Chicopee Register

LOCAL NEWS. LOCAL STORIES. LOCAL ADVERTISERS. SINCE 1998.

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

October 2,2026 1 Vol 34 No.13 1 FREE

Photography Club Ze3s ext bitisr

By Benny Padilla
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - The Riv-
erMills Senior Center’s Pho-
tography Club hosted their
Fifth Annual Photo Exhi-
bition on Sept. 15 that im-
mediately welcomed plenty
of guests that came by the
Chicopee Public Library ‘s
Bazan Community Room
to view and celebrate their
photo club members’ photo-
graphic portfolio.

The event offered free
entry, snacks and refresh-
ments, and live music that
filled the exhibition. Musi-
cians Jeff Schuman played
the keys while Liz Schuman
sang and played the flute
throughout the event. The
exhibit included over 120
photos of 20 different club
members who all spoke on
their work and what inspired
them for this year’s work.

Joel Rodowicz took a
moment to deliver the wel-
coming speech for guests:

“Some people keep

See PHOTO EXHIBIT
page 5

TURLEY PHOTO BY
BENNY PADILLA

Diane Morisi shows
off her nature
photos consisting
of animals, flowers
and outdoor shots.

www.chicopeeregister.turley.com

School Committee
Intervenes on
traffic concerns

Principal Endelos
recently presented to
School Committee

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - Adminis-
trators at one of Chicopee’s
most historic school buildings
are concerned that its proud
track record could be marred
by a traffic incident, if preven-
tative measures aren’t taken.

By all accounts, the pick-
up and drop-off hours at Ist
Sgt. Kevin A. Dupont Middle
School on Front Street are
pure chaos.

The mayhem primari-
ly exists around Academy
Street, where a designated
area exists to drop students
off in the morning and pick
them up in the afternoon.

Howeyver, due to the con-
gestion, people are taking
matters into their own hands
and dropping students off all

along the road. To make mat-
ters worse, drivers regularly
pull three-point turns or enter
a stranger’s driveway to re-
verse course.

The issue has gotten bad
enough that the School Com-
mittee unanimously endorsed
a letter on Sept. 16 to be sent
to the City Council. It propos-
es changing the direction of
traffic on Academy Street to
one-way from 7 to 8 a.m. and
1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Mayor John Vieau said
the action would expedite
the process, as the proposed
ordinance will eventually go
before a subcommittee for a

public hearing.
Vieau pointed out that
Dupont  Middle  School,

which was Chicopee High
School for generations, was
built more than 100 years ago
at a time when most people
nearby walked to school.

See SCHOOL
COMMITTEE page 6

$50K earmarked for vet organizations

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Kkrivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - A $50,000
state earmark was present-
ed to the American Legion
452 and veterans services
throughout Chicopee and

Western Massachusetts on
Sept. 23.

State Sen. John Velis
(D-Westfield) announced
the earmark during his vis-
it last Wednesday, when he
toured its facilities and held
a discussion with members
of the Western Massachu-

setts Veteran Service Officer

Association (WMVSOA)
and Veteran Outreach Into
Community Engagement

(VOICE). He was also joined
by Mayor John Vieau, State

See AMERICAN
LEGION page 6
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The Chicopee delegation with the $50,000 earmark. Here we have Ward 2 City Councilor Shane
Brooks, Mayor John Vieau, State Sen. John Velis (D-Westfield), Adam Anischik, commander/man-
ager of American Legion Post 452, Lamari Jackson, aide to State Sen. Adam Gomez (D-Springfield),
State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow) and Stephanie Shaw, director of Director Services in the city of
Chicopee, WMVSOA Member, and VOICE Secretary.
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The Hub at Market Square was host to the Falling for Chicopee Center event on Sept. 23.

‘Falling for Chicopee Center’ brings community
to downtown businesses and organizations

By Kristin Rivers and
Brendan Rooney

CHICOPEE — The com-
munity gathered at The Hub
at Market Square on Sept. 23
for the ‘Falling for Chicopee
Center’ event highlighting
local businesses and orga-
nizations in the downtown
area.

It was hosted in partner-
ship with the City of Chicop-

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

ee Mayor’s Office and the
Valley Opportunity Council,
with the Greater Chicopee
Chamber of Commerce as a
key organizing partner.

The open-house style
event invited attendees to
check out local businesses,
meet the owners and learn
more about the offerings in
downtown Chicopee. A busi-
ness showcase at The Hub
also provided an opportunity

NADIA MILLERON

FOR CONGRESS
VOTE INDEPENDENT!

Join the movement at
NadiaforCongress.com
PAID FOR BY NADIA FOR CONGRESS

to meet other organizations
including the Chicopee Pub-
lic Schools, Lorraine’s Soup
Kitchen & Pantry for their
new mobile pantry location
at The Hub, Westfield Bank,
Elms College, Advancing
Chicopee Together/Ad-
elantando Chicopee Juntos
(ACT) Coalition and more.

See FALLING FOR
CHICOPEE page 5
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The new members of the Chicopee Fire Department are Vitaliy Bukhantsov, Aidan Lambert, Jason Paulo and Dylan Rooney, pictured
here in this group photo with officials from the city and Chicopee Fire Department.

CFD welcomes four new flreflghter recruits

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Kkrivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The fire
department welcomed four
new firefighter recruits to their
ranks in a ceremony at City
Hall Auditorium on Sept. 21.

The four recruits are
Aidan  Lambert, Vitaliy
Bukhantsov, Dylan Rooney
and Jason Paulo.

Mayor John Vieau said
what he expects from the
four—as shared during the
interview process—was ‘“‘to
hold yourself to a very high
standard.”

“That’s something more
than just a job like I had
mentioned, it’s a career, but
it’s also someone that people
look up to every single day.
So, in and out of uniform I
expect that from you. You are
joining an amazing family
and I can assure you as long
as I’'m mayor, we’re going to
make sure you have the tools
not only to protect yourself,
but to protect this community
and keep people safe. That’s a
commitment to public safety
I made since day one,” Vieau
said. “So, I want to say wel-
come aboard.”

Fire Chief Matt Cross
congratulated the recruits on
the beginning of their new
journey as firefighters.

“Congratulations on
this new appointment. Today
marks the beginning of a ca-
reer that will challenge you,
teach you and give you an
opportunity to make a mean-
ingful difference in the lives
of others. I also want to con-

gratulate family, friends and
loved ones of our new fire-
fighters. Today’s a special day
for you as well. A career in
the fire service is demanding
and the support you provide
will make a meaningful dif-
ference and important role in
the lives of these firefighters,”
Cross said. “There will be dif-
ficult days, long shifts, missed
holidays and important family
occasions. Your patience, un-
derstanding and support will
help you guide them through
those days.”

Cross said people will
call on them “during the worst
moments of their lives.”

“They look to us for help,
for guidance and for solutions
when they don’t know where
else to turn. We are problem
solvers, caregivers and pro-
fessionals and the community
places trust in us, a trust we
need to earn every day,” Cross
said. “This career will present
many challenges. There will
be days where you are tired,
days where things that don’t
go as planned and calls that
may stay with you long af-
ter your shift is over. But the
work you do is rewarding and
it will matter greatly. As you
begin your careers, remember
that you’re joining a proud
tradition of courage, integrity
and service. Wear the uniform
with pride and carry the re-
sponsibility that comes with
it. We are honored to welcome
you to the Chicopee Fire De-
partment, congratulations and
welcome to our team.”

After City Clerk Keith
Rattell swore them in, Lam-
bert, Bukhantsov, Rooney and

Fire Chief Matt Cross congrat-
ulates the new recruits.

Paulo shared what inspired
them to become firefighters.

“I had an apartment fire a
long time ago. Just seeing how
they helped me and my family
unconditionally, I wanted to
do the same,” Lambert said.

“I just wanted to do a job
I feel like I'm making a differ-
ence and serving my commu-
nity,” Bukhantsov said.

“My uncle was a fire-
fighter for 23 years in Holy-
oke, so I grew up around the
fire trucks a lot, I grew up
around the station with him,
so he was a big impact on me,”
Rooney said. “And I just want
to serve the city that I grew up
in, be the best firefighter that I
can be for the city.”

“I grew up across the
street from the Chicopee fire-
men when I was a kid. We
would drive by with the truck
and bring me to his house and
show me, tell me stories. My
son was also a fireman, so that
inspired me and I worked as
an EMT for a long time and
I decided to make a change,”
Paulo said.

The men also reflected on
the swearing-in.

“It means a lot to me. I'm
very grateful for this opportu-
nity,” Lambert said.

“It’s a big honor. I'm very
excited,” Bukhantsov said.

“I'm very excited. I'm
happy to finally be in the city.
Really looking forward to
working with everyone. It’s
an honor to be here,” Rooney
said.

“Exciting and an honor in
the city I grew up in,” Paulo
said.

When asked what they
look forward to, the four said
heading to the fire academy,
getting on the fire truck, learn-
ing everything and getting bet-
ter at what they do, being on
the ambulance and working to
become a better firefighter and
EMT and getting to work and
meeting new people.

They also expressed grat-
itude for the support from
family, friends and their new
colleagues.

The message was this.

“Thank you guys for
choosing me. Can’t wait to
see you guys out there and to
serve your community,” Lam-
bert said.

“Thank you for having us
and I hope I can do the best
job I can to serve you all,”
Bukhantsov said.

“Happy to serve the com-
munity and be the best I can
be for the whole community,
the whole city itself,” Rooney
said.

“Thank you for support-
ing us and supporting Chicop-
ee. Happy for us to be here to
serve you,” Paulo said.

CPL's programs for
fall and winter

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

CHICOPEE — Chicopee
Public Library has plenty of
fun and educational events
planned for the upcoming
fall and winter seasons.

CPL Director Laura
Bovee shared some ongoing
events coming up.

“This fall we’ll be con-
tinuing or resuming many of
our regular events. Events
for adults like One-On-One
Computer Help, Genealo-
gy Open Lab, Needlecraft
Group, English Conversa-
tion Circle, several differ-
ent Book Groups, Writer’s
Group, Yoga, and Scrabble
as well as events for kids
like Little Kid Dance Par-
ty, Baby Time, Story Time,
Build with Lego, and Satur-
day Playgroup are recurring
events that will be continu-
ing in the fall,” Bovee said.

Bovee then shared why
it’s so important to provide
a free space with so many
programs available.

“It’s a part of the li-
brary’s mission to provide
opportunities for leisure,
learning, and cultural en-
richment. But aside from
that, it just feels good to be
contributing to the commu-
nity and to provide informa-
tion and access that people
need. I've loved going to
libraries my entire life, so it
feels good to offer programs
and books and other materi-
als to the residents of Chi-
copee,” Bovee said. “I enjoy
working with the staff to
come up with new and dif-
ferent programs to offer to
people and trying to figure
out what needs they have
that we can help meet.”

Youth Services Coordi-
nator Erin Daly shared the
library’s monthly schedule
for fall for the kids.

“We have a lot of our
regularly scheduled activ-
ities going on during the
school year. Storytime and
Dance Parties for our little
friends. Monthly activities
Bingo for Books, LEGO,
Crafts, and Sewing Club are
returning for our elementary
aged friends. We’re open on
the weekends again, so we’ll
be continuing the Saturday
Playgroup. It’s very chill.
We just put out some extra
toys in the playspace and

families can come play,”
Daly said.

Daly then shared some
changes families should be
aware of.

“A few tweaks to ex-
isting offerings. We’ll be
having Baby Time on alter-
nating Tuesdays. We want to
offer a space for our littlest
friends to play and explore
and for parents and caregiv-
ers to meet up and socialize
as well. We’re going into
our third year of collaborat-
ing with local homeschool-
ing families. Our group has
done many different kinds
of activities together. This
year we are going to focus
on building activities around
books, so instead of a Ho-
meschool Meet Up, we will
call it a Homeschool Book
Club. That will meet once a
month,” Daly said.

Daly then shared events
planned.

“We’ll have a Hallow-
een Party on Oct. 22, and
the Cocoa Carnival on Dec.
4, which will coincide with
the City’s Tree Lighting,”
Daly said.

Daly then shared why
providing a welcoming
space for children and their
families is so important.

“The library is one of
the few places people can
just go and not be expected
to buy anything. We offer
lots of programming, but we
also want the Kids Room to
be a fun, welcoming place
to hang out. Kids come to
decompress after school.
Families can enjoy the chil-
dren’s room in different
ways- playing, reading, do-
ing homework. We always
have coloring pages, craft
supplies, toys and games
folks can use while they are
here,” Daly said.

Daly then shared the li-
brary will be partnering with
ChicopeeFRESH again too.

“We invited them to
join us for our Halloween
Party on Oct. 22, and they
will be collaborating with
us on a Teen Program in No-
vember,” Daly said.

Chicopee Public Li-
brary has exciting programs
for all ages to offer this fall
and winter.

For more information
about upcoming events visit
chicopeepubliclibrary.org.

Wiggles and Giggles program

CHICOPEE - Bring
your little one to enjoy a
class of music, movement,
story time and play time
with Music and Movement.

Ages 3 months to 18
months. Siblings are wel-
come. Drop-in and No cost
to families.

Fridays for 10 weeks
10 to 11 a.m.: Sept. 18, 25,
Oct. 2, 9,16, 23, 30, Nov. 6,
13,20

It is never too early to

LOWER PRICES

T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

INFLATION

PORK LOI
ASSORTED CHOPS......... > 1 88

begin your child’s music ed-
ucation.

Where: OHANA Club-
house, 3 Sheridan St., Chi-
copee. For information with
Mrs. Silvia Cell: 413-505-
9053 or e-mail: DurandS @
headstart.org.

Funded by the Coordi-
nated Family & Communi-
ty Engagement Grant from
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education
and Care.

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS....... 2

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BABY BACK

USDA INSP.

U P —

VIRGINIA HAM........ousmssuson

USDA INSP.

M T

USDA INSP.

BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS.. 3
USDA INSP. STOREVADE ITALIAN MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN BREASTS.. >3

SALE DATES:
10/1/26-10/7/26

SWISS GHEESE............c..cce. USDA INSP.
TAILGATE SPECIALS RO IETLEAN
USDA INSP. STOREMADE KOREAN BBQ MARINATE GROUND BEEF

$529

Chicopee Comp Class of 1974
plans mini-reunion on Oct. 22

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Comprehensive High
School Class of 1974 will be
holding a casual and infor-
mal gathering of classmates
on Thursday, Oct. 22, at the
View Street Tavern in Chi-
copee.

Starting at 3 p.m., come
to enjoy conversation and
laughs with classmates and
friends. There will be a cash
bar available, and pizzas will

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BEL
“LAST YEAR’S PRICE

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 1000 mec. .2 0 7

be available, compliments of
the class treasury, at 5 p.m.

No reservations neces-
sary, but if you think you can
make it, it would helpful if
you could email either Linda
Parlengas at lparlengas @hot-
mail.com; Mona Marcil Fr-
iberg at tinker245@aol.com,
or Lynn Provost Larrabee at
penrose43 @comcast.net.

Come for fun and meet
up with old friends.

<

CHICKEN WINGS 10 (5 86 s

7]

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF T’BONE or
¢ | PORTERHOUSE STEAKS) (St i
ol WHOLE
S 59%8 or HALE/* 4SDA INSP. FROZEN

COCONUT CREAM PIE 27 0z,

5%

$499

99 USDA INSP.
1 b FI;{E?EE;:BV?I,\II-IE(L)?E USDA INSP. FROZEN READY TO COOK
e EYE ROUND FLOUNDER FISH
3 Ib 3439 USDA INSP. IF FROZEN

518
BAG
—|

RAW SHRIMP SHELL ON
13/15 COUNT > 5 5r6ummmnnnne> 1 998

EL N IR0 [Sd@) 90 Avocado St.

HOURS: won. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6  Fri. 8-6 * Sat. 8-3

BUY DIRECT FOR ====== SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE

Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

Cultural Council FY2027
grants accepting applications

CHICOPEE - Chicopee
Cultural Council grants for
FY2027 are now open.

The local Cultural
Council grants aim to sup-
port projects, programs and
events that promote arts,
culture, music and creativity
in our community, fostering

a vibrant cultural scene that
benefits residents and visi-
tors alike.

The application dead-
line is Oct. 16.

Apply at masscultural-
council.org/local-council/
chicopee. Contact us at cul-
ture @chicopeema.gov.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

Public AuctioN |g

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20™ AT 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

e CHICOPEE, MASSACHUSETTS -

&

( 14 ROOM /6 BEDROOM
212 STORY

THREE FAMILY HOME

“CLOSE PROXIMITY TO ALL AMENITIES”

901 Front Street

CHICOPEE, MA

To be sold on the Premises

Features:

* 212 Story Three Family Home ¢ 9,047 S/F of Land
 Total of (14) Rooms w/ (6) Bedrooms & (3) Bathrooms ¢
e +2.703 S/F of Gross Living Area Above Grade ¢ Full Basement
* Porches * Public Water & Sewer ©
Zoned: Industrial Zone * Assessor’s ID: 0102/00019 «

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee

Attorney Jonathan C. Sapirstein

¢ Sapirstein & Sapirstein, PC

1500 Main Street, Springfield, MA
Attorney for Mortgagee

Of the Firm of

Terms Of Sale: $10,000.2 Deposit Cash, Bank or Certified Funds.
Deposit to be increased to 10% of Purchase Price within 5 Business Days.

5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.
Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.

West Springfield, MA ¢ Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 * 610-853-6655
TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 ¢ PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

www.posnik.com ¢ E-mail: info @posnik.com
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Members of The Massachusetts West Region Self Advocacy Group, Leadership Through Advocacy and representatives from The Dis-
ability Law Center at the event on Sept. 8.

Chicopee Public Library hosts Voting Advocacy Event

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - An infor-
mational event presented by
The Massachusetts West Re-
gion Self Advocacy group,
Leadership Through Advocacy
and representatives from The
Disability Law Center took
place at the library on Sept. 8.

The Disability Law Cen-
ter is a nonprofit organization
that provides advocacy and
legal services to individuals
with disabilities; this includes
advocacy in terms of voting
rights. Throughout the event,
attendees and presenters had
the opportunity to ask ques-
tions about topics such as mail
in ballots, methods to avoid
misinformation and sources
to find correct information re-
garding candidate information
as well as voting locations and
methods.

Coordinator Amber
Pettell explained the basis of
the event.

“As coordinators we help
cover logistics. We booked the
space. But really self-advoca-
cy runs on the model, nothing
about us, without us,” Pettell
said.

Advocate with Leader-
ship Through Advocacy Scott
Yolker shared why informa-
tional events like these are so
important.

“Simple. Public Aware-
ness. I mean, the more people

have access to this kind of in-
formation, you know, the more
people can act on it. The more
people can vote and make a
difference in not only our leg-
islation but more importantly
our local legislation,” Yolker
said.

Brianna Zimmerman, a
voting rights advocate with
TDLC, reflected on her advo-
cacy work.

“As (a) Voting Rights Ad-
vocate, my work includes edu-
cating people with disabilities
on their voting rights; helping
people with disabilities regis-
ter to vote; and ensuring that
voting systems are accessible
to people with disabilities.”
Zimmerman said. “Voters with
disabilities, their loved ones,
support workers, and even
election workers do not always
realize that they have the right
to vote privately, independent-
ly and accessibly.”

Zimmerman then gave
some context about REV UP.

“REV UP is a nationwide
movement by the American
Association of People with
Disabilities, AAPD, to build
the power of the disability
vote. There are REV UP chap-
ters across the country, in-
cluding Massachusetts. DLC
helps to coordinate REV UP
Massachusetts, and MetroW-
est Center for Independent
Living provides technical
support. REV UP Massachu-
setts is a statewide coalition of

self-advocates, organizations,
and volunteers. Our coalition
helps people with disabilities
register to vote, learn about
their voting rights, and advo-
cate for accessible voting pro-
cesses in Massachusetts. We
hold regular coalition meet-
ings via Zoom,” Zimmerman
said. “Additionally, voters
with disabilities may experi-
ence barriers to accessing in-
formation about elections and
voting. For example, websites
or events such as candidate fo-
rums are not always accessible
for voters who use assistive
technology or written in plain
language, people living in fa-
cilities may have limited ac-
cess to the Internet or people
they trust to help them vote,
and many people do not know
where to go to learn about their
rights or ask for help. Through
education, DLC works to em-
power voters with disabilities
and help bridge the disability
voting gap.”

Zimmerman then shared
some key information voters
should be aware of regarding
mail in ballots and an accessi-
ble voting machine.

“Massachusetts’ accessi-
ble voting machine is called
the AutoMARK machine.
There should be at least one
AutoMARK machine in ev-
ery polling place. AutoMARK
machines mark ballots for vot-
ers. The machine can read vot-
ers’ ballots aloud in a variety

of languages through provided
headphones, magnify ballots
or change color contrast on the
provided screen. AutoMARK
machines have a touch screen
and Braille keypad that vot-
ers use to select their choices.
Additionally, voters whose
disabilities make it difficult
to mark a paper ballot inde-
pendently can request to use
the accessible vote by mail
system as an accommodation.
This system allows voters to
view, mark, certify, and cast
their ballots electronically.
The system is secure and ac-
cessible for people with dis-
abilities.” Zimmerman said.
“All parts of polling places,
from the parking lot to the vot-
ing area, should be accessible
to people with disabilities, in
accordance with 950 CMR
51.00. Voters with disabilities
can reach out to their local
election office to ask about
any accommodations they
may need.”

For more information
about Leadership Through
Advocacy visit https://dis-
abilityinfo.org/records/leader-
ship-through-advocacy/.

For more information
about the Massachusetts West
Region Self Advocacy Group
visit https://www.wearemass.
org/west-region.

For more information
about upcoming CPL events
visit  chicopeepubliclibrary.
org.

RiverMil

Is Senior

Center News

Trunk Sale
CHICOPEE - The
Council on Aging will

host a Trunk Sale on Fri-
day, Oct. 9 from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. at Chicopee Coun-
cil on Aging’s RiverMills
Center, 5 West Main St.

The Friends of River-
Mills are hosting a Trunk
Sale at RiverMills Cen-
ter! The cost of a parking
spot to sell your items is
$10. One car per seller, but
multiple spots can be pur-
chased.

Tables and chairs are
the responsibility of the
seller and no items can be
left behind. You must be a
member of the senior cen-
ter to sell your items, but
shopping the sale is open
to the public.

The rain date for this
event is Friday, Oct. 16.
You must register in ad-
vance to purchase a spot at
RiverMills Center.

Holiday

Craft Fair

CHICOPEE - The
Chicopee Council on Ag-
ing’s Friends of RiverMills
will host a Holiday Craft
Fair on Friday, Nov. 13,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
Chicopee Council on Ag-
ing’s RiverMills Center,
located at 5 W. Main St.

Come on down to
RiverMills for the Friends
of RiverMills Second An-
nual Holiday Craft Fair!
If you are a local crafter

and would like to sell your
handmade items, please
contact Leah Laflamme at
413-534-3698 ext. 105 for
more information.

A space for this event
is $15.

Registration to reserve
a spot is now open. This
event is open to the public
to sell and shop.

Memory
Connections

CHICOPEE - The
Chicopee Council on Ag-
ing continues to offer the
support group “Memory
Connections” on the first
Wednesday of every month
from 3 to 5 p.m. at Chicop-
ee Council on Aging’s Riv-
erMills Center, located at 5
W. Main Street.

Memory Connections
is a program that serves
caregivers of people with
Dementia and their loved
ones living with Dementia.
Caregivers will participate
in a program led by Lau-
ra Lavoie, president and
founder of Our Demen-
tia Life. During this time,
their loved ones who have
Dementia will spend time
in an activity supervised by
trained facilitators.

These activities with
range from crafts, a walk,
music, etc. At 4 p.m., ev-
eryone will join together
for an early dinner. You
must register in advance
by stopping by RiverMills
center or by calling 534-
3698.

All Makes & Models Car Show

CHICOPEE - The All
Makes & Models Car Show
takes place on Saturday, Oct.
3, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
the Chicopee Moose Club
at 244 Fuller Rd, Chicopee
MA 01020.

Come on out and bring
your classic to the annual All

Makes & Models Car Show
presented by the Corvette
Club of Western MA.

Food, beverages, raffles,
trophies and live music pro-
vided by The Blue Groove
Band.

$20 car entry fee and
Spectators are Free.

Cigar Night held at Rumbleseat

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - The Rum-
bleseat Bar & Grille hosted its
first annual “Cigar Night” with
the Polish Center of Discovery
and Learning (PCDL), Ber-
nat’s Deli, and the Cigar Room
II — a collaboration that orga-
nizers described as mutually
beneficial for all involved on
Aug. 20.

Olen Bielski III, PCDL
Director of Business Develop-
ment, offered insight into the
event.

“So this idea came togeth-
er about a month ago when I
was chatting with my good
friends Greg [Bernat], Billy
[Stetson], and Chris [Borders],
and we all thought of a way to
celebrate the end of the sum-
mer while finding a way to
benefit and raise proceeds for
the Polish Center, right before
the fall, while also keeping it
local to Chicopee,” Bielski
said. “Because the main vision
we are looking to follow at the
Polish Center is to develop
relationships within the com-
munity above all. And so, to
achieve that goal, I want to do

one event per month, whether
it’s big, small, or large, and
we hope to build from here on
out.”

Echoing those sentiments
was Stetson, owner of the
Rumbleseat Bar & Grille.

“Look, these are our
neighbors, and so when Olen
calls, T always answer be-
cause he’s got a great heart,
and I truly love the mission
they embody and provide to
all. So again, anytime they are
looking to raise a little bit of
money, we are always going to
be ready to step up and offer
our services any way we can,’
Stetson said. “And far as I'm
concerned, I love having them
occupy that property at Holy
Name, because Holy Name
was the original parish for the
Springfield Diocese. Right in
between, we have Elms Col-
lege, which is one of the oldest
Catholic colleges in the coun-
try, and people don’t know
this: the oldest cemetery in the
Springfield Diocese is right
next to 7-Eleven. So, this cor-
ridor is really important, and
having them anchor one end of
the corridor is quite special.”

Borders, owner of the

Cigar Room II in Agawam,
described Olen as a longtime
customer and said he was ea-
ger to support the idea from
the start.

“He [Olen] came through,
and he wanted to do an event,
and we discussed having ci-
gars involved with a steak
night, and I said that would
work perfectly. So, then I was
able to find a sponsor to come
up with some cigars that he
could give out to his friends,
and I offered the idea to come
and talk to people about my
business, and he said, ‘Let’s do
it, so that’s exactly how this
came together,” Borders said.

The fundraiser ran from
6 to 9 p.m., with attendees
treated to a full buffet featur-
ing braised beef, pork chops
in mushroom sauce, red and
yellow roasted fingerling po-
tatoes, a vegetable medley, and
an authentic Polish vegetable
salad (Safatka jarzynowa).
Guests also had the opportuni-
ty to utilize the golf simulator
and participate in a raffle.

Organizers shared that
they hope this becomes a year-
ly event and can’t wait to part-
ner up once again.

TUHLEY PHOTO BY BRENDAN ROONEY
Olen Bielski lll, PCDL Director of Business Development, Christopher Mattoon, PCDL Curator,
Greg Bernat, owner of Bernat’s Deli, and Chris Borders, Owner of the Cigar Room II.
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Trailer Trash benefit concert for Harmony House

CHICOPEE - The popu-
lar local band Trailer Trash is
performing a concert to benefit
Harmony House of Western
Massachusetts, a nonprofit
home providing compassion-
ate end-of-life care and com-
panionship to hospice patients
in need.

The concert will be on Fri-
day, Nov. 6 at the Portuguese
American Club located at 149
Exchange Street in Chicopee.
Tickets can be purchased in
advance online for $20 or at
the door for $25. Doors open at
6:15 pm, with the concert com-
mencing at 7 p.m. Known for
their high-energy performanc-
es, Trailer Trash will bring
their modern country sound
to the stage for an evening of
music and dancing while rais-
ing funds to sustain the work
of Harmony House. The event
will also include raffles, food
for purchase from Pizza Lino
with a portion of proceeds
being donated to Harmony
House, and a cash bar.

The event is supported by
local sponsors, including head-
lining sponsor Yankee Home.
Additional sponsorship oppor-
tunities are available at www.
HarmonyHouseWMA .org/

trailertrashconcert or by email-
ing development@Harmony-
HouseWMA .org.
Community members can
also get involved with Har-
mony House by volunteering.
If you might be interested
in providing care and com-

panionship to our residents,
organizing special projects
to engage our residents, or
supporting our fundraising
efforts, please email admin@
HarmonyHouseWMA.org. To
learn more, please visit www.
HarmonyHouseWMA .org.
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14™ AT 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

* CHICOPEE, MASSACHUSETTS -

+1,300 S/F
SINGLE STORY

COMMERCIAL BUILDING

L “CLOSE PROXIMITY TO ALL AMENITIES”

193 Fairview Avenue

To be sold on the Premises

CHICOPEE, MA

Features:

* Single Story Commercial Building ¢ +0.14 Acres of Land or (6,098 S/F) ¢
* +1,300 S/F of Gross Building Area ¢ Slab Foundation ¢
* Restroom ¢ Office ¢ Vinyl Siding ¢ Gas Unit Heaters
« Paved Parking for +12 Vehicles « Underground Utilities ¢
* Public Water & Sewer ©
¢ Zoned: Commercial A ¢ Assessor’s ID: 0064-00032 «

Natural Gas

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee

Attorney Gary M. Weiner

Of the Firm of Weiner Law Firm, P.C.

1441 Main Street Springfield MA
Attorney for Mortgagee

Terms Of Sale: $10,000.22 Deposit Cash, Bank or Certified Funds.
Deposit to be increased to 10% of Purchase Price within 5 Business Days.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.
Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.

West Springdfield, MA ¢ Philadelphia, PA

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161  PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

.com * E-mail:

413-733-5238 * 610-853-6655

nfo @posnik.com
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OPINION

Preserving Home,

By Brandice J. 0’Brien
Marketing and
Communications Manager,
Greater Springfield Habitat for
Humanity

WEST SPRINGFIELD
- Springfield resident and
disabled Army veteran James
knows what goes into home-
ownership. For years, he’s put
in the time, work, and money
it takes to maintain the place
he calls home. James, who
shares the two-story home
with his wife Tanya, pur-
chased the house in 2010 and
has since replaced the siding,
interior doors, and windows.

But some repairs are big-
ger and costlier than a veter-
an can tackle alone. That’s
where Greater Springfield
Habitat for Humanity (GSH-
FH) comes in. Through our
Veterans Build Home Preser-
vation program and with sup-
port from The Home Depot
Foundation, we’re partnering
with James to address nec-
essary exterior repairs to his
East Springfield home.

Habitat

for Humanity

Honoring Service

“I'm thrilled to work
with Habitat,” said James.
“They are professional and
courteous. Joe is hilarious
and Edgar is so punctual and
meticulous.”

GSHFH’s Veterans Build
Home Preservation program
is a part of a national initiative
to provide housing solutions
to U.S. veterans, military
service members, and their
families. Services include
accessibility ~ modifications
for bathrooms and kitchens,
ramps, roof repair/replace-
ment, weatherization, heat-
ing system upgrades, porch/
stair repairs, and hard surface
flooring to help with mobility.

The Home Depot
Foundation provides grant
funding to Habitat for Hu-
manity affiliates across the
country through its Repair
Corps grant. To qualify, an
honorably discharged veter-
an must live in the home full
time, although the veteran
doesn’t need to own it.

At James’ home, Greater
Springfield Habitat Construc-

Edgar Herrera of Greater
Springfield Habitat for Human-
ity’s construction crew mea-
sures a board while working
on James’ new deck.

tion Manager Joe Schebel
and Staffer Edgar Herrera are
replacing decayed decking,
faulty wiring, and a broken
sliding door. A subcontractor
will fix the crumbling chim-
ney.

James said he learned
about GSHFH’s Veterans
Build Home Preservation pro-
gram through fellow veterans
Bruce and Wayne, whom he
met through the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
(VA). Greater Springfield
Habitat had replaced the back
deck on Bruce’s Pine Point
colonial and completed re-
pairs at Wayne’s West Spring-
field mobile home. Earlier

James proudly stands in front of his East Springfield home.

this year, James reached out
to Aimee Giroux, GSHFH ex-
ecutive director, and inquired
about the program.

“I was very excited and
pleased to see the final prod-
uct at their homes,” James
said. “I was told — and
warned — the process takes a
while. I applied in March, and
here we are.”

For James and Tanya,
the repairs will do more than
address a worn deck, faulty
door, electrical outlet, and
damaged chimney. They will

help preserve the home the
couple has invested in for
many years and allow them
to continue living there safe-
ly.

“James has put years of
work and care into his home,
and we’re honored to help
him protect that investment,”
Aimee said. “Our Veterans
Build Home Preservation
program is about standing
alongside those who served
and helping them remain
safely and securely in the
homes they love.”

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

I’m evaluating my retirement
plan; what are my options?

Dear Rusty:

I am 69 1/2 years old
now and applied for Social
Security at the end of June.

I am still working and
was planning to begin my
retirement in September. A
couple of factors arose for
me to question if I made a
hasty decision by applying
for SS.

The employer I have
been working for the last 29
years has asked if I would
stay on a little longer, which
would be good because we
have some debt I want to
lose before I retire.

I was reading about
suspending Social Securi-
ty and continuing to work.
If I understand it right, if I
suspend my SS, no payback
will be required, and I can
continue to work until I'm
ready to retire. No spousal
benefits taken yet.

Signed: Reevaluating
my Retirement

Dear Reevaluating
Retirement:

I'm assuming you
asked for your Socal Se-
curity benefits to start in
September (when you orig-
inally planned to retire), but
that you won’t be 70 years

old until March 2027.

If that is correct, be
aware that you will not im-
mediately get all of your
earned Delayed Retirement
Credits when your benefits
start in September — you
will only initially get the
DRCs you have earned
through the end of 2025.

That’s because Social
Security wusually applies
DRCs in January of each
year. So, what will happen
is that your September ben-
efit amount will lack the
5.3% DRCs you earned in
2026, until January 2027
when they will apply the
DRCs earned in 2026 to
your monthly payment
amount.

Said simply, your ini-
tial September benefit will
not include your full age
69.5 entitlement because
it won’t include the 5.3%
extra you earned in 2026.
That extra monthly amount
will be awarded in January
2027.

FYI, if you were to,
instead, claim for your SS
benefits to start in the month
you turn 70 (March 2027),

See SOCIAL
SECURITY page 6

Garden
scurrying

The forecast of a Sep-
tember nor’easter certain-
ly had everyone scurrying
about.

Instead of running to the
grocery store for necessities,
I headed straight to the gar-
den to tidy up a few things.
With visions of air-borne
pots, soggy containers of
compost and ruined produce
dancing in my head I got
right to work.

First to check off my list
was digging up the potatoes.
The stems had died down on
two of my three rows over
two weeks ago and I didn’t
want the spuds sitting in
impending mud when they
could be curing somewhere
safe and sound.

Speaking of curing, it is
important to be intentional
with this step, so that your
potatoes will be edible well
into the winter months. Cur-
ing potatoes properly will
help to prevent rot, premature
sprouting, and toxic greening
of the skin and flesh.

By waiting a week or
more after the plant has died

VAVE @Nwﬂp © www.davegmnlund.m.rn

REMEMBER WHEN
SEASONS DIONT

before digging up the tubers,
the skins will thicken and be
less prone to injury during
harvest. Once they are dug, a
week spent in a cool and to-
tally dark space will further
firm their skin and change
sugars to starch, completing
the ripening process.

Never wash potatoes pri-
or to storage! Gently brush
off dirt and store in a single
layer in the darkness at 55-60

degrees.
Darkness will prevent
greening, which renders

potatoes inedible. Use any
pitch-forked or  shovel-
marked spuds first, as dam-
age to the skin will invite rot.

Once the potatoes were
out of the ground, I applied a
two-three inch layer of com-
posted manure and lime to
the plot, then worked it in to
the soil.

I won’t be planting po-
tatoes there next year other
wise I would have stayed
away from both amend-
ments.

After that, I got to task
number two, planting a cov-
er crop in the empty ground.
I figured with rain com-
ing over the course of three
days it would be off to a
great start. In the big garden,
where I can use my tiller, I
Sow winter rye.

It will start growing now,
hold the soil in place over the
winter, then, as spring en-
sues, it will grow tall and go
to seed. Typically you mow

it down or incorporate it into
the soil before it gets too big.

Winter rye adds so much
organic matter to the garden.
Be sure to give the grass
time to break down before
planting into it; chopping it
up/in about three weeks to
a month before planting is a
good plan.

Another thing that oc-
curred to me while I was
sowing the rye was seed
saving. I purposely left what
was left of my first sowing of
green beans to go to seed.

I harvested all of the
dried pods and will shuck
them later, once I am sure
that they are fully dry.

Finally, a bit of house-
keeping to finish out my
scurrying around. I collect-
ed my black plastic mulch,
row covers and insects net-
ting. I will hose off the black
plastic, cinch up holes in the
netting, and assess what I
can salvage of my aging row
covers .

I’'ve smartened up and
finally labeled what I use
for what crop. For example,
my number of cantaloupe/
watermelon hills will likely
remain the same, so reusing
the same plastic mulch in
that spot next year is a good
plan.

With the storm behind
us now, I can go back to a
less frantic approach to gar-
den clean up. Enjoy the fall
foliage as you embark on
your own work.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in
the subject line.

NEWS & FEATURES

turley.com.

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general
news, personality profiles, and community features that
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual
major community event features that we should always
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers
provide funding for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news or community features
for The Chicopee Register, please email chicopeeregister@

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
www.turley.com
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We Want to
Hear From You
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Kristin Rivers
Krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli
sports@turley.com

The Chicopee Register is
published every Friday by
Turley Publications, Inc.,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069.
Telephone (413) 283-8393,
Fax (413)289-1977.

WEB
t 9 chicopeeregister.
turley.com
PHONE
(413) 283-8393
ADDRESS
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

Turle b

Publlcatlons Inc

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

Letters to the
Editor

Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous opinions will
be published. We require letter writers
to include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We
must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allegations, personal
attacks, defamation of character and
offensive language. All unknown or
alleged facts and quotations offered
by the author need to cite credible,
unbiased sources.

Send letters to:
The Chicopee Register,
24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069
or email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.
The deadline for
submissions is Tuesday at noon.

WE CARE ABOUT
YOUR NEWS!

The Chicopee Register
welcomes submissions
of news in or related to

Chicopee and its residents.
Our "People News," is filled
with submitted engagement
announcements, wedding
announcements, birth
announcements, your new
baby or news about your
25th or 50th anniversary
celebrations. Please e-mail
correspondence along with a
photo to chicopeeregister@
turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,
c/o Turley Publications,
24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers
to participate in this year’s election campaigns
by writing letters to the editor for publication
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be
received by noon Monday to be considered for
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters
will be printed. No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy will be printed.
If the volume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper, or if
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper
reserves the right to print a representative
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call the editor at
413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the news-
paper plans to print stories about contested
races for Congress, state Senate, state House,
district attorney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.
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PHOTO EXHIBIT
from page 1

journals or write in diaries to
remember their life stories.
Photographers use their cam-
era for the same purpose...
Our club members are liter-
ally writing their stories with
light...We are headquartered
at the RiverMills Senior Cen-
ter in Chicopee and meet
twice a month for both class-
room instruction and presen-
tation, as well as field trips to
various locations for photo
shoots. We have been as far
west as ‘The Mount,” Edith
Wharton Estate in Lenox, as
far east as the Worcester Art
Museum... as far south as
Elizabeth Park in West Hart-
ford, and as far north as Mt.
Sugarloaf in Sunderland and
the Magic Wings Butterfly
Conservatory in Deerfield,
MA and many other points of
interest in between...We in-
vite you to explore the exhibit
and talk with the club photog-
raphers,” Rodowicz said.

Rodowicz went on to
highlight their monthly “chal-
lenges.”

“These challenges are
designed to get us up off the
couch and put the cameras in
our hands; they get us out of
our comfort zones so we can
shoot photographic styles we
might not do otherwise,” Ro-

dowicz said. “Each month a
different topic to photograph,
between churches, technolo-
gy, sports action, and more.
A slideshow presentation is
shown with all the different
photos taken for each of the
challenges throughout the
year.”

Flowers were also given
to Joan Jaquith, Jona, Chuck
Abel, Chuck Lemay, and to
the RiverMills Senior Cen-
ter for their help in putting
together the event, providing
the refreshments and space,
their support, and time spent
with the club members.

Monica Daena talked
about what inspired her to do
florals this time around.

“T usually do landscapes
on field trips that the senior
centers host. I like to collect
photos from every trip.” Dae-
na said. “I decided this year
to branch out and highlight
flowers and close-ups.”

Her work included
blooming peonies, water lil-
ies, scenery and more.

Richard Palmer was a
part of the Boy Scouts when
his interest in photography
began.

“Back when I was a Boy
Scout, the Rotary would fund
trips and in exchange for trips,
I would bring back photos of
all the places we went,” Palm-
er said. “In seventh and eighth

Here is Richard Palmer with his pieces.

grade, I spent some time with
projectors, enjoyed it.”

Palmer continues the
hobby throughout the senior
center’s field trips and per-
sonal trips with photos from
as far away as Puerto Rican
waters and Iceland to as close
as Lenox, Mass.

Diane Morisi says she
enjoys taking photos for fun
and capturing the senior cen-
ter field trips with her camera
or just her phone. A little shy,
she opened up about the root

of photography in her life.

“My father was a photog-
rapher, so I do it as a hobby
in his legacy.” Morisi said. “I
enjoy getting to share the sto-
ries and memories connected
to the photos...[and] taking
photos of the colors and beau-
ty of everything around us
when everything is constantly
moving so fast.”

Rodowicz reflected on
his interest in photography.

“I like taking photos that
make people go ‘wait, what

is that?”” He says he enjoys
taking photos of new and in-
ventive things. “I like playing
with the camera settings to
get a good photo...we [the
club] learn and network with
each other on different tech-
niques.”

Program technician Jona
Ruiz spoke on this year’s dis-
play.

“I started at the senior
center seven years ago when
there was a position open for
the club,” Ruiz said.

Ruiz says the club was on
and off for a while. However,
since his taking on the role of
program technician, the pho-
to club expanded within the
span of no time going from
four members to capping at
20 members.

He talks about their im-
provements as photographers
and photography as their hob-
by.

“Members have become
confident enough in their
work where they are self-suf-
ficient in what they’re doing,”
Ruiz said.

The photo club centers
on highlighting the hobby of
photography that all members
shared that they have had fun
with.

He spends a lot of time
booking classes and field
trips for the members to be
able to hone in on their skills.

They have done activities like
creating the RiverMills 2026
calendar and plans on more
classes for the winter months.

If readers missed the
pieces featured at the li-
brary’s Bazan Community
Room from Sept. 1 to 29,
they can still be found at the
RiverMills Center, 5 W Main
Street, Chicopee, MA, where
many of the photographs
can be purchased for holiday
gifts.

The photos will remain
on display at the senior center
until Dec. 4.

Joel Rodowicz provides
remarks.

FALLING FOR
CHICOPEE from page 1

A punch card given out
also helped attendees become
eligible to receive raffle prizes
that were donated by partici-
pating businesses.

The event drew many to
The Hub, including Mayor
John Vieau, who discussed
the importance of public safe-
ty and the resurgence of local
small businesses, which have
been instrumental in helping
repopulate an area ripe with
potential, as the city contin-
ues to shape and evolve.

“I feel today’s event is
a moment of reflection that
truly highlights and magni-
fies the importance of small
businesses around here, while
showing how connected they
truly are to the vision we are
looking to create right here in
downtown Chicopee,” Vieau
said. “Because the reality is
that economic development
is happening, and our stake-
holders understand that this
revitalization is genuine and
that they’re truly invested in
it, and I think we’re seeing
that now more than we ever
have in a long time.”

When asked what led to
the landmark changes in com-
munity perception and initia-
tives, Vieau credited the re-
vival to The Hub, which gave
a sense of rebirth to the city
after the historic library stood
dormant for two decades with
no future in sight.

“This building sat dor-
mant for 20 years, maybe
longer,” Vieau said. “We put
out RFPs (Requests for Pro-
posals), but no one wanted to
invest because the building
had some structural issues,
asbestos issues, and many
other challenges, that no one
wanted to undertake it with-
out acquiring ownership on
the City Hall campus, which
just didn’t work, cutting this

It wouldn’t be a “fall” event without some fall leaves.

piece off as its own freestand-
ing building. So, the city used
the last of its ARPA money
to turn this former central li-
brary into something special,
and here we are.”

Melissa Breor, execu-
tive director for the Greater
Chicopee Chamber of Com-
merce, explained how Mon-
ica Torres, community and
special projects liaison, and
Rachel Beaudoin, communi-
cations and special projects
liaison, came to her last fall
with the idea.

“We started to work on
it, but it was like late No-
vember by the time we were
going to get it launched, and
so we thought, ‘Let’s push it
to early fall when the weath-
er’s nicer and we still have
daylight outside.” They came
to the chamber with the idea,
recognizing that we were de-
veloping a density of really
great businesses. Businesses
that are working hard, they’re
new, they’re young. We real-
ly want to be able to support

them,” Breor said.

Breor hopes attendees
see Chicopee Center “is alive
and well” and they come back
and patronize the businesses.

“It is a vibrant commu-
nity. There’s lots of things to
do. Lots of places to shop and
eat. We're really excited the
School Department’s down
here too, so there’s resourc-
es for the community,” Breor
said. “Also, The Hub is here
and we want people to be
able to use the space, invite
the community into their own
missions and organizations.”

She emphasized the im-
portance of the opportunity
“to get out in your commu-
nity.”

“The beauty of small
business is that they are run
by our neighbors and you
really can support your com-
munity by supporting a small,
local business. You're help-
ing your neighbors take care
of their own families in their
lives,” Breor said. “It’s really
all about community and con-
necting in real life.”

Vieau shared a core mes-
sage: while it’s clear Chicop-
ee’s rebirth is well underway,
public safety will always re-
main a top priority.

“My commitment as
mayor is to make sure you
feel safe, and to help uphold
that commitment, we have
community policing here, a
precinct car, and countless
others always ready to assist,”
Vieau said. “So, I do feel that
we are turning the page, and
the message we want to con-
tinue to push is that for the
people who live here locally
and our Western Mass neigh-
bors, Chicopee is a safe and
wonderful place to shop local,
patronize a small business,
and partake in a great meal.”

Mayor John Vieau with
0Ofc. Johnny Jusino from the
Willimansett C3 Unit.
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A group shot of the team at the Chicopee Public Schools. Their new administrative offices recently
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Polish National Credit Union hosts
Community Shred Day at Executive Office

CHICOPEE - Polish Na-
tional Credit Union (PNCU)
is pleased to host a free Com-
munity Shred Day on Friday,
October 16, 2026, from 10
a.m. to Noon at its Executive
Office, located at 46 Main
Street in Chicopee.

The event provides com-
munity members with a se-
cure and convenient way to
dispose of confidential docu-
ments and protect themselves
from identity theft and fraud.
Attendees are encouraged to
bring outdated financial re-
cords, credit card statements,
tax documents, medical re-
cords, and other sensitive
paperwork for secure on-site
shredding.

As concerns about data
security continue to grow,
properly disposing of per-

sonal documents is an im-
portant step in safeguarding
personal and financial infor-
mation. PNCU’s Shred Day
offers a safe, environmental-
ly responsible solution while
helping educate consumers
about identity theft preven-
tion.

“Helping our members
and neighbors protect their
personal information is an
important part of our com-
mitment to financial well-be-
ing,” said Michael Sugrue,
President of Polish National
Credit Union. “This event
provides a convenient way
for individuals to securely
dispose of sensitive docu-
ments while also supporting
an important community
cause.”

PNCU remains commit-

ted to providing resources
and educational opportunities
that help individuals make
informed financial decisions
and protect themselves from
fraud and identity theft. In
addition to offering free doc-
ument shredding, the cred-
it union will be collecting
non-perishable food items
for the Chicopee Senior Cen-
ter. Community members are
encouraged to bring a dona-
tion to help support local se-
niors in need.

Community  members
may bring paper documents
for shredding during the
event. To Oensure the event
can accommodate as many
participants as possible, there
is a maximum limit of three
boxes of documents per per-
son.

Habitat Family Fun Fest in Ludlow Oct. 17

LUDLOW - Greater
Springfield Habitat for Hu-
manity (GSHFH) is count-
ing down the days until
its second annual Habitat
Family Fun Fest, happening
noon to 4 p.m. on Saturday,
Oct. 17, at Vanished Valley
Brewing Co., 782 Center
St., Ludlow. Admission is
free.

The family-friendly
community event will bring
together food, music, enter-
tainment, local vendors, and
community  organizations
for an afternoon of fun while
raising awareness and sup-
port for Greater Springfield
Habitat’s work throughout
Hampden County.

This year’s growing
lineup already includes the

Bella Borinquen food truck,
a DJ, Stompin’ Boots, and
Peruvian performer Etienne
Perley, who will share the
sounds of the pan pipes.
Guests can also browse and
shop from numerous ven-
dors and connect with sev-
eral community partners.
There is still space if others
would like to join us.
“Habitat Family Fun
Fest is really about bringing
people together,” said Aimee
Giroux, executive director
of Greater Springfield Hab-
itat for Humanity. “You can
come out, enjoy some great
food and entertainment,
support local vendors, meet
organizations doing good
work in our community,
and learn a little more about

Habitat along the way.”

Habitat Family Fun
Fest builds on the success of
GSHFH’s inaugural event
in 2025, which welcomed
roughly 150  attendees
and raised approximately
$16,000 to support the orga-
nization’s mission.

Greater Springfield
Habitat for Humanity part-
ners with local families to
build and preserve safe,
affordable homes while
providing opportunities for
volunteers, businesses, and
community members to
help strengthen neighbor-
hoods throughout Hampden
County.

For event information
and updates, visit habi-
tatspringfield.org/fun-fest.

SOCIAL SECURITY
from page 4

you would get your full age
70 amount immediately (SS
awards all earned DRCs if
benefits are claimed to start
in the month you turn 70).
Now, on to your ques-
tion: Yes, if you take your
benefits effective with Sep-
tember 2026 you can sus-
pend your benefits, but you
can only suspend them until
the month you turn 70. And
if you are suspending your
benefits, you will not need
to repay Social Security for
any benefits you happen to
receive before you suspend.
As is obvious, you will
not receive any SS payments
while your benefits are sus-
pended, and you will earn
DRCs for the months your
benefits are suspended, re-
sulting in a higher monthly
amount at age 70. Also, since
you have already passed
your SS Full Retirement
Age, you can work and earn
as much as you like, without
your Social Security benefits
being negatively affected.
Regarding your com-

ment “No Spousal benefits
taken yet.” FYI, you cannot
get spousal benefits while
your benefits are suspended,
nor can your wife get spou-
sal benefits from you while
you SS retirement benefits
are suspended.

To be clear, spouse
benefits are only paid when
one spouse’s benefit at their
FRA is less than 50% of the
other spouse’s FRA bene-
fit. Spouse benefits are al-
ways based upon FRA en-
titlements, not on the larger
amounts which will result
from waiting longer to claim.

In other words, your
wife would only be eligible
for a spousal benefit from
you if her FRA entitlement
was less than 50% of your
FRA entitlement (not your
age 70 SS entitlement). And
she cannot get a spousal ben-
efit while your benefits are
suspended.

To recap: Yes, you can
suspend receipt of your SS
retirement  benefits  until
the month you turn 70 and
get credit for that delay (re-
sulting in a higher benefit).
And, yes, you can continue

working as long as you wish
and your benefits will not be
negatively affected.

And just for added in-
formation, you can also ask
Social Security to withdraw
your current application for
SS benefits and then reap-
ply in January 2027 for your
benefits to start in March
2027, the month you turn 70.
You have both options.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any
other governmental entity.
This article is intended for
information purposes and
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

AMERICAN LEGION
from page 1

Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Lud-
low), Lamari Jackson, aide
to State Sen. Adam Gomez
(D-Springfield), Ward 2 City
Councilor Shane Brooks,
American Legion 452 Com-
mander/Manager Adam Anis-
chik, Stephanie Shaw, direc-
tor of Veterans’ Services for
the City of Chicopee, WM-
VSOA Member and VOICE
Secretarye, Massachusetts
Office of the Veterans Advo-
cate Regional Liaison Chris-
tian DilLuzio, members of
WMVSOA and VOICE and
American Legion 452 volun-
teers.

The $50,000 earmark is
a $40,000 State Budget Ear-
mark for American Legion
452 to support kitchen ren-
ovations and other building
improvements, a $5,000 State
Budget Earmark for WM-
VSOA and a $5,000 State
Budget Earmark for VOICE
for regional programming and
veteran outreach initiatives.

Oliveira shared how
American Legions have “tak-
en on a new life” in the 21st
century.

“I think all of us think
about them as places where
my dad’s generation...would
go and have a beer. Now
they’re full-service centers.
They’re places where people
go. It’s not just the veterans
themselves. It’s the family
members that come here too.
It’s where they can get a good
meal, it’s where they can find
that camaraderie and find
community,” Oliveira said. “I
think in the 21st century, this
is why we’ve seen a resur-
gence of them.”

Vieau noted Chicopee is
“and will always be a Veter-
an-proud city” and veterans
have settled in the city be-
cause of that moniker, afford-
ability and places like Ameri-
can Legion 452.

He thanked the legion
for keeping “the drive and the
mission going.”

“This place is special.
This is the ‘Cheers’ of down-
town Chicopee. This is one of
the best places to eat lunch.
This is a place where you can
come and feel safe and com-
fortable and share your story,
whether it’d be watching a

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS
Lamari Jackson, aide to State Sen. Adam Gomez (D-Springfield),
stressed how the delegation works to support the servicemen
and servicewomen. Also, supporting mental health support for
veterans.

sporting event, playing pool,”
Vieau said. “Spending time
here at this wonderful space
with a great cook, a great sup-
port system. You guys make
some amazing meals and
you’re feeding the communi-
ty.”

Shaw explained WM-
VSOA includes a collabo-
ration of all four Western
Massachusetts’ counties’ mu-
nicipal veterans services offi-
cers, adding that, as municipal
VSOs, they cannot fundraise
as they are not 501(c)(19) or
501(c) (3), hoping more out-
reach gets the word out.

“So, how do we get
the outreach budget to host
events, print our materials,
better our social media man-
agement, create the opportu-
nity to get this information
out there because after 9 years
— I’ve known about VSOs for
over 16 years — for the last
9 years, I still, every outreach
event, find people who don’t
even know their town has a
Veteran’s Agent. They don’t
know that this office exists,”
Shaw said. “My former dep-
uty lived in the city for eight
years and found out about my
office as a veteran when he
saw the job posting. How do
we market what we do? We’re
the 411 for veterans and sur-
viving families for all of fed-
eral, state and local benefits.
How do we get our informa-
tion into their hands, because
after 9 years, we're still not
getting everyone.”

DiLuzio added that
VOICE has helped connect
hundreds of veterans with
services at federal, state and
local levels and the funding
will help them to accomplish
more.

Velis, a veteran himself
and a member of American
Legion Post 124 in Westfield,
stressed the importance of se-
curing this funding and how
organizations like the Legion
can give veterans a place to
have conversations and meet
one another. He said com-
munities can support local
legions and VFWs by having
veterans join them and resi-
dents contribute.

“I think these organiza-
tions that aim to kind of foster
these relationships and wel-
come these veterans home to

Ward 2 City Councilor Shane
Brooks shared how the ear-
mark is “long overdue” and
will help with the revitalization
of downtown Chicopee.

these places, we need to con-
tribute to that,” Velis said. “I
know just from being a veter-
an, how many people who ha-
ven’t served want to support,
want to do things. So, support
your local Legion, your VFW,
all these other organizations
that are out there, because I
think it’s really, really import-
ant, again, because it speaks
volumes about where we are
as a nation and how we val-
ue things like Patriotism and
those people who fought for
the country.”

Anischik has been com-
mander and manager at the
American Legion Post 452
for 10 years, explaining the
earmark will help purchase
new kitchen equipment, redo
the kitchen floor and more.
He noted how they started
providing lunches every day.

“So, it’s just getting busi-
er in the kitchen and we need
some updated equipment
to make life easier,” Anis-
chik said. “We didn’t have a
dishwasher before. It was all
hand-washed, and then the
tables, there was some tables
in there, but they’re all old, so
purchase some new tables.”

After expressing grati-
tude for the earmark and to
Velis, Anischik added he ap-
preciated the other elected of-
ficials who came to show their
support.

“Anything that I can do
to help them out or they can
do to help me out is great,”
Anischik said. “All these guys
didn’t have to come down
here. They did. They wanted
to check out the work that was
done. I like seeing them face
to face and having a conversa-
tion with them.”

He encouraged veterans
and the community to come
down and visit, whether for
a beer, soup and a salad and
more. Every Wednesday
night, he added, there’s a
home-cooked meal from 4 to
7 p.m. for $12 to $14.

“I have all my directors as
volunteers. They come down,
run food out, whatever, help
bag up the to-gos and all that,
so I want to give a shout-out
to my directors helping out,”
Anischik said.

“Ask and you shall re-
ceive it. Continue support-
ing,” Anischik said.

SCHOOL COMMITTEE
from page 1

“That’s the old Chi-
copee High School. It was
never built to be a school
where we would be picking
up a majority of our students
and dropping them off every
morning. It was never de-
signed that way, and it real-
ly has become problematic.

I believe that this is a great
way to address the issue,”
Vieau said.

The School Committee
made its vote after a thorough
presentation from Dupont
Middle School Principal Jon-
athan Endelos. He outlined
the problems he has observed
since arriving at the building
in 2022.

“We haven’t had any inci-

dents. I’'m happy to say we’ve

had near incidents because
I’d rather report that than tell
you we’ve had incidents. But
this has been going on since
I’ve been at Dupont,” Endelos
said.

Endelos has worked
closely with the school dis-
trict’s director of mainte-
nance, Scott Chapdelaine,
to create potential solutions.

$1200/week

207-607-9333
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They’ve studied the haz-
ards and are advocating for
change.

While at the podium in
City Hall, Endelos went into
detail describing what he has
seen.

“It’s not just a drop off
and pick up problem. We
know it’s a parking problem.
We know parents tried to
drop their kids off in the park-
ing lot,” Endelos said. “T get
the frustration from the par-
ent side of it, but if you’re fa-
miliar with Academy Street,
the width of that road is not
very wide. Yet, every day this
school year, we’ve had three
cars in that width of Acade-
my Street. So, you can only
picture the space in between
each of those vehicles, which
is a problem.”

Endelos added that one
of the biggest problems in-
volves parents dropping off
and picking up students on
the opposite side of the school
on Academy Street and then
walking their children across
the busy roadway.

“We’ve had three near
incidents this school year in
the first three weeks of school
where parents are coming
down Academy Street from
Fairview to drop their kids
off, and then scoot them out
of the car, and then keep go-
ing down Academy,” Endelos
said.

He added that “while it
seems innocent, and they’re
just trying to do the right
thing by their child,” parents
need to learn the right way to
go about dropping off or pick
up their children.

“My concern is safety.
We’ve just had way too much
of it,” Endelos said.

Hopefully, the School
Committee’s letter endorse-
ment on Sept. 16 will rep-
resent a major step toward
making the area around the
school safer during drop-off
and pick-up hours.

The School Committee
certainly appeared to be all
for it.

Several board members
spoke favorably on the item

before the group voted unan-
imously to send the letter to
City Council.

“I want to thank Mr. En-
delos for really pushing this,”
Ward 9 School Committee
member Ron Benard said.
“My personal experience, my
last six years of teaching I
was there, so I had the experi-
ence of seeing this nightmare
every single day. So, I’m hop-
ing that the City Council will
be able to address it.”

At-Large School Com-
mittee member Robert Cantin
agreed. As a former educator
in the city, he echoed Be-
nard’s perspective.

“I think the idea is grand
because none of the schools in
Chicopee were ever designed
for parent drop off,” Cantin
said. “I worked at Chicopee
Comp, and we always had a
nightmare with the buses. It
took a little while to get the
bus [process] redone for that,
so I’m in favor of this whole-
heartedly. Thank you [Princi-
pal Endelos] for coming and
presenting to us.”
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Pacers score big shutout of rival Colts

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE - The three
freshmen on the 2023 Chicop-
ee High School boys’ varsity
soccer team were Mohanad
Aljashaam, Abdulwahhab Al-
nuaimi and Griffen Wrisley.

The trio, who are cur-
rently seniors, and their team-
mates endured three losses
that season to cross-town rival
Chicopee Comp.

Things have certainly
turned around in the rivalry
series since the first meeting
of the 2024 campaign ended
ina I-1 draw.

With Alnuaimi record-
ing his second hat-trick of
the 2026 regular season and
Wrisley chipping in with a
pair of goals, the Pacers post-
ed a 6-0 shutout victory over
the Colts at historic Szot Park,
last Wednesday night.

“We graduated 12 se-
niors from last year’s team,
but we’re playing with the
same amount of confidence,”
Wrisley said. “We just want-
ed it a little bit more than they
did.”

The Pacers (4-2) have
overwhelmed the Colts (1-6)
by a combined score of 25-1
over their last four meetings
on the soccer pitch.

Wrisley made a little bit
of history in the second game
of the regular season by be-
coming the first Chicopee
High boys’ soccer player to
score 100 career goals.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Rodney Blanc reaches out to get a touch on the ball.

“That was a very special
moment for me and my fam-
ily,” he said. “It’s something
that I'm going to remember
for the rest of my life.”

While the outcome in last
Wednesday’s match didn’t go
their way, Chicopee Comp
head coach Vincent Rodri-
guez did see some bright
spots on the grass field.

“I thought we played well
in the first half. We just made
a couple of costly mistakes
in the second half and they
buried them,” said Rodriguez,
who hasn’t celebrated a victo-
ry in the rivalry series. “This
rivalry will mean a lot more
to us once we do win a game.
We have a lot of respect for

tries to head
for midfield.

coach (Hugo) Destapado and
his players.”

If the decision was left up
to Destapado, the two squads
would be combined into one
team.

“I really wish that we had
only one team for every sin-
gle varsity sport in this city,”
Destapado said. “I’'m hoping
it happens sooner rather than
later because the numbers are
starting to decrease across
the board. All these kids have
grown up playing sports to-
gether and they were split up
once they got to high school.
It would be nice to united and
play as one team.”

The two boys’ soccer
teams won’t be forming a co-

Abdulwah-
hab Alnuaimi
makes a pass.

Jack Neuhauser makes a play
on defense.

op this season. They’re sched-

uled to meet for the second pass the ball to a teammate.

time at Mitchell Kuzdal Field
on Oct. 12.

Comp freshman goalie
Dante Ferreira made a total of
9 saves in his meeting against
the Pacers. He managed to
keep the contest scoreless
during the first 15 minutes of
the opening half.

Alnuaimi, who post-
ed his first hat-trick in a 6-0
road win over Westfield High
School back in the middle of
September, broke the score-
less tie by firing a shot into the
right corner of the net during
the 16™ minute. Wrisley was

See FOOTBALL page 8

Zachariah Yarovoy looks to

Sousa tries
to steal the

Mohanad Aljashaam makes
a throw-in.

| : 'y
TKeishlee Guzman sends a set up.

Cstina Zielinski goes high
to get a spike over the net.

Colts grab third sweep of season

CHICOPEE - Last
Thursday afternoon, Chicop-
ee Comprehensive girls vol-
leyball scored its fourth win
of the season, sweeping host
Holyoke 3-0. It was the third
time this year the Colts had
a 3-0 win. Comp is now 4-2
on the season with a matchup
coming up against Commerce
on Friday, Oct. 2 at 5:15 p.m.
They are back at home on
Monday, Oct. 5 hosting East
Longmeadow at 6 p.m.

Brielle Bennett socks a hit
over the net.

M

Lori Vazquez nails a spike.

Peyton Riley serves the ball
away for the Colts.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD26P2021EA
Estate of:
Michael Francis Aubuchon
Date of Death:

April 18, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate, by
Petition of Petitioner Ernest F
Aubuchon of Lunenburg, MA

Ernest F Aubuchon of
Lunenburg, MA has been infor-
mally appointed as the Personal
Representative of the estate to
serve without surety on the
bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts
Uniform Probate Code with-
out supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not
required to be filed with the
Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal
Representative and can petition
the Court in any matter relating
to the estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses of
administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court
to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminat-
ing or restricting the powers
of Personal Representatives
appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

10/02/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P2090EA
Estate of:
Frances C Harackiewicz

Date of Death: 09/20/2020

CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Late and Lim-
ited Formal Testacy and/or
Appointment has been filed by
James P Harackiewicz of West-
erly, RI requesting that the Court
enter a formal Decree and Order
and for such other relief as re-
quested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
James P Harackiewicz of West-
erly, RI be appointed as Personal

Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 10/28/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: September 29, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
10/02/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on October 2nd,
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2020 Toyota Sienna

VIN: 5TDXZ3DC1LS043032
Wenrui Wu

12 Woodland Rd.

Westfield, MA 01085

Kia Optima

VIN: 5XXGM4A73FG354947
8 Mile Detailing LLC

23 Birch Rd.

Swanzey, NH 03446

2021 Honeystar 50 Moped
VIN: LSYACBBMON1105039
Catherine Blake

28 Forrester St.

Newburyport, MA 01950

2010 Mazda Cx-7

VIN: IM3ER4WL7A0311955
Amanda Francis

16 Olivine St., Apt. 2
Chicopee, MA 01013

2015 Ford Fusion

VIN: 3FA6POH70FR108091
Steve Autar

109 Prospect St. #2
Schenectady, NY 12308

2007 Dodge Nitro

VIN: 1D8GU28K57W650150
Jonathan Cruz

15 N Summer St., Apt. 1C
Holyoke, MA 01040

2014 Utility Trailer Mfg Base
VIN: ITUYVS2532EG833913
Best Way Logistics 1 Inc.
2701 Washington Blvd. #2
Bellwood, IL 60104

2013 Subaru Impreza

VIN: JF1IGJAA63DG023912
Charles Obutu Obutu

463 Belmont Ave.
Springfield, MA 01108

2014 Honda Insight

VIN: JHMZE2H32ES003009
Scott Forest

133 Allyn St.

Holyoke, MA 01040

2012 Scion TC

vin: Jtkjt5¢78¢3026964
Tristan Bell

657 S Westfield St.
Feeding Hills, MA 01030

E Bike

Chepurin Yan

37 Cabot St.
Westfield, MA 01085

2014 Volkswagen Passat

VIN: 1IVWAT7A35EC097079
Anthony Dekarski

242 Montgomery Rd.
Westfield, MA 01085

2018 Ford Fusion

VIN: 3FA6POLUOJR193844
Dakota Shatto-Ravalli

408 Northampton Rd., Apt. 105
Ambherst, MA 01002

2019 Moped

VIN: LONTCBAD101011264
Alexis Grres

2 Hiill Ave.

Easthampton, MA 01027

2012 Ford Focus

VIN: 1IFAHP3F27CL216557
Anibal Almonte

80 Debra Drive

Chicopee, MA 01020

09/18, 09/25, 10/02/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on October 9th,

2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2004 Acura MDX

VIN: 2HNYD18824H549430
Stephanie Jackson

3 Laurel St., Apt. 11

Holyoke, MA 01040

2007 Isuzu NQR

VIN: JALESB16X77904380
Fast & Quality Moving Inc
8 Adair Rd., Apt. 2
Brighton, MA 02135

2025 Fly Wing Taizho

VIN: HZ2TCDM48S1008323
Miguel Angel De Jesus Martinez
220 Pearl St.

Springfield, MA 01105

2010 Mazda Mazda 3

VIN: IMIBL1S64A1314494
Pamela Dean

105 Union St.

Westfield, MA 01085

2010 Hyundai Elantra

VIN: KMHDC8AEOAU074574
Cassidy Day

1 Summer St., Apt. 1B
Easthampton, MA 01027

2013 Subaru Impreza

VIN: JF1IGPAU63D2860876
Miguel Rodriguez

37 Lynwood Ave.

Holyoke, MA 01040

2018 Audi Q7

VIN: WAILHAF73JD036883
Stephan Frank

121 Village St.

Bristol, CT 06010

2021 Taizhou Rugby 11

VIN: LSYTCKAVOM 1138977
Thomas Lavin

341 Huttleston Ave.
Fairhaven, MA 02719

2013 Subaru Outback

VIN: 4S4BRBAC3D3224916\
Solomon Reynolds

97 Hamlin St.

Manchester, CT 06040

2006 Cheverolet Sivlerado 1500
VIN: 3GCEK14V76G181582
Jennifer Desreuisseau

519 E River St., Lot 38

Orange, MA 01364

2005 Honda Accord

VIN: THGCM56405A005033
Richard Browning

224 Woodville Rd.

Asaway, RI 02804

2020 Honda Accord

VIN: ITHGCV1F37LA008344
Lexxiani Lopez

23 Wayland St., Apt. 2R
Hartford, CT 06114

2011 Bmw X3

VIN: 5SUXWX5C52BL714285
Xoshell Baez

251 Beacon Cir.

Springfield, MA 01119

2010 Acura MDX

VIN: 2HNYD2H6XAH506373
Carlos Villanueva Martinez

121 Pilgrim Ave.

Worcester, MA 01604

2014 Honda Pilot

VIN: SENYF4H4XEBDO1211
Unknown

Unknown

9/25, 10/02, 10/09/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant to
the provisions of G.L. c. 255, sec-
tion 39A, that on October 16th,
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2015 Chrysler 200

VIN: 1C3CCCAB9FN719317
Djily Diop

897 Riverside Dr., Apt. 3
North Grosvenordale, CT
06255

2003 Honda Civic

VIN: 2HGES16533H542302
Xavier Aponte

25 Collins St., Apt. BS
Westfield, MA 01085

2007 Toyota Rav4

VIN: JTMBD33V075102966
Dennis Decosta

174 B Cedar Ter., Apt. B
Natick, MA 01760

2012 Hyundai Veloster

VIN: KMHTC6AD1CU069281
Efrain Felix

104 Lee Lang Terrace

West Springfield, MA 01089

2015 Honda Cbr1000rr
VIN: JH2SC5908FK 700224
Enrique Santiago-Baez

21 Waverly St.

Springfield, Ma 01017

2011 Komfort 5th Wheel
Camper

VIN: 47CFKNS2XBP627517
Unkown Owner

2010 Audi Q7

VIN: WAILYAFE7ADO006879
Aidalina Vizcarrondo

36 Oswego St., Apt. 3
Springfield, MA 01105

2004 Honda Accord

VIN: THGCM56394A050560
Robert Jimenez

272 Greenaway Drive
Springfield, MA 01104

10/02, 10/09, 10/16/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.

HD15P0079PM
In the matter of:
Armand J Pellerin
of Chicopee, MA
Protected Person/
Disabled Person/Respondent
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
CONSERVATOR’S
ACCOUNT

To the named Respondent
and all other interested persons,
you are hereby notified pursuant
to Rule 72 of the Supplemental
Rules of the Probate & Family
Court, that the First and
Final account(s) of Dorene
Archambault of East Granby,
CT as Conservator of the prop-
erty of said Respondent has or
have been presented to the Court
for allowance.

You have the right to object
to the account(s). If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appearance
and objection at this court on or
before 10:00 A.M. on the return
date of 10/16/2026. This day is
NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line date by which you have to
object to the account(s). If you
fail to file the written appearance
and objection by the return date,
action may be taken in this mat-
ter without further notice to you,
including the allowance of the
account(s).

Additionally, within thirty
days after said return day (or
within such other time as the
Court upon motion may order),
you must file a written affidavit
of objections stating the specific
facts and grounds upon which
each objection is based and a
copy shall be served upon the
Conservator pursuant to Rule 3
of the Supplemental Rules of the
Probate & Family Court.

You have the right to send to
the Conservator, by registered or
certified mail, a written request
to receive a copy of the Petition
and account(s) at no cost to you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this pro-
ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expense.

Witness, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: September 11, 2026
Rosemary A. Saccamoni
Register of Probate
10/02/2026

Nobody dream
of having
multiple sclerosis

Some dreams are universal:
hitting a ball over the Green
Monster; winning the World
Series with a grand slam in
the bottom of the ninth inning.
Finding out you have have MS
is not one of them.

Multiple sclerosis is a
devastating disease of the
central nervous system
where the body’s immune
system attacks the insulation
surrounding the nerves. It
strikes adults in the prime of
life - and changes lives forever.

To help make the dream
of ending MS come true,
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us
online at nationalmsscociety.org.

A5

Mational
Multiple Sclerosis
Society

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

Get ready for
Fill-A-Bag Plus
Sale Oct. 10

Rosary National
Church will be hosting a Fill-
A-Bag Sale on Saturday, Oct.
10 from 9 am. to 4 p.m. at
Church Hall located on 20
Bell St. in Chicopee. Fill a
shopping bag (provided) with
clothing, household goods,
and more. All other items are
half price. Jewelry and certain
other items excluded

Holy Mother of the

Catholic

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

: MEM()RIALS

e haluchsmemonals.com

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.

1014 Center St I Ludlow, MA 1 583-6508

FOOTBALL from page 7

credited with the assist.

A minute later, Alnuaimi
scored an unassisted goal giv-
ing the home team a 2-0 ad-
vantage.

“It was a great feeling af-
ter I scored the two goals in
the first half,” Alnuaimi said.
“It was also the fourth time
in a row that we’ve defeated
Comp.”

With nine minutes left
in the opening half, Wrisley
added his name to the scoring
column with a low shot into
the left corner. The Pacers
third goal was assisted by ju-
nior Shawn Murphy,

Late in the first half, a
free kick taken by Comp se-
nior Ali Al Zubadi sailed high
over the crossbar.

Sophomore Finian Carter
also had a shot attempt for the
Colts during the first 40 min-
utes.

Wrisley and Murphy
scored back-to-back goals
less than ten minutes into the
second half. Both of those
goals were assisted by Alnu-
aimi, who completed his hat-
trick with a goal during the
55" minute.

With 10 minutes left in
regulation Chicopee High
junior goalie Zachariah Yaro-
voy (5 saves) was replaced by
sophomore Mason Dombrek
(1 saves).

The Pacers will be mak-
ing the short trip to Comp’s
turf field with their sights set
on bringing home the Cup for
a third straight year.

Austin Lind makes a play on
defense.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

REMOTE CONTROL RECLINER
FOR SALE — BROWN — Leg lift, back
goes back straight, lumbar with heat, cup
holders. purchased March 2025 - Ramour
& Flanagan - asking $500.00. Excellent
condition, no delivery available; text/call
413-246-8301.

ESTATE SALE

MOVING/ESTATE SALE
Everything Must go.
9 North Blandford Road,
Blandford
OCT 2-4TH. 9AM-5PM

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage
electronics, jewelry, coins,
watches, military cameras,
sports memorabilia, art,
sterling, signs, automotive,
hunting, advertising, radios,
ham radio equipment, audio
equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

SEASONED FIREWOOD, (1.5- 2
YRS) Stored inside off the ground.
Cut, split, free delivery within 10 miles.
$350 per cord. Call 413-218-3918.

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
¢ Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks,
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry,
Toys, Games, coins, sterling,
Glassware, Silver-plated items,
watches, Musical instruments,
typewriters, sewing machines,
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns,
lamps, kitchenware, cookware,
knives, military, automotive, fire
department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware,
books, oil cans, advertising
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and
more.

Donald Roy
(860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x**x*xxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my
website at dannyselectricllc.com to
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured.
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates.
Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Haley Remodeling offering financing.
Windows, siding, granite counters, heat &
ac mini splits, composite & pressure treat-
ed decks. 413-563-2229, Tim.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

LAND CLEARING

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot
clearing, perimeter clearing,
1-5+ acres & stumping.
Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates.
Over 30 Years Experience.
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN
SPRINKLERS LLC.

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122 to set up
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687'5552/

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates/fully
insured W/Workman'’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming
Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

Henry’s Tree Service LLC
We do what others don't.

We grind stumps of any size, provide
cleanup and add loam and seed.
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen & Military Dis-
counts
Call 413-279-1050

CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33, 2
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $7000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

Call us at 413.283.8393

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines, 2M, 1F.
30 years experience. Available 9/25/2026.
$1,200. Taking deposits now. 413-218-
2321

We seek an energetic, enthusiastic,
and well-organized person
for the position of
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/
CLERICAL PART-TIME.
This is a part-time position of 20 to 25
hours per week at $680, depending on
Workload. Need to be detail-oriented, pos-
sess good customer service skills, some
cash & items handling skills. Apply Email:
wowwhunn@outlook.com

FOR SALE

Duplex for sale at
812/814 East Street Ludlow.

Built in 1974, each unit has 2 bedrooms, 1
Y2 baths, private basements, gas heat and
central air on 0.23 acres of land.
Great rental potential, good location with
nearby schools and close access to the
highway.
The house needs cosmetic updates. Prop-
erty is being sold strictly in AS-IS condition.
Priced accordingly $425,000.

Call 617- 877- 3455 if interested.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

ROOM FOR RENT

Short Term Room Rental. Enjoy a peaceful,

comfortable stay at Paradise Lake sanctu-

ary in Monson. Fully furnished room avail-

able for short term rental. Available Oct. 1st.

e All utilities included

* Full kitchen access

e Laundry access

* Pets welcome

* Quiet, welcoming setting

¢ I|deal for traveling professionals
or temporary stays.

For rates, availability
and more information
call Teri, 413-381-7950

A DR
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Name: Phone:

Address:

Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = §

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA [ Discover 4 Cash 0 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Ccvwv

Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WEST
SPRINGFIELD

| = |
o

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

—

] ¢
|
<
o o H
Post your

job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
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= Tree Removal
= Structural Pruning
= Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today
for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by

a ISA certified arborist |

13-478-4212 "

dlandgtree.com
INSURED AND CERTIFIED




