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Stuff-a-Limo event supports children of military families
The event took place at 
Bridal Corner on Nov. 26

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- The commu-
nity stopped by Bridal Corner on 
Memorial Drive from noon to 2 
p.m. on Nov. 26 for the seventh 
annual Stuff-a-Limo event.

Throughout the event, at-
tendees dropped off new, un-
wrapped toys in a limousine for 
distribution to military families 
and their children, enjoying free 
hot dogs and hot chocolate served 
by the Westover Galaxy Commu-
nity Council, raffle drawings and 
coffee from Goodworks Coffee 
House and cupcakes from chef 
instructor and pastry chef Steph-
anie Figueroa.

Additionally, there was 
a visit from Santa Claus and 
Christmas music.

Marissa Sczcepanek, owner 
of Bridal Corner, said this is their 
seventh year holding the event, 
sharing that her husband served 
in the Navy and raised their three 
daughters while in the Navy as 
well.

“So, we wanted to keep ev-
erything as local as possible and 
to donate back to the services 
that helped us when we were 
in. Finding out that Westover 
(Air Reserve Base) is right here 
and has the Westover Galaxy 
Community Council, it was a 
no-brainer that we wanted to 

definitely support them,” Sczce-
panek said.

Sczcepanek said “It just 
feels good to give back” at 
events like Stuff-a-Limo, adding 
“there’s so many children even in 
the military that are still in need.”

“So, if we can give, and we 
have plenty to give, we definite-

ly want to give our services and 
do as best that we can to support 
them and their families,” Sczce-
panek said.

John Beaulieu, president of 
the Westover Galaxy Commu-
nity Council, said the donations 
support the organization’s Angel 
Tree program at Military Family 

Readiness, which supports all 
branches of military service.

“So, it’ll make some Christ-
mases hopefully special for the 
young kids, and that’s what the 
Galaxy does, gives back to the 
community,” Beaulieu said.
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A group photo of all the organizers and supporters that made the 7th annual Stuff-a-Limo event possible. The event took place on Nov. 26 at 
Bridal Corner in Chicopee. 
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Elms College kicks off the holidays 
with tree lighting ceremony

City councilors 
remember their longtime 
friend, colleague

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- James K. Til-
lotson, one of the most passion-
ate, knowledgeable and 
longstanding elected 
officials in city history, 
passed away on Nov. 
18 at age 88 following 
a two-year battle with 
cancer. 

Tillotson was 
currently serving as a 
councilor-at-large and 
previously served as 
Ward 1 City Councilor, 
Ward 1 member of the 
Board of Aldermen and Ward 1 
School Committeeman. 

Tillotson’s career of pub-
lic service spanned more than a 
half-century; he taught at Lam-
bert Lavoie Elementary School 
and then Chicopee High School, 
where he was the hockey coach. 
He also taught at the High School 
of Commerce in Springfield and 
served as director of Social Stud-
ies K-12. 

Tillotson, a veteran of the 
Air National Guard who was 
sent to France during the Berlin 
Crisis, passed away peacefully at 
home in the company of his fam-
ily and is survived by his wife 
Joan, his four children and their 
families, among others. 

To commemorate Tillot-
son’s service, Mayor John Vieau 
proclaimed Nov. 24, 2023, as 
James K. Tillotson Memorial 
Day in the city of Chicopee at 
the Nov. 22 City Council meet-
ing. At the end of the meeting, 
most of Tillotson’s colleagues 
fought back tears as they remem-
bered their companion. 

“Jim was a friend when I 
got on the City Coun-
cil. Being in politics all 
my life, I still looked 
up to Jim. He helped 
me through a lot. One 
good thing is I’m glad 
I was able to stop over 
his house two weeks 
ago to speak to him 
and talk to him. He’ll 
be truly missed,” City 
Council President 
Frank Laflamme said. 

Councilor-at-Large Jerry 
Roy offered his condolences to 
the Tillotson family, and Coun-
cilor-at-Large Robert Zygarows-
ki noted that Tillotson was his 
mentor for over 20 years, dating 
back to Zygarowski’s time in the 
police department. 

“He was a real gentleman, a 
family man and a friend. In my 
opinion, he’s a legend on this 
council,” Zygarowski said. “He 
loved sports, and I’m sure he’s 
up there either roller-skating, ice 
skating or playing hockey, know-
ing Jim.”

Zygarowski recalled seeing 
Tillotson about a week before 

James K. Tillotson
Memorial Day recognized

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- Families 
gathered at Keating Quad on 
the Elms College campus on 
Nov. 27 for the college’s 14th 
annual Christmas Tree Lighting 
ceremony.

The celebration included 
reflections from Eileen Kirk, 
M.Ed., director of Campus 
Ministry, a Blessing of the 
Tree prayer led by Sr. Carol 
Allan, MAAT, special assis-
tant to the President for Mis-
sion & Charism and remarks 
from Elms College President 
Dr. Harry Dumay, who led the 
countdown to light up the tree.

Afterward, attendees en-
joyed Christmas carols sung 
by  Fred Marion, hot choco-
late, writing letters to Santa and 
Stories with Santa, with Elms 
College students reading festive 
children’s stories

The college invited stu-
dents and families from St. 
Stanislaus School, St. Joan of 
Arc School and Blessed Sacra-
ment School to attend the fes-
tivities.

Kirk said the tree lighting 
is “always a very special event 
on campus as it marks the first 
time the entire campus commu-
nity comes together to celebrate 
the beginning of the Advent and 
Christmas season.”

She told attendees this time 
of year is one of joy and won-
der, to give thanks for blessings 

and to lend a hand or embrace 
to those in need.

“Let us all remember to 
keep the spirit of Christmas 
throughout the year and may 
the tree behind us be a symbol 
to us of kindness and compas-
sion to all we encounter,” Kirk 
said.

Dumay said the tree light-
ing “was a wonderful way to 
start the Christmas season” 
with students returning from 
the Thanksgiving break to begin 
the final weeks of the semester.

Dumay was excited at the 
huge turnout.

“It’s the sense of commu-
nity, the sense of togetherness. 
There’s a lot of hard work to 
educate students and support 
students, and occasions like this 
help us to come together, to be 
together,” Dumay said.

Chrissy Bernardi, an Elms 
alum, came with her daughter, 
Emilia, who attends St. Joan of 
Arc School.

Bernardi was thankful to 
the college for providing this 
event for local families along 
with a sense of community for 

James K. 
Tillotson
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(L to R)  Elms College students Emmie Lundgren, Olivia LeBlanc and 
Samantha Warren, Santa Claus, Dr. Harry Dumay, president of Elms 
College, and Elms College student Emily Kibler smile for a group 
photo in front of the lit-up Christmas tree during the Elms College 
Christmas Tree Lighting festivities. The students, dressed as elves, 
also took part in the event by reading children’s books to kids during 
Stories with Santa. 
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IN THE CITY
Yankee Home Improvement $7,500 Holiday Sweepstakes Winner

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- Yankee Home Im-
provement visited Julia Avenue on Nov. 
24 to surprise this year’s holiday sweep-
stakes winner.

The winner was Phyllis Plouffe, who 
received $7,500 towards home improve-
ment projects or a cash fund option.

Holding a big check, balloons and 
flowers, Yankee Home’s Prize Patrol ar-
rived at Plouffe’s home around 11 a.m. 
the day after Thanksgiving under the 
guise of a final interview.

Plouffe was shocked and emotion-
al seeing the team on her doorstep an-
nouncing her as the winner, her daughter 
having answered the door first and won-
dering if the sweepstakes was a hoax.

“You don’t know how much this 
means. I don’t even know what to say,” 
Plouffe said.

Plouffe explained when Yankee 
Home, located on Justin Drive in Chi-
copee, first called her, she was under the 
impression she was among the top five 
finalists.

“I didn’t know I won because there’s 
five people, so we’ll see what happens. I 
didn’t know I won,” Plouffe said.

Plouffe shared she and her husband 
are disabled, and this will help her fam-
ily.

“This is for them,” she said. “I was 
talking with my husband. I go, ‘What 
are we going to do for Christmas?’ I 
go, ‘We’re both on disability.’ and I go, 
‘What are we going to do this year?’” 
Plouffe then said. “My dreams have been 

answered.”
Yankee Home explained the entry 

process was conducted on Facebook and 
at local events, with over 11,860 entries 
this year, adding the founder, Ger Ronan, 
is dedicated to giving back and the com-
pany has given out several prizes over the 
years.

They shared giving back during the 
holiday season through their sweepstakes 
“holds great significance” for their team.

“We take genuine pleasure in offer-
ing homeowners the opportunity to en-

hance their living spaces and witnessing 
the positive impact on those in need is 
truly rewarding to us. As this tradition 
continues to grow, we are excited about 
the prospect of even more entries in the 
coming years,” they said.

They also reflected on how their 
sweepstakes helps make a positive im-
pact on the community.

“We understand the current financial 
challenges for many and being able to 
help out with someone’s home improve-
ment plans is truly gratifying. It’s a joy 

for our team to contribute to bettering the 
lives of individuals in our community, 
reinforcing our mission to continuously 
improve the lives of our clients, our com-
munity and each other,” they said.

Yankee Home, which has been part 
of Chicopee since 2008, said, “The holi-
days are a time when the spirit of gener-
osity is magnified, and initiatives like our 
holiday sweepstakes exemplify the com-
mitment to making a positive impact.”

“Our holiday sweepstakes at Yan-
kee Home is more than a chance to win 
a prize; it symbolizes our dedication to 
being a positive force in the communi-
ty. By supporting homeowners in need 
during the holidays, we hope to inspire 
a ripple effect of goodwill, encouraging 
others to engage in acts of kindness and 
collectively create a more supportive and 
compassionate community,” they said.

Yankee Home wants the communi-
ty to know they genuinely care for the 
well-being of the residents and recognize 
the current challenges people face.

“Our mission at Yankee Home ex-
tends beyond enhancing the lives of our 
clients and customers – it also encom-
passes a commitment to the overall bet-
terment of the community and fostering 
a sense of mutual support among us,” 
they said.

The team had this message to 
Plouffe.

“Congratulations, Phyllis! You truly 
deserve this generous gift. We appreciate 
your participation in our sweepstakes and 
hope you will share with others that it’s 
not a hoax!” they said. “We are thrilled 
that the prize has gone to someone who 
can genuinely benefit from it.”

Warm up to Assisted Living
Come cozy up to the idea of assisted living!
Learn more about senior living options and 

get a taste of The Arbors lifestyle!

Monday, December 11th
4pm-6pm

929 Memorial Drive
Chicopee, MA 01020

RSVP to reserve your cup today! 
413-593-0088

kbruno@arborsassistedliving.com

At Chicopee

SUBMITTED PHOTO KIRSTEN COOK

Members of the Yankee Home Improvement Prize Patrol and Phyllis Plouffe smile for a 
group photo outside Plouffe’s house after she was announced as this year’s Yankee Home 
Improvement Holiday Sweepstakes Winner on Nov. 24.
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Chicopee library welcomes Jason Perkins

for Rock ‘n’ Roll Storytime event
By Kristin Rivers

Staff Writer
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- Families visited the li-
brary’s children’s program room on Nov. 
15 for a Rock ‘n’ Roll Storytime event 
with author Jason Perkins.

Perkins, a Chicopee resident, read 
his book “Rock Stars Don’t Nap!”, about 
an 18-month-old boy named Jimmy who 
loves to rock, refusing to fall asleep when 
his mom tries putting him down for a nap.

Afterward, families sang songs with 
drumsticks and did a create-your-own gui-
tar craft.

The book is available at Barnes & 
Noble, Target, Walmart, IndieBound and 
Amazon.

Perkins explained when his son, Oli-
ver – the inspiration for the book – was two 
months old, he didn’t like to nap. But after 
putting on a Metallica song, he fell asleep 
a minute later.

“So, the next day, I tried the same 
thing with a little Red Hot Chili Peppers. 
Same thing a minute in and he was fast 
asleep,” Perkins said. “So, I said, ‘This kid 
is a rock star and like a rock star baby. That 
would make a great story!’”

From there, Perkins started writing 
the story, with the book officially releasing 
on Nov. 14.

“It took quite a while, but it’s final-
ly here. So, I’m excited to share it with 
friends and neighbors,” Perkins said.

On visiting the library for the book 
tour, Perkins said his family comes all the 
time and takes part in summer reading and 
many other programs.

Perkins will next be at Bank Square 
Books in Mystic, CT on Dec. 2 at 1 p.m. 
and Comics ‘N More in Easthampton on 
Dec. 9 at 11 a.m.

“So, I was very excited to come here 
and share the book with them,” Perkins 

said.
Perkins stressed introducing music to 

kids, sharing his family always has music 
playing at home.

“Music’s great for kids, whether it’s 
getting them to move their bodies, wheth-
er it’s math skills, being able to keep track 
of rhythms,” Perkins said. “And it’s some-
thing they can share with their kids. Some-
thing they can bond over, like playing their 
favorite music for them.”

Perkins has two sequels planned and 
another story for submission in January.

“It’s been an amazing experience. I’ve 
gotten so much support from the commu-
nity,” Perkins said. “Everyone I’ve talked 
to is so excited about the book.”

Perkins also praised the library.
“We are so fortunate to have the li-

brary system here that we have in Chi-
copee. They do so much, not just with 

children, but adults. Anything you want to 
learn about, you can come down here and 
either they have someone, or they’ll find 
someone who can teach you,” Perkins said.

He encourages residents to read to 
their children and visit the library.

“Picture books are a great tool for 
children. In our family, we read every night 
at 20 minutes before bed, and it’s done 
wonders for both my children’s academic 
performances,” Perkins said. “The librar-
ians here are very knowledgeable. They’ll 
give you a lot of good recommendations. 
Let them know what your children are in-
terested (in), and they’ll find the books that 
are just right for you.”

Perkins shared this advice for aspiring 
authors: be careful of scams, ask questions 
and connect with organizations, includ-
ing Josh Funk Books and the Society of 
Children’s Writers and Illustrators, which 

helped Perkins learn the writing process 
and connect with literary agents and fel-
low authors.

“Do your research, take your time. It’s 
going to take a long time. You’re going to 
get rejected a lot; I was probably rejected 
close to 100 times before this book got 
published,” Perkins said. “Keep practicing 
and getting better. It’ll take a while, but 
you’ll get there.”

To learn more, visit jasonperkins-
books.com.

Youth Services Coordinator Erin Daly helps 
kids craft their own guitars during the Rock 
& Roll Storytime event at Chicopee Public 
Library. 
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Author Jason Perkins shows off his book 
“Rock Stars Don’t Nap” during the Rock 
& Roll Storytime event at Chicopee Public 
Library. 

Author Jason Perkins reads from his book “Rock Stars Don’t Nap” to his son, Oliver, and a 
family in attendance at the Rock & Roll Storytime event at Chicopee Public Library. 
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The Greenlight®️ prepaid card is issued by Community Federal Savings 
Bank, member FDIC, pursuant to license by Mastercard International.

At Country Bank, we’ve partnered with Greenlight to provide 
kids with the skills and hands-on tools (including their own 
personal debit card) to make thoughtful financial decisions. 
You’ll be able to send them money from your phone, while 
helping them navigate getting paid for chores and setting 

savings goals. Sign up today!
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CHICOPEE -- Consider supporting 
the Edward Bellamy Memorial Associ-
ation in preserving the Edward Bellamy 
House. In addition to being the home 
of the 19th-century writer Edward Bel-
lamy and a resource for people to learn 
about Bellamy and local history, it’s also 
Chicopee’s only National Historic Land-
mark. As an all-volunteer organization, 
our ability to preserve the Edward Bel-

lamy House and its historical collections 
depends on the support of our donors and 
volunteers.

Please consider volunteering your 
time or making a donation so we can con-
tinue to preserve and share this unique 
part of Chicopee’s history!

Go tohttps://edwardbellamyhouse.
org/donate/ or  https://edwardbellamy-
house.org/volunteer/

Help preserve the Edward Bellamy House
Courtesy photo

Bowe Elementary to hold Holiday Craft Fair Dec. 9
CHICOPEE – Patrick. E. Bowe 

School, located at 115 Hampden St., is 
holding a Holiday Craft Fair on Dec. 9 

at the school from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Come see all the beautiful arts and 

crafts from local artisans!
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OPINION

Letters to the Editor
Letters to the editor should be 

250 words or less in length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be published. 
We require letter writers to include his or 

her town of residence and home telephone 
number. We must authenticate authorship 

prior to publication.  We reserve the right to 
edit or withhold any submissions deemed  
to be libelous or contain  unsubstantiated 
allegations,  personal attacks, defamation 
of  character and offensive language.  All 
unknown or alleged facts and  quotations 
offered by the author need to cite credible, 

unbiased sources. 

Send letters to: The Chicopee Register, 
24  Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email  chicopeeregister@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions is 

Friday at noon.

WE CARE 
ABOUT 

YOUR NEWS!
The Chicopee Register 

welcomes submissions 
of news in or related 
to Chicopee and its 

residents. Our "People 
News," is filled with 

submitted engagement 
announcements, wed-
ding announcements, 
birth announcements, 
your new baby or news 
about your 25th or 50th 
anniversary celebrations. 
Please e-mail correspon-
dence along with a photo 

to chicopeeregister@
turley.com or send it to: 
Chicopee Register, c/o 
Turley Publications, 24 

Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.
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Song sparrow
I received an email from a Brimfield 

resident. He said he had a few song spar-
rows in his yard in late October along with 
white-throated sparrows.

The song sparrow is six inches long and 
has a whitish breast with brown streaks. A 
distinguishing mark is a black, central spot 
on its chest. The song sparrow’s crown is red-
dish brown and it has gray eyebrows. Its tail is 
long and rounded. Song sparrows feed on the 
ground eating seeds, insects and some fruit. 

This sparrow’s song is a few repeated 
notes followed by a rich and varied warble. 
Its call includes a “tsp” and “tchump.” The 
female lays three to five greenish, white eggs 
with dark marks in a cup like nest of grasses 
and occasionally leaves. She place the nest on 
the ground, in a shrub or weeds.

The male song sparrow defines his ter-
ritory by singing from prominent perches in 
about ½ to 1 ½ acres. The male chases the fe-
male away when she first arrives and reduces 
the amount of his singing. Courtship includes 
male diving at the female and her making a 
trill like call. 

Song sparrows inhabit dense shrubs at 
the edge of open areas such as fields, yards 
and streams. They inhabit this area year 
round. 

Other Brimfield birds
The Brimfield resident said he had juncos 

and one golden crown and one ruby-crowned 
kinglet. He also saw four male Eastern blue-
birds, a pair of house finches and juncos. He 
said, “The ‘best’ sighting was a male Amer-
ican kestrel. It was perched on a wire, flew 
to a tree and then down into the grass where 
it caught what looked like a mouse or vole.”

Cedar waxwings
My daughter and family saw a flock of 

cedar waxwings eating berries in Granby near 
Horse Caves.

Pond birds
The Brimfield resident did a tour of 

some ponds in Brimfield, Sturbridge and 
Warren recently. He reported lots of Cana-
da geese, but not a lot of ducks other than 
mallards. He saw two-ringed necked ducks 
in Warren and a robin eating fruit from a 
mountain ash tree.

He complied a list of birds seen Nov. 18 
in Brimfield, Sturbridge and Warren. It in-
cluded 33 mallards, 76 Canada geese, a pair 
of hooded mergansers (male and female), two 
great blue herons and two mourning doves.

Feeders
I still have not put out my suet feeder 

until I am sure the black bears are hibernat-
ing. I have lost too many suet feeders to black 
bears; they either destroy them or take off 
with them. There must be a pile of them in 
the woods somewhere.

I do put some bird seed out during the 
day, but I only put a small amount for the 
birds. I include shelled peanuts as the tuft-
ed titmice, woodpeckers and blue jays love 
them. Yes, the squirrels do as well.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

Christmas-time
questions for the
Garden Lady

A reader from Palmer wrote in with this 
holiday question for the Garden Lady: “I en-
joyed your wreath-making column last week. 
I thought it was interesting that you advised 
scouring the landscape for suitable greenery. 
Overgrown boxwood shrubs are plentiful at 
home. Can I harvest the tips for making my 
own holiday wreaths and swags?  If so, how 
do I ensure that the shrubs look good come 
spring?”

Yes, you can certainly harvest boxwood, 
especially since your plants are considered 
“overgrown.” A haircut doesn’t sound as if 
it will do much harm, even though it’s the 
off season. 

Rather than snip just the tips, however, 
insert your clippers further into the plant 
where the growth has become woody. Cut-
ting deeper in several random spots will 
make “windows” for new growth, at a re-
duced size!  

The addition of boxwoods to your 
wreaths, planter boxes and swags will offer a 
nice variation in texture to coarser greenery.  

Tabletop “trees” made almost entirely 
out of boxwood make great Christmas cen-
terpieces.  

Here is how you do it, straight from the 
archives: Cut a piece of wet floral foam into 
an elongated triangle and secure it in your 
container of choice. I prefer to use a plastic 
centerpiece base available from the florist - 
the bottom of the foam fits in perfectly. 

From your collection of boxwood or 
other greens, choose a nice, pointed piece for 
the top of the tree and place it into the foam 
an inch or so; three or four inches will be left 
sticking out the top.  If leaves or other stems 
along the branch are in the way of insertion, 
remove them first so that the smallest hole 
possible will be made in the foam.  

Now, gauge the size of the rest of your 
tree by inserting pieces of greenery at the 
halfway point as well as at the very bottom.    

After that, fill in between the top and 
middle and middle and bottom, turning the 
foam as you go, so that a multidimensional 
tree results. Once greenery completely covers 
the foam, you can decorate it any way you 
like.  

Tiny glass balls, battery-powered lights, 
dried cranberries or cinnamon sticks are just 
a few options. Don’t forget to water the tree 
at the base - the foam will absorb moisture 
and keep the greens hydrated for weeks of 
enjoyment.

Marissa, who reads the Ware River 
News, posed this timely question concerning 
flowering gifts.  “I purchased an amaryllis 
kit as a gift for my sister.  Do you have any 
tips for to make sure it grows and flowers 
well?” 

Sure! As long as the amaryllis bulb is 
dry and free of soft spots it should bloom just 
fine. Like other flowering bulbs, the amaryllis 
is a self-contained unit ready to do its thing!  

Just follow these simple planting instruc-
tions: fill the container with moistened grow-
ing medium to about one-half to two-thirds 
full. Position the bulb on top and add the rest 
of the potting soil- the upper portion and the 
neck should rest just above the rim of the pot.    

The bulb may rot if it stays too wet, so 
add water only when the soil dries out. Tem-
peratures should be kept around 60 degrees.  

Once the sprouting occurs, fertilizer can 
be added, but the amaryllis will likely bloom 
well without it. Stake heavy flower stalks as 
they form to prevent them from snapping.  
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By Ellenor Downer

Keep blooms looking their best for the 
greatest amount of time by pinching away an-
thers before they form pollen, and by housing 
the plant in a cool room of the house.  

Pet owners be forewarned, toxic alkaloids 
present in these tennis ball-sized bulbs can 
cause vomiting and diarrhea in animals who 
have consumed them. Dogs, who are more like-
ly to play with and chew objects this size, are at 
greater risk.  

Purdue University states that the stomach 
upset will likely cure itself within a few hours, 
but that special medical attention should be giv-
en to weak, old, or otherwise in-firmed dogs 
who have come in contact with amaryllis bulbs.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts. For 31 years she has held 
the position of staff horticulturist at Old Stur-
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening Ques-
tion” in the subject line.  
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IN THE CITY
Chicopee High holds Network Forwarding Event

Approximately 400 students 
interact with 50-plus vendors

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- Chicopee Public 
Schools’ College & Career Center facil-
itated a Network Forwarding Event at 
Chicopee High School on Nov. 16, allow-
ing students to practice networking, learn 
about different organizations, obtain em-
ployment applications and discover col-
lege, volunteer or military opportunities. 

Students were also introduced to the 
concepts of loans, mortgages and credit 
scores. 

“A little over 50 vendors were there 
and just under 400 students,” CPS Di-
rector of Career & Workforce Develop-
ment Kara Blanchard said. “It incorpo-
rated an understanding of professional 
networking, business networking, ed-
ucational networking and community 
networking.” 

Employers, organizations and busi-
nesses were asked to connect with stu-
dents about opportunities in their fields, 
career paths, employment or general 
resources. Both the junior and senior 
classes were able to participate; mem-
bers of each got about 48 minutes to in-
teract with vendors. 

Vendors ranged from the Polish Na-
tional Credit Union to Lorraine’s Soup 
Kitchen & Pantry. They also included 
entities such as the MassHire Spring-
field Career Center, the Carpenters Lo-
cal Union 336, the Chicopee Human 
Resources Department, the city’s public 
safety departments, the library and de-
partments from several local colleges.  

To prepare for the event, students 
created elevator pitches to introduce 
themselves. 

Blanchard and her team spent sev-
eral months preparing, reaching out to 
vendors by email and driving around to 
provide invitations. They even traveled 
to UMass Amherst to consult the Isen-
berg School of Management, which also 
prepares students ahead of networking 
events.

“Part of the idea is some of the local 
employers and local community mem-
bers would be accessible to students, 
meaning they would be in a reasonable 
driving distance for students to take ad-
vantage of. We wanted that community 
networking piece,” Blanchard said. 

By organizing the event, the Col-
lege & Career Center worked to ensure 
that students understood the resources 
in their community in addition to their 
personal goals. Prior to Nov. 16, stu-
dents received a list of all the vendors 
and were educated on what networking 

really means. 
“We actually had a roadmap to net-

working. We really wanted to empower 
students to map out their own idea of 
how they wanted to approach the event,” 
Blanchard said. 

Blanchard said she hoped that stu-
dents entered the event having mapped 
out their learning goals, giving them a 
better idea of what vendors they spoke 
with. It was key for them to arrive ready 
to go, knowing fully what the initiative 
was about. 

“Then, they had to make a goal for 
the event,” she said. “It could be finding 
a volunteer opportunity, finding part-
time work. We also had demonstrations 
they could watch… We made a pretty 
good effort to have something meaning-
ful for them.” 

Blanchard acknowledged that 98% 
of people don’t end up working in a ca-
reer that they 100% decided on during 
high school so it’s important to give 
students options and encourage them 
to have an open mind. Rather than call-
ing it a job fair or career fair, Blanchard 
hoped to capture the idea that students 
should meet people from a variety of 
paths by tabbing it as a network for-
warding event. 

“The teachers felt like it was really 
important to do because students don’t 
step outside of their comfort zone a lot, 
so we were asking a lot of them to do 
this,” she said. “Even just introducing 
yourself to someone you don’t know is 
personal growth. They felt it was im-
portant for students to understand net-
working and understand that their career 
goals and life changes.”

Blanchard was thrilled to see so 
many vendors arrive to support the 
youth. She said the event wouldn’t have 
been possible without the community 
members and organizations that took 
the time to visit the school and support 
students as they navigate networking. 

“You hope that it’s also helpful to 
them, but it really is a service to us and 
to our students, and we really appreciate 
it,” she said. 

Based on feedback, Blanchard is 
confident that the experience was a pos-
itive and encouraging one for students. 
On Dec. 5, the school will host a GEAR 
UP Day initiative like the one that oc-
curred at Chicopee Comprehensive 
High School last month, where colleges 
attend and offer on the spot scholar-
ships. The event will provide students 
with another opportunity to network. 

“Networking, at its core, really 
takes practice. You’re exchanging infor-
mation, ideas and support and learning 
how to communicate and connect with 
someone in a very short period of time,” 
Blanchard said. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF TEDY MAKUCH, CHS STUDENT AND TURLEY CORRESPONDENT

Chicopee High School held its Network Forwarding Event on Nov. 16, introducing students to a variety of community organizations and resources .
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IN THE CITY
Events and announcements

Senior center needs volunteer driver 
CHICOPEE -- The Council on Ag-

ing at the RiverMills Center is looking 
for licensed drivers who are willing to 
volunteer a few hours a week and provide 
rides to Chicopee’s older adults.   The 
City of Chicopee provides the vehicles 
that the drivers will be using, and these 
cars are fully insured and maintained by 
the city’s maintenance department.  

The COA’s Transportation Depart-
ment provides rides for any Chicopee 
resident who is 55 years old or older.   
This service is for medical, dental, legal 
and hairdresser appointments, pharma-
cy pick-ups, banking and shopping. The 
service is available Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Any licensed driver who is inter-
ested in becoming a volunteer driver 
should contact the Council on Aging 
Volunteer and Activity Coordinator at 
413-534-3698 Ext: 130 for addition-
al information or stop by the reception 
desk to pick up an application.

Hatha Yoga Classes
CHICOPEE -- The Chicopee Parks 

& Recreation Department is offering 
a Hatha yoga class. The class is being 
offered on Wednesday evenings 5:30 
– 6:30 p.m. It will run from Dec. 6 – 
Jan. 10, 2024. This class series is open 
to all levels of experience from those 
wanting to start, restart or maintain an 
ongoing yoga practice. It is designed 
to increase strength and flexibility in 
an accessible way. Focusing on pro-
viding a movement-based practice that 
can be used for stress management, 
can help boost circulation and will 
promote overall health and wellbeing.   
All classes will be held at Chicop-
ee River Mills Senior Center. Ex-
ercise Studio #17 room located on 
the 2nd floor of the building at 5 W. 
Main Street Chicopee. This Class 
is open to ages 15 years. and older. 
Instructor Caitlin Lavin  has over 
10 years of teaching Hatha Yoga 
and over 15 years experienc-
ing other various forms of yoga.  
The cost for a 6-week session is $80/
Resident $90/Non-Resident or a drop-
in fee of $15/Residents $17/Non-Res-
idents per class. Space is limited so 
register now! To register go to www.
chicopeerec.com. 

Polish Junior League of Massachusetts 
The Polish Junior League of Massa-

chusetts welcomes area college students 
of Polish heritage to apply for one of our 
annual academic scholarships. Students 
must have a permanent address in one of 
the four Western Massachusetts coun-
ties: Hampshire, Hampden, Franklin or 
Berkshire. Application forms with re-
lated information are available at www.

polishjuniorleaguema.org/applications. 
The deadline for ALL applications and 
related materials is May 1, 2024.

Elms College to hold distinguished 
lecture in culture on Dec. 7

CHICOPEE -- On Thursday, Dec. 
7,  Elms College  and the St. Augustine 
Center for Ethics, Religion, and Culture 
at Elms will hold its Distinguished Lec-
ture in Culture on the topic of spiritu-
ality and secularism at 4:30 p.m. in the 
college’s Alumnae Library Theater. 

The guest speaker, Dean Emeri-
ta Carolyn Jacobs, Ph.D., MSW, will 
examine the role spirituality plays in 
an increasingly secular society. Jacobs 
has written extensively on spirituality 
and spent 35 years on the faculty at the 
Smith College School for Social Work, 
including several as dean. 

The lecture will explore how soci-
ety can tap into the richness of the Cath-
olic intellectual tradition and the teach-
ings of Jesus of Nazareth in order to 
re-ignite our shared purpose and sense 
of community and rebuff the secularism 
in today’s culture.

“I am deeply grateful to Dr. Jacobs 
for her willingness to leverage her ex-
pertise to foster a robust conversation 
that promises to engage people of all 
spiritualties and faith traditions,” said 
Professor Peter A. DePergola II, ‘07, 
Ph.D., ThDc, MTS, HEC-C, executive 
director of the CERC, Shaughness Fam-
ily Chair for the Study of the Human-
ities and associate professor of Bioeth-
ics and Medical Humanities  at Elms. 
During her tenure at Smith, Jacobs also 
directed Smith’s certificate program in 
contemplative clinical practice.  In her 
retirement, she has served as a past and 
current member of the Elms College 
Board of Trustees.

The CERC was launched three 
years ago thanks to an anonymous nam-
ing gift and several significant contri-
butions and is one of the most visible 
manifestations of the college’s Catholic 
mission. The center aims to increase 
engagement and discourse on the most 
pressing and complex questions related 
to ethics, religion and culture in today’s 
society and to lead the regional commu-
nity in thoughtful, engaging dialogue.

In June, the CERC launched its 
own international, open-access, peer-re-
viewed journal,  Charity in Truth: A 
Journal of Ethics, Religion, and Culture, 
which publishes original research and 
scholarship at the intersection of ethics, 
religion, and culture. DePergola serves 
as the journal’s founding editor-in-chief.

The lecture is free and open to the 
public. To register for the lecture, vis-
it https://www.elms.edu/events/catho-
lic-spirituality-in-dialogue-with-secu-
lar-culture/. 

COURTESY PHOTOS

CHICOPEE – The Chicopee Police Department would like to thank everyone who came 
out on Sunday, Nov. 26 to donate to the stuff a cruiser event outside of Walmart. It was a 
huge success, and the department appreciates all your support. 

Stuff a Cruiser is a success

COURTESY PHOTO

CHICOPEE – Holiday lights are being displayed around the city, and the Chicopee Fire 
Department looks forward to showing pictures of its stations on its Facebook page. Photo 
courtesy of CFD. 

Fire department hangs
holiday lights

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508
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IN THE CITY
City Council approves motions for James Street

discussions, proposed ordinances
By Kristin Rivers

Staff Writer
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- City Council approved 
several motions on Nov. 21 for discussions 
on James Street, proposed ordinances in 
the city and more.

The first highlight was a discussion on 
the intersection of James Street and Mont-
calm Street being referred to the Public 
Works Committee, with the Engineering 
Department present for the meeting.

Ward 5 Councilor Frederick Krampits 
wondered if there was a similar order al-
ready in the Public Safety Committee, 
explaining he would speak with Ward 9 
Councilor Mary Beth Costello to learn 
more.

“I’ll have to check that,” Krampits 
said. “And then we can figure out where to 
go from there.”

The motion passed 10-0.
Next was an update on cameras on 

school bus signs.
A motion for a letter from the City 

Council with the council’s endorsement 

for this item to be sent to the State Delega-
tion representing Chicopee was presented.

Ward 8 Councilor Gary Labrie said 
the order was self-explanatory and the will 
of the board.

The motion passed 10-0.
Following this came two proposed 

ordinances for discussion in committees.
The first proposes no further busi-

ness, commercial or industrial develop-
ment on James Street from the intersec-
tion of James Street and Memorial Drive 
to the beginning of Syrek Street and any 
appurtenant street for one year beginning 
on Feb. 1, 2024, and ending on Feb. 1, 
2025.

The proposal would go to the Plan-
ning Board, Zoning Committee and Ordi-
nance Committee for a public hearing.

Ward 6 Councilor Derek Dobosz 
agreed to co-sponsor the proposal with 
Costello “because I do believe that there 
are some traffic issues on James Street.”

“I met some residents that lived in 
that area, and I think it’s worth having the 
discussion,” Dobosz said.

Dobosz also encouraged Costello to 

refile the order in January given the timing 
and the number of committees that would 
need to review the item.

“I do think that this is going to die at 
the end of the year. Maybe Planning might 
have time to vote on it, I’m not sure, but 
you’ll definitely have to refile this January 
of next year because I don’t think it will 
make it through all these committees by 
the end of the year,” Dobosz said. “I can’t 
speak for Councilor Costello, but hopeful-
ly the discussion can move to subcommit-
tee.”

The motion passed 9-1.
The next proposed ordinance con-

cerns trucks pulling up and idling on 
Carew Street, an ongoing issue outside the 
Food Bank of Western Massachusetts that 
numerous residents have voiced concerns 
about in recent months.

The proposed ordinance would go to 
the Ordinance Committee for a first read-
ing and a public hearing.

Krampits explained the motion.
“This is a follow-up from our previ-

ous meeting. This is now in the form of 
an ordinance so that it actually is enforce-

able,” Krampits said.
The motion passed 10-0.
After these was a proposed zone 

change from Garden Industrial Planned 
Unit Development Type II to Residential 
A for 43.83 acres of property at 0 Robbins 
Road and 0 Carew Street to create one 
continuous zoning district. This would 
extend the existing Residential A zoning 
district to five parcels, four of them at 0 
Robbins Road and one for 0 Carew Street, 
for the future construction of a residential 
development.

The applicant for this proposed 
change is Westmass Area Development 
Corporation.

Ward 4 Councilor George Balakier 
said this item will be taken up by the com-
mittee.

The motion passed 10-0.
The final items on the agenda were 

2024 Class 1, Class 2 and Class 3 License 
renewals and 2024 Auto Repair License, 
2024 Auto Body/Auto Repair License and 
2024 Auto Detail License renewals.

All were approved 10-0 without addi-
tional comments.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Old English letters
  5. Sculpture
 11. Showing up again
 14. Tie the knot again
 15. Washington city
 18. Stiff structures in 

invertebrates
 19. Mark over a 

vowel
 21. Explosive
 23. Popular race: __ 

500
 24. Pile up
 28. Mint
 29. Commercial
 30. A minute amount 

(Scottish)
 32. Small Eurasian 

deer
 33. Baseball stat
 35. Numbers 

cruncher
 36. Japanese masked 

drama
 39. Gasteyer and de 

Armas are two
 41. Blood group
 42. Assist in 

wrongdoing
 44. Language spoken 

in Cameroon and 
Chad

 46. Grayish-white
 47. A woolen cap of 

Scottish origin
 49. Microorganism
 52. Place under 

prohibition
 56. Calm, dependable
 58. Congressman
 60. Force
 62. As a result of this 

document
 63. One of two main 

branches of Islam
 

CLUES DOWN
  1. Make a mistake
  2. Gordon and Snider 

are two

  3. Geographical 
region of Finland

  4. Ejected saliva
  5. A way of 

performing
  6. Scotland’s longest 

river
  7. One of the six 

noble gases (abbr.)
  8. Body art
  9. Two-toed sloth
 10. Electronic 

counter-
countermeasures

 12. Foolish person 
(Brit.)

 13. Of the wind
 16. Grand home
 17. Sound
 20. English river
 22. Symbol indicating 

ownership
 25. Exclamation of 

surprise
 26. Pouch
 27. Apart from

 29. Satisfaction 
 31. The bill in a 

restaurant
 34. Sea bream
 36. Port in southern 

Japan
 37. Double-reed 

instruments
 38. Center
 40. South Dakota
 43. An orderly crowd
 45. Indicates position
 48. __-pedi
 50. Nonsense (slang)
 51. Republic of 

Ireland
 53. Nocturnal flyers
 54. American state
 55. Clusters in fern 

fronds
 57. Patriotic women
 58. A person’s brother 

or sister
 59. Breed of sheep
 61. Popular film 

“Despicable __”

Springfield Symphony Orchestra

Jolly
Holiday
DECEMBER 9 • 4:00 PM

 William Waldrop Conductor
 Springfield Symphony Chorus Nikki Stoia, Director
 Michael Lynche Vocalist 
 Elise Barber Cantor

 springfieldsymphony.org | (413) 733-2291

Season Sponsor Concert Sponsor Support from

announcements
birthbirth

This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and signifi cant anniversary announcements free of charge.
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information.

www.turley.com
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IN THE CITY

Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2023. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 18-22, 2023.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 6, 2023

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Marcus KosnickiMarcus Kosnicki
June 5,2022

Parents:  Jonathan & Marcie Kosnicki 
Grandparents:  Marc Davignon & Lisa Dube, Chicopee

 John & Pamella Kosnicki, Palmer

Chicopee welcomes Match US Collection Boutique,
a beacon of empowerment and style

CHICOPEE -- Chicopee is de-
lighted to announce the grand opening 
of Match US Collection Boutique, a 
unique and empowering addition to our 
vibrant city. Located at 665 Prospect 
St., this boutique promises to be a hub 
of fashion and empowerment for the 
community.

The grand opening and ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony for Match US Collection 
Boutique will take place on Dec. 2 at 
Noon, marking a momentous occasion 

for both the boutique and the city of 
Chicopee.

Myriam Vega, the CEO of Match US 
Collection Boutique, is a true local suc-
cess story. Born and raised in Massachu-
setts, she graduated from Chicopee High 
School in 2008. Vega furthered her edu-
cation by pursuing Business Management 
and recently graduated from Westfield 
State University in May.

Vega’s background is as diverse as it 
is inspiring. For the past seven years, she 

has been a union laborer for Local 999, 
working in construction. Now, she is re-
directing her focus towards expanding 
her boutique and growing her business in 
Chicopee. 

Vega’s boutique is more than just a 
fashion destination. It is a platform for 
empowerment, self-confidence, and com-
munity upliftment. She is committed to 
creating a space where women not only 
discover the latest fashion trends but also 
find a supportive environment that fosters 

self-assurance. Vega believes that confi-
dence is an essential accessory for every 
woman and aims to instill this belief in 
her clientele. 

The grand opening of Match US Col-
lection Boutique on Dec. 2 promises to be 
a momentous occasion for Chicopee. Join 
us in celebrating this inspiring journey, as 
Myriam Vega, a dedicated business owner 
and devoted mother, embarks on a mis-
sion to make Chicopee even more vibrant 
and empowered.

Beaulieu was moved by the turnout 
and seeing the limo fill up with many toys.

“You can’t lose faith in people, okay? 
People are good people. They will do 
what they need to do to rally around their 
military,” Beaulieu said. “It just gives me 
a warm spot in my heart to see what the 
community is capable of when they can put 
some differences aside and come together 
for a common good of our brother and sis-
ter airmen or service person that’s out there 
that may not be home this Christmas.”

Justine Therese donated a toy at the 
event and a raffle prize of hair products as 
she works as a hairstylist, sharing she was 
having a great time and came to support 
Sczcepanek.

“I just think it’s good to see people 
coming out for the event. It kind of makes 
your heart smile a little bit that everyone 
cares and that everyone wants to support 
them and their cause,” Therese said.

Therese appreciated how the event 
gives back.

“I feel like it goes without saying: ev-
eryone just needs help sometimes. It’s nice 
for communities to rally together,” Therese 
said.

Beaulieu wants the community to 
know that the organization is here to sup-
port the military and their families with 
what they need during difficult times, 
thanking everyone for their support at the 
event.

“They’re doing what they 
signed up to do. They’re doing 
what they love to do, so let’s just 
show the love out to them and 
your local businesses and your 
neighbor. It is that time of year,” 
Beaulieu said.

Sczcepanek had this message 
for the community as she reflected 
on Stuff-a-Limo.

“Don’t forget about the mil-
itary. They’re still just as import-
ant,” Sczcepanek said. “Look out 
for your family and definitely be 
there for your family and hug 
your loved ones. Make sure you 
reach out to those loved ones you 
might not have spoken to in a 
while.”

(L to R) Sparky, the Chicopee Fire Department mascot, Miss East Longmeadow Teen 
Maddie Mathias, Santa Claus and Miss Hampden County Teen Laila Hosnander smile for 
a group photo alongside donated toys during the Stuff-a-Limo event at Bridal Corner in 
Chicopee.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Rich Marion, Roger Korell, Bob Houldson, Santa Claus, Connie Brown and Rodney Furr 
pose for a group photo at the Westover Galaxy Community Council canopy during the 
Stuff-a-Limo- event at Bridal Corner in Chicopee on Nov. 26. 

An interior shot of the toys collected during 
the Stuff-a-Limo event at Bridal Corner in 
Chicopee on Nov. 26. 

2023 Chicopee Colleen Court Member Ha-
ley Prive helps place toys in the limousine 
during the Stuff-a-Limo event at Bridal 
Corner in Chicopee. 

STUFF-A-LIMO  from page 1

Miss Hampden County Teen Laila Hosnander and 
Miss East Longmeadow Teen Maddie Mathias give 
out raffle tickets to attendees during the Stuff-a-Li-
mo event at Bridal Corner in Chicopee.
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Colts win ‘Sword’ for sixth straight year

Chicopee players 
make all-star teams

SPRINGFIELD – Last Monday evening at 
Pope Francis High School, the Senior All-Star 
Games were held. Two games took place, with 
Class C and D playing in one game and Class 
A and B playing in another. The games featured 
the best senior players from all Western Mass. 
High School girls soccer programs.

Danica Dorozynski tries to overcome an opponent as she represents Chicopee Compre-
hensive in the game.

Avery Placzek heads up the field in the 
all-star game.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Danica Dorozynski dribbles up the field.

CHICOPEE – The Chicopee Comprehensive 
High School football team picked up its sixth straight 
win on Thanksgiving, winning the city’s “Sword” 
Game over rival Chicopee High School. Comp, de-
spite having a rough season, shut out the Pacers 38-0. 
Calvin Kagan had a big game with four touchdowns 
and led the attack on offense. The Pacers had a couple 
of chances, but were not able to get into end zone.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Mayor John Vieau presents the Sword to the captains of Chicopee Comp football.
Hector Adorno heads toward the 
sideline on a carry.

Calvin Kagan takes on a long rush.
Josiah Feliz jukes before heading up 
the middle.

Cyair Charles attempts to make a tackle for the Pacers.

Jacob Lozado takes off down the 
sideline.Jacob Lozado takes off down the sideline.

Hayden 
Courchesne 
kicks an 
extra point. Colin Chechile completes a tackle for 

the Colts. Kayden Cormier makes a big block on the line.
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS ........................

lb

USDA INSP. 
NOT YOUR AVERAGE PORK CHOP
CHULETA KAN KAN ..............

USDA INSP. 

$119
lb

SALE DATES: 11/30/23-12/6/23

$399

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH AMERICAN
LAMB LEG CHOPS ..............$599

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF SHORT RIBS ....................
USDA INSP. BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ......

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN IQF

PARTY CUT CHICKEN 5 LB BAG ...

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 16/20 COUNT

RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG .................. ea

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKIN ON

SALMON PORTION ....................

$145
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
GENOA SALAMI .................$599

lb $1599
BEEF TOP ROUND 
ROAST or STEAKS

ea

FRESH BONE-IN
PORTERHOUSE or 
TBONE STEAKS

$899

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$345

$699

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ............
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BBQ MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS .........

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST ..............
$299

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$379
lb

$777
lb

$444
lb

$799
lb

Installs • Change Outs
Duct Work • Mini Splits • Repair Service

Residential & Commercial

413-335-7530

All Air HVACAll Air HVAC
❄

Team effort results in big shutout of Utica
SPRINGFIELD – The Spring-

field Thunderbirds (10-8-1-0) put 
together a total team effort and 
dominated the Utica Comets (6-6-
3-0) in a 7-0 shutout win inside the 
MassMutual Center on Saturday 
night in the team’s Hockey Fights 
Cancer game.

Vadim Zherenko got the start 
in the net for the T-Birds and had 
a perfect performance, stopping all 
33 saves he faced on the night for 
his first career AHL shutout. In the 
opposite crease, Utica goaltender 
Isaac Poulter surrendered seven 
goals on 29 T-Birds shots in the 
loss. 

It was a special night for the 
Bitten family, as the team donned 
lavender jerseys for the game to 
support Will and Sam Bitten and 
the Bitsy’s Army cause. Bitsy’s 
Army was created by the brothers 
to raise awareness for those bat-
tling cancer and to honor their late 
cousin Martin Piche. Piche tragi-
cally passed away from brain can-
cer back in 2021.

Springfield had several prime 
scoring opportunities in the open-
ing minutes. Nathan Walker saw 
linemate Adam Gaudette sneak 
behind the Utica defense on the 
left side, threading the team’s top 
scorer a perfect breakaway pass. 
Unfortunately, Gaudette’s shot was 
stopped by the left pad of Poulter.

The work of the Springfield 
penalty killers got their team on 
the board first. While creating pres-
sure in Utica’s zone, Walker found 
Matthew Peca for a one-timer in 
the high slot after stripping a Utica 

skater of the puck in the left-wing 
corner. The captain fired home a 
perfect one-timer for a shorthand-
ed goal, his fifth goal of the year, 
which gave the T-Birds a 1-0 lead at 
13:16. The score would remain 1-0 
as the teams entered their dressing 
rooms for the first intermission. 

Exactly halfway through the 
second period, the T-Birds struck 
once again. Defenseman Matthew 
Kessel controlled the puck at the 
blue line before firing a low shot 
toward Poulter. Although Poulter 
made the initial stop, MacKenzie 
MacEachern was there to backhand 
the rebound home for his fourth 
goal of the season to make it 2-0 
Springfield. The scoring did not 
stop after MacEachern’s goal. On 
a power play, Will Bitten snapped a 
shot on goal from the hash marks. 
Poulter made the initial stop, but 
T-Birds forward Mikhail Abramov 
was there to clean up the rebound 
with a snapper from the left side. 
Abramov’s goal made it 3-0 with 
6:32 to go in the period. 

As the period drew to a close, 
defenseman Dylan Coghlan was 
taken down from behind by Com-
ets forward Kyle Criscuolo. In re-
sponse, Wyatt Kalynuk stood up 
for his teammate and engaged in 
a fight with Criscuolo. Kalynuk’s 
fight fired up his teammates and the 
crowd, but there would be mayhem 
that would follow. After a scrum 
ensued with multiple players going 
at it, Gaudette and Utica defense-
man Cal Foote were given fighting 
majors with just 13 seconds left in 
the period. The T-Birds held on to 

the 3-0 lead, setting the stage for a 
third period out of the movies.

The T-Birds added to their 
3-0 lead in the third, as Zach 
Dean ripped a shot home for his 
first professional goal of his ca-
reer to make it 4-0 at 4:09 off a 
2-on-1 rush. The scoring party 
would continue after Dean’s goal, 
as Bolduc capitalized for Spring-
field’s second power play mark-
er of the night at 9:54, beating 
Poulter on the stick side with a 
perfectly placed wrister.

It was a poetic night for the 
Bitten family. With 7:02 to go in 
the game, Will took the puck and 
raced up ice before dancing around 
a Utica defender to go in alone on 
Poulter. Bitten faked a slapper be-
fore slipping a five-hole shot into 
the twine before pointing skyward 
in celebration. The poetic script got 
better just a few minutes later when 
Will tipped in a  Coghlan shot for 
his second of the night. Sam also 
recorded a milestone on his broth-
er’s second tally, as he notched his 
first AHL point on the secondary 
assist. 

After having just three points 
in his first 14 games of the season, 
Will tallied two goals and two as-
sists on this night alone. It was one 
of five multi-point performances 
by Springfield skaters on the eve-
ning.

The T-Birds return home next 
Friday, December 1 for anoth-
er Deuces Wild Friday to take on 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton. Puck drop 
is set for 7:05 p.m. at the Thunder-
dome.

Papermen to join Union Hockey League
HOLYOKE –Brian Pratt, pres-

ident of the Holyoke Papermen 
Hockey Club, recently announced 
his team’s participation in the new-
ly-formed Union Hockey League. 
The UHL consists of 16 teams in 
the northeast and Midwest and is 
a senior level semi professional 
league. Pratt said the Papermen are 
putting together their roster at this 
point. 

‘We have 14 skaters and two 
goalies signed, looking to add 
about 8 more players,” Pratt said. 
“We have four preseason games in 
December and 20 regular season 
games starting Jan 5.”

The schedule for the league has 
not been released yet and Pratt did 
not say where the Papermen would 
be playing their home games. Clos-
est to Holyoke are Fitzpatrick Rink, 

state-run facility right in Holyoke 
next to Holyoke High School’s 
Roberts Sports Complex, and near-
by is Olympia Ice Center in West 
Springfield. More information will 
be forthcoming about the team 
and the new league as the Paper-
men prepare to participate in the 
new league. For more information, 
go to: https://www.unionhockey-
league.com/.

UMass hosting Pioneer Valley Tip-Off
AMHERST – The Pioneer Val-

ley Tip-Off is a student-run high 
school basketball showcase featur-
ing some of the best talent in Cen-
tral and Western Massachusetts. 
The PVTO was started in 2011 by 
Scott Moses and Pat Salle, both 
students at the University of Mas-

sachusetts-Amherst and it contin-
ues to be entirely student-run by the 
McCormack Student Leaders Club 
today. The PVTO is held each De-
cember on the University of Mas-
sachusetts Amherst campus, where 
we strive to create a professional 
environment for fans and players 

alike. This year’s event will be held 
on Dec. 9 and 10 and will feature 
teams from throughout the region.

 A schedule is online at www.
pioneervalleytip-off.com. 

All games will be held at the 
Mullins Center on the UMass-Am-
herst campus.

Questions? 
Comments? 
Story Ideas?

Let us know how we’re doing.
Your opinion is something 
we always want to hear. 

Contact chicopeeregister@turley.com
Chicopee Register, 24 Water St., Palmer • 413-283-8393

WE’RE ALL EARSWE’RE ALL EARSWE’RE ALL EARS

Railers sweep
Thunder

GLENS FALLS, NY  – The  Worcester Railers 
HC (7-6-2-1, 17pts) took down the Adirondack Thun-
der (7-4-2-0, 16pts) on Saturday night by the final score 
of 4-2 in front of a crowd of 4,297 at Cool Insuring 
Arena. The Railers are back at home against the Kan-
sas City Mavericks this Wednesday, November 29th at 
10:05 a.m. ET. 

Neither team scored in the first period as Tristan 
Lennox was excellent in net for Worcester in the first. 
He made 15 saves on 15 shots to open the game. Scor-
ing opened in the second as Worcester’s Anthony Callin 
(1-0-1) put Worcester ahead 1-0. Adirondack responded 
with two straight goals from Travis Broughman (1-0-1) 
and Yushiroh Hirano (1-0-1) to give the Thunder the 2-1 
lead heading into the third. Worcester scored three un-
answered in the third from Ashton Calder (1-0-1), Jake 
Pivonka (1-1-2), and Zach White (1-0-1) to seal the win 
and the weekend sweep, 4-2.  

Both goalies were solid in the first period for 
Worcester and Adirondack as Tristan Lennox turned 
away 15 shots for the Railers, while Jeremy Brodeur 
made 7 saves for the Thunder. Two of Lennox’s saves 
came in the dying seconds of the first as the Thunder 
headed down ice on an odd-man rush. Lennox sprawled 
across the ice and denied Trvis Broughman with an out-
stretched right leg to keep the game level going into the 
second. 

Anthony Callin (4th) unleashed a perfect wrist 
shot from atop the right circle on a spinning feed from 
Todd Goehring to give the Railers the first goal of the 
game. Both Callin and Goehring now have points in 
four straight games. The Thunder struck back with two 
straight goals to wrap up the second. Travis Broughman 
(2nd) picked up a Grant Jozefek rebound and deked 
around Lennox to tie the game 1-1. Four minutes later, 
Yushiroh Hirano (6th) scored on the power play in his 
third straight game, putting the Thunder ahead 2-1 go-
ing into the third.  

Ashton Calder (8th) extended his team lead in goals 
thanks to a great forecheck from Worcester. Keeghan 
Howdeshell and Jake Pivonka forced the Thunder de-
fense to turn over the puck. As Howdeshell found it 
beneath the goal line, he passed it to Calder in front 
who beat Brodeur five-hole to tie the game 2-2. Jake 
Pivonka (7th) found the puck alone in the slot about a 
minute later and beat Brodeur clean glove side to make 
it a 3-2 Railers lead. Zach White would finish things off 
with an empty-net goal with just 6.9 seconds left to give 
Worcester the 4-2 win, picking up all four points this 
weekend and sweeping the Thunder in Glens Falls. 

Follow Turley Sports
on Instagram

Turley Publications sports department has re-
cently joined Instagram. You can find our account 
by searching “turleysports.” We will regularly fea-
ture samples of photos that you will see in our pub-
lications on a weekly basis. Please follow and share 
with your friends and loved ones. We will be fea-
turing photos from all 11 of our sports sections, but 
as always, you can see all the photos that appear by 
subscribing to your local paper or picking up a copy 
in your community.
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everyone who attended.
“It gives you hope. It 

gives you hope, and it gives 
kids something to look for-
ward to and set goals upon 
too,” Bernardi said.

Bernardi encouraged res-
idents, especially families, to 
come to events like the tree 
lighting.

“Keep an eye out for 
free events like this because 
they’re always happening and 
all you have to do is a little 
bit of research to find a really 
nice evening for your family,” 
Bernardi said.

Pamela Cote-Hammar-
lof, a new faculty member 
at Elms for the Biology De-
partment, came with her son, 
Leonardo, who was excited to 
meet Santa and enjoyed Stories 
with Santa.

Cote-Hammarlof loves events like 
this because they’re in calm, relaxed 
environments and feature a little bit of 
excitement to bring the community to-
gether.

“I think it’s great because it really 
allows us to get to know more of the 
community at Elms, the students, as 
well as the families of the faculty mem-
bers and staff here, and we get to engage 
and have a nice time and get together,” 
Cote-Hammarlof said.

Cote-Hammarlof added “It means a 
lot” that Elms provides events like this for 
the community.

“I think it really shows how much 
Elms is doing not only for the students 
but everybody here and so it’s a real com-
munity and we get to interact with one 
another and be a part of the Elms commu-
nity,” Cote-Hammarlof said.

Dumay encourages residents to 
check out the tree with their families and 
take pictures. He hopes they know the col-
lege is here and loves being part of Chi-
copee.

“Know that we are part of, and we are 
proud members of, the Chicopee commu-
nity,” Dumay said.

TREE LIGHTING from page 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS 

Fred Marion sings a Christmas Carol during the Elms 
College Tree Lighting Ceremony on Nov. 27.

An evening shot of the Elms College Christmas tree alight during the Elms College Tree 
Lighting festivities. 

Chrissy Bernardi and her daughter, Emilia, 
smile for a photo by Santa’s mailbox 
during the Elms College Christmas Tree 
Lighting festivities. Emilia wrote and 
dropped off a letter to Santa asking him 
what she wants for Christmas

his passing. He looks back fondly on vis-
iting Tillotson at his home to share news 
clippings. 

“I used to bring him the Chicopee 
Register, and one of his good friends Chet 
Szetela was on the front page, and he re-
ally enjoyed getting it,” Zygarowski said. 

Ward 1 Councilor Joel McAu-
liffe brought a photo of Tillotson to the 
meeting and placed it at Tillotson’s seat. 
McAuliffe joked that there was nothing 
he could say about Tillotson that Tillot-
son never said himself. 

“A legendary figure in Chicopee his-
tory; it’s a tremendous loss,” McAuliffe 
said. “The amount of institutional knowl-
edge that this board loses as a result of 
losing Jim is really tremendous. Just a 
really phenomenal guy. I loved debating 
with him, and we both had conversations 
that he enjoyed, the debates as well. Just 
a breath of knowledge that is irreplace-
able.”

McAuliffe had many memorable 
back-and-forth discussions with Tillotson 
during meetings. He shared his favorite 
memory of Tillotson, which occurred 
about a decade ago when Tillotson skated 
against ‘then-Mayor Richard Kos Mayor 
Richard Kos at Ike Alpert Park in a pick-
up hockey game. 

“You may or may not be surprised to 
know that Jim was pretty nimble even in 
his upper 70s skating to the last second 
that he could,” he said. 

Ward 2 Councilor Shane Brooks said 
it was a hard time for many of the coun-
cilors who had known Tillotson for de-
cades. Brooks met Tillotson back in 1996 
when he first took elective office. 

“After one of our first meetings, 

Clerk (Keith) Rattell pulled me aside and 
said, ‘Make sure you listen to Tilly.’ And 
that kind of stuck,” Brooks said. 

Brooks noted that during his first 
term on the Board of Aldermen, Tillot-
son called him almost daily to check in. 
Brooks hopes the Tillotson family takes 
solace knowing the positive impact he 
had on so many people. 

“To the community of Chicopee, 
we’re at a loss today,” Brooks said. “It 
will be a loss that’s probably felt for years 
to come. The legacy is immeasurable 
in comparison to anybody who’s ever 
worked for the city before. I don’t think 
you’d get any argument about that.”

Ward 3 Councilor Delmarina López 
was not in attendance, but Ward 4 Coun-
cilor George Balakier noted how much he 
learned from Tillotson during their shared 
time on the council.

“Mr. Tillotson was a wealth of 
knowledge; I used to say to him, ‘You’re 
a walking encyclopedia.’ He would 
chuckle. He was always helpful with ed-
ucating and providing fellow councilors 
with advice and knowledge for the city,” 
Balakier said. 

Ward 5 Councilor Frederick T. 
Krampits recalled that Tillotson cared for 
this father, Frederick R. Krampits, during 
hospice two decades ago. Tillotson and 
the senior Krampits served on the coun-
cil together, and Tillotson encouraged the 
younger Krampits to fill the position left 
open by the death of his father.

“He was always there as a guiding 
force to help me along,” Frederick T. 
Krampits said. “Sometimes, we had pret-
ty knockout discussions, and people got 
heated, but afterwards he was always, 
‘Okay, the meeting’s over with, the argu-
ment is over with.’ He was always a true 

gentleman, and you could have a friendly 
conversation with him afterwards.”

Ward 6 Councilor Derek Dobosz 
said no one knew the city ordinances as 
well as Tillotson, who he would call from 
time to time to ask for advice. The eldest 
councilor was always available, even if 
the two were on opposite sides of an is-
sue. 

“He’d still be willing to hear me out 
and would give me advice not just on 
issues but on how to debate and how to 
speak and things like that,” Dobosz said. 
“He must have been the longest serving 
elected official in this city’s history, and 
it’s a huge loss to the city.” 

Ward 7 Councilor William 
Courchesne was not in attendance last 
Tuesday, but Ward 8 Councilor Gary 
Labrie described Tillotson as a mentor for 
over a decade. 

“We always stayed very close,” 
Labrie said. “He was a wealth of knowl-
edge that had no boundaries when it came 

to government. Anything you could ask 
him; he knew it and he had an answer for 
you. He’s going to be truly missed.” 

Ward 9 Councilor Mary Beth Costel-
lo was present but under the weather on 
Nov. 21 and will speak at the next meet-
ing. 

Rattell, who served on the council 
with Tillotson dating back to its time as 
the Board of Aldermen, spoke during the 
meeting, which he acknowledged is a 
rare occasion. After entering City Hall at 
age 22, Rattell worked with Tillotson for 
more than 30 years.

“I was always honored to consid-
er him a friend and be able to call him 
whenever I needed him. As I’m sitting 
here listening to everybody, I just wrote 
down three words: knowledgeable, caring 
and hard-working,” Rattell said. 

Rattell said Tillotson knew every-
thing about the city, its rules and its or-
dinances and that if he didn’t know, he 
would find out. He said he cared about 
the city and the people he worked with 
and that Tillotson put in the work himself. 

“There’s no way you could get done 
what Jim got done without putting in the 
work. He knew his figures, his facts. He 
knew the numbers, he asked the tough 
questions, stood up to mayors and, at 
times, he wasn’t treated respectfully by 
mayors I thought, but he stood his ground 
and was always honorable and respect-
ful. The city loses today. We lose Jim.” 

Editor’s Note: Councilor Tillotson 
was always available for a phone call, 
regardless of what the discussion was. 
He always made himself available to the 
public, who he dedicated his life to serv-
ing. Tillotson was one of the city’s great 
resources, and he will be missed by many, 
including this paper. 

TILLOTSON from page 1

TURLEY PHOTO BY DALTON ZBIERSKI

Councilor-at-Large James Tillotson, 
pictured here on March 2, 2021, during 
the opening of the refurbished City Hall 
Auditorium.  



Page 12   ❙ December 1, 2023 Chicopee Register

The Western Massachusetts Natural Gas Reliability Project 

will provide system reliability to approximately 58,000 existing 

natural gas customers in the Greater Springfield area. This project 

includes constructing a new point-of-delivery (POD) station in 

Longmeadow and installing, upgrading, and operating a steel 

main between this new POD station and the company’s Bliss Street 

Regulator Station in Springfield.

Please come to our Open House on December 5th, where you’ll 

learn what this project will mean for the Greater Springfield area. 

Project team members will be available to provide information and 

answer your questions.

Visit eversource.com/wma-gas-reliability to learn more about 

the proposed project and see details about the Open House.

Questions?
For more information, please email Eversource at 

ProjectInfo@eversource.com or call 800-793-2202. You 

can also keep up to date on the project by visiting our website at 

eversource.com/wma-gas-reliability, or by scanning the 

QR code below with your smart device.

Si necesita que le traduzcan esta notificación, envíenos un correo electrónico a 
Projectinfo@eversource.com y escriba “Gas Reliability Project” en el asunto.

Learn about a proposed 
 natural gas system upgrade 
 in your area.

SENIORS
Holiday Stress Management Workshop provides tips on managing stress
The workshop took place at 
RiverMills Center

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- Seniors visited the 
RiverMills Center on Nov. 28 for a Holi-
day Stress Management Workshop.

The workshop, led by Jeffrey Wyda, 
RN, HN-BC, H.S.M.I, board-certified 
holistic registered nurse, provided tips on 
managing stress during the holiday season.

During the workshop, Wyda provid-
ed information on some of the causes be-
hind holiday stress, including loneliness, 
sense of loss/grief, gift affordability, too 
much pressure, responsibility and obliga-
tion, health concerns and more.

From there, he shared ways for se-
niors to address stress through breathing 
exercises, setting healthy boundaries, 
self-care, honoring and processing grief, 
journaling and asking for help.

Additionally, Wyda led attendees in 
deep breathing and sound healing exer-
cises.

Wyda, who has been a nurse for 25 
years, works at Baystate Medical Center 
with nurses and in different community 
centers in the area. He got into this work 
after a catastrophic injury in his lower 
back.

During the healing process, he iden-
tified his biggest challenge was stress 
and wanted to help other people conquer 
their health and wellness struggles.

“This is my life’s passion, my life’s 
work, so I feel blessed to be able to just 
have a room full of people that are so 
open-minded and just interested in what 
I have taught,” Wyda said.

Wyda hopes attendees walked away 
with strategies to manage stress, know-
ing they’re not alone and someone cares 
about them.

“My hope is that everybody would 
walk away today with at least one thing 
that they would go home and be turned 
on and be interested in maybe go re-
search further and maybe use that one 
tool and practice it and become a little 
more in control of their own health and 
wellness, so that’s really my intention,” 
Wyda said.

When asked why it’s important to 
bring these workshops to seniors, Wyda 
shared he’s also worked with seniors at 
long-term care facilities and observed 
how the places were not thoughtful, de-
grading and had low-quality living.

“I see local senior centers as mod-
els for what I have envisioned for years 
and just bringing love and that compas-

sion into the senior centers and not just 
filling space with empty activities but 
being thoughtful and mindful of the ho-
listic paradigm,” Wyda said. “It’s really 
important to see activities.”

On the breathing exercises, Wyda 
wants people “to take an opportunity to 
pause” and understand the importance of 
breathing.

“If we control it through exercise 
and commitment and over a long period 
of time, we will gain control of more and 
more every day. There’s a residual effect 
to these practices,” Wyda said. “I just 
really wanted the seniors to stop, pause 
and realize the importance of something 
so simple without seeming degrading.”

Wyda said the feedback and engage-
ment from attendees fulfills his work the 
most.

“I get a different story from every-
body. One woman recently told me, ‘My 

husband passed a few weeks ago. He 
was here with me the whole time. Thank 
you.’ I’ve had people telling me that, 
like, ‘I haven’t felt grounded in years, 
and this is my breakthrough. You know, 
this sound? I never knew,’” Wyda said. 
“It’s so rewarding to hear the feedback 
from people and what they received from 
it, but also the gratitude that naturally 
comes from it and fills my heart.”

Wyda’s number one tip for holiday 
stress management is this.

“Find what brings you joy and do 
it often,” he said. “We often learn from 
that, including myself.”

Wyda wants the community to know 
he’s “trying to bring loving care and put-
ting it into action one heart at a time,” 
and there are resources available.

“We’re not alone, especially during 
the holidays, even when it feels so,” 
Wyda said.

Jeffrey Wyda, RN, HN-BC, H.S.M.I, board-certified holistic registered nurse, 
demonstrates a breathing technique during the Holiday Stress Manage-
ment workshop at RiverMills Senior Center.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Jeffrey Wyda shares stress management tips with attend-
ees during the Holiday Stress Management workshop at 
RiverMills Senior Center. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES
CHICOPEE 

CITY COUNCIL 
ZONING COMMITTEE

LEGAL NOTICE
The Zoning Committee 

of the Chicopee City Council 
will hold a public hearing 
Wednesday, December 20, 
2023 at 6:30 PM* in the 
Chambers, 4th floor, City 
Hall Annex, 274 Front Street., 
Chicopee, MA  01013 to dis-
cuss the following: 

Ordinance Amendment 
Chapter 275-66 Burnett Road, 
add new language to 275-66 
B “or Transportation Impact 
Assessment or any other 
such report whose official 
name may be changed by the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation.” Full text 
available in the City Council 
Office.   Applicant: Councilor 
Frank Laflamme (At Large) 
and Counci lor  Wil l iam 
Courchesne (Ward 7), City 
Council Office, 274 Front St. 
Chicopee, MA 01013.

Ordinance Amendment 
Chapter  275-50 Signs , 
delete 275-50 B (f).   Delete 
“Duration of Placement” 
Fu l l  t ex t  ava i l ab le  in 
the City Council Office.   
Applicant: Councilor William 
Courchesne (Ward 7), City 
Council Office, 274 Front St. 
Chicopee, MA 01013.

Ordinance Amendment 
Chapter  275-51  Motor 
Vehicle Repair and Storage, 
delete language from Chapter 
275-51 D.  Delete “or inop-
erable or not currently regis-
tered or with a current state 
inspection sticker”.  Full text 
available in the City Council 
Office.   Applicant: Councilor 
William Courchesne (Ward 
7), City Council Office, 274 
Front St. Chicopee, MA 
01013.

The plans/application can 
be viewed on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications

The December 20, 2023 
Zoning Committee hearing 
shall be available to the pub-
lic via zoom and in person.  
Zoom credentials are avail-
able upon request by calling 
(413) 594-1435 M-F 8:30 
AM – 5 PM or by email at 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials 
related to this proposal are on 
file in the Office of the City 
Council, Chicopee City Hall, 
274 Front Street, (plans and 
applications are also avail-
able on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.  You may also 
call (413) 594-1435 or email 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  
12/01, 12/08/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD20P1719EA
Estate of: 

Janice M Charter
Date of Death: 06/22/2020 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order 
of Complete Settlement 
has been filed by James D 
Wright of Holyoke, MA 
requesting that the court enter 
a formal Decree of Complete 
Settlement including the 
allowance of a final account 
and other such relief as may be 
requested in the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 

court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this 
court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 12/27/2023. 

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to 
you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: November 24, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/01/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P2334EA
Estate of:

Roberta D Falcone
Date of Death: 09/13/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wi l l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Donald F. Falcone 
of Chicopee, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Donald F. Falcone of 
Chicopee, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of  said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in unsupervised administra-
tion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
12/12/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: November 14, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/01/2023

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

Under G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by 

Interstate Towing, Inc.   pur-
suant to the provisions of 
G.L. c. 255, section 39A, 
that on  December 15, 2023, 
at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will 
be sold at private sale to sat-
isfy our garage keeper’s lien 
thereon for storage, towing 
charges, care and expenses of 
notices and sale of said vehi-
cles. 

1997 Jeep Wrangler Sport
VIN: 1J4FY19S7VP490622
Jodi Carter
12 Jackielyn Circle
Granby, MA 01033

2002 Ford Explorer
VIN: 1FMZU73E32ZA23990
Micheal Suppe
16 Freemont Ave.
Milford, CT 06460

2002 Honda Accord
VIN:1HGCG668X2A036141
Mariela Rodriguez
177 Elm St Bldg. Apt. 3R
Holyoke, MA 01040

2003 Buick rendezvous
VIN: 3G5DB03EX3S509388
Brianne McCown
15011 White Ave.
Grandview, MI 64030

2005 Lexus Es330
VIN: JTHBA30GX55135905
Jill Humann
18 Huron Ave.
East Freetown, MA 02717

2006 Kawasaki Vn900B
VIN: JKAVN2B116A004953
Rondy Penolo Pi
26 Cambridge St.
Springfield, MA 01109

2010 Chevy Traverse
VIN:1GNLVEED1AS132088
Hector Baez Rodriguez
116 Fort Pleasant Ave. Apt 1L
Springfield, MA 01104

2007 Ford Expedition Ltd
VIN: 1FMFU20567LA40898
Jason Blakely
270 Main St .Apt. 4L
Holyoke, MA 01040

2012 Ford Fusion
VIN: 3FAHP0HA9CR147620
Steven Nikiel
20 Wyben Rd. Unit A
Southampton, MA 01073

2013 Nissan Altima
VIN:1N4AL3AP5DN568350
Luis Rodriguez
43 Greene St.
Springfield, MA 01109

2014 Toyota Rav4
VIN:2T3BFREV9EW205383
Dat Nguyen
4 Oliver St. Apt. 2
Worcester, MA 01603

2017 Honda Civic
VIN: 19XFC2F7XHE067743
Mabelis Colon Roman
49 Jean Circle
Chicopee, MA 01020

2002 Honda Accord
VIN:1HGCG225X2A018999
Jean Jones
3056 39th St. 
Milwaukee, WI 53210

2002 Toyota Camry
VIN: 2T1CE22P12C014468
John Renaud
8E Townhouse Rd.
Broad Brook, CT 06016

2006 Honda Accord

VIN: 1HGCM56436A055071
Raymond Grabiec
109 Honey Pot Rd.
Hadley, MA 01035

2001 Toyota Sequoia 
VIN: 5TDBT44AX1S027411
Creighton Wheeler
4448 Patton Rd.
Maysville, MI 64469

2007 Chevrolet Malibu
VIN: 1G1ZS57F97F284723
Jermone Michael Williams
15 Camp Ave.
Greenfield, MA 01301

2008 Mercedes-Benz C300 
VIN:WDDGF81X98F116433
Shenequa White
13 Oxford St.
Lynn, MA 01902

2009 Toyota Corolla
VIN: 1NXBU40E99Z037467
Travis Marks
4 Pomeroy St.
West Stockbridge, MA 01266

2010 Acura TL
VIN:19UUA8F28AA013355
Chyann Robinson
281 Dwight St. Ext. Apt. 4
Springfield, MA 01105

2014 Honda Civic
VIN: 19XFB4F23EE201894
Rogelio Perez
83 Jackson St. Apt. L2
Holyoke, MA 01040

2015 Jeep Compass
VIN: 1C4NJDEB6FD427267
Vennetia Prevost
2 Johnson Ave. Apt. 2
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

2016 Kia Forte
VIN: KNAFK4A68G5471533
Capten Auto Sales & Repair 
LLC
2835 Louisville Rd.
Bowling Green, KY 42101

2019 Kia Optima
VIN:5XXGT4L30KG348370
American International 
College
1000 State St.
Springfield, MA 01109

12/01, 12/08, 12/15/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758 

Docket No. HD23A0111AD
In the matter of: 

Raymond Julio Matta
CITATION

G.L. c. 210, §6 
TO:
Raymond Santos Matta, Jr.

any unnamed or unknown 
parent and persons inter-
ested in a petition for the 
adopt ion of  said chi ld 
and to the Department of 
Children and Families of said 
Commonwealth. 

A petition has been pre-
sented to said court by:

O m e i r y  C r u z  o f 
Springfield, MA

Michael Angel Rivera of 
Springfield, MA

requesting for leave to 
adopt said child and that the 
name of the child be changed 
to

Raymond Julio 
Rivera-Cruz

If you object to this 
adoption you are entitled to 
the appointment of an attor-
ney if you are an indigent 
person.

An indigent person is 
defined by SJC Rule 3.10. 
The definition includes but is 
not limited to persons receiv-
ing TAFDC, EACDC, pover-
ty related veteran’s benefits, 
Medicaid, and SSI. The Court 

will determine if you are indi-
gent. Contact an Assistant 
Judicial Case Manager or 
Adoption Clerk of the Court 
on or before the date listed 
below to obtain the necessary 
forms.

IF YOU DESIRE TO 
OBJECT THERETO, YOU 
OR YOUR ATTORNEY 
MUST FILE A WRITTEN 
APPEARANCE IN SAID 
COURT AT  Springfield 
ON OR BEFORE TEN 
O ’ C L O C K  I N  T H E 
MORNING (10:00 AM) ON: 
12/22/2023.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: November 21, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/01, 12/08, 12/15

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758 

Docket No. HD23A0099AD
In the matter of: 
Robert William 

Mustakangas, Jr.
CITATION

G.L. c. 210, §6 
TO:
any unnamed or unknown 

parent and persons inter-
ested in a petition for the 
adopt ion of  said chi ld 
and to the Department of 
Children and Families of said 
Commonwealth. 

A petition has been pre-
sented to said court by:

Denny Peña of Chicopee, 
MA

Kelly Anne Peña of 
Chicopee, MA

requesting for leave to 
adopt said child and that the 
name of the child be changed 
to

Robert Peña
If you object to this 

adoption you are entitled to 
the appointment of an attor-
ney if you are an indigent 
person.

An indigent person is 
defined by SJC Rule 3.10. 
The definition includes but is 
not limited to persons receiv-
ing TAFDC, EACDC, pover-
ty related veteran’s benefits, 
Medicaid, and SSI. The Court 
will determine if you are indi-
gent. Contact an Assistant 
Judicial Case Manager or 
Adoption Clerk of the Court 
on or before the date listed 
below to obtain the necessary 
forms.

IF YOU DESIRE TO 
OBJECT THERETO, YOU 
OR YOUR ATTORNEY 
MUST FILE A WRITTEN 
APPEARANCE IN SAID 
COURT AT  Springfield 
ON OR BEFORE TEN 
O ’ C L O C K  I N  T H E 
MORNING (10:00 AM) ON: 
12/22/2023.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: November 29, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/01/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P2338EA
Estate of:

Thomas Raymond Pezda
Also known as: 

Thomas R Pezda

Date of Death: 09/16/2023 
CITATION ON 

PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wi l l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Sharon L. Szady of 
Chicopee, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Sharon L. Szady of 
Chicopee, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of  said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in unsupervised administra-
tion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
12/13/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: November 15, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/01/2023

See More 
Legals on Page 14

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
CHICOPEE 

CITY COUNCIL 
ZONING COMMITTEE

LEGAL NOTICE
The Zoning Committee 

of the Chicopee City Council 
will hold a public hearing 
Wednesday, December 20, 
2023 at 6:30 PM* in the 
Chambers, 4th floor, City 
Hall Annex, 274 Front Street., 
Chicopee, MA  01013 to dis-
cuss the following: 

Zone Change applica-
tion from Business A to 
IPUD II for 3.59 acres of 
property located at 0 East 
Main St. (0133-00001) & 
(0133-00002) for the pur-
pose of office space and util-
ity. Applicant – KOI2KOI 
A s s o c i a t e s ,  L L C  c / o 
Christopher P Lapinski, 9 
Wellesley Cir, South Hadley, 
MA  01075.

The plans/application can 
be viewed on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications

The December 20, 2023 
Zoning Committee hearing 
shall be available to the pub-
lic via zoom and in person.  
Zoom credentials are avail-
able upon request by calling 
(413) 594-1435 M-F 8:30 
AM – 5 PM or by email at 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials 
related to this proposal are on 
file in the Office of the City 
Council, Chicopee City Hall, 
274 Front Street, (plans and 
applications are also avail-
able on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.  You may also 
call (413) 594-1435 or email 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  
12/01, 12/08/2023

CHICOPEE 
CITY COUNCIL 

ZONING COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee 
of the Chicopee City Council 
will hold a public hearing 
Wednesday, December 20, 

2023 at 6:30 PM* in the 
Chambers, 4th floor, City 
Hall Annex, 274 Front Street., 
Chicopee, MA  01013 to dis-
cuss the following: 

Zone Change applica-
tion from Residence A to 
Residence C for 0.3501 
acres of property located at 
15 Wawel St. for the purpose 
of infill housing.  Applicant 
– JCD Realty, Inc., (c/o 
Jeffrey Daigle), 55 Fuller Rd., 
Chicopee, MA  01020.

The plans/application can 
be viewed on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications

The December 20, 2023 
Zoning Committee hearing 
shall be available to the pub-
lic via zoom and in person.  
Zoom credentials are avail-
able upon request by calling 
(413) 594-1435 M-F 8:30 
AM – 5 PM or by email at 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials 
related to this proposal are on 
file in the Office of the City 
Council, Chicopee City Hall, 
274 Front Street, (plans and 
applications are also avail-
able on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.  You may also 
call (413) 594-1435 or email 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  
12/01, 12/08/2023

CHICOPEE 
CITY COUNCIL 

ZONING COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee 
of the Chicopee City Council 
will hold a public hearing 
Wednesday, December 20, 
2023 at 6:30 PM* in the 
Chambers, 4th floor, City 
Hall Annex, 274 Front Street., 
Chicopee, MA  01013 to dis-
cuss the following: 

Zone Change applica-
tion from Residential A 
& Business A to Res C for 
28,827 SF for property locat-
ed at 19 Beaumont Ave. for 
the purpose of 3 family and 

to create 2 legal conforming 
single family building lots.  
All lot numbers to convey are 
80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 
88, 89 90.  Applicant – David 
Labrie, DCL Cons., 187 
Nelson St., Chicopee, MA  
01013.

The plans/application can 
be viewed on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications

The December 20, 2023 
Zoning Committee hearing 
shall be available to the pub-
lic via zoom and in person.  
Zoom credentials are avail-
able upon request by calling 
(413) 594-1435 M-F 8:30 
AM – 5 PM or by email at 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials 
related to this proposal are on 
file in the Office of the City 
Council, Chicopee City Hall, 
274 Front Street, (plans and 
applications are also avail-
able on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.  You may also 
call (413) 594-1435 or email 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  
12/01, 12/08/2023

CHICOPEE 
CITY COUNCIL 

ZONING COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee 
of the Chicopee City Council 
will hold a public hearing 
Wednesday, December 20, 
2023 at 6:30 PM* in the 
Chambers, 4th floor, City 
Hall Annex, 274 Front Street., 
Chicopee, MA  01013 to dis-
cuss the following: 

Special Permit application 
under Chapter 275-58 (c)(5) 
for the purpose of a property 
becoming a mixed property.  
The creation of one residen-
tial unit in a business build-
ing located at 386 Chicopee 
Street.  Applicant – Dance 
Dynamics/Angela Klusmen, 
3 8 6  C h i c o p e e  S t r e e t , 
Chicopee, MA  01013. 

The plans/application can 

be viewed on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications

The December 20, 2023 
Zoning Committee hearing 
shall be available to the pub-
lic via zoom and in person.  
Zoom credentials are avail-
able upon request by calling 
(413) 594-1435 M-F 8:30 
AM – 5 PM or by email at 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials 
related to this proposal are on 
file in the Office of the City 
Council, Chicopee City Hall, 
274 Front Street, (plans and 
applications are also avail-
able on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.  You may also 
call (413) 594-1435 or email 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  
12/01, 12/08/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P2419EA
Estate of:

Catherine V. Bai
Date of Death: 09/21/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal 

Probate  of  Wi l l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed 
by Roxanne Bai Avdoulos  
of Chicopee, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Roxanne Bai Avdoulos  
o f  C h i c o p e e ,  M A  b e 
appo in t ed  a s  Pe r sona l 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-

pervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
12/26/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: November 28, 2023 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/01/2023

CHICOPEE 
CITY COUNCIL 

ZONING COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee 
of the Chicopee City Council 
will hold a public hearing 
Wednesday, December 20, 
2023 at 6:30 PM* in the 
Chambers, 4th floor, City 
Hall Annex, 274 Front Street, 
Chicopee, MA  01013 to dis-
cuss the following: 

Zone Change application 
from split zone Bus A/Res B 
to Res B for 9,000 SF locat-
ed at 580 Meadow St. for 
the purpose of Boys & Girls 
Club (existing) eliminating a 
small portion of zoning over-
lapping and causing a split 
zone on the site. Applicant – 
Chicopee Boys & Girls Club, 
Jason Reed, 580 Meadow St., 
Chicopee, MA  01013.

The plans/application can 
be viewed on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications

The December 20, 2023 
Zoning Committee hearing 
shall be available to the pub-
lic via zoom and in person.  
Zoom credentials are avail-
able upon request by calling 
(413) 594-1435 M-F 8:30 
AM – 5 PM or by email at 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials 
related to this proposal are on 
file in the Office of the City 
Council, Chicopee City Hall, 
274 Front Street, (plans and 
applications are also avail-
able on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.  You may also 
call (413) 594-1435 or email 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  
12/01, 12/08/2023

DFS launches tool to track lithium-ion battery fires
New form will assist local fire 
departments in gathering data
 

STOW -- State Fire Marshal Jon M. 
Davine announced that the Department 
of Fire Services will begin tracking fires 
involving lithium-ion batteries, which 
are increasing in frequency nationwide 
and have killed more than a dozen people 
in New York City this year.

“Across the country, and most visi-
bly in New York City, fires caused by or 
involving lithium-ion batteries are on the 
rise, and often with deadly consequenc-

es,” Davine said. “One of the greatest 
challenges in addressing the increase in 
these fires is quantifying them. We are 
launching a new effort to gather more 
and better data on lithium-ion battery 
fires in Massachusetts.”

Massachusetts fire departments 
report their fire data to DFS using the 
Massachusetts Fire Incident Reporting 
System, which mirrors the National Fire 
Incident Reporting System. The NFIRS 
tool gathers data on battery fires but 
does not distinguish between various 
types. Fires may also be coded by the 
type of device rather than the type of 

battery, missing the fac-
tor that makes lithium-ion 
battery fires particularly 
dangerous.

To address this, the 
Massachusetts State Po-
lice Fire & Explosion In-
vestigation Unit assigned 
to the State Fire Marshal’s 
office will now gather 
certain additional infor-
mation whenever they 
respond to fires that may 
involve lithium-ion bat-
teries. This will include 
the make and model of 
the device, where it was 
purchased, whether it was 
charging at the time of the 
fire, and information on 
the battery itself.

Because the great majority of fire 
investigations in Massachusetts are un-
dertaken by municipal fire departments 
without state assistance, Davine has 
requested that local fire investigators 
gather the same information. Toward 
that end, DFS has created a checklist 
known as the Form FP-031 to assist 
them in gathering this detailed informa-
tion. This checklist, which has been sent 
to the chiefs of all of Massachusetts’ 
fire departments and posted to the DFS 
website, was first announced on Oct. 13 
at a lithium-ion battery fire symposium 
hosted at DFS headquarters in Stow.

“We believe these batteries are un-
derreported as a factor in significant 
fires,” said Davine. “More comprehen-
sive data will help the fire service gauge 
the true scope of the issue and help guide 
future regulations and legislation.”

Lithium-ion batteries power ev-
erything from small devices like e-cig-
arettes and smartphones to scooters, 
e-bikes, and electric vehicles. If they are 
overcharged or abused, they can fail rap-
idly and without warning. A lithium-ion 
battery that goes into thermal runaway 
will erupt in an explosion of toxic gases 
and flames that will ignite nearby fur-
nishings. Water and traditional fire ex-
tinguishers are significantly less effec-
tive against burning batteries.

Davine offered the following safety 
tips for preventing lithium-ion battery 
fires:

Be sure you have working smoke 
alarms installed on every level of your 
home.

Use only the original equipment 
manufacturer’s batteries and charging 
equipment. Aftermarket or generic bat-
teries and chargers may be cheaper but 
are more likely to pose a burn, fire, or 
explosion hazard.

Store scooters and e-bikes outdoors 
if possible. If you must store them in-
doors, keep them and their batteries 
clear of doors, windows, and stairways. 

Charge the battery directly from 
a wall outlet, not an extension cord or 
power strip. Place it on a hard and stable 
surface, not a bed, couch, or pillow.

Charge only one battery or device 
at a time and unplug it when it’s fully 
charged. Don’t allow a charged battery 
to continue charging.

If you notice changes to the battery 
or the device, including damage, an un-
usual odor, a change in color, too much 
heat, change in shape, leaking, smoking, 
or not keeping a charge, stop using it 
right away. 

If and when it’s time to dis-
pose of the battery, don’t put it in the 
trash.  Lithium-ion batteries should be 
recycled, and you can find a location to 
take them at  https://www.call2recycle.
org/locator/.

Residents can learn more about 
lithium-ion battery safety at the Depart-
ment of Fire Services’ website.

HEALTH
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
MG ELECTRICAL SERVICE All 
electrical work, new construction, ad-
ditions, service upgrade, emergency 
generators. Free estimates. Insured/
Licensed. Lic.# 16979-A
Call Mike (413) 896-1346

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and Am-
herst. Call 413-536-3697.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster 
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. 
Free estimates. Fully Insured.  Call 
Brad Forbes at B>413-887-1987.

RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver-
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323-
6858.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Resident expoxy 
flooring. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and insured. 
Call WE DO today for a free estimate 
ask for Mac (413)344-6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Ser-
vice.  Wilbraham residential only  Call 
or Text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

The Town of Wilbraham is now hiring 
P/T & F/T EMERGENCY

DISPATCHERS.
For application and more information 
please visit www.wilbraham-ma.
gov. EOE.  Open until filled.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

LUDLOW: $925, quiet 1 bedroom, 
2nd floor, open kitchen/living room. 
Parking, on-site laundry. Utilities not 
included. No smoking, no pets. 413-
543-3062.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

PAID ON-THE-JOB 
HOME HEALTH AIDE 

TRAINING.
Earn $2000 once you complete 
our Certified Home Health Aide 
115-hour Training Program. $300 
Sign on Bonus also available! 
Call Excel Nursing Services 

413-583-8900. EOE.
www.excelnursing

services.com

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Classified Advertising
DEADLINES
QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN

FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY
AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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IN THE CITY

Enjoy a Warm Winter 
C E L E B R A T E  T H E  S E A S O N  W I T H O U T  W O R R Y

298 Jarvis Avenue 
Holyoke, MA 01040 
www.daybrookvillage.org

INDEPENDENT LIVING •  ASSISTANCE IN LIVING •  SKILLED NURSING

501(c)(3) 

Leave your concerns out in the cold and spend time doing the things you enjoy. No more shoveling  
or managing heating costs. Day Brook Village Senior Living offers a continuum of care all on one 
campus. Whether you are looking for a vibrant social community or peace of mind as  
your health needs change, rest assured Day Brook Village offers it all in one place. 

CALL 413-561-7958 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR SCAN THE CODE TO  
THE RIGHT TO SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY!

COURTESY PHOTOS

CHICOPEE – The Chicopee Police Department is excited to be part of the 
Sand for Seniors program with the Hampden County TRIAD. This program 
offers buckets of sand to seniors to use on their walkways and driveways 
to reduce the chance of falling on ice or snow. On Nov. 27, Sgt. Ortiz deliv-
ered 19 buckets to seniors in our community. . 

Police department delivers sand 
to seniors


