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A group photo comprised of the Melha Shriners, Mayor John Vieau and members of the Chicopee Fire and Police Departments
after first responders received a donation of 33 comfort kits, showing off the teddy bears.

Melha Shriners donate comfort kits

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Kkrivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The Mel-
ha Shriners and area Masons
visited the fire department’s
Station 3 on Dec. 17 to do-
nate comfort kits to first re-
sponders.

The donation is part
of Project Delta, an ongo-
ing state-wide initiative that
originated in Braintree and
is named after founder Del-
ta Lodge, providing first re-
sponders free comfort kits
for children experiencing a

traumatic situation, whether
it’d be a fire, domestic vio-
lence, severe automobile ac-
cidents and more.

Mayor John Vieau
thanked the Shriners for sup-
porting the first responders.

“Knowing that these
packages will be available
for families. Look, when
they’re at their worst, some-
one needs to comfort some-
body and these bags will go
a long way, so thank you for
that and your generosity,”
Vieau said. “What you do as
an entity is very special and
we’re glad you’re part of our

Chicopee family, so thank
you. I'm glad you invested
in the city and we’re excited
to continue partnerships with
you.”

Michael White, Region-
al Director - Northeast, Mar-
keting and Communications
for Shriners International,
stressed the importance of
the comfort kits.

“As you know, as first
responders, you come upon
a scene, you got to bring the
child to safety. The last thing
you want to do is have them
run back into the house and
go back for that comfort item

that they need. So, this is go-
ing to be available in your
fire engines, your ambulanc-
es, the back of your cruisers,”
White said. “Each kit has
four bears in here and then
the bags, also, serve a sec-
ondary purpose. If you're in
a household where the child
cannot go back in—whether
it’s a domestic abuse situa-
tion or it’s a fire, something
devastating—they can use
this to collect some of their
personal items, their tooth-
brush, quick underwear kind

See SHRINERS page 3
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Chicopee Gomp High School
hosts Winter Goncert

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - On Thurs-
day, Dec. 18, Chicopee Com-
prehensive High School held
their annual Winter Concert to
showcase the chorus and band.

The concert included so-
los done by talented students,
group numbers involving all
the members of choir and
band, as well as trios and du-
ets coming together to use
their talents to create some-
thing truly special. The choir
performed a traditional ple-
na from Puerto Rico called
“Temporal.”

The choir was comple-
mented by hand drums called
panderetas. Included in the

performance was a tradition-
al dance called Danza de Ve-
jigantes, worn for the dance
are beautiful colorful cos-
tumes resembling mythical
figures. After the choir per-
formance, the band took the
stage.

The band worked togeth-
er using their instruments to
showcase how amazing music
can be. The performance end-
ed with chorus and band per-
forming together.

The chorus teacher, band
teacher and CCHS principal
shared their reflections on the
Winter Concert with us. Na-
talia Borowiec, who has been

See WNTER CONCERT
page 5
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Band Teacher Matt Sypek, Chorus Teacher Natalia Borowiec, and
choir member Abdul Hai at the CCHS Winter Concert.

Chicopee named ‘Most
Affordable City’

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The city
of Chicopee has been recog-
nized as the most affordable
city by Family Destinations
Guide.

Chicopee was ranked
number one on the list, with
public transportation, the
library, property taxes and
utility costs, local grocery
stores and markets offering
reasonable prices noted as
the factors for the ranking. It
was also one of three West-
ern Massachusetts commu-
nities that made the list, with
Holyoke and Springfield
also included.

The average home price
is around $300,000, which is
well below the state average.

Readers can check
out the article here at fam-
ilydestinationsguide.com/
social-security-cities-massa-
chusetts/.

Mayor John Vieau ex-
pressed gratitude for the city
receiving this recognition,
explaining someone had
reached out to him after see-
ing the article.

“We’ve always tried to
keep Chicopee affordable
and to be recognized for that
is something very special,”
Vieau said. “So, it’s not just
me. It’s the Financial Team
that I work with continuous-
ly to try to find creative ways
to keep progress going, but
at a pace that we can afford
and that’s been a goal.”

Vieau noted there has
been recent challenges due
to inflation, shrinkflation—
which is when companies re-
duce size, quantity or quality
of a product while the price
remains the same or increas-
es—the economy, tariffs and
health insurance increases.
However, the goal of afford-
ability remains top of mind,

citing examples such as the
city having a municipally
owned electric company
through Chicopee Electric
Light, which keeps rates af-
fordable for residents.

“It’s hard to keep that
balance of employee raises
and also maintaining ser-
vices and living within our
means, and it’s been a true
challenge—and I can tell
you firsthand—a very diffi-
cult one,” Vieau said. “We
value all employees who
provide great services.”

Vieau said things like
the senior center, the police
department, education and
more are factors that are “es-
sential to a great communi-
ty” as well, emphasizing that
affordability has been one of
his biggest goals since tak-

ing office in 2019.
For affordable housing,
recent examples include

the opening of the Belcher
Apartments in November,
which has affordable and
market-rate apartments, and
the groundbreaking for the
Singing Bridge Residences,
an eight-story residential
complex of mixed-income
housing comprising 105
units at the former Face-
mate property that will open
upon completion in Summer
2027.

“I’ve watched what hap-
pens to certain communities
as they grow, they grow to
the point where blue-collar
Chicopee people can’t afford
to live here anymore and I
can’t let that happen. So, it’s
a real focus,” Vieau said. “I
know that everyone’s taxes
went up. We’re in some very
difficult times and trying
to—like I mentioned—re-
tain the talent of the employ-
ee workforce by giving them
appropriate raises so we can
retain that talent and, also,

See CHICOPEE page 6

Some attendees had fun posing at the photobooth together for group photos.

RiverMills celebrates Christmas
with holiday luncheon, dinner

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - The
Friends of RiverMills hosted
a Holiday Luncheon and Din-
ner events on Dec. 18, a week
before Christmas.

Like  last  month’s
Thanksgiving Luncheon and
Dinner events, attendees

could either attend the lun-
cheon event earlier in the day
or the dinner event in the eve-
ning. The cash bar was avail-
able at the dinner.

In addition, those in at-
tendance were also treated to
50/50 raffles which consisted
of 10 lunch tickets and two
additional tickets for the next
‘Friends’ dinner that would
be good for next year, and a
home-cooked Prime Rib meal
with mashed potatoes, green
beans, and a roll. The main
form of entertainment was
the ensemble Soular Eclipse
who covered a variety of hol-
iday classics that had many
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A happy couple taking in the atmosphere.

off their feet and on the dance
floor during the dinner event.

The special event offered
a point of closure for the end
of this current year, and like
always helming the ship and
ensuring every single detail
was perfect was the lead-
ership of current President
Mike Wilk.

“It truly makes me happy
to see everyone come out. You

know people are dressed up
in Christmas gear - sweaters,
Santa hats, reindeer ears, and
you can see the band is great,
and overall the lasting effect
is that everyone is having a
great time, and this is a per-
fect opportunity to socialize,”
Wilk said. “It allows many to
get out of the house, have a

See RIVERMILLS page 6

MassDOT
held public
hearing on
Veterans
Bridge

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE — Mass-
DOT held a public meeting
in the library’s Bazan Com-
munity Room on Dec. 15 to
inform the public and cap-
ture public comment about
the upcoming replacement
of the Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial Bridge in the city.

The project is set to be
a three-stage replacement
and development cycle that
is currently still considered
in its ‘infancy’ as it looks to
be a seven-year project, with
completion set for Spring of
2032, barring any potential
setbacks.

The estimated budget
for the project is currently
$145.7 million.

The presentation was
led and introduced by proj-
ect manager Aleksey Belov,
who offered a brief timeline
of how the idea for this proj-
ect originated, highlighting
that the bridge was built in
1979. He then pivoted to that
during a routine inspection
in 2022, it was revealed that
the means of transportation
is officially reaching the end
of its life cycle, as many
have classified the current
condition as ‘poor shape’
due to apparent deterioration
that has now spread to the
super and substructure.

From there, MassDOT
greenlighted the project in
2024, just two years later,
citing conclusion that the
bridge now requires imme-

See VETERANS
BRIDGE page 6
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CPL’s New Book Club, Books & Banter

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - On Dec.
17, the library hosted its sec-
ond meeting for their new
book club, “Books and Ban-
ter.”

The club is run by Ac-
cess Services Librarian
Kyleigh Morin.

During this latest meet-
ing, the club met at 6:30
p-m. in the conference room
in the library located on the
lower level. There was a
good turnout for the club;
everyone was ready to dis-
cuss the previously decided
upon book, “The House-
maid” by Freida McFadden.

Provided at the club
were handouts showing the
agenda, homemade book-
marks and cookies made by
one of the club members.
First were introductions, fol-
lowed by an open discussion
about the book.

Topics discussed includ-
ed the timeline of the novel,
character’s flaws, symbolism
in the novel, as well as likes
and dislikes about the book.

Morin shared a bit about
why she started Books and
Banter and what she hopes
the club can provide for the
community.

“The library had been
talking for a while about

adding a new book club, and
this fall I decided to take it
on. I'm really passionate
about showing people that
modern libraries can be true
community spaces. You can
come here to borrow books
and movies, but you can
also come to connect with
other people. With that idea
in mind, I created Books &
Banter as a casual book club
focused on popular, trend-
ing reads you might see on
BookTok or Bookstagram,
and discussing them the way
you would with a friend,”
Morin said.

Morin explained why
book clubs can be fun places
to meet new people and talk
books.

“Reading is usually
a very solitary activity. A
book club gives people the
chance to talk about what
they read, hear different per-
spectives, and sometimes
even change how they feel
about a book after hearing
others’ thoughts. Beyond
the book itself, it creates a
shared experience and gives
people a reason to come to-
gether around a common
interest,” Morin said. “Even
though Books & Banter is
still a relatively new group,
I can already see friendships
starting to form. People are
comfortable sharing their

opinions, joking with one an-
other, and building conver-
sations that go beyond just
the book we are discussing.
That sense off connection is
really important to me, and
it is exactly what I hoped the
club would become.”

She also shared one
of her biggest goals for the
book club.

“One of my long-term
goals is to eventually meet
somewhere in the communi-
ty outside of the library, like
a local coffee shop. I think
bringing the group out to
support places in the com-
munity we love and getting
a change of scenery could be
really fun. I would also like
to continue building in more
theming each month so that
each meeting feels like a
special experience, not just
a standard book discussion,”
Morin said.

Morin encouraged the
community to check it out
and consider joining.

“l always tell people
that Books & Banter is a
no-guilt book club. If you
started the book but did not
finish it, you are still abso-
lutely welcome to come,
as long as you do not mind
spoilers. Book clubs work
best when people show up
with opinions and even say-
ing ‘I didn’t like it and didn’t

finish it’ can lead to some of
the best conversations. There
is no pressure and no judg-
ment, just discussion and
friendship,” Morin said. “I
really enjoy theming every-
thing around the book we are
reading. For example, I de-
sign bookmarks that reflect
each title. I like adding small
details that make it feel more
like you are coming over to a
friend’s house for book club
night.”

The club’s next meeting
will be in January.

“Our next meeting is
Wednesday, Jan. 21 at 6:30
p-m., and we will be discuss-
ing “Atmosphere” by Taylor
Jenkins Reid. If you enjoy
talking about popular books
and sharing what you are
reading, I hope you will join
us. And definitely check out
the library for other ways to
be part of your community,”
Morin said.

It’s clear Morin cares
deeply about her work
at the library regarding
“Books and Banter.” This
club has real potential to
create a welcoming en-
vironment at the library
where people can make
new friends and relax.

For more information
about upcoming events at
the library, visit chicopee-
publiclibrary.org.

Westcomm Emergency Health Profile Set-up at RiverMills

CHICOPEE - The
Council on Aging will host
Emergecny Health Profile
Set-ups on Friday, Jan. 9
at 10:00 a.m. at RiverMills
Center, located at 5 W. Main
Street.

Representatives  from
Westcomm Regional Dis-

patch in Chicopee will be
at RiverMills to assist with
setting up your Emergency
Health Profile with Rapid-
SOS. RapidSOS is a secure
online profile where you can
store information that may
help first responders during
an emergency. When you call

911 from the phone num-
bers linked to your profile,
information such as med-
ical conditions, allergies,
medications and emergency
contacts will automatically
and securely appear to the
dispatcher, helping them and
first responders understand

your needs quickly and pro-
vide the right care. To sign up
for a health profile, you will
need access to an email and
cell phone.

You must register in ad-
vance for an appointment by
stopping by RiverMills or by
calling 534-3698.

RiverMills Center Events

Brain Health
and Dementia
Prevention

CHICOPEE - The
Council on Aging will
offer the program ‘“Brain
Health and Dementia Pre-
vention” on Monday, Jan.
5 at 10 a.m. at RiverMills
Center, located at 5 W.
Main Street.

Join the Arbors for
the presentation on brain
health and dementia pre-
vention. During this work-
shop, you will get an over-
view on Dementia, what it
is and the different types
of dementia. You will also
learn if memory loss is a
normal part of aging and
what the difference is be-
tween normal forgetfulness
and potential Alzheimer’s
forgetfulness. You will also
learn about brain health
and how to keep your mind
sharp. You must register in
advance at RiverMills or
by calling 534-3698.

Volunteer

drivers needed

CHICOPEE - River-
Mills Center is looking for
volunteer drivers at the se-
nior center. Volunteer driv-
ers transport older adults to
doctor’s appointments, the
bank, shopping to the se-
nior center and back to their
homes.

Those interested in be-
coming a volunteer driver
must have a good driving re-
cord and fill out a volunteer
application, which includes
a CORI check. Anyone in-
terested in volunteering
should contact Rivermills
Volunteer and Activities
Coordinator Brandon Du-
mas at 534-3698, ext. 130.

Powerback Rehab
To-You Program

CHICOPEE - The Coun-
cil on Aging will host Pow-
erback Rehab for Physical
Therapy appointment every
Monday starting Jan. 5 at 10
a.m. at RiverMills Center, lo-
cated at 5 W. Main Street.

Powerback Rehab To-
You is a mobile therapy pro-
gram that brings care direct-
ly to you! Powerback Rehab
will be at RiverMills Center
for appointments to help your
recovery whether dealing
with a recent injury chronic
pain or seeking performance
enhancement. These appoint-
ments are free.

This program is open to
members 55 and older. There
are limited appointments, so
you must register in advance
at RiverMills or by calling
534-3698.

New Year
Celebration
Dinner Jan. 6

CHICOPEE - The Coun-
cil on Aging will host a New
Year Celebration Dinner on
Thursday, Jan. 8 at 5 p.m. at
RiverMills Center, located at
5 W. Main Street.

Join your friends at
RiverMills to celebrate the
new year! Enjoy a delicious
Pot Roast dinner while lis-
tening to a performance by
Michelle  Brooks-Thomp-
son, Grammy nominated
performer and finalist on
NBC’s “The Voice” Beer,
wine and non-alcoholic bev-
erages will be available for
purchase.

Registration for this
event is now open. You must
purchase tickets in advance
and RiverMills Center.
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Chicopee Public Library hosts
programs for kids and families

CHICOPEE - Each
month the Chicopee Public
Library hosts a variety of
free programs for children,
teens, and families. The
Youth Services Department
seeks to provide opportuni-
ties for entertainment and
enrichment that promote lit-
eracy and explore creativity.
Here is the slate of events for
January 2026.

Sensory Play Satur-
day will be held on Saturday,
Jan. 3 at 9:30 a.m. Come let
your babies socialize and ex-
plore sensory play! We will
have our play area set up
with some sensory activities
and other play opportunities.
For babies 0-24 months and
their caregivers.

Saturday Playgroup will
be held on Saturdays at 1
p.m. in January. We>ll put
out some extra toys in the
playspace. It’s a great time
for families with kids of all
ages to meet up and play.

Little Kid Dance Par-
ty will be on Wednesdays,
Jan. 14 and 28 at 10:30
am. Moving and grooving
for kids and their caregivers.
Geared toward ages 0-5, but
all are welcome!

45 minutes to one hour
of energetic activity includ-
ing singing and dancing,
action rhymes, and playing
with props like scarves and
shakers.

Build with
LEGO on Thursday, Jan. 8 at
4 p.m. Unstructured building
time for kids ages 6 and up.

The Kids Room Sewing
Club will meet on Wednes-
day, Jan. 14, from 3:30 to 5
p-m. Learn basic stitches and

practice skills by making fun
projects. Recommended for
ages six and up. Kids who
are not familiar with using a
needle and thread should at-
tend with an adult. Teens are
welcome.

Stop by for a Kids Room
Craft on Friday, Jan. 16,
from 2:30 to 4 p.m. Its an
early release day for Chicop-
ee Public Schools PreK-5.
Beads and paper craft sup-
plies will be available for
crafty exploration.

Storytime will be held
on Thursdays, Jan. 8 and 22
at 10:30 a.m. Storytime is for
children ages 3-5. This pro-
gram features about 30 min-
utes of structured circle time,
followed by 15-30 minutes
of a craft or activity. Circle
time will include 2-3 read
aloud books, rhymes, songs,
and felt boards. Children will
be encouraged to ask and an-
swer simple questions and
recognize things like shapes,
colors, letters, and numbers.

The library Homeschool
Meetup will be on Friday,
Jan. 23 at Noon. This group
meets once a month Septem-
ber - June for homeschooling
families with kids of all ages
to hang out, do activities
and learn together. Differ-
ent activities each month are
planned by the group. This
month we are reading and
discussing fairy tales.

Terrific Twos will be
held on Tuesdays, Jan. 6
and 20 at 10:30 a.m. Terrif-
ic Twos is for two- year-olds
and their caregivers. This
program features about 25
minutes of structured cir-
cle time, followed by about

half an hour of semi-struc-
tured playtime. During circle
time, we will sing songs, do
rhymes, do some big move-
ments, and read 1 book. The
book choice rotates between
either a read aloud picture
book or a group read of a
board book. Playtime in-
volves a choice of craft, ac-
tivity, or play.

Unleash the ooze! Make
Slime in the kids
room on Tuesday, Jan. 27
at 4 p.m. Kids and teens can
stop by the Activity Room to
make their own small con-
tainer of slime using three
simple ingredients.

The Children’s Room
is a great place to hang out.
Coloring pages and board
games are always available.
There are also some new
things you can play with
while you visit. Ask us about
food toys for the play kitch-
en, building blocks, or the art
cart.

Teen

Visit the library after
school and enjoy the Teen
Space with friends! We’ve
got board games, puzzles,
the library’s Switch, and col-
oring to enjoy.

Anime Club will be
on Wednesday, Jan. 21 at 3
p-m. Stop by for some fun
crafts and activities themed
after the hit series Demon
Slayer!

Teens are invited to join
us at LEGO, Sewing Club,
and Slime Making.

Visit the library web-
site for more info about
all of the library’s events!
www.chicopeepubliclibrary.
org.

SHRINERS from page 1

of thing, a change of clothes,
whatever. It’s just something
really comforting kids like
that ability to hold on to that.”

White said Project Delta
serves 15 states currently, with
almost 20,000 stuffed animals
given out to date.

“We expect to make three
to four more presentations in
the next 60 days,” White said.

Police Capt. Holly Cote
thanked the Shriners on behalf
of the police department, not-
ing this donation will also help
the C3 Units with their com-
munity outreach.

“From our perspective,
having the bags and your ex-
planation of the bags is very
important because we do often
have to take a child into the
police station, whether it’d be
a domestic situation or other
type of criminal activity and
having a few things that they
could pack in the bag, just
your explanation was spot-
on,” Cote said.

White said they’d like to
continue these donations mov-
ing forward, adding the funds
for this donation came togeth-
er through a one-night Pasta
Fez event.

“If we can do that in one
meeting, imagine what we can
do with a planned event and

more public involvement,”
White said.
Fire Capt. Katie Col-

lins-Kalbaugh also expressed
her gratitude for the donation.

“We’re so grateful to the
Shriners for providing these
comfortkids to children during
any sort of emergency. Some
children can have an extreme
stress reaction—rightfully so,
they’re experiencing an emer-
gency—so they can have this
teddy bear, the bag and they

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

A photo of a teddy bear sticking out of a comfort kit on the back
of a fire truck at Station 3 in Chicopee.

can have some comfort in a
stressful moment, so we’re
grateful,”  Collins-Kalbaugh
said.

Collins-Kalbaugh ex-
plained how there isn’t a line
item in budgets for items like
this.

“So, to be able to receive
these without any cost and
have them during any emer-
gency available to our mem-
bers is truly wonderful,” Col-
lins-Kalbaugh said.

White said these comfort
kits also “create a feeling of
trust” between families and
first responders.

“It’s something that ev-
eryone recognizes, it’s very
relevant and it just helps keep
the children emotionally calm
during difficult times,” White
said.

He added this donation is
very important to the organi-
zation by supporting the com-
munity.

“Now that we’re in Chi-
copee, we felt that we wanted
to start giving back. We wanted
to start something that would
have a meaningful impact on
the community and we’re all
about children. Everything we
do has children at the heart of
it. So, this is a great way to get

involved,” White said.

With their new head-
quarters nearly ready to open,
White said more public events
are coming soon, including
the upcoming Easter Basket
Feztival on March 28 and 29
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

“It’s similar to our Fez-
tival of Trees. Instead of
Christmas trees with gifts
that people can come in and
observe and bid on, these are
going to be Easter baskets. So,
this whole place will be filled
up with all kinds of Easter
events and people can come
in,” White said. “It’s a nice
spring outing, people can get
out, the kids love it because
they get to see the Easter Bun-
ny. Of course, there’s candy
available. So, it’s just fun for
everyone.”

White’s
this.

“We’re here to help sup-
port first responders and we
could use their support. They
could come to our website,
they could stop in at any of our
events, they could go to Proj-
ect Delta’s website and learn
how they can donate either
their time or stuffed animals,
cash donations. Anything they
can do if they believe in this
program, there’s an opportu-
nity for them to help,” White
said.

To learn more about Proj-
ect Delta, visit projectdelta.
boston or visit the Melha Shri-
ners at melhashriners.org.

message was

Michael White, Regional Direc-
tor - Northeast, Marketing and
Communications for Shriners
International, explains the
comfort kits as Mayor John
Vieau looks on.

Victory photo for the Seniors as they point at the scoreboard.

Comp Colts host Second Annual
Powder Puff Football Game

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - On Nov.
24, the Chicopee Comp
Colts hosted their Second
annual ‘Powder Puff Foot-
ball Game,” which meant
that the girls played flag
football as the guys traded
in their cleats for pom poms.

The main purpose of
the event was to raise funds
and help offset costs for
the upcoming Senior Class
of 2026, and in the end,
the matchup yield $1,100,
a significant milestone,
anachievement something
that current senior advisor
Charles Laboy elaborated
on.

“I will say that these
seniors have done a tremen-
dous job in ensuring that this
type of event can happen for
the student body and the
Chicopee Comp Campus. |
mean, it’s been two straight
years of us putting on this
amazing event, where class-
es can really come together,
and put forth an effort to
support both classes, and
bring their classmates to-
gether,” Laboy said. “And I
have to add, the community
has done a tremendous job
in supporting the students in
really showing that things
like this can happen in a
post-COVID era of having
actual events that involve
the community, and it’s re-
ally inspiring.”

As Laboy noted, it was
clear interest was piqued as
the stands were filled, con-
sisting of parents, friends,
teachers, and countless oth-
ers, and the matchup didn’t
disappoint, as coming out
on top was the Seniors rep-
resenting the Class of 2026,
pulling out a 31-19 victory
against the Class of 2027
Juniors despite trailing till
the closing minutes of the
fourth quarter.

Also, it was quickly
made clear that the element
of sportsmanship was in full
effect, along with the repli-
cation of a real-game sce-
nario, as the school’s band
even had a part to play per-
forming the National An-
them and kept the momen-
tum and crowd energized
through it all.

Meet the Seniors

Representing the se-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BRENDAN ROONEY

Senior Boy Comp Cheerleaders with their coaches.

niors were Elianna Ayala,
Joaneliz Soto-Cintron, Kay-
lin Chagnon, Kyla Shumsky,
Arianna Bird, Captain Mad-
ison Boulanger, Captain
Olivia Warren, Millianie
Fidalgo, Captain Julianna
LaFond, Julia Chagnon,
Hailey Veins, Captain Car-
olyn Garfi, Alissa Fournier,
Molly Girouard, Charlotte
Fields, Anna Buchanan,
Kristina Gendreau, Jonei-
lys Arroyo, Zuliany Torres,
Arberesha Ibrahimi, Cap-
tain Lori Vasquez, and lastly
Aleysha Ramos. Leading
the helm among the side-
lines were all-star play-
ers from the school’s boys
football team, Joziah Feliz,
Frank Jordan, Adrian Gon-
zalez, and Tucker Jones,
along with Austin Abert,
who was the official for the
game. Also in participation
were fellow seniors Greg-
ory Green, Ayan Khattak,
Geoffrey Gleeson, Andrew
Courchesne, Nathan Robi-
taille, and Harrison Welling-
ton, who were cheerleaders,
and were coached by Jade
Santiago and Arielis Rivera.

Round of Applause for

Your Juniors

The Juniors’ roster con-
sisted of Erin Kelly, Ashlyn
Warick, Kamila Arroyo,
Aiyana Kochaniec, Brielle
Bennett, Kendal Kbnotts,
Elynis Isaac, Ellie-Miri Su-
arez, Izzy Dawson, Shanea
Fisher, Savannah Davis,
Tori Melendez, Wali Pena,
Georgia Payette, Taeghan
LaPorte, Huda Sayeed,
Faith Irwin, Mariana Fer-
reira, Alexa Franklin, and
Aleisha Lugo. The coaching

HANNOUSH

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

Is At An All-Time High!
25% Extra

10%

Extra Cash

When Cashing In

Your

staff consisted of Matthew
Skaza and Hunter Patterson.

Post-Game Thoughts

Reflecting on the hard-
fought victory was Feliz.

“This was such a great
experience, and one I won’t
ever forget,” Feliz said.

LaFond, who scored on
the night, noted that she was
“happy and thrilled’ after
the victory and just glad it’s
over.”

Echoing similar
thoughts was Ibrahimi, as
she noted, “I think we start-
ed a bit low, and we had a
great mentality throughout
the entire game.”

And lastly was Fidalgo.

“I felt we started low,
we started arguing a bit, but
once our coaches pulled us
together, then we came to-
gether as a unit and found
success, and couldn’t be
more proud,” Fidalgo said.

Laboy offered a sim-
ple ode of gratitude towards
the sense of integrity and
growth he has seen since
welcoming this class on the
Comp campus from the first
day as freshmen, now only
a few months away from
graduation.

“As their advisor, I can
tell you this class has a ton
of fire. They are all very
high-achieving and forth-
coming, and it’s taken a
long time to see that spirit
manifest in the classes, and
these guys have exhibited
it since they were fresh-
men, and now they are re-
ally putting forth as seniors,
leaving a mark for the rest
of Chicopee Comp,” Laboy
said.

When You Use Your

Towards

A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com
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By Ellenor Downer

Purple finch

An Oakham resident saw
a purple finch in her yard re-
cently.

The purple finch is about
six inches long. It has a sturdy
body, short tail and a conical
bill designed to crack seed.
The male has raspberry red
covering its head, chest and
back. The color fades into a
lighter pink tone on the belly.
The wings and tail are brown
with red highlights. The fe-
male has no red coloring and
is brown and white with heavy
streaking. It has a white eye-
brow stripe.

The purple finch and
house finch are often con-
fused. The purple finch as a
more uniform raspberry color
and the house finch is more
orange red color. The house
finches color is limited to the
head and upper chest. The pur-
ple finch also has notch at the
base of its tail and is larger.

Purple finches bread
primarily in Canada and the
northeastern United States
including New England and
the Great Lakes region. The
purple finch is the state bird of
New Hampshire.

A typical clutch con-
sists of for or five pale blue
eggs with small dark speck-
les. The female incubates the
eggs for about 12-14 days
while the male provides food.
Once hatched, both parents
feed the nestlings a mixture
of regurgitated seeds and in-
sects to ensure proper nutri-
tion. The fledglings leave the
nest roughly two weeks after
hatching, though parents con-
tinue feeding and protecting
them for another week or two.

They are fond of black
oil sunflower seeds, safflower
seeds, and millet offered in
tube or platform feeders. In
summer they supplement their
diet with insects and catepil-
lars as well as blackberries
and cherries.

Birds during snow storm

A Brimfield resident
emailed, “During the recent
snow storm (Tuesday, Dec. 2)
there were 30 plus dark-eyed
juncos in the yard and one
white-throated sparrow.

Bird bath visitors

The Brimfield resident
said he went looking for his
bird bath heater and could not
find it.

He said, “Eventually I
did find it, in the bird bath. It
wasn’t connected and grass
had grown over the cord so I
couldn’t see it, but dug around
and eventually found the cord,
got it plugged in and now the
bath isn’t freezing.”

He has a trail camera near

the bird bath. Lots of birds are
using the bird bath, mostly to
get a drink. Birds coming to
the bird bath include blue jay,
Carolina wren, cardinal, ce-
dar waxwing (six), chickadee,
goldfinch, mourning dove,
robin (three), titmouse and
white-throated sparrow.

He said, “Robins took a
bath but when it was warmer,
temperature in the upper 40s.
Junco are the only cold weath-
er bathers.” Mammals seen at
the bird bath are opossum, rac-
coon, mouse at least two and
amole.

He thinks the tub he uses
for the bird bath has a leak
because the water level goes
down and he has to refill it
ever couple of day. He said,
“The local pond are now fro-
zen. We did a few trips around
the area and never saw any
migrating ducks, just mallards
and Canada geese.

Helping birds

Birds are attracted to
water during winter months.
They do not bath when tem-
peratures are below freezing,
but they do take a drink. A
source of unfrozen water will
attract birds.

Providing wild birds with
clean drinking water is help-
ful. However, providing a
roomy bathing area that stays
thawed even in severely-cold
weather can be harmful in
some cases. Before heating
devices kept birdbaths ice
free, birds could bathe in natu-
rally-melted water and be able
to fly off without their feath-
ers freezing. According to the
blog Cool Green Science-Sto-
ries of The Nature Conser-
vancy, birds bathing while air
temperatures are frigid risk
harm due to frozen

feathers: https://blog.na-
ture.org/2022/01/31/should-
you-provide-birds-water-in-
winter/.

The article suggests mod-
ifying heated birdbaths so that
birds can safely drink, but not
bathe. A metal heating ele-
ment that keeps a small sec-
tion of the birdbath thawed
works well. People, who have
bird feeders or simple feeding
stations may add shallow un-
breakable container around.
the area. Yes, it can be la-
bor-intensive, but they can
easily pour water into them
(hot water when it’s below

freezing) and provide
fresh water for at least a short
period of time. As a source of
drinking water, the containers
can be filled with pebbles that
will form small pockets of wa-
ter where birds can get a drink
of water.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com  or
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box
448, Barre, MA 01005.

Why won’t Social Security give me my benefits?

Dear Rusty:

I called the Social Se-
curity office, as well as went
with my husband
when he went to
collect his Social
Security. Because
I work full-time at
about $800/week,
they said I could

rent annual earnings consid-
erably exceed the earnings
limit and, thus, you cannot

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Security. Then, when you
reach your full retirement
age — again, between 66 and
67, depending
on the year you
were born or if
you stop work-
ing before that,
go ahead and
apply for So-

i

not file for my So-
cial Security. Yet I
seem to read articles all the
time about people doing so.

My husband just filed
for his benefits and is now
collecting them. Out of the
two of us, his Social Security
will be larger. Please advise
me.

Signed: Wanting my
Benefits

Dear Wanting my Ben-
efits:

If you have not yet
reached your SS Full Retire-
ment Age and you are work-
ing full time, you are likely
being affected by Social
Security’s Annual Earnings
Test, which limits how much
you can earn while collect-
ing Social Security prior
to your FRA. Your FRA is
somewhere between 66 and
67, depending on when you
were born. The annual earn-
ings limit for those collect-
ing SS benefits prior to FRA
in 2025 is $23,400 (changes
yearly) and, if that is exceed-
ed, Social Security will take
away benefits equal to $1 for
every $2 you are over the
limit. If you applied for your
benefits and are still work-
ing, and were denied, it’s
likely because Social Securi-
ty determined that your cur-

collect benefits. That’s be-
cause the penalty for exceed-
ing the limit would be more
than your benefit amount.

FYI, the earnings limit
will go away when you reach
your full retirement age so,
after FRA, you can claim
your benefits even if you are
still working. Or if you stop
working before your FRA
you can collect your SS ben-
efits at that time.

None of this means you
are losing money, because
your monthly SS payment
will continue to grow until
you later claim (e.g., after
you stop working, or only
work part-time), or until you
reach 70 years of age. When
you later claim, your month-
ly benefit will be higher and,
depending on your longev-
ity, you may recover what
you didn’t get now because
you are working. And that
includes both your own SS
retirement benefit and any
spousal boost you may be
entitled to from your hus-
band.

So, my suggestion
is this: as long as you are
working full time and ex-
ceeding Social Security’s an-
nual earnings limit, continue
to wait to claim your Social

cial  Security
again.

At that time, your appli-
cation will be approved, and
you will be awarded your
own earned SS retirement
amount plus any additional
amount you may be due as
your husband’s spouse. To
be entitled to a spousal boost
from your husband, your
own FRA entitlement must
be less than 50% of your
husband’s FRA entitlement.
But the amount you get will
be reduced if you claim be-
fore your full retirement age.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any
other governmental entity.
This article is intended for
information purposes and
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

Feeling SAD? There are ways to improve your mood

By Bonnie Lane, M.S

Seasonal affective dis-
order (SAD) is recognized as
a recurring major depressive
disorder, typically starting in
the fall and winter and spon-
taneously improving when
spring arrives. It’s usually
associated with less sunlight
and shorter days. Some peo-
ple attribute the symptoms
to stress surrounding the
winter holidays, but that’s
more of a seasonal coinci-
dence.

It may look like it, but
it’s not just the blues.

Individuals with SAD
may have difficulties with
memory, thought processes
and motor abilities. SAD
can evolve into something
more serious if left untreat-
ed, particularly if you al-
ready have a diagnosis of
a mental health disorder.
SAD may occur alongside
other disorders such as bipo-
lar disorder, obsessive-com-
pulsive disorder (OCD) and
alcohol use disorder, but it
can be a diagnosis by itself.

While anyone can de-
velop SAD, some groups
are more prone to it. Seniors
with health issues or who
live in social isolation are
more at risk, and SAD can
worsen feelings of isolation.
Conversely, seniors who live
in communities have a lower
incidence of SAD because

there are social activities to
keep them engaged after the
sun goes down.

SAD seems to be most
prevalent among women,
usually showing up in some-
one’s 20s and early 30s.

It’s important to under-
stand, though, that SAD is
not the same as clinical de-
pression. If your mood was
fine all summer but you’re
starting to feel low as winter
approaches, it is likely SAD.
If you feel this way all the
time, you need to look into
treatment for clinical de-
pression.

SAD and depression
share many of the same
symptoms. Here are some of
the most common:

-Changes in eating
habits (eating more or not
enough)

- Increased alcohol con-
sumption

- Not being able to get
out of bed

-Lack of motivation,
feeling  hopeless and/or
helpless

-Problems focusing at
work

- Loss of interest in so-
cializing

-Household chores re-
maining undone (laundry,
dishes, etc.)

Current research is fo-
cusing on better understand-
ing the underlying biology
of SAD and improving long-
term treatment strategies.
Findings so far indicate
that SAD may be caused by
changes in brain chemistry
or inflammation. Fortunate-
ly, treatments are better un-
derstood.

One of the most com-
mon front-line treatments is
bright-light therapy (BLT),
also known as photothera-
py. It involves exposure to
bright light with the use of a
light box, which can be pur-
chased at stores or even on-
line for as low as $150. Get-
ting outdoors in the morning
sunlight for about 20 min-
utes can also help.

It’s not completely un-
derstood why light therapy
seems effective for many
people. Researchers think it
boosts serotonin, sometimes
called the “happy chemical”
because it increases feel-
ings of calm, contentment
and happiness. Exposure to
certain light also has a pos-

itive effect on melatonin, a
hormone that helps regulate
the sleep-wake cycle. Better
sleep can ease symptoms of
SAD.

Another form of treat-
ment is cognitive-behavior-
al therapy, which focuses
on challenging unhelpful
thoughts and beliefs — “neg-
ative self-talk” — and replac-
ing them with positive self-
talk. In the case of SAD, the
therapy targets ‘‘seasonal
beliefs” that express nega-
tive attitudes about the sea-
sons, light availability and
weather conditions. Studies
have found that this type of
therapy is more effective
and longer-lasting than pho-
totherapy.

Almost everyone can
feel a little down at some
point or another. These feel-
ings may evaporate within a
few days. But if they persist
or keep recurring, it’s time to
ask your primary care pro-
vider about being screened
for SAD. A physical exam
should be part of a screen-
ing as well because symp-
toms can arise for a variety
of health reasons related to
hormones, medications, or
a bacterial or viral infection.

SAD may bring on
thoughts like “Everyone
would be better off with-
out me.” Do not ignore
those thoughts. If you or a
loved one is in crisis, call
911 or go to the nearest
emergency room. You can
also call the Suicide and
Crisis Lifeline at 988; vet-
erans can reach specialized
help at 998, press 1, or text
838255.

When we’re feeling
SAD or depressed, it’s easy
to retreat into feelings of
helplessness and hopeless-
ness this fall and winter.
Recognizing the symptoms
of seasonal affective disor-
der, and knowing where to
turn for help, are the first
steps toward a more enjoy-
able winter season.

Bonnie Lane, M.S., is
principal consultant with
Family Support Services,
specializing in supporting
families whose loved ones
suffer from severe mental
illness or substance use dis-
order. Contact her at 847-
651-1554 or bonnielane@
thefamilysupportservices.
com.
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Candidates who wish to further publicize
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.
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Daelin Dominic Mahoney

November 4, 2025
Parents: Felicia and Patrick Mahoney, Belchertown
Grandparents: Tricia and the late Dominic Siclari, Chicopee

Fia Angelina Ferrentino
October 23, 2025

Parents: Frankie and Marissa Ferrentino, Longmeadow
Grandparents: Joao and Maria Dos Santos, Ludlow

Liam Kosnicki
September 3, 2025

Parents: Marcie and Jonathan Kosnicki, Monson
Grandparents: Marc Davignon and Lisa Dube, Chicopee

Denise and Bill Mahoney, Belchertown Angelina Ferrentino, Longmeadow John and Pamela Kosnicki, Palmer

Great Grandmother: Noemia Tereso, Ludlow

Samuel Moreno
January 16, 2025

Luke Matthew Sabourin

March 18, 2025

Parents: Matthew and Amanda Sabourin, Belchertown

Wesley George LaPlante

December 21, 2024

Grandparents: Allan and Joanne Beauregard, Belchertown
Diane Sabourin, Chicopee
Trish Sabourin and the late Dave Sabourin, Holyoke
Great Grandmother: GiGi, Holyoke

Parents: Christopher and Elizabeth Moreno, Chicopee
Grandparents: John and Marianne Moreno, Ludlow
James and Christine 0'Donnell, Ludlow

Parents: Krysta and Giles LaPlante, Belchertown
Sibling: Hayden Theresa LaPlante
Grandparents: Karin and George Howard, Belchertown
Judy and David LaPlante, Granby
Carol and Joseph Remillard, Belchertown

WINTER CONCERT
from page 1

chorus teacher at CCHS for 27
years, shared details about the
concert and how proud she is
of the choir members for their
hard work.

“My favorite part of
teaching choir is working with
the students and making music
together. CCHS holds two ma-
jor choral concerts each year:
a Winter Concert and a Spring
Concert. Our students perform
a very challenging repertoire,
and I am most proud of their
willingness to seek out and
embrace those challenges.
They approach music with
open minds, enjoy exploring
new musical horizons, and
love singing in different lan-
guages. They work exception-
ally well as a team, and our
rehearsal process is always a
meaningful learning experi-
ence for all of us — myself
included,” Borowiec said.

Borowiec explained how
the annual concert comes to-
gether.

“Preparing for the con-
cert involves many different
aspects, including organiza-
tion, booking the performance

Borowiec said. “Choir is built
entirely on teamwork. Every-
one works together to create
music — blending voices,
matching tone and diction,
singing in unison and har-
mony, maintaining the same
rhythm and tempo, and bal-
ancing the different voice
parts. It is impossible to ac-
complish all of this without
true collaboration.”

Borowiec added the stu-
dents also bond.

“Through this shared ef-
fort, students naturally form
friendships as they learn, grow,
and work together. There is
simply no other way. Music
education should be an es-
sential part of every student’s
education, whether through
singing or playing an instru-
ment. Music strengthens crit-
ical thinking, problem-solving
skills, memory, and coordina-
tion,” Borowiec said. “More
importantly, music changes us
forever — it brings enormous
richness and happiness into
our lives. Students graduate
and pursue careers in many
different fields, but once mu-
sic becomes part of who they
are, it stays with them for life.”

proud he is of the band stu-
dents and what band means to
its members.

“We are performing some
very challenging music, and
they have done a great job ris-
ing to the occasion. Band is

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK CROWN ROAST...... > 288

one of the best communities
on campus, in my opinion. I
have formed life-long friend-
ships from my time in both
high school and college band.
There is no first or second
string; there is no bench; ev-
ARR A WIL AR

eryone is working together to
create something beautiful,”
Sypek said. “In times as di-
vided as ours, I think activities
like band are crucial for our
young adults since the future
is in their hands.”
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The Winter Concert is a
fabulous tradition that allows
students to showcase their tal-
ents just in time for the holi-
days.

[}

519

USDA INSP. FRESH

KAYEM CAB BEEF
ST S—

5333

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHEFS TOGATHER

PIGS IN A BLANKET & paK sesssss

539

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BACON WRAPPED
SHRIMP 165 07 B0Xuussssssssseeeens

579

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 5 LB BOX

JUMBO RAW SHRIMP

610 CT FOR STUFFING.... >3 7 °2

Andrew Lamothe, prin-

space, coordinating the ac-
companist, and managing
lighting and sound. It is also
important to establish a strong
performance routine, so stu-
dents feel comfortable, con-
fident, and excited on stage.
Of course, the most important
focus is the sound itself —
achieving balance within the
choir and between the choir,
soloists, and accompaniment,”

cipal of CCHS, emphasized
the importance of the arts for
students.

“Fine arts in all forms are
essential in creating the fabric
of a school. It gives students a
chance to express themselves
and showcase their talents,”
Lamothe said.

Matthew Sypek, who
has been the band teacher at
CCHS for two years, said how
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When they say a family
that plays together stays to-
gether, they must have been
talking about Tony and Chris-
sy Fazio and their five chil-
dren. This family is full of
creative talent. They literally
play together as this family is
full of musical abilities and
can be seen at various venues
throughout the area. They
also do a lot of laughing in
this household which comes
pretty easily in this family as
mom performed as a ‘stand
up’ comic in LA. Of course,
that was before they had
their kids who are now 23,
22, 20, 18 and 15. WHEW,
I’'m tired just thinking what
that must have been like
when they were all younger!
Imagine the comedic mate-
rial she must have now with
that crew! Tony said when
someone in their house takes
themselves to seriously, they
don’t stand a chance because
of the family’s humor.

Tony and Chrissy have
been examples for their
children by giving back and
being involved with their
community in various ways.

Chrissy has always partici-
pated with the kid’s schools
and volunteered for projects
within their town. Tony as a
proud dad shared some things
about the kids and their as-
pirations saying they are all
gearing toward something
that will be of service to oth-
ers. Their oldest son has cho-
sen his vocation, is learning
much about the profession
and has already purchased a
home! One of his daughters
has been a Paraprofessional
for students with disabili-
ties for a few years now, and
though exhausting, loves
what she does. Another is in
college with the goal of be-
ing an Adjustment Council-
or for high school students,
while yet another hopes to
become a History Teacher.
The youngest is watching
all her sibling’s accomplish-
ments and has a few years
before she needs to make a
decision in which direction
she wants to go.

Tony along with his
friend Ed, voluntarily enter-
tained the thousands of walk-
ers at the Rays of Hope Walk-

a-Thon from 2013 to 2020
and then passed the torch to
his kids who now volunteer
at the same spot. Howev-
er, last year the walkers got
a special treat as the whole
family sang at that location!
Tony said they like to use
their talents to bring joy and
in doing so volunteer four
or five times a year such as
at the Longmeadow Library
and have also performed for
Relay for Life. In January he
will be entertaining the resi-
dents at Keystone Commons,
offering his first performance
there for free. So as you can
see, their children have been
nurtured by very giving par-
ents.

Random Acts ¢;f

y

By Barb Turcotte

Tony went to school for
physical therapy then soon
realized he liked the teach-
ing aspect better so wound
up working with special
education students. He’s
advanced his career and
now holds the position of
Director of Special Educa-
tion Programs for the state
of MA. The mission is to
help these youngsters get
the resources they need and
are entitled to with hopes
of keeping them from ever
going down the wrong path
and landing in jail.

Chrissy was a stay-at-
home mom for years, (hmm,
wonder why with five little
ones!) but since they are old-

er now, she’s ventured into
the entrepreneurial world
by opening a store called
the ‘The Living Room’. She
had a dream of opening a
store that looks like a fully
furnished home but with ev-
erything in it for sale. After
acquiring numerous things
from finding treasures at es-
tate & tag sales, she had built
up quite an inventory over
the years and was ready to
make her dream come true.
In fact it’s been so success-
ful, it’s outgrown its current
spot and will be moving to a
larger location soon, still in
East Longmeadow.

Tony said that Chrissy is
really the ‘rock of the house’
and keeps it all together. He
was emphatic by saying he
picked a fantastic partner!
He chuckled as he explained
the kids go to Chrissy for tan-
gible things and if they need
to get something done, she’ll
know exactly how to accom-
plish the task. Whereas they
come to him for the emo-
tional support because as he
describes himself, he’s just a
big softy.

Tony was very humbled
in 2005 when he was voted,
‘Teacher of the Year’. And all
these years later is still a very
humble guy and isn’t really
into talking about himself,
but did agree hesitantly to
let me write this story about
he and his family. I worked
with Tony about 30 years ago
and he’s never changed, not
from his great charismatic
personality to his huge smile
that makes his eyes glisten.

I'm wishing you all
wonderful holidays! Create
your own magic by doing a
Random Act of Kindness, it
will definitely brighten your
season as well.

If you’d like to share
a Random Act of Kind-
ness story or if this one has
touched you, please contact
me at bdt514@aol.com or
413-575-9385. Who knows,
you might see your story,
‘Just ‘Cause’ you witnessed,
you did or maybe received
something nice being done
for you.

See you soon with an-
other Random Act of Kind-
ness! ~ Barb

RIVERMILLS
from page 1

good meal, and where can you
get this type of meal and qual-
ity for $20 dollars, and I feel
this year has been a great suc-
cess, we accomplished a lot we
wanted to accomplish.”

Wilk went on to note that
the Facebook page, which was
one of his key interests in
updating and making acces-
sible for all, has reached a
high point of 500 followers,
and he feels the message of
the senior center has been re-
ceived well, and the output of
production reflects the hard
work being put in behind the
scenes.

“This year, we reached
a record number of members
than we have had in the past.
‘We had more trees in our Fes-
tival of Trees than we did in
the past as well, and I just feel
things are going the direction
we all envisioned and hoped
for,” Wilk said.

He then discussed what
ideas and new concepts he
looks to implement in 2026,
while noting his current term
as President comes to a close
in July, but he is looking to

Friends having fun.

run again.

“So, for next year there
are some different things
that I’'m thinking about do-
ing, but one of the biggest
ones is that I want to have a
car wash - we tried this year
but didn’t come together.
Also want to note that we’re
going to do another bingo
event at Raymour & Flan-
igan, and then I’'m going to
look at other types of fund-
raisers such as a Golf Tour-
nament,” Wilk said. “As I
mentioned before, my term
as President ends on July 1,
but I plan on running again. I
plan on staying on the board,
and we’re just going to hit it

hard, as we look to expand
and build on our success.”

However, Wilk made
it clear that all of the suc-
cess that the Senior Center
achieved wouldn’t be possi-
ble without Executive Direc-
tor Sherry Maynak and her
staff, as he bestowed ample
praise.

Offering personal insight
into the ode of support deliv-
ered from Wilk was Manyak,
who also while reflected on
the overall success of the eve-
ning.

“We all work tirelessly
on every event as we strive
to make it better than the one
prior, and we seem to achieve

that,” Manyak said. “I think
tonight was a good way to
end the year, it’s our last din-
ner of the year, we had a great
turnout and I feel everyone
seemed very happy.”

Manyak is also looking
forward to what next year
brings for everyone, sharing
this message with the com-
munity.

“I feel better things are to
come next year, as we are set
to have new talent perform-
ing, so we’re really happy for
the new year, and I just want
to wish everyone a happy and
safe holiday season,” Manyak
said.

A shot of the sold-out room.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BRENDAN ROONEY

VETERANS BRIDGE
from page 1

diate replacement.

Despite the urgency
put forth, Belov acknowl-
edged that, currently the
bridge is safe to travel at
this time; however, Mass-
DOT representatives re-
layed that they are looking
to design and create a new
bridge with three lanes
traveling in each direction,
which is set to yield a 75
year of service, while also
looking to reduce mainte-
nance impacts connected to
the Willimansett neighbor-
hood, along with address-
ing the daily occurrence
of traffic, which sees more
then 31,000 vehicles.

This includes close to
5% of heavy vehicles such
as commercial trucks, and
PVTA buses, according to
a traffic study conducted
in 2023, that travel on the
bridge.

With all of this not-
ed, the project’s design is
approximately 25% com-
plete, meaning the drafting
of a Preliminary Schemat-
ic Report (PSR), in coor-

dination with the City of

Chicopee, and the advance-
ment of Federal Highway
Documentation have trans-
pired along with other key
elements.

The initial proposal
brought forth is to replace
the bridge with a new struc-
ture, held in place by four

spans, that would consist of

two outer spans that would
be 165 ft long, and two in-
ner which would be 180 ft,
resulting in a leftover and
remaining space of a met-
ric of 150 ft, which would

be utilized for a variety of

factors such as reduction in
vacant “‘nuisance activity”,

improved  neighborhood

views, and enhancements
to the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Park, something
that was recently added
due to the outpour of pub-
lic feedback being taken
into consideration.

As mentioned prior,
the construction would
be done in phases, which
would begin in the pre-
stage by reinforcing the
closure of the southbound
lane, removing sections of
the median barrier on 1-391
to shift all traffic to the
southbound side of the ex-
isting bridge, which would
run from Spring to the Fall
of 2027.

Stages 1-2 would run
from the Winter of 2027
to the Spring of 2032, and
would include the demoli-
tion of the original bridge,
while the initial construc-
tion of the new bridge
would be done in halves,
along with the implemen-
tation of four lanes main-
tained through traffic shifts.

Lastly, Stage 3 is the
final portion of the project
that would consist of re-
placing the I-391 median
barrier and fully opening
the bridge that will come
equipped with modern
amenities and a full six-
lane cross section, which
is slated to finish in the
Spring of 2032.

At this moment, the
project is still in the design
phase and the completion
of this is to be determined.

Calls for advertising
to contractors for construc-
tion are, also, set to take
place in the next year.

Those in attendance
were invited to participate
in a survey to share their
feedback as well.

More on this as it de-
velops.

CHICOPEE
from page 1

that balance between raising
your taxes and counting on
new growth, and we’re seeing
more of that as time goes on,
and I’'m excited about some of
that because it affords me that
opportunity to give raises, to
add new services and do things
without putting a burden on
taxpayers and rate-payers.”

Vieau added the city was
also informed they received
a $450,000 MassWorks Pro-
gram grant from the FY26
Round of the Community One
Stop for Growth, which will
support the Uniroyal Reimag-
ined: Infrastructure Improve-
ments Project to modernize
and build utilities and infra-
structure design needed to de-
velop the remaining mills in
Chicopee.

This grant award was lat-
er announced by State Sen.
Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow).

“It’s for the infrastructure
design around the RiverMills

area, so meaning that 105
units that is going up, inclu-
sive of Uniroyal. When you’re
adding all these residential
units, there’s also another
Singing Bridge parcel that’s
on the bridge that’s, poten-
tially, some units and, also, on
Grove (Street) around the cor-
ner, there’s another 50-some-
thing units that are proposed
as well,” Vieau said. “So,
there’s substantial amount of
residential development that’s
proposed for that particular
area that we have to make
sure we’re able to provide the
appropriate infrastructure for.
The great news is the infra-
structure that exists was for
these massive mills...Most
people worked over there.
They worked at Cabotville
and Uniroyal. So, having this
massive base of people and
employees, there is infra-
structure there, but we want to
make sure it’s appropriate for
the residential units that are
proposed for that area.”

Vieau thanked the dele-

gates and the Healey-Driscoll
administration for the funds
the city is able to receive.

“State and federal part-
nerships are what get us those
grants and those opportunities
and we continue to work and
build them every single day,”
Vieau said. “We’re hopeful to
just get our fair share and it’s
wonderful to see these oppor-
tunities, because without that
money, that burden falls di-
rectly on taxpayers.”

Also tied into the afford-
ability goal is the Envision
Our Chicopee 2040 Compre-
hensive Plan, which recently
received the APA-MA Com-
prehensive Planning Award
on Dec. 5 from the state.

That plan can be viewed
at envisionourchicopee2040.
com.

Vieau credited Planning
Director Lee Pouliot, the
Planning Team, Design Con-
sultant Horsley Witten Group
and the general public for
providing their input, adding
parts of the plan are already

being implemented and done,

including the following.

e Preservation of districts
and sites of historical sig-
nificance; for example,
the former Central Library
now The Hub at Market
Square and current work
on City Hall renovations

e Planning for a sustainable
future

e Advancing public schools
through partnerships with
private and higher learning
and increasing education-
al opportunities for pre-
school-aged residents

e Promoting health
wellness

e Making a home which in-
volves new development,
addressing and mitigating
historic zoning issues and
trends and encouraging
fair, equal and sufficient
housing; with zoning by-
laws currently being re-
viewed by a consultant
after approval by the City
Council, according to
Vieau

and

e The Safe Streets for All
initiative; with Bike Share
and bike lanes being re-
viewed by the DPW

e Governance

“This plan is about bring-
ing the community together
and I think we really focused
on that part of it. It’s the first
part of the Envision 2040
Plan that is coming together,
so I think we’re really hitting
all the points in this plan and
we’re going to continue to
make the progress at a pace
that we can afford,” Vieau
said. “So, it’s about afford-
ability, but also being able to
implement the plan.”

Vieau noted the city
is, ultimately, “on the right
track,” also crediting his team
for ensuring the work is being
accomplished and ready for
whatever challenges lie ahead
in 2026.

“There’s many, many
municipalities that are fac-
ing hardship, and we’re not
excluded from that group.
We’ve been preparing for it,

we’ll get through it and I think
that 2027, 2028 will be a little
brighter,” Vieau said. ‘There’s
some real challenges ahead,
but I think we’re going to con-
tinue to progress.”

Vieau’s message on the
most affordable city recogni-
tion was this.

“I’'m excited for 2026. I
think that we’ve made some
progress over the past six
years already (that) I've been
here and we’ve been through
some serious challenges,
whether it’d be COVID,”
Vieau said. “I’'m proud of the
way this community came
through. Also, proud of the
ARPA Committee and how
they were able to take one-
time money and so it benefit-
ed everybody. Unfortunately,
that money’s gone and tough
times are ahead and that’s
when you really need to be
creative and you need to con-
tinue to find ways to do things
that are not going to put a
huge burden on taxpayers
and rate-payers, and we’re fo-
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Tigers top Pacers
boys basketball

CHICOPEE - Last Wednesday night, the
South Hadley High School boys basketball
team picked up a 20-point win over Chicopee,
defeating the Pacers 67-47 at Chicopee High
School. The Tigers led from the outset with a
strong first half, building a 16-point lead before

the break.

The scoring was a little more even in the
second half, and the Pacers were unable to stop
South Hadley from keeping the large deficit.
Tim Loughrey had a big game for the Tigers
with 29 points and Noah Hambley added 18
points. Isiah James sank 15 points for the Ti-
gers. Chicopee’s double-digit scorer was Dom-
inic Garcia, who had 23 points. Jabari Flowers
chipped in seven points. South Hadley im-
proved to 2-1 while Chicopee dropped to 1-2.

www.sports.turley.com

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Jabari Flowers passes on the run.

Alex Mangual makes an off-balance shot

Jonah Colon goes for a layup.

Dominic Garcia makes an easy free throw.

Brandon Thomas focuses as he heads toward the arc.

Nyshawn
Williams
re-thinks his
strategy with
pressure
under the
hoop.

Chicopee wrestling
scores win over B-Town

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — If
you take away the two for-
feits, the first ever dual meet
between the Chicopee and
Belchertown wrestling teams
was very competitive from
start to finish.

The Chicopee Pacers
benefited from the forfeits to
secure a 48-34 non-league
road win over the Orioles
before a large crowd, last
Wednesday night.

“This was our first dual
meet of the regular season
and it’s a very big win for us,”
said Chicopee head coach
Tiana Roy. “The two forfeits
made a difference in the out-
come, but my team performed
very well.”

It was also the Orioles
first dual meet of the season.

“I thought both teams
wrestled very well tonight,”
said Belchertown head coach
Kevin McNeill. “We gave up
twelve points with the two
forfeits, which is very tough.
We split the other twelve
matches. We’re a very young
team and I’'m very proud of
my kids.”

McNeill, who’s also the
Belchertown Athletic Direc-
tor, restarted the wrestling
program last year after it was
dormant for several years.

Both wrestling teams
began the regular season
by competing at the annual
Knight Hawk Tournament,
which was held at Holyoke
High School on December
13.

Chicopee High School,
which co-ops with Chicopee
Comp, took a 6-0 lead in last
Wednesday’s match. Gavin
Costa won the 106 weight

class by a forfeit.

The Orioles then tied the
score when Alex Maroney
pinned his opponent 34 sec-
onds into the first period in
the 112 weight class.

In the 120 match, it took
Chicopee’s Jacob Vargas 39
seconds to record a pin giving
his team the lead back.

The score was tied for
the second time following the
126 contest.

Belchertown’s  Brogan
Bottari held a 3-0 lead in that
match after the opening two
minutes. He then pinned his
opponent with 1:14 remain-
ing in the second period.

The Pacers managed
to win the next three weight
classes giving them a 30-12
lead.

Fawwaz  Aylan (132
weight class) and Hunter Pat-
terson (144) recorded pins.

In between those two
matches, Gio Moye didn’t
have to break a sweat as he
captured the 138 weight class
by a forfeit.

Trailing by 18 points,
the Orioles earned six points
when Andre Jarry posted his
team’s third pin with a minute
remaining in the second peri-
od in the 150 weight class.

Roy praised the perfor-
mance of Michael Jenkins,
who captured the 157 match
with a pin 43 seconds left in
the opening period.

“I thought Michael was
one of our stars tonight,” Roy
said. “He always works very
hard and he never gives up on
the mat.”

The Pacers held a 42-
18 lead after taking the 165
weight class. In that match,

See WRESTLING
page 8

Comp falls at
Belchertown

is 0-2.
Walleris Pena holds the ball back
before making a pass.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

BELCHERTOWN - Last Tues-
day night, Belchertown High School
girls basketball had its home opener
against Chicopee Comprehensive.
The offense had a great night as the
Orioles defeated the Colts 60-33. In
the win, three Orioles were in double
digits led by Aubrey Klingensmith
with 16 points. Morghan Litz had 15
points and Gabriella Slovack added
10 points. Comp was led in the game
by Trinity McCarthy with 11 points.
Sheyenne Santiago had nine points.
Belchertown is now 1-1 while Comp

Bailey Neuhauser sends a free-throw
attempt away.

Trinity McCarthy dribbles into the offensive
side of the court.

Caitlin Belanger looks to her
right for an open teammate.

Elynis Isaac attempts a three-pointer.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
UNDER M.G.L. c. 183A, §6
AND M.G.L. c. 254, §5
AND §5A
UNIT 6026C, DOVERBROOK
ESTATES CONDOMINIUM
70 GREENWOOD
TERRACE,
CHICOPEE,
MASSACHUSETTS

By virtue of Judgment of the
Chicopee District Court (Civil
Docket No. 2320CV000243) in
favor of the DOVERBROOK
ESTATES  CONDOMINIUM
against MICHAEL J. AXTON
establishing a lien pursuant to
M.G.L. c. 183A, §6 on the real
estate known as 70 Greenwood
Terrace, Unit 6026C, in the Do-
verbrook Estates Condominium,
for the purpose of satisfying such
lien, pursuant to M.G.L. c. 254,
§5 and §5A, the real estate be
sold at Public Auction at 11:00
O’CLOCK A.M. on the 20TH
DAY OF JANUARY, A.D. 2026
at the premises located at 70
Greenwood Terrace, Unit 6026C,
Chicopee, Massachusetts. The
premise to be sold is more partic-
ularly described as follows:

All that certain parcel of land
situated in Chicopee, Hampden
County, Massachusetts, more
particularly described in Exhibit
“A” attached hereto.

As per M.G.L. Chapter 188,
sect.13, the Grantor, under oath
and subject to the pains and pen-
alties of perjury, does hereby de-
pose, state and certify that: (i) I
release all rights of Homestead
in the subject realty, (ii) that no
spouse, non-owner spouse, for-
mer spouse, or any other person
resides in the home, and (iii) at
the time of delivery of this deed,
no spouse, former spouse, or any
other person is entitled to claim
the benefit of an existing estate of
homestead.

Being the same premises con-
veyed to the grantor by deed dat-
ed November 2, 2010, recorded
in the Hampden Country Regis-
try of Deeds, Book 18531, Page
33.

EXHIBIT “A”

The Unit 6026C contains 871
square feet of building area, more
or less, and is laid out as shown
on the Unit Plan attached here-
to and recorded herewith, which
Unit Plan is a copy of a portion of
the plans recorded with the Mas-
ter Deed. A verified statement in
the form provided for in Section
9, Chapter 183A, of the General
Laws of Massachusetts, is at-
tached to such Unit Plan.

The Unit is conveyed together
with a 0.1621917% undivided
interest (subject to adjustment in
accordance with the applicable
provisions of the Master Deed) in
the Common Areas and Facilities

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

as defined and described in the
Master Deed. The Unit is subject
to and has the benefit of all ap-
plicable provisions contained in
the Master Deed (including the
provisions granting exclusive use
rights), and in the Declaration
of Trust (including by-Laws) of
the Doverbrook Estates Condo-
minium Trust dated December 3,
1982 and recorded in Hampden
County Registry of Deeds, Book
5351, Page 220, and the rules and
regulations from time to time ad-
opted thereunder by said Trust,
including without limitation the
provisions for assessment of
common expenses.

The Unit is also conveyed to-
gether with an exclusive right
to use: (a) the parking space as-
signed to the Unit in Exhibit B to
the Master Deed and shown on
the Site Plan recorded with the
Master Deed; (b) the garden area
adjacent to the Unit as shown on
the Site Plan; and (c) the storage
area, if any, assigned to the Unit
in Exhibit B to the Master Deed
and shown on the Site Plan.

Except as otherwise provid-
ed in paragraph 8 of the Master
Deed, the Unit is intended to be
used for residential purposes. The
Unit is subject to the restrictions
on use contained in paragraph 9
of the Master Deed, which are
incorporated by reference.

The Grantee is acquiring the
Unit with the benefit of, and sub-
ject to the provisions of Chapter
183A of the General Laws of
Massachusetts relating to condo-
miniums, as that Statute is writ-
ten as the date hereof, and as it
may in the future be amended.

Grantee, for Grantee and
Grantee’s successors and assigns,
as owners of the Unit, by exe-
cuting and accepting this Deed,
hereby appoints and constitutes
Grantor, and Grantor’s succes-
sors and assigns, as Grantee’s
true and lawful attorney-in-fact
with full power coupled with an
interest which cannot be revoked,
to vote for, execute, acknowl-
edge, deliver and record (i) one or
more amendments to the Master
Deed, pursuant to paragraph 12
thereof, for the purpose of adding
additional phases to the Condo-
minium (ii) one or more amend-
ments to the Master Deed, and
deeds, easements or other instru-
ments, pursuant to paragraph 14
of the Master Deed, for the pur-
pose of dedicating streets within
the Condominium, in whole or in
part, as public ways; and (iii) one
or more amendments to the Mas-
ter Deed, and deeds, easements
or other instruments, pursuant to
paragraph 4 of the Master Deed,
for the purpose of conveying a
parcel of land within the Condo-
minium to the City of Chicopee
as war memorial.

Being the same premises con-
veyed by Quitclaim Deed from
Doris I. Hebert and William V.
Guiel, Jr. to Michael J. Axton
dated January 26, 2022 and re-
corded with the Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book
24375, Page 343.

Said Unit is subject to any/
and all covenants, easements,
encroachments, conditions, re-
strictions and agreements effect-
ing the unit whether recorded or
unrecorded.

TERMS: A deposit payable in
cash or certified bank check or
money order of $5,000.00 shall
be payable at the Auction and the
balance of the payment shall be
payable by cash, certi-
fied bank check, money order
or wired funds within thirty (30)
days of the Auction.

Other terms to be announced

at the sale, including a minimum

bid and the right to reject all bids
if none are acceptable.

DOVERBROOK ESTATES

CONDOMINIUM

By Its Attorney,

Dated: December 9, 2025
Gina M. Desrochers
(BBO #681910)
Perkins & Anctil, P.C.
6 Lyberty Way, Suite 201
Westford, MA 01886
(978) 496-2000
gdesrochers @perkinslawpc.com
12/19, 12/26/2025, 01/02/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD25P2618GD
In the interests of
Izabella Ann Green
of Chicopee, MA
Minor

NOTICE AND ORDER:

Petition for Appointment

of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL

INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time:
A hearing on a Petition for
Appointment of Guardian of a
Minor filed on 12/17/2025 by

Nancy Green of Chicopee,
MA

Chris Green of Chicopee,
MA

will be held 01/16/2026
08:30 AM Guardianship of
Minor Hearing. Located:
50 State St., 4th Floor,
Springfield, MA 01103.

2. Response to Petition: You
may respond by filing a written
response to the Petition or by
appearing in person at the hear-
ing. If you choose to file a writ-
ten response, you need to:

File the original with the
Court; and

Mail a copy to all interested
parties at least five (5) business
days before the hearing.

3. Counsel for the Minor:
The minor (or an adult on behalf
of the minor) has the right to
request that counsel be appoint-
ed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: If
you are a parent of the minor
child who is the subject of this
proceeding you have a right to
be represented by an attorney. If
you want an attorney and cannot
afford to pay for one and if you
give proof that you are indigent,
an attorney will be assigned to
you. Your request for an attor-
ney should be made immediately
by filling out the Application of
Appointment of Counsel form.
Submit the application form in
person or by mail at the court
location where your case is
going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Minor at
Hearing: A minor over age 14
has the right to be present at any
hearing, unless the Court finds
that it is not in the minor’s best
interests.

Date: December 17, 2025
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
12/26/2025

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on January 9th,
2025 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and

EARLY DEADLINES

FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES

New Year’s will bring early deadlines for all ads & legal notices to run in
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of Dec. 29, 2025 - Jan. 2, 2026:

Friday, December 26 at 2 PM for January 1 issue
e Country Journal e The Register ® Wilbraham-Hampden Times
e Agawam Advertiser News

Monday, December 29 at 2 PM for January 1 issue
e Sentinel ® The Journal Register
* Ware River News ® Barre Gazette

Tuesday, December 30 at 2 PM for January 2 issue
e Quaboag Current ® Town Reminder
® The Holyoke Sun e Chicopee Register

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 e www.turley.com

expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2011 Kia Optima

VIN: KNAGR4A69B5090380
Marie E Murphy

16 Nw Corner Rd.

North Stonington, CT 06359

2009 Ford Focus

VIN: 1IFAHP34N19W 127412
Sheikh Faisal

1215 Wilbraham Rd.
Springfield, MA 01119

2007 Chevrolet Uplander
VIN: IGNDU23W17D213549
Jamal Williams

68 Lakevilla Ave.

Springfield, MA 01109

2015 Toyota Corolla

VIN: 2T1BURHE7FC329410
Dervish Bojka Jr.

5 Ridge Rd.

Wallingford, CT 06492

2019 Hyundai Elantra

VIN: SNPD84LF5KH411644
Yvette Ryles

54 Taylor Drive

Hartford, Ct 06106

2005 Scion Tc

VIN: JTKDE177250006846
Lisa Lopez

60 Ball St., Apt. 2

Yonkers, NY 10701
12/26/2025, 01/02, 01/09/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on January 2nd
at Interstate Towing, Inc the fol-
lowing Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2015 Honda Civic

VIN: 19XFB2F76FE259175
Alica Ashe

73 Broad Reach Unit T84C
Weymouth, MA 02191

2009 Mercedes Benz M1350
VIN: 4JGBB86E79A445097
Howard Heckstall

88 Cross St. Bsmt
Southbridge, MA 01550

2014 Volkswagen Jetta

VIN: 3VW637AJ3EM331688
Brittany Dulude

26 James St.

East Longmeadow, MA

2014 Mercedes Cla 250

VIN: WDDSJ4GB3EN146638
Adrian Velez Cotto

50 Lawndale St.

Chicopee, Ma 01020

2010 Nissan Sentra

vin: 3nlab6ap8al620972
Jonathon Acevedo

385 Water St.

Indian Orchard, MA 01151

Transpro Tank

VIN: LLPTGLHE4S1850365
Angel Toledo

5 Worcester P1., Apt. 3
Holyoke, MA 01040

2013 Nissan Altima

VIN: IN4AL3APXDN440346
Hector Preez

20 Clinton Ave.

Westfield, MA 01085

2006 Ford Focus

VIN: 1FAFP34N76W201547
Katheleen Greenwood

89 Coleman St., Apt. 834
West Haven, CT 06516

12/19, 12/26/2025, 01/02/2026

SALE OF MOTOR
VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by
Interstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,

section 39A, that on December
26th at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2008 BMW X3
WBXPC93448WJ08979
HENRY GRIMES

171 PROSPECT ST

EAST LONGMEADOW, MA
01028

2012 HONDA ACCORD
1HGCP2F34CA242750
STANLEY EDMONDS
67 QUEBEC ST. APT 2L
INDIAN ORCHARD, MA
01151

2012 CHEVROLET MALIBU
1G1ZB5E05CF215293
TAMARRI LOPEZ CARDONA
12 BAYONNE ST APT 2L
SPRINGFIELD, MA 01105

2011 HYUNDAI SONATA
SNPEC4AC0BH299492
DESEANA RENEE DAVIS
906 OAKWOOD AVE
TOLEDO, OH, 43607

2014 AUDI A6
WAUFGAFC5EN(017249
SHANE CONLIN

16A WENDOVER RD
WORCESTER, MA 01606

2006 BUICK RENDEZVOUS
3G5DB03L86S542456
MARIA RAMOS

18 BRISTOL ST
SPRINGFIELD, MA 01109

2025 TAIZHOU ZHILONG
HZ2TCDM4351006043
EDWARD OTERO

51 KINGS LANE
SPRINGFIELD, MA 01109

2009 NISSAN SENTRA
3N1AB61EX91.649271
Diedra Elizabeth Sevcik

160 STAFFORD ST
SSTAFFORD SPRINGS, CT
06076

2003 FORD ESCAPE
1IFMCU94183K(C85298
CHARLES T RIBARDO
953 CARLETON ROAD,
WESTFIELD, MA 07090

12/12, 12/19, 12/26/25

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate

and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P2624EA
Estate of:

Helen A Muraszka
Date of Death: 10/26/2025
CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Pamela A Neves
of West Suffield, CT requesting
that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Pamela A Neves of West Suff-
ield, CT be appointed as Person-
al Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this

proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 01/22/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-min-
istration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: December 18, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
12/26/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD25P2609EA
Estate of:
Charles H. Solock
Date of Death:
November 29, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Jennifer M.
Fleury of Thornton, PA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

Jennifer M. Fleury of Thorn-
ton, PA has been informally ap-
pointed as the Personal Repre-
sentative of the estate to serve
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

12/26/2025

WRESTLING
from page 7

Nathan Pen held an 8-6 ad-
vantage after the first period
before posting a pin 29 sec-
onds into the second period.

One of the best matches
of the evening took place in
the 175 weight class, which
lasted all three periods.

Belchertown’s Roman
Mosher had a 3-1 lead over
Jermiah Delgado at the end
of the first period.

Mosher outscored his
opponent 7-3 lead in the

second period giving him
a 10-4 advantage. He then
earned two more points in
the third period and won the
match by a decision.

“Roman wrestled all six
minutes and it was a very
good match for him,” Mc-
Neill said. “He knew that he
wanted to go the distance. It
was very nice to see.”

The four points cut the
Orioles deficit to 42-22.

That was also the only
match that went the dis-
tance.

Chicopee’s final win

came at 190 where Peyton
Rogers posted a pin with
1:07 remaining in the sec-
ond period.

The Orioles wrapped
up the match with pins by
Eli Grillo (215) with 40
seconds left in the second
period and Thomas Nor-
mandeau (285) with 1:09
remaining in the opening
period.

There were also several
competitive j.v. matches.

It was the only match-
up of the regular season be-
tween the two squads.

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.

1014 Center St

Ludlow, MA

583-6508
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

DRY FIREWOOD
Oak/maple, cut/split/delivered,
$300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more.
Edwin Wroblewski Logging,
413-824-0731.

Buying standing timber,
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood
for outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

Call us at 413.283.8393

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

2***x*x*x*xx A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years experi-
ence. No job too small.

Cell (413)330-3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.
Call John at (413) 206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

TUNE-UPS

A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

EARLY
DEADLINE

In observance of NIEW VYEAR’'S for
Dec. 29-Jan. 2 newspapers there will be an
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE?!

Place your advertisement no later than

Friday, Dec. 26 at 3 p.m.

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 e 413-283-8393 e www.turley.com

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Inte-
rior painting/staining, wallpaper removal,
wall/ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting.
Quality workmanship, fully insured. Free
estimates. Call 413-896-8264.

Buying? Selling?

Our
Classifieds =
Get Results! '§

—

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

SNOWPLOWING

RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.
Wilbraham residential only Call or Text
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

vl

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

HOME IMPROVEMENT

N

(413) 687-5552)

or call: 413-283-8393
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 0 MasterCard QVISA 0O Discover 0 Cash 0 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——

Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTOWN

!
B

Q omnmm

£

W NORTH
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD

et
GROOKFELD

o

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WEST
SPRINGFIELD SPRINGFIELD

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

OR

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

LUDLOW PUBLIC SCHOOL
DISTRICT PARA-EDUCATOR.

Submit resume and letter of intent to:
www.schoolspring.com

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

QUAINT  WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, I-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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DL&G TREE

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

-----------
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED



