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RiverMills Senior Center Executive Director Sherry Manyak

and her staff behind the scenes.

RiverMills gives thanks
at Thanksgiving lunch

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE — On Nowv.
20, “The Friends of River-
Mills’ hosted a Thanksgiv-
ing Luncheon and Dinner,
which drew close to 120
people and was a resounding
success, a week before the
actual holiday.

In addition, those in at-
tendance were also treated to
50/50 raffles and a cash bar
and a home-cooked turkey
with mashed potatoes, stuff-
ing, and cranberry sauce.
The main form of entertain-
ment was singer Amanda
Meli who sang during the
dinner event, who, according
to the consensus among the
crowd, was well worth the
price of admission.

Attendees could either
attend the luncheon earlier in

the day or the dinner in the
evening. The cash bar was
available at the dinner.”

The special event of-
fered an opportunity to ex-
press gratitude and reflect on
the true purpose of the senior
center in the city, as well as
its ongoing evolution.

Helming the ship was
the leadership of current
President Mike Wilk, who
shared what he was thankful
for this past year, keeping it
simple, but impactful.

“I am extremely thank-
ful for having the opportuni-
ty to be the president of the
Friends of RiverMills, and to
work with Sherry (Maynak)
and her staff. And I con-
fess, when I started, I really
didn’t know what I was get-

See RIVERMILLS
page 5
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City marks Arbor Day at Lincoln Grove

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Tree Warden Chris Scott, Mayor John Vieau, members of the Forestry Department, Planning Director Lee Pouliot, Parks & Rec Department
Director Benjamin Strepka, DPW Superintendent Elizabette Batista and City Engineer Douglas Ellis with this year’s Tree City USA flag.

A photo of the scarlet maple
tree at Lincoln Grove, one of
the new trees planted at the
park.

Also, 32 years for
Tree City USA

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The city
marked Arbor Day in a cer-
emony at Lincoln Grove on
Nov. 20 that also recognized
several new trees that were
planted in the park and the
32nd year of being a Tree City
USA award recipient.

The six new trees include
a scarlet oak, ruby red sunset
maple, sweetgum trees, the
shade master honey locust
and the village green sokovia
tree.

After reading the may-
or’s proclamation declaring
Nov. 20 as Arbor Day, May-
or John Vieau presented cer-
tificates of recognition to the
Forestry  Department, the
Massachusetts Department of
Conservation and Recreation,
the Planning Department, the

Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment, the Water Pollution
Control Department and the
Engineering Department.

Vieau explained how
several trees were lost during
recent storms and the city’s
departments “have utilized re-
sources” from the city budget
to assist in their replacement
and “ensuring preservation of
our environment.”

“So, a heartfelt thank you
goes to our departments for
their dedication, for complet-
ing the task of planting this
tree and everything else you
do. I'm very grateful for the
people who work here,” Vieau
said.

Tree Warden Chris Scott
and the Forestry Department
then presented this year’s
Tree City USA flag.

“So, we meet some cri-
teria. It’s spending per capita
to fund the Forestry Depart-
ment, having tree ordinances
and most things—through the
Arbor Day Foundation—qual-

ify us to be a Tree City USA.
It’s a great honor,” Scott said.
“Without the mayor and the
City Council helping us out,
Planning Department, Parks,
DPW as a whole—its superin-
tendent—none of it would be
possible, so thank you.”

Vieau then praised Scott
and his department for their
efforts.

“When these microbursts
and storms go through, these
trees are healthy because of
the crew behind me. They’re
out there maintaining all the
public trees—there’s a lot of
them—and if we take down
a healthy tree, we plant two,’
Vieau said. “Thank you for
what you do in taking care
of not just planting the trees,
but the maintenance, pruning,
removing of hazardous waste
and, of course, storm response
like on Chicopee Street not
that long ago.”

See ARBOR DAY
page 6

Here, we have the site selection factors.

City Council shares thoughts on Barry School site

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE — The
Anna Barry School Build-
ing Commission met with
the City Council in a special
meeting on Nov. 17 after
the commission selected the
Szetela Early Childhood Cen-
ter site as the primary choice
for a new Barry Elementary
School.

The commission selected
this choice on Nov. 13.

With a choice tentatively
selected, the timeline of the
‘legacy project’ continues to
reside in the Preferred Sche-
matic Report (PSR) stage, but
that will quickly shift soon,
as in a couple of weeks from
now, the final decision will be
passed along to the Massa-
chusetts School Building As-
sociation (MSBA), on Dec.
18.

Adam Dalessio, Colliers
Project Leader (OPM), pro-
vided preliminary reasons
why the Szetela project was

deemed the commission’s
decision due to factors such
as the project being deemed
fiscally defendable, consis-
tent with MSBA’s mission,
provides the shortest timeline
to get students into the new
building— which is tentative-
ly set for Fall 2029—and an
update to the design of B3.

Dalessio said the pre-
ferred option is now down to
a two-story option, estimated
to cost around $104,220,466.
New details revealed that
placing the new building at
the Szetela site wouldn’t dis-
place any families from their
homes, as the site was deemed
large enough to accommodate
the new school.

Pivoting to one of the
main takeaways, which is
finding a potential solution to
address long-standing traffic
issues on Granby Road.

Licensed Traffic Engi-
neer Michael Wulforst, P.E.,
from Bowman, informed the
City Council that a traffic
study conducted during peak
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hours in September, simulat-
ing school traffic, found that
Granby Road is currently
constrained by Macek Drive
backups, with difficulty exit-
ing the side street and speed-
ing issues observed.

However, one key ele-
ment from the traffic study
was the initial reveal that
crash rates are below average.
At the same time, additional
safety issues were observed,
indicating that pedestrian
accessibility remains a sig-
nificant focus, as currently
only one existing crosswalk
is present on Granby Rd, with
no sidewalk on the east side
of the road. Wulforst then
passed along that the two po-
tential remedies being floated
around are the implementa-
tion of a roundabout or a traf-
fic signal, but noted the city
would be liable for the price
tag of each project.

To start the roundabout,

See BARRY SCHOOL
page 9

CFD takes part in legislative breakfast

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Kkrivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The fire
department was one of many
in Western Massachusetts
to take part in a legislative
breakfast event earlier this
month.

Chief Daniel Stambor-
ski explained the Western
Mass Fire Chiefs Asso-
ciation and the State Fire
Marshal’s Office hosted the
event at the Western Mass
Fire Training Academy,
which included several state
legislators and many local
mayors and town managers,
to bring attention and sup-
port for four items of need.

‘So, the first thing on
the agenda was support-
ing the creation of a Mas-
sachusetts Public  Safety
Building Authority, and the

reason we’re trying to do
that is because in New En-
gland here, I think in every
city and town has at least
one fire station that is super
old,” Stamborski said. “Sev-
eral of them across Western
Mass and New England in
general are over 100 years
old, so they certainly don’t
meet safety standards and
building codes, and one of
the other major problems we
have is just the sheer size of
the apparatus. Once upon a
time, they were horse-drawn
fire pumpers back in the day
and we’re trying to squeeze
modern apparatus into these
buildings, so that’s a big one
for us. To come up with some
sort of system similar to how
they fund public schools and
whatnot, just getting some
additional monies to get
these buildings into a safer
condition for the firefight-

ers and something that can
house our apparatus prop-
erly.”

The second item was
support for the reauthoriza-
tion of the Massachusetts
Firefighters Safety Equip-
ment Grant program, which
Stamborski shared the goal
was to get it refunded.

“This program is a
funding source for some re-
ally vital equipment for our
communities and much of
this was used by the may-
ors and the state reps and so
forth out at the fire academy
grounds, on the drill yards,”
Stamborski said.

He added the equip-
ment included battery-pow-
ered vehicle extrication
equipment, SCBA, personal
protective equipment and

See BREAKFAST
page 9

Matthew Cross during the legislative breakfast event on Nov. 7.
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Chief of Staff Mike Pise, Fire Chief Daniel Stamborski, Mayor John Vieau and Deputy Fire Chief
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Bowl-a-Thon returns after five-year hiatus

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Kkrivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The Jo-
seph D. Freedman Bowl-a-
Thon returned to Bowlero in
Chicopee for the first time in
five years on Nov. 8, offering
raffles, games and family fun
to support adults with devel-
opmental disabilities at Cam-
phill Village Copake.

This year’s event raised
over $70,000.

Though located on the
Berkshire border in Columbia
County, NY, Camphill Village
Copake has local families in
Western Massachusetts with
loved ones who live there or
have been touched and im-
pacted by their care.

John Freedman, whose
sister, Susan, has lived in
Camphill Village Copake for
over four decades, explained
the event originated about 15
years ago and was on hold
the last five years due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Now, it’s back.

“It’s great because I think
we’re busier than ever. Hope-
fully, we’ll hit a fundraising
record and there’s just lots of
people from all walks of life.
Families and a lot of villagers
and friends, family, business
associates, all having a fun
time,” Freedman said.

Freedman said he enjoys
giving back and supporting
worthy causes, elated with the
turnout.

“We got a lot of people
in the alleys,” Freedman said.
“Some people sign up and reg-
ister, others just show up, but
we’re at capacity and a lot of
people having fun with one
another with old friends and
new friends.”

He was also happy to see
many young people in atten-
dance.

“We have more young-
er children than ever before.
There’s newborns all the way
up to teenagers and anyone
can bowl. That’s what’s so
nice about having this event,”
Freedman said. “Anyone can
come and bowl.”

David Wallace, one of the
residents at Camphill Village
Copake, reflected on those
who were attending the event
for the very first time, express-
ing gratitude for their support
as well.

“When people come to
the event, come from our vil-
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The Joseph D. Freedman Bowl-a-Thon returned to Bowlero in Chicopee on Nov. 8 after a five-year
hiatus, raising over $70,000 for Camphill Village Copake.

lage that we haven’t met, it’s
like meeting a whole group of
people in a worldwide com-
munity around the world,”
Wallace said. “Something like
traveling around the world in
one day.”

Wallace enjoyed see-
ing lots of people and being
amongst friends for the event.

“I spent time bowling and
got my face painted,” Wallace
said.

Christine  Pizzuti, the
communications and public
relations manager at Camphill
Village Copake, shared there’s
no admission fee for the orga-
nization and they rely heavily
on donations and private sup-

port.

“We got more than
$70,000 raised so far from this
event for the wonderful resi-
dents of Camphill Village, and
that’s largely due to sponsor-
ships—not just bowling reg-
istrations—but  sponsorships
from the local businesses in
the Springfield area. It’s just
incredible to see this many
people supporting Camphill
Village,” Pizzuti said. “It’s just
really nice to see everybody
back in Chicopee supporting
us.”

Pizzuti said the event also
helps bring awareness and
share information about the
organization.

“We welcome any oppor-
tunity to be out in the com-
munity, to let people know
that there are a lot of differ-
ent types of settings that are
available for people with
developmental differences,”
Pizzuti said. “There are group
home settings, there are waiv-
er-funded settings, things like
that. Camphill Village is one
of many rural, intentional
communities that are available
for people with disabilities to
live in. There are more than
100 Camphill communities
across the world and Camphill
Village Copake is the first and
largest in North America.”

Eileen Tau is a house

The arcade games were also a fun staple for attendees during the Bowl-a-Thon

An action shot of a member of Team Hogan bowling.

Attendees were all smiles during the event, enjoying time to-

gether and other fun activities.
leader who lives with five
people with developmental
disabilities, along with her
family and also works in the
Volunteer Admissions Office.

Tau said the event “is a
highlight for our community”
for two reasons.

“It’s a time for us to get
together as a community and
have fun with other people,
and also, raise awareness
about our community,” Tau
said.

She encouraged people
to volunteer as they welcome
many from around the world
to share their gifts and talents,
also sharing what she enjoys
about her work at Camphill
Village Copake.

“We have essentials. Our
first essential, really, is look-
ing at everyone despite their
disabilities as a spiritual be-
ing. That we are all human
beings striving for the same
things in life. That’s what is
very special to me,” Tau said.

Sarah Bomba, another
resident, and Susan Freedman

live together and work togeth-
er, meaning they work togeth-
er in the household. Freedman
also makes beeswax candles
in the candle shop and Bomba
gardens.

Bomba encouraged peo-
ple to reach out and learn more
about the organization.

“If you know anybody,
feel free to check out Cam-
phill Village itself. If you
have anybody in your family
or know anybody that could
benefit from Camphill, please
look us up, check us out, go on
a tour and just see what we’re
all about,” Bomba said.

Pizzuti thanked the com-
munity for their support.

“Because it really does
mean a tremendous amount to
our organization, for our fund-
ing and for our residents to be
able to see this many people
coming out to personally sup-
port them, they really, real-
ly take that message home,”
Pizzuti said.

To learn more, visit cam-
phillvillage.org.

Polish National Alliance Lodge 711 to host
Annual Meeting and Christmas Party

CHICOPEE - Lodge
711 Polish National Alliance
of Chicopee will hold its an-
nual meeting and election
of officers on Sunday, Dec.
7 at 11:30 a.m. followed by
the Lodge Christmas party
with dinner served prompt-
ly at 1 p.m. at the Chicopee
Falls Polish Home, 27 Grove
Street, Chicopee, MA.

The Christmas party will
feature the singing of Polish
and English Christmas carols.
Refreshments will be avail-
able and gifts for members,
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ages 0-12 will be distributed
by Santa. Assisting the Pres-
ident and Chairman, Joanne
Cebula, are Jeannie Zapala
and members of Wilbraham
PNA Lodge 3276, dinner and
refreshments, Teresa Sher-
man, publicity, and Cindy
Kirejczyk, toys, decorations
and entertainment. There will
be arts and crafts, games, and
a hot cocoa station.

We are very fortunate
to have volunteers from the
National Honor Society at
Minnechaug Regional High
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School in Wilbraham, MA to
assist the committee in pre-
paring and conducting this
fun-filled event.

There is no admission
fee. Donations for the raffle
are welcome to help defray
party costs. Please RSVP by
Dec. 1.

PNA Lodge 711 is a
non-profit organization dedi-
cated to assure an active role
in area social, cultural, civic
and charitable events. For
more information call Teresa
Sherman at 413-596-9578.
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City of Chicopee releases final draft of its
Hazard Mitigation Plan for public comment

CHICOPEE - The City
of Chicopee has completed
an update to its Hazard Miti-
gation Plan (HMP) and is now
seeking public comment to
finalize and advance adoption
of the document.

The HMP identifies nat-
ural and environmental risks
— such as floods, storms, wild-
fires, and impacts from climate
change — then outlines ways to
reduce their effects. By plan-
ning ahead, the City can better
protect people, property, and
resources from both sudden
disasters and long-term envi-

D
W

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 oo o> B B0

11/27/25-12/3/25 BUY DIRECT FOR

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGH 5y pikcrrrnn D D E

539

BAG
—|

HOURS: Won. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 * Sat. 8-3

s SAVINGS o SELECTION e SERVICE

413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

ronmental challenges.

Approval and adoption of
the HMP ensures that Chicop-
ee remains eligible for mitiga-
tion and emergency response
funding available through state
and federal grant programs
through MEMA and FEMA.

FEMA Hazard Mitigation
Assistance grant funding is
available for projects designed
to reduce the impacts of future
disasters. Mitigation planning
and actions break the cycle of
disaster damage, reconstruc-
tion, and repeated damage.

Chicopee’s plan update
was completed in partnership
by SLR International and a lo-
cal hazard mitigation planning
team — consisting of represen-
tatives from City Departments
and community stakeholders
including comprehensive feed-
back from residents.

All residents, business

owners, and other Chicop-
ee stakeholders are strong-
ly encouraged to review and
offer feedback on the HMP
final draft. The draft HMP is
available for review at https:/
chicopee-planning-depart-
ment-chicopeema.hub.arcgis.
com/pages/sustainability ~ or
at the Chicopee Planning De-
partment, City Hall, 274 Front
Street, 4th Floor, Chicopee,
MA. The draft HMP is avail-
able in English and Spanish.

Comments, concerns, and
questions regarding the draft
plan should be submitted via
email to pcollins@chicopee-
ma.gov or by phone at (413)
594-1482. All responses will
be utilized solely for the pur-
pose of finalizing the HMP for
approval and adoption.

The public comment peri-
od will conclude on Monday,
Dec. 22 at 5 p.m.

Aging Parent Solutions with The Arbors

CHICOPEE - The Coun-
cil on Aging will host the
program “Aging Parent Solu-
tions” on Thursday, Dec. 11 at
10 a.m. at Chicopee Council
on Aging’s RiverMills Center,
5 West Main St.

Representatives from
The Arbors and Ivy Assist-
ed Living will be at River-
Mills to discuss “The Aging
Parent Solution” The Aging
Parent Solution can partner
with your family to navigate

the complexities of aging,
with confidence and peace of
mind, while providing com-
passion, support and guid-
ance you may need. This ses-
sion is great for anyone who
cares for an older relative or
friend and needs a little extra
support on how to navigate
the available supports and
resources for caregivers and
loved ones. You must register
in advance at RiverMills or by
calling 534-3698.
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An ensemble photo of all Comp Colts Class of 2015 friends in attendance.

Comp 2015 Class celebrates 10-year reunion

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE — Earlier
this month, on Nov. 1, the
Chicopee Comp Colts Class
of 2015 Alumni group hosted
the class’s 10-year reunion,
and it was a long time com-
ing.

More than 30 alumni,
consisting of close friends,
along with various spous-
es, gathered from the Cas-
tle of Knights Banquet Hall
to reflect on the glory days,
partake in the homecoming
event, and touch base, as the
fifth anniversary didn’t take
place due to the COVID-19
pandemic back in 2020.

The reunion was put into
reality by Salutatorian Pat-
rick Byrnes and classmate
Jessica Lusignan, and had
help from countless others,
and they felt the finished
product was ‘great.’

First to reflect on the
progress and unity of the
2015 Colts was Byrnes.

“It’s great to get every-
one back together for our
10-year reunion, and this is
the first time we have been
able to get our whole class
together. And it’s nice to see
all of the various and differ-
ent friend groups, catch up,
and see what everyone has
been up to since we graduat-
ed from Comp,” Byrnes said.
“And I feel, looking back on
things, I felt we had a really
fun class. I feel everyone has
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The Memorial Table on display.

done a great job in staying in
touch and connecting, and
having an event like this is a
great way to rekindle mem-
ories while discovering new
ways to reconnect with those
we fell out of contact with.”

Echoing similar thoughts
to Byrnes was Lusignan.

“So, Patrick (Byrnes)
and I tried our best to get as
many people as we possibly
could to come to this event.
We put a lot of effort into
Facebook and social me-
dia, and we are very excited
with the outcome and those
who decided to come to the
event,” Lusignan said.

Lusignan also expressed
that they are continuing to
leave the door open for future
gatherings.

“We hope to see more
people in the future, and we
are looking forward to our 15
and 20-year reunions, but we
really just miss everyone and
can’t wait to see everyone
once again,” Lusignan said.

Those in attendance

were greeted with the class’s
old photo slideshow from
senior year, a buffet-style
dinner consisting of various
restaurant-style entrees such
as Prime Rib, Chicken Fran-
cese, Fried Potatoes, along
with other crowd-pleasing
favorites. To note, the meal
also came with a cash bar and
dance floor.

Also, a memorial table
was set up to honor and re-
spect the lives of those who
passed away, as the lit candle
was symbolic of understand-
ing, and even though gone, it
was made clear by those in
attendance that those friends
will still hold a place in the
hearts of all and will never be

forgotten.
The last person to speak
was Gregory O’Connor,

who enjoyed the overall ex-
perience and felt it was an
honor to be back among his
peers.

“I’'m very happy to see
all of my friends, and it’s
just fun to see how everyone

is doing in life,” O’Connor
said. “I hope more people
will come out and show up as
these events carry on.”

And the overall mes-
sage and consensus among
those in attendance when
asked about the question of
what their class should be
remembered for was a sim-
ple answer: “Just being fun,
and being Comp Colts,” ac-
cording to various responses
from all.

The overall takeaway
from this evening was that
memories were rekindled,
and friendships reforged, and
the only lasting impression
is that it’s clear the potential
for the reunion to increase in
size and stature is definitely
on the horizon.

And, as noted before,
one of the main topics among
all in attendance was the con-
firmation of greenlighting fu-
ture gatherings, with another
recently held the night before
Thanksgiving at the Rumble-
seat Bar & Grille.

HCSS Winter Raffle

CHICOPEE - The
Hampden Charter School
of Science Winter Raffle
takes place on Sunday,
Dec. 14 from 1 to 4 p.m.
at 20 Johnson Rd. in Chi-
copee.

There will be over 50
prizes, a $150 lottery tree,
a signed Red Sox baseball
and a 40 inch TV. General
tickets are 3 for $5, 8 for
$10 and 25 for $20.

Other prizes include a
Furnari Jewelers necklace
- $1,000 of sparkle! Tick-
ets at 1 for $10 or 3 for
$20 and a $500 Woodloch
Pines Resort Gift Card at
1 ticket for $5 or 3 tickets
for $10.

Your $5 entry ticket
will lead to a 50/50 raffie
ticket (12 and under free).

Doors open at 1 p.m.,
raffle starts at 2 p.m. Also,
meet Boomer from 1 to
2 p.m., a winter craft for
the first 50 children under
10, $10 mystery grab bags
(prizes range from $10 to
$50), $2 cupcakes (every
cupcake sold also enters
you in our Sweet Treats
Raffle and a Reserved
Front Row Graduation

Seating — Live Auction.

The raffle donors are
Ashley Furniture, Basket-
ball Hall of Fame, BJ’s,
Boston Crawling, Boston
Red Sox, Bowlero Bowl-
ing, Buffalo Wild Wings,
Burger King, Charles Riv-
er Cruises, Chick-Fil-A,
Chili’s Bar and Grill, Cin-
emark, Coca Cola, Crum-
bl, Furnari Jewelers, Hart-
ford Yard Goats, Home
Depot, Hy-Line Cruis-
es, Jersey Mike’s, Just B
Prom, Kate Spade, Long-
horn Steakhouse, Margar-
itaville Water Park, Men’s
Wearhouse, 99 Restaurant,
Northampton Dojo, Out-
back Steak House, Olive
Garden, Springfield Muse-
ums, Springfield Thunder-
birds, Starbucks, Tees 413,
Texas Roadhouse, The
Adventure Park, The Skin
Nutritionist, Tree House
Brewery, UMass Theater
Department, Wendy'’s,
Woodloch Pines, Wood-
n-Tap and Worcester Red
Sox.

Bundle up with big
prizes! Every ticket helps
HCSS athletes shine!

13th Annual Western Mass.
Toy Drive Comedy Show

CHICOPEE - The
13th  Annual Western
Mass. Toy Drive Come-
dy Show for foster kids
and children in need takes
place on Wednesday,
Dec. 10 at the Portuguese
American Club.

Join us for a night of
comedy, dinner, and com-
munity where every laugh
helps bring holiday magic
to kids who need it most.

Hosted by Jess Mill-
er and featuring perfor-
mances by Dave Sheehan,
Doreen Watson and Max
Dolchelli.

Doors open at 6 p.m.,
dinner at 6:30 p.m. and
show at 7:30 p.m.

Your $40 ticket in-
cludes dinner, show and
pictures with Mr. and

Mrs. Claus.

There’s also a golden
ticket to win $1,000 cash!
For each new, unwrapped
toy valued at $25, receive
one entry to win a Golden
Ticket worth $1,000.

The toys go directly
to foster children at Mas-
sachusetts Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Children (MSPCC) and
low-income behavior-
al health youth clients at
Clinical & Support Op-
tions.

Reserve your seat
now at funnyraising.com.

The event is proudly
sponsored by Symetra,
Pioneer Valley Allergy,
Ohana School of Per-
forming Arts, Amedeo’s
and Kind Squad Inc.

Holiday Arts & Crafts for Kids

CHICOPEE - Holiday
Arts and Crafts for Kids
ages three to five will be tak-
ing place on Tuesdays Dec.
2 at 3:30 p.m.

Celebrate the holidays
by creating fun, creative
crafts. All materials includ-
ed!

Location: Head Start
Lincoln Grove, 216 Broad-
way St. Chicopee

Please call or email: Sil-
via at 413- 505-9053 or Du-
rands @headstart.org.

The programs are of-
fered by the Holyoke Chi-
copee Family and Commu-
nity Program.

Funded by the Coordi-
nated Family & Community
Engagement Grant from the
Massachusetts Department
of Early Education and

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

Register to participate. Care.
Cemetery Memorials + Markers 2
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display
. RAY HALUCH INC.
haluchsmemorials.com 1014 Center St | Ludlow, MA 1 583-6508 (&

HANNOUSH

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

Is At An All-Time High!
25% Extra

10%
Extra Cash

When Cashing In

Your

When You Use Your

Towards

A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

LET’S MAKE
THIS SEASON
MERRY, BRIGHT,
AND TOTALLY LIT?

Come experience magical
30-40 minute stroll
around the farm -

surrounded by hundreds of
thousands of dazzling lights!

Explore tractors, trees,
tunnels and so much more!

Enjoy tons of photo ops and
brand new light displays!

McCrays Farm
oo Alvord Street
South Hadley

WWWMCCRAYS-FARM.COM/HOLIDAYLIGHTS
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Thanksgiving questions for the Garden Lady

Eva, who has a big vege-
table garden in Ware, wrote in
with this question for the Gar-
den Lady: “We are supposed
to have a low of 27 degrees
one night this week. With that
said, are my Brussels sprouts
going to be OK? I was hop-
ing to harvest them just in
time for Thanksgiving” It
has been a few years since |
have grown Brussels sprouts,
but I do remember that they
do thrive well into late fall
and early winter. A few frosty
mornings won’t hurt them!

For readers not familiar
with Brussel sprout culture,
I will elaborate. Brussels
sprout seeds are started in-
doors, around the same time
you would start their cousins,
broccoli, cabbage or kale.

For me, seeds are sown
off heat the first week of
April through tax day. They
are grown cool but under
supplemental light to prevent
stretching, and are transplant-
ed once the first set of “true
leaves” unfold.

I transplant mine into the

cells of a six pack, although
individual two or

three inch pots

are  also

den a couple

of weeks prior

to  Memori-

al Day, where

fertile soil and

eight-10 hours of direct sun
are preferred.

They need to be given
a lot more room than their
cousins, about nine square
feet of growing space per
plant! It will pay off!

Placing transplants under
floating row covers is smart,
and will protect young plants
from flea beetles and swede
midge, then from various
“cabbage” worms. The plants
will grow tall over the course
of their long growing season
and will form buds along the
stem.

It is the buds that we har-

%

1

a
good option.
Brussels
sprouts can
be  moved
into the gar-

carrots who en-

dure a little

cold, starches

- turn to sugars

by
Roberta MclQuaid

vest, known as the “sprouts”
we so enjoy. Experts recom-
mend “topping” the plants
in September, or cutting off
the first couple of inches of
top growth, so that the plant
puts all of its energy into the
sprouts it already has, making
them bigger.

When 1 grew Brussels
sprouts many years ago,
aphid were a big problem.
There are a number of variet-

ies that have a spaced branch-
ing habit that seem to reduce

the population of these pests.
“Divino,” “Speedia,”
“Nautic” are all good choices.

and

Harvest the half-dollar
sized sprouts after the first
few frosts and you will

be in for a great,

sweet treat. Like

and yum!
Personally, I
like to roast them for
heightened crunch and
a little more carameliza-
tion. I hope they will be a
wonderful part of your family

meal, Eva!

Melissa, who gardens
in Palmer, just moved to a
house that has a few “high-

bush cranberries” on her
property.
“l was curious if this

shrub is a tall version of the
Thanksgiving cranberry and if
so, if it is edible? The word
‘highbush’ reminds me of
blueberries, so | thought
maybe it worked out the
same,” she asked.

The American cranberry
is not to be confused with Vi-

burnum trilobum, an eight-12
foot multistemmed shrub
sometimes called highbush
cranberry, crampbark, or even
cranberry viburnum.

The berries of this native
shrub hang in clusters and
are orangey-red in color. Al-
though they are edible, birds
generally find them a whole
lot more appealing than we
do, and will typically “gob-
ble” them up before winter
hits.

The shrub typically has
great fall interest, too, with
foliage that varies in hues of
orange, red and purplish red.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
Jject line.

Are you a complex patient?

With more people liv-
ing longer, it’s becoming
likelier than an individual
will be dealing with more
than one chronic health con-
dition, such as heart disease,
hypertension, diabetes, can-
cer, any number of autoim-
mune disorders (such as lu-
pus) — the list is practically
endless.

Your doctors — you
probably have more than one
-- may not tell you to your
face that you are “complex”
or “complicated,” so how do
you know if you are? What
are the possible implications
of complexity, and what can
you do about it?

Here are some typical
characteristics of complex
patients, in addition to hav-
ing multiple health condi-
tions:

You take multiple med-
ications.

You have a lot of health-
care providers, including
specialists.

You are in the hospital
frequently.

You struggle to manage
your own health care be-
cause of its complexity.

You lack the family or
social network you need to
manage your health care.

Health-care providers
are seeing more patients
with complex conditions
than ever, but there’s little
consensus among doctors
about how to deal with
them. Aside from the char-
acteristics I listed above,
patient complexity is aggra-
vated by a number of other
factors.

Our health care and so-
cial care systems are frag-
mented, and the gaps are
continuously growing.

The scope of individ-
uals’ needs are constantly
growing.

More patients are living
alone, as family and com-
munity connections weak-
en.

There is a global short-
age of caregivers in the
workforce.

Researchers have also
noted the impact of socio-
economic factors, such as
lack of nutrition, poverty
and access to care.

“All of this poses great
challenges and the need for
a paradigm change in pro-
posing possible solutions
and interventions,” three
European researchers wrote
in 2023. “We have to invest,
mobilize and implement
harm reduction interven-
tions in the care of complex
patients.”

Easier said than done,
obviously.

One positive I'm see-
ing is the emergence of
patient-centered care as a
pathway to better health
outcomes. Using a pa-
tient-centered  assessment
lets providers understand
not only a patient’s physical

yOur

Nealtn

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

health, but also their mental
health, lifestyle, behaviors,
social factors (education,
employment) and ability to
understand their symptoms
and treatments.

As a patient advocate,
I have to take all of these
factors into consideration
when working with a client
and communicating with
their care team. Even the
smallest problem in any of
these dimensions can dra-
matically worsen a patient’s
health outcome.

But patient advocates
and health-care providers
cannot do the job by them-
selves. If you fall within the
definition of “a complex pa-
tient,” it’s important for you
to take the bull by the horns
and participate in your own
health care to the best of
your ability. The same goes
for your loved ones, your
primary care provider and

caregivers.
This is not easy in our
fragmented health-care

world. Still, there are ac-
tions a complex patient can
take to help themselves and
(one hopes) improve their
health outcomes.

1. Coordinating care.
Each health-care provider
has to know what the others
are diagnosing, treating and
prescribing. It’s likely that
one or more of your provid-
ers is accessible through a
patient portal that also con-
tains test results, notes and
electronic health records.

Will they have time
to read everything? May-
be not, but you should, so
you can convey your un-
derstanding of what other
doctors are saying. This is
where medically-trained
patient advocates provide a
valuable service, by review-
ing the records and then
conveying that information
to doctors in medical termi-
nology.

2. Being honest. As hu-
mans who want to appear
competent and in charge
of our lives, we sometimes
hesitate to tell our providers
everything that’s going on.
Maybe there’s an emerging
mental health issue. Maybe
you're taking a drug that
hasn’t been prescribed.
Maybe there’s been a break-
up in a marriage. Maybe
you’re drinking more. All

of these things can impact
your well-being, and your
doctor needs to know about
them.

3. Taking notes. I've
said it before and I'll say it
again. Take someone with
you to medical appoint-
ments and have them take
notes, or even keep a jour-
nal yourself. You can keep
track not only of doctor
discussions, but also note
your mental, emotional
and physical symptoms on
a daily basis to share with
your provider.

If you are a ‘“com-
plex patient,” or you know
someone who is, recognize
that fact and take a stronger
hand in your care. You may
be helping yourself or a
loved one live their best life.

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, a registered nurse
and board-certified patient
advocate, is the founder of
Northshore Patient Advo-
cates LLC (NShore). She
is also founder and CEO of
Nurse Advocate Entrepre-
neur, which trains medical
professionals to become
successful private patient
advocates. Teri offers a free
phone consultation to news-
paper readers as well as to
nurses interested in becom-
ing advocates. Reach her
at Teri@NurseAdvocateEn-
trepreneur.com.

SOCIAL SECURITY

Tlateers

By Russell Gloor

Should | ask for retroactive benefits?

Dear Rusty:

I turn 70 next month,
Oct. 3 and am making an
application for Social Se-
curity benefits to begin in
January 2026.

I want the maximum
Delayed Retirement Credits
and the highest permanent
monthly benefit. I do not
want to leave money on the
table, so should I request
six months of retroactive
benefits or at least retroac-
tive to October when I turn
702 If I do this, will I lose
DRCs and adversely impact
my ongoing monthly benefit
after February 2026?

Signed: Turning 70

Dear Turning 70:

I must ask why claim
your Social Security to
start in January? You are
entitled to your maximum
SS monthly benefit in the
month you reach 70 years
of age, so waiting until
January doesn’t gain you
anything. You could apply
in August, specifying you
wish your benefits to start
in October, and you would
get the maximum age 70
benefit you are entitled to
(e.g., the maximum De-
layed Retirement Credits
available to you,and the
highest possible monthly
benefit).

Since you are looking
for your maximum DRC’s,
to prevent SSA from giving
you any retroactive bene-
fits, which would perma-
nently lower your monthly
amount) you should enter
in the “Remarks” section

of your application that “I
do not wish to receive ret-
roactive benefits. I want my
maximum monthly benefit
effective with the month I
turn 70 years of age.”

If, however, for some
reason you still wish to
claim effective with Janu-
ary 2026, you should indi-
cate in the “Remarks” sec-
tion of your SS application
that you only wish three
months of retroactive bene-
fits, for the months of Octo-
ber, November and Decem-
ber 2025.This is to prevent
you from losing the money
you would miss by waiting
beyond October to claim. If
you ask for benefits retro-
active to any month earlier
than the month you turn 70,
your monthly benefit will
be permanently reduced.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Asso-
ciation To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.
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be published. We require letter writers
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must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allegations, personal
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The Chicopee Register,
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WE CARE ABOUT
YOUR NEWS!

The Chicopee Register
welcomes submissions
of news in or related to

Chicopee and its residents.
Our "People News," is filled
with submitted engagement
announcements, wedding
announcements, birth
announcements, your new
baby or news about your
25th or 50th anniversary
celebrations. Please e-mail
correspondence along with a
photo to chicopeeregister@
turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,
c/o Turley Publications,
24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers
to participate in this year’s election campaigns
by writing letters to the editor for publication
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be
received by noon Monday to be considered for
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters
will be printed. No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy will be printed.
If the volume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper, or if
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper
reserves the right to print a representative
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call the editor at
413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the news-
paper plans to print stories about contested
races for Congress, state Senate, state House,
district attorney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.
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CHS Boys Varsity Soccer receives community sendoff

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee High School Varsity
Soccer Team received a send-
off from parents, students,
teachers and staff, the fire and
police departments and more
ahead of their playoff game
against Greater New Bedford
Vocational Technical High
School on Nov. 13.

The Pacers finished their
regular season 17-3-3 and lat-
er advanced to the third round
of the Divisional Playoffs af-
ter defeating Martha’s Vine-
yard Regional High School
3-2 in an overtime win on
Nov. 5 and defeating Hanover
High School 4-1 on Now. 8.

The team received a po-
lice escort as the team left the
high school at the end of the
school day.

Rachel Beaudoin, com-
munications and special proj-
ects liaison for the Mayor’s
Office, provided best wishes
to the players ahead of their
departure. Mayor John Vieau
was unable to attend due to a
prior commitment.

“He wanted to congrat-
ulate you guys, wish you the
best of luck and he knows
you guys are going to win.
He’s got all the faith in you
and he wishes you the best,”
Beaudoin said. “Proud of you
guys for making it this far, so
good luck!”

Boys Varsity  Soccer
Coach Hugo Despatado was
excited about the sendoff.

“It’s a special moment
and, obviously, they’ve done
all the work over the years,”
Despatado said. “It’s nice to
see the city united too as part
of this, so hopefully they’re
embracing the moment.”

Despatado said the kids

A group photo of parents, students and more holding up “CHS Soccer” signs to cheer the team on at
their sendoff outside Chicopee High School.

deserve it after the hard work
they put in to get this far this
season.

“We’re hoping to go
there for a two-hour drive and
coming back and celebrating
on the bus. It’s one game at a
time now, anything can hap-
pen and it’s become at any
moment now. So, we just got
to embrace it and go from
there,” Despatado said.

The community support
means a lot.

“It’s huge. I’ve been in-
volved in grassroots soccer
in the city for over 12 years,
if not 15,” Despatado said.
“It’s good to see us united,
even though we have two
high schools. But, seeing ev-
erybody united, it’s actually
been a dream of mine to be
honest with you. Just having
one school represent the city
or one group instead of the
division.”

Despatado also called
the season “a special sea-
son,” sharing how the team
“finished strong” and rallied
together.

“They’re a resilient group

Chicopee High School Boys Varsity Soccer players pack up to get
on the bus for their police escort to their playoff game.

of kids. Like I said, they’ve
been through ups and downs.
We’re a very dynamic group,
diverse group. I actually call
them sometimes we look like
a bunch of misfits, but it’s a
good thing and they embrace
it, they work for each other,
many ethnic backgrounds in
this group,” Despatado said.
“So, it’s important, I think,
that actually helps them in the
long run.”

The season, he added, is

special for another reason.

“It’s a good group of
kids. A lot of these kids have
been playing together since
they were five, six years old,
so they got at least a group
that were working and just
battle for each other,” Despa-
tado said.

His message to the com-
munity was this.

“Just continue to support
us,” Despatado said. “Just
know that the boys are work-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

The American flag adorned by the Chicopee Fire Department

ahead of the sendoff.

ing for them. Go Pacers!”

After the Game

Unfortunately, the team
lost 3-1 to Greater New Bed-
ford Vocational Technical
High School, ending the boys
varsity soccer playoff run.

Vieau, however, had also
shared these words about the
team in a recent interview on
how proud he was of not just
Chicopee High, but also Chi-
copee Comp with the football
team’s recent playoff run.

“I think that when your
high school teams and athlet-
ic programs are successful, it
really does bring out the best
in Chicopee in your commu-

nity. I really think there is a
lot of pride in Chicopee,”
Vieau said. “And I’'m see-
ing it at the games I was at,
the soccer game on Saturday
against Hanover; the numbers
are increasing, and it’s won-
derful to see the support, and
people playing for nothing
other than creating those for-
ever memories in their lives.
They are playing in these
wonderful  opportunities,
and like I shared with both
Comp and High, it’s all
about understanding to win
with dignity and walk away
from a loss with a moral of
respect.”

RIVERMILLS
from page 1

ting into,” Wilk said. “T knew
about the senior center, but
one thing that changed my
perception was how Sher-
ry and her staff continue to
go above and beyond in en-
suring everyone is treated
equally, fairly, and held with
the highest level of profes-
sionalism and respect, which
has now turned from humble
beginnings of a working re-
lationship to that of a fami-
ly.’

Reflecting on the ode of
support delivered from Wilk
was Manyak, the executive
director of the RiverMills Se-
nior Center.

“I think the thing we en-
joy the most is helping each
other put this dinner/lunch to-
gether and seeing the laughter
and smiling faces on every-
one, and I think RiverMills is
a family,” Manyak said.

Manyak also shared that
with this being the sixth year
doing this specialty dinner,
she and her staff feel they
are ahead of the game, which
allows them to excel and de-
liver standards of the highest
quality.

“We trust and believe in
our system, which stems from
organizing tickets, monitor-
ing sales, and it’s quite quick
and easy,” Manyak said.

The point of conversa-
tion then pivoted to the over-

Singer Amanda Meli out in the crowd bringing excitement to the

room.

all feeling the staff and every-
one in the organization feels
when seeing new or returning
faces daily outside of the spe-
cialty events.

“Everyday visits offer
a sense of fulfillment, from
just having the privilege of
talking to people, to helping
them, while instilling clari-
ty to a numerous assortment
of problems that come in all
shapes and sizes, and just
hearing the stories is just a
moment of pure joy and ela-
tion no one can take away,
Manyak said.

As the evening pro-
gressed, some familiar fac-
es stopped by, such as City
Councilor-At-Large Jerry
Roy, who touched upon the

Attendees taking in the atmosphere.

A perfect photo with smiles and joy.

importance of the senior cen-
ter and the work being done
to ensure a haven of enter-
tainment and reunion for the
elders of the community.

“I want to note this is
an absolutely wonderful pro-
gram that also has fantastic
events throughout the year,
and it’s extremely unbeliev-

able that they can continue to
take care of these people with
the highest level of humani-
tarian values,” Roy said.

Roy then added with a
follow up touching upon the
concept of Thanksgiving.

“I just want to say be
thankful for what you have
and not for what you think
you should have, and if you
see someone in need take
care of them, and as a past
president of Lorraine’s Soup
Kitchen, there is a big need
out there, and try to not to
forget that,” Roy said.

Offering similar
thoughts about the burgeon-
ing sense of community that
RiverMills provides was re-
curring visitor and local Chi-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BRENDAN ROONEY

copee resident Debi Korytko,
who expressed praise and
gratitude for not only the op-
portunities the senior center
provides, but also highlight-
ed the value and attention to
care that the senior center
possesses.

“It’s one big happy fami-
ly here,” Korytko said. “And
this means a lot to the city
because we need someone
where our seniors can go and
play. They have beautiful
pictures here, and it’s always
a great time coming into the
craft store, and everything is
always top-notch.”

Korytko also expressed
gratitude for the work being
done behind the scenes by
Manyak and her staff.

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week

207-607-9333
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CPL Hosts Programs for Kids and Families

CHICOPEE - Each
month the Chicopee Public
Library hosts a variety of
free programs for children,
teens, and families. The
Youth Services Department
seeks to provide opportuni-
ties for entertainment and
enrichment that promote lit-
eracy and explore creativity.
Here is the slate of events
for December 2025.

Math Everywhere! Dec.
1,3,8, 15,17 at 4 p.m. Join
Shane from CFCE for an
early math playgroup for
ages 2-5. Meet new friends
and practice important ear-
ly math skills for young
children with a curriculum
brought to you by the Bos-
ton Children’s Museum.

Email wrights@head-
start.org to sign up.

Sensory Play Saturday
will be held at 9:30 a.m. on
Saturday, Dec. 6. Come let
your babies socialize and
explore sensory play! We
will have our play area set
up with some sensory ac-
tivities and other play op-
portunities. For babies 0-24
months and their caregivers.

Saturday Playgroup
will be held at 1 p.m., on

Saturdays in December.
We’ll put out some extra
toys in the playspace. It’s a
great time for families with
kids of all ages to meet up
and play!

Annual Cocoa Carni-
val on Friday, Dec. 5 from
2:30 to 4 p.m.. Join us for
a winter celebration! Play
some games, enjoy a craft,
and warm up with a cup of
hot cocoa! No registration
required. For kids and fam-
ilies of all ages! Head down
the road to check out the
Tree Lighting at City Hall
after!

Little Kid Dance Par-
ty will be on Wednesdays,
December 3 and 17 at 10:30
a.m. Moving and grooving
for kids and their caregivers.
Geared toward ages 0-5, but
all are welcome!

45 minutes to one hour
of energetic activity includ-
ing singing and dancing,
action rhymes, and playing
with props like scarves and
shakers.

Build with LEGO on
Thursday, Dec. 11 at 4 p.m.
Unstructured building time
for kids ages 6 and up. This
month’s LEGO time will

be held in the Kids Activity
Room.

Little Movers will be
held in the children’s pro-
gram room on Fridays, Dec.
5 and 19 at 11 a.m. Babies
crawling to 24 months and
their caregivers are invited
to join us for free play fol-
lowed by circle time explor-
ing songs, fingerplays and
movement!

Create Art with Crayons
on Saturday, Dec. 13 at 1:30
p-m. Join Marie Manley
Tucker for a monthly draw-
ing lesson this fall. Each
month will have a different
theme. December’s theme
is Stuffy portraits. Bring
a stuffed animal friend to
draw! Recommended for
ages 5-12.

The Kids Room Sewing
Club will have its first meet-
ing on Wednesday, Dec. 10
3:30 to 5 p.m. Learn basic
stitches and practice skills
by making fun projects. This
month we will make sequin
ornaments. Recommended
for ages 6 and up. Kids who
are not familiar with using a
needle and thread should at-
tend with an adult. Teens are
welcome.

Storytime will be held
on Thursday, Dec. 11 at
10:30 a.m. Storytime is
for children ages 3-5. This
program features about 30
minutes of structured cir-
cle time, followed by 15-30
minutes of a craft or activity.
Circle time will include 2-3
read aloud books, rhymes,
songs, and felt boards. Chil-
dren will be encouraged to
ask and answer simple ques-
tions and recognize things
like shapes, colors, letters,
and numbers.

The library Homes-
chool Meetup will be on
Thursday, Dec. 18 at 11
a.m. This group meets once
a month September - June
for homeschooling families
with kids of all ages to hang
out, do activities and learn
together. Different activities
each month are planned by
the group.

Terrific Twos will be
held on Tuesdays, Dec. 9
and 23 at 10:30 a.m. Terrific
Twos is for two- year-olds
and their caregivers. This
program features about 25
minutes of structured circle
time, followed by about half
an hour of semi-structured

playtime. During circle
time, we will sing songs, do
rhymes, do some big move-
ments, and read 1 book. The
book choice rotates between
either a read aloud picture
book or a group read of a
board book. Playtime in-
volves a choice of craft, ac-
tivity, or play.

The Children’s Room
is a great place to hang out.
Coloring pages and board
games are always avail-
able. There are also some
new things you can play
with while you visit. Ask us
about food toys for the play
kitchen, building blocks, or
the art cart.

Teens

Visit the library after
school and enjoy the Teen
Space with friends! We’ve
got board games, puzzles,
the library’s Switch, and
coloring to enjoy.

Teens are invited to join
us at LEGO, Sewing Club,
Crayons for Kids and the
Cocoa Carnival this month!

Visit the library website
for more info about all of
the library’s events! www.
chicopeepubliclibrary.org

Winter Safety at
RiverMills

CHICOPEE - The Coun-
cil on Aging will host The
Chicopee Fire Department for
their Winter Safety Presenta-
tion on Monday, Dec. 8§ at 10
a.m. at Chicopee Council on
Aging’s RiverMills Center, 5
West Main St.

Join members of the
Chicopee Fire Department
for some tips on how to stay
safe throughout the winter
months, such as heating safe-
ty and safely using Christmas
lights. You must register in
advance at RiverMills or by
calling 534-3698.

Polish Food Sale

INDIAN  ORCHARD
— Immaculate Conception
Church, 25 Parker St., Indian
Orchard, Ma will be holding
five Polish Food Sales on
these Saturdays: Dec. 13 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. andDec. 209
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Golabki (3) $12, Kapus-
ta (Large) $10, Pierogi {12)
Cabbage--Potato & Cheese
$14--Sweet Cheese, Blue-
berry $15. ales take place in
the church cafeteria (lower
section of the church) Credit
cards not accepted..

ARBOR DAY
from page 1

Vieau also noted the part-
nerships with the DCR, being
in year 11 of planting trees for
the Greening of Gateway Cit-
ies program, the Engineering
Department, the DPW and the
Planning Department.

“It’s a collaboration and
we all work together,” Vieau
said.

Another factor, he added,
was water pollution control
and coordination of tree plant-
ing with the Planning Depart-
ment “in areas of sewer sepa-
ration work.”

“It’s very predominant in
the city of Chicopee. We want
to make sure that we’re put-
ting trees back in places where
they weren’t as part of our tree
ordinance, and Jim Dawson
from Planning, we know that
all new subdivisions get new
trees,” Vieau said.

‘Two trees per building
lot,” Dawson said.

On why Arbor Day was
being celebrated in Novem-
ber, Scott explained it’s been

Members of the Forestry Department, Planning Department, Department of Public Works, Parks &
Rec and more were in attendance for the Arbor Day Ceremony on Nov. 20.

a busy period for the depart-
ment.

“It just brings some rec-
ognition for the city and we
have an event every year
where they give us the flags
and stuff to honor all the com-
munities,” Scott said.

Scott elaborated on the
process for replacing trees.

‘That’s one of our or-
dinances. If a tree has to be
removed, the city ordinance

is two new trees get planted.
So, like when we have the
sewer project come through,
sometimes like 100 trees in a
big section of the city have to
come down. We replant 200
trees, get put back in. We do
have a lot of available planting
sites in town. We have a full
city-wide tree inventory, so we
know where everything is and
where there’s room to plant
new ones,” Scott said.

Publications, Inc.

Turley Publications
would like to
help you show off
the newest
member of
your family

this Christmas,

FOR
FREE!

Mail to:

Turley Publications
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
Attn: Jamie Joslyn
Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope
if you would like
the picture returned or
email photo to:
jamie@turley.com
with subject line:
BABY'S FIRST.

This offer is available to
all babies born in 2025.
Pictures will be
published the week of
December 23-26, 2025.

Logan Distler

September 22, 2024

Parents: Daniel & Lisa Distler, Brimfield
Grandparents: Christopher & Michele Mues, Warren

(arole & the late Bruce Distler, Long Island, NY

Baby’'s Name:

Birthdate:

Parents’ Names:

Parents’ Town of Residence:

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:

U

Agawam Advertiser
News

Barre Gazzette
Chicopee Register
Country Journal
The Holyoke Sun
Journal Register

oo o

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)

Please check the newspaper
you would like your announcement to appear.

Deadline for photos and forms is
Friday, December 12, 2025

Quaboag Current
The Register
Sentinel

Town Reminder
Ware River News
The Wilbraham-
Hampden Times

codood

Scott said the 32 years of
recognition for Tree City USA
means a lot.

“It brings some satisfac-
tion in that that we’re doing
the right things, trying to make
the community better because
trees are such a valuable part
of the urban landscape as far
as shade and just the overall
feeling. You get a street with
no trees, you definitely notice
the difference for sure,” Scott

Mayor John Vieau presents a certificate of recognition to DPW
Superintendent Elizabette Batista, who also represents the
Water Pollution Control Department.

said.

The trees, he shared, were
planted at Lincoln Grove due
to tree loss after storms and
residents  voiced concern,
reaching out to his depart-
ment.

“We have limited re-
sources and limited time, so
when we have people reaching
out for us that show an interest
in trees, that will take a prior-

ity of where we plant because
people are probably going to
be looking out for the trees,”
Scott said.

Scott’s message was this.

“The city and the Forest-
ry Department, we’re out here
doing the best we can to try as
far as the trees go make things
better, safer and more enjoy-
able for the future,” Scott
said.
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Comp falls to Chaug in Week 10

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE— Seven
days after the two football
teams lost in the opening
round game of the Division
3 state tournament, the Min-
nechaug Regional Falcons
and Chicopee Comp Colts
battled each other in the inau-
gural Western Mass. Class A
Bowl.

The Falcons closed out
their season by celebrating a
34-6 victory over the Colts at
Mitchell S. Kuzdal Field, last
Friday night.

“Both teams didn’t get
the result that they wanted in
the opening round of the Di-
vision 3 state playoffs,” said
Minnechaug head coach Will
Nickerson. “My players were
very excited to play in the
Western Mass Class A Bowl
game. We don’t play a game
on Thanksgiving, so this was
the final high school football
game for our seniors.”

The Falcons, who lost at
Hingham,35-14, in the round
of 16, finished their season
with a 5-5 overall record.

The Colts (8-2), who
lost, 51-0, against top-seeded
King Phillip Regional, will
be facing archrival Chicopee
High School in the annual
Sword Game on Thanksgiv-
ing morning.

The Colts seniors, who

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY W WW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Matthew Perez makes the handoff to Brayden Klett.

were hoping to a win in their
home finale against the Fal-
cons, are Jacob Giec, Austin
Abert, Adrian Gonzalez, Jo-
siah Feliz, Joe Chmielewski,
Victor Ferrer, Logan Yucka,
JaVon James, Jake Galas,
Frank Jordan, Harrison Wel-
lington, Noah Johnson, Josh
Maldonado, Chris Carras-
quillo, Myles Besner, Tuck-
er Jones, Jeremy Santalucia,
Jacob Lopez Losacano, Ab-
dulrahman Shehaden, Sean

Desormier, and Anthony
Cabrera-Cavette.

Minnechaug senior Max
Baroni entered the contest
with 22 career receiving
touchdowns, which was tied
for the Western Mass. record.
Alex Henry, who graduated
from Minnechaug in 2019,
and Springfield Central’s Joe
Griffin, also finished their
high school football careers
with 22 receiving touch-
downs.

Matthew Skaza makes a tackle.

Baroni is one of the Fal-
cons senior captains, along
with Jack Lucarelle, Aidan
Dzierwinski, and Vinh Nguy-
en. The other Falcons se-
niors are Mason Jones, Zach
Kozub, Lincoln Stiles, Cal
Blanchard, William Vezina
III, Donovan Belton, Jacob
Fahey, and Liam Howe.

With 1:33 left in the sec-
ond quarter, Baroni broke the
record after catching a 12-
yard TD pass from Lucarelle,

who’s been the Minnechaug
starting quarterback since he
was a freshman.

“I just saw the pylon,
and I don’t think I've ever run
faster in my life into the end-
zone,” Baroni said. “I couldn’t
have broken the record with-
out the help of my teammates
and coaches along the way.
I’'m hoping to continue play-
ing football in college.”

See COMP page 8

www.sports.turley.com

Joshua Maldonado goes on
the run.

Landyn Chessey chases a
Chaug ball carrier.

Comp hosts Unified jamboree event

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE—One of
the 19 MIAA Unified Bas-
ketball Jamborees that took
place during the past several
weeks was held at Herbert H.
Curry Gymnasium located in-
side Chicopee Comprehensive
High School on November 18.

“This is the most jambo-
rees that we’ve ever had,” said
MIAA Associate Director Pe-
ter Smith. “We now have about
160 schools across the state
that have a Unified basketball
team. The growth of the sport
during the past couple of years
has been awesome to watch.”

The other jamborees in
Western Mass. were held at
Holyoke High School and at

Mount  Greylock Regional
High School.
Chicopee  Comp  has

hosted the Unified Basketball
Jamboree, which is sponsored
by Special Olympics Massa-
chusetts, during the past seven
years.

“We  absolutely love
hosting this event every year
and it’s very important for
our community.” said Sean
Mackin, who’s the Athletic
Director for the Chicopee Pub-
lic Schools. “If you’re having
a bad day, you can come to a
Unified basketball game and
watching these kids will make
you feel a lot better. The best
thing is these kids are having a
lot of fun, and the score really
doesn’t matter to them”

The six high schools
that competed at Comp were
Sci-Tech, High School of
Commerce, Palmer, Monson,
Chicopee High School, and
Chicopee Comp.

It was the first time Palm-
er played in the jamboree since
their head coach, Paul Hollo-
way, passed away last summer.

Kelly Simpkiss, who had
shared the coaching duties
with Holloway during the past
six years, took over as Palmer’s
head coach this fall.

“This whole season has
been very emotional, said
Simpkiss, whose son, Hunt-
er, is a former member of the
Palmer Unified basketball

Jadiel Agosto Garcia shoots for Chicopee.

Josian Baerga angles toward the hoop.

Jonah Smith heads for the
basket.

team. “We dedicated the sea-
son to Paul, who meant ev-
erything to us. He started our
Unified basketball team seven
years ago and our track team
prior to that. We have 18 ath-
letes this year. I was worried
before the season started that
we wouldn’t have enough
players this year because Paul
made it a very enjoyable expe-
rience for the kids.”

Comp’s Shawn Weber goes
for a layup.

Palmer faced Sci-Tech
and Chicopee Comp at the
jamboree.

Each game had 12 minute
halves. It was running time un-
til the final minute of each half.

The Palmer Unified bas-
ketball players are Dominic
Storey, Makayla Camy, Ma-
rissa Robinson, Ben Robinson,
Xavian Salsbury, Alex Riopel,
Patrick Flynn, Yadiel Centeno,

Shoshana Ablavsky looks to
shoot.

Sofia Centeno, Brooklyn Pelo-
quin, Quinlan McCord, Raphel
Orellana Duran, Alexa Gould,
Austin Bickel, Noah Fredette,
and Kaleb Brown

Palmer’s first game of the
regular season was at home
against Monson.

“When we played Mon-
son in our first game of the sea-

See UNIFIED page 8

UTRLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Lori Vazquez and Olivia Warren were volleyball all-stars this year.

Local players participate
In showcase event

HOLYOKE - Last
Tuesday evening, the In-
ternational Volleyball Hall
of Fame hosted the West-
ern Mass. Girls Volleyball
showcase with a second

team game and a first team
game held at Holyoke
Community College. Oliv-
ia Warren and Lori Vazquez
represented Chicopee
Comprehensive.

Olivia Warren makes a play
during the second team game.

Olivia Warren attempts a spike.
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T-Birds score win over Utica

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield Thunderbirds (3-
10-2-1) rode a magnificent
night from their goalten-
der to a 2-0 shutout victory
over the Utica Comets (2-9-
2-1) on Friday night inside a
sold-out MassMutual Cen-
ter.

An unlikely
source got the T-Birds
onto the scoresheet just
4:04 into the period, as de-
fenseman Leo Loof made a
wise read from the defensive
zone, jumping into a rush to
create a 2-on-1 attack. With
Jakub Stancl crashing the
net from the left-wing side,
Loof used the shooting lane
available to him, snapping
a wrister over Nico Daws’
blocker, giving Springfield
the one-goal edge off setups
from Hugh McGing and Ni-
kita Alexandrov.

Georgi Romanov got
the nod in the T-Birds’ goal
crease and answered the bell

in the opening 20 minutes,
making eight stops while
his defense in front of him
limited Utica’s high-danger
chances.

T h e middle pe-
riod did not produce much
in the way of chances, but
the Comets made a strong
push in the final minutes of
the frame, and Romanov
was forced to be at his best
with a handful of saves off
redirections. The netminder
also got some fortunate luck
on one occasion as a Mike
Hardman deflection attempt
glanced off the underside of

the crossbar, but stayed out.

Springfield also killed
off one Utica power play at-
tempt in the later stages of
the second, while Utica went
2-for-2 to begin its night on
the penalty kill, including
1:16 of power play time for

the T-Birds at the start

of the third. The Comets
relentlessly pressured the
Springfield net throughout
the third, but Romanov had
answers time and time again.
Utica finished the game with
33 shots, but Romanov had
stops on every one.

Calle Rosen finally put
the game away with 1:11 to
play, taking a pass from Ro-
manov behind the net and
lobbing a shot 200 feet down
the ice and into a yawning
cage to round out the scor-
ing. The netminder’s first
shutout and win as a T-Bird
also gave Springfield its sec-
ond straight win on home
ice.

Railers grab home win over Gargoyles

WORCESTER — At the
next ECHL Board of Gover-
nors meeting, Railers COO
Mike Myers should suggest
that, to save time and aggra-
vation and wear and tear, the
league should forego the first
three periods of each hockey
game and go directly to over-
time.

If enough of those
around the table said
“aye” Worcester might be
the first ECHL team to go
undefeated.

The Railers did it again
last Sunday afternoon. An-
thony Repaci scored 90 sec-
onds into OT to give his team
a 3-2 victory over the Greens-
boro Gargoyles. Worcester
has won six games this sea-
son, three in overtime.

It is 36-32 in over-
time through the years but
a remarkable 12-3 in its
last 15 OT games. Sunday’s
fourth-period goal was the
seventh of Repaci’s career.

At the time, the shot
seemed like a waste of time.

Repaci was at the very
bottom of the offensive zone,
almost to the goal line, and
at least 10 feet from Gar-
goyles goalie (say that fast
three times, why don’t you?)
Ruslan Khazheyev (say that
fast three times, too) but fired
away, anyway.

It went through the five-
hole to earn two points for
the home team.

“I didn’t have an angle,”
Repaci said. “T knew I was

late in the shift and I could
see (Matt Stief) coming
downhill. T didn’t want to
make a pass that gets picked
off and there’s a2 on 1 going
the other way.

“So what I was trying
to do is just throw it into the
goalie’s pads and hopefully
have it pop out somewhere.”

Repaci has scored 97
goals now for the Railers so,
just doing the math, some
of them had to be overtime
goals. Seven is a high per-
centage, though.

“T’'ll take ‘em,” he said.
“I’'m thankful that coaches
trust me to go out there for
3 on 3 and put me in good
situations where there’s open
ice.”

The victory was Worces-
ter’s fifth in the last six
games, all at home. The Rail-
ers finished this eight-game
homestand, their longest of
the season, earning 10 of a
possible 16 points. That is a
.625 winning percentage, a
good mark in a league where
home ice is not a huge ad-
vantage.

Henrik Tikkanen got the
win in the Railers net. He
has won four in a row with

an 0.73 goals-against aver-
age. Worcester is 5-2-1 for
11 points in Tikkanen’s eight
starts this season.

Riley Piercey and Matt
DeMelis had the other Rail-
ers goals. Colton Leiter and
Wade Murphy scored for the
Gargoyles.

The Railers played one
of their best first periods
of the season, especially at
home, and had the lead after
20 minutes for merely the
second time this year.

They dominated the
early going and had a lot
of pressure, but not a lot of
goals. Worcester was finally
rewarded when Piercey got
his first goal of the season at
13:36 as the Railers took ad-
vantage of a turnover created
by Max Dorrington.

He controlled the puck
about 10 feet inside the blue
line and passed it to Piercey.
He put a low shot under
Khazheyev’s pads to make
it 1-0.

Leiter tied it with a pow-
er play goal at 4:32 of the
second period. DeMelis got
the lead back at 11:04, set
up by Stief. Murphy re-tied
it with a shorthanded goal at
3:53 of the third period, fin-
ishing off a 2 on 1 break.

It remained 2-2 until
Repaci figured he would just
put the puck on net and see
what happened.

What happened turned
out to be a happy ending for
the Railers.

Christmas and Holiday Sing Dec. 7

CHICOPEE — A Christ-
mas and Holiday Sing will
take place on Dec. 7, 3 p.m.
at Faith United Church, 191
Montcalm St, Chicopee.

Presented by The Fanfare
Brass Ensemble.

The 10 part group’s pro-
gram: O Come All Ye Faith-

ful, Three Ships, Three Kings,
Westminster Carol, Jingle
Bell Rock, Twelve Days of
Christmas, Away in the Man-
ger, A Christmas Cannon, Jin-
gle Bells, White Christmas,
Sleight Ride, Oh Holy Night,
Rockin’ Around the Christmas
Tree, Angels from the Realms

of Glory, All I want for Christ-
mas, O Little Town of Bethle-
hem, We Need a Little Christ-
mas, Rudolph the Red Nose
Reindeer, Stars and Stripes for
Christmas and more.

For more information -
David Neill — tbn8@aol.com
413-686-5027.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

First Central Bible Church announces
programs for children and youth

CHICOPEE - First Cen-
tral Bible Church, located at
50 Broadway Street in Chi-
copee, is now offering five
age-suitable programs from
infants through grade 12 that
are designed to help children
and youth come to know the
Bible, grow closer to God,
and build a Christian com-

munity.
Sunday Morning
Before Sunday ser-

vice, from 9:15 to 10:15
a.m., the church’s Sunday
School partners with parents
and caregivers in nurturing
children’s faith through en-
gaging lessons and activ-
ities. Classes are held for
ages two through grade 9.
Nursery care is provided for
children through age two.
For adults, a variety of stud-
ies are available during this
time.

During the service,
from 10:15 tol11:30 a.m.,
First Central offers Junior
Church for age five through
fifth grade. While adults at-
tend the service, children
experience Bible teaching at
their level through lessons,
songs, games, and projects.
The nursery is available for
children through age four.

Wednesday Evening

Wednesday  evenings
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. children
ages two through fifth grade
are invited to participate in
Awana, which combines
Scripture memorization, Bi-
ble teaching, fun activities,
and mentorship to help chil-
dren know, love, and serve
Jesus Christ. Please regis-
ter on the church website at
www firstcentral.church.

Wednesdays from 6:30
to 8 p.m., young people in

grades six through twelve
can join the church’s Youth
Group, which combines
large- and small-group dis-
cussions. Sample topics in-
clude how the world’s values
differ from God’s and the na-
ture of sin. Participants ex-
plore their viewpoints while
learning to apply Christian
principles to their lives. No
registration is required.

First Central Bible
Church, located at 50 Broad-
way Street, Chicopee, exists
to glorify God by making
and maturing disciples of
Jesus. Sunday service is held
at 10:30 a.m. All are invited
to join us in worship, prayer,
learning from the Word, glo-
rifying God, and feeling the
warmth of fellowship.

For more information,
please visit www.firstcen-
tral.church.

Holiday Craft Fair at RiverMills on Dec. 5

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Council on Agings
FRIENDS of RiverMills will
host a holiday craft fair on Fri-
day, Dec. 5 from 10 a.m.to 3
p-m. at Chicopee Council on
Aging’s RiverMills Center, lo-

cated at 5 W. Main Street.
Come on down to Riv-
erMills for the FRIENDS of
RiverMills first event holiday
craft fair! If you are a local
crafter and would like to sell
your handmade items, please

contact Leah Laflamme at
413-534-3698 ext. 105 for
more information. A space for
this event is $15 and registra-
tion for a space opens Monday,
Oct. 20. This event is open to
the public to sell and shop.

Winter safety program with Chicopee Fire

CHICOPEE - The Coun-
cil on Aging will host The
Chicopee Fire Department
for their Winter Safety Pre-
sentation on Monday, Dec. 8
at 10 a.m. at Chicopee Coun-

cil on Aging’s RiverMills
Center, 5 West Main St.

Join members of the
Chicopee Fire Department
for some tips on how to stay
safe throughout the winter

months, such as heating safe-
ty and safely using Christmas
lights.

You must register in ad-
vance at RiverMills or by
calling 534-3698.

COMP from page 7

Nickerson also coached
Henry when he played foot-
ball for the Falcons.

“I spoke with Alex, and
he was hoping that Max
would break the record to-
night,” Nickerson said. “It
was a very special night for
Max.”

Baroni, who also plays
basketball, hasn’t made his
college decision yet. He
wound up with five catches
for 68 yards against the Colts.

The record-breaking
touchdown by Baroni gave
the Falcons a 21-0 lead.

Lucarelle capped off a

15-play opening drive with a
14-yard rushing touchdown
with 4:23 left in the first
quarter. Then sophomore
Connor Walbridge made the
first of his four extra point
attempts

Lucarelle completed
12 of his 17 passes for 136
yards. He finished his high
school career with more than
5,000 yards.

“I’'m very glad that I was
able to reach the milestone.
All my hard work has paid
off,” said Lucarelle, who’s
planning to play football at
Bowdoin College. “This is
just a very special senior
class, and it has been a lot of

fun getting the opportunity to

play football with them.”

It’s the first time that
Nickerson has coached a QB
who has thrown for more
than 5,000 career yards.

“Jack is the first quar-
terback I've coached who
has thrown for more than
5,000 yards,” Nickerson said.
“He has done an outstand-
ing job during the past four
years. I'm looking forward
to watching him play college
football.”

It was also a memorable
game for Dzierwinski, who
scored three rushing touch-
downs.

“This was Aidan’s best

n

WERE ALL EARS

Questions?
Comments?
Story Ideas?

Let us know how we’re doing.

Your opinion is something
we always want to hear.

Contact chicopeeregister@turiey.com
Chicopee Register, 24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 413-283-8393

game of his high school ca-
reer,” Lucarelle said. “The
O-Line made it very easy for
us tonight.”

Dzierwinski, scored his
first touchdown of the game
on a six yard run up the mid-
dle with 8:38 remaining in
the second quarter. That scor-
ing drive took 11 plays, and it
covered 81 yards.

Dzierwinski, who rushed
for 196 yards on 19 carries,
scored on a 40 yard run in

the third quarter and on a
four-yarder at the start of the
fourth quarter. He finished his
career with more than 1,200
rushing yards.

There were interceptions
on three consecutive plays
in the middle of the second
quarter, which is something
that you don’t see very often
in a football game.

Junior Drew Lang and
freshman James Gallagher
had the Falcons interceptions,

which  were sandwiched
around an interception by
Comp junior Matt Skaza.

The Colts only touch-
down was scored by Jordan
with 13 seconds remaining in
the first half. He finished the
game with 90 rushing yards
on ten carries.

Before making the trip
home, the Falcons players
celebrated their final win of
the 2025 campaign.

UNIFIED
from page 7

son, they gave us a card and a
plant because they heard about
Mr. Holloway’s passing,” said
Simpkiss, who graduated from
Monson High School. “It was
very touching and very sweet.”

The Monson athletes are
Ryan Cote, Devin Davis, Jakob
Vanicsek, Steven Bassette, and
Khushal Badshah. Their part-
ners are Olivia Davis, Yayslin
Garcia, and Lilly Stebbins.

“I really love watching
these kids grow during the past
four years,” said Monson head
coach Adrienne Davis. “T just
want them to have a lot of fun
playing basketball.

Davis, who graduated
from Palmer High School, is
a Special Education teacher at
Monson High School.

“We love playing against
Palmer,” Davis said. “It’s al-

ways a good game whenever
we play them. Because the two
schools are so close, they’re
like family to us.”

Monson faced Comp and
High School of Commerce.

There wasn’t a match-up
between Palmer and Monson
at the jamboree. Chicopee High
School and Comp also didn’t
battle each other either.

The Chicopee High ath-
letes are Shoshana Ablovsky,
Jadiel Agosto Garci, Josian
Baerga, Kaius Campbell, Raul
Cumbo, Haziah Davilo, Tathan
Delrio, Isaiah Gonzsllez, Jan-
ayshia Lopez, Melody Rivera,
Angelna Rivera, Chris Rodri-
guez, and Deliyone Rodriguez.

“This jamboree is the best,”
said Chicopee High coach Ker-
rin Reilly. “All of my players
have learned from each other,
and they always help each other
out. 'm very proud of them.”

Chicopee High School

faced High School of Com-
merce and Sci-Tech.

The members of the
Comp unified basketball team
are Yeanner Castillo Perez,
Matthew Ruiz Torres, Natha-
nia Pena, Jonah Smith, Allie
Kibler, Jayden Jordan, Chase
Downing, Ezequial Rosario
Hernandez, Matthew Iwanicki,
Ethan Morris, Sebastian Galar-
za, Carley Hebert, and Shawn
Weber.

“I just love coaching this
team,” said Comp coach Kel-
ly Walsh, who’s also coaches
the Lady Colts varsity softball
team in the springtime. “I'm a
Special Education teacher at
the Bellamy Middle School and
I enjoy watching my athletes
mature. I always look forward
to the Unified games and I'm
going miss coaching these kids
next week.”

Comp faced both Monson
and Palmer.
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IN THE CITY

A slide showing Barry Option B3 at the Szetela Early Childhood Center site.

BARRY SCHOOL
from page 1

for example, would be in the
range of $2.5 to $3 million.

“This would be the best
option to reduce speeding
challenges, while building
and allocating enough space
for trucks to get through, re-
sulting in Granby Road shift-
ing west to alleviate space
constraints,” Wulforst said.

For the latter, which is a
signal crossing, comes with
the price tag of $1.5 to $2
million, and key differences
are a smaller footprint than
a roundabout; roadway shift
into the Szetela site to min-
imize impacts from pedes-
trian infrastructure such as
new crossings and additional
sidewalks that would be im-
plemented on the east side of
Granby Road bridged with a
new crossing.

Ward 2 Councilor Shane
Brooks, however, felt the
Granby Road Traffic Study
failed to address a few crit-
ical areas of focus.

“The area of focus needs
to be Granby Road, because
the area of impact is the
entirety of Granby Road,”
Brooks said. “So, while
Edgewood, Macek, Sunflow-
er, and Champagne are the
areas of impact identified
by the traffic study. The traf-
fic study fails to capture the
area of impact on which is
the Grattan St. corridor, and
the entirety of where the ro-
tary would be placed, and the
remainder, which is the most
difficult point of this discus-
sion, is the downhill incline

that only further exacerbates
speed on the corridor.”

Mayor John Vieau re-
sponded to Brooks’s thought
by referring to the inclusion
of the Granby Road round-
about as a ‘calming project’
and discussed that the round-
about would be beneficial
due to the 24/7 inclusion,
which will help mitigate
traffic and cause traffic to de-
crease in intensity.

“The main focus on
which the traffic study zoned
in on was peak hours but
also took into consideration
the overall impact of being
a 24/7 traffic calming proj-
ect, which is exactly what
the city of Chicopee is inter-
ested in,” Vieau said. “This
roundabout will create nat-
ural gaps that will allow for
other streets to benefit when
exiting, and the goal is now
‘let’s get you there in a time-
ly manner’ that is safe for ev-
erybody, and ultimately we
would like to see the coex-
istence of tri-mobile streets,
where we have vehicles,
bikes and pedestrians all co-
existing safely, and I hope to
get their someday but I think
we are a long way away from
that.”

Echoing similar con-
cerns was President/
Councilor-At-Large  Frank
LaFlamme, who drew ire to-
wards the Szetela site, draw-
ing potential similarities to
current traffic issues at Chi-
copee Comp and the amount
of cars stuck in the queue,
for which Vieau offered
some insight and additional
commentary.

A look at the Barry School Busing costs.

A slide showcasing the Roundabout Design.

“I will say that the
Szetela location allows up to
100 cars, which is designed
for drop off, and built to get
parents off the primary road,
which the new design will
help with the mitigation of
traffic,” Vieau said.

Ward 6 Councilor Sam-
uel Shumsky then ques-
tioned the element of redis-
tricting in an attempt to cut
busing, as it was noted that
the Szetela site will cost an
additional $318,780 in annu-
al costs, which was quickly
refuted by Superintendent
Dr. Marcus Ware, who re-
plied “No.”

“At this point, I have
made a recommendation, and
the School Committee has
not had a conversation about
redistricting, especially if we
are talking about the expense
of transportation, but moving
forward with this project; it
is a topic that needs to come

into play,” Ware said.

Shumsky then inquired
about the demolition costs
associated with taking down
the existing Barry School
at Garrity Grove, which
wouldn’t be covered by the
MSBA grant, which is cur-
rently in the ballpark range
of $2 million.

It was also revealed by
Bert Gardner of Caolo & Bi-
eniek Architects that a proj-
ect goal shared among ev-
eryone involved was to make
and ensure the new Barry
school will be a net-zero
school, meaning to power
the institution without any
costs.

“We are looking at geo-
thermal systems for your
HVAC, and we are looking
at the potential of putting PV
fields onto the building, most
likely on the roof, but the
building is being proposed as
an all-electric building, and

the goal is net-zero, so over
the life-cycle of the building,
you’re not paying to operate
the utilities,” Gardner said.

After Ward 4 Council-
or George Balakier asked
about tax implications, Vieau
shared what the taxpayer im-
pact would look like.

“Just a point of informa-
tion, realistically and conser-
vatively, we are looking at
65% to 70% reimbursement,
meaning a $100 million proj-
ect will cause a burden of a
ballpark range from $30 to
$50 million that the taxpay-
ers will be responsible for,”
Vieau said.

Vieau next mentioned
the impact of the wetland
soils at the Garrity Grove
site, which has pushed the
Commission and the city to
find the best option for the
taxpayers, adding that the
city is looking into all possi-
bilities to alleviate costs.

“I think that we are go-
ing to be aggressively look-
ing for other grants and ways
to fund to take this burden off
the taxpayers,” Vieau said.

On the topic of potential
grants, Dalessio chimed in
by offering insight into IRA
credits, which would be used
towards geothermal systems.

“Those are really con-
siderable at the end of a proj-
ect, so those credits come
back to you after the project
is complete, and right now
those are federal grants that
are still available for proj-
ects like this, and it’s advan-
tageous for us to be going
after those; they are a ton
of money, and they would
available until 2035,” Dales-
sio said. “My point of that
is that would be something
we would pursue, but if this
project fails, by starting over
again, we would probably
lose out on those credits
again.”

LaFlamme said that
the likelihood of additional
meetings will occur as a way
to be transparent, as the proj-
ect continues to be a main
focus of attention among all
parties.

“Realistically, we are
going to have additional
meetings because it’s our job
and purpose to keep the res-
idents informed of what we
know, because we’re getting
new information every day
just as much as the School
Committee does. And with
the project being a few years
away, we don’t want it to just
limbo, and not work on this,”
Laflamme said.

A slide showing the Traffic Signal Design.

A slide showing the existing crash history on Granby Road.

BREAKFAST
from page 1

handling and seeing how
thermal-imaging  cameras
worked.

“This grant also fund-
ed gear-extractor washers,
which keep all of our equip-
ment carcinogen-free. Some
of the other expensive items
are powerload stretchers
in the ambulances, which
serve as injury prevention,
back injury, shoulder injuries
and so forth and also cardi-
ac monitoring equipment,”
Stamborski said. “We’ve had
help with funding these over
the last several years and we
wanted to seek their help in
reauthorizing this so we can
continue to get these grants.”

Item three was transfer-
ring the Office of Emergency
Medical Services from the
Department of Public Health
to the Executive Office of
Public Safety. The reason for
this, Stamborski said, is how
many ambulance systems—
including Chicopee’s—are

run by the fire department,
which falls under EOPS,
which also covers law en-
forcement, emergency man-
agement, the Office of the
Medical Examiner, State 911
and Department of Fire Ser-
vices.

“So, we think it would be
more appropriately aligned
to be under that EOPS so that
we have coordination, com-
munication and consistent
operations,” Stamborski said.

Lastly, item four was
support for the Massachu-
setts Tech Rescue Bill, which
would formalize and fund the
Tech Rescue Team under the
Department of Fire Services
and the State Fire Marshal’s
Office to “improve delivery
of their services and fund-
ing.”

“Currently, some of the
things that they’re responsi-
ble for is high-angle rescue,
confined space monitoring
and rescue, building collaps-
es and so forth. The teams all
have specialized training. We
have several members from

Chicopee that are on that
team and we’re just looking
to get that one aligned as well
under EOPS,” Stamborski
said.

Stamborski  said the
event was “a big success” as
the legislators got to, physi-
cally, see everything in per-
son and in use.

‘We’re  hoping  that,
moving forward, we’ll get
the support of the reps that
were there,” Stamborski said.

Stamborki expressed
appreciation not just for the
state officials lending their
support, but also the local
support, such as Mayor John
Vieau.

‘It means a lot. It shows
that they do care and that
they took the time to come
out from their busy sched-
ules. I have the same senti-
ment toward the mayor and
his chief of staff, Mike Pise,”
Stamborski said. “We’re for-
tunate in our city, they’re ex-
tremely supportive, as well
as the City Council, for all
our equipment needs, but

if we can get some of these
state-funded grants and keep
them in place, it’s less of a
burden on the taxpayer in
our cities and towns, so it’s
significant. It means a lot to
get these grants funded and
so forth.”

Stamborski had also
joined his fellow fire chiefs
across Western Massachu-
setts and Chris Norris, the
president of the Western
Mass Fire Chiefs Associa-
tion, last month for a press
conference in Easthampton
to raise awareness and ed-
ucate on smoke alarms that
were purchased in 2015 hav-
ing reached their 10-year
mark. Also, discussions of
CO detectors for carbon
monoxide detection, as they
have varying time spans.

“So, it was an aware-
ness that they need replace-
ment, it was awareness as to
disposing of them properly,”
Stamborski said. “A lot of
Home Depots and Lowe’s
take them. But if not, they
have you check with your

local DPW for proper dis-
posal. A lot of them have
lithium-ion  batteries  in
them. So it was a big aware-
ness campaign. Main crux of
it is just, once again, public
safety and reminding people
they have a shelf life and that
the 10-year units that were
out 10 years ago, obviously
in 2025, are now due for re-
placement.”

Stamborski wants the

community to know the fire
department is hopeful about
the support for the initiatives
and hopes the state legisla-
tors can help.

“Which, ultimately, will
bring the best equipment to
the city of Chicopee, along
with the consistent support
that we always have from the
mayor and the City Coun-
cil,” Stamborski said.

Support the
local businesses
that support your
local newspaper.

Let them know you saw
their ad in the

Chicopee Register
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

DRYFIREWOOD Oak/maple, cu/split/
delivered, $300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more.
Edwin Wroblewski Logging,
413-824-0731.

Buying standing timber,
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SWIFT RIVER SUPPLY

We buy guns.
Federal and state licensed.
413-658-5690.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

2x**x*xxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

Call us at 413.283.8393

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

BUILT ’'N POWERED. Serving all your
electrical and construction needs. Fully
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10%
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229.
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

SNOWPLOWING

RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.
Wilbraham residential only Call or Text
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

HOME IMPROVEMENT

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
DIESEL MECHANIC

In charge of daily repairs & maintenance
on trucks as well as keeping equipment
records/ordering parts. Health insurance/
vacation. Mon-Fri. Come & meet with us!
RB Enterprises
Ludiow, MA

Town of Worthington
Highway Position Opening

The Town of Worthington is soliciting letters
of interest from qualified candidates to fill
two full-time Equipment Operator/General
Laborer positions in the Town Highway De-
partment.
Valid MA CDL operator, Hydraulic Hoister’s
licenses and OSHA-10 certification is pre-
ferred.
« salary rate range: $26.49 - $38.59 per
hour
Further information can be found on the
Town’s website:
www.worthington-ma.us
Questions will be answered by the Highway
Superintendent at 64 Huntington Road,
Monday - Friday, 7 AM to 3 PM; the tele-
phone number is 413-238-5830 or send
letter of interest, resume and three (3) ref-
erences with relevant contact information
to: highway @worthington-ma.us or to
Worthington Highway Department, PO
Box 643, Worthington, MA, 01098. This
posting will remain pertinent until the po-
sition is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
INVITATION TO BID
SNOW PLOWING SERVICES

The Town of Worthington Highway Depart-
ment is soliciting bids for seasonal plowing
services for the 2025-2026 winter season.
Work will include plowing backroads and
selected blacktop sections throughout the
Town of Worthington.

Minimum equipment requirements:

* 34-ton truck or larger

« 8-foot plow (minimum)

Please contact the Worthington Highway
Department for bid specifications and route
details:

Worthington Highway Department

64 Huntington Road

Worthington, MA 01098

Phone: 413-238-5830

Email: highway @worthington-ma.us
The Town of Worthington reserves the
right to accept or reject any and all bids
deemed to be in the best interest of the
Town.

-

-

(413) 687'5552/

CASH
JUN
AND REPA

CA

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

or call: 413-283-8393
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTONN

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior,
exterior painting and wallpapering.
Also minor carpentry.
413-310-5099.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, I-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

| eI
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT

SERVICES
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Subscribe Today!

Turley%

Publications, Inc,

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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PUBLIC NOTICES

CHICOPEE CITY COUNCIL
LICENSE COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The License Committee of
the Chicopee City Council will
hold a public hearing Wednes-
day, December 10, 2025 at 6:30
PM in the Auditorium, 3rd floor,
City Hall, 274 Front Street., Chi-
copee, MA 01013 to discuss the
following:

Application for a Home Oc-
cupation License at 22 Farming-
ton St. for the purpose of doing
notary public services. Appli-
cant-Karimar Vargas Ramirez,
22 Farmington St., Chicopee,
MA 01020.

The December 10, 2025 Li-
cense Committee hearing shall
be available to the public via
zoom and in person. Zoom cre-
dentials are available upon re-
quest by calling (413) 594-1435
M-F 8:30 AM - 5 PM or by email
at aczarniecki @chicopeema.gov.

The petition and materials re-
lated to this proposal are on file
in the Office of the City Council,
Chicopee City Hall, 274 Front
Street, Chicopee, MA 01013.
You may also call (413) 594-
1435 or email aczarniecki@
chicopeema.gov.

11728, 12/05/2025

CHICOPEE CITY COUNCIL
LICENSE COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The License Committee of
the Chicopee City Council will
hold a public hearing Wednes-
day, December 10, 2025 at 6:30
PM in the Auditorium, 3rd floor,
City Hall, 274 Front Street., Chi-
copee, MA 01013 to discuss the
following:

Application for a Home Occu-
pation License at 269 Chicopee
St. #1 for the purpose of doing
online car sales. The cars will
be delivered to the seaport from
auctions. Applicant - Ahmed Os-
man, 269 Chicopee St. #1, Chi-
copee, MA 01013.

The December 10, 2025 Li-
cense Committee hearing shall
be available to the public via
zoom and in person. Zoom cre-
dentials are available upon re-
quest by calling (413) 594-1435
M-F 8:30 AM - 5 PM or by email
at aczarniecki @chicopeema.gov.

The petition and materials re-
lated to this proposal are on file
in the Office of the City Council,
Chicopee City Hall, 274 Front
Street, Chicopee, MA 01013.
You may also call (413) 594-
1435 or email aczarniecki@chi-
copeema.gov.

11/28, 12/05/2025

CHICOPEE CITY COUNCIL
ZONING COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee of the
Chicopee City Council will hold
a public hearing on Thursday,
December 18, 2025 at 6:30 PM*
in the Auditorium, 3rd floor, City
Hall, 274 Front Street., Chicop-
ee, MA 01013 to discuss the
following:

Zone Change application from
Bus A to Res B for 12,400 +/-
SF of property located at 519
Chicopee St. for the purpose of
eliminating split zone and create
uniform zoning across the entire
property. Applicant — Chelyka
Diaz, 8 Thompson Ct., Enfield,
CT 06082.

The plans/application can be
viewed on the City Council web-
site https://www.chicopeema.
gov/880/Pending-Applications

The December 18, 2025 Zon-
ing Committee hearing shall be
available to the public via zoom
and in person. Zoom creden-
tials are available upon request
by calling (413) 594-1435 M-F
8:30 AM — 5 PM or by email at
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.

The petition and materials re-
lated to this proposal are on file
in the Office of the City Council,
Chicopee City Hall, 274 Front
Street, (plans and applications
are also available on the City
Council website https://www.
chicopeema.gov/880/Pend-
ing-Applications.) You may also
call (413) 594-1435 or email
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.
11/28, 12/05/2025

CHICOPEE CITY COUNCIL
ZONING COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee of
the Chicopee City Council will
hold a public hearing on Thurs-
day, December 18, 2025 at
6:30 PM* in the Auditorium,
3rd floor, City Hall, 274 Front
Street., Chicopee, MA 01013 to
discuss the following:

Special Permit application

under Chapter 275-51.1 for the
purpose of erecting a tent in front
of our building for the purpose
of greetings guests, providing
church information, and facilitat-
ing brief community connection
before and after services in order
to create a safer environment in-
side the lobby by alleviating con-
gestion of gathering congregants
located at 603 New Ludlow Rd.
Applicant — Church of the Valley,
Jason Vann, 603 New Ludlow
Rd., Chicopee, MA 01020.

The plans/application can be
viewed on the City Council web-
site https://www.chicopeema.
gov/880/Pending-Applications

The December 18, 2025 Zon-
ing Committee hearing shall be
available to the public via zoom
and in person. Zoom creden-
tials are available upon request
by calling (413) 594-1435 M-F
8:30 AM - 5 PM or by email at
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.

The petition and materials re-
lated to this proposal are on file
in the Office of the City Council,
Chicopee City Hall, 274 Front
Street, (plans and applications
are also available on the City
Council website https://www.
chicopeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.) You may also
call (413) 594-1435 or email
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.
11728, 12/05/2025

CHICOPEE CITY COUNCIL
ZONING COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee of
the Chicopee City Council will
hold a public hearing on Thurs-
day, December 18, 2025 at
6:30 PM* in the Auditorium,
3rd floor, City Hall, 274 Front
Street., Chicopee, MA 01013 to
discuss the following:

Zone Change application from
Res A to Bus A for +/- 9,780 SF
of property located at 749 James
St. for the purpose of opening
a restaurant. Applicant — Duy
Nguyen, 37 Webster St., Hudson,
NH 03051.

The plans/application can be
viewed on the City Council web-
site https://www.chicopeema.
gov/880/Pending-Applications

The December 18, 2025 Zon-
ing Committee hearing shall be
available to the public via zoom
and in person. Zoom creden-
tials are available upon request
by calling (413) 594-1435 M-F
8:30 AM - 5 PM or by email at
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.

The petition and materials re-
lated to this proposal are on file
in the Office of the City Council,
Chicopee City Hall, 274 Front
Street, (plans and applications
are also available on the City
Council website https://www.
chicopeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.) You may also
call (413) 594-1435 or email
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.
11/28, 12/05/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD25P2323EA
Estate of:

Theresa Rose Banister
Date of Death:
September 12, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Richard M.
Betterton Jr. of Granby, MA.

Richard M. Betterton Jr. of
Granby, MA has been informal-
ly appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate to serve
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

11/28/2025

THE COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS
DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION
HIGHWAY DIVISION
NOTICE OF A DESIGN
PUBLIC HEARING
Project Description:
Chicopee —

Bridge Replacement,
C-13-038, I-391 over (ST116)
Chicopee Street
Project File No. 612187

A Design Public Hearing will
be held to present the design for
the proposed Bridge Replace-
ment, C-13-038, 1-391 over
(ST116) Chicopee Street project
in Chicopee, MA.

WHERE: Chicopee Public

Library

449 Front Street

Chicopee, MA 01013

WHEN: Monday,
December 15, 2025 @ 6PM

PURPOSE: The purpose of
this hearing is to provide the
public with the opportunity to
become fully acquainted with
the Bridge Replacement, C-13-
038, 1-391 over (ST116) Chicop-
ee Street proposed project. All
views and comments submitted
in response to the hearing will be
reviewed and considered to the
maximum extent possible.

PROPOSAL: The proposed
project consists of the full re-
placement of the Vietnam Veter-
ans’ Memorial Bridge which car-
ries I-391 over Route 116, locally
known as Chicopee Street, in the
Willimansett neighborhood of
Chicopee. The existing bridge
is a concrete structure, original-
ly opened to traffic in 1979. It
provides three northbound lanes
(towards Holyoke) and three
southbound lanes (towards Chi-
copee), though the left lanes of
both directions are currently
closed to traffic. Though safe for
all users, this bridge has reached
the end of its useful lifespan and
must be replaced. MassDOT
proposes to replace the exist-
ing structure with a new bridge
which will provide three lanes in
each direction, a 75-year design
life span, and incorporate mod-
ern bridge design elements to
reduce maintenance impacts to
the Willimansett neighborhood
and the traveling public. During
demolition of the existing struc-
ture and construction of the new
bridge, some limited detours and
closures may be required to en-
sure public safety, but in general,
MassDOT will seek to maintain
traffic on both Chicopee Street
and I-391.

A secure right-of-way is nec-
essary for this project. Acqui-
sitions in fee and permanent or
temporary easements may be
required. The Commonwealth
of Massachusetts is responsible
for acquiring all needed rights
in private or public lands. Mass-
DOT’s policy concerning land
acquisitions will be presented in
the hearing.

Project inquiries, written state-
ments and other exhibits regard-
ing the proposed undertaking
may be submitted to Carrie E.
Lavallee, P.E., Chief Engineer,
via e-mail to massdotmajor
projects@dot.state.ma.us or via
US Mail to Suite 7210, 10 Park
Plaza, Boston, MA 02116, At-
tention: Major Projects, Project
File No. 612187. Statements and
exhibits intended for inclusion
in the hearing transcript must be
emailed or postmarked no later
than ten (10) business days after
the hearing is hosted.

This hearing is accessible to
people with disabilities. Mass-
DOT provides reasonable ac-
commodations and/or language
assistance free of charge upon
request (e.g interpreters in Amer-
ican Sign Language and lan-
guages other than English, live
captioning, videos, assistive lis-
tening devices and alternate ma-
terial formats), as available. For

accommodation or language
assistance, please contact Mass-
DOT’s Chief Diversity and Civil
Rights Officer by phone (857-
368-8580), TTD/TTY at (857)
266-0603, fax (857) 368-0602
or by email (MassDOT.Civil
Rights@dot.state.ma.us).  Re-
quests should be made as soon as
possible and prior to the hearing,
and for more difficult to arrange
services including sign-language,
CART or language translation or
interpretation, requests should be
made at least ten business days
before the hearing.
In case of inclement weather,
a cancellation announcement
will be posted on the internet
at  https://www.mass.gov/orgs/
highway-division/events.
JONATHAN GULLIVER
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR

CARRIE E. LAVALLEE, PE.
CHIEF ENGINEER
11/28, 12/05/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25C0322CA
In the matter of:
Dennis Anthony Coram
CITATION ON PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change
Name of Adult has been filed
by Dennis Anthony Coram of
Chicopee, MA requesting that
the court enter a Decree chang-
ing their name to:

Dennis Anthony Moore

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for
purposes of objecting to the
petition by filing an appearance
at: Hampden Probate and
Family Court before 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
12/08/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: November 10, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate
11/28/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413) 748-8600
Docket No.
HD25P2378EA
Estate of:

Sandra G.R. Dubner
Date of Death: 9/27/2025
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner David Dubner
of Windsor, CT

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

David Dubner of Windsor,
CT has been informally appoint-
ed as the Personal Representative
of the estate to serve without
surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
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and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

11/28/2025

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant to
the provisions of G.L. c. 255, sec-
tion 39A, that on November 28,
2025 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2009 Ford Fusion

VIN: 3FAHP07Z79R 144053
Samira Kon

85 Rogers St., Apt. 4A
Lowell, MA 01852

2006 Honda Accord

VIN: ITHGCM55366A149681
Delmar Mejia Soto

22 Marshall St .,Apt. 1
Springfield, MA 01109

11/14, 11/21, 11/28/2025

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on December 5,
2025 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2012 Ford F150

VIN: 1IFTFW1ET3CFA98671
Alexis Capezza

846 Plain Rd.

Hinsdale, NH 03451

2006 Toyota Avalon

VIN: 4T1BK36B56U090403
Jaron Lavar Turner

222 Burnside Ave., Apt. A2
E. Hartford, CT 06108

2004 Toyota Corolla

VIN: 2T1KY32E54C188635
Yamara Carrero Rosa

1045 Moss St.

Reading, PA 19604

2011 Mazda Cx-9

VIN: IM3TB3CV3B0328443
Tammi Flagg

11 Temple St.

Holyoke, MA 01040

2015 Nissan Sentra

VIN: 3N1AB7APOFY?244672
Richard Brown

98 Beacon Terrace
Springfield, MA 01119

2011 Chevrolet Equinox

VIN: 2GNALBECO0B 1246474
Nancy Cortez

53 Braywood Circle

Indian Orchard, MA 01151

2018 Hyundai Elantra

VIN: SNPD74LFXJH267333
Mileidy Rosado Robles

335 Hampden St.

Chicopee, MA 01013

11721, 11/28, 12/05/2025

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant to
the provisions of G.L. c. 255, sec-
tion 39A, that on December 12,
2025 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2003 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
VIN: 2GCEK19T531162203

Maria Filippone
45 Burnside Ter Rm House
Springfield, MA 01118

2013 Chevrolet Equinox

VIN: 2GNALPEK7D6122633
Marlory Davies

273 Alameda Ave.
Youngstown, OH, 44504

2016 Nissan Altima

VvIN: IN4AL3AP6GC135197
Alexis Vega

99 Phillips Ave. #99
Springfield, MA 01119

2007 Kia Spectra

VIN: KNAFE122475408723
Michelle Chor

43 Maple St.

Easthampton, MA 01027

2011 Honda Pilot

VIN: 5SENYF4H22BB058405
Belinda Pavlak

659 State St., Apt. 2D
Springfield, MA 01109
11/28, 12/05, 12/12/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P2410EA
Estate of:

Esther Helen St. Pierre
Date of Death: 11/22/2019
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Late and Lim-
ited Formal Testacy and/or
Appointment has been filed
by Arthur J. Broadhurst of
Methuen, MA requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Arthur J. Broadhurst of
Methuen, MA be appointed
as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 12/16/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: November 18, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
11/28/2025

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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DL&G TREE

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-418-4212
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED



