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CPL Hosts Zen Coloring
By Christina Gioscia

Correspondent

CHICOPEE – The li-
brary hosted a Zen Coloring 
event on July 21. 

This workshop, run by 
Crayon Artist Marie Manley 
Tucker, was free to attend. 
Zen coloring offers a relaxing 
creative evening of stress-free 
fun for people of all ages to 
enjoy. 

Tucker started off by 
sharing previously done ex-
amples with attendees to al-
low them to get inspired. She 
then informed everyone that 
they could follow along with 
her own drawing instructions 

or simply draw what they 
would like. 

Tucker’s crayon art for 
the Zen Coloring took an ab-
stract approach. 

Tucker talked about the 
journey that led her to pursue 
this art form.

“Since about 2013 I have 
been working toward being 
published traditionally as an 
author or illustrator in picture 
books using a combination of 
traditional art, colored pencils 
and digital illustration. I have 
stories of my own and I’d love 
to illustrate other’s works. But 

TURLEY PHOTOSBY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA

The result of Marie Manley Tucker’s canvas at her Zen Coloring 
event.

By Brendan Rooney 
Correspondent 

CHICOPEE – A special 
moment unfolded in the city 
as the community gathered at 
the Chicopee Country Club 
to commemorate the legacy 
of the city’s greats, longtime 
golfing legend and former 
PGA Pro Bob O’Neill, on his 
90th birthday on Aug. 1.

Chicopee comes together
In attendance for the 

celebration were hundreds 

of friends, family, and local 
and former state officials 
who partook in the signature 
‘Bob O’Neill Invitational’, a 
tournament put together by 
his son and current Chicopee 
Country Club Golf Director 
Mike O’Neill, which left Bob 
speechless and full of grati-
tude surrounded by all as he 
kicked off the outing with the 
signature tee shot. 

“I have no other words, 
besides thank you,” O’Neill 
said after opening the tour-
nament. “I want to say thank 

you to all of the golfers, and 
to my family and friends; this 
is just amazing.” 

He then hopped into 
his golf cart and didn’t look 
back. 

Happy Birthday Bob!
Additional tributes came 

through as current Mayor 
John Vieau shared today is 
about Bob. 

“I’m just so happy to be 
part of his birthday celebra-
tion here today, and it just 
shows he’s[Bob] is loved 

and adored by his community, 
and it was a great day to golf, 
and that’s what [Bob] would 
love, and here’s to celebrate, 
which is just amazing,” Vieau 
said. “He is 90 years young, 
and I wish him another 10 or 
20, and again I’m just excited 
to be a part of this, and I’m 
happy to see the turnout who 
showed up in support of Bob; 
it’s extremely telling of the 
person and special individual 
he truly is.”

Family Portrait of the entire O’Neill family assembled. 	
TURLEY PHOTO BY BRENDAN ROONEY 

Voting 
location 
changes for
Ward 4, 5
announced

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE – Wards 
4 and 5 will have their vot-
ing locations changed, City 
Clerk Keith Rattell announced 
during the Aug. 4 City Coun-
cil meeting.

The announcement 
comes ahead of the state pri-
mary on Sept. 1.

Rattell explained how 
Ward 4 used to vote at the 
old Chicopee High School—
which is now Dupont Mid-
dle School—before it was 
changed to the senior center 
due to construction, while 
Ward 5 had residents voting 
at the First Central Baptist 
Church.

“We’re having an issue in 
(Ward) 5,” Rattell said. “First 
Central Baptist Church, it’s 
kind of tight to park in there. 
The new pastor wants us on 
the second floor, and that 
was problematic for the last 
two elections; they had us on 
the second floor. Lot of com-
plaints. People didn’t want to 
use the elevator or didn’t want 
to use the stairs and the lines 
were getting long. Can you 
imagine a presidential election 
where you’re waiting for the 
elevator, there’d be a line out 
the door, down the sidewalk 
and into the parking lot. So, 
First Central Baptist Church 
isn’t working out anymore.”

Rattell said the church 
rented the first floor to a 
school, which is why the sec-
ond floor would have had to 
be used. It was also the only 
option.

Summer Bash raises $15K for Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen
By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE – The 
Fourth Annual Riley’s Re-
sort Annual Summer Bash 
raised $15,210 to support 
Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen & 
Pantry on Aug. 1.

The event, now in its 
fourth year, is a fundraising 
event hosted by Kate and 
Nick Riley of Riley Home 
Realty to support a local non-
profit organization.

Last year’s event raised 
$11,960 for Lorraine’s and 
this year’s goal was $15,000. 

The festivities included 
over 50 raffle prizes, enter-
tainment from Trailer Trash, 
Otan Vargas and Joe Walsh 
on the bongos, a 360 photo 
booth, beer and wine from 
The Beer Guy, games of 
volleyball and cornhole and 
more. 

The Silver Sponsors 
were Curry Honda and Cur-
ry Nissan, while the Bronze 
Sponsors were Falls Piz-
za and Chicopee Industrial 
Contractors. 

Kate Riley explained 
that every year, a local non-
profit organization is chosen 
and 100% of proceeds from 
the event go to them. Origi-
nally starting as a birthday 

celebration for her husband 
and daughter, it became a 
fundraising event to support 
a nonprofit in the community 
that needs help. 

“The first two years 

was Boys & Girls Club. Last 
year—the third year—was 
Lorraine’s and we had such 
a great turnout,” Riley said. 
“We offered to have them 
come in again and they’ve 

been amazing. They have an 
amazing team that showed 
up and helped put everything 

Appointment of Chicopee’s new Chief HR Officer delayed
City Council 
voted Tuesday to table 
the appointment

By Dalton Zbierski 
Correspondent

CHICOPEE – The City 
Council made a unanimous 
decision Tuesday evening to 
delay the appointment of Bi-
anca Janeczek as the city’s 
next Chief Human Resources 
Officer. 

The request from Mayor 
John Vieau to appoint Jan-
eczek, a city resident, to the 
position was tabled by the 
councilors, who requested 
that they have an opportunity 

to interview her. 
Vieau had hoped that 

Janeczek could start as soon 
as Aug. 10.

For now, it will be a 
temporary appointment for 
90 days, and if approved, the 
appointment will then become 
permanent.

The key role in the city’s 
HR Department became 
available after Karla Bourassa 
moved out of state earlier this 
year. Vieau explained the cir-
cumstances.

“Our former HR direc-
tor has left and has relocated 
her entire family to Florida. If 
watching, I wish her the best 
in her future endeavors in the 
sunny state of Florida. But 

here in Chicopee, we received 
approximately 40 resumes,” 
Vieau said. 

According to the mayor, 
each resume was vetted by a 
panel that he put together. It 
featured some of the city’s top 
officials. 

“That panel included our 
police chief, our fire chief, our 
superintendent of DPW, our 
treasurer, myself and my chief 
of staff Mike Pise,” Vieau 
said. “We went through all of 
the resumes and chose which 
ones we thought were in our 
best interests of interviewing 
and narrowed it down to six 
who were interviewed in the 
first interview phase.” 

Vieau said the first round 

of interviews went very well 
and that the panel chose two 
final candidates. Every mem-
ber of the panel agreed to 
naming them as the finalists. 

“We chose to go forward 
with a second interview, and 
as Mayor, I wanted to really 
make this inclusive,” Vieau 
said. “So, I invited [the entire 
HR Department] to come up 
with some questions that they 
would like to ask the two fi-
nalists. They were part of the 
interview process, and I think 
they really appreciated it.”

Vieau noted that all six 
employees from the HR De-
partment and the entire se-
lection panel concluded that 
Janeczek is the best candi-

date for the job. 
Still, City Council want-

ed more information. The 
group may have felt it should 
have been more involved in 
the process. 

If ultimately approved 
and confirmed, Janeczek 
would be the city’s fourth HR 
Director in five years. Those 
who previously served in the 
role were Karla Bourassa 
from April 2025 to June of 
this year, Stephen Zajchows-
ki—who was hired as chief 
of Human Resources—in July 
2023 and then terminated in 
November 2024 after two in-

PHOTO COURTESY OF KIM CAISSE

Kate Riley with staff and board of directors at Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen & Pantry for The Fourth Annual Riley’s Resort Annual Sum-
mer Bash.
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HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your GOLD 
Towards A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

10% Off Jewelery Repairs expires
9/30/26.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Children’s Miracle Jeep Kruze unites community
By Brendan Rooney 

Correspondent

CHICOPEE — Earlier 
this summer, the Third An-
nual Children’s Miracle Jeep 
Kruze featured close to 150 
jeeps all adorned and decked 
out with different themes and 
designs that lined up at the 
starting point, which was the 
Metro Jeep Chrysler deal-
ership in the city, and were 
given an official police escort 
provided by deputies from the 
Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Office, all the way from Chi-
copee to the Unbroken Wings 
Thunder in the Valley Concert 
and Fireworks Festival, which 
took place in Easthampton on 
June 27. 

However, before the ride 
took off, Felicia Barr, the ser-
vice director at the dealership, 
provided a preview of what 
attendees could expect while 
touching upon the importance 
of this movement.  

“Well, first, we want to 
make clear that all proceeds 
benefit Unbroken Wings 
and the Children’s Miracle 
Network, and this is an all-
day event that will culmi-
nate in Easthampton,” Barr 
said. “So today my daughter 
made bracelets, we’re selling 
t-shirts, we have raffles, and it 
all goes toward helping raise 
money for the event, and we 
also have a variety of orga-

nizations and sponsors set 
to help us as well, such as 
COBB(Crippled Old Busted 
Bikers) and the BACA(Bikers 
Against Child Abuse Interna-
tional), who are going to be 
part of the drive as well, along 
with some from Unbroken 
Wings, and we couldn’t be 
happier with the turnout, and 
it’s only going to get bigger 
from here.” 

In addition, it was re-
vealed this past July via so-
cial media that the dealership 
raised over $11,000 for the 
Children’s Miracle Network, 
and it yielded the biggest 
turnout ever. 

The dealership shared 

a statement of gratitude to 
celebrate the monumental 
achievement, which read: 

“Thanks to this amaz-
ing community, we raised 
$11,000. A huge thank you to 
all the Jeepers, Terrain Rev-
olution, Unbroken Wings, 
BACA, COBB, our incredible 
staff, Sheriff’s Department, 
Holyoke and Chicopee PD, 
and everyone who came out 
to support such a great cause. 
Special thanks to Broken 
Wolf BBQ for keeping every-
one fed with amazing food 
throughout the day. We are 
so grateful to everyone who 
helped make this event possi-
ble. We can’t wait to do it all 

again next year!” they said. 
Next up for the dealer-

ship is the Make and Model 
Car show, which is currently 
scheduled later this month on 
Aug. 23, and will run from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. with funds 
being raised to benefit Bay-
state Children’s Hospital and 
Children’s Miracle Network, 
something Barr previewed 
during our interview back 
during our visit at the Jeep 
Kruze. 

“So, we’re looking for-
ward to that; we’re going 
to have axe throwing, food 
trucks, and we can’t wait; 
we’re hoping for a great turn-
out like usual,” Barr said. 

“We have New England Card 
Club helping us, and some of 
our sponsors are Ed’s Cus-
tom Muffler Shop and Parts 
Authority, and we feel it’s 

going to be a great event like 
always, and we can’t wait to 
see everyone.” 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BRENDAN ROONEY

Side view of this USA-themed Jeep that looks to ring in the 4th of July holiday.

Metro Jeep Chrysler Felicia Barr with family.

Another USA model and Jeep this time with tons of tinsel, and a 
few flags attached and displayed

Chicopee Public Library hosts 
programs for kids and families

CHICOPEE - Each 
month the Chicopee Public 
Library hosts a variety of 
free programs for children, 
teens, and families. The 
Youth Services Department 
provides opportunities for 
entertainment and enrich-
ment that promote literacy 
and explore creativity. Here 
is the slate of events for Au-
gust 2026. 

It’s Summer Reading 
Season! Did You Read To-
day? The annual  Summer 
Reading Challenge  is on 
and going strong. Read ev-
ery day from June 24 - Au-
gust 14. Read anything and 
everything, sign up to track 
your reading progress with 
Beanstack or on paper or 
both, and come to the library 
for creative activities and ex-
citing performances! Turn in 
your summer reading logs by 
Friday, Aug. 21. Raffle priz-
es will be drawn during the 
week of August 24. 

The  ChicopeeFRESH 
Community Kitchen food 
truck  will be in the library 
parking lot distributing free 
meals to kids 18 and under 
every weekday from 1:30 
to 2 p.m. June 29- August 
14. Grab your lunch and 
come inside for a place to eat 
and maybe some activities 
at  Lunch Club, weekdays 
1:30-2ish in the Children’s 
Room Activity Room.

Summer Storytime  will 
be held on  Tuesday Aug. 
11 at 10:30 a.m.  Listen to 
some read-aloud books, 
do some rhymes and songs 
and enjoy a craft or activity. 
This mixed-age storytime 
is geared towards 0-8 and 
should have something for 
everyone to enjoy.

End-of-Summer Festivi-
ties will be held on Wednes-
day, Aug. 12. Enjoy some ice 
cream with Mayor Vieau at 
1:30 p.m. and stick around 
for outdoor games, includ-

ing a bounce house obstacle 
course from 2 to 4 p.m. 

Join us for  Storytime 
at the Center Fresh Farmers 
Market, 31 Springfield St 
(aka The Hub) on  Wednes-
day, Aug. 19 at 3 p.m. 

Teens
All teen events are for 

ages 11-18. Space is limited 
and not guaranteed. Doors 
will close 15 min after the 
start time. 

On  Monday, Aug. 10 
at 6:30 p.m., teens can visit 
the library to build their very 
own Fairy House using craft 
sticks! All materials will be 
provided, and everyone will 
also get to bring home some 
extra accessories so you can 
make your fairy house truly 
one of a kind. 

Visit our website 
for more info about all 
of the library’s events! 
www.chicopeepubliclibrary.
org.

Council looks to curb loitering 
and camping in public
The proposals will be 
discussed further by 
the Ordinance
Committee

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

CHICOPEE – City 
Council quickly moved 
through two items during its 
meeting on Tuesday that may 
be worth a closer look. 

Council President/
Councilor-at-Large Frank 
Laflamme has requested or-
dinance changes regarding 
camping and loitering in pub-
lic. 

The entire board agreed 
to send both proposals to the 
Ordinance Committee for fur-
ther discussion. 

Laflamme was very brief 
in his explanation on Tuesday 
but made it clear through his 
actions that he believes Chi-
copee has a problem with 
people camping and loitering 
on public property.   

“We’ll take it up in 
committee. There’s a long 
length of stuff,” Laflamme 
said. “This was recommend-
ed from some of the staff at 
the city’s parks and facilities 
[departments] just to try to 
[improve the situation] a little 
bit.”

In the agenda provided 
ahead of each City Council 
meeting, several pages are 

dedicated to Laflamme’s pro-
posed ordinance changes. 

When it comes to camp-
sites, which are places that 
include bedding, sleeping 
bags or other materials used 
for bedding purposes; a stove, 
cooking facility or fire; or a 
tent, shack, structure or vehi-
cle, Laflamme would like to 
see them removed from pub-
lic property. 

According to his pro-
posal, public property refers 
to parks, buildings, struc-
tures, equipment, parking 
lots, bridges, benches, bridge 
nooks and ledges or other ar-
eas controlled by the city. 

The law change would 
make any campsite existing 
on private property subject 
to immediate removal. Any 
campsite that infringes with 
public sidewalks, roadways 
or alleys would also be pro-
hibited in the city. 

However, prior to remov-
ing a campsite, the city will 
give the individual residing 
there 24 hours to clear their 
belongings. Any property left 
behind would be immediately 
disposed of by the city. 

The removal and en-
forcement process would be 
enforced by the city’s Health 
Department, police depart-
ment, Building Department, 
Public Works Department and 
Parks Department. 

Those who violate the 
24-hour notice will be first 
hit with a $50 fine and an-

other $100 for a subsequent 
offense. Each day the person 
is in violations constitutes as 
a separate offense, under the 
proposed ordinance change. 

Meanwhile, loitering, 
which is considered remain-
ing idly in one location or 
wandering about aimlessly, 
would be outlawed in any 
area of Chicopee that is city, 
state or federally owned or 
controlled and accessible to 
the public. 

This includes buildings, 
streets, sidewalks, bridges, 
alleys, driveways and parking 
lots. 

No person would be al-
lowed to block the entrance to 
a public building or remain in 
a parking garage for extended 
amounts of time unless per-
mitted. 

Public transportation and 
school grounds are also list-
ed as spots where loitering 
would not be allowed. 

It is noted in the proposal 
that no person shall be con-
victed of a violation if it ap-
pears at trial that the explana-
tion for their action was true 
and determined as lawful. 

Those who violate the 
ordinance would be fined 
$50. Each day that the viola-
tion exists would be deemed a 
separate offense. 

Any individual who vi-
olates the ordinance change 
more than three times would 
be subject to a criminal com-
plaint. 

Listen, Share, Pray and Thank concert
INDIAN ORCHARD 

- A concert in Honor of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary will be 
held at Immaculate Concep-
tion Church, 25 Parker St. 
Indian Orchard, Ma on Sun-
day, Aug. 16, 2026 starting 
at 3 p.m. 

Join our Parish Choir 

in singing Polish, English & 
Latin Marian Hymns. Guest 
speakers during the Concert 
will be Franciscan Sisters of 
the Eucharist- Sister Faith 
Marie Woolsey FSE will 
speak about the Rosary and 
its significance, and Sister 
Rosario Ongayo FSE will 

speak about real life experi-
ences related to the myster-
ies of the Rosary.  

Light refreshments after 
the concert.

Program is sponsored 
by Parish Rosary Sodality, 
Free will offering will bene-
fit the parish.

Emmanuel College announces Spring 2026 Dean’s List
PLEASE REMEMBER TO RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

BOSTON - In recog-
nition of their outstanding 
academic achievement, Em-
manuel College has named 
more than 850 students to 

the Dean’s List for the Spring 
2026 semester. To earn a spot 
on the Dean’s List, Emmanuel 
students must achieve a grade 
point average of 3.5 or higher 

for a 16-credit semester.
From Chicopee: Gwyn-

eth Gagnon ,  Dafne Burgos, 
Victoria Lopez  and Jacob 
Proulx.
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Update on Smokestack 
Demolition on Uniroyal Property

CHICOPEE – The City 
of Chicopee is providing an 
update regarding the anticipat-
ed demolition of the smoke-
stack at the former Uniroyal 
property, located at 154 Grove 
Street.

There will be no public 
viewing associated with the 
demolition. The City is shar-
ing this update so residents 
are aware of the project’s sta-
tus and anticipated activity at 
the site.

As previously announced, 
demolition work was expect-
ed to begin in late June but has 
been delayed. Under a Coop-
eration Agreement with the 
City for the former Uniroyal 
property, the demolition work 
is being performed by con-

tractors for Michelin North 
America, Inc. (MNA). MNA 
is responsible for the smoke-
stack demolition and ongoing 
environmental remediation 
activities at the site. The city 
does not oversee the planning 
or implementation of this 
work. Once MNA provides a 
confirmed demolition sched-
ule, the city will share updated 
information with residents.

The city appreciates res-
idents’ patience and will con-
tinue to provide updates as ad-
ditional information becomes 
available. For any questions 
on the process, residents are 
urged to call the Chicopee 
Planning Department. They 
can be reached at 413-594-
1515.

Chicopee Galaxy holds football skills camp
By Brendan Rooney 

Correspondent

CHICOPEE – Last 
month, the Chicopee Galaxy 
Youth Association conducted 
a free-to-all summer football 
skills camp that ran for three 
weeks and was deemed an 
overall success. 

The skills camp took 
place from 6 to 8 p.m. behind 
the field at Bellamy Middle 
School. 

It was once again led by 
Galaxy head coach Demetri-
us Wilson, who spoke with 
the Chicopee Register during 
one of the practices, as a full 
crowd of all ages and genders 
participated, as coaches and 
loved ones watched on. 

“The main goal of this 
camp is to get the kids out-
side; we want them running 
around, we want them having 
fun, and less time away from 
the video games and screens,” 
Wilson said. 

He then touched upon the 
importance of the student-ath-
letes who are now heading 
off to high school, noting that 
he felt the camps allowed the 
kids to get a bit of a head start 
in conditioning and other ar-
eas. 

“I feel these kids will 
have a bit of an advantage, 
because they consistently 
showed up, they worked hard, 
and put in the focus and dedi-

cation to get better, across the 
board, and I feel that’s going 
to reflect and transfer during 
the tryout phase, because it al-
ready shows their work ethic 
is extremely high, and that’s 
something that will go a long 
way in the eyes of the coach-
es, no matter the sport they 
are going to focus on,” Wilson 
said.

In addition to celebrating 
the conclusion of the skills 
camp, the Galaxy shared an 
official statement of gratitude 
on their social media.

“We want to extend a 

heartfelt thank you to every 
player, parent, coach and vol-
unteer who made this year’s 
camp such a success,” the 
organization said. “Over the 
past three weeks, we watched 
our young athletes work hard, 
improve their skills, build 
confidence, and have fun. 
Their effort, enthusiasm, and 
commitment made this camp 
truly special. We can’t wait to 
see all of our athletes contin-

ue to grow, compete, and put 
the skills they’ve learned into 
action.” 

Currently, the fall season 
is underway, which consists 
of tackle football and cheer-
leading. 

For more information 
about the Chicopee Galaxy 
Youth Association, feel free to 
check out their various social 
media pages across all plat-
forms. 

Venue Change  for 2026 
Chicopee National Night Out

Players await lined up in formation for another practice run. 	 SUBMITTED PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE CHICOPEE GALAXY 

Players gather and listen to one of the coaches. 

Children’s Summer Art Class offered
CHICOPEE – A Summer 

Art Class for children ages 
2.9 to 5 years old will be held 
on Thursdays from 3:30 to 5 
p.m. July 23 through Aug. 27.

Head Start Center, 216 
Broadway Street in Chicopee.

Designed for kids to 
explore, imagine, and truly 
express themselves. Art sup-

plies included. 
Call or e-mail to Silvia 

413-505-9053 or durands@
headstart.org.

Sponsored by the Holy-
oke Chicopee Coordinated 
Family and Community En-
gagement Grant from the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Early Education and Care.

CHICOPEE – The 
Chicopee Comprehensive 
High School Class of 1986 
will celebrate its 40-Year 
Class Reunion on Satur-
day, September 26, 2026, 
at The View Street Tavern 
in Chicopee.

Appetizers, cash bar, 
music, dancing - and  an 
opportunity to recon-
nect with classmates. For 
those interested, a round 

of golf will also be held 
that morning/afternoon.

Classmates are en-
couraged to email their 
current contact informa-
tion to  chicopeecomp86@
gmail.com  to receive fu-
ture reunion updates and 
to let us know if you plan 
to attend.

We look forward to 
celebrating 40 years with 
the Class of 1986.

Chicopee Comprehensive 
High School Class of 1986 - 
40th Class Reunion

CHICOPEE – The po-
lice department shared the 
following Facebook post on 
July 8 on this year’s Nation-
al Night Out:

“Due to unforeseen 
delays in the ongoing con-
struction, we are unable 
to host this year’s Nation-
al Night Out at Sarah Jane 
Park.

However, the commu-
nity fun is still happening! 
We are moving the event to 
a new location for this year: 
Szot Park.

We can’t wait to return 
to Sarah Jane Park next year 
in 2027 to celebrate in the 

beautifully upgraded space! 
Until then, join us for a fan-
tastic evening at our tempo-
rary 2026 home.

Event Details:
New Location: Szot 

Park (97 Sergeant Tracy 
Drive)

Date: Aug. 10, 2026
Rain Date: Aug. 13, 

2026
Time: 5 p.m. until 9 

p.m.
Please share this post 

with your friends, family, 
and neighbors to help us 
spread the word about the 
venue change. We look for-
ward to seeing you there.

Frozen Polish Food Sale Aug. 15
INDIAN ORCHARD – 

There will be a Frozen Pol-
ish Food Sale at Immaculate

Conception Church 
Hall 25 Parker St. Indian 
Orchard, Ma on

Saturday, August 15, 
2026 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Golabki—Three per 
package--$12 

Kapusta--Large Con-
tainer--$12

Pierogi (Cabbage, pota-
to and cheese, sweet cheese, 
blueberry) one dozen--$15.

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!

JUNK REMOVAL
ATTIC, CELLAR & GARAGE CLEAN OUTS

POOLS & HOT TUBS REMOVED
Support Small Business, Keep Money Local

BOB ROBILLARDS RUBBISH REMOVAL

537-5090Family owned and 
operated since 1950
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in my

By Ellenor Downer

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

OPINION

WE CARE ABOUT 
YOUR NEWS!
The Chicopee Register 

welcomes submissions 
of news in or related to 

Chicopee and its residents. 
Our "People News," is filled 
with submitted engagement 
announcements, wedding 

announcements, birth 
announcements, your new 
baby or news about your 
25th or 50th anniversary 

celebrations. Please e-mail 
correspondence along with a 
photo to chicopeeregister@

turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,

c/o Turley Publications, 
24 Water Street,

Palmer, MA 01069.

Chicopee Register

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Wendy Delcamp

wdelcamp@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The Chicopee Register is
published every Friday by 
Turley Publications, Inc., 

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393, 

Fax  (413) 289-1977. 

WEB
chicopeeregister.

turley.com

PHONE
(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

Letters to the 
Editor

Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length. No 

unsigned or anonymous opinions will 
be published. We require letter writers 
to include his or her town of residence 

and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication.  We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed  to be libelous or contain  

unsubstantiated allegations,  personal 
attacks, defamation of  character and 
offensive language.  All unknown or 
alleged facts and  quotations offered 
by the author need to cite credible, 

unbiased sources. 

Send letters to:
The Chicopee Register, 

24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069

or email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.

The deadline for
submissions is Tuesday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues 
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be 
received by noon Monday to be considered for 
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters 
will be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be printed. 
If the volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, or if 
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative 
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 
413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as 
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order 
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact 
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.

By Brandice J. O’Brien
Marketing and Communications 

Manager, Greater Springfield 
Habitat for Humanity

WEST SPRINGFIELD 
– Wayne, a 72-year-old Navy 
veteran, enjoys life’s simple 
pleasures: tending to his gar-
den, mowing the lawn, spend-
ing time with his service dog, 
Maxine, and savoring a mug 
of coffee on his deck. But in 
recent years, those moments 
have been overshadowed by 
concerns about safety.

The deck outside 
Wayne’s West Springfield 
mobile home had become 
increasingly unstable, with 
rotting planks and a leaking 
sliding door that let rainwa-
ter seep inside. The deterio-
ration had become so severe 
that Wayne worried about 
falling through the deck. In 
fact, his cane had already 
poked through some of the 
weakened boards and Wayne 
feared he might lose his home 
altogether.

Earlier this year, Wayne 
reached out to Greater 
Springfield Habitat for Hu-
manity (GSHFH) and spoke 
with Executive Director Ai-
mee Giroux, after learning 
about the nonprofit’s Veter-
ans Build Home Preservation 
program from his peers at the 
U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA). With support 
from The Home Depot Foun-
dation, GSHFH is repairing 
Wayne’s deck and damaged 
sliding door, helping him re-
main safely in the home he 
loves. 

“I’m very thankful to get 
these things fixed. I was wor-
ried about the house being 
condemned and being forced 
to move out,” said Wayne. 
“Working with Habitat has 
been a very good experience. 
It’s been a pleasure to work 
with Aimee.” 

GSHFH’s Veteran Home 
Preservation Program is a 
part of a national initiative to 
provide housing solutions to 
US veterans, military service 
members, and their families. 
Services include accessibility 

modifications for bathrooms 
and kitchens, ramps, roof 
repair/replacement, weather-
ization, heating system up-
grades, porch/stair repairs, 
and hard surface flooring to 
help with mobility.

Wayne and his wife, 
Linda, purchased the mobile 
home in April 2017. They had 
moved to Western Massachu-
setts two years earlier from 
Charleston, South Carolina, 

to be closer to Linda’s family.
In recent years, Linda 

moved in with her mother 
to provide around-the-clock 
care, but the couple who are 
parents to six adult children 
remain close. These days, 
Wayne spends much of his 
time with Maxine, his trained 
American Pit Bull Terrier 
service dog, who he rescued 
nearly four years ago from 
Thomas J O’Connor Animal 
Control & Adoption Center in 
Springfield.

“She’s very protective of 
me and is blind in the right 
eye, like I am,” Wayne said 
speaking of Maxine’s missing 
right eye, which she lost after 
she was hit by a car. “That’s 
what caught my eye.”

Wayne is legally blind 
and lives with Parkinson’s 
disease, which he says hasn’t 
advanced significantly thanks, 
in part, to the active lifestyle 
he developed during his years 
in the U.S. Navy. Wayne 
served more than a decade in 
the Navy, where he worked in 
technology and later became 
a journeyman electrician after 
he was medically discharged. 

“Every veteran deserves 
a safe place to call home,” 
said Aimee. “Thanks to Team 
Depot’s support, Wayne can 
remain in the home he loves 
with the safety, indepen-
dence, and peace of mind he 
deserves.”

A Belchertown resident 
shared this photo of a glossy 
ibis he took at Lake Wallace. 

The glossy ibis is  a 
medium-sized wading bird, 
18.9 to 26 inches long, with 
compact body, long neck, 
long legs and long, curved 
bill.

The plumage appears 
dark, almost blackish, at a 
distance or in poor light. Up 
close, the body is maroon 
with wing coverts showing 
a metallic green, bronze and 
violet tones.

Juveniles are a dull-
er brown color with some 
white streaking on their neck

Glossy Ibis occur in 
flocks, both at nesting col-
onies and when foraging. 
They typically feed by low-
ering the bill into water, mud 
or soil, to feel for prey.

In addition to consum-
ing animal matter, plants 
may constitute a major por-
tion of their diet during some 
seasons.

They frequent almost 
any wetland environment 
with shallow water or ex-
posed mud and also readily 
feed in farm fields or open 
areas where soils are moist.

They inhabit shallow 
freshwater wetlands as well 
as brackish and saltwater 
wetlands, mangroves, and 
rice fields. Over much of its 
range,  

When flying, the glossy 
ibis has its neck stretched 
forward and legs straight be-
hind it. The glossy ibis does 
not call often, but may make 
murmuring sounds while 
foraging.

During the breeding 
season, glossy ibises will 

court one another by 
preening and touch-
ing bills. Males and 
females will work to-
gether to build a large 
nest. 

Nesting in tight 
colonies, glossy ibis 
nests are often no 
more than 2 feet away 
from each other. The 
female will lay three to 
four eggs and incubate 
them for 20-22 days. 

Glossy ibises can 
be found across the 

globe. Their range has great-
ly expanded in the 20th cen-
tury in North America. 

This species has gone 
from a rare and local Florida 
species to regularly breed-
ing as far north as Maine 
and occasionally along the 
east coast of Canada. The 
first Massachusetts nests 
were found at coastal sites 
in 1974. 

The oldest recorded 
glossy ibis was at least 21 
years old and lived in Virgin-
ia between 1971 and 1992.

Sutton birds
Recently, my broth-

er and sister-in-law hosted 
a pool party. My brother, 
Ted, puts out grape jelly for 
the Baltimore orioles and 
a nectar feeder for the ru-
by-throated hummingbirds 
on his deck. 

Birds included male 
and female ruby-throated 
hummingbirds for the nec-
tar feeder. Baltimore orioles, 
red-bellied woodpecker, 
downy woodpecker and a 
scarlet tanager came to the 
deck. 

They also have a pond 
that abuts their backyard. 
They have a pair of mute 
swans on the pond. They 
raised a family for several 
years in a row.

Great blue heron
I often see a great blue 

heron wading in Long Pond 
in Rutland. Every tine I 
drive along Route 122 by 
the pond, I look for the her-
on. 

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

PHOTO BY DOUG MOORE

Juvenile glossy ibis

A veteran finds peace of mind through home repairs

Wayne’s new deck while it’s under construction.

Wayne gives a thumbs up on his new deck as he poses on his 
new deck at his West Springfield home.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Edgar Herrera of Greater Springfield Habitat for Humanity’s 
construction crew works on the new deck. 

When should my wife file for 
spouse benefits?

Dear Rusty: 
My wife is 66 (born 

February 1960) and started 
taking Social Security re-
tirement benefits just over 
one year ago at age 65. 

She was a stay-at-home 
Mom for most of her adult 
life. I turned 62 this past 
March and received my 
first SS payment recently 
for a May 2026 start. We 
are scheduled to meet with 
SSA in late July to initiate 
spousal benefits because my 
wife’s current benefits are 
less than 50% of mine. 

We also have an adult 
disabled son, who receives 
Supplemental Security In-
come and Social Security 
benefits (this split in benefit 
sources happened after my 
wife filed - that whole pro-
cess was confusing and we 
don’t understand it). 

My question relates to 
spousal benefits (I was a ca-
reer finance person but don’t 
completely understand these 
rules). We were going to 
file in July but is there any 
benefit to waiting until she 
turns 67? And will her 50% 
benefit be 50% of my lower 

benefit due to my filing at 62 
or is that based on another 
amount? 

Signed: Confused Fi-
nance Guy 

Dear Confused: 
First, be aware that your 

wife’s spousal benefit will 
be based on her age when 
she claims it, and half of 
your Full Retirement Age, 
(although you claimed at 62, 
her benefit as your spouse 
will still be based on your 
FRA entitlement). 

Because she claimed 
her SS retirement at 65, 
your wife will not get 50% 
of your FRA entitlement; 
rather she will get her own 
reduced SS retirement ben-
efit (which was reduced by 
about 13% from her FRA 
entitlement) plus a “spousal 
boost.” The amount of that 
“boost” will be the differ-
ence between her own FRA 
entitlement and half of your 
FRA entitlement, but that 
boost amount will also be 
reduced because she will be 

See SOCIAL 
SECURITY page 8



August 7, 2026 Chicopee Register Page 5 

IN THE CITY

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST $289

lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

ASST. PORK LOIN CHOPS .....

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
8/6-8/12/268/6-8/12/26

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
71/90 CT1 LB. BAG  .......................
 

USDA INSP. PEPPERIDGE FARMS

CHOCOLATE FUDGE 
LAYER CAKE 19.6 OZ .........................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$399

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN TOTINO’S

TRIPLE CHEESE 4 PAK 
PARTY PIZZA 39.2 OZ .....................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN 10 LB. BAG ..

$229
lb

lb

USDA INSP. 

TURKEY BREAST ..........................

lb

lb
$299

$369

$179

USDA INSP. FRESH TWIN PAK
PORK SPARE RIBS ................ $266

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$428
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$149
lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKEN .................................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGH ............................

$499

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK ..............

$399

ea
USDA INSP. 

FRESH BONELESS

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. 

SWISS CHEESE .............................$449
lb

lb
$489

WHOLE EYE ROUND

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI

2/$9

$929
lb

BEEF RIB EYE
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALF

 

Former State Rep. Joe 
Wagner echoed similar senti-
ments. 

“This celebration is truly 
Chicopee at its best, and the 
O’Neill name carries a great 
reputation not only in the 
game of golf, but also here in 
the city,” Wagner said. “I also 
want to wish Bob a very hap-
py birthday, and it’s truly spe-
cial to be here with so many.” 

Longtime friend and am-
ateur champion Ed Polchlo-
pek Jr, offered a simple mes-
sage.

“Hey Bob, this is your 
friend Eddie. I want to wish 
you a happy birthday, and 
what a great turnout; you tru-
ly deserve this,” Polchlopek 
Jr. said.

“Golf is in our blood”
As the day went on, Mike 

O’Neill explained how the 
idea for the festivities came 
together and that he wanted to 
do his father justice. 

“Honestly, this started 
as a family thing, ‘a simple 
let’s get the family together 
and go play golf’, but I talked 
to friends, and they told me, 
‘You know what, do just for 
a whole day for him, and we 
decided let’s do it,”’ O’Neill 
said. “And we couldn’t be 
happier with how things 
turned out, because we have 
family from all over the coun-
try here today; we got family 
from Chicago, Wisconsin and 
Florida, so it’s quite special 

to celebrate the way we did. 
I mean, how many 90-year-
olds do you know that are still 
working, and can play golf, 
and enjoy it? That’s absolute-
ly why we did.”

He added his dad is an 
ultimate professional, citing 
a Hall of Fame career that 
spans more than four decades 
as a pro. 

“Golf is in his blood, and 
it’s ours,” O’Neill said. “He 
first started his career by be-
ing the head pro at the old Ox-
ford Country Club, where he 
was the head pro for 13 sea-
sons, from 1965 to 1977, and 
worked there in the fall and 
spring, and in the wintertime, 
he worked at Spalding for 10 
years and a little well-known 
tidbit, he made a set of clubs 
for President Dwight D.[Ei-
senhower], while at Spalding, 
so that’s a cool fact to know,” 
O’Neill said. “In 1978, he got 
offered the head pro job at the 
Ludlow Country Club, and he 
worked there until 2007, then 
took a year off, and quickly 
returned to the workforce by 
being a part-timer at Mill Val-
ley for one year, and then in 
2009 he joined us, and he’s 
been up here as a starter for 
more than 16 years. So, in to-
tal he’s been in the golf indus-
try for 70-plus years, and he’s 
still working, and passing on 
what he knows.”

Bob O’Neill is a true Hall
 of Famer

Taking a look back at 
some of Bob’s stats and ac-

colades, they consist of two 
club championships during 
his tenure at Oxford, with 
tournament highlights in-
cluding a Pro-Club Cham-
pionship win as an amateur 
with the late Ed Rubis and 
as a pro with amateur Pol-
chlopek Jr, one of his friends. 
He also partook in the Spal-
ding Industrial Tournament 
in New Jersey as a four-man 
team with Walt Dobrizycki, 
Cookie Pajak and Mickey 
Sliwa; one career ace, at the 
205-yard fourth hole (with 
a two-iron) at Oxford CC, 
and shot a personal best Ca-
reer-Low Round of 67 at Ox-
ford as well. 

He is also a proud mem-
ber of the Western Massa-
chusetts Golf Hall of Fame, 
where he was inducted in 
2016 as part of its 10th an-
niversary class, along with 
being a guest of honor at the 
Western Mass Tee Party in 
1988. 

Past Present Future
Mike O’Neill added that 

he and his staff feel that the 

club benefits by having two 
pros on staff for the price of 
one, and that his bond with 
his dad continues to grow. 

“It’s huge because I grew 
up working for him, and now 
the tables have kind of turned 
because he’s working for me, 
but it’s all good fun, because 
we both love coming to the 

golf course, and even though 
we don’t play much, we still 
watch, and offer advice, and 
pass on what we know, be-
cause that’s how we were 
raised, and so when we were 
younger, we all played, and 
now we’re running the place, 
and we couldn’t be happier,” 
O’Neill said. 

The celebration capped 
off with a family portrait out 
on the green where he took 
the tee shot prior in the day, 
and then a BBQ cookout that 
was full of laughs and good 
times, with Bob surrounded 
by countless family, friends, 
and loved ones, to help solid-
ify the historic milestone.

O’NEILL
from page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTO CREDIT: CHICOPEE COUNTRY CLUB 

From Left to Right: Amy Tang (left) and Bosheng Zhang (right) celebrate winning their respective 
divisions at the AJGA golf tournament.

By Brendan Rooney 
Correspondent 

CHICOPEE – Earlier this 
summer, the American Junior 
Golf Association (AJGA) re-
turned to the Chicopee Coun-
try Club for the FM Junior 
Championship, presented by 
the John D. Mineck Foun-
dation, marking the eighth 
consecutive year the club has 
hosted the tournament. 

Reflecting on the strength 
of the field was AJGA Tour-
nament Director Alyssa Cor-
rion, who revealed that the 
organization hosts more than 
150 tournaments nationwide 
and offers a plethora of op-
portunities. 

“This tournament here 
today consists of 96 play-
ers ranging from ages 12 to 
19, and they are some of the 
nation’s best, and they come 
from all parts of the world, 
and a lot of them are look-
ing to  get a college scholar-
ship, while getting this sense 
of professional and cham-
pionship-caliber exposure,” 
Corrion said. “Some of our 
tournaments consist of pre-
views, which are for younger 

players getting into their first 
AJGA Tournament; we also 
have invitationals, which help 
players earn stars, allowing 
them to move up in the Rolex 
ranking, which grant the op-
portunity to qualify into high-
er-level tournaments.” 

This year’s field was 
elite: 12 past AJGA champi-
ons, seven players inside the 
top 150 of the Rolex AJGA 
rankings, and 41 international 
players from seven different 
countries all participated. 

Echoing Corrion’s state-
ments was Chicopee Country 
Club Golf Director Mike O’ 
Neill. 

“This is a chance and 
stage for these students to not 
only further and develop their 
golf game, but also earn an 
opportunity to advance their 
education. And what I mean 
by that is a lot of them are 
going to be entering college 
in the next couple of years or 
already have, and we actually 
get a ton of college scouts and 
coaches who come out here 
to watch and recruit,” O’Neill 
said. “We have seen Harvard 
out here before, Yale, Boston 
College, just to name a few.” 

He also touched upon 
the economic impact that the 
tournament provides not only 
to the city, but the region. 

“The families are from 
all over the world; some came 
from Canada, China, Mexi-
co, Australia, and they don’t 
come for a few days; they 
are here for the entire week. 
And with it being the Fourth 
of July, everybody is going to 
Cape Cod or Maine or Hamp-
ton Beach, or they’re heading 
for the beaches, but it is nice 
to have some people here to 
show them what Chicopee is 
all about and showcase the 
Chicopee Country Club,” 
O’Neil said.  

And for those in atten-
dance, the action didn’t dis-
appoint after an extensive 
three-day 54-hole, two first-
time champions emerged on 
July 3. 

Making history within 
the girls division was Amy 
Tang of New Zealand, who 
shot six under par, which was 
her first career AJGA win, 
and was rewarded with the 
ultimate prize of receiving an 
exemption from FM Global 
into the official qualifier for 

the LPGA’s FM Champion-
ship later this month at TPC 
Boston, in Norton, MA. 

However, for the boys 
it wasn’t smooth sailing as a 
nail-biting three-way playoff 
grabbed the attention of all e 
final day of play, extending 

play four extra holes before 
Bosheng Zhang of British 
Columbia, Canada secured 
a birdie to capture the title, 
capping off his afternoon 
eight under par to record his 
first-ever AJGA victory.  

Corrion then closed her 

thoughts by touching upon 
the importance of the partner-
ship between the AJGA and 
the Chicopee Country Club, 
citing it’s a mutually benefi-

AJGA hosts FM Junior Championship

See AJGA 
TOURNAMENT page 6

A celebration and legacy table showing all of Bob’s achievements.
City Council Vice President/Ward 6 Councilor Sam Shumsky with Ward 5 Councilor Joe Pasternak III 
with friends and Bob O’Neill. 

Card table showing Bob O’Neill’s PGA golfer status with a com-
memorative plaque. 

Gene and Denise Przybylowicz with Gina Kos and Former Chicopee Mayor Richard Kos.
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cial one, and one she hopes 
continues.

“We have been here for 
eight years now, and it’s al-
ways great to know Chicop-
ee comes together, and that 
gives this tournament a local 

feel, which makes this a spe-
cial moment for our players,” 
Corrion said. “We had many 
volunteers come out and help 
us with timing, getting scores, 
and offering a sense of cama-
raderie, and we are always 
pleased with the level of pro-
fessionalism that Chicopee 
continues to provide.”

O’Neill shared that there 
was close to 50 volunteers 
who helped make the tourna-
ment shine. 

“For example, we had 
City Council Vice President 
Sam [Shumsky], and the rest 
were a mix of Chicopee resi-
dents; some were golfers, oth-
ers had never held a golf club 
before, and they all shared the 
common goal of wanting to be 
a part of this,” O’Neill said. 

According to the AJGA 
website, since its inception in 
2018, the FM Junior Cham-
pionship has provided more 

than 1,200 playing opportu-
nities for junior golfers across 
tournaments and qualifying 
rounds. In addition to com-
petitive development, the 
event has generated more 
than $1.9 million in total eco-
nomic impact for the Chicop-
ee community through travel, 
lodging and local spending.

O’Neill shared that spon-
sorships were instrumental in 
helping to defer the expenses 
of this event, as when there 
is a surplus, the AJGA will 
donate half of the funds back 
to the local community. He 

added that some local organi-
zations in Chicopee that have 
benefited from these funds 
included the Chicopee Boys 
and Girls Club, Lorraine’s 
Soup Kitchen and Pantry and 
Sunshine Village.

O’Neill capped off his 
thoughts by reflecting on the 
success of the annual event, 
and he hopes it continues. 

“I felt the players and 
the parents were very appre-
ciative of our service, and it 
shows because the reception 
continues to be strong, and 
the message is that we hear 
is that they [the AJGA] love 
Chicopee, and we love hav-
ing them. We hope to make 
this an annual event and 
couldn’t be happier,” O’Neill 
said. 

The Chicopee Country 
Club also added a statement 
of gratitude on their social 
media as well.

“This wouldn’t be the 
great event it is without the 
help of the following: Our 
Superintendent Mike Bach 

and his staff for having and 
keeping our course in impec-
cable conditions through the 
hot, challenging temps; Vir-
ginia Robak and her dedicat-
ed crew of volunteers helping 
the golfers and their follow-
ers by keeping them hydrat-
ed and guiding them around 
the links; Eric Gower, Kevin 
Brown and their restaurant 
staff for keeping all golfers, 
patrons and workers well fed 
and hydrated with delicious 
foods for the week,” the post 
said. “We also want to thank 
our Local sponsors, Polish 
National Credit Union and 
Amy’s Landscaping, for the 
financial help as well as food, 
water, and dinner donations. 
Finally, to the golf staff and 
AJGA staff who work so well 
together not only during the 
tournament but leading up to 
it by getting the ‘behind the 
scenes’ duties complete to 
make this another successful 
tournament for all involved. 
Thank you all.”  

IN THE CITY

that I dreamt of to reality, 
which is amazing and we are 
so excited to see what tonight 
profits and we give to them 
because they deserve it. They 
work very hard for our com-
munity and we’re just happy 
to bring everyone together for 
a good time.”

Riley was ecstatic with 
the turnout, adding she hopes 
to add more nonprofits to her 
list to support next. 

“We give back. That’s 
our main focus is we teach 
our family and we believe 
that bringing the community 
together and bringing back is 
truly important, so that’s what 
we like to do and that’s what 
we’re here doing tonight,” Ri-
ley said. 

She also expressed grat-
itude for the local business-
es and community members 
who donated raffle items and 
sponsored the event. 

“It feels so good. I can’t 
tell you how good it feels to 
see everyone turn out, to see 
everyone of having elves 
show up all week with bas-
kets on my porch. Just to help 
give back any way they can. 
So, we truly appreciate every 
little help we can get,” Riley 
said.

Riley said the event can 
help raise awareness too.

“It lets everyone know 
what Lorraine’s does and 
what they’re capable of and 
how much help they really do 
need, because the community 
relies on them. Our neighbors 
need the help and now’s a bet-
ter time than any time,” Riley 
said. “So, being able to give 
back this way and watching 
them—Lorraine’s crew, the 
team—be such a big part and 
so grateful, it’s pretty amaz-
ing. It’s an amazing feeling.”

Kim Caisse, executive 
director at Lorraine’s Soup 
Kitchen & Pantry, praised 
the Rileys, calling them “so 
amazing.”

“All of the support they 
give not only to Lorraine’s, 
but they’re out there in the 
community. Kate is on ev-
ery board or every com-

mittee. They’re just really 
great. We’re so appreciative,” 
Caisse said.

Caisse emphasized the 
importance of an event like 
this to bring the community 
together and spread the word.

“We’re also getting our 
name out there. People are 
more aware of who we are 
and what we do, what we’re 
doing for the community. 
That’s the important piece. 
We want people to know that 
Lorraine’s is here to help 
anyone in Chicopee who’s in 
need,” Caisse said. “So that’s 
what this is about, getting the 
word out.”

Also, to continue sup-
porting them during the sum-
mer months with kids out of 
school and costs continuing 

to rise for families. 
“We’re seeing a lot more 

people come in through the 
pantry, so that means more 
families are coming in with 
more kids and so they need 
more food. It’s so important 
for the community,” Caisse 
said. 

On food donations need-
ed right now, Caisse said they 
include canned fruit, canned 
beans and tomato products 
such as tomato sauce and 
diced tomatoes.

Also, Lorraine’s is al-
ways looking for volunteers.

“We’re always looking 
for volunteers because we get 
kids in through the summer 
and then they’ll start to leave 
after they do their hours. 
Some of whom are leaving 

us so we’re looking to replace 
them with new ones,” Caisse 
said. “We have a few spots 
open in the mornings for 
people and we start at 8 a.m. 
stocking shelves and doing 
cleanup and all that kind of 
stuff. So, there’s always need 
for volunteers.”

Caisse also thanked The 
Beer Guy for a $1,000 do-
nation he presented to Lor-
raine’s as the event began.

“He’s amazing. He’s so 
great to us. Last year, he do-
nated $500 and this year he 
said he wanted to double it 
and as soon as the event start-
ed, he came over with a check 
and that was just amazing,” 
Caisse said. “It was unexpect-
ed, but it was a nice pleasure 
too. It was great.” 

Caisse said the commu-
nity can continue supporting 
Lorraine’s throughout the 
year through food and mone-
tary donations and volunteer-
ing their time. Her message 
was this.

“This just means so much 
to all of us at Lorraine’s, my-
self, our board. It’s going to 
be so helpful to our clients 
that come in. We appreciate 
all of the efforts that everyone 
makes for us,” Caisse said.

Riley encouraged the 
community to come out next 
year, which will take place 
August 7, 2027 and that they 
are always looking for spon-
sors and donors. 

“I just want to say thank 
you for believing in us and 
thank you for making this 
happen. It’s truly a great thing 
we look forward to every year 
and we hope that every year it 
gets better and better,” Riley 
said. 

SUMMER BASH
from page 1

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
 45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard

Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, COINS, 
COLLECTIONS, WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Oldies from The Estate

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065
OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

AJGA TOURNAMENT
from page 5

my work had its long breaks 
due to rejections and such. I 
was giving as much as I re-
ceived in terms of the kid lit 
community. I couldn’t give 
anymore, and I had stopped 
making new art myself. So, 
I started coloring in color-
ing books. Markers seemed 
to be my enemy, and col-
ored pencils I felt needed to 
be reserved for my work,” 
Tucker said. “So, I played 
with Crayola crayons again. 
I was just doodling, and 
then I decided to re-create 
my favorite work of art as 
a teen- Van Gogh’s Starry 
Night. It was hours of chill 
time. It was fun trying to 
figure out how to show the 
movement in the piece with 
crayons strokes rather than 
paint.”

Tucker then explained 
the process of developing 
a technique that could be 
used for teaching those who 
may not be familiar with the 
style of artwork.  

“I broke it down into 
simpler steps, fewer col-
ors, and voila. I knew I had 
the ability to lead others in 
creating impressionist art-
work. I tried it out on Mon-
et’s Water Lilies. I broke it 
down and found it was even 
simpler than Starry Night. 
I pitched the workshops to 
my local libraries. Storrs 
Library of Longmeadow 
hosted me first. I led a full 
house of adult artists in cre-
ating Water Lilies. Heather 
O’Connor of Storrs Library 
sent a glowing review of my 
workshop out into the local 
library inter-system,” Tuck-
er said. “Before I knew it, I 
had bookings like crazy.”

She added about bring-
ing in other works of art to 
create other workshops.

“I have been adding 
works of art to my selec-
tions. And I created differ-
ent workshops for littles. 
They often have a theme, 
such as stuffy portraits or 
cat, space, dinos, seasons. 
I started playing with lines 
and shapes and filling in 
spaces with colors and shad-
ing and voila again. I creat-
ed a workshop that could be 
enjoyed by all ages, even 
varied ages within a single 
workshop,” Tucker said. 

Tucker then shared her 
passion for bringing these 
workshops to different com-
munities. 

“Art makes people hap-
py. If I can spread the hap-
py, I’m happy. Having the 
opportunity in the public 
library system to share art is 
amazing. I’m so grateful to 
the public library program 
directors for keeping art 
making as an important part 
of their schedule for their 
patrons. It means people can 
take a break in a safe space 
and just play or relax. I love 
being a part of that,” Tucker 
said.

By taking the time to 
develop different work-
shops targeted at various 
age groups and skill lev-
els, Tucker has managed 
to create many workshops 
for people to enjoy. These 
workshops not only make 
art accessible to others; 
but they also allow Tuck-
er to share her talent and 
gain new inspiration for her 
work. 

For more information 
about upcoming events at 
the Chicopee Public Library 
visit chicopeepubliclibrary.
org. 

For more information 
about workshops hosted by 
Tucker, visit mariemanley-
tucker.com.

TURLEY PHOTO BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA

A before of Marie Manley Tucker’s canvas at her Zen Coloring 
event.

ZEN COLORING
from page 1

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KIM CAISSE

The Beer Guy presented a $1,000 donation to Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen & Pantry during the event as 
well. 

Attendees chat with The Beer Guy as the event gets underway.
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Rumbleseat advances to finals of PVSSL playoffs

TJake Thibideau advances 
up the field.

Jack Leland traps the ball 
and tries to outmaneuver and 
opponent.

Shane Denault looks to clear 
the ball.

CHICOPEE – The second-seeded Rumbleseat 
defeated KO Elites 2-0 in the semifinals of the Pioneer 
Valley Summer Soccer League playoffs in the Men’s 
Division. Rumbleseat would move into the finals last 
Friday evening to take on Mt. Carmel. Highlights and 
photos from that game will be in next week’s edition.

Evan 
Ricelli 
possesses 
the ball.

Kyle Girourd starts a move up the field.
URLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

SOUTH HADLEY – In 
last week’s PVSSL summer 
playoffs, the CF Arbor Men’s 
soccer team, which was the 
No. 4 seed in the playoffs, 
was able to advance into the 
semifinals and took on Mt. 

Carmel, which defeated CF 
by a score a 2-0, ending CF 
Arbor’s chances of reaching 
the championship game this 
year. Mt. Carmel would cap-
ture this year’s men’s cham-
pionship.

CF Arbor reaches semifinals

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Ryan Sunshine socks a free kick away.

Owen Dieterle heads up the field.

Troy Remillard outplays an opponent for the ball.

Landry Kwawu goes to meet up with a loose ball.

Valley Wheel regular season concludes
WILBRAHAM – The 

regular season has concluded 
for the Valley Wheel Over-28 
Baseball League, one of sev-
eral adult baseball leagues 
that plays in the region. This 
year, with play concluding 
this past Sunday, the Angels 
were able to finish the reg-
ular season with the top re-
cord, going 11-4. The Angels 
matched the Twins with the 
same record, but won two out 
of three head-to-head for the 
tiebreaker advantage in the 
playoffs. The Orioles finished 
third and the Cubs overcame 
the A’s by tiebreaker for the 
final of four playoff spots. 
The semifinals for the league 
are set for this Sunday at Spec 
Pond in Wilbraham. In the 
first matchup, the No. 2 Twins 
host the No. 3 Orioles at 2:30 
p.m. Then, the top-seeded 
Angels face No. 4 Cubs at 6 
p.m. The championship game 
will be held on Sunday, Aug. 
16 at Spec Pond at 3 p.m.

Mike Burgos pitches in a game for the Orioles on 
July 26.

Nate Woodland makes a catch 
for the A’s during regular 
season action in the Valley 
Wheel league.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Pitcher Mike Bielen fires to the plate.Sam Ribeiro takes a swing.

Adam Strain fields a grounder.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
CHICOPEE CITY COUN-

CIL ZONING COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE 

The Zoning Committee of the 
Chicopee City Council will hold 
a public hearing on Wednesday, 
August 26, 2026 at 6:30 PM in 
the Auditorium, 3rd floor, City 
Hall, 274 Front Street., Chicop-
ee, MA  01013 to discuss the 
following: 

Special Permit application 
under section 275-23 for the pur-
pose of restoring and rebuilding 
on existing lot due to fire loss 
located at 15 Hudson Ave.  Ap-
plicant – Elijah Zuev/EZ Devel-
opment Group, 262 Steiger Dr., 
Westfield, MA  01085.

The plans/application can be 
viewed on the City Council web-
site https://www.chicopeema.
gov/880/Pending-Applications

The August 26, 2026 Zon-
ing Committee hearing shall be 
available to the public via zoom 
and in person.  Zoom creden-
tials are available upon request 
by calling (413) 594-1435 M-F 
8 AM – 5 PM or by email at 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials re-
lated to this proposal are on file 
in the Office of the City Council, 
Chicopee City Hall, 274 Front 
Street, (plans and applications 
are also available on the City 
Council website https://www.
chicopeema.gov/880/Pend-
ing-Applications.)  You may also 
call (413) 594-1435 or email 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov. 

08/07, 08/14/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on August 7th, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles.

2010 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCP2F86AA193432
Misfit Flex Fleet Logistics LLC
1567 State St.
Springfield, MA 01109	

2005 Dodge Magnum 
VIN: 2D8GZ48V95H646928
John Harley
50 Stebbins St.
Springfield, MA 01109	

2004 Buick Lesabre 
VIN: 1G4HP54K744120993
Stephanie Marie Depelteau
60 Quebec St., #2
Indian Orchard, MA 01151	

2016 Subaru Legacy 
VIN: 4S3BNAC68G3060987
Michael Megass Mead
49 Taft St.
Feeding Hills, MA 01030	

2012 Subaru Forester
VIN: JF2SHADC5CH425541
Sherer Serrano Hernandez
124 Lionel Benoit Rd.
Springfield, Ma 01109	

2005 Chevrolet Trailblazer 
VIN: 1GNET16S756178897
Clifford Gilkes
126 Union St., Apt. 11-10
Westfield, MA 01085	

2017 Jeep Renegade 
VIN: ZACCJBBBXHPF98947
Maria Janik
126 Union St., Apt. 19 Bldg. 10
Westfield, MA 01085	  
07/24, 07/31, 08/07/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A 
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on August 14th, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles.

2007 Acura MDX 
VIN: 2HNYD28287H530239
Matthew Calamita
431 Park Ave. 
Swarthmore, PA 19081	

2000 Ford Ranger 
VIN: 1FTYR14V8YTB29666
Kathryn Bernard
1025 Paw Paw Pl.
Dover, DE 19901

2006 Ford F150
VIN: 1FTRF14WX6NB43043
Oliver Monegro Martinez
394 Page Bvd., Apt. B
Springfield, Ma 01151	

2016 Honda Civic 
VIN: 19XFC1F73GE207057
Christal Y Page
88 Perry St., Unit 283
Putnam, CT 06260

2014 Ford Fiesta 
VIN: 3FADP4EJ5EM116715
Everett Miller
76 Pioneer Way
Springfield, MA 01119	

2004 Bmw 745i 
VIN: WBAGL63454DP68737
Yosnay Yannini Gonzalez
4604 Avenue A 218 Apt. 218
Austin, TX 78751	

2009 Dodge Journey 
VIN: 3D4GG57V19T600568
Juvenal Garcia Rodriguez
Po Box 422
Bellow Falls, VT 05101	

2003 Honda CRV 
VIN: SHSRD78423U158883
Marcus Garner
106 Whittier St.
Springfield, MA 01108	

2002 Volvo S60
YV1RH58D722142741
James Clayton
101f Pearl St.
Enfield, CT 06082	

2008 Subaru Forester 
VIN: JF1SG65668H719907
Darla Duclos
36 Schultze St.
Canajoharie, NY 13317

2020 Kia Sorento
VIN: 5XYPGDA37LG644720
Caleb Rodriguez
17 Sunset Ave.
Easthampton, MA 01027	

2009 Chevrolet Malibu 
VIN: 1G1ZK57B294106759
Garry Brinn
775 Springfield St., Apt. 7B
Feeding Hills, MA 01030	

2023 Nissan Sentra 
VIN: 3N1AB8DV4PY315843
Sean Geaughan
21 Washington Ave., Fl. 2nd
Holyoke, MA 01040	

2015 Subaru Legacy 
VIN: 4S3BNAC62F3054276
Lisa Boron
72 Leona Ave.
Chicopee, MA 01020	

2012 Cheverolet Equinox 
vin: 2gnalbek7c1321292
Brian Grant
141 Bud Rd
Longs, SC 29568

07/31, 08/07, 08/14/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A 
Notice is hereby given by Inter-
state Towing, Inc.   pursuant to 
the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on August 21st, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles.

2005 Honda Odyssey 
VIN: 5FNRL38455B021541
Dennis Adams
40 North Blvd., Fl 2
West Springfield, MA 01089	

2012 Kia Sorento 
VIN: 5XYKT3A69CG302048
Lecilia Periz
810 Southampton Rd., Apt. 6
Westfield, MA 01085	

2004 Toyota Corolla 
VIN: 2T1BR32E94C255167
Lissette Mejia
100 Princeton Ave. 2
Providence, RI 02907	

1995 Saturn SL1
VIN: 1G8ZH5282SZ355129
Ruthann Persaud
8 Quirk Ave., Apt. 1
Holyoke, MA 01040	

2026 Mazda CX-50
VIN: 7MMVABDLXTN493339
Ean Holdings Llc
14002 E 21st St Suite 1500

Tusla, OK 74134	

2004 Honda Civic 
VIN: 2HGES165X4H529600
Nicholas Kenny
151 Hampden St., Apt Top Right
Chicopee, MA 01020	

2014 Infiniti GX60
VIN: 5N1AL0MN4EC544262
Elizabeth Diaz
30 Hunt St.
Agawam, MA 01001	

2003 Infiniti G35
VIN: JNKCV51E43M018373
Carol Coombs
PO Box 1801
Westfield, MA 01085	

2018 Ford Edge
VIN: 2FMPK4J92JBC17932
Jeremiah D. Murphy
273 Paulanne Ter., Apt. 2
Secaucus, NJ 07094

08/07, 08/14, 08/21/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. 

HD26P1628GD
In the matter of: 
Andrea V Soto

Of: Chicopee, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated Person 
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT 
OF GUARDIAN FOR 

INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT TO 

G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
To the named Respondent 

and all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by 

Andrea Rodriguez Negron 
of Chicopee, MA

George Lopez of Chicopee, 
MA

in the above captioned matter 
alleging that Andrea V Soto is in 
need of a Guardian and request-
ing that 

Andrea Rodriguez Negron 
of Chicopee, MA

George Lopez of Chicopee, 
MA

(or some other suitable per-
son) be appointed as Guardian 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
incapacitated, that the appoint-
ment of a Guardian is necessary, 
and that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition is on 
file with this court and may con-
tain a request for certain specific 
authority.

You have the right to ob
ject to this proceeding. If you 
wish to do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 
10:00 a.m. on the return date of 
08/31/2026. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by 
the return date, action may be 
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine 
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: July 28, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

08/07/2026

NEWS & FEATURES

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profi les, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, fi nance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news or community features 
for The Chicopee Register, please email chicopeeregister@
turley.com.

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Obituary Policy
Chicopee Register

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

claiming in July before her 
FRA.   

Your wife will reach her 
FRA in February 2027, so by 
claiming her spousal boost 
in July her boost amount 
will be reduced by about 5% 
and the “boost” will be add-
ed to her already reduced SS 
retirement about. The result 
will be your wife’s benefit 
as your spouse will be less 
than 50% of your FRA en-
titlement.  And, FYI, your 
wife will be automatically 
deemed to be filing for her 
spousal benefit, she will not 
be able to defer claiming it. 

As your son is now col-
lecting SS benefits based on 
your wife’s personal SS re-
cord, you should ask Social 
Security to switch him over 
to payments based on your 
record because you have the 
higher SS benefit.  

FYI, because your son 
is now receiving Supple-
mental Security Income, 
the SS disability benefit he 
receives will offset by his 
SSI benefit, and the pay-
ment amount will consist of 
two sources - SSI and SSDI. 
Nevertheless, he cannot get 
more than 50% of your SS 
retirement amount and will 

likely be affected by the 
Family Maximum, which 
may further reduce his SSDI 
entitlement. 

Your wife’s benefit as 
your spouse will also be af-
fected by the “Family Max-
imum,” which limits how 
much can be paid on any 
one person’s SS record (on 
your SS record). 

That also means that 
your wife will not get a full 
50% of your FRA entitle-
ment; rather she will get less 
because the family maxi-
mum limits how much all 
your dependents can receive 
to somewhere between 50% 
and 88% of your FRA bene-
fit amount (after subtracting 
your own SS entitlement). 

That also means that 
your son’s SS payment, as 
well as your wife’s SS pay-
ment as your spouse, will 
be reduced to less than 50% 
of your FRA entitlement. 
SSA will be able to guide 
you through the Family 
Maximum calculations for 
both your son and your wife 
when you meet.  

To recap all of this: a) 
your wife will be automati-
cally deemed to be filing for 
her spousal benefit; she can-
not delay until her FRA.  b) 
her amount as your spouse 
will be less than 50% of 

your SS FRA entitlement. 
And c) both your wife’s and 
your son’s SS benefit will 
likely be also affected by the 
Family Maximum and, thus, 
be less than half of your 
FRA entitlement. 

Nevertheless, it was 
likely the right decision to 
claim as you have, consid-
ering that your son and wife 
have been receiving SS ben-
efits for some time now, and 
both will continue to receive 
more as your dependents. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Asso-
ciation  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

SOCIAL SECURITY 
from page 4

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com

“So, in speaking with 
Councilor Pasternak and 
Councilor George Balakier, 
we’re moving Ward 5 to the 
senior center. So, (Ward) 5 
is going to be at the senior 
center and not in First Cen-
tral any long and (Ward) 4 is 
going from the senior center 
and back to the old Chicopee 
High School where it origi-
nally was. I think the people 
like that. So, they’re going to 
back in Dupont, back in their 
ward,” Rattell said. “So, that’s 
the solution. We certainly 
spoke with the mayor’s office 

and the School Department 
and maintenance at the School 
Department. We’re going to 
make it work. It’s just adding 
another school into the mix.”

He added how most poll-
ing places in Chicopee “are at 
school locations because we 
control the buildings.”

“Any of our logistic prob-
lems are from any buildings 
that we don’t control. Plac-
es like the Armory. We used 
to have a polling place at the 
Armory. That’s no longer be-
cause we didn’t control it. 
AHEPA Hall in (Ward) 5, 
that got sold to a church. We 
don’t control that, so we got 

bounced out of there,” Rattell 
said. 

Rattell also emphasized 
that the church has always 
been great to work with.

“They’ve been great. 
Great location, a great host 
and everything, but it’s just 
not working out,” Rattell said. 

When Ward 8 Council-
or Doug Girouard asked how 
residents would be informed 
about the changes, Rattell said 
there was a plan in place.

“Postcards have been all 
made up and they go out to-
morrow,” Rattell said. “We 
notify every voter in (Ward) 4 
and every voter in (Ward) 5.”

VOTING from page 1

vestigations conducted by Ret. 
Judge Mary-Lou Rupp and 
Paul Winspeare—who’s title 
was Chief Human Resources 
Officer—served for less than 
two years.

In November 2024, Chief 
of Staff Mike Pise had also pre-
sented a statement from Vieau 
after Zajchowki’s dismissal to 
explain the corrective action 
plan conducted for the first in-
vestigation and how a second 
one came about and an appro-
priation request of $100,000 
to the Human Resources Ex-

pense Account for special ser-
vices from available funds in 
the Human Resources Salary 
Account. The council had ap-
proved the appropriation.

Ultimately, Vice Presi-
dent/Ward 6 Councilor Sam 
Shumsky motioned to table the 
item for further discussion at 
a future meeting in which the 
council can interview Janeczek 
and get to know her and ask 
questions.

“This is so we could also 
have a special meeting on this 
so it would give all councilors 
an opportunity to ask this ap-
plicant questions, if need be,” 
Shumsky said.

At that point, the board 
members pondered the ques-
tion of if the upcoming inter-
view could occur at a special 
meeting of City Council. 

City Attorney Tim Reilly 
weighed in, advising the coun-
cil that only Vieau can call a 
special meeting of the group. 

“My suggestion is you 
just table it, and you’ve al-
ready explained why,” Reilly 
said. “A special City Council 
meeting has to be called by 
the mayor. You can’t refer to 
something that’s called by the 
mayor, so I suggest just tabling 
it, and you’ve given your rea-
son.” 

HR OFFICER
from page 1
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England Forest 
Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE
AUGUST 8, 9am-2pm. 

Rain or shine. Indoor garage, household 
items, furniture, misc. items from contents 
of apartment. 

7 Longview Ave., Ware.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381 

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item 
or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES LLC 
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All 
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic. 
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. Call John at (413)206-6509. MA 
License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL
BOB ROBILLARD’S 

RUBBISH REMOVAL 
Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, Pools/Hot 
Tubs Removed. Family owned/operated 
since 1950 .

 (413)537-5090
 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

2007 TOYOTA 4RUNNER 
SPORT EDITION.

195,500 miles, well maintained, clean. 
Vehicle has been in Texas most of its 
ownership. One family owned vehicle. 

Text 413-244-5336 for more info
or to be seen.

HUNTINGTON BOARD OF HEALTH 
is seeking a part-time Transfer Station at-
tendant. 16.33 per hour based on qualifi-
cations. Application and Job descrirption 
are available online at www.huntington.
us deadline is 8/18/2026. 

Town of Huntington is an
 Equal Opportunity Employee

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

AUTO

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Email us at:
classifieds@turley.com 

Call:
 413-283-8393

Visit:
newspapers.turley.com/

classifieds

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

SOLDSOLD
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing


