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Alianza DV Services hosts Chicopee Appreciation Day

Kara Blanchard, of 
Chicopee Public Schools,
recognized for 
collaboration with Alianza

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HOLYOKE -- The atmo-
sphere was vibrant Sept. 14 at 
Alianza DV Services’ head-

quarters on Race Street, as the 
domestic violence shelter held a 
special open house to celebrate 
Chicopee Appreciation Day.

The event recognized the 
contributions made by Chicop-
ee-based community agencies, 
residents and city offices in sup-
port of Alianza’s work to assist 
survivors of domestic violence. 
In 2022, Alianza assisted more 
than 230 Chicopee residents by 
providing temporary emergen-

cy housing, assistance with re-
straining orders and other criti-
cal services. 

“We are here to support sur-
vivors of intimate partner vio-
lence. We do that through public 
awareness events, and we do that 
through direct services,” Alian-
za Executive Director Carmen 
Nieves said. 

Chicopee Public Schools Di-
rector of Career and Workforce 
Development Kara Blanchard 

was recognized during an after-
noon ceremony that was attend-
ed by colleagues, students and 
family. Blanchard was honored 
for her ongoing collaboration 
with Alianza to bring awareness 
of the organization and knowl-
edge of its resources to Chicopee 
schools.

Blanchard, a former Chi-
copee Register reporter, has 
been employed by CPS for ap-
proximately 15 years, where 

she has always been tasked with 
instructing and directing work-
force development. 

Blanchard met Nieves 
during her early days with the 
school district at an event where 
she spoke about different pro-
grams she’s involved in that help 
connect students with the com-
munity and potentially their fu-
ture careers. Then, Alianza was 
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(From Left) Abbigale Dearing, Lori Parzych, Carrie Chevalier-Vikcers, Dinithi, Maria and Jennifer Bellville celebrated Chicop-
ee Appreciation Day on Sept. 14 at Alianza. Blanchard was recognized for her collaboration with the organization.
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Irish Minister Patrick O’Donovan 
visits Elms College

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- Elms Col-
lege welcomed Patrick O’Don-
ovan, Irish Minister of State for 
the Office of Public Works and 
the Gaeltacht, on Sept. 18 for a 
visit to meet with college admin-
istrators, faculty and students.

The visit took place at the 
Gaylord Mansion.

Additionally, a reception 
with O’Donovan, Elms College 
President Dr. Harry Dumay, 
Ph.D., MBA, Annie Jowett, the 
college’s Irish Fulbright Foreign 
Language Teaching Assistant, 
Joyce Hampton, associate vice 
president of Strategic Initiatives 
& Dean, School of Arts, Scienc-
es and Professional Programs, 
and History Professors Damien 
Murray, Ph.D. and Laura Mc-
Neil, Ph.D. emphasized the im-
portance of Irish Studies, the 
Fulbright program, the college 
working with and collaborating 
with the Irish Cultural Center 
and more.

O’Donovan explained how 
generations of families have 
come and settled in Western 
Massachusetts and the linkages 
“are very clear and they’re very 
well established for over many, 

many years.”
“It’s no different to many 

of the current institutions in 
Ireland and having a School of 
Irish Studies is a really profound 
statement of linkage between 
this college and the island of 
Ireland,” O’Donovan said. “The 
heritage, the written language, 
our literature, our poetry but as 
well as the people that came here 
and for whom many of them the 
Irish language was their first lan-

guage and English would have 
been their second language.”

O’Donovan added how, in 
political circles – though not 
intended in Ireland – there’s a 
temptation to think of the Irish in 
Massachusetts as out of Boston 
and Eastern Massachusetts.

“As we know, there’s a far 
bigger and probably more rooted 

Chicopee Public Schools Director of Career and Work-
force Development Kara Blanchard was recognized 
during an afternoon ceremony at Alianza Sept. 14. 

TURLEY PHOTO  BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Patrick O’Donovan, Irish Minister of State for the Office of Public Works 
and the Gaeltacht, and Elms College President Dr. Harry Dumay, Ph.D., 
MBA, shake hands at the Gaylord Mansion during the Irish Minister’s 
visit to Elms College on Sept. 18.
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The Chicopee Fire Department has received the Assistance to Fire-
fighters Grant. 

The grant will help 
purchase equipment for 
newly hired firefighters

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- The fire de-
partment was recently awarded 
a $40,977 Assistance to Fire-
fighters Grant from FEMA and 

the Department of Homeland 
Security.

The federal grant program, 
around since 2001, helps fire-
fighters and other first respond-
ers receive critically needed 
resources to help them protect 
the public and emergency per-
sonnel from fire and related 
hazards.

CFD receives $40,977 Assistance
to Firefighters Grant

See IRISH PRIME MINISTER
 page 6

See FIRE DEPARTMENT
 page 9
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IN THE CITY
Chicopee raises the flag for Hydrocephalus Awareness Month

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- Community members 
gathered at City Hall Plaza on Sept. 14 to 
raise the flag for Hydrocephalus Aware-
ness Month.

Mayor John Vieau presided over the 
ceremony alongside city employees, local 

officials and members of the Pediatric 
Hydrocephalus Foundation, the flag-rais-
ing a first for the city.

Hydrocephalus is an incurable brain 
condition where the cerebral spinal fluid 
does not drain from the brain, with brain 
surgery as the only treatment.

Vieau shared he knew someone who 
was diagnosed with hydrocephalus, hav-
ing a shunt put in to release pressure from 

their brain, and how learn-
ing more about the condi-
tion serves as a reminder 
of “the strength of human 
spirit and the importance 
of community support.”

“Every condition, ev-
ery challenge our commu-
nity members face is an 
opportunity for us to come 
together, learn and uplift 
one another. It’s a call to 
awareness, understanding 
and empathy,” Vieau said.

Vieau said the medi-
cal community “is making 
strides in understanding 
and treating” hydroceph-
alus from surgeries to on-
going research, but also 
“there is a role for all of 
us to support, educate 
ourselves and to extend a 
hand of friendship.”

“This Hydrocephalus 
Awareness Month let’s 
pledge to be there for our 
neighbors, our friends and 

anyone impacted because when one of us 
faces a challenge, it’s an opportunity for 
all of us to come together,” Vieau said.

Isabella Sacharczyk, the Massachu-
setts state chapter director for the Pedi-
atric Hydrocephalus Foundation, has 
hydrocephalus and has had 23 brain sur-
geries along with a stroke and meningitis.

Sacharczyk, who turns 25 years 
old this month, shared discovering the 
Pediatric Hydrocephalus Foundation 
in 2014 and attending a conference 
through the foundation in Washing-
ton D.C. made her feel less alone and 
changed her life.

“It was at that point that I came 
to the realization that I wanted to not 
only raise money for research with the 
foundation but also help fund a cure for 
hydrocephalus through my efforts be-
coming a medical researcher myself,” 
Sacharczyk said.

Sacharcyzk hopes, one day, there is 
a treatment that won’t need brain sur-
gery and that people with hydrocephalus 
“won’t have to suffer the way I have suf-
fered in the last 25 years.”

“That is why I do what I do,” Sacha-
rczyk said.

Vieau presented the proclamation 
to Sacharczyk, thanking her for bringing 
more attention to hydrocephalus.

“Thank you for your efforts in rais-
ing awareness and fighting every single 
day for a cure, even getting involved in 
the medical field and helping to make a 
difference every single day for those who 
struggle, so thank you for what you do,” 

Vieau said.
Sacharczyk was moved by Chicop-

ee not only recognizing her efforts at the 
ceremony but also raising awareness for 
the condition.

“I’m in awe of today’s event and tre-
mendously grateful for this opportunity.,” 
Sacharczyk said.

Sacharczyk, who will be graduating 
from Westfield State University in spring 
2024 with a bachelor’s degree in biology, 
elaborated on how the Pediatric Hydro-
cephalus Foundation inspired her career 
path.

“I didn’t always know I wanted to 
pursue a career in research. It wasn’t until 
I met the Pediatric Hydrocephalus Foun-
dation that I really came to this realiza-
tion that we need research, that we need 
to not only fundraise but also educate 
and advocate and get more awareness out 
there for the condition,” Sacharczyk said.

Sacharczyk summed up her future 
goals like this.

“To continue my work with the foun-
dation, continue to hold fundraisers and 
speak with my community about hydro-
cephalus and help keep hydrocephalus 
at the forefront of everybody’s mind and 
make hydrocephalus a household name,” 
Sacharczyk said.

The ceremony concluded with Jo-
seph Sacharczyk and Isabella Sacharczyk 
raising the Hydrocephalus Awareness 
Month flag.

To learn more, visit hydrocepha-
luskids.org or contact Sacharczyk at 
bella@hydrocephaluskids.org.

  
LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FROZEN

COUNTRY STYLE PORK RIBS 

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...........

USDA INSP. $229
lb

SALE DATES: 9/21/23-9/27/23

$249

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI

TURKEY PASTRAMI............$399

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF CHUCK
ROAST or STEAKS ................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
VARIETY PACK

CUT UP CHICKEN 15 LB BOX ......

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FRESH 10 LB BAG

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS ....

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 16/20 COUNT 

COOKED SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ............. ea

$399
ea

USDA INSP. HÄAGEN-DAZS

CHOCOLATE DARK CHOCOLATE 
MINI ICE CREAM BARS 11.1 OZ ...

$1399
ea

SLICED IN OUR DELI LAND O’ LAKES
SHARP CHEDDAR 
AMERICAN CHEESE .........

$399
lb

$1899

BEEF 
STEAKHOUSE TIPS

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF

STRIPLOIN

69¢

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$699

$335

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
TERIYAKI MARINATED

BEEF SKIRT STEAKS .........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BBQ MARINATED BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS ..........

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKENS .................. $249
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

5 LB 
BAG

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$499
lb

$667
lb

$499
lb

$989
lb

CUT 
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

STOP the WOBBLE!
Mini Denture Implants
Denture Stabilization

Financing Available
Save $300 with our Fall Special!

CHICOPEE DENTAL CARE
Dr. Frederick J. Kapinos DDS

Front Street, Chicopee

(413) 592-0080
Call for your FREE CONSULT

www.chicopeedentalcare.com

Joseph Sacharczyk, Isabella Sacharczyk, Massachusetts 
state chapter director of the Pediatric Hydrocephalus 
Foundation, and Mayor John Vieau pose for a photo with 
the proclamation declaring September Hydrocephalus 
Awareness Month during the Hydrocephalus Awareness 
Month Flag-Raising Ceremony in Chicopee. 

TURLEY PHOTOS  BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Joseph Sacharczyk and Isabella Sacharczyk, Massachusetts state chapter director of the Pediatric Hydrocephalus Foun-
dation, crank the lever to raise the flag for Hydrocephalus Awareness Month as Ward 9 City Councilor Mary Beth Costello, 
Facilities Director David Rice and Mayor John Vieau watch during the Hydrocephalus Awareness Month Flag-Raising 
Ceremony in Chicopee.

Dinner and a Show!
Thursday October 5, 2023
Munich Haus Banquet Hall, 13 Center Street, Chicopee
Cocktails & Buffet Dinner 5:30-7 p.m.
Show starts at 7 p.m. featuring

Robert Black
as Elvis

Ashley Kohl
Emcee

Nicole Fuller as Lady 
Gaga & Rick Larrimore

as Rod Stewart

$50

$250

Ticket includes buffet 
& live entertainment.

Corporate sponsorship 
- 4 tickets with 
appropriate advertising 
recognition

Rotary Club of Chicopee

To buy tickets for the 
event go to

chicopeerotary.org
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IN THE CITY

Chicopee receives $431,500 grant from MassDEP
City Council approves pump 
station repairs 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- On Tuesday, City 
Council unanimously accepted a 
$431,500 Connecticut River CSO Abate-
ment Project Grant from the Massa-
chusetts Department of Environmental 
through the Pioneer Planning Commis-
sion for fiscal year 2024. 

The grant will fund a portion of the 
South Fairview Sewer Separation Project 
as well as the procurement and initiation 
of the Combined Sewer Overflow Flow 
Monitoring System. A total of $953,000 
was split unevenly between three com-
munities. 

“This is a grant from DEP,” Eliza-
bette Batista, superintendent of the De-
partment of Public Works, said. “In the 

past, it’s been a little bit larger, but we 
still got a significant portion of it, and we 
hope that this is something that continues 
to be offered to these communities with 
all the requirements for sewer separa-
tion.” 

Mayor John Vieau was grateful that 
Chicopee got its “fair share,” as he noted 
the money will be put to good use. 

“We are in the midst of doing some 
pretty significant projects, supplement-
ing them with some ARPA money, and 
this grant will certainly help,” Vieau said. 
“It’s a pretty significant amount for the 
city of Chicopee, and we’re thankful for 
that.”

Ward 9 Councilor Mary Beth Costel-
lo was pleased to learn that a portion 
of the grant will be used on the South 
Fairview Sewer Separation Project. She 
thanked Batista and the Mayor’s Office 
for doing their due diligence and spoke 
further about the progression of the sew-
er separation project. 

“There was a meeting last Thursday. 
It was well-attended,” she said. “And the 
DPW as well as the Water Department 
explained to the residents how this proj-
ect is going to unfold. I appreciate their 
work and efforts in modernizing our sew-
ers and our water mains as well.”

On Sept. 19, City Council also unan-
imously appropriated $125,000 for DPW 
pump station repairs. 

A total of $50,000 will be put to-
wards syphon cleaning, $50,000 will 
be spent on West End Mills Sewer Im-
provements and another $25,000 will be 
put towards WW South Fairview CSO 
Design. 

“This is the large Jones Ferry Pump 
Station project that’s been ongoing with 
Tighe & Bond and R.H. White. It has 
gone significantly beyond what was an-
ticipated for the substantial completion 
date,” Batista said. “A letter assessing 
liquidated damages was submitted I be-
lieve in April, and the project is making 

headway; should be done next month. 
But this amendment is to cover the addi-
tional cost incurred by our consultant for 
construction oversight and construction 
admin services.”

Batista said that even though the 
budget didn’t cover it, the consultant 
continued to provide construction over-
sight until after the fiscal year, when the 
city knew what it had for funds. 

“So, this is us making good on their 
amendment and covering the rest of the 
anticipated construction of this project,” 
Batista said. 

Mayor John Vieau directed kind 
words toward Batista, thanking her for 
completing a difficult job. 

“I want to thank the superintendent 
for holding the contractor accountable. 
Assessing liquidated damages is not 
something we like to do, but when they 
don’t meet deadlines and don’t follow 
the scope of the project, it’s a necessity,” 
Vieau said. 

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED
Northeast Center for Youth and Families 

is an Intensive Foster Care Agency 
working with children 

who have been abused or neglected. 
NCYF is looking for people to 

open their homes to children who need 
a safe and nurturing home environment.

NCYF Provides:
$1500 sign on bonus
Specialized Training

24 hour on-call support
Weekly Case Manager Support

Weekly Tax Free Stipend up to $1300
Supportive Team Environment

Please call Tony at (413) 575-8545
or Tanya at (413) 588-8831 
with questions or to apply.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Support the local
businesses that
support your

local newspaper.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Chicopee
Register

City Council debates if Ernie
Laflamme is too old for COA board

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

CHICOPEE – Conversation erupted 
during a normally quiet segment of City 
Council on Tuesday, as councilors went 
back and forth discussing if one can be 
too old to serve on a city committee. 

After the council quickly voted to 
reappoint Sheryl Gelinas, Karen Rous-
seau and Steve Michalik to the COA 
board, Ernie Laflamme, 92, was next 
up. 

It would be a challenge to adequate-
ly list all Laflamme’s contributions to 
the city in a single article. 

While Laflamme was reappointed 
to the COA board, it was not unani-
mously. Ward 6 Councilor Derek Do-
bosz acknowledged Laflamme’s history 
but explained why he couldn’t cast a 
favorable vote. 

“I just believe that after a certain 
age, it’s time for some new people and 
some new ideas to come in. He’s in his 
90s. I appreciate him serving the city 
through his whole life, but I believe at a 
certain point it’s time to pass the torch,” 
Dobosz said. 

Ward 2 Councilor Shane Brooks 
fired back, questioning the relevancy 
of Laflamme’s age and noting that his 
mental acuity and level of engagement 
in the community remain high. 

“That is one of the most blatant ex-
amples of ageism that I’ve ever heard, 
to publicly state a discriminatory com-
ment with respect to ‘you’re too old to 
serve.’ I’ve known Mr. L, as I refer to 
him, for over 50 years, and Mr. L has al-
ways been quick-witted, sharp and con-
tinues to go with an energy I can only 
hope to have at half his age,” Brooks 
said. 

Councilor-at-Large Robert Zyga-
rowski was unhappy with Dobosz’s rea-
soning. He asked the councilors to vote 
unanimously for Laflamme; he said that 
some members of the council could 
soon reach that age and asked Dobosz 
if he would put them “out to pasture.” 

“Listen, I’m tired of hearing about 
age. I was with Mr. Laflamme this past 
weekend. He is very capable. He’s 
probably one of the most dignified cit-

izens in the city of Chicopee… I’m re-
ally appalled by you mentioning age,” 
Zygarowski said.

Ward 1 Councilor Joel McAuliffe 
said Laflamme has served with dignity 
his entire career and pointed out that he 
was a leader in the process of making 
the state-of-the-art RiverMills Center a 
reality in Chicopee. 

“This is quite literally the COA that 
serves our seniors, and both of our coun-
cilors who have expressed their interest 
in not voting for Mr. Laflamme this eve-
ning did not raise those concerns when 
we had other individuals in their 90s 
serve for reappointment. It’s quite hon-
estly astonishing, it’s disrespectful and 
it’s unbecoming of someone in a posi-
tion of public trust,” McAuliffe said. 

The second councilor McAuliffe 
referred to was Ward 3 Councilor Del-
marina López; she said Laflamme has 
done a great job but questioned the 
chain of command that oversaw the ap-
pointment, noting there were “compro-
mising ethics.”

“I want to make it clear that the rea-
son I’m not supporting has nothing to 
do with Mr. Laflamme’s age… This is 
not political. It’s what I think the inte-
gral thing is to do,” López said. 

As the conversation continued, 
McAuliffe questioned López’s motiva-
tion to vote against Laflamme. 

“I just want to say it’s unfortunate 
that one of our members is not famil-
iar with the state’s ethics law and what 
constitutes a conflict, denying Mr. La-
flamme a vote. We can claim it’s not 
about him or his family or politics in 
general, but it couldn’t be more trans-
parent and that’s the case,” McAuliffe 
said. 

Ultimately, Laflamme was voted 
back in by a vote of eight yes and two 
no and while multiple councilors ab-
stained. 

Ward 8 Councilor Gary Labrie 
was proud to cast a vote in favor of La-
flamme. 

“Ernie Laflamme is just in my opin-
ion a pillar of the community if not the 
pillar of the community right now. No 
matter how old he is, he can keep serv-
ing as long as he wants in my opinion,” 
he said.  

Sunshine Village experiments 
with ‘exploding seeds’

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SUNSHINE VILLAGE 

CHICOPEE -- For Mad Science Monday, Sunshine Village experimented with “explod-
ing seeds” on Sept. 18. The Davis and Knights program used a balloon, pom-poms 
and some rice crispy cereal by placing them in a balloon and inflating it with air. Next, 
participants went outside and popped the balloon, causing all the items in the balloon 
to be carried by the wind and spread out on the ground. This was a neat experiment 
to see how “seeds” can naturally travel through wind and randomly grow. Caption 
courtesy of Sunshine Village.
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Friends in the garden
For the last couple of weeks, I have been 

eagerly observing a garden spider in one of 
my flower beds.  

It is so beautiful.  
Spider foes might balk at that particular 

choice of words.  But if the shoe fits, wear it! 
This spider is indeed a beauty.  Over an 

inch long, yellow and black in color and at-
tached to an intricately woven web, the spider 
on guard, waiting for unsuspecting prey. 

Many years ago, when I grew flowers 
that were members of the Celosia genus in a 
big cut flower garden, it seemed this partic-
ular spider was a frequent visitor.  I haven’t 
seen one like it in a few years.  

Lo and behold, she’s attached to some 
plumed celosia, doing her thing. Read on to 
learn more about a real hero, garden style!

This particular garden spider goes by the 
name of Argiope (rhymes with calliope).  Be-
sides its brilliant color, other distinguishing 
characteristics include a large, egg-shaped 
abdomen, three claws on each foot, and a foot 
wide (or larger) web that has a zig zag band 
of silk called “stabilimenta” running through 
its center.  

The argiope makes its home in most 
of the lower 48 states, Mexico and Central 
America as far south as Costa Rica.  It prefers 
sunny areas among flowers, shrubs and other 
tall plants to construct its web.  

If weather permits, the female spider 
will construct and repair her web both day 
and night and will remain there unless food 
is scarce, or disturbances are frequent.  Males 
generally roam in search of a mate, and when 
they find one will sometimes build a small 
web nearby to begin courtship.  

Although their vision is rather poor, 
males get their intentions across by plucking 
and vibrating the females’ web.  

Once mating is complete, it is presumed 
that males die.  Females produce up to three 
brown egg sacks, each one containing 300-
1,400 eggs.  

The sacks are positioned close to mom, 
nearby her resting position in the center of the 
web.  

Unfortunately, she will die prior to or as 
a result of the first hard frost, and although 
her eggs will hatch within the sack they do 
not emerge until spring.  In warmer climates 
the female argiope may live for several years.     

As with all spiders, the black and yellow 
garden spider is carnivorous.  Its orb-shaped 
web will capture all sorts of flying insects, in-
cluding aphids, flies, grasshoppers, and even 
wasps and bees.  

Amazingly, she can bring down prey 
nearly twice her size thanks to a venomous 
bite that immobilizes its victims.  We need 
not worry about this spider.  

Although it is large, it bites only when 
harassed, and reportedly, its venom poses 
no threat to humans.  In fact, the argiope is a 
valued predator of grasshoppers in American 
rangelands.  

The spider will be fun to watch as the 
season progresses.  

I have to admit I am a little sad that she 
won’t survive the winter.  I will have to be on 
the look out for her egg sacks.  

Nature is just amazing.  Be sure to stop 
and admire the spiders every now and then 
and smell the roses, too!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 31 years she 
has held the position of staff horticulturist at 
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.  

American white pelican

The Massachusetts Audubon Society re-
ported a rare sighting of an American white 
pelican at Big Pond in Otis. 

The white pelican winters along the 
Florida and Gulf Coast. It breeds in the west-
ern part of Canada and the United States. 
It is 62 inches long, white with a large or-
ange-yellow bill and throat pouch. In flight, 
the trailing half of the wings are black. 

The immature is similar to the adult, 
but the bill and throat pouch are gray and 
the wing markings are brown not black. The 
immature plumage is kept for three to four 
years.

These pelicans feed while swimming, 
dipping the bill into the water to catch fish 
in its pouch. They often feed in small groups 
where they herd fish toward shallow water to 
make facilitate catching the fish. 

The female lays one to three white eggs 
in a nest that is a slight depression on bare 
ground or on a mound of earth, brush stems 
and debris. They often nest colonially on 
large inland lakes. 

The American white pelican is one of the 
largest birds in North America. It can soar for 
long distance and often flies in line or V for-
mation. During breeding season, they may 
do flights involving soaring and diving. They 
are generally quiet away from their breeding 
grounds. The young in the nest can give loud 
whines or grunts. 

Bald eagle
An Oakham couple camped with family 

members at Lake Dennison over the Labor 
Day weekend. They spotted a bald eagle 
while kayaking. Upon returning to shore, 
their son was looking at a bird perched in a 
tree and said it was a bald eagle. They took 
turns watching the eagle through the binoc-
ulars.

Lots of wild turkeys
Seeing wild turkeys along the side of the 

road or even having to stop while they cross 
the road is a common occurrence in my trav-
els around the area. This Monday, I stopped 
and watched a flock of six or so Tom turkeys. 
The three largest ones displayed their tail 
feathers in what looked like a competition 
between them. 

Although wild turkeys are a common 
sighting now, I enjoy watching them. I also 
see flocks of several hens with their poults in 
various stages of growth.

Hummingbirds
The ruby throated hummingbirds are 

now migrating. Many people keep their nec-
tar feeders out until later this month for a 
food source for the stragglers. Soon, it will be 
time to take in the nectar feeders, clean them 
and put them away until next May when the 
ruby throated hummingbirds return.

Audubon society sightings
In addition to the American white pel-

ican in Otis, the Massachusetts Audubon 
Society reported another rare sighting a 
masked booby at the edge of the continental 
shelf near Hydrographer Canyon. The boo-
by was one of only three or four sightings 
ever recorded in Massachusetts.

Other sightings included red crossbills 
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This garden spider, an Agriope, is a helpful 
friend to gardeners.

at Montague Plains Wildlife Management 
area, eight red crossbills at the Birch Hill 
Wildlife Management Area in Winchendon, 
four sandhill cranes Meadows Conserva-
tion Area near Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Northampton, and upland sandpiper, a whim-
brel, a Baird’s sandpiper, a short-billed dow-
itcher, a dickcissel and two lark sparrows in 
Northampton. Also reported were a Bonapar-
te’s gull and a common tern at the Quabbin 

Reservoir Visitor Center in Belchertown and 
three black vultures over Mount Wachusett in 
Princeton.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.
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COEDUCATIONAL • BOARDING & DAY
COLLEGE PREPARATORY • GRADES 6 - 12, PG

Wilbraham & Monson Academy

Sunday, October 1, 10 a.m.
OPEN HOUSE

Tour the campus and learn more about our programs and
community. Meet faculty, coaches, parents and students.

RSVP: www.wma.us/openhouse

South Fairview Neighborhood Meeting provides
information on upcoming projects

The project will involve 
sewer separation and water 
replacement

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- Residents 
visited the Fairview Elementary 
School cafeteria on Sept. 14 for 
a neighborhood meeting on an 
upcoming sewer separation and 
water replacement project.

The two-and-a-half-year, 
$19,066,932 project will re-
place sewer, water and drain 
for the South Fairview neigh-
borhood.

The work begins in about 
three weeks, with pipe installed 
from Fall 2023 to Summer 2025 
and the roads paved and com-
pleted by the end of Fall 2025.

During the meeting, resi-
dents asked questions and dis-
cussed their concerns with Fred 
DaCruz, project manager at 
Ludlow Construction Company, 
Jennifer Gilbert, P.E., project 
manager at Tighe & Bond, David 
Partridge, P.E., vice president 
at Tighe & Bond, Colin Pow-
ers, project manager at Tighe & 
Bond and Quinn Lonczak, proj-
ect supervisor at Chicopee Water 
Pollution Control.

Some of the questions con-
cerned the process for the proj-
ect, timelines for completion and 
what residents should expect and 
prepare for during the project’s 
duration.

Lonczak broke down what 
the project itself would entail.

“We’re taking what is one 
sewer in the road and we’re 
going to put in a sewer and a 
drain, so for dedicated rain and 
for dedicated sewage,” Lonczak 

said. “While we’re there, we also 
replace the water mains because 
we’re digging everything else 
up, and the water mains are aged 
as well.”

Lonczak appreciated the 
questions residents asked during 
the meeting, including letting 
them know when the project 
ends and what comes up during 
the project.

“I’m excited just to see that 
people care. They’re coming 
out, they care about their neigh-
borhood, and this means they’re 
happy that we’re coming in and 
doing the work. That means it’s 
needed, so that’s 
money well spent,” 
Lonczak said.

Lonczak ex-
plained the project 
has several goals, in-
cluding eliminating 
basement backups 
and preventing over-
flow from storms 
from going into the 
nearby rivers.

He explained 
how the neighbor-
hood has “a lot of 
basement backups,” 
and the project will 
eliminate the issue.

“My chief con-
cern is people having 
basement backups. 
That is something 
no one wants to go 
through,” Lonczak 
said. “So that’s our 
goal. Nobody has a 
backup going for-
ward.”

On holding 
neighborhood meet-
ings for projects like 
this, Lonczak said, 
“The more people 
know, the better we 

can all do.”
“So, if they’re informed, 

they can inform us. They live 
here, we’re not here every day. 
We know the city well, but 
they live here, they know it the 
best, so we want to hear from 
them so we can do our jobs ef-
ficiently,” Lonczak said. “It’s 
their money, we’re spending 
their money. So, we need to 
spend it as efficiently as possi-
ble and if we’re informed, we 
can do that.”

Lonczak said more neigh-
borhood meetings can be held 
for residents regarding the proj-

ect if they want them.
“If there’s demand for one, 

we absolutely will,” Lonczak 
said. “If folks want to have one, 
we will do it.”

Lonczak wants the commu-
nity to know they are “very care-
ful” with the city’s sewer dollars 
for projects and they “are being 
spent wisely.”

“We have responsibilities 
to our permit writers, to the en-
vironment, to our residents. We 
have to balance all of those, 
and we try to do our best,” 
Lonczak said. “We have a lot 
of things we have to weigh, and 

we try to go to the neighbor-
hoods that are most impacted 
by these combined sewers, so 
it’s usually the backups in the 
basements.”

Lonczak also stressed the 
project involved years of plan-
ning and will help better the 
neighborhood.

“We’re really trying to make 
this a good place to live,” Lon-
czak said.

To learn more, contact Lon-
czak at 413-594-3585, Monday 
through Friday from 7:30 a.m. 
- 3:30 p.m., or by email at qlon-
czak@chicopeema.gov.

A poster showing past sewer separation and water 
replacement project work to residents during the South 
Fairview Neighborhood Meeting on Sept. 14.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

(L to R) Fred DaCruz, project manager at Ludlow Construction Company, Jennifer Gilbert, P.E., project manager at Tighe 
and Bond, David Partridge, P.E.- vice president at Tighe & Bond, Colin Powers, project Manager at Tighe and Bond and 
Quinn Lonczak, project supervisor at Chicopee Water Pollution Control, discuss the upcoming Sewer Separation and 
Water Replacement Project during the South Fairview Neighborhood Meeting on Sept. 14. 

AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE!
• Preventative & Restorative Care • Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

• State of the Art Laser Dentistry
HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES

610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391)
Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri.

413-533-8378
www.holyokedentalassociates.com
Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. • John P. Griffin, D.D.S.

Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D.
Care Credit Financing Available and

Most Credit Card, and Dental Plans Accepted

Send your stories and photos to
dzbierski@turley.com
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10th Annual 2023 Golf Tournament
Monday, October 16th - Ludlow Country Club

1 Tony Lema Drive, Ludlow, MA

Be a player ~ Be a sponsor
11:00 am shotgun start - includes lunch & dinner

$150/each - $600/team
imartins@mdiasfoundation.org

https://bit.iy/MJDGOLF23
Deadline: 9/30/23

Michael J. Dias
Foundation

Event Sponsor

Media Sponsor

known as Companeras. 
“From there, we talked about ways 

that we might be able to appropriately 
connect students with being aware of the 
services (at Alianza) and maybe helping 
advocate for some of them or giving a 
little bit of training,” Blanchard said. 

Over the years, the district’s curric-
ulum expanded and developed, giving 
students an opportunity to work with 
Alianza, where they receive training and 
help domestic violence survivors find 
a sense of normalcy by assisting with 
homework or celebrating holidays. 

“It really depends on the student’s 
interests, and (Alianza is) so flexible and 
so involved in mentoring that they’ve 
really crafted something for really any-
one,” Blanchard said. “So, if someone’s 
interested in psychology, they could 
come here and start to become aware of 
some of these community issues as well 
as the resources.” 

From advocacy to marketing to edu-
cation to psychology, numerous learning 
opportunities are available for Chicopee 
students who spend time at Alianza. 

Abbigale Dearing has worked for 
Alianza for about four years. Prior to 
that, she became familiar with the oper-
ation during her senior year at Chicopee 
Comprehensive High School in 2017-
2018. 

Dearing was interested in psycholo-
gy and approached Blanchard, who con-
nected her with Nieves through the dis-
trict’s career center, which gives students 

the opportunity to get early experience 
with the careers they want to pursue. 

“It was really eye-opening. I re-
member one of my first days here we 
came in, and they were having walk-
ins, and there was a young mother and 
daughter, and the daughter was covered 
in bruises,” Dearing said. “Seeing those 
kinds of things is very heartbreaking, but 
as time went on, after shadowing other 
advocates and seeing the work and the 
mission and the heart and the endless ef-
fort put into this, it was very moving.” 

Dearing fell in love with advoca-
cy because it allows her to help survi-
vors rediscover their voice, regain their 
strength and reestablish their foundation. 

“At the shelter, we empower the sur-
vivors, and we build with them and let 
them know they’re not alone and we’re 
here to help them through anything,” 
Dearing said. “My favorite thing is see-
ing them regain their strength back. Ev-
erything’s stripped away from them, and 
they don’t feel like they have control or 
their voice anymore, so to see them kind 
of believe in themselves again and regain 
that confidence, then they know they’re 
going to be okay, and that abuser doesn’t 
have control over them.”

Since its founding, Alianza has shel-
tered more than 10,000 women and chil-
dren and assisted 35,000 others through 
its community-based domestic violence 
programs.

If you are in urgent need of domes-
tic violence services, call Alianza’s ho-
tline at 877-536-1628.
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Rotary Club of Chicopee presents
Dinner and a show on Oct. 3

CHICOPEE – On Thursday, Oct. 5, 
the Rotary Club of Chicopee will pres-
ent Dinner and a Show! at Munich Haus 
Banquet Hall, located at 13 Center St. 

The event will feature cocktails and 
a buffet dinner from 5:30-7 p.m. and the 
show starts at 7 p.m.

The show features Emcee Ashley 
Kohl, Robert Black as Elvis and Nicole 

Fuller as Lady Gaga and Rick Larrimore 
as Rod Stewart. 

Tickets cost $50 and include buffet 
and live entertainment.

Corporate sponsorship costs $250 
and includes four tickets with appropri-
ate advertising recognition. 

To buy tickets for the event, go to 
Chicopeerotary.org. 

ALIANZA from page 1

diaspora in Western Massachusetts that 
has continued to build their cultural links 
between here and Ireland,” O’Donovan 
said.

During the reception, Jowett shared 
her story of being a Fulbright and her 
hopes to inspire students to learn the Irish 
language and culture.

“Students here are motivated to learn 
Irish for a variety of reasons. For exam-
ple, some are Irish heritage and are ea-
ger to explore these connections. Others 
are keen to learn and explore a new lan-
guage,” Jowett said.

She also reflected on her Fulbright 
being “two-fold.”

“While teaching and sharing Irish 
culture and language to students at the 
college is one key part of it, as a Ful-
brighter like the many before me, I also 
act as a cultural ambassador to the wid-
er Elms community and beyond through 
my time with the Irish Cultural Center of 
Western Massachusetts,” Jowett said.

McNeil reflected on the power of the 
Irish language impacting the college’s 
history program and courses.

“I cannot emphasize enough how 
much language is a central feature of our 

program. Essentially, Irish history and 
Irish language. That’s the foundation that 
we build everything upon,” McNeil said.

She and Murray also thanked O’Don-
ovan for the opportunities the country of 
Ireland provides Elms College students.

“We hope that we can continue to of-
fer Elms College students an opportunity 
to learn about Irish culture and to study 
the Irish language either here in Chicopee 
or in Ireland,” Murray said.

Dumay appreciated O’Donovan tak-
ing the time to visit Elms, sharing it “re-
ally underscores the importance of the 
deep Irish connections and the Irish ties 
of Elms College with Ireland” from the 
college’s founding to today.

Dumay reiterated this point in what 
he wants the community to know about 
O’Donovan’s visit, including how it 
strengthens the importance of keeping the 
Irish language alive at the college.

“We’re doing our share here with the 
Irish Fulbright Language Teacher to make 
sure that that happens here at Elms Col-
lege. So, synergy’s all around. We’d like 
the Chicopee community and the Great-
er Springfield community at large to be 
aware of that important connection be-
tween Elms College and Ireland,” Dumay 
said.

IRISH PRIME MINISTER from page 1

The team at Alianza celebrated Kara Blanchard of Chicopee Public Schools on Sept. 14. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

(L to R) Elms College students Cassidy Ryan and Denise Mahoney, Patrick O’Donovan, 
Irish Minister of State for the Office of Public Works and the Gaeltacht; Elms College Pres-
ident Dr. Harry Dumay, Ph.D., MBA, Elms College student Julia Daley and Annie Jowett, 
Irish Fulbright Language Teaching Assistant at Elms College, take a group photo during 
the Irish Minister’s visit to Elms College on Sept. 18. 
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Elms College receives work-based learning 
grant from Council of Independent Colleges

CHICOPEE -- The Council of Inde-
pendent Colleges has selected the College 
of Our Lady of the Elms to participate in 
the inaugural cohort of the CIC’s Work-
Based Learning Consortium. 

Elms College is one of 25 member 
colleges from across the country to par-
ticipate in the first-ever WBL Consor-
tium. For its participation, Elms has been 
awarded a three-year grant of approxi-
mately $65,000 from CIC, which will be 
effective starting spring 2024.

The WBL Consortium will provide a 
national community of practice to support 
WBL Consortium institutions in easing 
student barriers to internship access and 
job market preparation, particularly for 
students from under-represented groups. 
This experiential learning platform, in 
partnership with Riipen, will integrate 
real-world, employer-designed projects 

into existing courses to equip students 
with skills, real-world experiences, and 
professional connections to support their 
future careers. 

“Elms is honored to be a part of 
CIC’s WBL Consortium which will pro-
vide our students an enhanced learning 
experience since the internships will be 
integrated within their course curricula,” 
said Jennifer Granger L. Sullivan, Ed.D., 
director of Experiential Learning at Elms. 

CIC and Riipen will work with a 
team of seven faculty and staff members 
at Elms to update curricula and integrate 
experiential learning into course materi-
als starting with the spring 2024 semes-
ter.  

This CIC initiative is made possible 
thanks to funding from Ascendium Edu-
cation Group and Strada Education Foun-
dation.  



Chicopee Register  September 22, 2023  ❙   Page 7

Sports
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN—With 
10 minutes remaining in the 
second half, the members of the 
Belchertown boys’ varsity soccer 
team were getting ready to cele-
brate their first victory of the reg-
ular season.

While Belchertown did post 
a 3-0 shutout victory over Chi-
copee Comp in last Thursday’s 
home opener, the Orioles players 
didn’t do very much celebrating 
following the match. 

Belchertown junior Joey 
Borelli, who netted the first two 
goals of the non-league match, 
suffered a left knee injury during 
the 71st minute. He was trans-
ported by ambulance to a local 
hospital to be checked out.

“We were playing very well 
before Joey was injured,” said 
Belchertown senior captain Trev-
or Weiss, who assisted on Borel-
li’s first goal. “Joey has been a 
member of the varsity soccer 
team since he was a freshman 
and he’s a very important player 
to us. We’re hoping that it’s not a 
very serious injury.”        

Tanner Lockwood, who’s 
also a senior captain, along with 
C.J. Rivers, has known Borelli 
for the past ten years. 

“I first met Joey at a soccer 
camp in Belchertown when I 
was eight years old,” Lockwood 
said. “He’s probably one of my 
best friends. It was very emotion-
al when I saw him go down. He 

suffered the same injury a couple 
of months ago. We’ll be pray-
ing that he gets back on the field 
again real soon.”

Borelli, who was wearing a 
brace, injured his left knee for 
the first time while playing a 
match for his club team.    

“It’s always difficult to lose 
any player to an injury, but losing 
a quality soccer player like Joe 
Borelli is going to hurt us a lot,” 
said Belchertown head coach 
Zach Siano. “There is no other 
player on this team who loves 
playing soccer as much as he 

does. I know he’s going to push 
himself to get back on the field 
again. He’s a great kid.”   

It was the first meeting be-
tween the two boys’ soccer teams 
in the past seven years. 

Belchertown defeated Comp 
five times between 2011-2016.

The Orioles (1-1), who were 
shutout in their season opener at 
West Springfield, had nine days 
off between matches due to a 
couple of postponements. 

“This was actually the first 

Dominic Garcia makes a quick pass.

Pacers edge Rams
for third win

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Isaiah Vargas follows through on his tee-off swing.

Chicopee golf
looks for first win

CHICOPEE – Last week, Chicopee golf 
suffered a pair of losses against Ware and inner 
city rival Chicopee Comprehensive to drop to 
0-4 for the season. The Pacers have also faced 
Palmer and Northampton so far this year. Due 
to rain, there have also been a lot of rainouts 
in the first three weeks of the season. The Pac-
ers look for their first win on Sept. 26 against 
South Hadley at 3 p.m.

Josh Tomlinson sends his first 
ball away.

Lauren Cross follows through on 
her swing.

Keaton DoSantos tries to chip in a 
putt.

Orioles bust Colts win streak

CHICOPEE 
– Last Saturday 
morning, Chicop-
ee boys soccer 
edged visiting 
Granby with a 
goal in each half 
for a 2-1 win, 
their third of the 
season. Griffen 
Wrisley had both 
goals for the Pac-
ers while goalie 
Adam Brunelle 
did not see a lot 
of action, making 
just one save for 
the win. Chicopee 
is 3-2.

Yousif Hamid advances up the 
field.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELL

Henry Ryczek passes to his left.

Jason Brown chases down a loose ball.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Caleb Germain looks to make a move up the field.

See COLTS page 8
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time that we’ve been on this field,” Siano 
said. “We normally practice over at the 
Jabish Brook Middle School. We played 
a couple of friendlies against our j.v. team 
during the layoff.”

Belchertown, who finished the 2022 
campaign with a 17-2-4 overall record, 
defeated South Hadley in the Westen 
Mass. Class B finals. The Orioles only 
home loss a year ago was to Smith Di-
vision rival Ludlow. Their other setback 
was to Dedham High School in the Divi-

sion 3 state semifinals. 
Chicopee Comp, who finished last 

season with a 15-3-2 record, lost to 
South Hadley in the Class B semifinals. 
They also lost to Melrose in the first 
round of the Division 2 state tournament.

The Colts arrived at Belchertown 
High School with a perfect 3-0 record. 
They began the regular season with vic-
tories against Northampton (2-1), Holy-
oke (9-2), and S.C.I.S. (6-1).   

Comp head coach Jij Mercer didn’t 
attend last Thursday’s match. He was 
dealing with a personal matter and as-
sistant coach Edson Souza took over the 
head coaching duties.  

The junior duo of Jack Mandeville 
and Kamden Houle combined to post the 
Orioles’ first shutout of the season.  

“Jack and Kam are both very good 
goalies. It was nice to see them get a 
clean sheet,” Siano said. “I normally like 
to let the goalie play the whole game. 
But because of our postponements, I 
thought this would be a good way to give 
them some reps.”  

Mandeville, who was the Orioles 
starting goalie against Comp, didn’t 
have to make any saves during the first 
40 minutes. Houle, who took over in 
goal at the start of the second half, was 
credited with three saves.

The home team took a 1-0 lead fol-
lowing a free kick during the sixth min-
ute of the opening half.  

Weiss took the kick from just out-
side the box and Borelli deflected the 
ball into the net past Comp senior goalie 
Frankie Cabrera-Cavette (9 saves). 

“It was nice to see us capitalize on 
a spot kick,” Siano said. “We had a few 
more scoring chances, but Comp is a 
very good team.”  

Comp’s first shot on goal was by 
junior Derek Lonczak in the middle of 
the first half, but his shot attempt sailed 
wide.

Belchertown held a slim 1-0 lead at 
halftime. 

Borelli scored the Orioles second 
goal during the 53rd minute following a 
throw-in from Lockwood. 

Comp also had a scoring chance ten 
minutes later.

A free kick taken by senior Ethan 
Sousa was punched away by Houle. 
Sousa’s rebound shot was deflected wide 
resulting in a corner kick.

In the middle of the second half, 
Belchertown sophomore Austin Raymer 
netted his first varsity goal, which was 
assisted by junior Ian McDonald. 

The Orioles played a scoreless tie at 
Longmeadow the following afternoon. 

COLT from page 7

Nicholas Byrnes heads the ball over his opponent.

SEND US YOUR SPORTS PHOTOS
Have you taken photos at a local sports event 
and want to see them published in this paper? 

Email your image(s) with description to:
sports@turley.com
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Frankie Cabrera-Cavette socks the ball away.

Bonsignore adds 11th Riverhead 
Raceway win at crucial time

RIVERHEAD, N.Y. – Saturday 
night’s NASCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour race at Riverhead Raceway came 
down to the final five laps, with the two 
championship contenders battling it out 
to the finish. 

At the checkered flag, Justin Bon-
signore scored his 11th career Riv-
erhead Raceway victory, tying Mike 
Ewanitkso for the most all-time at the 
New York bullring. The win was also his 
40th career in NASCAR Whelen Mod-
ified Tour competition and fifth of the 
2023 season. 

Bonsignore is one of just four driv-
ers in the history of the NASCAR Whel-
en Modified Tour to win 40 events. He is 
currently just two wins behind tying Ted 
Christopher for third on the all-time list.

With the win, Bonsignore took over 
the points lead over Ron Silk with just 
three races remaining in the season. Silk 
finished third on Saturday after the two 
battled down the stretch. 

“Tying Mike Ewanitsko has been 
a goal of mine since I was fortunate 
enough to start winning races here on 
the Whelen Modified Tour,” Bonsignore 
said. “I wish he was here tonight, but I’m 
sure I will get something funny in texts 
later tonight. It was a heavyweight fight 
for sure tonight. This is an awesome 
event that everyone here puts together 
to keep racing going on Long Island and 
honor Ed Partridge. The momentum has 
been on our side lately - onto North Wil-
kesboro in two weeks.”

The next event on the NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour schedule is set 
for Saturday, Sept. 30, as the series 
heads to North Wilkesboro Speedway, 
one of the most historic tracks in NA-
SCAR history. For more information on 
three-time NASCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour champion Justin Bonsignore, vis-
it JustinBonsignore.com and follow his 
Athlete page on Facebook for the latest 
news and updates from the track.

T-Birds start season Oct. 14
SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield 

Thunderbirds, the proud AHL affil-
iate of the St. Louis Blues, today an-
nounced their slate of promotions and 
theme nights for the 2023-24 season, 
presented by MGM Springfield. The 
T-Birds will host 36 home games from 
October to April inside the MassMutu-
al Center.

The Calder Cup quest begins on 
Saturday, Oct. 14 for Opening Night 
presented by MGM Springfield. In the 
team’s annual tradition, fans will be 
treated to a pregame Block Party on 
the property of MGM Springfield from 
4:00 - 6:00 PM presented by Commu-
nity Bank N.A. with the support of 
the Springfield Business Improvement 
District (BID). The outdoor bash will 
feature live music, food, and drink. 
Thunderbirds fans will have the oppor-
tunity to get their hands on a plethora 
of giveaway souvenir items this season, 
beginning on Opening Night with jer-
sey-shaped rally towels on each and ev-
ery seat at the MassMutual Center.

“On the heels of a record 15 sell-
outs last season, we are continuing to 
aim higher to ensure the Thunderdome 
remains a definitive home-ice advan-
tage for our team,” said Thunderbirds 
President Nathan Costa. “Our fans will 
always remain our number one priority, 
and this year’s promotions and theme 
nights reflect that, as there truly is 
something in it for everybody. We can-
not wait to get another unforgettable 
season underway.”

Fans interested in attending Open-
ing Night can take advantage of a value 
offer with the purchase of a Dunkin’ 
Opening Night Pack, which starts at 
$100 in the Defense Zone, $115 in the 
Attack Zone sections and $130 in the 
Center Value Zone sections. Fans who 
purchase a pack will receive: two (2) 
tickets to Opening Night on Oct. 14; 
four (4) vouchers redeemable at any 
regular season game in 2023-24 (sub-
ject to availability); one (1) T-Birds hat; 
a Dunkin’ gift card; and one (1) Single 
Day Big E admission*. 

Tineus McCluster runs down a loose ball.
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IN THE CITY

Chief Daniel Stamborski explained 
the grant award “was really good tim-
ing,” as the modern equipment for each 
firefighter “is very expensive,” and in-
cludes helmets, boots, turnout coats, turn-
out pants, face masks and fire protective 
hoods and gloves.

“We just hired nine new firefighters, 
so that will pay for the equipment for all 
nine of them, so we’re really thrilled to be 
getting that,” Stamborski said.

Stamborski praised the fire depart-
ment’s Grant Writing Committee for their 
support and work in obtaining grants to 
support the department.

“They come in on their own person-
al time because they care about the City 
of Chicopee, and they care about the de-
partment and they work really hard to try 
and put these things together,” Stamborski 
said.

Stamborski shared what receiving 
this grant means for the fire department 
and what the protective equipment does 
for firefighters.

“Number one, the equipment is very 
expensive, and it’s hard for some cities 
and towns to afford this equipment and, 
number two, it’s vitally important to pro-
tect them when they’re going into fire 
conditions or when they’re extricating 
somebody from a car accident or some-

thing,” Stamborski said. “It’s protective 
equipment to protect them from can-
cer-causing stuff that’s airborne during 
a fire. In the event of a car accident or 
something, it protects them from getting 
injured; as they’re extricating somebody, 
there’s jagged metal around and so forth. 
The respiratory equipment to protect 
them from carcinogens is vitally import-
ant as well.”

On finding the grants, Stamborski 
said the fire department typically hears or 
finds out about them through meetings, 
emails and the state fire academy.

“They have classes at the state fire 
academy that we attend, and they teach 
you some tips on what items are smart 
to go after in a particular year, so the fire 
academy is great on educating us about 
the grants as well,” Stamborski said.

Stamborski added the grants help al-
leviate the taxes on residents.

“It’s also a great tax-saving measure 
to the citizens of the city, you know, to 
take that burden off of them for needed 
equipment,” Stamborski said.

On the nine new firefighters, Stam-
borski explained how “staffing is critical-
ly important to maintain the staffing re-
quirements that we have on a daily basis.”

He added how the city and Human 
Resources Department have helped with 
recruiting events, with a room filled with 
30 people at a recent event ahead of the 

yearly firefighter test in October.
“We’re a big city and to keep all of 

our stations and ambulances on the road, 
we need a certain amount of people, min-
imum per shift every day. “While some 
communities are losing people to lateral 
transfers and whatnot, we’re trying to do 
our best to retain who we have and go 
out and recruit new people,” Stamborski 
said.

Stamborski wants the community 
to know the fire department is grateful 
to Mayor John Vieau and City Council 

for being “consistently supportive of our 
staffing and of our equipment needs.”

Additionally, the residents have a 
great department.

“The city is well-protected with re-
gard to any sort of fire or medical emer-
gency, and we’re very proud of our de-
partment,” Stamborski said.

He is also happy the grant award will 
cover the new, modern equipment.

“These are federal grant dollars and 
we’re happy to be easing the burden on 
the local residents,” Stamborski said.

FIRE DEPARTMENT from page 1

Springfield Technical High School 
– Every Class Reunion Sept. 23

SPRINGFIELD -- The spirit and 
comraderie of Springfield’s Tech High 
School is alive and well, as they gear up 
for another exciting reunion on Satur-
day, Sept. 23 at the Elks Lodge #61 at 
440 Tiffany St. from 3-8 p.m. The re-
union is open to ALL TECH CLASSES.

An outside barbecue will be held 
rain or shine under the lodge’s pavilion 
and will include hot dogs, hamburgers, 
pulled pork, salads, vegan options, des-
sert and more. Cash bar. Free parking 
and handicap accessible.

A fun-filled afternoon will include 
DJ and dancing, cornhole and bocce 
games, raffles and time to reminisce 
with friends over the years and make 
new friends as well.

According to committee chair 
Mike Borecki, “Tech High was a great 
school, and many lifelong friendships 
were forged back then. It’s our dream 
for everyone to have fun and to keep 
the Tech Spirit tradition alive for many 
years to come. 

Seating is limited and tickets are 
$25 each. All are on a first come, first 
served basis. Open seating. For tickets 
call Mike Borecki ’72 at 413-351-6572, 
Margaret McCormick ‘74 at 413-531-
4763, Dawn Duncan ’71 413-896-
3930, or Matt Villamaino ’67 at 413-
896-2206

Located on Elliot Street in Spring-
field, MA Technical High School was 
founded in 1906 and closed in 1986.

SUBMITTED PHOTO BY MATT VILLAMAINO

Standing in front of Tech High on Elliot Street, committee members for the September 
23 Every Class Tech Reunion (L to R) Mike Borecki ’72, Dawn Duncan ’71, Matt Villa-
maino ’67, Paul Montefusco ’69, Joan Learned ’56, Walter LaBroad ’47, and Margaret 
McCormick ’74. 

Questions? 
Comments? 
Story Ideas?

Let us know how we’re doing.
Your opinion is something 
we always want to hear. 

Contact chicopeeregister@turley.com
Chicopee Register, 24 Water St., Palmer • 413-283-8393

WE’RE ALL EARSWE’RE ALL EARSWE’RE ALL EARS

The Civil War Ballroom to be
performed on Sept. 24

WEST SPRINGFIELD -- On Sun-
day, Sept. 24 “The Civil War Ballroom” 
will be performed on the Storrowton 
Green at The Big E.  The 90-minute pro-
gram will begin at 1:30 p.m. Small Planet 
Dancers, a community-based educational 
performance troupe from Westfield, will 
transport visitors back in time to expe-
rience the challenges and opportunities 
facing post-Civil War America.   Through 
dancing, readings and sing-alongs, learn 
about the rebuilding of our country … one 
community at a time.  

Artistic Director Josephine Sarnelli 
explains that this program is an interactive 
play within a dance performance.  The au-
dience members are guests at an event to 
discuss the community’s recovery after 
the Civil War. With the loss of so many 
men, women must take on more responsi-
bilities of running their farms.  The tem-

perance and suffrage movements, along 
with the development of Granges are all 
discussed.  Popular during the Victorian 
era, a variety of waltzes, polkas, and reels 
are performed to traditional music. The 
men perform in tails and ladies in repro-
duction gowns of the early Victorian peri-
od with hoops.

The audience will participate in sing-
alongs of popular Civil War songs with 
musician Albert Rosati on guitar.  They 
will also be invited to participate in danc-
ing a final march with the troupe. 

This free program, hosted by the New 
England Grange, is sponsored by a grant 
from the West Springfield Cultural Coun-
cil, a local agency supported by the Mas-
sachusetts Cultural Council.

 For more information, call (413) 
746-9067 or visit www.SmallPlanetDanc-
ers.com.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOSEPHINE SARNELLI, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, OF THE SMALL PLANET DANCERS

CHICOPEE – The City of Chicopee marked Interna-
tional Overdose Awareness Day with a flag-raising cere-
mony at City Hall Plaza on Aug. 31. Mayor John Vieau 
was joined by community members, Tapestry Health and 
more for the ceremony. 

International Overdose Awareness Day is an annu-
al campaign to remember loved ones lost to overdoses, 
shine a light on the issues of addiction and overdoses and 
raise awareness for resources available to help those who 
are struggling.

Chicopee marks
International Overdose 

Awareness Day

COURTESY PHOTOS CHICOPEE MAYOR’S OFFICE 
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PUBLIC NOTICES
SALE OF 

MOTOR VEHICLES
Under G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by 
Interstate Towing, Inc.   pur-
suant to the provisions of 
G.L. c. 255, section 39A, 
that on October 10/1/2023, at 
Interstate Towing, Inc the fol-
lowing Motor Vehicles will 
be sold at private sale to sat-
isfy our garage keeper’s lien 
thereon for storage, towing 
charges, care and expenses of 
notices and sale of said vehi-
cles.

2003 Ford F250 Super Duty
Vin: 1FTNW21L43EB42738
Unknown 
Unknown
Unknown

2011 Honda Accord
Vin: 1HGCP2F42BA111050
Destiny Kamroski
40 Price St.
Springfield, MA 01104

2007 Chrysler Sebring 
Touring
Vin: 1C3LC56K97N547151
Juan River
67 Park St.
Chicopee, MA 01020

2005 Infiniti FX35
Vin:JNRAS08W05X203458
Justin Illslex
128 Beech St.
Tewksbury, MA 01876

2003 Chevrolet Avalanche 
K1500A
Vin: 3GNEK13T73G307944
Wayne Doucette
190 Richmond Rd.
Coventry, CT 06238

2006 Hyundai Elantra Gls
Vin:
KMHDN46D06U365909
Rene Sokoll
76 Entrybrook Drive
Springfield, MA 01108

2013 Ford Transit
Vin:NM0LS7CN3DT158986
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

2007 Chevrolet Malibu
Vin:1G1ZT57F37F289784
Shamyya Washington
119 Main St. Apt. 1l
South Hadley, MA 01075

2008 Dodge Avenger Se
Vin:1B3LC46J28N144158
Shawn Mcgrath
129 Moss Rd.
Springfield, MA 01119
2009 Nissan Altima

Vin: JF1GPAB60G8259994
Jose Arismael Hernandez
12 Beacon St.
Burlington, MA 01803

2006 Hyundai Elantra
Vin:
KMHDN46D16U336242
Amanda Atha
4114 High St.
Thorndike, MA 01079

2010 Nissan Sentra
Vin: 3N1AB6AP4AL686077
Diana Ortiz
5 Frederick St., Apt. 1
Westfield, MA 01085

2010 Mazda CX-9

Vin: JM3TB3MV6A0213171
Werner Kunz
97 Sawyer Ave.
Boston, MA 02125

2011 Toyota Camry
Vin: 4T4BF3EK7BR198978
Tricia Quarles
511 Moody St., Unit 6
Lowell, MA 01854

2010 Dodge Caliber
Vin:1B3CB3HA5AD598121
Takeisha Graham
55 Brookledge St.
Boston, MA 02121

2009 Volkswagen Jetta S
Vin:3VWJM71K49M136978
Scott Cleaning & 
Construction Llc
16 Norton St.
Nashua, NH 03064

2014 Ford Focus
Vin: 1FADP3K28EL337458
Zaka Merhni
11952 Reedy Creek Dr., 
Apt. 104
Orlando, FL 32836

2001 Toyota Corolla
VIN: 2T1BR12E11C408267
James Odonnell
9 Cedar St. 3L,
Taunton, MA 02780

09/15, 09/22, 09/29/2023

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS

CHICOPEE ELECTRIC 
LIGHT

CHICOPEE, MA 01020
CHICOPEE ELECTRIC 

LIGHT (Owner) is 
requesting Bids for the 

construction of the 
following Project:

CEL BID #23-0507 - 
CHICOPEE FALLS 
HYDROELECTRIC 
PROJECT STEEL 

PENSTOCK 
REPLACEMENT, 

FERC P-6522 828149
Bids for the construction 

of the Project must be sub-
mitted in duplicate form, 
sealed and marked on the 
outside “CEL Bid #23-
0507 – Penstock Project” 
and received at the office of 
Chicopee Electric Light 
located at 725 Front Street, 
Chicopee, MA 01020, no 
later than Friday, October 
20, 2023 at 2:00 pm local 
time. At that time, the Bids 
received will be publicly 
opened and read. The Owner 
intends to issue the Notice of 
Award on or about November 
3, 2023.

The Project includes 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Wo r k : 
REPLACE UNIT 1 AND 
2 PENSTOCKS AT THE 
C H I C O P E E  FA L L S 
H Y D R O E L E C T R I C 
PROJECT

Owner anticipates that the 
Project’s total bid price will 
be approximately $2,500,000. 
The Project has an expected 
duration of approximately 
350 days commencing upon 
contract execution, on or 
about November 15, 2023. 
Actual site work is anticipated 

between May 1 and October 
31, 2024.

Obtaining the Bidding 
Documents

Information and Bidding 
Documents for the Project can 
be found at the following des-
ignated website:

www.dubois-king.com/
projects-bidding-active/

Bidding Documents may 
be downloaded from the des-
ignated website. Prospective 
Bidders are urged to register 
with the designated website as 
a plan holder, even if Bidding 
Documents are obtained from 
a plan room or source other 
than the designated website in 
either electronic or paper for-
mat. The designated website 
will be updated periodically 
with addenda, lists of regis-
tered plan holders, reports, 
and other information rele-
vant to submitting a Bid for 
the Project. All official noti-
fications, addenda, and other 
Bidding Documents will 
be offered only through the 
designated website. Neither 
Owner nor Engineer will 
be responsible for Bidding 
Documents, including adden-
da, if any, obtained from 
sources other than the desig-
nated website.

A mandatory pre-bid 
conference for the Project 
will be held on Thursday, 
October 5, 2023 at 10:00 am 
at Chicopee Electric Light, 
725 Front Street, Chicopee, 
MA. Bids will not be accept-
ed from Bidders that do not 
attend the mandatory pre-bid 
conference.

All bids for this project 
are subject to applicable bid-
ding laws of Massachusetts, 
including M.G.L. c. 149, §§ 
44A-H and M.G.L c. 30, § 
39M.  Attention is directed 
to the minimum wage rates 
to be paid as determined by 
the Department of Labor 
Standards under the provi-
sions of M.G.L. c. 149, §§ 
26-27D.

Instructions to Bidders.
For all further require-

ments regarding bid submit-
tal, qualifications, procedures, 
and contract award, refer to 
the Instructions to Bidders 
that are included in the 
Bidding Documents.

This Advertisement is 
issued by:
Owner: CHICOPEE  

ELECTRIC LIGHT
By: JAMES LISOWSKI
Title: GENERAL 

MANAGER
09/22/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23C0271CA 
In the matter of: 

Domenic Charles Pirnie
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change 

Name of Adult has been filed 
by Domenic Charles Pirnie  
of Chicopee, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 

Harper Mora Pirnie
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 10/11/2023.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 

M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:  September 13, 2023

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/22/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P1944EA
Estate of:

Rene V Fagnant
Date of Death:  05/13/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  o f  Wi l l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed 
by Danielle A Scavone of 
North Haven, CT requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Danielle A Scavone 
of North Haven, CT be 
appo in t ed  a s  Pe r sona l 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
10/16/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: September 18, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/22/2023

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Chicopee Register

OBITUARY
Blanchard, Letitia LaBelle

CHICOPEE -- Letitia LaBelle Blanchard passed 
away peacefully on July 26, 2023.  Born and raised 
in Chicopee, she graduated from Holy Name High 

School in Chicopee in 
1955.   She leaves be-
hind two sons, Albert 
(Rusty) Bassett and Wil-
liam Bassett. A memori-
al Mass will be held for 
Letitia Sept. 25, 2023, 
at St Mary’s Church on 
Somers Road in Hamp-
den at 9 a.m.  All are 
welcome. 

Ocean State Job Lot’s 
‘Senior Deal Days’
returns Sept. 21-27

NORTH KINGSTOWN, RI -- Ocean State Job 
Lot, the region’s premier discount retail chain with 
152 stores across the Northeast, announces the re-
turn of  “Senior Deal Days”  from  Thursday, Sept. 
21 through Wednesday, Sept. 27, customers ages 62 
years and older are eligible to receive a Crazy Deal 
Gift Card equal to 40% of their purchase when they 
spend $20.00 or more at Ocean State Job Lot.

Any senior who would like to take advantage of 
this promotion can simply sign up to be a Job Lot In-
sider, present a valid photo ID with proof of age to the 
cashier and ask the cashier to apply the promotion.

“Each year, we love to give our seniors the op-
portunity to earn some ‘cash back’ on their purchases 
during our ‘Senior Deal Days’ promotion,” said Curtis 
Corl, chief marketing officer, OSJL. “With our wide 
variety of merchandise, we hope this offer can benefit 
as many of our senior customers as possible, whether 
they are shopping for everyday essentials, seasonal 
items, or getting a head start on holiday gifts.”

Unless otherwise noted, the Senior Deal Days 
promotion is valid 9/21/2023 - 9/27/2023. Partici-
pants receive a Crazy Deal Gift Card equal to 40% of 
their purchase when they spend $20.00 or more at all 
Ocean State Job Lot stores. Participants must be reg-
istered as a Job Lot Insider. This promotion does not 
apply to Ship to Store purchases. The promotion may 
not be combined with any other discount, offer or pro-
motion, including but not limited to advertised sale 
items, Crazy Deals®, Insider coupons, and Insider 
Exclusive Deals. No rainchecks. Merchandise credit 
and Crazy Deal Gift Cards cannot be used as a form 
of tender during this promotion. Limited product ex-
clusions apply, including Ocean State Job Lot gift 
cards, third party gift cards, clearance items, propane 
tanks and refills, beer and wine, and live plants and 
flowers. Offer may not be applied to past purchases. 
All warranty and return rules apply. ID with proof of 
age required. Acceptable forms of ID include driver’s 
license, military/veteran ID, Medicare ID, and gov-
ernment-issued ID.

BUSINESS

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

!!!!!SEASONED!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

TAG SALE
DOWNSIZING SALE 11 Laurel 
Lane, Wilbraham. 8 – 5 Saturday, 
9/23 and Sunday 9/24

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

CLEANING 
SERVICES

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING. Professional, courteous 
service,  all calls returned. Free esti-
mates. Under new ownership. Call New 
England Carpet & Upholstery, Eddie 
(413) 240-4266

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and Am-
herst. Call 413-536-3697.

MASONRY
FINE STONE MASONRY And 
all masonry repairs and restorations 
including:stonewalls, retainer walls, 
chimneys, foundations, buildings, pool 
surrounds, steps, walks, patios. All ma-
sonry is performed by master mason 
Paul Dowd, Barre, MA.
Call 978 257 8237. Email paul-
dowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-
5377

PAINTING
PAINTING & MORE

Interior painting and small exterior 
jobs. Chores and odd jobs too! Profes-
sional and reliable. No job too small. 
Servicing the Wilbraham area.
Call Tom, 339-832-5682.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090
 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

HORSES
LOVE HORSES? Learn to ride, 
jump, show! Well schooled horses and 
ponies. Qualified instructors. Tiny trot-
ters program. Beginners to advanced 
levels. Jumping. Dressage. Boarding, 
training. Rated horse shows. Outstand-
ing IEA team. Suffield CT (860)874-
8077

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
TEACHER Federated Community 
Church of Hampden, MA is seeking 
to hire an enthusiastic, collaborative, 
Spiritual leader. Primary responsibili-
ties are to lead and implement Sunday 
School faith formation program for 
children. Qualifications: Understand-
ing beliefs & traditions in Christianity, 
a warm, welcoming personality and a 
love for working with children & youth. 
Communication & computer skills are 
a must. Approximately 5-8 hours per 
week. Pay rate is $22.00 per hour. 
For more information, please call the 
church at 413-566-3711 or email at 
hampdenfederated@gmail.com

HORSE BARN HELP WANTED 
FULL OR PART TIME WEEK-
DAYS SUFFIELD, CT (860)874-
8077

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS 
AND TEACHERS  AT THE DAY-
CARE IN HAMPDEN MA. SEND YOUR 
RESUMES TO mymagicworld19@
gmail.com

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

AUTO

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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IN THE CITY

CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Holiday” in the subject line of your email.

Send Us YourSend Us Your
Holiday EventHoliday Event
InformationInformation

Turley Publications 
will print 

your holiday 
calendar listings
FREE OF CHARGE 

in our 
Holiday Dazzler 

Supplement which 
publishes Nov. 15th.

Deadline for submissions isDeadline for submissions is
October 16thOctober 16th

Community 
Holiday Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.

Fire department to purchase 
$800,000 long pumper

Station 4’s current 2010 
model is suffering from 
‘rust jacking’

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- City Council 
approved an $800,000 appro-
priation on Sept. 19 to fund the 
purchase of a Pierce MFG Long 
Pumper for Station 4 on Burnett 
Road. 

The city planned to purchase 
the long pumper next year, but 
Fire Chief Daniel Stamborski 
described Station 4’s situation as 
“urgent” in a letter to Mayor John 
Vieau. 

The fire pumper assigned to 
Station 4 is a 2010 model, and its 
frame has rotted to the point that 
it is in poor condition due to “rust 
jacking” that has occurred, as rust 
causes the frame to expand out-
ward. 

Stamborski said two third - 
party vendors have evaluated the 
frame, and both agreed it is un-
safe to use as a first line appara-
tus. He said the problem is not a 
Chicopee one. 

“This is a regional problem 
as far as that era of truck frame… 
It’s been on our mechanic’s radar 
screen for a while,” he said. “Our 
mechanic spent countless hours 
looking into refurbishing and re-
pairing the frame.”

The purchase will be made 
from Allegiance Fire & Res-
cue, based in Walpole. Working 
with salesman Andrew Hilsman, 
Stamborski was informed that the 
vendor has a stock pumper avail-
able for delivery much quicker 

than a custom-built pumper. 
If the city locks in the long 

pumper before Oct. 1, the estimat-
ed delivery time would be within 
six months. The city would also 
be able to purchase the appara-
tus for $755,818, avoiding an in-
crease in pricing that would occur 
on Jan. 1. 

The remaining funds would 
be used to customize the long 
pumper. Stamborski said some 
of the equipment on the current 
pumper can be reused, but the 
city will have to purchase radios 
and pay for installation. 

Chicopee must also purchase 
necessary emergency medical 
equipment such as an automatic 
defibrillator unit, portable suction 
and various other pieces of equip-
ment. Stamborski urged City 
Council to approve the appropri-
ation a year earlier than expected. 

“In some ways, it’s awful 
that we have to spend the money 
earlier. However, they’re making 
some emissions changes that are 
going to increase the price of this 
truck up to about $1 million if we 
were to wait until next year. This 

is a stocked truck. It’s not com-
pleted, but they believe they’ll be 
able to get it to us by February.” 
Stamborski said. 

Regarding Station 4’s cur-
rent pumper, Stamborski said its 
original vendor, Pierce, doesn’t 
do refurbs anymore because they 
take upwards of a year to com-
plete. He said that the third par-
ties that examined the frame said 
they were “opening up a can of 
worms,” as they found more is-
sues with the apparatus. 

Stamborski said it would 
make little sense to install a new 
frame underneath a 14-year-
old vehicle whose engine hours 
translate to 400,000 miles tra-
versed. 

“The reason for that is these 
don’t run like a normal over-
the-road delivery truck on the 
highway exceeding 55-mph, 
they make short runs. When the 
PTO is engaged, and we’re doing 
pumping operations, it’s a tre-
mendous strain on the motor, so 
it’s not the average way that you 
look at it like a regular personal 
vehicle,” Stamborski said. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CHICOPEE FIRE DEPARTMENT

The frame on Station 4’s pumper is rusting heavily. CHICOPE -- On Sept. 
13, the Willimansett C3 Unit, 
along with representatives 
from the city, Boys & Girls 
Club of Chicopee, ROCA Inc. 
and Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
America participated in a com-
munity walk through event on 
Elcon Drive. They walked door 
to door, meeting with residents 

in the neighborhood and pro-
vided them with bags filled 
with useful information on 
many local resources that are 
available.These community 
outreach walks will continue 
every month in different areas 
of Willimansett. Caption cour-
tesy of the Chicopee Police 
Department. 

Willimansett C3 Unit goes door to door 
during community walk through

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CHICOPEE POLICE DEPARTMENT

PSA: Chicopee Community
Pro Shred Event

CHICOPEE -- In partner-
ship with St. Rose de Lima Par-
ish and St. Joan of Arc School, 
a shredding event will be held 
on Saturday, Sept. 30, from 
9-11 a.m. at St. Joan of Arc 
School, 587 Grattan St. in Chi-
copee. Free Will Donations are 
appreciated.

St. Rose de Lima Designer 
Purse  Bingo Fundraiser to 

occur Oct. 13 
CHICOPEE -- St. Rose 

de Lima Designer Purse Bin-
go Fundraiser will be held on 

Friday, Oct. 13 in the church 
hall, 594 Grattan St. in Chicop-
ee. Doors open at 5 p.m., and 
games start at 6:30 p.m. A $35 
donation includes 10 games 
(Kate Spade, Michael Kors, 
Coach, Dooney & Bourke 
purses) a bingo marker, door 
prizes and light refreshments. 
Hot food will be available for 
purchase. Many raffle baskets, 
including a lottery tree and a 
Blackstone grill! 

Tickets/Questions contact 
Chris at 785-477-9536 or the 
Parish Office at 536- 4558. All 
proceeds benefit St. Joan of Arc 
School. 

Events and announcements 


