everything. There’s such 
a rich history and a rich part of the city 
contributed so much to the develop-
ment of the city. We’re just so happy 
and proud that we can recognize all the 
French Canadians for their contribu-
tions to the city,” Hebert said. 

Hebert’s sister, Marie Proux-Med-
er, published a book called “Growing 

Up French” in January 2023, comprised 
of interviews with French-Canadian im-
migrants and enjoyed the ceremony. 

“It’s fantastic to see the turnout 
and that people take such pride in their 
French heritage,” Meder said. 

Giselle Remillard Maloney attend-
ed the ceremony with friends. They’ve 
all known each other for over 60 years 
and grew up in the same neighborhood. 

Maloney said the flag-raising 
means a lot to the French-Canadian 
community.

“We came here today because we 
felt we were kind of a lost nationality. 

We’re kind of never spoken about and 
we did have a big impact with the cities, 
with Chicopee, Holyoke and Spring-
field,” Maloney said. 

Alan Berrouard also appreciated 
the ceremony. 

“It’s about time French get some 
recognition. It’s good because all the 
other nationalities are getting it, and 
you don’t hear too much about that Ca-
nadian side anymore, you know, and it 
was a big part of this city,” Berrouard 
said. 

The ceremony concluded with He-
bert raising the flag. 

HOLYOKE/WORCESTER – Girl 
Scouts of Central and Western Massa-
chusetts is thrilled to announce it has re-
ceived a three-year, $165,000 grant from 
the Women’s Foundation of Boston. The 
grant will fund the expansion of the “It’s 
a Girls World” community based program 
that encompass STEM, Financial Literacy, 
Healthy Living, and Mental Health Well-
ness programs.

GSCWM is one of 10 nonprofits that 

exclusively serves women and girls award-
ed in WFBoston’s 2023 grant cycle and 
one of 3 grantees who serve women and/
or girls in Massachusetts Gateway Cities.

“Historically as a society, we have not 
done enough to build women and girls’ 
confidence in their academic, athletic, 
leadership, and financial abilities, all of 
which are priorities for the organizations 
we support and help scale,” said Christi-
na Gordon, Co-Founder and CEO of the 

Women’s Foundation of Boston. “It is cru-
cial that we continue to invest in nonprof-
its, especially those operating in our Gate-
way Cities, giving them the ability to serve 
thousands of women and girls in need of 
our support.”

According to Jamie Mahon, GSCWM 
Fund Development and Marketing Manag-
er, “this generous grant enables us to ex-
pand what we’ve been doing in Worcester 
County and allows us to serve more girls, 

meeting them where they are, in communi-
ties that may experience gaps in access to 
resources and programming.”

Girl Scouts of Central and Western 
Massachusetts plans to bring It’s a Girls 
World to Chicopee, Holyoke, Pittsfield, 
Springfield and Westfield.

To inquire about It’s a Girls World, 
or to join, volunteer, donate or reconnect, 
contact GSCWM at  info@gscwm.org  or 
visit www.gscwm.org.

Girl Scouts of Central and Western Massachusetts awarded $165,000

St. JOHN-BAPTISTE DAY from page 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Mayor John Vieau joins Jeanne Proux-Hebert to raise the French-Canada flag as attend-
ees take photos and applaud during the St. Jean-Baptiste Day Flag-Raising ceremony 
outside City Hall. Proux-Hebert received the proclamation from Vieau during the ceremo-
ny on behalf of the French Heritage Center. 

 (L to R) Jeanne Proux-Hebert and Marie 
Proux-Meder pose for a photo with the may-
or’s proclamation after the St. Jean-Baptiste 
Day Flag-Raising ceremony outside City Hall.

A copy of Marie Proux-Meder’s book 
“Growing Up French” was on display af-
ter the St. Jean-Baptiste Day Flag-Rais-
ing ceremony outside City Hall. The book 
is a collection of interviews about the 
lives of Franco-Americans who were 
French Canadian immigrants. 

REMEMBER TO RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER



Page 6   ❙ June 30, 2023 Chicopee Register

IN THE CITY

HIRING 
DRIVERS

We are looking for caring 
individuals to provide safe 
and efficient transportation on 
our team of School Bus Drivers 
serving the communities of 
Agawam, Hampden, East
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, West Springfield,
Wilbraham and Southwick.

Currently licensed CDL School Bus Drivers
We also offer FREE, paid CDL License Training

Apply online at LPVEC.ORG
Call 413-789-3291 or apply in person at 

384 SHOEMAKER LANE, AGAWAM

BENEFITS

• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account 

for health care & dependent care

*Typical routes average 25-30 hours 
per week,  mornings and afternoons 
each school day

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 21 years of age
•  Valid driver’s license for at
 least 3 years
• Must be able to obtain a MA 
 CDL Permit with Passenger 
 and School Bus Endorsements
• Must be able to pass a background 

check,  drug test and DOT physical

TRAINING 
PROGRAMS 

START 
IMMEDIATELY

Paid CDL Training

We are looking for caring
individuals to provide safe
and efficient transportation on
our team of School Bus Drivers
serving the communities of
Agawam, East Longmeadow, 
Granville, Hampden, 
Longmeadow, Ludlow, 
Southwick, Tolland,
West Springfield and Wilbraham.

BENEFITS
• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account
 health care & dependent care

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 
 21 years of age
• Valid driver’s 

license for at
 least 3 years

HIRING 
DRIVERS

We are looking for caring 
individuals to provide safe 
and efficient transportation on 
our team of School Bus Drivers 
serving the communities of 
Agawam, Hampden, East
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, West Springfield,
Wilbraham and Southwick.

Currently licensed CDL School Bus Drivers
We also offer FREE, paid CDL License Training

Apply online at LPVEC.ORG
Call 413-789-3291 or apply in person at 

384 SHOEMAKER LANE, AGAWAM

BENEFITS

• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account 

for health care & dependent care

*Typical routes average 25-30 hours 
per week,  mornings and afternoons 
each school day

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 21 years of age
•  Valid driver’s license for at
 least 3 years
• Must be able to obtain a MA 
 CDL Permit with Passenger 
 and School Bus Endorsements
• Must be able to pass a background 

check,  drug test and DOT physical

TRAINING 
PROGRAMS 

START 
IMMEDIATELY

Apply online at LPVEC.org
Call 413-789-3291

In Person at 384 Shoemaker Lane, Agawam

and those students don’t just disappear,” 
Icklan said. “So when school ends, those 
students still need a source of reliable foods 
and that’s one thing that school meals and 
summer eats really provides.”

Melanie Wilk, food service director 
for Chicopee Public Schools, said the sum-
mer meals program will have numerous 
sites throughout Chicopee, including the 
high schools, library, Lincoln Grove, Ray 
Ash Park and many more. 

Wilk appreciates the community’s 
support. 

“It’s awesome. Chicopee is just the 
most supportive community. They just re-
ally always come out big for these sort of 
things so we just love to do it for them,” 
Wilk said. 

Wilk added when people come out for 
summer meals, it also supports their pro-
grams.

“So definitely come out and have a 
meal! You can come out any of the times 
that are listed on our website or visit the 
truck at one of the parks and just come out 
and get a meal and have some fun,” Wilk 
said. 

Bianca Thomas signed her children 
up for summer reading to make sure they 
stay on track, adding they are reading early 
reading books.

“They love anything about animals, 
about sea creatures and stuff that the big 
brother can read to the little sister,” Thom-
as said. 

Thomas loves the library staff.
“The staff is so friendly here. It defi-

nitely keeps us coming back. They always 
have different activities every week like 
LEGO activities, different superhero stuff 
and being a resident of Chicopee, you 

know, it’s nice to have that. It’s an open 
space, a safe space,” Thomas said. 

Thomas wants residents to know the 
library has many free activities and events 
and to keep reading.

“Keep ‘em reading. Keep ‘em active, 
keep them reading a book,” Thomas said. 
“There’s always something for every age 
group.” 

For the summer meals schedule, visit 
https://www.chicopeeps.org/food-services-
lunch-menus-9a435aad. 

organizers, including the Springfield Vet 
Center, local veterans’ service officers 
and several veterans’ organizations, have 
decided to make it a quarterly event. The 
next one will occur in October.

Shaw was impressed by the number 
of children who were in attendance on 
Wednesday. 

“I think what the kids bring is those 
parents who need connectivity,” she said. 
“It’s great to provide an opportunity for 
parents to get out with their kids and play 
new games or make new friends, and we 
all walk in the door knowing everyone 
else in this room is a veteran or a military 
family, so we know we have stuff in com-
mon, so the conversations pick up easily.”

Craig Hall came from the Hartford 
Vet Center to speak to veterans in Chicop-
ee at game night. He credited organizers 
for being extremely creative and not-
ed that the family-friendly environment 
made it more likely for veterans to arrive 
with their children. 

Hall noted that events like game night 
are “off the beaten trail” and that you 
don’t hear about veterans getting together 
to play games often.

“It’s just a different way to get the 
people who are isolating out and do some-
thing. A lot of people who isolate play 
games so something like this is a way to 
get those vets to come out, be more social 

and find out about the resources that are in 
the community,” Hall said. 

Leigh Paz, a transition patient ad-
vocate for the VA, agreed that it was im-
portant for the kids to have a good time 
because they “help bring the veterans out 
of the house.” 

Paz was present to share information 
about healthcare resources the VA offers 
that veterans might now know about. He 
was thrilled to see so many others arrive 
with a similar goal.

“Everyone here has the same mis-
sion: take care of veterans,” he said.

Leigh Paz represented the VA at Game 
Night. 

TURLEY PHOTOS  BY DALTON ZBIERSKI

Jackson and Ruth play chess during Game Night. 

SUMMER READING from page 1

A group of military members and their families play a game in the Castle of the Knights 
on Wednesday. 

GAME NIGHT from page 1

Brent Tenerowicz, youth services librarian at Chicopee Public 
Library, helps a family sign up for summer reading programs during 
the Summer Reading Kickoff Party at Chicopee Public Library

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Carolyn Dion leads residents in yoga during the Summer Reading 
Kickoff Party at Chicopee Public Library.

 (L to R) Jahniya Reed, onboarding & 
training coordinator at the Chicopee Boys & 

Girls Club, Isaiah Guzman, Jaimie Water-
man, nutrition coordinator at the Chicopee 

Boys & Girls Club, and Xavian Guzman 
get ready for face painting fun during the 

Summer Reading Kickoff Party at Chicopee 
Public Library. 
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Aldenville’s offense falls short against Monson

Pioneers suffer first 
loss this season

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW— Since the start 
of the 2019 regular season, the 
Seacoast United Phantoms are 
the only USL-League two team 
who have been able to beat the 
Western Mass. Pioneers at Lu-
sitano Stadium.

The Phantoms knocked the 
Pioneers out of the 2022 playoffs 
with a 1-0 extra time victory in 
the Eastern Conference semifi-
nals.

With the score tied 1-1 

in last Friday night’ match-up 
between the archrivals, Sea-
coast retook the lead during 
the 62nd minute and they were 
able to celebrate a 2-1 road 
victory at Lusitano Stadium.  
“This result really hurts a lot 
because we clearly performed 
better than they did in tonight’s 
match,” said Pioneers head 
coach Federico Molinari. “You 
win soccer games by scoring 
goals. We just didn’t score more 
goals than they did.” 

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE—Despite hav-
ing runners on base in six of the 
seven innings that they batted, 
Aldenville Post 337 only scored 
one run in last Wednesday 
night’s Senior Legion baseball 
game against Monson Post 241.  

Monson, who scored all 
their runs in the fifth inning, re-
mained undefeated with a 3-1 
win at Szot Park in Chicopee.

“This was a low scoring 
game against a very good Alden-
ville team,” said Monson man-
ager Steve Tripp. “We only had 
runners in scoring position in a 
couple of innings, but we were 
able to capitalize on them. It was 
a fun game tonight.”     

The road win improved 
Monson’s record to 3-0, while 
Aldenville, which draws play-
ers from Chicopee, Chicopee 
Comp, Holyoke, and South 
Hadley high schools, had a 2-2 
record.

“I thought it was a great 
pitcher’s duel tonight,” said Al-
denville manager Mason Scott. 
“We just had one bad inning 
defensively, which wound up 

hurting us.”   
Monson righthander John 

Mumper won his second game 
of the Legion season. He went 
the distance allowing one run on 
six hits with eight strikeouts. He 
only issued one walk and threw a 
total of 82 pitches.

“Johnny was lights out 
again tonight,” Tripp said. “He 
just pounds the strike zone and 
changes speed well. He just 
pitched a great game. I couldn’t 
say enough good things about 
his performance on the mound.”     

The home team had a golden 

opportunity to take a 1-0 against 
Mumper, who was the ace of the 
Ware High School pitching staff, 
in the bottom of the first inning.

Second baseman Luis Deje-
sus hit a grounder to the Monson 
third baseman leading off the 
bottom of the first inning. He 

wound up at third base following 
a throwing error. 

After Mumper struck out 
the next batter, shortstop Nathan 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Noah Stone sends a throw back to 
the infield.

Christopher Reardon fields the bouncer to third. Brady Burnett starts for Aldenville.

Harley Kagan cracks this shot to 
deep right center.

 Tigers holding own in Tri-County
CHICOPEE – The Chicopee Falls Tigers started out the 

Tri-County Baseball League season with a bang, but have had 
some difficulty recently, falling to 8-5 on the season. But their 
eight wins are still good for second place and 16 points in the 
league, two points behind PeoplesBank. The Bankers have 
played three less games and stand at 9-1 for the year. The Tigers, 
who draw many of their players from throughout the region, last 
defeated 413ATC 5-4. The Tigers are next in action on July 6.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY JACK CASCIO NEAP.SMUGMUG.COM

LJ Denette stretches to hit this shot towards third.

Brendan Fournier delivers during the first.
Chip Chipman scrambles to grab this errant foul off 
third.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Lucio Berron passes up the field.

See LEGION page 8

See PIONEERS page 9

Connor Bagdon follows through 
on a pass forward.
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Carillon hit a flyball that was caught by 
Monson right fielder Ty Miller. His throw 
to the plate bounced away from catcher 
Dylan Sutkaitis. The ball was picked up 
by Mumper. He tossed it back to Sutkaitis, 
who put the tag on DeJesus for the final 
out of the frame.

“That was a huge play in the bottom 
of the first inning,” Tripp said. “If they 
scored a run there, they would’ve been all 
fired up. The key thing was Johnny back-
ing up the play.”      

Aldenville left two more runners on 
base in the second inning. 

“We just need to capitalize on our 
scoring chances,” Scott said. “That’s been 
one of our problems so far this season.”  

Meanwhile, Aldenville lefthander 
Brady Burnett, who graduated from Chi-
copee High School on June 2, retired the 
first nine Monson batters that he faced.

“Brady’s performance was stellar to-
night,” Scott said. “He’s a very good lefty 
pitcher for us.”

Monson shortstop Hunter Griswold 
broke-up Burnett’s perfect game bid by 
lining a single into left field leading off 
the top of the fourth inning. After steal-
ing second base, Griswold was thrown out 
trying to steal third by Aldenville catcher 
Nikolas Misiaszek. 

With two outs in the frame Sutkaitis 
drew a walk and designated hitter Don Al-
len reached on an infield hit before Bur-
nett escaped the jam with a flyball out. 

Burnett wasn’t as fortunate in the fol-
lowing inning.    

After Monson loaded the bases with 
two outs with the help of a fielding error, 
Miller knocked home two runs with a sin-
gle into right field.

“Ty fouled off a couple of pitches 
before getting the base hit in the fifth in-
ning,” Tripp said. “That was the biggest 
hit of the game.”   

Brayden Mega, who was hit by a 
pitch, also scored on the play following a 
throwing error. 

Burnett, who allowed three unearned 
runs on four hits, was replaced on the 
mound by righthander Race Drobiak in 
the sixth inning.

Aldenville ended Mumper’s shutout 
bid in their final at bats.

Centerfielder Devan 
Santos led off the bottom 
of the seventh inning with 
a double down the right 
field line. He scored when 
right fielder Nathan Serra-
no grounded into a field-
er’s choice play. 

The home team 
couldn’t score any more 
runs against Mumper.

Monson lost 6-5 to 
Belchertown Post 239 in 
their home opener, last 
Friday night.

  

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISING

Retailers and small 
local businesses put the 
lion’s share of their local 

advertising in newspapers. 
They know which media 

truly moves their products. 
Besides that, Google’s 

research shows that half of 
online shoppers are more 

likely to buy products they’ve 
seen in the paper.

Works!Works!

Williams gets another big win in Open Modified Series
THOMPSON, CT — Ronnie Wil-

liams used a late caution to win the Ice-
breaker 125 for the Outlaw Open Modified 
Series at Thompson Speedway back in 
April. Wednesday night, Williams didn’t 
need a late caution - he did it in dominat-
ing fashion. Williams took the lead ear-
ly and rolled to the win after holding off 
Chris Pasteryak and on a flurry of late re-
starts. The victory came in the first of the 
summer Dash For Cash 50-lap, $5,000 to 
win races for the Outlaw Open Modifieds 
at the Connecticut oval in 2023.

Williams had a tough challenge on 
the final restart with Pasteryak closing in 
on the back bumper. Pasteryak was close 
on the final lap when the field took the 
white flag, but got loose off turn two and 
had to settle for second. Joey Mucciaccia-
ro posted a strong third-place finish with 
Kurt Vigeant and Swanson finishing the 
top-five.   

Former Thompson champion Nick 
Johnson rolled to victory in the 25-lap 
Late Model race, taking the lead using 
the bottom lane. Johnson passed Mat-
thew Lowinski-Loh for the second spot 
on the bottom, then passed Devin De-
shaies for the lead just before halfway. 
Although Lowinski-Loh was closing in 
during the final laps, Johnson was able 
to seal the win. Lowinski-Loh finished in 
second, with Andrew Moelleur wrapping 
the race in third.   Oddly enough, even 
though Johnson won the championship in 
the Late Models in 2019, it was his first 
career track Late Model win, he said in 
Victory Lane.

The New England Supermodifieds 

rolled into Thompson to supply pure 
speed and power and it was a dominant 
performance by Ben Seitz. The driver of 
the No. 11 jumped out to the lead passing 
Anthony Nocella for the top spot and nev-
er looked back en route to picking up the 
dominating victory. Danny Bowes was 
second and Rob Summers third at the end 
of their 30-lap feature. 

Tyler Chapman collected the ex-
tra-distance prize in the SK Light Mod-
ifieds at the end of their 30-lap feature, 
worth $750 to win. Much of the middle 
portion of the race saw Chapman chasing 
Danny Cates for the lead, with Alexander 
Pearl not far behind in third. Chapman 
would pass Cates for the lead with just 

under 10 laps remaining and go unchal-
lenged the remainder of the laps to win. 
Cates would lose second to Pearl in the 
final laps, but the two did complete the 
podium. The division not only had extra 
laps and extra prize money, but also in-
field pitting during the race for the first 
time during their Thompson tenure. 

Corey Fanning made it two-for-two 
on the 2023 season in the Limited Sports-
man, outlasting a stout group of contend-
ers during a wild green-white-checkered 
finish to take the win in the 30-lap Eden-
Raffety Clash For Cash. The $750 to win 
race looked to be in the control of Ryan 
Waterman as the field took the white flag, 
but a caution for a spinning car in turn 

four slowed the race and set up the dash 
to the finish with a green-white-check-
ered. Waterman and Chicolas brought the 
field down for the green with Waterman 
jumping away with the lead into turn one. 
When the field hit turn one after taking the 
white flag a lap later, contact between Wa-
terman and Chicolas sent Waterman drift-
ing up the track sideways. Chicolas took 
advantage to grab the lead, but Fanning 
snagged the bottom lane and drag-raced 
him for the lead down the backstretch and 
Waterman rallied to chase them both in 
third. Off turn four to the checkered, Fan-
ning jumped out to control and crossed 
for the win. Chicolas was second and Wa-
terman third. 

It was a dominant type of night for 
Kyle Wing in the Mini Stocks. Wing won 
his qualifying heat in dominant fashion, 
then followed it up by leading all 15 laps 
to win the Mini Stock feature race. It was 
his first career win in racing, he said in 
Victory Lane. Kevin Moore crossed the 
stripe second and Glynn Roy in third. 

Thompson Speedway Motorsports 
Park’s oval track is promoted by the 
American-Canadian Tour and Pro All Star 
Series again in 2023. The track will return 
to racing action on Wednesday, July 26, 
with the Twisted Tea Open Modified Dash 
For Cash round two, set for 50 laps and 
$5,000 to win. The SK Light Modifieds 
will run double features, while the Late 
Models, Limited Sportsman and Mini 
Stocks will also be in action. Racing be-
gins at 6PM and a full schedule of events 
will be released one week prior to race 
day. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Ronnie Williams captured a win in the Outlaw Open Modifieds.

LEGION from page 7

Luis DeJesus gets the ground ball to his 
glove.

Nathan Carillon swings and 
fouls off a pitch.

Blue Sox hit tough skid, lose four straight
HOLYOKE – The Valley Blue Sox 

were defeated by the Danbury West-
erners on Sunday by a score of 9-5 The 
team fell to 8-8 on the season.

It was a tale of two halves of this 
game for the Blue Sox. Danbury jumped 
out to an early 3-0 lead after an early 
two-run-homer. Valley was able to fight 
back in the bottom of the fifth inning, 
scoring two runs making it a 3-2 game. 

Danbury quickly increased their 
lead, scoring six combined runs in the 
sixth and seventh innings. The Western-
ers hit three home runs in this game after 
none had been hit in MacKenzie Stadi-
um in the first nine games at home this 
season. 

Terry Murray started for the Blue 
Sox and struck out four batters in four 
innings, allowing three runs. 

Harrison Durow and James Vaughn 
both pitched two innings out of the bull-
pen, allowing three runs each.

Zach Cameron pitched a clean top 
of the ninth, with one strikeout. 

Right Fielder EJ Kreutzmann broke 
out of a slump today, batting 2-for-4 
with a double and two RBIs.

The utilityman Michael Zarrillo 
also went 2-for-4 with an RBI double.

Last Saturday evening, the Blue 
Sox were defeated by the North Shore 
Navigators by a score of 4-0. 

Valley was limited to just four hits 
thanks to solid pitching from start to 
finish from the Navigators. North Shore 
starter Nate Espelin pitched six shutout 
innings. Espelin had no strikeouts on the 
night, but was able to force soft contact 
and limit traffic on the bases, stifling 
Valley’s offense. 

Kurt Thomas started the game for 
the Blue Sox, and pitched four innings, 
allowing three runs and four walks, with 
no strikeouts. 

The ball was turned over to Thomas 
Ballard who pitched two innings, allow-
ing one run off of two hits while striking 
out four batters.

The back end of the bullpen contin-
ued to shine for the Blue Sox, with Mi-
chael Weidinger and Jason Arrigo both 
tossing shutout innings. Both pitchers 
struck out two batters in their inning of 
work. 

Eliot Dix went 2-for-2 on the night, 
reaching base in all three of his at-bats. 

Matt Bergevin went 1-for-2 with 
two walks, continuing to see the ball 
well at the plate as he has all season.

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SPORTS TEAMS
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IN THE CLASSROOM

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a 
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who 
understands how town government works to join our 
team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge 
plus, and any experience in community journalism is 
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities 
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and 
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills, 
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 
journalism and who can envision themselves 
connecting with our communities, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:  
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
• A determination to get the story, whatever it 

might be
• Equally comfortable writing hard news, features 

and event coverage
• Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 

deadline-driven environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style 

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be
 a good fit for this position and send it along with a 

resume and three writing samples to 
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
JOB OPENING

Last Friday’s setback was the Pio-
neers first regular season home loss since 
June 22, 2018, when they lost to Black 
Rock FC.  

The Pioneers also lost a home match 
to Flower City Union, who are from 
Rochester New York, in the 2022 Lamar 
Hunt U.S. Open Cup.

The Pioneers (5-1-3) have posted 
a 1-1-2 home record this season. Their 
only victory at Lusitano Stadium was a 
3-0 shutout win versus the Boston Bolts 
in the home opener, which was played on 
a rainy night in the middle of May. The 
Pioneers do have a 4-0-1 road record. The 
road tie came in the first meeting of the 
regular season with Seacoast, which end-
ed in a 1-1 draw.

“Our home matches have been disap-
pointing this year,” Molinari said.  “The 
ball has been going into the net in our 
away games, but for some unknown rea-
son it hasn’t been going into the net at 
home.” 

The Pioneers and the Phantoms also 
faced each other in the 2021 Eastern Con-
ference semifinals at Lusitano Stadium. 
The Pioneers advanced into the finals that 
season by outshooting the Phantoms, 5-4, 
in a penalty shootout.

“This isn’t a very easy place to win a 
soccer match,” said Seacoast head coach 
Alex Ryan following last Friday night’s 
match. “We had a very good game plan 
and my players played very hard in to-
night’s match.”

Seacoast United, who took over sole 
possession of first place in the Northeast 
Division table, played their second match 
in a span of 48 hours. The Phantoms post-
ed a 3-1 home win versus Boston City FC 
last Wednesday night. Their trip to Lud-
low took a little longer than they expected 
because of traffic.

“It did take us a little while to get 
down here this afternoon because the traf-
fic was really bad,” Ryan said. “We also 
played a match two nights ago. We played 
very well in tonight’s match.”      

Seacoast grabbed a 1-0 lead during 
the 18th minute of the opening half when 
Taig Healy split a pair of defenders be-

fore firing a low breakaway shot into the 
back of the net past Western Mass. goalie 
Gianluca Cersosimo (4 saves) for an un-
assisted goal. 

A couple of minutes later, Western 
Mass. forward Alec Hughes blasted a 
shot that deflected off the face of Seacoast 
goalie Jackson Lee (4 saves), who laid 
on the ground for several minutes before 
coming out of the game.

“Jackson has a slight concussion and 
we’re going to have him checked out by 
a doctor,” Ryan said. “Our back-up goal-

ie (James Lowell) came in and did a very 
good job for us. We do have a couple of 
very good keepers.”     

Late in the first half, another shot at-
tempt by Hughes was deflected over the 
endline by Lowell, who was credited with 
five saves, resulting in a corner kick. 

Jared Smith also had a free kick for 
Western Mass before the first half ended. 

Three minutes into the second half, 
Augustine Boadi gave the home fans 
something to cheer about.  After gain-
ing possession of the ball 
at midfield, Boadi drib-
bled down the middle of 
the field before firing a 
low shot into the left cor-
ner tying the score at 1-1. 
“We were down at half-
time and we really wanted 
to tie the score early in the 
second half, “said Boadi, 
who faced a couple of his 
Boston College teammates. 
“I just the ball coming to-
wards me. Then I had a 
lot of open space and Alec 
drew the defender away for 
me. Then I fired a shot into 
the net, and it felt very good 
scoring the tying goal. It 
got us back into the game.”      

The contest remained 
tied until Ted Cargill 
scored the go-ahead goal, 
which was assisted by Aus-
tin Brummett, during the 
62nd minute.

The home team had 
several scoring chances 
during the final 25 min-
utes of regulation, but they 
couldn’t tie the score again.  

“It’s always tough 

whenever you lose, especially at home,” 
said Pioneers captain Nicholas Obber-
auch. “We had several opportunities, but 
we couldn’t put any of them away. We just 
need to keep working hard during the rest 
of the season.” 

After playing a road match against 
Pathfinder FC on Tuesday night, the Pi-
oneers will be looking to start another 
home winning streak when they host the 
Albany Rush at 7 p.m. on Friday night. 

PIONEERS from page 7

Rodrigo Saraiva de Castro makes a quick 
pass.

Colleges announce 2023 Spring Dean’s Lists and Graduates
Chicopee students make

WNEU 2023 
Spring 2023 Dean’s List

SPRINGFIELD – Western New En-
gland University recently named over 
570 students to the Spring Semester 2023 
Dean’s List. The following are from Chi-
copee: 

Benjamin Shirely is majoring in Cre-
ative Writing.

Emily Fountain is majoring in Ele-
mentary Education/Math Science Teacher 
Prep.

Breanna Lowery is majoring in Polit-
ical Science.

Dominic Folta is majoring in Politi-
cal Science.

Cory Waring is majoring in Psychol-
ogy.

Julie Mason is majoring in Psychol-
ogy.

Vincent Mason is majoring in Actu-
arial Science.

Isabella Dyurteyev is majoring in Bi-
ology.

Kali Kowal is majoring in Biology.
Bailey Prendergast is majoring in Bi-

ology.
Brandon FormyDuval is majoring in 

Construction Management.
Owen Hurler is majoring in Criminal 

Justice.
Karissa Lambert is majoring in Crim-

inal Justice.
Michael Bozetka is majoring in 

Criminal Justice.
Nicholas Messer is majoring in 

Health Sciences.

Anthony Mezzetti is majoring in In-
formation Technology.

Lukasz Soja is majoring in Finance.
Colby Liswell is majoring in Market-

ing.
Brian Wiener is majoring in Sport 

Management.
Jonathan Garcia is majoring in Civil 

Engineering.

HCC announces 
Spring 2023 Dean’s List

 
HOLYOKE – Each semester Holy-

oke Community College recognizes supe-
rior scholarship through the Dean’s List. 
A student is placed on the Dean’s List if 
their G.P.A. is 3.2 or higher. The students 
listed below are from Chicopee and have 
earned Dean’s List honors for the Spring 
2023 semester.

From   Chicopee: Mia Annayah 
Almodovar, Jada Marie Andino, Anas-
tasia Antipieva, Zachary Ryan Baraba-
ni, Kennedy Ann Baxter, Alicia Rose 
Beaton, Sophia Ann Bolston, Shalene 
B. Bracetty, Sarah Jamie Buckley, Na-
tacha Marie Candanedo, Jouset Eman-
uel Caraballo, Jacky Chan, Kostiantyn 
Chernytskyi, Cher L. Condino, Melody 
Nicoll Cryderman, Paulette Nancy Cry-
derman, Caleb Raymond Dion, Michelle 
Dostie, Nathaniel Isaac Dumas, Chris-
topher Fondakowski, Zoe Marie Fyden-
kevez I, Sarah Geffin, Theodore Joseph 
Gordon, Lynn Ann Gregoire, Aidan 
Michael Guertin, Victoria Margarite 
Guilmette, Jenna Nicole Hajdamowicz, 
Ashley Hebert, Chonvee Heng, Alexan-
der Ryan Hines, Mackenzie Marie Jen-

kins, Matthew Ian Lagares, Elisabeth 
Loiselle, Edward Anthony Mercure Jr., 
Amanda N. Moralez, Tanner William 
Parrow, Tracy Deih Parsons, Hanna May 
Patrick, David Christopher Perez, Ely-
sia Marie Pete, Steven Michael Placzek, 
Michael Polanco, Alexis Vega Prescott, 
Hailey Shea Prive, Nitasha Marie Qui-
nones, Arling Marina Reyes, Lance Lou-
is Rice, Jazmin J. Rivera, Loretta Marie 
Rix, Nathan S. Roberts, Jessica M. Robi-
enczak, Breana Rynn, Amelia Wiktoria 
Sadowski, Heidi Schmalenberg, Priscil-
la Soler, Renee Marie Soucy, Hailey P. 
Stepno, Annmarie Theresa Swaby,  Isa-
bel Cristina Teixeira, Caleb Arthur-Onil 
Wales-Petit, Sydney Rose Wietecha, Ki-
anna Autumn Wilson and Allison Judith 
Woods.

American Internationa
College awards degrees

SPRINGFIELD – American Interna-
tional College in Springfield has awarded 
degrees to 364 undergraduate, graduate, 
and doctoral students in 2023. Congratu-
lations to these recent graduates.

The following local students from 
Chicopee have been awarded degrees 
from AIC:

Onaysia Martinez, Doctor of Physi-
cal Therapy

Amanda Chen, Master of Science in 
Nursing

Savana Hennessey, Certificate of Ad-
vanced Graduate Study

Alan Josefiak, Certificate of Ad-
vanced Graduate Study

Christine Murphy, Master of Science 

in Nursing
Judy Nham, Master of Science in 

Nursing
Andrew Boyer, Bachelor of Science 

in Business Administration
Iris Correa Berly, Bachelor of Sci-

ence
Darius Diaz, Bachelor of Science
Brianna Fontaine, Bachelor of Sci-

ence in Nursing
Jessica Heredia, Associate of Arts
Meghan Kalbaugh, Bachelor of Sci-

ence in Nursing
Ariana Martel, Bachelor of Science 

in Nursing
Karen Roy, Bachelor of Science
Isabella Spear, Bachelor of Science

Brayden Stallman 
graduates from

Muhlenberg College

ALLENTOWN, PA – Celebrating 
Muhlenberg College’s Class of 2023, a 
resident of Chicopee, Brayden Stallman, 
graduated Magna Cum Laude with a B.A. 
- Bachelor of Arts Degree in the Theatre 
Major and Media and Communication 
Major.

Nathaniel Whitehead graduates 
from Lasell University

NEWTON – Nathaniel Whitehead of 
Chicopee graduated from Lasell Univer-
sity with a Bachelor of Science in Health 
Science.

Purchase a photo that recently 
ran in one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P1319EA
Estate of:

Anna Mary Midura
Date of Death: 09/21/1993 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Lauralyn J Carlson 
of Hampden, MA request-
ing that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Lauralyn J Carlson of 
Hampden, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve on the 
bond in unsupervised admin-
istration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 07/21/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-

ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: June 23, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

06/30/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P1312EA
Estate of:

Joseph J Midura

Date of Death: 07/04/1973 
CITATION ON 

PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Adjudication of Intestacy 
a n d  Ap p o i n t m e n t  o f 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by Lauralyn 
J Carlson of Hampden MA 
requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Lauralyn J Carlson of 
Hampden MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of  said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in unsupervised administra-
tion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 07/20/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: June 22, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

06/30/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. HD23P1017GD

In the interests of 
Javion Rivera 

of Chicopee, MA 
Minor

NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 05/15/2023 
by Jorge O Rivera of Union, 
NJ will be held 08/02/2023 
02:40 PM Review Hearing. 
Located: Judge Hyland 
Virtual: Go to Zoomgov.
com or call 646-828-7666, 
ID 1615070715

2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by filing 
a written response to the 
Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to:

File the original with the 
Court; and

Mail a copy to all inter-
ested parties at least five 
(5) business days before the 
hearing.

3. Counsel for the Min-
or: The minor (or an adult on 
behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel 
be appointed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: 
If you are a parent of the 
minor child who is the sub-
ject of this proceeding you 
have a right to be represent-
ed by an attorney. If you 
want an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and if 
you give proof that you are 
indigent, an attorney will be 
assigned to you. Your request 
for an attorney should be 
made immediately by fill-
ing out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel 
form. Submit the application 
form in person or by mail at 
the court location where your 
case is going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Min-
or at Hearing: A minor over 
age 14 has the right to be 
present at any hearing, un less 
the Court finds that it is not 
in the minor’s best interests.
Date: June 14 2023

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

06/30/2023

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD23P1313PM

In the matter of:
Anita Gondek

Of: Chicopee, MA
RESPONDENT

(Person to be Protected/
Minor) 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT 

OF CONSERVATOR OR 

OTHER PROTECTIVE 
ORDER PURSUANT TO 

G.L. c. 190B, 
§5-304 & §5-405

To the named Res pondent 
and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been filed 
by Odette A Greenberg 
of Summerville, SC in the 
above captioned matter 
alleging that Anita Gondek 
in need of a Conservator or 
other protective order and 
requesting that Odette A 
Greenberg of Summerville, 
SC (or some other suit-
able person) be appoint-
ed as Conservator to serve 
Without Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is disabled, that 
a protective order or appoint-
ment of a Conservator is nec-
essary, and that the proposed 
conservator is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with 
this court. 

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
a.m. on the return date of 
07/20/2023. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to 
file the written appearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ-
ten appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you. In addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense.

Witness, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: June 22, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

06/30/2023

Sale Of 
Motor Vehicles

Under G.l. C.255 Sec. 39a
 Notice is hereby given by 

Interstate Towing, Inc.  pursu-
ant to the provisions of G.L. 
c. 255, section 39A, that on 
July 29, 2023, at Interstate 
Towing, Inc. the following 
Motor Vehicles will be sold 
at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon 
for storage, towing charges, 
care and expenses of notices 
and sale of said vehicles. 

2007 Freightliner Conventonal
Vin: 1FUJA6CG37LW04186
Carmotion Llc
220 William Street
Belleville, NJ 07109

2014 Freightliner Cascadia 
125
Vin: 3AKJGLDR1ESFK1048
Settlemyer Freight Solutions/2 
Soldiers Trucking
839 Royal Oak Way
Elgin, SC 29045

2018 Vanr Trailer
Vin: 5V8VC5324JT808372
Settlemyer Freight Solutions/2 
Soldiers Trucking
839 Royal Oak Way
Elgin, SC 29045

2016 Freightliner Cascadia

Vin: 3AKG-
GLD58GSGE4609
Gm Express Logistics Llc
151 Western Parkway
Irvington, NJ 07111

2017 Utility Trailer Mfg Base
Vin: 1UYVS2536HG801308
Gm Express Logistics Llc
151 Western Parkway
Irvington, NJ 07111

2010 Nissan Sentra
Vin: 3N1AB6AP5AL658112
Casandra Mary Carlow
10 Pine St
Framingham, MA 01702

2009 Kia Sportage
Vin: KNDJF723497563107
Michael Augello
3 Colliers Ct
Jackson, NJ 08527

2000 Lexus Rx300
Vin: Jt6hf10u8y0133487
Christopher Walsh
259 Ichabod Road
Southbury, CT 06488

2006 Toyota Rav4
Vin: JTMBD33V966009369
Ninoshika Santiago
135 Temby St
Springfield, MA 01119

2003 Honda Accord
Vin: 1HGCM56623A069587
Valeria Pellicier Acevedo
183 Chestnut St Apt 2
Holyoke, MA 01040

2009 Honda Accord
Vin: 1HGCP36899A021364
Jennifer Meek
11 Irma Ave # 1
Watertown, MA 02472

2011 Honda Insight
Vin: JHMZE2H73BS000828
Roman Catholic Bishop Of 
Springfield
Bx 1730
Springfield, MA 01102

2002 Honda Cr-V
Vin: JHLRD78822C039546
Yesenia Rosario
23 Rochelle St Apt 1
Springfield, MA 01109

2020 Tesla Model 3
Vin: 5YJ3E1EB7LF790546
Jacob Waitze
115 Sullivan Farm Rd
New Milford, CT 06776

2004 Honda Accord
Vin: 1HGCM72624A009005
Angel Zaragoza
7 Winchendon St
Springfield, MA 01109

2003 Cadillac Deville
Vin: 1G6KD5Y936229903
Lamonte Price
19 Kenneth St, Apt B4
Hartford, CT 06114

2005 Toyota Prius
Vin: JTDKB20U557004898
Chloe Grubbs-Saleem
58 Stanley St
Amherst, MA 01002

2008 Ford F150
Vin: 1FTRF12288KE13536
Emily Brunelle
17 Park Ave, Apt 3
Whitman, MA 02382

2019 Dodge Grand Caravan
Vin: 2C4RDGEG9KR529613
Joseph Rodriguez
2600 Loop 410 Apt 905
San Antonio, TX 78217

2012 Nissan Altima
Vin: 1N4AL2AP2CC174907
Jose Pantoja
77 Elm St Fl 2r
Holyoke, MA 01040

2004 Volvo Xc90
Vin: YV1CZ91H141037984
Roger Avery
999 Read St Apt 407
Attleboro, MA 02703

06/23, 06/30, 07/07/2023

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. This 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news staff that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

The editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

The successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

This full-time position with flexible schedule is 
based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a staff writer and 
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write 
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven 
   environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience 
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
TWO END TABLES, one coffee 
table, cherry wood finish, good condi-
tion, $75 each or all three pieces for 
$200. Call 413-547-8811.

TAG SALE
TAG SALE: JULY 1ST & 2ND, 
9am-5pm. Household items, some 
antiques, power tools, mechanics 
tools, tig welder, many items to see. 
26 Aspen St., Ware MA. Rain or 
shine.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, 
Crocks, Jugs, Pottery, Costume 
Jewelry, Toys, Games,coins, ster-
ling, Glassware, Silver-plated items, 
watches, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOF-
ING. Established 1976. New re-
roofs and repairs. Gutter cleanings 
and repairs. Licensed/ insured. Call 
(413)967-6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & 
refinishing - cane, fiber rush & 
splint - Classroom instructor, 20+ 
years experience. Call Walt at 
(413)289-6670 for estimate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, 
plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All 
ceiling textures. Fully insured. Ja-
son at Great Walls. (413)563-
0487

**MINI SPLITS OR HIGH EFFI-
CIENCY HEAT PUMPS = MASS 
SAVE REBATES!!!** Take advan-
tage of MASSIVE rebates from Mass 
Save when we install a new Mini Split 
and High Efficient Heat Pumps - Just 
Call, Text or Email !!!! 413-282-
8181

**Willing to travel all 
areas of Western MA 

Western Mass Home Repair
Offering all repairs, services, construc-
tion and consultation ** Licensed and 
Insured !
Call - Text - Email with any questions - 
We are here to help!

westernmasshomerepair@
gmail.com

413-282-8181

ELECTRICIAN
RESIDENTIAL WIRING EV 
charging stations, HVAC mini splits, 
no job too small. Call Dave Rhodes 
(413)204-7575, Master Electrician 
License #16887A

EVENTS
WINTERGARDEN FARMS AN-
TIQUES AT WINTERGARDEN 
FARMS just 15 minutes from the heart 
of Brimfield July 4 through July 10 9:00 
am to 5:00 pm daily by appointment 
only, including evenings. 359 Stafford 
Road (Rte 32), Monson, Mass. Call 
(413)539-1472 to make an appoint-
ment or stop by. The barn is packed with 
great merchandise!! Keep watching for 
updated photos at www.antique-
satwintergardenfarm.com

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST Decks, Porches, Doors, 
Windows, Repairs, Cement repairs, 
asphalt repairs, mulch, stone and 
screened loam, vinyl fence. BBB ap-
proved .Tim (413)563-2229

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING 
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Spring clean-up and lawn repair
Weekly mowing and
 yard maintenance

Landscape installation and restoration
Shrub trimming, pruning,

 and mulching
Call or text 413-266-9975

Insured - Commercial and Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

TUNE UPS

CHINCHILLA’S FOR SALE $80.00 
or best offer. Call or text 413-523-
6002

MAINTENANCE POSITION For a 
reliable, self-starter Handyman Call Bill 
at 413-563-7154

PER DIEM FRONT DESK.
Great place to work our front desk 

staff is averaging 10 years and 
counting! This is a part time per-diem 
position, 10-20 hours a week, includ-
ing weekend coverage. Retirees en-

couraged to apply. Send a resume to: 
The Gardens of Wilbraham, 2 Lodge 
Lane, Wilbraham, MA 01095. Email: 
mchisholm@thegardensofwil-

braham.com. Fax: 413-596-5320.
Managed by Athena Communities, 

EOE.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
FIREFIGHTER/EMT The Town of Wil-
braham is looking to fill a vacancy for 
Firefighter/EMT. For application and 
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov.  Open until 
filled. EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

SERVICES

Read your local newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com
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IN THE CITY

A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT TO

WWW.TURLEY.COM

Fall Foliage
Scenic Tours
Apple Orchards
Family Fun
Pumpkin Patches

autumnautumn
2023

Local Autumn
Activities,

Day Trips &
Family Fun

Your Guide for

Place your ad
in New England’s

Autumn Activity Guide
CONTACT YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY!

NEW LOOK

NEW SIZE
Contact Your Turley Rep Today!

413.283.8393
ADVERTISING DEADLINE:

AUGUST 16, 2023
PUBLICATION DATE: 

SEPTEMBER 13, 2023 

Leave fireworks to the professionals, say public safety leaders
Fires, damage caused by illegal 
fireworks rebounded in 2022

 
STOW— After a record-setting num-

ber of fireworks-related fires in 2020 and 
a sharp decline in 2021, fireworks inci-
dents in Massachusetts rebounded last 
year. Massachusetts State Fire Marshal 
Peter J. Ostroskey and State Police Col-
onel John E. Mawn, Jr. are reminding 
residents to leave fireworks to the profes-
sionals this summer.

Fireworks-related fires and explo-
sions in Massachusetts skyrocketed at 
the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
jumping from 57 in 2019 to 189 in 2020. 
These numbers declined significantly in 
2021, when 80 incidents were reported 
statewide.

In 2022, however, Massachusetts 
fire departments reported 106 fires and 
explosions attributed to fireworks, an 
increase of nearly a third over the prior 
year. More than half of these incidents 
took place in the week of July 4, 2022. 
All told, the fireworks-related incidents 
last year caused 38 injuries and $414,279 
in damages – more than double the prop-
erty loss caused by fireworks in 2020. 

“Every single year in Massachusetts, 
people are hurt and property is destroyed 
by illegal fireworks,” State Fire Marshal 
Ostroskey said. “As we count down to 
the weeks when most of these incidents 
occur, we’re reminding everyone that 

fireworks are illegal because they are 
dangerous. There will be plenty of per-
mitted fireworks displays this summer, 
so stay safe and leave fireworks to the 
professionals.”

Last year, joint enforcement efforts 
by the Massachusetts State Police and 
Department of Fire Services led to about 
40 criminal summonses for violating the 
state’s fireworks laws. They also took off 
the streets nearly 3,000 packages of aeri-
al shells, cakes, fountains, bottle rockets, 
large rockets, Roman candles, sparklers, 
and other dangerous, illegal devices 
worth upward of $46,000. Those en-
forcement efforts will resume this year.

“The unlicensed possession, use, and 

sale of fireworks are illegal in Massachu-
setts,” said Colonel Mawn. “Massachu-
setts law requires the confiscation of any 
illegal fireworks we encounter, even if 
legally purchased elsewhere. Massachu-
setts State Police will seize any illegal 
fireworks that we discover during routine 
traffic stops and other activity. And with 
our local and state partners, State Police 
will be conducting targeted enforcement 
efforts to intercept illegal fireworks com-
ing in from out of state.”

Officials emphasized that fireworks, 
including sparklers, are especially un-
safe around children. Sparklers burn at 
temperatures of over 1,800° Fahrenheit – 
hotter than the melting point of glass and 

aluminum. According to a 2021 report 
from the U.S. Consumer Product Safe-
ty Commission, “there were an estimat-
ed 1,600 emergency department-treat-
ed injuries associated with firecrackers 
and 900 with sparklers” in 2020. This 
accounted for almost 10% of all fire-
works-related injuries that year.  Of those 
900 injuries from sparklers, 44% were to 
children under the age of 5. Sparklers 
burn at such high temperatures that they 
can easily ignite combustible materials 
even after they are extinguished: in Dra-
cut last summer, nine people were dis-
placed after careless disposal of sparklers 
started a three-alarm fire in their home.

Unfortunately, fires, explosions, and 
injuries caused by fireworks are not a new 
phenomenon. Massachusetts fire depart-
ments reported nearly 1,000 fires related 
to illegal fireworks between 2013 and 
2022, officials said. In addition to the 42 
fire service injuries, five civilian injuries, 
and $2.5 million in damages attributed 
to these fires, Massachusetts medical 
facilities reported about 30 severe burn 
injuries extending to 5% or more of the 
victims’ bodies that were caused by ille-
gal fireworks.

The Department of Fire Services 
posts a list of permitted municipal 
fireworks displays and updates it each 
week through the summer. To view the 
list – and to learn more about the dan-
gers of illegal fireworks – visit the DFS 
website.

AGAWAM- The Agawam Communi-
ty Artists and Artisans invite the commu-
nity to the unveiling of the New England 
Mosaic on July 6, from 5-7 p.m. at Crest-
view Country Club, 281 Shoemaker Lane.

The New England Mosaic is a 24-
foot fine art wall made up of 240 individ-
ual canvas tiles that captures the beauty 
and diversity of New England life. The 
tiles range from fine art paintings to fabric 
art to metal art to multimedia expressions 
of the artist’s love of New England. 

Free canvases were supplied to com-
munity members by ACAA and Scantic 
River Artisans through a grant from the 
Agawam Cultural Council and the Massa-
chusetts Cultural Council. Local libraries 
in Agawam, Southwick, West Springfield, 
Springfield, and Westfield distributed 
them to the community to create original 
art. 

Returned canvas tiles now comprise 
the New England Mosaic wall of art. To-

gether community artists have created 
this diverse and unique piece of com-
posite art every bit as beautiful as New 
England.

Following the Crestview event, the 
mosaic will be on display at the West 
Springfield Public Library featuring a re-
ception for artists on July 19 at 6 p.m. The 
mosaic will also be displayed at the Aga-
wam Public Library on July 24.

 The mosaic will finish being dis-
played at the Pioneer Valley Art Festival, 
ACAA’s fourth annual arts and fine crafts 
festival, Aug. 26 - 27, at the Polish Amer-
ican Club in Agawam. 

Individual canvas tiles will be sold at 
the unveiling and at the Pioneer Valley Art 
Festival with net proceeds going to fund 
local art scholarships. Community mem-
bers throughout the Pioneer Valley, both 
professional artists and amateurs, have 
donated their time and talent to create this 
art wall.

The New England Mosaic July 6 
at Crestview Country Club

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Ceil Rossi, Agawam Community Artists and Artisans President proudly unveiled the 2022 
New England Mosaic in Aug. of 2022 at the Crestview Country Club. 

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Chicopee Register


