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Boys & Girls Club hosts

The showcase full of artwork and
designs from club members.

See page 3 for full story
and more photos.

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE — The race
for the Senate is on, and last
Wednesday, July 8, 79-year-
old incumbent Sen. Ed Mar-
key (D) took the stage in the
first televised debate against
challenger 47-year-old Rep.
Seth  Moulton (D-MA-06),
right here in Western Mass.

This was the first offi-
cial debate between the can-
didates, as the state primary
election fast approaches, on
Sept. 1, with early voting be-
ginning on Aug. 22.

The debate included pan-
elists from multiple local me-
dia outlets.

Markey, the incumbent,
is seeking another six-year
term. He was first elected to
the House of Representatives
in 1976 and has served in the
Senate since 2013. If victori-

ous, Markey
shared this
would be
his last year
running for
re-election.

“I need
one  more
term to
finish  the Sen. Ed Markey (D)

agenda, this
progressive agenda,” Markey

said. “And then I will step
down. But we need to com-
plete the agenda. We need
Medicare For All, we need a
Green New Deal, we need to
make sure that we are fighting
for every family who is out
there who justifiably feels that
they have been left behind.”

Moulton argued it’s time
for a new generation of Dem-
ocratic leadership.

“A lot of people in Mas-
sachusetts feel like they don’t
have a voice in politics, and

they’re
struggling
to afford
basic
needs, and
we need
a fighter,”
Moul-
ton said.
“We need
some -
one who’s going to change
the playbook, invest in a new
generation of the years, and
start making Democrats win
again.”

Rallies for both candi-
dates took place prior to the
debate.

When Moulton first ar-
rived, he explained that this
is the sixth time he has been
in Western Mass, reinforcing
the congressman’s emphasis
on the region’s importance
throughout the Common-
wealth as the race continues to

Rep. Seth Moulton
(D-MA-06)

tighten.

“Being here in Western
Mass is huge, it’s where my
uncle [Andy] grew up, it’s
where my chief of staff went
to school, my district director
grew up here, so as you can
see Western Mass has been
always close to my heart,”
Moulton said.

He then pivoted to share
how he feels that the region
has been “left behind” by
politicians in Washington and
Boston alike.

“I'm here and have been
because you deserve a senator
who shows up, and I will con-
tinue to show up; that’s why
I’m hosting a town hall/watch
party in Chicopee tonight,”
Moulton said.

It was later revealed that
the Moulton campaign took a
stake in the city as the Rum-
bleseat Bar & Grille, which
hosted the congressman and

his supporters to field addi-
tional questions and watch
and react to the debate live,
which was his 50th town hall
across the state.

When Markey showed
up, he cited the list of local
endorsements he has gar-
nered, revealing a few such
as Holyoke Mayor Joshua
Garcia, Chicopee Mayor John
Vieau, and countless others,

“I have consistently de-
livered for Western Massa-
chusetts, and I’m looking for-
ward to being able to tell that
story,” Markey said.

It’s Showtime
The highly-contested
Democratic Primary debate
featured a plethora of nation-
al issues, as well as a variety
of local topics, such as the re-
cent influx of local hospitals

Please see SENATE, page 5
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Council
allocates
$219K for

analysts

The money stems from
the FY 2027 Tax Levy.

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - Mayor
John Vieau and the City
Council took a direct mea-
sure to enhance safety
across Chicopee during the
board’s July 7 meeting.

The council approved
a mayor’s appropriation of
$219,000 to hire three an-
alysts from the Hampden
County Sheriff to assist
with operations at the city’s

Please see COUNCIL, page 5

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The com-
munity gathered at Raymour
& Flanagan in West Spring-
field on July 10 for a Bingo
Night to support the Friends
of RiverMills Senior Center.
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supports Friends of RiverMills

Besides enjoying fun
rounds of bingo, attendees
also participated in raffles for
prizes and enjoyed food ca-
tered by American Classics
Catering.

The fundraising event
raised $2,750.

Friends President Mike
Wilk explained the group was

} [ ¥
Members and staff
from the Friends of
RiverMills Senior Center,
the RiverMills Senior Center
and the team at Raymour
& Flanagan with the
check from the Bingo
Night event.

excited to partner again with
Raymour & Flanagan for the
event.

“We have partnered with
Raymour & Flanagan in the
past to do fundraising events
such as this bingo. They do
four to five events a year for

Please see BINGO, page 6

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - The li-
brary hosted one of the
founding members of Ohke-
teau, Jasmine Rochelle
Goodspeed’s  presentation
on Native Americans and
the Revolutionary War on
July 7.

This presentation was
designed to show the time-
line of the Revolutionary
War from the perspective
of Native Americans, to re-
veal the atrocities that were
committed by the colonists
of America. Goodspeed
presented quotes from fa-
mous documents, such
as The Declaration of In-
dependence, that helped
show context to how Native
people were being treated
during the revolution.

Goodspeed also
touched on famous stories
such as Matoaka, or Poca-
hontas.

“Pocahontas  was
name of affection, she was
a beloved member of
community, and sweet
child. Matoaka was a
child when she was
stolen away from
her family, brought
to England, forced
to marry a white
man, forced to
bear his children,
and forced to re-
main in a place
she did not know
as she died far too
young,” Goodspeed
said. “For me, she is
one of our first miss-
ing and murdered In-
digenous women.”

Throughout the
presentation, Good-
speed encouraged at-
tendees to do their own
research, respectfully ask
questions and attend pow-
WOWS.

Please see LIBRARY, page 3

Library hosts ‘Native Americans
and The Revolutlonary War’

TURLEY PHOTO BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA
Jasmine Rochelle Goodspeed
and CPL Assistant Director
Anne Gancarz at Goodspeed’s
presentation, “Native Amer-
icans and The Revolutionary
War.”
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City of Chicopee purchases Exchange Street property

CHICOPEE - On July 10,
the City of Chicopee finalized
the purchase of the Westfield
Bank buildings located at 219
and 225-233 Exchange Street.
The facility will serve as the
new administrative offices for
Chicopee Public Schools.

The property is move-in
ready, located on a public bus
route, and provides sufficient
space to accommodate all
School Department admin-
istrative offices. Its central
location near City Hall and
other municipal resources will
improve accessibility and co-
ordination among city depart-
ments.

The School Administra-
tion plans to relocate from its

current leased offices at Du-
long Circle to its permanent
home on Exchange Street over
the summer, minimizing dis-
ruption during the school year.

The approximately 1.27-
acre property, situated in the
heart of Chicopee Center, of-
fers ample parking for staff
and visitors, is fully accessi-
ble, and features well-main-
tained buildings.

Following a comprehen-
sive space and needs assess-
ment, the Exchange Street
facility was determined to best
meet the district’s administra-
tive requirements.

The building includes pri-
vate offices, conference rooms,
numerous workstations, break

rooms, a large training room,
storage areas, dedicated IT
space, and mechanical rooms.
The new location will also
allow the School Department
to consolidate administrative
functions that were previously
housed at multiple locations
throughout the city.

The City purchased the
property  for  $2,360,000,
along with the furnishings for
an additional $20,000. Thanks
to the City’s strong financial
planning and the support of
the City Council, the purchase
was made directly using avail-
able municipal funds.

“This was a total team
effort, from the needs assess-
ment and RFP process to the

reviews, title examination,
and funding of this purchase,”
said Mayor John Vieau. “I am
proud of our collective ability
to provide this centrally locat-
ed office, bringing greater effi-
ciency and convenience to the
parents, students, and families
of Chicopee.”

The transaction was facil-
itated by The Colvest Group
on behalf of Westfield Bank.
Both organizations worked
closely with the City through-
out the process, accommodat-
ing numerous site visits by
City officials, members of the
City Council, School adminis-
trators and staff, and various
inspectors. The City extends
its appreciation to The Colvest

City to begin
reviewing,
considering
quarterly
real estate
tax billing

CHICOPEE - May-
or John Vieau has recently
appointed a task force team
to begin reviewing and con-
sidering changing the real
estate tax billing process.
This process would change
from bi-annual real estate
tax billing to quarterly bill-
ing. This decision comes
from the recent ballot

Group and Westfield Bank for
their cooperation and profes-
sionalism.

Dr. Marcus Ware, Super-
intendent of Chicopee Public
Schools, emphasized the ben-
efits of the new location.

“This new facility will al-
low the School Department to
work more closely with City
departments, creating better
coordination and more effi-
cient operations for residents,
parents, and, most impor-
tantly, our students,” said Dr.
Ware. “Having departments
located closer together will
make it easier to serve the
public and strengthen collab-
oration across City govern-
ment.”

Chicopee Public Library hosts programs for kids and families

CHICOPEE - Each
month the Chicopee Public
Library hosts a variety of free
programs for children, teens,
and families. The Youth Ser-
vices Department provides op-
portunities for entertainment
and enrichment that promote
literacy and explore creativity.
Here is the slate of events for
July 2026.

It’s Summer Reading
Season! Did You Read Today?
The annual Summer Reading
Challenge is on. Read every
day from June 24 — Aug. 14.
Read anything and everything,
sign up to track your reading
progress with Beanstack or on
paper or both, and come to the
library for creative activities
and exciting performances!

The ChicopeeFRESH
Community Kitchen food
truck will be in the library
parking lot distributing free
meals to kids 18 and under

every weekday from 1:30 to
2 p.m. June 29- Aug. 14. Grab
your lunch and come inside
for a place to eat and may-
be some activities at Lunch
Club, weekdays 1:30-2ish in
the Children’s Room Activity
Room.

Join us on Thursday Af-
ternoons from 2 to 3 p.m. for
a creative activity. Activi-
ties will rotate depending on
weather and availability. Up-
dates on what we will be do-
ing will be posted every Mon-
day. Check for updates on our
social media and in the Kids
Room.

Summer Dance Par-
ty will be on Tuesdays, July
21 at 10:30 a.m. Moving and
grooving for kids and their
caregivers. Geared toward
ages 0-8, but all are welcome!
45 minutes to one hour of
energetic activity including
singing and dancing, action

rhymes, and playing with
props like scarves and shakers.

Summer Storytime will
be held on Tuesdays July 28
at 10:30 a.m. Listen to some
read-aloud books, do some
rhymes and songs and en-
joy a craft or activity. This
mixed-age storytime is geared
towards 0-8 and should have
something for everyone to en-
joy. July 14 will be Beach Sto-
rytime, with a paper sandcas-
tle craft. July 28 will be about
Dandelions.

Come to a magic show
with Ed Pop on Wednesday,
July 15 at 2 p.m. This fun and
funny show is great for all
ages.

Chinese Acrobat, Li
Liu will amaze and astound
with her feats of strength and
grace while telling stories of
her childhood in China and
her long career as an acro-
bat. Wednesday, July 22 at 2

p-m.

Learn to make Balloon
Flowers with Ed the Wizard
on Friday, July 24 at 10:30
a.m. Using professional Q260
Latex Twisty Balloons, pa-
trons will learn the art of Bal-
loon Twisting. Individual help
is provided as needed, child
or adult! Best for ages 7 and
up. Younger siblings are wel-
come, but they will need an
adult to help them.

Wildlife on Wheels will
be here on Wednesday, July
29. Meet animal ambassadors
from Springfield Zoo in Forest
Park. Learn about the animals,
including their special adap-
tations, habitats, behaviors,
diets and status in the wild.
Space is limited, registration
is required, please sign up for
session 1 at 1 p.m. or session
2 at 2:15.

We will have a Garden
Storytime at Rivers Park on

non-binding question from
the election in November
2025.

In November of 2025,
there was a non-binding
question on the ballot re-
garding switching the bi-an-
nual real estate tax billing
to quarterly billing. The
results were 56.065% yes
(2,599 votes) and 43.95%
no (2,038 votes). The ques-
tion was brought to the bal-
lot after a vote from the city
council. However, it has
been a discussion topic for
years, as many surround-
ing cities and towns have
implemented quarterly real
estate tax billing.

This task force will
review requirements, re-
sources, policies, proce-
dures, benefits, costs, and
impacts of any move from
bi-annual to quarterly bill-
ing. The task force mem-
bers appointed by Mayor
John Vieau are:

* Frank Laflamme, City
Council President
* Sandra Peret, City Col-

Friday, July 31 at 11 a.m.

This will be a storytime
collaboration with our friends
from Chicopee Fresh happen-
ing at 41 Meadow Street in
Chicopee.

Teens

All teen events are for
ages 11-18. Space is limited
and not guaranteed. Doors
will close 15 min after the start
time.

Join ChicopeeFRESH at
the library on Monday, July 27
at 6:30 p.m. for a tasty evening
of Yogurt Bowls! Learn about
some yummy, and healthy,
additions you can mix into
yogurt to make a filling snack,
then get to try it by creating
your own yogurt bowl!

Visit our website
for more info about all
of the library’s events!
www.chicopeepubliclibrary.
org.

Parade Committee announces Fall events

CHICOPEE - The St.
Patrick’s Parade Com-

mittee of Chicopee is %
4

planning two events

in the fall to support its
participation in the 2027
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Pa-
rade Committee.

The third annual De-
signer Purse Bingo will be
held on September 12, 2026,
at the Portuguese American
Club, 149 Exchange St., Chi-
copee. All guests must be 18
years of age or older. Doors
will open at 4pm. Games will
start promptly at 5 p.m. Priz-
es for the lucky winners will
be designer handbags.

Admission is $35, which
includes 10 bingo card games
and a door prize entry ticket.
Dabbers will be available for
purchase. Additional bingo
card games can be purchased
during the event. Tables of
eight can be reserved for
$240.00 and must be paid
in full no later than Sept. 2.
Checks should be made out
to Chicopee Parade Commit-
tee and mailed to P.O. Box
495 Chicopee, MA 01021,
or brought to 1 Central Ave.,
Chicopee during regular busi-
ness hours (8:00 AM - 5:00

LOWER PRIGES
T0 BOOS

YOUR BUDGET’

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

COUNTRY STYLE

INFLATION

(11111 —

PM) Monday thru Thursday.
Attendees are welcome

to bring snacks but must pur-
chase beverages from the bar.
Tickets for donated baskets
will be available for pur-
chase. Photos will be posted
on the committee’s Facebook
page for those interested in
a preview of the prizes. For
more information or to re-
serve a table, call or text Aliv-
ia @ 413-378-5694 and leave
a full name and good contact

# where you can be reached.
New this year: A Golf
Tournament will be held on
Saturday October 3, 2026, at
the Chicopee Country Club,
1290 Burnett Rd., Chicopee.
Fee is $120 per Golfer which
includes 18 holes of golf with
cart, lunch and dinner. Cost
is $440 per foursome. Dinner

$1 39

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS....

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

GENTER CUT PORK LOIN

CHOPS or ROAST......ceeeens
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s BEEF SHORT RIBS
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USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ITALIAN MARINATED
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PROVOLONE CHEESE . SRS
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MARINATED BONELESS

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BOURBON BBO

CHICKEN BREAST ....0o.o P B 02

SALE DATES:
7/16-7/22/26

USDA INSP.

USDA INSP.
GROUND FRESH DAILY
DIET LEAN

GROUND BEEF 5.8

only tickets may be pur-
chased for $40. There
are also sponsorship
opportunities  avail-
able from $100 through
$1000. For more informa-
tion or to register, call 413-
531-5161 or e-mail Chicop-
eeSPCgolf@gmail.com.
Links to register for
both of these events will be
set up through zeffy and post-
ed on the committee’s Face-
book page at https://www.
facebook.com/chicopeespc/.
More information will be
posted as it becomes avail-
able. Proceeds will support
the Chicopee contingent’s
participation in the Holyoke
St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

The St. Patrick’s Pa-
rade Committee of Chicopee
strives to promote Irish pride
and culture through its many
events. For over 70 years, the
committee has organized the
annual Colleen Contest and
Coronation Ball, constructed
the Colleen’s award-winning
float, and awarded scholar-
ships to young women who
plan to further their education
at a college or university.

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BEL
LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOINS 10 5. pas

HOLYOKE - The Holy-
oke Community College
Foundation has awarded
$405,000 in scholarships to
students for the 2026-2027
academic year.

The HCC Foundation
awarded 438 scholarships to
422 incoming, current, and
transferring HCC  students.
Some students received mul-
tiple scholarship awards. In-
dividual awards range from
$500 to $5,000.

HCC  celebrated this
year’s recipients and donors
at a scholarship reception on
May 14.

The HCC Foundation is
a 501(c)(3) that works to ad-
vance the college’s mission,
vision, and values. Found-
ed in 1968 as the Friends of
Holyoke Community Col-
lege, in response to a dev-
astating fire that forced the
college to rebuild on a new
campus, the Foundation now
manages assets of more than
$20 million, the largest com-
munity college foundation
endowment in Massachusetts.

An alphabetical list of

$-| 87

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS -015.0:c /5%

COOKIE DOUGH PIE 22 07 swssssss

499

STUFFED CLAMS 20 02,.nnnnenn 2 O 22

BUY DIRECT FOR

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP ¢reat for
T1/90 CT L. 846 wesammmrsssssns

f 90 Meat Outlet@
HOURS: Moré Wed. 8-4

SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE

2/ 5900

90 Avocado St.
Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

HCC Foundation awards .
$405K in scholarships :

lector
e Laura McCarthy, As-
sessor
Marie Laflamme, Trea-
surer
Tammy Shaefer, Senior
System Analyst IT
» Dawn Fortin, System
Analyst IT
* Ron Rivet, Director IT
* Tiana Steffenhagen, City
Auditor

scholarship recipients and
their specific awards can be
viewed on the HCC website
at hce.edu/scholarships-2026:

Chicopee: Mia Almo- ] ) ,
dovar, Corey Blinn, Hailey * Michael Pise, Mayor’s
Bowen, Kimberly Burke, Chief of Staff

The realistic time-

Yesenia Cancel, Agnes Cen-
teno, Keisha Chretien, Vin-
cenzo Dandridge, Amanda
Dugas, Estefany Duron Me-
jia, Nadia Folegnani, Christo-
pher Fondakowski, Elizabeth
Guerinot, Jesamei Gutierrez,
Alex Hicks, Hannah Hurl-
er, Donnellia Jackson, Dan- . 1
ielle Johnson, Isabella Jones, solution for residents.

Malali Kabir, Nicole Lazio, _In addition,  state
Karena Linzi, Briana Liswell, gp1de11nes outline specific
Isabel Lopez Castro, Brandon bllhl}g procedures, due date
Malave, Nashabel Martinez, requirements, and approv-
Angie Martinez, Hailee Ma- al processes that munici-
son, Xiana Medina, Khalil palities must follow when
Melendez, Luz Mendoza, implementing a quarterly
Ethan Ortiz, Hayden Platten, tax system, adding further
Rivera Rivera, Derek Rolon, qomplex1ty to th? transi-
Natalie Sliwa, Savannah Soja, tion. For more 1nf9rma—
Alexander Soto, Nathan Szu- tion on quarterly‘ billing,
kala (two awards), Sook Yew we encourage residents to
Tang, Genesis Torres, Yanitza visit the Division of Local

Torres, Alexa Turgeon, Ange- Services website at https://
lis Vargas. www.mass.gov/orgs/divi-

sion-of-local-services.

line for implementing the
change would be about
one calendar year, with a
likely start date of August
1, 2027. This would fall
within fiscal year 2028. The
task force is seeking the
most practical and effective

dventure fours of Warren

It’s Wave Season — ' J{li -

T !

Book Your 2027 Cruises =Sl
Sept. 26 ..Pickity Place Lunch.............ccccoueererrererenenne $130
Nov. 7......Great Gatshy at PPAC ..........cceueseismsesesnnns $165
Aug. 30....7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise .............. from $1699
March 1...12-Night Caribbean Cruise ............... from $2499
May 23....7-Night Bermuda Cruise..........cccereunes from $1799

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com
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Boys & Girls Club of Chicopee hosts Art Walk

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE — The Boys
& Girls Club of Chicopee
hosted a public ‘Art Walk’
showcase on June 20.

In addition, attendees
were greeted with a variety
of activities, including face
painting, balloon art, food
and ice cream trucks, along
with a local author spotlight.

Reflecting on the after-
noon was Abigail Arriaga, the
Boys & Girls Club of Chicop-
ee Administrative Services
Manager, who was on site
helping facilitate sign-ups
of newcomers and returning
members alike.

“It was wonderful to have
families at the Club and spend
a beautiful Saturday getting
to know them,” Arriaga said.
“As part of the Art Walk, we
welcomed our summer pro-
gram families to the Boys
& Girls Club of Chicopee to
pick up their summer packets,
learn what their children will
need for the summer program
and ask questions as we pre-
pare for the start of another
exciting season.”

She then pivoted to touch
upon the importance of these
community events.

“Events  like  these
strengthen the connection be-
tween families and the Club
and help ensure that everyone
feels informed, welcomed,
and excited for the opportuni-
ties that await throughout the
summer program,” Arriaga
said.

Echoing similar senti-

Abigail Arriaga, the Boys & Girls Club of Chicopee
Administrative Services Manager, talking to a parent

during summer signups.

ments was Lynn Morrissette,
the Marketing & Develop-
ment Director at the Boys and
Girls Club of Chicopee.

“We put this Art Walk to-
gether for our club members
and the community,” Morris-
sette said. “It was an oppor-
tunity to kick off the summer
and show a glimpse of what
we provide, while also giving
our members the spotlight
they deserve.”

As the event carried on,
the Chicopee Register met lo-
cal author Kelly Martins, who
just finished doing a live read-
ing of her children’s book,
“How Owls Become Wise,”’
sharing the backstory of
where inspiration arose from
and how the story continues
to make a difference for all
ages, especially children.

“So, 1 always
had writing a book
on my bucket list; it
was always some-
thing I just want-
ed to do, and then
COVID hit, and we were
all trapped indoors, and so I
decided what better time to
start than now, so I wrote a
book around bullying,” Mar-
tins said. “I am a domestic
abuse survivor, so the topic
of bullying is very important
to me, and the reason I chose
the topic is to raise awareness
around bullying, in hopes that
it would prompt conversa-
tions between adults and chil-
dren around the topic, so that
was the goal.”

Martins said that she felt
the reception from all was re-
ally good.
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Local Author Kelly Martins holding her
novel “How Owls Become Wise.”

“It was honestly really
sweet to come here, and see
my book printed out, and
have kids reading it, because
it shows that interest and the
message is being discussed,”
Martins said. “I just enjoyed
seeing some kiddos come up
to me and ask about writing
a book, and I hope this con-
versation inspires someone to
do the same, and maybe write
their own.”

She then added that her
book is available on Amazon.

“Currently, the book is
still listed under my maiden
name, which is Kelly [Par-
tridge], but I am in the pro-

The line for face painting
shows no signs of stopping.

cess of making updates to that
process, in case anyone gets
confused,” Martins said.

The event was made pos-
sible through a grant from the
Chicopee Cultural Council, a
local agency supported by the
Mass Cultural Council, a state
agency.

Looking ahead

Also, the non-profit is
hosting its annual Celebri-
ty Bartender event later this
month, on Thursday, July 30,
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the
Rumbleseat Bar & Grille.

Currently, the team cap-
tains for the event are Katie
Domingos (Bonavita Aes-
thetics), Danielle Arsenault

(NextHome Elite Realty),
Melissa Breor (Chicopee
Chamber of Commerce),
Melanie Wilk (Director of
Food Services at Chicopee
Public Schools), and Robert
Pion (Bob Pion Buick GMC).

All proceeds will benefit
the Officer Angela M. Santia-
go Financial Aid Fund, help-
ing local families access sum-
mer programs and before-and
after-school care at the Boys
& Girls Club of Chicopee.

The fundraiser is spon-
sored by Cote Entertainment
& Lighting, the Rumbleseat
Bar & Grille and Peoples-
Bank.

Chicopee Comp Class of
1986 40th Class Reunion

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Comprehensive High
School Class of 1986 will
celebrate its 40-Year Class
Reunion on Saturday, Sep-
tember 26, 2026, at The View
Street Tavern in Chicopee.

Appetizers, cash bar,
music, dancing - and an op-
portunity to reconnect with
classmates. For those inter-
ested, a round of golf will

also be held that morning/
afternoon.

Classmates are encour-
aged to email their current
contact information to chi-
copeecomp86 @gmail.com to
receive future reunion up-
dates and to let us know if
you plan to attend.

We look forward to cel-
ebrating 40 years with the
Class of 1986.

LIBRARY from page 1

“Experience is every-
thing. The moment that you
engage with people in com-
munity and build that kinship
with them is the moment that
you actually start to see peo-
ple as people. It takes time
to build community. It takes
time to break down preju-
dice, bias and all those racist
stereotypes that we grew up
with. However, if we can have
a good conversation as human
beings, we open the door to
understanding a wider and
more inclusive reality. I think
sometimes people don’t want
to change,” Goodspeed said.

She added that change is
hard” as well.

“Having your world view
challenged is hard. Having
your own pride in your an-
cestors challenged is hard.
Identity is very important to
people. What happens when
your identity is centered on
the good that you do for your
community? The kindness
you give to others, and the
understanding that every hu-
man outside of yourself is a
real person with real feelings,
struggles, and of course love,”
Goodspeed said.

Goodspeed is an actor
and also enjoys history, ex-
plaining how she’s able to
blend these two aspects.

“I think that my passion
for history began very early
on. I always loved storytell-
ing and engaging with dif-
ferent stories. For me, uncov-
ering pieces of history, and
those stories they’re in feels
like dancing with time. More
than anything, what always
humbles me is remembering
that these figures were real
humans who made real mis-
takes, fell in love and lived
their extraordinary, simple,
messy, wonderful lives. At
any point that I imagine I am
alone in what I'm feeling, I

can call upon those ancestors
for lessons that they learned,
and temper myself with the
knowledge that they made it
through,” Goodspeed said.
“Theater is a part of me that
feels inseparable. When I was
a child, I watched my father,
an amazing singer songwrit-
er and performer. There were
even times when I got to go up
and sing with him. My mother
always encouraged my imag-
ination, playing make-believe
games with me.”

Goodspeed explained the
meaning of kinship and how
that sense of community can
go beyond people, including
the environment as well.

“As for the concept of
leaving the Earth better than
we found it, I can’t imagine
why anyone wouldn’t do this.
I always learned, growing up,
that we are always creating
space for the next seven gen-
erations to prosper. We have
to live in ways where those
children of ours can live in
prosperity, peace, communi-
ty, and retain access to those
wonderful and beautiful gifts
we are given by this land. I
want my children and their
children’s children to know
the songs of the birds, the
hum of the bees, the taste of
a fresh picked berry. I want
them to know the wonder of
the sun rising over the sea, of
the perfect gentle breeze on
a summer day,” Goodspeed
said. “We cannot take these
gifts for granted. These gifts
need caring for. We cannot
continue to extract without
return. We must engage sus-
tainably,  compassionately,
and with our eyes on the fu-
ture.”

For more information
about Ohketeau, visit the
Ohketeau Cultural Center at
ohketeau.org.

For more about upcom-
ing CPL events, visit chicop-
eepubliclibrary.org.

CHICOPEE -
Knights of Columbus,
460 Granby Road, Chi-
copee holds a car show
every Monday evening
from 4 to 8 p.m., rain or

Knights of Columbus host
car show every Monday

shine.

All makes, models
and projects. Food trucks
on site.

Free entry. $10 per
participant.

chicopeeregister.turley.com

Summer Art Class to begin

CHICOPEE - A Summer
Art Class for children ages
2.9 to 5 years old will be held
on Thursdays from 3:30 to 5
p-m. July 23 through Aug. 27.

Head Start Center, 216
Broadway Street in Chicopee.

Designed for kids to
explore, imagine, and truly
express themselves. Art sup-
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At Chicopee

PLANNING AHEAD

Join this FREE seminar with The
Arbors at Chicopee presented
by Attorney Gina Barry

The past years have taught us that life circumstances
can change in an instant. If they do, are you prepared?
Join this FREE seminar to learn more about:

> Estate Planning 101

A review of Estate Planning fundamentals,
including necessary documents. recent law
updates and how to prepare ourselves for
the future,

Essential Legal Documents

Learn about the legal decuments that form the
foundation of a comprehensive estate plan. Having
these in place can reduce confusion, minimize conflict
and provide peace of mind for you and your family.

Bacon\Wilson ==

ATTORMEYS AT LAW

& A Session

You will have the opporunity to ask
questions with an experienced Attarneyl

THURSDAY, JULY 23"

2:00 PM

RSVP Today!
(413) 530-5916

929 Memorial Dr Chicopee MA 01020

plies included.

Call or e-mail to Silvia
413-505-9053 or durands@
headstart.org.

Sponsored by the Holy-
oke Chicopee Coordinated
Family and Community En-
gagement Grant from the
Massachusetts Department of
Early Education and Care.
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OPINION

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Should I claim spouse benefits

now, or my own

Dear Rusty:

I am writing to get ad-
vice on the optimal time to
sign up for Social Security
benefits.

I am a 64-year-old
female and my birthdate
is August 1961. My hus-
band is already taking his
SS benefits, so I have also
wondered if it be advisable
to take spousal benefits or
full benefits.

Signed: Wondering
Spouse

Dear Wondering:

If you take your Social
Security benefits at age 64,
they will be permanently
reduced.

And, for information,
you cannot take only your
spousal benefit; you must
take your own SS retirement
benefit whenever you claim
and, if you are entitled to
more as your husband’s
spouse, you will also get
a “spousal boost” to bring
your monthly payment up
to what you are entitled to
as a spouse.

If you claim at any time
before your SS Full Retire-
ment Age of 67, both your
own SS retirement amount
and your spousal boost
amount will be actuarially
reduced for claiming early.

All of which means
that claiming before your
FRA (e.g., at 64) will mean
your monthly benefit will
be less than 50% of your
husband’s monthly FRA
amount.

Now, for clarity, it’s
important to know how
spouse benefits are calculat-
ed: if your FRA entitlement
is less than 50% of your
husband’s FRA entitlement,
then you will get a “spousal
boost” added to your own
SS retirement amount.

Note that FRA
amounts are always used to
calculate spousal amounts,
regardless of the age at
which benefits are claimed.
If your husband waited un-
til age 70 to get a higher
monthly benefit or even if
he claimed before his FRA,
your spousal amount would
still be based on his FRA
entitlement. If your FRA
benefit is less than half of
his FRA entitlement, you
will get a spousal boost. If
not, you won'’t.

Assuming you will
be entitled to a “spousal
boost,” the decision you
must make is whether to
claim early (e.g., now at 64)
or wait until you are 67 to
get your maximum amount
as your husband’s spouse.

SS henefit?

these:

Are you still working?
If so, claiming before FRA
means you will be subject
to an annual earnings limit
until you reach FRA. The
earnings limit for early fil-
ers in 2026 is $24,480 and,
if that is exceeded, SS will
take away benefits of $1 for
every $2 you are over the
limit (the limit increases a
bit yearly).

If you substantially ex-
ceed the earnings limit by
working, you may even be
temporarily ineligible for
SS benefits until you either
reach your FRA or stop
working full time.

Do you expect your
husband to predecease you?
If so, then your benefit as a
widow will be 100% of the
larger amount he is collect-
ing when he passes provid-
ed when that occurs you’ve
reached your FRA and your
own SS retirement is less.

Depending on timing,
that may mean that taking
a reduced spouse benefit
now, which will be replaced
by your larger widow bene-
fit later, is a logical choice.

What is your own life
expectancy? If you have
health issues or have oth-
er reasons to believe you
will not achieve “average”
life expectancy average is
about 87 for a woman your
current age, then claiming
your Social Security bene-
fits early is likely a prudent
choice.

So, as you can see, you
must evaluate your person-
al circumstances to make
this decision. Although we
aren’t able to say exact-
ly when you should claim
your SS benefits, I hope
this provides the informa-
tion you need to make an
informed decision.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the
Social Security Administra-
tion or any other govern-
mental entity. This article
is intended for information
purposes and does not rep-
resent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Se-
curity Association To sub-
mit a question, Vvisit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
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HOTTER
THAN HELL

An endless supply of flowers for the windowsill

must admit that I feel un-
motivated in the flower

finally went into the
ground a good two
weeks after Memorial

Day (gasp!) but they are
making up for lost time de-
spite my bad attitude! Just last
week the first bouquet graced
the kitchen windowsill.

In a few weeks I will have
a collection of different vases
filled with flowers in that very
spot; it’s something I look for-
ward to doing every summer.
But if I am going to have flow-
ers to fill the vases, I have to
keep up with maintenance.

It’s not enough to sit back
and watch them grow.

Here is some great advice
worth repeating that will help
to keep summer annuals look-
ing their best.

Deadhead

Most annuals will contin-
ue to bloom abundantly if they
are deadheaded on a regular
basis. Deadheading is an en-
tertaining term used to define
the removal of spent flowers.

You see, a plant produc-
es flowers for one purpose:
to survive. Once a flower has
been pollinated it will produce
seed, seed that will grow fu-
ture plants.

If a plant has produced
enough flowers that have gone
to seed it will consider its job
to be done, flower production
will cease and it will begin to
decline.

By deadheading, we
keep the plant in reproduc-
tive mode, in other words,
in flower! When you remove
dying blossoms, make sure to
pinch off the entire flower, not
just the petals, or it will do no
good. Include the stem as well
to keep the plant tidy.

Petunias, marigolds, zin-

by
Robesta McQua

cn B
garden this summer. 1%
It took me forever to
sow my seeds, and
even longer to install
the resulting plants.
The  seedlings :

are examples of plants that re-
quire regular deadheading to
look their best throughout the
growing season.

Shear them back to

encourage new growth

Some annuals start to get
a leggy appearance about now.
Others may have brown tips.
These plants require more
drastic measures to bring back
their youthful good looks.

Give them a good haircut.
Simply look within the plant
and find healthy, green growth.
Cut calendulas, pansies and
snapdragon back to that point.

Alyssum or lobelia can
often be sheared to within
inches of the ground.

Don’t worry; they won’t
look bad for long! You can
jump start regrowth with a bit
of liquid fertilizer.

Feed your plants

Occasionally, even plants
that are well fertilized at plant-
ing time begin to have issues.
If foliage is pale and flower
production is nil, pull back the
bark mulch and sprinkle some
organic fertilizer granules at
the base of each plant.

Cultivate gently and water
in.

You can also use a water
soluble liquid fertilizer every
couple of weeks. If going nat-
ural is your cup of tea, make
some!

Compost or manure tea
has long been used to keep
growth lush. Steep a burlap
bag of either compost or aged
manure in a large trash buck-

be made right in a watering
can.
Likewise, there are
numerous blends
of seaweed and

fish emulsion on

the market that

~ can be watered
A\

in or used as a
foliar feed.

Water, water, water

If Mother Nature fails
to provide at least an inch of
rain each week, then unfor-
tunately we must make up
the difference. It is so easy to
forget to perform this very ob-
vious maintenance task, espe-
cially when we are busy doing
other things.

If we are negligent often
enough, however, our plants
will suffer.

Sometimes pale green fo-
liage is a nitrogen deficiency
from simply a lack of water.
When you water the garden,
remember to do so in the early
morning, if possible, to avoid
evaporation.

Early evening is another
good option, but try to get the
job done with enough time for
the foliage to dry before dark-
ness sets in.

Deep waterings twice a
week are far better than nu-
merous quick showers. The
former will promote deep,
penetrating roots and future
drought tolerance.

Well-watered,  well-fed
and well-groomed annuals
will reward you with beautiful
bountiful blossoms for anoth-
er two months or more — well
worth the effort for vases of
flowers on the windowsill!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette @
turley.com with “Gardening

The factors to consider are  rity advisor for AMAC. . ) et filled with water and use as A e
nias and salvia, among others, needed. Smaller batches can Question” in the subject line.
and Western Canada. singing and fluttering. The fe-
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By Ellenor Downer

y daughter, Pau-
la, saw a black and
white warbler and as

the name implies it has black
and white feathers.

The black and white war-
bler is easy to spot and easy
to recognize. Its former name
was the black and white creep-
er. Like the white-breasted and
red-breasted nuthatches and
the brown creeper, it climbs
about on the trunks and major
limbs of trees seeking insects
in the bark crevices. It often
feeds low, and nests even low-
er, usually on the ground.

This warbler inhabits

—

Black and white warbler

A el

woodlands, shrubs,

forests,
Savannas, and thickets from
Alaska and the north, Cali-
fornia, eastern Canada, Flor-

ida, Great Lakes, mid Atlan-
tic, New England, northwest,
Plains, Rocky Mountains,
southeast, southwest, Texas

Spring migration begins
rather early and takes place
mainly at night. Migration is
spread over a lengthy period in
both spring and fall.

The sexes are similar and
are about 4.3 to 5.1 inches
long. The black and white war-
bler feather pattern is stripes,
white central crown stripe
and black streaks on back and
sides.

The adult male has black
throat and cheeks and the fe-
male and young paler or whit-
ish there.

Their song is a thin, high-
pitched, monotonous “weesy-
weesy-weesy-weesy” like a
squeaky wheelbarrow. The call
is a chirp or chip.

The black and white war-
bler breeds in mature or sec-
ond-growth forests, deciduous
and mixed. Males arrive on
breeding grounds in late April,
before the females.

During courtship, a male
chases female, with much

male lays five creamy white
eggs flecked with brown in a
cup shaped nest on the ground
or less than than two feet above
under dead leaves or limbs or
against a shrub or tree. They
are commonly parasitized by
cowbirds.

Both parents feed the
young and the young leave the
nest in eight to 12 days after
hatching. The young are able
to fly well.

Adapted to creeping
along limbs and on tree trunks
to feed, they forage on dor-
mant insects from tree trunks
and branches in early spring.
They switch body from side
to side at each hop while for-
aging. Sometimes, they fly out
after insects in the air.

They eats primarily in-
sects. It feeds on a wide variety
of caterpillars including those
of spongy moth, beetles in-
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Letters to the
Editor

Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous opinions will
be published. We require letter writers
to include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We
must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allegations, personal
attacks, defamation of character and
offensive language. All unknown or
alleged facts and quotations offered
by the author need to cite credible,
unbiased sources.

Send letters to:
The Chicopee Register,
24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069
or email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.
The deadline for
submissions is Tuesday at noon.

WE CARE ABOUT
YOUR NEWS!

The Chicopee Register
welcomes submissions
of news in or related to

Chicopee and its residents.
Our "People News," is filled
with submitted engagement
announcements, wedding
announcements, birth
announcements, your new
baby or news about your
25th or 50th anniversary
celebrations. Please e-mail
correspondence along with a
photo to chicopeeregister@
turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,
c/o Turley Publications,
24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers
to participate in this year’s election campaigns
by writing letters to the editor for publication
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be
received by noon Monday to be considered for
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters
will be printed. No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy will be printed.
If the volume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper, or if
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper
reserves the right to print a representative
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call the editor at
413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the news-
paper plans to print stories about contested
races for Congress, state Senate, state House,
district attorney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize
their candidacy, beliefs and events may
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in Chicopee Register.
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Real-Time Information Cen-
ter.

Less than a year old, the
command center is located at
the Public Safety Complex on
Court Street. It is powered by
artificial intelligence and uses
an array of technology to best
ensure the health and well-be-
ing of community members.

The operation churns
through data captured by
street cameras, license plate
readers and other tech to pro-
vide Chicopee police with
critical, real-time information
that can be relayed to officers
enroute to emergencies.

City residents can even
participate by lending their
own private surveillance
to the information center
through the ConnectChicopee
program.

Last Tuesday’s unanimous
vote by the council reaffirmed
the city’s commitment to en-
suring positive outcomes for
both people who live in Chi-
copee and those who pass
through its borders.

The money to bring on
analysts from the Hampden
County Sheriff’s Department
stems from funds available
in the Fiscal Year 2027 Tax
Levy.

Vieau noted that although
a mistake was made, it has
been fixed.

“This was an oversight

in the budget. The Sheriff’s
Department provides us with
three analysts. They were cut
from his budget,” Vieau ex-
plained on July 7.

The mayor emphasized
the importance of passing the
item, and the council mem-
bers listened.

“In order to maintain the
Real-Time Information Cen-
ter and to continue protect-
ing our community, we have
come up with an MOU to
keep those three employees
on payroll in the Sheriff’s
Department, where they’re
actually passed through paid
through the police budget,”
Vieau said.

He clarified that the mon-
ey for the analysts was mislo-
cated within the budget.

“It was put in the wrong
area, so we need, for clarity,
to allocate these funds out of
the levy,” Vieau said.

Police Capt. Doug Lam-
bert made a trip to the podium
in the City Hall Auditorium to
provide exact information re-
garding how the money was
made available.

“To make sure this mon-
ey was allocated, we took
$33,750 from a software that
we got a 50% discount on this
year,” Lambert said. “We took
$135,250 from public safety
technology, and $50,000 from
camera installation and main-
tenance from our budget to
make sure we had $219,000

for the analysts.”

As the city’s information
center continues to develop,
the Hampden County Sher-
iff’s Department analysts are
poised to play a big role in us-
ing technology to further the
age-old mission of keeping
the city safe.

Lt. Bill Anderson retires

CHICOPEE - After more than 32 years of dedicated service to the Chicopee

Fire Department, Lieutenant Bill Anderson has retired.

Lieutenant Anderson joined the department in 1994 and served the City of
Chicopee as a firefighter, EMT, and dispatcher. In 2018, he was promoted

to Lieutenant.

Thank you, Lieutenant Anderson, for your commitment to our department
and the community. We are grateful for your service.
Please join us in congratulating Lieutenant Bill Anderson on his well-

earned retirement.

PHOTO AND CAPTION COURTESY OF CHICOPEE FIRE DEPARTMENT

SENATE from page 1

struggling—including Bay-
state—and funding for the
West-East Rail project.

Markey kicked off the
discussion by revealing that
if he returns to the Senate, he
would be the chairman of the
subcommittee on health if the
Democrats can win back the
House and the Senate in the
midterm elections. He then
acknowledged that if that
does come to term, then he
would restore the Affordable
Care Act (ACA).

“We’re going to restore
the $300 billion from the Af-
fordable Care Act, which was
cut, that went to people out
here in Western Massachu-
setts to ensure that there was
solvency, and then we have to
go beyond that,” Markey said.
“We have to double funding
for community health cen-
ters. We have to double the
funding for NIH research on
Alzheimer’s, Diabetes, Par-
kinson’s, Heart Disease, and
all of those other diseases that
run right through every sin-
gle family. That has to be the
goal. And in Western Massa-
chusetts, I have stood up, and
I’ve fought for this cause; I've
met with all the hospital lead-
ers out here, and we are going
to deliver next January.”

He then added that if
funding isn’t expanded and
private equity isn’t weeded
out, Western Mass hospitals
will be in crisis.

“You have to make sure
on a permanent basis these
hospitals in Western Massa-
chusetts are not weighted by
private equity, rooted in emer-
gency rooms and our eyes,
otherwise our communities
are just shut down; that’s
what happened in Easthamp-
ton,” Markey said.

Moulton shared that he
isn’t against universal health-
care, but believes that people

should keep the health plan
they prefer and those that
unions fought for in contract
negotiations.

“Look, I stand with Pres-
ident [Obama] and say we
should have Medicare for all,
but you should also be able
to keep the health care plan
you prefer if that’s what you
want,” Moulton said.

He then shared that, as an
Iraq War Veteran, he chose to
use Veterans Affairs benefits
for healthcare in part to en-
sure problems with that sys-
tem are improved.

Markey responded, say-
ing VA benefits are a sin-
gle-payer system and that
many people would appreci-
ate the chance to receive those
benefits.

Moulton responded
by declaring that universal
healthcare, housing and ed-
ucation should be human
rights.

The conversation then
pivoted to the ongoing devel-
opment of the West-East Rail
project, a proposed concept to

bring high-speed rail service
from Boston to Pittsfield and
Springfield. Markey said that
he and U.S. Congressman
Richard E. Neal, of Spring-
field, have secured $157 mil-
lion for the region to fund the
long-overdue project.

“We were able to secure
the funding for the project be-
cause it is absolutely essential
that we connect the Western
Mass economy to the rest of
the Commonwealth. I under-
stand it’s been long overdue,
and that’s why I worked so
hard on the infrastructure bill
of 2022 to ensure we get that
funding,” Markey said. “How-
ever, we also acknowledge
that we needed the funding
for Springfield for this asthma
crisis, which had happened,
and now it is absolutely indis-
pensable that that funding be
made available, and it is there,
and we are working to ensure
that it gets built on in coop-
eration with Governor Healey
as quickly as possible.”

Moulton argued that the
amount Markey noted will

Haluchs

MEM()RIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.

1014 Center St | Ludlow, MA 1 583-6508

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

$ 1200/week

207-607-9333

key’s supporters standing
in unison holding signs as
cars drive by as well.

only fund up to 10 miles of
rails, which isn’t up to par.

“$152 million will be for
about 10 miles of rail; that’s
not enough to get to Boston,
and I want to add that no one
is going to ride your train be-
cause it is too slow,” Moulton
said.

He then discussed the
prospect of linking the state
together if the project was
correctly funded, as he drew
a comparison to the $2 bil-
lion he delivered to the city of
Lynn for infrastructure, and
the possibility of what $2 bil-
lion could do for the project
instead of the $152 million
Markey and Neal raised.

“Imagine what $2 billion
would do for so many cities
out here in Western Mas-
sachusetts,” Moulton said.
“Imagine what that would do
for job opportunities. Imagine
what that would do to knit our
state together. That’s why 1
think we need high-speed rail
transportation, because not
only do I think it would be
transformative for the state,

s | .
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| photo with his supporters.

Rep. Seth Moulton poses for a

but I feel Americans in Mas-
sachusetts should be traveling
the same speed as the rest
of the world, and I'm going
to continue fighting to get it
done.”

Post-Debate Questions

After the debate, the Chi-
copee Register then talked to
both candidates, where we
had an additional chance to
inquire about the recent influx
of Combined Sewage Over-
flow (CSO) issues that stem
from Holyoke, Chicopee and
Springfield dumping into the
Connecticut River.

Markey said he’s aware
of the situation and shared
a quick comment on how to
solve the issue.

“Well, I'm going to be
senior on the Infrastructure
Committee in the Senate and
we need a trillion-dollar in-
frastructure bill beginning in
January of this year coming
up to make sure the funding
is there for CSO making sure
the funding is there for com-
munities who absolutely can-

TurnYour Gold Into Cash'

S u'v

not pay for it by themselves.
They’re going to need help.
They’re going to need feder-
al help, and I will be there to
make sure that help is pres-
ent,” Markey said.

Moulton opened his
thoughts by sharing this.

“It’s just absolutely ap-
palling that this has hap-
pened,” Moulton said. “And
it’s also happened across the
Commonwealth, in Haver-
hill, which has dumped into
the Merrimack River, which
flows through my district; it
has closed a lot of beaches
right over the holiday week-
end, and this is why we need
Democrats to win so that we
can deliver infrastructure
back here. And when the sen-
ator says he supports all these
great ideas, the reality is that
those great ideas cannot come
to fruition if Trump and the
MAGA Republicans are still
in charge.”

GO Is At An All-

ws&v

A n\\wﬁwu 8

Time ngh'v

10% Extra Cash

When Cashing In
Your GOLD

25% EXxtra

When You Use Your GOLD
Towards A New Purchase

10% Off Jewelery Repairs

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
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expires
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Polish Center
announces
scholarship

CHICOPEE - The Pol-
ish Center of Discovery &
Learning is opening appli-
cations for the third year
of its academic scholarship
program for students of
Polish heritage. The schol-
arship is provided through
a generous donation from
Donald Tenerowicz and is
named the Theodore P. Ten-
orowicz and Mary E. Bigos
Endowed Scholarship Pro-
gram to honor his parents.

Kenneth Lemanski,
Board member of the Pol-
ish Center and Chairman of
the Education Committee,
comments “As the cost of
higher education continues
to increase, we are grateful
to scholarship donors to the
PCDL so that together we
may make it a little easier
for students and their par-
ents to afford a quality ed-
ucation.”

To be eligible, appli-
cants must be enrolled
full-time in an accredited
university or college, be in
good academic standing,
maintain a GPA of 3.8 or
higher and be of Polish her-
itage. Applications can be
submitted starting June 19,
2026, with an application
deadline of September 18,
2026. Scholarship appli-
cation and full criteria can
be found at https://clkr.me/
h5nfya.

For more information
about the Polish Center of
Discovery and Learning,
please visit http://www.
polishcenter.net or call 413-
592-0001.

BINGO from page 1

other organizations and
we’ve been partnered with
them for the last few years.
It’s a great partnership and
we raise great money for the
seniors,” Wilk said.

Wilk was ecstatic with
the amount raised to support
the Friends along with the
turnout, with over 100 peo-
ple in attendance.

“It’s awesome that we
raised that much money.
We had a great turnout and
everybody had such an awe-
some time. We had many
of our members show up as
well as non-members who
were able to learn about the
Friends of RiverMills orga-
nization,” Wilk said.

Wilk is also starting his
second term as president of
the Friends, sharing things
are going well and doing
more fundraising events is
one of his current goals.

“l am starting my sec-
ond term as president and
I will continue to try to
do fundraising events and
work with the community
to continue to raise money
for our seniors so that they
can continue to enjoy all that
the center has to offer,” Wilk
said. “T understand that with
everyone, every business,
and everywhere, money is
tight. But as I always say,
donating towards the senior
center is something that ben-
efits everyone and someday
will benefit you as well be-
cause age is something that
no one can run away from.”

For him, doing events
like this makes a difference
to help share more about the
Friends, along with bringing
the community together to
support a great cause.

The bingo games are on.

“Events like this helps
spread the word about ex-
actly what the Chicopee
RiverMills Senior Center
does for the community.
We have members that are
both Chicopee residents
and non-Chicopee residents,
and I think it’s great that we
spread the word not only
throughout the Chicopee
community but throughout
the Western Mass communi-
ty on how awesome our cen-
ter is, from the lunches to the
specialized evening events,”
Wilk said.

Wilk encouraged the
community to continue
supporting the Friends and,
also, keep an eye out for up-
coming events and raffles.

“We have our Lobster
Dinner coming up as well
as, right now, we have our
August calendar raffle going
as well as a Spirit of Chi-
copee gift basket with gift
certificate donations from
local Chicopee businesses,
Bernat’s Deli, Teddy Bear
Pools, Chicopee Country
Club, Arnold’s Meats as well
as a special 250th challenge
coin from Mayor Vieau and
a special addition 250th po-

These chairs were among the raffle items up for grabs at the

event.

lice patch and challenge coin
donated by the Chicopee Po-
lice Department,” Wilk said.

As a reminder, the Lob-
ster Dinner takes place on
Aug. 25 at 5 p.m. Tickets go
on sale July 20 and there is
a two-person ticket limit per
person.

Wilk’s
this.

“I’d like to thank every-
body that came out and had
such an awesome time at
this event. We look forward
to doing many more and

message was

having many more people
come out to enjoy a night of
dinner and bingo and great
prizes and raffles, and all
the money goes to a great
cause,” Wilk said.

To learn more about
upcoming events, check out
the senior center newsletter
or call 413-534-3698.

Also, check out the
Friends of RiverMills Senior
Center Facebook page to see
what they’ve been up to.

BACKYARD from page 4

cluding bark beetles, click beetles,
and wood borers, ants, flies, bugs,
leathoppers, aphids and other in-
sects, spiders and daddy longlegs.

Massachusetts
Audubon sightings

Unusual bird sightings report-
ed in late June to the Massachu-
setts Audubon Society included
swallow-tailed kites in Mashpee, a
Mississippi kite in Harwich and a
Franklin’s gull and two royal terns
in Provincetown.

Central Massachusetts sight-
ings in the Ware River watershed
included: a great blue heron, belt-
ed kingfisher, yellow-bellied sap-
sucker, two northern flickers, two
eastern wood pewees, two alder
flycatchers, two least flycatchers,
three eastern Phoebes, four great
crested flycatchers and two eastern
kingbirds, a yellow-throated vir-
eo, a blue-headed vireo, six war-
bling vireos, 110 red-eyed vireos,
a common raven, two red-breasted
nuthatches, two house wrens an
eastern bluebird, 43 veery, a hermit
thrush, a wood thrush, 34 gray cat-
birds and four cedar waxwings.

Also reported were a blue-

winged warbler, four yellow
warblers, seven chestnut sided
warblers,, three black-throated

warblers, three green warblers,
a Blackburnian warbler, seven
pine warbles, on prairie warbler,
three black and white warblers;
two redstarts, 56 ovenbirds, 28
yellow-throated warblers, a Can-
ada warbler, nine scarlet tana-
gers, six eastern towhees, a field
sparrow, three swamp sparrow, a
rose-breasted grosbeak, four in-
digo buntings, two bobolinks and
three red crossbills..

People may report a bird
sighting by emailing edowner@
turley.com or calling or texting
774-262-5882.

PUBLIC NOTICES

CHICOPEE CITY COUNCIL
ZONING COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee of the
Chicopee City Council will hold
a public hearing on Wednesday,
July 29,2026 at 6:30 PM* in the
Auditorium, 3rd floor, City Hall,
274 Front Street., Chicopee, MA
01013 to discuss the following:

Special Permit application un-
der Chapter 275-58 C 5 for the
purpose of constructing a mixed
use business and residential
building that is currently zoned
Business A. Refiling due to pre-
vious approval expiring. Waiver
requested — Reducing parking
requirement from 6 spaces to 3
spaces located at 520 Chicop-
ee St. Applicant — Campagnari
Construction, Matt Campagnari,
128 Federal St., Springfield, MA
01105.

The plans/application can be
viewed on the City Council web-
site https://www.chicopeema.
gov/880/Pending-Applications

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).
Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.
Thank you.

The July 29, 2026 Zoning
Committee hearing shall be
available to the public via zoom
and in person. Zoom creden-
tials are available upon request
by calling (413) 594-1435 M-F
8:00 AM - 5 PM or by email at
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.

The petition and materials
related to this proposal are on
file in the Office of the City
Council, Chicopee City Hall,
274 Front Street, (plans and ap-
plications are also available on
the City Council website https://
www.chicopeema.gov/880/
Pending-Applications.) You may
also call (413) 594-1435 or email
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov..
07/10, 07/17/2026

CHICOPEE CITY COUNCIL
LICENSE COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The License Committee of the
Chicopee City Council will hold
a public hearing on Thursday,
July 23, 2026 at 6:00 PM in the
Auditorium, 3rd floor, City Hall,
274 Front Street., Chicopee, MA
01013 to discuss the following:

Application for a Home Occu-
pation License at 1150 Granby
Rd for the purpose of billing for
dental office. Applicant — Su-
preeth Veeranna, 150 Granby
Rd., Chicopee, MA 01013.

The July 23, 2026 License
Committee hearing shall be
available to the public via zoom
and in person. Zoom creden-
tials are available upon request
by calling (413) 594-1435 M-F
8:00 AM - 5 PM or by email at
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.

The petition and materials re-
lated to this proposal are on file
in the Office of the City Council,
Chicopee City Hall, 274 Front
Street, Chicopee, MA 01013.

You may also call (413) 594-
1435 or email aczarniecki@chi-
copeema.gov.

07/10, 07/17/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HDO05P1079AD1
Estate of:
Paul E. Gagne
Date of Death: 07/28/1997
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for S/A - Formal
Determination of Heirs has
been filed by Debra Merchant
of Chicopee, MA requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 08/07/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without

further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: July 10, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
07/17/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on July 17th,
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2009 Acura MDX

VIN: 2HNYD28289H507935
Keith Paquette

49 Stafford Rd.

Holland, MA 01521

2010 Toyota Camry

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Chicopee Register

OBITUARY POLICY

obits @turley.com.

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name
of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries
should be submitted through a funeral home to:

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

VIN: 4T1BF3EK2AU558893
Jessica Salvas

870 Wilbraham Rd.
Springfield, MA 01109

2008 Toyota Highlander
VIN: JTEEW41AX82017628
Jay Lafond

678 Britton St.

Chicopee, MA 01020

2013 Infiniti G37

VIN: INICV6AR0ODM751986
Jarell Smith and

Jacinda Sanchez

15 Pickett P1.

Springfield, MA 01109

2010 Nissan Sentra

VIN: 3N1AB6APOAL722671
Qwadesha Lopez-Shabazz

47 Stonina Dr.

Chicopee, MA 01013

07/03, 07/10, 07/17/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on July 24th,
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2008 Nissan Altima

VIN: IN4AAL21E18N447703
Stephany Ortega

40 Everett St., #1
Springfield, MA 01104

2010 Ford Explorer

VIN: IFMEU7DESAUA73380
Rebecca Johnson

281 Rock Valley Rd.

Holyoke, MA 01040

2019 Honda HRV

VIN: 3CZRU6H59KM 720907
Boston Road Auto

712 Boston Rd.

Springfield, MA 01119

2014 Nissan Rogue

VIN: 5SN1AT2MVS5EC850107
Fidel Pierre

93 Lyman St., Apt. IR
Holyoke, MA 01040

2009 Infiniti G37

VIN: INKCV61F29M357625
Wilson Diaz

52 Massasoit St.

Springfield, MA 01107

2023 Dodge Durango

VIN: 1C4SDJH9XPC695277
Motors Insurance Corporation
500 Woodward Ave., 14th Floor
Detroit, MI 48226

2007 Jeep Compass
VIN: 1J8FT47W67D181362
Marcia Brown-Balde

19 Rutledge Ave., Apt. 1FIr
Springfiled, MA 01105

2016 Jeep Rengegade

VIN: ZACCJBBT9GPC57482
Nelson, Gwenyth May

51 Lawrence St.

Vernon Rockville, CT 06066

2012 Volkswagen Passat

VIN: IVWBP7A34CC104836
Donald Dugas

12 Brownly Rd.

Hungtington, MA 01050

2007 Honda Odyssey

VIN: SFNRL38787B040081
Robert Abreu

45 Carver St., Apt. 45
Springfield, MA 01108

2003 Honda Accord

VIN: JHMCM56393C062367
Delani Rodriguez

120 Federal St., Apt. 3
Springfield, MA 01105

2017 Hyundai Elantra

VIN: SNPDS84LFOHH 186847
Frederick Tucker

95b Yaremich Dr.

Bridgeport, CT 06606

2016 Kia Forte

VIN: KNAFK4A67G5619798
Maria Hogan Moore

661 Clinton Ave.

Albany, NY 12206

07/10, 07/17, 07/24/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by Inter-
state Towing, Inc. pursuant to the
provisions of G.L. c. 255, section
39A, that on July 31st, 2026 at
Interstate Towing, Inc the fol-
lowing Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2012 Chrysler 200

VIN: 1C3CCBCGXCN108646
Harriet Barnebaum

10200 Centennial Station Dr.
Warminster, PA 18974

2006 Honda Civic

VIN: 2HGFA16886H525632
Susan Manzi

148 Grassy Gutter Rd.
Longmeadow, MA 01106

2006 Mazda Mazda3

VIN: IM1BK12FX61442507
Kathryn Bernard

32 Juliette St.

Chicopee, MA 01013

2009 Saturn Vue

VIN: 3GSCL53P39S597360
Robyn Renea Dejongh

29 David St.

Enfiled, CT 06082

07/17, 07/24, 07/31/2026
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Emma Kosoki tries to
settle the ball.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Bailey Neuhauser fol-
lows through on a pass.

el s e,

(=) sports@turley.com

in SPORTS

&4 @turleysports

I3 acebook. com/turleysports

SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS

CHICOPEE - Last Monday
evening, Belchertown A girls
summer soccer defeated host
Chicopee Comprehensive 4-1.
The Orioles improved to 4-3-1
on the summer season and are in
line to make the playoffs, which
are set to get underway next
week. Comp fell to 0-7-1 and
are in last place. The Orioles and
Colts were back in action earlier
this week.

Lillian Picard
oy tries to steal
- the ball. -+

Layla Harnum
heads up the field.

St. Joe’s

Here for Beer shuts out Monson Mustangs

SOUTH HADLEY -
Last Thursday evening, Here
for Beer scored a big win
over Monson Mustangs 5-0 in
Women’s summer soccer ac-
tion. The two teams were in a
key matchup with both teams

grabs win over
PeoplesBank

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

near the top of the Women’s .
Division in the PVSSL. Here
for Beer is now alone in sec- -
ond place at 6-1 while Mon-
son is now 5-2 heading into
the final weeks of the regular
season.

HOLYOKE—  Since
1995, the PeoplesBank
baseball team has built a

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

dynasty in the Tri-County
League, capturing 21 cham-
pionship titles, including
each of the last 13 seasons.

The St. Joseph’s Saints,
who are looking to win the
TCL championship title
for the first time in two de-
cades, are determined to
knock PeoplesBank from
its perch this summer.

In a span of 48 hours
last week, the Saints cele-
brated two victories in the
rivalry series.

St. Joseph’s traveled
to Mackenzie Stadium in
Holyoke last Wednesday
night and defeated Peo-
plesBank, 10-5, which kept
them in first place in the
league standings.

“We’ve faced Peoples
in the championship series
the past couple of years,
and they’ve gotten the best
of us,” said St. Joe’s short-
stop Devin Slattery, who
had a base hit and scored
three runs in last Wednes-
day’s game. “We beat them
in a regular season game
last year and they’re a great
team. We’re also outstand-
ing team this year and we’re

Please see ST. JOE’S, page 8

Martine Worrall-Turgeon eyes
a teammate up the field.

Gwen Duggan makes a pass toward mldfleld

Left, Rachel McKenna
rushes for the ball.

Right, Shean Smith
socks a free kick away.

Cassie Ashwell sends a pass away.

...1'

-ﬂa“ —— : T

Taryn Carriveau turns play around taking posses-

sion.

Santiago Blasco
hustles with the
hall.

Wesenao
Bank BT

P By Tim Peterson
fiie, Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—The
members of the Western
Mass. Pioneers gathered
for a team photo before kick-
ing off their regular-season
finale against rival Vermont
Green FC last Friday night.

Having been eliminat-
ed from the USL League
2 playoffs for the first time
since 2018, the Pioneers
were hoping to end Ver-
mont Green’s long unbeaten
streak.

The Pioneers overcame
a 2-0 halftime deficit to tie
the score early in the sec-
ond half, but Vermont Green
stretched their unbeaten
streak to 37 matches fol-
lowing a 4-2 victory before
a large crowd at Lusitano

Stadium.

“Our main goal was to
make the playoffs, which
we’ve been able to do every
year since 2018,” said Pio-
neers head coach Federico
Molinari. “We battled back
in the second half, but it just
wasn’t enough.”

Vermont Green (13-0-
1), who are the defending
USL League 2 champions,
haven’t suffered a loss since
a 3-0 setback against Sea-
coast United in the 2024
Eastern Conference semifi-
nals.

Alfred Baafi, who com-
pleted his first season play-
ing for the Pioneers, was
a member of the Seacoast
United squad, which wound
up winning the Nation-
al championship title, two
years ago.

“We really wanted to
beat our rivals in tonight’s
game,” said Baafi, who led
the Pioneers with four as-
sists. “It was a great feeling
after my Seacoast team beat
them in the playoffs two
years ago. I really enjoyed
playing for the Pioneers this
summer. My dream is to
play for a professional soc-
cer team.”

One of the Pioneers
veteran players is Santiago
Blasco Gomez, who was the
team captain.

“This is my third sea-
son playing for the Pioneers
and I love this place,” Go-
mez said. “We’ve made the
playoffs the past two years,
which was an amazing expe-

Please see PIONEERS,
page 8

I

Vermont Green hands Pioneers defeat

Alfred Baafi
approaches
the ball.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
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Thunderbirds unveil 2026-2027
regular season schedule

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield  Thunderbirds,
the proud American Hock-
ey League affiliate of the St.
Louis Blues, released their
full schedule for their 2026-
27 regular season on Thurs-
day in conjunction with the
AHL. The T-Birds will be
celebrating their 10th play-
ing season as an AHL mem-
ber club, as well as their sixth
playing season in affiliation
with the Blues. Springfield
has qualified for the Calder
Cup Playoffs in four of its
past five seasons, coming off
arun to within one win of the
Eastern Conference Finals.

For the first time in sev-
en seasons, the Thunderbirds
will begin their regular sea-
son on the road, on Satur-
day, Oct. 3, in Wilkes-Barre
against the Penguins in a
rematch of the Atlantic Di-
vision Finals. The T-Birds
will kick off their home ice
season at the Thunderdome
against the Laval Rocket on
Saturday, Oct. 10 on Open-
ing Night. Puck drop is set
for 6:05 p.m.

Fans are advised that,
for a second straight sea-
son, all Saturday games at
the MassMutual Center will
start at 6:05 p.m.

The Thunderbirds will
face every Eastern Con-
ference team at least twice
during the 2026-27 regular

season, except for the Cleve-
land Monsters and Toronto
Marlies. Once again, the
AHL season will consist
of all 32 clubs playing 72
games (36 home, 36 away).

Springfield will play 52
games against Atlantic Di-
vision opponents, including
26 at the MassMutual Cen-
ter. Their most frequent op-
ponents are the Providence
Bruins, who will visit the
Thunderdome seven times.
The first meeting between
the longtime foes will be on
Friday, Oct. 30 at 7:05 p.m.,
with other home-ice meet-
ings scheduled for Friday,
Dec. 4 (7:05 p.m.), Wednes-
day, Dec. 16 (7:05 p.m.),
Sunday, Dec. 27 (3:05 p.m.),
Saturday, Jan. 2 (6:05 p.m.),
Wednesday, Jan. 13 (7:05
p-m.), and Saturday, March 6
(6:05 p.m.).

The home-ice portion of
the I-91 rivalry series against
the Hartford Wolf Pack be-
gins on Sunday, Nov. 1 at
3:05 p.m. at the Thunder-
dome. It marks the first of
six meetings in Springfield,
as the familiar rivals will
also meet at the MassMutu-
al Center on Tuesday, Nov.
10 (10:35 a.m.), Wednesday,
Dec. 30 (7:05 p.m.), Sat-
urday, Jan. 16 (6:05 p.m.),
Wednesday, Feb. 17 (7:05
p-m.), and Saturday, April 3
(6:05 p.m.).

With the Atlantic Divi-
sion trimmed to seven teams
for the 2026-27 season, the
Thunderbirds will see each
of their division opponents
from Pennsylvania six times
in the regular season, in-
cluding three head-to-head
matchups each at the Thun-
derdome. The Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton Penguins visit on
Sunday, Jan. 3 (3:05 p.m.),
as well as Friday, Jan. 29
(7:05 p.m.) and Saturday,
Jan. 30 (6:05 p.m.).

The Lehigh Valley Phan-
toms make their first stop in
Springfield for a two-game
weekend on Friday, Oct. 16
(7:05 p.m.) and Saturday,
Oct. 17 (6:05 p.m.) before a
return meeting on Saturday,
Jan. 23 (6:05 p.m.).

The Hershey Bears
make their trek from Choc-
olatetown to the Thunder-
dome on Friday, Nov. 6 (7:05
p.m.), Saturday, Nov. 7 (6:05
p.m.), and Sunday, April 4
(3:05 p.m.).

The Thunderbirds will
also play 18 games (9 home,
9 away) against North and
Pacific Division opponents.
The San Diego Gulls are the
lone Western Conference
team on the T-Birds’ sched-
ule, as they visit Springfield
for the first time ever on Sat-
urday, Feb. 20 (6:05 p.m.)
and Sunday, Feb. 21 (3:05

p-m.)

Blue Sox get offense going in win over Keene

KEENE, NH - The Val-
ley Blue Sox (11-14-1) have
hit an offensive stride in its
past three games, and finally
capitalized on it in a 7-6 win
over the Keene Swampbats
on July 11 at Alumni Field in
Keene, NH. Throughout the
three games, the same face
has been the center of it all.

Blue Sox’s catcher
Chris Cancel (UConn) does
not normally see the letters
“DH” written next to his
name in the starting lineup.

According to head coach
John Raiola, the decision to
keep Cancel in the lineup on
a usual off-day came down to
his swing path.

Raiola would know.
He previously served on the
SwampBats coaching staff
in 2011, making him closely
familiar with Alumni Field’s
dimensions.The right-field
foul pole is 354 feet from
home plate and the center
field fence is 352 feet from
home plate. This creates an

abnormally short right-center
field gap.

“It’s the first time in the
DH all year, because all he’s
got to do was take his normal
swing and hit a ball well to
the right center, and it’s got a
shot,” Raiola said.

That’s exactly what
Cancel did,going three for
four with four RBI. His big-
gest swing of the night was a

Please see BLUE SOX,
page 9

PIONEERS from page 7

rience. It’s disappointing not
making it this year. I'm hoping
to play here again next year.”

Gomez, who’s from Albo-
rache, Spain, was a graduate
student on the Bryant Univer-
sity men’s soccer team a year
ago.

The Pioneers, who fin-
ished their season with an
8-3-3 overall record, haven’t
beaten their archrivals from
Burlington since a 1-0 road
win on June 17, 2023.

Vermont Green, who are
hosting the first two rounds of
the playoffs this weekend, now
holds a 4-3-2 edge in the se-
ries against the Western Mass.
squad.

Vermont Green took the
lead when Samson Kpardeh
sent a pass from the left side
into the box where Jeremy
Fancou fired a shot into the
right corner past Western
Mass. goalie Ben Alexander
during the 24th minute of the
opening half.

Fancou scored his sec-
ond goal seven minutes later,
which was assisted by Ryan
Zellefrow.

The score was 2-0 at in-
termission.

Nine minutes into the sec-
ond half, the Pioneers sliced
their deficit in half following a
corner kick goal.

Ronan O’Brien booted
the ball into the box from the
left corner. After the ball was
headed by Dylan Hunston, Ri-
ley Priddy put another header
into the left corner past Ver-
mont Green back-up goalie
Seth Wilson.

During the 59th minute,
Martin Echarren booted a free
kick into the right corner tying
the score at 2-2. It was also his
team leading seventh goal of
the season.

Vermont Green retook the
lead following a goal by Kpar-
deh during the 74th minute.

Another goal by William
Sawin during stoppage time
sent the Vermont Green rowdy
supporters into a frenzy.

The Pioneers will be look-
ing to qualify for the league
playoffs, and they’ll also be
looking to celebrate a victo-
ry against the Vermont Green
during the summer of 2027.

Shun Murasawa
sends a
free kick away.

Ronan O’Brien
heads past
midfield.

Martin Echarren
goes for the goal.

s
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ST. JOE’S from page 7

trying to win the champion-
ship title.”
St. Joe’s entered this

week’s action with a 13-3
overall record, while Peoples
had an 11-3-1 mark.

“We made a couple of
mental errors in tonight’s
game,” said Peoples player/
manager Joe Ferry. “We out
hit them, but we left too many
runners on base. It’s a frustrat-
ing loss.

Peoples, who fired a 6-0
shutout victory in the first
meeting of the regular season
between the teams, never held
the lead in last Wednesday’s
game.

The visitors took a 3-0
lead against lefty James Fla-
hive in the top of the second
inning.

After loading the bases
with no outs, St. Joe’s second
baseman Greg Vouros, who’s
the Athletic Director at West-
field High School, grounded
into a double play plating the
game’s first run. First baseman
Dillon

Slattery, who singled to
center, and his older brother,
Devin, (walk) both crossed the

plate on an errant throw by the

catcher that bounced into left

field.

“I believe baseball games
are won and loss on the bas-
es,” said Devin Slattery, who
played for Peoples for one
season before moving to St.
Joe’s. “We put some pressure
on them in the second inning,
and they made a throwing er-
ror.”

Dillon Slattery, who fin-
ished the game with two base
hits and scored three runs, and
his older brother were team-
mates on the Ware varsity

baseball team for a couple of

years.

Peoples first baseman
Cam Rivest, who’s the var-
sity baseball coach at Lud-
low High School, led off the

bottom of the second with a

line-drive single into left field
before scoring on a wild pitch.

With two outs in the top
of the fourth inning, third
baseman Joey DeMichele
(3-for-4) delivered a two-run
single into centerfield, which
increased St.Joe’s lead to 5-1.

St. Joe’s scored five more
runs in the following frame
with the benefit of only one
base hit.
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Gam MacDonald sends a throw across the

diamond.

Right fielder Brian Hayes,
who was hit-by-a-pitch, and
Dillon Slattery (Walk) both
scored on wild pitches.

Centerfielder Jacob Hayes
drove home another run with a
sacrifice fly. Another sacrifice
fly by leftfielder Mark Jodoin
scored two more runs.

PeoplesBank battled back
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James Flahive delivers a pitch for PeoplesBank.

against righty relief pitcher
Jack Feltovic, who wound up
as the winning pitcher, during
the final three innings.

Feltovic replaced lefty
starter Jackson Hayes on the
mound with two outs in the
fourth inning. He allowed four
runs on eight hits.

With two-outs in the bot-

tom of the fifth, third baseman
Cam McDonald drew a bases
loaded walk cutting Peoples
deficit to 10-2.

After scoring another run
in the sixth, Peoples catcher
Pete Hogan knocked home
two runs with two outs in the
seventh.

The home team couldn’t

T

Greg Vouros fields a grounder.

get any closer than five runs,
as Feltovic ended the game
with a groundball out.

Fueled by a complete
game performance from Mon-
son’s Trey Yesu, St. Joe’s post-
ed an 8-5 home victory in last
Friday’s contest against the
Bankers.

Yesu, who was the ace of
the Bridgewater State Univer-
sity pitching staff the past cou-
ple of years, allowed five runs
on 12 hits with eight strikeouts
and just one walk. He threw
108 pitches.The two rivals are
scheduled to face each oth-
er again in a make-up game
before the end of the regular
season.

Dillon Slattery makes the catch at first for an out.

Johnny Gegestkas connects on a base hit.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: AGED
HARDWOOD, cut/split 16” $325 per cord;
2 cord minimum plus delivery. Allard Broth-
ers 413-665-8041.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports memo-
rabilia, art, sterling, signs, auto-
motive, hunting, advertising, radi-
0s, ham radio equipment, audio
equipment, toys, one item or entire
estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2****x*xxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my
website at dannyselectricllc.com to
fill an online work request

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic.
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured o Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN SPRINKLER LLC.
Need sprinkler repair or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable
service without big company prices. Call
413-279-4122 to set up an appoint-
ment.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE
FRIDAY AT NOON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of tree
care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/night.

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

“Waller

Home Improvement

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry *
Framing « Drywall «
Painting * & more!

(413) 687'5552/

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
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Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

-
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WiEST NORTH

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

SPRINGFIELD

Call us at 413.283.8393

TWO, 1-YEAR-OLD Green Cheek
Conures ready for a new home. Fully
acclimated to humans. Clean bil of health
from VCA EL, $350/each or $600/pair.
413-301-1530.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,
1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

|_FOR RENT _
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

BLUE SOX from page 8

second inning two-run home
run to right-center field that
cleared the wall with ease and
put the Blue Sox up 2-0.

“My main approach is let
the ball get deep, hit it back-
side,” Cancel said. “T honestly
have a lot more juice that way.
My swing does play very well
for this field, that right center,
short porch. And I think we
saw that today.”

Cancel’s two other hits
were singles. The first was
a line drive to left field that
scored one to tie the game at
four in the sixth inning, the
next a line drive off of the cen-
terfield wall that extended Val-
ley’s lead to 6-4 in the seventh
inning.

Cancel’s three-hit day
against Keene was the latest
offensive success, and he’s
currently riding a four-game
hit streak and three-game RBI
streak. His RBI streak began
July 8 when he had a three
hit game in a 12-9 loss to the
Newport Gulls.

Cancel recorded one RBI
in that game, a solo home run
to the opposite field in the
right-center field gap. After
that game, Cancel said the
reason for his tendency to hit
the ball to the opposite field is
rooted in his swing.

“I pretty much try and
just be on time for the fast-
ball,” Cancel said. “And then
adjust to the off-speed, catch
that more out in front. But
yeah, work the middle of the
field with the fastball.”

One of Cancel’s other two
hits in the game was a double
to the opposite field.

“They are all paying at-
tention to who’s making the
lineup,” Raiola said. “You got
to be swinging it well in order
to get yourself in there.
There’s a couple really good
swings today. A lot to do with
the park, and how he’s been
swinging it rewarded that de-
cision.”
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2 Tree Removal

= Structural Pruning
= Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today

for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by o
a ISA certified arborist | i

AT
: “‘f-.'

413-478-4212

dlandgtree.com
INSURED AND CERTIFIED




