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31st Annual National Night Out

Bm’ngs community togetﬁer

Members of the Chicopee Police Department pose for their annual group photo for National Night Out.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Kkrivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The com-
munity gathered at Sarah
Jane Sherman Park on Aug. 6
for the 31st Annual National
Night Out.

The event featured over
100 vendors, K9 demonstra-
tions, the wing-eating con-
test between football players
from Chicopee High School
and Chicopee Comprehen-
sive High School sponsored
by Buffalo Wild Wings, a
flashlight walk and so much
more.

This  year’s  spon-
sors were Chicopee Elec-
tric Light, Florence Bank,
Holyoke Medical Center,
PeoplesBank, Republic Ser-

vices, Westfield Bank, the
Chicopee Moose Club and
Our Father’s House Ministry
Center, with special thanks to
Buffalo Wild Wings, Polish
National Credit Union and
Church of the Valley.

In opening remarks, Po-
lice Chief Patrick Major not-
ed how the event “just keeps
getting bigger and better.”

“We’re fortunate in the
city to have such great part-
ners. As you can see around
us  between  partnering
agencies, our City Council
which is very supportive of
our department, emergency
management, DPW and our
other neighboring local de-

See NATIONAL NIGHT
OUuT page 5
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Enoch and Liberty pose in firefighter garb when stopping by

the fire department tent.
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Mayor John Vieau, Olivia Surowiec, Greg Bernat of Bernat’s
Polish Deli, Monika Surowiec, Olivia’s mother, and Billy Stetson,
owner of Rumbleseat Bar & Grille, in a group photo.

Community supports
Surowiec Family
at fundraiser

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - On Aug.
8, the community gathered at
the Rumbleseat Bar & Grille
to help raise funds and aware-
ness for the Surowiec family,
a local Polish family in the
heart of Chicopee who faced
hardship as they lost their
home to an unforeseen house
fire that transpired last month
on July 7, leaving them dis-
placed.

The event was hosted
and sponsored by the Rum-
bleseat.

Offering a sense of the
moment firsthand was Oliv-
ia Surowiec, the daughter of
Monika Surowiec, a long-

time employee of Bernat’s,
who was caught in the mid-
dle of the fire, explaining that
while everything was occur-
ring, she “had to climb to the
roof to safely escape before
being saved by Chicopee
Fire and first responders on
scene.”

“At the moment I was
focused on getting out, and
so in response I called 911
as fast as possible,” Surow-
iec said. “I do admit it was
a little scary, as I tried to go
downstairs, but I got hit with
heat, and then I closed all the
doors and went through the
window.”

See FUNDRAISER
page 6
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Fourth Annual Back to School
Event takes place Aug. 24

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The Fourth
Annual Back to School Event
will be taking place at Rivers
Park from 11 am. to 3 p.m.
on Aug. 24.

Presented by Breaking
Oppression, the Faded Barber
Lounge, and the City of Chi-
copee, the event will feature
free haircuts, braids, mani-
cures and facials, free back-
packs and school supplies, a
variety of vendors, communi-
ty resources, kids’ activities,
giveaways, and more.

No registration is re-
quired this year and will be
first-come, first serve.

The sponsors are Break-
ing Oppression, the City of
Chicopee Mayor’s Office, the
Chicopee Public Schools, the
CPD C3 Unit, Westover Trash
Removal, Chicopee Parks &
Rec and Tony Digital, with
special thanks to Florence
Bank and Town Fair Tire.

Ricardo Diaz, owner of
the Faded Barber Lounge,
was ecstatic about this year’s
event.

“It’s definitely been a lot
of work. We’re going to have
more vendors this year, more
barbers, more hairstylists,
more people doing braids,
facials and manicure, so I'm
excited abou that,” Diaz said.
“Another thing that we got
going on this year is our open
course for the kids to have a
good time, a dunk tank, which
is going to be fun.”

Diaz thanked several

TURLEY PHOTO BY AMANDA MUNSON

A throwback photo of Ricardo Diaz, owner of the Faded Barber
Lounge, during last year’s Back to School Event at Rivers Park.
This year’s event is coming up on Aug. 24.

supporters for their ongoing
contributions, including the
mayor’s office, Monica Tor-
res, community and special
projects liaison for the city;
Luz Lopez, co-founder of
Breaking Oppression, Kristen
Coelho, Family and Commu-
nity Engagement Facilitator
for Chicopee Public Schools;
McKinstry Farm, Roger’s Ice
Cream, C & T Pizza, Rox-
anne Roman and Aesthetic
Beauty Revolutions, Style &
Grace Hair Studio and more.
Town Fair Tire also pre-
sented a $5,000 grant towards
the event after the business at-
tended last year’s Laughs for
Backpacks fundraising event.

“Just the city of Chicop-
ee itself, all of the support that
we’ve gotten since day one
has been amazing and I'm
just glad to be able to bring
a dream come true not only
for myself, but for the kids as
well and the community who
are looking for mentors for
events like these,” Diaz said.
“It’s always good to put out
the resources there too for the
families because a lot of fam-
ilies they might know about
these resources, but they’re
not able to get to these plac-
es . So, now, we’re putting an

See BACK TO SCHOOL
page 6
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A summary overview of the D3 Design Schematic.

A look at the Barry School
C1-D3 Designs Schematics

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE — The Chi-
copee Register continues our
breakdown of the various
Barry School schematics and
redesigns, as this week brings
us to the CD section.

This is the final portion
of four designs ranging from
C1-D3 being various test
fits and overall layouts of a
newly renovated Szetela Pre-
school that would also house
both schools being combined
to house close to 400 students
on the property.

It should also be noted
that one of the final options
would be a new Barry Ele-
mentary constructed where
Szetela once was, as the
original building would be
removed and demolished,
resulting in various proper-

ty acquisitions from the city
would be implemented, most
notably to remove the traffic
from Macek Drive.

C1 is a standard base
repair option as per the re-
quirement from the MSBA
to serve as a baseline mod-
el, which also brings Szetela
back up to proper code and
regulation.

Bert Gardner, an archi-
tect attached to the project
from Caolo & Bieniek Ar-
chitects, explained these op-
tions.

“It should be known that
62% of your ED program is
not satisfied with this meth-
od, and only 24% will be
partially satisfied,” Gardner
said. “So, it’s just a baseline
option to review and preview
the rest.”

In addition, estimated
total cost would be around

PHOTOS COURTESY OF EVAN GARBER

$26,222,896, and cons are
only 15% of key elements
supported, and the Pre-K
Program is not eligible for
reimbursement under the
MSBA grant.

Next up was D1 and the
first of the consolidation op-
tions, which, as noted prior,
would mean the assimilation
of both Barry and Szetela
housing, Pre K up to fifth
grade. Gardner shared this
path would be an ad rent-
al option, meaning the plan
would be to retain some parts
of the Szetela original build-
ing, except components that
have their lifespan, like the
classroom modulars, before
breaking down the enhance-
ments to the layout of the
newly added and renovated

See BARRY SCHOOL
page 9
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Sweeney to compete in National Truck Driving Championships

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Kkrivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Richard
Sweeney, a resident trucker at
XPO, is heading to Minneapo-
lis to compete in the National
Truck Driving Champion-
ships.

An event specific to the
trucking industry, hundreds of
the best truck drivers across
the country test their knowl-
edge and skills in a four-day
competition.

The competition
place Aug. 19 - 23.

Sweeney, who has com-
peted in this competition 15
times since 1989 after getting
his license, has also driven
over two million accident-free
miles in his career and was
recognized with the Neill
Darmstadter Professional Ex-
cellence Award by the Ameri-
can Trucking Associations last
year.

Sweeney explained it’s
a safety competition and in
order to qualify, participants
have to win a state competi-
tion with 9 different classes.

“There’s 50 drivers per se
in each class. There’s differ-
ent types of trucks out there
so straight truck, there’s a

takes

three-axle van, four-axle van,
five-axle van, a tanker, a flat-
bed, a sleeper and then there’s
twins which is double trail-
ers,” Sweeney said.

For the four-day com-
petition, Sweeney said it be-
gins with a 40-question test
on Wednesday and you drive
whatever class you’re part of.

“You either drive on a
Thursday or a Friday and then
on Saturday, they take the top
five in each class they have
what’s called a runoff and that
determines the winner and the
winner is announced at the
banquet on Saturday night,”
Sweeney said. “There’s going
to be roughly about 450 driv-
ers there.”

For the driving portion
to test the skills, Sweeney
shared it’s a road course with
six problems and “you have to
maneuver your tractor-trailer
as close as possible.”

“It’s an 18-inch scoring
zone to get into those partic-
ular problems,” Sweeney said.
“From zero to six inches is a
50, six to 9 is a 45, 9 to 12 is
a 40, 12 to 15 is a 35 and 15
to 18 is a 30. Basically, the
person with the most points
wins.”

There’s also a pre-check
competition to find defects

PHOTO COURTESY OF COLE HORTON

Richard Sweeney, a Chicopee driver, as he received the Neill
Darmstadter Professional Excellence Award by the American
Trucking Associations in 2024. Sweeney is heading to the Na-
tional Truck Driving Championships later this month.

that are planted on your truck
“to raise your awareness of
what you have to do every day
to stay safe.”

Sweeney heard about
the competition back in 1989
when he saw a flyer at a truck
show in Boston at the time and

pursued it.

“1989 was my first year,
that’s when I did it,” Sweeney
said. “It’s a lot to learn, I've
gotten better at it.”

He’s also proud of the ac-
cident-free miles he’s gotten
throughout his career.

“In order to qualify for the
competition, you have to have
a year of accident-free driving.
So right now, I’'m on 27 years
of safe driving without an ac-
cident,” Sweeney said.

On the award he received
last year, Sweeney is still
shocked he won it and said it’s
like “the Good Guy Award”
when you help people out and
spread the positivity of the
trucking industry.

“I still can’t believe it,
that I'm held in that high of
a regard to be honest with
you,” Sweeney said. “I'm still
dumbfounded by it, but I'm in
a wonderful class as I know a
lot of the former winners. Just
to be put in that same class as
them, [ can’t explain it because
the past winners are such great
people also.”

He’s also learned a lot
through competing in this
competition and enjoys the ca-
maraderie of his fellow truck
drivers.

“I feel as though this
competition makes you a bet-
ter driver. You meet such won-
derful people at this competi-
tion and these people become
lifelong friends. So, now this
is basically a reunion once a
year. It’s almost like a fami-
ly reunion to go see all these

people,” Sweeney said. “T just
want to do a better job every
day and not hit anything. It
awakens your senses to look
at everything that you’re see-
ing just so you can stay acci-
dent-free for that year and be
able to compete in the states
with the chance of winning to
go on to the nationals to see all
your friends that you basically
try to see once a year.”

Sweeney emphasized the
competition helps show the
positive side of the trucking
industry and its drivers, be-
yond stories people may see.

“We’re very concerned
about safety, we’re very con-
cerned about the motoring
public,” Sweeney said. “The
company is very concerned
about safety and they don’t
want anything to happen to us
as drivers or anybody in the
motoring public.”

After wishing his fellow
competitors good luck and to
paint the trucking industry in a
good light, he wants the com-
munity to know he plans to
win again and make the com-
munity proud.

“I want to bring back
the trophy!” Sweeney said.
“I want Chicopee to be home
of the best truck drivers in the
country.”

Chicopee Parade Committee to
hold Designer Purse Bingo

CHICOPEE - For the
second year in a row, the St.
Patrick’s Parade Commit-
tee of Chicopee will host a
fun filled night of Bingo on
Saturday Sept. 6 at the Por-
tuguese American Club, 149
Exchange St.

All guests must be 18
years of age or older.

Doors will open at 4 p.m.
Games will start promptly at
5 p.m.

Prizes for the lucky win-
ners will be designer hand-
bags. Tickets for donated
baskets will be available for
purchase.

Admission is $35...this
will include 10 bingo card
games and a door prize entry
ticket.

Dabbers will be avail-
able for purchase. Additional
bingo card games can be pur-
chased during the event.

Tables of eight can be
reserved for $240. The reser-
vation must be paid no later
than Aug. 30.

Checks should be made
out to Chicopee Parade Com-
mittee and mailed to 1 Central
Ave., Chicopee MA 01020.
They may also be delivered
to 1 Central Ave. during regu-
lar business hours (8 a.m. to 5
p.m.) Monday thru Thursday.

Attendees are welcome
to bring snacks but must pur-
chase beverages from the bar.

Photos will be posted on
the committee’s Facebook
page for those interested
in a preview of the prizes.
For more information or to
reserve a table, please call or
text Alivia at 413-378-5694
and leave a full name and
good contact # where you
can be reached. Messages left
will be returned as soon as

possible.

Proceeds from this event
will support the Chicopee
contingent’s participation in
the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day
Parade. The St. Patrick’s Pa-
rade Committee of Chicopee
strives to promote Irish pride
and culture through its many
events.

For over 70 years, the
committee has organized the
annual Colleen Contest and
Coronation Ball, constructed
the Colleen’s award-winning
float, and awarded scholar-
ships to young women who
plan to further their education
at a college or university.

Other upcoming events
and fundraisers to which the
public is invited will be post-
ed on the group’s Facebook
page at https://www.face-
book.com/chicopeespc/ .

CPL Adult Programming for August

CHICOPEE - It’s time
for Summer Reading at the
Library,

Here are some of things
that will be happening at the
library over the summer. All
ages are welcome to join
Summer Reading.

We will be having an
English Language Conver-
sation Circle for English
Language Learners every
Wednesday from 6 to 7:30

p-m. from July 2 — August 27.
Emma, an ESOL teacher will
lead the class. This is for all
levels of learners to practice
conversing.

As always, the comput-
er lab is available to work
on genealogy on Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 10 a.m.
to Noon and 6 to 8 p.m. We
are a FamilySearch Affili-
ate Library and have helpful
databases such as Ancestry,

American  Ancestors and
HeritageQuest to help you in
your search.

If you need technology
help, we offer one-on-one
computer help on Mondays
and Fridays at 2 p.m. or by
appointment.

For more information,
email or call the Reference
Desk at cpl@chicopeepub-
liclibrary.org or 413- 594-
1800 x3.

Apply Now for our waitlist! Quality,
Affordable Housing for All.

Elderly, Disabled and Family Housing!

Visit or Contact Us Todayl

128 Meetinghouse Road
Chicopee, MA 01013

Tel: (413) 592-6132

Website: httt://www.chicopeehousing.org

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Chicopee Community Kindness Event

CHICOPEE - A Chicopee
Community Kindness Event
will take place on Aug. 19
from 2 to 4 p.m. at the AmVets
754 on Montgomery Street

Much food is being do-
nated by Costco and other
food sources. One call to Am-
Vets and speaking with Dave
to secure the location, who
said yes to this event!

Aida Torres started this
kindness event in 2020 when

she started giving food out of
the back of her own car. When
she started, she would give to
Ware, Three Rivers, Monson,
Palmer and other surrounding
towns.

Aida has worked in the
health field all of her life and
giving back and giving food
and other items too people is
a passion of hers.

Aida is one of the WWLP
News 2025 Remarkable wom-

an! and there will be other
remarkable women on site as
volunteers to make this event
a “ Remarkable” one!

Other “Remarkable”
women that will be onsite is
Nicole Coakley, Chicopee Po-
lice Captain Holly Cote, and
Joan Quinn, Kathy Picard, and
Doris Beauregard-Shecrellah.

People are encouraged to
take limited quantities so there
is enough for all.

Brian Mendes announces
candidacy for Councilor-at-Large

CHICOPEE - Brian
Mendes will be running for
Councilor-at-Large in the up-
coming November municipal
election.

A lifetime resident,
Mendes has been married to
Nicole Mendes for 23 years
and is father to two daughters,
Alivia and Emalie. He’s been
a manager at Callaway Golf
Ball Operations for 27 years.

Campaign Focus: I am
committed to driving posi-
tive change in Chicopee. My
candidacy is rooted in a deep
understanding of the commu-

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears.
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected
insertion, nor will be liable for
any error in an advertisement to
a greater extent than the cost of
the space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

nity’s needs and a dedication
to enhancing the quality of
life for all residents.

Top Priorities: Support
for First Responders: Ensur-
ing that our police, fire, and
emergency services are well-
equipped and have the re-
sources necessary to keep our
city safe.

Quality of Life: Com-
paring and improving Chi-
copee’s quality of life against
surrounding cities and towns,
ensuring residents have access
to essential services and ame-
nities.

City Services Delivery:
Evaluating how effective-
ly the city delivers services
to residents, with a focus on
transparency and accountabil-
ity.

Budget Oversight: Scru-
tinizing department budgets
and actual expenditures to
ensure financial responsibility
and optimal service delivery.

Building Trust: Boosting
morale and rebuilding trust
between residents and city

councilors through open com-
munication and transparency.

Addressing Major Issues:
Tackling significant challeng-
es that can be controlled while
avoiding distractions from
less impactful issues.

Transparency and Hones-
ty: Committing to an honest
dialogue with residents about
city affairs and decision-mak-
ing processes.

Measuring Success:
Implementing a system to
measure successes across all
departments, ensuring that
positive changes are not only
visible but quantifiable.

Vision for Chicopee: I
envision Chicopee where ev-
ery resident feels safe, valued,
and heard. I believe in foster-
ing a community where posi-
tive change is not just a goal,
but a reality that can be mea-
sured and celebrated. With my
extensive experience in man-
agement and a lifelong com-
mitment to Chicopee, I am
ready to lead the charge for a
brighter future for all.
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CHICOPEE -  The
Friends of the Chicopee
Public Library is conducting
a shoe drive fundraiser be-
ginning July 7 and running
through Sept. 8 to raise funds
for the library.

The Friends will earn
funds based on the total
weight of the pairs of gently
worn, used and new shoes
collected, as Funds2Orgs will
issue a check for the collect-
ed shoes. Those dollars will
benefit The Chicopee Public
Library’s special programs.

Anyone can help by do-
nating gently worn, used and
new shoes at the following
collections sites:

e Chicopee Public Li-
brary 449 Front St Chicopee

* The Boys & Girls Club
580 Meadow St Chicopee

* The Council on Aging
Riverfront Senior Center 5 W.
Main St. Chicopee

* Goodworks Coffee
House 46 Center St Chicopee

All donated shoes will
then be redistributed through-
out the Funds2Orgs network
of micro-enterprise (small
business) partners. Fund-
$20rgs works with micro-en-
trepreneurs in helping them
create, maintain and grow
small businesses in develop-
ing countries where economic
opportunity and jobs are lim-
ited. Proceeds from the sales
of the shoes collected in shoe
drive fundraisers are used to
feed, clothe and house their
families. One budding entre-
preneur in Haiti even earned
enough to send to her son to
law school.

“We are excited about
our shoe drive,” said Lisa
Pasternak, President of the
Friends of the Library. “We
know that most people have
extra shoes in their closets
they would like to donate
to us. By doing so, we raise
money for library special
programs, and we have the
chance to help families in
developing nations who need
economic opportunities. It’s a
win-win for everyone.”

By donating gently

worn, used and new shoes to
the Friends of the Chicopee
Public Library, the shoes will
be given a second chance and
make a difference in people’s
lives around the world.

About THE FRIENDS
OF THE CHICOPEE PUB-
LIC LIBRARY.

The Friends are a
non-profit group that raises
monies through donations
and fundraisers (Concerts,
Shoe Drive, Golf Tourna-
ment, Concession Sales, Raf-
fles just to name a few) to
help support the library’s spe-
cial programming and proj-
ects that would go unfunded.

Summer Kids’ Church

Program in Chicopee

CHICOPEE - Every
Wednesday from 6 to 8:30
p-m. through Aug. 27, First
Central Bible Church at 50
Broadway Street in Chicopee
is offering a children’s pro-
gram for ages three to grade
SiX.

There is no charge and
no need to register. Bring a
friend and join us!

Each evening includes
thoughtful Bible lessons,
high-energy games, creative
crafts and a tasty snack. Chil-
dren will learn about Jesus
while meeting new friends
and having plenty of fun.

To learn more about
First Central, including wor-
ship times and all programs
available to both children
and adults, visit the church at
www.firstcentral.church.

For more information
on the program, contact Lisa
Nawrocki, at lisanawrocki @
firstcentral.church.

Holyoke Chicopee Head Start
holding Raising A Reader
Family Shared Reading
Program

HOLYOKE - The Holy-
oke Chicopee Family &
Community Program is cur-
rently hosting a “Raising A
Reader” Family Shared read-
ing program.

The program is for fami-
lies with children from infant

to five years old.

Let’s get together for fun
activities that develop read-
ing readiness and social emo-
tional skills! Take home a red
bag each week with books to
borrow.

The program takes place
on Wednesdays, 4 to 5 p.m.
at HCS Head Start the first
and third Wednesday of the
month at 41 Commercial St.,
Holyoke.

Please call or email
Shane at ShaneW @headstart.
org or 413-310-1632.

This program is funded
by the Coordinated Family
and Community Engagement
(CFCE) grant awarded to
HCS Head Start by the De-
partment of Early Education
and Care.

Holyoke Rows announces
Free Youth Kayaking
HOLYOKE - Holyoke

Rows is pleased to announce
another great lineup of free
summer programming to help
our community get out and
explore on the Connecticut
River.

From free all ages kayak-
ing days to a free learn to row
week for Holyoke, Chicopee
and Springfield middle and
high school students, there
are endless options to enjoy
the outdoors from our boat-
house at Holyoke Rows, 25
Jones Ferry Rd, in Holyoke.

Holyoke Rows is pleased
to announce Free Summer
Nights for Youth and Families
that will take place Mondays/
Wednesdays July 7 through
Aug 20 5:30 to 8 p.m. Chil-
dren, youth, and families are
invited to come down to the
boathouse for free kayaking,
fishing, and more.

No registration needed,
all equipment & instruction
provided. Enjoy the outdoors
from our boathouse at Holy-
oke Rows, 25 Jones Ferry Rd,
in Holyoke.

This program is offered
as part of the Massachusetts
DCR Summer Nights grant
program.

DCR Recreational Advisory: Cyanobacteria
Bloom in Chicopee Reservoir

BOSTON - The Depart-
ment of Conservation and
Recreation (DCR) is warning
the public of a cyanobacteria
bloom present in Chicopee
Reservoir at Chicopee State
Park in the City of Chicopee.

During a bloom it is
strongly advised that the pub-

lic should not have contact
with the water. Additionally,
pet owners should keep their
animals away from the shore-
line to prevent them from in-
gesting the water.

The waterbody will be
retested until cyanobacteria
levels are within acceptable

limits per Department of
Public Health (DPH) guide-
lines. For questions regarding
cyanobacteria blooms, please
contact the DPH at (617)
624-5757 or visit the agen-
cy’s algae webpage.

Effective immediately -
until further notice.

Friends of Chicopee Public Library holding
23rd Annual Golf Tournament

CHICOPEE - Get ready
to tee off at our Annual Golf
Tournament!

Join us for a day of food,
fun and friendly competition
on the greens. Get your four-
some together and register ear-
ly for discounts.

NOVENATO
ST. JUDE

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified,
loved and preserved

throughout the world,
now and forever.

Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for us.
St. Jude, worker of miracles,
pray for us.

St. Jude, helper of the hopeless,
pray for us.

Thank you St. Jude.
Amen.

Publication promised,

F.X.K.
Say this prayer
9 times a day for 9 days.

This novena has never been known
to fail. Publication must be promised.

The tournament takes
place on Sunday, Sept. 28, at
the Chicopee Country Club
with a 12:30 p.m. shotgun
start.

Registration is $140 and
includes golf, cart, swag bag,
lunch and dinner

TEEEE R g

For an early registration
discount of $130, register by
Aug. 15

To learn more, call 413-
594-1800 X116, email friend-
sofcpl@hotmail.com or visit
https://friends-of-the-chicop-
ee-public-library.square.site/.

¢ ASK ABOUT CATERING °

Comfort Food
& Ice Cream

Come Jn!

T e

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNERS

USE DOORDASH

U e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Soups - Salads - Burgers - Dogs - Desserts
Sandwiches - Breakfast All Day - Dinners

Call Ahead 413-300-9883
Order online: www.choochoos-ma.com

ENJOY OUR PICNIC TABLES = 2 Bowers St., Holyoke

at the Historic Richardson Station
* TAM-7PM DAILY «

SO e e

To advertise in the Chicopee Register contact Wendy Delcamp at wdelcamp@turley.com

RiverMills hosts RMV for
“Shifting Gears” presentation

By Elise Lyons
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - On July
30, the senior center hosted
the Registry of Motor Vehi-
cles for its “Shifting Gears”
event.

During  this  event,
Community Outreach Co-
ordinator Michele Ellicks
presented and answered
questions for audience
members regarding prop-
er safety precautions that
should be taken when driv-
ing, especially for elderly
drivers.

Though Ms. Ellicks
was unable to provide an
interview, there are many
points of her presentation
which should be addressed.
She warns community
members to not drive while
impaired, be it from the in-
fluence of alcohol, drugs,
medications, sleep depri-
vation, or otherwise; even
medicines as easily acces-
sible as Benadryl can have
side effects, so it’s import-
ant to consider this when
contemplating if you’re in a
good state to be driving.

Electronic devices such
as cellphones can also di-
rect your focus away from
the road, so it’s important to
make sure that your focus
on the road is not impaired
in that way either.

Another point she
wished to make was that,
if you have any medical
concerns which you be-
lieve would impair your
ability to drive, consult
your doctor for your next
course of action and any
possible steps you can take
to relieve the symptoms or

TURLEY PHOTO BY ELISE LYONS
Michele Ellicks, community
outreach coordinator for the
Registry of Motor Vehicles,
stands before gathered
attendees as she gives her
presentation on the impor-
tance of road safety.

ensure your safety while
on the road. Things that
can affect your ability to
drive can include—but are
not limited to—issues with
your vision, hands, or abili-
ty to turn your head, contin-
ued numbness of the legs or
feet, difficulties with depth
perception, conditions
which often result in loss
of consciousness, epilepsy,
and changes in blood pres-
sure or blood sugar.

She also emphasized
the importance of consult-
ing your doctor about any
of these issues, should you
suffer from them, as they
put not only you and any
passengers with you at risk,
but any surrounding drivers
as well.

Other than these warn-

ings, Ellicks also reiterated
the importance of abiding
by road safety laws. These
include—but are not lim-
ited to—driving at appro-
priate speeds given the
areas speed limits— which
Ellicks clarified to say that
speeding is always illegal,
regardless of how far above
the limit you are, and can
result in both accidents and
legal repercussions— utiliz-
ing proper turn signals to
communicate clearly with
other drivers, turning on
your vehicle’s headlights
in low-visibility conditions,
and following instructions
given by road signage.

In her parting message
to the community, Ellicks
mentioned knowing the
many features of your ve-
hicle and how they work,
including your vehicle’s
safety features. Even know-
ing something as simple as
how to turn on your hazard
lights, how to enable pedes-
trian alert systems or back-
up cameras, or where your
spare tire is stored in the
event of a flat could be the
difference between an unfa-
vorable situation and every-
one making it home safely.

To learn more about
road safety or access the
services offered by the
Registry of Motor Vehi-
cles, visit www.mass.gov/
orgs/massachusetts-regis-
try-of-motor-vehicles  or
visit any one of their many
locations throughout Mas-
sachusetts, such as their
Chicopee location on 1011
Chicopee Street or their
Springfield location on
1250 St James Avenue.

Enter with a Delivery Order

1. Visit our website at BlazeXpress.com to browse our menu of premium, lab-tested cannabis products.

2. Place an order for delivery to your home.

3. At checkout, use the promo code BIGE to receive a pre-selected 1g Pre-Roll for just $1.
4. Each completed delivery using the promo code BIGE between now and Sept. 9, 2025, will automatically
earn you one (1) entry into the sweepstakes. Limit one entry via this method per person, per day.

Free Mail-in Entry NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN
BlazeXpress “Big E Blaze to Win” Sweepstakes, PO Box 6403, Holyoke, MA 01041. Mail-in entries must be
postmarked by Sept. 9, 2025, and received by September 10th, 2025. Limit one mail-in entry per person.




Page 4

Chicopee Register

August 15, 2025

IN THE CITY

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Why hasn't my SS
benefit changed because
[ am still working?

Dear Rusty:

I am currently receiv-
ing Social Security ben-
efits while continuing to
work full time.

There are no restric-
tions on my wage earn-
ings because I waited until
full retirement age before
beginning benefits. How-
ever, I was also told that
my benefit amount would
be reviewed each year if
my current earnings were
higher than past earnings.

That held true for the
first two years, but has yet
to be adjusted for 2025.
I thought it might be be-
cause of HR 82, which
does not impact me di-
rectly, but I think it may
be the reason my payment
has not yet been changed.
Has enough time passed so
I should contact SSA now
to see if this is the case?

Signed:

Waiting Anxiously

Dear Waiting:

If you are already
collecting benefits, So-
cial Security reviews your
earnings each year to see if
your more recent earnings
are high enough to warrant
an increase in your month-
ly benefit. They do this au-
tomatically, after they get
your most recent earnings
data from the IRS and they
typically do that review by
the end of the third quar-
ter of each year. If a higher
benefit is indicated, they
will increase your monthly
amount and pay you retro-
actively to the beginning
of the year for any differ-
ence in your benefit.

SSA has, indeed,
been vigorously working
on changes resulting from
HR82 (the Social Secu-
rity Fairness Act), which
may have affected the
timeliness of their review
of your recent earnings.
However, I suspect that is
not why your SS benefit
has not yet changed. More
likely, it has to do with the
fact that your past earnings
have been adjusted for in-
flation, which is a normal
part of Social Security’s
process when calculating

your benefit amount.

Your earnings for
each year in your lifetime
up to age 60 were adjust-
ed for inflation when you
originally claimed SS
and your recent earnings
would need to be higher
than the inflation-adjusted
amounts used by SS when
you claimed. They use the
35 highest earnings years
adjusted for inflation over
your lifetime to calculate
your benefit and inflation
has a substantial effect.
For example, $50,000
earned in 1990 would re-
quire over $100,000 in
earnings today to cause an
increase in your benefit.
Thus, you cannot go by the
actual dollars you earned
in earlier years, because
SS uses inflated amounts
to calculate your benefit.

In any case, if you
believe that the Social
Security  Administration
neglected reviewing your
earnings from last year
or in any year since you
claimed, you can make
an appointment to review
that with them by calling
1-800-772-1213. SSA typ-
ically does such appoint-
ments over the phone, so
you likely won’t need to
make a personal visit to
your local SSA office to
investigate this.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC.

This summer try freezing the harvest

Freezing fruits and vege-
tables is an easy way to pre-

serve the harvest. More 1%

nutrients are retained

by this method of food

preservation than any

other, and the color,

flavor and texture are as

close to fresh as you can by

get. Raolserta Meluaid \

Freezing works by
curbing the growth of organ-
isms that cause food to spoil.
The key to longevity is to use
packaging that will keep out
air and moisture. Thick plastic
freezer bags, tight-fitting plas-
tic containers (square make
better use of freezer space than
round), or boilable bags that
are made for vacuum sealers
are all great options for that
purpose.

Fresh berries are easily
frozen whole. I’ve been doing
my share of that lately. Any
blackberries we don’t eat get
popped on an aluminum pie tin
to freeze, once frozen they are
moved into freezer containers
where I can easily take out just
what I need.

Many people also freeze
tomatoes whole, figuring that
it’s too hot to make sauce now,
but it won’t be in a couple
of months. Thawing frozen
whole tomatoes makes for
easy skin removal.

Vegetables such as peas,
yellow and green beans, broc-
coli and more are all easily
frozen once you know the
method.

Here is how you do it:
Grab a pot from your cupboard
to blanch your produce — this
part of the process will help to
retain the desirable character-
istics that I mentioned above.
You can blanch by steaming or
boiling.

Reportedly, steaming is
superior for nutrient preserva-

%

tion.

While you wash and chop
your veggies to bite-size piec-
es, bring a few inches of wa-
ter to a boil in a covered pot
equipped with a steamer bas-
ket. When the water begins to
boil hard insert a single layer
of veggies into the basket and
replace the lid (this part is crit-
ical). Blanch for 3-6 minutes,
depending on thickness, for
broccoli and 4 minutes for
green or yellow beans.

Don’t have a steamer pot?
Try boil blanching instead.
Bring a pot of water to a rap-
id boil then carefully immerse
your vegetables to avoid spat-
tering. When the water returns
to a boil begin timing.

Broccoli will take 2-3
minutes using this method,;
beans need 3.

Once blanching is com-
plete, you must cool down the
produce as quickly as possible
to stop the cooking process
from going any further. This is
accomplished by plunging the
food into a waiting bath of ice
water.

I remember reading some-
where that it should stay in the
bath for about as long as it
took to blanch it. Once cooling
is complete, drain the veggies
and allow them to air-dry on a
clean towel.

This next step is a must
if you are freezing in big bags
rather than exact dinner-sized

2N

portions: Line a cookie sheet

with freezer or waxed pa-

per. Arrange your dry

produce in a sin-

gle layer and pre-

freeze for an hour

or two, then fill
your bag.

This way
you will be able to grab
exactly what you need

when making a meal-

pieces won’t be frozen to-
gether in a big block.

Vacuum packers are great
for freezing dinner-sized por-
tions. Simply pack the bags
with your blanched, air-dried
veggies and seal. Without
one you can do a good job of
removing air from your freez-
er bags by simply squeezing
out as you can manually then
inserting a straw into an un-
sealed corner and inhaling to
draw out what remains.

The kids will find this part
of the preservation process to
be a lot of fun! Be sure to la-
bel the contents with the date
—most produce will keep for at
least a year at zero degrees.

For a more detailed look
at freezing and other types
of food preservation consult
these great books by Storey
Publishing: “The Beginner’s
Guide to Preserving Food at
Home” by Janet Chadwick
and “The Big Book of Preserv-
ing the Harvest” by Carol W.
Costenbader.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 32 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette @
turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.
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By Ellenor Downer

Cedar waxwing
My daughter, Paula and
family enjoy watching a large
flock of cedar waxwings by

the bridge near Hardwick
Pizza in Gilbertville. They
also watch “tons” of bats
leave the chimney of the old
senior center each night at
dusk. Some nights there must
be about 50 of them. They fly
out and then make big circles
around the building while
screeching. They do a great
job of controlling the mos-
quitoes population.

The cedar waxwing is
one of the few North Amer-
ican birds that specialize in
eating fruit.

It can survive on fruit
alone for several months. It
is a silky smooth songbird

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TU rleyPuincations

with a black mask, tan head
and breast, yellow belly and
grayish brown under parts.
The tail has a yellow band at
the tip and some wing feath-
ers have waxy red tips, hence
the name waxwing.

Adults perch on high,
exposed perches where they
are easily seen and heard.
They also have a prominent
crest. During courtship males
and females pass a small
fruit or other item back and
forth. The cedar waxwing
is medium sized and sleek.
Their crest often lies flat and
droops over the back of the
head. Waxwings are social
birds and often seen in flocks
year round. They sit in fruit-
ing trees swallowing berries
whole or pluck them I mid-air
with a brief fluttering hover.
They also course over water
for insects, “flying like slight-
ly, clumsy swallows.”

It takes the female about
five to six days to build a nest.
They occasionally take nest-
ing materials from other birds
nests.

Helping birds

A reader from South
Hadley suggested I include
a section about ways to help
birds. She even provided sev-
eral tips for future columns.
In hot weather and during
dry periods, it is important
for birds to have a clean, cool
source of water. Even some-
thing as simple as putting out
a bird bath and water dishes
and keeping the water clean
and cool during the summer
heat will help birds.

Many people don’t real-
ize that birds get dehydrated
and the bird baths help them
keep cool but equally im-
portant, maintain the health
of their feathers. A bird bath
doesn’t have to be fancy,
even an old ceramic serving
dish would work as long as
the water isn’t too deep. One
reader, who sends emails
quite frequently has a more
elaborate system with a drip-
ping water.

South Hadley birds

A South Hadley resident
emailed she hears an owl in

her neighborhood, but has
never seen it. She reported

seeing red tailed hawks and

turkey vultures. When she
sees road kill, she moves it to
a safe spot away from traffic

so that vultures don’t get hit

by cars.

Great blue heron at

MacDonalds

Saturday  night my
daughter, Paula, took the girls
to the McDonald’s in Ware
just as it was getting dark.
A great blue heron flew into
the parking lot from the river
across the street and tried to

unsuccessfully land on top of

alamp post. When it couldn’t,
it flew just a few feet over
their heads into the swamp in
the back of the parking lot.

People may report a
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me
at 413-967-3505, leaving a
message at extension 100,
emailing  mybackyardS88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.
com or mailing to Barre Ga-
zette, P.O. Box 448, Barre,
MA 01005.

announcements

birth

This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge.
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information.
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Editor

Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous opinions will
be published. We require letter writers
to include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We
must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allegations, personal
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The Chicopee Register,
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The deadline for
submissions is Tuesday at noon.

WE CARE ABOUT
YOUR NEWS!

The Chicopee Register
welcomes submissions
of news in or related to

Chicopee and its residents.
Our "People News," is filled
with submitted engagement
announcements, wedding
announcements, birth
announcements, your new
baby or news about your
25th or 50th anniversary
celebrations. Please e-mail
correspondence along with a
photo to chicopeeregister@
turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,
c/o Turley Publications,
24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers
to participate in this year’s election campaigns
by writing letters to the editor for publication
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be
received by noon Monday to be considered for
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters
will be printed. No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy will be printed.
If the volume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper, or if
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper
reserves the right to print a representative
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call the editor at
413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the news-
paper plans to print stories about contested
races for Congress, state Senate, state House,
district attorney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.
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—31st Annual National Night Out

From the left, Ward 1 City Councilor Abigail Arriaga, Vice President/Ward 5 City Councilor Frederick
Krampits, Ward 9 City Councilor Mary Beth Costello and Ward 3 City Councilor Susan Goff pose for
a group photo while taking a break from handing out cupcakes.

NATIONAL NIGHT
OuT from page 1

partments,” Major said. “This
is a cooperative effort nowa-
days in law enforcement and
the job with you every day to
protect our community, we
couldn’t do it without the help
of everybody else, so I want
to thank everyone for coming
out tonight.”

Mayor John Vieau said
the city “is proud to share all
of these wonderful experienc-
es with you.”

“Building public trust is
what this is all about. Build-
ing those relationships with
the police department, fire
department, your elected of-
ficials and your community.
That’s what National Night
Out means to the city of Chi-
copee,” Vieau said.

Holyoke Mayor Joshua
Garcia was also in attendance
and said coming together as
a community “is what it’s all
about.”

“Everyone that works so
hard here day in and day out
in the city of Chicopee are
doing it for good quality of
life for the people that are liv-
ing here and are visiting here
and I am just so humbled and
grateful to be working side
by side with my colleague in
government, Mayor Vieau, in
making sure that our commu-
nities here in the Greater Re-
gion--Pioneer Valley, Western
Mass--that we have good,
strong leadership to be sure
that we’re looking out for the
best interests of our people,”
Garcia said.

Amongst the many ven-
dors was Jasmine Serhan, a
strategic growth executive for
Clearview Health & Wellness
Group, who explained the
organization was there to get
more involved in the commu-
nity.

Serhan said the organi-
zation received “an amazing
email” from the police de-
partment and connected with
them from there.

“One of our biggest mis-
sions is to help out everybody
and anybody as much as we
can. One of the biggest ways
that we do that is by break-
ing down barriers as much as
we can to care,” Serhan said.
“We do that through multilin-
gual services, we offer Span-
ish-speaking therapists, Hindi
and Nepali-speaking thera-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Holyoke Mayor Joshua Garcia, Hampden County District Attorney Anthony Gulluni and Mayor John

Vieau in this group shot here.

Members of the Hampden County Sheriff’s Department held K9
demonstrations during the event as shown in this action shot

here.

pists and we also have a Hai-
tian-Creole nurse practitioner
that was brought on as well.
We service ages six and up
so we’re able to help a large
demographic of patients and
then we do online and in-per-
son services.”

Serhan shared the event
is not only “an amazing op-
portunity for us to learn more
about the community itself,
it’s also for us to be able to
connect with people that we
might not have been able to
connect with organically.”

She’s also enjoyed seeing
all the children.

“All the kiddos! I love
them so much. They run right
up to this table and they make
my night. I really, really en-
joy just being able to talk to
them and see them and all the
families,” Serhan said. “It’s
so amazing to see all these
people that are coming out
tonight and really showing up
for not only themselves, but
also the community and un-
derstanding what’s going on.”

For Major, the commu-
nity’s support of the police
department means a lot, also
happy to see attendees check-

ing out the community re-
sources.

“Chicopee is a family
community. I’ve got fami-
ly members here. I'm hap-
py to have them come out
and they get a chance to talk
to other community mem-
bers and maybe find out new
things within the area or talk
to people who they haven’t
been able to connect to be-
fore,” Major said. “We have a
very diverse community, but
events like this bring every-
one together.”

Major also reflected on
the national recognition the
event has received. Last year,
the 2024 National Night Out
was ranked number 13 in
the country, moving up from
number 22 the year before.

“It just goes to show that
not only are we dedicated
to the community, but they
are dedicated to us as well.
If you didn’t have that, the
people wouldn’t be out and
we wouldn’t be getting that
recognition,” Major said. “So,
we're extremely, again, happy
that we have that community
support.”

Capt. Douglas Lambert,

Buffalo Bill from Buffalo Wild Wings, Chicorilla, members of the Chicopee Comprehensive High
School Football Team, Police Chief Patrick Major, Mayor John Vieau with the football, Jennifer Bell-
ville, assistant superintendent for Instruction & Accountability, and members of the Chicopee High
School Football Team after the wing-eating contest. Chicopee Comp won by one wing this year.

Police Chief Patrick Major welcomes attendees as Capt. Douglas Lambert, the chair of the event
committee for National Night Out, looks on.

The members of the Chicopee High School Football Team eat their wings.

the event committee chair,
was amazed by the turnout.

“It’s been completely
mind-blowing. Way bigger
than we’ve had other years.
Last year, we had 80 vendors,
this year we have 118, so it’s
been absolutely amazing,’
Lambert said.

Lambert was also happy
to see many families at the
free event.

“The families are our
bread and butter. We love to
see the kids out here, we love
interacting with the kids and

showing them that we’re hu-
mans and that they can come
see us whenever they have a
problem,” Lambert said.

He added the Holy-
oke Police Department also
joined this year to see what
Chicopee does and showcase
their department.

“Maybe they’ll do one
for their own self next year.
That’d be an amazing thing to
be a part of to help them out
doing it,” Lambert said.

Serhan hopes people
took away this from the event.

“There are some amazing
people in Chicopee that really
can provide more than just a
smile and provide us with a
great service to the communi-
ty and to all the people across
the board, so I’'m just really
happy to be here,” Serhan
said.

Lambert’s message was
this: there’s so many people
in the community here to help
you and provide resources.

“We look forward to see-
ing you in 2026!” Lambert
said.

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.

1014 Center St I Ludlow, MA 1 583-6508

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week

207-607-9333
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An action shot during the fundraiser as the raffle prizes were about to be announced.

FUNDRAISER
from page 1

Providing additional in-
sight into that fateful moment
was Greg Bernat, owner of
Bernat’s Polish Deli, who
was also one of the main
sponsors for getting the event
off the ground.

“It happened early Mon-
day morning on the 7th, and
Monika came in on her day
off, covered in soot, and in
tears,” Bernat said.

Facing a point of uncer-
tainty of what was unfolding,
Bernat and Surowiec traveled
to the scene and were shocked
to see what was happening.

“I saw firetrucks from
Holyoke, Chicopee and all
I can say is it takes a village
when occurrences like this
happen,” Bernat said.

Bernat then knew it was
time for further assistance
from the community due to
the personal connection he
shares with the Surowiec
family, which led to the spark
to greenlight the event.

“Monika is my employee
and has been for almost 25
years, and she was the first
employee I hired, and she’s
been with me since day one;
she’s like family to me,” Ber-
nat said. “Our kids grew up
and went to school together,
and so it only felt natural to
do this for the Surowiec fam-

ily.

2

The first person he
reached out to was Rumble-
seat Owner Billy Stetson,
who shared that the fundrais-
er was pitched and brought to
reality in a record time of only
two weeks by Bernat after he
presented the idea to him.

“(Greg) Bernat reached
out and said we need to do
something, her (Monika)
house burned down, and she
lost everything. What can we
do? and I responded, “Let’s
do a fundraiser,” Stetson
said. “I do them year-round,
I do them for everyone every
weekend.”

And in the end, the event

was a resounding success,
which featured a massive
crowd of nearly 300 people
gathered on the outside patio,
which was an ‘atmosphere of
goodness’ noted by Stetson.

“The turnout is double or
triple of what we expected,”
Stetson said. “Chicopee and
more specifically, the Polish
community, came together in
a big way to support one of
their own, and it’s unbeliev-
able, and (Monika) Surowiec
is very happy with how many
people are here, and it shows
all elements of the communi-
ty are present.”

Also in attendance was

Attendees enjoy the festivities to support the Surowiec Family.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Auto manufacturer

35. Moved on foot
36. Passenger’s spot

CLUES DOWN
1. Policemen (French)

4. The 23rd letter of on a motorcycle 2. Toy dog your future
the Greek alphabet  41. A way through 3. Inflamed colon 32. A way to travel
7. Two-year-old 45. “Rule, Britannia” disease behind
sheep composer 4. Muscular 33. Midway between
10. Member of 46. Leader weaknesses northeast and east
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15. Cool! difficulties of the Roman 42. Nursemaid in
16. Plants of the arum  55. Soft clothing Empire India
family fabric 13. Engine additive 43. Marketable
19. Perceptible by 56. Building material ~ 14. Chemistry solution 44. Tinier
touch 57. Sea bream 17. Written account ~ 47. Parts per billion
21. Rorschach test 59. Away to cause to  18. Consumed (abbr.)
23. Monetary units he swollen 20. Coming afterall ~ 48. Paddle
24. Art 60. One and only others 49. Oneness
25. Cardinal number ~ 61. Skin color 22. No (slang) 51. Bitter compound
26. Dueling sword 62. Wreath 27. Government 52. Not around
27. Hates 63. Nevertheless lawyers 53. Very fast airplane
30. Fixed in one place  64. They __ 28. Super Bowl 58. Swiss river
34. Pie ___mode 65. Sea eagle winner Manning

29. Small amount
31. A way to save for

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BRENDAN ROONEY

the Surowiec family, mem-
bers of the City Council,
Mayor John Vieau and a
majority of his constituents,
along with various sponsors
such as Polish National Cred-
it Union and countless others,
who all came together in a
‘collective effort of gratitude’
to support a family in need.
Also, attendees were
greeted with a variety of fes-
tivities, including a cash bar
and numerous raffle prizes,
and various Polish delicacies
from Bernat’s Polish Deli,
before pizza and wings were
brought out to help feed the
masses, something Stetson

A group photo of the Bernat’s Polish Deli team, who also
supported the event alongside the Rumbleseat Bar & Grille to
support Monika Surowiec and her family.

acknowledged due to the
number of guests.

Once dinner finished and
a few minutes were spared
before the raffles transpired,
Bernat gathered his thoughts
and shared this.

“I think I said it once ear-
lier, but I thought I had a good
business in Chicopee. It’s
clear 1T actually have a great
one, and the amount of com-
munity outreach and support
has touched my heart, and it’s
incredible to see all this come
together,” Bernat said.

Finally, Olivia Surow-
iec offered a simple response
when asked about the impact

she and her family received
from the community.

“The turnout is amazing,
and our community essen-
tially helped us plan this out,
and I can’t describe the work
(Greg) Bernat did, as he and
everyone involved took this
matter into their own hands,
and it’s heartwarming to see
the community come togeth-
er, especially with the sup-
port of the Mayor’s Office
and City Council being here,”
Surowiec said.

All proceeds from the
event went towards a benefit
to help the Surowiec family.

A shot of the many raffle prizes on display for the event.

BACK TO SCHOOL
from page 1

event where they get all this
stuff like free backpacks, free
food, haircuts, all that stuff.
Plus, they get resources. It’s
always good to put it right in
front of them so they take ad-
vantage.”

Diaz also encourages
vendors to get involved for
the opportunity to network
too.

“It’s a great place to be to
network and meet new people
and stuff like that, so that’s
always going to be great too,”
Diaz said.

Diaz also reflected on
when he and other communi-
ty leaders were recognized by
the city last October for their
work on the event, with Oc-
tober 16, 2024 also declared
Ricardo Diaz Day.

“There was a couple of
key people that we all want-
ed to recognize. These people
who are a part of this commit-
tee that make this happen and
we decided to do a ceremony
there,” Diaz said.

“Extremely happy about
that. It’s such an honor to
say that I have my own day
in Chicopee. It’s amazing, a
dream come true.”

Diaz looks forward to
seeing more people coming
out, families taking advan-
tage of the resources and see-
ing the kids getting their hair-
cuts and braids.

“Just leaving that park
with a smile, with a boost of
confidence, their self-esteem
nice and high. That’s what
I’m looking forward to, I just
want everybody to enjoy this,
take advantage of everything
and I just want to send these
kids to school happy, with a
big smile on their face,” Diaz
said.

Diaz said the growing
community support since
the very first Back to School
Event has meant the world to
him.

“More people are get-
ting involved. Every year,
I have a new business that
reaches out and they want
to be a part of it. This year,
I’'m extremely excited to an-
nounce a new vendor; they’re
actually young youth entre-
preneurs that do hair pieces
for kids. Like bows and little
hair ties and stuff like that,”
Diaz said. “Super excited to
say that we’re going to have
a youth group of entrepre-
neurs do that. It’s good to see
the youth kind of be inspired
by events like these and to
see them being a vendor, it’s
priceless. It’s such an amaz-
ing thing.”

For him, the most im-
portant thing is “to show ev-
erybody in our community
what it is that we can make
happen if we all come togeth-
er.”

“So, it doesn’t only
have to be a Back to School

Ludiow Self Storage
1ST MONTH IS FREE!

LOWEST PRICES IN THE AREA! NO HIDDEN FEES!

Safe & Secure with 24/7 Access

291 Moody Street, Ludlow
call/text: 413-800-6022 ¢ ludlowselfstorage.com

Event. Let’s do something
for the kids in the summer,
something for the kids in the
winter. Let’s make it where
these kids are getting togeth-
er—let’s say quarterly or
something—that builds rela-
tionships,” Diaz said. “And
with relationships, that just
turns into beautiful things.
So, it’s extremely important
to me, just the family aspect
of it, the community, every-
body coming together.”

Another important thing
is inspiring others, mentor-
ship and creating leaders in
the community.

“You might have the next
Ricardo Diaz going to get a
free haircut. You never know.
They get inspired from what
they see at an early age, it
teaches them, ‘Hey, a person
like Ricardo, my skin color,
Hispanic kids, he’s doing all
this’ and maybe they’ll get
inspired,” Diaz said.

Diaz looks forward to
seeing everyone very soon
and, also, encourages every-
one to have fun and be re-
spectful of one another.

“Everybody to leave hap-
py. confidence up the sky, out
the roof!” Diaz said. “Bring
the family out. It’s just days
before school starts, it’'s a
good event to come social-
ize, build friendships and just
take advantage of everything
that we’re putting out there
for them.”
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Pacers Elite advances in playoffs

CHICOPEE - The Pacers Elite, a 7-8
boys playoff team, defeated Belchertown
in the quarterfinals of the Spec Pond Sum-
mer Basketball League playoffs. The Pacers
would advance past TFP and later into the
finals of the tournament. They were sched-
uled to face Hampshire in final.

Damarlon Torres angles toward the hoop

Austen Reither looks at the basket before
driving to the hoop

Brayden Calisch drives down the
court.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Paitin Tyson passes away from the pressure.

Knox Flooces eyes the hoop.

Abrian Esmurria goes for a layup in traffic.

wWww.sports. turley com

Volley Hall hosts Grass
Open last weekend

HOLYOKE - Holyoke,
aka Volleyball City, is the
birthplace of volleyball and
home to the International
Volleyball Hall of Fame.

Last weekend, the hall
celebrated the heritage with a
fun filled event for players of
all ages and skill levels com-
peting for bragging rights
and amazing prizes.

The IVHF Volleyball
City hosted the Grass Open
last weekend Aug. 9 and 10,
at the scenic Wyckoff Coun-
try Club in Holyoke, Massa-
chusetts.

Different divisions each
day — Whether it was a sea-
soned competitor or new to
the game, there was a divi-
sion for you, from elite

Open-level compe-
tition to fun recreational
play. Junior players were
also encouraged to partic-

ipate, and teams can in-
clude both youth and adults.
Spectators were welcomed to
attend for free and enjoy the
full tournament atmosphere,
including  Center  Court
matches with music. On Sat-
urday, August 9, the event
featured men’s and wom-
en’s triples in Open (cash
prize), BB, and Legends
divisions. Sunday, August
10, highlighted juniors (16U
and 18U) and reverse co-ed
doubles for both Open (cash
prize) and BB players.

All participants received
free parking and passes to
visit the International Volley-
ball Hall of Fame Museum.
Adding to the fun, was live
music both days presented
by Wyckoff Country Club.
Food, drinks, and prizes
will rounded out this festive
weekend.

HCC releases schedules
for men’s, women’s soccer

HOLYOKE - The
Holyoke Community Col-
lege Cougars will have
men’s and women’s soccer
teams once again this fall.
The Cougars men’s soccer
team is scheduled to get
their season kicked off on
Saturday, Sept. 6 against
Hudson Valley Community
College at home.

Their first road game
is on Thursday, Sept. 11
against STCC. Their sched-
ule includes matchups with
New Hampshire Tech, Bris-
tol, Northern Essex, Mass
Bay, Community College of
Rhode Island, Bunker Hill,

Massasoit, Roxbury, and
Quinsigamond.
HCC’s first matchup

with STCC will be a non-re-
gion, but a second matchup
in October will count.

The Women’s Soccer
team will hold the Cougar
Classic, hosting a few teams

at HCC. On Saturday, the
Cougars will face off with
the Fashion Institute of
Technology on Saturday,
Aug. 30 and then face Cen-
tral Maine Community Col-
lege on Sunday, Aug. 31 at
1:30 p.m.

From there, the regu-
lar season opener will take
place against Hudson Valley
ahead of the men’s game.
The women will start the
day at 1:30 p.m.

HCC’s road schedule
starts on Wednesday, Sept.
10 at Bristol Communi-
ty College. The women’s
scheduled features sev-
eral opponents that HCC
will meet twice, including
Quinsigamond, Bunker
Hill, Roxbury, and Massa-
soit.

The regional playoffs
begin around Oct. 30.

For more information,
go to www.hcccougars.com

HoopHall announces
enshrinement presenters

SPRINGFIELD - The
Naismith Basketball Hall of
Fame has announced the list
of Hall of Famers who will
present the Class of 2025 at
the Enshrinement Ceremony
on Saturday, Sept. 6, at Sym-
phony Hall in Springfield,
Massachusetts, the “Birth-
place of Basketball.” Over 50
Hall of Famers are expected
to be in attendance for the cer-
emony.

Each member of the
Class of 2025 was asked to
select previously inducted
Hall of Famers to serve as
their presenter. The decision
is made solely by the incom-

ing Hall of Famers or, in the
case of posthumous honorees,
by their family.

The 2008 USA Men’s Na-
tional Team will be presented
by members of the team who
have been previously inducted
into the Hall of Fame.

The 2025 Hall of Fame
Inductees and Presenters:

Carmelo Anthony - Allen
Iverson (Class of 2016), Dwy-
ane Wade (‘23)

Micky Arison - Alonzo
Mourning (‘14), Pat Riley
(‘08), Dwyane Wade (‘23)

Sue Bird - Geno Auriem-

See HOOPHALL page 8

Quabbin Valley set to host
second over-28 fall league

Following up on the re-
sounding success of its inau-
gural campaign, the Quabbin
Valley Baseball League, an
over-28 adult baseball league
will hold its second Fall
League this September and
October.

Seeking to create a similar
competition environment to its
spring/summer league, Quab-
bin Valley, with contributions
from the Valley Wheel Over-
28 Baseball League, created a
four-team fall league last year
featuring the Braves, Dodgers,
Cardinals, and Twins.

Those same four teams

are set to return and each team
tends to have openings on
them. Additionally, the league
is open to welcoming more
teams in to the league if it
finds enough interest.

While the fall league
schedule is still under con-
struction, it will mostly fea-
ture Sunday morning games
played with wood-bat only,
which is customary for fall
baseball. There could be
some Saturday games added
to the schedule depending on
the completion of the spring/

See QUABBIN VALLEY
page 8

West Side wins Women’s PVSSL Championship

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Back in
the middle of July, Olivia
Crespo and her New En-
gland Mutiny teammates
lost in the United Women’s
Soccer League finals for the
second year in a row.

On Friday, Aug. 2, Cre-
spo guided the third-seed-
ed Westside Sport Shop to
a 5-0 shutout victory over
top-seeded Here for Beer in
the women'’s finals of the Pi-
oneer Valley Summer Soccer
League at Lusitano Stadium
in Ludlow.

“It was a little bit frus-
trating coming up a little bit
short in the National Finals
once again this year,” said
Crespo, who graduated from
Ludlow High School. “T had
a lot of confidence coming
into tonight’s championship
match and I knew that we
would be able to do it.”

Crespo, who scored
four goals and had an assist
against Here for Beer, was
selected as the M.V.P. fol-
lowing the match.

“My teammates deserve
a lot of credit,” Crespo said.
“They helped set up my
goals. I wouldn’t have been
able to do it without them.”

Last fall, Crespo was a
member of the women’s soc-
cer team at Franklin Pierce
University, which captured
the NE 10 conference cham-
pionship title. Her college
soccer team played in the
NCAA Division 2 Final

League.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
West Side Sports Shop won the Women’s Title this year in the Pioneer Valley Summer Soccer

Rachel McKenna of Granby heads up the field.

Four.

“It was a really special

season,”

she said.

“We’re

another successful season
this fall.
Westside Sport Shop (9-

looking forward to having 2-1) won the championship

title for the third time since
Crespo has been a mem-
ber of the team. They beat
sixth-seeded Heat, 2-1 in
overtime in the quarterfinals
before squeaking out a 3-2
win over the second seed-
ed Monson Mustangs in the
semifinals.

Here For Beer, who de-
feated Westside Sport Shop
in last year’s finals, won
the regular season match-
up between the two squads.
They entered the 2025 play-
offs with an 11-1-0 record
and earned a quarterfinal
bye. They advanced into
the finals after defeating
the fourth-seeded Lusitano
Women,2-1, in the semifi-
nals.

See WEST SIDE page 8
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Kendall wins Mini 40, Leary tops
Mods, Saturday at Monadnock

WINCHESTER,

— Defending track 604 Mod-
ified champion Tyler Leary
wired the night’s main event
Saturday, blasting to his sec-
ond win of the summer on
the high banks of Monadnock
Speedway.

On the same card, Ju-
lia Kendall, she of the famed
Bernardston, Mass. Raymond
racing family, roared to vic-
tory in a special 40-lap Mini
Stock feature. Points leader
Dylan Zullo won a thriller in
the Super Streets, four-holer
ace Gordon Farnum stormed
to victory in the Pure Stocks,
and  15-year-old  Hunter
Duquette won his fifth Young
Guns event of the summer.

The New England Dwarf
Car Series was in town, and
Andrew Harmon had a huge
night, dominating both ends
of a 25-lap twinbill to earn
two victory laps around the
high banks, but also picking
up a cool $250 SERVRO bo-
nus for sweeping the feature
event pair.

Leary and Joey Jarvis sat
up front as the Allstates Ma-
terials Group 604 Modifieds
went into battle. Leary, whose
earlier victory was scored
on July 5, would never look
back.

Veteran ace Todd Pat-
node,of Swanzey, who’d won
a week earlier, blasted into
second on lap nine and would
then run the rest of the race in
Leary’s shadow, settling for
his second strong outing in
as many weeks as he tries to
claw his way to the top of the
2025 leaderboard.

The best battle in this one
was for third. Back from a pit
side engine change a week
earlier, Trevor Bleau was up
to third early but soon had di-
visional points leader draped
all over him. Robie, though,
frantically trying high and
low, could never find a path to
the three spot, as Bleau joined

Leary and Patnode in trophy
row.

It is said that a full moon
over a race track spells pure
chaos. If that’s true, what do
you get with a half moon on
a clear August night? On this
one, you got three ultra-fo-
cused Twin State Truck Ser-
vices Super Streets frantically
dicing through a wall of non-
cooperative lapped cars, with
a large crowd at the edge of
its seats from green to check-
ers.

JD Stockwell got to
the front first, with his bud-
dy Zach Zilinski riding in
his shadow. Top points man
Dylan Zullo was quickly up
to second and closing fast,
and the sea of lappers was
getting closer and closer.

Zilinski took the top spot
in heavy traffic on lap eight,
bringing Zullo with him. On
lap 16, it was Zullo to the
point, Stockwell following
forward and looking for a
path to the lead, But the final
14 laps would belong to Zul-
lo, as the potent trio made its
way to victory lane. Zullo hit
the stripe four lengths quicker
than Stockwell, with Zilins-
ki in tow too, Wesley Stedt
fourth. Hillary Renaud round-
ed the top five.

Hot shoe Louie Maher led
early in the Fabian Fuels Mini
Stock 40-lap main event, pull-
ing away easily. Julia Kendall,
blasting from row four, was
up to second on lap six but
still way behind Maher.

A lap-19 caution, though,
brought both Kendall and
high-flying John Fultz to Ma-
her’s bumper, with the trio
then racing under a blanket
until Fultz took the top spot
on lap 28. Kendall wasn’t
done though, rocketing into
the lead on lap 32 and then
soaring off to win by a com-
fortable eight lengths, Tim
Paquette impressed with a
season-best third, just ahead

of Cameron Sontag and Ma-
her.

Kyle Begos led early in
the Brattleboro Towing and
Recovery Pure Stock feature.
Four-holer super star Gor-
don Farnum - he of the dou-
ble-digit-victory Mini Stock
champ seasons - was on a
mission though. Dirt tracking
most of the way a week ago,
Farnum had the Patnode ride
dialed in perfectly Saturday.
Taking charge on lap 13, Far-
num sailed off to his first win
of the season, five lengths
ahead of Dominick Stafford,
who rocketed from scratch on
the starting grid after strug-
gling woefully in his earlier
heat race. Pure Stock points
leader Kyle Kenny, victorious
the night before at Claremont,
finished at Stafford’s bumper
in third. In a post race inspec-
tion, fifth place finisher, Jim-
my Zellman was penalized for
a camber rule infraction.

Doug’s Auto  Body
Young Gun top gun Hunter
Duquette took the lead from
Ella Grabowski on lap three
of the youth division feature
and dashed off to his fifth win
of the summer. Maya Bell
was strong in second, and
Grabowski came home third.

Andrew Harmon twice
took the lead on lap three
in the two New England
Dwarf Car 25-lap features,
and each time he rocketed
off into a different time zone
to win easily and pocket the
$250 SERVPRO bonus cash.

Top Dwarf Car points
man Tom Harwood sent a
scare through the stands
during qualifying, when con-
tact with another car launched
him into a violent up-and-over
multiple flip in turn one. Un-
injured, he returned for the
features aboard a loner but
finished out of the money.
Cody Hodgdon was second
in each of the 25-lappers, and
Chris Sullivan third.

Follow Turley
Sports on
Instagram

Turley Publications
sports department has re-
cently joined Instagram.
You can find our ac-
count by searching “tur-
leysports.”

We will regularly
feature samples of photos
that you will see in our
publications on a weekly
basis. Please follow and
share with your friends
and loved ones.

We will be featuring
photos from all 11 of our
sports sections, but as
always, you can see all
the photos that appear
by subscribing to your
local paper or picking
up a copy in your com-
munity.

LOWER PRICES

T0 BOOST

QUABBIN VALLEY
from page 7

summer season as well as to
makeup rainouts, potential-
ly. Games are nine-innings
long and there is a small
playoff and championship
held at the end of the season.
Last year’s fall season was
eight games and that is the
goal for this year. Free and
low-cost fields are used as
well as just one umpire in an
effort to keep the costs lower
for players. The cost to play
will likely range from $40
to $60 for the eight-game

HOOPHALL
from page 7

ma (‘06), Swin Cash (‘22)

Danny Crawford - Tim
Hardaway (°22), Isiah Thom-
as (‘00)

Billy Donovan - Mau-
rice Cheeks (‘18), Rick Pitino
(13)

Sylvia Fowles - Katie
Smith (‘18), Lindsay Whalen
(22)

Dwight Howard - Patrick

schedule. Players from out-
side the Quabbin League
may also pay a small fee for
insurance as well.

An interest/registration
form, will be forthcoming
soon, but until then, to express
interest in the league, you can
email the coordinators of the
league at either GScibelli22 @
yahoo.com or ikhandfield@

gmail.com.
Scheduled and team
placement for unaffiliated

players will be finalized in
mid-to-late  August. Please
join in the fun this fall.

Ewing (‘08), Robert Parish
(‘03), Dennis Rodman (‘11),
Dominique Wilkins (‘06)

Maya Moore - Seim-
one Augustus (‘24), Geno
Auriemma (‘06), Swin Cash
(‘22), Tamika Catchings
(°20), Lindsay Whalen (‘22)

2008 USA Men’s Nation-
al Team - Jim Boeheim (‘05),
Chris Bosh (‘21), Jerry Colan-
gelo (‘04), Jason Kidd (“18),
Mike Krzyzewski (‘01), Dwy-
ane Wade (‘23)

IN THE CITY

PRICES IN
ARE AT OR BEL

Elms College celebrates top Niche.com rankings

Includes #4 best for
Nursing in MA and
Eighth Best Value
College

CHICOPEE - Elms Col-
lege received significant rec-
ognition across multiple cat-
egories in Niche.com’s latest
rankings. Elms College has
been named among the top
colleges nationwide for its
exceptional nursing pro-
gram, strong catholic identi-
ty, and value. In 21st place,
Elms College is among the
25 Best Colleges in Massa-
chusetts (MIT and Harvard
rank Ist and 2nd, respec-
tively). Furthermore, Elms
is ranked among the top 10
Colleges in Massachusetts
in three categories: 4th Best
Nursing School, 3rd Best
Catholic College, and 8th
for Best Value. Elms Col-
lege leads all other Western
Massachusetts institutions in
those three categories.

Elms College president,
Dr. Harry Dumay said, “It is
wonderful to see that Elms
College is recognized for

our outstanding programs
and opportunities for our
students. The faculty and
staff of Elms College have
historically remained unified
and focused on our mission
to educate a diverse group of
students ready to effect posi-
tive change in the world. We
are delighted to see that our
secret is out.”

Elms College’s strong
showing as the 5th Best
College in Western Massa-
chusetts (behind Williams,
Ambherst, Smith, and Mount
Holyoke) exemplifies how
the institution lives up to
its mission, rooted in the
values of the Sisters of St.
Joseph. The College fosters
a supportive and inclusive
community where students
are encouraged to grow in-
tellectually, spiritually, and
personally. Elms also ranks
49th of the 159 U.S. Catho-
lic colleges.

The 4th ranking for Best
College for Nursing in Mas-
sachusetts highlights Elms
College’s long-standing rep-
utation for producing highly
skilled and compassionate

healthcare professionals.
The School of Nursing of-
fers state-of-the-art simula-
tion labs and a curriculum
designed to meet the evolv-
ing demands of the health-
care industry. Elms nursing
graduates consistently pass
the National Council Licen-
sure Exam (NCLEX), the
standardized test that is re-
quired for employment as a
licensed nurse. Elms nurses
are also highly sought after
by healthcare providers in
the region.

The recognition as 2nd
Best Value College in the
Springfield area, and 8th in
Massachusetts, is particular-
ly meaningful, reflecting on
Elms College’s dedication
to making a high-quality
education accessible and af-
fordable. This ranking show-
cases the best value for your
money based on net price,
alumni earnings and student
debt.

You can view addition-
al rankings for Elms Col-
lege linked here, https://
www.niche.com/colleges/
elms-college/rankings/.

WEST SIDE
from page 7

“Westside is a very
good team this year,” said
Here for Beer player/coach
Cassie Ashwell “If we were
going to lose to anyone, I'm
okay losing to them.”

Longtime Minnechaug
Regional girls’ varsity soc-
cer coach Nundi Goncalves
attended the championship
match. Several of his for-
mer players were playing on
both sides.

The former Lady Fal-
cons players wearing West-
side uniforms were Emi-
ly Howard, Rhiann Ryan,
Claire Poindexter, Gaby
Williams, Lylah Jeannotte,
and Chapin Jeannotte.

The Jeannotte sisters
weren’t teammates when
they were in high school.

“We missed playing
on the same soccer team at
Minnechaug by only one
year, but we’ve been playing
together on this team for the
past couple of years, which
has been a lot of fun,” said
Lylah Jeannotte, who was a
starting defender. “It feels
awesome winning a cham-
pionship together.”

Here For Beer goalie
Kenzie Pastreck also played
soccer at Minnechaug Re-
gional.

The other players listed
on the Westside roster from
the Turley Publications cov-
erage area are Reese Carey
(South Hadley), Gabriel-
la Fiahlo, Sydney Mercier
(South Hadley), and Maya
Tellier (Belchertown).

Here For Beer also had
several players from the Tur-
ley Publications coverage
area. They are Macie Bolton
(Belchertown), Taryn Car-
riveau (Chicopee), Katie
Gilhooly (Chicopee), Gwen

Sara Avery, of South Hadley, corrals the ball.

Duggan (Palmer), and Lau-
ren Marjanski (South Had-
ley), who didn’t play in the
finals.

Westside Sport Shop
scored a pair of goals during
the first ten minutes of the
match.

Crespo, who’s entering
her senior season at Franklin
Pierce, gave her team a 1-0
lead in the fourth minute af-
ter firing a low shot into the
back of the net.

A couple of minutes
later, Crespo delivered a
crossing pass from the right
side of the box to Natalie
Matz, who poked a shot into

the net past Pastreck.

Westside had several
shots on goal during the fi-
nal 30 minutes of the first
half, but the score was still
2-0 at the break.

Crespo scored three
more goals during the sec-
ond half.

Crespo’s first goal af-
ter halftime was unassisted,
while Matz and Julianna
Beaulieu were given the as-
sists on her final two goals.

Sara Avery, who was
Westside’s starting goalie,
and Chloe Laizer, who also
played for the Mutiny, com-
bined to post the shutout.

REMEMBR TO SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SPORTS TEAMS

<

YOUR BUDGET! INFLATloN

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

COUNTRY STYLE PoRK RiBs® 233
ESE|)NAI!E§P66%ZEN BONE-IN 49
PORK LOIN CHOPS...... 2

PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS. $234

SLICED (N OUR DELI

USDA INSP.

TURKEY BREAST............ 24429

SWISS CHEESE.......... 2444

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS

R‘il)
r LAST YEAR’S PRICE
USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF SKIRT STEAK ... B 58
ESI.lIJIA I&SEP.NFRESH

DRUMSTICKS 0.5 546.comenl B5
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 5516, > 22

USDA INSP. DIMITRIA DELIGHTS

STICKY
WINUTS OR NO NUTS 150700 > 0 0

USDA INSP. 1QF FROZEN HEAD ON

RAW SHRIMP SHELL ON
15120 CT 1516 836 vmmmsmmnn 2O 2

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN
cut 3699 WHOLE

FREE OR HALF

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TOP ROUND

LONDON BROIL

6%’

A INSP.
GROUND FRESH DAILY

80% LEAN

CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED 53 GROUND BEEF 90 Meat Outlet QOSAp‘I{i?:;af?é: J%t.
CHICKEN THIGHS . 539 ora_/ | HOURS: won. - weg. 5.4 413-737-1288
USDA INSP. Ib |  |Thurs.8-6 e Fri.8-6 * Sat.8-3 www.90meat.com

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

SALE DATES:
8/14/25-8/20/25

BEEF BACK RIBS.....conn P @ 02

BUY DIRECT FOR ====== SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE

BUSINESS

Turley Publications is liberal with regard to
its business coverage polices, but we do have
some standards folks need to understand. First,
local businesses and merchants are just as much
institutions in our towns as the library and schools.
Without them, there are no towns.

We will feature coverage of local businesses
that are new, have a major expansion, moving,
closing, under new management or ownership,
celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have
been thrust into the news realm. Merchants can
request that coverage through the editor, or for
our existing advertising clients, through their ad
representatives.

For more information on business coverage
for The Chicopee Register, please email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
www.turley.com
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IN THE CITY

Our Fathers House provides dinner to CPD

PHOTOS AND CAPTION COURTESY OF CHICOPEE POLICE DEPARTMENT.

CHICOPEE - We would like to thank our friends from Our Fathers House for stopping by over the
weekend to provide dinner to our Officers on shift. Your support is greatly appreciated.

An overview of the D2 Design Schematic.

BARRY SCHOOL’
from page 1

addition of a second story,
which is bigger in scope and
design, along with a plethora
of included amenities.

“This option basically
creates a series of three court-
yards, surrounded by academ-
ic wings, and then at the top of
the building is a public zone,”
Gardner said.

The schematic also of-
fers the confirmation that the
renovation would split Szetela
and Barry into ‘two buildings’
with the option to have a con-
nection zone if that decision is
presented.

“So, the way it’s set up
now, you have two separate
entrances, and then you have
two public zones. The larger
school (Barry) Kindergar-

ten through fifth grade has
a semi-private zone, and the
Pre-K (Szetela) doesn’t have
that, so they just have a pub-
lic zone in their classroom
wings,” Gardner said when of-
fering insight into option D1.

The listed pros are the
acknowledgment of updating
two outdated and out-of-code
schools, removal of traffic
from Macek Drive, full sup-
port of 76% of Key Elements,
and maximization of green
space on site. Cons, however,
included neighborhood oppo-
sition, Granby Road Traffic
Concerns, as well as potential
city scope adjustments, and
the PreK Program was not eli-
gible for reimbursement under
the grant.

The estimated cost would
be around $139,988,588.

D2 is where things start
to shift. As Gardner noted, this
option would be a three-story
build/renovation, which is es-
timated to cost $139,697,765,
and offers similar pros and
cons, with the only difference
this choice would support up
to 85% of key elements were
fully supported, compared to
the latter 76%.

He also noted that the
schematic does a great job of
repurposing the space from
Szetela, while offering the

same method of having the
buildings split, and the only
difference is that this design
offers a connecting corridor
compared to the latter.

“The connecting zone
is beneficial for maintenance
workers, educational collabo-
rations, so it all works in per-
fect harmony, especially for
the transition for Pre-K teach-
ers showing their students
where Kindergarten will be,”
Gardner said.

He also highlighted the
vast wealth of amenities on the
proposed property, but cited
key differences from the earli-
er options.

“We would have a big
L-shaped courtyard, which we
can subdivide, opening up a
ton of space for playgrounds
and outdoor learning,” Gard-
ner said.

From there, he opted to
showcase what the second
floor would encompass. He
explained that the second tier
would house counseling ser-
vices, along with the preschool
classrooms and an additional

An overview of the D1 Design Schematic.

A summary of the C1 Design Schematic.

academic neighborhood.
Finally, Gardner touched
upon the third tier of the build-
ing, noting it would house
the upper-class students. The
fourth and fifth graders, due
to the variety of space with the
wide open atrium, and addi-
tional space at their disposal.
Bringing us to the last op-
tion, D3, which would be an

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of LABOR DAY,

PUBLIC NOTICES
EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place vour public notice

no later than NOON

Thursday, August 28

— Thank you!

A Ak Ak Ak ok ok ok Ak ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok Ak ok ok Kk &

entirely new rebuild from the
ground up, that would see the
old Szetela building be demol-
ished, with a newly renovated
institution take its place, and
the estimated cost would be
around $136,000,591. Offer-
ing similar pros and cons to the
options before, except for the
addition that the demo costs
for Szetela would be covered

under the MSBA grant, along
with up to 88% of key ele-
ments being fully supported.

The next meeting to hear
about the latest developments
to the Barry School ‘lega-
cy’ project will be held next
Thursday, Aug. 21, at 6 p.m.,
at Anna E. Barry Elementa-
ry School, 44 Connell Street,
Chicopee.

DEADLINES

In observance of LABOR DAY,
there will be an
EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise,
place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, August 28

— Thank you!
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PUBLIC NOTICES

CHICOPEE CITY COUNCIL
ZONING COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee of the
Chicopee City Council will hold
a public hearing on Wednesday,
August 27, 2025 at 6:30 PM* in
the Auditorium, 3rd floor, City
Hall, 274 Front Street., Chicop-
ee, MA 01013 to discuss the
following:

Special Permit application
under Chapter 275-40 G (2) &
(7) for the purpose of flexible
parking standards to reduce the
required parking spaces from 21
to 18 located at Chicopee Street
(Parcel ID 0582-00001&2 park-
ing easement & 0582-00004).
Applicant — Nova Home Im-
provements, Inc., Gleb Leider-
man, 764 Springfield St., Feed-
ing Hills, MA 01030.

The plans/application can be
viewed on the City Council web-
site https://www.chicopeema.
gov/880/Pending-Applications

The August 27, 2025 Zon-
ing Committee hearing shall be
available to the public via zoom
and in person. Zoom creden-
tials are available upon request
by calling (413) 594-1435 M-F
8:30 AM - 5 PM or by email at
aczarniecki @chicopeema.gov.

The petition and materials re-
lated to this proposal are on file
in the Office of the City Council,
Chicopee City Hall, 274 Front
Street, (plans and applications
are also available on the City
Council website https://www.
chicopeema.gov/880/Pend-
ing-Applications.) You may also
call (413) 594-1435 or email
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.
08/08, 08/15/2025

CHICOPEE CITY COUNCIL
ZONING COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee of the
Chicopee City Council will hold
a public hearing on Wednesday,
August 27, 2025 at 6:30 PM* in
the Auditorium, 3rd floor, City
Hall, 274 Front Street., Chicop-
ee, MA 01013 to discuss the
following:

Zone Change application from
Business A to Res A for 0.402
acres of property located at O
Prospect St #LotlB (Parcel 1D
0688-0026A) for the purpose
of single-family home. Appli-
cant — DCL Construction, David
Labrie, 187 Nelson St., Chicop-
ee, MA 01013.

The plans/application can be
viewed on the City Council web-
site https://www.chicopeema.
gov/880/Pending-Applications

The August 27, 2025 Zon-
ing Committee hearing shall be
available to the public via zoom
and in person. Zoom creden-
tials are available upon request
by calling (413) 594-1435 M-F
8:30 AM - 5 PM or by email at
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.

The petition and materials re-
lated to this proposal are on file
in the Office of the City Council,
Chicopee City Hall, 274 Front
Street, (plans and applications
are also available on the City
Council website https://www.
chicopeema.gov/880/Pend-
ing-Applications.) You may also
call (413) 594-1435 or email
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.
08/08, 08/15/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P1645EA
Estate of:

Maria Hendrika Baptiste
Also known as:
Maria H Baptiste
Date of Death: 09/28/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Danielle M Rosa-
rio of Springfield, MA request-
ing that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the
Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Danielle M Rosario of Spring-
field, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said
estate to serve Without Surety
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You

have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 09/05/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: August 08, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
08/15/2025

MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of

the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Mat-
thew Beaudoin, a/k/a Matthew
R. Beaudoin to Chicopee Sav-
ings Bank, now held by West-
field Bank, Successor by Merger
to Chicopee Savings Bank, dated
August 24, 2010 and recorded
with the Hampden County Reg-
istry of Deeds in Book 18432,
Page 327, of which mortgage
the undersigned is the present
holder, for breach of the condi-
tions of said mortgage and for
the purpose of foreclosing, the
same will be sold at Public Auc-
tion at 11:00 a.m. on the 16th
day of September, 2025, on the
mortgaged premises believed to
be known as 6 Parkwood Drive,
Chicopee, Hampden County,
Massachusetts, all and singular
the premises described in said
Mortgage, to wit:

“The land in said Chicopee,
being known and designated
as Lot #70 (seventy) on plan of
lots entitled “section D owner;
Hamar Construction Co., Inc.,
Janik Construction, Inc., loca-
tion Chicopee, Mass., dated Jan.
1955, Dobb, Beesley & Miles,
Engineers, Springfield, Massa-
chusetts”, recorded in Hampden
County Registry of Deeds, Plan
Book 46, Page 129; said lot is
more particularly bounded and
described as follows:

EASTERLY by Parkwood
Drive, as shown on said plan
ninety (90) feet;

SOUTHERLY by Mayflower
Avenue, as shown on said plan,
one hundred five and 02/100
(105.02) feet;

WESTERLY by Lot #55 (fif-
ty-five) and a portion of Lot #56
(fifty-six) as shown on said plain,
ninety-two and 29/100 (92.29)
feet; and

NORTHERLY by Lot #69
(sixty-nine) as shown on said
plan, one hundred five (105) feet.

Subject to restrictions set forth
in deed to Rene L. Cote, recorded
in said Registry of Deeds, June
13, 1956 as Document #15409.”

The premises will be sold sub-
ject to any and all restrictions,
easements, improvements, cov-
enants, outstanding tax titles,
municipal or other public taxes,
assessments, liens or claims in
the nature of liens, and existing
encumbrances of record superi-
or to the mortgage, if any. Said
premises will also be sold subject
to all leases and tenancies having
priority over said mortgage, to
tenancies or occupation by per-
sons on the premises now and at
the time of said auction which
tenancies or occupation are sub-
ject to said mortgage, to rights
or claims in personal property
installed by tenants or former
tenants now located on the prem-
ises, also to all laws and ordi-
nances including, but not limited
to, all building and zoning laws
and ordinances. It shall be the
bidder’s sole responsibility to as-
certain all items described in this

paragraph and no representations
are made concerning compliance
with applicable zoning, building,
sanitary or other state and/or mu-
nicipal regulations.

TERMS OF SALE: TEN
THOUSAND AND  00/100
($10,000.00) DOLLARS will be
required to be paid in cash, or by
certified or bank cashier’s check
by the purchaser at the time and
place of sale. The balance of
the purchase price in connec-
tion with the sale shall be paid
in cash, or by certified or bank
cashier’s check within thirty (30)
days of the date of the sale and
the Deed transferred contempo-
raneously therewith. A buyer’s
premium equal to five percent
(5%) of the successful bid will
be paid by the successful bidder
and incorporated within the pur-
chase price. The purchaser at
the sale shall be required to sign
a Memorandum of terms of sale
containing the above terms at
the Auction sale. The purchaser
will be responsible for all closing
costs, Massachusetts deed excise
stamps and all recording fees.

The sale may be postponed or
adjourned from time to time, if
necessary, by the attorney for the
mortgagee at the scheduled time
and place of sale. The descrip-
tion for the premises contained in
said mortgage shall control in the
event of a typographical error in
this publication.

Other terms, if any, will be an-
nounced at the sale.

Westfield Bank,

Present Holder of said Mortgage

By:

/s/Jonathan C. Sapirstein

Jonathan C. Sapirstein

SAPIRSTEIN & SAPIRSTEIN,

P.C.

1500 Main Street, Suite 2504

P.O. Box 15408

Springfield, MA 01115-5408

(413) 827-7500

Its Attorneys

Date: August 5, 2025
08/08, 08/15, 08/22/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD25P1559EA
Estate of:
Juana Hoyos
Date of Death: June 25, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate, by
Petition of Petitioner Natalie A.
Gabriel of West Hartford, CT.

Natalie A. Gabriel of West
Hartford, CT

has been informally appointed
as the Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without surety
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

08/15/2025

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on August 15th,
2025 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2019 Ford E350 Super Duty
VIN: 1IFDWE3FS8KDC49613
Junita Sanchez

148 Canterbury St

Worcester, MA 01603

2003 Toyota Camry

VIN: 4T1BE32K13U174971
Elias Vasquez

147 73rd St.

Cincinnati, OH, 45216

2012 Nissan Rogue
VIN: INSASSMT4CW256096
Laurajean Anderson

9 Amherst Ave.
Feeding Hills, MA 01030

2008 Honda Accord

VIN: THGCS11348A014688
Joseph Blair

22 Easy St.

South Hadley, MA 01075

2005 Kia Amanti

VIN: KNALD124155079189
Jose Reyes

9 Broderick St., Apt. 2
Easthampton, MA 01027

2008 Honda Civic

VIN: 2HGEJ6678YH595912
Jorge Malo

41 Willard Ave.

Springfield, MA 01109

2003 BMW X5

VIN: SUXFAS53563LV95501
Shane Allen Spencer

49 Belmont Ave Apt 20
Springfield, Ma 01109

2009 Honda Accord

VIN: 1THGCP26389A081490
Santiago Ortiz

11 Yoerg Cir.

Holyoke, MA 01040

2007 Subaru Impreza

VIN: JF1GD61687H514544
Expedito Delgado Medina
64 Grosvenor St., Apt. 4R
Springfield, MA 01107

08/01, 08/08, 08/15/2025

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on August 22nd
at Interstate Towing, Inc the fol-
lowing Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

1998 Honda VT1100C3
VIN: 1THFSC3902WA000322
Scott Mosher

120 Providence St.

Mendon, MA 01756

Moped
LLPTGLHE4R1100014
Unknown Owner

2017 Toyota Camry

VIN: 4T1BF1FK2HU651085
Manuel Jesus Romero Sacancela
11 Taylor St., Apt. 2

Milford, MA 01757

2008 Honda Accord EX — L
VIN: THGCP26848A031955
Ivonne Cedeno Ortiz

34 Mazarin St., Apt. 2
Indian Orchard, MA 01151

2006 Lexus GS 300

VIN: JTHCH96S860020359
Enrique Baerga

248 Union St., Ap.t 2C
Springfield, MA 01105
08/08, 08/15, 08/22/2025

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on August 29th
at Interstate Towing, Inc the fol-
lowing Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2018 Mack 600 CXU

VIN: IM1AWO02Y6JM087645
Bulkmatic Transport Company
Inc.

2001 N. Cline Ave.
Griffith, ID 46319

2007 Toyota Tacoma

VIN: STEUU42N37Z2356071
Roger Caron

P.O. Box 762

West Brookfield, MA 01585

2015 Mercedes Sprinter 2500
VIN: WD3PE7DC2F5963517
Premier Value Express

900 River St., Ste. F

Windsor, CT 06095

2009 Toyota Highlander
VIN: JTEES41A592145031
Fransico Rivera

61 Sargent St.

Cherry Valley, MA 01611

2004 Toyota Sienna

VIN: 5TDZA23C44S119100
Javier Hernandez Umana
262 S Common St., Apt 3
Lynn, MA 01905

2007 Subaru Impreza

VIN: JFIGD61687H514544
Expedito Delgado Medina
64 Grosvenor St., Apt. 4r
Springfield, MA 01107

2008 Honda Accord

VIN: THGCP26838A053283
Tania Figueroa

33 Lester St. #1

Springfield, MA 01108

2015 Nissan Altima

VIN: IN4AL3AP6FC482379
Erica Strong

4 Allen Rd.

Bloomfield, CT 06002

2016 Honda Pilot

VIN: SENYF6H33GB075483
Dayanara Negron

205 Country Club Blvd., Apt. 480
Worcester, MA 01605

2006 Toyota Sienna

VIN: 5TDBA23C76S058586
Brayan Ramirez Estrada

22 Harwood St., Apt. 3
Lynn, MA 01902

08/15, 08/22, 08/29/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P1656EA
Estate of:
Carl Makuch
Also known as:
Carl T Makuch
Date of Death: 09/27/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy and
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
Victoria Makuch of Chicopee,
MA requesting that the Court
enter a formal Decree and Order
and for such other relief as re-
quested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Victoria Makuch of Chicopee,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 09/08/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: August 11, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
08/15/2025

INVITATION FOR BID
CHICOPEE
ELECTRIC LIGHT
725 FRONT STREET,
CHICOPEE, MA 01020
BID NO. CEL 25-0521
ISSUE DATE:
AUGUST 12, 2025

Sealed proposals are being
accepted for: SINGLE PHASE
AND THREE PHASE PAD-
MOUNT TRANSFORMERS

BID OPENING DATE, TIME
AND LOCATION: SEPTEM-
BER 18, 2025 at 10:00 A.M.
at Chicopee Electric Light, 725
Front Street, Chicopee, MA
01020-1778.

BIDS WILL ONLY BE AC-
CEPTED IN DUPLICATE.
PLEASE READ AND COM-
PLY WITH THE TERMS
AND CONDITIONS ENTI-
TLED 1.0 PREPARATION OF
BIDS.

Bid documents are available
at the business office located at
725 Front Street, Chicopee, MA
01020-1778.

The Vendor/Contractor shall

comply with the provisions of
Executive Order No. 11246, as
amended by Executive Order No.
11375, entitled “Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity” and of Chap-
ter 164 Sec. 56D as amended, of
the Massachusetts General Laws,
both of which are herein incor-
porated by reference and made a
part of this contract.

The Department reserves the
right to reject any or all propos-
als, or to accept any proposal that
in the opinion of the Municipal
Light Board, is in the best in-
terest of the Municipal Lighting
Plant.

Is your firm a: MBE WBE
(please circle) MBE/WBE firms
must be currently certified by the
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts.

Please submit Bids in dupli-
cate clearly marked with the Bid
Number and Title:

BID NUMBER: CEL 25-
0521

TITLE: SINGLE PHASE
AND THREE PHASE PAD-
MOUNT TRANSFORMERS

Natalie Colberg
Purchasing
08/15/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P1626EA
Estate of:
Albert Ronald Paquin, Jr.
Also known as:
Albert Paquin, Jr.

Date of Death: 06/13/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy and
Appointment of Personal
Representative has been filed
by Ashley Erin Morrissette of
Chicopee, MA requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Sandra L Paquin of Ludlow,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 09/03/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: August 06, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
08/15/2025
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality
& volumes guaranteed!! New
England Forest Products (413)477-
0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

PREMIUM SCREENED TOPSOIL
from 2 to 100 yards. $20/yd. plus delivery.
413-267-3827.

TAG SALE

MULTI-FAMILY TAG SALE. Aug. 15-
16-17, 8:30am-5pm. 25 Shore Drive,
Wales. Households, appliances, collect-
ibles & more.

TAG SALE: AUG. 16TH, 9 am.-3 p.m.
162 Breckenridge St., Palmer.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

2xxxxxxx A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

\

508-882:0140 *COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8"” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
o ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
H ME and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard

508-882-0140.

IMPROVEMENT
/
(413) 687-5552

\ J

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

A N IR

0 ] 0
4 . -

CUSTODIAN POSITION AVAILABLE
cleaning with our team. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Retirees welcome. Call
Pride Cleaning Contractors, 413-283-
7087.

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is
looking for mature, responsible adults with
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for
a PART-TIME OUTREACH COORDI-
NATOR for the Senior Center. Please sub-
mit a resume with a letter of interest to the
Selectmen’s Office, 215 Main St.,
North Brookfield, MA 01535; or by
email to selectmen@northbrookfield.
net.

Town of Blandford
Town of Blandford is hiring a
PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

to the Assessors. Duties include adminis-
trative support for daily operations of the
Assessors’ office. Pay: $18-$20/hr, based
on experience. Communication, customer
service, organizational, and tech skills re-
quired. Send cover letter and resume to::

dhopson@townofblandford.com.

A [ )
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X perweek rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard 1 VISA (1 Discover 1 Cash (1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv
Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ———

Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

ol
=

e -
Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

HUBBARDSTON

e
ViEST NORTH
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

SPRINGFIELD

Call us at 413.283.8393

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
WILBRAHAM HOUSING
AUTHORITY
The Wilbraham Housing Authority seeks
highly qualified applicants for the position
of Executive Director. Responsibilities
include the administration of 69 Chapter
667 Elderly housing units and 9 Chapter
705 Family housing units. The Executive
Director reports to a five-member Board of
Commissioners. Work schedule shall be
a minimum of 22 hours per week during
normal business hours, flexible as needed.
The estimated salary range $46,177.00
To $54,326.00 is based on the Executive
Office of Housing & Livable Communities’

Executive Director Salary Schedule.

The ideal candidate must have two years’
experience in a housing, community devel-
opment, public administration or a closely
related field. Knowledge of the principles
and practices of housing management,
finances and maintenance systems in
public or private housing. Excellent written
and verbal communication skills required.
Willingness to work with people of various
socio-economic  backgrounds. Must be
bondable. Certification as a Public Hous-
ing Manager from an approved organiza-
tion desired, and may be substituted as a
property manager or similar classification
by a nationally recognized housing or real
estate organization such as an EOHLC-ap-
proved Massachusetts Public Housing Ad-
ministrator Certification Program or HUD.
Two-year full time post-secondary educa-
tion in a related field may substitute for up
to one year of experience. Applications will
be accepted until 12pm, August 29, 2025.
Please submit cover letter, resume and
contact information for 3 reverences to:
Mr. Peter Manolakis, Chairman Ex-
ecutive Director Search Commit-
tee, Wilbraham Housing Authority,
88 Stony Hill Road, Wilbraham, MA
01095. Contact: Peter Manolakis
(413) 519-8195

Wilbraham Housing Authority is an Equal
Opportunity Employer

Town of Blandford

is seeking a fulltime ASSISTANT
TREASURER/COLLECTOR.
Pay range $29.50-$37.50/hour.

Please visit our website for full job

description.
Submit resume to Administrator@
townofblandford.com

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
EMERGENCY DISPATCHER
PT & FT
FIREFIGHTER/EMT
POLICE OFFICER

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill
several FIRST RESPONDER positions.
For application and more information
please visit
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.
Review of applications begins
immediately. Open until filled. EOE

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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DL&G TREE

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-418-4212
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED



