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Chicopee marks Direct Support 
Professionals Week with flag-raising

 By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE – The com-
munity gathered outside city 
hall on Sept. 14 to raise the 
Caring Force flag for Direct 
Support Professionals Week.

Direct Support Profes-

sionals Week is recognized on 
Sept. 13 through 19 to honor 
the dedication and hard work 
of DSPs who support people 
with disabilities.

This year marks the first 
time the city held a flag-rais-
ing ceremony to recognize the 
week.

Mayor John Vieau called 

the DSPs “superheroes.”
“Those people are the 

ones who are there, in and 
out, every day. Helping indi-
viduals navigating life, pur-
suing goals and they remain 
connected to the community 
and help those who are intel-
lectually and developmental-
ly disabled to do that, which 

is really special,” Vieau said. 
“DSPs, they do more than just 
provide care. They create op-
portunities for individuals to 
live the lives that they choose. 
They help give them that in-
dependence, which is some-
thing very special.”

A group photo of local direct support professionals with Mayor John Vieau and the mayor’s proclamation.        TURLEY PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVERS

VOC hosted 
summer cookout

By Brendan Rooney 
Correspondent 

CHICOPEE – Earlier 
this summer, on July 24, the 
Valley Opportunity Coun-
cil(VOC)hosted a summer 
BBQ as an ode of gratitude 
for its tenants and the com-
munity. 

The event kicked off at 
Noon and ran until 3 p.m.; it 
featured a full buffet of clas-
sic summer staples, from 
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, 
to Pernil (Pork Shoulder), 
Roasted Chicken, Rice and 

Beans, and countless other 
options, that drew a signifi-
cant crowd, one comprised 
of unity and found family. 

Reflecting on the gath-
ering was Resident Service 
Coordinator Ruth Ayala. 

“I’ve been working 
with them [VOC] close to 
five years now, and every 
year we do these events, 
and the main purpose is 
that we just want the com-
munity to come together, 
and let them understand we 

TURLEY PHOTO BY BRENDAN ROONEY 

Lamont Johnson, owner of Color My World Painting, with a 
VOC employee.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE/AGAWAM 
– Sunshine Village held its 
Third Annual Little E event 
at its Litwin Lane location on 
Sept. 18.

The event featured a va-
riety of activities, including a 
baked potato bar and walking 
tacos, numerous traditional 
and non-traditional carnival 
games, a K-9 demonstration 
with the Chicopee Police 
Department, members of the 
Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Office with their equine unit 
and information about Project 
Lifesaver, a photo booth with 
props, client artists, crafters 
and entrepreneurs showing 
off their creations for pur-
chase, entertainment pro-
vided by the Just Go With It 
Band and more.  

State Sen. Jake Oliveira 

(D-Ludlow) and Tevin Colon, 
aide for State Rep. Shirley 
Arriaga (D-Chicopee), also 
presented a special proclama-
tion to celebrate the occasion.

Jennifer Guzman, client 
relations manager at Sunshine 
Village, explained the event 
was the organization’s way of 
bringing their version of The 
Big E to their community to 
coincide with the fair’s open-
ing day. She is also one of the 
folks who help organize the 
event. 

“We have a mother of 
one of our individuals who 
made a small donation for us 
to offer some type of event 
to our individuals and it was 
our vice president of Day Ser-
vices who came up with the 
idea of why don’t we make a 
carnival event, patent it The 
Little E and make it all the 
great things that the Little E 
has to offer at Sunshine Vil-
lage,” Guzman said.

Guzman said she enjoys 
“sharing what a great day is” 
through holding events like 

this, calling her work with the 
individuals her “sweet spot.”

“Something that we see 

every day here at Sunshine 
Village while their loved 
ones, our individuals, are par-

ticipating in programming. 
So, it’s even better to be able 
to enjoy some of the local 
SPED department, school 
department, our stakeholders 
and community vendors to 
come as one big group and 
enjoy it together,” Guzman 
said. 

President and CEO Mi-
chelle Theroux called the 
event “a way to celebrate the 
community” and bring ev-
eryone together to see more 
about their mission and op-
portunities, praising the staff 
for their work. 

“It’s a beautiful day. 
Mother Nature certainly co-
operated for this and you can 
see as you look around the 
smiling faces of our clients, 
community members, fami-
lies,” Theroux said. “It’s real-
ly just a great day.”

Theroux also expressed 
appreciation for the commu-
nity’s continued support of 
Sunshine Village, noting the 

Controversial PROTECT Act fails 
to pass by School Committee
Item needed 
eight votes in favor 
and didn’t get them.

By Dalton Zbierski 
Correspondent

CHICOPEE – The 
School Committee failed to 
pass a policy last Wednesday 
to adopt the PROTECT Act, a 
controversial bill signed into 
law by Gov. Maura Healey in 
August. 

The PROTECT Act, or 
“An Act promoting rule of 
law, oversight, trust and equal 
constitutional treatment,” pre-
vents federal immigration and 
law enforcement activities on 
school grounds in Massachu-
setts without a judicial war-
rant or court order. 

Across the state, the 
hastily rolled-out mandate 
has received significant push-
back, including in Chicopee, 
where it failed to gain the 
eight votes necessary to pass 

through the School Commit-
tee on Sept. 16.

Ward 9 Representative 
Ron Benard led the opposi-
tion. He expressed various 
concerns. 

“If we have a situation, 
God forbid, that we have 
somebody in the building 
that’s, say, an illegal alien, 
and they may pose a danger 
to our staff and students, what 
is our policy there? Accord-
ing to what our governor is 
saying, ICE is not going to 
be allowed to go in there and 
take care of business unless 
they have a judicial warrant,” 
Benard said. 

Benard acknowledged 
that there may only be a “one 
in a million” chance of a sit-
uation like that occurring in 
Chicopee. However, he point-
ed out that similar scenari-
os are unfolding across the 
country. 

By Brendan Rooney 
Correspondent 

CHICOPEE – The fu-
ture of Barry School is now 
in the hands of the City 
Council after the School 
Committee endorsed the fi-
nal project scope, schematic 
design, and overall budget 
for the new school during its 
Sept. 16 meeting. 

Highlighting the urgen-
cy of what’s at stake with the 
council’s looming decision, 
Mayor John Vieau stressed 
the importance of the up-
coming October City Coun-
cil meeting.

“This project is reach-
ing the point where the City 
Council is going to weigh 
the option for us to move 
forward and bond for the 
project, which will be the 
first week of October,” Vieau 
said. “And I want to add that 
private projects are not lob-
bied by me, but this is a leg-
acy project. This is our first 
of 10 elementary schools 
that need to be replaced. This 
is the school that has come 

closest to reaching the end of 
its useful life, and I feel it’s 
time to start replacing our el-
ementary schools, and Barry 
is where we have to begin.”

Prior to the decision, 
Project Architect Bert Gard-
ner delivered a presentation 

to the committee outlin-
ing the project’s vision and 
scope. He noted that the new 
two-story building will fea-
ture geothermal HVAC sys-
tems, triple-pane windows, 
and brand-new amenities 
like a baseball diamond and 

soccer fields, while being en-
tirely ADA-compliant. 

The facility will serve 
pre-kindergarten through 
grade five with a total ca-

Here is the why was Szetela chosen graphic. 	 SLIDE COURTESY OF BERT GARDNER 

School Committee endorses Barry final project scope

Sunshine Village holds Third Annual Little E

TURLEY PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Tevin Colon, aide to State Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee), Michelle Theroux, president and CEO 
of Sunshine Village, and State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow) with the proclamation.

See VOC page 5

See LITTLE E page 6

See FLAG page 5

See PROTECT ACT 
page 10

See PROJECT SCOPE 
page 10
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lb
$199

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
9/24/26-9/30/269/24/26-9/30/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN PEPPERIDGE FARMS

CHOCOLATE FUDGE
LAYER CAKE 19.6 OZ ......................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SWORDFISH
STEAKS 1 LB BAG .............................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN YANKEE TRADE

CRAB BURGERS 16 OZ .....................

77¢USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$529

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE TI,ES
lb $499

USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$499

lb

USDA INSP. 
1/2 SMOKED 
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ......

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN RIB END or 
LOIN END ROAST ................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS .........
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BOURBON MARINATED

STEAKHOUSE TIPS ................ lb

lb
$369

$599

$399
ea

lb

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
SPOON ROAST or STEAK

BEEF STRIPLOIN

$788
lb

$222
lb

$229
lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

WHOLE WHOLE 
oror HALF HALF

$399

$777
lb

$169USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN TRAY PAK ... lb

ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN

  

 CUT 
FREE

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14TH AT 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• CHICOPEE, MASSACHUSETTS •

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Gary M. Weiner

Of the Firm of  Weiner Law Firm, P.C.
1441 Main Street Springfield MA 

Attorney for Mortgagee
Terms Of Sale:  $10,000.00 Deposit Cash, Bank or Certified Funds. 

Deposit to be increased to 10% of Purchase Price within 5 Business Days. 
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.

Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.

193 Fairview Avenue    CHICOPEE, MA
To be sold on the Premises

±1,300 S/F
SINGLE STORY

COMMERCIAL BUILDING
“CLOSE PROXIMITY TO ALL AMENITIES”

 Features:
• Single Story Commercial Building • ±0.14 Acres of Land or (±6,098 S/F) •

• ±1,300 S/F of Gross Building Area • Slab Foundation •
• Restroom • Office • Vinyl Siding • Gas Unit Heaters •

• Paved Parking for ±12 Vehicles • Underground Utilities •
• Public Water & Sewer • Natural Gas •

• Zoned: Commercial A • Assessor’s ID: 0064-00032 •

More tidbits from last week’s City Council meeting
From background 
checks to new parking 
rules, much was 
discussed

By Dalton Zbierski 
Correspondent

CHICOPEE – When the 
City Council met last Tues-
day, a variety of items de-
manded its collective focus. 

Among them were nu-
merous Ordinance Commit-
tee reports for the board to 
approve, a call to hold a local 
business accountable for sev-
eral violations and a request to 
enhance how the city conducts 
criminal background checks. 

Criminal background checks
Ward 2 Councilor Shane 

Brooks requested that a sub-
committee review and modify 
the wording for an ordinance 
that would make the city’s 
process of conducting back-
ground checks more thorough. 

“Currently, our process is 
slightly flawed,” Brooks said. 

“We require all car dealer-
ships and other license hold-
ers to have their quarries run 
and verified prior. What we 
don’t currently have is any-
thing in place for hawkers and 
peddlers.” 

In Massachusetts, a 
hawker and peddler is legal-
ly considered any individual 
who travels from commu-
nity to community or from 
place to place within the 
same town to sell, barter or 
expose for sale any goods or 
merchandise. 

“So, if someone applies 
for a hawkers and peddlers li-
cense, we could grant it, as we 
have historically in the past, 
without your background re-
cord check coming into play,” 
Brooks said. 

A new ordinance would 
aim to make it equal across 
the board and ensure that be-
fore any application is accept-
ed, the background check has 
been completed.

“So [that] we know that 
the individual or individuals 
are suitable to operate a busi-
ness or work for a certain en-

tity in the city,” Brooks said. 

Costello’s items
Ward 9 Councilor Mary 

Beth Costello brought two 
interesting items to the table 
during the Sept. 15 meeting. 

First, she asked that the 
Recreation and Resort Casi-
no and Gaming Committees 
meet to discuss improvements 
at Fairview Park. 

Costello said this item 
has been discussed before 
and that constituents from the 
Fairview neighborhood have 
spoken to the board members. 

“So, I’m asking that we 
get that updated to see what 
the status is in regard to Fair-
view Memorial Park. Again, 
this is constituent driven. 
Many constituents have come 
to me and asked me the status 
of the improvements at Fair-
view Memorial Park,” Costel-
lo said. 

Ultimately, City Council 
voted unanimously in favor of 
Costello’s request. 

Costello also had anoth-
er request pass unanimously, 
when she asked that a local 

business be called before the 
License Committee to discuss 
several violations. 

That business is All State 
Auto Max, located at 400 
Main St. 

Costello alleged that the 
operation also known as “Best 
Car Best Deal” has failed to 
do proper housekeeping and 
is not utilizing its license.

Ordinance Committee 
reports approved

A significant portion of 
last week’s meeting was ded-
icated to the approval of nu-
merous favorable Ordinance 
Committee reports. All the 
following items passed unan-
imously. 

For instance, parking has 
been prohibited at a busy part 
of Riverview Terrace on the 
east side. 

“We have a public safe-
ty concern in this particular 
street,” Ward 4 Councilor 
George Balakier said. “Ap-
parently, people, if they park, 
they obstruct the view of the 
line of sight of the stop sign…
So, the sentiment is that by 

putting prohibited parking 
here to corner, it’s going to 
help alleviate that.” 

Another ordinance now 
prohibits parking near the 
Hampden Street and Kenne-
dy Street intersection. Brooks 
noted that this spot is in Ward 
2; he thanked City Engineer 
Doug Ellis for helping craft a 
solution. 

“This will allow for a 
very saturated area where 
there’s no off-street parking 
for a lot of rental units on 
Hampden Street, but it does 
impede at the beginning and 
end of the day with school 
buses and people parking 
on lawns to pick up their 
children rather than follow-
ing the pickup cadence that 
Bowe [School] has put in 
place,” Brooks said. 

The area directly in front 
of Chicopee Electric Light 
on Front Street has a stretch 
where parking is newly pro-
hibited also. 

“My councilor to my 
right, Councilor [Joseph] Pas-
ternak, informed me that he 
had heard some issues that 

had taken place in front of 
the CEL. People had unfortu-
nately been parking there and 
almost getting clipped,” Bal-
akier said. “So, the sentiment 
is to have no parking in front 
of Chicopee Electric Light 
because there is a parking lot 
there, and this way here we 
won’t have a public safety is-
sue.” 

A stretch on Cox Street, 
from Meetinghouse Road 
southerly to Gill Street, is also 
an area where parking is now 
prohibited. 

Ward 3 Councilor Susan 
Goff said this measure will 
clean up some safety issues 
and clear at least one side of 
the busy street. 

“There was a new rule 
put in by the Housing Au-
thority about parking on their 
property, and so it diverted all 
of the parked cars onto all the 
side streets on both sides,” 
Goff said. “And if one car can 
barely make it down, when 
one car tries to take a corner 
and another is coming down, 
we’re lucky so far there hasn’t 
been an accident.” 

City of Chicopee recognizes 
Emergency Preparedness Month

CHICOPEE – The City 
of Chicopee is recogniz-
ing Emergency Prepared-
ness Month by encouraging 
residents to take simple, 
practical steps to prepare 
themselves, their families, 
and their neighborhoods for 
emergencies.

Emergency Prepared-
ness Month serves as an op-
portunity to remind residents 
that being prepared does not 
mean expecting the worst. 
It means taking reasonable 
steps now so that individuals 
and families have the infor-
mation, resources, and plans 
they may need if an emer-
gency or disaster affects our 
community.

“Preparedness is about 
information, planning, and 
community,” said Mayor 
John Vieau. “Our goal is 
not to alarm residents, but 
to make sure everyone has 
access to the information 
they need to make informed 
decisions and stay safe. A 
prepared community is one 
that knows where to find 
reliable information, un-
derstands what to do in an 
emergency, and looks out 
for one another.”

Throughout Emergen-
cy Preparedness Month, the 
City of Chicopee is reaffirm-

ing its commitment to pro-
viding residents with time-
ly, accurate, and accessible 
emergency information. 
This includes sharing guid-
ance about emergency alerts, 
evacuation and shelter infor-
mation, severe weather, pub-
lic safety announcements, 
and other resources that can 
help residents prepare for a 
variety of situations.

Residents are encour-
aged to consider a few basic 
preparedness steps:

Stay informed: Know 
where to find official infor-
mation from the City of Chi-
copee and local emergency 
management and public 
safety agencies.

Sign up for emergency 
alerts: Make sure you can re-
ceive important notifications 
and emergency instructions.

Create a household 
plan: Talk with family mem-
bers about how you will 
communicate and where you 
will go if you need to leave 
your home.

Build an emergency 
kit: Keep essential supplies 
such as water, food, medica-
tions, flashlights, batteries, 
and other necessities readily 
available.

Consider individual 
needs: Make plans for chil-

dren, older adults, individ-
uals with disabilities, pets, 
and anyone who may require 
additional assistance during 
an emergency.

Check on your neigh-
bors: Strong communities 
look out for one another, 
particularly during challeng-
ing circumstances.

Preparedness does not 
have to be complicated or 
expensive. Small steps taken 
over time can make a mean-
ingful difference when unex-
pected circumstances arise.

The city encourages 
residents to use Emergency 
Preparedness Month as a 
reminder to learn, plan, and 
stay informed. By working 
together and making reliable 
information readily avail-
able, Chicopee can continue 
building a safer and more re-
silient community.

For emergency informa-
tion and updates, residents 
should follow official City 
of Chicopee communica-
tions and local public safety 
resources, such as official 
city websites and social me-
dia pages. For more tips on 
how to stay safe and create 
a plan, residents are urged 
to go to https://www.mass.
gov/emergency-prepared-
ness-month.

Chicopee resident to participate in the 38th 
Annual Jimmy Fund Walk for Dana-Farber
Andrea Conte will join 
the fundraising walk 
for Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute

CHICOPEE – One  resi-
dent from Chicopee will par-
ticipate  in the  2026  Jimmy 
Fund Walk for Dana-Far-
ber  presented by Hyund-
ai on Sunday, October 4.

Andrea Conte  will 
join thousands of other walk-
ers in participating in the an-
nual event that will unite the 
community to raise funds to 
support all forms of adult and 
pediatric care and research 
at  Dana-Farber Cancer In-
stitute. Last year marked a 
historic milestone, with the 
Walk raising more than $11.2 
million for Dana-Farber Can-
cer Institute  and  setting the 
stage for an even greater im-
pact in 2026. 

“Each year, the Walk 

brings our community to-
gether in a powerful way, with 
people of all ages  support-
ing  Dana-Farber’s  ground-
breaking research and patient 
care,” said  Jessica Abbott, 
assistant vice president of the 
Jimmy Fund. “For more than 
three decades, this event has 
been a celebration of hope, 
where  every step helps fuel 
breakthroughs, support pa-
tients, and inspire progress.” 

Together Against Cancer
The Jimmy Fund Walk 

for Dana-Farber takes place 
along the famed Boston 
Marathon®  course. Partici-
pants have the flexibility to 
choose from four distance 
options ranging from a 5K 
to a full marathon. Walkers 
can also participate virtually 
at  a time and location  that 
works for them.

Whatever route partic-
ipants choose, they will be 
supported by hundreds of 

volunteers and treated to 
refueling stations with re-
freshments throughout the 
course. Walkers will be mo-
tivated by posters of He-
roes,  the  Walk’s  adult  and 
pediatric patient partners, 
that appear along the course 
as inspiration.  All routes 
will  conclude  at the Jimmy 
Fund Walk for Dana-Farber 
Finish Line  sponsored by 
Schneider Electric at Boston 
Common,  by the corner of 
Charles and Beacon Street. 
Finish line activities will in-
clude a celebration with food, 
entertainment, and more. 

To register for the Walk 
or to support a walker, vis-
it JimmyFund.org/Walk or 
call 866-531-9255.  Regis-
trants can enter the promo 
code NEWS for $5 off the 
registration fee. All registered 
walkers will receive a bib, 
medal, and a Walk  T-shirt. 
You can also sign up to vol-
unteer on Walk Day.

Chicopee Comp Class of 1974 plans mini-reunion
CHICOPEE – The Chi-

copee Comprehensive High 
School Class of 1974 will be 
holding a casual and infor-
mal gathering of classmates 
on Thursday, Oct. 22, at the 
View Street Tavern in Chi-
copee.  

Starting at 3 p.m., come 

to enjoy conversation and 
laughs with classmates and 
friends.  There will be a cash 
bar available, and pizzas will 
be available, compliments of 
the class treasury, at 5 p.m.  

No reservations neces-
sary, but if you think you can 
make it, it would helpful if 

you could email either Lin-
da Parlengas at lparlengas@
hotmail.com; Mona Marcil 
Friberg at tinker245@aol.
com, or Lynn Provost Larra-
bee at penrose43@comcast.
net. 

Come for fun and meet 
up with old friends.

Chicopee Chamber supports downtown 
revitalization through co-working days

CHICOPEE – The Great-
er Chicopee Chamber of 
Commerce continues its com-
mitment to the revitalization 
and activation of Chicopee 
Center by bringing its work 
and resources into the dis-
trict through twice-monthly 
Coworking Days and Open 
Office Hours at The Hub at 
Market Square.

The Chamber is hosting 
twice-monthly Co-working 
Days and open office hours 
at The Hub at Market Square, 
creating a regular opportuni-
ty for Chamber staff, mem-
bers, and the broader business 

community to work, connect, 
and engage in the Center. 
Co-working Days are held 
on the first Tuesday and third 
Thursday of each month from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and are cur-
rently scheduled through De-
cember. Some dates will also 
feature special programming, 
including a hybrid workshop 
on LinkedIn best practices 
scheduled for Oct. 6.

The Chamber has main-
tained its offices in Chicopee 
Center for many years, and 
while its physical office has 
not been at street level since 
2019, the organization con-

tinues to see the Center as an 
important part of its work and 
community presence.

“Being part of a thriving 
downtown isn’t only about 
where your office is located,” 
said Melissa Breor, Execu-
tive Director of the Greater 
Chicopee Chamber of Com-
merce. “It’s about creating 
more opportunities for busi-
nesses, residents, and com-
munity members to connect 
in the Center while increasing 
visibility for the business-
es that call Chicopee Center 
home. We are proud to be a 
partner in that work.”
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All Makes & Models 

Car Show
Oct 3, 2026 from 10am to 2pm

Chicopee Moose Club
244 Fuller Road, Chicopee

Come on out and bring your classic to the annual 
All Makes & Models Car Show presented by the 

Corvette Club of Western Mass.
Food, beverages, raffles, trophies and live music 

provided by The Blue Groove Band.
★★★ $20 car entry fee & Spectators are FREE! ★★★

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. A place for worship
  7. Referee declaration
 10. Torsos
 12. Used to introduce 

something
 13. Healing method
 14. Takes to the sea
 15. Make law
 16. French coastal city
 17. Hawaiian dish
 18. Young of domestic 

cattle
 19. Women’s 

undergarments
 21. 60-minute intervals 

(abbr.)
 22. One after another
 27. It’s a hot topic 

these days
 28. Folk band frontman

 33. They precede C
 34. Heavenly
 36. Fiddler crabs
 37. Major Hindu deity
 38. Hebrew given 

name
 39. Cost per mile
 40. __ Romeo, car
 41. Rural municipality 

in Manitoba
 44. Narratives
 45. “A tragedy had __ 

him”
 48. Iranian city
 49. Praises publicly
 50. Founding Father 

Franklin
 51. Herbal teA

CLUES DOWN
  1. Indian unit of mass

  2. “Tears in Heaven” 
singer Clapton

  3. Part of a sailing 
vessel

  4. Part of (abbr.)
  5. Polynesian garland 

of flowers
  6. Keyboard key
  7. One who steals
  8. Large oven
  9. Former CIA
 10. Idea
 11. Solomon Islands 

capital
 12. Afrikaans
 14. Remove thatch
 17. Television network
 18. Jalen Brunson is 

one
 20. Title of respect
 23. Flowering trees

 24. Occurring in a tube
 25. Exists
 26. Woman (French)
 29. Expression of doubt
 30. NHL legend Bobby
 31. Accomplished
 32. Makes slightly wet
 35. National Assn. of 

Manufacturers
 36. Not sated
 38. Poe’s middle name
 40. Swiss river
 41. Rhythmic pattern in 

Indian music
 42. “Shane” actor Ladd
 43. Popular whodunit 

board game
 44. Bar bill
 45. Ballplayer’s tool
 46. Indicates near
 47. Feet per second

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

CHICOPEE – The li-
brary’s Books and Banter 
hosted a discussion with au-
thor Kelly Link on Aug. 19. 

The book club and Link 
discussed her fantasy novel, 
“The Book of Love” at the 
meeting. Access Services Li-
brarian Kyleigh Morin runs 
Books and Banter; providing 
attendees with a printout of 
suggested questions although 
attendees were encouraged to 
share their own thoughts and 
questions as well.

Link shared why she 
believes discussions that fa-
cilitate conversation around 
themes of books are import-
ant.

“I don’t believe that it’s 
important for people to dis-
cuss my books, necessarily, 
or even that we need to regard 
books as important. I also 
don’t believe that it’s neces-
sary for the writer of a book 
to be present during a book 
group meeting, sometimes, 
in fact, it inhibits discussion,” 
Link said. “But stories are 
how we understand our own 
lives, our families, our com-
munities and our histories. 
We tell each other stories to 
get through hard times, or to 

share good news, or to re-
mind each other of people 
that we’ve lost. I do believe 
that stories are important. I 
believe, too, that book groups 
and libraries are a way of 
building community and 
sharing ideas.”

Link then shared a little 
about her writing process and 
what she hopes readers get 
out of reading her book.

“It took about eight years 
for me to write ‘The Book of 
Love,’ although at the same 
time I was writing a group of 
stories that became my collec-
tion ‘White Cat, Black Dog.’ I 
hope that it finds readers who, 
in turn, find it entertaining. I 
hope that it reminds readers 
of people or music or places 
that they’ve loved, and of the 
feelings that love produces in 
us,” Link said. 

During the discussion, a 
character from Link’s book 
named Daniel came up. 
Link shared that Daniel was 
a tough character for her to 
write. 

Link explained how she 
was able to overcome this 
challenge.

“Daniel is one of the 
main characters in ‘The Book 
of Love,’ and he is the most 
suspicious of magic and mag-
ical second chances. ‘The 

Book of Love’ is very much 
about magic and magical sec-
ond chances, and so Daniel 
stood in opposition to most 
of the themes of the book. 
But Daniel loves his family 
and his siblings, and the way 
into understanding his point 
of view in the novel was to 
realize that his refusal to use 
magic came from a place of 
love,” Link said. 

Link elaborated on her 
thoughts on writing as a 
whole and how the craft of 

writing isn’t something al-
ways enjoyable, but rather 
necessary.

“I don’t particularly en-
joy writing. In fact, most of 
the time I hate it. But it’s also 
the most interesting work that 
I do, and presents problems 
that I like to chew over, and 
so I probably won’t ever stop 
writing,” Link said. 

Link then shared why 
she believes that community 
book discussions, like Books 
and Banter, and libraries in 

general are so important and 
central to people’s lives. 

“The Chicopee Library 
is such a fantastic communi-
ty space. When my kid was 
much younger, we would 
take them there for the fab-
ulous children’s section. But 
there’s so much else: besides 
Books and Banter, the library 
offers all kinds of resources 
and community services. I’m 
already planning to get back 
down there as soon as possi-
ble,” Link said. 

This event was free to 
attend. 

Books and Banter is a 
wonderful book club that 
meets in the conference room 
at Chicopee Public Library, 
and it’s clear the group appre-
ciated Link answering their 
questions and taking the time 
to make this event happen for 
the community. 

For more information 
about upcoming Chicopee 
Public Library events, visit 
chicopeepubliclibrary.org.

Books and Banter 
group welcomed 
author Kelly Link

TURLEY PHOTO BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA

 Books and Banter attendees, Rachel, Paula, Andrew, Annmarie, Joyce, Kyle, Theo, Access Services Librarian Kyleigh Morin and author 
Kelly Link at Books and Banter on Aug. 19.

Chicopee Public Library hosts programs for kids and families
CHICOPEE –  Each 

month the Chicopee Public 
Library hosts a variety of free 
programs for children, teens, 
and families. The Youth Ser-
vices Department provides 
opportunities for entertain-
ment and enrichment that 
promote literacy and explore 
creativity. At the start of a new 
school year, the library often 
makes changes to schedules 
and program offerings, so 
even if you are a frequent vis-
itor, some things here might 
look a little different.

 Here is the slate of events for 
September 2026 

Little Kid Dance Par-
ties will happen on Tuesdays, 
Sept. 29 at 10:30 a.m.  Little 
ones ages 0-5 are invited to 
move and groove with their 
caregivers. If the weather’s 
nice we’ll be outside on the 
library’s back patio.

Saturday Playgroup  will 
be held on  Saturdays, Sep-
tember 26 at 1 p.m. We’ll put 
out some extra toys in the 
playspace. It’s a great time for 
families with kids of all ages 
to meet up and play.

The library’s meetup for 
homeschooling families is 
going to be a  Homeschool 
Book Club  this fall, which 
will meet once a month to dis-
cuss a book and do an activity 
based on that book. 

Sewing Club  returns 
on  Wednesday, Sept. 30 at 
3:30 p.m. Learn and practice 
basic sewing skills by making 
fun projects. Great for ages 
6 and up. Teens welcome! If 
you are not familiar with us-
ing a needle and thread, bring 
an adult to help. September’s 
project will be a beaded em-

broidery hoop.

Teens
Fans of comics and man-

ga are encouraged to stop by 
on Tuesday, Sept. 29  at 6:30 
p.m.  for our new Bring Your 
Own Comic (B.Y.O.C.) Club! 
It›s like a book club, except 
you get to read whatever you 
want! Share your thoughts 
about whatever comic you›re 
currently reading, discover 
new stories from fellow fans, 
get to hear about new addi-
tions to the library›s collec-
tion, and more!

Visit our website for 
more info about all of the 
library’s events at www.chi-
copeepubliclibrary.org.

Here is the slate of events for 
October 2026

Sensory Play Saturday 
will be held on Saturday, Oct. 
3 at 9:30 a.m. Come let your 
babies socialize and explore 
sensory play! We will have 
our play area set up with 
some sensory activities and 
other play opportunities. For 
babies 0-24 months and their 
caregivers.

Saturday Playgroup will 
be held on Saturdays at 1 p.m. 
We’ll put out some extra toys 
in the playspace. It’s a great 
time for families with kids of 
all ages to meet up and play.

Babies 0-12 months and 
their caregivers are invited to 
Baby Time on Tuesdays Oct. 
6 and 20 at 10:30 a.m. Baby 
Time will include rhymes, 
songs, lap bounces and a 
short story, as well as some 
unstructured play time.  

Storytime will be on 
Thursdays, Oct. 8 and 22 
at 10:30 a.m. Join us for 30 

minutes of circle time with 
read-aloud books, songs and 
rhymes, followed by a craft or 
activity. For ages 2-5.  

Little Kid Dance Parties 
will happen on Tuesdays, 
Oct. 13 and 27 at 10:30 a.m. 
Little ones ages 0-5 are invit-
ed to move and groove with 
their caregivers. Older kids 
are welcome. If the weather’s 
nice we’ll be outside on the 
library’s back patio.

Homeschool Book Club 
will meet on Wednesday, Oct. 
14 at 11 a.m. to discuss a 
book and do an activity based 
on that book. Homeschooling 
families with kids of all ages 
are welcome. See the Kids 
Room to borrow a copy of 
this month’s book.

The library will host 
a Crafternoon for kids on 
Thursday, Oct. 15 from 3 to 4 
p.m. Come by the library for 
a fun craft! No registration re-
quired. Suitable for all ages, 
but younger friends may need 
a grown up to help. 

Build with LEGO on 
Wednesday, Oct. 21 at 6 p.m. 
Bring your creativity and 
hang out with our big pile of 
bricks. Best for ages 6 and up.

Kids, teens and families 
are invited to a Halloween 
Party on Thursday, Oct. 22 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. Come en-
joy some games and activities 
to celebrate the season. Cos-
tumes are encouraged, but not 
required. 

Sewing Club will meet 
on Wednesday, Oct. 28 at 3:30 
p.m. Learn and practice basic 
sewing skills by making fun 
projects. Great for ages 6 and 
up. Teens welcome! If you are 
not familiar with using a nee-
dle and thread, bring an adult 

to help. October’s project will 
be Design Your Own Ghost!

Teens
Teens in middle and high 

school can participate in our 
new Craft Club, hosted twice 
per month after school at 3 
p.m.! Each meeting will fea-
ture a different, exciting craft! 
For the month of October, a 
Fire Tile craft will happen 
Wednesday the 7th, and we’ll 
be making fall themed bud-
dies out of pipe cleaners on 
Wednesday the 21st.

Fans of comics and man-
ga are encouraged to stop by 
on Tuesday, Oct. 27 at 6:30 
p.m. for our new Bring Your 
Own Comic (B.Y.O.C.) Club! 
It’s like a book club, except 
you get to read whatever you 
want! Share your thoughts 
about whatever comic you’re 
currently reading, discover 
new stories from fellow fans, 
get to hear about new addi-
tions to the library’s collec-
tion, and more!

Swing by the TeenSpace 
on Saturday, Oct. 24 from 

1 to 3 p.m. and enjoy some 
awesome PC gaming with a 
selection of indie titles! We’re 
currently testing the Ludolio 
platform, from the Univer-
sity of Sydney in Australia, 
which hopes to bring digital 
PC game access to public li-
braries in the coming years. 
Try different titles, provide 
feedback, and get a glimpse 
at what the future may hold.

Visit our website www.
chicopeepubliclibrary.org. for 
more info about all of the li-
brary’s events.

Church holds 
tag sale Sept. 26

CHICOPEE - Holy 
Mother of the Rosary Nation-
al Catholic Church will hold 
a tag sale on Friday, Sept. 25 
and Saturday, Sept. 26 from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Church 
Hall, 20 Bell Street. 

There will be clothing, 
jewelry, toys, books, puzzles, 
kitchen and dining products, 
collectibles and more. 

Lunch, baked goods and 
snacks will bar available for 
purchase to eat in or take 
out.
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in my

By Ellenor Downer

OPINION

WE CARE ABOUT 
YOUR NEWS!
The Chicopee Register 

welcomes submissions 
of news in or related to 

Chicopee and its residents. 
Our "People News," is filled 
with submitted engagement 
announcements, wedding 

announcements, birth 
announcements, your new 
baby or news about your 
25th or 50th anniversary 

celebrations. Please e-mail 
correspondence along with a 
photo to chicopeeregister@

turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,

c/o Turley Publications, 
24 Water Street,

Palmer, MA 01069.

Chicopee Register
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Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com
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Wendy Delcamp
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Fax  (413) 289-1977. 

WEB
chicopeeregister.
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PHONE
(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

Letters to the 
Editor

Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length. No 

unsigned or anonymous opinions will 
be published. We require letter writers 
to include his or her town of residence 

and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication.  We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed  to be libelous or contain  

unsubstantiated allegations,  personal 
attacks, defamation of  character and 
offensive language.  All unknown or 
alleged facts and  quotations offered 
by the author need to cite credible, 

unbiased sources. 

Send letters to:
The Chicopee Register, 

24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069

or email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.

The deadline for
submissions is Tuesday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues 
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be 
received by noon Monday to be considered for 
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters 
will be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be printed. 
If the volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, or if 
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative 
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 
413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as 
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order 
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact 
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.

Sandhill crane
Someone reported 

hearing as sandhill crane 
calling in New Braintree, 
but did not see it. Recent-
ly, someone saw a pair of 
sandhill cranes in a field 
on Pleasant Street in Barre. 
The cranes stayed about a 
week and then left.

Sandhill Cranes are 
large birds that live in open 
habitats, so they’re fairly 
easy to spot. They are gray 
overall, have red foreheads, 
white cheeks, a long dark 
bill and dark legs.

Immature birds have 
reddish-brown upper parts 
and gray underparts and 
lack the red foreheads. This 
makes it easy to pick out 
the parents from the young-
sters even when they are the 
same height. 

Sandhill cranes make 
a loud trumpeting call that 
can be heard for long dis-
tances. They are mainly 
herbivores, but feed on 
other foods depending on 
availability. They will feed 
on berries, small mammals, 
insects, snails, reptiles and 
amphibians.

These cranes raise one 
brood per year. The female 
lays one to three brownish 
eggs. Both sexes build the 
nest using plant material 
and both incubate and feed 
the young.

In summer cranes are 
often seen in small bogs, 
marshes and prairies across 
northern North America 
and the southeastern United 
States. In winter they form 
immense flocks in places 
like Bosque del Apache, 
New Mexico and Anahuac 
National Wildlife Refuge, 
Texas. 

Sandhill crane’s call is 
a loud, rolling, trumpeting 
sound whose unique tone is 
a product of anatomy. They 
have long tracheas that coil 
into the sternum and help 
the sound develop a lower 
pitch and harmonics that 
add richness.

Sandhill cranes are 
also known for their danc-
ing skills. Courting cranes 
stretch their wings, pump 
their heads, bow, and leap 
into the air in a graceful and 
energetic dance.

Many years ago, a 
Barre resident saw a pair 
dancing in a field. He said it 
was a “sight to behold.”

Although some start 
breeding at two years of 
age, Sandhill cranes may 
reach the age of seven be-

fore breeding. 
They mate for 
life, which can 
mean two decades 
or more and stay 
with their mates 
year-round. Juve-
niles stick close 
by their parents 
for nine or ten 
months after 
hatching.

S a n d h i l l 
crane chicks can 
leave the nest 
within 8 hours of 
hatching and are 
even capable of 
swimming.

The oldest 
sandhill crane 
on record was at 
least 37 years, 

3 months old. Originally 
banded in Florida in 1982, 
it was found in Wisconsin 
in 2019.

Scarcity of birds
I received an email 

from a woman who lives on 
Lake Lashaway.

She said, “Since Sun-
day,  Aug. 30,  they had 
most days without birds...
any type, large or small at 
our feeders or just in the 
shrubs or anywhere. All 
my neighbors have noticed 
their feeders are full too.”  
One neighbor said he has 
seen a falcon. She wonders 
if the falcon has anything to 
do with the lack of birds.

Several people at the 
Oakham Senior Center re-
ported, they see only a few 
birds and the feeders remain 
full of seeds.

Massachusetts Audubon 
sighting

This report to the Mas-
sachusetts Audubon So-
ciety supports the lack of 
birds. Someone stated, “On 
Sept. 11 we  birded around 
Hardwick and on Sept. 12 
we birded around Warren. 
Both days were very poor 
for passerine migration.” 
They also stated, “On both 
days we only saw 1 spe-
cies of warbler: common 
yellowthroat. In general, 
song birds were in very low 
numbers and poor variety. 
And we went to spots that 
had proven good for mi-
grants in years past. We re-
ally worked hard to turn up 
migrant warblers, and it just 
was not happening, at least 
where we were.” 

Migrating hawks
The Massachusetts 

Audubon Society listed  
migrating hawks spotted 
on Friday, Sept. 11 at Mt. 
Watatic in Ashburnham. 
They included 3 osprey, 
seven bald eagles, ten 
sharp-shinned hawks, 131 
broad-winged hawks and 
one merlin.	     

Canada geese
On Friday, Sept. 4, I 

saw a large flock of over fif-
ty Canada geese in a field in 
Spencer. On the same day, 
I also saw a small flock of 
wild turkeys and about six 
Canada geese in field in 
Barre.

People may report a 
bird sighting by emailing 
edowner@turley.com or 
calling or texting 774-262-
5882.

Raised beds? 
Why not!

I have to say that today I 
am having a hard time think-
ing of something to write 
about.  

As I scan my mind of all 
the seasonal gardening top-
ics, I come up blank. Winter 
squash? Done it. Mums? Dit-
to. Seed saving. Yup.  

So, on this rainy Sunday, 
I give you all the luck of the 
draw. I will grab a gardening 
book off of my shelf, twirl the 
pages, and where my finger 
lands, I will expound on the 
subject.  It may not be autum-
nal, but it will be interesting, I 
guarantee that.  

Here we go…
The book I grabbed from 

the shelf was “The Dirt Cheap 
Green Thumb,” by Rhonda 
Massingham Hart.  My finger 
landed on page 189, with the 
heading “Raise Your Beds, 
Not Your Expenses.”  

I have some experience 
with raised beds. In my home 
garden I have four rock-edged 
beds. Prior to that I had beds 
edged in pine slabs.  

My friend uses hemlock 
edged beds and is happy with 
them. I envy how neat and or-
derly they are. Another friend 
is using galvanized metal 
beds this year. They seem to 
be all the rage.  

Her tomatoes and pep-
pers continue to produce 
like gangbusters even late in 
the season. She has just got-
ten back into gardening after 
a two year hiatus and I am 
proud of her and happy she 
has been so successful.

Let’s begin our chat with 
some of the advantages of 
raised bed gardening.  

The first one that comes 
to mind is that you can be se-
lective about the soil you fill 
it with. I’ve enjoyed using the 
Coast of Maine Raised Bed 
Mix.  

Blending loam and aged 
manure or compost at a 2 to 
1 ratio is another option. Ad-
ditionally, raised beds make it 
easy to concentrate fertilizers 
where they are needed.  

In large garden plots we 
often broadcast fertilizers and 
other amendments through-
out the bed. Some inevitably 
gets wasted in walkways or 
around hills of plants.  

Raised beds can be con-
structed to suit your needs. 
I wanted to be able to reach 
into the middle of my beds 
from either side, so they are 
about four feet wide.  

Some gardeners con-
struct them 36 inches wide so 

there is less of a stretch.  
In my four beds, I have 

a pretty good crop rotation 
system going. Each crop does 
a slide to the next bed each 
year. That way it is four years 
before onions are grown in 
the same space.  

Another interesting thing 
I have set up is that onions, 
for example, follow melons 
in my rotation. I grow the 
melons on black plastic. All 
season long the black plastic 
is limiting weeds from germi-
nating, so that hopefully next 
year, the onions, who hate 
weeds, will see less weed 
pressure.  

Raised beds warm up 
quicker in the spring, and 
stay warmer later into the fall. 
Sometimes the edging materi-
al helps with that.  

My rock beds, for exam-
ple, hold heat. So does the 
metal to some degree. 

In mid spring, prior to 
the frost-free date, raised beds 
can be easily fitted with hoops 
on which plastic or polyester 
row covers can be draped to 
offer even more frost protec-
tion. They can also be cov-
ered with the black plastic I 
mentioned to grow crops like 
melons or peppers, who ap-
preciate the heat.

With raised beds you will 
likely never need your roto-
tiller. Beds can effortlessly 
be turned over by hand from 
either side. Typically, unless 
you walk all over them, the 

soil in the raised beds stays 
nice and friable, as well.  

If I need to get into my 
beds, say to separate crops, 
sometimes I will position 
a plank across the width of 
the bed, and step on that to 
disperse my weight, therefore 
avoiding compaction. Plants 
always grow better in loose 
soil.

I almost forgot the obvi-
ous! Raised beds are easier to 
work with. Beds are typically 
a foot or so tall, sometimes a 
bit taller.  

Bring out a short stool to 
the garden and you can com-
fortably sit and work in the 
beds. No more long periods of 
stooping or crouching.  

Well, I hope you enjoyed 
reading this luck of the draw 
column as much as I did writ-
ing it! And if you haven’t gar-
dened in a couple of years, 
give raised beds a try and 
maybe you will be as fortunate 
as my friend, with six foot to-
mato plants still going strong 
at the end of September!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

SUBMITTED PHOTO BY DAWN RUDNANSKY

PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS
As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 

weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo-
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content.

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for The Chicopee Register, please email chicopeereg-
ister@turley.com.

NEWS & FEATURES
As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profi les, and community 

features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well 
as spot planning board, board of health, fi nance, and other town meetings determined by the 
issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we 
should always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate 
the fabric of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide 
funding for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news or community features for The Chicopee Register, please email 
chicopeeregister@turley.com.
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Vieau shared that he’s at-
tended awards ceremonies in 
the past that recognized DSPs 
“and what they do and the dif-
ferences that they make.”

“It’s so touching and 
moving to hear those stories 
and they truly are superheroes 
in my eyes and I think that’s 
the message to get out today,” 
Vieau said. 

Lois Nesci, CEO of the 
Gándara Center, explained 
how she knows “this is some-
thing that is very important in 
this community,” and noted 
the Caring Force Rally, which 
was held on Sept. 18.

“The Caring Force Rally 
is an initiative of the Provid-
ers Council, which is an as-
sociation in Massachusetts,” 
Nesci said. “It’s a great way 
to support our direct service 
professionals, to recognize 
that direct service staff de-
serve fair compensation that 
is commensurate with the 
work that they do, fair fund-

ing and the respect and recog-
nition that they deserve.”

She thanked Vieau for his 
support.

“You always show up 
for us. You don’t just come 
to a meeting or you just don’t 
come and raise a flag, but you 
do show up and support us, so 
thank you,” Nesci said. 

After reading the may-
or’s proclamation declaring it 
Direct Support Professionals 
Week in the city, Vieau pre-
sented it to the local DSPs in 
attendance.

Post-ceremony, Vieau 
shared that his mother was 
a direct support care profes-
sional for many years, work-
ing with the Vanguard Group. 
He hopes the flag raising 
brings more awareness to the 
DSPs, recognizing the work 
that they do and more support 
for pay parity.

“What she did is just help 
people with their everyday 
tasks. Those who are devel-
opmentally and intellectually 
disabled, helping them to get 

their groceries, helping them 
to do the daily tasks that you 
and I take for granted and 
that’s what it’s really about: 
how to pursue happiness 
and do things that bring joy 
to people,” Vieau said. “But 
also taking care of those 
mundane tasks of your bank-
ing, managing your check-
book, getting your groceries 
and doing all of those things 
every single day and mak-
ing people feel appreciated 
and getting them actively in-
volved in the community and 
that’s what it’s about. So, I 
think recognizing those peo-
ple who do that every single 
day, who are making a differ-
ence in individuals’ lives is 
very special.”

Nesci explained as an 
industry, “tens of thousands, 
if not, hundred thousands of 
lives each and every year” are 
served, calling receiving the 
mayor’s proclamation “very 
significant.”

“It makes a statement. 
It makes a statement of sup-

port and that we are working 
together, we’re united as one 
and so, the state, municipali-
ties, the nonprofits, all really 
work together to provide ser-
vices for the people that we 
serve,” Nesci said. 

Her message was this.
“We have lots of good 

people working in the com-
munity to support the lives of 
people so that we make a dif-
ference. We need to continue 
to appreciate them and know 
that the impact they make 
each and every day, not only 
with recognition, but also to 
continue to advocate for fair 

funding, respect and adequate 
compensation,” Nesci said. 

Vieau’s message empha-
sized the goal of indepen-
dence, noting the accomplish-
ments of the students in the 
Crossroads program, which 
supports 18-to 22-year-olds. 
A graduation event held this 
summer celebrated the stu-
dents’ accomplishments. 

“Helping people become 
more and more indepen-
dent every single day. Giv-
ing them confidence,” Vieau 
said. “Seeing these kids come 
out of their shell and realize, 

‘Hey, I can hold a job.’ ‘Hey, I 
can actually live independent-
ly on my own, and with just 
some direct support,’ and 
that’s what it’s about. People 
know that they can have an 
independent life and know 
that it’s not just letting them 
know. Letting the community 
know, let everyone know that 
independency isn’t something 
that’s given to everybody. 
Some people need help and 
guidance and this is providing 
that service for them through 
the nonprofit groups. They’re 
angels.” 

FLAG from page 1

The Caring Force flag blowing in the breeze ahead of the cere-
mony.

The lever is cranked to raise the flag.

Lois Nesci, CEO of the Gándara 
Center, reflects on the work of 
direct support professionals 
and their impact.

do we care about them, and 
take in this moment, and get 
to know each other, and have 
some fun, that’s what today is 
about,” Ayala said. “And we 
have tons of food, games, a 
bounce house, ice cream for 
the kids, along with handing 
out backpacks, as many head 
back to school soon, and so 
we’re just trying our best to 
provide and give back where 
we can.”

In addition to the bud-
ding excitement, Ayala shared 
that the event usually draws a 
bigger crowd. 

“At the moment I feel this 
year is a bit small, but I have 
a feeling it’s going to get big-
ger; We just need to wait, but 
you watch,” Ayala said. “Nor-
mally we get so many people 
that shut down the front office 
for three hours, and we spend 
time with them, and we also 
surprise our tenants for pass-

ing inspection with a $25 gift 
card, along with putting their 
names into a raffle for a big 
TV, so it’s a great way of cele-
brating and having some fun.” 

Touching upon the esti-
mated number of clients that 
VOC serves in Western Mass 
was Housing Director Marit-
za Rios. 

“So, we have about 265 
units, some of them are mar-
ket, and others are subsidized, 
and they are found throughout 
Chicopee and Holyoke, so we 
serve a lot of people and help 
where we can,” Rios said. 

Providing context into 
that branching conversation 
was Ayala, who shared this.

“We are known for 
providing food assistance 
through programs such as 
SNAP and WIC, while also 
providing education and 
childcare, along with helping 
the homeless with our shelter 
program and helping those in 

a tough spot when it comes to 
applying for housing, or any 
other objective they need to 
find a solution for, were here 

to help, and our door and 
phone is always available for 
our service,” Ayala said. 

She then revealed the 
non-profit has plenty of 
events throughout the year to 
look forward to. 

“Well, every year we 
partner up with the Salvation 
Army and do Christmas with 
Santa. The Salvation Army 
then drops off gifts to kids, 
and we then do snacks and 
cookies with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, so during that we will 
take pictures and post them 
on social media,” Ayala said. 
“It’s our way to show that we 
are here to help, and remind 
the community that low-af-
fordable options are still 
available, and we’re here to 
help.” 

The non-profit can be 
found on social media and has 
multiple offices throughout 
Hampden County and West-
ern Mass.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BRENDAN ROONEY 

A group photo to commemorate the celebration. 

This kid was all smiles as he 
showed off his balloon swords. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Mayor John Vieau reads the 
proclamation for Direct Sup-
port Professionals Week.

Chicopee Cultural Council FY2027
grants accepting apllications

CHICOPEE – Chicopee 
Cultural Council grants for 
FY2027 are now open.

The local Cultural 
Council grants aim to sup-
port projects, programs and 
events that promote arts, 
culture, music and creativity 
in our community, fostering 

a vibrant cultural scene that 
benefits residents and visi-
tors alike.

The application dead-
line is Oct. 16.

Apply at masscultural-
council.org/local-council/
chicopee. Contact us at cul-
ture@chicopeema.gov. 

Wiggles and Giggles program
CHICOPEE - Bring 

your little one to enjoy a 
class of music, movement, 
story time and play time 
with Music and Movement.

Ages 3 months to 18 
months. Siblings are wel-
come. Drop-in and No cost 
to families.

Fridays for 10 weeks 
10 to 11 a.m.: Sept. 18, 25, 
Oct. 2, 9,16, 23, 30, Nov. 6, 
13, 20

It is never too early to 

begin your child’s music ed-
ucation.

Where: OHANA Club-
house, 3 Sheridan St., Chi-
copee. For information with 
Mrs. Silvia Cell: 413-505-
9053 or e-mail: DurandS@
headstart.org.

Funded by the Coordi-
nated Family & Communi-
ty Engagement Grant from 
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education 
and Care.

Chicopee Parade Committee 
announces fall events

CHICOPEE – A  Golf 
Tournament will be held on 
Saturday October 3, 2026, at 
the Chicopee Country Club, 
1290 Burnett Rd., Chicop-
ee.   Fee is $120 per Golfer 
which includes 18 holes of 
golf with cart, lunch and din-
ner.   Cost is $440 per four-
some.   Dinner only tickets 
may be purchased for $40.   
There are also sponsorship 
opportunities available from 
$100 through $1000.   For 
more information or to reg-
ister, call 413-531-5161 or 
e-mail  ChicopeeSPCgolf@
gmail.com. 

Links to register for 
both of these events will 
be set up through zeffy and 
posted on the committee’s 
Facebook page at   https://

www.facebook.com/chicop-
eespc/.   More information 
will be posted as it becomes 
available.   Proceeds will 
support the Chicopee con-
tingent’s participation in the 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade. 

The St. Patrick’s Pa-
rade Committee of Chicopee 
strives to promote Irish pride 
and culture through its many 
events.  

For over 70 years, the 
committee has organized the 
annual Colleen Contest and 
Coronation Ball, construct-
ed the Colleen’s award-win-
ning float, and awarded 
scholarships to young wom-
en who plan to further their 
education at a college or uni-
versity. 

VOC from page 1
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annual Golf Tournament held 
last month.

“It’s super. One, we can’t 
do the work without the com-
munity support and also, it’s 
wonderful that the communi-
ty continues to keep showing 
up for our events,” Theroux 
said. 

She also reflected on her 
new role at the organization 
after succeeding Gina Kos, 
who retired earlier this year.

“It’s gone by super quick 
and, really, it’s been a lot of 
fun to meet and learn and 
get to know our clients, our 
staff, our supporters in the 
community, our donors, our 
community partners and it’s 
also been an opportunity to 
see what’s the next chapter 
will be for Sunshine Village,” 
Theroux said. “Because in 
2027, we will be celebrating 
our 60th anniversary. So, we 
certainly will be highlighting 
our growth over 60 years, but 
also then looking towards the 
next chapter of Sunshine Vil-
lage and the tremendous care 
we do as we serve over 400 
clients on a daily basis and 
we got over 230 staff coming 
in to work, so what that looks 
like, what that means to the 
community.”

Agawam Mayor Chris-
topher Johnson was happy 
to stop by and see everyone, 
including folks from Agawam 
and the smiles at the booths. 

“Obviously, they under-
stand how important Sun-
shine Village is and what a 
great job they do. Like I said, 

former Mayor Kos from Chi-
copee; his wife used to be 
the executive director and 
got involved when they were 
around,” Johnson said. “They 
have a facility over in Aga-
wam, so I go there. I try to 
play every year in their char-
ity Golf Tournament, so like 
I said, it’s fun to come and 
see the clients and see people 
enjoying themselves, having 
fun.”

Johnson also reflected on 
Direct Support Professionals 
Week, which recognizes those 
who support people with dis-
abilities, emphasizing the im-
portance of Sunshine Village 
and “seeing how much they 
help people, that’s what really 
matters.”

“They’re key. My wife is 
a social worker, she’s in the 

elder care area, but having or-
ganizations like Sunshine Vil-
lage to be able to help people 
that they help, otherwise they 
might fall through the cracks. 
They provide a tremendous 
boost to the quality of life,” 
Johnson said. “They come 
by city hall a couple times a 
year to visit us and will bring 
other, different clients in. 
They’re phenomenal to talk to 
and we just saw one that was 
at city hall a few months ago 
and she’s like, ‘Oh, the may-
or’s here!’ It’s great. It’s a lot 
of fun and like I said, I’m here 
to support Sunshine and all 
the residents and their clients 
and what they do and all the 
tremendous staff that provide 
the services.”

He encouraged everyone 
to continue supporting Sun-

shine Village whenever they 
have fundraiser events.

“They rely a lot on the 
funds that they raise privately 
to supplement what they get,” 
Johnson said. “It’s a great or-
ganization, so just trying to 
write them out a check when 
you can and support them 
by showing up to events like 
this.”

Theroux’s message was 
this.

“Thank you for showing 
up, thank you for coming, 
supporting us, having a good 
time, getting to learn a little 
bit about us and just realizing 
what individuals with disabil-
ities really can do, the joy that 
they bring to all of us,” Ther-
oux said.

LITTLE E from page 1

It wouldn’t be the Little E without the dunk tank.

The ring goes flying in this ring 
toss game.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

An attendee has fun with bubbles during the Third Annual Little E at Sunshine Village. 

A client poses for a photo with members of the Chicopee Fire Department.

Striking a pose with fun hats at the photobooth

Some waterslide fun on an inner tube at the Little E.

The Sunshine Slots in full swing.

The Just Go With It Band gets attendees dancing and rocking out.

From the left, Corinne Dumont Jackson, community relations manager at Sunshine Village, State 
Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow), Agawam Mayor Christopher Johnson and Michelle Theroux, presi-
dent and CEO of Sunshine Village, in a group photo.



September 25, 2026 Chicopee Register Page 7 

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

PALMER – Last Mon-
day afternoon at Palmer High 
School, Cassidy Pytel scored 
all four goals for the Pacers, 
but the Panthers came back 
and the two teams ended in 
a 4-4 tie. The Pacers had two 
other games last week. They 
were defeated by Drury 5-2 on 
the road, and came home last 
Thursday to defeat Greenfield 
8-0. Coming up, the Pacers 
are at Hopkins Academy at 4 
p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 29.

Ivette Burgos 
Vellon makes 
a pass back.

Louisa Stefanelli 
advances past 
midfield.

Pacers battle to 
draw with Palmer

Brianna 
Gregoire 
looks to clear 
the ball away.

Sarina Garcia nearly collides with an opponent.Ella Gendreau fights for possession. Melanie Sobieraj makes a quick pass.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – As 
a freshman member of the 
South Hadley girls’ varsity 
soccer team, Hannah Hae-
saert recorded her first career 
hat-trick during the Division 4 
state tournament. 

Haesaert accomplished 
the milestone for the second 
time in last year’s Western 
Mass. Class B quarterfinal 
match, which was a 4-0 shut-
out victory over Frontier Re-
gional. 

The junior forward didn’t 
have to wait until the postsea-
son tournament to record an-
other hat-trick. 

After scoring two first 
half goals, Haesaert netted a 
breakaway goal in the middle 
of the second half, as the Lady 
Tigers cruised to a 9-0 home 
victory over Kurty/Field-
ing Division rival Chicopee 
Comp, last Tuesday afternoon 
(Sept.15).

“This is my third year 
playing for the varsity soccer 
team and it’s my third hat-
trick,” said Haesaert, who has 
scored a total of 25 goals as 

a varsity soccer player. “I’m 
hoping to get a few more hat-
tricks this season. My team-
mates have been very support-
ive of me.”

While the shutout victo-
ry improved the Lady Tigers 
overall season record to 2-1, 
they had only scored one goal 
in their first two regular season 

matches.
“We just needed to fix 

some things offensively,” 
Haesaert added. “We’ve been 
working very hard and it feels 
very good to finally score 
some goals.”  

The Lady Colts (0-3) 
didn’t score a goal in their first 
three games. They also haven’t 

defeated the Lady Tigers on 
the soccer pitch in more than 
seven years.

Haesaert assisted on the 
Lady Tigers first goal of the 
contest. 

 Comp takes tough loss at South Hadley

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Bailey Neuhauser tries to get 
momentum going up the field.

Pacers fall to 0-2

WESTFIELD –  West-
field State University foot-
ball rolled up 463 yards of 
offense and got a pair of 
long TD receptions from 
electric first-year receiver 
Malachi Hymes (E. Hart-
ford, Conn./East Hartford) 
as the Owls downed Dean 
College, 26-8 at Alumni 
Field on Westfield State’s 
Family and Champions 
Weekend.

Westfield improves its 
record to 1-2 overall and 1-1 
in the Massachusetts State 
Collegiate Athletic Confer-
ence, while Dean is now 0-3 
and 0-2 MASCAC.

Hymes finished with 
four catches for 166 yards 
and touchdowns of 61 and 
46 yards.   His day could 
have been bigger as a re-
verse that looked like a 89- 
yard score was called back 
by a penalty, and later he 
stepped out of bounds while 
avoiding a tackle on 53-
yard reception that initially 
looked like a 73-yard score.

Westfield opened the 
scoring with a 1-yard TD 
plunge from QB Quinn 
Sumner (Dayville, Conn./
Killingly), who finished 
6-11 passing for 180 yards 
and the two TD tosses to 
Hymes.

Hymes caught a go 
route down the left side for 
the 61 yarder, out sprinting 
the full defense, then out-
leaped his defender around 
the five-yard line to with the 
ball on the 46-yard grab be-

fore waltzing into the end-
zone.

Westfield set up the 
big passing plays with the 
run as sophomore fullback 
Manny Mengata (Tewks-
bury, Mass.) battered the 
Bulldogs for 136 yards on 
18 carries, and Cole Ingham 
(Agawam, Mass.) added 69 
yards on five carries.

Westfield senior PK 
Andrew Currier (Attleboro, 
Mass./Foxboro HS) booted 
a pair of 33-yard field goals 
and a pair of extra points to 
account for the final score.

Dean’s lone TD of the 
game came midway through 
the second quarter on a 12-
yard touchdown pass from 
Chris Donahue to Yasir Mo-
ses.     The Bulldogs tried to 
feature a short passing at-
tack with Donahue connect-
ing on 32 of 45 attempts for 
186 yards with one TD and 
one INT.   His longest com-
pletion of the day went for 
12 yards.

The Bulldogs totaled 
just 33 yards rushing.   Tay 
Scholtz finished with nine 
catches for 75 yards and 
seven catches for 62 yards.

Westfield’s defense 
bent but rarely broke, al-
lowing 219 total yards on 
the day.   The Owls sacked 
Donohue eight times for a 
loss of 61 yards.  

LB Aydan Verba (Al-
bany, NY/Colonie Central) 
led the Owls with eight 

CHICOPEE – The Chi-
copee High School football 
team has started out with 
two losses to open the sea-
son. On Friday, Sept. 11, the 
Pacers fell at home against 
Greenfield High School 24-
12.

In Week 2, last Friday 
evening, the Pacers went to 
Easthampton High School 
and were unable to mount 
enough offense to overcome 

the Eagles, falling 36-14.
The Pacers actually 

have a bye in Week 3 and 
will not be playing this 
week. But they will be 
back in action coming up 
on Saturday, Oct. 3 at 1 
p.m. at Szot Park, looking 
for their first win of the 
2026 regular season. It is 
the first conference game 
for Chicopee, who will be 
hosting SICS.

Owls football gets first win

Goalie Annie Dulong 
punts the ball away.

See OWLS page 8

See COMP page 8

Natalia Tarka sends a ball toward the South Hadley goal.

Shanea Fisher chases down the loose ball.
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Dr. Ana Serrenho is the owner of POP Orthodontics, located in Post Office Park in Wilbraham. Dr. Ana is a Wilbraham resident and grew up in Ludlow. She completed her dental training and orthodontic residency at Boston University. In addition to her private practice, she is a faculty member at NYU Langone, where she teaches pediatric dental residents. She has been recognized by the Massachusetts Dental Society and the Massachusetts Association of Orthodontists.
POP Orthodontics recently celebrated its first anniversary, and our team looks forward to continuing our mission of providing convenient, comfortable and conservative treatment.  We offer both traditional braces and Invisalign, as well as interceptive treatments such as expanders. We use the latest in dental technology and offer daytime and evening appointments. We are excited to be able to provide a locally-owned option for orthodontic care to the community! 

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570www.mypoportho.com

Wilbraham Times
https://qrfy.io/r/Ub7gCaGmEU

Book 
Your

Consult 
Today!

5.25" x 9" ad

tackles and 2.5 sacks.   Tedi 
Hunt (Littleton, Mass.) 
made eight stops and had 2.5 
TFLs. Eight different play-
ers had a hand in the sack 
column.   First-year Caedan 
Burns (N. Grafton, Mass.) 
picked off the Bulldogs 

late to help seal the win. 
Colin Brady and Herman 
Esquivel Menzdez led the 
Bulldogs with eight stops 
each.

Westfield State will trav-
el to Worcester State for a 
conference matchup next Sat-
urday, Sept. 26 with a 1 p.m. 
kickoff at Alumni Field.

OWLS from page 7

After receiving a pass 
from Haesaert, senior Mikay-
la Weaver bounced a shot past 
Comp junior goalie Annie Du-
long (10 saves) into the left 
corner of the net. It was Weav-
er’s first goal of the season.

Then Haesaert scored a 
pair of goals in a span of five 
minutes.

“I thought Hannah played 
very well in today’s game,” 
said South Hadley first-year 
head coach Molly Foley. “I’m 
hoping that she’s one of our 
leading goal scorers this sea-
son.”

Both of Haesaert’s first 
half goals were assisted by ju-
nior Kelcey Zraunig.

The Lady Tigers had 
several other scoring chances 
during the final ten minutes of 
the first half, but the score was 
3-0 at halftime.

Zraunig added her name 
to the scoring column with a 
goal four minutes into the sec-
ond half, which was assisted 
by senior Cara Dean.

One of the few things that 
the Comp faithful supporters 
had to cheer for was a free 
kick taken from junior Kelsey 
Morrissette. Her line-drive 
shot taken from the top of the 
box was saved by junior goal-
ie Olivia Athas (2 saves), who 
posted her second consecutive 
shutout.

Haesaert capped off her 
memorable afternoon with an 
unassisted breakaway goal in-
creasing the Lady Tigers lead 
to 5-0.

“I really wanted to get an-
other hat-trick,” Haesaert said. 
“I just relaxed on the break-
away and put a shot past the 
goalie.”

A couple of minutes lat-
er, sophomore Regan Masse 
scored on a header following a 
corner kick.

Sophomore Violet Caril-
lon, whose older brothers were 
outstanding athletes at South 
Hadley High School, was giv-
en the assist.

Five days earlier, Masse 
scored her team’s only goal in 
a 1-0 victory at Agawam.

The Lady Tigers final 
three goals were scored by 
freshman Adalyn Weaver, 
freshman Cadee Killian, and 
Athas, who was replaced in 
goal by Dean. 

While Athas has four as-
sists as a varsity player, it was 
her first varsity goal.”

Adalyn Weaver and Kil-
lian also scored their first var-
sity goals.

“It was very special to see 
Adalyn and Cadee score their 
first varsity goals. It’s some-
thing they’ll always remem-
ber,” Foley said. “I’m also very 
glad that we had several other 
goal scorers.”

Foley, who played soccer 
at Palmer High School, netted 
her first varsity goal in a game 
at Springfield Central as an 
eighth grader.

Prior to becoming an as-
sistant varsity coach at South 
Hadley a year ago, Foley was 
the Lady Colts varsity coach 
for two seasons.

“A couple of the players 
that I coached are still playing 
for Comp,” Foley said. “Those 
kids always work very hard.”

While South Hadley end-
ed last week with a scoreless 
draw against Northampton, the 
Chicopee Comp players cele-
brated a 3-2 victory over West 
Springfield at Ash Park in Chi-
copee, last Friday afternoon. 

COMP from page 7

Layla Harnum takes a goal kick for the Colts.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Kendall Knotts is pressured by a South Hadley midfielder.

Chicopee High and Chicopee Comp artists set to 
showcase talent at Cross-District Exhibition

CHICOPEE – The Cen-
ter Alternative Cooperative 
is proud to announce the 
upcoming Cross-District Art 
Exhibition, a collaborative 
showcase celebrating the 
creativity and technical mas-
tery of student artists from 
Chicopee High School and 
Chicopee Comprehensive 
High School. The exhibition 
will feature a diverse col-
lection of paintings, sculp-
tures, photography, and 
mixed-media pieces inside 
The Gallery at The Center 
Alternative Cooperative.

This juried event unites 
young creatives from both 
of Chicopee’s high schools, 
providing students with a 
professional platform to 
share their unique visu-
al voices. Submissions are 
currently open to students, 
with an upcoming deadline 
of Sept. 25. To encourage 
future creative pursuits, all 
participating students will 

receive a formal letter of 
participation to support their 
college or art school appli-
cations, and top entries will 
receive official recognition 
in various categories, such 
as, People’s Choice, Best in 
Show, Artistic Expression, 
Technique Skills.

“This exhibition is a 
powerful testament to the 
vitality of arts education in 
our Chicopee schools,” said 
Carrie Desmarais, organizer 
at The Center Alternative 
Cooperative. “Bringing Chi-
copee High and Comp to-
gether allows our communi-
ty to witness the incredible 
depth of talent, dedication, 
and perspective that our lo-
cal youth bring to the gal-
lery.”

The public is invited to 
attend the Opening Recep-
tion on Saturday, October 
3, 2026, from 1to 3 p.m. 
which will feature opening 
remarks and an opportunity 

to view and vote in the Peo-
ple’s Choice category for 
the juried selections. The 
full exhibition will remain 
on display through Novem-
ber 2026.

Admission to the ex-
hibition gallery is free and 
open to all ages. For more in-
formation regarding gallery 
hours, submission guide-
lines, or parking details, 
please email wtpthecenter@
gmail.com or follow updates 
on social media.

Quick Event Facts
What: Cross-District 

Student Art Exhibition (fea-
turing Chicopee High & 
Chicopee Comp)

When: Opening Recep-
tion on Saturday, October 3, 
2026, from 1 to 3 p.m. (On 
display through November)

Where: The Gallery at 
The Center Alternative Co-
operative, 264 Exchange St, 
Chicopee, MA

Cost: Free admission
How to Sub-

mit Artwork & Win: 
All Chicopee High and Chi-
copee Comp students are 
encouraged to enter their 
work new or older, regard-
less of artistic medium.

Deadline: All entries 
must be submitted by Fri-
day, Sept. 25.

Prizes & Awards: Top 
juried entries will win offi-
cial awards and one of three 
Guild Art Supply gift cards 
to help fund their future cre-
ative projects!

Future Benefits: Every 
applicant receives a formal 
letter of participation-a fan-
tastic addition to portfolios 
for college or art school ap-
plications.

How to Enter: For the 
digital submission form 
and guidelines, students 
and parents should email 
wtpthecenter@gmail.com 
as soon as possible.

RiverMills Senior Center News
Massage Therapist Needed

CHICOPEE – The 
Council on Aging is look-
ing for a Massage Therapist 
to offer monthly chair mas-
sages to our members. You 
must be a licensed massage 
therapist to provide these 
services. If you are interest-
ed or know of anyone who 
may be interested in this, 
please reach out to Program 
Coordinator Casey Conroy 
at 413-534-3698 ext 118. 

Memory Connections 

CHICOPEE – The 
Chicopee Council on Ag-
ing continues to offer the 
support group “Memory 
Connections” on the first 

Wednesday of every month 
from 3 to 5 p.m. at Chicop-
ee Council on Aging’s Riv-
erMills Center, located at 5 
W. Main Street.

Memory Connections 
is a program that serves 
caregivers of people with 
Dementia and their loved 
ones living with Dementia. 
Caregivers will participate 
in a program led by Lau-
ra Lavoie, president and 
founder of Our Dementia 
Life. During this time, their 
loved ones who have De-
mentia will spend time in 
an activity supervised by 
trained facilitators. These 
activities with range from 
crafts, a walk, music, etc. 

At 4 p.m., everyone will 
join together for an early 
dinner. You must register 
in advance by stopping by 
RiverMills center or by 
calling 534-3698.

Manicurist Needed

CHICOPEE – The 
Council on Aging is looking 
for a manicurist to provide 
monthly manicure services 
to our members. You must be 
a licensed nail technician to 
provide these services.

 If you are interested or 
know of anyone who may 
be interested in this, please 
reach out to Program Co-
ordinator Casey Conroy at 
413-534-3698 ext 118. 

All Makes & 
Models Car 
Show Oct. 3

CHICOPEE – The 
All Makes & Models Car 
Show takes place on Sat-
urday, Oct. 3, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Chicopee 
Moose Club at 244 Fuller 
Rd, Chicopee MA 01020.

Come on out and 
bring your classic to the 
annual All Makes & Mod-
els Car Show presented by 
the Corvette Club of West-
ern MA. Food, beverages, 
raffles, trophies and live 
music provided by The 
Blue Groove Band. $20 
car entry fee and Specta-
tors are Free.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Massachusetts Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. 

HD26P1744GD 
In the interests of 

Zaedyn Armani Batista
of Chicopee, MA 

Minor
NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time : 

A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of a 
Minor filed on 08/14/2026 by

E v e l y n  M o n t a l v o  o f 
Chicopee, MA

Ja n a l i z  L e b re a u l t  o f 
Springfield, MA 

will be held 10/29/2026 
08:30AM Guardianship of 
Minor Hearing.  Located: 
Hampden Probate & Family 
Court, 50 State Street, 4th 
Floor, Springfield, MA 01103.

2. Response to Petition: You 
may respond by filing a written 
response to the Petition or by 
appearing in person at the hear-
ing. If you choose to file a writ-
ten response, you need to: 1. File 
the original with the Court and 2. 
Mail a copy to all interested par-
ties at least five (5) business days 
before the hearing.

3. Presence of the Minor at 
Hearing: A minor over age 14 
has the right to be present at any 
hearing, unless the Court finds 
that it is not in the minor’s best 
interests.

4. Counsel for the Minor: 
The minor (or an adult on behalf 
of the minor) has the right to 
request that counsel be appointed 
for the minor.

5. Counsel for Parents: If 
you are a parent of the minor 
child who is the subject of this 
proceeding you have a right to 
be represented by an attorney. If 
you want an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and if you 
give proof that you are indigent, 
an attorney will be assigned to 
you. Your request for an attor-
ney should be made immediately 
by filling out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel form 
(MPC 263). Submit the applica-
tion form in person or by mail 
at the court location where your 
case is going to be heard.

T H I S  I S  A  L E G A L 
NOTICE: An important court 
proceeding that may affect your 
rights has been scheduled. If you 
do not understand this notice or 
other court papers, please contact 
an attorney for legal advice.
Date: September 17, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/25/2026 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD26P1952EA

Estate of: 
Raymond Joseph Blais

Date of Death: 07/20/2012 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and Lim-

ited Formal Testacy and/or 
Appointment has been filed by 
Debbie L Cote of Granby, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Debbie L Cote of Granby, MA  
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 10/16/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the Per-
sonal Representative and may 
petition the Court in any mat-
ter relating to the estate, includ-
ing the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 11, 2026   

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

09/25/2026

Chicopee Electric Light
725 Front Street

Chicopee, MA  01020
INVITATION FOR BID

CEL BID #26-0530
The Chicopee Municipal 

Lighting Plant, a/k/a Chicopee 
Electric Light (“CEL”) invites 
bids from qualified bidders for 
a contractor to provide EXCA-
VATION/CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES  as described in BID-
26-0530. The successful bidder 
will be awarded a One (1) year 
contract. CEL shall have the op-
tion to grant the successful bidder 
an extension for up to two (2) 
additional one (1) year periods. 
Evaluation for extension of the 
contract will be done yearly pri-
or to the end of the contract and 
prior to the end of any contract 
extension, but in no case shall the 
contract exceed three (3) years 
in total. Prices shall remain firm 
during the contract term and for 
any extension and the conditions 
of the contract shall remain the 
same.

Specifications may be obtained 
at Chicopee Electric Light, locat-
ed at 725 Front Street, Chicopee, 
MA 01020, Monday through Fri-
day, 8 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.

All questions or requests for 
clarification regarding this BID 
should be made in writing to the 
attention of Natalie A. Colberg 
with the Bid #26-0530 in the sub-
ject line.

Each proposal shall be accom-
panied by a certified or cashier’s 
check payable to the order of 
Chicopee Electric Light for a 
sum not less than 5% of the of 
the bid price.  In lieu of a check, 
a bid bond may be submitted in 
an amount not less than 5% of the 
bid price. Checks, if submitted, 
will be returned to the unsuccess-
ful bidders after the award of the 
order.

A payment bond in an amount 
equal to 50 percent of the total 
amount of the bid with a surety 
company qualified to do business 
in the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts will be required for the 
payment under the contract for 
labor and materials.

All bids for this project are sub-
ject to applicable bidding laws of 
Massachusetts, including M.G.L. 
c. 149, §§ 44A-H and M.G.L c. 
30, § 39M.  

Attention is directed to the 
minimum wage rates to be paid 
as determined by the Department 
of Labor Standards under the 
provisions of M.G.L. c. 149, §§ 
26-27D.

All proposals must be submit-
ted in duplicate form, sealed and 
marked on the outside “CEL BID 
#26-0530” and be received at the 
office of Chicopee Electric Light 
(CEL), Attn. Natalie A. Colberg, 
725 Front Street, Chicopee, MA  
01020, no later than 10:00 AM. 
on October 22, 2026, at which 
time and place they will be pub-
licly opened.

CEL reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids, to waive infor-
malities and minor irregularities 
in bids received, if it is deemed to 
be in the best interest of the CEL 
to do so.

Natalie A. Colberg,
Business Manager

09/25/2026

INVITATION FOR BID
CHICOPEE 

ELECTRIC LIGHT
725 FRONT STREET, 

CHICOPEE, MA 01020
BID NO.  CEL #40

ISSUE DATE:  
SEPTEMBER 18, 2026 

Sealed proposals are being 
accepted for: “SURPLUS DIS-
TRIBUTION POLEMOUNT 
& PADMOUNT TRANS-
FORMERS FOR SALE”.

Inquiry forms may be picked 
up at the business office located 
at 725 Front Street, Chicopee, 
MA  01020, between the hours of 

10:00 AM and 3:00 PM, Monday 
through Friday.  It is the intent of 
Chicopee Electric Light to award 
by Lump Sum. 

BID OPENING DATE, TIME 
AND LOCATION: Thursday, 
October 8, 2026 at 10:00 AM. 
at Chicopee Electric Light, 725 
Front Street, Chicopee, MA 
01020-1778.

BIDS WILL ONLY BE AC-
CEPTED IN DUPLICATE, 
SEALED IN AN ENVELOPE, 
CLEARLY MARKED WITH 
THE INQUIRY NUMBER 
AND TITLE. Proposals must 
be returned on or before the time 
specified.  Postmarks will not be 
accepted.  Bids will be received 
at the business office or by mail 
at Chicopee Electric Light, 725 
Front Street, Chicopee, MA  
01020.  

The Department reserves the 
right to reject any or all propos-
als, or to accept any proposal that 
in the opinion of the Municipal 
Light Board, is in the best interest 
of Chicopee Electric Light.

Is your firm a: MBE WBE 
(please circle) MBE/WBE firms 
must be currently certified by the 
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts.
INQUIRY NUMBER: CEL 
#40		
TITLE: “SURPLUS DISTRI-
BUTION POLEMOUNT & 
PADMOUNT TRANSFORM-
ERS FOR SALE”

Natalie Colberg
Business Manager

09/25/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on October 2nd, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles.

2020 Toyota Sienna 
VIN: 5TDXZ3DC1LS043032
Wenrui Wu
12 Woodland Rd.
Westfield, MA 01085

2015 Kia Optima 
VIN: 5XXGM4A73FG354947
8 Mile Detailing LLC
23 Birch Rd.
Swanzey, NH 03446	

2021 Honeystar 50 Moped
VIN: L5YACBBMON1105039
Catherine Blake
28 Forrester St.
Newburyport, MA 01950	

2010 Mazda Cx-7 
VIN: JM3ER4WL7A0311955
Amanda Francis
16 Olivine St., Apt. 2
Chicopee, MA 01013	

2015 Ford Fusion 
VIN: 3FA6P0H70FR108091
Steve Autar
109 Prospect St. #2
Schenectady, NY 12308

2007 Dodge Nitro 
VIN: 1D8GU28K57W650150
Jonathan Cruz
15 N Summer St., Apt. 1C
Holyoke, MA 01040	

2014 Utility Trailer Mfg Base 
VIN: 1UYVS2532EG833913
Best Way Logistics 1 Inc.
2701 Washington Blvd. #2
Bellwood, IL 60104	

2013 Subaru Impreza 
VIN: JF1GJAA63DG023912
Charles Obutu Obutu
463 Belmont Ave.
Springfield, MA 01108	

2014 Honda Insight 
VIN: JHMZE2H32ES003009
Scott Forest
133 Allyn St.
Holyoke, MA 01040	

2012 Scion TC 
vin: Jtkjf5c78c3026964
Tristan Bell
657 S Westfield St.
Feeding Hills, MA 01030	

E Bike 
Chepurin Yan
37 Cabot St.
Westfield, MA 01085	

2014 Volkswagen Passat 
VIN: 1VWAT7A35EC097079
Anthony Dekarski
242 Montgomery Rd.
Westfield, MA 01085	

2018 Ford Fusion 
VIN: 3FA6P0LU0JR193844
Dakota Shatto-Ravalli
408 Northampton Rd., Apt. 105 
Amherst, MA 01002	

2019 Moped 
VIN: L9NTCBAD101011264
Alexis Grres
2 Hiill Ave. 
Easthampton, MA 01027	

2012 Ford Focus 
VIN: 1FAHP3F27CL216557
Anibal Almonte 
80 Debra Drive
Chicopee, MA 01020	
09/18, 09/25, 10/02/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on October 9th, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles.

2004 Acura MDX
VIN: 2HNYD18824H549430
Stephanie Jackson
3 Laurel St., Apt. 1l
Holyoke, MA 01040	

2007 Isuzu NQR 
VIN: JALE5B16X77904380
Fast & Quality Moving Inc
8 Adair Rd., Apt. 2
Brighton, MA 02135	

2025 Fly Wing Taizho 
VIN: HZ2TCDM48S1008323
Miguel Angel De Jesus Martinez
220 Pearl St.
Springfield, MA 01105	

2010 Mazda Mazda 3 
VIN: JM1BL1S64A1314494
Pamela Dean
105 Union St.
Westfield, MA 01085	

2010 Hyundai Elantra 
VIN: KMHDC8AE0AU074574
Cassidy Day
1 Summer St., Apt. 1B
Easthampton, MA 01027	

2013 Subaru Impreza 
VIN: JF1GPAU63D2860876
Miguel Rodriguez
37 Lynwood Ave.
Holyoke, MA 01040	

2018 Audi Q7 
VIN: WA1LHAF73JD036883
Stephan Frank
121 Village St.
Bristol, CT 06010	

2021 Taizhou Rugby 11
VIN: L5YTCKAV9M1138977
Thomas Lavin
341 Huttleston Ave.
Fairhaven, MA 02719	

2013 Subaru Outback 
VIN: 4S4BRBAC3D3224916\
Solomon Reynolds
97 Hamlin St.
Manchester, CT 06040	

2006 Cheverolet Sivlerado 1500
VIN: 3GCEK14V76G181582
Jennifer Desreuisseau
519 E River St., Lot 38
Orange, MA 01364

2005 Honda Accord 
VIN: 1HGCM56405A005033
Richard Browning
224 Woodville Rd.
Asaway, RI 02804	

2020 Honda Accord 
VIN: 1HGCV1F37LA008344
Lexxiani Lopez
23 Wayland St., Apt. 2R	
Hartford, CT 06114	

2011 Bmw X3 
VIN: 5UXWX5C52BL714285
Xoshell Baez
251 Beacon Cir.
Springfield, MA 01119	

2010 Acura MDX 
VIN: 2HNYD2H6XAH506373
Carlos Villanueva Martinez
121 Pilgrim Ave.
Worcester, MA 01604	

2014 Honda Pilot 
VIN: 5FNYF4H4XEBD01211
Unknown
Unknown
9/25, 10/02, 10/09/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on September 
25th at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles.
2017 HONDA ACCORD 
1HGCR2F11HA141245
DONOVAN ANDREW MARSH
111 JEFFREY RD
SPRINGFIELD, MA 01119	

2011 HONDA CRV 
5J6RE4H52BL120958
JAMI MAHON 
28 ROSEMONT ST 
HARTFORD, CT 06120	

2005 HONDA ACCORD 
1HGCM56445A104535
1446 DWIGHT ST 
HOLYOKE, MA 01040	

2007 PACE AMERICAN 
TRAILER 
4FPFB10167G120660
MICHAEL DAN ABBOTT
1101 POWHATAN AVE
PORTSMOUTH VA 23707	

2024 TRANS PRO BSWR
LLPTGIHI7R1050061
UNKNOWN OWNER. 

2009 BMW 328XI
WBAWC33509P470086
EMMANUEL SMITH-MC-
NEILL
8 SIGOURNEY ST APT 1
WORCESTER, MA 01605	

2017 TOYOTA CAMRY 
4T1BF1FK0HU794861
EDWARD & JACQUELINE 
PROULX
112 WILLSON ST APT D
LUDLOW, MA 0105	

2015 SUBARU FORESTER
JF2SJADC2FH558492
393 BAY RD
BELCHERTOWN, MA 
01007	

2024 SUPERMACH MOPED 
HODTAEG41RX0805420
UNKOWN OWNER
09/11, 09/18, 09/25/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD25P1602EA 

Estate of: 
Kym L Peters 

Date of Death: 02/08/2025 
CITATION ON 

PETITION FOR 
ORDER OF COMPLETE 

SETTLEMENT
A Petition for Order of 

Complete Settlement has been 
filed by Kyla Daigneault of 
Chicopee, MA requesting that 
the court enter a formal Decree 
of Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a final 
account and other such relief as 
may be requested in the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 

your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
10/23/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

WITNESS, Hon.  Claudine 
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: September 09, 2026 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/25/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD26P1995EA

Estate of: 
John Michael Spiewak

Also known as: John Spiewak
Date of Death: 09/27/2025 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adju-

dication of Intestacy and Ap-
pointment of Personal Repre-
sentative has been filed by Eric 
J Spiewak of Chicopee, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Eric J Spiewak of Chicopee, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 10/15/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 16, 2026  

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

09/25/2026

More Legals on Page 9

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.
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MORTGAGEE’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution 

of the Power of Sale contained 
in a certain mortgage given by 
HUGO F. PONTES, to POLISH 
NATIONAL CREDIT UNION, 
dated September 28, 2022 and 
recorded with the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 24751, Page 111, of which 
mortgage the undersigned is the 
present holder, for breach of the 
conditions of said mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclosing, 
the same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 11:00 a.m., on the 
20th day of October, 2026, on 
the mortgaged premises believed 
to be known as 901 Front Street, 
Chicopee, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, all and singular 
the premises described in said 
Mortgage, to wit: 

“Property Address:  901 Front 
Street, Chicopee

The Land in Chicopee, Hamp-
den County, Massachusetts 
bounded and described as fol-
lows:

Beginning at a point on the 
westerly side of Front Street Six 
Hundred Forty-eight and 62/100 
(648.62) feet southerly from the 
point of intersection of the west-
erly side of Front Street with the 
southerly side of Grove Street at 
land of Peter Chlost et ux, and 
running thence 

WESTERLY along last named 
land One Hundred Seventy-four 
and 60/100 (174.60) feet to land 
of Boston & Maine Railroad 
Company, Lessee of the Con-
necticut River Railroad Compa-
ny; thence running 

SOUTHERLY along land of 
the Boston & Maine Railroad 
Company, Lessee of the Con-
necticut River Railroad Compa-
ny, to land of Stanley Siok, et ux; 
thence running 

EASTERLY along last named 
land One Hundred Forty-six and 
50/100 (146.50) feet, more or 
less, to the westerly side of Front 
Street; thence running 

NORTHERLY along the west-
erly side of said Front Street Six-
ty (60) feet to the point of begin-
ning. 

BEING the same premis-
es conveyed to the Mortgagors 
herein by deed of Francisco E. 
Santos, et ux, dated July 2, 2004 
and recorded as aforesaid in 
Book 14331, Page 450.”

The premises will be sold sub-
ject to any and all restrictions, 
easements, improvements, cov-
enants, outstanding tax titles, 
municipal or other public taxes, 
assessments, liens or claims in 
the nature of liens, and existing 
encumbrances of record superi-
or to the Mortgage, if any.  Said 
premises will also be sold subject 
to all leases and tenancies having 

priority over said Mortgage, to 
tenancies or occupation by per-
sons on the premises now and at 
the time of said auction which 
tenancies or occupation are sub-
ject to said Mortgage, to rights 
or claims in personal property 
installed by tenants or former 
tenants now located on the prem-
ises, also to all laws and ordi-
nances including, but not limited 
to, all building and zoning laws 
and ordinances.  It shall be the 
purchaser’s sole responsibility to 
ascertain all items described in 
this paragraph and no representa-
tions are made concerning com-
pliance with applicable zoning, 
building, sanitary or other state 
and/or municipal regulations.

TERMS OF SALE:  TEN 
THOUSAND AND 00/100 
($10,000.00) DOLLARS will be 
required to be paid in cash, or by 
certified or bank cashier’s check 
by the purchaser at the time and 

place of sale, said deposit to be 
increased to an amount equal to 
ten percent (10%) of the pur-
chase price, within five (5) busi-
ness days of the sale, to be paid 
in cash, or by certified or bank 
cashier’s check by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price 
in connection with the sale shall 
be paid in cash, or by certified 
or bank cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days of the date of 
the sale and the Deed transferred 
contemporaneously therewith.  A 
buyer’s premium equal to five 
percent (5%) of the successful 
bid will be paid by the successful 
bidder and incorporated within 
the purchase price.  The purchas-
er at the sale shall be required to 
sign a Memorandum of terms of 
sale containing the above terms at 
the Auction sale.  The purchaser 
will be responsible for all closing 
costs, Massachusetts deed excise 
stamps and all recording fees.

The sale may be postponed or 
adjourned from time to time, if 
necessary, by the attorney for the 
mortgagee at the scheduled time 
and place of sale.  The descrip-
tion for the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control in the 
event of a typographical error in 
this publication.

Other terms, if any, will be an-
nounced at the sale.

Polish National Credit Union, 
Present Holder of said Mort-

gage			 
By:	
/s/Jonathan C. Sapirstein
Jonathan C. Sapirstein

SAPIRSTEIN & SAPIRSTEIN, 
P.C.

1500 Main Street, Suite 2504
P.O. Box 15408

Springfield, MA 01115-5408
Tel.:  (413) 827-7500

Its Attorneys
Date:  August 31, 2026

09/11, 09/18, 09/25/2026

PUBLIC NOTICES

Furthermore, Benard 
raised serious questions 
about whether Healey had 
legitimate authority to pass 
a law that directly contra-
dicts federal statutes. 

According to Article 
VI, Clause 2 of the U.S. 
Constitution, federal law 
supersedes state law when 
the two conflict.  

“In contrary to what 
[Healey] says, under our 
federal immigration laws, 
she’s incorrect. In a situa-
tion like that, ICE or any 
other federal agent does 
not need to get a warrant 
from a judge,” Benard said. 
“I can even state what part 
of the Constitution that’s 
in. So, I don’t know if we 
have anything covering 
that, so I don’t know if we 
should be voting unless we 
have an answer to that.” 

Rebecca Bouchard, 
the district’s legal compli-
ance officer and attorney 
for the School Committee, 
explained that the mod-
el policy extends from the 

Massachusetts Association 
of School Committees and 
that the district is legally 
obligated to adapt it locally. 

“We’re not asking 
teachers to do anything 
in violation of the law,” 
Bouchard said. “The policy 
and the procedure will be to 
contact a building adminis-
trator, who will then speak 
with the law enforcement 
person, and we will verify 
their purpose and whether 
or not they have a lawful 
judicial warrant or judicial 
order. It’s just creating a 
process for managing this 
situation in the off-chance 
that it could occur.” 

Bouchard was offput by 
Benard’s remarks. 

She said, “first of all,” 
no one will be granted ac-
cess to a Chicopee school 
building unless they belong 
there and are credentialed. 

“So, if there’s someone 
in our building who’s not 
supposed to be in our build-
ing, we’re going to be deal-
ing with that,” Bouchard 
said. “If there’s someone in 
our building who’s not sup-
posed to be in our building, 

I’m not calling federal law 
enforcement.”

Bouchard said that the 
school resource officer and 
building administrators 
would be asked to handle 
the circumstance.

“I’m not waiting for 
someone else to come and 
solve that problem,” Bouch-
ard said. “The safety of our 
children is paramount. That 
is how we will respond, and 
that is how we currently re-
spond. This doesn’t change 
any of that.” 

Ultimately, Bouchard’s 
advocacy for adopting the 
PROTECT Act fell on deaf 
ears. 

Nevertheless, it is 
worth noting several 
School Committee mem-
bers were absent during 
last Wednesday’s meeting, 
and the item still received 
six of the eight votes it 
would have needed to 
pass.

As this topic is not like-
ly to disappear any time 
soon, it will be interesting 
to see how the discussion 
reappears before the School 
Committee moving forward. 
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Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help
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PROTECT ACT 
from page1

pacity of 340 students, occu-
py space behind the existing 
Szetela Early Childhood Cen-
ter and is tentatively on track 
to open in the fall of 2029.

Gardner also outlined 
two major cautions: First, 
while the current estimated 
total project budget is approx-
imately $106.7 million, final 
numbers won’t be official un-
til construction is complete—
and delaying the project by 
four years due to inflation 
could increase costs by $64 
million. 

Second, that if the proj-
ect fails to meet the required 
chamber vote threshold, re-
starting the MSBA process 
would delay completion by 9 
to 12 years and drive costs up 
further.

Gardner explained that 
the city has been navigating a 
lengthy state funding process 
to help offset these figures. 
While initial reports indicated 
that Chicopee might qualify 
for the highest eligible reim-
bursement rate of 80%, the 

MSBA ultimately approved 
a maximum reimbursement 
grant of approximately $57.6 
million after reviewing the 
project. 

This leaves the district 
share at about $49.1 million.

Addressing taxpayer 
concerns, Vieau stated that 
the city is well-equipped to 
handle the debt service and 
that the project wouldn’t 
place a heavy burden on res-
idents.

“Even though this is a 
very expensive project, I’m 
confident to say that the city 
of Chicopee can handle the 
debt service because some 
of our debt will be paid off 
in the next few years, allow-
ing capacity without putting 
a huge burden on taxpay-
ers, and with confidence, the 
bond council can confirm that 
we do not anticipate having to 
utilize an override to fund the 
project,” Vieau said.

While fiscal worries may 
be somewhat eased by those 
assurances, non-financial 
worries remain high. Local 
scrutiny has also come to the 
forefront as public concerns 

shape the conversation. 
Since the project’s in-

ception, many residents have 
voiced frustration over the 
Szetela site being chosen—
driven largely by Article 97 
constraints at the original 
Garrity Grove location—as 
well as concerns regard-
ing exhaust, air pollution 
and traffic from placing two 
schools on a single site.

Gardner acknowledged 
in his presentation that site 
traffic will increase; he noted 
that both the state and Chi-
copee have strict idling laws 
that local police can enforce 
to address these issues before 
they transpire. To address en-
vironmental and traffic con-
cerns, Gardner highlighted 
several mitigating measures, 
such as the city pursuing a 
$2.39 million grant to begin 
replacing existing buses with 
quieter, zero-emission elec-
tric buses. Additionally, the 
plan includes tree buffers de-
signed to absorb CO2, filter 
airborne pollutants, provide 
privacy, and dampen sound 
transmission.

As part of traffic miti-

gation, Gardner emphasized 
that a core priority is pre-
venting vehicles from spill-
ing onto Granby Road during 
morning drop-offs.

“One of the early prior-
ities we established was that 
we don’t want any of the 
queuing lines from the par-
ents dropping students off to 
back up onto Granby Road, 
so we got a very extensive 
kind of parent drop-off loop 
to make sure that both schools 
can be accommodated on the 
site without backing up onto 
Granby Road,” Gardner said.

In addition, school traffic 
would be routed away from 
residential neighborhoods 

via a brand-new property en-
trance at 562 Granby Road, 
which was taken by the city 
via eminent domain earlier 
this year. The project also 
includes new sidewalks near 
the entrance to boost pedes-
trian safety.

“We are providing side-
walks on the east side of 
Granby Road, where there 
are none currently... because 
it’s a school project, anything 
we do off the property line is 
not reimbursable through the 
MSBA, so we want to address 
the concern, but we don’t 
want to spend money on a 
school project that is more of 
a city project,” Gardner said. 

“We are proposing sidewalks 
from Simonich Street, to the 
north, and down to Sunflower 
on the south, and there will be 
monitored crosswalks at the 
school entrance.”

Gardner also shared that 
either a signalized intersec-
tion or a roundabout will be 
used to calm traffic, but cited 
that the roundabout solution 
is currently preferred by the 
city and most stakeholders.

As previously reported, 
none of these specific im-
provements—including the 
roundabout, the traffic sig-
nal, and the demolition of the 
original Barry School—will 
be covered by the MSBA.

FINAL SCOPE
from page1

This is the Project Scope & Budget Support Breakdown.MSBA Benefits - Western MA communities chart.

This list pertains to strategies to address general public concerns. 	 SLIDE COURTESY OF BERT GARDNER 
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
BROWN JORDAN CHAISSE. White, 
mint condition, $800 or best offer. Call 
508-867-7972.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one 
item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing 
and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, win-
dows, painting, wallpapering, siding, decks. 
Insurance work. Fully insured.
Free estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING
HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot 

clearing, perimeter clearing, 
1-5+ acres & stumping. 

Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Over 30 Years Experience.

Offering Senior Citizen 
& Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming

Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don’t.

We grind stumps of any size, provide 
cleanup and add loam and seed.

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines, 2M, 1F. 
30 years experience. Available 9/25/2026. 
$1,200. Taking deposits now. 
413-218-2321

HELP WANTED: 
General maintenance. Good pay. 

413-297-1513, Les.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

ROOM FOR RENT

Short Term Room Rental. Enjoy a peaceful, 
comfortable stay at Paradise Lake sanctu-
ary in Monson. Fully furnished room avail-
able for short term rental. Available Oct. 1st.
• All utilities included
• Full kitchen access
• Laundry access
• Pets welcome
• Quiet, welcoming setting
• Ideal for traveling professionals
     or temporary stays.

For rates, availability 
and more information
call Teri, 413-381-7950

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF

NEW ENGLAND
Grease trap pumping business. 

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing


