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Wreaths representing each brand of
the military are displayed near the
| entrance of St. Stanislaus Cemetery.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ALAN DION

WREATHS Across AME RI CA DAY

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Kkrivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Parishio-
ners from St. Stanislaus Par-
ish gathered at St. Stanislaus
Cemetery on Dec. 13 for
Wreaths Across America Day.

Wreaths Across America
Day is a nationwide obser-
vance taking place every De-
cember with volunteers and
supporters placing Veterans’
wreaths at local, national and
military cemeteries, Veterans’
Memorials and historic sites.

Wreaths Across America,
itself, meanwhile, is a non-
profit organization established
in 2007 with the mission of
distributing Veterans’ wreaths
to place on gravesites at mil-
itary cemeteries to remember,
honor and teach.

The ceremony was over-
seen by Alan Dion, a physics
teacher at Chicopee Compre-
hensive High School and an

advisor for the Veterans’ Ap-
preciation & Support Club,
with Fr. Brad Milunski lead-
ing attendees in an opening
prayer.

The laying of wreaths was
as follows: Staff Sgt. Al Ken-
dall for the United States Air
Force, Specialist E-4 Al Picard
for the United States Army,
Seaman Richard Police for the
United States Coast Guard,
Tony Lazio for his father,
Charles Sidel, to honor the
United States Merchant Ma-
rines, Cpl Mike “Pappy” Boy-
ington for the United States
Marine Corps, Doug Pas for
his father, Ted Pas, to honor
the United State Navy, Geof-
frey Gleason for the Space
Force and Mark Samoylich
to honor the 81,996 United
States servicemen from all
branches who are prisoners of
war or missing in action.

The ceremony was ded-

Please see WREATHS,
page 6
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Mark Samoylich, vice president of the Veterans’ Appreciation &
Support Club at Chicopee Comprehensive High School, laid the
wreath to honor the prisoners of war and missing in action.
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Author Stroll

Local authors
spotlighted

By Brendan Rooney

Correspondent
CHICOPEE - A
first-ever Author Stroll,

sponsored by HB Real Es-
tate, featuring 25 local and
established authors and
writers was held at The Hub
at Market Square on Dec.
11.

More than 200 people
gathered to meet the au-
thors, purchase books and
hear readings throughout
the evening.

Ward 2 City Council-
or Shane Brooks bestowed
praise on the usage of the
newly renovated space, say-
ing, “It’s been a long time
coming.”

“I think this is amaz-
ing,” Brooks said. “This
is exactly what the Hub

TURLEY PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVERS
Jacqueline Lynch shows off her latest book, “Children’s
Wartime Adventure Novels.” Lynch is a longtime resident of
Chicopee.

was intended to be: a place
where the community can
come together, and in this
case, share the works of
the literary community, and
again, it’s the focal point
of the downtown, and it’s
being utilized and not un-
derused, with recent events
such as the Tree Lighting,
and the Tartan reveal.”
Brooks added how,
“Chicopee is on the rise.”
“The inclusion and
main attention to the Hub
being accessible cements
the city’s commitment to
investing in the downtown,
and the city as a whole,
to really attract people
downtown, in the hope of
attracting new storefront
businesses, generating addi-
tional areas for the general
public to visit, and bringing
more people to downtown,

Please see STROLL,
page 5

City Council approves Peregrine Software Technologies contract

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The City
Council unanimously ap-
proved on Dec. 16 a five-year
contract for the Peregrine
Software Technologies data
integration and analytics plat-
form.

The contract, which be-
gins January 1, 2026 and
ends on January 4, 2031, is
designed to enhance the po-
lice department’s ability to
manage information, identify
trends and make informed,
real-time decisions across a
range of operational priori-
ties.

Mayor John Vieau ex-

plained the software will be
for the Real Time Information
Center and the order is be-
cause “we want to enter into
a five-year agreement instead
of a three.”

“So, we’re really asking
you to extend that opportuni-
ty for two more years. We're
going actually to be the first
community—and, correct

me if I'm wrong—in New
England that’s going to be
using this software and you
can see, this launch, is a data
aggregation and coordination
platform through the Real
Time Information Center and
it will be supported by the
Hampden County Sheriff’s
Department, and, also, the
Hampden County Addiction

Task Force,” Vieau said.

Vieau said this would be
funded through opioid funds
from the opioid settlement
agreements that the commu-
nity has received.

“That account has quite
a bit of money in it and we
couldn’t think of a better way
than to work with the Real
Time Information Center

with this system that’s going
to add entirely new, automat-
ed, intelligence-driven capa-
bilities that analyze CAD and
RMS data to identify over-
doses, flag at-risk individuals
and guide targeted outreach,”
Vieau said. “So, these tools

Please see CONTRACT,
page 3

The story behind CHS’s SkillsUSA

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Kkrivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Students
at Chicopee High School had
the opportunity to recent-
ly attend a SkillsUSA Fall

Leadership Event.
SkillsUSA is a career
and technical student orga-
nization serving high school,
college, middle school stu-
dents and professional mem-
bers enrolled in training
programs in trade, technical,

The SkillsUSA students at Chicopee High School: Eavan Torru-
ella, Lilah Nocrasz, Alexis Whelihan and Annieliese Ramos. The
schedule for SkillsUSA begins with Fall Leadership, followed

by districts, then states and, finally, nationals, which is held in
Atlanta, Georgia in June.

and skilled services occupa-
tions, empowering students
as world-class workers, lead-
ers and responsible citizens
through developing person-
al, workplace and technical
skills.

Lilah Nocrasz, Alexis
Whelihan, Eavan Torruella
and Annieliese Ramos are
among this group.

Nocrasz’s group won
third place in presentation
and poster design, focusing
on technical skills through
professional  development,
3D effects and symbolism to
follow the theme, “Champi-
on Your Future.”

“And then our second
third place medal for presen-
tation, everyone had to talk
and had to explain some-
thing. My piece was symbol-
ism of mannequins, because
our poster design was based

Please see SKillSUSA,
page 3
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From the left, Isabella Strand, Alexa Sherman, Alyssa Nogueira,
Aezlin Rost, Teresa Sherman (Red, sitting) and PNA Lodge 711
President Joanne Cebula (white sweater) in a group photo.

PNA Lodge
711 hosts
Christmas

party

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - The Polish
National Alliance Lodge 711
of Chicopee hosted a Chil-
dren’s Holiday Party at the
Chicopee Falls Polish Home,
comprised of families of all
ages, on Dec. 7.

The party comprised at-
tendees such as members of
the PNA and their families—
enjoying raffle prizes, arts
and crafts, games, a hot cocoa
station, making holiday cards
for elders in nursing homes in
Chicopee, along with a clas-
sic Polish dinner consisting

Please see PNA, page 6
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RiverMills
Center Events

Powerback
Rehab To-You

CHICOPEE - The Coun-
cil on Aging will host Pow-
erback Rehab for Physical
Therapy appointment ev-
ery Monday starting Jan.
5 at 10 a.m. at RiverMills
Center, located at 5 W.
Main Street.

Powerback Rehab To-
You is a mobile therapy
program that brings care
directly to you! Powerback
Rehab will be at RiverMills
Center for appointments to
help your recovery whether
dealing with a recent inju-
ry chronic pain or seeking
performance enhancement.
These appointments are
free. This program is open
to members 55 and older.
There are limited appoint-
ments, SO you must register
in advance at RiverMills or
by calling 534-3698.

New Year

Celebration Dinner

CHICOPEE - The COA
will host a New Year Cele-
bration Dinner on Thursday,
Jan. 8 at 5 p.m. at RiverMills
Center, located at 5 W. Main
Street.

Join your friends at Riv-
erMills to celebrate the new
year. Enjoy a delicious Pot
Roast dinner while listen-
ing to a performance by
Michelle  Brooks-Thomp-
son, Grammy nominated
performer and finalist on
NBC’s “The Voice.” Beer,
wine and non-alcoholic
beverages will be available
for purchase. Registration
for this event is now open.
You must purchase tickets
in advance and RiverMills
Center.

PHOTO AND CAPTION COURTESY OF CHICOPEE FIRE DEPARTMENT
CHICOPEE - We were grateful to have some community members stop by to express apprecia-
tion for our members’ hard work and dedication while sharing some holiday cheer.

Delaney’s Market launches holiday food drive

Discount on meal
purchases to donors

SOUTH HADLEY-
Delaney’s Market today
announced the launch of its
first holiday canned food
drive, designed to rally com-
munity support for local
hunger relief efforts during
the crucial holiday season.
In a special initiative to en-
courage donations, the Mar-
ket will offer a 10% discount
on all food purchases to any
customer who contributes a
canned food item.

The drive will officially
run from through Dec. 22.

“This holiday season,
the team at Delaney’s Mar-
ket wants to make a differ-
ence,” said Peter Rosskothen
- Owner. “While we regular-

TUESDAY
DECEMBER 30TH
9:30A- 1A

TO RESERVE YOUR MUG!

(413) 530-5916

ly donate food to our local
partners, we know the need
is even greater during the
winter months. By offering
a 10% discount, we hope to
make it easy and rewarding
for our customers to pitch in
and ensure that all families
in our area have access to
nourishing meals.”

How to Participate

Customers are invited to
bring cans of non-perishable
food items to any Delaney’s
Market location. Upon dona-
tion, they will receive a 10%
discount applicable to their
total food purchase (meals
only), helping them stock up
on delicious entrees while
supporting a critical cause.

All  collected food
will be distributed equally
among Delaney’s Market’s

long-standing charitable
partners:
* St. Vincent De Paul
* Bethany Assembly of
God
* Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen
Rachel’s Table
These organizations
provide essential food assis-
tance and meals to individu-
als and families facing food
insecurity in the local com-
munity.

“This is about more than
just a discount; it’s about us-
ing our business as a plat-
form for positive change,”
added Rosskothen. “We look
forward to working with our
community to come togeth-
er to support the incredible
work done by St. Vincent De
Paul, Bethany Assembly of
God, Lorraine’s Soup Kitch-
en, and Rachel’s Table.”

Chicopee Public Library hosts
programs for kids and families

CHICOPEE - Each month
the Chicopee Public Library
hosts a variety of free pro-
grams for children, teens, and
families. The Youth Services
Department seeks to provide
opportunities for entertain-
ment and enrichment that
promote literacy and explore
creativity. Here is the slate of
events for December 2025.

Saturday  Playgroup
will be held at 1 p.m., on Sat-
urdays in December. We’ll
put out some extra toys in the
playspace. It’s a great time for
families with kids of all ages
to meet up and play.

Little Movers will be
held in the children’s program
room on Fridays, Dec. 19 at
11 a.m. Babies crawling to 24
months and their caregivers
are invited to join us for free
play followed by circle time
exploring songs, fingerplays
and movement!

Terrific Twos will be
held on Tuesday Dec. 23 at
10:30 a.m. Terrific Twos is
for two- year-olds and their
caregivers. This program
features about 25 minutes of

structured circle time, fol-
lowed by about half an hour
of semi-structured playtime.
During circle time, we will
sing songs, do rhymes, do
some big movements, and
read 1 book. The book choice
rotates between either a read
aloud picture book or a group
read of a board book. Play-
time involves a choice of
craft, activity, or play.

The Children’s Room is a
great place to hang out. Col-
oring pages and board games
are always available. There
are also some new things you
can play with while you visit.
Ask us about food toys for the
play kitchen, building blocks,
or the art cart.

Teens

Visit the library after
school and enjoy the Teen
Space with friends! We’ve got
board games, puzzles, the li-
brary’s Switch, and coloring
to enjoy.

Visit the library website
for more info about all of the
library’s events.
www.chicopeepubliclibrary.org

‘Brain Health and Dementia
Prevention’ at RiverMills Center

CHICOPEE - The Coun-
cil on Aging will offer the
program “Brain Health and
Dementia Prevention” on
Monday, Jan. 5 at 10 a.m. at
RiverMills Center, located at
5 W. Main Street.

Join the Arbors for the
presentation on brain health
and dementia prevention.
During this workshop, you
will get an overview on De-

mentia, what it is and the dif-
ferent types of dementia. You
will also learn if memory loss
is a normal part of aging and
what the difference is between
normal forgetfulness and po-
tential Alzheimer’s forgetful-
ness. You will also learn about
brain health and how to keep
your mind sharp. You must
register in advance at River-
Mills or by calling 534-3698.

Cozy L.Ip to the idea of assisted living at The

Arbors! Learn more about assisted living

r_‘;}

2% Memo &

options and get a taste of The Arbors lifestyle
with a hot chocolate bar and treats!

rial Dr Chicopee MA 02020
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CPL announces January programs for kids, families

CHICOPEE - Each month
the Chicopee Public Library
hosts a variety of free pro-
grams for children, teens, and
families. The Youth Services
Department seeks to provide
opportunities for entertain-
ment and enrichment that
promote literacy and explore
creativity. Here is the slate of
events for January 2026.

Sensory Play Satur-
day will be held on Saturday,
Jan. 3 at 9:30 a.m. Come let
your babies socialize and ex-
plore sensory play! We will
have our play area set up with
some sensory activities and
other play opportunities. For
babies 0-24 months and their
caregivers.

Saturday Playgroup will
be held on Saturdays at 1
p-m. in January. We»ll put out
some extra toys in the plays-
pace. It’s a great time for fam-
ilies with kids of all ages to
meet up and play.

Little Kid Dance Par-
ty will be on Wednesdays,

Jan. 14 and 28 at 10:30
am. Moving and grooving
for kids and their caregivers.
Geared toward ages 0-5, but
all are welcome!

Forty-five minutes to one
hour of energetic activity in-
cluding singing and dancing,
action rhymes, and playing
with props like scarves and
shakers.

Build with LEGO
on Thursday, Jan. 8 at 4
p.m. Unstructured building
time for kids ages 6 and up.

The Kids Room Sewing
Club will meet on Wednes-
day, Jan. 14, from 3:30 to 5
p.m. Learn basic stitches and
practice skills by making fun
projects. Recommended for
ages six and up. Kids who
are not familiar with using a
needle and thread should at-
tend with an adult. Teens are
welcome.

Stop by for a Kids Room
Craft on Friday, Jan. 16, from
2:30 to 4 p.m. It>s an early re-
lease day for Chicopee Public

Schools PreK-5. Beads and
paper craft supplies will be
available for crafty explora-
tion.

Storytime will be held
on Thursdays, Jan. 8 and 22
at 10:30 a.m. Storytime is for
children ages 3-5. This pro-
gram features about 30 min-
utes of structured circle time,
followed by 15-30 minutes of
a craft or activity. Circle time
will include 2-3 read aloud
books, rhymes, songs, and
felt boards. Children will be
encouraged to ask and answer
simple questions and recog-
nize things like shapes, col-
ors, letters, and numbers.

The library Homeschool
Meetup will be on Friday,
Jan. 23 at Noon. This group
meets once a month Septem-
ber - June for homeschool-
ing families with kids of all
ages to hang out, do activities
and learn together. Differ-
ent activities each month are
planned by the group. This
month we are reading and

discussing fairy tales.

Terrific Twos will be held
on Tuesdays, Jan. 6 and 20 at
10:30 a.m. Terrific Twos is
for two- year-olds and their
caregivers. This program
features about 25 minutes of
structured circle time, fol-
lowed by about half an hour
of semi-structured playtime.
During circle time, we will
sing songs, do rhymes, do
some big movements, and
read 1 book. The book choice
rotates between either a read
aloud picture book or a group
read of a board book. Play-
time involves a choice of
craft, activity, or play.

Unleash the ooze! Make
Slime in the kids room on
Tuesday, Jan. 27 at 4 p.m.
Kids and teens can stop by
the Activity Room to make
their own small container of
slime using three simple in-
gredients.

The Children’s Room is a
great place to hang out. Col-
oring pages and board games

are always available. There
are also some new things you
can play with while you visit.
Ask us about food toys for the
play kitchen, building blocks,
or the art cart.

Teens

Visit the library after
school and enjoy the Teen
Space with friends! We’'ve
got board games, puzzles, the
library’s Switch, and coloring
to enjoy.

Anime Club will be
on Wednesday, Jan. 21 at 3
p.m. Stop by for some fun
crafts and activities themed
after the hit series Demon
Slayer!

Teens are invited to join
us at LEGO, Sewing Club,
and Slime Making.

Visit the library website
for more info about all of the
library’s events.
www.chicopeepubliclibrary.org.

Polish food
sales are
back

INDIAN ORCHARD
— Immaculate Conception
Church, 25 Parker St., In-
dian Orchard, Ma will be
holding five Polish Food
Sales on these Saturdays:

Dec.20-9 am. to 1 p.m.

Golabki (3) $12; Kapusta
(Large) $10; Pierogi {12)
Cabbage--Potato & Cheese
$14; Sweet Cheese, Blue-
berry $15

Sales take place in the
church cafeteria (lower sec-
tion of the church)

Credit cards not accepted.

SkillsUSA from page 1

off an art with a gold hand,
which was part of the Skill-
sUSA logo, symbolizing the
individual self painting their
future, taking bold strokes
and the mannequin was rep-
resenting how they want to
build a future, how they want
to help others,” Nocrasz said.

Last year, Whelihan won
second place for presentation
skills through memorization
in a short amount of time,
public speaking and more.

Also, a medal was won
for technical skills. She also
placed second in districts,
went to Fall Leadership twice
and went to states.

“This year, I won the
Rising Star Medal, which I
think 10 to 15 students out of
600 students that are there got
it and it showed the improve-
ment over the last year of be-
ing there,” Whelihan said.

Torruella credited advi-
sor Tom Rivet for his involve-
ment.

“I’ve had fun, made new
friends, learned new things,
had a good experience. I won
first place—two medals—for
the poster board design and
for the poster presentation
in the personal skills frame-
work,” Torruella said.

Ramos checked out Skill-

PBIS (@ CH

TURLEY PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVERS

From the left, Ezra Bleau, Eavan Torruella, Lilah Nocrasz, Alexis Whelihan, Annieliese Ramos and

Tom Rivet pose for a group photo.

sUSA thanks to her teachers,
getting to meet new people
and interact with them.

“I got second and third.
The third was for the presen-
tation of the poster and then
the second was for the poster
design of it,” Ramos said.

Ezra Bleau, a former
advisor at Chicopee Comp,
brought SkillsUSA to CHS
and teamed up with Rivet to
recruit students, expressing

pride in their success.

“For the first year, for
students to place at districts
is amazing progress and it
just showcased our students
and their abilities and then
you got to go to states, which
was a great opportunity too,”
Bleau said.

Rivet shared 12 students
did Fall Leadership.

“SkillsUSA is only avail-
able for students who are in a

Pathway Program, so we have
eight Pathway Programs here
at Chicopee High School now
and, as Mr. Bleau said, this is
our second year. We’re trying
to build this up. This is going
to be a school-wide, path-
way-wide club and we want
this to be a very special club
to be a part of, very elite, very
exclusive,” Rivet said.

“And it’s going to help
all the students become rising

stars in their own community
as well,” Bleau said.

Students are encouraged
to sign up.

“Definitely join a path-
way and definitely try attend-
ing a Fall Leadership. Fall
Leaderships, that’s a great
example for what’s going
to happen during districts,
where you have to work with
others, where you’re going to
work as your individual self,
where you have to talk to peo-
ple,” Nocrasz said. “You talk
to a lot of people and during
Fall Leadership, they make
sure you end up talking to,
at least, a few new people,
whether it’s from a different
school or if they’re in a differ-
ent grade or if you’re a differ-
ent grade, even a completely
different pathway. It’s real-
ly fun and it’s a really good
experience overall because
even if you don’t like the Fall
Leadership, you still walk
away with some sort of new
knowledge.”

“Honestly, I would say
just push yourself out of the
comfort zone. I used to be the
most shy kid ever; I didn’t
talk and it just makes your-
self a better person. I've seen
myself grow so much aca-
demically and socially. I have
so much more friends now,
I’'m so much more talkative.

I can go to Fall Leaderships
and just talk to anyone now.
I have so much more confi-
dence in myself and it helps
you really grow as a person,”
Whelihan said.

“Go ahead and do it. Try
new things,” Torruella said.
“Getting out of your comfort
zone is very important and
you need to learn and experi-
ence new things in life...”

“They should do it.
They’ll help them with
schools and colleges and stuff
like that and help them get
jobs,” Ramos said.

Bleau and Rivet thanked
the community for their sup-
port.

“This is something that
will help so many students
become that next level that
we’re looking for, that the
world is looking for and be-
ing able to achieve dreams
that they never had. So, this is
one of those great opportuni-
ties for students,” Bleau said.

“Young people some-
times get a very bad rap be-
cause we often hear about the
negative aspects, but as you
can see here, there are some
awesome students at Chicop-
ee High School and I think an
opportunity like SkillsUSA is
really going to help to bring
those good stories to the fore-
front,” Rivet said.

CONTRACT from page 1

will supplement, strengthen,
rather than supplant existing
programs, providing func-
tionality previously unavail-
able to local agencies. We're
excited to launch it and T’ll
just share the agreement that,
currently, we’re going to go
into is three, but we get a
better deal by going five. So,
we’re asking for your approv-
al for the five-year agree-
ment.”

After President/Council-
or-at-Large Frank Laflamme
noted and clarified it would
be adding the two more years,
he said this.

“If we wait for two more
after the first of the year, it’s
going to be much more mon-
ey to do it. So, that’s why I

spoke to you earlier tonight.
I’m in favor of this to see
where our issues are in the
city, what spots of the city are
having the issues and concen-
trate with the C3 programs in
those areas. I think it’s very
important that we do this. It’s
nice to say, we’ve given mon-
ey to the School Department
with their programs to try to
prevent it, but we don’t know
what the outcome is. We don’t
know where it is throughout
the city like the police de-
partment does and working
with all the other agencies,
Sheriff’s Department, district
attorney,” Laflamme said. “I
think it’s a good program and,
as you mentioned, it’s some-
thing where the money can be
spent. I know you try to look
at spending the money, it’s
tough when you have an allo-

cation of money and you can
only use it in a certain pool.
So, I'm willing to vote for this
tonight because I think this is
very important. If we can save
a few lives, that’s what it’s all
about. Even one.”

Vieau added that West-
Comm Regional Dispatch
has now vacated the Public
Safety Complex, so the Real
Time Information Center has
moved into the space, with a
public open house coming in
the new year.

“To let everyone see ex-
actly what’s going on with
technology-driven informa-
tion through the Real Time In-
formation Center, how we’re
using cutting-edge technolo-
gy to protect this community.
It’s pretty incredible stuff and
I just want to commend Bill
Schwartz. He’s the director
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of the Real Time Information
Center. I was there today and
the team that he has is just ab-
solutely exceptional,” Vieau
said. “Pretty excited about
what we’re heading when it
comes to technology.”

He noted this, first and
foremost, is also to protect
the first responders “and then
from there, to prevent crime,
to deter crime and to catch
bad guys.”

“So, it’s pretty exciting
how it works and I want to
make sure that all of you are
invited to see this technology
when it’s up and operational,”
Vieau said.

Ward 4 Councilor George
Balakier expressed approv-
al that the funding would be
coming from the opioid set-
tlement funds and the open
house would be helpful.

HANNOUS

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

“So, this way here, the
taxpayers are not going to
be having to worry about the
burden,” Balakier said.

Ward 7 Councilor Wil-
liam Courchesne said this
software “is going to actually
complement the work the Sit-
uation Table does in a great
way.”

“So, they’ll probably end
up helping each other out with
data. I had the opportunity to
visit the RTIC and it’s pretty
amazing use of that space,”
Courchesne said. “The capa-
bilities and they’ll be some
more stuff coming forward, I
hope, really soon that I had a
chance to look at and it’s just
going to go beyond what peo-
ple’s imaginations are.”

Vieau agreed, adding that
this would “get us to the ac-
tual root of the problem” and

also help people get to the Sit-
uation Table for the help and
resources that they need.

“This is going to help
those who are addicted and
those that are really strug-
gling out there in our commu-
nity,” Vieau said.

Laflamme hopes who-
ever becomes the new City
Council president in January
will meet with Vieau about
this and the new council gets
an opportunity to see every-
thing at the Real Time Infor-
mation Center right away.

“So, whoever does be-
come president of the board,
I hope they set up a meeting
with your office to get this
done,” Laflamme said.
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When You Use Your

Towards

A New Purchase
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Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY -

i www.hannoushma.com
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Question about remarrying and
benefits from an ex-spouse

Dear Rusty:

I am almost 57, di-
vorced after a 14-year mar-
riage. My former spouse is
15 years older than I and
made significantly more
money than me. I am re-
quired to retire from my job
at age 60 but expect to keep
working in some capacity.

I have a girlfriend of
a similar age to me. She
did not earn as much as
her former husband as she
mainly raised their chil-
dren. She is also divorced
from an older spouse who
made more money than she
did. I am trying to figure
out if we will be penalized
if we marry or if it mat-
ters if we wait until after
we reach 60 years of age.
Can I claim my own bene-
fits when I become eligible
at 62, then claim survivor
benefits later, whenever my
former spouse passes? Is
that affected if, or when, I
remarry? I do not want to
give up my potential sur-
vivor benefits from my ex-
spouse. Are those affected
if I remarry?

If I understand correct-
ly, if I remarry even after
60, we would both forfeit
divorced spousal benefits,
is that right? Given that my
girlfriend’s former spouse
probably made more money
than I, would she be for-
feiting her former spousal
benefits if we were to mar-
ry, even after age 60?

Lastly, I am consid-
ering retiring abroad as
an expat. Any suggestions
about how that would affect
our Social Security bene-
fits?

Signed: Starting
Over

Dear Starting Over:

With certain excep-
tions, benefits from a liv-
ing ex-spouse cannot be
collected if you remarry
(regardless of your age
when you remarry). So,
from what you’ve shared,
whenever you remarry both
you and your new wife will
forfeit eligibility for ben-
efits from your respective
ex-spouses while they are
living (FYI, there are ex-
ceptions for those who are
disabled).

However, the rules are
different for a surviving ex-
spouse: if you remarry be-
fore age 60, you will forfeit
your surviving ex-spouse
benefit. But if you remarry
after age 60, you retain el-
igibility to collect survivor
benefits from a deceased
former spouse. So, if you
and your girlfriend remar-
ry after you are both age
60, you will both still be
able to claim survivor ben-
efits based on your former
spouses’ records.

And, yes, it is possible
for you to initially claim
your own SS retirement
benefit at 62 and claim
your surviving ex-spouse
benefit later after your for-
mer spouse dies. Provided
you remarry after age 60
you do not lose that option,
but if you were to claim a
surviving ex-spouse ben-
efit before reaching your
Full Retirement Age, the
monthly payment amount
would be reduced, all SS
benefits taken before FRA
are reduced.

Note too, that if you
plan to continue working
after you are first eligi-
ble for SS benefits, Social
Security has an “earnings
test” which limits how
much you can earn from
working while collecting
early benefits. The limit
changes yearly for 2025 it
is $23,400 and if exceed-
ed, SS will take back $1 in
benefits for every $2 you
are over the limit. And, as
you likely know, claiming
at age 62 will also mean a
benefit payment of about
30% less than available at
your FRA of 67. So, if you
plan to work after age 62
and plan to claim early SS,
you should take the “earn-
ings test” into consider-
ation. FYI, the earning test
no longer applies after you
reach your Full Retirement
Age.

Now, regarding retir-
ing overseas, be aware that
Social Security has limits
on where you can collect
U.S. Social Security bene-
fits. I suggest you use So-
cial Security’s Payments
Abroad Screening Tool
to find out if benefits are
payable wherever you plan
to retire abroad. That SSA
tool can be found here:
https://www.ssa.gov/inter-
national/payments_outsi-
deUS.html.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the
Social Security Administra-
tion or any other govern-
mental entity. This article
is intended for information
purposes and does not
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association
Mature Citizens Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and
accredited by the National
Social Security Associa-
tion To submit a question,
visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

Westcomm Emergency Health
Profile Set-up at RiverMills Center

CHICOPEE - The
Council on Aging will host
Emergecny Health Profile
Set-ups on Friday, Jan. 9
at 10:00 a.m. at RiverMills

Center, located at 5 W.
Main Street.
Representatives  from

Westcomm Regional Dis-
patch in Chicopee will be
at RiverMills to assist with
setting up your Emergency
Health Profile with Rapid-
SOS. RapidSOS is a secure
online profile where you
can store information that
may help first respond-
ers during an emergency.
When you call 911 from

the phone numbers linked
to your profile, information
such as medical conditions,
allergies, medications and
emergency contacts will
automatically and securely
appear to the dispatcher,
helping them and first re-
sponders understand your
needs quickly and provide
the right care. To sign up
for a health profile, you
will need access to an email
and cell phone. You must
register in advance for an
appointment by stopping
by RiverMills or by calling
534-3698.
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Yes, Virginia, There is a Santa Claus

By Francis P. Church in 1897

Dear Editor,

I am 8 years old. Some of
my little friends say that there
is no Santa Claus. Papa says
“If you see it in the Sun, it is
so.” Please tell me the truth,
is there a Santa Claus?

Virginia

Your little friends are
wrong. They have been af-
fected by the skepticism of
a skeptical age. They do not
believe except what they see.
They think that nothing can
be which is not comprehensi-
ble by their little minds.

All minds, Virginia, wheth-
er they be men’s or children’s,
are little. In this great universe
of ours, man is a mere insect,
an ant, in his intellect, as
compared with the boundless
world about him, as measured
by the intelligence capable of
grasping the whole of truth
and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a
Santa Claus. He exists as cer-

tainly as love and generosity
and devotion exist, and you
know that they abound and
give to our life its highest
beauty and joy.

Alas! How dreary would
be the world if there were
no Santa Claus! It would be
as dreary as if there were no
Virginias. There would be no
childlike faith then, no poetry,
no romance to make tolera-
ble this existence. We should
have no enjoyment, except in
sense and sight. The eternal
light with which childhood
fills the world would be extin-
guished.

Not believe in Santa Claus?
You might as well not believe
in fairies! You might get your
Papa to hire men to watch all
the chimneys on Christmas
Eve to catch Santa Claus, but
even if they did not see San-
ta Claus coming down, what
would that prove?

Nobody sees Santa Claus,
but that is no sign that there is
no Santa Claus The most real
things in the world are those
that neither children nor men

can see.

Did you ever see fairies
dancing on the lawn? Of
course not, but that’s no proof
that they are not there. No-
body can conceive or imag-
ine all the wonders that are
unseen and unseeable in the
world.

You tear apart the baby’s
rattle and see what makes the
noise inside, but there is a veil
covering the unseen world
which not the strongest man,
or even the united strength of
all the strongest men that ever
lived, could tear apart. Only
faith, fancy, poetry, love, ro-
mance, can push aside that
curtain and view and picture
the supernatural beauty and
glory beyond.

Is it all real? Ah, Virginia,
in all this world there is noth-
ing else as real and abiding.

No Santa Claus? Thank
God he lives and he lives for-
ever. A thousand years from
now, maybe 10 times 10,000
years from now, he will con-
tinue to make glad the hearts
of children.

Two holiday plants suited for gift giving

re you in need of a
plant for a hostess
gift this holiday sea-

son but poinsettias aren’t
your cup of tea? Look no
further! I will give

you my top two
non-poinsettia

picks, and share my
experiences grow-

ing these plants.

Hopefully you
will find the perfect
gift for someone on
your list.

Florist ~ Cyclamen
(Cyclamen persicum) is a
delightful indoor plant that
flowers during the winter
months and is available at lo-
cal nurseries and box stores.
Its quarter-sized blooms
in red, pink and white are
unique in that the petals are
bent back and held above
pretty, heart-shaped, sil-
ver-margined leaves.

There are varying types
available with fancy flowers
and intricately patterned fo-
liage.

The cyclamen plant is
tuberous and unfortunately is
best propagated by seed or by
division of its fibrous roots.
Usually this task is left to the
experts who are best able to
deal with erratic germination
and roots that are susceptible
to rot.

A few years back I
became the owner of my
very first cyclamen (thanks,
Mom!). I had a little trouble
after awhile.

During the spring its
leaves yellowed and fell off
so I threw it out. Little did I
know that leaf loss was sup-
posed to happen! It was go-
ing dormant.

With the cyclamen’s
bloom time during the win-

ter, it has a period of dorman-
cy mid spring through the
end of sum- mer when it’s

iy
ands
~

leaves will yellow and shed
and it will demand next to
no water. This time frame is
opposite of what we are used
to with our perennial flowers
that bloom during the sum-
mer and go dormant during
the winter.

In late August, we can
begin watering again and
leaves will sprout anew be-
fore the blooming cycle be-
gins during the fall.

Another favorite holiday
plant by the name of Paper-
whites start out as a bulb. The
bulbs are available now by
mail and from local nurseries
and garden centers.

Sometimes you can “fill
a bag” with the exact num-
ber you want, which is really
neat. Upon inspection of the
bulb and the picture on the
label, you’ll note that Paper-
whites look very much like
our outdoor daffodils.

Paperwhites are cousins
to these spring harbingers and
bloom easily inside with little
more than light, something to
anchor the developing roots
(soil or rocks) and water to
get them growing. They don’t
need to go through a period
of cold in order to bloom like

outdoor narcissus do.

In just about four weeks
after planting you’ll be de-
lighted with flowers galore!
Decide for yourself if
you like the fragrance

or you find it a lit-
tle overpowering.
Prevent leaves
and stems from
stretching by plac-
ing your container
in a cool spot in
your home during

4 the night and enjoy

the flowers in your living
spaces during the day.

After flowering is done,
throw the bulbs out free of
guilt; they won’t bloom again
consistently. One year you
may remember that I did try
to regrow the bulbs by allow-
ing them to dry out within the
container I had first grown
them in. Of the four bulbs,
two had life left in them a
year later.

I watered and waited
and leaves did grow, but no
flowers ever came. I ended
up chalking it up to an expe-
rience and starting over with
new bulbs the following win-
ter.

Have fun experimenting
with these plants or any num-
ber of beauties worthy of a
good home for the holidays.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs or
other materials submitted for publication.
Materials will not be returned except upon
specific request when submitted.

Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous opinions will
be published. We require letter writers
to include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We
must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allegations, personal
attacks, defamation of character and
offensive language. All unknown or
alleged facts and quotations offered
by the author need to cite credible,
unbiased sources.

Send letters to:
The Chicopee Register,
24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069
or email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.
The deadline for
submissions is Tuesday at noon.

WE CARE ABOUT
YOUR NEWS!

The Chicopee Register
welcomes submissions
of news in or related to

Chicopee and its residents.
Our "People News," is filled
with submitted engagement
announcements, wedding
announcements, birth
announcements, your new
baby or news about your
25th or 50th anniversary
celebrations. Please e-mail
correspondence along with a
photo to chicopeeregister@
turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,
c/o Turley Publications,
24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers
to participate in this year’s election campaigns
by writing letters to the editor for publication
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be
received by noon Monday to be considered for
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters
will be printed. No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy will be printed.
If the volume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper, or if
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper
reserves the right to print a representative
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call the editor at
413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the news-
paper plans to print stories about contested
races for Congress, state Senate, state House,
district attorney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.
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The team at HB Real Estate poses for a group photo.

STROLL from page 1

because it is safe, clean, and
it’s something we have been
working on for a long time,
and we are really excited
about it,” Brooks said.

The event was spearheaded
by Ray Hoess-Brooks, who
shared how this stroll came
into fruition.

“I touted the idea that may-
be we could host this at the
brokerage, which could house
eight authors, but the response
from the authors was so amaz-
ing that, being tied with the
Planning Office, an idea then
came from City Planning
Director Lee Pouliot (who)
recommended ‘Why don’t
you have it at the Hub’, and
I responded ‘Is it going to be
ready?’ and Lee told me ‘It
will be ready,” Hoess-Brooks
said.

Hoess-Brooks said the goal
was a maximum of 25 authors,
but that quickly filled up to
where he had to turn some
away.

“l said, ‘I'm so sorry, I'm
beyond capacity, and I'll add
you to the top of the waiting
list ready for next year, and
in that moment, I felt let it be
known we will be doing an-
other Author Stroll next year,”
Hoess-Brooks said. “This is
going to be a yearly event, as
it’s part of the vision I current-
ly have.”

He also stressed the impor-
tance of helping raise aware-
ness and funds for 99 Church
Street, which is the Edward
Bellamy House, the city’s only
property listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.

Current president of the Ed-
ward Bellamy Memorial Asso-
ciation, Jason Amos, hosted a
table loaded with information
about Bellamy, along with
dozens of copies of “Looking
Backward.”

Amos explained the nov-
el was the third best-selling
novel of the 19th century in
the nation and is still in print
137 years after it was first pub-
lished, where, for a small do-
nation, attendees could pick up
the timeless classic.

“We are just glad to be in-
volved here, and Ray, who
organized the event, is on our

SALE

ADVERTISING

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person

board, and it’s just really great
to be here, be part of the com-
munity, and raise awareness
of who Edward Bellamy was,
and what our goal is with the
building in terms of restoration
and the use as a historic mu-
seum,” Amos said. “The com-
munity has been great, from
the Mayor’s Office, Planning
Department, and Communi-
ty Development Office, who
have just been terrific in sup-
porting us in trying to help us
get everything up and off the
ground, and the people who
have been supporting us have
been great.”

The Chicopee Historical So-
ciety was also in attendance,
represented by  President
Chester J Kobierski.

“I think this is a very good
idea because it exposes people
to various authors of various
categories, and it’s great for
us here for the community to
recognize and see our history
documented and honored from
where we once were,” Kobier-
ski said.

Kobierski shared the soci-
ety is in the process of getting
a museum-quality case to put
the Inshaw rifle on permanent
public display at the library,
and additional information on
the 1830s legacy weapon can
be found in the latest book
from the Historical Society,
which is now on sale.

He added that next year, the
society is working on securing
a grant to transfer cassette tape
recordings bearing interviews
of German POWs that were
held in captivity at Westover
Air Force Base during WWII
to digital and electronic for-
mats.

“We have roughly about
100 of them, and they worked
out in the farms, and the indi-
vidual who did this research
in the 1990s donated all four
volumes of his research, did a
PowerPoint presentation, and
actually interviewed 13 of the
POWSs on tape; so we are try-
ing to get this done profession-
ally because the tapes are start-
ing to deteriorate due to the
erosion of time from the past
30 years, which then would be
made available to all,” Kobier-
ski said.

Jackie Vermette, whose ta-
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Jason Amos, president of the Edward Bellany Memorial Asso-

ciation, holds up Bellamy’s famous book, “Looking Backward.”
The Author Stroll also helped raise awareness and funds for the

Edward Bellamy Museum.

ble was adorned in pink, spot-
lighted her brand that featured
hats, bookmarks, tumblers,
and at the center, her book
“Sweet Caroline and Hotflash-
es.”’

Vermette said it was a hu-
morous yet truthful memoir,
and one worth telling that
many gravitated towards.

“It’s a memoir about mid-
life, menopause, and all the
things that come with this
age,” Vermette said. “People
love the book, they all relate,
and we have to keep talking
and know that everything is
okay, and mid-life is not the
end, it’s a new chapter.”

Kathy Picard is a survivor of
childhood abuse, and an advo-
cate for child advocacy, along
with a proud animal humani-
tarian, as her latest novel is a
kids’ book titled “I Love You
Sso Much That...” in honor
of her longtime companion,
Abby, who passed away last
month on Nov. 18, living 15
years.

Every copy is paw-signed,
ensuring Abby’s legacy is for-
ever enshrined.

Picard also shared that both
Teddy and Barbara Hebert, the
owners of Teddy Bear Pools,
donated to purchase additional
copies, which were then hand-
ed out to attendees at the stroll.
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Thomas John Skarzynski
reads from his poetry book,
“Echoes of Reflections.”

“Abby’s book has been
read in many schools, such
as Szetela, hospitals, and a lot
of presentations that I do, so
it’s about keeping her legacy
alive, along with keeping our
children healthier and safer, by
the words that are in the book,”
Picard said.

She also discussed the im-
pact of telling her story of be-

Sweat Carobine
anil Hotflashesy

A shot of historical pieces from the Chicopee Historical Society.

ing a survivor holds meaning,
as also at her table was a copy
of her memoir, “Life with My
Idiot Family: A True Story of
Survival, Courage and Jus-
tice Over Childhood Sexual
Abuse.”

“My husband (Gary) and
I wrote my memoir, which
helped change the laws in
Massachusetts, and I was

the first one to go forward in
2015, and I won my case, so
it’s letting survivors know to
use their voice,” Picard said. “I
know even if it’s an audience
of one, that I can help that one
person in sharing my story, to
let them know it’s ok to talk
about and don’t be ashamed.
You’re not alone.”
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haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
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interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.
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MINI SPRING ROLLS & pakevsssss
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5399
BACON WRAPPED
SHRIMP 16.5 07 BOXurssssssssssssses
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SPOON ROAST
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You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications, a locally owned family
business, offers a competitive commission
structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to: & Happy Holidays?
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Publications, InC.  Email:jamie@turley.com

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.
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Beauty Batlles Lounge
5th Annual ‘Sponsor a

Teen for the

CHICOPEE - Beauty
Batlles Lounge is proud to
announce the return of our
heartfelt holiday initiative,’-
Sponsor a Teen Drive,” a
community-driven cause
dedicated to bringing gifts
and joy to teens in the De-
partment of Children and
Families, this holiday sea-
son. Last year, thanks to the
incredible generosity of our
community, we were able to
sponsor over 300 teens.

The advanced beauty and
wellness spa is dedicated
to enhancing confidence
and community through ad-
vanced self-care services
and compassionate outreach.
Striving to make a positive
impact in the lives of our
clients and neighbors. This
drive invites local residents,
businesses, and organizations
to help make the holidays
brighter for teens who may
otherwise go without gifts.
By sponsoring a teen, we can
provide meaningful presents
and essentials that remind
these young individuals they
are valued and remembered
during the holidays.

Event Highlights
Sponsor a Teen: Stop by
Beauty Batlles Lounge to se-
lect a teen and receive their

Holidays’
wishlist, or make a donation,
and the shopping will be
done for you!

Donation Link: https:/
square.link/u/QcrcealP

* Gift Drop Off: All pres-
ents must be dropped off by
Dec. 23 at 6 p.m. at Beauty,
Batlles Lounge, 46 Cabot St,
Chicopee, MA.

The Department of Chil-
dren and Families (DCF) will
be joining us at this special
event to receive gifts on be-
half of the teens. They ensure
that the presents are deliv-
ered to all teens on Christmas
morning, making it a special
day for them.

“The holidays can be es-
pecially tough for teens in
foster care,” says Ashley Bat-
lle, owner of Beauty Batlles
Lounge. “Our mission is to
build confidence and spread
kindness, and this campaign
is a way for our community
to come together and show
these teens they are on our
mind this holiday season.”

Every gift and donation
will go directly to a local teen
in DCF care in time for the
holidays. With the commu-
nity’s support, Beauty Bat-
lles Lounge hopes to ensure
that no teen goes without the
warmth, joy, and recognition
they deserve.

Final draft of Hazard
Mitigation Plan released

CHICOPEE - The City of
Chicopee has completed an
update to its Hazard Mitiga-
tion Plan (HMP) and is now
seeking public comment to
finalize and advance adop-
tion of the document.

The HMP identifies nat-
ural and environmental risks
— such as floods, storms,
wildfires, and impacts from
climate change — then out-
lines ways to reduce their ef-
fects. By planning ahead, the
City can better protect peo-
ple, property, and resources
from both sudden disasters
and long-term environmental
challenges.

Approval and adoption of
the HMP ensures that Chi-
copee remains eligible for
mitigation and emergency
response funding available
through state and feder-
al grant programs through
MEMA and FEMA.

FEMA Hazard Mitiga-
tion Assistance grant fund-
ing is available for projects
designed to reduce the im-
pacts of future disasters. Mit-
igation planning and actions
break the cycle of disaster
damage, reconstruction, and
repeated damage.

Chicopee’s plan update

was completed in partner-
ship by SLR International
and a local hazard mitigation
planning team — consisting
of representatives from City
Departments and community
stakeholders including com-
prehensive feedback from
residents.

All residents, business
owners, and other Chicop-
ee stakeholders are strongly
encouraged to review and
offer feedback on the HMP
final draft. The draft HMP is
available for review at https://
chicopee-planning-depart-
ment-chicopeema.hub.arc-
gis.com/pages/sustainability
or at the Chicopee Planning
Department, City Hall, 274
Front Street, 4th Floor, Chi-
copee, MA. The draft HMP
is available in English and
Spanish.

Comments, concerns, and
questions regarding the draft
plan should be submitted via
email to pcollins @chicopee-
ma.gov or by phone at (413)
594-1482. All responses will
be utilized solely for the pur-
pose of finalizing the HMP
for approval and adoption.

The public comment pe-
riod will conclude on Mon-
day, Dec. 22 at 5 p.m.

i
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WREATHS from page 1

icated to West Virginia Army
National Guard Specialist Sar-
ah Beckstrom, who received
a gunshot wound on Nov. 26
while on duty in Washington,
D.C. She died the next day, on
Nov. 27, Thanksgiving Day.

A moment was also ded-
icated to Gold Star Families.

In his remarks, Dion re-
flected on how millions of
Americans are  gathering
across the country “as one na-
tion to remember, honor and
teach.”

“Lying here before us and
in cemeteries throughout this
nation are men and women
who gave their lives so that
we can live in freedom and
without fear. We can worship
as we see fit. We can raise
our children to believe as we
do. We are free to vote for the
leaders of our choosing. And,
we have the right to succeed
and we have the right to fail
at whatever endeavor we wish
to pursue,” Dion said. “The
United States of America was
founded on the ideals of free-
dom, justice and equality. Our
Nation stands as a shining
beacon of liberty and freedom
to the world. We thank those
who gave their lives to keep
us free and we shall not forget
you. We shall remember.”

Dion said, “Now, more
than ever, we reflect on our
nation’s veterans and active
duty service members who
have had and continue to fight

~ Cpl Mike “Pappy” Boyington
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Specialist E-4 Al Picard is joined by his wife, Terry, as he lays the
wreath for the United States Army.

to protect the innocent and op-
pressed.”

“This nation has always
been the first to stand up for
the freedom of people from
around the world. Many of
you here today have answered
that call and served your coun-
try well. For this, we say,
‘Thank you’ and we are hon-
ored to know you,” Dion said.

As parishioners placed
wreaths on Veterans’ graves,
Samoylich, the vice president
of the Veterans’ Appreciation
& Support Club, explained
he was honored to place the
wreath for those who are pris-
oners of war and missing in
action.

laid the wreath to honor the
United States Marine Corps.

“I just always feel, par-
ticularly, a soft spot for those
who don’t get the physical
recognition of coming back
home or getting to have a
proper memorial for them,”
Samoylich said.

For the Space Force,
Gleason said not a lot of peo-
ple are veterans of that branch.
This military branch was es-
tablished in 2019.

“I step up every year. It’s
my fourth year doing Space
Force, placing the wreath for
it,” Gleason said.

Samoylich said he joined
the club to do more and looked
at extracurriculars, being part
of it for two years now.

“I felt the Veterans Club
really spoke to me in helping
our community out and show-
ing support,” Samoylich said.

For Gleason, he’s been
part of the club throughout all
four years.

“I found it during orienta-
tion freshman year and it felt
right to do. Just help out the
community, help out the veter-
ans who need help,” Gleason
said.

The boys were thrilled to
see many people come out for
the event and give their time to
lay the wreaths.

“I just really enjoy the
process, seeing everyone to-
gether and do something very
meaningful, very supportive,”
Samoylich said.

Geoffrey Gleason, a member
of the Veterans’ Appreciation
& Support Club, carries the
wreath to honor the Space
Force.

“It’s very supportive.
It’s very nice to see everyone
show up. Each year, the crowd
gets bigger and bigger. It’s
always nice to see how many
people show up and to help
out just like we want to help
out,” Gleason said.

Their message was this.

“Thank you for anyone
who came to participate and if
this interview’s your first time
hearing about this, then I'd
say there’s more events than
you think about. There’s more
things that you can go to and
participate, whether it’s fund-
raisers or just showing sup-
port,” Samoylich said. “The
least you can do is, next year,
if you can remember it, that
around this time we’re trying
to raise money for wreaths for
this event. So, even just buy-
ing one or two can be a great
way to show your support for
the Veterans community.”

“It’s very helpful and it
shows. It’s a great apprecia-
tion. There’s a lot more to do
than just place a wreath and
buy a wreath. We pick them
up, we do many more events
than just the Wreaths Across
America. So, if you want to
help out, there’s more we can
do than just today,” Gleason
said.

PNA from page 1

of fresh kielbasa donated by
Blue Seal Kielbasa, home-
made kapusta courtesy of
PNA Lodge 711 President
Joanne Cebula, and pierogies
from an anonymous resident
in the city, which garnered
unanimous praise from every-
one in attendance.

Also among the volun-
teers were members from the
National Honor Society at
Minnechaug Regional High
School in Wilbraham, along
with members of the Wilbra-
ham PNA Lodge 3276, taking
part in the festivities.

In addition to families
from Chicopee and Wilbra-
ham and Hampden, families
from Ludlow and Belcher-
town and other surrounding
communities also were in at-
tendance at the event.

Reflecting on the overall
success of the gathering was
Teresa Sherman, financial
secretary, treasurer, and sales
representative for the PNA
Lodge 711.

“This event is a great
way of getting people to-
gether, and we look forward
to having the party because
I have been coming since I
was three years old, and it’s

always been a great memo-
ry,” Sherman said. “It’s also
heartwarming to see familiar
faces such as my granddaugh-
ter, who continues to keep
the Polish tradition alive, and
it truly means a lot, and she
just enjoys volunteering, and
we’re very happy to have the
volunteers from all parts of
the community.”

. >
The kids got to do a group photo with Santa.

Her granddaughter, Al-
exa, felt it was a full circle
moment, as she explained
the times of her childhood,
going to the party and help-
ing her grandmother any way
she could. Also, what this op-
portunity means to the Min-
nechaug kids.

“Being here and helping
coordinate all elements show-

cases what the values of our
school truly embody, which
are challenge, honor, adapt,
understanding and grow, and
it’s a great platform to help
those in need, while keeping
the Christmas Spirit alive,”
she said.

The biggest takeaway of
the afternoon was when good
ole St. Nick, Santa Claus, en-

.

TURLEY PHOTO BY BRENDAN ROONEY

tered the room, to everyone
in attendance singing “Jingle
Bells,” before all the children
in attendance lined up for a
group photo, and waited pa-
tiently for their name to be
called.

Mr. Claus then handed
out presents, which warmed
the hearts of all, before he
made it clear he had to get

back to the North Pole, as
Christmas was only a few
weeks away; however, before
he left, he discussed the im-
portance of these events along
with shedding some light on
what some kids are asking for
this holiday season.

“They don’t really re-
quest a whole lot, and the
committee puts packages to-
gether for them, along with
my elves’ supervision, and I
want to add that I have never
met more polite and engag-
ing young people, and it’s
just an honor for me to come
down from the North Pole ev-
ery year to do this,” he said.
“I also want to add that this
partnership all started with
the Chicopee Rotary Club,
and we were honored to give
back, and I just want to note
that being here gives me a
feeling of self-worth.”

Also, credit to late Rotar-
ian Gene Krizek who helped
the Rotary Club bring along
Santa.”

The event was a resound-
ing success, exemplifying
what the true meaning of the
holidays entails: a sense of
community, giving back, and
keeping societal and family
traditions alive and well in an
ever-changing reality.
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ABOVE: Landon
Johnson,of
South Hadley,
heads into
the offensive
Zone.

Chicopee’s
Aiden Na-
deau looks
to shoot.

Northbridge 2

HOLYOKE - Last Satur-

day, it was the season opener
for the third season of Chi-
copee’s co-op hockey team.
This year, players on the
team come from Chicopee,
Chicopee =~ Comprehensive,
Granby, and South Hadley.
The Pacers hosted North-
bridge at Fitzpatrick
Rink in Holyoke and
both teams scored sin-
gle goals in all three
periods, resulting in a
3-3 draw. Anthony Bon-
afilia, Braydon LaDuke,
and Landon Johnson had
Chicopee’s goals. Goalie
Carter Gouin had 24 saves.
After facing Oliver Ames on
the road, Chicopee will face

Ambherst on Saturday,
- Dec. 27 at 2 p.m. at

Fitzpatrick Rink. South

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Comp’s Landyn Klein looks to get a stick on the puck.

Hadley’s

Mason Peters
angles toward

the goal.

wWww.sports. turley com

Colts grab win at
UMass over Pacers

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AMHERST—Brody Fay is
one of the five seniors listed
on the Chicopee Comp boys’
varsity basketball roster.

Playing in his fourth game
at the annual Pioneer Val-
ley Tip-Off, Fay scored a
game-high 23 points leading
the Colts to an 86-49 season
opening Vvictory over cross-
town rival Chicopee High at
the UMass Mullins Center,
last Friday night.

“We lost in this game last
year and we really wanted to
beat them this year,” Fay said.
“It’s always a great experi-
ence playing a game here. We
came out strong and set the
tone at the start of tonight’s
game.”

As a freshman, Fay scored
16 points which helped his
team defeat the Pacers, 62-57
in the Pioneer Valley Tip-Off.
Fay was named the Player of
the game in that contest.

The following season, Fay
scored 11 points in another
victory against the Pacers on
the Mullins Center court.

Chicopee High squeaked
out a 51-50 win in last year’s
Tip-off, which the returning
Comp players haven’t forgot-
ten about.

Comp’s other four seniors
are Modesto Galindrez, who
didn’t play in the game, Col-
by Paul (9 points), Mario
Lavertue (2 points), and Fran-
cis Jordan (2 points).

“Brody is our only senior
who played for the varsi-
ty team as a freshman,” said
Comp head coach Gavin
Miller. “He was the Player of
the Game as a freshman, and
he was selected for the same
award in tonight’s game. He
has worked very hard and is a
dedicated basketball player.”

Fay, who hasn’t made his
college decision, was select-
ed as the Player of the game
for the second time following
this year’s contest. He came
very close to posting a dou-
ble-double as he finished with
9 rebounds.

Junior Elijah Kleps accom-

plished the milestone with 13
points and 11 rebounds.

The other two Colts dou-
ble digit scorers were junior’s
Xavier Kleps (14 points) and
Jacoby Haney (16 points).

Fay and Haney each made
three 3-pointers.

Gavin Miller’s brother,
Jordan, is the Chicopee High
head coach.

“The Chicopee High and
Comp game is always very
special. We’re looking for-
ward to playing Comp at the
end of the regular season,”
Jordan Miller said. “It’s also
special getting to play a game
at the Mullins Center.”

The Pacers were led offen-
sively by senior Dominic Gar-
cia with 17 points and junior
Jabari Flowers with 16 points.
No other Chicopee High play-
er scored more than six points
in the contest.

Garcia scored the game
winning basket in last year’s
meeting on the home court of
the UMass Minutemen.

The only other Chicopee
High senior is Rafael Aviles
Jr., who didn’t score any
points.

There wasn’t very much
drama in the first meeting of
this season between the cross-
town rivals.

Elijah Kleps scored six
points which helped the Colts
build a 16-2 lead in the mid-
dle of the opening quarter.

The Pacers responded with
a 10-3 run. A Garcia lay-up
closed the gap to 19-12 in the
final seconds of the first quar-
ter.

Comp, who outscored High,
26-16, in the second quarter,
headed into the locker room
holding a comfortable 46-28
halftime advantage.

The third quarter was even-
ly played, but the Pacers were
still trailing, 62-45 entering
the final eight minutes of the
contest.

The Colts then put it into
cruise control in the fourth
quarter, as they outscored the
Pacers, 24-4.

Comp is scheduled to host
Chicopee High on February
6.

CHICOPEE - Last Sat-
urday, Chicopee wrestling,
which is a co-op program
featuring Chicopee High and
Chicopee Comprehensive,
took part in the Knight-Hawk
Classic at neighboring Holy-
oke High School. Chicop-
ee would finish fourth at the
meet with 127 points. The big
winner for Chicopee was Mi-
chael Jenkins, who won the
157 pound bracket. Coming
up with a third place finish

Gavin Costa tackles his opponent.

was Giovanni Moye at 138
pounds, and Peyton Rogers at
190 pounds.

Chicopee wrestles
at Knight-Hawk

Giovanni Moye wrestling in a match at 138 pounds.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Derek Lopez holds
the advantage.

L |
Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that
recently ran in one of
our publications. Go to

newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

DRY FIREWOOD
Oak/maple, cut/split/delivered,
$300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more.
Edwin Wroblewski Logging,
413-824-0731.

Buying standing timber,
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2xxx*xxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years experi-
ence. No job too small.

Cell (413)330-3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.
Call John at (413) 206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

TI*"
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ADLINE
In observance of NNEW VYEAR'’S for
Dec. 29-Jan. 2 newspapers there will be an
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!

Place vour advertisement no later than

Thurs., Dec. 26 at 3 p.m.
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INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954,

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Interior
painting/staining, wallpaper removal, wall/
ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting. Qual-
ity workmanship, fully insured. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-896-8264.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

TUNE-UPS

BLOWER & LAWNMOWER

P & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

SNOWPLOWING

RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.
Wilbraham residential only Call or Text
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

CASH FOR
JUN
ABLE

AND REPA

C

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry
Framing * Drywall «
Painting = & more!

or call: 413-283-8393

A DR
1 2 3 4
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: Q MasterCard QaVISA 1 Discover a Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Ccvwv
Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTONN

bar

HUBBARDSTON
§ o
NEW BRANTREE

WEsT NORTH
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFELD

e

et
\BROOKFE

BRNFELD

WALES {_ HOLLAND

STURBRIDGE

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

LUDLOW PUBLIC SCHOOL
DISTRICT PARA-EDUCATOR.
Submit resume and letter of intent to:
www.schoolspring.com

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is
looking for mature, responsible adults with
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

VETERANS’ SERVICE
OFFICER POSITION

The Town of Sturbridge is accepting ap-
plications to fill the part-time, 10 hours per
week, Veteran' Service Officer position.
The position will act as a Veterans' Agent
and thus requires all appropriate State and
Federal certification.
Applications are available on-line on the
Town of Sturbridge website under job op-
portunities.
https://www.sturbridge.gov/
your-government/pages/
job-opportunities
The position is non-union and reports to
the Town Administrator. The Town is an
Equal Opportunity Employer (EOE).

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, I-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

|_FOR RENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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PUBLIC NOTICES

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
UNDER M.G.L. c. 183A, §6
AND M.G.L. c. 254, §5
AND §5A
UNIT 6026C, DOVERBROOK
ESTATES CONDOMINIUM
70 GREENWOOD
TERRACE,
CHICOPEE,
MASSACHUSETTS

By virtue of Judgment of the
Chicopee District Court (Civil
Docket No. 2320CV000243) in
favor of the DOVERBROOK
ESTATES  CONDOMINIUM
against MICHAEL J. AXTON
establishing a lien pursuant to
M.G.L. c. 183A, §6 on the real
estate known as 70 Greenwood
Terrace, Unit 6026C, in the Do-
verbrook Estates Condominium,
for the purpose of satisfying such
lien, pursuant to M.G.L. c. 254,
§5 and §5A, the real estate be
sold at Public Auction at 11:00
O’CLOCK A.M. on the 20TH
DAY OF JANUARY, A.D. 2026
at the premises located at 70
Greenwood Terrace, Unit 6026C,
Chicopee, Massachusetts. The
premise to be sold is more partic-
ularly described as follows:

All that certain parcel of land
situated in Chicopee, Hampden
County, Massachusetts, more
particularly described in Exhibit
“A” attached hereto.

As per M.G.L. Chapter 188,
sect.13, the Grantor, under oath
and subject to the pains and pen-
alties of perjury, does hereby de-
pose, state and certify that: (i) I
release all rights of Homestead
in the subject realty, (ii) that no
spouse, non-owner spouse, for-
mer spouse, or any other person
resides in the home, and (iii) at
the time of delivery of this deed,
no spouse, former spouse, or any
other person is entitled to claim
the benefit of an existing estate of
homestead.

Being the same premises con-
veyed to the grantor by deed dat-
ed November 2, 2010, recorded
in the Hampden Country Regis-
try of Deeds, Book 18531, Page
33.

EXHIBIT “A”

The Unit 6026C contains 871
square feet of building area, more
or less, and is laid out as shown
on the Unit Plan attached here-
to and recorded herewith, which
Unit Plan is a copy of a portion of
the plans recorded with the Mas-
ter Deed. A verified statement in
the form provided for in Section
9, Chapter 183A, of the General
Laws of Massachusetts, is at-
tached to such Unit Plan.

The Unit is conveyed together
with a 0.1621917% undivided
interest (subject to adjustment in
accordance with the applicable
provisions of the Master Deed) in
the Common Areas and Facilities
as defined and described in the
Master Deed. The Unit is subject
to and has the benefit of all ap-
plicable provisions contained in
the Master Deed (including the
provisions granting exclusive use
rights), and in the Declaration
of Trust (including by-Laws) of
the Doverbrook Estates Condo-
minium Trust dated December 3,
1982 and recorded in Hampden
County Registry of Deeds, Book
5351, Page 220, and the rules and
regulations from time to time ad-
opted thereunder by said Trust,
including without limitation the
provisions for assessment of
common expenses.

The Unit is also conveyed to-
gether with an exclusive right
to use: (a) the parking space as-
signed to the Unit in Exhibit B to
the Master Deed and shown on
the Site Plan recorded with the
Master Deed; (b) the garden area
adjacent to the Unit as shown on
the Site Plan; and (c) the storage
area, if any, assigned to the Unit
in Exhibit B to the Master Deed
and shown on the Site Plan.

Except as otherwise provid-
ed in paragraph 8 of the Master
Deed, the Unit is intended to be
used for residential purposes. The
Unit is subject to the restrictions
on use contained in paragraph 9
of the Master Deed, which are
incorporated by reference.

The Grantee is acquiring the
Unit with the benefit of, and sub-
ject to the provisions of Chapter
183A of the General Laws of
Massachusetts relating to condo-
miniums, as that Statute is writ-
ten as the date hereof, and as it
may in the future be amended.

Grantee, for Grantee and
Grantee’s successors and assigns,
as owners of the Unit, by exe-
cuting and accepting this Deed,
hereby appoints and constitutes
Grantor, and Grantor’s succes-
sors and assigns, as Grantee’s
true and lawful attorney-in-fact
with full power coupled with an
interest which cannot be revoked,
to vote for, execute, acknowl-
edge, deliver and record (i) one or
more amendments to the Master
Deed, pursuant to paragraph 12
thereof, for the purpose of adding
additional phases to the Condo-
minium (ii) one or more amend-
ments to the Master Deed, and
deeds, easements or other instru-
ments, pursuant to paragraph 14
of the Master Deed, for the pur-
pose of dedicating streets within
the Condominium, in whole or in
part, as public ways; and (iii) one
or more amendments to the Mas-
ter Deed, and deeds, easements
or other instruments, pursuant to
paragraph 4 of the Master Deed,
for the purpose of conveying a
parcel of land within the Condo-
minium to the City of Chicopee
as war memorial.

Being the same premises con-
veyed by Quitclaim Deed from
Doris I. Hebert and William V.
Guiel, Jr. to Michael J. Axton
dated January 26, 2022 and re-
corded with the Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book
24375, Page 343.

Said Unit is subject to any/
and all covenants, easements,
encroachments, conditions, re-
strictions and agreements effect-
ing the unit whether recorded or
unrecorded.

TERMS: A deposit payable in
cash or certified bank check or
money order of $5,000.00 shall
be payable at the Auction and the
balance of the payment shall be
payable by cash, certi-
fied bank check, money order
or wired funds within thirty (30)
days of the Auction.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale, including a minimum
bid and the right to reject all bids
if none are acceptable.

DOVERBROOK ESTATES
CONDOMINIUM
By Its Attorney,

Dated: December 9, 2025
Gina M. Desrochers
(BBO #681910)
Perkins & Anctil, P.C.
6 Lyberty Way, Suite 201
Westford, MA 01886
(978) 496-2000
gdesrochers @perkinslawpc.com
12/19, 12/26/2025, 01/02/2026

CITY OF CHICOPEE
ELECTRIC LIGHT
LEGAL NOTICE

Chicopee Electric Light is
updating its rate tariffs effec-
tive January 1, 2026 as detailed
below. The changes in the rates
will more accurately represent
CEL’s costs to provide distribu-
tion, transmission and generation
services to its customers while
ensuring the necessary resources
to provide reliable, high quality
service. For updates, please refer
to the rate section on Chicopee
Electric Lights website at celd.
com/electric-service-rates. Tar-
iffs being modified are listed
with their updated M.D.P.U num-
bers as follows:

M.D.P.U. No. 146 — Battery
Energy Storage System Station
Service

M.D.P.U. No. 147 — Industrial

M.D.PU. No. 148 — Large
General Service

M.D.PU. No. 149 - Large
General Service — Off Peak Heat-
ing and Water Heating Service

M.D.PU. No. 150 — Small
General Service
M.D.PU. No. 151 - Small

General Service — Off Peak Heat-
ing and Water Heating Service

M.D.P.U. No. 152 — Residen-
tial Service

M.D.P.U. No. 153 — Residen-
tial Service — Off Peak Heating
and Water Heating Service

M.D.P.U. No. 154 — Security
and Contract Lighting

Filed — December 15, 2025

City of Chicopee Municipal

Lighting Plant

725 Front Street

Chicopee, Massachusetts

01020

(413) 598-8311

http://www.celd.com
12/19/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD24P0392EA
Estate of:

Helen Victoria Ciejek
Date of Death: 08/27/2023
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
ORDER OF COMPLETE
SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of
Complete Settlement has
been filed by Daniel S. Ciejek
of Castle Rock, CO request-
ing that the court enter a formal
Decree of Complete Settlement
including the allowance of a
final account, a determination
of testacy and heirs at law and
other such relief as may be
requested in the Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
01/20/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the
return day, action may be
taken without further notice
to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M. Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: December 17, 2025
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
12/19/2025

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on January 2nd
at Interstate Towing, Inc the fol-
lowing Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2015 Honda Civic

VIN: 19XFB2F76FE259175
Alica Ashe

73 Broad Reach Unit T84C

Weymouth, MA 02191

2009 Mercedes Benz M1350
VIN: 4JGBB86E79A445097
Howard Heckstall

88 Cross St. Bsmt
Southbridge, MA 01550

2014 Volkswagen Jetta

VIN: 3VW637AJ3EM331688
Brittany Dulude

26 James St.

East Longmeadow, MA

2014 Mercedes Cla 250

VIN: WDDSJ4GB3EN146638
Adrian Velez Cotto

50 Lawndale St.

Chicopee, Ma 01020

2010 Nissan Sentra

vin: 3nlab6ap8al620972
Jonathon Acevedo

385 Water St.

Indian Orchard, MA 01151

Transpro Tank

VIN: LLPTGLHEA4S1850365
Angel Toledo

5 Worcester Pl., Apt. 3
Holyoke, MA 01040

2013 Nissan Altima

VIN: IN4AL3APXDN440346
Hector Preez

20 Clinton Ave.

Westfield, MA 01085

2006 Ford Focus

VIN: 1FAFP34N76W201547
Katheleen Greenwood

89 Coleman St., Apt. 834
West Haven, CT 06516

12/19, 12/26/2025, 01/02/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant to
the provisions of G.L. c. 255, sec-
tion 39A, that on December 19th,
2025 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2004 Nissan Sentra

VIN: 3N1CB51A041.481424
Jonathan Almanzar

71 Midian Ave.

Windsor, CT 06095

2017 Hyundai Tucson

VIN: KM8J33A45HU448068
Brenden Silbaugh

182 Old Farm Rd
Springfield, MA 01119

2006 Cadillac SRX

VIN: 1GYEE637460172196
Lucia Entwistle

1250 E Mountain Rd
Westfield, MA 01085

2010 Ford Escape

VIN: IFMCUODG5AKA62648
Julio Duran Rivera

69 Court St., Apt. 3

Westfield, MA 01085

2004 Scion XB

VIN: JTLKT324140155989
Sean Lavigne

110 Valley View Ave.
Woronoco, MA 01097

2006 Jeep Liberty

VIN: 1J4GL38K36W290182
Andy Butterfield

227 Rockinghamp St.
Bellow Falls, VT 05101

2008 Hyundai Tiburon

vin: Kmhhm66d98u285091
Andrew Burns

1697 Westover Rd.
Chicopee, MA 01020
12/05, 12/12, 12/19/2025

SALE OF MOTOR
VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255
Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by

Interstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on December
26th at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and

expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2008 BMW X3
WBXPC93448WJ08979
HENRY GRIMES

171 PROSPECT ST

EAST LONGMEADOW, MA
01028

2012 HONDA ACCORD
1HGCP2F34CA242750
STANLEY EDMONDS
67 QUEBEC ST. APT 2L
INDIAN ORCHARD, MA
01151

2012 CHEVROLET MALIBU
1G1ZB5E05CF215293
TAMARRI LOPEZ CARDONA
12 BAYONNE ST APT 2L
SPRINGFIELD, MA 01105

2011 HYUNDAI SONATA
SNPEC4AC0BH299492
DESEANA RENEE DAVIS
906 OAKWOOD AVE
TOLEDO, OH, 43607

2014 AUDI A6
WAUFGAFC5EN017249
SHANE CONLIN

16A WENDOVER RD
WORCESTER, MA 01606

2006 BUICK RENDEZVOUS
3G5DB03L86S542456
MARIA RAMOS

18 BRISTOL ST
SPRINGFIELD, MA 01109

2025 TAIZHOU ZHILONG
HZ2TCDM4351006043
EDWARD OTERO

51 KINGS LANE
SPRINGFIELD, MA 01109

2009 NISSAN SENTRA
3N1AB61EX91.649271
Diedra Elizabeth Sevcik

160 STAFFORD ST
SSTAFFORD SPRINGS, CT
06076

2003 FORD ESCAPE
1FMCU94183K(C85298
CHARLES T RIBARDO
953 CARLETON ROAD,
WESTFIELD, MA 07090

12/12, 12/19, 12/26/25

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD25P2558EA
Estate of:

BRIAN R ORMSBY
Date of Death:
NOVEMBER 14, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner KRISTEN L
LABONTE of CHICOPEE,
MA.

KRISTEN L LABONTE of
CHICOPEE, MA has been in-
formally appointed as the Person-
al Representative of the estate to
serve without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

12/19/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD18P1917GD
In the Interests of:
Manuel E Pichirilo, Jr.

Of: Chicopee, MA
RESPONDENT
Incapacitated Person/
Protected Person
CITATION GIVING NOTICE
OF PETITION FOR
RESIGNATION OF A
GUARDIAN OF AN
INCAPACITATED
PERSON

To the named Respondent
and all other interested persons,
a petition has been filed by
Daisy Lastra of Chicopee, MA
in the above captioned matter
requesting that the court:

Accept the Resignation of the
Guardian of the Respondent.

The petition asks the court
to make a determination that the
Guardian and/or Conservator
should be allowed to resign;
or should be removed for good
cause; or that the Guardianship
and/or Conservatorship is no
longer necessary and therefore
should be terminated. The orig-
inal petition is on file with the
court.

You have the right to object
to this proceeding. 1f you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before
10:00 A.M. on the return date
of 01/09/2026. This day is NOT
a hearing date, but a deadline
date by which you have to file
the written appearance if you
object to the petition. If you fail
to file the written appearance by
the return date, action may be
taken in thls matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition
to filing the written appearance,
you or your attorney must file a
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your
objection within 30 days after
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this pro-
ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expenses.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court
Date: December 11, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
12/19/2025

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

Chicopee Register

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

413.283.8393 ¢ classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer 80 Main St., Ware

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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DL&G TREE

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

wr L

INSURED AND CERTIFIED



