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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer

amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – At the 
four-hour long Monson An-
nual Town Meeting, marked 
by impassioned testimony 
and financial caution, res-
idents voted to approve a 
$28.3 million operating 
budget for Fiscal Year 2026, 
including a contested 
$300,000 increase to the 
school department’s bud-
get. The decision followed 
more than an hour of debate 
on Article 15, which set the 
town’s annual spending plan 
for the year beginning July 
1, 2025, and ending June 30, 
2026.

The total approved op-
erating budget, $28,296,292, 
supports general govern-
ment operations, public 
safety, public works, human 
services, debt service, and 
other municipal functions. 
However, it was the edu-
cation line item that com-
manded the meeting’s focus, 
revealing deep divides over 

how to prioritize student ser-
vices while maintaining the 
town’s financial stability.

Budget structure and 
departmental allocations

Article 15 proposed the 
annual operating budget for 
all tax-supported depart-
ments. Categories included:

•	  $2,043,795
• Public Safety: 

$3,618,695
• Public Works: 

$1,501,572
• Human Services: 

$409,225
• Culture & Recreation: 

$618,659
• Debt Service: 

$1,101,025
• Assessments: $1,570
• Unclassified: 

$6,536,868
• Education (originally 

proposed): $12,164,882
• Education (final, after 

amendment): $12,464,882
In addition, the town 

approved the Pathfinder Vo-
cational High School assess-
ment of $1,489,720.

By Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer

amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Monson 
Finance Director Jamie Far-
num delivered an in-depth 
presentation before the start 
of the Monson Annual Town 
Meeting titled “Annual 
Town Meeting: Funding Ar-
ticles, the Budget and What 
It All Means,” aiming to de-
mystify the town’s financial 
structure and highlight the 
importance of the evening’s 
decisions. Her presentation, 
developed over two weeks, 
responded to repeated ques-
tions from residents about 
how various funding sources 
are used across town opera-
tions.

The Importance of 
Community Involvement

Farnum emphasized 
that the choices made during 
Town Meeting would impact 

every core service in Mon-
son; from education and pub-
lic safety to infrastructure 
and community programs. 
While Monson faces many 
of the same fiscal challenges 
as other small towns in Mas-
sachusetts, she noted that 
what sets the town apart is 
its collective willingness to 
tackle these issues together. 
“This isn’t a one-time issue,” 
Farnum said. “The budget 
pressures we’re discussing 
tonight will grow each year.” 
She stressed the importance 
of community engagement, 
not only at Town Meeting 
but throughout the budget 
process at public hearings, 
board meetings, and work-
shops. She urged residents to 

By Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer

amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Pathfinder 
Regional Vocational Tech-
nical High School marked 
a significant milestone this 
week as 49 outstanding stu-
dents were inducted into the 
National Technical Honor 
Society (NTHS), one of the 
largest induction classes in 
the school’s history. The cer-
emony, held in the school’s 
cafeteria, celebrated not 
only academic achievement 

but the values of leadership, 
service, and professionalism 
that lie at the heart of career 
and technical education.

Superintendent Eric 
Duda opened the ceremony 
with a warm welcome and a 
deep sense of personal pride, 
noting that he himself was 
inducted into the NTHS at 
Pathfinder almost exactly 26 
years ago. “To see 49 of you 
here tonight is truly remark-
able,” he said. “It speaks to 
the growth of our school, the 

Town Meeting approves 
$28.3M operating budget

PALMER MONSON

Town meeting gets budget 
tutorial before voting
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PALMER – Pathfinder 
Regional Vocational Techni-
cal High School was filled 
with the sounds of music, the 
scent of international cuisine, 
and the buzz of community 
pride on Thursday, May 8, 
during its Third Annual Arts 
& Culture Night. Held in the 
school cafeteria, the event 
offered a dynamic and inter-
active celebration of student 
creativity and multicultural 
learning, drawing families, 
staff, and community mem-
bers into a space where the 
arts and vocational education 
met in harmony.

Guests were welcomed 
into a transformed cafete-

Creativity and culture come alive 
SCHOOL

By Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer

amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Last 
Wednesday a private meet-
ing between only invited 
guests, transportation ad-
vocates, town leaders, and 
business owners was held at 
the Steaming Tender Restau-
rant to push for a pivotal de-
cision in the future of New 
England rail: the establish-
ment of a centrally located 
downtown station in Palmer. 

At the center of the 
discussion was the Central 
Corridor Passenger Rail Co-
alition (CCPRC) and its vi-
tal North-South link, which 
is currently at risk of being 
overlooked in Massachu-
setts’ broader East-West rail 
planning.

Scarlet Lamothe, speak-
ing on behalf of the CCPRC, 
welcomed attendees with 
a call to civic engagement 
and stressed the commit-
tee’s focus on connecting 
various regions along the 
north-south-east-west rail, 
and broader areas across 
Connecticut, Massachu-
setts, Vermont, and even into 
Montreal.

“Our mission is to cre-
ate viable, comfortable 
transportation that strength-
ens our communities and 
economies,” Scarlet said. 
“Palmer is the linchpin in 
that vision.”

The project’s goals go 
beyond just transportation. 
Restoring regional rail ser-
vice is seen as a driver for 

Stakeholders 
continue to rally 
for East-West rail

PALMER

By Abigail McCoy 
Staff Writer

amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The Mon-
son Senior Center was filled 
with celebration and cheer 
during its annual Mother’s 
Day luncheon last week. 
Attendees enjoyed a festive 
turkey dinner complete with 
mashed potatoes, vegetables, 
and cookies, while Neil Di-

amond tribute artist Charlie 
Lask provided live musical 
entertainment. The center’s 
staff offered warm greetings 
and encouraged everyone to 
enjoy the afternoon’s gather-
ing, which honored the many 
mothers and grandmothers in 
the Monson community.

The joyful occasion was 
part of the center’s broader 
mission to create inclusive, 
welcoming spaces for seniors 

to connect, socialize, and 
thrive.

A variety of upcoming 
programs aim to keep that 
sense of community going 
strong. On Thursday May 
15, the center will host Piz-
za with the Police, which 
includes lunch and a tour of 
the local police station. The 
event is open to anyone inter-
ested in learning more about 
Monson’s law enforcement 

and fostering positive con-
nections. Advanced sign-up 
by Tuesday was encouraged 
to ensure enough pizza for all.

This Wednesday marks 
the debut of Mindful Con-
nections, a monthly support 
group designed for individu-
als who may be feeling dis-
connected or low in energy. 
The group, led by Alyssa Ro-
driguez in partnership with 
the Behavioral Health Net-

work, will meet on the second 
Wednesday of each month. 
Center staff emphasized that 
the group is open to all and 
aims to promote mental well-
ness in a friendly and stig-
ma-free environment.

Also continuing are 
several trusted support ser-
vices. The Caregivers’ Sup-
port Group, held on the third 

Senior Center celebrates Mother’s Day with concert
MONSON
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Record crowd joins 
Honor Society induction

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

Charlie Lask starts off his set 
by singing Holly Holy by Neil 
Diamond.

Submitted by Olivia Falcone

Destiny Rodriguez is pinned by her little brother at the Pathfind-
er Honor Society induction ceremony.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Green paddles go up as residents pass a motion.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

The town meeting awaits a financial presentation.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Mia Keegan (left) and Parker Rasys (right) at the CAD Pre-engineering booth showing off their 
machine.

at Pathfinder Arts and Culture Night
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DEADLINE
The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline for public submissions to 
Mondays. To get your submission in for that week’s edition space permitting, 
email Editor at journalregster@turley.com or call the office at 413-283-8393 
by noon on Mondays. We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

PALMER – Girl Scouts 
of Central and Western MA 
is hosting a recruitment 
event in your area! This 
FREE Sip and Paint will 
take place on Wednesday, 
May 28 at 6 p.m. at Second 
Congregational Church.

Girls in grade K who 
are not currently Girl Scouts 
and their guardians are in-

vited to attend. Girls will 
enjoy a typical Girl Scout 
troop meeting with hands-
on activities and girls will 
receive their first patch. 
Adults will be discussing 
forming a new troop.

More info can 
be found at  https://
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
events/3640275139597754.

Girl scouts 
welcome new 
member event

MONSON – The Mon-
son Patriotic Celebration 
Committee is again this 
year organizing Memorial 
Day Activities. On Saturday 

morning May 24, American 
Flags will be placed on the 
graves of Monson Veterans 
who have gone to their Eter-
nal Rest. Hillcrest Cemetery, 

Hillside Cemetery and Beth-
any Cemetery are the 3 major 
cemeteries included in this 
event.

The Committee is ask-
ing people who would like to 
volunteer their time to meet at 
any one of these locations by 
9:00 am on Saturday morn-
ing. Your assistance would be 
greatly appreciated.

On Monday, May 26 at 
10 a.m. a parade will begin 
at the Monson Animal Clin-
ic, 2 Main Street and march 
down Main Street to the front 
steps of Memorial Hall for a 
ceremony to beheld honoring 
all Veterans who have served 

this country with honor and 
distinction. At 11 a.m. Amer-
ican Legion Post 241 will be 
performing a gun salute, with 
Taps being played, and the 
raising of the American Flag. 

Monson clergy and other 
local and state dignitaries are 
scheduled to attend. The Na-
tional Anthem will be sing by 
local Monson Singer, Jordyn 
Doyle.                                                                                  

Everyone, please join in 
this Patriotic Event, honoring 
all our Veterans. 

For further information, 
contact Karen Davis, 413-
544-1555 at your earliest con-
venience.

Monson Memorial Day activities begin May 24

MONSON – The 2024 
Annual Water Quality Con-
sumer Confidence Reports are 
available at  https://www.mon-
son-ma.gov/622/Water-Quali-
ty-Report-CCR-Index.

Hard copies of the report 
are available at Monson Town 
Hall located at 110 Main Street, 
Monson Free Library located 
at 2 High Street, and Monson 
Senior Center located at 106 
Main Street Monson, MA.

Please call 413-267-4130 
if you would like a paper re-
port delivered to your home.   
This report contains important 
information about the source 
and quality of your drinking 
water.Girl Scouts of Central 
and Western MA is hosting a 
recruitment event in your area. 

This FREE Hiking Event will 
take place on Thurs, May 15, at 
5:30 p.m. at Peaked Mountain 
Trail.

Girls entering grades K-1 
in the fall who are not currently 
Girl Scouts and their guardians 
are invited to attend. Girls will 
enjoy a typical Girl Scout troop 
meeting with hands-on activi-
ties and girls will receive their 
first patch. Adults will be dis-
cussing forming a new troop.

More info can be 
found here: https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
events/2632170686989207 

Would you be interest-
ed in sharing this opportunity 
with the community? Please 
let me know if you have any 
feedback.

Girl Scouts offer
recruitment hike

gifts.

years.

For our 175th year, we’re giving back to the community that got us here. We’ve 
always had a heart for investing in our community, but our 175th anniversary 
called for something special. Throughout the year, we’ll be giving 175 gifts to 
community members, nonprofits, charities, and local folks in need. Consider it 
a celebration of appreciation.

To learn more visit countrybank.com/175.

Red Bridge Bait
1129 East Street, Ludlow
SHINERS/WORMS/

TACKLE/ICE
Call 413-589-7957

Photo courtesy of Al Couture

Nicholas Couture receives his diploma at the Springfield 
Police Academy graduation ceremony on May 1st at 
Springfield College. Nicholas was originally selected 
for the Springfield Police Department Cadet Program 
as a 2022 graduate of Monson High School. He is the 
son of Joseph Couture of Palmer and Kelly Couture of 
Monson. Nicholas is now a full time police officer for the 
Springfield Police Department.

Couture graduates academy

MONSON – Forest 
Park’s “Wildlife on Wheels” 
program is coming to the 
Keep Homestead Museum, 
35 Ely Rd. in Monson on 
Sunday, June 1, at 1:30 p.m. 
It is a FREE educational out-
reach program that will bring 
five ambassador animals to 
the museum. The selection 
of animals varies and may 
include mammals, birds, rep-
tiles, or invertebrates.   Infor-
mation will be provided on 
each animal’s special adap-
tions, habitat, behavior, diet, 

and status in the wild.  A 
question-and-answer period 
will follow the presentation.

The program will be held 
on the lawn, weather permit-
ting.  Bring a blanket or chair 
for viewing.  If there is in-
clement weather, it will take 
place in the barn.

Admission is free, 
though donations are wel-
come. The museum is open 
from 1 – 3:30 p.m. with light 
refreshments.  For more in-
formation visit www.keep-
homesteadmuseum.org.

Wildlife on Wheels 
at Keep June 1

MONSON – The 2024 
Annual Water Quality Con-
sumer Confidence Reports 
are available at   https://
www.monson-ma.gov/622/
W a t e r - Q u a l i t y - R e -
port-CCR-Index.

Hard copies of the re-
port are available at Mon-
son Town Hall located at 
110 Main Street, Monson 
Free Library located at 2 

High Street, and Monson 
Senior Center located at 
106 Main Street Monson, 
MA.

Please call 413-267-
4130 if you would like a 
paper report delivered to 
your home.  

This report contains 
important information 
about the source and qual-
ity of your drinking water.

Monson water 
quality reports 
now available

BRIMFIELD – 2025 
Marks the 6th year of the Pi-
oneer Valley Wine and Food 
festival. The event will be held 
Saturday, June 7 and Sunday, 
June 8 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
rain or shine, at Brimfield 
Auction Acres at 35 Main St., 
Brimfield.

This exciting event brings 

together New England Winer-
ies, Cideries, Breweries, Dis-
tilleries, and Meaderies from 
across the Pioneer Valley and 
beyond.The festival will con-
tinue its early partnership with 
Massachusetts Department of 
Agriculture (MDAR). 

Featuring local vintners 
and craft brewers ready to spill 

their secrets, plus a sizzling 
chef panel starring culinary 
celebs like Brynn Gibson, the 
youngest Black Jacket final-
ist from Fox’s Hell’s Kitch-
en with Gordon Ramsay. We 
also have Jared Forman, the 
culinary mastermind behind 
Deadhorse Hill, who brought 
the heat on Food Network’s 

Beat Bobby Flay. 
For more details and to 

purchase tickets, visit: http://
pioneervalleywinefestival.com. 

Location: Brimfield Auc-
tion Acres is conveniently lo-
cated just 5 miles off the Mass 
Pike/I-84 Sturbridge exit, mak-
ing it easily accessible for a 
weekend getaway.

Pioneer Valley’s 6th Annual Wine 
and Food Festival to be held June 7-8

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there
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BUSINESS RELOCATING
★ Everything Must Go Event! ★
Sunday, May 18, 2025 • 8am-6pm

• Salon Fixtures & Tools
~ Styling Stations

~ Hydraulic Chairs
~ Shampoo Sink/Chair

• Retail Displays
• Office Furniture

• Seating
• Cabinetry
• Shelving

• Decor and Rugs
• Beverage Service Items

• Cleaning Supplies
• So Much More!

1039 Thorndike Street, Palmer
(413) 283-8873

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply
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        GiggleBugs  
       Preschool
        Infant/Toddler Center

                         

BRAND NEW 
PRESCHOOL!

NOW ENROLLING!!!!
Hours: Monday-Friday 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

• Clean/Safe Environment
• Experienced/Certified DEEC Trained Staff

• Kindergarten Prep
• Educational Curriculum/Age-Appropriate

• Social Learning/Healthy Eating
• Diverse Learning Environment

• Special Needs Children Welcome!!
• Smoke Free Location

• Offers Infants/Toddler Care 
• Offers Before/After School Care

ONLY LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE!!
Children Ages: 2 months to 14 years old

CALL TODAY!
Lindsay Richard 

(Director)

(413) 267-4373

lindsayrichard975
@yahoo.com

17 Palmer Road 
Monson, MA 01057

www.gigglebugspreschoolcenter.com

 
        GiggleBugs  
       Preschool
        Infant/Toddler Center

                         

Preschool
Infant/Toddler Center

OPEN HOUSE
    Date & Time: Sunday, May 18 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
    Location: 17 Palmer Road, Monson, MA 01057
    Contact: Lindsay Richard (413) 267-4373
    Website: gigglebugspreschoolcenter.com
Come celebrate our New Preschool Center in Monson

GiggleBugs is hiring for Teachers and Assistants. 
If interested, please bring a copy of your resume on 
the day of the open house to schedule an interview.

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

The crowd waits for Charlie Lask to perform. Refreshments were served as part of the concert.

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

Ferrara Consulting 
& Properties

Consulting all Matters 
of Real Estate

Art Ferrara

(413) 348-5827

Wednesday of each month, 
offers private space for those 
caring for loved ones with 
Alzheimer’s or dementia to 
share experiences and support 
one another.

Additionally, the Mem-
ory Café continues to be a 
meaningful option for indi-
viduals with dementia and 
their caregivers. Held on the 
first Monday of every month 
at the Monson Library, the 
café offers music, games, 
and light refreshments in 
a relaxed, secure environ-
ment. The program is part of 
the town’s Age & Dementia 
Friendly initiative.

The center’s commitment 
to education and engagement 
remains strong. On May 28, 
Judge Santanello will visit the 
center for an informal discus-
sion on civil and family law. 
Residents are encouraged to 
bring questions for this acces-
sible and informative session.

Looking ahead to June, 
the center is preparing for 
a Father’s Day celebration, 

with details on entertainment 
to be announced soon. A Na-
tional Grid Energy Fair is also 
planned later this summer to 
help residents learn how to 
better manage home energy 
costs.

Behind the scenes, Di-
rector Lori Stacy noted that 
the center, like many others 
across the country, is keeping 
a close eye on developments 
related to federal and state 
funding. While there’s cur-
rently no cause for alarm, Sta-
cy acknowledged that delayed 
federal budget decisions can 
sometimes create uncertain-
ty for programs that rely on 
grants for transportation, out-
reach, and nutrition services.

“Our approach is to stay 
informed and keep planning,” 
Stacy said. “We’re moving 
forward while we wait for 
clarity. The important thing is 
that our doors are open, and 
our programs continue.”

While some neighboring 
communities are navigating 
more immediate budget short-
falls, Monson is continuing to 
operate on a steady course. 

Stacy expressed appreciation 
for the community’s support 
and encouraged residents to 
reach out with questions and 
ideas.

The day’s message was 
one of celebration and resil-
ience. Staff reminded guests 
that staying active and en-
gaged is one of the best ways 
to support personal wellness 
and community strength.

As the Senior Center 
looks ahead to a busy sum-
mer, its team remains focused 
on what matters most: serving 
Monson’s seniors with com-
passion, creativity, and com-
mitment.

CONCERT  ❙  from page 1

strength of our programs and 
staff, and the incredible dedi-
cation of our students.”

Duda introduced mem-
bers of the Pathfinder School 
Committee, Lorraine Alves, 
Keith Bailey, and John Na-
son, alongside key members 
of the school’s administra-
tion. He emphasized that 
the honor society recognizes 
more than just grades; it cel-
ebrates perseverance, integri-
ty, and the willingness to lead 
and serve others. “Success is 
not always about talent or 
natural ability,” he reminded 
students, quoting Steve Jobs. 

“It’s about pure persever-
ance.”

Among this year’s in-
ductees are Eagle Scouts, 
star athletes, and medal-win-
ning students in statewide 
competitions. Notably, three 
students recently won gold 
medals at the SkillsUSA 
Massachusetts State Champi-
onship in Urban Search and 
Rescue and Baking, earning 
the opportunity to compete 
nationally in Atlanta this 
June.

“These students are not 
just excelling in the class-
room,” Duda said. “They are 
contributing to our school 
community through clubs, 
athletics, and national or-

ganizations like SkillsUSA, 
DECA, FFA, and FIRST Ro-
botics. They’re role models.”

Following Superinten-
dent Duda’s remarks, Caitlin 
Phelps, Director of Cooper-
ative Education, shared the 
meaning and symbols of the 
National Technical Honor 
Society. She explained that 
the NTHS emblem, which 
is a shield with a scroll, the 
head of a bald eagle, and a 
circle of seven stars, rep-
resents the core values of 
the society: skill, honesty, 
service, responsibility, schol-
arship, citizenship, and lead-
ership.

“Silver stands for value 
and worth. White represents 

truth and honesty. Purple 
symbolizes achievement and 
honor,” said Phelps. “These 
colors, and this organization, 
highlight the value of excel-
lence in workforce educa-
tion.”

A central moment of the 
evening came during the can-
dle-lighting ceremony. Fac-
ulty, staff, and school com-
mittee members took turns 
lighting candles, each repre-
senting one of the seven at-
tributes of an NTHS member. 
The ceremony was both sym-
bolic and moving, reminding 
the audience of the values 
that underpin true leadership 
and success.

The formal induction 

was led by Academic Direc-
tor Dan Whalley, who guid-
ed the students through the 
NTHS pledge, committing 
them to uphold the society’s 
standards and apply their 
skills and knowledge toward 
careers and citizenship.

The evening also hon-
ored 22 returning members 
who continue to demonstrate 
the society’s values in their 
technical programs. These 
students were recognized 
with graduation stoles, tas-
sels, and gifts, with treats 
provided by the Culinary 
Arts Department.

“Tonight was about more 
than awards,” said Rege. “It 
was about character. You’ve 

embodied the values that 
these candles represent, and 
you now carry the responsi-
bility of leading by example.”

The ceremony conclud-
ed with a standing ovation, 
celebrating not just the indi-
vidual accomplishments of 
the inductees, but also the 
supportive families, facul-
ty, and community that have 
helped them succeed.

Pathfinder Tech’s NTHS 
chapter continues to set a 
high standard for career and 
technical education in Mas-
sachusetts, preparing stu-
dents to excel not just in their 
chosen fields, but as leaders 
in their communities and be-
yond.

HONOR  ❙  from page 1

Submitted by Olivia Falcone

The crowd applauds the new inductees	 The first candle being lit, the candle of Knowledge.
Eric Duda and Ryan Rege, lead the 49 inductees into the hall to 
receive their accolades.
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Letters to the 
editor policy
Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, 
and guest columns between 
500-800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require that the 
person submitting the opinion 
also include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone 
number. We must confirm 
authorship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right to edit or 
withhold any submissions deemed 
to be libelous, unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal attacks, or 
defamation of character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com
The submission deadline for
consideration is Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up to 
250 words from local residents endorsing 
candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to journalregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes (it 
will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will 
be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be 
printed. If the volume of letters received is 
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a rep-
resentative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about con-
tested races for Congress, state Senate, 
state House, district attorney and Governor’s 
Council during the weeks leading up to the 
election, as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases 
will be printed, nor will reporters cover polit-
ical rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may 
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about 
paid advertising in The Journal Register.
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Viewpoints

I went outside yes-
terday to assess 
the damage 

after nearly five 
inches of rain 
fell from last 
Thursday night 
through Satur-
day mid day.  

To say that 
I was mortified 
was an under-
statement. My pea 
seedlings were underwater, 
there was a river flowing into 
the trenches that my newly 
planted potatoes were in, and 
the floor of my greenhouse 
literally had an empty bucket 
floating in it.  

Although the water ta-
ble has fallen in the last 24 
hours, I still wonder when, 
if ever, I will be able to plant 
the parts of my garden still 
covered in winter rye, as till-
ing it in might not happen un-
til July, and that’s if we don’t 
get anymore rain. I was mad 
about it all day, because this 
was the year I was going 
to have the best gar-
den ever.  

My trans-
plants look fan-
tastic, and I have 
all sorts of 
s e e d l i n g s 
going in 
succession, 
so that, for 
example, my 
broccoli and 
cauliflower don’t 

ripen all at once. How will I 
ever plant them, I thought?  

The day ended and a 
new day came, and with 
it joy in the morning. The 
standing water was gone, at 
least, and so was my desire 
to pack it all up and move to 
a condominium. Maybe there 
is hope.  

I spent Mother’s Day 
gardening after all, in higher 
parts of the yard, and it was a 
good day.

While I was working 
among the plants I made note 

that the lily leaf beetle 
has arrived. Hand-

picking and de-
stroying the 

bright red 

i n s e c t s 
over the last 
couple of years 

has thankfully inspired a re-
surgence in my patch of tiger 
lilies. It can in yours too!  

Search out adults early in 
the season, beginning in mid 
April, when they are hanging 
around looking for a mate or 
in the process of mating. Pick 
them up and drop them into 
soapy water. 

Well seasoned and espe-
cially fed-up gardeners can 
simply squish the bug. That’s 
me.  

Chances are you won’t 
be able to get every adult be-
fore some eggs are laid. Find 
them on the undersides of the 
leaves; they are brownish-red 
in color, and are easily “done 
in” by running your thumb 
along the vein of the leaf.  

If you miss some eggs, 
dealing with the larva is your 
final option before real dam-

age ensues. Squishing the 
slug-like, poop-cov-
ered larvae deserves 

a “bravest gar-
dener of the 
year” award- 

hard to do 
even by this 
“ w e l l - s e a -

soned and es-
pecially fed-up” gar-
dener’s standards!  

If you just can’t 
bring yourself to handle 

the buggers, try an insecti-
cide made from neem ex-
tract.  Although neem is a bo-
tanical, it is not to be sprayed 
when bees are out. Using it in 
the evening is a good option.

My peony plants have 
put on some nice buds. All 
but one of my plants had al-
ready been staked, and the 
one that wasn’t is on the 
small side, perfect to be put 
in one of those circular toma-
to cages.  

I was sprinkling fer-
tilizers as I weeded and 
groomed, but I left the fertil-
izer out when I came to these 
old-timers. Too much nitro-
gen for peonies can be a no-
no; instead of making more 
flowers, it can actually cause 
them to abort, or just develop 
lots of leaves at the expense 
of flowers.  

I just got word from a 
friend that there is a frost 
warning for tonight. Al-
though I didn’t see frost in 
my area, I did see that tem-
peratures may fall to around 
37 degrees. 

Alas, peppers and toma-
to transplants would revolt in 
an unheated greenhouse at 
those temperatures. Out I go, 
trucking them in to the kitch-
en, tray by tray. At least I am 
not up to my ankles in water 
tonight.  

I guess it is all part of the 
wonderful ups and downs of 
gardening in New England, 
or anywhere else for that 
matter!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

A little of this and a little of that

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
Does everyone need to 

sign up for Medicare part 
A, even if you are ex-mili-
tary? Or only on Medicaid, 
regardless of whether you 
are eligible for Social Se-
curity or not? Also is there 
a cost for just part A? 
Signed: Confused Senior 

 
Dear Confused: 

For Your Information, 
there is no cost for Medi-
care Part A inpatient hos-
pitalization coverage for 
those who are also eligible 
for Social Security bene-
fits. And it is mandatory 
to enroll in Medicare Part 
A if you are age 65 or over 
and are collecting Social 
Security benefits. If you 
are ex-military and get all 
your healthcare services 
from the VA, you must still 
enroll in Medicare Part A, 
which is free, to collect So-
cial Security benefits after 
age 65.   

Enrollment in Medi-
care Part B, which is 
healthcare coverage for 
outpatient services, is al-
ways optional because 
there is a premium associ-
ated with Part B. But if you 
receive all of your health-
care services from the 
VA, you can, if you wish, 
decline Medicare Part B 
and, thus, save the monthly 
Part B premium. Enrolling 
in Medicare Part B when 
you get all your health-
care services from the VA 
is a matter of having the 
convenience to choose any 
healthcare provider you 
wish versus using only VA 
healthcare services.  

If you receive Med-
icaid benefits and are also 
eligible for Medicare, you 
should probably enroll in 
both Medicare Part A and 
Part B (Medicare would be 
primary payor and Medic-

aid the secondary payor). 
You would be consid-
ered “dually eligible” and 
likely exempt from most 
healthcare costs with cov-
erage from both programs. 
That said, it is sometimes 
not mandatory to enroll 
in Medicare Part B to get 
Medicaid benefits, but each 
state has separate Medicaid 
eligibility rules. Thus, you 
should check with your 
state’s Medicaid office to 
see if it is mandatory to 
take Medicare Part B to 
keep your Medicaid bene-
fits. FYI, in most instanc-
es, Medicaid will pay your 
Medicare Part B costs, so 
there is little reason not 
to enroll in Medicare Part 
B while on Medicaid. Re-
gardless, enrollment in 
Medicare Part A is required 
to collect Social Security 
benefits after age 65.  

I would like to thank 
you for your service to our 
country and also assure you 
that we are always here for 
you if you have any further 
questions. 

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.  

Must I take Medicare 
Part A even if I have VA 
or Medicaid coverage? 

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Two-person German 

submarine
  6. 60-minute intervals 

(abbr.)
  9. Database management 

system
 13. Vertical position
 14. American jazz singer 

Irene
 15. Ancient Greek City
 16. Former Senate Majority 

Leader Harry
 17. Japanese seaport
 18. Self-immolation by fire 

ritual
 19. Assigns tasks
 21. Beloved type of cigar
 22. Discounts
 23. Cambodian communist 

leader Pot
 24. Important football 

position
 25. Kilometers per hour
 28. Lentil
 29. Extremely angry
 31. Yellow-flowered 

European plant
 33. American state
 36. Some are made by 

rabbits
 38. Express with a head 

movement
 39. Affair
 41. Cured
 44. Youth organization
 45. 18-year astronomical 

period
 46. Automobile
 48. Focus a shot
 49. The NFL’s big game 

(abbr.)
 51. Mouth
 52. Infections
 54. Curved pieces of a 

horse collar
 56. Shameless
 60. Assist in escaping
 61. Capuchin monkey 

genus
 62. Cold wind
 63. Retired Brazilian NBAer
 64. Tropical Old World tree
 65. Bulgarian city

 66. Speak indistinctly
 67. Soviet Socialist Republic
 68. Between-meal 

sustenance

CLUES DOWN
  1. Not soft
  2. Sharp-pointed dueling 

sword
  3. Line a roof
  4. Greek god of the 

underworld
  5. Software
  6. Large-headed elongated 

fishes
  7. Shag rugs
  8. Type of whale
  9. Lacking a plan
 10. Spill the beans
 11. Some is “heavy”
 12. One who has been 

canonized
 14. Indicate times
 17. Greeting
 20. Broadway actor Josh
 21. Seashore
 23. Indicates before

 25. Electrical power unit
 26. Destitute
 27. Drags forcibly
 29. Impropriety
 30. Word forms
 32. Equal to 10 meters
 34. Neither
 35. Computer language
 37. Practice of aging film or 

TV characters (abbr.)
 40. A woolen cap of 

Scottish origin
 42. A promise
 43. Challenges
 47. Official
 49. People living in 

Myanmar
 50. Notable tower
 52. Type of sword
 53. Vaccine developer
 55. Listing
 56. Summertime insects
 57. Concluding passage
 58. Guitarist Clapton
 59. Damp and musty
 61. Central nervous system
 65. Against

The Brimfield Waltz
It was a moment once more in May - 
And everything again was green ... 

As hard times had closed upon the land: 

And this we were getting from 
One field at least was open -

And back, among many friends?

How much was coming down -
That further must go on ... 

And then, - in your face was seen:
And music, from somewhere near -

What we were all after ... 
Could feel it all return. 

In the mystery of night, are partners joined? 
Ladies in long dresses, -  and men, gallantly tossed:

And there by the hills, that lay all around us 
We gathered to do the Brimfield Waltz. 

– Charles Barnes
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Calendar of Events
E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event 
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have an 
event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form and 
as a Word doc or plain email text – no PDFs or flyers, please – 
to journalregister@turley.com.

Saturday May 24, 2025
RED SOLO CUP concert; a tribute to Toby Keith at Brim-

field Winery 35 Main St., Brimfield, tickets available at Brim-
fieldwinery.com

Saturday, June 7- Sunday, June 8
6th Annual Pioneer Valley Wine Festival! Featuring Farm-

ers, Wine, Beer, Cider, Mead, Distilleries, Food and Art, at 
Brimfield Auction Acres Field- 35 Main St., Brimfield. Tickets 
available at pioneervalleywinefestival.com  

June 12
JEEP SHOW to benefit Autism in my Pocket- Brimfield 

Winery, 35 Main St., Brimfield. Free to the public. Jeep entries 
please email Robin at autisminmypocket@charter.net 

June 21
Concert Butcher & The Summer of Love at Brimfield 

Winery 35 Main St., Brimfield. Tickets available at Brimfield-
winery.com.

ONGOING
CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2-4 p.m. daily at the Holland 

Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice differ-
ent crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. For more in-
formation, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely 
Rd., Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hik-
ing, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be 
found in the parking lot. The Phillips Sculpture Garden is open 
year-round (handouts in box on one of the signposts). For more 
information call 413-267-4137, email khm@keephomestead-
museum.org or visit keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members 
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month in 
the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild is 
a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplishments, 
from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues are $55 a 
year. For more information, contact Barbara Beaulieu at 267-
4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Follow them on 
Facebook for more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30 p.m., 
every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St, Monson. 
Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute beginners and be-
ginners, and participants get to dance to all types of music. $10 
per class. Please wear comfortable footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday of every 
month at Top Floor Learning (third floor of the Palmer Li-
brary at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and open to the public. Play 
available board and card games or bring your own. Must be 
16 or older unless accompanied by an adult. No Registration 
Required – just show up! Questions? Call 283-2329, or 283-
3691, or email palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WINTER 
SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is 
located on Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range State 
Park. DCR Interpretive staff will be available for visitors. 
Coming in January, programs will also be offered to highlight 
the Range’s special nature in winter, see the park web site for 
details. 

QI GONG:  Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy 
Emerson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. 

UPCOMING
WALES CHURCH FARMER’S MARKET - Located in 

the church pavilion across from the post office on the corner 
of Route 19 and Monson Road. Every Saturday morning from 
9 a.m - noon. It will begin on Memorial Day weekend and run 
throughout the summer until Labor Day. We offer homemade 
baked goods, local honey, crafts, flea market items, antiques, 
and fruits and vegetables when in season. Vendors welcome 
and there is no charge to set up a table.

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

WE BUY  GOLD!

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

Call to ask about our next Computer Security class

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

MAY BASKET 
RAFFLE!!!

Tickets can be 
purchased 

on the website

TUTORING AVAILABLE
Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

Live Remote Radio 
Broadcast with WARE
May 22nd, 3pm-6pm

PALMER—Whoa, Hal-
loween fans are halfway to 
their favorite season and while 
13th World Fright Park prom-
ises to take fans by the hand, 
there is no guarantee they’ll 
make it out of the haunted 
house’s annual Halfway to 
Halloween event on Saturday, 
May 17, 2025. 

“Last year was our first 
ever Halfway to Hallow-

een and our fans loved it so 
much, we decided to do it ev-
ery year so our fans can get a 
taste of what to expect for the 
new season,” said Rich Vail-
lant, 13th  World Fright Park 
Co-Founder.  

“We have some exciting 
additions in store for the 2025 
season that we know will 
scare the living daylights out 
of attendees and we’re eager 

to test them out at Halfway 
to Halloween and make fans 
scream and run for their lives.”

Halfway to Halloween 
was created as a way for fans 
to celebrate their love of Hal-
loween and to get a sneak 
peak of what’s lurking for the 
new season. Doors open at 6 
p.m. 13th  World is located 
at 1701 Park Street. Palmer, 
Massachusetts 01069.

13th World Fright Park’s Annual 
Halfway To Halloween is May 17Palmer Police Department

The Palmer Police Department reported 
177 incidents on its logs from May 6 through 
May 13.

Tuesday, May 6
7:24 a.m. – An officer responded to a re-

port of an animal complain at Flynt and Beech 
Street. 

9:03 a.m. – An officer took a report of 
hazardous conditions at Main Street and 
Thorndike Street.

10:17 a.m. – Naoufel Benmoussa, 26, off 
1570 North Main Street, Palmer, was arrested 
on charges of a subsequent offense of operat-
ing with a suspended license and speeding. 

12:46 p.m. – An officer responded to a 
North Main Street business for a report of a 
disturbance. 

5:54 p.m. – AN officer responded to an 
accident at Thorndike and Converse Street. 
There was reported property damage. 

6 p.m. – An officer responded to an acci-
dent at Beebe Road and Reed Road. Personal 
injuries were reported. 

11:56 p.m. – Jaimaree Coronity, 23, of 
1024 School Street, Palmer was arrested on 
charged unlicensed operation of a motor vehi-
cle and failure to dim headlights. 

Wednesday, May 7
6:41 a.m. – An officer responded to an 

accident on Main Street. There was reported 
property damage.

9:14 a.m. – An officer responded to Ware 
Street for an accident with property damage.

9:32 a.m. – An officer took a report of lar-
ceny.

10 a.m. – An officer responded to a report 
of a disturbance.

12:36 p.m. – An officer responded to 
Main Street for a report of an accident with 
property damage.

1:36 p.m. – An office responded to a re-
port of an accident on Thorndike Street.

2:28 p.m. – An officer responded to an ac-
cident on Bridge Street. Personal injuries were 
reported. 

5:09 p.m. – An officer responded to a Park 
Street business for a report of disorderly con-
duct. 

5:42 p.m. – Gaurav Patel, 36, of 88 Law-
ton Street, Springfield, was arrested on charges 
of unlicensed operation of a motor vehicle. 

8:56 p.m. – An officer responded to a re-
port of a hit and run in a Thorndike Street busi-
ness parking lot. 

Thursday, May 8 
7:02 a.m. – An officer responded to Fair-

view Street for a report of vandalism. 
10:57 a.m. – An officer responded to 

Springfield Street for a report of a medical 
emergency. 

2:54 p.m. – An officer responded to a Park 
Street business for a report of shoplifting. 

2:57 p.m. – An officer responded to Bea-
con Drive for a report of a medical emergency. 

Friday, May 9
3:18 p.m. – An officer responded to a res-

idence to assist with someone having a mental 
health crisis.

5 p.m. – An officer responded to Ware 
Street and High Street for a report of an ac-
cident. 

9:04 p.m. – An officer responded to Or-
chard Street for a report of a threat.

9:45 p.m. – An officer responded to 
Thorndike Street for a report of a hit and run 
accident.

Saturday, May 10 
9:22 a.m. – An officer responded to Wil-

braham Street for a report of an accident with 
property damage.

11:07 a.m. – An officer responded to Rug-
gles Street for a report of a threat. 

1:07 p.m. – An officer responded to the 
Mass Turnpike west bound lane for a report of 
an accident with injuries. 

1:49 p.m. – An officer took a report of lar-
ceny. 

4:55 p.m. – An officer responded to a De-
pot Street business for a report of a hit and run 
accident. 

Sunday, May 11
2:32 p.m. – An officer responded to the 

Mass Turnpike west bound lane for a report of 
an accident with injuries. 

Monday, May 12
11:55 a.m. – An officer responded to Pine 

Street and Thorndike Street for a report of an 
accident with injuries. 

4:37 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident at a Thorndike Street business with 
property damage.

8:32 p.m. – An officer responded to Con-
verse Street for a report of vandalism. 

8:43 p.m. – An officer responded to Bea-
con Drive for a report of harassment. 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

  Police Logs
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
5/15/25-5/21/255/15/25-5/21/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN

HASH BROWN PATTIES 15 CT ......

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 LB BAG ................

$399
lb

ea
$399

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. SUPERIOR ON MAIN

MINI ECLAIRS JUMBO PAK 15 CT .... $999

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$1599
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE DUCKS ..............................

$135
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB BAG .............

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORKLOIN RIBEND or
LOINEND ROAST ..................

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORKLOIN 
CHOPS or ROAST ................

$188
lb

$277

lb
$399

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
SWISS CHEESE ....................$499

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ..............$299

$499
lb

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROILUSDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 

DOMESTIC HAM....................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF RIBEYE
$1029

lb

$369
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS 
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS ............. lb

CUTCUT
FREEFREE

GREAT ON THE GRILL

90 MEAT’S SPRING BOX FAMILY BUNDLE
Check Our Website For Details

$60
each

Upcoming Getaways!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

June 28 .........Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise .......... $175
July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .......................... $110
July 26 ........ Perkins Cove for a Day ..................$110
Oct. 4 ............Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum . $120
Oct. 18 ..........Turkey Train ....................................... $175

Palmer  Senior Center

Thursday, May 15
Memory Café - Lunch 

and Advise Program 

Friday, May 16
Oregano Oil Class - 

Oregano Oil is considered na-
ture’s penicillin. Stop by and 
see how to make your own 

oregano oil and its many ben-
efits. Everyone will receive 
their own sample bottle and 
the knowledge to make more. 

Friday, May 23
Movie - “Nebraska” - 

When father and adult son 
embark on a journey to claim 
a million-dollar prize, what 
begins as a fool’s errand be-

comes a search for the road to 
redemption. 

Monday, May 26 
Memorial Day - Center 

Closed 

Friday, May 30
“Rock Painting” - We 

will provide the rocks, brush-
es, and paint, you provide the 

creativity. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Boston Harbor Cruise 

- October 9, 2025—$110 in-
cludes transportation & tips, 
cruise w/ buffet lunch and 
three rounds of Bingo, on-
board DJ. $55 due at sign up 
and $55 due by August 1.

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of Memorial Day, 
there will be an

EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, May 22
– Thank you!

All motions were pre-
sented and passed by de-
partment category. The only 
modification came under the 
education category, where a 
major amendment, which was 
proposed by resident Erica 
Nissenbaum, sought to in-
crease the school budget by 
$300,000 to avoid imminent 
layoffs of teachers and sup-
port staff.

Amendment sparks fiscal 
and emotional crossroads

The amendment to the 
education line item proposed 
increasing Line 52 of the 
school budget by $300,000, 
bringing it from $10,844,619 
to $11,144,619. The total ed-
ucation budget, after all line 
items, rose to $12,464,882.

Nissenbaum, a resident 
of Butler Road in Monson, 
introduced the amendment on 
behalf of a group of concerned 
parents and residents. She de-
scribed it as a one-time emer-
gency measure necessary to 
preserve critical positions at 
the Early Childhood Center, 
Granite Valley School, and 
Monson High School.

“This amendment is 
about avoiding devastating 
cuts to student services,” she 
said. “We are not adding new 
programs. We are simply try-
ing to keep trusted staff in our 
classrooms.”

Her remarks received ap-
plause from a sizable group 
of supporters in attendance, 
many of whom voiced frus-
tration over the state of public 
education funding.

School layoffs loom as 
budget timing collides with 

state uncertainty
One central point of con-

cern was the school depart-
ment’s legally mandated June 
15 deadline to issue layoff no-
tices to staff, which is weeks 
before the state budget is ex-
pected to be finalized. This 
timing mismatch has created 
acute financial uncertainty.

Even with the $300,000 
increase, school officials 
acknowledged that approx-
imately $500,000 in cuts 
would still be necessary. 
Without the amendment, the 
layoffs would likely be deep-
er and more immediate.

Jessica Allen, a local 
parent, gave an emotionally 
charged speech supporting 
the amendment. “We are in a 
mental health crisis,” she said. 
“Our students need counsel-
ors, interventionists, and sta-
ble staff. This isn’t just about 
math and reading—this is 
about human connection and 
support.”

Allen challenged town 
officials, asking whether they 
had recently spent time in the 
district’s schools. “If you hav-
en’t walked our hallways, you 
don’t truly know what we’re 
asking you to vote on,” she 
said.

Finance officials urge 
caution over use of free cash

While public support for 
the amendment was strong, 
town officials and the Finance 
Committee raised red flags. 
Finance Director Jamie Far-
num explained that funding 
the amendment through free 
cash, a non-recurring reve-
nue source, would lower the 
town’s unappropriated re-
serve below its self-imposed 
33% threshold.

Before the amendment, 
free cash was projected to 
end the meeting at approxi-
mately $822,158. Allocating 
$300,000 would reduce the 
balance to around $536,000, 
below the $711,985 reserve 
target. Although the 33% pol-
icy is not legally binding, of-
ficials warned that violating it 
could have real consequenc-
es, including:

• Lower state free cash 
certifications in future years

• Reduced ability to re-
spond to emergencies

• Possible credit rating 
downgrades

• Increased pressure for 
a Proposition 2½ override in 
FY27

“Free cash should be 
used for one-time capital ex-
penses, not to plug holes in 
an operating budget,” Far-
num said. “Once it’s gone, it’s 
gone.”

Override Concerns and 
Sustainability Questions

Jo Sauriel, a town res-
ident, asked whether the 
amendment might lead to an 
override in the next fiscal cy-
cle. Farnum confirmed that re-

taining positions paid for with 
one-time funds will indeed 
require recurring revenue in 
FY27 or cuts elsewhere.

“If new funding isn’t 
identified,” Farnum said, 
“then yes…either an override 
or program reductions will be 
needed next year.”

Finance Committee 
members echoed this con-
cern, emphasizing that the 
amendment, while well-in-
tentioned, may set an unsus-
tainable precedent.

Capital spending and 
broader free cash strategy

In addition to Article 15, 
the meeting also addressed 
Article 21, which proposed 
approximately $457,000 in 
capital spending from free 
cash for equipment and in-
frastructure. When combined 
with the earlier $200,000 
used for the omnibus budget 
and the $300,000 education 
amendment, the town’s free 
cash utilization this year ap-
proached $1 million.

Finance Committee 
members said they support-
ed the use of free cash in this 
cycle because of anticipated 

revenue growth in FY27, but 
warned that this was not a 
long-term strategy.

Community speaks: eq-
uity, priorities, and shared re-
sponsibility

Several residents offered 
commentary highlighting the 
broader values and conflicts 
at stake.

• Roxanne Gunther crit-
icized recent increases in ad-
ministrative salaries, arguing 
that money could have been 
reallocated to preserve educa-
tion services.

• Lindsay Garman, a 
graduate of the local schools, 
encouraged more sustain-
able planning. She noted 
the district’s declining en-
rollment—roughly 800 stu-
dents—and the rising cost per 
student, which she estimated 
at $13,000 annually.

• Adam Moro called for 
a broader vision of communi-
ty support. “We’re all in this 
together,” he said. “Our kids 
matter, our seniors matter, 
our town services matter. We 
need to stop seeing this as one 
group against another.”

Others noted demograph-

ic data indicating that just 9% 
of town residents are under 
18, while over 50% are above 
age 50. Several speakers, in-
cluding Pat Oney of 1 Elm 
Street, cautioned that increas-
ing school funding may force 
cuts to vital programs such as 
the Senior Center, Parks and 
Recreation, or the library.

“We can’t make last-min-
ute decisions that risk other 
services,” Oney said. “We 
already support the schools 
through multiple channels, 
including $115,000 for trans-
portation, a $500,000 state 
earmark, and annual school 
choice revenue.”

Governance clarified: 
School Committee authority 
maintained

Throughout the meet-
ing, multiple residents raised 
questions about the bud-
get process, particularly the 
town’s role in school financ-
es. Finance officials and the 
Town Moderator reiterated 
that while Town Meeting 
approves the total school de-
partment budget, line-item 
decisions are the domain of 
the School Committee.

Farnum reminded voters 
that the school committee 
and administration are re-
sponsible for internal budget-
ing. “All town departments 
operate within the revenues 
available,” she said. “We trust 
our school officials to do the 
same.”

Final votes and conclu-
sion

The amendment to in-
crease the school budget 
passed by majority. The up-
dated education line was set 
at $12,464,882.

The omnibus budget, 
incorporating the education 
amendment and all other de-
partment appropriations, was 
then approved in its final 
form.

MEETING  ❙  from page 1

Participants enter the school for the Monson Annual Town Meeting.    Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

become involved early, when 
there’s time to weigh options 
and fully understand implica-
tions, rather than introducing 
major changes without col-
laboration or input.

Understanding the Budget 
Categories

The presentation walked 
attendees through the ma-
jor funding categories in the 
town’s financial structure. 
The general fund is the main 
operating account, supporting 
departments such as schools, 
public safety, and public 
works. Enterprise funds cover 
services like trash, water, and 
sewer through user fees, and 
must remain self-contained. 
CPA (Community Preserva-

tion Act) funds, generated by 
a 3% property tax surcharge 
and supplemented by state 
matching funds, are restricted 
to open space, recreation, his-
toric preservation, and com-
munity housing.

Financial Reserves and 
Fiscal Stability

Farnum outlined the 
town’s financial policies, 
which aim to maintain re-
serves between 5% and 7% of 
the budget in both free cash 
and stabilization funds. These 
reserves are vital to maintain-
ing Monson’s strong AA cred-
it rating and controlling the 
interest costs on capital proj-
ects. A graph displayed during 
the presentation showed a 
20-year history of the town’s 
free cash, illustrating why this 

unpredictable revenue source 
should be used for one-time 
expenses rather than recurring 
operating costs.

Rising Budget Pressures
Addressing increasing 

budget pressures, Farnum 
noted that health insurance 
and retirement assessments 
have surged; health insur-
ance alone jumped nearly 
13% this year, and retirement 
costs are up between 8% and 
10%. The town is also see-
ing higher assessments from 
regional agencies, including 
$135,000 more for Pathfinder 
and $65,000 more for West-
Com. Meanwhile, Monson’s 
revenue growth remains lim-
ited, with the town relying on 
Proposition 2 1⁄2 increases 
and uncertain state aid.

Breakdown of the 
General Fund Budget

The town’s general fund 
budget, presented as Article 
15 on the warrant, reflects a 
3.3% increase from the previ-
ous year, just over $900,000. 
Nearly 60% of that budget 
is dedicated to education-re-
lated costs, including school 
operations, transportation, 
and regional assessments. 
Rising fixed costs, such as 
pensions and healthcare, are 
consuming a growing share 
of the budget and limiting 
flexibility elsewhere.

Long-Term Financial 
Strategies

Farnum touched on 
long-term strategies the 
town is exploring to manage 
costs and improve efficiency. 

These include shared ser-
vices between departments, 
expanded financial coordi-
nation through regular Tri-
Board meetings, and explor-
ing alternatives for health 
insurance coverage. She also 
referenced past and future 
capital needs that may re-
quire debt exclusions, such 
as school repairs and safety 
improvements.

Advocacy Success 
and Positive News
One bright spot in Far-

num’s presentation was a 
recent $75,000 earmark se-
cured through advocacy ef-
forts at the state level, with 
support from Senator Ryan 
Fattman, Representative Bri-
an Ashe, and Select Board 
member Don Kupfer. The 

earmark will support the 
school district with $62,000 
for math curriculum, $4,000 
for Chromebook replace-
ments, and $7,000 for engi-
neering equipment and train-
ing, freeing up funds in the 
school’s operating budget.

Closing Remarks 
and Future Steps

Farnum closed by thank-
ing residents for their partic-
ipation and reminded every-
one that the budget process 
begins months before Town 
Meeting, typically in Octo-
ber, and benefits greatly from 
early and sustained commu-
nity input. “Recurring budget 
problems won’t disappear,” 
she said, “but our financial 
reserves will, if we use them 
to fix our problems.”

BUDGET  ❙  from page 1
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WARE – Country Bank, 
a leading full-service finan-
cial institution serving Cen-
tral and Western Massachu-
setts, is pleased to welcome 
Cristina Consalvo as the new 
Assistant Vice President of 
Marketing. 

Cristina brings more than 
13 years of diverse marketing 
experience to the team, with 
a background spanning the 
financial services, insurance, 
and cannabis industries. Her 
expertise includes market-
ing communications, digital 
strategy, media planning, 

website manage-
ment, and event 
c o o r d i n a t i o n . 
Most recently, she 
was the Marketing 
Director for three 
brands simultane-
ously in a corpo-
rate B2B setting, 
overseeing every-
thing from lead 
generation and 
public relations to 
website redesigns 
and advertising campaigns.

Cristina holds a Bach-
elor of Science degree in 

Marketing with a 
minor in Manage-
ment from Quin-
nipiac University. 
She was recently 
recognized as the 
2024 Marketer of 
the Year by the 
ADCANN Can-
nabis Advertising 
Awards, an honor 
awarded to just 
one individual 
across the country.

“We are thrilled to wel-
come Cristina to the Country 
Bank team. Her experience, 

expertise and vision in bank 
marketing make her an ex-
cellent fit for this role” said 
Miriam Siegel, Chief Cul-
ture & Development Officer. 
“Cristina’s passion for effec-
tive and efficient marketing, 
teamwork and her digital 
capabilities are abundant 
and align with our Corporate 
Values of Integrity, Service, 
Teamwork, Excellence, and 
Prosperity.   We are confi-
dent that her energy, skills 
and leadership will elevate 
our marketing efforts so that 
we can continue to drive our 

strategic initiatives forward.”
Cristina was drawn to 

Country Bank’s strong rep-
utation and culture as she 
transitioned back to an in-of-
fice setting after five years of 
remote work. “I love seeing 
projects through from plan-
ning to execution to results,” 
she shared. “I’m excited to 
support the Bank’s strate-
gic goals through thoughtful 
and impactful marketing ini-
tiatives.”

Cristina serves as a 
strategic advisor and board 
member of TeeHC Open, a 

nontraditional networking 
event in the cannabis indus-
try that brings over 500 pro-
fessionals together annually. 
She has also been a Brand 
Partner with Young Living 
Essential Oils, sharing her 
passion for living a clean, 
nontoxic lifestyle for the last 
four years.

Outside of work, Cris-
tina enjoys gardening and 
spending time with her 
husband, son, and their two 
dogs. She is also a proud 
Boston Bruins season ticket 
holder.

Consalvo named Assistant Vice President of Marketing

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

The Roadhouse Cafe is Now Open 
Monday through Sunday 

7 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Enjoy your old favorites with some new touches
Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

RC
Local ingredients
Fresh creations

(413) 323-6175
178 Federal St.

Belchertown, MA
theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

Business

Cristina Consalvo

WARE – Country Bank, 
a leading full-service finan-
cial institution serving Cen-
tral and Western Massachu-
setts, is pleased to announce 
the addition of Lucy San-
chez to its Retail Lending 
Team. Lucy brings nearly 
two decades of experience 
in the banking industry and a 
strong commitment to com-
munity engagement.

“We are thrilled to wel-
come Lucy to the Country 
Bank team. Her extensive 
background in banking and 
mortgage lending, with deep 
ties to the community and 
financial literacy, make her 
an exceptional addition to 
our retail lending team,” said 
Miriam Siegel, Chief Cul-
ture & Development Officer. 
“Lucy’s passion for serving 
others, along with her entre-

preneurial spirit and commit-
ment to building strong cus-
tomer relationships, aligns 
perfectly with our Corporate 
Values of Integrity, Service, 
Teamwork, Excellence, and 
Prosperity. We are confident 
that her experience and en-
ergy will further strengthen 
our customer experience and 
community impact.”

Lucy began her career 
in banking in 2006 as a tell-
er and steadily advanced 
through the ranks to senior 
leadership roles. Prior to 
joining Country Bank, she 
spent over a decade at Free-
dom Credit Union, where 
she was recognized with 
the prestigious President’s 
Award: Employee of the 
Year for her outstanding 
dedication to both the orga-
nization and the community 

it serves.
A proud bilingual pro-

fessional fluent in English 
and Spanish, Lucy has long 
served as a trusted voice 
within the Latino commu-
nity. She played an active 
role on the Latino Initiative 
Board and became a familiar 
face through her appearanc-
es in local television, radio, 
and newspaper campaigns. 
She also authored a financial 
education column in Spanish 
for El Pueblo Latino, cover-
ing essential topics such as 
budgeting, credit, and retire-
ment planning.

Lucy’s commitment to 
financial literacy has ex-
tended into faith-based and 
nonprofit spaces. She has 
led multi-session workshops 
on financial education for 
local congregations and has 

served on the board 
of the Puerto Rican 
Cultural Project 
under the Holy-
oke Public Library. 
Her dedication has 
earned her recogni-
tion from Mujeres 
A La Vanguardia 
in Springfield for 
her leadership and 
community contri-
butions.

In addition to 
her career in bank-
ing, Lucy is a seasoned en-
trepreneur with experience 
as a former restaurant owner 
and the current operator of a 
sewing academy. Her first-
hand understanding of small 
business ownership allows 
her to better support and 
guide customers in their own 
financial journeys.

“I’m hon-
ored to join 
Country Bank, 
an organiza-
tion that shares 
my passion for 
community and 
financial em-
powerment. I 
look forward to 
helping individ-
uals and fami-
lies achieve their 
homeownership 
goals and build 

stronger financial futures,” 
said Lucila (Lucy) Sánchez.

About Country Bank: 
Established in 1850, Coun-
try Bank has a rich history 
of supporting personal and 
business banking custom-
ers through financial solu-
tions with FDIC and DIF 
insurance for added security. 

Country Bank is a full-ser-
vice $2.0 billion mutual 
community bank serving 
Central and Western Mas-
sachusetts with 14 bank-
ing centers and 2 business 
offices in Ware, Palmer, 
West Brookfield, Brimfield, 
Belchertown, Wilbraham, 
Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, 
Charlton, Springfield, Ux-
bridge, and Worcester. With 
a commitment to personal-
ized service and community 
involvement, Country Bank 
offers individuals, business-
es, and municipalities a com-
prehensive range of bank-
ing products and services. 
Country Bank is a member 
of FDIC, DIF, and the SUM 
network. Country Bank can 
be reached at 800-322-8233 
or online at countrybank.
com.

Country Bank welcomes Lucila Sánchez as Retail Loan Officer  

Lucila Sánchez

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693
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By Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer

amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Just a stone’s 
throw from the bustle of 
Brimfield’s famed antique 
week, another flea market has 
steadily grown into a thriving 
destination in its own right, 
and its new owner is giving it 
fresh life.

The Palmer Antique Flea 
Market, formerly known un-
der the Marier’s family name, 
is now in its third season un-
der the stewardship of Kris 
Dunn, a longtime vintage 
vendor who turned promoter 
after decades in the second-
hand trade. The market op-
erates for five days, running 
Thursday through Monday, 
just ahead of the Brimfield 
Flea Market’s Tuesday open-
ing. It’s part of a long-stand-
ing rhythm for vendors and 
antique lovers in the region, 
many of whom wrap up in 
Palmer and head straight 
down the road to Brimfield.

“I’ve been doing second 
hand since I was 18,” said 
Dunn, seated near the front 
gate of the market, clipboard 
in hand. “We had a fami-
ly-run thrift shop. Closed that 
in 2015, moved everything to 
an antique mall, and then this 
came up for sale. I jumped on 
it.”

Dunn, who runs the event 
alongside her husband Jack, 
said she considers herself 
more a “coordinator” than 
promoter, but her passion for 
the market and its community 
is clear. “I’m normally a ven-
dor, but now I’m not. It’s a 

shift. But it’s worth it.”
The market has contin-

ued to grow under her lead-
ership, with this season’s 
Thursday opening day mark-
ing the busiest setup she’s 
seen yet. “It was packed,” she 
said. “I had a lot of new ven-
dors, a lot of returning ones. 
And I’m expecting a good 
crowd tomorrow, even though 
it’s Mother’s Day.”

Held three times each 
year in coordination with the 
Brimfield shows, the Palmer 
Flea Market offers a slight-
ly more relaxed, communi-
ty-driven experience with the 
added benefit of drawing se-
rious antique buyers on their 
way through. The next sched-
uled market opens July 3 and 
runs through July 7.

Dunn is actively seek-
ing new vendors for the up-
coming July show, especially 
younger sellers with fresh 
stock and energy. “It’s the 
Fourth of July weekend, and 
some of my regulars can’t 
make it,” she said. “We lost a 
vendor last year. My husband 
keeps telling me, ‘You’ve got-
ta get younger people in.’ And 
he’s right.”

Though the market still 
carries the Mariers family 
name on social media, Dunn 
is slowly rebranding it. “I 
changed the sign out front and 
not one person noticed,” she 
said with a laugh. “People are 
just used to showing up. But 
it’s time to make it my own.”

As for the market’s roots, 
Dunn admits she doesn’t 
know all the history. What 
she does know is that it be-
gan with a bait shop and a 

father-son duo who expand-
ed the site into a full-fledged 
market. Eventually, it was 
passed down within the Mari-
ers family before Dunn took 
over. She now lives on the 
property full-time.

Despite the occasional 
weather-related hiccup, like 
the rain that forced a day’s 
closure this season, Dunn 
remains optimistic and en-
ergized about the market’s 
future. “Mother Nature’s had 
a lot to say,” she joked as the 

wind rustled nearby tents. 
“But we keep going.”

Interested vendors can 
contact Kris Dunn through 
the market’s “Mariers-Palm-
er Antique Flea Market or 
directly via her number, 978-
761-8136, listed at the site. 
“Just stop by or give me a 
call,” she said. “I’ve got a spot 
for you.”

Upcoming Market Dates:
• July 3 to 7
• Aug. 28 to Sept. 1

Interested vendors should get in touch with Dunn to take part.

More vendors are being sought for the next show.

Kris Dunn is the market’s main promoter now.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

The new sign for the Antique Palmer Pre-Brimfield Flea Market.

There were plenty of tents with numerous items for sale.

The Pre-Brimfield Market takes place in Palmer.

By Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer

amccoy@turley.com

MONSON—After more 
than a decade operating a suc-
cessful home daycare, local 
educator Lindsay Richards 
is expanding her vision with 
the launch of Giggle Bugs 
Preschool, set to open soon at 
17 Palmer Road in Monson. 
Though the official start date 
is pending state licensure, the 
community is invited to an 
open house on Sunday, May 
18, from 1 to 5 p.m.

Lindsay’s journey into 
early childhood education be-
gan not in a classroom, but in 
retail sales. After 12 years in 
that industry, she was taking 
a college education course 
that required her to observe 
children at play. She chose 

to complete the 
assignment at her 
aunt’s preschool 
in Belchertown. 
That visit changed 
everything.

“I was 
hooked,” Lindsay 
recalls. “I thought, 
‘I could do this for 
a living.’ It just 
felt right.”

From there, 
she volunteered at Belcher-
town Community Preschool 
while continuing her studies, 
later securing a preschool 
teaching role at Cute Kids 
Preschool in Palmer around 
2010. After about a year, she 
moved on to Rise and Shine 
Academy in South Hadley, 
teaching infants and toddlers.

When she gave birth to 
her daughter, now 13 years 

old, Lindsay re-
evaluated her path. 
The cost of child-
care prompted her 
to open Lindsay’s 
Home Daycare 
in 2013, a move 
that blended pro-
fessional purpose 
with personal con-
venience. Eleven 
years later, that 
experience has 

paved the way for Giggle 
Bugs Preschool.

The name “Giggle Bugs” 
has a special origin. It was in-
spired by Riley, one of Lind-
say’s first daycare children. 
“She had the best laugh,” 
Lindsay says. “I wanted 
something that incorporat-
ed bugs, kids love bugs, and 
when I thought of her giggle, 
it just clicked: Gigglebugs.”

The new preschool will 
serve children from two 
months to 14 years old, of-
fering a curriculum-based 
program led by fully certi-
fied teachers. All staff are 
CPR and first-aid certified in 

accordance with Massachu-
setts state requirements. The 
school will also host field 
trips and family engagement 
events throughout the year.

Gigglebugs will be open 
Monday through Friday, 

from 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., giv-
ing working parents a flexi-
ble and dependable childcare 
option. While some have re-
quested even longer hours, 
Lindsay draws the line at 
5:30.

“That’s already near-
ly a 12-hour day,” she says. 
“This work is rewarding, but 
it’s demanding too. I want to 
give children and families my 
best.”

With her long-time 
dream of opening a preschool 
finally coming to life, Lind-
say looks forward to wel-
coming families into a space 
filled with learning, creativi-
ty, and plenty of giggles.

For more information 
about Giggle Bugs Preschool 
or the upcoming open house, 
contact Lindsay at (413)-
267-4373.

Resident opens new preschool GiggleBugs

Submitted photo

Giggle Bugs Preschool recently opened and will have an open 
house this weekend.

Business

New ownership for ‘Pre-Brimfield’ Flea Market

Lindsay Richards
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE – Because six of 
the players with Monson and 
Ware varsity baseball were 
teammates on the Monson 
Legion Post 241 baseball 
team last summer, it’s be-
come a friendly rivalry game.

The Ware Indians swept 
the season series against the 
Monson Mustangs for the 
third consecutive year with 
a 7-5 senior night victory at 
Memorial Field in Ware, last 
Wednesday.

“We’ve been playing 
baseball with and against 
the Monson players since 
we were kids,” said senior 

Nathan Kaczuwka, who was 
Ware’s starting pitcher. “We 
put our friendships aside for 
a couple of hours, but we’re 
friends again after the game.”

Kaczuwka is also a 
member of the Post 241 
squad, along with his younger 
brother, Kyle, who’s a junior 
catcher,  

and senior centerfielder 
Jason Mumper. 

The three Legion players 
on the Mustangs varsity roster 
are junior Austin Meacham, 
who was Monson’s starting 
pitcher, junior catcher Shane 
Szado, and sophomore sec-
ond baseman Niko Mattieu. 

Nathan Kaczuwka has 
been a member of the Indians 

varsity baseball team since he 
was a freshman.

He and Monson junior 
shortstop Jake Beaupre have 
been teammates on a travel 
baseball team in the past.

Kaczuwka, who’s a 
righthander, won his third 
game of the season by allow-
ing four runs on nine base 
hits with three walks and four 
strikeouts in six innings. He 
was replaced on the mound by 
junior righty Jack Gaudreau 
after allowing a single and a 
walk in the top of the seventh 
inning.  

Kaczuwka and Mumper 
were honored during a pre-

Monson falls to Ware

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

MONSON – Mirella Var-
gas was a sophomore on the 
2015 Chicopee girls’ lacrosse 
team, which defeated Monson, 
13-8, at home in the program’s 
first ever varsity match.

Vargas is currently an as-
sistant varsity coach for the 
Lady Pacers, and she filled in 
for varsity coach Ashley Ziem-
ba during last Wednesday’s 
game at Monson High School. 

Vargas didn’t have very 
much to worry about, as the 
Lady Pacers built a 13-3 half-
time lead and coasted to a 20-5 
victory over the Lady Mus-
tangs in a Suburban League 
match-up. 

“This is a very good 
group of lacrosse players, and 
they played very well in to-
day’s game,” Vargas said. “It 
also feels very nice to win my 
first game as a varsity coach.”

Chicopee had a perfect 
8-0 league record and a 12-1 
overall record following the 
road win. 

“I believe this is the most 
wins we’ve ever had in the 
history of the girls lacrosse 
program. We’re also hoping to 
win the league title for the first 
time,” Vargas said. “All of the 
girls have been working very 
hard. We just want to continue 
playing well heading into the 
postseason tournament.”

Mustangs 
fall at 
home

PALMER – Last week, 
the Palmer High School soft-
ball team won a pair against 
Quaboag and Holyoke on the 
only days of the week without 
rain. 

Palmer defeated Quabo-
ag in an ugly matchup 18-13. 
They then nearly shut out 
Holyoke 10-1 last Thursday 
and are now 7-7 heading into 
the final week and a half of 
the season. The Panthers need 
two wins to qualify for the 
state tournament.

Panthers grab pair of wins to get to .500

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AGAWAM – Between 
2016 and 2019, Taylor De-
George scored a total of seven 
goals and had three assists in 
the four games that the Aga-
wam girls’ varsity lacrosse 
team won against Tantasqua 
Regional.  

DeGeorge, who’s the 
first-year Brownies varsity 
coach, guided her team to a 

10-9 victory versus the Lady 
Warriors on a rainy afternoon 
at Harmon A. Smith Field in 
Agawam, last Monday.

“I do remember playing 
them in high school, but we 
really needed this win to-
day,” DeGeorge said. “It was 
a game of possession, and we 
were successful whenever we 
were making smart passes.”

The home win improved 
Agawam’s overall record to 
7-5. After winning their first 

five matches of the regular 
season, the Brownies went 
2-5 in their next seven match-
es.

“Our main goal is to 
qualify for the Western Mass. 
Class A tournament and the 
Division 2 state tournament,” 
DeGeorge added. “We just 
have to stay focused and keep 
doing the little things.”

The Lady Warriors head-
ed back to Central Massachu-
setts with a 9-3 overall record.

“We started today’s 
game very slowly,” said Tan-
tasqua head coach Heather 
Egan. “We played much bet-
ter during the second period, 
but they came back against us 
during the second half. They 
just played a little bit better 
than we did.”

Since the two teams 
played an 11-11 tie at the 
beginning of the 2012 regu-
lar season, Agawam has now 
won the last eleven games in 

the series.
“Agawam has always had 

a very good lacrosse program 
and they’re well coached,” 
Egan said. “We’ve played a 
couple of close games against 
them in the past.”

The Lady Warriors split 
their other two games last 
week. They defeated Notre 
Dame Academy of Worces-
ter,15-4, on the road before 
losing at home to Nipmuc Re-
gional,16-9.

The Brownies were shut 
out, 16-0, at East Longmead-
ow, last Thursday night.

Tantasqua should be able 
to finish the regular season 
with an above .500 record and 
clinch a berth in the Division 
2 state tournament.  

The Brownies will most 
likely need to finish the reg-
ular season with a .500 or 
better record to qualify for the 

Tantasqua Warriors girls lacrosse edged by Brownies

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

Rainouts are a part of 
every spring, especially for 
baseball and softball. But 
some seasons are more ex-
cessive than others.

As it stands, the spring 
season is the shortest regu-
lar season during the school 
year, starting in the first 
week of April and only last 
until the third or fourth week 
of May. The new state play-
off system implemented in 
2021 further shortened the 
spring season, as the sec-
tional playoffs now take 
place a week earlier.

While there has already 
been a lot of rain this spring, 
this past week has been the 
worst of it, with some ar-
eas of Western and Central 
Mass. getting between four 
and six inches of rain com-
bined throughout the week.

While sports like la-
crosse, which is played on 

artificial turf in many places, 
and boys volleyball which 
is played indoors, have 
been largely unaffected, 
other sports have not been 
so lucky. Baseball, softball, 
tennis, and track have taken 
big hits, with lots of games, 
meets, and matches needing 
to be rescheduled. And time 
is running out.

Andy Rogers, who has 
the tall task of scheduling 
umpires for high school 
baseball in Hampden, 
Hampshire, and Franklin 
counties, said while he has a 
lot of games to get resched-
uled, experience matters, 
and he is ready to through 
the task of getting umpires 
to all the needed games.

“There are a lot of mov-
ing pieces with umpires.   
One of the big challenges is 
I have over 10 college um-
pires on staff, and they are in 
their playoffs now,” Rogers 

Rain hampers schedule, 
leads to extension of 
cutoff date for playoffs
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TENNIS SOFTBALL

Ben Pignone makes solid contact as he clocks this pitch.
Turley photos by Jack Cascio NEAP.smugmug.com

Austin Meacham releases his delivery during the 
early innings.

Jake Beaupre snags this hot shot.
Niko Matthieu knocks down and smothers this 
grounder.

Jayda Pardo winds up for 
delivery.

Turley photos by Jack Cascio 
NEAP.smugmug.com

The runner is safe.

Hannah Roy is set to snag this shot for a 
throw out.The Panthers connect on a base hit.
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Jayda Pardo
Palmer High School

Pardo had two walks and two runs scored for 
Palmer in a big 10-1 win over Holyoke High 
School last Thursday afternoon.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli 
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to 
gscibelli@turley.com.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Bogey Doubles
EAST BROOKFIELD 

– The bi-weekly Bogey Dou-
bles League on Monday nights 
concluded as of May 5. 

The final round was suc-
cessfully won by the team of 
Tom Clauson & Gary Santo-
ra, who also were the victors 
of round one earlier in the 
season. The team had a total 
of 44 wins in the final round. 
Finishing in second place was 
the team of Lonny Murphy & 
Trever Kenneson with 42 vic-
tories. 

During the last set of 
matches of the season, Clau-
son & Santora bowled against 
Sandman & Marvin. In game 
one, Clauson & Santora won 
by a score of 285-278. Gary 
Santora bowled 131 to begin 
the match. Travis Sandman 
bowled a 117 in a losing effort. 

In game two, Sandman 
& Marvin bounced back and 
won the game 284-253. Luke 
Marvin bowled a 132 to help 
his team take the lead. In game 
three, Clauson & Santora won 

the last game by a score of 
279-253. 

Santora had a series of 
354 to finish the season. The 
final score was 817-815 in fa-
vor of Clauson & Santora. 

Renaud & Ward bowled 
against Gauthier & Clough in 
the final match of the season. 
Gauthier & Clough were the 
victors of game one by a score 
of 284-276. Tina Ward bowled 
122 and Phil Clough bowled 
119.

In game two, Renaud & 
Ward won by a score of 275-
269. Steve Renaud Sr. bowled 
119 to go with his teammate’s 
110. 

In game three, Renaud & 
Ward won by a score of 268-
260. Ward finished with 128 
and a series of 360. The final 
score was 819-813 in favor of 
Renaud & Ward. 

The team of Murphy & 
Kenneson bowled against Ta-
lamini & Gravel. Games one 
and two were won by Murphy 
& Kenneson, who scored 279 
and 281. Kenneson had scores 
of 126 and 110. 

Talamini & Gravel won 
the last game by a score of 
272-260. The final score was 
820-791 in favor of Murphy & 

Kenneson. The team finished 
in second place this season 
during two separate rounds, 
including the last one. 

Mondor & Brayton 
bowled against Halbedel & 
Fontaine. In game one, Hal-
bedel & Fontaine were the 
victors by a score of 289-253. 
Aaron Fontaine started off 
strong with a 141 game. Hal-
bedel started the match with 
114. 

In game two, Halbedel & 
Fontaine won again by a score 
of 291-265. Fontaine contin-
ued with a strong bowling per-
formance with a 135. Halbe-
del bested his first game score 
with a 122. 

In game three, Mondor & 
Brayton won the last game by 
a score of 294-281. Tim Bray-
ton finished the match with a 
124. Fontaine finished with a 
122 and a series of 398. Hal-
bedel finished with a 125 and 
a series of 361. 

The final score was 861-
812 in favor of Fontaine & 
Halbedel. Aaron Fontaine 
bowled the highest series of 
the season with a 432. The 
high single game of the season 
was bowled by Luke Marvin 
which was 183. 

Candlepin League News

game ceremony by longtime 
Ware head coach Scott Slat-
tery, along with classmates 
Josh Dulak, Owen McKeev-
er, and Trevor Millet.

“The five seniors are 
outstanding baseball players, 
but they’re even better human 
beings, which is the most im-
portant thing,” Slattery said. 
“They’re respectful, kind, and 
hardworking. They’ve meant 
a lot to our baseball program 
during the past couple of 
years and we’re really going 
to miss them a lot next year.”   

Ware (13-1,9-0) also 
captured the Suburban Cen-
tral League title for the third 
consecutive year. The Indians 
were league co-champions 
the past two seasons with 
South Hadley and South-

wick. They were able to win 
the league title outright this 
spring.  

“It feels awesome to win 
the league title again and not 
having to share it with any-
body,” Nathan Kaczuwka 
said. “This is the first time 
that we’ve won it outright 
during my high school ca-
reer.” 

Entering last Wednesday 
night’s game, Monson (8-7, 
7-3) still had an opportunity 
to be league co-champs with 
Ware. Had the Mustangs 
won the game; the Indians 
would’ve needed to beat Lud-
low on Tuesday afternoon to 
capture the league title out-
right.

“We did have a chance to 
tie Ware for the league title, 
but they’re a very good base-
ball team,” said Monson head 

coach Curtis Orlik. “This was 
one of the better games that 
we’ve played all season. We 
kept hitting the ball hard in 
each inning, but we couldn’t 
come up with the clutch hit.” 

Ware defeated Mon-
son,14-3, in the first meeting 
of the season, which was held 
at Dunkin’ Park in Hartford 
on April 23. The Indians took 
control of that contest by 
scoring six runs in the first 
inning.

The Indians held a 3-0 
lead after the first inning in 
last Wednesday’s contest.

With two outs in the 
opening frame, Kyle Kaczu-
wka began the rally with a 
walk. Then his older brother 
hit a line-drive single to the 
gap in left center. Millet (2-
for-3), who started the game 
at third base, drove home the 

game’s first run with a ground 
ball single into left field. An-
other run crossed the plate on 
the play following a throwing 
error and Millet wound up 
at third base. He scored on a 
wild pitch.

The Mustangs answered 
right back in the top of the 
second inning.

Senior right fielder Tyler 
Labonte drew a leadoff walk 
and advanced to third base on 
a double to left field by junior 
centerfielder Ben Pignone, 
who led the Mustangs attack 
with three base hits.

“Ben swung the bat re-
ally well,” Orlik said. “This 
was his best game at the plate 
all season and we’ve been 
waiting for it.”

Following a strikeout, 
sophomore left fielder Lucas 
Pignone (2-for-3) hit a chop-

per into left for a base hit 
scoring Labonte, who’s the 
Mustangs only senior.

The home team took a 
4-1 lead in the third inning 
when Nathan Kaczuwka hit 
a sacrifice fly scoring his 
younger brother, who blasted 
a double to left center with 
one-out before advancing to 
third on a wild pitch. Kyle 
Kaczuwka collected three 
base hits in the ball game

An RBI single by Ben 
Pignone cut the Mustangs 
deficit to 4-2 with two outs in 
the fifth inning 

The Indians, who left 
two runners in scoring posi-
tion in the bottom of the fifth 
inning scored what turned out 
to be three big insurance runs 
in the following frame. 

Mumper drove home 
the first two runs of the sixth 

inning with a single that de-
flected off third base. Then 
Kyle Kaczuwka gave his 
team a 7-2 lead with a single 
to center which scored anoth-
er run.

The Mustangs didn’t go 
down quietly in their final at-
bats.

Sazado greeted Gaudreau 
by hitting a triple to right field 
scoring two runs. After the 
next batter struck out, Szado 
crossed the plate on a ground 
ball out by Ben Pignone. 

Then Gaudreau end-
ed the Mustangs comeback 
hopes and the game with an-
other strikeout.

The two rivals could pos-
sibly meet twice more this 
spring in the Western Mass. 
Class D tournament and in 
the Division 5 state tourna-
ment.

BASEBALL  ❙  from page 9

The Lady Pacers’ only 
loss came against Hoosac 
Valley, 16-11, in the second 
game of the regular season. 

Despite only losing one 
game, Chicopee was ranked 
38th in the Division 3 state 
power rankings. They’re also 
sitting in the fourth and final 
spot in the Western Mass. 
Class B rankings.

Monson (5-8,3-4) was 
ranked 49th in the Division 4 
state power rankings. 

“We’ve won five games 
this season and the players 
have improved a lot since 
the start of the season,” said 
Monson first-year head coach 
Emily Strycharz. “We only 
scored two goals the first time 
that we played Chicopee. We 
scored five goals in today’s 
game.”

The top 32 teams in each 
Division automatically qual-
ify for the state tournament. 
The other teams who finish 
the regular season with a .500 
or better record will also be 
playing in the state tourna-
ment.

The duo of freshman 
Kiyah Price and sophomore 
Cassidy Pytel each scored 
five goals for the Lady Pac-
ers. Junior Madison Thibault 
also added four goals while 
senior Ashley Galica netted 
three goals for the visiting 
team.

“We played very well of-
fensively,” Vargas said. “We 
did a very good job of finding 
the open player.”

Price scored four of her 
goals during the opening peri-
od. Pytel recorded a hat-trick 
as Chicopee built an 8-1 lead.

The first Monson goal 
was scored by senior Nevaeh 
Chiacchia on a free position 
shot with 2:47 left in the first 
period. She’s planning to play 
college lacrosse at Fitchburg 
State University next year.

“Nevaeh is going to be 
leaving a lasting impact on 
our team,” Strycharz said, 
“She’ll be a very hard player 
for us to replace next year. We 
have a lot of young players 
who are learning how to play 
at this level.” 

Monson sophomore Lyla 
Strycharz, who’s the younger 
sister of the head coach, re-
ceived a red card during the 
first period for what the ref-
eree termed as a dangerous 
play. Not only did Lyla Stry-
charz have to sit on the bench 
for the rest of the Chicopee 
game, she also wasn’t eligi-
ble to play in Tuesday’s road 
game at Hampshire Regional.

“This is the first time that 
one of my players received a 
red card this season,” coach 
Strycharz said. “The other 
team has some fast players, 
and my sister was a little bit 
too aggressive. It was just a 
mistake.”

Chiacchia, who’s Mon-
son’s only senior, scored the 
first goal of the second peri-
od.

The Lady Pacers didn’t 
allow the Lady Mustangs to 
make a comeback, as Gali-
ca and Thibault combined to 
score the next four goals.

Chicopee held a 13-3 
halftime lead following a 
goal from freshman Sophia 
Maheux with 44 seconds left 
in the first half. Maheux suf-
fered an injury during the pre-
game warm-ups, but she was 
still able to play in the game.

“I was a little bit nervous 
when Sophia was injured be-
fore the game,” Vargas said. 
“She’s a key player on our 
team.”

The Lady Pacers scored 
five more goals during the 
third period. 

Senior Ivelisa Aponte 
and Maheux netted Chicop-
ee’s only goals of the fourth 
period.

Chiacchia padded her 
season stats by scoring two 
more goals during the final 12 
minutes of the match.    

LACROSSE  ❙  from page 9

Division 2 state tournament.
Agawam built a 3-0 lead 

against Tantasqua during the 
first twelve minutes of the 
match. 

The three Brownies goals 
were scored by freshman Ol-
ivia Giovoni, junior Finnola 
Mahoney, and sophomore Gi-
anna Goodrow.

Tantasqua broke the ice 
when sophomore Carey Bryn 
scored a free position goal 
less than a minute into the 
second period.

After winning the ensu-
ing faceoff, Agawam senior 
Isabella Spaulding fired a 
shot into the cage past Tan-
tasqua junior goalie Fiona 
Knott (7 saves).

The Lady Warriors an-
swered with goals by sopho-
more Dessa Demears, senior 
Kaydie O’Neil, and freshman 
Maeve O’Neil, which tied the 
score for the first time at 4-4 
with 6:45 remaining in the 
first half.

Kaydie O’Neil, who has 
committed to play soccer 

at Wheaton College in the 
fall, scored a game-high four 
goals.

“Kaydie is going to be 
playing soccer at Wheaton, 
but she’s also thinking about 
playing lacrosse,” Egan said. 
“I think she would be able to 
handle it. She’s an outstand-
ing athlete.”

A couple of minutes lat-
er, a free position goal from 
Spaulding, who finished the 
contest with three goals, gave 
the home team the lead back.

Then Kaydie O’Neil 
stole a pass from Agawam 
sophomore goalie Megan 
Outhouse (8 saves) before 
tying the score for the second 
time with an unassisted goal.

With 43 seconds left in 
the first half, Kaydie O’Neil 
netted a free position goal 
giving her team a 6-5 halftime 
advantage.

Sophomore Tess Alex-
ander also began the second 
half with a free position goal 
and sophomore Tayvia Re-
issner added another goal, as 
the Lady Warriors built an 8-5 
lead three minutes into the 

third period.
Goals from junior 

Makayla Rosario, Spaulding, 
Goodrow, and Mahoney gave 
the Brownies a slim 9-8 lead 
entering the final period.

“Lacrosse is a game of 
runs,” said DeGeorge, who 
also played college lacrosse 
at Assumption University. “A 
three goal deficit really isn’t 
very much.” 

With 5:34 left in regu-
lation, Govoni netted a free 
position goal which gave her 
team a two-goal advantage.

Tantasqua final goal of 
the match was scored by Kay-
die O’Neil with 1:35 left on 
the scoreboard clock.

The Lady Warriors 
couldn’t score the tying goal, 
as sophomore Lily Cha-
rest made a steal in the final 
seconds, which sealed the 
Brownies victory.

Both head coaches are 
looking forward to facing 
each other again in the spring 
of 2026, but they could meet 
for the second time this sea-
son during the upcoming Di-
vision 2 state tournament.

WARRIORS  ❙  from page 9

said. “They get their games 
the day before for college, 
and come off of high school 
games and they are working 
very competitive games for 
me.   Youth leagues are also 
fully going, so when I take an 
umpire to work a high school 
game, the youth assignors 
then struggle to cover their 
games.   It’s all connected.   
Same with the adult leagues 
that are out there.  With the 
rain, I just continue to adjust 
and do the best I can.  I want 
to credit our umpire staff for 
staying on top of so many 
changes.   With the geogra-

phy that I cover (Hampden, 
Hampshire and Franklin), I 
have to look at how far I send 
umpires, how many times 
they see the same teams, etc.”

The state tournament 
has had a minimal impact on 
Rogers’ ability to schedule, 
but said there have had to be 
some adjustments.

“The state tournament 
really hasn’t impacted me 
that much,” Rogers said. 
“What is tough is the West-
ern Mass tournament week, 
you have a lot of games 
scheduled the day before that 
I have to cover including the 
non-playoff matchups which 
can still be important for 
teams trying to get into the 

state playoffs.   Two years 
ago, I had a Palmer/Smith 
Academy game with 3-16 
Palmer Playing 9-10 Smith 
Academy and Smith need-
ed that game to get into the 
states.   It was the same day 
as the high school semifinals.  
Knowing the matchups is 
very important during those 
times.”

One help for the tourna-
ment is that the cutoff date 
for baseball and softball has 
been moved from May 15 
to May 19, which will give 
teams more time to make up 
games. Several teams were 
preparing to play 4-5 games 
this week and next in order to 
catch up with their schedule.

RAIN  ❙  from page 9

While this week was likely 
the worse, rain has been an 
issue all spring.
Turley photo by Gregory A. Scibelli

Email us sports news and photos at sports@turley.com
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ria space showcasing stu-
dent work across academic 
and vocational departments. 
The Studio Art program 
displayed colorful, original 
pieces alongside ceramic 
artwork, while nearby tables 
featured 3D-printed projects 
created by the Programming 
and Web Design students, 
highlighting the school’s 
embrace of both traditional 
and modern mediums. Cre-
ative writing and zine-mak-
ing were also on full dis-
play, thanks to the English 
Department’s collaboration 
with artist Lisa Hersey. A 
grant-funded workshop in-
troduced students to book-
binding techniques, allow-
ing them to create their own 
zines, some of which were 
available for attendees to 
browse. Pathfinder’s fledg-
ling literary magazine, now 
in its second issue, had cop-
ies available as well, with a 
third issue planned before 
the school year ends.

Adding to the evening’s 
artistic atmosphere, student 
Geraldine Lorrande delivered 
a poignant poetry reading be-
tween live music sets. Lor-
rande, who recently earned 
a full scholarship to the Ju-
niper Institute for Young 
Writers at UMass Amherst, 
read original work inspired 
by her life and cultural iden-
tity. Her performance was 
one of the highlights of the 
evening, earning admiration 
from staff and guests alike. 
Geraldine was also named a 
co-winner of the Palmer Dis-
trict Court’s Cultural Appre-
ciation Day poetry contest, 
further underscoring her tal-
ent and promise.

Music played a central 
role in the evening’s relaxed 
and festive atmosphere. 
Band Director Dan Fried-
man opened the night with 
a casual, welcoming mes-
sage, encouraging guests to 
treat the event not as a for-
mal concert but as an open 
celebration. As the audience 
moved freely among displays 

and food stations, the Senior/
Sophomore Band performed 
a repertoire that included 
“America the Beautiful,” 
“Bella Ciao,” “Infernal Gal-
lop,” and “This Little Light.” 
Student musicians such as 
Evelyn Shilosky, who per-
formed on flute and vocals, 
Cooper Ferguson on baritone 
saxophone, Gabriel Petelle 
on guitar, and Nevaeh Apra-
ham on vocals helped carry 
the energy of the night with 
expressive, crowd-pleasing 
performances. Later, the Ju-
nior/Freshman Band took the 
stage with classics such as 
“Ode to Joy,” “Simple Gifts,” 
and “When the Saints Go 
Marching In,” rounding out 
the musical component of 
the program with confidence 
and heart.

The Culinary Depart-
ment served as both host and 
contributor to the evening’s 
cultural theme, providing an 
array of international dishes 
prepared and served by stu-
dents. Guests sampled mar-
garita pizza and lemon ricotta 
cookies at the Italian station 
with Izzy Perez, enjoyed 
California rolls and spicy 
shrimp rolls at the Japanese 
station with Aiden Santiago, 
tasted Torta Chilena and Pa-
pas Chorreadas at the Costa 
Rican station with Kendall 
Riggott, and were treated to 
Chaliapin Steak with rice at 
another station with Kim-
berly Smith. The effort and 
attention to detail demon-
strated by the student chefs 
gave the evening a sensory 
richness that complemented 
the artistic presentations.

In addition to music, 
food, and visual art, several 
vocational and academic de-
partments contributed to the 
showcase. Programming and 
Web Design, Carpentry, Cos-
metology, Advanced Man-
ufacturing, Hospitality, and 
the Foreign Language De-

partment all shared student 
projects and displays. The 
interdisciplinary spirit of the 
evening reflected Pathfind-
er’s educational mission, one 
that blends technical training 
with creativity and cultural 
literacy.

Throughout the night, 
school staff and administra-
tors were present to support 
and applaud the students’ 
work. Caitlyn Phelps, Co-op 
Education Director and Grant 
Administrator, and Superin-
tendent Eric Duda mingled 
with guests, underscoring 
the leadership’s commitment 
to holistic, student-centered 
learning. Their attendance, 
along with that of numerous 
staff members, added to the 
sense that this was more than 
just an end-of-year event, it 
was a celebration of every-
thing Pathfinder Tech strives 
to be.

As the evening drew to 
a close, there was a shared 

sense of accomplishment and 
pride. Arts and Culture Night 
brought together the best of 

Pathfinder, its students’ tal-
ent, its educators’ dedication, 
and its community’s support, 

into one unforgettable eve-
ning of celebration and con-
nection.

Cohasse Golf Course
Semi Private - Join Today!
Visit Cohasse.com for Times
Memberships Available 
  for 2025 Season
Restaurant and bar not open yet 

COHASSE COUNTRY CLUB
393 Eastford Road
Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: (508) 764-6801

UNDER 
NEW MANAGEMENT

Caitlyn Phelps

Brayden Taylor’s Ceramic 
Ghost for Design.

Aiden Santiago, serving sushi 
rolls.

Kimberly Smith, serving Chali-
apin Steak and Rice.

Izzy Perez, serving Italian food.	 Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Leeann Murdza, a student 
running the CAD Pre-
engineering booth.

Angela Sweeney, the 
English Department Head 
and the Creative Writing 
Teacher.

Superintendent Eric Duda, and School Committee Members 
Lorraine Alves and Keith Valley.

Geraldine Lorrande, poet and 
scholarship winner of the 
Juniper Institute of Young 
Writers.

Ryleigh Laraque’s glazed 
ceramic tile from Design 
class.

CULTURE  ❙  from page 1

PALMER - The Palmer 
Lions Club will hold their an-
nual tag sale  Friday, May 16 
from 12-5 p.m. and Saturday, 
May 17 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at 
the Second Congregational 
Church on Pleasant Street. 
There will be a a selection of 
furniture, children’s toys and 
household items to choose 
from. 

The Lions Organiza-
tion’s mission is, “To em-
power volunteers to serve 
their communities, meet hu-
manitarian needs, encourage 
peace and promote interna-
tional understanding through 

Lions Club. 
“We serve” - Through 

many of our global causes, 
such as diabetes, the Lions 
bring awareness through 
screenings and treatment pro-
grams and improve quality 
of life through diabetes sum-
mer camps. With vision and 
hearing, the Lions provide 
screening through their Sight 
Mobile program to help with 
early detection. The Lions 
also collect unwanted pre-
scription eyeglasses, readers 
and sunglasses to be refur-
bished and sent to those in 
need throughout the world.

Palmer Lions Club 
to hold tag sale

Ireland and France poster boards talking about their culinary delights.
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Public notices
 Town of Monson 

Zoning Board of Appeals
LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance with Chapter 
40A M.G. L. §.11, the Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals will 
hold a Public Hearing on Thurs-
day, May 22nd, 2025, at 7:00 
P.M. in the Select Board meeting 
room at the Town Administration 
Building, 110 Main Street on the 
application of Daniel Strum, for 
a special permit as provided by 
§ 7.3 and §5.3.4 of the Monson 
Zoning Bylaws.  The applicant is 
seeking a special permit to keep 
the existing sign. The property 
is zoned General Commercial, 
owned by Jeff Allard and is lo-
cated at 494 Boston Road West, 
Map 001, Parcel 2B. A copy of 
the application is on file in the 
Office of the Town Clerk, Zoning 
Board of Appeals and is available 
for viewing during regular office 
hours.

Ronald Fussell, Chairman 
05/08, 05/15/2025

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution 

of the Power of Sale contained 
in a certain mortgage given by 
Barbara A. Bren to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for Longbridge 
Financial, LLC, dated Novem-
ber 17, 2018 and recorded in 
the Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 22458, Page 
372, of which mortgage the un-
dersigned is the present holder, 
by assignment from: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as mortgagee, as nominee 
for Longbridge Financial, LLC, 
its successors and assigns to 
Longbridge Financial LLC, re-
corded on December 24, 2024, in 
Book No. 25707, at Page 68 for 
breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing, the same will be sold 
at Public Auction at 2:00 PM on 
June 3, 2025, on the mortgaged 
premises located at 3 Green 
Street, Palmer, Hampden Coun-
ty, Massachusetts, all and singu-
lar the premises described in said 
mortgage, 

TO WIT: The land in Palmer, 
Hampden County, Massachu-
setts, bounded and described as 
follows: 

BEGINNING ON THE 
SOUTHERLY SIDE OF Green 
Street at a point one hundred 
(100) feet westerly from the 
westerly location line of the 
Three Rivers Road, so-called; 

thence southerly in a line par-
allel with the westerly location 
line of said Three Rivers Road, 
one hundred (100) feet; 

thence westerly in a line par-
allel with the southerly location 
line of said Green Street, fifty 
(50) feet; 

thence northerly in a line par-
allel with the first mentioned 
location line, one hundred (100) 
feet to said Green Street; 

thence easterly on said Green 
Street fifty (50) feet to the place 
of beginning; said premises be-
ing Lot# 28 on a plan designated 
“Plan of Lots owned by C. W. 
Hastings and Co., Palmer, Mass.” 
dated April, 1900 and recorded 
with the Hampden County Reg-
istry of Deeds Book of Plans 1, 
Page 203 and the same premises 
conveyed to Adam Wasala and 
Josephine Wasala by deed dated 
October 15, 1928, recorded with 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds, Book 1408, Page 64. 

For mortgagor’s(s’) title see 
deed recorded with Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 8554, Page 291. These 
premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the 
benefit of all rights, rights of 
way, restrictions, easements, 
covenants, liens or claims in the 
nature of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, 
water and sewer liens and any 
other municipal assessments or 
liens or existing encumbrances 
of record which are in force and 
are applicable, having priority 
over said mortgage, whether or 
not reference to such restrictions, 
easements, improvements, liens 
or encumbrances is made in the 
deed. 

TERMS OF SALE: A depos-
it of Ten Thousand ($10,000.00) 
Dollars by certified or bank 
check will be required to be paid 
by the purchaser at the time and 
place of sale. The balance is 
to be paid by certified or bank 
check at Harmon Law Offices, 
P.C., 150 California St., New-
ton, Massachusetts 02458, or by 
mail to P.O. Box 610389, New-

ton Highlands, Massachusetts 
02461-0389, within thirty (30) 
days from the date of sale. Deed 
will be provided to purchaser for 
recording upon receipt in full of 
the purchase price. The descrip-
tion of the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control in the 
event of an error in this publica-
tion. 

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the sale. 

LONGBRIDGE FINANCIAL 
LLC 

Present holder of said mortgage 

By its Attorneys, 
HARMON LAW OFFICES, 

P.C. 150 California St. 
Newton, MA 02458 

(617)558-0500 
27430 

05/01, 05/08, 05/15/2025

Section 00 11 13
BRIMFIELD HOUSING 

AUTHORITY 
ADVERTISEMENT TO BID
MGL c.30 §39M Over $50K
The BRIMFIELD HOUS-

ING AUTHORITY, the Award-
ing Authority, invites sealed bids

from Contractors for the Se-
lect Tree Removal at State Aid-
ed Development: Colonial Park 
(667-1) in Brimfield, Massachu-
setts, in accordance with the doc-
uments prepared by GRAVES 
ENGINEERING, INC.

The Project consists of but not 
limited to: Select Tree Removal

The work is estimated to cost 
$50,000.00.

All bidding Requests for In-
formation (RFIs) shall be sub-
mitted online by 05/23/2025 at

5:00PM EDT for general bids.
Bids are subject to M.G.L. 

c.30§39M and to minimum wage 
rates as required by M.G.L. c.149 
§§26 to 27H inclusive.

THIS PROJECT IS BE-
ING ELECTRONICALLY 
BID AND HARD COPY BIDS 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
Please review the instructions 
in the bid documents on how 
to register as an electronic bid-
der. All Bids shall be submit-
ted online at biddocs.com and 
received no later than the date 
and time specified.

General Bids will be received 
until 30 May 2025 at 11:00AM 
EDT and publicly opened online, 
forthwith.

General bids and sub-bids 
shall be accompanied by a bid 
deposit that is not less than five

(5%) of the greatest possible 
bid amount (including all alter-
nates) and made payable to the 
BRIMFIELD HOUSING AU-
THORITY. Note: A bid deposit 
is not required for Projects adver-
tised under $50,000.

Bid Forms and Contract Docu-
ments will be available for review 
at biddocs.com (may be viewed 
and downloaded electronically at 
no cost).

The Contractor and all sub-
contractors (collectively referred 
to as “the Contractor”) agree to 
strive to achieve minority and 
women workforce participation. 
The Workforce Participation 
benchmark is set at 6.9% for 
women and 15.3% for minori-
ties. The Workforce benchmark 
percentages are a statutory re-
quirement under MGL c. 149 § 
44A(2)(G).

PRE-BID CONFERENCE / 
SITE VISIT: 

Scheduled Date and Time: 
05/20/2025 at 11:00AM EDT 

Address: 20 Colonial Park, 
Brimfield, MA 01010

Instructions: Pre-bid confer-
ence: To be held on 05/20/25 
at 11:00 AM at the Community 
Building of the Brimfield Hous-
ing Authority (project site), 20 
Colonial Park, Brimfield, MA 
01010; the conference is not 
mandatory.

There is a plan deposit of $50/
set (refundable

The hard copy Contract Docu-
ments may be seen at:

Nashoba Blue Inc.
433 Main Street
Hudson, MA 01749
978-568-1167:00AM EDT

05/08, 05/15, 05/22/2025

TOWN OF BRIMFIELD
Public Hearing 

Monday, June 2, 2025
6:00 PM 

Brimfield Elementary School 
Cafeteria

22 Wales Road
Brimfield, MA 01010

FY22/23 CDBG 
Performance Hearing

The Town of Brimfield, on be-
half of the Towns of Holland and 
Wales, in association with the 
Pioneer Valley Planning Com-
mission, will conduct a public 

hearing regarding the FY22/23 
Community Development Block 
Grant Program. The hearing will 
take place at 6:00 PM on Mon-
day, June 2nd, 2025, in person 
at the Elementary School Caf-
eteria, 22 Wales Road, Brim-
field, MA 01010. If the meeting 
is cancelled due to inclement 
weather, the hearing will take 
place during the rescheduled Se-
lect Board meeting. 

The hearing will review the 
projects funded through the 
town’s FY22/23 Community 
Development Block Grant Pro-
grams including public social 
services and housing rehabili-
tation. These activities received 
funding through the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban 
Development and the Executive 
Office of Housing and Livable 
Communities, Massachusetts 
CDBG program.  

All persons with questions or 
comments regarding the perfor-
mance hearing will have an op-
portunity to submit comments up 
until and through the public hear-
ing. Please submit comments to 
Joseph Hagopian at the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission 
@ jhagopian@pvpc.org or 413-
781-6045. Persons who require 
special accommodations should 
contact the Town prior to the 
hearing date at (413) 245-4100 
Ext. 4100. 
05/15/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
Town of Palmer

Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) 

Public Hearing
The town of Palmer will con-

duct a public hearing regarding 
their ongoing Community Devel-
opment Block Grant Programs. 
The performance of the town’s 
current FY2022/23 and FY24 
programs will be discussed. The 
hearing will be held on June 2, 
2025, at 5:30 p.m. at the Com-
munity Development Office of 
the Palmer Town Hall, locat-
ed at 4417 Main Street, Palmer, 
MA. 

The FY22/23 program pro-
vided funding for engineering 
design services for Maple Street 
and Maple Terrace, as well as 
construction funds for compre-
hensive infrastructure improve-
ments to Maple Street. The FY24 
program provided construction 
funds for comprehensive infra-
structure improvements to Maple 
Terrace. Both programs have also 
provided funds for Domestic Vi-
olence prevention and for trans-
portation services through the 
Quaboag Connector.  

The hearing will also discuss 
the possibility of reprogramming 
funds from either or both the 
FY22/23 program or the FY24 
programs. Several projects are 
being considered and in order 
of priority, they include: a slum 
and blight inventory of the Three 
Rivers village area. This involves 
an analysis of existing physical 
conditions of public and private 
buildings, infrastructure, and 
facilities within a defined study 
area; an updated ADA Transition 
Plan and Self Evaluation that 
will assess accessibility of Palm-
er’s public facilities; engineering 
design to various streets in the 
Three Rivers area; and emergen-
cy housing rehabilitation assis-
tance.

Any person or organization 
having questions or comments 
concerning Palmer’s CDBG pro-
gram and ongoing activities will 
have an opportunity to be heard. 
Persons who require special ac-
commodations should contact 
the Town prior to either meeting 
date at (413) 283-2614. Written 
and verbal comments will be 
accepted one week preceding 
the hearing, at the hearing, and 
through one week following the 
hearing. 

These activities and programs 
are funded through the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban 
Development and the Massachu-
setts Executive Office of Housing 
and Livable Communities. De-
partment of Housing and Com-
munity Development, Massachu-
setts CDBG program. 
05/15/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No. 

HD25D0176DR
Daniel R Ramirez Detres vs.

Nadine Marchand
DIVORCE SUMMONS

BY PUBLICATION
AND MAILING

To the Defendant:
The Plaint i ff  has  fi led 

a  Compla in t  for  Divorce 
requesting that the Court grant 
a divorce for Irretrievable 
Breakdown.

Allow plaintiff to resume 
the former name of Daniel R. 
Ramirez.

Order any such further relief 
that the court deems fair and 
proper.

The Complaint is on file at 
the Court.

An Automatic Restraining 
Order has been entered in this 
matter preventing you from tak-
ing any action which would neg-
atively impact the current finan-
cial status of either party. SEE 
Supplemental Probate Court 
Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned 
and required to serve upon:
Daniel R Ramirez Detres
57 Dixhill St.
Brimfield, MA 01010

your answer, if any, on or 
before 06/18/2025. If you fail to 
do so, the court will proceed to 
the hearing and adjudication of 
this action. You are also required 
to file a copy of your answer, if 
any, in the office of the Register 
of this Court

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: March 17, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

05/15/2025

PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the provi-

sions of Chapter 40A, Section 5 
M.G.L. the Planning Board will 
hold a Public Hearing on Mon-
day, June 2nd, 2025 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Town Hall Admin-
istration Building 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA to amend 
Article XIII, Section 171.59 – 
Floodplain District. 

A copy of the application may 
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30 
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through 
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard 
on the application can contact 
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time 
and place designated above.

 This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s 
(MNPA) website (http://mass-
publicnotices.org).

Michael Marciniec, Chairman 
05/15, 05/22/2025

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution 

of the Power of Sale contained 
in a certain mortgage given by 
Chad R. Graves, Jennifer L. 
Graves to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as 
nominee for Mortgage Research 
Center, LLC dba Veterans Unit-
ed Home Loans, dated June 13, 
2014 and recorded in the Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 20313, Page 414, of which 
mortgage the undersigned is the 
present holder, by assignment 
from: Mortgage Electronic Reg-
istration Systems, Inc., as mort-
gagee, as nominee for Mortgage 
Research Center LLC dba Vet-
erans United Home Loans, its 
successors and assigns to Pen-
nyMac Loan Services, LLC, re-
corded on November 21, 2023, in 
Book No. 25235, at Page 465 for 
breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing, the same will be sold 
at Public Auction at 9:00 AM on 
June 2, 2025, on the mortgaged 
premises located at 54 Masha-
paug Road, Holland, Hampden 
County, Massachusetts, all and 
singular the premises described 
in said mortgage, 

TO WIT: The land in Holland, 
Hampden County, Massachu-
setts, with the buildings thereon, 
bounded and described as fol-
lows: 

Beginning at an iron pin near 
the Bridge over Stevens Brook 
on line of the Mashpaug Road; 

thence generally NORTHER-
LY along the westerly line of said 
road, about one hundred nine-
ty-six (196) feet to iron pin in the 
ground at land now or formerly 
of Oliver L. Howlett; 

thence WESTERLY about one 
hundred forty-five (145) feet to 
an iron pin in the ground; 

thence SOUTHERLY about 

one hundred sixty-three (163) 
feet to an iron pin at line of said 
Stevens Brook, last two courses 
being along land now or formerly 
of said Howlett; 

and thence EASTERLY about 
one hundred fifty (150) feet, more 
or less, following this line of said 
Stevens Brook to the bound and 
point of beginning. 

For mortgagor’s(s’) title see 
deed recorded with Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 20313, Page 412. 

These premises will be sold 
and conveyed subject to and with 
the benefit of all rights, rights 
of way, restrictions, easements, 
covenants, liens or claims in the 
nature of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, 
water and sewer liens and any 
other municipal assessments or 
liens or existing encumbrances 
of record which are in force and 
are applicable, having priority 
over said mortgage, whether or 
not reference to such restrictions, 
easements, improvements, liens 
or encumbrances is made in the 
deed. 

TERMS OF SALE: A depos-
it of Ten Thousand ($10,000.00) 
Dollars by certified or bank 
check will be required to be paid 
by the purchaser at the time and 
place of sale. The balance is 
to be paid by certified or bank 
check at Harmon Law Offices, 
P.C., 150 California St., New-
ton, Massachusetts 02458, or by 
mail to P.O. Box 610389, New-
ton Highlands, Massachusetts 
02461-0389, within thirty (30) 
days from the date of sale. Deed 
will be provided to purchaser for 
recording upon receipt in full of 
the purchase price. The descrip-
tion of the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control in the 
event of an error in this publica-
tion. 

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the sale. 

PENNYMAC LOAN 
SERVICES, LLC 

Present holder of said mortgage 

By its Attorneys, 
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C. 

150 California St. 
Newton, MA 02458 

(617)558-0500 
27311 

05/01, 05/08, 05/15/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF BRIMFIELD

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
Invitation for Bids

FY2026 Heating Oil, Diesel, 
and Boiler Maintenance

Sealed bids, appropriate-
ly marked, will be received by 
Thursday May 29, 2025 at 
10:00AM. Sealed bids

will be publicly opened and 
read on Thursday May 29, 2025 
at 10:05AM. in the Brimfield 
Town Annex,

Select Board Office, 23 Main 
Street, Brimfield, MA. The fol-
lowing items for Fiscal Year 
2026 will be

awarded by the Select Board 
on Monday, June 2, 2025 at their 
duly posted meeting.

I. Fuels: *Must hold an Ulti-
mate Vendor’s License

1. Heating Fuel 1,000-gal-
lon capacity

2. Diesel – Ultra Low Sul-
phur 2,000-gallon capacity

3. Boiler Maintenance See 
Below*
*Boiler Maintenance: The 

Town of Brimfield has a total of 
four (4) furnaces/boiler systems 
in its municipal buildings (Town 
Hall, Town Hall Annex Building 
and Library) that require annual 
cleaning and periodic repairs. 
Bids are to include the per hourly 
labor rate for this work. Materi-
als will be paid for as necessary.

The Town of Brimfield will 
consider bids based only upon 
“mark up over daily rack price”

Bid specifications will be 
available for pickup beginning 
May 14, 2025 at the Brimfield 
Highway Department, 34B 
Wales Road, Brimfield, MA from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday 
- Thursday or by emailing the 
Chief Procurement Officer at se-
lectboard@brimfieldma.org. All 
questions must be submitted in 
writing to the Chief Procurement 
Officer. All questions/answers 
and addendums will be distribut-
ed to all bid package holders.

Envelopes must be clearly 
marked “IFB2025HWYFLS01 
- FY2026 Heating Oil, Diesel, 
and Boiler Maintenance” and 
include the date and time of bid 
opening. All bids must be submit-
ted on the Town of Brimfield Bid 
form (included in the bid packet). 
No bids will be accepted after the 

time and date specified. Execut-
ed Certificates of Non-Collusion 
and Tax Compliance (attached) 
and Corporate Authority must be 
included in all bid submissions.

Duration of bid is for Fiscal 
Year 2026 (July 1, 2025 – June 
30, 2026); otherwise, please state 
on bid sheet any exceptions. Pay-
ment Terms: Net term, 30 days.

Prevailing Wage Rates have 
been established by the Depart-
ment of Labor and Industries un-
der the provisions of provisions 
of Chapter 149, M.G.L., section 
26-27D. Bids submitted for heat-
ing oil and diesel are subject to 
the provisions of the Prevailing 
Wage law where applicable.

Contracts will be awarded 
on an item-by-item basis to the 
responsive and responsible bid-
der(s) offering

the lowest price for each item. 
The Select Board reserves the 
right to reject any and/or all bids 
or accept

that bid deemed to be in the 
best interest of the Town of 
Brimfield.

Zachary Lemieux
Highway Surveyor 

Brimfield, MA 01010
(413) 245-4103

05/15, 05/22/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD23P0662EA
Estate of: 

James Thomas Martin 
Also known as: 
James T Martin 

Date of Death: 09/23/2022
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
James J Martin of North Hol-
lywood, CA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
James J Martin of North Hol-
lywood, CA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 06/10/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: May 12, 2025 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

05/15/2025
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Legal Notice
Public Hearing
Town of Wales

The Board of Selectmen will 
hold a public hearing in the Office 
of the Board of Selectmen locat-
ed at the Town Offices, 3 Hollow 
Road, Wales, MA on May 27, 
2025 at 6:00 p.m., to consider a 
request by Massachusetts Electric 
Company d/b/a National Grid and 
Verizon New England, Inc to al-
low National Grid to install 3 JO 
poles on Main Street, beginning 
at a point approximately 1,423 
feet Northwest of the centerline 
of the intersection of Haynes Hill 
Road and Main Street. Nation-
al Grid proposes to install pole 
P14-84 Main Street ~ 46’ East 
of P14, Main Street. Install pole 
P15-84 Main Street ~ 38’ East 
of P15, Main Street. Install pole 
P16-84 Main Street ~ 47’ East 
of P16, Main Street, Wales, MA. 
The documents and maps related 
to this matter are available for 
review from the Executive Sec-
retary during regular business 
hours.

Wales Board of Selectmen 
05/15, 05/22/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
INVITATION FOR BIDS FOR 

PAVING 
VARIOUS STREETS FOR 

TOWN OF PALMER, 
MASSACHUSETTS

The Palmer Department of 
Public Works will accept sealed 
bids for projects paving various 
streets. MassDOT prequalifica-
tion of contractors with the class 
of work as, Pavement – Surfac-
ing, for Project Palmer – 1 with an 
estimated value of $405,490.00. 
MassDOT prequalification of 
contractors with the class of 
work as, Pavement – Surfacing, 
for Project Palmer – 2 with an 
estimated value of $184,565.00. 
Valuation for purposes of Mass-
DOT Prequalification is based on 
total value of all bid items. The 
estimated value provided in this 
Invitation to Bid is for one year. 
All bid envelopes must be clearly 
marked as “FY 2026 ROAD MA-
TERIALS & SERVICES”. 

The successful bidder shall 
comply with all prevailing wage 
laws as established under provi-
sions of Massachusetts General 
Law, Chapter 149, Sections 26-
27G inclusive. Bids are subject to 
the provisions of Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 30B as 
amended, the Uniform Procure-
ment Act.

Wage rates are subject to min-
imum wage rate as per M.G.L. 
Chapter149, Sections 26 to 27F, 
inclusive and a wage rate sched-
ule is included in the specifica-
tion. 100% performance bond is 
required of successful bidder, 5% 
bond required with bid. Prequali-
fication of contractors is required 
under provisions of Section 34 
of Chapter 90 and in accordance 
with 720 CMR 5.00. Bidders 
must be on the prequalified list 
provided to the Engineer by the 
MassDOT Highway Division 
Prequalification Department. All 
proposals submitted by non-pre-
qualified bidders are subject to 
rejection by the municipality at or 
after the bid opening.  OSHA 10 
requirement with this project.

Price adjustment clause in af-
fect for hot mix asphalt mixtures. 
Period base price for liquid AC is 
$635 (ton) dated April 16, 2025, 
per MA DOT website

The Department of Public 
Works Director reserves the right 
to reject any or all bids and waive 
any informalities in the bidding 
if he deems it in the best interest 
of the town to do so. Bid speci-
fications can be obtained from 
Town Hall at 4417 Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069, or can be 
emailed upon request by emailing 
rjosephson@townofpalmer.com. 
Bidders must be prequalified by 
the Contract Engineer of Mass. 
D.O.T., before specifications can 
be handed out. Bids will be re-
ceived until 2:00 pm., Thursday 
June 5, 2025, and will be opened 
and read at that time at Town Hall. 
The bid shall include a statement 
of non-collusion.  

Richard Josephson
Interim DPW Director

Town of Palmer 
05/08, 05/15, 05/23, 05/29/2025

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 11 Christine Street, 

Palmer, MA 01069
 By virtue and in execution 

of the Power of Sale contained 
in a certain mortgage given by 
Randall E Paxton to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as Mortgagee, as nominee 
for First Federal Savings Bank 

of Boston, and now held by U.S. 
Bank National Association, said 
mortgage dated September 12, 
2014 and recorded in the Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 20424, Page 171, as affect-
ed by a Loan Modification dated 
June 7, 2016 and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 21287, Page 50; 
as affected by a Affidavit dated 
March 2, 2023 and recorded in 
the Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 24927, Page 586; 
said mortgage was assigned from 
Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., as Nominee 
for First Federal Savings Bank 
of Boston to U.S. Bank National 
Association by assignment dated 
September 18, 2015 and record-
ed with said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 20876, Page 399; for 
breach of the conditions in said 
mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same will be 
sold at Public Auction on June 
11, 2025 at 1:00 PM Local Time 
upon the premises, all and singu-
lar the premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit: 

The following real property 
situate on the Southerly side of 
proposed street, known as “Chris-
tine Street” Town of Palmer, 
Hampden County, Massachu-
setts, bounded and described as 
follows:

Beginning at an iron pipe 
which is located S. 78 degrees 
06 minutes E. a distance of four 
hundred thirty-six (436) feet from 
an iron pin in the Easterly line of 
Flynt Road and at the Northwest-
erly corner of land formerly of 
Albert L’Heureux, now believed 
to be of Stephen Stoneberger, 
all as shown on “Plan of Land in 
Palmer, Mass. owned by Charles 
T. Carter, dated August, 1957, 
Theodore P. Drazek, R.L.S.” re-
corded with the Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds, Book of Plans 
70, Page 28; thence running

S. 78 degrees 06 minutes E. 
a distance of one hundred fifty 
(150) feet to an iron pin; thence 
turning and running

N. 18 degrees 54 minutes E one 
hundred fifty and no/100 (150) 
feet to an iron pin in the South-
erly terminus of a proposed street 
known as “Christine Street” 
thence turning and running

N. 78 degrees 06 minutes W 
along the line of said proposed 
street one hundred fifty and 
no/100 (150.00) feet to an iron 
pin; thence turning and running

S. 18 degrees 54 minutes W. 
along land of Charles Carter et 
al one hundred fifty and no/100 
(150) feet, more or less to the 
place of beginning.

Together with the right in 
common with the Grantors and 
other, to use the proposed street, 
as shown on said plan for all pur-
poses of travel.

Being the same premises con-
veyed to the mortgagor by deed 
recorded in the Hampden County 

Registry of Deeds simultaneously 
herewith. 

The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall 
control in the event of a typo-
graphical error in this publication. 

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated September 12, 2014 and 
recorded in the Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 20424, 
Page 168.

TERMS OF SALE: Said prem-
ises will be sold and conveyed 
subject to all liens, encumbranc-
es, unpaid taxes, tax titles, munic-
ipal liens and assessments, if any, 
which take precedence over the 
said mortgage above described.

FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price 
must be paid in cash, certified 
check, bank treasurer’s or ca-
shier’s check at the time and 
place of the sale by the purchas-
er.  The balance of the purchase 
price shall be paid in cash, cer-
tified check, bank treasurer’s or 
cashier’s check within thirty (30) 
days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced at 
the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street

2nd Floor
Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for U.S. Bank National 
Association

Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 

05/08, 05/15, 05/22/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
Town of Brimfield

Highway Department
Invitation for Bids

Various Road Materials, 
Equipment Rentals, and 
Road Resurfacing and 

Related Work for
Fiscal Year 2026

Sealed bids, appropriately 
marked, will be received no later 
than Thursday May 29, 2025, 
by 11:00 AM. Sealed bids will 
be publicly opened and read on 
Thursday May 29, 2025 at 11:05 
AM. in the Brimfield Town Hall 
Annex, 23 Main Street, Brim-
field, MA. The following items 
that will be purchased for Fiscal 
Year 2026 will be awarded by the 
Select Board at their duly posted 
meeting on June 2, 2025:

I. Various Road Materials
II. Equipment Rental with Op-

erator
III. Road Resurfacing and Re-

lated Work 
Bid specifications will be 

available for pickup beginning 
Wednesday May 14, 2025 at the 
Brimfield Highway Department, 
34B Wales Road, Brimfield, 
MA from 9:00 AM. to 3:00 PM., 
Monday through Thursday or by 
emailing the Chief Procurement 
Officer at selectboard@brimfield
ma.org. Questions related to this 
bid invitation are to be emailed 
to the Chief Procurement Officer. 
All addendums, questions and an-
swers will be sent to all bid pack-

age holders.
Envelopes must be clearly 

marked “IFB2025HWY01 – 
FY2026” and include the date and 
time of the bid opening. Where 
required, bids must indicate a sin-
gle square yard multiplier (dollar 
amount per square yard) on the 
appropriate bid form attached. 
All bids must be submitted on 
the Town of Brimfield Bid forms 
(included in the bid packet). No 
bids will be accepted after the 
time and date specified. Executed 
Certificates of Non-Collusion and 
Tax Compliance (attached) and 
Corporate Authority must be in-
cluded in all bid submissions.

Super Pave bids must indicate 
all prices, both pick up at plant 
(not more than 15 miles of the 
Brimfield Highway Garage, 34B 
Wales Rd) and to be delivered 
to the Town of Brimfield, Town 
Yard, or to the job location in the 
Town of Brimfield. Bids shall 
include the current period price 
(April 2025) of $635 per ton for 
liquid asphalt. The price adjust-
ment of hot mix asphalt mixtures 
containing liquid asphalt shall 
apply as per schedule posted on 
Massachusetts Highway Depart-
ment website: www.mass.gov/
mhd and “Special Provisions” as 
attached.

Contractors intending to bid on 
Super Pave, must be pre-qualified 
by the Massachusetts Highway 
Department and the pre-qualify-
ing form from the State must be 
presented at the time the bid pack-
age is picked up from the Town of 
Brimfield. The classification of 
work is “Pavement Surfacing.” 
The total cost of project(s) is esti-
mated to be $687,228.30. NOTE: 
Award is subject to the Fiscal 
Year 2026 Chapter 90 appropria-
tion and release. A bid deposit of 
5% of the total price bid must be 
submitted.

Prevailing Wage Rates have 
been established by the Depart-
ment of Labor and Industries un-
der the provision of Chapter 149, 
M.G.L., Section 26-27D. Bids 
submitted for Road Resurfacing, 
are subject to the provisions to 
applicable provisions of the Gen-
eral Laws including Chapter 534,

Chapter 30B, and Chapter 30, 
Section 39M inclusive as amend-
ed, (Public Works Construction).

All work/items must meet 
Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation, highway stan-
dards specifications.

Executed Certificates of 
Non-Collusion and Tax Compli-
ance (attached) and Corporate 
Authority must be included in all 
bid submissions.

Minority percentage rate must 
not be less than 5%.

Duration of the bid contract 
is July 1, 2025 through June 30, 
2026; otherwise, please state on 
bid sheet any exceptions.

Payment terms: Net term, 30 
days.

Contracts will be awarded 

on an item-by-item basis to the 
responsive and responsible bid-
der(s) offering the lowest price 
for each item. The Select Board 
reserves the right to reject any 
and/or all bids, or, accept that bid 
deemed to be in the best interest 
of the Town of Brimfield..

Zachary Lemieux
Highway Surveyor
Town of Brimfield

Brimfield, MA 01010
(413) 245-4103

05/15, 05/22/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P0985EA
Estate of: 

Thomas R Stone
Also known as: 

Thomas Robert Stone 
Date of Death: 01/28/2025

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Beth Ellen Smith 
of Palmer, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Beth Ellen Smith of Palmer, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 06/18/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affida-
vit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, ac-
tion may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the Per-
sonal Representative and may 
petition the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: May 08, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

05/15/2025

Public notices

Town of Warren
Full-Time Police Officer Vacancy

The Warren Police Department is seeking a qualified candidate to fill the vacant 
position of FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER. The Warren Police Department is a non-
civil service department that is seeking individuals who are motivated, proactive 
and community oriented. All candidates must be at least 21 years of age, be a U.S. 
Citizen, have a minimum of a high school diploma, possess a valid driver’s license, 
and currently have, or have the ability to obtain a Class A license to carry firearms 
in the state of Massachusetts. Candidates must have successfully completed a 
Massachusetts full-time police academy or the equivalent to be considered for the 
position.

All applicants who move forward in the hiring process will be subject to a 
background investigation as well as a medical, physical, and psychological 
examination. All candidates will also be required to meet all requirements set forth by 
the Peace Officer and Standards Commission (POST). It is preferred that applicants 
currently hold an unrestricted certification from POST at the time of applying.

The Town of Warren currently offers full-time employees of the Police Department 
with an education-based incentive. Officers with the Warren Police Department will 
be required to work a schedule consisting of four (4) consecutive days on followed 
by two (2) days off and will be assigned to a shift based on departmental needs. 
All Officers will also be eligible for vacation time, personal time and holiday pay as 
outlined in the union contract.

All interested applicants are asked to please submit a cover letter and resume to:
Lieutenant Kyle P. Whitcomb, 1 Milton O. Fountain Way, P.O. Box 606, Warren, MA 
01083 or E-mail to Whitcomb@warren-ma.gov

The deadline for applications is Friday, May 30, 2025. Therefore, it is required that 
the Warren Police Department be in receipt of the candidates resume and cover letter 
no later than this date to be considered. The Town of Warren is an equal opportunity 
employer (EOE).

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

www.turley.com

Journal Register seeks Experienced Writers/
Journalists to produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various towns and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Deanna Sloat
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
dsloat@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

OPPORTUNITY

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINESDEADLINES

In observance of Memorial Day, In observance of Memorial Day, 
the Classifieds have an the Classifieds have an 
EARLY AD DEADLINE.EARLY AD DEADLINE.

To advertise, To advertise, 
place your ad no later than place your ad no later than NOONNOON

Thursday, May 22
Thank you!Thank you!

Classifieds and Public Notices have an

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

TAG SALE
LARGE INDOOR TAG SALE. Apple 
Storage, 1207 So. Main St., Palmer. Sat-
urday, May 17 & Sunday, May 18; 
8 a.m.-3 p.m. Vintage furniture, antiques, 
decorations, home goods! All proceeds do-
nated.

MOVING SALE: May 25 & 26, 9am-
3pm. Everything must go. Dishes, fur-
niture, small appliances. 134 Rutland 
Road, Oakham.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanted. 
Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage hunting, 
camping, cast iron cookware, advertising, 
motorcycles, clothing.  Call Ken (413)433-
2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.  
Competitive pricing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789, (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING Highest quality, 
lowest price. Serving the Pioneer Valley. 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, Fall and 
Gutter clean-ups. (413)330-3917

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till 
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow 
your own. Call for appointment, fair and 
reasonable rates. Suburban residential 
only.   413-626-1927.

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Call (508)867-2550.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505.

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950. (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

FOR RENT
4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5/baths, 
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities. 
1st/last/security. References and proof of 
income required.  Call 413-589-0401.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

COZY QUIET 1 BEDROOM $990/
MONTH. 2ND FLOOR UNIT, EFFICIENCY 
KITCHEN. NEAR MASS PIKE. PARKING, 
LAUNDRY ON SITE. NO SMOKING, NO 
PETS. GOOD CREDIT. 413-543-3062

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
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area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
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P A L M E R — 
Frances Helen Bare-
iss, 98, went home to 
be with her Lord on 
January 14, 2025, at 
Life Care of Wilbra-
ham. Born in Palmer 
on July 24, 1926, to 
Calogero (Charles) 
and Francesca (San-
tucci) Barone, Fran-
ny lived a full and 
vibrant life in Palm-
er, where she spent most of 
her years. She was preceded in 
death by her siblings: Charles, 

Rose Smith, Caro-
lyn Murphy, Anne 
Hagerty, Joseph, and 
Mary Mozden, as 
well as her former 
husband, Robert Ba-
reiss. A graduate of 
Palmer High School, 
Franny began her 
working career at the 
telephone company 
in Palmer and later 
at the Springfield 

Armory. She spent many years 
working in the office of Dr. 
Zarcharian, a respected derma-

tologist in Springfield. Franny’s 
passions were as diverse as her 
personality. She was a fabulous 
cook, and her fudge, cornbread 
and strawberry shortcake were 
staples at family gatherings. 
Franny loved being outdoors 
and was an avid gardener. She 
enjoyed exploring museums, 
antique stores, and thrift shops, 
often accompanied on these 
adventures by one or more of 
her many nieces and nephews. 
And oh, how she loved a good 
bargain! Her eccentricities and 
outspokenness only added to 

her warmth and charm that 
made her unforgettable. Above 
all, Franny will be lovingly re-
membered as a woman who 
lived life on her own terms, a 
devoted daughter, sister, and 
aunt, and a faithful servant of 
her Lord. A private memorial 
service has been held in Oak 
Knoll Cemetery. In honor of 
Franny’s memory, the family 
kindly requests that any dona-
tions be made to Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute for Lung Can-
cer Research, a cause that was 
deeply meaningful to her. 

Frances Helen Bareiss
Obituaries

BRIMFIELD – It 
is with great sadness 
that we announce 
the passing of Ju-
dith Reid Mathieu, 
84, a longtime res-
ident of Brimfield, 
Massachusetts. Judy 
passed away peace-
fully at her home, 
surrounded by her 
family, on May 5, 
2025.

Born on June 5, 1940, Judy 
was the daughter of the late 
Gordon N. Reid Sr. and Mad-
elyn (McGowan) Reid. She 
spent most of her childhood 
in Brimfield, where she built 
lifelong connections and mem-
ories. In 1958, she married 
the love of her life, Jacques A. 
Mathieu, with whom she shared 
63 devoted years of marriage. 
Together, they lived in several 
locations before settling perma-
nently in Brimfield in 1975 to 
take part in the family business.

Alongside her 
husband Jacques, 
her sister Jill Reid 
Lukesh, and brother-
in-law Peter Lukesh, 
Judy operated Gor-
don Reid Company 
Antique Shows, later 
known as J&J Pro-
motions. Carrying 
on the legacy started 
by her father in 1959, 
Judy and her family 

grew the show into a premier 
outdoor antique event at Auc-
tion Acres, cherished by exhib-
itors and attendees alike. They 
continued to run the shows until 
their retirement in 2016.

Judy was predeceased by her 
beloved husband, Jacques; her 
parents, Gordon and Madelyn 
Reid; her brother, Gordon N. 
Reid Jr.; and her sister, Jill Reid 
Lukesh.

She is survived by her 
daughters, Laurel Mathieu 
Prescott and her husband John 

of Brimfield, and Jill Mathieu 
O’Day and her husband Darryl 
of Warren, MA; her stepchil-
dren, Bernard Mathieu of Geor-
gia and Michelle Brooks of 
Fort Lauderdale, FL, whom she 
welcomed into her heart with 
open arms; her brother-in-law, 
Alphonse Mathieu of Erie, PA; 
brother-in-law, Peter Lukesh of 
Vero Beach, FL; and her cher-
ished grandchildren: Christina 
Mathieu, Andrea Kaiser and 
her husband Tyler, Benjamin 
Keating, Hannah Prescott, Ian 
Prescott, Jonathan Balderel-
li and his wife Meghan, and 
Evan Balderelli and his fian-
cée Tiffany Williams. She also 
leaves behind her treasured 
great-grandchildren: Parker Lo-
gie, Harper, Kylie, and Kannon 
Kaiser, Charlotte and Georgia 
Keating, and Alexander and 
Caroline Balderelli; as well as 
her niece and nephew, Kathy 
Mathieu-Pipemeyer and Gor-
don N. Reid III.

Judy’s enduring love for her 
family, her kindness, and her 
generous spirit will be remem-
bered by all who knew her.

The family would like to ex-
press their heartfelt thanks to 
Lake George Tavern for giving 
Judy a sense of comfort and 
community in her final years. 
Special appreciation is extend-
ed to her spirited nurse Ste-
fanie, whose energy and care 
brightened Judy’s days - she is 
a special angel, and to Kelsey, 
Ann Marie, and Ashley of Care 
Central Hospice for their com-
passionate support during Ju-
dy’s final journey.

A private, family service will 
be held at their convenience. 
The family requests that in lieu 
of flowers, donations be made, 
in her name, to the Catholic 
Woman’s Club of St. Chris-
topher’s church in Brimfield, 
Mass. or to Tunnel to Towers 
Foundation.

Judith Reid Mathieu

DEATH NOTICES
Frances Helen Bareiss
Died Jan. 14, 2025
Services were private
Beers & Story Funeral Home

Judith Reid Mathieu
Died May 5, 2025
Services are private
Beers & Story Funeral Home

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
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families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
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obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy
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corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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economic development, ex-
panded housing, increased 
tax revenue, and the revital-
ization of New England’s 
towns and cities.

The town of Palmer, 
once a rail hub of the North-
east, holds deep historical 
significance. In 1884, Palm-
er’s Union Station was built 
at the junction of major 
North-South and East-West 
rail lines. It was designed 
by renowned architect Hen-
ry Hobson Richardson and 
landscaped by Frederick Law 
Olmsted. The station remains 
a symbol of integrated infra-
structure and urban accessi-
bility.

“Few towns can boast 
such a ready-made opportu-
nity,” said Blake Lamothe, 
co-presenter and local busi-
ness leader. “The original un-
derpass, 680 parking spaces, 
and even land for a bus ter-
minal and recreational park…
it’s all here, just waiting for 
investment.”

Despite its strategic val-
ue, Massachusetts’ current 
East-West rail planning ex-
cludes Palmer’s North-South 
connection and proposes a 
new station nearly half a mile 
outside downtown.

Critics argue that the re-
mote location would squan-
der economic potential, sever 
ties to Palmer’s historical in-
frastructure, and hinder urban 
integration. Lessons from 
places like Windsor Locks, 
CT, which is now relocating 
its station from a highway 
interchange to its downtown 
core, underscore the risks of 
suburban station placement.

Blake and Scarlet Lam-
othe emphasized that a cen-
tral downtown station would 
boost accessibility, business 
activity, and walkability. It 

would align with the criteria 
of a successful downtown as 
defined by urban planning 
benchmarks.

The proposal calls for a 
903-foot platform, exceeding 
standard requirements. It in-
cludes plans for ADA-com-
pliant access, elevators, and 
direct pedestrian links to 
South Main Street.

Unlike many ambitious 
infrastructure projects, this 
one does not require new rail 
lines. “The freight lines are 
here. With coordination, they 
can be shared with passenger 
service,” Blake explained. 
“We’ve already spent over 
$100 million on upgrades in 
this corridor. Let’s build on 
that.”

The meeting was not just 
informational. It was a call to 
action. Attendees were urged 
to contact transportation of-
ficials and lawmakers to ad-
vocate for the downtown lo-
cation. Flyers, informational 

packets, and pre-written let-
ters were made available. The 
public was directed to ccprc.
org for further resources.

Letters of support are en-
couraged to be sent to:

The Honorable Sean Duffy
U.S. Department of 

Transportation
 1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

 Washington, DC 20590
Monica G. Tibbits-Nutt

Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation

10 Park Plaza, Suite 4160
 Boston, MA 02116

Blake also called on the 
Connecticut DOT, Amtrak, 
and the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration to collaborate. 

He stressed that rail strategy 
should transcend state lines 
and serve the entire region.

Speakers painted a vivid 
picture of Palmer’s potential. 
They proposed turning the 
area into a regional stadium 
destination, attracting tour-
ists, reviving local businesses, 

and restoring historic hotels. 
Once home to more than 100 
businesses and five hotels, 
Palmer’s downtown could 
thrive again, if connected ef-
fectively.

“This is about more than 
a train station,” Scarlet said. 
“It’s about choosing a future 
where our towns grow, our 
students move freely, and our 
economies thrive.”

With a potential ridership 
of up to 9 million people, in-
cluding 67,000 students and 
a corridor population of over 
340,000, the advocates argue 
that failing to connect the 
North-South line would be a 
missed opportunity of gener-
ational consequence.

As the formal meeting 
concluded, sandwiches were 
served. Scarlet and Blake re-
mained available to answer 
questions and encourage fur-
ther discussion.

“We’ve waited long 
enough,” Scarlet said. “It’s 
time to put Palmer, and the 
people who live and travel 
here, back on the map.”

For more information, 
community members are 
invited to visit www.ccprc.
org. The site contains proj-
ect maps, historical archives, 
contact details for officials, 
and instructions for how to 
get involved.

Corrections
The Journal Register will glad-

ly correct factual errors that appear 
in this paper. Corrections or clarifi-
cations will always appear on Page 
2 or 3. To request a correction, send 
information to Editor at journalreg-
ister@turley.com, or call 283-8393, 
extension 236. Corrections may also 
be requested in writing at:  Journal 
Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA, 01069.

Scarlet Lamothe presents a slideshow on the plans for the Rail stop.

Blake Lamothe talks about the architectural plans for the po-
tential train station.

A mockup of what the potential train station would look like.

Plans and mockups of the station were on display at the meeting.       Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
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