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Palmer High celebrates newest class at graduation

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @ turley.com

PALMER - This past
Saturday, the high school dis-
missed the graduates of the
Class of 2026 with a heartfelt
indoor ceremony.

The May 31 ceremony
was held in the high school
auditorium due to rain that
started up just as the school
band started playing Elgar’s
“Pomp and Circumstance.”
Principal Sue North intro-
duced each of the speakers
individually, and provided
background on their accom-
plishments, starting with
Class President Kelsey Coyle,
who was praised for her time
on the Student Council, as
well as 30 hours of communi-
ty service as part of an EMT
course.

“Thank you all for your
endless support throughout
these difficult years, wheth-
er it was through leading us,
encouraging us, or simply lis-
tening. You never gave up on
us,” Coyle said. “Tonight, I
want you to allow yourself to
feel whatever it is that you're
feeling, whether it’s tears,
laughter, excitement, or fear.
Enjoy it, because this feeling
will only come once in your
life.”

Coyle was followed by
Superintendent Matthew
Francis, who recognized stu-
dents who were going on to
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Confetti was fired at the graduating seniors to close out the Palmer High School graduation ceremony.

Salutatorian Chloe Weirbrick
read the Salutatory Address.

Valedictorian Hannah Roy de-
livers her remarks.

two- or four-year colleges, at-
tending a trade school, enter-
ing the workforce, or signing
on to the armed services.

“The act of giving re-
spect will open more doors
than credential ever could,”
Francis said. “Kindness may
seem simple, but it is pow-
erful in a world that can be
loud, volatile, and extremely
divided. Kindness is revolu-
tionary, whether it was help-
ing a friend through a tough
time or simply sharing a smile
in the hallway. You’ve shown
us how small acts can make
a big difference. As you step
forward, let kindness be your
superpower, not just some-
thing you do, but something
you live by.”

The class then performed

its Senior Class Song, “Land-
slide” by Fleetwood Mac,
with lyrics projected onto
the ceiling of the auditorium.
This was followed by an ad-
dress by Salutatorian and Na-
tional Honors Society Secre-
tary Chloe Weirbrick.

“I feel that one of the
most essential components of
my life thus far has been the
drive, confidence, and grace
these role models have in-
stilled in me,” Weirbrick said.
“As I plan to attend West-
brook State University in the
fall as an early childhood ed-
ucation major, and my peers
pursue their various educa-
tional, workforce, and mil-
itary decisions, I expect we
will rely heavily on the les-
sons we’ve learned from our

Photos by Marcelo Gusmao

incredible teachers, not only
in their designated subject or
grade level, but, specifically
in my case, how they taught
me to be proud of myself, as
well as empowering my pas-
sion of doing the same for the
future generation.”

The assembly was then
treated to a speech by Vale-
dictorian Hannah Roy, who
was praised for her time as
Vice President of the Nation-
al Honors Society, and as a
Massachusetts Interscholastic
Athletic Association student
ambassador.

“As kids, we dreamed
freely,” Roy said. “But what
was once viewed as cute and
met with words of encour-
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MONSON HIGH SCHOOL

Photos by Quinn Suomala

The graduating class of Monson High School 2026 threw their caps in the air as their graduation ceremony came to an end.

MHS celebrates
graduation

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

MONSON - Monson
came together to celebrate
this year’s high school grad-
uates.

Monson High School
had a graduating class of 36
this year, with 8 students be-
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longing to the National Hon-
ors Society.

Families, friends, facul-
ty, and staff came together to
celebrate the seniors and all
of their achievements.

In athletics, the class of
2026 has achieved the new-
est 1,000 point score and
they achieved the all time
state leader in soccer goals
scored.

In the arts,
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students

Valedictorian Sophia Galar-
neau reminisced on her and
her fellow graduates’ time
at Monson High School.

Salutatorian Brady Ron-
aldson gives his speech at

graduation.

PATHFINDER TECH

Pathfinder celebrates
student accomplishments
with Awards Night

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

PALMER - Pathfinder
Regional Vocational Tech-
nical High School recent-
ly hosted its 52nd Annual
Awards Night to celebrate
its students for their accom-
plishments, talent, and dedi-
cation.

On Wednesday, May
14, 141 students in all grade
levels were recognized for
excellence across their re-

spective academic disciplines
and Career and Technical
Education programs. Stu-
dents received plaques, tro-
phies, gifts, and special rec-
ognitions that reflected their
hard work and perseverance
throughout the year.

The celebration began
with a reception in the cafe-
teria, where attendees could
gather to enjoy a selection of
house-made hors d’oeuvres
and desserts prepared by the

AWARDS I page 7
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Superintendent Eric Duda presented graduating senior Autumn
Nagle with the Rensselaer Medal Award.
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Field of Flags tradition continued on by AmVets

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @ turley.com

THREE RIVERS - This
past Memorial Day weekend,
the rain did not stop AmVets
Ladies’ Auxiliary Post 74
from holding its annual Field
of Flags ceremony.

For the fourth annual
Memorial Day Field of Flags
ceremony, AmVets asks for a
donation of $5, which goes
toward veterans’ needs, such
as bus trips or filling in pot-
holes at the post. Andrea Sul-
livan, the outgoing Treasurer
for Post 74, credited Valerie
Wlodyka, one of the Ladies
Auxiliary members, with
bringing the ceremony up at
a meeting.

“This is a great idea to
honor veterans and loved
ones,” Sullivan said. “It’s not
strictly for vets; it’s open to
Palmer residents, non-resi-
dents, veterans, and non-vet-
erans. I have vets in my fam-
ily, so my flags were bought
for vets, but if someone had
a relative who was very patri-
otic and a flag was bought for
them, their name would be
read, too.

Though Wlodyka is
still involved with the La-
dies Auxiliary, she has since
“passed the torch” of running
the ceremony to the rest of
the group, which is commit-
ted to keeping the tradition
going. Sullivan said that the
ceremony grows every year.

“If the weather had per-
mitted us to be outside, we
would have chairs set up,’
Sullivan  described. “The
flags are all in a grid in rows
of 25, and we spread them a
foot apart in the rows, about
two feet apart for a walkway.”

Traditionally, an Auxil-
iary member stands by each
flag as the presenter reads
the number of the flag, the
name of the veteran or loved
one and, if they served, what
branch and what conflict. The
presenter then moves to the
next flag, and the next name
is read, and so on.

“This year, we had the
ceremony in the Main Hall,”
Sullivan said. “We did the
reading of the names and
numbers, but we couldn’t
have a person standing at the
flag.”

After all names are read,
veterans perform a gun sa-
lute, and a performance of
“Taps” is played, and then the
ceremony is concluded.

“It is a very heartwarm-
ing humbling ceremony, I'm

honored,” Sullivan said. “I’'m  as well as patriotic loved ones.

’

hoping that I will get to run it
for the next few years. I take
a lot of pride in setting up the
grid and the flags, and I par-
ticipate in reading the names.
That’s a hard job, especially
when you’re looking out into
the crowd.”

Despite the weather put-
ting a damper on the ceremo-
ny, Sullivan was pleased to
report that donations for flags
were comparable to previous
years.

“I11 flags were pur-
chased,” Sullivan said. “We
leave the flags up for just un-
der a week — we took them
down Sunday because of the
weather — another rainy Sat-
urday.”

The flags are numbered
according to the list, and are
being stored in the Mem-
ber’s Lounge for anyone who
wants to pick up the specific
flag of their loved one in the
next week. Any flags left over
will be repurposed for next
year’s ceremony.

“My family is a very
long line of veterans,” Sul-
livan said. “It started back
in 1663 in Quebec, Canada,
when my great-great-great-
great-grandfather came here
from France.”

Sullivan’s father and un-
cle served in the navy during
the Korean War, and anoth-
er uncle served in Vietnam.
Her brother was in the Coast
Guard.

“I've  been involved
with AmVets in one form or
the other since 1984, when I
started as a bartender,” Sulli-
van said. “My relatives didn’t
belong to Amvets — my father
was in the Knights of Colum-
bus, he wasn’t a club sort of
man. [ joined the Auxiliary
and moved up to president for
six years, then stepped down
and became treasurer for one
year.”

This year, Sullivan is
stepping down as treasurer
to become a regular member,
which she said will give other
members a chance to partic-
ipate.

“I’'m part of another or-
ganization that’s taking up
a lot of my time. There’s a
lot going on, you have to be
available and unfortunately 1
missed a couple meetings,”
Sullivan shared. “It’s not
fair that I’'m not available
like T was in the beginning.
There are many, many tal-

ented women that are in the
position and it’s stronger than
ever.”

Sullivan said she hopes
the event continues to grow,
and mentioned that a goal of
the group is to find “a bigger
piece of lawn” to place the
flags.

“That was Val’s goal,”
Sullivan  explained. “We
talked about grassy areas
that were visible to public,
and had space so that people
could come to the ceremony.”

If you’d like to purchase
a flag for next year’s Field
of Flags ceremony, you can
download and print the form
from the AmVets website,
and drop it off with cash or a
check at Post 74.

“We have some veterans
who were killed in action,
and purple heart recipients,”
Sullivan added. “If they put
that on the form we say that
when we read the name, to
honor them that way.”
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Flags were placed this Memorial Day on the graves of veterans

178 Federal St.
Belchertown

@ theroadhousecafe

(413) 323-6175
(@) theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

ﬂwmg/anby/%ﬂaad/wa/w ‘ea#e’
Breakfast, Lunch & Specials

Served All Day - All Week!
OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AMTO 2 PM

Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

The cemetery was full of
American flags that were
placed by the AmVets Ladies
Auxiliary this Memorial Day.

Town Gouncilor and Post Commander Mark Caci placed flags as
part of the ceremony.
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Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo.
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible
apartments when available.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

=

EQUAL HOUSING
OFPORTUNITY

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

&

Submitted photos
Patriots of all ages attended the cemetery and helped AmVets
Post 74 place flags on the graves of veterans and loved ones.

DEADLINE

The Journal Register deadline for public submissions to Mondays.
To get your submission in for that week’s edition space permitting,
email Editor at journalregster@turley.com
or call the office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays.

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

[ CORRECTIONS The Journal Register will gladly correct factual\
errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will
always appear on Page 2 or 3. To request a correction, send an
email to: journalregister@turley.com, or call (413) 283-8393.

Corrections may also be requested in writing at:
K Journal Register, Attn: Editor, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA, 01069 j
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The Library Loft

Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer

We are celebrating our
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:
Tues. T0am - 4pm + Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. T0am - 4pm « Fri. 10am-4pm - Sat. 10am-2pm

HoPE 10 SEE YOU THERE

Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 2863-3330 ext. 100

—1lee W Ll

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library
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RICHARD R. GREEN
— Insurance Agengy, Inc——

e AUTO » HOME ¢ BUSINESS e LIFE

® Great Locations ® Registry service
* Quotes gladly given ® We make housecalls

Please visit our website for an auto,
homeowners, or life insurance quotes

128 Main St., Monson ¢ 267-3495

www.richardgreeninsurance.com
Fax: 413-267-3496

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

N

' Independent
Insurance
Agent

Two Locations:

32 Somers Rd Hampden * 566-0028
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Revolutionary War patriots celebrated in new Cemetery Tour

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

BRIMFIELD - Openings
are limited for the upcoming
Cemetery Tours that will be
held throughout the morning
of June 13.

This is the town’s first-ev-
er cemetery tour, which ini-
tially came together thanks
to the volunteers at Spirit of
Brimfield as part of a day’s
worth of events to celebrate
the 250th anniversary of our
nation’s founding.

“I've always wanted to
do one,” said Sue DeBruin,
Chair of the Historical Com-
mission, “but, having partic-
ipated in script-writing for a
cemetery tour in New York, I
know how big of an undertak-
ing it is. I almost had to wait
for the right moment.”

DeBruin said that the
cemetery walk would be a fit-
ting way to honor the town’s
patriots who served in the
Revolutionary War, as well
as the families that supported
them. The tour will be an op-
portunity for residents to ex-
perience and be a part of the
town’s living history.

“I thought a cemetery
tour would be a good way
to highlight those stories in
a different way, other than
just reading the history of the
town and the Revolution,” De-
Bruin said.

As a member of the
Historical Commission and
someone who loves studying
genealogy, family history, and
cemetery records, DeBruin
started the project in the fall

by creating scripts for actors
to perform that would cover a
narrative related to the town’s
patriots and their families.

“I’ve always had an inter-
est in history, and storytelling
is living history,” DeBruin
said. “Storytelling is a great
way for people to learn about
a time and place in history, by
hearing someone’s experienc-
es at the time.”

DeBruin’s  experience
with cemetery walks primar-
ily comes from her work in
New York, but she’s been
collaborating with Mat Waw-
rzyk, the Cemetery Foreman
for Monson, who has held
annual cemetery walks for
his town in the fall. Wawrzyk
said he’s excited to participate
in the event, and said that De-
Bruin is “capable of a lot of
things.”

“Sue had never done a
cemetery tour before, so she
was only going off of trying
to replicate one that she had
attended, and the way that she
described it to me sounded
exactly the way we do ours,”
Wawrzyk said. “I can’t wait to
figure out how her direction
takes this, because without
her knowing anything, she’s
already planned things and
solved problems that Monson
had to iron out over the last
few years that we’ve been do-
ing cemetery walks.”

“I’'m so excited to go to
the Monson walk this fall and
see how they do it,” DeBruin
said. “If I do this again in the
future, I might want to change
it up by looking at how oth-
er communities are using this
kind of educational or infor-

mative event.”

DeBruin had a lot of
praise for Wawrzyk’s work in
collaborating with her, having
received information about
what worked for his town
and how their cemetery walks
are run, including details on
group size and dress rehears-
als. Wawrzyk will also be par-
ticipating in the cemetery tour
as an actor.

“Our collaboration be-
gan over the winter,” DeBruin
said. “T immediately asked if
he would be interested in be-
ing involved, and he said he
would if his schedule permit-
ted, which it did.”

DeBruin also credited
Wawrzyk with putting her
in contact with Genny Piz-
zichemi, who has participat-
ed in the Monson Cemetery
Walk for several years, and
will also be acting in the up-
coming tour in town.

“There are two roles in
the tour whose descendants
are going to be there on the
day,” DeBruin said. “One of
the stops in the tour is for Jo-
seph Hitchcock, who marched
on Lexington Alarm, at the
Siege of Boston, and rode to
Springfield in defense of the
government. His 7th or 8th
great-grandson is in his 80s,
and he’s flying up here from
Florida to see his ancestor
come back to life.”

Wawrzyk will be playing
the role of Joseph Hitchcock,
representing one of the more
recognizable names in the
town.

“Joseph Hitchcock has
his own background, those
were details I got to learn over

months of reading the script,
going to cemetery where the
tour is going to be, and doing
my own research,” Wawrzyk
said. “There are a lot of dif-
ferent connections, not only
Hitchcock, but some other
characters have ties to Mon-
son, and me and Sue were
able to make those connec-
tions with her experience on
the Historical Commission
and mine with the cemetery.
We started talking about some
individuals’ last names and
found out someone I take care
of in Monson is cousins with
someone she knows about in
Brimfield. It’s very cool dig-
ging up that shared history.”

DeBruin said that Dave,
Hitchcock’s descendant from
Florida, is a member of the
Sons of the American Rev-
olution and will attend in a
Revolutionary War uniform.
She added that another of
Hitchcock’s descendants has
expressed interest in travel-
ling from Vermont to film
footage for a documentary of
the event.

“When Sue reached
out and told me about the
first gentleman coming up
from Florida, I was basically
floored that I had the honor of
being able to meet somebody
connected to the person I'm
portraying,” Wawrzyk said.
“Another one reached out
from Vermont, making some
type of documentary film;
I’m no stranger to media pres-
ence, that’s something that I
enjoy, and I think it’s a good
way to share experiences with
others and get ppl connected
to things I’'m interested in.”

The event is being put
on through collaboration be-
tween the Historical Commis-
sion and the Spirit of Brimfield
volunteers. DeBruin has been
doing a lot of research on the
town’s history, looking over
cemetery records, genealogy,
Find-a-Grave, and records
from the Sons and Daughters
of the American Revolution,
in order to better understand
who served in the American
Revolution and their relation-
ship with the town.

“When you’re looking
at graves, you're looking at
names, birthdates, and death-
dates, but there’s not a lot of
story behind that,” DeBruin
said. “When you do the re-
search, you look into when
they moved to town, how old
they were when the Revolu-
tion started, and what their
service was.”

DeBruin said that one au-
thoritative resource has been
“Historical Celebration of the
Town of Brimfield” by Rev-
erend Charles Hyde, which
tells the history of the town
through 1876, published by
vote of the town at that time.

“All winter, my dining
room table was covered with
papers and books and my lap-
top,” DeBruin shared. “When
you do that kind of research,
you try as hard as you can to
piece together these 18th cen-
tury lives that no one — other
than their family members —
has gone into in the past 250
years. It’s a real honor to try
to do some of their stories jus-
tice.”

DeBruin said that, once
all the research is done, the

“tricky” part is to write from
the individual’s perspective
and imagine what they might
say about themselves and how
the Revolution wove into their
life.

“I also wanted to bring
some women into it,” DeBru-
in said. “In one circumstance,
the daughter of a local patriot
is telling the story of her fa-
ther’s service, so you have to
imagine what she might say
about her dad. There is some
creative liberty taken, but not
with the facts or concrete in-
formation.”

The Cemetery Tour will
be held on June 13, kicking
off with a musket firing and
a performance of “Taps” at
9:55 a.m., and with tours at
10 am., 10:30 am., 11 a.m.,
11:30 a.m., and at noon. There
will be further celebrations in
the afternoon, including a pa-
rade at 2 p.m., and living his-
tory demonstrations that will
be held at the winery.

All tours have already
filled their 15-18 spots, except
for the 11:30 a.m. and noon
tours, which still have open-
ings.

“I feel really lucky,” De-
Bruin said. “Our first ceme-
tery tour has been supported
by people who’ve done these
tours before, and other reen-
actors and actors who come
from all over; not just Brim-
field; one comes from Long-
meadow, and we have some-
one coming from the eastern
part of the state.”

To register to attend the
Cemetery Tour, you can con-
tact DeBruin by calling 508-
523-9544.

Keep presents

musician
David Polansky

MONSON - The Keep
Homestead  Museum s
pleased to welcome career
musician David Polansky
with his program “Music
Through the Decades” on
Sunday, June 7 at 1:30 p.m.

Using keyboard, trum-
pet, and vocals, David pres-
ents music inspired by the
advent of the automobile,
two world wars, the Roaring
20’s, the wild west, and more.
He engages the audience tak-
ing questions, performing
requests, and telling funny
anecdotes about famous mu-
sicians as well as his own life
as a musician.

The museum will be
open for viewing from 1 to
3:30 p.m. and more informa-
tion about it can be found at
www.keephomesteadmuse-
um.org.

Musical performance at Senior Center

BRIMFIELD - Join
us on Friday, June 12 at
10:30 a.m. at the Brim-
field Senior Center for a
do not miss performance:
“Stories & Songs of Ap-
palachia” with Michael &
Carrie Kline, acclaimed
musicians and storytell-
ers. Below are two glow-
ing testimonials to their
amazing talent!

“Michael and Car-
rie weave West Virginia
stories and folklore with
spine tingling harmonies
on voice and guitar. To
hear them and be invited
to join in on a chorus is to
be transported to a coun-
try church, a one-room
school, or grandma’s
kitchen. From songs such
as Walk with Granny One
More Time, to The Coal
Tattoo, and gospel num-
bers such as Turtle Dove
and Love Like This Was

Never Known, the Klines
evoke the times that real-
ly matter, time with fam-
ily and friends, spiritual
times, wrapped in a patch-
work quilt of vivid imag-
es. Kitchen songs. You
can smell the biscuits bak-
ing.” -- Sparky and Rhon-
da Rucker, Modern Day
American Folk and Blues
Legends

“Carrie and Michael
live and breathe Appala-
chian culture and music.
Their voices carry the
songs with truth and au-
thenticity, and their guitar
accompaniments are ex-
cellent, just what the songs
call for. With their vast
knowledge of West Vir-
ginia history and culture,
and their deep roots in the
mountains, their concerts
are not only a treat for the
ear, but a journey into the
depth and breadth of the

real Appalachia and be-
yond.” — Magpie, Bring-
ing the People’s History
Alive Through Music
Michael and Carrie
Kline have been studying
and chronicling the his-
tory and culture of Ap-
palachia for forty years.
Michael, with a Ph.D.
in Public Folklore from
Boston University, and
Carrie, with a Master’s
Degree in American Stud-
ies from SUNY/Buffalo,
have cumulatively written
twenty articles for West
Virginia’s official folklife
journal, Goldenseal Mag-
azine since 1978, when
Michael served on Gold-
enseal’s editorial staff at
the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Culture and His-
tory. Michael’s efforts to
document 20th Century
West Virginia life were
supported in the early

o

Shed, Pool &
Hot Tub Renrovals

$B“‘k Trash p o

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts
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" Jervais
( 774)597 6500

WEDGEWOOD MOTE"L

1430 Park St Palmer, MA 413-283-4501

1970s with receipt of a
Ford Fellowship Award,
and with a grant from the
West Virginia Humanities
in 1980. He has served
on the Citizen’s Advisory
Board of the West Virginia
Humanities Council and
has far ranging contacts
throughout the State with
historians,  Appalachian
Studies scholars, artists
and musicians. He has
conducted extensive oral
interviews with farmers,
home makers and workers
in most of the State’s in-
dustries and communities.

You are invited to
stay for a light luncheon
immediately after the pro-
gram. This program is
funded in part by a grant
from the Brimfield Cultur-
al council, a local agency
which is supported by the
Mass Cultural Council, a
state agency.

Banquet

to honor
Steve Slozak
June 19

MONSON - Join us
at the 2026 Citizen of the
Year banquet in honor Steve
Slozak being held on Friday,
June 19 at TJ’s Pavillion 143
Palmer Road, Monson.

The evening begins at 6
p.m. with a social gathering
followed by dinner at 6:30
p-m. Neat casual dress is the
order of the day.

Tickets are $35 per per-
son and may be reserved
online at monsoncitizen@
icloud.com or purchased by
check made payable to and
mailed to Monson Citizen
of the Year Committee, 15
Green Street, Monson, MA
01057 prior to June 12th -
no tickets will be sold at the
door.

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

121 Main Street

Monson
(In the Adams Shopping Plaza)

(413) 893-9017

Sunday-Saturday
11T a.m. -9 p.m.
taquerialasiguanaba.com

riva
events.

We offer
catermg
e

TAQUERIA LA SIGUANABA

Welcome to a world of vibrant flavors
and traditional Mexican cuisine
right here in Monson.

Our menu is a culinary fiesta
featuring mouthwatering tacos,

burritos, bowls, salads, quesadillas filled
with the juiciest meats, rich and hearty birria,

creamy guacamole made from the
freshest avocados, fresh salsa varieties, and
crispy taco salads that crunch with every bite.
These are just a taste of the many traditional
Mexican dishes we have in store!
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Viewpoints

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

In a previous column,
you wrote about people who
filed for Social Security late
in life.

I am currently incar-
cerated and will be filing
for Social Security in the fall
of 2029. 1 will be 74 years
old in the first week of Jan-
uary 2029. Unless I read it
wrong, could I be eligible
to collect the previous six
months?

If this is so, how would
that work? Would I get that
all at once or incrementally?
According to the chart we
once got in the mail, I should
be collecting the maximum
amount. I've worked all of
my life and never collected
Social Security before. Also,
my ex-wife remarried and
has since passed away. Do [
qualify for part of her Social
Security?

Signed, “D” in Danbury

Dear “D” in Danbury:

I'm afraid you cannot
receive Social Security ben-
efits while you are incarcer-
ated, even if you are eligible
for them prior to your re-
lease.

Thus, you cannot get
retroactive Social Security
benefits for any period you
were still incarcerated. For
clarity, although most who
apply at a later age (e.g., in
their 70s) do have the option
to claim retroactive benefits,
you cannot get any SS bene-
fits for any month you were
still incarcerated. Further,
you will not get credit for
delaying your application
for SS benefits while you
are incarcerated (you won’t
earn Delayed Retirement
Credits during your incar-
ceration).

Assuming (from what
you shared) that you expect
to be released from incar-
ceration in the fall of 2029,
you can apply for your SS
benefits to start upon your
release. Be aware, however,
that it usually takes several
months for your application
for SS benefits to be pro-
cessed and you can specify
the month you wish your
benefits start.

Your benefit amount
will be based upon your av-
erage monthly earnings for
the 35 highest earning years
over your lifetime. But you
cannot get retroactive SS
benefits for time prior to
your release from incarcer-
ation. Since Social Security
does not pay benefits for
partial months, you can file
for your SS benefits to start
effective with the month fol-
lowing the month in which

I'm being released from
incarceration. What are my
Social Security options?

your incarceration ends. Be
sure you have your official
prison release documen-
tation (parole or discharge
papers) in hand when you
apply for your Social Secu-
rity benefits.

FYI, some correctional
facilities have a “Prerelease
Agreement” with Social
Security, which may enable
you to file for your SS ben-
efits three to four months
prior to your release from
incarceration. Be sure to
check with your facility
to see if they have such an
agreement with Social Secu-
rity and, if so, use it to apply
for your benefits in advance
of your release. This will
facilitate your SS benefits
starting more quickly upon
your release.

You did not ask about
healthcare coverage, but
since you will be eligible
for Social Security, you will
also be eligible for Medicare
upon your release. When
you apply for your Social
Security benefits, you can
also apply for Medicare
Part B (coverage for outpa-
tient medical services), the
premium for which will be
deducted from your Social
Security payment. FYI,
Medicare Part A (coverage
for inpatient hospitalization
services) is free and auto-
matic because you are also
eligible for Social Security.

Finally, regarding sur-
vivor benefits from your ex-
wife, you can only get a sur-
viving ex-spouse benefit if
you were married for more
than 10 years and your own
SS retirement amount is
less than your ex-wife was
receiving at her death. In
other words, you can only
get one SS benefit either
your own or your deceased
ex-wife’s amount, whichev-
er is higher.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the So-
cial Security Administration
or any other governmental
entity. This article is intend-
ed for information purposes
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Asso-
ciation To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

AMAZING HOW
LONG -LOST FRIENDS
AND RELATIVES FIND

US WHEN TUEIZ K\0
IS GRADVATING -/
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A question and an answer?

arole, who
faithfully
reads

the column in
the  Wilbra-
ham-Hamp-
den  Times
each  week,
wrote in with
this  question
for the Garden
Lady:

“I am hoping
you can provide me with
some advice as to how to rid
my garden of an incredibly
invasive plant. It is called
Houttuynia cordata or cha-
meleon plant. I bought a
single variegated plant about
25 years ago and now I liter-
ally have hundreds of them
in my gardens and lawn. The
plant is no longer variegated
but reverted to green with
red around the edges. For
at least three or four years, I
have been trying to dig them
out one by one which has
been extremely difficult due
to the long roots — some can
be over a foot long — which
become intertwined with
other plants, choking them. I
have not been very success-
ful, despite spending hours
at a time. And I painstaking-
ly try to get every piece of
root out. I am not sure if they
are spreading solely through
the roots or also from the
flower pod seeds.

I notice they also spread
under my brick walkway
even though they get no
sun there. It’s been very
frustrating. For that reason,
I am considering using a
herbicide, but am concerned
that it might poison nearby
plants or may not be effec-
tive due to the long roots.
Yet, at this point, I am open
to the idea. I look forward
to any suggestions you may
have.

Incidentally, 1 just
learned from the internet
that it is considered to be a
medicinal herb, which I find

town took this photo of

a green heron catching a
fish at Lake Wallace.

The green heron is soli-
tary at most seasons and often
somewhat secretive, living
around small bodies of water
or densely vegetated areas.

When seen in the open, it
often flicks its tail nervously
and raises and lowers its crest.

The small heron is about
16 to 22 inches long. The
green on this bird’s back is
an iridescent color and often
looks dull bluish or simply
dark.

They have orange yel-
low legs, chestnut neck, black
crown feathers. Young birds
are duller and brown with a
striped neck.

Northern birds migrates
as far as Panama and northern
South American. Green her-
ons in the most southernstates

John Kunhardt of Belcher-
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by
Robesta MclQuaid

quite shocking, given how
much I have come to dis-
like them! Thank you very
much for your time and as-
sistance.”

Happy to help, Carole!
It’s funny you mention that
this plant is a medicinal
herb.

Some years back I was
taking extract of Japanese
Knotweed, another invasive
plant, in my quest to cure
late stage Lyme Disease. I
guess most plants have some
merit although some times
it’s hard to want to admit it,
especially in the situation
you are in.

While I have never
grown Houttuynia cordata, I
have dealt with similar inva-
sive plants. Not always have
I been successful, but here
are a few tactics you can try.

If there is a way to
smother, go for it. Try black
plastic, a thick tarp or card-
board covered in mulch.

Eventually, if the plant
can’t photosynthesize, it will
die.

You are smart to try and
remove every little bit of root
when hand digging it out;
it’s kind of amazing how a
tiny piece will start a whole
new plant. For that reason,
never take the rototiller to a
patch of any invasive plant,
especially those that spread
by rhizomes. The roots will
be dispersed throughout the
garden.

I also read about cut-
ting the stems of the plants
and then “painting” the open

cuts with herbicide. To me
that sounds like a
smart plan to get
the chemical
right to the
roots.  Time
consum-
ing, but
targeted.
I'll be cu-
rious to know how
you make out trying
to rid your landscape
of this plant.

Diane, who gardens
in West Chesterfield, had a
possible solution for my hy-
acinths getting cut off at the
soil line.

“We had a great disap-
pointment this spring when
something  chopped off
most of our cultivated black
berries. When I was trying to
prune what was left and save
something I found the stalks
laying on the ground but the
tops were eaten. It looked
like someone took a clean
angle sweep with a hatchet
to cut down the stalks. Then
one evening at dusk we saw
the culprit. It was about a 60
pound porcupine! He was
chomping on our wild white
rose bushes. He would bite
the stalks off but since the
rest of the bush wouldn’t let
the branch fall, he couldn’t
eat the top. What a mess.
When I read your article I
was thinking this might be
the answer to the mystery.”

Hmm, I will have to
keep on the look out for a
porcupine; you never know.

Roberta McQuaid
graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture
at the University of Mas-
sachusetts. For the last 34
years, she has held the po-
sition of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in
the subject line.

iAil' d'

Green heron

Photo by John Kunhardt

POETRY CORNER

A Day To Marry

Winding through the Met were the wedding words -
Past the quiet still figures cast in stone:
Carried by marble dancers of the light -

Thru the streets of Athens, moving along?
Coming from out an ancient school of thought -
Long as golden maidens, the age lives on.

Till, above air else, was it made out by two -
Who each repeated aloud by heart,
To sink there deep into the mystery,
Which, for thern would soon come about.-

And we rejoiced to be of the wedding party -
Our hopes for them, no longer kept down;
And those who heard, will hold it close -
Before joining in the part of springtime.
But outside! you must go - where the days run fast -
And all you.will have is your name and being young.

— Charles Barnes
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editor policy

Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length,
and guest columns between
500-800 words. No unsigned
or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require that the
person submitting the opinion
also include his or her town of
residence and home telephone
number. We must confirm
authorship prior to publication.
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or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous,
unsubstantiated allegations,
personal attacks, or defamation
of character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
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Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Journal Register welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s
election campaigns by writing letters
to the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from
local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign
issues should be sent to The Journal
Register, care of Turley Publications,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069,
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed
to journalregister@turley.com. Please
include a daytime telephone number
for verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received by
noon Monday to be considered for that
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written
by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last
edition before the election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage,
the newspaper plans to print stories
about contested races for Congress,
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election,
as well as a question-and-answer
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor
will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in
The Journal Register.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication.

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact
event coordinators and organizers for updated event times.
Have an event to promote? Email the information (in sen-
tence form and as a Word doc or plain email text — no PDFs
or flyers, please — to journalregister @ turley.com.

UPCOMING

VENDORS FOR
THE BAYSTATE WING HOSPITAL
GIFT SHOPPE

June Vendors
June 10 - How Charming
June 16 - Wicked Good Treats
June 18 - Hobbit Hollow Herbs

July Vendors
July 1 - Generations of Cookies
June 9 - Hobbit Hollow Herbs
July 15 - How Charming
July 21 - Wicked Good Treats

June 6 and 7

7th Annual Pioneer Valley wine festival. Brimfield Auc-
tion Acres, Birthplace of the world-famous Brimfield An-
tique Shows will host the 6th annual Pioneer Valley wine
festival on Saturday, June 6 and Sunday, June 7 from 12
p.m. to 5 p.m. 2026 Marks the 7th year of the Pioneer Valley
Wine and Food festival. This exciting event brings together
New England Wineries, Cideries, Distilleries, and Meade-
ries from across the Pioneer Valley and Farmers of many
sorts selling their wares.

ONGOING

WALES CHURCH FARMER’S MARKET - Located in
the church pavilion across from the post office on the corner of
Route 19 and Monson Road. We will be open every Saturday
morning from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. beginning on Memorial Day
weekend and running throughout the summer until Labor Day
weekend. We offer homemade baked goods, local honey, crafts,
flea market items, antiques, and fruits and vegetables when in
season. Vendors are welcome and there is no charge to set up a
table.

2025-2026 Drama & Dance Program Beginning September
11th and running through May on Thursdays at PHCC. Does
your child love dancing and acting? Have they always been inter-
ested but never tried? All levels and ages 5 plus welcome. (Dra-
ma students must be able to read.) Also offering Adult Hip Hop
& Lyrical Dance Classes. Students must be available for show
date in May. Date TBD. Adult class students can dance in show
or choose not to as long as requested ahead of time. Contact:
trulytorie2000 @ gmail.com for more info and to register.

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or
both. Brimfield Winery at 35 Main Street in Brimfield. Check
brimfieldwinery.com for any variations.

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2 to 4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice dif-
ferent crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. For more
information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely Rd.,
Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hiking, snow-
shoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be found in

the parking lot. For more information call 413-267-4137, email
khm @keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit keephomesteadmu-
seum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month in
the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild is
a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplishments,
from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues are $55 a
year. For more information, contact Barbara Beaulieu at 267-
4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Follow them on
Facebook for more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30 p.m.,
every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St, Monson.
Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute beginners and be-
ginners, and participants get to dance to all types of music. $10
per class. Please wear comfortable footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday at the
Palmer Library at 1455 N. Main St. Free and open to the public.
Play available board and card games or bring your own. Must
be 16 or older unless accompanied by an adult. No Registration
Required — just show up! Questions? Call 283-3691, or email
palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WINTER SEA-
SON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is located
on Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range State Park. DCR
Interpretive staff will be available for visitors. Coming in Janu-
ary, programs will also be offered to highlight the Range’s spe-
cial nature in winter, see the park web site for details.

QI GONG: Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy
Emerson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.

VOur
healtn

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

In health coverage, the details really matter

You may have seen a
recent article about a Flor-
ida woman whose health

hen it comes to
your health in-
surance, whether

After five months, her
insurer dropped her. Was it
legal for them to do that?
Yes. Did it make sense?

Her premium had been
$0, but when she dropped
her mother from the family

private or government-pro-
vided, not paying attention
to the details can be costly.
Patient advocates like me
do more than help clients in
the hospital. We also spend a
lot of time unraveling health
insurance mysteries that can
leave clients with thousands
of dollars in medical bills.

insurance, which she pur-
chased through the federal
exchange, was canceled be-
cause she was late with her
premiums — a total of five
cents.

Yes, for want of a nick-
el, she lost her insurance and
began receiving large medi-
cal bills.

policy because she had be-
come eligible for Medicare,
the premium became one
cent per month. She figured
it was a rounding error and
didn’t pay much attention to
the letters saying she might
lose her coverage because
premium payments weren’t
met.

Hardly. Her insurance has
been restored now, but she’s
still disputing the bills she
received while it was inac-
tive. Stay tuned.

I find that a lot of clients,
and people in general, don’t
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do not migrate.

Green herons inhabit
coasts and shorelines, forests
and woodlands, freshwater
wetlands, lakes, ponds, rivers
and saltwater wetlands. Their
call is a sharp “kyowk” or
“skyow.”

They nest in a wide va-
riety of situations, including
willow thickets, mangroves,
dry woods and open marsh.
The female lays three to five
pale green or blue green eggs.
Both the male and female in-
cubate the eggs which takes
19 to 21 days.

The male chooses nest-
ing territory and calls repeat-
edly from prominent perch
in tree or shrub. Displays of
male include stretching neck
forward and down and snap-
ping bill shut, pointing bill
straight upward while sway-
ing back and forth. Male and
female may perform display
flights around territory. Nest
site is usually in shrub or tree
5-30 feet above ground, but
sometimes on the ground.

It is often very close
to water, but it can be quite
distant away. The nest is a
platform of sticks. The male
begins construction, then
female builds while male
brings materials.

Both parents also feed
their young by regurgitation.
Young begin to climb about
near nest by 16-17 days after

hatching, usually make first
flight at 21-23 days.

They are fed by parents
for a few more weeks. Young
are reportedly capable of
swimming well. These her-
ons have one to two broods
per year.

These herons forage
mostly by standing still or
stalking very slowly at edge
of shallow water, waiting for
prey to approach. Sometimes
they uses bait” by dropping
a feather or small twig on
surface of water to lure fish
within striking distance.

They eat mostly small
fish, but will also eat crayfish
and other crustaceans, aquat-
ic insects, frogs and tadpoles.
Other items include grass-
hoppers, snakes, earthworms,
snails and small rodents.

Black and white warbler

My daughter, Paula, saw
a black and white warbler
by the cross country trail
at Quabbin Regional High
School last week. As the
name implies, the warbler
has black and white feathers
with black streaking on the
breast and white wing bars,
white eye line and white bel-
ly.

Red shouldered hawk

A Montgomery resident
had a red shouldered hawk in
her yard. She sent a photo of
it in flight.

Whippoorwill

I received an email on
May 15 from a Belchertown
resident. She stated, “The

Our advertisers
whippoorwill is back in my

yard again this year. The make this
calls starts around dark and publication
continue off and on till sun- .

rise. She or he perches on the pOSSlble~

roof and calls all night. It can
be very annoying as you are
trying to sleep, but I still feel
blessed or cursed.”
Common Ravens
A Brimfield couple had
common ravens in their yard

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Journal
Register

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.
This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

last month. They stated in an
email, “We mostly hear them
and sometimes see them fly-
ing over a local feature called
West Mountain that is about
1000’ elevation and runs
north/south about a half a
mile east of our house.”

They stated, “On a
Thursday a raven was in the
driveway where I throw a
seed mix daily for ground
feeders. I saw the bird from
inside the garage, my wife
saw it with binoculars from
inside the house.”

They stated, “We both
noticed the larger size, bigger
than the American Crows that
often feed in the same area.
I noticed the wedged shaped
tail when it flew away and my
wife saw larger, heavier bill
and the shaggy throat feath-

rs.” A few days later they
saw three ravens. .

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-

704 Memorial Dr.,

A5 3, T

HANNOUSH &

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

13-377-1433

10% Extra Cash
When Cashing In

TurnYour Gold Into Cash'

Chicopee

We Buy Gold in Any Condition

Is At An All-Time ngh'

25% Extra
When You Use Your

Your Towards A New Purchase
10% Off Jewelery Repairs ;s

N - Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY ot
www.hannoushma.com o

yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448,
Barre, MA 01005.

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

« Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

ROBINSON

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 . office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net
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have also been recognized at
the state level for excellence
in art.

“While these accom-
plishments are extraordinary,
what makes me most proud
to stand before you tonight is
not the awards, records, and
recognitions: it’s the char-
acter that you demonstrate
every single day,” Principal
Christopher Fontaine said.

Fontaine and the other
speakers all praised the se-
niors’ exceptional character.
They spoke of how they sup-
ported one another, celebrat-
ed each other, and impacted
their community.

“I've seen leadership,
I’ve seen welcome, I’ve seen
advocacy,”  Superintendent
Paul Foster said. “At the ath-
letic awards two weeks ago, I
watched this class celebrate
with genuine joy. They cel-
ebrated with each other, but
what struck me even more
was as I sat there I watched
you celebrate younger stu-
dents, too[...]not every senior
class does that.”

The speakers also left the
seniors with advice. President
and CEO of Monson Savings
Bank Daniel Moriarty told
them to remember that “set-
backs are temporary, come-
backs are forever.”

He wanted the class to
know that there will be strug-
gles and times they falter, but
that they will get through it
as long as they know when to
keep pushing and how to sup-
port one another.

“Failure can build resil-
ience and obstacles can reveal
strength you did not know
you had,” Moriarty said.

The class also heard sup-
port and reminiscence from
their fellow classmates. Vale-
dictorian Sophia Galarneau
and Salutatorian Brady Ron-
aldson both gave speeches at
the ceremony.

Both Galarneau and Ron-
aldson shared their gratitude
for growing up in Monson.

“My favorite thing about
growing up in a small town
is that no one really lets you
grow up alone,” Galarneau
said.

She shared how grateful
she was to know each of her
classmates personally and to
have their support as she has
made it through her time at
school.

“If you ever feel alone
there will always be this town
to call home,” Galarneau said

Ronaldson shared similar
sentiments.

“This proximity to each
other is something that no
other school around can say
that they’ve had,” Ronaldson
said. “We’ve had the chance
to form lifelong connec-
tions starting in elementary
school.”

The class also got a
chance to thank their loved
ones. Before the presentation
of diplomas, each member of
the class got to give flowers to
someone they were grateful
for.

The seniors gave flowers
to their family, friends, and
their teachers. Several stu-

—— — =

Hannah Murphy gladly hugged her mom, Jamie Murphy, after

receiving her diploma from her.

dents gave special thanks to
their class advisors, Georgia
Perreault and Nathan Pluta.

“Some of our favorite
high school memories were
made with [Perreault and Plu-
ta],” Galarneau said.

Once the students fin-
ished giving out their flowers
to their loved ones, they re-
ceived their diplomas. After
which, their vice principal.
Mary Zurawka, left them with
one last send off.

“Today is the day the rest
of your life begins,” she said.
“As you exit the risers, you
will walk towards your fu-
ture, your new chapter, your
destiny.”

Principal Christopher Fon-
taine celebrated the achieve-
ments of the graduates.

Superintendent Paul Foster
gave advice and congratu-
lations to the graduating se-
niors.

Adam Laverty shook hands with School Committee Chair Alison
Morgan and Superintendent Paul Foster as he received his

diploma.

8. Cologne

14. A place to shop

15. Minneapolis suburb

16. Single lens reflex

17. NY Mets great
Tommie

18. Informal loan clubs

20. Habitual twitching

43. One from L.A.

50. Partner to “oohed”
55. Indian musical
pattern

11. Fictional British P.I. ~ 45. After tenth 5. Nag
13. Midway between 47. Hillside 6. Blank
northeast and east 49, Red deer

fabric

56. Israeli city __ Aviv  10. Evergreen shrub 44. Worn near the foot
57. Golden peas plant genus 45. Impatient

59. Breezed through 12. Large African 46. Set an example for
60. Midway between antelope others

21. Holm oak east and southeast 14. Something you
22. Willing to consent or 61. Frameworks receive
submit 62. Danish krone 19. Satisfy
25. In an early way 63. Fall back 23. Wet dirt
30. Made possible 64. Influential Korean 24. No longer here
31. Language in Ghana leader 25. Writing utensil
32. Relating to one’s 26. Ribonucleic acid
birth CLUES DOWN 27. Consume food
33. Deep-bodied fishes 1. Bridge building 28. Licensed for Wall
38. Defunct European degree Street

2. Expression of sorrow  29. Alternative forms of

CLUES ACROSS currency
1. Egyptian bull-god 41. Small American or pity agene
5. A young canine songbird 3. Large, stocky lizard ~ 34. Buddy

4. Turkish leader title 35. We all do it

7. Closely woven cotton 39. Yearned to possess

8. A nice shot in golf 41.
9. Away from wind

36. Chicken
37. No seats available

40. Ineffectual
Explosive
42. Turkish title

47. Actor Pitt

48. Instrument of
torture

51. Swiss river

52. Grayish white

53. A way to print

54. Storied college
hoops program

58. Midway between
south and southeast

President and CEO of Monson
Savings Bank Daniel Moriarty
offered the graduates advice
based on his experiences
growing up in Monson.

Mya Bridges poses for a photo
as she receives her diploma.

NURSES: TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR
CAREER & MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

+/ Become a Private Patient Advocate
 High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule :
 Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance |

 Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

BOOK A CALL TODAY
WITH TERI FRYKENBERG

U EADVUCATE
ENTREPRENEUR

@ www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com

Turley®

L] L
N ow H W 0, Puincatich,lnc
Advertising Sales Representative

» Do you want to work in your
community helping local businesses
connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting
local journalism, which tells the
unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications is looking for an outgoing,
energetic person interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers an supplesments. The right candidate will assume

an established territory with a portfolio of customers.

» You must be a self-starter with
excellent communication and
organizational skills. Basic computer
skills are required. Previous print
sales experience is preferred

but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications isa
locally owned family business, offers a
competitive commission structure,
401k, and health plan.
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school’s Culinary Arts de-
partment. Brenda Turner, the
leader of Pathfinder’s Social
Emotional Learning Team,
said the reception reflected
the pride and excitement of
the evening.

“Our Awards Recogni-
tion Evening was a tremen-
dous success, with more than
500 parents, family members,
and loved ones joining us to
celebrate the achievements of
over 140 students,” said Su-
perintendent Eric Duda. “The
incredible turnout reflects the
strong partnership between
Pathfinder Tech and the fami-
lies we serve.”

Duda opened the cer-
emony by reflecting on the
significance of the event and
the strong support shown for
Career & Technical Educa-
tion. “When you see the gym-
nasium filled with students,
families, faculty, and admin-
istrators celebrating togeth-
er, it reinforces that student
success is truly a community
effort”, said Superintendent
Duda. “We are thankful that
our nine member towns con-
tinue to show support for
Pathfinder Tech and see the
value of Career and Technical
Education and the opportuni-
ties it creates for the youth in
our region.”

“This evening celebrat-
ed much more than awards,”
Duda said. “It recognized the
perseverance, achievement,
teamwork, and honor demon-
strated by our students every
day. These core values are at
the heart of Pathfinder Tech
and were proudly on display
throughout the event.”

The room was filled with
cheers and applause for over
an hour as students were
called up to be recognized for
their accomplishments.

N the classroom

Top Senior Athletes: Addison Doktor and Aiden Girard (center) with Superintendent Eric Duda and

Athletic Director Kevin Aldrich.

Mia Keegan received a science
award.

“Awards Night is one
of the most meaningful tra-
ditions at Pathfinder,” Duda
said, “because it celebrates
not only achievement, but
perseverance, growth, and
the commitment our students
demonstrate every day in
both academics and technical
education.”

Turner said that cele-
brating student success is a
critical part of the culture at

winner

Award Dylan
Sutherland receiving an
award from IT Instructor
Mrs. Malanson & IT Para-
professional Jake Brown.

Pathfinder Tech.

“It’s  important  and
meaningful to recognize the
outstanding effort and re-
markable work ethic that so
many of our students invest
in their studies, both in aca-
demics and in the technical
programs,” Turner said. “Cel-
ebrating achievement is the
ultimate positive outcome
when our mission, vision, and
core values all come together,

. A\

Mr. Charette, Mr. Dusza, Mrs. Anderson, and Ms. McCann with student Math award winners:

Thomas DeWitt and Quinn Richardson.

along with strong instruction-
al practice, to create so many
successful student outcomes.
Seeing our staff, students,
and families beaming with
pride really on Awards Night
really encapsulates a relevant
and meaningful high school
experience.”

“One of the things that
makes Pathfinder Tech spe-
cial is the connection we have
with our community,” Duda
said. “Seeing more than 500

parents and supporters come
together to recognize student
accomplishments was a pow-
erful reminder that student
success is truly a shared ef-
fort.”

One of the biggest
rounds of applause of the
night came for Scout, the
school’s beloved comfort
dog, who is a true fan favorite
whose presence never fails to
deliver smiles and joy.

As the ceremony con-

Submitted Photos
Superintendent Eric Duda addressed the crowded gymnasium
during Awards Night.

cluded, the hallways and
parking lot were filled with
hugs, laughter, and photos,
reflecting the pride, accom-
plishment, and sense of com-
munity that continues to de-
fine Pathfinder Tech’s annual
tradition of recognizing stu-
dent excellence.

To learn more about the
events and courses offered at
Pathfinder Tech, you can visit
their website at Pathfinder-
Tech.org.

CAMPUS
N O T E S

Lydia Julian receives award
from Nichols College

DUDLEY—Lydia Julian of Holland, MA, re-
ceived the John F. Birch Memorial Award at the Nich-
ols College annual Academic Awards Ceremony on
Tuesday, April 21. This award is given to a student who
is specializing in accounting and entering senior year
with proven academic excellence.

Gombos, of Brimfield, earns
degree from Clark University

WORCESTER—IJaiden E. Gombos, of Brimfield,
Mass., received a degree during Clark University’s
Commencement exercises on Monday, May 18. Gom-
bos graduated summa cum laude with a Bachelor of
Science in Environmental Science.

The University awarded 612 bachelor’s degrees
and 636 graduate degrees and conferred two honorary
degrees during two ceremonies; graduates represented

49 states and 69 countries.

Mudgett completes intensive
Capstone Research Project

WORCESTER—Catalina Mudgett, Palmer, Mass.
resident, and a member of the class of 2026 majoring
in Aerospace Engineering at Worcester Polytechnic
Institute (WPI), recently completed a senior thesis
that is required of all graduating seniors as part of the
university’s distinctive project-based educational ex-
perience. Catalina’s Major Qualifying Project (MQP),
a research-driven, professional-level project that chal-
lenges students to solve the kinds of problems they
would typically encounter in their professional disci-
pline, was titled “Design of a High-Volume, Low-Cost

Cruise Missile”.

“It’s inspiring to see the creativity and skills that
our students bring to these projects, as well as the pro-
fessionalism with which they present their research,”
says Arne Gericke, interim dean of undergraduate
studies and director of the Office of Undergraduate
Research. “Their experience managing a major project
like this-including identifying a problem and research-
ing all of the implications and possible solutions while
also managing team dynamics over an extended peri-
od of several months-sets them up well for success not
only in their first jobs after graduation but throughout

their careers.”

WPI’s innovative undergraduate education is
centered around project-based learning, a hands-on
approach that offers students opportunities to apply
their scientific and technical knowledge to real-world,
open-ended problems. These projects produce tangible
results that affect the quality of people’s lives, an ex-
perience that changes both the student and their world.

MHS earns state recognition as Innovation Career
Pathways School for Healthcare & Manufacturing

MONSON - Monson
Public Schools is proud to
announce that Monson High
School has been officially
recognized by the Healey-
Driscoll Administration and
the Massachusetts Department
of Elementary and Secondary
Education (DESE) as a par-
ticipating school in the state’s
Innovation Career Pathways
(ICP) initiative for both its
Medical Assisting Pathway
and Advanced Manufacturing
& Engineering Pathway.

The designation is part
of Massachusetts’ broader
Reimagining High School
initiative, which aims to bet-
ter connect students to col-
lege and career opportunities
through hands-on, real-world
learning experiences, industry
partnerships, and early college
access.

The recognition marks
a significant milestone for
Monson High School and re-
flects the district’s continued
commitment to ensuring stu-
dents in a small rural commu-
nity have access to innovative,
future-focused opportunities
that prepare them for success
in college, careers, and be-
yond.

“We want Monson stu-
dents to know that we offer
multiple innovative opportu-
nities that will prepare them
for college, careers, and life,”
said Superintendent Paul Fos-
ter. “At Monson High School,
we are reimagining what a
comprehensive high school
experience can look like by
combining strong academics,
early college opportunities,
and hands-on, career-con-
nected learning that empow-
ers students to discover their
strengths, explore their inter-
ests, and prepare for life after
graduation.”

In addition to its state-rec-
ognized Innovation Career
Pathways, Monson High
School has recently expanded
Early College opportunities
through its partnership with
Southern New Hampshire
University (SNHU). Students

now have access to 14 ap-
proved college-credit-bearing
courses, allowing them to
earn college credit while still
in high school and potential-
ly helping Monson and its
school choice families save
thousands of dollars in future
higher education costs. De-
pending on individual student
pathways and college transfer
policies, students may have
the opportunity to graduate
with up to a year of college
credit already completed.
These early college courses
are in-person courses taught at
Monson High School by MHS
teachers.

Principal Chris Fontaine
said the innovation career
pathways designation and
early college program reflect
planning, collaboration, and
commitment from educators
and district leaders.

“We are building path-
ways that help students dis-
cover their passions, gain
confidence, and see a direct
connection between their ed-
ucation and the futures they
envision for themselves,” said
Fontaine. “Watching students
become excited about their fu-
tures through these experienc-
es has been one of the most
rewarding parts of this work.”

The Medical Assisting
Pathway provides students
with  hands-on healthcare
training and clinical expe-
riences designed to prepare
them for careers in the grow-
ing healthcare field. Through
a multi-year sequence of
coursework, students develop
skills in patient care, medical
terminology, infection control,
vital signs, specimen collec-
tion, wound care, and health-
care communication while
preparing for industry-recog-
nized certifications including
Certified Nursing Assistant
(CNA), Home Health Aide
(HHA), CPR/First Aid, and
Registered Medical Assistant
(RMA). Students may also
participate in clinical place-
ments and cooperative work
experiences with regional

healthcare partners, including
opportunities connected to
Baystate Health.

The Advanced Manufac-
turing & Engineering Path-
way immerses students in
hands-on experiences focused
on engineering design, robot-
ics, automation, manufactur-
ing technologies, 3D model-
ing, and Computer Numerical
Controlled (CNC) machining.
Students apply problem-solv-
ing and technical skills
through collaborative proj-
ects, engineering coursework,
and internship or capstone op-
portunities aligned with one of
the fastest-growing industries
in Western Massachusetts.

District leaders say the
pathways are designed not
only to expand opportuni-
ties for students, but also to
strengthen long-term educa-
tional, workforce, and com-
munity partnerships through-
out the region while helping
students graduate with valu-
able real-world experience
and career-ready skills.

“Partnerships  between
schools and healthcare orga-
nizations are essential to de-
veloping the next generation
of healthcare professionals,”
said Karli Barett, President
and Chief Operating Officer
of Baystate Wing Hospital.
“As both a health and eco-
nomic pillar in our region, we
are proud to support opportu-
nities that give students early
exposure to healthcare careers
while helping them build
valuable skills, confidence,
and real-world experience.
Investing in students today
helps strengthen the future of
healthcare and our communi-
ties for years to come.”

For students, these path-
ways are already helping
transform curiosity and am-
bition into confidence about
what comes next.

Yerriel Gonzalez, a fresh-
man participating in Mon-
son High School’s Advanced
Manufacturing & Engineering
Pathway, said the hands-on
experiences and career-con-

nected learning opportunities
available through the program
have already helped him think
more seriously about future
career possibilities.

“This is a really great
program for Monson High
School, and I'm excited
to continue learning more
through it,” said Gonzalez.
“I’'m interested in a future in
engineering and construction,
and I’'m looking forward to
working with the CNC ma-
chines and gaining valuable
skills that can help me in the
future.”

Monson Public Schools
plans to celebrate the desig-
nation with a community and
media event on Wednesday,
June 3, 2026, at 12:30 p.m. at
Monson High School, located
at 55 Margaret Street in Mon-
son, Massachusetts. The event
will be held in the Medical
Assisting Innovation Career
Pathways classroom and is
expected to include remarks
from local leaders, students,
educational and workforce
partners, along with oppor-
tunities for media interviews,
photography, and pathway
showcases highlighting stu-
dent learning experiences.

“This is an exciting mo-
ment not only for Monson
High School, but for our en-
tire community,” Foster add-
ed. “The Reimagining High
School initiative has chal-
lenged schools across Mas-
sachusetts to think differently
about preparing students for
the future, and we are proud
for Monson High School to be
part of that vision.”

The designation reflects
what is possible when edu-
cators, families, community
partners, and students work
together to create meaningful
opportunities for young peo-
ple.

For more information
about Monson High School’s
Innovation Career Pathways,
Early College opportunities,
and student programming,
visit: ~ www.monsonschools.
com/mbhs.
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agement suddenly sparked
phrases like that’s unrealistic,
or you should be more prac-
tical. You can’t land that job,
you can’t go pro, you can’t be
the change you want to see in
the world. We live in a society
that values uniformity over
uniqueness, with statistics
ruling above all.”

“You should never have
to shrink your dreams in or-
der to fit someone else’s idea
as possible,” Roy continued.
“Standing up here today, I
hope to have made my friends
and family proud, but most
importantly, I hope to have
proved a girl in sixth grade
who believed she couldn’t do
a whole lot wrong with this
achievement. So, to the class
of 2026, whether you want to
pursue your dreams in arts,

academics, or athletics, nev-
er be afraid to want more for
yourself, and understand you
deserve far more success and
happiness than you think you
do.”

The School Committee
Address was then presented
by Committee Chair Bonny
Rathbone, who was followed
by the distribution of the di-
plomas.

“We are confident that
you will bring your strength,
perseverance, and commit-
ment into the next chapter of
your lives,” Rathbone said.
“This chapter may be done,
but the story, your story, is
not over.”

After a performance of
the school song, the Class
of 2026 was released from
the auditorium and into the
world, having entered as high
school seniors, and leaving as
proud high school graduates.

A proud family celebrated the graduation of Kaaden Seguin
(center), Kylie Woodworth, Arthur Seguin, True Bernal, and
Betsy Seguin.

The Stafford family took a picture outside the school, (from left)

Grace, Colin, and Taryn.
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As each student was called
up, Principal North handed
them their diploma and gave
them a hug before sending
them on their way.

Anthony Espinosa (center) celebrated his graduation with Athena

and Molly Soynahang.

A

AN\ ﬂ :

For their Senior Class song, students belted out “Landslide” by Fleetwood Mac.

Posing around Gabby Bruttaniti (center), Sam Bruttaniti, Terri Parsons, Kylie, age 10, Bryton Coffey,

Jennifer Kinney, Stephanie McCaughey, and Mary Parsons.

THOUSANDS OF CASES BEHIND US.
ONE PRIORITY BEFORE US: YOU.

Thousands of cases mean thousands of insights shared across our system.
So when you arrive, you step into care that's already informed, already

focused on what matters most: getting it right for you.

‘ Baystate
= Health

THE PRECISION
YOU NEVER SEE

Class President Kelsey Coyle
read the welcome address at
the beginning of the ceremony.

Superintendent Matthew
Francis applauded the gradu-
ating students who are mov-
ing on to two- or four-year
colleges.

Principal Sue North emceed
the event and announced
each of the speakers.

School Committee Chair Bon-
ny Rathbone
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BASEBALL

Palmer
baseball
finishes
regular
season

PALMER - The
Palmer High School base-
ball team was not success-
ful in this year’s Western
Massachusetts Class D
Tournament, but they were
able to score a pair of wins
in non-playoff action.

The Panthers defeat-
ed neighboring rival Mon-
son High School 13-3 on
Wednesday, May 20, and
followed that the very next
day with an 11-2 win over
local rival Pathfinder Tech
in a makeup game under
the lights at Legion Field.

In the win over Mon-
son, Sebastian Mayberry
gave the Panthers a big
boost with a complete
game win, throwing just
86 pitches and allow-
ing two earned runs on
five hits. He walked four
and struck out five while
Palmer’s offense helped
get the game over with in
five innings by the mercy
rule. Dylan Holbrook had
three this and two RBI
while Brendan Hess had
two hits and four RBI in
the victory.

Palmer, with a 12-7
record, earned the right
to enter the Division 5
state tournament this year
and was scheduled for a
Western Mass. matchup
to open, making the trip
to Northfield to take on
Pioneer Valley Regional
High School last Mon-
day. Highlights from that
matchup will be in next
week’s edition.

Kendall Bodak, of Monson, sends a free kick away. -

SOFTBALL

Monson softball wins
state playoff opener

MONSON - Last Sunday 255 i
afternoon, the Monson High : ' ron?
School softball team opened
up the Division 5 State Tour-
nament with a big 7-0 shutout
of Rockport High School.
Chelsea Hull pitched and hit
Monson to a win with a com-
plete game, three-hitter plus
three hits on offense along
with two runs scored and
an RBI. Cali Zielinski con-
tributed three hits and three
runs scored, and Grace Berry
turned in three RBI. Monson,
now 15-7, was scheduled to
face Tahanto earlier this week
in the Round of 16.

Audrey Gregoire
makes the catch
in the outfield.

e

O 0 s e e
Chelsea Hull sends a pitch away.

|

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Noella Parker slings a throw over to first.

Kayleigh Lukasik
sends a pass
I away.

-
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HEATING

Sam Breton clears
the ball away.

SOCCER

. Mutiny battles Hartford
'\ to scoreless draw

LUDLOW - On Friday, feated the Worcester Wander-
May 22, the New England ers and had a defeat against
Mutiny battled the Hartford the Hudson Valley Crusad-
Athletic to a scoreless tie. The ers. More on the Mutiny and
Mutiny is now 1-1-1 on the their new challenges in next
season. They previously de- week’s edition.

Nadia Cassmajor sends a pass away.
Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Se-Hanna

= Mars fights
o "Ex for the ball.
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Alete of Uhe Week

Cali Zielinski
Monson High School

The Monson player had three hits and three RBI

in the state playoff opener for Monson softball.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week,
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to
gscibelli@turley.com.
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fall to NEFC

LUDLOW - On a very rainy evening, the turf
was not kind to the Western Mass. Pioneers as
they fell at home against NEFC 4-2. The Pioneers,
which have a lot of new players on the roster this
season, fell to a disappointing 1-2 on the short reg-
ular season. The Pioneers had another home game
scheduled during the weekend, and were in action
on the road against Black Rock FC. The Pioneers
are on a lengthy road trip and are not playing at
home until Friday, June 19.
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Valley Blue Sox ready
for the 2026 season

HOLYOKE - The Valley
Blue Sox return for the 2026
season after finishing last sea-
son at 20-22 record. Despite
narrowly missing out on the
playoffs, The Blue Sox ended
the season on a high note with
a dominant 23-1 win against
the Upper Valley Nighthawks
in July. The Blue Sox will
open up their season June 4
against the Newport Gulls at
home.

The Gulls are coming out
of the gates as Regular Sea-
son Divisional Champions,
after posting a 29-15 record
in 2025. The teams last met
on a rainy July day in Rhode
Island, where The Blue Sox
pulled off a 6-5 comeback
win in extra innings.

“Regardless of who we
have out there ... [it’s] just
creating that kind of sense of
urgency from the beginning
.. and you want to certainly
make a good first impres-
sion,” head coach John Raiola
said. “Play hard and compete,
that’s really what I ask every
day, no matter what ... [and]
that starts on June 4.”

Raiola returns as head
coach of the Blue Sox after
five seasons in the front of-
fice as the team’s director of
baseball operations. Follow-
ing the departure of former
head coach Endy Morales in
pursuit of the Banana Ball
League, Raiola returns to a
team that he coached to back
to back NECBL champion-
ships in 2017 and 2018.

Returning to the same

Jaiden Williams makes his
way up the field.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Ben Alexander gets ready to clear the ball.

Saturday, June 6th
7pm-11pm

The Loose Knit Whits

Michael Gouvin sends a pass
away.

coaching job he first stepped
into 11 years ago, one of Rai-
ola’s top priorities is to put a
team on the field that is ready
to compete.

“It’s not just summer
ball,” Raiola said. “It’s an
opportunity for you to put
your best foot forward and
show that you, in basically an
all-star league, can compete
against the best throughout all
over the country, and show up
and do it every single day.”

The Blue Sox offense
ranked in the top of the NEC-
BL last season but the pitch-
ing staff struggled, finishing
with a team ERA of 4.93, the
eighth best in the league. Rai-
ola, who served as a pitching
coach at Western New En-
gland University and in the
Cape Cod Baseball League
with the Yarmouth-Dennis
Red Sox, seeks to heighten
the threat of Valley’s arms.

“One thing that’s really
important for us, and that I tell
[the players] ... is that they
leave better than they came,”
Raiola said. “... You should
have something that you
know that you need to do and
that you don’t do particularly
well and we should be work-
ing towards solving ... so that
when you leave, you leave
better than we found you.”

Raiola spent the 2015-
2019 seasons as head coach
of the Blue Sox, and has been
the head coach of the Elms
College baseball team since
2020, where he’s posted a 94-
120 record.

Raiola is no stranger to
NECBL titles. Prior to his
time in Holyoke, Raiola won
a championship as a part of
the Newport Gulls coaching
staff in 2009, another with the
Keene Swampbats in 2011,
and made a championship
appearance with the Sanford
Mainers in 2014.

Raiola  has  exciting
names to work with this sum-
mer from all over the country.

Returning for the Blue
Sox is infielder Michael Elko.
Elko suited up for Valley in
39 games last season, tally-
ing 165 plate appearances.
The Texas native earned 30
runs with 34 hits and finished
the season off with a 0.252
batting average. A senior at
the University of Richmond,
Elko’s college season ended
with 52 starts and was named
the Atlantic 10 Baseball Play-
er of the Week back in March.

Incoming Blue Sox
shortstop Anthony Grabau
has made headlines in his ju-
nior season at Fordham Uni-
versity. In 2026, he hit for a
303 batting average across
218 at bats, posting a 911
OPS, a promising left-hand-
ed bat. Grabau finished with

nine home runs and 38 RBI
and earned a spot on Baseball
America’s College Team of
the Week on April 21 at short-
stop after an 11-for-21 week
where he hit for the cycle.
Grabau has been a defensive
anchor at shortstop, starting
all 55 games in the position
and posting a .946 fielding
percentage.

Behind the dish, junior
Jacob Dilley has had a mon-
ster year at the University of
North Carolina Greensboro.
In 50 games, Dilley has hit
for a .325 batting average,
recorded a .960 OPS, left the
yard for 10 home runs and
recorded 38 RBI. Dilley has
spent less time behind the
plate in 2026 but has moved
around the field for UNCG,
making appearances in the
outfield and first base in addi-
tion to his catching duties.

Junior Gavin Degnan
brings a solid bat to the Val-
ley outfield from the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. Degnan
drove in 41 over 42 games
which led his team, and had
a .306 batting average and a
.898 OPS to go with it. Deg-
nan went deep for seven home
runs and at times was a threat
on the basepaths, swiping 14
bags.

Raiola has also assem-
bled a diverse bullpen with a
wide range of arms. Coming
from UMass Lowell, Jake Le-
Francois posted a 2.03 ERA
on a little over 11 innings
pitched for the Riverhawks,
emerging with potential to
be a reliable arm for the Blue
Sox. Right-handed pitcher
Dylan Reid brings some more
experience on the mound,
logging nearly 60 innings
pitched with a 3.77 ERA for
Brown University. Averaging
4.9 innings pitched per game
for the Bears in 2026, Reid
profiles as a durable arm and
can compete deep into out-
ings.

Returning to the mound
for Valley is Justin Master-
alexis. A Western Massachu-
setts native, the left-handed
pitcher logged over 19 innings
for UMass Amherst this past
season. Masteralexis struck
out 19 batters for the Minute-
men and earned Atlantic 10
All-Rookie Team honors back
in 2024.

“It’s not just about pick-
ing the best players and the
stats and all that, it’s about
getting the right guys,” Rai-
ola said. “[Seeing] how they
mesh together, pull for each
other and show up every sin-
gle day.

The Blue Sox will kick
off their 2026 season on June
4 at Mackenzie Stadium in
Holyoke. First pitch is set for
6:30 p.m.

413.283.8393 ¢ classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware

Saturday, June 20th

Caboodle

Upcoming

7pm-11pm

EVERY FRIDAY

Karaoke

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Wise Guys

MUSICAL BINGO

7:30-9pm

EVERY SUNDAY

DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW

5:30pm e All Welcome

948 Main Street, Warren, MA « 413-436-8491
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United Methodist Church to
host chicken parmesan dinner

MONSON - Chicken
psarmesan dinner on Sat-
urday, June 13, at Mon-
son-Glendale United Meth-
odist Church.

Take-out orders and
dining at the church are
available.

Reservations are sug-
gested, deadline for order-
ing is June 11.

Call 413-267-5207 to
place your order.

Meal includes Chicken
Parmesan, Baked Potato,
Corn, Garden Salad, Roll,

Ice Cream Brownie Sun-
dae.

Price is $20 for adults
and $10 for children.

Come enjoy some
mouth-watering homemade
treats.

HEALTH 1 from page 5

really understand the terms
of their policies, which
leads to insurance denials,
insurance appeals or, in this
case, loss of coverage.

No matter if your
health coverage comes
through an employer, an
ACA exchange, Medicare
or Medicare Advantage,
you have to pay attention
or risk large medical bills.

What do I mean by
paying attention? Here are
some tips that may keep
you out of hot water.

Read and understand
your policy

This means under-
standing what medical ser-
vices are (and are not) cov-
ered, what premiums are
due each month, what your
deductibles and copays are,
and what your annual out-
of-pocket maximums are.

Insurance companies
must use “clear and unam-
biguous” language in their
policies, and any ambiguity
is typically interpreted in
favor of the policyholder.
However, insurance poli-
cies often contain complex
and ambiguous language
that can be difficult for you
to understand, which may
lead to disputes over cov-
erage.

If you have questions
about your policy, talk to
your human resources de-
partment or call the com-
pany directly. Keep notes
about who you spoke to
and when and what they
said.

Open the mail!

Pay attention to what

your insurance compa-

ny is sending you, even if
you think you know what’s
in the envelope. It may be
an explanation of benefits
(EOB), a bill or even, in the
case of the Florida woman,
a notice that her premiums
weren’t up to date.

There’s a reason the
companies print “important
insurance information” on
the outside of the envelope.

Use the insurance

company portal

You don’t have to wait
for mail. Your policy is
available to read in the cus-
tomer portal, and claims
usually show up pretty
quickly. It will tell you if
your premiums are up to
date, how your claim was
paid (or not) and what the
appeals process in. Check
in with the portal regularly.

Is the doctor

in your network?

Medicare Advantage
plans, which are HMOs,
keep a network of approved
providers. If your primary
doctor is referring you to a
specialist, your first stop is
the list of network provid-
ers on the insurance web-
site.

If the info on the web-
site is wrong or outdated,
you’ll be on the hook for
payment. Call the doctor’s
office to make sure they ac-
cept your insurance.

Pay attention to prior au-
thorizations and referrals

Some insurers require
a referral from the prima-
ry provider if you have to
see a specialist. Original
Medicare doesn’t have this
requirement. Prior authori-
zation may also be required
for certain procedures or

tests, or for certain medi-
cations. Missing a prior au-
thorization is a major rea-
son claims are denied and
patients end up with full
liability.
If a claim is denied,
don’t panic

A claim may be denied
because the person who
submitted the claim mis-
spelled your name, gave a
wrong member ID number
or used the incorrect diag-
nostic code. You won’t be
able to review the claim
submission, but if you do
get a denial or the cover-
age isn’t what you expect-
ed, call the doctor’s office
and ask them to review the
claim for errors. You can
also call on the services of
a patient advocate.

A popular phrase since
the late 1800s is “the devil
is in the details.” And those
details can make or break
your insurance coverage.

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, R.N., a registered
nurse and board-certi-
fied patient advocate, is
the founder of www.Nur-
seAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medical
professionals to become
successful private patient
advocates. A Monson, MA
resident, she is the author
of “How to Be a Health-
care Advocate for Yourself
& Your Loved Ones” and
her new book, “Advocating
Well: Strategies for Find-
ing Strength and Under-
standing in Health Care,”
available at Amazon.com.
Contact her at Teri@Nur-
seAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com to set up a free phone
consultation.

Saving for Retirement:

Are You Guessing or Planning?

Let’s say you dream of spending your retirement mornings on
a warm beach, coffee in hand, waves rolling in. To get there, you
had a simple plan: save $1 million and buy the beach house you
always wanted.

But when retirement arrives, reality hits. After accounting for
keeping your current home, everyday expenses and health care, $1
million doesn't stretch as far as you thought, and the beach house
remains a dream. The problem wasn't your discipline — it was that
your number was never really your number. It was arbitrary, not
anchored to what your ideal retirement would actually cost.

How can you make sure your retirement number is right for
you?

A solid savings goal starts with a clear picture of the retirement
you want. Think through where you plan to live, whether you'll
keep your current home or downsize, how much you plan to travel,
if you'll help children and grandchildren financially and what
health care might cost you later in life. Build a realistic monthly
budget, then multiply by 12 months to find your annual need.
Adjust this amount for inflation until the first year of retirement.

Then, multiply that figure by 25 to get a sense of how
much may be needed to save. It's a formula based on the idea
of withdrawing 4% annually from your savings, assuming you
retire in your mid-60s. If you need $60,000 a year, your target is
around $1.5 million. You may need more or less depending on your
lifestyle, health, unexpected expenses, Social Security benefits and
other income. No single rate or strategy will work for everyone. A
financial advisor can help you determine your number and strategy.

Once you know your target, the path forward becomes clearer.
Here are a few tips for next steps:

Start early. The sooner you begin saving, the more time
compound interest has to work in your favor. Small amounts set
aside automatically each paycheck have the opportunity to grow
significantly over decades.

Live below your means. Spending less than you earn is one of
the most powerful wealth-building habits. When your income rises,
save and invest the difference instead of upgrading your lifestyle.

Keep your debt under control. Since credit cards and other
high-interest debt can slow your progress, pay off balances
monthly when possible.

Invest consistently. If your employer offers a 401(k), aim to
contribute at least 10%-15% of your salary, and increase your
contributions after every raise. If you max out your 401(k), a
traditional IRA or Roth IRA may offer additional tax-advantaged
growth (eligibility and contribution limits apply).

Boost your income when you can. Develop new skills, ask for
a raise or explore a side income. Every extra dollar saved moves
you closer to your goal.

The difference between a retirement you love and one full
of compromises often comes down to the planning you do today.
Know your real number, build a solid plan and get the right help
along the way.

www.edwardjones.com Member SPIC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Puplic safety

Monson Fire Logs

Monson Fire Department
log for the week of May 25
through May 31, 2026. The
department responded to 22
EMS calls and 5 Fire calls.

On Wednesday, May 27
at 7:04 p.m. the department
responded to 19 Stafford
Road for the public assist.
The department returned to
service at 7:22 p.m.

On Thursday, May 28 at

6:54 p.m. the department re-
sponded to 56 Waid road for
the public assist. The depart-
ment returned to service at
7:35 p.m.

On Friday, May 29 at
10:15 a.m. the department
responded to 268 Palmer
Road for the smoke detectors
sounding. The department re-
turned to service at 10:30 a.m.

On Saturday, May 30

at 9:47 a.m. the department
responded to the area of 41
Hovey Road for the tree on
wires. The department re-
turned to service at 10:08 a.m.

On Sunday, May 31 at
3:11 a.m. the department re-
sponded to 221 Munn Road
for the smoke and C.O de-
tectors sounding. The depart-
ment returned to service at
3:40 a.m.

Palmer Police Logs

Sunday, May 17
6:26 a.m. — Summons —
Andrew Joseph Bucior, 38,
charged with driving an unin-
sured motor vehicle, driving
an unregistered motor vehi-
cle, and a number plate vio-
lation.
10:15 am. - Burglar
alarm, Park St.
10:40 a.m. — Motor vehi-
cle accident, Main St.
2:51 p.m. — Motor vehi-
cle accident, Thorndike St.
4:57 pm. - Burglar
alarm, Sykes St.
6:14 p.m. — Motor vehi-
cle accident, Ware St.
Monday, May 18
1:05 a.m. — Noise com-
plaint, Beacon Dr.
9:58 a.m. — Fire alarm,
Main St.
3:11 p.m. — Breaking and
entering residence, Foster St.
8:10 p.m. — Assault and
battery, Main St.
9:13 p.m. — Motor vehi-
cle accident, Ware St.
Tuesday, May 19
8:36 am. - Trespass
complaint, Main St.
8:44 a.m. — Animal com-
plaint, Main St.
8:50 a.m. — Drug/narcot-
ics violation, Park St.
9:38 a.m. — Fire, Alden

St.

10:21 a.m. - Animal
complaint, Riverview Pkwy

11:23 a.m. — Motor vehi-
cle accident, summons, Kar-
en Sue Skowyra, 66, charged
with negligent operation of a
motor vehicle and failure to
stop or yield

12:22 p.m. — Fire alarm,
Sykes St.

2:27 p.m. — Fire alarm,
Palmer Rd.

4:07 p.m. — Animal com-
plaint, Main St.

4:51 pm. -
alarm, Blanchard St.

5:44 p.m. — Motor vehi-
cle accident, Stafford St.

9:01 p.m. — Animal com-
plaint, Springfield St.

Wednesday, May 20

7:43 a.m. — Fire/gas leak,
Pine St.

Burglar

9:49 am. - Fraud,
Church St.
10:15 a.m. — Animal

complaint, Breckenridge St.

10:46 a.m. — Animal
complaint, Breckenridge St.

1:36 p.m. — Illegal dump-
ing, Jim Ash St.

5:50 p.m. — Fire alarm,
Pleasant St.

Thursday, May 21

6:32 a.m. — Animal com-
plaint, Mt. Dumplin Rd.

6:56 a.m. — Suspicious
person, Shearer St.

7:31 a.m. — Motor vehi-
cle accident, Shearer St.
8:38 a.m. — Suspicious
vehicle, Caroline Cir.
9:50 a.m. — Suspicious
vehicle, Main St.
11:05 a.m. — Weapons Vvi-
olation, Sykes St.
5:37 p.m. — Fire alarm,
Shearer St.
6:37 p.m. — Trespass
complaint, Vaile St.
10:06 p.m. — Noise com-
plaint, N. Main St.
10:32 p.m. — Animal
complaint, N. Main St.
Friday, May 22
6:10 a.m. — Animal com-
plaint, High St.
7:33 a.m. — Motor vehi-
cle accident, Wright St.
10:49 a.m. — Fire alarm,
Wright St.
3:12 p.m. — Animal com-
plaint, Boston Rd.
3:36 p.m. — Animal com-
plaint, Main St.
6:55 p.m. — Motor vehi-
cle accident, Central St.
Saturday, May 23
1:29 p.m. — Arrest, Aaron
Davenport, 33, was arrested
on a warrant.
7:18 p.m. — Suspicious
vehicle, Bridge St.
8:38 p.m. — Fire/gas leak,
Springfield St.

Submit news and photos to The Journal Register at
journalregister@turiey.com

Mourton

Insurance Agency

Our Family Cares About Your Family.
HOME — AUTO — BUSINESS— LIFE

What credits and discounts do you qualify for?
We invite you to stop in or call for a quote.

1’ A Trucordia Business

Very Competitive Rates * Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing
Moulton Insurance is proud of its family tradition of serving both individuals and businesses

since 1952. Protecting clients thr

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082
413-967-3327

A Litktle girl
A Little bo

Massachusetts, M
policies to maximize your credits and give your family and business our most competitive rates.

Mowms & Dads
table! AND, you won't be helping
a CEOQ buy o 3rd vacation home..

SHOP LOCAL'

Insurance individually tailors

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com ¢ 1-800-521-5787

A
7; Safety Insurance’

AUTO « HOME « BUSINESS

REMEMBER!

When You Bu,j From A

SMALL BUSINESS
YOU'RE HELPING

get dance lessons!

get his keam jersey!
ut food 2

on the

AR
ONEY

CHANTEL BLEAU

ACCOUNTING
SERVICES

For Full Accounting,
Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Call For An Appointment

228 WEST STREET
WARE, MA 01082

Edward Jones

Lucille
Germain

1448 Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069

413-289-1875
/ lucille.germain@edwardjones.com

Member SPIC > edwardjones.com
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.

Call (508) 882-0178

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

HOHNER VERDI Ill. Red 120 Bass Pia-
no Accordian. 3/5 reeds, full size keyboard.
5/3 switches. New condition. Bargain!
$1475. 413-583-3740.

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches,
Musical instruments, typewriters,
sewing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military,
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans,
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

JUNK REMOVAL

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2***xxxxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046—A)

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

Call us ot 413.283.8393

LAWN & GARDEN

A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow
your own. Call for appointment, fair and
reasonable rates. Suburban residential
only. 413-626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC

formerly (Luis Arroyo licensed electrician)
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Service upgrades, pools,
budget friendly, committed to satisfaction,
dependable & insured. Master Lic. #20773-
A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text or call Dan-
iel at 413-218-3301 or visit my website
at dannyselectricllc.com to fill an on-
line work request.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing  Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552/

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.
FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

AUTO
MOTORCYCLES

1992 HARLEY SPORTSTER, new
brakes, chain, sprockets, clutch, battery,
tires, starter. 27K miles. Ready to go. $2900
or best offer. 508-867-2647/774-757-
8400

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,
1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

avd |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

\
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A NR

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 1 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 2 | 28 | 24 s
2 sasgfics | 26 Basgfuce | 27 sasgfrce| 28 B s
29 | 30 EE R e
3 i | 34 | 3 "l | 38 "
37 | 38 | i 40 et
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QaVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv
Amount of charge: Date:

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

HEALTH CARE

Holyoke Health Center, Inc. has a
position available in Holyoke, MA for a
BE/BC (Board Eligible or
Board Certified) Pediatrician
to provide medical care and treatment to in-
fants, children, and adolescents. Diagnose
and treat various medical conditions, con-
duct examinations, prescribe medications,
administer vaccinations, and offer guidance
on child health and development. Salary

range is $208,000 to $250,000 per year.
Minimum Requirements: M.D. or D.O. or
foreign equivalent + BE/BC (Board Eligible
or Board Certified) in Pediatrics.
Apply to: resumes@hhcinc.org
using ID: PD25DD.

FOR RENT

APT. FOR RENT: 826 EAST STREET,
LUDLOW. 2 BR,, 1-1/2 bath, kitchen, di-
nette, LR. Applications required. For more
information, please call 413-583-3097.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

i

Buying?
Selling?

Subscribe Today!

Turley%

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Obituaries

Ruth P. Pikul

1925-2026 r'-'* W daughter  May,
e and her husband
PALM - . Paul Blando; her
ER/BERRIAN ') sister,  Dorothy
SPRINGS, MI - Raymond; eight
Ruth Phylis (Ack- grandchildren;
ley) Pikul, recently twenty-five great
of Berrien Springs, grandchildren;
Michigan,  passed i and ten great-
away on May 24, . great grandchil-
2026, at the age of dren.

101, surrounded by

the love of her fami-

ly. She was born of February
25, 1925, in Monson Mas-
sachusetts, to Gladys Irene
(Partelo) Ackley and Wilis
Samuel Ackley. Ruth was
preceded in death by her hus-
band, Edward Joseph Pikul
(1972), her daughter Mary
Ann Postema (2024), and
her sisters, Alice Stockman,
Helen Pikul, Lois Carrier,
Shirley Laviolette and Glad-
ys Hannum. She is survived
by her daughter Jane, and
her husband Jim Markle; her

Ruth married

Edward Jooseph

Pikul in 1948, and together
they raised their family in
Palmer, Massachusetts. Ruth
was a devoted Christian, at-
tending services and teach-
ing Sunday School at Faith
Baptist Church of Palmer for
two decades, and later be-
coming a member and regu-
lar attender of Highland Hills
Baptist Church in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. Faith was
central to who she was, and
Ruth lived out her beliefs by
joyfully serving others with

The Journal Register

OBITUARY POLICY

obits@turley.com.

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name
of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries
should be submitted through a funeral home to:

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References

¢ Hazardous Tree Removal
¢ Bohcat Work

¢ Lot Clearing

¢ Emergency Services

* Firewood $285/cord _
* 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR |
¢ Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

¢ 100% Workers Compensation ¢ 60 Ton Crane

H: 508-867-6119 < C: 978-888-1693

love, warmth, and humility.
Ruth Phylis Pikul will
be remembered by her family
and friends for her steadfast
faith, her loving nature, and
the many ways she blessed
her family and community.
Her life was a beautiful re-
flection of devotion to God,
dedication to family, and
kindness toward others.
Ruth was laid to rest
next to her husband on June
2, 2026. A graveside ser-
vice was held at 11 a.m. at
the family gravesite in Oak
Knoll Cemetery in Palmer,
Massachusetts. A memorial
service was held at High-
land Hills Baptist Church in
Grand Rapids Michigan on
June 3, 2026, at 11 a.m.
Lombard Funeral Home
of Monson has been entrust-
ed with the arrangements.
For online condolences
please visit www.lombardfu-
neralhome.com.

DEATH NOTICES

Peter Emerson Geer
Died Dec. 14, 2025
Service June 5, 2026
Beers & Story Palmer
Funeral Home

Ruth P. Pikul

Died May 24, 2026
Services June 2, 2026
Lombard Funeral Home

Visit us at

WWW.

turley

.COMm

LOWER PBIGES
10 BOOS

YOUR BUDGET’
USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

ASSORTED PORK

Peter Emerson Geer

Born June 14, 1958, de-
parted this life peacefully on
December 14, 2025. Though
he is now gone, Peter lives on
in the hearts and memories
of his friends, family, and all
whose lives he touched.

Peter had a rare gift for
making everyone feel wel-
come and deeply valued. He
could brighten any room with
his quiet wisdom, his quick
wit, or one of the thoughtful
quips he so often shared on
the chalkboard outside his
home-words that reflected his
humor, insight, and generous
spirit.

Peter is survived by his
cherished daughter, Taylor
Stover, and her husband, Ed-
die, with whom he spent many
joyful days on Block Island.
He was especially blessed
by the arrival of his beloved
granddaughter, Ryland, who
lovingly knew him as “Gram-
pa.” He is also survived by his
siblings, Stanton Geer, David
Geer, Nancy Cole, and Susan
Shea.

A dedicated profession-
al, Peter enjoyed a successful
career as an industrial region-
al manager, bringing passion
and integrity to his work with

Warren Pumps and
Weir Specialty
Group. He took
great pride in his
career, especial-
ly cherishing op-
portunities when
business travel al-
lowed him to see
different parts of
the world along-
side his favorite
travel partner-his
daughter, Taylor.

After retiring, Peter re-
turned to his entrepreneur-
ial roots, having previously
founded and operated his own
landscaping company. This
experience led him to a new
calling as the leader of the
garden section at Home De-
pot, where he deepened his
love of planting and found joy
in helping others discover and
cultivate their own apprecia-
tion for gardening.

Peter was a proud and
devoted member of his com-
munity and found deep fulfill-
ment in helping others-espe-
cially when it meant lending a
hand to a neighbor in need. He
was also a proud member of
The Sons of Amvets in Three
Rivers, Massachusetts. Above

all, Peter embraced
life fully and enthu-
siastically. He found
joy in golfing, skiing,
fishing, and reading,
and was a devoted an-
imal lover who shared
his life with many
dogs over the years.
Each was a cher-
ished companion who
brought him immea-
surable happiness.

To honor Peter
and his lifelong commitment
to community, donations in
his memory may be made to
the Mary D Fund of Block
Island, the Block Island Com-
munity and the good work
the Mary D Fund does was a
cause close to his heart. In lieu
of flowers, the family kindly
asks that contributions be sent
to the address below. No do-
nation is too small, and all are
deeply appreciated. The Mary

D Fund, PO Box 323, Block
Island, RI 02807.
A graveside  service

will be held on Friday, June
5, 2026 at 11 a.m. at Four
Corners Cemetery in Three
Rivers, MA. Beers & Story
Palmer Funeral Home was en-
trusted with the arrangements.

Benches

Statues
Plot Maintenance
On-Site Lettering “* Restorations

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family
Custom Design Work

Cleaning “ Markers

Cemetery Signage

Monuments
Bronze Plaques

201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 < www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com
413-589-7564 Office

413-589-7588 Fax

413-531-5360

Vases
Granite Signs

Subscribe to The Journal Register online at
journalregister.turley.com
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LOIN CHOPS.........onsussssnssen

PRICES IN RED

= <! ARE AT OR BEL

¢ LAST YEAR’S PRICE
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS/SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 1015 606, 2210

<

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .....

USDA INSP. FRESH

BONELESS PORK

SIRLOIN CUTLETS...ooussssnsse

S22 i oNeLEss
BEEF TENDERLOIN '\ uspa INsP. FRESH
$139\ c 51998 ) CHOKENDRUNSTICKS o.5.0ic.. £ 115

USDA INSP. FROZEN PEPPERIDGE FARM

CHOCOLATE FUDGE
{201 R —

USDA INSP.
FROZEN BEEF

$939
2Ib 3

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

TURKEY BREAST - ve” S 449

BACK RIBS

USDA INSP. FROZEN POPEYE’S

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR STORE

PROVOLONE CHEESE.....sususien

USDA INSP. STOREMADE KABOBS WITH VEGGIES

BEEFSG P2 [ CHICKENSH 92

5279

3 PIEROGIES ceesespomaro a9
4'b SN POTATO & SOUR CREAM 13 0Z sssssssssssssn
GROUND FRESH DALY\ USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA 99
80% LEAN SNOW CRAB CLUSTERS ... > D%
GROUND BEEF ;7 SEETYYISTRONIISIE] *hvocade St

USDA INSP. CUT IN STORE

BONE-IN HAM STEAKS ..vusuivs

413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

HOURS: won. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6  Fri. 8-6 * Sat. 8-3

BUY DIRECT FOR

399

SALE DATES:
6/4/26-6/10/26

SAVINGS  SELECTION » SERVICE

Nobody dreams
of having
multiple sclerosis

the BIG

DEALS BETTER tuan

TWIN: $199 /

(REG. $299)

Some dreams are universal:

G.E. STOVE

hitting a ball over the Green
Monster; winning the World
Series with a grand slam in
the bottom of the ninth inning.
Finding out you have have MS
is not one of them.

Multiple sclerosis is a =
devastating disease of the

STORES! Wl

life - and changes lives forever.

To help make the dream
of ending MS come true, A
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us
online at nationalmsscociety.org. A

VISA|Z

TARIE RICAN
EXPRESS!

National
Multiple Sclerosis
Society

Box : il[fj 'A]:“-ﬂ :

w/AIR FRY

REG. $899.99

o 699,99

FREEZER

REG. $699.99

central nervous system *499.99
where the body’s immune AMO AKER LG WASHER
system attacks the insulation 11ditl : 5 OR DRYER
surrounding the nerves. It YTt RN e e
strikes adults in the prime of g 5 ' ’

: *1,399.99

DISCOVER
HETWGRE

SPENCER

MATTRESS SALE!
FULL: $269 / QUEEN: $209

GREAT SELECTION
OF GAS GRILLS!

Great n s
Selection!

(REG. $499) (REG. $599)

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER

REG. $999.99
$799.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT.

LG (1000 IN STOCK!

REG. $699.99

$599.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

REG. $1,499.00

$1099.99

REG. $699.99

$599.99

OR DRYER

REG. $599.99

$489.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR DRYER

SPRING BIKE
TUNE-UP:

$49.99!

REG. $699.99

$499.99
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Public Nnotices

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 25 State Street,
Monson, MA 01057

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Robert
L. Meacham II to RBS Citizens,
N.A., and now held by Citizens
Bank, N.A. f/k/a RBS Citizens,
N.A., said mortgage dated No-
vember 24, 2015 and recorded in
the Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 20967, Page 114,
as affected by a Loan Modifi-
cation dated April 19, 2023 and
recorded in the Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book
25009, Page 341; for breach of
the conditions in said mortgage
and for the purpose of foreclos-
ing the same will be sold at Pub-
lic Auction on June 30, 2026 at
01:00 PM Local Time upon the
premises, all and singular the
premises described in said mort-
gage, to wit:

A certain tract of land with the
buildings thereon, situate on the
southerly side of State Street in
sad Monson, bounded and de-
scribed as follows:

BEGINNING at an iron pin in
the ground at the northeast cor-
ner of land of Frederick J. Sul-
livan, thence EASTERLY along
the southerly side of said State
Street, Eighty-Two (82) feet to
land of Alice E. McCray, thence
SOUTHERLY along last named
land EIGHTY-EIGHT and ONE-
HALF (88%2) feet to the north-
east corner of land conveyed by
Mary A. North to Seraph North,
November 4, 1941, now of Mabel
North, see Probate Record Estate
of Seraph North; thence WEST-
ERLY along said last named
land, SEVENTY-SEVEN (77)
feet to a stone bound in line of
land of sad Fredrick J. Sullivan;
thence N 1° W along last named
land NINETY-SIX (96) feet to the
place of beginning.

Said premises are conveyed
SUBJECT to right of way, in fa-
vor of Seraph North, her heirs
and assigns, ten (10) feet in
width, running along the easterly
line of the above described prem-
ises from property conveyed by
Mary A. North to Seraph North
to said State Street.

BEING the same premises
conveyed to Robert L. Meacham
1I, from Mary Ann Meacham
and Robert W. Nichols by Deed
dated 10/07/2015 and recorded
on 11/25/2015 in the Register of
Deed for Hampden County, Mas-
sachusetts in Deed Instrument
67200 Deed Book 20967, Page
110.

The description of the prop-
erty contained in the mortgage
shall control in the event of a
typographical error in this pub-
lication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed
dated October 10, 2015 and re-
corded in the Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book
20967, Page 110.

TERMS OF SALE: Said
premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to all liens, encum-
brances, unpaid taxes, tax titles,
municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence
over the said mortgage above de-
scribed.

FIVE THOUSAND
($5,000.00) Dollars of the pur-
chase price must be paid in cash,
certified check, bank treasurer’s
or cashier’s check at the time and
place of the sale by the purchas-
er. The balance of the purchase
price shall be paid in cash, cer-
tified check, bank treasurer’s or
cashier’s check within thirty (30)
days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street
2nd Floor
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for
Citizens Bank, N.A.
f/k/a RBS Citizens, N.A.
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701
05/28, 06/04, 06/11/2026

NOTICE TO
CONTRACTORS
MASSACHUSETTS
EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR
ADMINISTRATION
AND FINANCE
DIVISION OF
CAPITAL ASSET
MANAGEMENT AND
MAINTENANCE

Electronic Bids submitted in
the format furnished by the Di-
vision of Capital Asset Manage-
ment & Maintenance (DCAMM)
and clearly identified as a bid will
be received through DCAMM’s

E-Bid Room at www.bidexpress.
com/businesses/10279/home no
later than the date and time speci-
fied and will forthwith be public-
ly opened remotely by DCAMM
Bid Room personnel and read
aloud over a conference call line.
Persons interested in accessing
the remote bid opening can do
so by using the following phone
number: Audio Conferencing Di-
al-In Number (617)-315-0704,
Meeting Number 2333 916
42374#. If prompted for attendee
ID, please press #.

Mass.  State
DCP2515

DCP - Monson Campus —
Buildings 7 & 8 Demolition,
Monson, MA

General Bids at 2:00 PM: June
25,2026

Every General Bidder must be
certified by DCAMM for the cat-
egory of work listed below and
for no less than the bid price plus
all add alternates of this project,
if applicable.

The Category of Work is: Gen-
eral Building Construction

E.C.C: $1,020,962

This project is scheduled for
90 calendar days to substan-
tial completion. Scope: DCP —
Monson Campus — Buildings 7
& 8 Demolition, Monson, MA.
The project work consists of a
comparative case study for the
deconstruction of Building 7 -
Hillside Ward and the demolition
of Building 8 - Hampden Ward
on the campus of Monson State
Hospital. Abatement of hazard-
ous materials is required in both
structures prior to deconstruction
or demolition activities. Slate
roofs on both structures will be
addressed under (2) separate
Non-Traditional Work Plans.

A Pre-Bid/Site Visit will be
held on June 9, 2026 @ 10:00
AM. Meet at the Laundry Build-
ing located at the corner of
Hospital Road and Macomber
Road. Visitors will be escorted
to Building 7 and 8 at 10:15 AM.

Minimum rates of wages to
be paid on the project have been
determined by the Commissioner
of the Department of Labor Stan-
dards. These rates are incorpo-
rated into the bid documents.

Bid documents for this project
may be accessed or downloaded
at no cost to potential bidders
exclusively through DCAMM'’s
E-Bid Room https://www.bid
express.com/businesses/10279/
home, A hard copy set can be
made available for viewing in
DCAMM’s Bid Room located at
One Ashburton Place, 15th Floor,
Boston, MA during normal busi-
ness hours by appointment only
by contacting DCAMM’s Bid
Room.

In order to access bid docu-
ments and submit bids through
DCAMM’s E-Bid Room poten-
tial bidders must first be veri-
fied by DCAMM’s Bid Room
and then register with the E-Bid
Room vendor. Instructions on
the processes can be found
on DCAMM’s website www.
mass.gov/dcamm/bids or con-
tact DCAMM’s Bid Room at
bidroom.dcamm@mass.gov ~ or
(617) 727-4003.

06/04/2026

Project  No.

ADVERTISEMENT

The Palmer Housing Au-
thority, the Awarding Authority,
invites sealed bids from Con-
tractors for the Laurel Manor
Elderly 667-01 Development
for the Palmer Housing Author-
ity in Palmer Massachusetts, in
accordance with the documents
prepared by Hill Engineers, Ar-
chitects, Planners, Inc.

The Project consists of: Re-
placing Asphalt Parking Areas

The work is estimated to cost
$ 141,460.00

Bids are subject to M.G.L.
¢.30 §39M & to minimum wage
rates as required by M.G.L. c.149
§8§26 to 27H inclusive.

General Bids will be received
until 2:00 p.m., Monday June
22, 2026 and publicly opened,
forthwith.

This project is being Elec-
tronically Bid (E-Bid). All bids
shall be prepared and submitted
online at Projectdog.com and
received no later than the date &
time specified above. Hard copy
bids will not be accepted by the
Awarding Authority. For assis-
tance, contact Projectdog, Inc. at
978.499.9014.

General bids shall be accom-
panied by a bid deposit that is not
less than five (5%) of the greatest
possible bid amount (considering
all alternates) and made payable
to the Palmer Housing Authori-
ty.

Bid Forms and Contract Doc-

uments will be available in elec-
tronic form and without cost or
charge at Projectdog.com, proj-
ect code 874923, beginning June
3, 2026. Persons desiring hard
copies of the documents shall be
solely responsible for all printing
costs.

The Contractor and all sub-
contractors (collectively referred
to as “the Contractor”) agree to
strive to achieve minority and
women workforce participation.
The Workforce Participation
benchmark is set at 6.9% for
women and 15.3% for minori-
ties. The Workforce benchmark
percentages are a statutory re-
quirement under MGL c. 149
§44A(2)(G).

The job site and/or existing
building will be available for in-
spection between 1:00 PM. and
2:00 PM. on Thursday June 11,
2026.

For an appointment call Mat-
thew Blanchard at 978-394-
9009..

06/04, 06/11, 06/18/2026

Legal Advertisement
TOWN OF PALMER
Park Avenue and Front Street
Improvement Project

The Town of Palmer invites
sealed Bids for the Park Avenue
and Front Street Improvement
Project. The project includes in-
stallation of approximately 820
linear feet of 8-inch ductile iron
water main, one tapping sleeve
and valve, three gate valves, four
water services, 220 linear feet of
HDPE drain line and six precast
concrete structures, 1,900 square
feet of cement concrete side-
walk, 890 linear feet of precast
concrete, monolithic concrete
and hot mix asphalt curb, 1,700
square yards of road reconstruc-
tion, and associated work. This
project is being administered by
the town of Palmer and funded
by the MA Executive Office of
Housing and Livable Communi-
ties, FY25 Palmer Community
Development Block Grant Pro-
gram. The Engineer’s opinion of
probable construction costs for
the Base Bid is $530,000.

Contract Documents, includ-
ing plans and specifications, may
be viewed electronically begin-
ning June 3, 2026 at www.Bid-
DocsOnline.com and hard copies
requested at Nashoba Blue, Inc.,
433 Main Street, Hudson, MA
01749 (978-568-1167). There
is a refundable deposit of $50.00
per set payable to BidDocs On-
line, Inc. Deposits may be elec-
tronically paid or must be a cer-
tified or cashier’s check. Bidders
requesting Contract Documents
to be mailed to them shall include
a separate check for $40.00 per
set for UPS Ground (or $65.00
per set for UPS overnight), pay-
able to the BidDocs Online, Inc.,
to cover mailing costs.

Bids shall be accompanied by
a bid deposit in the amount of
five (5%) of the greatest possible
bid amount,

All bids for this project are
subject to the provisions and
minimum wage rates required by
M.G.L. ¢.30, §39M as amend-
ed, and M.G.L. c.149, §§26 to
27H, inclusive, or by the fed-
eral Davis-Bacon wage rates,
whichever hourly rate is higher.
The project is subject to HUD’s
Section 3 policy, under which, to
the greatest extent possible, af-
firmative steps shall be taken to
ensure training and employment
for lower income workers and
project area residents and award
of subcontracts to HUD-defined
Section 3 businesses. Bidders on
the work shall also make a good
faith effort to achieve the goals of
the Federal Minority and Wom-
en’s Business Enterprise (MBE/
WBE) policy regarding utiliza-
tion of MBEs and WBEs in or-
der to be deemed a responsible
bidder. This project is subject
to Build America, Buy America
(BABA) Act requirements.

Bids may be changed or with-
drawn prior to the bid opening,
but not within the sixty (60) days
subsequent to the bid opening,
by submission of such a change
in writing in a sealed envelope,
identifying the submitting party
and indicating that it contains a
correction of the bid for the Park
Avenue and Front Street Im-
provement Project, Palmer, MA.

The lowest qualified responsi-
ble bidder shall be awarded the
contract subject to availability
of funds under the DHCD Block
Grant program. The Town of
Palmer, the Awarding and Con-
tracting Authority, may cancel
this Invitation for Bid (IFB),
in whole or in part, at any time
that such an act is deemed in its

best interest, reserves the right
to waive any informality in the
bidding or to reject any and all
bids in total or in part as may be
deemed to serve the best interest
of the Town, and will not be re-
sponsible for any costs incurred
by a bidder in preparing and sub-
mitting a bid in response to this
IFB.

Questions regarding the bid
specifications should be directed
in writing to Bill Storti at Weston
& Sampson, at stortiw @wseinc.
com. Contract documents may be
viewed at the Community Devel-
opment Department office, 4417
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069,
or Weston & Sampson, 712
Brook Street, Suite 103, Rocky
Hill, CT, 06067.

Bids must be received at
the Community Development
Department office, 4417 Main
Street, Palmer, MA 01069
no later than 10:00 A.M. on
Thursday, June 25, 2026. Bids
will be opened and read aloud
at that time.

06/04/2026

Town of Brimfield
Highway Department
Invitation for Bids
Various Road Materials and
Equipment Rentals for
Fiscal Year 2027

Sealed bids, appropriately
marked, will be received no later
than Thursday June 11, 2026,
by 10:30 AM. Sealed bids will
be publicly opened and read on
Thursday June 11, 2026 at 10:30
AM in the Brimfield Town Hall
Annex, 23 Main Street, Brim-
field, MA. The following items
that will be purchased for Fiscal
Year 2027 will be awarded by the
Select Board at their duly posted
meeting on June 15, 2025:

I. Various Road Materials

II. Equipment Rental with Op-
erator

Bid specifications will be
available for pickup beginning
Tuesday May 26, 2026 at the
Brimfield Highway Department,
34B Wales Road, Brimfield, MA
from 9:00 AM. to 3:00 PM.,
Monday through Thursday or by
emailing the Chief Procurement
Officer at selectboard @brimfield
ma.org. Questions related to this
bid invitation are to be emailed
to the Chief Procurement Officer.
All addendums, questions and
answers will be sent to all bid
package holders.

Envelopes must be clearly
marked “IFB2026HWY(02 —
FY2027 Various Road Materials
and Equipment Rentals” and in-
clude the date and time of the bid
opening. Where required, bids
must indicate a single square
yard multiplier (dollar amount
per square yard) on the appro-
priate bid form attached. All bids
must be submitted on the Town
of Brimfield Bid forms (included
in the bid packet). No bids will
be accepted after the time and
date specified. Executed Certifi-
cates of Non-Collusion and Tax
Compliance (attached) and Cor-
porate Authority must be includ-
ed in all bid submissions.

Super Pave bids must indicate
all prices, both pick up at plant
(not more than 15 miles of the
Brimfield Highway Garage, 34B
Wales Rd) and to be delivered
to the Town of Brimfield, Town
Yard, or to the job location in the
Town of Brimfield. Bids shall
include the current period price
(April 2026) of $670 per ton for
liquid asphalt. The price adjust-
ment of hot mix asphalt mixtures
containing liquid asphalt shall
apply as per schedule posted on
Massachusetts Highway Depart-
ment website: https://www.mass.
gov/info-details/massdot-current-
contract-price-adjustments and
“Special Provisions” as attached.

Prevailing Wage Rates have
been established by the Depart-
ment of Labor and Industries
under the provision of Chapter
149, M.G.L., Section 26-27D.
Bids are subject to applicable
provisions of the General Laws
including Chapter 534, Chapter
30B, and Chapter 30, Section
39M inclusive as amended, (Pub-
lic Works Construction).

All work/items must meet
Massachusetts Department of
Transportation, highway stan-
dards specifications.

Executed  Certificates  of
Non-Collusion and Tax Compli-
ance (attached) and Corporate
Authority must be included in all
bid submissions.

Minority percentage rate must
not be less than 5%.

Duration of the bid contract
is July 1, 2026 through June 30,
2027; otherwise, please state on
bid sheet any exceptions.

Payment terms: Net term, 30
days.

Contracts will be awarded
on an item-by-item basis to the
responsive and responsible bid-
der(s) offering the lowest price
for each item. The Select Board
reserves the right to reject any
and/or all bids, or accept that bid
deemed to be in the best interest
of the Town of Brimfield.

Zachary Lemieux

Highway Surveyor

Town of Brimfield

Brimfield, MA 01010

(413) 245-4103
05/28, 06/04/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P1165EA
Estate of:
Norma P Russo
Date of Death: 10/18/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Todd A Russo of
Ware, MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Todd A Russo of Ware, MA be
appointed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 06/26/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: May 29, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
06/04/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P1154EA
Estate of:
Joan M St. John
Also known as:
Joan St. John
Date of Death: 09/05/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Douglas J Lucia of
Syracuse, NY requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Douglas J Lucia of Syracuse,
NY be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the

bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 06/30/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: May 28, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
06/04/2026

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSET TS THE
TRIAL COURT
HAMPDEN, Div.
Probate & Family Court Dept.
HD26E0022PP

To Carl A. Trant, Jr, of
Hampden County, and all other
persons interested.

A petition has been present-
ed to said Court by James B.
Howard, Jr., of Monson, repre-
senting that they hold as tenants
in common in an undivided part
or share of land lying in Mon-
son, in the County of Hampden,
setting forth that they desire that
all of said land may be sold at a
private sale or public auction for
not less than One Hundred Fifty
Thousand Dollars ($150,000.00),
and praying that partition may be
made of all the land aforesaid
according to law, and to that end
that a commissioner be appoint-
ed to make such partition and be
ordered to make sale and convey-
ance of all, or any part of said
land which the Court finds cannot
be advantageously divided either
at private sale or public auction,
and be ordered to distribute the
net proceeds thereof after full ad-
judication of the equitable claims
contained in said petition and
supplemental memorandum filed
with the Court.

If you desire to object thereto,
you or your attorney, should file a
written appearance in said Court
at Springfield before ten o’clock
in the forenoon on the twen-
ty-seventh day of July 2026, the
return day of this citation.

Witness, Claudine T. Stou-
demire, Esquire, First Justice of
said Court, this 26th day of May
2026.

Rosemary A. Saccomani,
Register
06/04, 06/11, 06/18/2026

Town of Monson
Planning Board
LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance with Chapter
40A M.G.L. the Monson Plan-
ning Board will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday, June 16th,
2026, at 7:00 P.M. at the Monson
Town Hall,110 Main St. Monson,
Ma 01057 on the application of
Rush Blankenship for Site Plan
approval with Special Permit as
provided by §6.7, §7.3 & §7.4
of the Monson Zoning Bylaws.
The applicant seeks to construct
an accessory dwelling unit with
a garage on property located at
141 Thayer Road, Map 005 and
Parcel 034D, zoned Rural Resi-
dential. A copy of the application
is on file with the Planning Board
office.

Craig Sweitzer, Chairman
05/28, 06/04/2026

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER
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Public Nnotices

PALMER
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40A, Section
5 M.G.L. the Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing on
Monday, June 15th, 2026 at
6:45 p.m. in the Police Depart-
ment Meeting Room 4419 Main
Street, Palmer, MA to consider
amending the Town of Palmer
Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 171,
Article XV, §171-89— Accessory
Dwelling Units and Article II §5-
Definitions.

A copy of the zoning amend-
ment may be inspected at the
Planning Department office in
the Town Administration Build-
ing from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM
Monday through Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard
on the application can contact
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s
(MNPA) website (http:/mass
publicnotices.org).

Norman Czech, Chairman
05/28, 06/04/2026

PALMER
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40A, Section
5 M.G.L. the Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing on
Monday, June 15th, 2026 at
6:55 p.m. in the Police Depart-
ment Meeting Room 4419 Main
Street, Palmer, MA to consider
amending the Town of Palmer
Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 171,
Article XVII, Section 171-94 —
Signs, to include provisions for
projecting signs in the Village
Center Districts.

A copy of the zoning amend-
ment may be inspected at the
Planning Department office in
the Town Administration Build-
ing from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM
Monday through Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard
on the application can contact
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time
and place designated above

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s
(MNPA) website (http://mass
publicnotices.org).

Norman Czech, Chairman
05/28, 06/04/2026

PALMER
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40A, Section
5 M.G.L. the Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing on
Monday, June 15th, 2026 at
7:05 p.m. in the Police Depart-
ment Meeting Room 4419 Main
Street, Palmer, MA to consider
amending the Town of Palmer
Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 171
Articles VII through XII. The
proposed amendment includes
revising use regulations for res-
idential, commercial, industrial,
and village center zones, and
compiling these regulations into
one table. The proposed amend-
ment also includes changes to
§171-5, Definitions, to define
new uses and revise outdated
definitions.

A copy of the zoning amend-
ment may be inspected at the
Planning Department office in
the Town Administration Build-
ing from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM
Monday through Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard
on the application can contact
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s
(MNPA) website (http:/mass
publicnotices.org).

Norman Czech, Chairman
05/28, 06/04/2026

LEGAL NOTICE
Town of Brimfield
Highway Department
Invitation for Bids
Brookfield and Monson Road
Road Resurfacing and
Related Work for
Fiscal Year 2027
Sealed bids, appropriately
marked, will be received no later
than Thursday, June 11, 2026,
by 11:00 AM. Sealed bids will
be publicly opened and read on
Thursday, June 11, 2026 at 11:00
AM. in the Brimfield Town Hall

Annex, 23 Main Street, Brim-
field, MA. The following Road
Resurfacing and Related Work
for Fiscal Year 2027 will be
awarded by the Select Board
at their duly posted meeting on
June 15, 2026:

I. Bituminous Concrete Exca-
vation Cold Planer — Brookfield
and Monson Road

Bid specifications will be
available for pickup beginning
Tuesday May 26, 2026 at the
Brimfield Highway Department,
34B Wales Road, Brimfield, MA
from 9:00 AM. to 3:00 PM.,
Monday through Thursday or by
emailing the Chief Procurement
Officer at selectboard@brim-
fieldma.org. Questions related
to this bid invitation are to be
emailed to the Chief Procure-
ment Officer. All addendums,
questions and answers will be
sent to all bid package holders.

Envelopes must be clearly
marked “IFB2026HWY(01 -
FY2027” and include the date
and time of the bid opening.
Where required, bids must indi-
cate a single square yard multi-
plier (dollar amount per square
yard) on the appropriate bid
form attached. All bids must be
submitted on the Town of Brim-
field Bid forms (included in the
bid packet). No bids will be
accepted after the time and date
specified. Executed Certificates
of Non-Collusion and Tax Com-
pliance (attached) and Corporate
Authority must be included in all
bid submissions.

Super Pave bids must indicate
all prices, both pick up at plant
(not more than 15 miles from the
Brimfield Highway Garage, 34B
Wales Rd) and to be delivered
to the Town of Brimfield, Town
Yard, or to the job location in the
Town of Brimfield. Bids shall
include the current period price
(April 2026) of $670 per ton for
liquid asphalt. The price adjust-
ment of hot mix asphalt mixtures
containing liquid asphalt shall
apply as per schedule posted on
Massachusetts Highway Depart-
ment website: https://www.mass.
gov/info-details/massdot-current
-contract-price-adjustments and
“Special Provisions” as attached.

Contractors  intending  to
bid on Super Pave, must be
pre-qualified by the Massachu-
setts Highway Department and
the pre-qualifying form from the
State must be presented at the
time the bid package is picked
up from the Town of Brimfield.
The classification of work is
“Pavement Surfacing.” The total
cost of project(s) is estimated to
be $583,598.55. NOTE: Award
is subject to the Fiscal Year 2027
Chapter 90 appropriation and re-
lease. A bid deposit of 5% of the
total price bid must be submit-
ted.

Prevailing Wage Rates have
been established by the Depart-
ment of Labor and Industries un-
der the provision of Chapter 149,
M.G.L., Section 26-27D. Bids
submitted for Road Resurfacing,
are subject to the provisions to
applicable provisions of the Gen-
eral Laws including Chapter 534,
Chapter 30B, and Chapter 30,
Section 39M inclusive as amend-
ed, (Public Works Construction).

All work/items must meet
Massachusetts Department of
Transportation, highway stan-
dards specifications.

Executed  Certificates  of
Non-Collusion and Tax Compli-
ance (attached) and Corporate
Authority must be included in all
bid submissions.

Minority percentage rate must
not be less than 5%.

Duration of the bid contract
is July 1, 2026 through June 30,
2027; otherwise, please state on
bid sheet any exceptions.

Payment terms: Net term, 30
days.

The Select Board reserves the
right to reject any and/or all bids,
or, accept that bid deemed to be
in the best interest of the Town of
Brimfield.

Zachary Lemieux

Highway Surveyor

Town of Brimfield

Brimfield, MA 01010

(413) 245-4103
05/28, 06/04/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P0265EA
Estate of:

Jean E Burnham
Date of Death: 11/23/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Kevin Burnham of
Monson, MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Kevin Burnham of Monson,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 06/26/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: May 28, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
06/04/2026

TOWN OF BRIMFIELD
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
Invitation for Bids
FY2027 Heating Oil, Diesel,
and Boiler Maintenance

Sealed bids, appropriate-
ly marked, will be received
by Thursday, June 11, 2026
at 10:00AM. Sealed bids will
be publicly opened and read
on Thursday June 11, 2026 at
10:05AM. in the Brimfield Town
Annex, Select Board Office, 23
Main Street, Brimfield, MA. The
following items for Fiscal Year
2027 will be awarded by the Se-
lect Board on Monday, June 15,
2026 at their duly posted meet-
ing.

1. Fuels: *Must hold an Ul-
timate Vendor’s License

1. Heating Fuel 1,000-gallon
capacity

2. Diesel — Ultra Low Sul-
phur 2,000-gallon capacity

3. Boiler Maintenance See
Below*

*Boiler Maintenance: The
Town of Brimfield has a total of
four (4) furnaces/boiler systems
in its municipal buildings (Town
Hall, Town Hall Annex Building
and Library) that require annual
cleaning and periodic repairs.
Bids are to include the per hourly
labor rate for this work. Materi-
als will be paid for as necessary.

The Town of Brimfield will
consider bids based only upon
“mark up over daily rack price”

Bid specifications will be
available for pickup beginning
May 26, 2026 at the Brimfield
Highway  Department, 34B
Wales Road, Brimfield, MA from
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday
- Thursday or by emailing the
Chief Procurement Officer at
selectboard @brimfieldma.org.
All questions must be submit-
ted in writing to the Chief Pro-
curement Officer. All questions/
answers and addendums will be
distributed to all bid package
holders.

Envelopes must be clearly
marked “TFB2026HWYFLSO01 -
FY2027 Heating Oil, Diesel. and
Boiler Maintenance” and include
the date and time of bid opening.
All bids must be submitted on
the Town of Brimfield Bid form
(included in the bid packet). No
bids will be accepted after the
time and date specified. Execut-
ed Certificates of Non-Collusion
and Tax Compliance (attached)
and Corporate Authority must be
included in all bid submissions.

Duration of bid is for Fiscal
Year 2027 (July 1, 2026 — June
30, 2027); otherwise, please state
on bid sheet any exceptions.
Payment Terms: Net term, 30
days.

Prevailing Wage Rates have
been established by the Depart-
ment of Labor and Industries un-
der the provisions of provisions
of Chapter 149, M.G.L., section
26-27D. Bids submitted for heat-
ing oil and diesel are subject to
the provisions of the Prevailing
Wage law where applicable.

Contracts will be awarded
on an item-by-item basis to the
responsive and responsible bid-
der(s) offering the lowest price
for each item. The Select Board
reserves the right to reject any
and/or all bids or accept that bid
deemed to be in the best interest
of the Town of Brimfield.

Zachary Lemieux

Highway Surveyor

Brimfield, MA 01010

(413) 245-4103
05/28, 06/04/2026

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF
THE TRIAL COURT
26 SM 001731
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: David P. Lamarche Jr.,
Samuel LaMarche and Alexan-
der LaMarche

and to all persons entitled to
the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C.
c. 50 §3901 (et seq)

Federal Home Loan Mort-
gage Corporation, as Trustee
for the benefit of the Freddie
Mac Seasoned Loans Struc-
tured Transaction Trust, Series
2021-2

claiming to have an interest in
a mortgage covering real prop-
erty in Palmer, numbered 11
Norman Street, given by Da-
vid P. Lamarche Jr. to Mort-
gage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as Nominee for
Countrywide Home Loans,
Inc., dated March 12, 2007, and
recorded at Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book
16602, Page 36, as affected by
a Loan Modification Agree-
ment dated October 14, 2020,
recorded in Book 23571, Page
111, and now held by Plaintiff
by assignment, has filed with this
court a complaint for determina-
tion of Defendants’ Servicemem-
bers status.

If you now are, or recently
have been, in the active military
service of the United States of
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act.
If you object to a foreclosure of
the above-mentioned property
on_that basis, then you or your
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court

» Produce
news and/or
feature stories
of local interest
for various towns
and cities.

» Must be dependable,

professional
and able to meet
strict deadlines.

« Salary based on

HELP WANTED

EXPERIENCED
WRITERS &

at Three Pemberton Square,
Boston, MA 02108 on or before
July 13, 2026 or you may lose
the opportunity to challenge the
foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIP-
ER, Chief Justice of said Court
on May 27, 2026
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
06/04/2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 64  Washington
Road, Brimfield, MA 01010

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Joseph
E McLellan III and Renee A Vail-
lancourt to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as
mortgagee, as nominee for Mort-
gage Research Center, LLC dba
Veterans United Home Loans,
and now held by CitiMortgage,
Inc., said mortgage dated July
18, 2014 and recorded in the
Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 20355, Page 136,
as affected by a Loan Modifica-
tion dated January 22, 2018 and
recorded in the Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book
22157, Page 559; said mortgage
was assigned from Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for Mortgage
Research Center, LLC dba Vet-
erans United Home Loans to
CitiMortgage, Inc. by assign-
ment dated September 21, 2015
and recorded with said Registry
of Deeds in Book 20887, Page
213; for breach of the conditions
in said mortgage and for the
purpose of foreclosing the same
will be sold at Public Auction on
June 23,2026 at 11:00 AM Local
Time upon the premises, all and
singular the premises described
in said mortgage, to wit:

A certain parcel of land with
buildings thereon, being shown
as Lot 2 on a “Plan of Land
owned by Andrew E. Shackett,
64 Washington Road, Brimfield
MA?”, Jalbert Engineering Inc.,
recorded with the Hampden Dis-
trict Registry of Deeds in Plan
Book 359, Plan 77.

Containing 5 acres of land
more or less according to said
plan.

Subject to rights and ease-
ments as described in Book
17699 Page 367 if same affect
locus and are in force and effect.

The description of the prop-
erty contained in the mortgage
shall control in the event of a
typographical error in this pub-
lication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed
dated June 19, 2014 and recorded
in the Hampden County Registry
of Deeds in Book 20355, Page
134.

TERMS OF SALE: Said
premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to all liens, encum-
brances, unpaid taxes, tax titles,
municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence
over the said mortgage above de-
scribed.

FIVE THOUSAND
($5,000.00) Dollars of the pur-
chase price must be paid in cash,
certified check, bank treasurer’s
or cashier’s check at the time and
place of the sale by the purchas-
er. The balance of the purchase
price shall be paid in cash, cer-
tified check, bank treasurer’s or
cashier’s check within thirty (30)
days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street
2nd Floor
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for CitiMortgage, Inc.
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701
05/21, 05/28, 06/04/2026

Palmer
Conservation Commission
Public Hearing Notice

In accordance with the Wet-
land Protection Act, MGL c.131
s.40, and the Town of Palmer
Wetlands Bylaws, the Conser-
vation Commission will hold
a public hearing at 6:45 PM,
Tuesday, June 16, 2026 at the
Town Administration Building,
4417 Main Street, Palmer, MA
to consider a Notice of Intent
for activities associated with the
proposed construction of a 24-lot
Open Space Residential Subdivi-
sion. Work is proposed to occur
within 100-foot Buffer Zone and
50-foot No-Disturb Zone to Bor-
dering Vegetated Wetlands. The
project site is located on State
Street in Palmer (Assessor’s
Map/Lots 87-12, 87-13, 87-14,
89-15, 89-32). The applicant
making the request is BT Com-
mercial, LLC c/o Sherman &
Frydryk Land Surveying and En-
gineering. Any interested person
wishing to be heard on the appli-
cation should appear at the time
and place designated. Elizabeth
O’Connor, Vice-Chair, Palmer
Conservation Commission.
06/04/2026

TOWN OF PALMER
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

Massachusetts Electric Com-
pany d/b/a National Grid and
Verizon New England, Inc you
are hereby notified that a public
hearing will be held at the Palm-
er Town Administration Building
4417 Main St. Palmer, MA on the
22nd of June, 2026 at 5:45 PM
on the request for permission to
locate poles, wires, and fixtures,
including the necessary sustain-
ing and protecting fixtures, along
and across the following public
way:

Peterson Rd-National Grid
to install 1 JO Pole and 2 SO
Poles on Peterson Rd beginning
at the point approximately 260’
feet south of the centerline of the
intersection of Smith St and con-
tinuing approximately 550 feet
in a southerly direction. Nation-
al Grid to install (1) JO Midspan
Pole (P#23-50) & (2) SO Poles
(P#26 & P#27) to provide service
for #255 Peterson Rd.

Also, for permission to lay and
maintain underground laterals,
cables, and wires in the above or
intersecting public ways for the
purpose of making connections
with such poles and buildings as
each of said petitioners may de-
sire for distributing purposes.

Brad Brothers, Town Manager
06/04/2026
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Patriotic music
program on June 7

PALMER - The Fanfare
Brass presents a Patriotic

Palmer Senior Center

June 23 - Shopping
Trip to Aldi, Target, Trader
Joe’s, and a lunch stop. This

dent that forces him to con-
front race, class, and identity.

Learn “Knowing your dis-
charge plan.”
June 10 - Lunch &

diers, Chester, Yankee Doo-
dle, Shenandoah, The Star

Friday, Movie Matinee Monday Evening Pro- Learn Fallon Health Navi- is a self-pay event. music program celebrating Spangles Banner, Columbia,

) at.] 2:30 p.m. grams care the 250th founding of our Battle Hymn of the Republic,
with drinks and popcorn 4:30 p.m. June 11 - Quabbin Pre- Upcoming Events country on Sunday, June 7 at  Battle Cry of Freedom, Dix-

. June 5 - “Pr ety Wom- June 8 - Fourth of July sentation “Eagles, Loons, Aug. 1 (Saturday) - Cos- 3 p.m. at St. Paul Church lo- ie, Cruel War in Over, When
an” — 1990 romantic Come= wreath cost $20.00 Bears” Rescheduled from mic Baseball Game at Polar cated at 1060 Central Street Johnny Comes Marching
dy about a yvealthy business- June 15 - Movie “Bar- 5/18 Park in Worcester. Tickets in Palmer, Mass. Home, Eternal Father, Amer-
man who hires a street-smart popcorn, drinks, and June 12 - Mother’s/ limited, cost is $40.00 pre- The program starts 1768 ica the Beautiful, Stars and

prostitute to accompany him
to social events, leading to an
unexpected romance.

June 12 - “Bindspot-
ting” — follows Collin, an
Oakland man with just three
days left on probation, whose
plans for a fresh start are
assessed by a volatile best
friend, a shifting neighbor-
hood, and a shocking inci-

candy

June 22 - Kick off to
summer - Beach Boys and
Jimmy Buffet music, slider,
hot dog, mac salad, and ice
cream. Cost $5

June 29 - Pizza and
Family Feud. Cost $5

Father’s Day Party - En-
tertainment by Musically
Married. Entertainment was
made possible by a grant
from the Palmer Cultural
Council.

June 17 - Hampden
County Registry of Deeds
Presentation. Everyone who
attends will receive a free
copy of their deed.

paid, no refunds.

Sept. 11 - Annual Picnic
at Pulaski Park, 11 am. — 2
p.m., Entertainment by The
Gemstones, meal by Tony
and Penny Catering. Enjoy
tasty food, good friends, and
good entertainment.

Please Sign up for all
Programs by calling 413-
283-2670 Ext. 3

to current songs and we
speak a little about the histo-
ry of each song. A program/
song sheet will be passed out
for those who would like to
sing along.

Program songs include:
The Liberty Song, God Save
Good Washington, The Girl
I Left Behind, My Country
Tis of Thee, British Grena-

Stripes, You're A Grand Old
Flag, God Bless America,
It’s A Long Way to Tipper-
ary, Pack Up Your Troubles,
Armes Forces Themes, Hail
to the Chief, God Bless the
USA.

For more information
contact David Neill at 413-
686-5027 or email tbn8@
aol.com.

Activities

June 5 - Lunch and

oo o2 2% o
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oo oo %o We W0 e e G

woad 2, POrter Road Pet Care
42 Porter Road Pet PACK WALKS
& A o Lono mzra dgsv o - Every Saturday in Post Office
41 3_225_3532 Park Wilbraham at Noon.
N [ - Every Sunday in Bechertown
. ony care - behind the Police Dept. at 10 a.m.
www.porterroadpetcare.com All Ages And Breeds Welcome
e Day Care e SPA Services S$20 Each - Weather Permitting
e Boarding Available |
Web Cams Bathin Every Wednesday Night at 5:30 p.m.
Heated Haircutgs Non-Commital Obedience Socialization Group.
. Find us at Belchertown State School in front of
Large Maincures Christopher Heights and Belchertown Day School.
Indoor/Outdoor
Accommodations Save $5 N EW CLASS ES !
Playtime Available - JUNE - SIGN UP NOW!
on Daycare . : PR : :
Fenced in y : ’ e Basics Obedience & Socialization ¢ Life Skills
1/4 Acre Lot Grooming All at the Belchertown Recreation Department
or Boarding COMING IN JULY!
... ° Services * Beginners Tracking Class
. .. . P Limit 1 coupon per pet. *Sign Up Online for these classes at the Belchertown Rec Dept.
‘ Expires 6/30/26

413-246-0859  AKC Certified
ELDOTC

East Longmeadow Dog
Obedience Training Club
Classes held at

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

WILBRAHAM

Animal Hospital

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM
Nicholas Schipper, DVM
Madison Harris, DVM

She is a 10-year-old rescue miniature Schnauzer/
Chinese Crested mix owned by David Maiga and
Elizabeth Tavares. She loves long rides in the car,
outdoor time by the pool and cuddling on the couch
with human family and pet siblings.

LynnhDgetLuck, DVM Start Your
Leah Guidry, DVM
Denise Chiminiello, VM Puppy or Rescue
ATT E N TI 0 N Caitlin Vaugh, DVM Off Right With
R E A D E R S| - - - Obedience Training
‘ = Wilbraham Animal Hospital at ELDOTC!

2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 7
413.596.8395 e ﬁ % Obedience Training -
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com A PR Beginner to Utility

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 e esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Evenings & Saturdays

Send in your pet picture for our
“Pet of the Month” and receive a
FREE weekend get-away or
spa package for your pet
courtesy of Porter Road Pet Care.
Email your photos to:
jwalker@turley.com. Please include
your name and your pet’s name.

Your Dog’s Barks, Whines and Growls and What They Mean

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience
For Information or to Register

Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com
We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

Dogs make a lot of
sounds. From howling and
growling to whining and
crying. Some dogs tend to
be more talkative than oth-
ers. Some breeds also tend
to have certain distinctive
sounds, Rottweilers “purr,”

Siberian  Huskies “talk,”
Shiba Inus “scream” and
Basenjis “yodel” instead

of barking. But in gener-
al, there are a handful of
sounds most dogs make
to communicate with other
dogs and with people.
Barking - Dogs have
different barks depending
on the circumstances. Your
dog could be alerting you

to danger or just showing
you how happy he is that
you’re home. A bark can
indicate joy or fear, anger
or awareness, frustration
or need. The key to under-
standing the bark is context
and knowing your dog. A
dog with separation anxiety
might have a high-pitched,
repetitive bark that gets
higher as the dog gets more
anxious and upset. Boredom
barking is more monotone
and repetitive. An alert bark
is usually sharp and stac-
cato, while an alarm bark is
similar but with more inten-
sity. When your dog wants
something from vyou, her

barks are sharp and con-
tinuous. Suspicious barking
is typically slow and low.
Fearful barking is also low,
but it’s usually faster. And
playful barking just sounds
playful.

Growling - Growling
is usually a warning sign.
It’s telling another dog or a
person to back off, that if
you don’t stop touching the
dog’s food, toys, body, or
get out of his space, then he
might become aggressive.
Take a growl seriously and
make your dog comfortable.
And remember, never pun-
ish a dog for growling. If you
do, you’re punishing him for

giving a warning. The next
time he won’t warn you first.
If the growl is more of a low
grumble and you are playing
tug of war at the time, then
it’s a play growl and things
are fine.

Howling - Not all dogs
howl. Often triggered by
high-pitched noises, howl-
ing seems to be contagious
among dogs. When an am-
bulance races through an
area, listen to the sounds
of the neighborhood dogs.
Some researchers believe
howling is a way that dogs
communicate among pack
members. A dog that howls
when left alone may be try-

ing to talk to their owners
who left them behind.

Whining - Dogs of-
ten whine when they want
something. Your dog might
whine when she needs to
go outside, wants a ftreat,
wants to go for a walk, or
just wants your attention.
But whining can also be a
sign of fear or anxiety. A dog
that’s afraid of going to the
vet may whine when you get
there. A dog with separation
anxiety may whine when
he’s left alone.

Yelping and whimper-
ing - When your dog cries,
whimpers or yelps, it’s typi-
cally a sign that he’s in pain.

A dog might yelp when play-
ing if another dog bites too
hard. These sounds are how
dogs communicate distress
to the rest of the pack or to
their humans.

Sighing & Groaning-
When your dog lets out a
hearty groan or a deep sign,
is he showing either extreme
contentment or severe dis-
appointment. If you've just
had a great walk or a fun
romp in the yard, a sigh is
likely a sign of happy satis-
faction. However, if your pup
has brought you the ball five
times and you won’t throw
it, the sigh is likely one of
bummed-out frustration.




