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Scouts

i1

assist with grave ﬂggmg
ahead of Memorial Day

On Monday evening, May 18, the American Legion Palmer Post 130 along with Troop
164 and Pack 163 together replaced all the veteran flags at Oak Knoll and St. Thomas
Cemeteries. The scouts thank legionnaires and family members who attended. The
scouts would also like to thank the groundskeepers for having both cemeteries ready
for us before Memorial Day.
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PALMER

Pathfinder students
with

WwWOoOw communi

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

PALMER - The commu-
nity was recently invited to
experience creative projects
put together by the students
at Pathfinder Regional Voca-
tional Technical High School.

Pathfinder hosted its
fourth annual Arts and Cul-
ture Night on Thursday, May
7, from 5-7 p.m. The open
and free event showcased
students’ creative work in a
number of mediums to pro-
vide an experience to about
250 people who filtered in
and out, some staying all eve-
ning.

The idea for this event
originally came from Art
Teacher Darlene Henshaw,
who wanted to create an art
gallery experience for the
students in her studio art
program. Since its inception,
participation has increased
annually. Caitlin Phelps was
the administrator overseeing
the event.

“Arts and Culture Night
has become one of our fa-
vorite community traditions,
because it showcases the
incredible creativity, talent,
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Hospitality student
Corrina S.

served hors d’ourves
to the attendees.

MONSON

Town Meeting approves bylaw change, development projects

By Marcelo Gusméao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

MONSON - Last week,
the town held its annual Town
Meeting to vote on several ar-
ticles in the town, most nota-
bly an amendment to the zon-
ing bylaws to allow a Planned
Village District, and construc-
tion on the Macomber Road
Bridge.

There were 35 articles be-
ing voted on at the meeting on
Monday, May 11.

State Developmental

Center

The second article was
to amend the town’s Zoning
Bylaws and Zoning Map to
create a new Planned Village
District. The agenda described
the district as featuring a res-
idential building with two to
eight dwelling units in a row,

a cottage cluster development,
a measure of residential den-
sity, a building for mixed-use
development, multifamily res-
idential developments, a sin-
gle-family detached dwelling,
and to reuse or renovate an ex-
isting structure that is already
in the area.

Planning Board Member
Craig Sweitzer read the report
of the board, saying it “held a
public hearing on Jan. 20 and

continued it until Feb. 17 to
hear testimony on the Zone
Change Proposal. WestMass
Development Corp. gave in-
formation describing their
proposed Bylaw and Zoning
Map Change.”

“The public was given a
chance to ask extensive ques-
tions and to have them an-
swered to further their knowl-
edge of this proposed bylaw
change,” Sweitzer continued.

“After hearing the presenta-
tion of Western Mass Devel-
opment, and input from the
public, who were, by far, in
favor of this bylaw change, the
Planning Board voted to rec-
ommend Town Meeting vote
in favor of this proposal.”

“If Monson State Devel-
opmental Center returns to
state ownership, which could
occur if this bylaw change
doesn’t pass, and the state

wants to develop it as such, the
state can be exempt from zon-
ing,” Sweitzer said. “Monson
won’t be able to control the
development and income to
the town through normal tax-
es, would this occur.”

WestMass Vice President
of Operations, Dan Knapik,
made a presentation on the
project.
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MONSON

Cross-town collaboration to
clean up veteran memorials

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

MONSON - The Cem-
etery Commission and Vet-
erans Services Departments
have been collaborating to
preserve local veteran memo-
rials.

Two weeks before Me-
morial Day, Cemetery Com-
mission Foreman Mat Waw-
rzyk and Veterans Services
Officer Patrick Renna met in
Crane Park in Wilbraham to
collaborate on cleaning the
veterans’ memorials.

“Pat is a Monson resi-
dent and has previously vol-
unteered for our Wreaths
Across America Program we
hold in our Monson cemeter-
ies,” Wawrzyk said. “Earlier
this month he reached out

to me after seeing a vid-
eo | posted online demon-
strating some new products

the cemetery will be using
for restoration projects, and
asked if I could give him any
tips for improving the Veter-
ans Monuments in downtown
Wilbraham.”

Renna has worked with
the town of Wilbraham’s
Rotary Club and the Min-
nechaug Military Community
Club to clean the monuments
once before, for Veterans Day
last year.

“I originally met Mat
because I volunteered to help
out at the Wreaths Across
America event in Monson,
which he’s heavily involved
with,” Renna said.

Renna had worked on
cleaning the monuments the
previous fall before Veterans
Day, with volunteers from the
local Rotary Group and Min-
nechaug High School’s Mili-
tary Community Club.

CLEAN UP 1 page 6
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The Monson Cemetery GCommission Foreman and Wilbraham
Veterans Services Officer collaborate to clean monuments
before Memorial Day.

PALMER

Town Clerk provides
updates on election

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

PALMER - At last
week’s Town Council meet-
ing, the Town Clerk provided
a report on the goings-on of
her department, and clarified
some information regarding
the upcoming town election.

The meeting began with
the council voting to appoint
Lauren Perry to the Conserva-
tion Commission, with a term
ending on June 30, 2027. The
council then voted to appoint
Director of Administrative
Services Ashley Place as the
Alternate Municipal Hearing
Officer, noting that she com-
pleted the training program.

“Right now, I’'m the sole
Municipal Hearings Officer,”
Town Manager Brad Broth-
ers said. “Sometimes I don’t
have a lot of time to commit

to these things, and they need
full attention to review, so I'm
excited to have Ashley as an
alternate.”

The council voted unan-
imously to appoint Place to
the position. Brothers said he
expects Place to take on the
majority of the cases, and that
he is happy to have her help.

The council then had a
departmental update from
Town Clerk Susan Coache,
who provided an overview of
what goes on at the office, as
well as highlighting things to
look forward to.

Coache started by empha-
sizing the importance of the
Town Census

ELECTION I page 6
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Agricultural Commission shares
Conservation Easement Programs

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @ turley.com

MONSON - At last
week’s Select Board meeting,
the Agricultural Commission
announced that farms in town
qualify to be designated as
farmland of local importance.

The meeting on Tuesday,
May 12, began with a report
from the Town Administra-
tor, Jennifer Wolowicz, who
praised the coordination of
the Town Meeting the night
before, which was attended
by 400 members of the com-
munity.

“I actually spoke to a
couple of residents today, and
they told me it was their first
time attending,” Wolowicz
said, “and they didn’t really
understand what was happen-
ing. So, I'm going to talk to
the moderator about possibly
trying to do some sessions
throughout the summer about
learning about Town Meet-
ing, because if you’re going
to something and you have no
idea what the process is, it’s
kind of hard to follow along.”

Wolowicz also report-
ed that the Chief of Police
made a surplus request for
two 20-year-old ATVs that he
intends to dispose of, and a
trailer that Wolowicz will see
if any other department can
use, to be discussed in more
detail at a later meeting.

The board voted to ap-
point Mead, Talerman &
Costa to the position of Town
Counsel until 2027.

Robert Skalbite of the
Agricultural Commission
spoke to the board about the
Farmer’s Market. He de-
scribed meeting with Kellie
Hummel, formerly the Mar-
ket Manager for the recently
dissolved Wilbraham Farm-
er’s Market, who was looking
for a new place to hold the
market.

“We’ve had a number of
people mention to us at the
annual Harvest Festival that
we were doing down by Town
Hall that they wanted to see a
more regular market in town,”
Skalbite said.

After collaborating with
Hummel over the winter on
pertinent details, Skalbite was
able to announce that they
will be collaborating here in
town.

“We have officially an-
nounced that we will be
having a weekly farmer’s
market,” Skalbite said. “It
will be at the Senior Center,
like it was before. It’s going
to start on June 24 and run
through August 26, it will be
on Wednesdays from 3 p.m.
to 6 p.m.”

Skalbite said that the
market has already confirmed
14 vendors, with several more
under review. He said that the
vendors include various farms

and baked goods, as well as a
popsicle vendor.

“We're excited to have
that going on,” Skalbite said.

Skalbite went on to talk
about conservation easement
programs that can designate
local farmland as being of lo-
cal importance, providing ac-
cess to funds and protections.

“I had been approached
by American Farmland Trust,
which was working on a pro-
gram to help local municipal-
ities designate farmland of
local importance,” Skalbite
said. “There are certain agri-
cultural programs, conserva-
tion easement programs, that
allow farmers to apply to put
a conservation easement on
their land, and they receive
the difference between the
buildable value and the agri-
cultural value of their land,
and then it puts a permanent
easement on that land so that
in perpetuity it will be farm-
land.”

Skalbite said that these
programs are based on des-
ignated soil types, with a sur-
vey online that can determine
what kind of soil you have.
For farms, that’s based on
land that’s considered prime
farmland, such as the Con-
necticut River land, statewide
significant land, and locally
important farmland.

“The locally important
only comes into play if a town
has had their farmland sur-

veyed and certain soil types,
like rocky soil types, are des-
ignated as locally important
because they’re being active-
ly farmed in the community,”
Skalbite said.

Through AFT, the Agri-
cultural Commission worked
with a soil scientist from the
Natural Resource Conserva-
tion Service who produced
a list of 30 different specific
soil types that are not consid-
ered to be prime or of state-
wide significance, which are
the town’s soils of local im-
portance.

“So now, if a farmer in
town is interested in apply-
ing for one of these easement
programs,”  Skalbite said,
mentioning a few that could
apply, such as the Agriculture
Preservation Restriction, and
programs that can be applied
for through NRCS, “they can
do that.”

“Hopefully we’ve opened
the door for some farms in
town to be able to apply for
this conservation program,
protect their land, and be able
to access capital to expand or
do whatever they need to do,”
Skalbite said.

Skalbite added that if
anyone is interested in the
program and wants to reach
out to the Agricultural Com-
mission for more information,
they can reach the commis-
sion at MonsonAGComm@
GMail.com.

‘Defending
democracy’
meeting welcomes
new participants

MONSON - Residents
and neighbors from across
the area to gather each week
in support of democracy,
civic engagement, and com-
munity dialogue during the
ongoing “defending democ-
racy” meeting held every
Saturday at Monson Town
Hall.

The peaceful gatherings
take place a 11 a.m. and are
open to anyone interested in
standing together in support
of democratic values, public
participation, and respectful
civic discussion. Organizers
say the weekly events are in-

tended to create a welcom-
ing space for community
members to connect, share
concerns and encourage
involvement in issues af-
fecting the nation and local
communities alike.

Participants are encour-
aged to bring signs, conver-
sations, and a spirit of uni-
ty. Supporters describe the
events as positive, commu-
nity focused opportunities
to stay engaged and visible
during a time of growing
public concern over the fu-
ture of democracy and civil
discourse.

Memorial Day
parade announced

PALMER
— This Memo-
rial Day, take the
time to join fellow
community members
at our annual parade to
remember those that made
the ultimate sacrifice for
our country. The parade
will take place on Monday,
May 25 beginning at the
St. Thomas Church parking

lot. People
should
arrive  at
10:15 a.m.
with the parade
stepping off at 10:45
a.m. The route is: Down
Thorndike, take a left on
Main Street, take left onto
Central Street, left onto
Converse Street, arrive at
former Converse School.

Brimfield Memorial Day services May 24

BRIMFIELD - The
Town of Brimfield will hold
its annual Memorial Day
Services on Sunday, May
24 at 2:00 pm on the Town
Common. The committee
encourages everyone to gath-
er for this important day of
remembrance and extends a
special invitation to all area
veterans, enlisted service
members, and reservists.

As the nation celebrates
its 250th, Brimfield is proud
to pay tribute to the brave cit-
izens who played a part in the
establishment of our coun-
try and our freedoms. Town
historian Mike DeFalco will
speak and share poignant de-
tails of the monumental im-
pact of this milestone.

Ceremonies begin with
the drum roll, and the Vet-
erans call to order, followed
by patriotic music and poems
reflecting on the day, remem-
brance of current and former
town residents who have died
in the last year, and the cere-
monial tolling of the bell.

State Representative
Todd Smola will speak,
Brimfield elementary sixth
grade twins Emma and Bria
Commeaux will recite the
poems, and Father Jack Bren-
nan of St. Christophers will
lead the prayers. The musical
performances will include

the Brimfield Elementary
Band, Lillian Donahue, Au-
drey Spicer, and members of
St. Christophers Folk Group.

“Brimfield has held ser-
vices for Memorial Day as a
town tradition that goes back
beyond the memories of its
oldest residents. As a com-
mittee, we believe it is im-
portant to take time to honor
those who sacrificed every-
thing.” said committee chair
Cindy Skowyra.

Committee chair Cindy
Skowyra said, “Brimfield has
a proud tradition to pause and
reflect on the significance of
Memorial Day and those that
we honor on that day, espe-
cially those who sacrificed
everything and helped make
it possible for us to enjoy our
freedoms because of their
sacrifice and selflessness.”

A parade immediately
follows the ceremony, and
all are invited to participate.
A wagon is available for vet-
erans and others who want to
join the parade but are unable
to march, courtesy of Village
Green Campgrounds, who
will also provide ice cream
to all who participate in the
parade. Children are encour-
aged to decorate their bikes
and doll carriages in patriotic
themes.

The parade will stop at

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

the cemetery and war monu-
ments in town to pay respect
with ceremonial gun salute,
the laying of wreaths donat-
ed by Green Thumb Florist,
raising of the flag and the
playing of Taps by Grant
MacFarlane and Kassandra
Mungai. Tina Harkness and
Linda Mercier will play the
bagpipe at the cemetery.

During the American
Civil War, citizens placed
flowers on the graves of
those who had been killed in
battle. In recognition of that
tradition, red carnations will
be handed out to place on
veterans’ graves marked with
flags placed by Scout Troop
7 and additional volunteers.
Girls on the Run planted the
geraniums at town monu-
ments.

The committee wants to
thank all who worked behind
the scenes to make this pos-
sible especially the Brimfield
Police Department and the
Champeau-Vilandre Ameri-
can Legion Post 109 for their
support.

Be sure to join us on
this Day of Remembrance in
honor of those who have sac-
rificed so much for the free-
doms that we enjoy. In case
of rain the ceremony will
be held at St. Christopher’s
church.

BRIMFIELD - Brim-
field is known world-wide
as a destination for treasure
hunting, but once a year, the
entire town turns into a sec-
ondhand shopper’s paradise.
Organized by Hitchcock
Academy, the area’s commu-
nity center located in Brim-
field, the 16th annual Brim-
field Town-Wide Tag Sale
will take place on Saturday,
May 30 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

All of the sales are in-
cluded on a map complete
with listings that describe
what shoppers can find at
each site, also noting any
sales that will continue
through Sunday. Several

sales are on-site at Hitch-
cock, so the community cen-

ter is a great place to start
your shopping. The Brim-
field Farmers’ Market is also
running in the organization’s
parking lot that day from
9am to 1pm, so consider fu-
eling up with kombucha and
baked goods, or adding some
fresh farm and handcrafted
goods to your day’s loot.
Shoppers can pick up a
printed 11x17 map at Hitch-
cock for $2 on the day of the
event or download it from
Hitchcock’s website the day
prior. So far, listings include
typical tag sale fare such as
clothing, household items,
toys, tools, housewares,
small appliances, free gar-
den pots, cleaning supplies,
kitchen items, dishes, jew-

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

Town-Wide Tag Sale takes on Flea Market Town

elry, holiday décor, crafts,
baking, books, cds and
dvds, baby items, furniture,
pet supplies, assorted tools
and tech items, and knick-
knacks, along with vintage
and antique items.

Unique items in the list-
ings include an original Atari
system, kayaks, truck boxes,
Amazon Mystery Boxes, a
12-foot aluminum boat, tin
toys, andirons, prints, base-
ball cards, a bamboo fly rod,
a Modern Glenwood Home
Grand Wood Burning Cook
Stove, antique sewing ma-
chine, table saw, bench sand-
er, and more.

“It’s such a fun day and a
unique way to foster a sense
of community,” says Hitch-
cock Executive Director Cin-
dy Skowyra. “We hear often
how people enjoy interacting
with one another as much as
they enjoy the hunt.”

For more informa-
tion, visit www.hitchcock-
academy.org. Hitchcock
Academy is a community
center located at 2 Brook-
field Road in Brimfield serv-
ing the community with
educational, recreation-
al, and cultural program-
ming. Hitchcock is cele-
brating 70 years this year
following its 100-year histo-
ry as a school.

WEDGEWOOD MOTEL

i

1430 Park St., Palmer, MA 413-283-4501

R 5

DN I

148 Carmelinas Circle

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10
Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30

COMPLETE
STORAGE

413-308-6904
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Climate Controlled Units Available
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" Outside Parking Spaces Also
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The Vinica Brook Restorat

WALES - The Norcross
Wildlife Foundation is un-
dertaking one of the largest
stream and freshwater res-
toration projects ever un-
dertaken in Massachusetts.
This effort brings together
the regional conservation or-
ganization Mass Audubon,
the national conservation or-
ganization American Rivers,
faculty and students from
Umass Ambherst, and staff of
the Massachusetts Division of
Fisheries and Wildlife to un-
dertake this important ecolog-
ical restoration project.

On May 30th the Exec-
utive Director of Norcross,
Ed Hood, along with Linda
Hutchins, the Senior Res-
toration Ecologist at Mass
Audubon, will provide the
public with a presentation
about this project and answer
questions individuals may
have. Following the pro-
gram there will be a guided
field tour to one of the dams
planned for removal, and a
nearby beaver meadow.

The program will take
place from 10am to noon at
the Norcross Visitor Center
at 30 Peck Road in Wales.
Please RSVP by contacting
Holly Sousa at hsousa@nor-
crosswildlife.org, or by leav-
ing a message at 413-245-
1264.

During the lifetime of the
Foundation’s founder, Arthur
Norcross, there was signifi-

cant construction of
infrastructure - in-
cluding 9 dams
and  lesser
water con-
trol struc-
tures - to
impound
and re-di-
rect water,
to drain and
fill swamps
and to create
large  freshwa-
ter ponds where
previously there been only
a free-flowing cold-water
stream (Vinica Brook). Ar-
thur Norcross constructed 26
miles of roads on the property
in pursuit of his vision, with
the roads providing open ar-
eas for “wildflowers”, provid-
ing access to feeding stations
for wildlife and to patrol for
poachers. These roads criss-
cross streams and wetlands,
impairing the ecology of the
landscape and causing harm
to wildlife.

For more than a decade
it has been clear that a new
approach to caring for Nor-
cross’s lands was needed —
adopting the science and best
practices of land and wildlife
conservation in the 21st cen-
tury. The Norcross Wildlife
Foundation is undertaking an
ambitious effort to advance
Arthur Norcross’s original
vision while reassessing the
methods he and subsequent

staff employed during the
20th and early 21st centuries.

In 2019, Norcross was
required to do a 10-year en-
gineering assessment of the 4
licensed dams, Numbers 1-3,
and Vinica Pond Dam, all of
which are classified by the
Massachusetts Office of Dam
Safety as “low hazard” dams.
The landowner — Norcross- is

ion at Norcross

Wildlife

P

responsible for ensuring their
safety from potential failure,
and the 2019 engineering re-
port from a third-party firm
identified what today would
be over $1,000,000 in needed
repairs to keep the dams com-
pliant with Massachusetts
regulations.

Facing the high costs of

repairing and maintaining the

A

7

Norcross dams, and with a
better-informed understand-
ing of stream and wetland
habitat functionality, the Nor-
cross staff began a multi-year
assessment to evaluate the
role of the dams and ponds.
With a large group of out-
side experts and conserva-
tion partners, Norcross has
determined that removing

Fo

undation

the dams and water control
structures, and more than half
of the road network, will en-
hance the habitat quality of
the Norcross property and
best fulfill Arthur Norcross’s
original vision that this prop-
erty be “be a place of refuge
where all wildlife is encour-
aged not just to survive but
also to proliferate naturally
and where certain species,
now threatened with extinc-
tion, may again attain more
normal distribution and bene-
fit the public by their surviv-
al” (c. 1964).

Beaver created wetland
meadow on Vinica Brook
(2024). In the 1990s or early
2000s Norcross staff demol-
ished the dam and eliminated
the beavers from this land-
scape — but the beaver’s ex-
cellent ecosystem engineer-
ing remains. Today Beavers
are allowed to undertake their
work by the Norcross Wild-
life Foundation.

Old meadow c. 1941
prior to the construction of
pond #2 which flooded this
landscape.  Stone structure
was for a private recreational
boat dock on the soon-to-be
pond #2. With the breaching
of dam #2, a wet-meadow or
beaver pond/swamp will re-
turn to this location.

For more information
about the Norcross Wildlife
Foundation, go to: www.nor-
crosswildlife.org.

Brimfield to host first
living history cemetery tour

BRIMFIELD - On June
13, 2026, the Spirit of Brim-
field - 250th Committee
and the Brimfield Historical
Commission will co-host a
Revolutionary War themed
cemetery tour at the Brimfield
Cemetery located at 28 Wales
Rd. Guided groups will de-
part every 30 minutes, begin-
ning at 10:00 a.m. from the
Brimfield Elementary School
parking lot. Along the route,
narrators and costumed inter-
preters will present powerful
stories of the Brimfield men
who left home to serve in the
patriot cause, and the families
they left behind. Stories told
by actors in role, include the
following:

James and Mary Thomp-
son, a husband-and-wife duo,
telling their story of pride and
sacrifice, and the family’s

concern for a certain cousin
who led the patriot cause.

Eudocia Janes, sharing
her father William’s service
beginning at age 17, and the
emotional court testimony he
gave in detail 55 years later to
secure his war pension.

Joseph Hitchcock, the
first English child born in
Brimfield, who watched a
wilderness become a town
and colonies become a coun-
try. He answered the Lexing-
ton alarm, stood at the siege
of Boston, and proudly sent
his sons and grandsons to
fight for freedom.

Deacon David Morgan,
from a Springfield love sto-
ry to a Revolutionary legacy,
not to mention a family tree
that stretched all the way to a
Gilded Age financier.

Beulah Danielson, the

steady support behind her
husband, General Timothy
Danielson, who held the
home and family together
while he was away. When
peace finally came, would she
be there to enjoy the liberty so
dearly won?

The tour will also fea-
ture the short stories of Cap-
tain John Sherman and his
son Bazaleel, Nathaniel Dan-
ielson, Abner Morgan, Chris-
topher Ward, and the infa-
mous General William Eaton.
Members of the Brown fami-
ly, the Blodgett family and the
Blashfield family will also be
recognized as their graves are
passed, among others.

Registration for this free
event is required and space
is limited. Call Sue DeBruin
(508)-523-9544 to register or
to learn more information.

Patriotic music program on June 7

PALMER - The Fanfare
Brass presents a Patriotic mu-
sic program celebrating the
250th founding of our coun-
try on Sunday, June 7 at 3
p-m. at St. Paul Church lo-
cated at 1060 Central Street in
Palmer, Mass.

The program starts 1768
to current songs and we speak
a little about the history of
each song. A program/song
sheet will be passed out for

those who would like to sing
along.

Program songs include:
The Liberty Song, God Save
Good Washington, The Girl I
Left Behind, My Country Tis
of Thee, British Grenadiers,
Chester, Yankee Doodle,
Shenandoah, The Star Span-
gles Banner, Columbia, Battle
Hymn of the Republic, Battle
Cry of Freedom, Dixie, Cru-
el War in Over, When John-

ny Comes Marching Home,
Eternal Father, America the
Beautiful, Stars and Stripes,
You're A Grand Old Flag,
God Bless America, It’s A
Long Way to Tipperary, Pack
Up Your Troubles, Armes
Forces Themes, Hail to the
Chief, God Bless the USA.

For more information
contact David Neill at 413-
686-5027 or email tbn8 @aol.
com.

Keep Museum
presents musician

David Polansky

MONSON - The Keep
Homestead Museum s
pleased to welcome career
musician David Polansky
with his program “Music
Through the Decades” on
Sunday, June 7 at 1:30 p.m.

Using keyboard, trum-
pet, and vocals, David pres-
ents music inspired by the
advent of the automobile,
two world wars, the Roar-
ing 20’s, the wild west, and
more. He engages the audi-
ence taking questions, per-
forming requests, and tell-
ing funny anecdotes about
famous musicians as well as
his own life as a musician.

The concert will be
held on the side lawn so plan
to bring a chair or blanket
for comfort. If there is in-
clement weather, it will take
place in the barn. There is
no admission fee though do-
nations are accepted.

This concert is funded
by a grant from the Monson
Cultural Council, a local
agency of Massachusetts
Cultural Council.

The museum will be
open for viewing from 1 to
3:30 p.m. and more infor-
mation about it can be found
at www.keephomesteadmu-
seum.org.

Actors sought for Living
History Cemetery tour

BRIMFIELD - As part
of Brimfield’s 250th cel-
ebration of the American
Revolution, a living histo-
ry cemetery tour is being
planned for June 13, 2026.
The tour includes powerful
stories of the men who left
home to serve in the patriot
cause and the families they
left behind. Registration de-
tails to follow.

Organizers are seek-

ing a male actor to portray
a notable Brimfield resident
whose family sent fourteen
men to fight for freedom.
Narrators, who will read
short graveside scripts, are
also needed.

Contact Sue DeBruin
through the Friends of His-
toric Brimfield at 413-239-
0288 to lend your talents
and make history come
alive.

Volunteers
needed for
water

quality
sampling

PALMER - Chicopee
4Rivers Watershed com-
munity project is seeking
volunteers to conduct water
quality sampling at sites
in Wilbraham and Palmer
twice a month on Thursday
mornings in June, July and
August and once in Sep-
tember.

Crafters
wanted

LUDLOW - Crafters
Wanted for the Rosary So-
dality’s St. Nicholas Craft
Fair and Raffle on Saturday,
Nov. 14, 2026, at Christ the
King Church located at 41
Warsaw Avenue in Ludlow
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The cost is a non-re-
fundable $40. fee for an
8-ft table, which will be
provided by the church.

To reserve a table or
for more information con-
tact Debbie Martell at 413-
547-8739 or Lorraine Ber-
nier at 413-519-7658.

Light  refreshments
will be available.

e Bobcat Work

e Lot Clearing

e Emergency Services
e Firewood $285/cord

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References
e Hazardous Tree Removal

¢ 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
e Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
¢ 100% Workers Compensation ¢ 60 Ton Crane

H: 508-867-6119  C: 978-888-1693

DEADLINE

The Journal Register deadline for public submissions to Mondays.
To get your submission in for that week’s edition space permitting,
email Editor at journalregster@turley.com
or call the office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays.

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

CORRECTIONS The Journal Register will gladly correct factual\
errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will
always appear on Page 2 or 3. To request a correction, send an
email to: journalregister@turley.com, or call (413) 283-8393.
Corrections may also be requested in writing at:
Journal Register, Attn: Editor, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA, 01069 Y,

Monday, May 25th
PALMER

MONSON

WALES

5 Main Street

Sunday, May 24th
BRIMFIELD

St Thomas Church parking lot

Arrival Time 10:15 a.m.; Step off 10:45 a.m.

Parade Route down Thorndike Street, take a left onto Main
Street, take left onto Central Street, left onto Converse Street,
arrive at former Converse School

Step off 10:00 a.m at Monson Animal Clinic and will
stop at cemeteries to pay respects.
Parade will conclude at Memorial Hall on Main Street

Ceremony 10:00 a.m. Veterans Memorial Park,

Ceremony will be held at 2:00 p.m. at the Town Common.
Parade will commence after the ceremony, stopping at

War Monuments and the cemetery to pay respects.

Children are encouraged to dress up bikes and doll carriages.
Ice cream will be provided to parade attendees.

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

On Memorial Day and
every day, we remember.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

I am 63 years old, and
about to apply for my So-
cial Security benefits.

I am self-employed
but only working part
time. I know about Social
Security’s annual earnings
limit but recently I learned
I must also be concerned
about a monthly earnings
limit of $2,040. My ques-
tions are:

1) How do 1 find out
if 1 will be subject to a
monthly  earning  limit
of $2,040 per month? I
thought it was only evalu-
ated annually.

2) If I choose to can-
cel Social Security within
the first year or after, what
are the penalties? Would
I have to pay them back
for the whole amount for
the whole time that they
paid me? Which makes no
sense, since I have been
paid into SS since I was 13
years old.

Can you help me un-
derstand this?

Signed: Claiming Early
and Still Working

Dear Claiming Early:

It can get tricky if
you are still working after
claiming your Social Se-
curity before your SS Full
Retirement Age, especial-
ly during your first year
collecting. I’'m happy to
answer your specific ques-
tions:

1. There is a special
rule which applies during
your first year collecting
early Social Security ben-
efits (e.g., before your Full
Retirement Age or “FRA,”
which for you is age 67).
What will happen is this:
when the IRS provides
SSA with your 2026 earn-
ings (in 2027), SSA will
review to see if your total
2026 net earnings from
self-employment exceeded
the 2026 annual limit of
$24,480.

If not, no further ac-
tion is necessary. But if

Social Security’s
‘First Year Rule’ and
Withdrawing from SS

you did exceed the full
year 2026 earnings limit,
SSA will contact you and
ask you to provide them
with details about your
monthly 2026 net earn-
ings. If you have exceeded
the monthly limit in any
2026 month after your SS
benefit started, you will
not be entitled to SS ben-
efits for that month.

Essentially, if you
have exceeded the annual
limit, you cannot exceed
the monthly earnings lim-
it in any remaining month
during your first year of
collecting. If you exceeded
the annual limit and also
any monthly limit, SSA
will send you an overpay-
ment notice saying you
must repay them for the
benefits you were not en-
titled to receive because
you exceeded the monthly
earnings limit.

2. You can, within 12
months of applying for So-
cial Security, ask SSA to
withdraw your application
for SS retirement benefits.
They will do that for you,
but you will also be re-
quired to repay them all SS
benefits that they have al-
ready paid to (or for) you.

This essentially would
“wipe the slate clean” and
enable your SS benefit to
continue growing, allow-
ing you to apply for a larg-
er monthly benefit later.
But if you wait longer than
12 months after you first
apply for SS benefits, you
can no longer withdraw
your application for Social
Security. Thereafter, you
would be subject to the
annual earnings limit (the
monthly earnings limit
would no longer apply).

FYT, after you reach
your FRA, there is no limit
on your earnings and you
could choose to suspend
your benefit payments and
earn Delayed Retirement
Credits (DRCs) to get a
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or as long as
I can re-
member,

the “safe
date” for
planting

tender crops
was always
Memorial
Day.

This year
in  particular
the holiday is
on the early side, the 25th
of May, as opposed to the
30th or 31st. Here in New
England, five or six days
can make all the difference
in the world.

Sure, as 1 write, the
mercury is set to rise well
into the high eighties for
three or four days, then
become more seasonable
again. It’s a wonder the
plants know what to do.

Anyhow, read on to
learn about some tender
plants and how they respond
better when soil or air tem-
peratures have warmed.

Although cool loving
peas and warmth loving
beans are both legumes,
bean seeds in particular
crave seventy to eighty de-
gree soil in which to ger-
minate. This is particularly
evident with white seeded
bean varieties, since the
white seeds reflect the heat
instead of holding on to it
like dark seeds do.

Oftentimes, white
seeds will rot before they

Photo by Connie Schwaiger
Brown thrasher

Western  Massachu-
setts resident spotted
this brown thrasher in

the Berkshire foothills.

Sometimes they visit
feeders like the one in the at-
tached photo. Brown thrashers
blend in with their surround-
ing and are tricky to spot.

They are fairly large,
slender songbirds with long
proportions: the legs are long
and sturdy, the bill is long and
slightly down curved and the
tail is long.

They often cock the tail
upward in the manner of
wrens. A bright yellow eye,
gray brown face and black
and white wings bars are oth-
er identifying features.

Thrashers are reddish
brown on the head, back, tail
and wings. They have a white
breast and belly with darker
speckling.

They are 9.1 to 11.8 inch-
es long or slightly smaller
than a blue jay. The brown
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sprout if planted too soon.
If you are in the mood to
gamble and desire an early
sowing of beans, use a dark
seeded variety.

Untreated corn seeds
will not germinate in soil
below 60 degrees. We are
advised to be patient and
trust that seed planted in
warm soil will make up for
lost time, and they typically
will, in no time flat.

Those of us who plant
only a small plot have luck
starting corn seeds indoors
then transplanting the seed-
lings outside. I sowed my
corn two seeds per six pack
a few days back and have it
on heat along with a sowing
of winter squash and mel-
ons and all are popping up
nicely.

I usually pick the best
of the two in the cell of
the pack and pinch away
the slower one so there is
no competition, giving the
stronger seedling all of the
room to grow nicely. Nev-
er pull out when thinning;
roots may be disturbed.

Why do we wait until Memorial Day to plant?

Speaking of seedlings,
it’s also important not
to shock our home
grown  pep-
per or tomato
seedlings by
transplant-
ing  them
into  cold
soil or cold
air. Night tempera-
tures should be a
consistent 50 degrees
before planting out
peppers.

I typically preheat the
soil my peppers are to be
planted in with black plas-
tic, laying it right down in
the garden bed for a week
prior to planting. I cut holes
into it at transplanting time,
amending each hole as I go.

For added warmth,
some gardeners looking to
get a head start often use a
row cover to add a few de-
grees of warmth and protect
plants from the wind.

Tomatoes are planted
outside after all danger of
frost has passed. Typically
on Memorial Day! In fact,
think the whole “safe date”
theory came to be because
of tomatoes! When I was
just getting started in horti-
culture I remember all sorts
of contraptions people used
to use to try and get the first
ripe tomato in the neighbor-
hood.

By planting tomatoes
transplants earlier you could
get earlier fruiting. Cloches
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By Ellenor Downer

thrasher is the only thrasher

species found east of Texas.
Thrashers have one of

the largest repertoires of any

North American songbird
over 1,000 different songs.
Since they rarely venture
far from thick undergrowth,
there singing give their lo-
cation away especially when
perched in a treetop or shrubs.

Their songs are a com-
plex string of many musical
phrases, many copied from
other birds’ songs with each
phrase typically sung twice.
They also make a distinctive,
harsh” tsuck” note.

They imitate other birds
including Chuck-will’s-wid-
ows, wood thrushes and
northern flickers.

Both males and females
incubate the eggs and feed the
young. Nestlings sometimes
leave the nest fully feathered
within nine days of hatching,
earlier than either of their
smaller relatives, the northern
mockingbird and gray catbird.

An aggressive defender
of its nest, the Brown Thrash-
er is known to strike people
and dogs hard enough to draw
blood.

Shrubby habitats are

popular hideouts for nest
predators, which may explain
why the thrashers fledge so
quickly for birds of their size.
Brown Thrashers are the larg-
est common host of parasitic
brown-headed cowbirds.

The oldest Brown
Thrasher on record was at
least 10 years, 11 months
old. It was found in Florida in
1978 where it was banded in
1967.

Rose-breasted grosbeak

A Worthington resident
saw a rose-breasted grosbeak
showed up at his feeder earlier
than usual on May 1. He said
they always arrive the first
week of May. Last year it was
not until May 7.

Belchertown birds

A Belchertown resident
sent an email reporting birds
seen and heard on his prop-
erty. They included Balti-
more oriole, grey catbirds, a
Blackburnian warbler in the
maple tree, and he heard, but
not seen, a northern parula.
He also has a pair of eastern
phoebes nesting under an
eave of the house.

At nearby Lake Wallace,
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Memorial Day
Revisited

Looking back, into unbroken-green,
Fields one day - entered there the machine:
Marching one-after another one, -
Until it was done.

To take the war, against nature. -

Who is not given to whimper.

An act meant as kind; (for succession);
And less indentured, man.

In order to make the world,
Work, eeasier, (and harder) it’s found;
Not long hours under the sun -
But glass structures, where the sweat’s unseen.
Topped the ancient regime -
For puppet kings and queens of this time.

Where boys grow up. starved for the kingdom -
Taken by the reapers who had filled in.
No great quest to search the earth for,
“Til no longer believing a loftier air -
As if it never were, or would be again.
Resentment twisting the face of the young.

Tis no Flanders Field, where the brave now go -
From wars abroad, that time unplows ...

No, it’s here - where fathers don’t reach out to sons -
All but as deadly, as silent guns.
Somewhere in this - is needed your hand -

And with it the spark, to make them men ...

Else the drugged, in all ... will never understand.

By that which is not, waste and lose their days,
Battleless, save to the modem ways.
But far deeper than can be seen -
Except from the soil that has been:
They come with the easiest form of green,
Growing again, a dark division.

— Charles Barnes
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Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length,
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published. We require that the
person submitting the opinion
also include his or her town of
residence and home telephone
number. We must confirm
authorship prior to publication.
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Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Journal Register welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s
election campaigns by writing letters
to the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from
local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign
issues should be sent to The Journal
Register, care of Turley Publications,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069,
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed
to journalregister@turley.com. Please
include a daytime telephone number
for verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received by
noon Monday to be considered for that
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written
by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last
edition before the election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage,
the newspaper plans to print stories
about contested races for Congress,
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election,
as well as a question-and-answer
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor
will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in
The Journal Register.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication.

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have
an event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form
and as a Word doc or plain email text — no PDFs or flyers,
please — to journalregister @turley.com.

UPCOMING

VENDORS FOR THE BAYSTATE WING HOSPITAL
GIFT SHOPPE

May Vendors
May 27 - Hobbit Hollow Herbs

June Vendors
June 3 - Generations of Cookies
June 10 - How Charming
June 16 - Wicked Good Treats
June 18 - Hobbit Hollow Herbs

July Vendors
July 1 - Generations of Cookies
June 9 - Hobbit Hollow Herbs
July 15 - How Charming
July 21 - Wicked Good Treats

May 30
Brimfield Town-Wide Tag Sale will take place on May
30.

June 6 and 7
7th Annual Pioneer Valley wine festival. Brimfield Auc-
tion Acres, Birthplace of the world-famous Brimfield Antique
Shows will host the 6th annual Pioneer Valley wine festi-
val on Saturday, June 6 and Sunday, June 7 from 12 p.m. to
5 p.m. 2026 Marks the 7th year of the Pioneer Valley Wine
and Food festival. This exciting event brings together New

England Wineries, Cideries, Distilleries, and Meaderies from
across the Pioneer Valley and Farmers of many sorts selling
their wares.

ONGOING

WALES CHURCH FARMER’S MARKET - Located in
the church pavilion across from the post office on the corner
of Route 19 and Monson Road. We will be open every Satur-
day morning from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. beginning on Memorial
Day weekend and running throughout the summer until Labor
Day weekend. We offer homemade baked goods, local honey,
crafts, flea market items, antiques, and fruits and vegetables
when in season. Vendors are welcome and there is no charge
to set up a table.

2025-2026 Drama & Dance Program Beginning Septem-
ber 11th and running through May on Thursdays at PHCC.
Does your child love dancing and acting? Have they always
been interested but never tried? All levels and ages 5 plus wel-
come. (Drama students must be able to read.) Also offering
Adult Hip Hop & Lyrical Dance Classes. Students must be
available for show date in May. Date TBD. Adult class stu-
dents can dance in show or choose not to as long as requested
ahead of time. Contact: trulytorie2000 @ gmail.com for more
info and to register.

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or
both. Brimfield Winery at 35 Main Street in Brimfield. Check
brimfieldwinery.com for any variations.

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2 to 4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice
different crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. For
more information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely Rd.,
Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hiking,

snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be
found in the parking lot. For more information call 413-267-
4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit keep-
homesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month
in the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild
is a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplish-
ments, from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues
are $55 a year. For more information, contact Barbara Beau-
lieu at 267-4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Fol-
low them on Facebook for more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30
p.m., every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St,
Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute begin-
ners and beginners, and participants get to dance to all types
of music. $10 per class. Please wear comfortable footwear,
no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday at the
Palmer Library at 1455 N. Main St. Free and open to the pub-
lic. Play available board and card games or bring your own.
Must be 16 or older unless accompanied by an adult. No Reg-
istration Required — just show up! Questions? Call 283-3691,
or email palewis19 @yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WINTER
SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is
located on Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range State
Park. DCR Interpretive staff will be available for visitors.
Coming in January, programs will also be offered to highlight
the Range’s special nature in winter, see the park web site for
details.

QI GONG: Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy
Emerson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.
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By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

pproximately 22 mil-
lion adults age 55
or over live alone

in America, with an esti-
mated 28 percent of them
being childless. While spe-
cific numbers for Massachu-
setts are not available, this
national statistic gives a gen-
eral idea of the breadth of the
solo-ager population.

When Senior Living
News interviewed a selection
of solo agers in 2025, it found
that more than half hadn’t
designated a health-care ad-
vocate or intended to do so.
As solo agers are a growing
senior demographic, this
could leave a lot of people
without a safety net should
they become unable to advo-
cate for themselves.

VOur
health

Health-care advocates
go by a variety of terms:
HCPOA (healthcare power
of attorney), POAH (power
of attorney for healthcare),
health-care proxy or surro-
gate decision-maker, but they
all mean the same thing: It’s a
person you legally designate
to make medical decisions for
you if you become unable to
make them for yourself. For
my purposes today, I'll use
POAH.

For people with spouses,
children or close-by family,
this decision usually isn’t
that difficult. For people who
are aging alone, miles from
family or with no family at
all, it becomes a decision that
shouldn’t be made on a fly-
by-night basis.

Solo-agers need health-care advocates too

Without a POAH, hos-
pitals and doctors lack clear
guidance. This often leads
to doctors making treatment
decisions based on medical
standards alone, which may
not align with what you actu-
ally want. Choosing a POAH
in advance makes it more
likely that your wishes, val-
ues and medical preferences
will be respected.

Before I get into how
a solo ager can identify a
POAH, I want to explain the
differences between that and
a living will, known in some
states as an “advance direc-
tive.” Essentially, the POAH
designates the “who” and the
living will details the “what™:
You can say “yes” or “no”
to, for example, CPR, resus-
citation, intubation or other
life-sustaining ~ treatments.
You can also designate how
long you’d want those treat-
ments to go on before you
want them discontinued.

The role of your POAH
is not to make the decision
they think is best for you,
but rather to make the de-
cision you would make for
yourself if you could.

That means you want

someone you trust, who’s
willing to advocate for you,
can handle stressful medical
situations and can be easi-
ly reached. So, your POAH
doesn’t necessarily have to
be geographically nearby,
but they need to be within a
phone call.

What that person looks
like for a solo ager varies.

* A private patient ad-
vocate: This is usually a
board-certified professional
with a medical background
who understands the situation
and whom you trust to act ap-
propriately on your behalf.

. A non-family
POAH: You can legally ap-
point someone who is not
related to you. Many people
choose close friends or neigh-
bors, someone who knows
you well and understands
your values, or former col-
leagues who can remain ob-
jective in a crisis.

* Professional fiducia-
ry: Under a durable power
of attorney, a professional fi-
duciary is an individual en-
trusted to act as your proxy
for either financial matters,
health-care matters, or both,
if you become incapacitated.

Because each of these
lacks “next-of-kin” status,
it’s important to make your
documentation bullet-proof,
and I suggest working with an
elder law attorney to develop
them.

Your advance directive
should be detailed and spe-
cific in your treatment goals.
Your POAH should be dura-
ble under your state’s require-
ments. If your health-care
providers use patient portals,
make sure your records are
complete in order to avoid
fragmented care.

What happens

if you don’t choose?

If you become incapac-
itated without a designated
POAH and have no next of
kin, you are considered “un-
befriended” or “unrepresent-
ed.” In these cases, decisions
are often made by a hospi-
tal ethics committee, public
guardian or independent phy-
sician, who can only act on
what they perceive as your
wants and values.

In Massachusetts, the
Health Care Proxy is a sim-
ple document, legally valid
in Massachusetts, which al-
lows you to name someone

(an ‘“‘agent”) to make health
care decisions on your behalf
if you are unable to make
or communicate those deci-
sions. You can find it on the
Massachusetts Medical Soci-
ety website, massmed.org.

By proactively naming a
proxy — whether a profession-
al patient advocate, friend or
other trusted individual — and
carefully documenting your
wishes, you maintain control
over your health care and en-
sure your dignity is respected.

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, R.N., a registered nurse
and board-certified patient
advocate, is the founder of
www.NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com, which trains
medical professionals to be-
come successful private pa-
tient advocates. A Monson,
MA resident, she is the au-
thor of “How to Be a Health-
care Advocate for Yourself
& Your Loved Ones” and
her new book, “Advocating
Well: Strategies for Finding
Strength and Understanding
in Health Care,” available at
Amazon.com. Contact her at
Teri@NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com to set up a free
phone consultation.
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he took photos of yellow

warblers and a green heron

catching fish.
Red-shouldered hawk

A Montgomery resident
saw a red-shouldered hawk
recently.

Nesting sparrows

A Belchertown resident
said she had sparrows using
a nest box in her yard. She
found a few of their babies
on the ground. At first, I
thought something got into
the nest, but today a found
another one. I think the nest-
ling had died and the parents
got them out. She said she
may remove the nest box
and replace it with a new
one in case the sparrows suc-
cumbed to disease.

Brimfield birds.

A Brimfield resident
said he put up the humming
bird feeders in late April
when he learned of a ru-
by-throated  hummingbird
in Ware. A couple days lat-
er he had an adult male ru-
by-throated  hummingbird
and a few days later he saw
a female.

He said, “One each gray
catbirds, male Baltimore ori-
ole and males rose-breast-
ed grosbeak showed up last
week. This week a second
male oriole and two more
grosbeaks show up, another
male and a female. He also
has a male eastern towhee
in his yard. He said, “A cou-
ple of years ago we had two
male towhees in the yard and
one spent the summer attack-
ing its reflection in the many
windows despite best efforts
to dissuade it.”

He said elsewhere, in
Warren on South Street there
are three occupied great blue
heron nest and two others he
was not sure if they were be-
ing used. The osprey pair has
been around for awhile. The
nest has gotten deeper over
the years and on a recent vis-
it he could only see the tail
or maybe wing feathers bare-
ly showing above the nest. |
think incubation has started,
but can’t be sure.

He also has a male com-
mon yellowthroat and house
wren in his yard.

He said, “House wrens
have nested in nesting box-

ers in the yard several times
and I saw feathers near the
entrance hole on a box they
have used before. The wrens
have a habit of building false
nests in a couple of boxes
that hey never use.”

He also said, “A male
yellow-bellied sapsucker
spent some time on a native
dogwood and today a sap-
sucker, probably the same
one, spent several hours tap-
ping away at the same tree.”

Geese in a pavilion

On May 12, I drove by
Camp Putnam in New Brain-
tree and saw four geese un-
der their pavilion near the
pond. I see many Canada
geese in fields or ponds, but
I have never seen them in a
pavilion.

Other birds

On May 8 I received
an email reporting a scarlet
tanager, grosbeaks and hum-
mingbirds.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448,
Barre, MA 01005.

GARDEN 1 from page 1

or wall-o-waters were pop-
ular before the floating row
covers became the rage.

I typically wait to trans-
plant my tomatoes. Mine are
huge this year.

Remember, if your
plants get big and your are
still a few weeks away from

getting them from the six
pack into the ground, “pot
them up.” It’s a term for go-
ing up a size, say from a cell
to a four inch pot, so roots
don’t get bound before they
get the chance to live happily
ever after in the garden.
Soon enough, for sure.
Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge

School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For the last 34 years, she has
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have
a question for her? Email
it to pouimette @turley.com
with “Gardening Question”
in the subject line.

SECURITY 1 from page 4

higher monthly benefit. Also
at your FRA, if SSA with-
held any of your benefits
because you exceeded the
earnings limit before reach-
ing your FRA, you would get
time credit for the number of
months your benefits were
withheld. Essentially, they
would advance your bene-
fit-start month by the number
of months your benefits were
withheld, yielding a slightly
higher monthly amount after
your FRA.

Finally, it’s important to
know that the contributions
you made to Social Security
from payroll taxes (FICA/

SECA) over your lifetime
are not what determines your
monthly SS benefit amount.
Your monthly SS benefit is
based on two main factors: a)
your average monthly earn-
ings (indexed for inflation)
for the highest earning 35
years over your lifetime as re-
ported to the IRS, and b) the
age at which you claim your
SS benefits.

Your contributions to So-
cial Security while working
only provide you with eligi-
bility to collect SS benefits;
the contributions aren’t put
into a separate account for
you and are not used to calcu-
late your monthly SS benefit.

The Association Mature

Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes and
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.
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ELECTION 1 from page 1

“It aids residents with
proof of residency, voting
status, housing benefits for
the elderly and other eligible
people, and school enrollment
grants,” Coache said, “and it
produces the street list, that is
a necessity that the state man-
dates that we do.”

Coache said that the of-
fice only gets about 60% of the
census forms returned, which
creates difficulties for the pro-
cess, as the 40% of people
who don’t return it are marked
inactive.

“It’s very important to re-
turn it,” Coache said. “If you
still have it, please send it in.”

In addition to the census,
the Town Clerk’s office pro-
cesses business certificates,
dog licenses, elections, fuel
storage permits, genealogy,
assistance with employees’
conflict of interest, meeting
postings, notary services, pole
hearings, voter registration,
processing birth, death, and
marriage certificates, as well
as marriage intentions, the
Public Records Officer, swear-
ing in elected and appointed
officials, and tag sale permits.

Coache then -elaborated
on some of these items, saying
that so far this year, the Town
Clerk’s office has filed 27 birth
records, 76 death records, 15
marriage intentions and 13 re-
cords, 125 meetings and hear-
ings posted, 814 dog licenses,
and 170 notarized documents.

Coache also talked about
the upcoming elections on
June 9, noting that Precincts
One and Four will be voting at
the Saints Peter and Paul Par-
ish Center on 2267 Main St.
in Three Rivers, and Precincts
Two and Three will move to

AmVets Post 74 at 2150 Main

'New 2026 J'eep Compass

" Stock #247989
MSRP: $35,615 -Retail Bonus Cash -$1,000

$34,615

St. in Three Rivers.

“We’ll see how that will
affect the voters,” Coache
said. “The state came out and
they audited, and they said it
was a spot that was feasible,
and I'm happy to make the
move.”

Coache added that the
previous site, at St. Thomas
the Apostle Catholic Church,
was very hospitable and good
to work with, but “the goal is
to have all of the voting loca-
tions in one space,” Coache
said.

Council Vice President
Jessica Ferry asked Coache
to elaborate on how consol-
idating voting locations to
one site will benefit the town.
Coache explained that it’s to
accommodate changes to the
commonwealth’s voting acts,
particularly voting by mail.

“Voting by mail is now
less people, more paper,’
Coache said. “When we have
elections, we do everything
that we can to get people to
come out and vote. They have
many opportunities to have
their vote.”

Coache added that there
is sometimes a fee associated
with municipal elections, and
so having it in one place is
more convenient for a popula-
tion of this size.

Council Member Mat-
thew Lemieux asked about
the voter turn-out for the last
election, and was told that it
was 3.8%.

“Historically,”  Coache
said, “if the state mails you
a ballot or the postcard and
we have to do that process,
you’ll have a 70-80% turnout.
If you have to make the effort
to come do it physically, it’s
3%.”

Coache said that residents
that want to vote by mail have

Trail Hawk

to request a ballot by contact-
ing the clerk’s office.

Coache then explained
the importance of business
certificates, describing the
process of checking applica-
tions with the Tax Collector
to see if the applicant owes
any taxes, and with the Build-
ing and Zoning Department
to make sure everything is in
compliance with the location.

“If you want to open up
a business in town, you have
to apply for a business certif-
icate,” Coache said. “We en-
courage them or guide them in
the way to get to the Planning
Board and assist them with
what they need to get the busi-
ness certification.”

Coache clarified the state
General Law that requires res-
idents to register their dog,
noting that, up to the Feb. 28
deadline, it costs $10 for a dog
that’s been spayed or neutered
and $20 for one that has not,
with an additional $10 to ei-
ther charge after the due date.

“Ollie’s Law came into
effect two years ago for ken-
nels, and that requires more
inspections and reporting
to the state to make sure all
domestic animals are up to
code with where they’re at,”
Coache said.

Both appointed and elect-
ed officials are expected to
complete a State Ethics Com-
mission Conflict of Interest
training, and Coache report-
ed that 719 people completed
that since last year.

“Once a year you have
to do the online acknowledg-
ment, and every other year it
is the course you have to take,
which probably takes about an
hour,” Coache said.

To contact the Town
Clerk’s office, you can call
them at 413-283-2608.

Limited
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CLEAN UP 1 from page 1

“We got them pretty
clean, but they weren’t quite
where I wanted them to be,”
Renna said. “But I happened
to catch a Facebook post
(Wawrzyk) put up recently,
where he was getting the
staining off using these glass
sanding blocks.”

Renna reached out to
Wawrzyk to ask for pointers
on his own cleaning project,
and said that Wawrzyk got
excited to help work on the
monuments, since he works
on it a lot in his official ca-
pacity. After coordinating
their schedules and with the
weather, Renna and Waw-
rzyk met at Crane Parkand
spent between three and four
hours sanding, scrubbing,
cleaning, and washing the
monuments.

“They look beautiful
now,” Renna said. “It took
a lot of elbow grease for a
really nice final product that
will look good for Memorial
Day.”

To clean the memorials,
Wawrzyk said that they used
a recycled glass cleaning
block that’s safe on modern
granite, which they used to
remove some of the dark
stains that remained from
the cleaning last year. For
good measure, they cleaned
it a second time with D/2,
which is a liquid cleaner
commonly used for cleaning
historic stone.

“I jumped at the oppor-
tunity to return a favor to the
Wilbraham VSO,” Wawrzyk
said. “It came with great
personal fulfillment for me,
as I’'m originally from Wil-
braham, so a lot of these
names that are memorial-
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ized, I recognized as parents
and grandparents of people I
grew up with.”

Wawrzyk  said  that
two of the names are of his
grandparents; Edward Ar-
senault, who served in the
army during World War II
and the Korean War, and
Frank Wawrzyk who was a
marine in the Korean Con-
flict.

“They have both since
passed, over a decade ago,
but I know they would be
very proud of me,” Wawrzyk
said.

Renna invited the com-
munity to see the restored
monuments in Crane Park
on Memorial Day, where the
town will have a ceremony
that typically lasts 45 min-
utes, with guest speakers,
and participation from the
Boy Scouts and the local
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post, who will be firing for
the gun salute.

“It’s another opportu-
nity to take the time to rec-
ognize the people who came
before us and gave their lives
for our country,” Renna said.

Renna also spoke of the
Wreaths Across America
event, where he has volun-
teered to place wreaths.

“The program is a nice
way for the community and
public to get together to hon-
or veterans around the holi-
days and recognize which
people in the cemetery are
veterans,” Renna said. “It’s a
good community event that’s
really nice to participate in.”

Renna expressed his
gratitude to continue work-
ing with the town’s Ceme-
tery Commission, and was
supportive of Wawrzyk’s
work for the town.

“Mat does a fantastic
job,” Renna said. “He’s a

very small department car-
ing for all the cemeteries
in town, and I’'m happy to
see that the position and the
commission are still funded
to take care of those cem-
eteries properly. To have
somebody like him, who
really cares about the job
and helping families that
need that support, as well as
maintaining all the town’s
cemeteries and making sure
the historical parts are kept
as well, I'm just happy the
department still exists and
he’s still doing the great stuff
that he does.”

The Wilbraham Memo-
rial Day Observance will
be held on Sunday, May 24,
at 11 a.m. at Crane Park on
Main Street in Wilbraham.
It will be hosted by the Di-
rector of Veterans Services,
Pat Renna, and Historian
Dave Bourcier, State Rep-
resentative Angelo Puppolo,
Senator Jacob Oliveira, and
members from the town’s
Select Board will all be ad-
dressing the assembly as
part of the ceremony.

The town is holding
events all Memorial Day
weekend, including a Com-
munity Flag Placing Event
on Saturday, May 23, at
9 a.m. at the Hillside and
Bethany Cemeteries. The
community is invited to re-
place all grave flags for Me-
morial Day.

The town will also hold
its annual parade on Mon-
day, May 25, starting at 10
am. at the Small Animal
Clinic, and concluding at
Memorial Hall for a short
ceremony. After the cere-
mony, members of the com-
munity are invited to enjoy
a complimentary lunch at
American Legion Post 241,
located at 143 Palmer Road.
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STUDENTS 1 from page 1

and collaboration happening
across every department at
Pathfinder Tech,” Phelps said.
“Our students take tremen-
dous pride in sharing their
work with the community.”

The Art Department and
the Music department, led
by teacher Dan Friedman,
are consistent contributors,
joined by a variety of oth-
er departments to add to the
experience. Hospitality and
Culinary Arts students served
hors d’oeuvres to the event’s
attendees.

“This event gives stu-
dents the opportunity to ex-
perience what it feels like to
present their work in a pro-
fessional setting while also
celebrating the value of art,
music, culture, and hands-on
learning,” Phelps said. “The
energy in the room each year
is remarkable.”

This year, the event in-
cluded contributions from
the Foreign Languages De-
partment, including hand-
made pifiatas; hood artwork
from the Collision Repair
Department; solder-bugs and
circuit board creations from
Electronics; bookshelves,
bat houses, cutting boards
and more from Carpentry
students; ceramics from art
classes; fantasy heads and
nail art by cosmetology;
geometric artwork and more
from the math department;
Computer Numerical Con-
trol items from Advanced
Manufacturing;  3D-printed
work from the IT students;
photography from the year-
book class; research projects
from the Professional Skills
classes; a 3D restaurant and
menus; international desserts
from Culinary Arts students;
cultural diversity projects
from Health Assisting; me-
morial garden design projects
from the History department;
and music performed by the
school band.

“What began as an idea
to create an authentic gal-
lery experience for our art
students has grown into a
school-wide celebration of
creativity and innovation,”
Phelps said. “Seeing so many
departments contribute high-
lights the interdisciplinary na-
ture of Career and Technical
Education.”

Some highlights included
the freshman Biology classes’
“monster” projects, which in-
cluded creatures described on
tri-fold boards and displayed
in shoebox dioramas. Com-
puter-Aided Design students
had house models and a
demonstration of a robot.

In addition to the mu-
sic provided by the school
band, the event also featured
a solo performing artist, and
had performances sched-
uled throughout the evening.
Phelps said that the perfor-
mances by the student mu-
sicians elevated the evening,
drawing guests toward the
stage throughout the night
and creating a shared expe-
rience that brought students,
families, staff, and communi-
ty members together.

“Each year, the band has
contributed to the atmosphere
and quality of the evening,’
Phelps said, and described
the growth and talent of this
year’s band as evident from
their performance. “With the

Kaylie L.’s Nail Art won first prize at the Beauty School Battles.

The Cosmetology Department showed its creativity with mannequin heads and styled wigs.

largest number of performing
students, the songs bellowed
through the room. Folks who
were perusing the artwork
stopped in their tracks and
were lured towards the stage
for a rousing set played in
perfect harmony. Guests and
students were tapping their
feet, singing along, and even
dancing.”

Art, music, food are all
things that build communi-
ty through shared experi-
ence, and the school’s goal
for this event is to draw in
the community and build up
its creative student scholars,
to strengthen the Pathfinder
community.

“Arts and Culture Night
reflects the heart of Pathfind-
er Tech,” Phelps said. “It’s
students learning by doing,
thinking creatively, and ap-
plying their skills in meaning-
ful ways. From carpentry and
manufacturing to culinary
arts and music, every project
represented curiosity, crafts-
manship, and pride.”

Phelps said that the dy-
namic learning model of
Chapter 74 Career and Tech-
nical Education empowers
tech instructors to foster cu-
riosity, innovation, and prob-
lem-solving in developing
minds. She said the academic
instructors are able to match
that energy with increasingly
creative and engaging proj-
ects that challenge students
to think critically, collaborate
effectively, and connect class-
room learning to real-world
experiences.

“Our academic and tech-
nical instructors continue to
create increasingly engaging
projects and real-world learn-
ing experiences that inspire
students to think critically,
collaborate, and push their
creativity further each year,”
Phelps said.

Attendees were im-

Music Instructor Daniel Friedman conducted the band as they
provided ambient music for the event.

Submitted Photos

Families and students gathered around to look at the artwork
produced by Pathfinder’s finest artists.

pressed by the students’
work, especially in hands-on
projects that allowed them to
apply skills in creative ways
as they progress through their
coursework.

“Events like this strength-
en our community by bring-
ing people together around
shared experiences,” Phelps
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said. “When we celebrate and
support our students’ creativi-
ty, we also build stronger rela-
tionships and deeper commu-
nity connections.”

If you want to learn more
about the events and courses
offered at Pathfinder Tech,
you can visit their website at
PathfinderTech.org.

The familiar cafeteria was transformed into an art gallery to
display the students’ artwork.

CAMPUS

N O T E S

Wilbur named to Dean’s List
at Cedarville University

CEDARVILLE, OH — Matthew Wilbur of Hol-
land, was named to the Dean’s List at Cedarville Uni-
versity for Spring 2026. This recognition requires the
student to obtain a 3.50 GPA or higher for the semester
and carry a minimum of 12 credit hours.

Barnes receives recognition
for Excellence in Nursing

ELMIRA, NY - Each year, the Elmira College
Nurse Education Faculty Recognition for Excellence
in Nursing is presented to an outstanding graduating
senior nursing student who represents the profession
of nursing. He or she has actively participated in the
Nurse Education Program, such as serving as a student
representative with the standing committees, ad hoc
committee, and/or active involvement in the Nursing
Club of Elmira College. This year’s recipient is Alexis
Barnes ‘26 of Palmer, MA.

Noel Melnick named to
SNHU Dean’s List

MANCHESTER, NH — Noel Melnick of Thornd-
ike, has been named to Southern New Hampshire Uni-
versity’s Spring 2026 Dean’s List. The spring terms
run from January to May.

Full-time undergraduate students who have earned
a minimum grade-point average of 3.500 to 3.699 for
the reporting term are named to the Dean’s List. Full-
time status is achieved by earning 12 credits over each
16-week term or paired 8-week terms grouped in fall,
winter/spring, and summer.

SNHU announces
Spring 2026 President’s List

MANCHESTER, NH - is with great pleasure that
Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) con-
gratulates the following students on being named to
the Spring 2026 President’s List. The spring terms run
from January to May.

Derrick Smola of Three Rivers; Jordan Brassard of
Palmer; Tyler Cuzzone of Monson; Daniel Courtney of
Monson; Emma Keith of Brimfield; and Josslyn Seals of
Bondsville were all named to the President’s List.

Full-time undergraduate students who have earned
a minimum grade-point average of 3.700 and above for
the reporting term are named to the President’s List.
Full-time status is achieved by earning 12 credits over
each 16-week term or paired 8-week terms grouped in
fall, winter/spring, and summer.

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING




PAGE 8

May 21, 2026

I THE JOURNAL REGISTER

Two Locations:

32 Somers Rd.
Hampden, MA
566-0028

Fax: 413-267-3496

RICHARD R. GREEN
— Insurance Agengy, Inc——

e AUTO » HOME ¢ BUSINESS e LIFE

® Great Locations ® Registry Service
* Quotes Gladly Given ® We Make Housecalls

Please Visit Our Website For an
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com
www.richardgreeninsurance.com

128 Main St.
Monson, MA
267-3495

’lndepen dent
Insurance
Agent

YOUR LOCAL
TRUSTED
DEPENDABLE

MEETING 1 from page 1

“When WestMass takes
on a project,” Knapik said, “we
put our flag up in the ground
and work with the communi-
ty to get to the project that the
community would like to have,
and we spend our entire time
on that project to make sure
that we get it right.”

Knapik noted a caveat
the development is taking into
account is the cost of housing,
due to the lack of electricity,
natural gas, or water and sewer
in the area that’s being devel-
oped.

“To some degree, we need
to move the needle a little bit
on the cost of housing and not
make it out of reach for mid-
dle class folks,” Knapik said.
“That’s the goal of this devel-
opment, is to make it affordable
for folks that work for a living.”

There was discussion of
two amendments, one of which
passed, the town voted in favor
of the new development.

The third article was also
to amend zoning bylaws, to re-
flect a new zoning map, which
passed unanimously.

Macomber Road Bridge

The first article presented
at the meeting was on whether
the town would accept or oth-
erwise acquire a permanent
easement for the construction
of a portion of the property
off Macomber Road and for
town boards to take related ac-
tions necessary to accomplish
the construction. The Finance
Committee deferred the mat-
ter to Highway Surveyor Ben
Murphy, who explained that
developers would have to cross
a property owned by WestMass
to fix the bridge on Macomber
Road.

“It’s something that I am
fully in support of, because get-

ting that bridge done is very im-
perative,” Murphy said. “This
is our best option, and working
with WestMass on this is some-
thing that I definitely think is a
huge plus for the town.”

Murphy compared the
proposal to suggestions to build
a bridge on Hospital Road,
which he said would not be
approved by the Department of
Transportation because of the
intersection with Upper Palm-
er State Avenue.With no dis-
cussion, the article was passed
unanimously.

Town Budget
Appropriations

The fourth article that the
town voted on was to transfer
and appropriate funds from
Free Cash to supplement town
budgets, notably for salaries
for the Police Department and
to fund the first year of a Col-
lective Bargaining Agreement
with the International Broth-
erhood of Police Officers, the
Law Department and Claims,
the Highway Department for
snow and ice, the Sealer of
Weights and Measures, and an
Audit and Actuarial Study, to-
talling $392,478.

At the request of a mem-
ber of the public, Town Ad-
ministrator Jennifer Wolowicz
announced that, if the motion
passes, the remaining total in
the town’s Free Cash fund will
be $487,401.26.

After a member of the
public questioned the $50,000
line item for the Law Depart-
ment, Select Board Member
Pat Oney addressed the ques-
tion of whether the money was
going to settle lawsuits against
the town.

“None of the money that
we’re asking for this evening
is to cover a claim,” Oney said.
“All of the money is going to
the Law Department to cover

OME PROs

outstanding litigation and labor
councils that are outside of the
flat fee that’s been charged.”

Oney provided a non-ex-
haustive list of these charges,
including Board of Health is-
sues with properties on Aldrich
Road and Bogan Road, an is-
sue with a testamentary trust
to which the Fire Department
is a beneficiary, IBP-owned
negotiations that ended up at
the Joint Labor Management
Commission, and changes at
the Council on Aging after the
Director left.

“Right now, the amount
that we owe to our current
Town Counsel that will be paid
out of this is $32,169,” Oney
said. “We owe Bacon/Wilson
$10,891, as of May 1, because
they’re still working on litiga-
tion for us.”

Oney said there are further
outstanding charges, and the
town is trying to limit the use
of legal funds before the next
fiscal year begins.

The town voted by simple
majority to approve the appro-
priation.

Further articles that were
voted on during the meeting
included declaring a portion of
Main Street to be a public way,
transferring funds to repair a
leak at Memorial Hall, selling a
property on Wales Road, trans-
ferring $1,259.47 to the Bills
of Prior Years Account, trans-
ferring funds to cover retired
town employees’ health insur-
ance, and transferring funds
from trash enterprise retained
earnings to the trash operating
expense budget, among several
other articles.

The meeting can be
watched in full on M-Pact.TV.
The agenda for the meeting can
be found on the town’s website
at Monson-MA.gov, on the
Town Meeting page.
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413-477-6913 » www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Call to place your
classified ad:

¢ Check Out Our For Sale, Services,
Pets and Other Classifieds

¢ Real Estate: For Sale, For Rent
& Vacation Rentals

* Help Wanted: Part Time & Full Time
Career Opportunities

413-283-8393
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TURLEY PUBLICATIONS,
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Reaching readers in

50 local communities every week.
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Mustangs
defeat o

Benjamin Pignone is
all smiles as he rounds

second after hitting a
home run over the fence
at Monson High School.

/

for the Mustangs. // q\\_
/ T

) Turley photos by /‘/ B
Gregory A. Scibelli  / 2o
sends a pitch home

MONSON - Last Mon- "
day afternoon, Monson High
School defeated Holyoke
13-7 in baseball action.

The Mustangs were led
by a first-inning home run by
Benjamin Pignone. He fin-
ished with four hits and five
RBI in the game. Among his
four hits, he socked two dou-
bles. He was a triple short of
the cycle. Jake Beaupre also
had two hits. Holyoke had
two hits from Jeremy Fran-
cisco, while Aidan Robinson
drove in two runs. Monson
finished the regular season
at 12-4.
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Shane Szado leads off first base.

BASEBALL
~

Pathﬁnder,
suffers home loss
to Granby

PALMER - Last Monday
under the lights of Legion Field,
the Granby High School baseball
team had a 10-run third inning
and it powered the Rams to a 17-4
win over Pathfinder that ended
after five innings because of the
mercy rule. Brandon Carillon and
Anthony Santiago had three hits
each. Carillon had five RBI. The
Rams are just 4-12 on the season
while Pathfinder fell to 1-13.

Above, Zachary Smith delivers a Al

pitch for Pathfinder. Right, Aiden , Dayne Shanley brings in a pickoff throw.
Girard slings a throw to first.
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lan Suari Nieves looks to tag out a runner. Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Brody Wetnicka sends a throw across the diamond.
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Alete of Uhe Week

Benjamin Pignone
Monson High School

L4 @turleysports

Pignone had four hits, including two doubles
and a home run last Monday afternoon in a
win over Holyoke. He was just a triple short of
hitting for the cycle. He had five RBI.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week,
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to
gscibelli@turley.com.

Fami
Moucron Our Fensly
Insurance Agency \ About Your
HOME - AUTO — BUSINESS - LIFE Family

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing

143 West Street 45 North Main Street

Ware, MA 01082

Belchertown, MA 01007

www.moultoninsurance.com

413-967-3327 ‘&I

Safety Insurance®

AUTO ¢ HOME < BUSINESS

Landon Couture
runs into traffic.
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F. 25 . ¥ ‘ A i : A
. | . Mm

3
. F

Monson boys lacrosse
falls to South Hadley

MONSON - Last Tues-
day afternoon, Monson High
School met a tough challenge,
losing 13-3 at home. South
Hadley got a huge game
from Tyler Quist with seven
goals and five assists. Gavin
Quist and Mason Peters had
two goals each. South Had-
ley, which now co-ops with
Granby, is 9-7, while Mon-
son, which has been co-oping
with Pathfinder for the last
few years, is now 9-6 on the

season.
-~ -

it v—('-
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Galeb Becker runs for the goal.

Dom Menard runs through the middle of the field.

OBINSO

TR E E S ERVICE

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

HANNOUSH

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

GO Is At An All-Time High!

10% Extra Cash 25% Extra

When Cashing In When You Use Your GOLD
Your GOLD Towards A New Purchase

10% Off Jewelery Repairs ;7

- | ___| || || || || || || | | || | | || || || .,

N Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY =
+%. . www.hannoushma.com - - #

We Buy Gold in Any Condition
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Warriors suffer

walk-off loss to Comp

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE - The first
meeting on the baseball dia-
mond between the Tantasqua
Warriors and the Chicopee
Comp Colts since 2019 saw a
dramatic conclusion.

The non-league contest
was tied, 2-2, entering the
seventh inning before the two
squads combined to score
nine runs.

The visitors from Fisk-
dale hit for the cycle in the
top half of the final frame
leading to four runs, but they
wound up leaving the bases
loaded.

Comp responded with
five runs in the bottom half
of the inning and celebrated
a thrilling 7-6 walk-off vic-
tory at the newly rededicat-
ed Coach Dulchinos Field in
Chicopee on May 11.

“After the top of the sev-
enth inning, it was as low as
you could feel,” said Chicop-
ee Comp head coach Justin
Franczek. “There isn’t a bet-
ter feeling than the jubilation
following a walk-off victory.
It’s just a great feeling.”

The victory kept the
Colts dreams of qualifying
for the Division 2 state tour-
nament alive.

“We also kept our state
tournament chances alive,”
Franczek added. “We just
need to find a way to win our
final regular season game and
our two non-playoff games
next week.”

The Colts (7-11) hopes
of playing in the state tourna-
ment came to an end follow-
ing a 10-5 home loss to East
Longmeadow the following
afternoon.

The Warriors (5-11)
were in a similar position.
They were eliminated for the
Division 3 state tournament
after being shut out by Mill-
bury at home two days later.

“This loss hurts our post-
season chances,” said Tanta-
squa head coach Jon Leroux.
“We did a very good job of
taking the lead in the top of
the seventh inning, but we
couldn’t hang onto it. We just
didn’t make any plays in the
bottom of the seventh inning.
It’s a very frustrating loss.”

Junior righthander Jaco-
by Haney, who was Comp’s
starting pitcher, retired the
first two Warriors batters

in the seventh inning on
a strikeout and a groundball
out. He couldn’t record the
third out of the frame.

Tantasqua’s rally began
with sophomore third base-
man Paul Savage (2-for-4)
hitting a triple to right field.
He crossed the plate when
sophomore leftfielder Jack
Nichols blasted the first pitch
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that he saw to deep leftfield
for an inside-the-park home
run. Following a line-drive
single by senior centerfield-
er Brady Willitts, who was a
perfect 4-for-4, junior second
baseman Mason Boucher(2-
for-4) tripled to left, which
extended the Warriors lead
to 5-2. Senior catcher Ethan
LaPlante, who had walked
twice, drove home another
run with a double. Sopho-
more first baseman J.D. Gu-
nagan and senior DH Chase
Bond drew back-to-back
walks, which loaded the bas-
es.

At that point, Haney was
replaced on the mound by se-
nior righty Julian LaFlamme,
who began the game behind
the plate. LaFlamme, who
wound up earning the victory,
struck out the only batter that
he faced which was the third
out of the inning.

Trailing by four runs, se-
nior leftfielder Jack Corriveau
drew a walk against Savage,
who had replaced Comp se-
nior righthander Evan La-
Fountain on the mound with
no outs in the fifth inning.

Freshman DH Brayden
Klett also drew a walk
against senior righty relief
pitcher Jack Blood. Haney
(2-for-4) followed with an
infield hit, which loaded
the bases. Then junior right
fielder John Rentas was hit-
by-a-pitch forcing home the
Colts’ first run of the seventh
inning. Senior first baseman
Justin Lafontaine continued
the Colts comeback with an
RBI single to left field, which
set the stage for senior third
baseman Tanner Martell. He
hit a fastball into centerfield-
er scoring a pair of runs. La-
fontaine also scored the game
winning run on the play fol-
lowing a throwing error giv-
ing the Colts their first walk-
off win of the season.

“We were down four
runs entering the bottom of
the seventh and I knew that
we could make a comeback,”
Martell said. “This was my
first game winning hit during
my varsity baseball career. It
just feels amazing.”

The Colts took a 1-0 lead
in the second inning.

Senior centerfielder
Jaylen Gonzalez hit a leadoff
groundball single into cen-
terfield before stealing sec-
ond base. Martell drove him
home with a line-drive single
to left field.

Savage tied the score at
1-1 with two outs in the fifth
with an RBI single to center.
Then sophomore leftfielder
Jack Nichols hit a groundball
that glanced off the short-
stop’s glove. The ball rolled
to senior second baseman
Zach Bajgier, who then made

e
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Tyler Truax takes a swing.

a throw to LaFlamme. He
tagged out the runner trying
to score on the play keeping
the score tied.

Bajgier lead off the bot-
tom of the fifth by blasting a
double to left field. He scored
the go-ahead run when a
groundball hit by Corriveau
was mishandled by the short-
stop for an error.

Tantasqua junior second
baseman Mason Boucher tied
the score for the second time
by hitting a run single to left
field with no outs in the sixth
inning.

Haney struck out the
next three batters and the
Colts weren’t able to score
in the bottom of the sixth,
which led to the exciting final
inning.
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Mason Boucher sends a throw to
first base.
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Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Evan LaFountain sends a pitch away.
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OPEN MEMORIAL DAY 10 AMTO 7 PM ©°F SPENCER!

43” Smart TV.
Regularly $249.9

TWIN: $199 /

(REG. $299)

Selection!

MATTRESS SALE!
FULL: $269 / QUEEN: $209

(REG. $499)

FRIGIDAIRE DISHWASHER - Reg. $449.99
G.E. STOVE w/AIR FRY -Reg. $899.99 cxrserese
SMOOTH TOP STOVE - Reg. $699.99 wsesersrseses

GREAT SELECTION
OF GAS GRILLS!

(REG. $599)

AIBS

$199.99

50” HDTV Television..$229.99

Regularly $269.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99

Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV
Regularly $699.99

INSTANT

FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

$499.99

DISCOVER

21 CU. FT. FREEZER - Reg. $999.99 1 sussssessrsssssssssssssssssssssssssesassssssseses $799.99
G.E. 27 CU. FT. FRENCH DOOR REFRIGERATOR Reg. $1999.99 ..... $1499.99
5 CU. FT. CHEST FREEZER - reg. $699.99 .

AMANA WASHER OR DRYER - Reg. $599.99 sssssssssssarsssssssssassassassnsas $489.99
ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT. REFRIGERATOR - Reg. $699.99.s1sssersrseress $599.99
FAMOUS MAKER OVER THE STOVE MICROWAVE - Reg. $249.99 ... $229.99
LG WASHER & DRYER - Front Load, Reg. $1599.99 . sssssssssssssssnssnsansanse $1,399.99
MAYTAG DELUXE WASHER OR DRYER - Reg. $699.991sssssssssrsnssesas $499.99
FRIGIDAIRE SIDE BY SIDE - Reg. 51,499.99 $1099.99

WHITCO

SPRING BIKE
TUNE-UP:

$49.99!

140 MAIN STREET,
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm e Sat: 9am-8pm  Sun: 12 Noon-7pm FOR 100’s OF DEALS!
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Pioneers get 2026 campaign underway with win

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW - Since join-
ing USL League Two in 2019,
the Western Mass. Pioneers
have qualified for the league
playoffs each season. A new
group of Pioneers players
are hoping to continue the
postseason tradition  this
spring.

In front of a large crowd
at historic Lusitano Stadium
in Ludlow, the Pioneers be-
gan the 2026 campaign with
a 4-2 victory over the Albany
Rush, last Friday night.

“Most of the players on
last year’s team graduated
from college, so we do have
a lot of first-year players this
season,” said Pioneers head
coach Federico Molinari. “I
thought we played well in to-
night’s game. We had a lot of
opportunities, especially in
the first half.”

The Pioneers posted a
10-1-3 regular season record
a year ago. They lost to FC
Motown STA, 2-1, in the
Eastern Conference quarter-
finals.

A couple of the Pioneers
players from last year’s squad
have signed with professional
soccer teams.

“It’s really nice to see
your players playing soccer at
a high level,” said Molinari,
who’s been leading the Pio-
neers since 2012. “That’s our
main goal every year.”

One of the local players
listed on the 2026 Pioneers
roster is Thomas Wadas,
who’s played soccer for the
Ludlow Lions and is currently
a member of the UMass-Am-
herst men’s soccer team.

Wadas has been listed
on the Pioneers roster for the
past several years. He made
his first start for the Pioneers
in the season opening match.

“I used to watch the Pio-
neers games from the stands,
so I’ve been looking forward
to this moment for a long
time,” said Wadas, who’s a

Sam Montalto looks to pass.

er in the season opener is a
very special thing to me. We
played hard for the whole 90
minutes of tonight’s game.
When we come together as a
cohesive team, we can look
forward to another strong sea-
son. Anything less than mak-
ing the playoffs seems like a
failure.”

Wadas was a starter in
ten of the 15 games that he
played in for the Minutemen
as a freshman last fall. He
finished the 2025 season with
two goals and three assists.

“It was a big adjustment
going from the high school
level to the collegiate level,”
Wadas said. “All of the play-
ers are bigger and stronger in
college. The game is also a lot
more physical. I'm just glad
that I was able to contribute
as a freshman. Playing for
the Pioneers is only going to
help me prepare for my soph-
omore season at UMass.”

the field.

b s, s, s e

Michael Gouvin, of Monson, sends a pass
Fernando Delgado drlbbles up avlvay i P
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Jaiden Williams, of Belchertown,

competes with an opponent.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Thomas Wadas, of Ludlow, is new to the Pioneers this season.  Pearse 0’Brien advances the ball.

midfielder. “Being a start-

’

THE ROADHOUSE

178 Federal St.
Belchertown

© theroadhousecafe (413) 323-6175
(2] theroadhousecafe.belchertownma
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Breakfast, Lunch & Specials
Served All Day - All Week!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AMTO 2 PM
Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates
USDA INSP. FRESH

COUNTRY STYLE

LOWER PRICES

T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

A first-year  player
member of the Pioneers
is Michael Gouvin, who’s
from Monson. His older
sister, Laura, played for the
New England Mutiny sever-
al years ago.

Gouvin, who comes
from a soccer family, at-
tended Avon Old Farms be-
fore playing two seasons for
the men’s soccer team at the
University of New Hamp-
shire. He decided to transfer
to Bentley University before
the start of last season.

“I used to play youth
soccer games on this field.
It feels awesome to be back
here playing again,” said
Gouvin, who’s a starting de-
fender. “I’ve never played a
game in this type of environ-
ment before. Winning our
first game of the season feels
incredible.”

The Pioneers have won
every match that they’ve
played against the Rush
since 2022. They outscored
them. 11-0, in both matches

USDA INSP. FRESH

€€ It’s really nice to see
your players playing soccer
at a high level.
That’s our main goal every year. )

— Pioneers head coach Federico Molinari

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BEL
! LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

last season.

Prior to the start of the
match, third grader Brooke
Lamothe did an outstanding
job of performing the Na-
tional Anthem.

The Rush ended their
scoreless spell against the
Pioneers when Lucas Horja
fired a shot into the back of
the net past Western Mass.
goalie Ben Alexander for an
unassisted goal during the
11th minute of the opening
half.

The Pioneers quickly
took over the momentum.

The home side had five
corner kicks before scoring

the equalizer in the 37th
minute.

An Albany player fouled
Wadas, which gave the Pi-
oneers a free kick. Pearse
O’Brien booted the ball into
the box and Matiwos Rum-
ley managed to score the ty-
ing goal.

Two  minutes later,
an Albany player fouled
O’Brien inside the box re-
sulting in a penalty kick.

O’Brien, who’s from
West Hartford Conn.,
stepped up to the spot and
lined a shot into the back of
the net giving the Pioneers
the lead for the first time.

Horja scored the tying
goal nine minutes into the
second half.

Five minutes later, Gou-
vin sent a pass into the box
from the right wing where
Felipe De Andrade, who had
just entered the match as a
sub, headed the ball into the
net.

“I saw that Felipe was
open and I just sent him the
ball,” Gouvin said. “It was a
perfect play. My main goal
in every game is to make an
impact.”

The duo of Alfred Baafi
and Martin Echarren, who
also came off the bench,
hooked up on the Pioneers
final goal during the 82nd
minute. Echarren flicked a
shot into the net for his first
goal as a Pioneers player.

The Pioneers are sched-
uled to play a road game
against the Seacoast United
Phantoms on Wednesday
night before returning home
to face NEFC at 7:30 on Sat-
urday night.

BEEF
. STRIPLOIN . .

FREE 5988 OR HALF
Ib

PORKRIBS. . S186

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

ASSORT
PORK LOIN CHOPS......0.. > 1 22

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN cur e o, S 2 02

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BABY BACK PORK RIBS ... 2

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE............

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS....... >389

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
ITALIAN BBQ MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST ... 5399

MENMORIAL
DAY, %~

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

5717
USDA INSP.
KAYEM

CANNON FIRE
SPICY HOT DOGS

5299 70z

USDA INSP.
STOREMADE FROZEN

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

20 CT BOX

30z 40
$1750 522%
ol

3219

HONORING OUR AMERICAN HEROES  SALE DATES: 5/21-5/27/26 BUY DIRECT FOR ==

$1 EE
69:.

CHICKEN WINGS 10 L& 846 susseee
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN

LEG 1/4S 40 LB B0Xsuussersssssssasacs

USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARMS

POLSKA KIELBASA
TURKEY 155 0r REGULAR 122> B s

USDA INSP. FROZEN
5699
ea

JUMBO APPLE PIE
LATTICE CRUST 60 02 o

USDA INSP. FROZEN

A URAL CAONG
HOT DOGS ' 12 50t O 22

USDA INSP. IF FROZEN

BLUE SEA SHRIMP RING
FULLY COOKED
WITH SAUCE 15,0 20 7722

T =9 90 Avocado St.
£ 90 Meat Outlet® Sp‘r’i(:l(;;ie(: q
HOURS: won. - Wed. 413-737-1288

Thurs. 8-6 e Fri. 8-6 * Sat. 8-3 www.90meat.com

We reserve the right

SAVINGS  SELECTION * SERVICE to limit quantities.

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & Anthun "Sk " Jervais
Hot Tubs Renvovals ( 774)597 6500

Yy

S/GINT
bt
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dventure fours of Warren

Sharc the Adventurc with us!

Fast Ferry $220 3
-»,W s ) AT 3
June 27....Lake George Cruise & Lunch ...................... $185
July 11 ....Provincetown by Fast Ferry.......c.ccccecovereune $220
Sept. 26 ..Pickity Place Lunch e —— $130
Nov. 7......Great Gatsby at PPAC ..........ccccoeurerrersnessennas $165
Aug. 30....7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise .............. from $1699

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net

or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF
NEW ENGLAND

Grease trap pumping business.
Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.

Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS

HARMON PELLET STOVE MODEL
XXV. Like new condition, dark maroon
enamel. $2750. 413-848-2298.

TAG SALE

BARN SALE
Goss Hill Road, Worthington.
Fri., May 22-Sat., May 23
9am-5pm. Many vintage items, prints,
collectibles, small furniture and quilts.

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical  instruments,  guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military
cameras, sports memorabilia, art,
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio
equipment, audio equipment, toys,
one item or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work.
Fully insured. All work fully guaranteed.
Free estimates. Lic. #14960A.
413-533-8867

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**xxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE****¥**
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT

SERVICES
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

**ALL SEASON**
Specializing in shrub trimming,
pruning, design, deliveries,
loader, backhoe, insured. Professional.
Please call Bob (413)537-5789.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow
your own. Call for appointment, fair and
reasonable rates. Suburban residential
only. 413-626-1927.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing  Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552/

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential

Call us at 413.283.8393

STUMP GRINDING

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service.
Free estimates. Fully insured.
Call Joe Sablack
413-436-9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD
LENGTH 33; 2 SLIDE-OUTS,
REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 4,
LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000.
BRIMFIELD -(413)374-1880

HELP WANTED:
PAINTING, CLEAN-UP.
413-297-1513, LES.

HOUSE CLEANER
POSITION AVAILABLE!
Established company, flexible schedule,
competitive wages, supportive team, re-
spectful clients! Work around college class-
es or meeting the bus! Call today to see if
we are the right fit for you! We are eager to

have you join our Team!
413-267-4297 or 413-695-8087.

LABORERS AND HEAVY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Positions available with local work. Proper
licenses required including OSHA compli-
ance. Compensation will commensurate

with experience. Transportation required.
Email:

bradwayconstruction@yahoo.com

with your resume and for more information.

removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,

Riding Mowers and

Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

ﬁ
Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

o
E

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

-
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 1 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 2 | 2 | 2 s
%5 Beeiznso | 26 Besan | 27 Beizase| 28 B s000
2 | 30 i 9 i) 32 R
33 i Bessan | 39 Besaan| 36 P Ssa0
7 | 38 | 39 ] 40 s
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash (1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT

15 MAPLE ST., BROOKFIELD.
Available June 1. Unit 2, 2 bedroom, 1 bath,
fenced vyard, washer/dryer/dishwasher.
Country style kitchen cabinets, quiet lo-
cation. $1500/mo. First/last/security. Good
credit 700+.

Stone Group Realty 774-262-6667.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

WALES: SECOND FLOOR ROOM
RENTAL. $750 per week, no pets, no vis-
itors, non-smokers. Lease month to month.
References required. First/last. 508-344-
0732,

| FERGEET |
a

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call
1-413-283-8393
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Public notices
Notice of questions and answers will be Legal Notice Family Court Commonwealth of Containing 5 acres of land
Request for Proposals sent to all bid package holders. Monson 50 State Street Massachusetts more or less according to said
Disposition of Real Property Envelopes must be clearly Conservation Commission Springfield, MA 01103 The Trial Court plan.
by Sale for marked “IFB2026HWY(01 - Under the requirements of (413)748-7758 Probate and Family Court Subject to rights and ease-
Affordable Housing Purposes:  FY2027” and include the date M.G.L. Chapter 131 §40, the Docket No. Hampden Division ments as described in Book
28 BRIDGE STREET, and time of the bid opening. Monson Conservation Commis- HD26P1043EA Docket No. 17699 Page 367 if same affect
MONSON, MA 01057 Where required, bids must indi- sion will hold a public hearing Estate of: HD26P0954EA locus and are in force and effect.
The Town of Monson, through  cate a single square yard multi- on Wednesday, June 3, 2026 at Ronald M Izyk Estate of: The description of the prop-
its Select Board, is seeking pro-  plier (dollar amount per square 7:15 PM in the Large Meeting Also known as: Linda Jane Lynch erty contained in the mortgage
posals from interested parties yard) on the appropriate bid Room, Town Office Building, Ronald Michael Izyk, Date of Death: shall control in the event of a
for the disposition, by sale, of form attached. All bids must be 110 Main St. Under consider- Ronald Izyk February 19, 2026 typographical error in this pub-
certain real property, located at  submitted on the Town of Brim- ation is a Notice of Intent for an Date of Death: 04/05/2026 INFORMAL PROBATE lication.
28 Bridge Street, Monson, MA  field Bid forms (included in the Ecological Restoration Limited CITATION ON PETITION PUBLICATION NOTICE For Mortgagor’s Title see deed
01057, for affordable housing bid packet). No bids will be Project for daylighting a culvert FOR FORMAL To all persons interested in the ~ dated June 19, 2014 and recorded
purposes, as detailed in the Re- accepted after the time and date  within Riverfront Area, Bank, ADJUDICATION above captioned estate, by Pe- in the Hampden County Registry

quest for Proposal (RFP) docu-
ments.

The property is a vacant lot
with an area of approximately
14,526 square feet. The suc-
cessful proposer must construct
a new, single-family residence,
with at least two bedrooms, on
the property, in accordance with
all applicable codes and the re-
quirements of the RFP, and must
market and resell the property
as an affordable unit, to be sold
in a lottery process, within two
years of entering into a contract
for purchase of the property from
the Town.

This RFP is being conducted
in accordance with the provi-
sions of Massachusetts General
Law, Chapter 30B, Uniform Pro-
curement Act, Section 16, and
any contract resulting from this
RFP must be strictly awarded
in accordance with the require-
ments of the Act. The Town has
no discretion under the law to
consider proposals that fail to
comply with those requirements,
except for minor informalities as
permitted by MGL Chapter 30B
Section 16.

The RFP documents can be
viewed and downloaded from
physical location or website,
beginning on May 20, 2026 at
10:00 a.m. If it becomes nec-
essary to revise any part of this
RFP or otherwise provide addi-
tional information, an addendum
will be issued to all prospective
proposers who received copies of
the original request.

Sealed proposals must be sub-
mitted in the format required in
the RFP documents and can be
hand-delivered or mailed to the
Office of the Town Administrator,
Monson Town Hall, 110 Main
Street, Monson, MA 01057. Pro-
posals must be delivered to the
Town of Monson no later than
July 10, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. Pro-
posers are fully responsible for
ensuring the timely receipt of
their completed responses to this
RFP at the location noted above.

Proposals  will be opened
publicly immediately following
the closing time. Any contract
resulting from this RFP will be
awarded within the period of
sixty (60) to ninety (90) calen-
dar days. Proposers shall agree
to hold their proposals open for
a period of sixty (60) to ninety
(90) calendar days from the date
of opening, until the disposition
of the property, or until the RFP
is cancelled, whichever occurs
earliest.

The Town of Monson reserves
the right to cancel this RFP or re-
ject in whole or in part any or all
proposals when cancellation or
rejection serves the best interests
of the Town.

05/21, 05/28/2026

LEGAL NOTICE
Town of Brimfield
Highway Department
Invitation for Bids
Brookfield and Monson Road
Road Resurfacing and
Related Work for
Fiscal Year 2027

Sealed bids, appropriately
marked, will be received no later
than Thursday, June 11, 2026,
by 11:00 AM. Sealed bids will
be publicly opened and read on
Thursday, June 11, 2026 at 11:00
AM. in the Brimfield Town Hall
Annex, 23 Main Street, Brim-
field, MA. The following Road
Resurfacing and Related Work
for Fiscal Year 2027 will be
awarded by the Select Board
at their duly posted meeting on
June 15, 2026:

1. Bituminous Concrete Exca-
vation Cold Planer — Brookfield
and Monson Road

Bid specifications will be
available for pickup beginning
Tuesday May 26, 2026 at the
Brimfield Highway Department,
34B Wales Road, Brimfield, MA
from 9:00 AM. to 3:00 PM.,
Monday through Thursday or by
emailing the Chief Procurement
Officer at selectboard@brim-
fieldma.org. Questions related
to this bid invitation are to be
emailed to the Chief Procure-
ment Officer. All addendums,

specified. Executed Certificates
of Non-Collusion and Tax Com-
pliance (attached) and Corporate
Authority must be included in all
bid submissions.

Super Pave bids must indicate
all prices, both pick up at plant
(not more than 15 miles from the
Brimfield Highway Garage, 34B
Wales Rd) and to be delivered
to the Town of Brimfield, Town
Yard, or to the job location in the
Town of Brimfield. Bids shall
include the current period price
(April 2026) of $670 per ton for
liquid asphalt. The price adjust-
ment of hot mix asphalt mixtures
containing liquid asphalt shall
apply as per schedule posted on
Massachusetts Highway Depart-
ment website: https://www.mass.
gov/info-details/massdot-current
-contract-price-adjustments and
“Special Provisions” as attached.

Contractors  intending  to
bid on Super Pave, must be
pre-qualified by the Massachu-
setts Highway Department and
the pre-qualifying form from the
State must be presented at the
time the bid package is picked
up from the Town of Brimfield.
The classification of work is
“Pavement Surfacing.” The total
cost of project(s) is estimated to
be $583,598.55. NOTE: Award
is subject to the Fiscal Year 2027
Chapter 90 appropriation and re-
lease. A bid deposit of 5% of the
total price bid must be submit-
ted.

Prevailing Wage Rates have
been established by the Depart-
ment of Labor and Industries un-
der the provision of Chapter 149,
M.G.L., Section 26-27D. Bids
submitted for Road Resurfacing,
are subject to the provisions to
applicable provisions of the Gen-
eral Laws including Chapter 534,
Chapter 30B, and Chapter 30,
Section 39M inclusive as amend-
ed, (Public Works Construction).

All work/items must meet
Massachusetts Department of
Transportation, highway stan-
dards specifications.

Executed  Certificates  of
Non-Collusion and Tax Compli-
ance (attached) and Corporate
Authority must be included in all
bid submissions.

Minority percentage rate must
not be less than 5%.

Duration of the bid contract
is July 1, 2026 through June 30,
2027; otherwise, please state on
bid sheet any exceptions.

Payment terms: Net term, 30
days.

The Select Board reserves the
right to reject any and/or all bids,
or, accept that bid deemed to be
in the best interest of the Town of
Brimfield.

Zachary Lemieux
Highway Surveyor
Town of Brimfield
Brimfield, MA 01010
(413) 245-4103
05/21, 05/28, 06/04/2026

NOTICE OF
CABLE TELEVISION
PUBLIC HEARING

Please take notice that the Se-
lect Board of the Town of Brim-
field, Massachusetts, as Issuing
Authority for a cable television
license under M.G.L. c.166A,
will hold a public hearing on
Monday, June 1, 2026 at 6:00
p.m. The public hearing will be
held in the Brimfield Elementa-
ry School. The purpose of the
public hearing will be to deter-
mine whether to issue a cable
television license to Spectrum
Northeast, LLC. All applica-
tions, reports, statements and li-
cense drafts to be considered at
the hearing that constitute public
records under state law are avail-
able for public inspection during
regular business hours and for
reproduction at a reasonable
fee. Members of the public are
invited to attend and be heard on
the topic: (a) whether the current
cable operator is in full compli-
ance with its currently-existing
cable license; and (b) what are
the Town’s future community ca-

ble-related needs.
Martin J. Kelly
Select Board, Chairperson
Town of Brimfield

05/14, 05/21/2026

and Land Under Waterbodies &
Waterways; planned forest stew-
ardship activities within Border-
ing Vegetative Wetlands; staging
areas within the Buffer Zone for
the Monson Cedar Swamp Con-
servation Area property located
at 200 Cedar Swamp Road, iden-
tified as Assessor’s Maps 121,
122, 123, Parcels 003, 001, 002,
and Norcross Wildlife Founda-
tion property identified as Asses-
sor’s Map 140, Parcel 001E. The
Applicant is the Town of Mon-
son. The property owners are the
Town of Monson and Norcross
Wildlife Foundation, Inc.

Submitted by:

Monson Conservation

Commission
05/21/2026

TOWN OF PALMER
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40A, Sections
10 & 11 M.G.L. the Palmer Zon-
ing Board of Appeals will hold
a Public Hearing on Monday,
June 8th, 2026 at 5:30 PM at
the Palmer Town Administra-
tion Building, 4417 Main Street,
Palmer, MA.

The applicant, Northborough
Realty Holdings, LLC, is re-
questing a variance from §171-35
Dimensional and Density Reg-
ulations. The variance request
is for relief from the frontage
requirements to allow for a res-
idential building lot. The prop-
erty is located off Emery Street,
Palmer. This parcel is also known
as Assessor’s Map 41, Lot 21.

A copy of the application may
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard
on the application can contact
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s
(MNPA) website (http://mass
publicnotices.org).

Palmer Zoning
Board of Appeals
05/21, 05/28/2026

TOWN OF PALMER
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40A, Sections
10 & 11 M.G.L. the Palmer Zon-
ing Board of Appeals will hold
a Public Hearing on Monday,
June 8th, 2026 at 5:45 PM at
the Palmer Town Administra-
tion Building, 4417 Main Street,
Palmer, MA.

The applicant, Northborough
Realty Holdings, LLC, is re-
questing a variance from §171-35
Dimensional and Density Reg-
ulations. The variance request
is for relief from the frontage
requirements to allow for a resi-
dential building lot. The property
is located off Foster Street, Palm-
er. This parcel is also known as
Assessor’s Map 41, Lot 10.

A copy of the application may
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard
on the application can contact
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s
(MNPA) website (http://mass
publicnotices.org).

Palmer Zoning
Board of Appeals
05/21, 05/28/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Linda S Tetrault
of Ludlow, MA requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Linda S Tetrault of Ludlow,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 06/10/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: May 13, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
05/21/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD26P0949EA
Estate of:

John Patrick Lynch
Also Known As:
John P. Lynch
Date of Death:
February 19, 2026
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Pe-
tition of Petitioner Kellie Jane
Miller of Monson, MA.

Kellie Jane Miller of Mon-
son, MA has been informally
appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate to serve
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

05/21/2026

tition of Petitioner Kellie Jane
Miller of Monson, MA.

Kellie Jane Miller of Mon-
son, MA has been informally
appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate to serve
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

05/21/2026

Palmer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the Wet-
land Protection Act, MGL c.131
s.40, and the Town of Palmer
Wetlands Bylaws, the Conser-
vation Commission will hold
a public hearing at 6:40 PM,
Tuesday, June 2, 2026 at the
Town Administration Building,
4417 Main Street, Palmer, MA
to consider a Request for De-
termination of Applicability to
install targeted soil borings and
groundwater monitoring wells at
the vacant lot located at the end
of Oak Street in Palmer (Asses-
sor’s Map 55 Lot 32). A portion
of the proposed work will occur
within the 100-foot buffer zone
of an isolated wetland. The ap-
plicant making the request is
Massachusetts Electric Company
d/b/a National Grid. Any inter-
ested person wishing to be heard
on the application should appear
at the time and place designated.

Elizabeth O’Connor,
Acting Chair,
Palmer Conservation
Commission
05/21/2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 64  Washington
Road, Brimfield, MA 01010

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Joseph
E McLellan III and Renee A Vail-
lancourt to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as
mortgagee, as nominee for Mort-
gage Research Center, LLC dba
Veterans United Home Loans,
and now held by CitiMortgage,
Inc., said mortgage dated July
18, 2014 and recorded in the
Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 20355, Page 136,
as affected by a Loan Modifica-
tion dated January 22, 2018 and
recorded in the Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book
22157, Page 559; said mortgage
was assigned from Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for Mortgage
Research Center, LLC dba Vet-
erans United Home Loans to
CitiMortgage, Inc. by assign-
ment dated September 21, 2015
and recorded with said Registry
of Deeds in Book 20887, Page
213; for breach of the conditions
in said mortgage and for the
purpose of foreclosing the same
will be sold at Public Auction on
June 23,2026 at 11:00 AM Local
Time upon the premises, all and
singular the premises described
in said mortgage, to wit:

A certain parcel of land with
buildings thereon, being shown
as Lot 2 on a “Plan of Land
owned by Andrew E. Shackett,
64 Washington Road, Brimfield
MA”, Jalbert Engineering Inc.,
recorded with the Hampden Dis-
trict Registry of Deeds in Plan
Book 359, Plan 77.

of Deeds in Book 20355, Page
134.

TERMS OF SALE: Said
premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to all liens, encum-
brances, unpaid taxes, tax titles,
municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence
over the said mortgage above de-
scribed.

FIVE THOUSAND
($5,000.00) Dollars of the pur-
chase price must be paid in cash,
certified check, bank treasurer’s
or cashier’s check at the time and
place of the sale by the purchas-
er. The balance of the purchase
price shall be paid in cash, cer-
tified check, bank treasurer’s or
cashier’s check within thirty (30)
days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street
2nd Floor
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for CitiMortgage, Inc.
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701
05/21, 05/28, 06/04/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P0999EA
Estate of:
Izabella Monticello
Also known as:

Tina Marie Libardi
Date of Death: 04/07/2026
CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Richard P Her-
vieux of East Longmeadow,
MA requesting that the Court
enter a formal Decree and Order
and for such other relief as re-
quested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Tyler Lloyd of Monson, MA be
appointed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 06/05/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: May 08, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
05/14/2026
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Obituaries

Jessica ]eSSle "Braun

Jessica “Jessie”
Braun, 91, of Mon-
son, MA, passed
away peacefully on
Tuesday, May 12,
2026. Born in Mill-
ville, New Bruns-
wick, Canada, she
was the daughter of
the late Roland and
Clara (Zinett) Rock-
well.

Jessie  found
joy in the simple pleasures of
life. She loved gardening and
took great pride in her flow-
ers. She had a special fascina-
tion with wolves and enjoyed
collecting anything related to
them. Jessie also loved shop-
ping and had a deep affection
for animals, especially her be-
loved dogs. Jessie will be re-
membered for her love of fami-
ly, animals, and nature, as well
as the warmth and kindness she
shared with those around her.

She will be deeply missed
by her longtime companion,
David Harvey; her children,
Alton Rockwell, Bernice
Lynch, and Ronnie Braun; her
grandchildren, Roger, Nicho-

las, Wayne, and Lau-
ra; her great-grand-
children, Skylar,
Callan, Emma, and
Mya; her brothers,
Alfred and Kenneth
Rockwell; her sis-
ter, Charlotte De-
merchant; and many
nieces and nephews.

In addition to
her parents, Jessie
was predeceased by
her daughter, Avis Braun; her
stepbrother, Arthur Stairs; and
her stepsister, Pearl Fuller.

A calling hour will be
held on Tuesday, May 19,
2026 from 10 to 11 a.m.,
with a funeral service to take
place at 11 a.m., at Introvigne
Funeral Home, Inc., 51 East
Main St., Stafford Springs,
CT. Burial will follow in St.
Edward Cemetery, Stafford
Springs, CT.

Memorial donations may
be made to ASPCA, PO.
Box 96929, Washington, DC
20090. To leave a condolence
online for the family, please
visit: www.introvignefuneral-
home.com.

Public notices

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD15P1086EA
Estate of:
Jacqueline B Pyzik
Date of Death: 03/22/2015
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for S/A - Late and
Limited Formal Testacy and/
or Appointment has been filed
by Rebecca Gibbons of West
Springfield, MA requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 06/15/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)
A Personal Representative

appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: May 13, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
05/21/2026

Town of Monson
Zoning Board of Appeals
LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to M.G.L. Chap-
ter 40A, § 11, notice is hereby
given that the Monson Zoning
Board of Appeals will conduct
a public hearing on Thursday,
May 28, 2026, at 7:00 P.M., at
Monson Town Hall, 110 Main
Street, Monson, Massachusetts
01057, on the application of An-
drea LeClair for a variance from
the requirements of § 3.2, Table
2, Dimensional & Density Reg-
ulations, of the Monson Zoning
Bylaws. The application seeks
relief to allow construction of a
12’ x 24’ deck that will encroach
upon the required rear setback.
The property is located at 10
Pine Street, identified as Map
113, Parcel 36G, and is situated
within the Rural Village zoning
district. A copy of the application
is available for review from the
Monson Zoning Board of Ap-
peals and Town Clerks office.

David Beaudoin, Chair
05/14, 05/21/2026
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Katherine Kathy (Tracy) Piechota

Katherine “Kathy” (Tra-
cy) Piechota passed away
peacefully on May 7, 2026 at
Baystate Hospital, surrounded
by her family and friends.

She was born in Bidd-
eford, Maine, and raised in
Wells, Maine. Kathy was the
daughter of Arthur Tracy Jr.
and Claire (Melanson) Tracy,
who preceded her in death.

Kathy attended the Wells
school system and graduated
in 1968. She was the last class
of primary students’ class to
attend the Wells Branch one
room schoolhouse. She at-
tended Deaconess Hospital
Nursing School in Boston and
graduated in 1971 as a Regis-
tered Nurse. She worked as a
nurse at Wing Hospital with
numerous co-workers, who
became family and all very
dear to her heart.

Kathy held several posi-
tions including ER Supervisor

Some dreams are universal:
hitting a ball over the Green
Monster; winning the World
Series with a grand slam in
the bottom of the ninth inning.
Finding out you have have MS
is not one of them.

Multiple sclerosis
devastating disease of the
central
where the body’s immune
system attacks the insulation
surrounding the nerves. It
strikes adults in the prime of
life - and changes lives forever.

To help make the dream
of ending MS come true,
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us
online at nationalmsscociety.org.

Nobody dreams
of having
multiple sclerosis

is a

nervous system

—

MNational
Multiple Sclerosis
Society

and Quality Coordi-
nator until she retired
in 2018.

Kathy assisted
in raising funds for
the new ER at Wing.
The fundraising team
called themselves the
Fun D Raisers. They
collected money at
the intersections in
Palmer with bedpans
and urinals.

Kathy was involved with
Palmer Ambulance Service
for nearly 40 years in various
positions and roles.

Kathy had a very strong
passion in providing care for
the community. Kathy was a
member of the Order of the
Eastern Star, living a life of
service.

Kathy loved cruises,
Cape Cod, cooking, catching
fish, and her four-legged pets.
Kathy looked forward to the

winter months
which meant
“Deer Camp”.

She was always
excited to greet
everyone after a
day of hunting,
to see what was
brought to the ga-
rage.

Kathy trea-
sured her trips to
Maine with her
son and then later her grand-
son and a car full of their
friends.

Kathy was first and fore-
most a mother, grandmother,
chief cook, incredible ritu-
alist, and a vibrant woman
ahead of her times in many
ways.

Kathy leaves behind her
devoted son, John Piechota
III, and wife Dawn (Pulchto-
pek) of Ware; her cherished
grandson Sean Piechota and

The Journal Register

OBITUARY POLICY

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name
of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries
should be submitted through a funeral home to:

obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

fiancée Samantha Squires of
Ware; her sister Carrie Tracey
of Kennebunk, Maine; dear
friend and caregiver Louise
Clark of Ware; as well as a
niece and several nephews.

A celebration of Kathy’s
life will be held on Saturday,
June 13, from 1-4 p.m. at the
St. Mary’s Club, 3036 High
St., Bondsville. Please bring
a photo to add to the picture
collage and share some won-
derful stories of how Kathy
impacted your life.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in Kathy’s
memory to St. Jude Children’s
Hospital (st.jude.org/donate)
or The Shriners (donate.shri-
nerschildren.org).

Cebula Funeral Home of
Ware was entrusted with the
final arrangements. For more
information and an online
guest book, please visit: www.
cebulafuneralhome.com.

DEATH
NOTICES

Jessica “Jessie” Braun
Died May 12, 2026
Services May 19, 2026
Introvigne Funeral Home

Katherine “Kathy”
(Tracy) Piechota
Died May 7, 2026
Celebration of Life
June 13, 2026
Cebula Funeral Home

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusy Family
Custom Design Work

Cleaning “ Markers

Cemetery Signage

Benches
Plot Maintenance

On-Site Lettering “* Restorations

201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ** www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com
413-589-7564 Office

Statues

Monuments
Bronze Plaques

413-589-7588 Fax

413-531-5360

Vases
Granite Signs

Subscribe to The Journal Register online at
journalregister.turley.com

ON'T MISS THE SPORTING EVENT OF THE YEARN

YARE KNIGHTS OF C
AL_;_‘GOLFATOURN

SATURDAY
JUNE 20" 2026

IJI.IN

= : 2 &' .
TO REGISTER YOUR FOURSOME j’-f
CALL PAUL HARPER 413- 537 3422 °

Saturday, June 6th
7pm-11pm

The Loose Knit Whits

EVERY FRIDAY

Karaoke

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Wise Guys
MUSICAL BINGO

7:30-9pm

EVERY SUNDAY

DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm e All Welcome

948 Main Street, Warren, MA « 413-436-8491
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Visit Our

Large Collection
of IPA

BEERS GIN = BOXWINE

*all beers have deposits : 1.75 Itr

) : _ - Franzia ... $18.99
Heineken 24 pk ....................... $28.99 : Bombay Sapphire......... $36.99
: D Bota.....o $18.99
Corona 24 pK...........cccvveveeennn. $28.99 : Tanqueray........ $34.99 : o $18.99
Bud & Bud Light 30 pk............ $25.99 GOI:don’s Gm’. ..... R $22.99 : Top B(;.); """""""""""""""""""" $15.99
coors & coors Light 30 pk ...... 325.99 E Flelschmann s Gln ........ $1 2.99 E ....................................
Miller & Miller Light 30 pk...... $25.99 : :

Busch & Busch Light 30 pk .... $19.99 TEQU”_A READY- TU—

Natural Ice & Lite 30 pk.......... $19.99 . 175 Itr oo DRINK (RTD)
VODKA  Espolon. . $19.09 ALCOHOL

1.75 Itr . Casamigos.................... $49.99
Grey GOOSE...............cocceuennn.. $44.99 : Lunazue....... $42.99 : SunCruzzers 18pk................. $29.99
V-0N€..conmrreeeeeeeeeeee e $39.99 : HOMIOS.....cooorre. 529.99 : Surfside 18 pK............o.cc.. $29.99
Absolut...............ccccvnriininnnne, $29.99 . White Claw 24 pk.................... $29.99
Tit0’S......cv e, $28.99 - HighNoon 12pk ..................... $24.99
Ketal One..........ccocoovevvevrene.. $28.99 R UM - Cutwater All Flavors 4 pK........ $12.99
SMIMOff ........oooorrrien $19.99 1.75 tr
SKYY...oooiiieceeeeee e $19.99 : Captain Morgan............ $23.99
New Amsterdam..................... $19.99 @ Baccardi........ $19.99 :
Svedka ... ... $14.99 Admiral Nelson............. $16.99 .
Pinnacle .................cccoooeveenee $13.99 ;
Platinum.................ccovevvennnnn. $11.99 W”’SKE y :
Taaka.........cocoooeevvveercrrrerernn, $7.99 E 175 Ity
Knob Creek.................. $54.99
GREAM L’ QU OR Elijiah Craig.................. $54.99
1.75 lir J.W. Blacklable............. $54.99
Baileys.........ccoo.coorvveerrrrre $44.99 E Basil Hayden ................ 549.99 OUR LARGE
LT — $39.99 g"j:‘;ﬁﬂft'ﬁ:::::::::::::::: gzz'gg COLLECTIONS
Malibu RUM. ..o 529.99 ' crownRoyal........... $44.99 OF WINES
. Larceny..........ccoo...... $44.99
Lﬂ"EHY, TOBAGGO - Jack Daniels................. $39.99
& SNAGKS AVAILABLE - Dewars............ccoeu..... $29.99
- Evan Williams.............. $27.99 :
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK . JimBeam.............. $24.99 :
FOR UPDATES: - Canadian Club.............. $19.99 :
LIQUORTOWNPALMER . Black Velvet ................. $16.99 :

MONDAY - THURSDAY 9 AM.TO9PM. 3 = IE R, WINE &S SPIRITS

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 9 A.M. - 10 P.M.

SUNDAY 10 AM. - 6 PM. 1010 Park Street, Palmer A(lk,ff,ﬁ’f\’gcﬁ,,“f?f




