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Belcher Elementary School receives 
$100,000 earmark for HVAC upgrades

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Belcher 
Elementary School has re-
ceived $100,000 from the state 
to support HVAC upgrades, 
with State Sen. Jake Olivei-
ra (D-Ludlow) presenting the 
check to the school on Sept. 
16.

The funding was secured 
through the Fair Share supple-
mental budget and will help 

modernize the school’s heat-
ing, ventilation and air condi-
tioning systems.

Oliveira was joined by 
State Rep. Shirley Arriaga 
(D-Chicopee), Bridget Healy, 
state aide to State Sen. John 
Velis (D-Westfield), Principal 
Samuel Karlin, Superinten-
dent Dr. Marcus Ware, Ward 5 
School Committee Represen-
tative Grace Schofield, Ward 
1 City Councilor Abigail Ar-
riaga, Ward 8 City Councilor 
Gary Labrie and Rachel Beau-

doin, communications and 
special projects liaison for the 
City of Chicopee, on behalf of 
Mayor John Vieau, for the an-
nouncement.

Oliveira explained how 
school districts “need a little 
extra help every now and then” 
and this is “making sure that 
we continue to invest in our 
aging infrastructure.”

“That’s why over the 
past several years we’ve in-
vested significantly in schools 
across Massachusetts through 

the Student Opportunity Act, 
which has invested signifi-
cantly in the city of Chicopee 
schools, but also in many of 
our Gateway Cities,” Oliveira 
said. “But, we also know that 
a lot of times, those capital re-
quests get kind of pushed to the 
side because we want to make 
sure that every dollar that is 
spent is spent in the classroom 
supporting our educators, our 
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From the left, Keith Sullivan, director of Maintenance at Belcher Elementary School, Belcher Elementary School Principal Samuel 
Karlin, Belcher Elementary School Vice Principal Kimberly Paquette, Ward 5 School Committee Representative Grace Schofield, 
Superintendent Dr. Marcus Ware, State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow), State Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee), Ward 1 City Councilor 
Abigail Arriaga, Rachel Beaudoin, communications and special projects liaison for the City of Chicopee, Bridget Healy, state aide to 
State Sen. John Velis (D-Westfield), and Ward 8 City Councilor Gary Labrie in a group photo. 
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A group shot of the women who make up the Chicopee Police Department ranks.

CPD recognizes National 
Police Women’s Day

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The po-
lice department took time to 
recognize the women in their 
department during National 
Police Women’s Day on Sept. 
12.

National Police Wom-
en’s Day is a day that cel-
ebrates and recognizes the 
achievements of women in 
law enforcement.

Currently, the police de-
partment has 13 women and 
they cover a variety of de-
partments including patrol, 
a School Resource Officer, a 
member of the C3 Unit and 
a detective and evidence of-
ficer.

Capt. Holly Cote, who 
has been with the department 

for 29 years, shared how she’s 
always been working on a 
goal of recruiting and getting 
more women into the field.

“I’ve also gone to the 
schools and tried to bring 
this forward as a viable ca-
reer path for young ladies 
and children—girls—so they 
could see that they could 
have this as a career path,” 
Cote said. “If you put your 
mind to anything, you can ac-
complish a lot.”

Cote said the recognition 
came as it’s the most wom-
en the police department has 
ever had thus far.

“We did want to do the 
full shift of women today, 
but because of vacations 
we weren’t able to do that, 
but we do have five women 
working at the police depart-
ment today and then two de-

tectives. So, we are definitely 
increasing in numbers,” Cote 
said. “We just really appreci-
ate the men who support us as 
well. Today might be about 
women in law enforcement, 
but realistically, the men that 
we work with every day sup-
port us.”

Cote also noted the sup-
port of Chief Patrick Major 
and Mayor John Vieau, hav-
ing been the first female cap-
tain ever hired into the police 
department. 

“I spoke at roll call this 
morning and basically told 
them that in the history of the 
police department, we have 
470, I think police officer 
numbers right now, so we’ve 
hired over 500 police officers 

See BELCHER SCHOOL
page 5

See POLICE WOMEN
page 8

By Christina Gioscia 
Correspondent  

 
CHICOPEE – On Sept. 

23, the senior center held 
their photo exhibition by the 
RiverMills Photo Club. 

The event had free entry, 
live music and refreshments 
available for purchase. Per-
forming was Jeff Schuman 
and Liz Carter. 

Also, there was raffle 
tickets available for pur-
chase. Photos were framed 
and hung on the walls of the 
first and second floor of the 
senior center and there were 

also tours of the senior center 
being offered. 

Program Technician 
Jona Ruiz oversees the Riv-
erMills Photo Club.

“We started the group 
about six years ago. When 
we started there was three 
members, and we’ve grown 
to 20. We could have kept 
growing but we capped at 20 
because of cost, expense, and 
the logistics of it all. This I 
believe, is our fourth gallery 
that we’ve done. We’ve done 

Photo Exhibition held 
at RiverMills Sept. 23
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 Deirdre Godfrey with her photos at the gallery exhibition on 
Sept. 23. 

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE — On Sept. 
18, the John Boyle O’ Reil-
ly Club hosted a fundraiser 
gathering to raise funds and 
awareness for Lorraine’s 
Soup Kitchen, while also 
playing backdrop to ‘Chicop-
ee Night’, the grand conclu-
sion for their ‘Thursday Con-
cert Series’ rotation which 
drew more than 250 people 
underneath the pavilion.

Some notable names in 
attendance during the event 
included Mayor John Vieau, 
Brian Mendes, owner of the 
Portuguese American Club, 
and Bernie St. George of 
Cigars4Soldiers, who had 
the grand distinction of par-
ticipating as celebrity bar-
tenders. Reflecting on being 
behind the bar was Mendes, 
who felt it was a “special mo-
ment.”

“I truly didn’t know 
what to expect when I was 

asked to be a celebrity bar-
tender, but an event like this 
to benefit Lorraine’s has 
been all around awesome,” 
Mendes said. “An event like 
this taking place in our back-
yard is going to help a ton of 
families in need, and it’s go-
ing to a great cause, and I’m 
truly happy to help.” 

Other prominent figures 
who made an appearance 
were Jessica Avery, Polish 
National Credit Union Presi-
dent Jim Kelly, City Collec-
tor nominee Raj Sanghvi, and 
lastly, representing a major 
portion of the Irish commu-
nity here in Western Mass 
was Joe O’ Connor, the cur-
rent President of the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians, out of 
Holyoke. 

O’Connor also reflected 
on Lorraine’s and the impact 
the non-profit has on Chi-
copee, just like how Kate’s 
Kitchen in the Paper City 
does.

“It’s just an awesome 

event, as there is music, food, 
and just great people here 
just to enjoy a good time, all 
in support of a great cause,” 
O’Connor said. 

In addition, attendees 
were treated to a live per-
formance by local rock band 
One Was Johnny, whose 
frontman, Brian Sutter, 
shared this. 

“This night will be re-
membered as something spe-
cial. It kind of means a lot to 
be playing for a fundraiser 
of this stature,” Sutter said. 
“We’ve done a bunch of ben-
efits and fundraisers in the 
past, and it’s always good to 
be able to represent a good 
cause and help raise aware-
ness.” 

The rock band’s perfor-
mance garnered a strong re-
action, as many were on the 
dance floor, enjoying the mu-
sic provided. 

See PHOTO 
EXHIBITION page 6

Soup Kitchen fundraiser a success 

See LORRAINE’S
page 9
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Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen and John Boyle O’ Reilly Club Leadership pose for a group photo.
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City Council approves Comms. Com. 
meet for technology modernization

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The City 
Council unanimously ap-
proved on Sept. 18 for the 
Communications Commit-
tee to meet to discuss the 
modernization of municipal 
government technology.

The motion was for the 
order to be received and then 
sent to the Communications 
Committee for a public hear-
ing.

Ward 6 Councilor Sam-
uel Shumsky, the maker 
of the order, noted the pri-
or meeting’s discussion of 
quarterly tax payments and 
how he’d been “pondering 
this idea for a while.”

“Why not make it easier 
for not only our employees, 
but also the citizens that pay 
their bills, pay, for example, 

their tax bill. If we’re going 
to ask them to pay quarterly, 
maybe we can look into an 
option for autopay or online 
payments,” Shumsky said. 

The other reason 
Shumsky wants to pursue 
this is constituent notifica-
tions.

“I really believe that 
since we are in 2025, we 
should be utilizing technol-
ogy. Other forms besides 
social media and even web-
sites because people don’t 
always use those. We live 
in a time where it’s a three 
second attention span. It’s 
well-documented nationally 
and all over the world that 
that is verifiably correct,” 
Shumsky said. “I don’t think 
that it’s a bad idea for us to 
look into this, and I still have 
a lot of homework to do not 
only with speaking to the 
mayor and to our IT direc-

tor, but also, I would like to 
see if we can possibly make 
this an effort because it’s not 
going to happen overnight. 
Nothing moves fast in gov-
ernment, but it’s one of those 
things I think that we should 
be having a discussion with 
private companies to see 
how they contact and com-
municate with their employ-
ees or, also, see how differ-
ent cities and municipalities 
run systems like this. There 
are tons of options. We see at 
MMA when we go to these 
conferences.”

Shumsky emphasized 
he was open to a discussion 
on this topic.

“I’m hoping that after 
I do all my homework and, 
hopefully, talk to a few more 
people that we could pos-
sibly get the ball rolling on 
this. It’s going to take some 
time, but I’m hoping that 

you all will support me on 
this because it’s 2025. I think 
it’s time that we get with the 
program,” Shumsky said.

Ward 9 Councilor 
Mary Beth Costello liked 
Shumsky’s idea.

“I think it’s a great idea 
and I’m hoping that maybe 
we can modernize the tech-
nology with our City Coun-
cil,” Costello said. 

“Agreed,” Shumsky 
said. 

“Become more avail-
able online. We’ve talked 
about that before and maybe 
that’s part of what we can 
look into as (well), and I 
think it’s a great idea, Coun-
cilor Shumsky, to continue 
the modernization and tech-
nology and to include all the 
departments,” Costello said. 
“Thank you for this idea.”

More on this as it devel-
ops.

October events at the Chicopee Public Library
CHICOPEE - Here are 

some of our upcoming li-
brary programs.

Mondays at 3 p.m. 
during October and No-
vember Tech Hub will be 
offering classes at the Chi-
copee Library. Participation 
is free, however registration 
is required. Go to chicopee-
publiclibrary.org/comput-
er-help  

All classes are Mon-
days at 3pm -5pm. The sec-
ond hour will be tech ques-
tions and help.

10/6: Email Basics
10/20: Social Media 

Basics
10/27: Avoiding Misin-

formation
11/3: Intro to Google 

Workspace
11/10: Designing with 

Canva
Thursday, Oct. 2 @ 

6:30 p.m. Coping with 
Anxiety, Stress and De-
pression This presentation, 
hosted by Saint Stanislaus 
Basilica will be at the Chi-
copee Public Library. Sug-
gestions will be from three 
perspectives: Medicine, 
Psychology and Christian-
ity.   Each presentation will 
be 10 minutes followed by 
a question and answer ses-
sion with the presenters. 
1)   Julie L’Heureux, Nurse 
Practitioner; affiliated with 
Pioneer Spine and Sports  
2)   Barney Marshall is a 

Clinical Social Worker and 
specialist in Trauma Fo-
cused Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy Care (TF-CBT) He 
holds a Doctorate in Medi-
cal Social Work from Smith 
College and has experience 
as a psychiatric specialist 
at Baystate Medical Center 
Children’s Psychiatric De-
partment as well as 18 years 
in private practice in Long-
meadow, MA. Currently he 
is a Clinical Supervisor of 
8 Child psychotherapists 
at MSPCC ( Massachu-
setts Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Chil-
dren) a private non-profit 
in Holyoke Massachusetts. 
His topic:   Shepherding 
our Children in the age 
of Social Media; deal-
ing with Anxiety and 
Depression in children. 
3) Fr. John Koziol is a 
member of the Conventu-
al Franciscan Order.   He 
is an ordained priest of the 
Catholic Church for 37 
years.   He holds a Doctor 
of Ministry Degree from 
The Catholic University 
of America.   His doctoral 
studies focused on Adult 
Spiritual Formation.   He is 
a parochial vicar at the Ba-
silica of St. Stanislaus.

This program is free 
and open to the public. 

Tuesday, Oct. 14 at 
6:30 p.m. • Poetry and the 
Spoken Word

Do you write poet-
ry? Do you love the spo-
ken word? Come join us to 
share yourfavorite poems, 
do a dramatic reading, share 
a favorite monologue or just 
listen. The featured guest 
is playwright Betel Ar-
nold. Betel is a Dominican 
playwright and advocate 
for people with disabilities 
with an MFA in Creative 
Writing from Western New 
England University. Her 
plays include Tight Pants 
(Majestic Theater), The 
Building (Silverthorne The-
ater), Good Friends (BAM 
Productions), It Is Finished 
(Northampton 24 Hour The-
ater Project), and El Colma-
do (Western New England 
University). This program 
is free and open to ages 14 
and older. 

This program is hosted 
by local poet, Don Fisher. 
Registration begins at 6:30 
p.m. The program starts at 
7 p.m.

This program is sup-
ported by the Chicopee Cul-
tural Council, a local agen-
cy, which

is supported by the MA 
Cultural council, a state 
agency.

Tuesday, Oct. 21 at 
10:30 a.m. Needlecraft

Join us for our Needlec-
raft Circle in the Meeting 
Room behind the Circu-
lation Desk. Bring a craft 

you’re working on and chat 
with other crafters. No reg-
istration is required. 

Tuesday, Oct. 21 at 6 
p.m. Author Talk with Dr. 
Andrew Lam

Join us for an author 
talk with Dr. Andrew Lam.   
He will be discussing ad-
vances in medicine in a talk 
“The Only Winner in War Is 
Medicine”

The history of medi-
cine is replete with advanc-
es made by hard-working 
maverick doctors who, 
through intelligence, ser-
endipity, and perseverance, 
made astonishing progress 
against humankind’s dead-
liest diseases. Yet surgeon 
and best-selling author An-
drew Lam, M.D. says one 
factor spurred more medical 
breakthroughs than any oth-
er -- War.

Dr. Lam will discuss 
riveting stories from his 
latest book, “The Masters 
of Medicine: Our Greatest 
Triumphs in the Race to 
Cure Humanity’s Deadliest 
Diseases” and reveal how 
D-Day, Luftwaffe bombing 
raids, and top-secret Liber-
ty ship cargo during WWII 
bequeathed humanity inno-
vations in surgery, cancer 
treatment, and trauma care 
that still serve us today. He 
will also share about his ca-
reer balancing medicine and 
literature. 

CPL programs for 
kids and families

CHICOPEE -  Each 
month the Chicopee Public 
Library hosts a variety of free 
programs for children, teens 
and families. The Youth Ser-
vices Department seeks to 
provide opportunities for en-
tertainment and enrichment 
that promote literacy and ex-
plore creativity. Here is the 
slate of events for September 
2025.

Terrific Twos  will be 
held on  Tuesdays, Sept. 30 
at 10:30 a.m.  Terrific Twos 
is for two year olds and their 
caregivers.  This program 
features about 25 minutes 
of structured circle time, 
followed by about half an 
hour of semi-structured play-
time. During circle time we 
will sing songs, do rhymes, 
do some big movements 
and read 1 book. The book 
choice rotates between either 
a read aloud picture book or 
a group read of a board book. 
Playtime involves a choice of 
craft, activity or play. 

Saturday Playgroup will 
be held at  1 p.m., on Satur-
days in September. We›ll put 
out some extra toys in the 
playspace. It›s a great time 
for families to meet up and 
play!

The Children’s Room is 
a great place to hang out. Col-
oring pages and board games 
are always available. There 
are also some new things you 
can play with while you vis-
it. Ask us about food toys for 
the play kitchen, art supplies, 
or building blocks. 

Teens! Visit the library 
after school and enjoy the 
Teen Space with friends! 
We’ve got board games, puz-
zles, the library’s Switch, 
and coloring to enjoy. We’re 
excited to see everyone this 
school year and hear about 
your interests so we can plan 
some exciting activities!

September is Library 
Card Sign Up Month!  We›re 
celebrating with prizes. When 
kids use their library card to 
check out physical items at 
any CPL branch (Main, Fair-
view or Bookmobile) in the 
month of September they can 
enter a raffle for a bookish 
squishmallow. One entry per 
visit, but you can visit more 
than once!

When teens check out 
a physical item with their li-
brary card, they can enter the 
squishmallow raffle OR the 
adult prize raffle for a Kindle 
Fire HD8.

Visit the library web-
site for more info about 
all of the library’s events! 
www.chicopeepubliclibrary.
org.

Here is the slate of events 
for October 2025.

Terrific Twos  will be 
held on  Tuesdays, Oct. 14 
and 28 at 10:30 a.m. Terrific 
Twos is for two- year-olds 
and their caregivers.  This 
program features about 25 
minutes of structured cir-
cle time, followed by about 
half an hour of semi-struc-
tured playtime. During circle 
time, we will sing songs, do 
rhymes, do some big move-
ments, and read 1 book. The 
book choice rotates between 
either a read aloud picture 
book or a group read of a 
board book. Playtime in-
volves a choice of craft, ac-
tivity, or play. 

Storytime  will be held 
on Thursdays, Oct. 2, 16, and 
30 at 10:30 a.m.  Storytime 
is for children ages 3-5. This 
program features about 30 
minutes of structured circle 
time, followed by 15-30 min-
utes of a craft or activity. Cir-
cle time will include 2-3 read 
aloud books, rhymes, songs, 
and felt boards. Children will 

be encouraged to ask and an-
swer simple questions and 
recognize things like shapes, 
colors, letters, and numbers.

Sensory Play Satur-
day will be held at 9:30 a.m. 
on Saturday, October 4. Come 
let your babies socialize and 
explore sensory play! We will 
have our play area set up with 
some sensory activities and 
other play opportunities. For 
babies 0-24 months and their 
caregivers.

Saturday Playgroup  will 
be held at  1 p.m., on Satur-
days in October. We’ll put out 
some extra toys in the plays-
pace. It’s a great time for fam-
ilies to meet up and play!

Little Kid Dance Par-
ty  will be on  Wednesdays, 
Oct. 8 and 22 at 10:30 
a.m.  Moving and grooving 
for kids and their caregivers. 
Geared toward ages 0-5, but 
all are welcome!

45 minutes to one hour 
of energetic activity includ-
ing singing and dancing, ac-
tion rhymes, and playing with 
props like scarves and shak-
ers. 

Build with 
LEGO on Thursday, Oct. 9 at 
4 p.m. Unstructured building 
time for kids ages 6 and up.

Create Art with Cray-
ons  on  Saturday, Oct. 11 at 
1:30 p.m. Join Marie Manley 
Tucker for a monthly drawing 
lesson this fall. Each month 
will have a different theme. 
October’s theme is Let’s Get 
Spooooky. Draw things that 
are ghostly, creepy, silly, or 
trick-or-treaty! Recommend-
ed for ages 5-12. 

The library will 
host a  Halloween Par-
ty  on  Wednesday, Oct. 15 
3:30 to 5 p.m. Come celebrate 
Halloween at the Chicopee 
Public Library! We will have 
games, activities and a scav-
enger hunt! Costumes En-
couraged! For kids and fam-
ilies of all ages.

The library  Homeschool 
Meetup will be on Thursday, 
Oct. 23 at 11 a.m. Homes-
chooling families with kids 
of all ages are invited to meet 
up. This group does different 
activities each month. 

Check out the kid’s 
room’s new Art Cart, Wednes-
days at 3 p.m. October 1, 8, 
22 and 29.

Join us in the kids room 
for a free creative time, 
where we provide the mate-
rials and you create whatever 
you want! For all ages. The 
Art Cart will be available on 
Wednesdays this month, but 
you can also ask about it at 
other times, too!

The Children’s Room is a 
great place to hang out. Col-
oring pages and board games 
are always available. There 
are also some new things you 
can play with while you visit. 
Ask us about food toys for the 
play kitchen, building blocks, 
or the art cart.

Teens!
Visit the library after 

school and enjoy the Teen 
Space with friends! We’ve 
got board games, puzzles, the 
library’s Switch, and coloring 
to enjoy. 

Superhero Hangout
Who’s the best Spi-

der-Man? Is Batman actual-
ly good for Gotham? Is My 
Hero Academia better than 
Marvel and DC? Whether 
you’re a fan of the comics, the 
movies, the animated series, 
or even superheroes outside 
of the big two, join fellow 
fans on Wednesday, Oct. 29, 
at 3 p.m.  for our  Superhero 
Hangout! This event is open 
to teens ages 11+.

Visit the library website 
www.chicopeepubliclibrary.
org. for more info about all of 
the library’s events!

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications
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FALL CLEARANCE

$5 off $50 purchase 

$20 off $100 purchase

MUMS & ASTERS 

Assorted Pumpkins  

Hay Bales/Corn StalksHours 
TH-SU 

9-5 pm 

cash only

Order 
Holiday 

Turkeys! 

413-426-6636

1102 Center Street 

Ludlow, Massachusetts

Landscapers Welcome 

Bulk Discounts Available
Comfort Food
 & Ice Cream

• ASK ABOUT CATERING •

BREAKFAST – LUNCH – DINNERS
Soups • Salads • Burgers • Dogs • Desserts 
 Sandwiches • Breakfast All Day • Dinners

Call Ahead 413-300-9883
Order online: www.choochoos-ma.com

Come In!Come In!

2 Bowers St., Holyoke
at the Historic Richardson Station

ENJOY OUR PICNIC TABLES
USE DOORDASH • 7AM-7PM MONDAY-FRIDAY •

CORRECTION

In our Sept. 19 edition of the Chicopee Register for 
the “Pacers defeat Panthers at home” story, two athletes 
were misidentified. The correct names and numbers are 
Cayla Ribeiro is #14 and Brianna Gregoire is #15.

We apologize for the error. 

Bowl-a-Thon
fundraiser returns 
to Chicopee

CHICOPEE - The 
long-awaited Joseph D. 
Freedman Bowl-a-Thon to 
Benefit Camphill Village re-
turns to Bowlero Chicopee 
on Saturday, Nov. 8, offer-
ing raffles, games, and fami-
ly fun—all to benefit the 100 
adults with developmental 
disabilities of Camphill Vil-
lage. 

Since its inception, the 
Bowl-a-Thon has welcomed 
hundreds of families and 
sponsors who have helped 
us raise almost $600,000 for 
this amazing organization. 
Now, after a five-year hiatus, 
we’re ready for a comeback 
with big impact!

“We’ve seen firsthand 
how Camphill Village 
changes lives—not just 
for residents, but for their 
families here in Western 
Mass and Northern Con-
necticut. These are our 
neighbors, our friends, and 
our loved ones,” said John 
Freedman, a Springfield 
business owner whose 
sister Susan has lived a 
fulfilling life in Camphill 
Village for decades. “Sup-
porting and organizing this 
event means supporting a 
community that continues 
to care for these individu-
als throughout their lives.”

Though located on the 
Berkshire border in Colum-
bia County, NY, Camphill’s 
impact reaches deeply into 
our Western Massachusetts 
communities, where local 
families have loved ones 

living there or have been 
touched by its model of life-
long care.

The needs of Camphill’s 
elders are evolving as they 
age alongside a network of 
extended family 

and lifelong friends, and 
the Bowl-a-Thon is a great 
way to bring the energy and 
enthusiasm this 

community of all abili-
ties needs to meet their fund-
ing goals. 

Since 1961, Camphill 
Village has provided a 
peaceful setting for adults 
with developmental disabil-
ities to garden, farm, create, 
and live alongside residen-
tial service volunteers from 
all over the world. Now, as 
Camphill’s residents who 
entered in their 20s have 
now surpassed their 50- and 
60-year anniversaries of 
making their home in Cam-
phill, the Joseph D. Freed-
man Bowl-a-Thon remains 
a major funding source for 
Camphill’s residents. 

Register and learn about 
sponsorships at camphillvil-
lage.org/bowlathon.

Details
Event: Joseph D. Freed-

man Bowl-a-Thon to Benefit 
Camphill Village

Date: Saturday, Novem-
ber 8, 2025

Time: 12:30 to 3 p.m.
Location: Bowlero Chi-

copee, 291 Burnett Rd, Chi-
copee, MA

Website: camphillvil-
lage.org/bowlathon

Chicopee Comp Class of 1974 
Plans Casual Gathering

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Comprehensive High 
School Class of 1974 will be 
holding a casual and infor-
mal gathering of classmates 
on Thursday, Oct. 23, at the 
View Street Tavern in Chi-
copee.  

Starting at 3 p.m., come 
to enjoy conversation and 
laughs with classmates and 
friends.   There will be a 
cash bar available, and piz-

zas will be available, com-
pliments of the class trea-
sury, at 5 p.m.  

No reservations neces-
sary, but if you think you can 
make it, it would helpful if 
you could email either Linda 
Parlengas at lparlengas@hot-
mail.com; Mona Marcil Fr-
iberg at tinker245@aol.com, 
or Lynn Provost Larrabee 
at penrose43@comcast.net.  
Come for fun!

Polish Settlers in Chicopee
CHICOPEE - The Coun-

cil on Aging will offer the 
presentation “Polish Settlers 
in Chicopee” on Friday, Oct. 
17 at 1:30 p.m. at RiverMills 
Center, located at 5 W. Main 
Street.

Ronald Lech, former 
Executive Director of the 
Polish Center of Discovery 
and Learning at Elms Col-
lege, will be at RiverMills 

to give you a look at the 
Polish community in Chi-
copee, from the first large 
immigration in the 1880’s 
through the 1920’s. This 
presentation will highlight 
the contributions of several 
immigrants to the city and 
its business community. 

You must register in ad-
vance at RiverMills or by 
calling 534-3698

Chicopee Historical Society book launch
CHICOPEE - The Chi-

copee Historical Society 
is pleased to announce the 
publishing of its first book, 
“Richard B. Inshaw: A 
Craftsman’s Life and Work 
in Chicopee, Massachusetts.”

It is available at all Chi-
copee Historical Society 
events and presentations, 
and can also be purchased on 
Amazon in paperback and in 
eBook.

The forty-seven-page 
book tells the story of one of 
Chicopee’s eminent figures, 
largely forgotten, from its 
nineteenth-century industrial 
heyday.

Richard Bates Inshaw 
was a silver engraver and 
gunsmith who worked for 
the Ames Manufacturing 
Company and did freelance 
work for a number of other 
large firms. The book is part 
of an effort to raise money 
to purchase a display case 

for perhaps his finest piece: 
the Inshaw Rifle. It is a rare 
sporting rifle made in 1836 
and richly engraved with 
designs and scenes in great 
detail. Noted arms histori-
an and appraiser Herbert G. 
Houze remarked, “It is with-
out a doubt the best pre-1850 
American firearm I’ve ever 
seen.”

For many years, the rifle 
has been in storage, but the 
Chicopee Historical Society 
hopes to put this historic arti-
fact on permanent display at 
the Chicopee Public Library 
pending purchase of an ap-
propriate museum-quality 
archival case.

The book has many pho-
tos and maps that illustrate 
Inshaw’s experience as an 
English immigrant to this 
country, his family, and life 
in Chicopee in the nineteenth 
century. The purchase price 
is $20. SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Inspiration of God in Our Lives
CHICOPEE – “Reflects 

the theme of an Art Show” 
to be held at St. Stanislaus, 
B.M., 566 Front Street, Chi-
copee, MA and is supported 
by the Polish Center of Dis-
covery and Learning.

The parishioners are 
coming together to present 
their artwork as a celebration 
during this Jubilee Year of 
Hope 2025. They will pres-
ent a wonderful display of art 
through Sept. 30 in the lower 
level of the Basilica Church.

It is in these gifts of tal-
ent that we share our inspired 
longings for peace and hope 
for our community!

The Basilica has a rich 
historical heritage and with-
in the walls are murals and 
elaborate architecture that 
embrace the art of deepened 

spirituality. Art is the conduit 
for expressing faith, inspiring 
devotion and deepening spiri-
tual understanding.

The theme of Jubilee 
Year 2025, Pilgrims of Hope, 
represents a time for social 

reflection where we can medi-
tate on the role that faith plays 
for ourselves, for our youth 
and the world world. It rep-
resents an invitation to unite 
and inspire confidence and 
optimism towards a promis-

ing future to join in to build-
ing a better world.

It is an encouraging call 
to make the call of hope a pro-
motion of values of solidarity, 
justice and brotherhood.

Please come and enjoy 
with all that in mind. This 
invitation welcomes all and 
may possibly arouse your 
own creativity. The dates and 
hours are as follows:

Opening Friday Sept. 26, 
6 to 8 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 27 5 to 8 
p.m., Sunday Sept. 28 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

Monday Sept. 29, Tues-
day Sept. 30 6 to 8 p.m.

The entrance to the Low-
er Basilica is on the left side 
of the church from the rear 
parking lot. There will be sig-
nage on the door. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO

CHICOPEE –The Chi-
copee Council on Aging 
will host to performance 
“Halloween Harvest” on 
Monday, Oct. 20 at 1:30 
p.m. at Chicopee Council on 
Aging’s RiverMills Center, 
5 West Main St.

Davis Bates will be at 

RiverMills for his Hallow-
een Harvest performance. 
This is the perfect way to 
celebrate the fall season, 
with traditional ghost sto-
ries, supernatural tales and 
songs about the harvest and 
turning of the earth. This 
program is sponsored in part 

by the Chicopee Cultural 
Council, a local agency sup-
ported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state 
agency. 

You must register in 
advance by stopping by Riv-
erMills Center or by calling 
534-3698.

Halloween Harvest at RiverMills Oct. 20
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

OPINION

WE CARE ABOUT 
YOUR NEWS!
The Chicopee Register 

welcomes submissions 
of news in or related to 

Chicopee and its residents. 
Our "People News," is filled 
with submitted engagement 
announcements, wedding 

announcements, birth 
announcements, your new 
baby or news about your 
25th or 50th anniversary 

celebrations. Please e-mail 
correspondence along with a 
photo to chicopeeregister@

turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,

c/o Turley Publications, 
24 Water Street,

Palmer, MA 01069.

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

Chicopee Register

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs or 
other materials submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned except upon 
specific request when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President 

The Chicopee Register is
published every Friday by

Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone

(413) 283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.

@ Chicopee Register

WEB
www.chicopeeregister.turley.com

TEAM

Letters to the 
Editor

Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length. No 

unsigned or anonymous opinions will 
be published. We require letter writers 
to include his or her town of residence 

and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication.  We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed  to be libelous or contain  

unsubstantiated allegations,  personal 
attacks, defamation of  character and 
offensive language.  All unknown or 
alleged facts and  quotations offered 
by the author need to cite credible, 

unbiased sources. 

Send letters to:
The Chicopee Register, 

24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069

or email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.

The deadline for
submissions is Tuesday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues 
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be 
received by noon Monday to be considered for 
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters 
will be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be printed. 
If the volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, or if 
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative 
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 
413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as 
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order 
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact 
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.

Dear Rusty: 
My best friend is going 

to be 62 and wants to begin 
taking her Social Security im-
mediately. 

Her reasoning not to wait 
is the thought that it is going 
to run out in 10 years, so she 
wants as much of her money 
before that happens. I have 
paid into Social Security my 
entire working life (44 years 
and counting). What are your 
thoughts on taking it as soon 
as you are eligible? 

Signed: Uncertain what 
to do 

Dear Uncertain: 
Deciding when to claim 

Social Security is a some-
times-confusing task, but no 
one should ever claim SS ear-
ly because they believe Social 
Security will go bankrupt in 
the near future. Social Secu-
rity cannot and will not go 
bankrupt. What your friend 
may be referring to is the fact 
that Social Security will be 
facing some financial issues 
in 2033 unless Congress acts 
soon to reform the program. 
And they will act, but likely 
not until they must. 

The fact is, Social Secu-
rity still has about $2.7 tril-
lion in reserved funds which 
are now being used to pay 
full benefits. If that Reserves 

balance were to be fully de-
pleted, then Social Security 
would need to go to a “cash 
basis” (essentially, paying 
out in benefits only what is 
received in SS taxes), which 
would result in about a 21% 
cut in everyone’s benefit. In 
other words, even if Con-
gress neglected to reform 
the program, beneficiaries 
would still get about 79% of 
their monthly benefit starting 
in about 2033/2034. Hardly 
anyone believes that Con-
gress will fail to eventually 
reform Social Security and, 
in fact, they already know 
how to do that reform (they 
just currently lack the bipar-
tisanship to accomplish it). 
But neglecting reform would 
amount to political suicide 
for all members of Congress, 
which is extremely unlikely 
to happen. 

Here at the AMAC Foun-
dation, we are confident that 
Congress will soon address 
Social Security’s future fi-
nancial dilemma, and we 
have been working on poten-

tial solutions. We have, for 
several years, been providing 
these suggestions to various 
members of Congress, and 
those members are now con-
sidering our proposals. Thus, 
we do not suggest making a 
Social Security claiming de-
cision based on fear of the 
program going bankrupt. 

That fear is unfounded. 
Instead, we suggest that ev-
eryone decide when to claim 
based upon their individual 
personal situation, consid-
ering their need for the SS 
money, their life expectancy, 
and their marital status. And 
remember, claiming early 
(before one’s SS full retire-
ment age (FRA)) also means 
Social Security’s Annual 
Earnings Test will apply (the 
AET limits how much can be 
earned from working before 
FRA is attained).  

So, our thought on the 
wisdom of taking Social Se-
curity as soon as you are el-
igible is that it is often not a 
wise decision and certainly 
not if that decision is made 

based on fear of Social Secu-
rity “not being there” soon. 
Instead, we suggest making 
your Social Security claim-
ing decision based upon your 
unique personal circumstanc-
es, including, especially, your 
life expectancy, financial 
need and marital status. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes and 
does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.  

Should I claim Social Security
early because it is going bankrupt?

This column was prompt-
ed by a picture. You see, a co-
worker got out her phone and 
showed me a vase on her table 
that was filled with the most 
interesting velvet red flowers.  

“What are these?” she 
asked. “Coxcomb or Celosia,” 
I replied, and I went on to ex-
plain how the flower looks like 
a rooster’s comb, hence the 
plant’s name.  

Seeing the image brought 
me right back to the late 1980s 
and early 1990s where I had a 
business growing dried flowers 
and crafting them into wreaths 
and arrangements that I later 
sold at area craft shows. It was 
a fun experience that I shared 
with my parents.  

Read on to revisit some of 
my favorite flowers for drying.

Celosias make excellent 
dried flowers. They are avail-
able in three distinct types, 
crested or “Coxcomb,” plumed 
and wheat.  Crested types 
such as “Fireglow,” “Prestige 
Scarlet,” or “Big Chief” make 
quite a statement with their 
velvety-feeling, brainy-look-
ing heads in rich shades of red, 
pink, and gold.  

Plumed types come in 
similar colors, but are feath-
ered in appearance.  The 
“Sparkler” series are multi-
branching when given am-
ple growing space; just a few 
plants will provide you with 
many long lasting stems.  

Newer to the catalogs, but 
really an heirloom, wheat ce-
losia is the most delicate of the 
three.  “Flamingo Feather” has 
rose tips with a silvery base. 
Pick often for an abundance of 
side shoots.

Globe Amaranth is anoth-
er flower that is popular once 
dried. Clover-like heads on 

sturdy stems make great bou-
quet fillers. Nearly all varieties 
bloom well in the heat of the 
summer, producing even more 
flowers after they are harvest-
ed.  

Cut when head reach the 
size of your thumbnail for best 
performance.       

Lemon Bee Balm or Lem-
on Bergamot is the most un-
derused of all the flowers men-
tioned here, but it shouldn’t 
be! Whorls of mauve-pink 
bracts are best cut when three 
inches long.  

Stems are weak, so mix 
in with other flowers to keep 
heads upright or attach stems 
to a wooden pick for added 
strength.   

Most of us are familiar 
with the Strawflower, a stiff 
petaled flower that feels dry 
even in the garden! To dry, 
simply insert a 23-gauge wire 
up through a tiny bit of the 
stem and into the flower’s ca-
lyx, just barely into the head 
itself. This will give the straw-
flower a strong “stem” for use 
in floral arranging.  

After the flowers have 
been wired, be sure to let 
them dry fully, upright and in 
the dark to preserve their rich 
hues.  You can also simply 
pluck the heads and dry them 
on a cookie sheet in the dark 
for hot-gluing later on.

Love in a Mist or Nigel-
la is an old-fashioned beauty 
that has light blue, white or 
rosy pink short-lived flowers 
followed by really neat brown 
striped seed pods. When ful-
ly dry these look like pepper 
shakers, dropping their seeds 
to an fro. The pods are desir-
able for dried wreaths and ar-
rangements.  

Keep picking as soon as 

the heads are fully developed 
to keep the plant producing.

Prince’s Feather is a 
member of the Amaranth fam-
ily and grows lush plumes 
worth of a prominent place in 
your arrangements. Smaller 
side shoots are great for more 
delicate work.  

Colors are typically 
shades of burgundy. Plants can 
grow anywhere from eighteen 
inches to several feet tall so 
site accordingly.

Winged Ammobium is 
a two foot tall, floppy annual 
that has an abundance of tiny 
white flowers.  It is best picked 
when the center of the flowers 
just starts to show its yellow 
color.  

If you wait too long, the 
centers will turn brown and 
unattractive. Gather small 
bunches of ten to twelve stems 
and secure them with rub-
ber bands.  Here too attach 
a wooden florist pick to tiny 
bunches for ease in floral ar-
ranging- besides giving the 
stem some strength, it will give 
it additional length.

An attic or barn loft are 
the best options in which 
to hang your harvest to dry. 
Flowers dried in the dark will 
retain their vivid colors very 
well and the heat will dry them 
out quickly.  

Make small bunches of 
fresh cut flowers, securing 
them with a rubber band, not 
string. The rubber band will 
shrink along with the stems as 
they are drying.  Hang them 
upside down and you will be 
rewarded with straight stems 
and upright heads. 

Have fun experimenting 
with floral arranging or wreath 
making with these everlasting 
flowers.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

Red-eyed vireo
The Massachusetts 

Audubon Society reported 
the sighting of a red-eyed 
vireo on Sept. 15 at their 
Broad Meadow Brook 
Sanctuary, located on Mas-
sasoit Road in Worcester.

The red-eyed vireo has 
an olive green back and 
wings, white underparts, 
gray crown and a white 
eyebrow and a black line 
through its eyes. It has a 
yellow wash on the flanks. 
Adults have red eyes hence 
this six inch tall songbird’s 
name. Immature birds have 
brown eyes.

It builds a cup shaped 
nest of grasses, bark and 
spider webs suspended in 
the fork of a tree. It sings 
almost continuously from 
dawn to dusk with a series 
of short note phrases, “Here 
I am, where are you?” 

It is frequently parasit-
ized by the brown-headed 
cowbird, which lays it eggs 
in other bird’s nests.

It feeds on insects, 
mainly caterpillars and mi-
grates to the Amazon basin 
for the winter. Vireos are 
found in the forest canopy, 
particularly in woodlands 
and forests.

Other birds at Broad
 Meadow

Other birds at Broad 
Meadow Brook Sanctuary 
included a Nashville war-
bler on Sept. 16, a great blue 
heron, a sharp shinned hawk 
and a broad winged hawk, 
all on Sept. 15.

Helping birds
Bird friendly windows 

can prevent collisions, 
which annually kill mil-
lions of birds. Birds can’t 
see glass. Instead, they see 
whatever happens to be re-
flected in its mirror-like sur-
face. Often, this is open sky 
or trees, which, for a bird, 
are appealing and perfectly 
safe things to fly towards. 
It’s estimated that between 
one hundred million and 
one billion birds die every 
year in collisions with man-
made structures, one of the 
biggest killers of migratory 
birds. 

Bird-safe glass is spe-

cially designed to make 
glass a visible obstacle to 
birds. Bird safe glass is vis-
ible to birds while transpar-
ent enough for humans to 
look out. People may vis-
it the Audubon Society at 
https://www.audubon.org/
news/what-does-bird-safe-
glass-even-mean for ways 
to keep birds safe from win-
dow strikes.

Here are some of the 
tips they offer. Try placing 
your bird feeder about 1.5 
feet from the window; it 
will slow them down. Apply 
a thin film to the outside of 
the windows. The glass will 
become visible to birds, but 
remain transparent to peo-
ple. As an added bonus for 
being so eco-savvy, the film 
will cut down on incoming 
infrared radiation, so it will 
also lower summer cool-
ing costs. Keep curtains or 
shades drawn during the 
day to reduce reflection. 
Place window decals, sun 
catchers, tape strips, rib-
bons or anything else in a 
dense pattern in the “2x4” 
format, a single decal will 
not work. Install a screen 
or net a few inches outside 
of your windows, to lessen 
the impact.

Brimfield bird watcher
A Brimfield resident 

continued watching for 
migrating common night-
hawks in August, but did 
not have any luck. He has 
seen them in the past. He 
had three ruby-throated 
hummingbirds feeding on 
jewelweed, cardinal flower 
and nicotiana last month. 
He saw a pair of American 
Goldfinch drinking from the 
drip he has in his yard. He 
also saw a female pileated 
woodpecker on the top of 
a mountain ash where it ate 
berries for while.

Bird calls
A reader sent an email 

about a free bird call app 
called Merlin.. She thought 
other readers might be in-
terested. She said, “Just en-
ter your location and press 
record. I never knew hum-
mingbirds chirp.  Now I do.” 

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

A picture is worth a thousand memories
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12th Annual 2025 Golf Tournament
Monday, October 6th - Ludlow Country Club

1 Tony Lema Drive, Ludlow, MA

Be a player ~ Be a sponsor
11:00 am shotgun start - includes lunch & dinner

$150/each - $600/team
imartins@mdiasfoundation.org

mjd@mdiasfoundation.org
www.mdiasfoundation.org

Deadline: 9/22/25

Michael J. Dias
Foundation

Event Sponsor

Media Sponsor

schools, to ensure that every 
child gets a quality education 
in the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts.”

Oliveira also thanked the 
voters.

“Without your vote in 
2022 on the Fair Share Amend-
ment, which is commonly 
known as the ‘Millionaires 
Tax,’ has pumped in billions of 
dollars for transportation and 
education into the school dis-
tricts and transportation ame-
nities across Massachusetts. In 
fact, our projections in that ac-
count were a little lower than 
we expected, and so we were 
able to have a supplemental  
budget passed this past June 
which invests nearly a billion 
dollars back into our schools 
and our transportation even be-
yond what we put in the Fiscal 
Year 25 budget,” Oliveira said.

Oliveira added “one thing 
that often gets overlooked is 
something that you can’t real-
ly see.”

“It’s the air that we 
breathe within our schools, 
and here in Western Massa-
chusetts, Pioneer Valley has 
some of the highest rates of 
asthma—particularly child-
hood asthma—out of any part 
of the country. So, that’s why 
when you come to school, you 
need to have a facility that 
has upgrades to their HVAC 
systems so you have healthy, 
clean air to breathe and that’s 
what part 

of this investment is going 
towards here today,” Oliveira 
said. 

Arriaga emphasized the 
power of teamwork to “work 

together to achieve the goals 
of our districts.”

“To be here in support 
of this earmark that’s going 
to upgrade HVAC for the lit-
tle ones in this school build-
ing, it’s a happy day to say 
the least,” Arriaga said. “Air 
quality’s important, asthma’s 
important. We want to make 
sure that our students are com-
fortable, are safe when they’re 
learning and that our educators 
have the tools and the resourc-
es to do so.”

She added any amount 
invested into education is a 
priority.

“We know that education 
is key, is a priority. It’s defi-
nitely a priority of mine and 
that’s how we will have a bet-
ter future for our children, so 
thank you, Senator, for your 
leadership in this,” Arriaga 
said. 

Ware also expressed grat-
itude to the City Council for 
their support of capital im-
provements and said, “It is a 
team effort.”

“As the representative 
and the senator have stated, 
we know that for the past few 
years, you’ve heard things 
like COVID and air quality 
and it continues to be on our 
minds and that’s something 
that the city of Chicopee has 
put a lot of time and attention 
into. Making sure that the air 
quality in our schools is up to 
snuff and up to standard, not 
only for the students but for 
the staff as well,” Ware said. 
“And so, to see this amount 
for updates to our HVAC sys-
tems, I know our Maintenance 
Department’s elated because 
I know how much work they 
put into our HVAC systems, 

as well as I want our staff and 
our families to see that we do 
go beyond the classroom and 
so that we do care about from 
the outside to the inside in that 
when we make these upgrades 

it’ll benefit everyone be-
sides the schools.”

Karlin shared what this 
earmark means to him and the 
school, thanking the delegates. 

“In order for our youngest 
learners to engage in learning 
and for them to be able to be 
sustained in the classrooms, 

we do really need to make 
sure that we have everything 
in place so that teachers can 
do what they need to do, and 
part of that is making sure that 
all of our infrastructure works 
correctly the way it’s supposed 
to,” Karlin said. “This goes a 
long way to making sure 

that that’s going to hap-
pen, so thank you.”

Afterward, the check 
was officially presented to the 
school.

BELCHER SCHOOL
from page 1

State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow) provides remarks on the $100,000 earmark that will support HVAC upgrades at Belcher Elemen-
tary School.

Superintendent Dr. Mar-
cus Ware shares how this 
earmark goes beyond the 
classroom and the impor-
tance of providing air quality 
to help support students and 
teachers.

State Rep. Shirley Arriaga 
(D-Chicopee) explains why 
funding education is a priority 
for the state legislators.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Belcher Elementary School Principal Samuel Karlin shares what 
this earmark means to the school as Ward 5 School Committee 
Representative Grace Schofield, Superintendent Dr. Marcus Ware 
and State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow) look on.

Green & Gold Classic golf tournament Oct. 10
Proceeds to aid Elms 
College Athletics

  CHICOPEE - Whether 
you’re a hacker, a duffer, a 
stick or a scratch, whether you 
hook, slice or reliably find the 
fairway, here’s your chance 
to be a Blazer and help stu-
dent-athletes at Elms College. 

For the first time in five 

years, Elms College Athletics 
is bringing back the Green 
& Gold Golf Classic tourna-
ment. The day-long, four-per-
son scramble tournament is 
planned for 

Friday, Oct. 10, at Westo-
ver Municipal Golf Course 
in Granby, Ma. Proceeds will 
benefit the Men’s and Wom-
en’s NCAA Division III ath-
letic programs at Elms Col-

lege. 
Registration: 9 a.m. / 

Tournament starts at 10 a.m. 
Cost: $150 per person / $600 
per foursome. 

Special rate: $100 to any 
Elms alumni graduating in the 
Class of 2020 or later. 

Entry fee includes greens 
fees and a cart, lunch on the 
course, an Elms College gift 
bag, admission to an evening 

social hour, and dinner at the 
clubhouse. There will also be 
raffle prizes and awards giv-
en to teams and individual 
golfers.  Please contact Rob 
Southall at southallr@elms.
edu or (413) 265-2328 with 
any questions. 

To register or to be a 
paid sponsor, follow this link: 
https://www.elms.edu/events/
green-gold-golf-classic/.

CHICOPEE - The Hamp-
den District Attorney’s Office 
State Police Detective Unit and 
the Chicopee Police Depart-
ment are investigating a fatal 
shooting that occurred  Tues-
day afternoon.

On Tuesday September 
23, 2025 at approximate-
ly 2:22 p.m., Chicopee Police 
Officers received a report of 
a shooting in the 0-100 block 
of Dayton Street. Upon arriv-
al, officers discovered a male 
gunshot victim in the driveway 
of the residence. The victim 
was transported to Baystate 

Medical Center in Springfield 
where he succumbed to his in-
juries.

After investigators re-
viewed video footage of the 
shooting, they were able to 
identify an individual alleged-
ly connected to the shooting. 
This individual has been iden-
tified as Timothy Lynch, 27, of 
Chicopee, Massachusetts.

On Wednesday September 
24, 2025, Timothy Lynch was 
arraigned in Chicopee District 
Court on (1) count of murder, 
(1) count of possession of a 
firearm without an FID card, 

(1) count of possession of 
ammunition without an FID 
card, (1) count of discharging 
a firearm within 500 feet of a 
building, (1) count of posses-
sion to distribute a Class B 
substance. Lynch is currently 
being held without the right to 
bail. His next date in Chicopee 
District Court is November 10, 
2025 for pre-trial conference.

This remains an ongoing 
investigation conducted by the 
Hampden District Attorney’s 
Office State Police Detective 
Unit in conjunction with the 
Chicopee Police Department. 

Hampden District Attorney’s Office 
investigates fatal Chicopee shooting

 

Drivers Needed
CHICOPEE - River-

Mills Center is looking for 
volunteer drivers at the se-
nior center. Volunteer driv-
ers transport older adults to 
doctor’s appointments, the 
bank, shopping to the se-
nior center and back to their 
homes. 

Those interested in be-
coming a volunteer driver 
must have a good driving re-
cord and fill out a volunteer 
application, which includes 
a CORI check. Anyone in-
terested in volunteering 
should contact Rivermills 
Volunteer and Activities 
Coordinator Brandon Du-
mas at 534-3698, ext. 130.

PHOTO AND CAPTION COURTESY OF CHICOPEE FIRE DEPARTMENT

CHICOPEE – On Sept. 20, members of the fire department 
were raising funds and creating awareness for the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association.

CFD holds Fill the
Boot event

INDIAN ORCHARD 
– The Armenian Food Fes-
tival will be taking place 
on Oct. 11 from Noon to 7 
p.m. at Saint Gregory Ar-
menian Apostolic Church 
at 135 Goodwin St. in In-

dian Orchard.Admission is 
free.

Join us for a day filled 
with authentic cuisine, 
baked treats, music, enter-
tainment and community 
spirit. 

Armenian Food Festival Oct. 11

PLEASE REMEMBER TO
RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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lb
$299

$199
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
9/25/25-10/1/259/25/25-10/1/25

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ...........

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN SKINLESS

COD PORTIONS ................................USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

FULLY COOKED 
PORK BREAKFAST PATTIES .......

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB BAG .............

$249
USDA INSP. FROZEN

CORNISH
GAME HENS TWIN PAK .......................

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$529

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb
$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$244
lb

lb

$249USDA INSP. 
PASTRAMI ..............................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$599

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE BONELESS 
STUFFED PORK CHOPS or 
ROAST w/BREAD STUFFING 

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS ............................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE

ITALIAN SAUSAGE .....................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE

SHAVED STEAK ..................... lb

lb
$279

$699

lb
$177

$149

lb

BEEF
SHORT RIBS

PORTERHOUSE or
T-BONE STEAKS

$877
lb

lb

$999
lb

LudlowLudlow Self Storage Self Storage
1ST MONTH IS FREE!
LOWEST PRICES IN THE AREA! NO HIDDEN FEES!

291 Moody Street, Ludlow 
call/text: 413-800-6022 • ludlowselfstorage.com

Safe & Secure with 24/7 Access

51 Locust St. 
Suite 3
Northampton
MA 01060
413-614-1112
Primary Care Practice, Chronic Care Management, 

Telehealth Visits, and Immunizations

SAME DAY VISITS AVAILABLE

DOT EXAMS

IN THE CITY

two at the library, and this will 
be the second one we have 
done here. Every year the pho-
tographers just get better and 
better. They do such a won-
derful job. Everyone sees their 
improvement,” Ruiz said.

Ruiz said the photographs 
were also available for pur-
chase. 

“Most of the work is up 
for sale, I already saw several 
of them were sold,” Ruiz said.

Also, some new event fea-
tures this year such as the live 
music and raffles. 

“We always find a way to 
make it better than last year. 
We went from having no mu-
sic to having live music. This 
year, we have a bar and also a 
lottery. At the senior center I 
do many different things. Joan 
is really the one who kind of 
runs the group. I step back, 
but I help them with commu-
nications and planning things 
and just building a schedule 
and preparing for events like 

this. But they’ve been doing 
their own thing for the last five 
years now,” Ruiz said. 

Monica Daena, one of the 
exhibitors, shared how she got 
into photography. 

“I started my interest in 
photography when I was in 
college. I look some courses, 
bought a digital camera, and 
now that I have some free time, 
I decided to expand my inter-
est. I love taking photographs 
of ocean landscapes as well as 
flowers and I’m branching out 
to some lighthouses and but-
terflies, and so, I’m trying to 
do many different things that 
I wouldn’t normally photo-
graph,” Daena said.

Daena shared what she 
particularly enjoys photo-
graphing.

“I love photographing, 
different sunrises and sun-
sets are really my favorite. 
There’s something about the 
excitement of getting up early 
in the morning rushing out to 
the beach, and watching the 
sun come up on the horizon, 

or in the evening as it’s set-
ting over the horizon. It’s ab-
solutely beautiful to see how 
the day is beginning. I just 
wanted to capture the beauty 
that’s all around us. So now I 
carry my camera around with 
me more frequently,” Daena 
said.

Joel Rodowicz got into 
photography through travel.

“I decided to get into 

photography because, when 
I started working full time, I 
started traveling. I just want-
ed some way to document 
the travels. I just had a point 
and shoot type camera, and I 
wasn’t getting any good pic-
tures. And I said, ‘If I’m go-
ing to document, I’ve got to 
get a better camera and I’ve 
got to become a better pho-
tographer,’” Rodowicz said.

For Susan Hughes, the 
senior center encouraged the 
hobby.

“Well, I retired, and I 
joined the senior center, and 
it was something that I love to 
do. I like to be out in nature 
more and just take a walk and 
then you see, you open your 
eyes to see things different-
ly,” Hughes said.

The RiverMills Senior 
Center Photo Club is a fan-
tastic opportunity for people 
to get to learn photography as 
a new skill or unlock an old 
passion again. 

For more information 
on other upcoming events, 
check out the senior center 
newsletter or call 413-534-
3698.

ART SHOW
from page 1

Susan Hughes with her photos at the gallery on September 23.  Richard Palmer poses with his photos at the gallery on Septem-
ber 23. 

Monica Daena with her photos. 
Karen Palmer and Mary Rodowicz selling lottery tickets at the 
gallery event. 

Joel Rodowicz shows off his photos at the gallery.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

BELCHERTOWN – On Sept. 20, members of the Chicopee High School Air Force Junior ROTC and the Chicopee High School Marching Band got to take part in the Belchertown Parade during this year’s 
Belchertown Fair. 

Chicopee represents at Belchertown Parade
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Comp’s Olivia Warren 
serves.

Ellie Suarez gets the bump 
near the sideline.

Colts win battle with rival Pacers

Isabelle Torres sets the 
ball for Chicopee High. Keishalee Guzman looks up at 

the loose ball.Alannah Santiago sends the ball over the net.

Comp falls 
at home
to South 
Hadley

The Chicopee Comprehensive 
High School boys soccer team fell at 
home to visiting South Hadley 1-0. In 
a game both schools needed to get 
back on track, a goal from Matt Gillis 
made the big difference in the game. 
Noah Carillon had eight saves for the 
shutout and helped South Hadley 
improve to 2-4-1. Iakov Bulatov al-
lowed the single goal and made nine 
saves. Comp fell to 2-5.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY
 WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Blake Stetson takes a free kick. Daniel Gauthier eyes the ball.

Landon Sousa makes his way 
up the field.Dylan Harris fights a South Hadley player for the ball.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE—At the end 
of the 2022 regular season, the 
Chicopee Comp girls’ varsity 
volleyball team squeaked out 
a 3-2 road win over crosstown 
rival Chicopee High School. 

Olivia Warren, who’s 
a senior co-captain of this 
year’s Comp’s squad, was a 
freshman that season.

The Lady Pacers won the 
next two meetings on the vol-

leyball court against the Lady 
Colts by 3-1 scores, but they 
couldn’t make it three in a 
row. 

After losing the opening 
set, 26-24, in the first meeting 
of this season, Warren and her 
Lady Colts teammates cap-
tured the next three sets, 25-
17, 25-18, 25-17 leading to a 
3-1 road victory, last Tuesday 
night.     

“It’s just a great feel-
ing, especially after we lost 
to Chicopee High during 

the past two seasons,” said 
Chicopee Comp head coach 
Brittany Dussault. “We made 
a couple of adjustments af-
ter losing the first set and we 
also communicated very well. 
It’s always a different level of 
volleyball whenever you’re 
playing a rivalry match.”

The two teams had only 
faced each other one time 
during the regular season in 
recent years. They’re now 
members of the Southern Di-
vision. They’re scheduled to 
meet for a second time this 
season on October 7, which 
will be Comp’s senior night.

The other senior cap-
tain for Comp is Lorianys 
Vazquez.

The victory improved the 
Lady Colts overall record to 
4-2.

Warren led her team with 
13 kills.

Junior Brielle Bennett 
chipped in with 11 kills and 
eight digs.

Freshman Keishalee 
Guzman contributed with 26 
assists in her first match in the 
rivalry series. 

The Lady Pacers (2-4) 
were guided by senior Madi-
son Thibault with 16 kills and 
10 digs.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

 Pacers remain undefeated

Iakov Bulatov dives for the ball.

CHICOPEE – Last 
week, Chicopee High 
School boys soccer suf-
fered its first “non-win” 
of the season. 

The boys battled to 
a scoreless tie with Aga-
wam last Monday night. 
South Hadley was also 
on the schedule last week 
and the Pacers scored a 
3-0 win over the Tigers. 
Chicopee is now 5-0-1 
with a perfect record in 
the Holley 

Division. Coming 
up, the Pacers will host 
a home match with Pope 
Francis on Saturday, 
Sept. 27 at 11 a.m.

Tiago Destepado eyes an opening up the field.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Travis Podolski considers his next move.

Abdulwahhab Alnuaimi looks to avoid the Agawam midfielder.

Evan Tyrrell settles the ball.

See VOLLEYBALL
page 6
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com

*Be sure to indicate “Dazzler” 
in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Community 

Dazzler Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your holiday calendar events
FREE OF CHARGE in our Dazzler Supplement which will 

be published November 19, 2025. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is
 October 20.

“Madison has a very 
bright future. I think she can 
play volleyball at the next 
level,” said Chicopee High 
head coach Yamil Mon-
ranez. “She’s one of our 
leaders.”

Senior libero Camila 
Westry had a game-high 23 
digs. 

Senior captain Isabele 
Torres finished the match 
with a total of 25 assists.

Monranez gave his 
thoughts about the Comp 
match.

“We’ve held the edge in 
this series during the past 
couple of years. We lacked 
energy and didn’t play as 
a team, especially during 
the final three sets in to-
night’s match,” he said. 
“We played very well in 
the opening set. It has been 
an up and down season for 
us.”

The score was tied more 
than ten times in the opening 
set.

The score was tied 20-20 
before the Lady Pacers won 
the next three points. A thun-
dering kill by Thibault made 
the score 23-20.

After both teams ex-
changed points, Comp kept 
their hopes of winning the 
first set alive with three unan-
swered points, tying the score 
at 24-24. 

Then the home team won 
the next two points with the 
help of an unforced error, 
and a Thibault kill.

An ace by Thibault gave 
her team a 9-7 advantage in 
the second set.

That’s when the mo-
mentum started to switch 
sides.

The Lady Colts used an 
8-0 run to build a 15-9 lead.

Comp also reeled off 
six more unanswered points 
giving them a double digit 
advantage at 22-11.

The Lady Pacers closed 
the gap before the Lady 
Colts managed to tie the 
overall match.

The Lady Colts held 
the lead in the third set from 
start to finish and were able 
to take a 2 to 1 lead.

The score of the fourth 
set was tied 10-10 before the 
Lady Colts pulled away with 
the help of an 11-2 run.

A Vazquez kill gave the 
Lady Colts a 21-12 lead.

The Lady Colts then 
sealed their first victory in 
the rivalry series since 2022.

The Lady Pacers will be 
looking to even the season 
series on Oct. 7.

T-Birds make more personnel 
changes ahead of season

SPRINGFIELD  –  The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
have announced a hire and 
multiple promotions to 
their business staff heading 
into the new season. Sophia 
Mackin has been hired as 
Coordinator of Digital and 
Social Media, Frank Grimal-
di has been promoted to Di-
rector of Ticket Operations 
and Retention, and  Steve 
Brousseau has been promot-
ed to Senior Account Exec-
utive.

Mackin joins the Thun-
derbirds after serving as a 
social and digital media in-
tern with the team for the 
previous two seasons. A 
native of East Longmead-
ow, Mass., Mackin graduat-
ed from UMass-Amherst in 
May of 2025.

Grimaldi, a Springfield 
native,  is an original staff 
member of the Thunder-
birds front office, having 
been with the club since the 
team’s inception in 2016. He 

served as an Account Ex-
ecutive from 2016 to 2018 
before transitioning to his 
ticket operations & reten-
tion role before the 2018-19 
season. He is an alumnus of 
Western New England Uni-
versity.

Brousseau joined the 
Thunderbirds front office 
full-time during the 2021-22 
season after spending two 
seasons as a game-day in-
tern with the team. A native 
of Freeport, Maine, Brous-
seau has been recognized 
for his excellence, having 
been named a finalist for the 
Howdy Award this past April 
for outstanding customer 
service in the hospitality in-
dustry. He is an alumnus of 

Springfield College.
In addition, the Thun-

derbirds have also brought 
in Andrew “Guam” McCor-
mic as Retail Office Coordi-
nator and Ethan Vattaso as 
Gameday Operations Assis-
tant. 

McCormic served as the 
Gameday Operations Assis-
tant last season before transi-
tioning into this role, where 
he will assist in gameday 
merchandise and retail sales. 
He is a 2025 graduate of 
Springfield College and will 
be entering his fourth season 
with the T-Birds organiza-
tion.

Vattaso, a current un-
dergraduate at Springfield 
College, is entering his 
third season as part of the 
Thunderbirds’ gameday 
staff. He will manage the 
staff and oversee live enter-
tainment elements through-
out home game nights at 
the MassMutual Center this 
season.

Owls get conference win over Dean
WESTFIELD – Soph-

omore RB Aidan Patterson 
(East Lyme, Conn.) scored 
three touchdowns to lead 
Westfield State University to 
a 48-6 win over conference 
newcomer Dean College in 
a Massachusetts State Col-
legiate Athletic Conference 
football game on Saturday 
in Franklin, Mass.

Westfield snares its first 
win of the season to go to 1-2 
overall and 1-1 in the MAS-
CAC, while Dean is now 0-3 
and 0-2 in the league.

Patterson scored on runs 
of 18 and 10 yards in the first 
half, and caught a short pass 
and ran it into the end zone 
for a 11-yard touchdown in 
the third quarter.

Westfield jumped out to 
a 20-0 lead in the game, and 
led 20-6 at the half, the lone 
blemish on the scoreboard 
coming on a 71-yard scoop 
and score fumble recovery 
by Dean’s K-Vorn Pember-
ton with 20 seconds left in 

the first half.
Westfield held huge 

edges in nearly every sta-
tistical category, outgaining 
the Bulldogs 405 yards to 
60, posting 24 first downs to 
Dean’s 8, and had a 40:02 to 
19:58 advantage in time of 
possession.   Westfield held 
Dean to -53 yards rushing.

Westfield was 11-12 (92 
percent) on third down con-
versions.

Owls QB Miles Foer-
ster (Amherst, Mass.) was 
a perfect 10-10 passing for 
137 yards and three TD’s, 
connecting with Patterson, 
Casey Tang (Cambridge, 
Mass.) and Will Brewster 
(Westfield, Mass.) for the 
three scores.   Foerster’s 
perfect passing day sets a 
school record for comple-
tion percentage in a game 
with the perfect 1.000 mark.  
Colby Pires was 16-17 for a 
.941 mark against Worcester 
State in 2022.

Manny Mengata 

(Tewksbury, Mass.) carried 
23 times for 126 yards, and 
Patterson added six carries 
for 46 yards.   Nick Bouch-
er (Dartmouth, Mass.) and 
JC Pena (Worcester, Mass.) 
each had TD runs late for the 
Owls.

Justyn Gardener (East 
Hartford, Conn.), Landon 
Andre (Belchertown, Mass.) 
and Tommy Bean (Stafford 
Springs, Conn.) each had 
five tackles to lead the Owls, 
with Gardener adding a pair 
of sacks and Andre and Bean 
recording one apiece.

Da’Qwon Foster caught 
four passes for 43 yards 
for the Bulldogs.   Sincere 
Wright led Dean with 13 
tackles.

It was the first-ever 
meeting in football between 
the two schools.

Westfield will be back 
in action at home next Sat-
urday, Sept. 27, hosting 
Worcester State at 2 p.m. as 
part of Family Weekend.

VOLLEYBALL
from page 7

Thalia Villalongo sends the ball away.

Madison Thibault goes high for the spike.

since the ‘80s and only less 
than 30 of them have been 
women,” Cote said. “We’re 
just really happy that we have 
a good contingent now.”

The recognition, Cote 
added, came together through 
Patrolman Stephanie Paquin.

“We’ve been talking 
about it for a few years be-
cause we always recognize 
the day, but she said, ‘You 
know, we do have enough 
numbers now. Could we have 
a full shift?’ Unfortunately, 
like I said, due to vacations 
we weren’t able to do that, 
but we are out in force and 
we really do appreciate the 
men that support us as well,” 
Cote said.

Cote emphasized the 
support.

“We need people that 
support us. It’s not an easy 
career for anyone, but we 
definitely are very proud of 
our job,” Cote said.

Cote also expressed grat-
itude at having the women 
together to mark the special 
day, sharing she enjoys men-
toring and coaching and get-
ting future leaders along with 
being part of the community.

“I feel like the recruit-
ment and the encouragement 
that I’ve given to younger 
people when I’ve gone to the 
schools or to the colleges to 
talk to them has helped and 
just in general, I think that 
it’s more kind of a viable ca-
reer path for women now,” 
Cote said. “Back when I got 
on in the ‘90s, it wasn’t real-
ly looked at as a great career 
path for women. It really is. 
For me, it’s been 29 years 
and it’s been challenging, but 
definitely worth it.”

For any women in the 
community interested in join-
ing the police department, 
Cote offered this advice.

“Follow your heart, ba-
sically. If you believe that a 
career path is something that 

you really want to do, work 
hard at it and you can do any-
thing that you put your mind 
to, really,” Cote said. “We do 
do the Youth Police Acad-
emy with the Boys & Girls 
Club and every year, we have 
about 50% women and 50% 
girls and boys. Capt. Lambert 
is going to be doing the men-
toring program and, again, 
we really want to encourage 
anyone—male and female—
to consider this as a viable 
career path or option. It’s a 
great career, you get to help 
people.”

Her message was this.
“We are blessed that our 

community does support our 
law enforcement, but today, if 
we could just take a moment 
to make a special recognition 
of the women in law enforce-
ment and then throughout the 
year the men and women,” 
Cote said. “We are very lucky 
in Chicopee that our commu-
nity does support our law en-
forcement.”

POLICE WOMEN
from page 1
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Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Events &announcements scheduleannouncements schedule
Goal Setting at RiverMills 

CHICOPEE – The Coun-
cil on Aging will hosting a 
Goal Setting Series beginning 
Monday, Sept. 15 at Noon at 
Chicopee Council on Aging’s 
RiverMills Center, 5 West 
Main St.

Do you set goals and they 
fall through? Do you want to 
be held more accountable for 
things you need to get done 
and want to accomplish? 

Join this five-part goal 
setting series, led by River 
Valley Counseling. The dates 
that this series will meet are 
Sept. 29, Oct. 20, Nov. 17, and 
Dec. 8 at Noon. 

During this series, you 
will learn about goal setting, 
putting those goals on paper, 
how to execute your goals. 
You will also follow up with 
the group on your progress 
and set-backs, and to start to 
think about future goals for 
the new year. 

You must register in ad-
vance by stopping by River-
Mills or by calling 534-3698.

St. Stan’s Rosary Society 
125th Anniversary

CHICOPEE - We wel-

come all to the joyous celebra-
tion of the 125th Anniversary 
of the Rosary Society at the 
Basilica of St. Stanislaus 566 
Front Street Chicopee, MA on 
Sunday Oct. 5, 2025.

Commencing with the 
Recitation of the Rosary at 
10:30 a.m., a Mass will fol-
low at 11 a.m. The celebra-
tion continues at the Castle of 
Knights Meeting and Banquet 
House 1599 Memorial Drive 
Chicopee with a cocktail hour 
starting at 12:30 p.m. and din-
ner served at 1:30 p.m. 

The guest speakers, Rev. 
Michael Heine, OFM Conv 
and Sr. Andrea Ciszewski, 
FSSJ will share relevant mes-
sages and reflections during 
this special Jubilee Year. En-
tertainment will be provided 
by Joey Dziok. 

Tickets for the dinner can 
be purchased for $40 per per-
son at the Basilica of St. Stan-
islaus Parish Office 40 Cyman 
Drive Chicopee, MA. Honor-
ing or memorializing previous 
members can be facilitated by 
offering a donation and filling 
out a form at the Parish Office. 

Come celebrate with us 
and make this event in hon-

oring our Blessed Mother 
memorable. For any ques-
tions, contact (413) 594-6669 
or email BasilicaofSSRS @
gmail.com.

First Central Bible Church of 
Chicopee launches Awana 

Program
CHICOPEE – First Cen-

tral Bible Church today an-
nounced the kickoff of Awa-
na, a global, Bible-based 
discipleship program that 
helps churches and families 
raise children and youth to 
know, love, and serve Jesus 
Christ. 

The program is open to 
the community and will be 
held at the church located at 
50 Broadway Street, Chicop-
ee.

Weekly sessions run on 
Wednesdays from September 
10, 2025 to May 20, 2026 from 
6:30 pm to 8:00 pm and are for 
children ages two through fifth 
grade. Registration is required 
on the church website at www.
firstcentral.church. There is no 
charge.

All families looking for a 
positive activity for their kids 
are welcome.

Awana combines Scrip-
ture memorization, Bible 
teaching, fun activities, and 
mentorship to help young peo-
ple build a lasting foundation 
of faith. The program provides 
a safe, structured environ-
ment where kids can make 
new friends, build confidence, 
grow spiritually, and explore 
how God’s Word applies to 
their everyday lives.

If you have questions, 
please call the church office at 
413-592-5353. 

DCR Recreational Advisory: 
Cyanobacteria Bloom in Chi-

copee Reservoir 
BOSTON - The Depart-

ment of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) is warning 
the public of a cyanobacteria 
bloom present in Chicopee 
Reservoir at Chicopee State 
Park in the City of Chicopee. 

During a bloom it is 
strongly advised that the pub-
lic should not have contact 
with the water. Additionally, 
pet owners should keep their 
animals away from the shore-
line to prevent them from in-
gesting the water. 

The waterbody will be re-

tested until cyanobacteria lev-
els are within acceptable lim-
its per Department of Public 
Health (DPH) guidelines. For 
questions regarding cyanobac-
teria blooms, please contact 
the DPH at (617) 624-5757 or 
visit the agency’s algae web-
page.  

Effective immediately - 
until further notice.

Holyoke Chicopee Head Start 
holding Raising A Read-

er Family Shared Reading 
Program

HOLYOKE – The Holy-
oke Chicopee Family & Com-
munity Program is currently 
hosting a “Raising A Reader” 
Family Shared reading pro-
gram.

The program is for fami-
lies with children from infant 
to five years old.

Let’s get together for fun 
activities that develop reading 
readiness and social emotion-
al skills! Take home a red bag 
each week with books to bor-
row.

The program takes place 
on Wednesdays, 4 to 5 p.m. at 
HCS Head Start the first and 
third Wednesday of the month 

at 41 Commercial St., Holy-
oke.

Please call or email Shane 
at ShaneW@headstart.org  or 
413-310-1632.

This program is funded 
by the Coordinated Family 
and Community Engagement 
(CFCE) grant awarded to HCS 
Head Start by the Department 
of Early Education and Care.

Livy’s VIP Dance Oct. 5
LUDLOW – Livy’s VIP 

Dance, in support of a fund-
raiser for Rett Syndrome, will 
take place on Sunday, Oct. 5, 
from 2 to 5 p.m. at the Gremio 
Lusitano Club.

The special dance is in 
memory of Livy, who suc-
cumbed to Rett Syndrome at 
the age of five.

Sparkle, shine and support!
Music and memories with 

VIP Princess guests.
To learn more, contact 

Maggie Wurm at maggie@
rsangels.org or Shanon at sha-
non.m.hardy@gmail.com.

To learn more about Rett 
Syndrome, visit rsangels.org.

For the event page, visit 
rsangels.org/event/livys-v-i-p-
dance/.

Sharing additional insight 
on the evening was Vieau, who 
reflected on the importance of 
Lorraine’s involvement in the 
community while detailing 
his own humble beginning to 
his personal involvement with 
the organization. 

“The support of the com-
munity is always special, 
especially to witness those 
coming from outside of the 
Chicopee borders, and to have 
the (John Boyle O’Reilly 
Club) play host is just tremen-
dous to see,” Vieau said. “Peo-
ple understand that there are a 
lot of people who are having a 
hard time making ends meet, 
and these donations go a long 
way.” 

Vieau also took a moment 
to reflect and acknowledge the 
sense of ‘Chicopee Pride’ evi-
dent in the atmosphere, as the 
community continues to rally 
in times of hardship, and last 
week’s event proved no dif-
ferent. 

“There’s always a huge 
sense of pride in Chicopee,” 
Vieau said. 

Providing additional in-

sight about the role of Lor-
raine’s was Board Member 
John Paquette, who said 
events like the fundraiser led 
to a sense of responsibility 
to find ways to keep aware-
ness going further in size and 
scope. 

“It’s important to re-
member the rising increase 
of food insecurities and 
shortages that continue to 
occur,” Paquette said. “Now-
adays, with events like this, 
it drives us to continue our 
commitment to upholding 
our values and helping get 
our supplies and food to the 
public daily.” 

Paquette also reflected 
on the partnership between 
everyone and how the event 
was a resounding success, ex-
pressing an ode of gratitude to 
the Boyle. 

“The community con-
tinues to come together, and 
it’s truly amazing to witness, 
especially when you go city 
to city,” Paquette said. “And I 
want to say thank you to ev-
eryone for coming here, espe-
cially all of the sponsors, such 
as the Polish National Credit 
Union, who have been incred-
ible, and we couldn’t do this 

without them.” 
Shane Hall, V.P. of Mar-

keting at Polish National 
Credit Union, talked about 
the partnership between Lor-
raine’s and PNCU.

“This event is about de-
veloping and fostering a tight-
knit community, while show-
casing the value that no matter 

who you are or where you 
come from, you belong,” Hall 
said. “We(PNCU) just want 
to continue to be a resource, 
while showing our support 
and having the ability to give 
back.” 

Hall also touched upon 
the inclusion, resilience and 
outpour of support from the 

community continuing to 
show up. 

“The pride associated 
with this event is tremendous,” 
Hall said. “It’s not about be-
ing at (Polish National) or the 
(JBO), it’s about supporting 
Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen, and 
this is awesome, and looking 
at everyone here shows the 

sense of unity among Chicop-
ee.”

For those who attended, 
signature bar food staples, 
such as hamburgers and hot 
dogs, were served, with all 
proceeds being returned to 
Lorraine’s, which in total 
made $1,522.25. The event 
ran from 6 to 8 p.m.

LORRAINE’S
from page 1

Event volunteers cooking to feed the masses.

The band One Was Johnny provided music.

Side view of the packed pavilion before the sunset.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BRENDAN ROONEY

From left to right, Mayor John Vieau, Brian Mendes and Bernie St. George of Cigars4Soldiers. 
They also served as the celebrity bartenders. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. 

HD25P1930PM
In the matter of: 

Rose Pavia
Of: Chicopee, MA
RESPONDENT

(Person to be 
Protected/Minor) 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
CONSERVATOR OR OTHER 

PROTECTIVE ORDER
 PURSUANT TO G.L. c. 190B,

§5-304 & §5-405
To the named Respondent and 

all other interested persons, a pe-
tition has been filed by Baystate 
Medical Center of Springfield, 
MA in the above captioned mat-
ter alleging that Rose Pavia is in 
need of a Conservator or other 
protective order and requesting 
that Lisa Judkins of Auburn, 
MA (or some other suitable per-
son) be appointed as Conserva-
tor to serve With Surety on the 
bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
disabled, that a protective order 
or appointment of a Conservator 
is necessary, and that the pro-
posed conservator is appropriate.  
The petition is on file with this 
court.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you wish to 
do so, you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 A.M. 
on the return date of 10/17/2025. 
This day is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by which you 
have to file the written appear-
ance if you object to the petition.  
If you fail to file the written ap-
pearance by the return date, ac-
tion may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you.  In 
addition to filing the written ap-
pearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stat-
ing the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 days 
after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceed-

ing may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both.  The 
above-named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer.  Any-
one may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person.  If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 18, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/26/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P1957EA
Estate of: 

Yolanda A Daley 
Date of Death: 08/12/2025

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Franscisco Dun-
can of Springfield, MA request-
ing that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Franscisco Duncan of Spring-
field, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 

have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 10/20/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 22, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

09/26/2025

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on October 10, 
2025 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2011 Toyota RAV4
VIN: 2T3DK4DVXBW064005
Jason Jackson 
12 Pascal Dr.
Springfield, MA 01119

2017 Dodge Grand Caravan 
VIN: 2C4RDGBG7HR724199
Makayla Dante
4282 Us Highway 89 23
Livingston, MT 59047

2008 Ford Fusion 
VIN: 3FAHP07Z18R232630
Keenan T. Tschauder
123 Trolley Crossing Ln.
Middletown, CT 06457	

2001 Honda Civic
VIN: 1HGEM22991L013543
Kevin Negron Oppenheimer
14 Joslin Street, Apt. 2F
Providence, RI 02909

2007 Ford Fusion 
VIN: 3FAHP07Z67R247932
William Keating
PO Box 2
Westspringfield, MA 01089	

2010 Honda Insight 
VIN: JHMZE2H77AS006453
Axsel Rodriguez
33 Aspen St., Apt B
Ware, MA 01082

2005 Chevrolet Trailblazer 
VIN: 1GNDT13S052327710
Katy Flynn
177 Greenwoods Rd. W
Norfolf, CT 06058

1995 Gmc Topkick 
VIN: 1GDM7H1J4SJ504045
Batool Express  Inc.
203 Circuit Ave., Ste 122
West Springfield, MA 01089

2013 Toyota Corolla 	
VIN: 2T1BU4EE7DC994425
Samantha Collette
253 Sunrise Ter.
Springfield, MA 01119	

2004 Harley Davidson VRSCA
Anniversary
VIN: 1HD1HAZ104K800496
James Chenier
628 Fuller St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

2003 Lexus ES 300	
VIN: JTHBF30GX36018642
Vanessa Jackson
70 Ferris Ave., Apt. 7J
White Plains, NY 10603

2014 Honda Accord 
VIN: 1HGCR2F30EA149432
Carmen Moyet And Yarielis Cor-

rea
56 Old Farm Rd. 
Springfield, MA 01119

2013 Chevrolet Captiva 
VIN: 3GNAL3EK1DS614004
Roemane Gordon
353 S Center St., Apt. 1B
Orange, NJ 07050

2002 Honda Civic 
VIN: 2HGES16132H520862
Domanic Bergeron
62 Stedman St.
Chicopee, MA 01013
09/26, 10/03, 10/10/2025

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on September 
26th, 2025 at Interstate Towing, 
Inc the following Motor Vehi-
cles will be sold at private sale 
to satisfy our garage keeper’s 
lien thereon for storage, towing 
charges, care and expenses of 
notices and sale of said vehicles. 

2009 Nissan Xterra 
VIN: 5N1AN08W39C509294
Joshua Tanner
503 Old North Road
Worthington, MA 01098

2016 Ford Fusion 
VIN: 1FA6P0HD2G5120771
Saundra Gadson
522 W 5th St.
Chillicothe, OH 45601

1998 Ford Econoline
VIN: 1FTPE24LXWHA42847
Jacob Spencer
26 Wood Hill Rd.
Sutton, VT 05867

2015 Ford Fusion SE
VIN: 3FA6P0HD8FR139417
Naarah Berry
13 Ridgeview Rd.
Sturbridge, MA 01566

2007 Chevrolet Express G1500
VIN: 1GCFG15X871231038
Jesus Ramirez Garcia
5028 Colemont Dr.
Antioch, TN 37013

2002 Jeep Liberty Sport
VIN: 1J4GL48K82W116026
Timothy Woodbury
316 Lake Ave.
Bristol, CT 06010
09/12, 09/19, 09/26/2025

THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS

MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION – 
HIGHWAY DIVISION

NOTICE OF A
 PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL 

MEETING
Project Description: 

Chicopee – 
Bridge Replacement, 
Br# C-13-038 I-391 

over Route 116 
(Chicopee Street)

Project File No. 612187
A Public Informational Meet-

ing will be held by MassDOT to 
discuss the proposed project in 
Chicopee, MA.

WHERE: 
Chicopee Comprehensive
High School
617 Montgomery Street
Chicopee, MA 01013
WHEN: 
Wednesday, 
October 8th, 2025, 6:00 PM 
PURPOSE: The purpose of 

this meeting is to provide the 
public with the opportunity to 
become fully acquainted with the 
proposed project.  All views and 
comments made at the meeting 
will be reviewed and considered 
to the maximum extent possible.

PROPOSAL: The proposed 
project consists of the full re-
placement of the Vietnam Veter-
ans’ Memorial Bridge which car-
ries I-391 over Route 116, locally 
known as Chicopee Street, in the 
Willimansett neighborhood of 
Chicopee. The existing bridge 
is a concrete structure, origi-
nally opened to traffic in 1979. 
It provides three northbound 
lanes (towards Holyoke) and 
three southbound lanes (towards 
Chicopee), though the left lanes 
of both directions are currently 
closed to traffic.  Though safe for 
all users, this bridge has reached 
the end of its useful lifespan and 
must be replaced. MassDOT 
proposes to replace the exist-
ing structure with a new bridge 
which will provide three lanes in 
each direction, a 75-year design 
life span, and incorporate mod-

ern bridge design elements to 
reduce maintenance impacts to 
the Willimansett neighborhood 
and the traveling public.  During 
demolition of the existing struc-
ture and construction of the new 
bridge, some limited detours and 
closures may be required to en-
sure public safety, but in general, 
MassDOT will seek to maintain 
traffic on both Chicopee Street 
and I-391. We invite all members 
of the community to attend the 
meeting and learn more about 
this project.

This location is accessible to 
people with disabilities. Mass-
DOT provides  reasonable ac-
commodations and/or language 
assistance free of charge  upon 
request (including but not limited 
to interpreters in American Sign 
Language and languages oth-
er than English, open or closed 
captioning for videos, assistive 
listening devices and alternate 
material formats, such as audio 
tapes, Braille and large print), as 
available.   For accommodation 
or  language assistance, please 
contact MassDOT’s Chief Diver-
sity and Civil Rights Officer by 
phone (857-368-8580), fax (857-
368-0602), TTD/TTY (857-368-
0603) or by email (MassDOT.
CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us).  
Requests should be made as soon 
as possible prior to the meeting, 
and for more difficult to arrange 
services including sign-language, 
CART or language translation or 
interpretation, requests should be 
made at least ten (10) business 
days before the meeting.   In the 
event of inclement weather a can-
cellation announcement will be 
posted on the internet at https://
www.mass.gov/orgs/highway-
division/events. 

JONATHAN GULLIVER
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR

CARRIE E. LAVALLE
CHIEF ENGINEER

09/26, 10/03/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. 

HD21P2402PM
In the interests of 

Jerome R Roy
Of Chicopee, MA 
RESPONDENT

Incapacitated Person/
Protected Person

CITATION GIVING NOTICE 
OF  PETITION FOR 

TERMINATION OF A 
CONSERVATOR OF AN 

INCAPACITATED
PERSON

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by 

M i c h a e l  J  R o y  o f 
Belchertown, MA

Jerome R Roy of Chicopee, 
MA 

in the above captioned matter 
requesting that the court:

Termina te  the  Conser-
vatorship of the Respondent.

The petition asks the court 
to make a determination that the 
Guardian and/or Conservator 
should be allowed to resign; 
or should be removed for good 
cause; or that the Guardianship 
and/or Conservatorship is no 
longer necessary and therefore 
should be terminated. The orig-
inal petition is on file with the 
court.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. lf you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 
10:00 A.M. on the return date 
of 10/03/2025. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by 
the return date, action may be 
taken in thls matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-

sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expenses.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court
Date: September 05, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/26/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD25P1949EA
Estate of: 

Andrzej Stafinski
Date of Death: 08/03/2025
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Mark A. Staf-
inski of Chicopee, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate. 

Mark A. Stafinski of Chicop-
ee, MA

has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
09/26/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield MA, 01103  
Docket No. 

HD25P0453PM
In the matter of: 

Suzanne Switalski 
Of: Chicopee, MA

Protected Person/Disabled 
Person/Respondent 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF 

CONSERVATOR’S 
ACCOUNT 

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per-
sons, you are hereby noti-
fied pursuant to Rule 72 of 
the Supplemental Rules of the 
Probate & Family Court, that 
the Temporary Conservator 
First and Final account(s) of 
Kim Nyiri of Greenfield, MA 
as Conservator of the property 
of said Respondent has or have 
been presented to the Court for 
allowance.

You have the right to object 
to the account(s). If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this court on or 
before 10:00 A.M. on the return 
date of 10/06/2025. This day is 
NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line date by which you have to 
object to the account(s). If you 
fail to file the written appearance 
and objection by the return date, 
action may be taken in this mat-
ter without further notice to you, 
including the allowance of the 
account(s). 

Additionally, within thirty 
days after said return day (or 
within such other time as the 
Court upon motion may order), 
you must file a written affidavit 
of objections stating the specific 
facts and grounds upon which 
each objection is based and a 
copy shall be served upon the 
Conservator pursuant to Rule 3 
of the Supplemental Rules of the 
Probate & Family Court. 

You have the right to send to 
the Conservator, by registered or 
certified mail, a written request 
to receive a copy of the Petition 
and account(s) at no cost to you. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-

sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

Witness, Hon. Barbara M. 
Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: September 05, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/26/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758 

Docket No.
 HD25A0135AD
In the matter of: 

Julius Assane Walbert
CITATION

G.L. c. 210, §6 
TO:
Travis Dean Walbert
any unnamed or unknown 

parent and persons interested 
in a petition for the adoption of 
said child and to the Department 
of Children and Families of said 
Commonwealth. 

A petition has been presented 
to said court by:

Angel Javen Camacho of 
Holyoke, MA

Charity Unique Guillen of 
Holyoke, MA

requesting for leave to adopt 
said child and that the name of 
the child be changed to

If you object to this adop-
tion you are entitled to the 
appointment of an attorney if 
you are an indigent person.

An indigent person is defined 
by SJC Rule 3.10. The defini-
tion includes but is not limited 
to persons receiving TAFDC, 
EACDC, poverty related vet-
eran’s benefits, Medicaid, and 
SSI. The Court will determine 
if you are indigent. Contact an 
Assistant Judicial Case Manager 
or Adoption Clerk of the Court 
on or before the date listed 
below to obtain the necessary 
forms.

I F  YO U  D E S I R E  TO 
OBJECT THERETO, YOU 
O R  Y O U R  AT T O R N E Y 
MUST FILE A WRITTEN 
APPEARANCE IN SAID 
COURT AT  Springfield ON 
OR BEFORE TEN O’CLOCK 
IN THE MORNING (10:00 
AM) ON: 10/23/2025.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 11, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/19, 09/26, 10/03/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD25P1907EA
Estate of: 

Matthew Gerald Wright
Also Known As: 

Matthew G. Wright, 
Matthew Wright

Date of Death: 01/04/2025
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Christopher J.   
Wright of Chicopee, MA. 

Christopher J. Wright of 
Chicopee, MA

has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve with surety on 
the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
09/26/2025

Public Notices
WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit
www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all 
notices to
notices@turley.com1
Access archives and
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.2
Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.3 Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE
FRIDAY, SEPT. 26 AND SATURDAY, 
SEPT. 27, 8am-3pm. Rain/shine. 63 
Walker Rd., Wales. Antiques, furniture, 
plants, arts, rare finds.

WILBRAHAM DKG SCHOLARSHIP 
benefit tag sale at 7 Evergreen Circle, 
Wilbraham. Friday, 9/26 9am-4pm; 
Saturday, 9/27 9am-1pm. Huge se-
lection.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

ALL-BRITE GUTTER SERVICES. 
Seamless gutters, leaf guards, and gutter 
repair. Contact for your free consultation 
508-989-4662. Your local gutter profes-
sional. Huntington, MA HIC#215976

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work. 

No project too small. 
Service upgrades, pools. 

Trustworthy, dependable & insured. 
 Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

MINI EXCAVATOR for hire. Fully op-
erated. Shurb removal, electrical trenches. 
Drainage work. Minor demolition. Licensed/
insured. Call 413-315-1614.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. 

Please call Bob (413)537-5789 
(413)538-7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377.

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
BW ROOFING. Home improvement con-
tractor Reg. #175887. Free estimates. 
15 years experience. 413-727-9846.

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $9500. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880.

AKC CHOCOLATE LABRADOR  pup-
pies ready for loving homes. Must see! 
Contact/text Pam 413-388-1866 for de-
tails.

HOLE SPECIALIST, Ludlow MA is look-
ing to hire machine shop assistant. Good 
mechanical abilities and basic blueprint 
reading required. Full and part time posi-
tions available. 

Email Bob@HoleSpecialists.com 

PART TIME SNOWPLOW 
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snowplow drivers are 
needed for the Town of New 
Braintree for the 2025-2026 sea-
son. Positions available for both 
CDL and non-CDL License.
If you are interested, please 
contact Highway Superintendent 
Richard Ayer at (508) 867-
2451 or email hwysecre-
tary@newbraintree.org.

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

SHOP, WAREHOUSE, GARAGE, light 
industrial, yard space, contractor space/
yard for rent. 2k to 4k sq. ft. indoor space 
available. Large yard/outdoor parking 
available. Location: 1317 Federal St., 
Belchertown, MA. Contact Ben 413-
372-2216.

FOR RENT
4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5/baths, 
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities. 
1st/last/security. References and proof of 
income required.  Call 413-589-0401.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER
Newly renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, off-
street parking, coin-op laundry, $1,500/ mo 
includes heat. No Pets. 

Call Tom 413-896-1555

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
Chimney Repair

Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work

Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
cjmasonryhardscape

@gmail.com

MASONRYMASONRY

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


