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By Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer

amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Under blue 
skies at Legion Field on June 
1, Palmer High School’s 
146th Commencement Cer-
emony marked a joyful and 
emotional milestone for 
the Class of 2025. Family, 
friends, educators, and town 
leaders gathered to celebrate 
the achievements and growth 
of 78 graduates whose stories 
of perseverance and promise 
were the focus of a heartfelt 
program of speeches, music, 

and recognition.
The ceremony began 

with a warm welcome from 
Class President Donovan 
Rayleonard, who also served 
as Student Council President 
and a two-year delegate to the 
Western Massachusetts Asso-
ciation of Student Councils. 
In his speech, Rayleonard 
used the board game “The 
Game of Life” as a metaphor 
for the unpredictability of the 
high school experience.

From hallway crushes 
to AP exams, from triumphs 
to stumbles, Rayleonard 
said the class had navigated 

“twists and turns” with hu-
mor, grit, and heart. “It’s okay 
not to have everything figured 
out,” Rayleonard reminded 
his peers. “Life has no single 
path or perfect timeline.” A 
future psychology major who 
plans to earn a PhD and be-
come a clinical psychologist, 
Rayleonard closed by urging 
his classmates to “grab onto 
their dreams and never let 
go.”

Superintendent Mr. 
Matthew Francis praised the 
Class of 2025 for its academ-

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

MONSON – On May 
30, 24 students from the 
Monson High School Class 
of 2025 graduated at Granite 
Valley Middle School in the 
auditorium and were sur-
rounded by families, friends, 
and MHS staff. The order of 
graduation exercises began 
following the processional of 
“Pomp and Circumstance” 
by Edward Elgar, flag salute 
by Class President Olivia 
Chrzan and then the prin-
cipal address by Principal 
Christopher Fontaine. 

“Today, we stand on 

this stage not just as students 
who completed assignments, 
passed exams, and survived 
group projects - but as indi-
viduals who overcame, who 
endured, who rose to every 
occasion. After six years, 
yes, six years for many of our 
students, we are now togeth-
er for one final time. After 
years of late-night cramming 
for our tests, figuring out 
how to look awake during 
1st period, figuring out how 
to do school via Zoom calls. 
We are finally here! Wearing 
these caps and gowns is sym-
bolic that through all that you 
have endured, all the strug-
gles, ups and downs, you 
have made it! Let’s be honest 

- this class has had to endure 
adversity unlike many be-
fore them. Some would say 
that for this class, change 
was the only consistent thing 
for them. This class has met 
adversity head on and has 
conquered it. Things such 
as coming to Monson High 
School as a seventh grader 
and being the first to ever do 
that. Leaving seventh grade 
in March of 2020 and not re-
turning to in-person learning 
until the near end of eighth 
grade added to the challeng-
es that this group of students 
faced. Adversity included the 
consistent turnover in prin-

Palmer High School 
celebrates commencement

MHS graduates 24 seniors
The MHS Class of 2025 throw their caps in the air in celebration. 

Turley photo by Amanda Munson
The girl’s side of the graduation popping the confetti devices they were given after diplomas 
were given out. Turley Photo by Abigail McCoy
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By Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer

amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Girl Scouts 
from Troop 11383 are wrap-
ping up the school year with 
creativity, community, and 
a call for new members. 
The troop recently hosted 
its first-ever Paint and Sip 
night, a fun and artistic gath-
ering where younger scouts 

enjoyed painting while sip-
ping juice and laughing with 
friends.

“This is the first time 
we’ve done a Paint and Sip,” 
said Donna Lanzillo, one of 
the troop leaders of Troop 
11383 and unit manager for 
the Swift River Service Unit 
170. “It was an idea from one 
of our girls. It’s a girl-led pro-
gram, so when they express 
an interest, we try to make it 

happen.”
The Paint and Sip event 

was open to Daisies, the 
youngest Girl Scouts in the 
troop, and was just one part of 
a busy spring calendar filled 
with activities designed to 
promote leadership, friend-
ship, and fun.

Upcoming events in-
clude a She and Me outing at 
Claymates, where girls will 
participate in a creative activ-

ity with a special female fig-
ure in their life; whether it’s 
a mom, aunt, older sister, or 
grandmother. The troop will 
also hold its annual bridging 
ceremony on June 9, a tra-
dition where girls move up 
to the next level of scouting, 
symbolizing their growth and 
achievements.

“We have 27 girls right 
now, and each age group is 
busy in their own way,” said 
Lanzillo. “The Daisies meet 
one week, the Brownies the 
next, and everyone’s working 
on different badges and skills. 
It’s an active troop.”

The year will end with 
a field trip to the Southwick 
Zoo, where scouts will earn 
eco patches and enjoy time 
outdoors before the summer 
break.

By Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer

amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – On May 
27, the Monson Select 
Board held a wide-rang-
ing meeting that addressed 
pressing community con-
cerns, including improving 
veterans’ services, prepar-
ing for major local events, 
resolving service issues, 
and advancing green infra-
structure initiatives. The 
session, attended by veter-
ans, town officials, and con-
cerned residents, reflected 
the board’s commitment to 
enhancing both support for 
veterans and quality of life 
across Monson.

Veterans Services certi-
fication and expanded sup-
port takes center stage

The meeting opened 
with a compelling plea 
from veteran Robert Kaddy, 
who spotlighted challenges 
faced by Monson’s Veter-
ans Services Officer (VSO), 
Hailee Fullen, in navigating 
federal certification require-
ments. Kaddy emphasized 
that while Fullen admirably 
supports approximately six 
veterans under Massachu-
setts’ Chapter 115 benefits, 
state-level assistance, she 
currently lacks the federal 
certification required to di-
rectly assist the remaining 
619 veterans residing in 
Monson with their Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) claims.

“I want to clarify that 
Hailee is a very capable 

Resident: Certification 
needed for Veterans 
Services officer

MONSON

Paint and Sip event held for girls scouts
PALMER
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PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

PAID FOR BY LAURENT MCDONALD

• Integrity
• Experience
• Education
Town Meeting is 
considered to be the 
cornerstone of democracy. 
Samuel Adams referred to 
them as “the cradle of liberty!”

Bring Back The Art of 
Respectful Debate!

Please Vote For
Laurent R. McDonald – Moderator
TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2025

Congratulations to the

The young girl scouts showing off their paintings.	 Turley Photo by Abigail McCoy
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PALMER/MONSON – 
Next week, both Palmer and 
Monson will hold their an-
nual town elections. Multiple 
candidates have submitted 
their statements for election 
to the Journal Register. Palm-
er’s election is Tuesday, June 
9 while Monson’s is Wednes-
day, June 10.

John Morrell
Monson Select Board

 (candidate for re-election)
“My name is John Mor-

rell and I live at 15 East Hill 
Road. I’ve lived in Monson 
for 70 years. This upcoming 
election on June 10th for Se-
lectboard is not about whether 
you’re a Democrat or Repub-
lican but it’s about keeping 
our residents safe, educating 
our children and maintaining 
our small town’s character. 
My platform is experience, 
honesty and trust. During the 
time I’ve lived in Monson I’ve 
served our town for 54 years 
in different elected positions. 
As your Highway Survey-
or for 39 years during which 
I obtained over 22 million 
dollars in road improvement 
grants that the town would 
not have otherwise been en-
titled to. I also served on 
the Monson Water and Sew-
er Commission for 6 years 
during which time I found 
over 100 thousand dollars in 
The Conant Dam Brook Ac-
count of Federal Funds I used 
to build a new facility for that 
department adjacent to the 
highway garage and got that 
department out of the crowd-
ed and antiquated town annex 
basement.I also have served 9 
years on the Selectboard. Our 
current board’s persistence 
has paid off as the state has 
hired a contractor to demol-
ish and remove several old 
buildings at the Monson De-
velopmental Center. The state 
has also hired a developer to 
put the property out for future 
use which will bring new tax 
dollars to Monson. This pro-
cess will start very soon. With 
all my years of experience 
with town government I have 
established good working re-
lationships with both Federal 
and State officials, and other 
agencies such as Mass Dot. 
They listen to me and return 
my calls. This is huge as these 
connections take time and are 
critical to the town. I would 
appreciate your consideration 
for voting for me and allow-
ing me to continue to serve on 
the Selectboard. Thank you!”

Laurent McDonald
Monson Town Moderator

Dear Monson Voters,
I had the pleasure of 

serving as your fire chief from 
2012-2019; and now I would 
like to serve as your next 
Moderator.

When we come together 
at Town Meeting, we fulfill an 
important role as the Town’s 
legislative body, a co-equal 
branch of local government 
that among other things, 
makes the final decision on 
salaries, budget, and bylaws.

Town Meetings are con-
sidered to be the cornerstone 
of democracy. Samuel Adams 
referred to them as the “cradle 
of liberty”.

The Moderator’s job is 
to be a neutral party presid-
ing over the debate, giving 
the legislators (you the voter) 
an opportunity to speak, ad-
dressing points of order and 
motions, and making final 
declarations of votes.

I have nearly 45 years 
of experience working in all 
three levels of government, 
federal, state, and local. I am 
a 21-year retired veteran of 
the United States Air Force. 
I have presided over sever-
al organizations throughout 
my career in public, private, 
and non-profit service, in-
cluding the Air Force Ser-
geants Association, Southern 
Worcester County Communi-
ty Development Corporation, 
Southbridge Charter Review 
Committee, Western Mas-
sachusetts Fire Chiefs As-
sociation, Hampden County 
Fire Mutual Aid Association, 
Southbridge Redevelopment 
Authority, and Southbridge 
Town Council.

I have a Master of Pub-
lic Administration Degree, a 
Bachelor Degree in Fire Sci-
ence and Government, and 
an Associate Degree in Fire 
Science, Leadership, and 
Management. I am a 1983 
graduate of Southbridge High 
School where my studies in-
cluded academics and music.

As your Moderator, I will 
be respectful of your time and 
work to ensure the business of 
Town Meeting is conducted in 
a fair, consistent, and efficient 
manner.

Please vote for me for 
your next Town Moderator on 
Tuesday, June 10th, 2025.

Roxanne Gunther
Monson Select Board
My name is Roxanne 

Gunther and I am running 
for the Monson Select Board 
and I’d like to tell you a lit-
tle about myself. I’m a wife, 
mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother. I have 
lived in Monson since 2003. 
I previously worked for the 
City of Springfield in two 
different departments and am 
familiar with how munici-
palities work. I’m also Pres-
ident of the Quaboag Riders 
Women’s Auxiliary and have 
enjoyed participating for the 
last fifteen years in the Doll 
Carriage and Bike Parade 
during Summerfest each year. 
I, along with others, work the 
concessions during the Hill 
Climb events and feed lots of 
people. I was also involved in 
gathering information to help 
Save the Hill (Monson Hill 
Climbs) when it was threat-
ened with closure a few years 
back, and we prevailed along 
with the support of members 
of our community and be-
yond. I have been attending 
Board and Committee meet-
ings for years, gaining knowl-
edge for better understanding 
of how our government works 

and sharing that information 
with others when needed.   If 
I had questions, I would do 
research, whether by asking 
someone, using my comput-
er, calls to Boston and even 
other towns to clarify.  People 
know I do my homework and 
I am more than willing to help 
anyone with any issue they 
may have.   Three years ago, 
I was appointed to the Gener-
al Bylaw Committee and we 
were tasked with updating our 
General Bylaws to bring them 
more in line with the present.  
We met every two weeks and 
at times, every week, for two 
hours at a time.  The fruits of 
our labor were voted on and 
approved at the last annual 
town meeting and I am very 
proud of our work.   It upsets 
me to see citizens being treat-
ed unfairly and I think that as 
a town, we can do better.  It’s 
time for someone that pays 
attention to detail and knows 
what is happening.  The time 
for change is now and I be-
lieve I am that change and 
that I will make a difference. 
It’s time for someone who is 
willing to question the status 
quo to make our town a better 
place. Things need to change 
and the first change is a vote 
for me. I will do my best to 
make sure that things are done 
correctly and people treated 
fairly. Vote Roxanne Gunther, 
June 10, 2025 and Thank You!

Jessica Ferry
Councilor-At-Large
My name is Jessica Ferry 

and I’m running for reelection 
for Town Council At-Large 
because I believe in Palmer 
and in the crucial role local 
government has in our every-
day lives.

Public service has al-
ways had a profound pres-
ence in my life. I’m the proud 
daughter of a combat veteran 
and a longtime member of 
the Palmer Fire Department. 
From a young age, I saw di-
rectly what it meant to serve 
our community.

That same spirit empow-
ers my full-time work. My 
entire career has been in state 
and local government, spe-
cializing in municipal finance 
and administration. I under-
stand how to balance bud-
gets, manage services, and 
navigate complex challenges 
while keeping the needs of 
residents prioritized.

I’m a proud graduate of 
Palmer Public Schools and I 
hold a bachelor’s degree and a 
master’s in public policy from 
UMass Amherst, an opportu-
nity made possible by strong 
public education and support 
systems that I will always be 
an advocate for.

My journey in town 
government began when I 
served as an intern in the 
Town Manager’s office. The 
experience of connecting 
with residents and working 
alongside dedicated town em-
ployees inspired me to run 
for Town Council. I wanted 
to help shape our future, and 
I’m honored to have had that 

opportunity over the past six 
years.

During my time on the 
Town Council, I’ve been 
proud to take part in shaping 
Palmer’s long-term vision. 
I served on the Master Plan 
Steering Committee, help-
ing develop a comprehensive 
guide for our town’s growth 
and development. Now, as a 
member of the Master Plan 
Implementation Committee, 
I’m working to see those goals 
turned into action, ensuring 
we are working towards our 
future with intention.

Additionally, I’ve served 
on the hiring committees for 
both our Town Manager and 
Superintendent of Palmer 
Public Schools. These are two 
critical leadership positions 
in our community, and I took 
seriously the responsibility to 
help select individuals who 
share Palmer’s values and ex-
cellence in public service.

One project I will con-
tinue to follow through with 
is West-East Rail. As an avid 
rail traveler visiting family 
and friends in New York, New 
Jersey, and Washington, D.C., 
I know the value of public 
transit. I’ve advocated to state 
leaders to help position Palm-
er as a stop when service ex-
pands in 2029, and I’m com-
mitted to seeing that through. 
As much as we all advocated 
to have the rail station in our 
downtown area, we need to be 
unified in accepting the loca-
tion determined by Mass DOT 
and recognizing the benefit 
passenger rail will bring to 
Palmer’s economy as well as 
offering greater access to jobs 
in eastern Massachusetts. 

Through responsible 
budgeting, we’ve been able 
to preserve and expand ser-
vices, including keeping our 
Senior Center open five days 
a week and investing in a full-
time recreation department. 
We will continue efforts to 
improve parks, athletic fields, 
and trails, as well as cultivate 
programs that support art and 
culture for residents in all 
stages of life. I’m commit-
ted to making Palmer a place 
where residents can connect 
while staying physically and 
mentally active. The Council 
is also prioritizing increased 
access and transparency by 
organizing monthly meetings 
at the Senior Center and larg-
er public forums at the police 
station this summer with a 
commitment to creating more 
opportunities for residents to 
ask questions, share ideas, 
and stay informed about the 
decisions that affect them.

I also support exploring 
the consolidation of Palm-
er’s three fire and four water 
districts into a single fire and 
water district. There is a rea-
son why most communities in 
Massachusetts have one fire 
department and one water de-
partment. It is a more efficient 
use of taxpayer dollars and al-
lows for broader organization 
and comprehensive planning 
that all taxpayers financially 
support the same level of ser-

vice. This will require a com-
mitment from the prudential 
committees in each of the 
districts as well as a desire for 
change from voters.

As we look ahead, we 
must do so with hope and 
pragmatism. We are entering 
a period of economic uncer-
tainty. Rising costs, uncertain 
state revenues, and long-term 
infrastructure needs requires 
prudent leadership to manage. 
I am committed to respon-
sibly managing the growth 
of our tax levy while being 
mindful of what residents can 
afford. Balancing fiscal re-
sponsibility with community 
needs is key to making Palm-
er a place where people want 
to live and invest in. I believe 
we can meet these challenges 
as long as we stay focused, 
work together, and hold onto 
the values that make Palmer 
resilient.

Serving on the Town 
Council has been a great hon-
or. I’ve proudly represented 
the next generation of civic 
leadership in Palmer. With 
your support, I’ll continue to 
bring energy, experience, and 
optimism to the work ahead.

Thank you for the oppor-
tunity to serve and for believ-
ing in Palmer’s potential.

Sandra Noonan
Palmer School Committee 
(candidate for re-election)

My name is Sandra 
Noonan and I am running for 
my third term on the Palmer 
School Committee. My rea-
son for running in 2019, and 
again in 2025, is simple and 
remains the same. I want the 
best possible education we 
can offer to all of the chil-
dren of Palmer. I am a retired 
teacher spending my entire 
career in the Palmer Public 
School district. My five chil-
dren, and three of my grand-
children, attend/have attended 
the Palmer Schools. Public 
school education is my pas-
sion; that has never wavered.

Palmer has incredible 
kids; I have been privileged 
to teach them and current-
ly observe them in action in 
sports, school plays, concerts, 
and academic pursuits. They 
deserve all of our best efforts 
so they can continue to thrive 
and become the best they can 
be -successful, productive, 
caring individuals, who will 
hopefully give back to their 
communities.

In 2019, the Palmer 
School Committee chose Mr. 
Matt Francis as Superinten-
dent. Since his hire, he has 
restored confidence in the 
school system and worked 
tirelessly at building rela-
tionships with the school and 
town communities. He has 

initiated several important 
programs such as free univer-
sal preschool and a Business 
Pathway track at PHS. Mr. 
Francis has exercised fiscal 
responsibility under the con-
straints of tight budgets and 
has made information and 
accountability systems much 
more efficient, to better serve 
our school population. Staff 
professional development has 
greatly improved, and collab-
oration among staff has been 
strongly supported. Under his 
leadership, the Palmer High 
School track was finally com-
pleted, and PHS continues 
to provide a wide variety of 
sports at no cost to students. 
Some school-choice students 
have returned to the system, 
and he persists in his efforts to 
bring more of them back. Mr. 
Francis is totally dedicated to 
the mission that all students, 
families and staff feel a sense 
of belonging in the Palmer 
Schools. 

I am proud to have been a 
part of this process as a mem-
ber of the School Committee 
and would like to continue 
with these important endeav-
ors. With the support of the 
voters in Palmer, I will con-
tinue to serve. Thank you.

Emily Malcovsky
Palmer Planning Board

I have a few reasons that 
drove me to run for the Plan-
ning Board in Palmer. I feel 
like we should be looking 
forward to our future here, 
and trying to keep it a place 
our kids want to live and en-
joy. I want to help guide new 
development in Town in a 
manner that is satisfactory to 
the residents and beneficial to 
any new businesses wanting 
to set up shop. Development 
can sometimes be scary but 
if managed correctly, it can 
bring many amenities to the 
Town. We should strive to-
wards a vibrant downtown 
area, which is welcoming 
to residents while providing 
a space that people want to 
spend time in, this would also 
be beneficial for everyone. 
My top priority is to help cre-
ate an affordable, safe, walk-
able community that allows 
for a distinct downtown feel 
in our village centers while 
preserving our open space and 
trails. Our zoning code needs 
reform and modernization in 
order to make these ideas the 
standard. I have worked in the 
Building Department since 
2015 and I think I’ve learned 
a lot about the local area, in-
cluding not only our planning 
regulations, but the residents 
of the area and how they feel 
about the Town they live in.

Thank you, 
Emily Malcovsky 

Candidates for upcoming election deliver statements

Please Vote for
Honesty & Experience

Re-Elect
JOHN MORRELL

Monson Select Board
Tuesday, June 10th

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Dear friends,
I have lived in Monson for 70 years. I have had the 
honor to serve the people of Monson for 39 years as 
Highway Supervisor, 6 years on the Water & Sewer 
Commission and 9 years on the Select Board.

I would appreciate your support at the polls in June.

  John
PAID FOR BY JOHN MORRELL

VOTE 
John “Hub”

MORRELL
★★★★★★★★★★
SELECT BOARD

1504 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
 (413) 283-3511

362 Sewall St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 589-7308

KELLY KELLY && VELÁZQUEZ VELÁZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D., P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELÁZQUEZ, M.D.

DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

Accepting New Patients

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693
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Family Friendly Dining Room and Cozy Lounge with a Full Bar & Keno

Our Hours of Operation
Monday: 4pm-8pm

Tuesday & Wednesday:
11am-2pm & 4pm-8pm

Thursday & Friday:
 11am-2pm & 4pm-9pm

Saturday: 4pm-9pm

Try Our Weekly Specials
Monday & Tuesday: 

Pot Roast/ Pork Roast (alternating)
Wednesday:

Turkey Dinner
Thursday - Saturday: 

Fresh Seafood
Saturday:

16oz Prime Rib
 

We Take Pre-orders on all Dinners

We, the undersigned citizens of Monson, stand in unified and dedicated 
support to re-elect JOHN MORRELL to Monson Select Board. 
His more than 54 years of service to the people of Monson in a number 
of positions is unequaled in recent history. His documented record of 
delivering on promises and his genuine compassion for our community 
is unique, unequaled today and a lesson to us all.
 
Tom Haley Henry Ford
Tom Nasiatka Robert & Deborah Lamb, Jr.
Peter Warren Len & Barb Hooton
Peter Wiggins Joseph & Judy Hinchey
Dr. Richard Smith Mike Fitzpatrick
John Martin John Newland
Herb Murray Marie Bren
Irv Arnold Dennis Sheehan
Michelle Loglisci Peter Nothe
Sandy Bailey Douglas North
Ben Murphy John Rahkonen
Brad Medieros Craig Levesque
Robert Nasiatka Steve Nasiatka
Cam Pafumi Mark Kline
Scott Malo Tom Brown
Dennis Donovan Jessica Klisiewicz
Phil Nothe John Gola
Bruce Harris Aaron Carpenter
Jamison Dupuis Bret Douty
Dene’ & Charlie Ackerman Lisa & Domenic Picardi
Paul Bourbeau Karen & TJ Davis
Mike & Tina Vailancourt David L. Sarrette
Prescott Watson Mike Tassinari 
Jerry Talbot Thomas and Susan Clayson
Shawn and Jen Gouvin Mike and Laura Cuipenski
Eric and Amy Johnson Dan and Johanna Tassinari

PLEASE JOIN US AND 
RE-ELECT JOHN MORRELL 

TO OUR SELECT BOARD ON TUESDAY JUNE 10, 2025.

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

PAID FOR BY JOHN MORRELL

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, 

HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

Computer 
Security Class

• Basic Computer Use — 
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

Next Computer Security Class
July 30 - Call for Details!

Submitted photos

✯ VETERANS HONORED AT MEMORIAL DAY EVENTS ✯
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Letters to the 
editor policy
Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, 
and guest columns between 
500-800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require that the 
person submitting the opinion 
also include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone 
number. We must confirm au-
thorship prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or with-
hold any submissions deemed 
to be libelous, unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal attacks, or 
defamation of character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com
The submission deadline for
consideration is Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up to 
250 words from local residents endorsing 
candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to journalregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
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will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will 
be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be 
printed. If the volume of letters received is 
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a rep-
resentative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about con-
tested races for Congress, state Senate, 
state House, district attorney and Governor’s 
Council during the weeks leading up to the 
election, as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases 
will be printed, nor will reporters cover polit-
ical rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may 
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about 
paid advertising in The Journal Register.
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Viewpoints

As I look out my 
living room 
w i n d ow, 

I can see the 
chubby round 
buds of one 
of my favorite 
June-bloomers, 
the peony. No 
doubt, the plant 
will be in full 
flower just in time 
for my birthday, as 
it has for a number of decades.  

Read on to learn all you 
need to know, straight from 
the archives!

Who doesn’t love the pe-
ony? Its frilly flowers, fine fra-
grance and fit form make it a 
favorite in the June perennial 
border.  

And although it only 
blooms for a short while, the 
plant itself is reliably hardy 
and notably long lived in our 
climate. In fact, the peony that 
grows in my garden is one my 
great grandmother grew in the 
1930s!  

Here are a few tips to 
keep your peonies thriving for 
the next seventy years.

Planting   
Peonies are best planted 

in the fall, September or Oc-
tober in our area. This timing 
will give the plants an oppor-
tunity to develop a healthy 
stand of feeder roots before 
the ground freezes. 

Choose a location that 
receives six or more hours of 
sun a day. Don’t skimp on the 
size of the planting hole; one 
that measures a foot and a half 
deep by two and a half feet 
wide will sustain the plant for 
many years.  

If your soil is average, the 
addition of a balanced fertiliz-
er may be all that is necessary 
at planting. Soils that are lean 
should be improved prior to 

planting by amending the hole 
with roughly equal parts good 
soil and aged compost or ma-
nure.  

Peonies prefer a pH of 
6.0-7.0, a wide enough range 
to accommodate most home 
garden situations. If your soil 
is more acidic than that, bring 
up your pH by adding lime.  

Mail order plants usually 
arrive bareroot. These can be 
soaked in a bucket of water 
overnight to rehydrate prior to 
planting.  

When it comes time to 
plant, remember this: eyes 
point up, roots point down! 
Eyes should end up no more 
than two inches below the soil 
surface; any deeper than that 
and flowers may be sacrificed. 
Get your plants off to a good 
start by watering occasion-
ally until the ground freezes. 
Once it does, a light mulch 
can be applied over the peo-
nies to prevent them from be-
ing heaved out of the ground 
during periods of freeze and 
thaw.  

Fertilizing and Watering  
Peonies fertilized at plant-

ing time require no additional 
food until the following fall. 
Bear in mind that too much 
nitrogen will encourage lots of 
leaves but few roots and flow-
ers. For that reason choose a 
fertilizer that is lower in nitro-

gen than the other nutrients.  
After the third 

season fertilize after 
blooming, as 
well as in the 
fall. An estab-

lished peony 
is drought 
resistant, but 

if spring rains 
are scarce, a weekly 
watering will promote 
good flowers.

Staking  
Heavy peony flowers, 

especially the old-fashioned 
types will no doubt bow down 
to the ground in the wind and 
rain unless staked. I usual-
ly pick some for the vase in 
the bud stage in an attempt 
to avoid this task, but nev-
ertheless it makes the plant 
nice and tidy and should be 
accomplished. Middle weight 
bamboo stakes inserted into 
the ground on the outer edge 
of the plant cut to three-quar-
ters its height, work well. Run 
two rows of twine or jute at 
one third and two thirds up the 
bamboo, respectively. Simply 
start by tying a knot on one 
stake, wrapping around the 
next and tightening as you go.  

If green bamboo and jute 
are used the staking will hard-
ly be visible, especially if you 
don’t tighten so much that it 
looks unnatural. I have been 
using a three rung, large to-
mato cage with success for the 
last several years. The key is to 
get the cage in place early!

Diseases  
One year my peony buds 

wilted and dried up just pri-
or to bloom. The culprit was 
botrytis.  

Good hygiene can reduce 
the risk of this fungus invading 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
I’m a retired Navy 

veteran, who is going to 
be turning 65 years old 
this year. 

My question is con-
cerning mandatory Medi-
care sign-up requirements. 
Why do I have to sign up 
for Medicare coverage at 
65 when I can’t start col-
lecting full Social Security 
benefits until I turn 67? 
My Social Security benefits 
will not pay for my man-
datory Medicare because 
I can’t start collecting full 
Social Security benefits un-
til I’m 67. 

I currently pay for Tri-
care and utilize my local 
Veterans Administration 
medical facilities and refer-
rals for my healthcare. With 
me turning 65 and having 
to wait until I’m 67 for my 
full Social Security benefits, 
it just seems unfair that I’ll 
have to pay out of pocket 
Medicare monthly expenses 
for two years. Is there any 
way to avoid this unfair 
penalty? 
Signed: Retired Navy Vet 

 
Dear Retired Navy Vet: 

First, I want to thank 
you for your military ser-
vice to our country. Please 
know that here at the 
AMAC Foundation we care 
a lot about our veterans and 
you may find the “For Vet-
erans” section of our Foun-
dation website interesting – 
visit www.amacfoundation.
org.   

 Regarding your ques-
tion, you should be aware 
that enrolling in Medicare 
is not mandatory, but there 
are consequences if you 
do not enroll when you be-
come eligible, normally at 
age 65). For one thing, if 
you are a retired veteran on 
military TriCare, you will 
lose your TriCare benefits 
if you don’t enroll in Medi-
care when you are eligible. 

TriCare requires that 
you enroll in Medicare 
when eligible. And, since 
you are not yet collecting 
Social Security, you will be 
required to separately pay 
the Medicare Part B pre-
mium directly to Medicare; 
they will bill you when you 
enroll in Medicare. Anoth-
er potential consequence is 
that if you do not enroll in 
Medicare Part B when you 
are first eligible, you may 
incur a lifetime late enroll-
ment penalty for enrolling 
in Part B later.  

Something else to keep 
in mind is that there are two 
“parts” to Medicare - Part 
A, which is coverage for 
inpatient hospitalization 
services and Part B, which 
is coverage for outpatient 
healthcare services – doc-
tors, medical tests, etc. 
Medicare Part A is free to 
you, but there is a premium 
for Medicare Part B ($185/
month for 2025). 

Note that you will need 
to pay a Part B premium as 
long as you are enrolled in 

Medicare Part B (it doesn’t 
go away after you are col-
lecting Social Security, but 
it is taken from your Social 
Security payment). And 
there is no way for you to 
avoid the Part B premium 
after enrolling and enroll-
ing in Part B is necessary 
for you to continue your 
military TriCare-for-life 
benefits. Note that Medi-
care Part A and Part B do 
not include prescription 
drug coverage, but your 
TriCare coverage usually 
does.  

It’s important to note 
that Medicare and Social 
Security are two indepen-
dent senior programs with 
different eligibility rules. 
As you may know, you can 
collect early (reduced) So-
cial Security at age 65 (and 
have your Medicare Part 
B premium deducted from 
your SS payment). But you 
would be collecting Social 
Security early and, in ad-
dition to a reduced benefit, 
you would also be subject 
to Social Security’s annual 
earnings test if you are still 
working. The SS earnings 
test limits how much you 
can earn before some of 
your SS benefits are tak-
en away if you exceed the 
earning limit prior to your 
full retirement age. 

 So, is it unfair that you 
must pay for Medicare Part 
B before you are collecting 
Social Security? Well, I 
think not, because the two 
programs are completely 
independent benefits (the 
Social Security Adminis-
tration merely administers 
Medicare payments as a 
convenience). Remember 
your Medicare Part A is 
free, but you must pay a 
premium for Part B, and 
you must take both to retain 
your military TriCare-for-
Life benefits. You can visit 
this site to see how to pay 
your Medicare premiums 
until it is later deducted 
from your Social Security 
payment: www.medicare.
gov/basics/costs/pay-pre-
miums/online-bill-pay.    

Once again, thank 
you for your service to our 
country. 

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administra-
tion or any other govern-
mental entity. This article 
is intended for information 
purposes and does not rep-
resent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association 
Mature Citizens Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National 
Social Security Associa-
tion  To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

I’m a retired veteran; 
why must I pay 
for Medicare? 

A Brimfield resident re-
ported a yellow bel-
lied sapsucker pair in 

his yard. 
He said in an email, “I be-

gan seeing a male yellow-bel-
lied sapsucker at a dogwood 
tree in front of the house. The 
bird was there every day last 
week. On Saturday, I saw a 
female on the same tree. I’ll 
try to find a nest, I did find a 
sapsucker nest in the Brim-
field State Forest a few years 
ago.” He also has a mountain 
ash in his yard with lots of 
sapsucker holes.

Yellow-bellied sapsuck-
ers lap up the leaking sap 
and any trapped insects with 
its specialized, brush-tipped 
tongue from holes they makes 
in a variety of trees especially 
birch and maples 

Like many of the wood-
pecker family, it has barred 
black and white feathers with 
a red cap. The male also has 
a red throat. They sit still on 
tree trunks for long intervals 

while feeding. To find one, 
listen for their loud mewing 
calls or stuttered drumming.

Sapsuckers inhabit 
young deciduous forests. 
To find a sapsucker’s terri-
tory, people should keep an 
eye out for their distinctive, 
neatly organized rows of sap 
wells. They cling motionless 
to trees while calling, bird-
ers should look closely at 
the trees around the for their 
sharply contrasting black-
and-white face stripes and the 
bright-red patches on their 
heads.

The Yellow-bellied Sap-
sucker makes two kinds of 
holes in trees to harvest sap. 
Round holes extend deep in 
the tree and are not enlarged. 
The sapsucker inserts its bill 
into the hole to probe for 
sap. Rectangular holes are 
shallower and must be main-
tained continually for the sap 
to flow. The sapsucker licks 
the sap from these holes, and 
eats the cambium of the tree 

too. New holes usually are 
made in a line with old holes, 
or in a new line above the old.

The sap wells made by 
yellow-bellied sapsuckers 
attract hummingbirds, which 
also feed off the sap flowing 
from the tree. Other birds as 
well as bats and porcupines 
also visit sapsucker sap wells. 
Although a few individuals 
remain throughout much of 
the winter in the southern part 
of the breeding range, most 
head farther south, going as 
far south as Panama. Females 
tend to migrate farther south 
than do males.

Other birds
The Brimfield resident 

reports the return of the 
rose-breasted grosbeak, cat-
bird and great crested fly-
catcher. His wife saw two 
great crested flycatcher near 
the nest box a pair used last 
year. 
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The peony takes the stage in June

Yellow bellied sapsucker

in my

By Ellenor Downer
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Eagle nests
The Brimfield resident 

also reported a tree with a 
bald eagle nest at the Steb-
bins Wildlife Refuge in 
Longmeadow fell down and 
the fire department rescued 

two chicks. They have been 
placed in the care of a lo-
cal raptor rehabilitator. The 
chicks look to be fully grown, 
but unable to fly. He will care 
for the birds until they are old 
enough to release.

In Ludlow there is anoth-
er eagle nest and there are two 

chicks in that nest also but 
they are still very young, their 
heads are just visible above 
the rim of the nest.

Solitary sandpiper
The Brimfield resident 

reported seeing a solitary 
sandpiper at one of the ponds 

in Warren. He said he has 
seen spotted sandpipers there, 
but this was the first time he 
saw a solitary sandpiper at 
that location.

Black bear
Saturday, May 24 I saw a 

black bear walking down the 

side of my road about 4:30 
p.m. I slowly followed him in 
my car. He left the road and 
went up a steep path lead-
ing into some woods. At the 
top of the hill, he turned and 
looked oward the road. He 
had a healthy, dark black coat 
of fur.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 
448, Barre, MA 01005

your garden. Each fall simply 
cut the stems of herbaceous 
peonies down to the ground. 
Haul them off to the trash, 
don’t compost.  

If watering is necessary, 
do so early in the morning and 
water at the plant’s base rather 
than overhead to keep foliage 
dry. Any stems that show signs 
of wilting should be cut away 
and thrown in the trash as well. 
Disinfect clippers in between 
cuts.  

By next weekend, I am 

sure there will be peonies in 
a vase, perfuming the entire 
room, just like they have for 
a number of decades each 
June…

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.   

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 
DOMESTIC HAM .....................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
6/5/25-6/11/256/5/25-6/11/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN 
SUPERIOR ON MAIN JUMBO PAK

ECLAIRS CREAM FILLED 30.75 OZ 

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 1 LB BAG

COOKED SHRIMP 51/60 CT .......

$166
lb

ea
$999

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED

FRIED CHICKEN CUT UP.............. $249

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ..............

$399
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 
CUTLETS CUBED ..............................

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST LOUIS PORK RIBS .........

$249
lb

lb
$369

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
MUENSTER CHEESE ............ $499

lb

lb
$264

$444
lb

BEEF EYE ROUND
WHOLE

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIB EYE STEAKS
$959

lb

$399

USDA INSP. STOREMADE CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS ......

lb

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

$259
lb

lb

USDA INSP. MACKENZIE 12 OZ.

NATURAL CASING HOT DOGS ......$299

Program Meeting
Wednesday, June 11th

Work Days 
Saturdays 

June 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th

COME ON SATURDAYS
AND DRIVE A TRAIN!

Interested in more information
amherstrail.org

Operating Since 1965 

1130 S Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069

(413) 267-4555

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal
 Are you having difficulty communicating 

with your partner, struggling with 
boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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By Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer

amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – In a contin-
uation of the Annual Fire and 
Water District One Meeting 
on Tuesday, May 27, held at 
the Palmer Public Library, 
residents voted to approve 
an amended fiscal year 2026 
budget for the Palmer Fire 
Department. The meeting 
marked a critical turning 
point in the department’s his-
tory, as officials detailed their 
transition from a traditional 
fire service to a full-service 
emergency response agency 
following the abrupt closure 
of Palmer Ambulance in late 
2024.

After nearly three hours 
of debate and public com-
ment, voters approved Article 
4, the Fire Department’s op-
erating budget, by a vote of 
61 in favor and 43 opposed. 
The final approved amount 
of $1,426,129.36 reflect-
ed a reduction of more than 
$103,000 from the original 
proposal, which had asked 
for $1,529,736.42. The bud-
get includes funding for nine 
full-time firefighter EMTs 
and 24/7 in-station coverage, 
both fire and EMS services, 
and various line-item adjust-
ments aimed at minimizing 
the tax burden.

“This is the most signif-
icant transformation in the 
history of this department,” 
said Fire Chief William Ber-
nat, who presented alongside 
firefighter and EMS Coordi-
nator John Castro, Commis-
sioner Dan Belanger, and 
Lieutenants Anthony Garos 
and John Fitzgerald.

Decline in on-call re-
sponders spurs shift to full-
time staffing

During the presentation, 
department officials outlined 
the evolution of their staffing 
model over the past decade, 
driven by a decline in avail-
able on-call volunteers and 
an increasing volume of calls.

In 2016, the department 
averaged nearly four on-
call responders per incident. 
By 2024, that number had 
dropped to just 2.5 respond-
ers on average. Officials cit-
ed a range of factors behind 
the decline, including stricter 

training requirements (NFPA, 
OSHA), the increasing num-
ber of residents working 
multiple jobs or living out 
of town, and the general un-
availability of part-time re-
sponders for overnight and 
weekend calls.

“You can’t just page peo-
ple out and hope they show 
up anymore,” said Castro. 
“The system doesn’t work 
like it used to.”

To adapt, the department 
moved from having just two 
full-time firefighters in ear-
ly 2016 to eight full-time 
personnel by 2024, with a 
ninth planned in the newly 
approved budget. Full 24/7 
in-house staffing was imple-
mented after the collapse of 
Palmer Ambulance in No-
vember 2024.

Emergency Medical Ser-
vices: From backup to prima-
ry provider

Palmer Fire’s EMS in-
volvement began as early as 
2018 when the department 
started responding to medical 
emergencies to support the 
then-private Palmer Ambu-
lance. Over time, their role 
expanded to cover overlap-
ping calls and provide mu-
tual aid. In 2023–2024, fire-
fighters completed full EMT 
training, and the department 
retrofitted a donated 2007 
ambulance into a fully li-
censed vehicle, designated 

Ambulance 161.
“We were planning for 

30 calls a month. Then in 
one month, we did 183,” said 
Castro, referring to the spike 
in EMS call volume follow-
ing Palmer Ambulance’s sud-
den closure.

With no other licensed 
EMS provider in town, Palm-
er Fire became the default 
service. The October 2024 
numbers show 42 EMS calls 
with 40 resulting in patient 
transports. In November, that 
jumped to 183 calls, prompt-
ing concerns over staff burn-
out and operational sus-
tainability. In response, the 
department pivoted to perma-
nent, in-station coverage at 
all hours.

“This wasn’t something 
we planned for overnight,” 
said Chief Bernat. “But when 
Palmer Ambulance shut 
down, we had no choice. It 
fell into our lap.”

Budget adjustments and 
cost-saving measures

To reduce the proposed 
increase to taxpayers, the 
department and Finance 
Committee worked togeth-
er to amend the budget. Key 
reductions and adjustments 
included:

• Salary increases scaled 
back from 3% to 2%

• Elimination of a pro-
posed Deputy Chief position

• Converting a full-time 

administrative role to part-
time

• Replacing two captains 
with a more cost-effective 
shift supervisor structure

• Reclassifying EMS 
stipends and moving them 
from the fire budget to the 
receipts-funded ambulance 
budget

• Reassigning one fire-
fighter salary to be funded 
by EMS revenue rather than 
taxes

According to Bonnie 
Rathbone, the Finance Com-
mittee president, “We did 
everything we could to pull 
things off taxation.”

The final taxpayer im-
pact of the budget is esti-
mated at $127.28 per year, 
based on a home assessed 
at $296,000, which is about 
$0.35 per day.

Administrative Budget 
and Clerical Corrections

Article 5, the adminis-
trative budget, also passed 
after being amended up-
ward to reflect corrections 
in clerical errors and recal-
culations. The final total was 
$240,605.50, up from an 
original $226,034. Increases 
were tied to updated retire-
ment contributions, payroll 
taxes (Medicare and FICA), 
and rising operational costs 
such as paper supplies.

Multiple residents 
voiced frustration over the 

timing of the budget correc-
tions, which were introduced 
the day of the vote.

“Whoever does your 
math needs to go back to 
school,” one resident shouted 
during the public comment 
period.

Officials acknowledged 
the errors but stressed they 
were promptly corrected and 
did not reflect any misman-
agement.

Public Commentary: Di-
vided Yet Engaged

Community members 
expressed a mix of con-
cern, support, and caution 
throughout the evening.

Supportive voices in-
cluded:

“They were handed five 
days’ notice. You can’t blame 
the fire department for that,” 
said a resident from Oakland 
Street.

“You may not like the 
cost, but I dare you to put a 
price on saving your neigh-
bor’s life,” added Chris 
Smith, another resident.

Critics raised broader 
issues:

“Every year it’s another 
tax hike, and no clear end in 
sight,” said one voter.

“This whole process is 
disorganized and confusing. 
We need better transparen-
cy,” another noted, pointing 
to a lack of early communi-
cation about budget changes 
and inconsistent document 
formatting that combined fire 
and EMS expenses.

Long-Term Goals and 
ISO Rating

Looking to the future, 
Chief Bernat said the depart-
ment is aiming to improve 
Palmer’s ISO (Insurance 
Services Office) rating from 
6–6.5 to 5, which could re-
duce homeowner insurance 
premiums.

“Adding 24/7 coverage 
gives us a real shot at lower-
ing that ISO rating,” he said.

Roy also mentioned on-
going discussions about the 
potential consolidation of the 
fire and water districts into a 
single, more efficient public 
safety entity. The department 
is also pursuing the acquisi-
tion of equipment and assets 
from the defunct Palmer Am-
bulance service.

Article 6 and Beyond: 

EMS Receipts, Equipment, 
and Capital Spending

Voters approved Ar-
ticle 6, which authoriz-
es the department to use 
$955,810.38 in EMS receipts 
(reduced from an original 
$1,025,161.81) for ambu-
lance-related operations. The 
receipts-based ambulance 
budget is not funded through 
taxes.

A series of other articles 
also passed, including:

• Article 10: $25,000 for 
the Fire Department Reserve 
Fund

•Article 11: $30,000 for 
the Water Department Re-
serve Fund

•Article 12: $25,000 for 
the Stabilization Fund

• Article 14: $22,000 for 
brush fire turnout gear

• Article 18: $61,700 
from EMS receipts for an 
ALS defibrillator and cardiac 
monitor

• Article 19: $2,000 for 
medication storage equip-
ment

However, Article 17, 
which sought $375,588 to 
purchase a new ambulance, 
failed to gain approval. Res-
idents expressed concern 
over the cost and questioned 
whether refurbished units al-
ready owned by Palmer Am-
bulance, some manufactured 
between 2017 and 2019, 
might suffice.

Final Notes: Cautious 
Approval, Persistent Ques-
tions

While the meeting went 
on past 10 p.m. to finish the 
remaining articles, most ev-
eryone had left after the most 
contentious articles were 
discussed; with the depart-
ment securing key funds and 
approval to move forward, 
tensions around transparen-
cy, cost, and rapid change 
remain unresolved. Residents 
and officials alike acknowl-
edged the growing complex-
ity of running a modern fire 
and EMS department, espe-
cially in the wake of sudden 
service transitions.

“There’s no doubt we’re 
doing more than ever,” said 
Chief Bernat. “Now we need 
to make sure we continue 
to do it right… and that the 
community understands what 
it takes to get there.”

PFD budget approved as dept. takes on full-time EMS role

PalmerFire1: Moderator Stephen L. Marhelewicz presides over the meeting, introducing the 
articles and keeping discussions mostly on track.
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LUDLOW – The eve-
ning of May 31 was filled with 
pride, emotion, and celebra-
tion as the Western United Pi-
oneers Football Club honored 
37 graduating seniors during 
a special halftime ceremony 
at historic Lusitano Stadium. 
Held under the lights and light 
rain, the event brought together 
families, coaches, alumni, and 
soccer fans to recognize the 
achievements of student-ath-
letes who have helped shape 
the club’s legacy.

“These individuals have 
been more than just players on 
the field,” said Western United 
Pioneers FC President Carlos 
Chaves in his opening remarks. 

“They have been ambassadors 
of the club and pillars of our 
community. Their dedication, 
passion, and sportsmanship 
have left an indelible mark on 
our organization.”

The evening’s recognition 
ceremony honored graduating 
players from the club’s junior 
academy, many of whom are 
continuing their athletic ca-
reers at the collegiate level. 
Chaves emphasized that the 
event was more than a send-
off, it was a celebration of per-
sonal growth, commitment, 
and the role these players have 
played in the club’s success.

Among the honorees 
were standout players such as 
Chloe Laizer, Abigail Toomey, 
and Hudson Manzolini. One 
graduate, Chloe Laizer, was 
even the starting goalkeeper 

for the night’s match with the 
New England Mutiny, the re-
gion’s senior women’s profes-
sional team that shares a deep 
connection with the youth 
academy.

“Most of the women on 
the Mutiny roster are NCAA 
Division I collegiate athletes,” 
Chaves explained. “And Chloe, 
a high school senior, started 
in goal tonight. That tells you 
what kind of talent and com-
mitment we’re celebrating.”

Founded with the mission 
of developing young talent, 
the Western United Pioneers 
program today serves around 
800 athletes, half boys and 
half girls, from ages 4 through 
high school. The program has 
grown into a vital part of the 
regional soccer landscape, 
nurturing talent and fostering 
community spirit.

“Tonight is about all 37 
of our graduating seniors,” 
said Chaves. “Whether they’re 
going on to play in college or 
moving forward in life in oth-
er ways, we’re proud of them. 
We want to recognize the ded-
ication and passion they’ve 
shown not just to the sport, but 
to our community.”

Names of all the gradu-
ates were read aloud during 
the halftime ceremony, receiv-
ing enthusiastic applause from 
the packed stands. The full list 
includes:

Katelyn Gilhooly, Cal-
leigh Foley, Avery D’Amour, 
Allison Morris, Mia Carvalho, 
Evan Costa, Sophia Scyocur-
ka, Brianna Ribeiro, Robert 
Bustamante, Ethan Sousa, El-
eanor Leland, Colette Thayer, 
Taylor Colberg, Taryn Car-
riveau, Madeline Hockman, 
Parker Tunley, Gabriella Fi-
alho, Lilliana Barkyoumb, 
Derke Lonczak, Ryan Bau-

blitz, Madison Rathbone, 
Norah Walsh, Nicholas By-
rnes, Matthew Ryan, Loretta 
Petrashewicz, Carlos David, 
Thomas Wadas, Otis Chuan, 
Pasquale D’Ascoli, Helen 
Vissas, Casimir Pierre, Chloe 
Laizer, Joey Borelli, Abigail 
Toomey, Ryleigh Remillard, 
Fallon Clancy, and Hudson 
Manzolini.

The evening also marked 
a confluence of tradition and 
celebration. Lusitano Stadium, 
one of the nation’s oldest soc-
cer-specific stadiums, served 
as a fitting venue for such an 
occasion. Built in the 1920s, 
the walled stadium is home 
to both the Western Mass Pi-
oneers (USL League Two) 
and the New England Muti-
ny (United Women’s Soccer), 
both of which maintain strong 
ties to the junior academy.

“What makes this place 
special is the culture,” said 
Chaves. “It’s intimate, it’s fam-
ily-driven. You’ve got volun-
teers in the kitchen and at the 
bar. You’ve got local beer and 
Portuguese sandwiches being 
served. It feels like home.”

Despite dreary weather 
earlier in the day, spirits re-
mained high following the 
club’s spring picnic held be-
fore the match. Over 450 play-
ers, families, and supporters 
turned out for the event, which 
blended the grassroots spirit of 
the club with the professional-
ism of a matchday experience.

“Our kids had their pic-
nic in the rain, and then they 
stayed for the game,” Chaves 
said. “That’s what community 
looks like.”

As the Pioneers look to 
the future, leadership remains 
committed to fostering talent 
through experienced coaching 
and mentorship. The junior 
program’s Director of Coach-
ing, Federico Molinari, brings 
professional playing experi-
ence from Argentina and Italy 
and also serves as head coach 
for both the Mutiny and the 
men’s pro team.

“We’re a nonprofit, and 
what sets us apart is the soc-
cer-specific culture and fami-
ly atmosphere,” Chaves said. 
“We’re not just building play-
ers…we’re building people.”

As the night conclud-
ed, seniors posed for photos, 
hugged their teammates, and 
soaked in the applause one 
final time as youth players of 
the Western United Pioneers 
FC. The send-off was not only 
a tribute to past accomplish-
ments but a call to future great-
ness.

“You will always be part 
of our family,” said Chaves. 
“And we look forward to see-
ing the amazing things you’ll 
accomplish next.”

Western United Pioneers celebrate graduating seniors

91 Main Street Ware, MA 01082
413-277-0009

www.hannasonmain.com

We Are Open For Breakfast

Every Sunday 8am - 12pm

All of your
Favorite Breakfast

Items!
Bloody Ma

rys
Mimosa

OPEN FOR LUNCH
Wed - Fri at 11:00AM

Dinner served
Saturday from 11am - 10pm
& Sunday from 12pm - 9pm

Function Room Available!
(up to 50 people)

Book Your Event Today!

Weekly Events

Every Wednesday
$599 Burgers at 4PM

& Musical Bingo at 6:30

Every Thursday
$6 Pizza at 4PM &

Opinionation at 6:30

Every Friday
Live Entertainment,
Weekly Specials &

Fried Seafood Favorites

Prime Rib Dinner
Served Every Saturday 4pm - Close

Includes a generous portion of our
slow roasted prime rib

served with a baked potato
and a seasonal vegetable.

While Supplies Last!

Make Your
Reservations

For
Father’s Day

Today!

Thomas Wadas and Western United Pioneers Soccer Club 
President Carlos Chaves.

Mia Carvalho and Western United Pioneers Soccer Club 
President Carlos Chaves.

Norah Walsh and Western United Pioneers Soccer Club 
President Carlos Chaves.

Avery D’Amour and Western United Pioneers Soccer Club 
President Carlos Chaves.

Brianna Ribeiro and Western United Pioneers Soccer Club 
President Carlos Chaves.

Turley Photos by Abigail McCoy Some of the seniors who were recognized were at that night’s 
game. Chloe Laizer, Norah Walsh, Brianna Ribeiro, Mia Carvalho, Avery D’Amour, Calleigh Foley, 
Coach Federico Molinari, and Thomas Wadas. Turley Photos by Abigail McCoy
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BRIMFIELD – A windy 
morning on May 25 didn’t 
deter a group of determined 
women from rolling out their 
mats and lifting weights in 
the field behind Brimfield 
Winery. With upbeat music 
pulsing from a speaker and 
the winery and the vast fields 
as the backdrop, Rebecca 
Lehman led her first ever 
Wine Barre class; a blend of 
fitness, music, and communi-
ty in a truly scenic setting.

“This is my first class 
here,” Lehman said, smiling 
after the session conclud-
ed. “But I’ve been teaching 
group fitness for about six 
years, and I’ve been offering 
classes in this area since I 
moved here from California 
three years ago.”

Lehman, who now lives 
in Holland, teaches several 
styles of group fitness across 
multiple local venues, in-
cluding Hitchcock Academy 
in Brimfield, Inspired Fit-
ness Studio in Charlton, and 
Oakham Brewery. She also 
teaches some fitness class-
es at Brimfield Elementary 
School as well.

Her Wine Barre class at 
Brimfield Winery is part of 
a nationwide fitness format 
called UpBeat Barre. The 
program is a choreographed 
fusion of traditional barre 
movements, yoga, Pilates, 
calisthenics, and strength 
training, all set to music. The 
choreography and playlists 
are standardized, allowing 
participants to experience 
consistency no matter where 
they take the class.

“The idea is that if you 
hear a song at an UpBeat 
Barre class anywhere, you’ll 
know exactly what moves go 
with it,” Lehman explained. 
“It’s great because people 
can come in with any level of 
fitness background and still 
get a full-body workout. A 
lot of my students have even 
said the moves are similar to 
ones they’ve done in physical 
therapy.”

The cost of the class is 
$20, which includes a one-
hour guided barre session 
followed by a complimentary 
drink at the winery; a perfect 
reward after an invigorating 
workout.

While Sunday’s class 
was her first at the winery, 
Lehman confirmed it won’t 
be her last. “They’ve given 
me dates for the rest of the 
summer. We’ll be doing this 
monthly,” she said. “Hopeful-
ly it’ll be a little warmer next 
time.”

Despite the brisk tem-
peratures and the Memori-
al Day holiday weekend, a 
small but enthusiastic group 
showed up for the inaugural 
session. Many were regulars 
from Lehman’s other classes, 
creating a sense of camara-
derie that was palpable even 
before the workout began.

“There were only three 
new faces today,” she said. 
“The rest are people I see 
multiple times a week. We 
really build a community 
through these classes.”

Lehman’s schedule is 
packed with fitness offerings. 
In addition to UpBeat Barre, 
she also teaches High Fit-
ness, a high-energy aerobics 
format, and Surge Fitness, a 
weightlifting-based workout. 
Each of these programs fol-
lows a similar format: mu-
sic-driven, choreographed 
routines designed to hit all 
the major muscle groups, 
with an emphasis on accessi-
bility and enjoyment.

Though her passion lies 
in fitness, Lehman balanc-
es her teaching with a day 
job in a completely differ-
ent industry. She works for 
Kozyra Construction, a Brim-
field-based modular home 
builder, helping out in sales 
and administrative roles.

“It’s very different from 
fitness,” she said with a laugh. 
“But I enjoy it. It keeps things 
interesting.”

For those interested in 
joining a future Wine Barre 
class, Lehman suggests 
bringing a yoga mat and light 
hand weights. However, she 
always brings extras for new-

comers. “Just show up and 
be ready to move,” she said. 
“And don’t worry, you don’t 
have to be a dancer. It’s all 
about moving to music and 
having fun.”

Whether you’re a sea-
soned fitness enthusiast or 

a complete beginner, Leh-
man insists the class is for 
everyone. “I’ve had teenag-
ers, seniors, and everyone in 
between. It’s low-impact but 
still a great workout. And 
the setting? You really can’t 
beat it.”

Brimfield Winery’s com-

bination of scenic serenity 
and Lehman’s infectious en-
ergy made for a memorable 
start to a new local tradition, 
one that promises to grow 
stronger with every class.

Upcoming Wine Barre 
Classes:

Classes will continue 

monthly at Brimfield Winery 
throughout the summer. Ad-
mission is $20 and includes 
a one-hour barre class and a 
post-workout drink. For more 
details or to register, follow 
Brimfield Winery on Face-
book or search for UpBeat 
Barre classes in the area.

Rebecca Lehman leads the class in stretching before the music begins and they start working 
out.

The ladies using blowout balls as props during their exercises. The barre ladies doing core exercises.

A group photo of all the ladies who attended the Wine Barre Class.	 Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Wine Barre class blends fitness and fun at Brimfield Winery

SMARTSMART
MONEYMONEY

Brought to you by Turley Publications

228 WEST STREET
WARE, MA 01082

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING

SERVICES
For Full Accounting,

Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Call For An Appointment

413-967-8364

REMEMBER!
When You Buy From A 

SMALL BUSINESS 

YOU'RE HELPING 
A little girl get dance lessons! 
A little boy get his team jersey! 
Moms & Dads put food on the 
table! AND, you won't be helping 
a CEO buy a 3rd vacation home...

SHOP LOCAL!

Is your retirement 
at risk?

It’s important to save for retirement, but only half of 
Americans have calculated how much money they’ll need, 
according to the 2024 Retirement Confidence Survey by the 
Employee Benefit Research Institute. Yet without knowing how 
much you'll need, it's hard to know if you're on track to reach your 
goals for retirement.

Here are a few considerations to help shape your retirement 
savings strategy. 

Calculate how much you’ll need. You may dream of retiring 
“comfortably,” but how do you define “comfortable” in terms of 
actual money? Take the time to outline how much you spend now, 
and how much you think you’ll spend in retirement. That will help 
you understand how much you need to save now to afford the 
retirement lifestyle you want later. A financial advisor can help 
with resources and knowledge for building and managing your 
retirement strategy. 

Start saving now. It’s easy to procrastinate, especially if you 
are younger and further away from retirement. But the earlier 
you start, the less you may need to save from each paycheck to 
build your funds over time. If you’re closer to retirement, you can 
take advantage of catch-up contributions to most 401(k), 403(b), 
governmental 457 plans and the federal government’s Thrift 
Savings Plan. If you’re 50 or older, you can save pretax an extra 
$7,500 to your retirement account beyond the standard total limit 
of $23,500 allowed in 2025. Those 60–63 years old can contribute 
to these plans an extra $11,250 above the standard total limit. 
That’s an annual total of $31,000 for people ages 50 and older; 
or $34,750 for those 60–63 years old in pretax retirement plan 
contributions. 

Take the right amount of risk. You may think it’s risky to 
put money away for retirement instead of keeping it handy for 
discretionary spending. But the biggest risk of all is not reaching 
your retirement goal. For example, a portfolio that’s all in cash will 
have little increasing value over time and won’t provide any growth 
potential even to keep up with inflation. It's as if you're losing 
money every year. Then again, if your investments are only keeping 
up with inflation, your money is not growing. Consider growth 
investments to help build the funds you’ll need in retirement. The 
key is ensuring you have the appropriate amount of risk — not too 
much, but not too little — to achieve your growth goals. 

Save separately for emergencies. To protect your hard-
earned retirement savings, build an emergency fund separate from 
your long-term investments. It can help ensure you have what you 
need to cover surprises like a large auto repair, unexpected medical 
bills, temporary loss of income from changing jobs or early 
retirement caused by health issues. For most people, three to six 
months’ worth of total expenses is an appropriate amount for an 
emergency fund. And you'll want to keep it in an accessible, low-
risk account that holds cash and equivalents. Above all, try to avoid 
taking money from your long-term retirement investments. Doing 
so could result in taxes, penalties and reductions to your overall 
principal investment, all of which could affect your retirement 
savings. 

Retirement should be an exciting time to enjoy what 
you’ve worked so hard to earn. Planning for what you’ll need 
and protecting those savings can help ensure a comfortable future. 

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com    Member SPIC

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Our Family Cares About Your Family.
HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS– LIFE

What credits and discounts do you qualify for?
We invite you to stop in or call for a quote.

Moulton Insurance is proud of its family tradition of serving both individuals and businesses 
since 1952. Protecting clients throughout Massachusetts, Moulton Insurance individually tailors 
policies to maximize your credits and give your family and business our most competitive rates.

Very Competitive Rates  •  Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate  •  On-site Registry Processing

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

413-967-3327

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com • 1-800-521-5787

Member SPIC > edwardjones.com    

Hunter E. Boody ChFC
Financial Advisor

1448 Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875
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Financial Advisor
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody 
Financial Advisor

1448 Main St 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413-289-1875

Rebecca Lehman showing the 
group how to use their small 
weights and body movement 
to get a full workout.
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141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA
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Porter Road Pet Care

www.porterroadpetcare.com

Save $5
on Daycare, 
Grooming 

or Boarding 
Services

Limit 1 coupon per pet.
Expires 6/30/25

• Day Care 
• Boarding                         
 Web Cams  
 Heated 
 Large 
 Indoor/Outdoor 
 Accommodations
 Playtime Available - 
 Fenced in 
 1/4 Acre Lot

• SPA Services 
   Available
 Bathing
 Haircuts
 Maincures

Summer is here and that means vacations 
and road trips. We hate leaving our furry 
friends behind though…so don’t!

For the past 5 years we have brought our 
dog Samson with us on all our driving trips 
throughout New England. From hotels to 
vacation rentals, to glamping. Mountains, 
lakes, and beaches. Restaurants, activities, 
and special events. Hiking, water sports, 
sight-seeing or just lounging by the ocean 
or the pool, Samson has done it all with us! 
What we have found is that there is a huge 

industry behind making it oh so easy to 
bring your best buddy along and enjoy your 
vacation with him! 

Here are some tips to help you have a 
successful road trip with your dog:

Plan Ahead: Research pet-friendly 
accommodations and destinations. Websites 
like GoPetFriendly.com, BringFido.com and 
FluentWoof.com can help you find great 
places to visit.  When looking for a pet-
friendly place to stay check out Booking.
com, Vrbo.com and AirBnB.com. If there is 

a specific place or event you are interested 
in call ahead and ask if they are pet friendly. 
You’ll be surprised how many are!

Pack Essentials: Make sure to bring all his 
comforts of home. Bring food, water, bowls, 
leashes, waste bags, and any necessary 
health documents. Also, his own bed, favorite 
toys etc. Try to keep to his regular feeding 
schedule.

Keep Him Safe: If your dog doesn’t mind 
a crate, this is a great option to keep him 
safe and comfortable. Another alternative to 

look into is a special car bed or back seat 
hammock with a safety harness.

Take Breaks: Schedule regular stops for 
bathroom breaks and exercise to keep your 
dog comfortable and happy.

Explore Together: Look for dog-friendly 
activities and parks along your route to make 
the trip enjoyable for both you and your dog. 

Planning is key to a successful trip and 
these tips will help ensure a fun and safe 
road trip experience for you and your furry 
friend!

Take A Road Trip With Your Dog!

PET OF THE MONTH
Meet Stanley!Meet Stanley!

He’s around 8 years old and a Lab mix. He was 
a rescue from Arkansas and was adopted by the 
Gibbs family in 2021. He is very friendly and loves 
all people. He is a lazy dude who likes to snooze 
all day and loves to lay in the sun. He has a great 
sense of smell and enjoys tracking all sorts of 
animals that cross through the yard. He has two 
human sisters who are 2.5 years and 6 months 
old who love to snuggle with him!

Wilbraham Animal Hospital
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 • esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Evenings & Saturdays

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 

William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM

Denise Chiminiello, DVM
Leah Guidry, DVM

Madison Harris, DVM
Nicholas Schipper, DVM

Now Accepting
New Patients!

ATTENTION
READERS! 

Send in your pet picture for our 
“Pet of the Month” and receive a 

FREE weekend get-away or 
spa package for your pet 

courtesy of Porter Road Pet Care. 
Email your photos to: 

jwalker@turley.com. Please include 
your name and your pet’s name.

ELDOTC
East Longmeadow Dog

Obedience Training Club
Classes held at 

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience

Obedience Training - 
Beginner to Utility

For Information or to Register
Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com

Start Your 
Puppy or Rescue 
Off Right With 

Obedience Training 
at ELDOTC!

• “Saturday In the Park!”
 Every Saturday at Post Office Park, Wilbraham
 12 noon - Pack Walk
 All ages & breeds - $20 each - Attend 1 class or both!
• Wednesday Nights in Belchertown
 Obedience & Socialization Group Classes. Located on the 

common area in front of Christopher Heights & Belchertown 
Day School. All ages & breeds. 5:30 p.m. - $20 each

• Private training in your home
• Intro to your puppy or new rescue training 
• Basic obedience, life and manners training
• Behavior modification

NEW DAY TRAIN 
PROGRAM:

STARTING IN JULY!
COMING IN AUGUST:
– 3-DAY BEHAVIOR 

TRAINING SEMINAR –
Change Your Dog’s Outlook

413-246-0859 • AKC Certified

All 
Outdoor 
Classes
Weather 

Permitting

Country Bank, a 
full-service financial insti-
tution serving Central and 
Western Massachusetts, is 
proud to announce that it 
has received two awards at 
the 2025 NEFFIES Awards 
Show, hosted by the New 
England Financial Market-
ing Association (NEFMA). 
The Bank earned Gold in 
Website Design and Sil-
ver in Community Support, 
underscoring its ongoing 
commitment to delivering 
exceptional digital experi-
ences and fostering mean-
ingful community partner-
ships.

Country Bank received 

First Place – Gold in the 
Website Design category for 
its newly launched website, 
which was thoughtfully de-
veloped to meet the evolv-
ing needs of today’s digital 
banking customers. The site 
features a mobile-respon-
sive design, robust financial 
education tools, dynamic 
calls to action, and person-
alized user experiences that 
reflect the Bank’s mission: 
Made to Make a Difference.

“This website is more 
than just a great design—
it’s a true extension of our 
banking centers into the 
digital space,” said Shelley 
Regin, Chief Marketing and 

Community Relations Offi-
cer at Country Bank. “We’re 
extremely proud of the 
cross-functional collabora-
tion that brought our vision 
to life.”

Country Bank also re-
ceived Second Place – Silver 
in the Fan Favorite category 
for its Community Support 
partnership with the Worces-
ter Red Sox (WooSox). This 
recognition highlights a se-
ries of impactful initiatives, 
including the Most Valuable 
Teacher program, WooStar 
recognitions, and the Police 
vs. Fire charity game—all 
designed to honor and sup-
port individuals making a 

positive difference in their 
communities.

“Our partnership with 
WooSox enables us to con-
nect with our communities 
in heartfelt and impactful 
ways,” added Regin. “We’re 
honored to be recognized for 
initiatives that bring people 
together and celebrate local 
heroes.”

These honors reflect the 
dedication and collaborative 
spirit of Country Bank’s 
marketing, community rela-
tions, and leadership teams 
and reinforce its ongoing 
efforts to serve as a trusted, 
community-focused finan-
cial partner.

Country Bank set to receive awards

MONSON – The 2024 
Annual Water Quality Con-
sumer Confidence Reports 
are available at   https://
www.monson-ma.gov/622/
W a t e r - Q u a l i t y - R e -
port-CCR-Index.

Hard copies of the re-
port are available at Monson 
Town Hall located at 110 
Main Street, Monson Free 

Library located at 2 High 
Street, and Monson Senior 
Center located at 106 Main 
Street Monson, MA.

Please call 413-267-
4130 if you would like a pa-
per report delivered to your 
home.  This report contains 
important information 
about the source and quality 
of your drinking water.

Monson water 
quality reports 
available

BRIMFIELD – The 
Town of Brimfield has been 
awarded a $10,000 Veter-
ans’ Heritage Grant from the 
Massachusetts State Histori-
cal Records Advisory Board 
(SHRAB) to fund the resto-
ration of the town’s historic 
Civil War Memorial fence 
and cannons, located in the 
center of town. 

The Civil War memorial 

in Brimfield holds significant 
historical importance, hav-
ing been unveiled on July 4, 
1866. This early dedication 
makes Brimfield one of the 
first towns in Massachusetts 
to formally honor its soldiers 
who served in the Civil War. 
The memorial’s creation 
was spearheaded by Cap-
tain Francis D. Lincoln, a 
respected local farmer, edu-

cation advocate, and staunch 
abolitionist. Captain Lincoln 
also led a contingent of sol-
diers from Brimfield who 
bravely served in the 46th 
Massachusetts Infantry. His 
powerful speech at the un-
veiling ceremony eloquently 
articulated the principles and 
sacrifices of the war.

Local business Traf-
ford’s Painting, a company 

with expertise in historic res-
toration, has been selected to 
undertake the crucial resto-
ration work on the memori-
al’s fence and cannons. Their 
specialized skills will ensure 
the preservation of this im-
portant landmark for future 
generations. 

The Brimfield Historic 
Commission and the Town 
of Brimfield extend their sin-

cere gratitude to the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission 
for their invaluable assis-
tance in securing this vital 
grant funding. This award 
will enable the town to pre-
serve a tangible piece of its 
history and continue to honor 
the brave individuals who de-
fended the Union during the 
Civil War. 

About the Brimfield 

Civil War Memorial: 
Unveiled on July 4, 

1866, the Civil War Memori-
al in Brimfield stands as an 
early testament to the town’s 
commitment to remembering 
the sacrifices of its citizens 
during the Civil War. The 
campaign to erect the memo-
rial was led by Captain Fran-
cis D. Lincoln, a prominent 
figure in the community. 

Brimfield awarded grant to restore historic Civil War Memorial 
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER – Just 
like they did a year 
ago, the Pathfinder Tech 
softball team didn’t 
have very much 
trouble defeat-
ing a charter 
school from 
Boston in 
a Division 
5 state 
tournament 
home game.

T h e 
2 5 t h - s e e d e d 
Lady Pioneers 
exploded for 13 
runs in the sec-
ond inning enroute 

to a 22-0 victory over the 
40th-seeded Neighborhood 
House Charter School in a 
preliminary round game, 
last Friday afternoon.

The contest ended after 
4 ½ innings due to 12-run 
mercy rule.

“The girls have worked 
very hard all season long 
and they deserve to cele-
brate a postseason victory,” 
said Pathfinder Tech first-
year head coach Phil Gallo. 
“We didn’t know very much 
about our opponent, and 
they probably didn’t know 
anything about us either.”

The victory improved 
the Lady Pioneers overall 
record to 13-5. They beat 
Boston Collegiate Charter 
School, 19-4, in last year’s 
preliminary round home 
game.

During the regular 
season, the Lady Pioneers 
scored ten or more runs in 
nine games. The 22 runs is a 
new season high. They post-
ed a 21-0 home win against 
the Renaissance School in 
the middle of May. 

The Neighborhood 
House Charter School, 
which is in Dorchester, 
opened its doors seven years 
ago. The school is nick-
named the Legends and the 
softball team qualified for 
the Division 5 state tourna-
ment for the first time. The 
Legends (11-8) didn’t ap-
pear like they were ready 
to compete at the state level 
yet. The MIAA should think 
about having the charter 
schools play in their own 
state tournament in the fu-

ture. 
While the Lady Pio-

neers offense pounded out 
13 base hits, which includ-
ed a couple of home runs, 
senior right-hander Ken-
dra Burke struck out the 
first twelve batters that she 
faced.

“When Kendra is hit-

ting her spots, I wouldn’t 
want to have anyone else 
standing in the circle for 
us,” Gallo said. “She pitched 
very well in today’s game.”

It was the final home 
softball game for Burke, 
along with her classmates 

Pioneers make quick work 
of first tourney opponent

PALMER – Last Mon-
day afternoon at Legion 
Field, Pathfinder baseball 
picked up a big win in its reg-
ular season finale 10-0 over 
SICS. The game ended after 
five innings due to the mercy 
rule. The Pioneers scored its 
final three runs in the bottom 
of the fifth to “walk-off” with 
the mercy-rule win. Brayden 
Mega had two hits, two runs 
scored, and an RBI. He also 
pitched five scoreless innings 
for the win. Pathfinder was 
scheduled to enter the state 
tournament later in the week.

Pioneers 
shut out 
SICS in 
finale

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AUBURN – Kaydie 
O’Neil is one of the three se-
niors on the Tantasqua girls’ 
varsity lacrosse roster.

O’Neil, who recently 
broke the team’s record for 
career goals, began playing 
lacrosse nine years ago as a 
third grader. The Lady War-
riors also won 14 matches 
during the 2016 season. 

For the first time since 
2016, the Lady Warriors won 
their 14th match of the sea-
son following a 14-7 victory 
against the Auburn Rockets at 
Memorial Field in Auburn on 
May 19.

“We haven’t won 14 
games in several years and it 
feels great,” said Tantasqua 
head coach Heather Egan. 
“All of the players on this 
year’s team have been work-
ing very hard and I’m very 
happy for them.”

The road victory im-
proved Tantasqua’s overall 
record 14-4.

Tantasqua also defeated 
Auburn, 14-10, in a home 
match at the beginning of the 
regular season.

The second meeting of 
the regular season was played 
on a cool and windy evening.

“I thought the wind was 
a factor in today’s game,” 
Egan said. “The wind made 

it very difficult for the players 
to communicate on the field.” 

Jessica Farland, who 
graduated from Tantasqua 
in 2012, previously held the 
team record for career goals 
with 206. O’Neil tied the re-
cord on a free position goal 
during the Lady Warriors 
11-10 senior night victory 
against Shepherd Hill Re-
gional on May 12. The other 
two seniors listed on the Tan-
tasqua girls’ lacrosse roster 
are Anna Hendrikes and Stel-
la Buday.

O’Neil then broke the 
record two days later with 
an unassisted goal in a 16-
11 win at Northbridge High 
School.

“I couldn’t have broken 
the record without the help of 
my teammates,” O’Neil said. 
“(Junior) Tess Alexander has 
assisted many of my goals 
this season. The defense also 
causes a lot of turnovers, 
which makes things a lot 
easier for the offense. We do 
have a very strong all around 
team this year.”

The members of the 
Lady Warriors defensive unit 
are sophomore Bryn Carey, 
sophomore Tessa Sheldon, 
sophomore Kat Robbins, ju-
nior Elle Kearns, and Buday. 
The Lady Warriors starting 
goalie is junior Fiona Knott. 

Egan first informed 
O’Neil that she was ap-

proaching the record at the 
beginning of May.

“I didn’t know what the 
goal record was before Coach 
Egan told me,” O’Neil said. 
“I never expected to break a 
team record, but it was a cool 
feeling when I did do it.” 

O’Neil grew up playing 
lacrosse with Ally Orquiola, 
who’s a senior on the Wil-
braham & Monson girls’ lax 
team.

Egan also coached Far-
land, who played both soccer 
and lacrosse at Union College 
in Schenectady, New York.

“I really enjoyed coach-
ing Jess Farland when she 
played for the lacrosse team. 
She held the goal record for a 

long time,” Egan said. “Kay-
die is another outstanding 
lacrosse player and is also a 
great kid.”  

O’Neil, who was also a 
starting defender on the Lady 
Warriors soccer team, will be 
joining the Wheaton College 
women’s soccer team in the 
fall. She’s also thinking about 
playing lacrosse at the colle-
giate level. 

The two main reasons 
why Oneil decided to attend 
Wheaton College, which is 
in Norton Mass, is because 
of the coaching staff and it’s 
not very far away from Stur-
bridge.

Tantasqua Warriors grab 14th win over Auburn, head into tournament

Kendra Burke sends a pitch to the plate
Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Taylor Thorton 
hustles for first base.

Claire Maschi fouls off a pitch.

Brayden Mega rounds second and heads 
for third on a gap shot.

Grayson Griswold reaches out to attempt a base hit.	 Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Derek 
Rivera 
throws 
to first.

Tim Russell winds up for a throw across 
the diamond.Zander Auffrey makes a throw on the run.

PIONEERS   ❙   page 9

WARRIORS   ❙   page 9

SOFTBALL

Emily Forcier sizes up a hit.
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“When I visited the 
school, I had a very good 
meeting with Mary-Frances 
Monroe, who’s the women 
soccer coach,” O’Neil said. “I 
also liked the campus and it’s 
a perfect distance away from 
home.”

If another member of the 
Lady Warriors lacrosse team 
does break the goal record 
during the next couple of 
years, O’Neil is hoping her 
younger sister, Maeve, who’s 
a freshman, will be able to ac-
complish the milestone.”

“It has been a lot of fun 

playing on the same lacrosse 
team with my younger sis-
ter this year,” Kaydie O’Neil 
said. “She’s also a very good 
goal scorer. If anyone is going 
to break the record, I would 
be very happy if she did it.”    

While Kaydie O’Neil led 
the way offensively with four 
goals and three assists against 
the Rockets (9-7), Maeve 
O’Neil scored two goals. She 
also had a pair of assists.

Alexander and junior 
Abbie Wotton each scored 
two goals.  

Alexander was credited 
with a team-high four assists.

“Tess is one of the most 
unselfish players that I’ve 

ever coached,” Egan said. 
“She’s had nine or ten assists 
in a couple of games this sea-
son.” 

Rounding out the scoring 
column for the Lady Warriors 
were Carey, Hendrikes, and 
sophomore Tayvia Reissner.

The Rockets, who cele-
brated their senior night, held 
a 4-2 lead at the end of the 
opening period.

The Lady Warriors took 
the lead for the first time at 
5-4 following a goal by Kay-
die O’Neil with 6:47 remain-
ing in the first half.

She scored another goal 
less than twenty seconds lat-
er and the visiting team never 

looked back.
Goals by Carey and Al-

exander gave Tantasqua an 
8-4 halftime advantage.

“Our defense stepped up 
and the offense calmed down 
in the second period,” Egan 
said. “For some unknown 
reason, we’ve started several 
games slowly this season. We 
buckled down in the second 
period.”

The Lady Warriors, who 
outscored the Rockets, 9-3, 
during the second half, cel-
ebrated their 14th win of the 
2025 campaign. They’ll be 
looking to celebrate a couple 
of more wins in the Division 
2 state tournament.

Greenly Lagimoniere, Lian-
na Carrasquillo, and Isabella 
Nompleggi.  

Carrasquillo, who started 
at third base, knocked home 
the game’s first run with a fly-
ball single to right field with 
no outs in the bottom of the 
first inning. Junior left field-
er Addison Doktor capped 
off the opening frame with a 
3-run homer to left. Doktor 
also had an RBI single in the 
third.

“This was Addison’s best 
game of the season,” Gallo 
said. “We just kept hitting the 
ball hard from start to finish, 
which was good to see.”

Junior right fielder Emily 

Prouty led the way offensive-
ly with three base hits.

Lagimoniere (2-for-3), 
who started in centerfield, 
hit a two run home run in the 
second inning. It was her sec-
ond home run of the season.

The Lady Pioneers sent 
18 batters to the plate during 
that frame. Nompleggi (short-
stop) contributed with a pair 
of singles. Pathfinder also 
drew five walks in the second.

Junior catcher Emily 
McNeaney had a two run 
double in the third inning, as 
the Lady Pioneers scored four 
more runs.

Burke’s perfect game bid 
came to an end after allowing 
a leadoff groundball single 
in the fifth inning. The base 
runner was thrown out trying 

to steal second base by Mc-
Neaney. Burke struck out the 
final two batters of the game.

During the regular sea-
son, Burke, who’s from Ware, 
hurled a perfect game and 
three no-hitters. She also 
struck out 21 batters in anoth-
er game.  

“It feels amazing win-
ning my final home game,” 
Burke said. “I loved being a 
member of this softball team. 
I’m looking forward to com-
ing back and watching them 
play next year.  

Burke is planning to play 
college softball at Worcester 
State University next year.

The Lady Pioneers 
played eighth-seeded Hop-
kins Academy in a round of 
32 game two days later.

acebook.com/turleysports@turleysports www.turleysports.com

Athlete of the Week

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

413-967-3327
www.moultoninsurance.com

Tim Russell
Pathfinder High School

Russell had a pair of runs scored and big hit in 
Pathfinder’s shutout win over SICS to end the 
regular season.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli 
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to 
gscibelli@turley.com.

INDEPENDENT LIVING ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE

413-758-5377
CedarbrookVillage.com

73 South Street
Ware, MA 01082

 STEP INTO SUMMER...    
 AND YOUR  
NEW HOME!
What if this summer was the beginning of  
something better? At Cedarbrook Village at Ware, 
comfort, connection, and peace of mind come  
together in a community designed for you.

ENJOY SEPTEMBER RENT-FREE 
WHEN YOU SIGN A RESIDENCY 
AGREEMENT BY JUNE 30, 2025!

Call 413-758-5377 to schedule a tour.  
Discover how good life can be in our warm 
and welcoming community!

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Summer edition
EAST BROOKFIELD 

– It is the third week of the 
summer league on Thursday 
nights at Bogey Lanes. 

After the third week, 
there is a tie for first place 
between Team Five and 
The Furs; each team is 20-
4. In week three, Team Five 
bowled against Glen Echo 
Rollers. 

In game one, Team Five 
won 430-403. Aaron Hal-
bedel of Team Five bowled 
123 for the victory. In game 
two, Team Five won again 
by a score of 438-417. The 

final game was won by 
Team Five for a three-game 
sweep over Glen Echo Roll-
ers, 452-423. 

Halbedel bowled a 120 
in the final game for a series 
of 338. The final score was 
1320-1243 in favor of Team 
Five. 

The Furs bowled against 
the Kolb Krew in week 
three. In game one, The 
Furs defeated Kolb Krew by 
a score of 443-423. In game 
two, Furs won again by a 
score of 468-421. 

In game three, The Furs 
managed to win the final 
game by just five points, 
457-452. Drew Kolb of 
Kolb Krew finished the 
match with a 127 in a losing 
effort. The final score was 

1368-1296 in favor of Furs. 
Team Seven bowled 

against Team Three. In 
game one, Team Seven were 
victorious by a score of 470-
408. The Fontaine brothers 
(Nathan & Aaron) of Team 
Seven put up scores of 119 
and 126 to start the match. 

In game two, Team Sev-
en dominated again over 
Team Three by a score of 
500-429. Aaron Fontaine 
bested his first score (126) 
by bowling a 163 in game 
two. 

In game three, Team 
Seven swept Team Three by 
winning the last game by a 
score of 461-422. Fontaine 
finished a 134 and a series 
of 423. The final score was 
1431-1259. 

Candlepin League News

PIONEERS  ❙  from page 8

WARRIORS  ❙  from page 8

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices
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SPRINGFIELD – Hamp-
den District Attorney An-
thony D. Gulluni today an-
nounced the results of three 
major drug trafficking inves-
tigations that have dismantled 
significant narcotics distri-
bution networks operating in 
and around Springfield.

“These operations reflect 
the power of collaboration be-
tween my office and our local, 
state, and federal law enforce-
ment partners,” said District 
Attorney Gulluni. “Togeth-
er, we’ve made a significant 
impact on the availability of 
dangerous drugs in our region 
and brought dozens of traf-
fickers to justice.”

DA Gulluni was joined 
by Massachusetts State Po-
lice Lieutenant Colonel Marc 
Lavoie of the Division of 
Homeland Security and Pre-
paredness; Lieutenant Colo-
nel Daniel Tucker of the Divi-
sion of Investigative Services; 
Springfield Police Super-
intendent Lawrence Akers, 
among other representatives.

The investigations were 
led through DA Gulluni’s 
office and the Hampden 
County Narcotics Task Force 
(HCNTF), the Strategic Ac-
tion & Focused Enforcement 
Task Force (SAFE), and the 
Massachusetts State Police’s 
Commonwealth Interstate 
Narcotics Reduction Enforce-
ment Team Western Region 
(CINRET West). The op-
erations were supported by 
Homeland Security Investi-
gations (HSI) New York, the 
Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration (DEA) New York and 
Springfield, the Massachu-

setts State Police Gang Unit, 
and the Springfield Police 
Department Firearms Investi-
gation Unit.

Operation One: Garcia 
Market Drug Trafficking Or-
ganization

Since October 2022, 
investigators with the DA’s 
HCNTF and SAFE units 
have been investigating drug 
trafficking activity centered 
around Garcia Market (344 
Orange St.) and Angel’s Used 
Appliances (167 White St.), 
which served as fronts for 
an extensive trafficking net-
work. The area has long been 
plagued by gun violence, with 
over 80 firearm-related calls 
to police during the investiga-
tion period.

On May 15, investigators 
executed arrests and seizures, 
resulting in:

• 12,138 grams of co-
caine

• 530 grams of fentanyl
• 15 firearms
• 19 individuals arrested
The defendants face a 

range of charges including 
drug trafficking, firearm pos-
session, child endangerment, 
and stolen property offenses.

Operation Two: Spring-
field-Bronx Drug Pipeline

In the summer of 2024, 
CINRET West began inves-
tigating Anthony Perez of 
Springfield for heroin/fentan-
yl distribution. Surveillance 
revealed that Perez was sup-
plied by a large-scale drug 
trafficking organization oper-
ating in both Hampden Coun-
ty and the Bronx.

In collaboration with HSI 
and DEA agents in New York 

and Massachusetts, investiga-
tors conducted a months-long 
investigation, leading to:

• 2,061 grams of heroin/
fentanyl

• 3,060 grams of cocaine
• 29 firearms
• 30 individuals arrested
The defendants face traf-

ficking, firearm, and conspir-
acy charges. The most recent 
arrests occurred on May 14.

Operation Three: Luna 
Drug Trafficking Organiza-
tion

In a recent investigation, 
the Massachusetts State Po-
lice Gang Unit and Spring-

field Police Department un-
covered a cocaine trafficking 
network run by Ruben Luna 
and associates. 

Search warrants execut-
ed on May 22 at three Spring-
field locations uncovered:

• Approximately 20 kilo-
grams of cocaine

• 437 grams of cocaine
• 570 grams of cocaine
• 78 grams of heroin
• Additional narcotics 

and pills
• Three individuals ar-

rested
The defendants are fac-

ing trafficking and conspiracy 
offenses.

All defendants are pre-
sumed innocent of all allega-
tions until proven guilty.

Use of Advanced Detec-
tion Technology

Gulluni also highlighted 
the role of new technology, 
including the MX908 Drug 
Analyzer and the TruNarc 
Analyzer, provided through 
a partnership with the Mas-
sachusetts National Guard. 
These devices enabled inves-
tigators to detect substanc-
es such as fentanyl, cocaine 
HCL, xylazine, eutylone, 
tramadol, and several cutting 
agents, enhancing field-level 
narcotics identification.

“These three operations 
have disrupted dangerous 
supply lines and removed 
dozens of high-level traffick-
ers from our streets,” said 
DA Gulluni. “Our priority 
remains saving lives, prevent-
ing overdoses, and holding 
accountable those who profit 
from addiction and violence.”

As the region heads into 
the summer months - when 
drug trafficking and violence 
historically rise - Gulluni em-
phasized that these proactive 
operations send a strong mes-
sage and are intended to pro-
tect public safety in Spring-
field, Hampden County, and 
beyond.

Gulluni shares recent narcotics investigations

STURBRIDGE – This 
summer,  Old Sturbridge 
Village, New England’s pre-
mier living history museum, 
is partnering with CowPa-
rade, the world’s largest 
public art event, to bring 
history and imagination 
to life with more than two 
dozen, artistically decorat-
ed cows grazing the Village 
grounds.

The world-renowned 
cows, made of fiberglass and 
weighing 100-pounds, are 
being transformed by local 
artists into creative works 
of art that represent early 
New England life, America 
250 and more. The exhib-
it will be unveiled to the 
public the weekend of June 
21-22 and will run into Sep-
tember, culminating with a 
cattle auction to support the 
Museum’s non-profit educa-

tional programs.
In March, more than 

130 New England artists 
responded to the Village’s 
call to create one-of-a-kind 
cow designs with over 261 
submissions. Those chosen 
to go “on parade” range 
from  revolutionary-inspired 
cows such as the “Bull of 
Rights” to more contem-
porary masterpieces like, 
“Salted,” which represents a 
giant stick of butter. The se-
lected artists will receive a 
$1,000 honorarium and are 
now hard at work - painting, 
staining, and even knitting 
their imaginative creations 
to life.

“By welcoming the in-
ternationally known Cow-
Parade to Massachusetts, we 
hope to bring history to life 
in a creative and unexpected 
way,” said James Donahue, 

President and CEO of Old 
Sturbridge Village. “It is a 
wonderful opportunity to 
use Old Sturbridge Village 
as an open-air gallery to cel-
ebrate New England artists 
while offering visitors a tru-
ly unique experience.”

In addition to seeing the 
one-of-a-kind cows, visitors 
will have the opportunity to 
learn about the importance 
of cattle in early 19th-cen-
tury New England, meet 
the Village’s heritage breed 
cows and oxen (including 
Devons, Shorthorns, and 
Randall Linebacks), and 
learn about the dairying pro-
cess of the past.

The Cows Are Coming Home!

BRIMFIELD – Hitch-
cock Academy will host Brim-
field’s annual Town-Wide Tag 
Sale on Saturday, June 7 from 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. with some 
sales also running Sunday. 
The antiques mecca is a great 
place to hunt for oddities and 
treasures that may have been 
claimed over the years at the 
town’s thrice annual flea mar-
ket, or items otherwise ac-
cumulated for your perusing 
pleasure.

Over 50 sites are antici-
pated to participate.

Maps are sold at Hitch-
cock for $2 each. They in-
clude a full list of participat-
ing addresses, and detailed 
listings of what will be sold at 

each as well as a physical map 
marked with sale locations to 
help you plan your route. The 
map will also indicate which 
sales will run on Sunday.

Bargain hunters are en-
couraged to kick off their day 
with the vendors set up on 
Hitchcock’s lawn as they pur-
chase their map. The Brimfield 
Farmers’ Market will also be 
running from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the Hitchcock parking lot 
offering local staples such as 
eggs, veggies, and beef as well 
as some grab-and-go options 
for tag sale refueling such as 
baked goods, kombucha, and 
homemade ice cream.

From there, head to the 
sales all over town, promising 

antiques and vintage items, 
designer clothing, outdoor 
furniture, books, household 
items, kids games and toys, 
baby goods, antique and re-
finished furniture, Americana, 
knick-knacks, bicycle acces-
sories, farm equipment, a ca-
noe, car parts, dog gear, vinyl 
records, cameras, Christmas 
items, and so much more – 
even an estate sale nestled 
among them.

For more information, 
visit www.hitchcockacademy.
org. Hitchcock Academy is a 
community center located at 2 
Brookfield Road in Brimfield 
serving the community with 
educational, recreational, and 
cultural programming.

Flea Market Mecca to host 
Annual Town-Wide Tag Sale

C A N T E R B U R Y T A I L S

Veterinary Clinic

40 E. Main Street Ware, MA (413) 967-4545

DOGS CATS RABBITS EXOTICS

We are excited to introduce our new

veterinarian

Dr. Krystal Hall

Welcome Dr. Krystal! Dr. Krystal grew up in central

Massachusetts. She traveled to St Kitts to get her

veterinary degree from Ross University completing

her clinical year at Louisiana State University in

2010. After graduation, she traveled to Oregon to

join a team at a multi-doctor veterinary clinic that

provided general practice, surgery and emergency

medicine. In December 2021, Dr. Krystal moved

back to Massachusetts to be closer to family with

her young daughter. Krystal loves to spend her

time off keeping active doing outdoor activities,

like hiking and kayaking, and martial arts with her

daughter, McKenna, and close friends. She also

likes to travel, especially when learning about

ancient civilizations. Dr. Krystal sees dogs, cats,

reptiles, and other exotics. She has a special

interest in dentistry and surgery.
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Dr. Williamson
Dr. Williamson, a New England native, has always 

dreamed of practicing veterinary medicine in the area 
where she grew up and raised her family. Initially a 
mixed-animal practitioner for two years, she soon 
discovered her passion for small-animal medicine, which 
she has practiced full-time for the past 19 years.

Throughout her career, Dr. Williamson has gained 
experience in various aspects of veterinary care, but 
her true calling lies in fostering the human-animal 
bond and extending the lives of her patients. She has a 
particular expertise in geriatric medicine and is deeply 
committed to educating pet owners on the importance 
of preventative care and addressing the special needs 
of senior pets. Dr. Williamson’s approach emphasizes 
compassionate care with a strong focus on improving 
the quality of life for aging animals.

At home she lives with her husband Seth, daughters 
Zoe and Grace, two dogs, two cats, and two cute guinea 
pigs. Outside of work she routinely goes horseback riding 
with her daughters and loves the outdoors.

Hampden District Attorney Anthony D. Gulluni addresses the media at the Hampden District At-
torney’s Office’s May 27 press conference sharing details of three major operations that disrupt-
ed dangerous supply lines of drugs in our region. To his left are Springfield Police Department 
Deputy Chief Steven Kent and Springfield Police Superintendent Lawrence Akers. To his right 
are Massachusetts State Police members Lt. Colonel Marc Lavoie, Lt. Colonel Daniel Tucker, and 
Detective Lt. Liam Jones.

The three operations represent a collaboration between the District Attorney’s office, state, local, 
and federal law enforcement organizations, to get dangerous drugs and weapons off the street.

Submitted photos

Old Sturbridge Village teams up with World-Renowned CowParade 
and regional artists to design an Udderly Moo-ving Experience

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com
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and dedicated officer for the 
state program,” Kaddy not-
ed. “However, under feder-
al regulations, she cannot 
manage VA claims because 
she does not meet the feder-
al employment threshold for 
certification.” He expressed 
frustration that his prior re-
quests to discuss this issue on 
the Select Board agenda were 
denied, with the chairman in-
stead limiting his remarks to 
the two-minute public com-
ment period.

Kaddy introduced Ser-
geant Gumersindo Gomez, 
Executive Director of the 
Bilingual Outreach Center 
and President of the Vietnam 
Veterans of America (VVA) 
State Council of Massachu-
setts, who also serves on the 
Governor’s Veterans Advi-
sory Committee for Western 
Massachusetts. Sgt. Gomez 
offered a solution to this gap 

in service: free remote train-
ing and certification for Ful-
len, enabling her to file and 
manage federal VA claims on 
behalf of Monson’s veterans. 
The training, spanning rough-
ly 4 to 6 months, would be su-
pervised by a certified service 
officer and connected Fullen 
to a statewide network of 19 
nationally certified VSOs.

The outreach center, 
according to Sgt. Gomez, 
maintains inclusive veteran 
services regardless of race or 
background, including transi-
tional housing for homeless 
veterans and satellite centers 
such as the one in Pittsfield. 
He stressed that enabling lo-
cal federal certification would 
save veterans from burden-
some travel to Boston or oth-
er towns for assistance, sig-
nificantly improving access 
and timeliness.

Board members ex-
pressed strong support for 
veterans and appreciation for 
the comprehensive presen-

tation. They acknowledged 
that delays in addressing the 
matter previously were due 
in part to health issues within 
the board and showed will-
ingness to visit the outreach 
center or host follow-up 
meetings to explore practical 
next steps.

Public Comments high-
light community engagement 
and upcoming civic responsi-
bilities

During public comment, 
Vietnam-era veteran Russell 
Versette shared a personal 
story illustrating the impor-
tance of veteran outreach. He 
recalled that informal coffee 
hours organized by the for-
mer VSO had facilitated the 
discovery of a hearing aid 
benefit for a fellow veteran, 
enabling him to hear birdsong 
for the first time in years. 
Versette’s testimony under-
scored the value of direct 
engagement and the human 
impact of accessible veteran 
services.

Town Clerk Mary Wat-
son provided essential re-
minders about the annual 
town election scheduled for 
Tuesday, June 10, from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. at Memorial Hall. 
Early voting will begin May 
31 at the Town Office. Wat-
son emphasized that voters 
must register by May 31 and 
that mail-in ballot applica-
tions from 2024 are no longer 
valid—new applications are 
available through the Mas-
sachusetts Secretary of the 
Commonwealth’s website. 
She provided contact infor-
mation for residents with 
questions.

Karen Davis thanked the 
community for attending a 
recent emotionally significant 
gathering and promoted the 
upcoming Wreaths Across 
America Golf Tournament 
on June 14, featuring a pig 
roast and benefiting veterans’ 
causes. Tickets are available 
through the Monson Together 
organization.

Trash Collection Issue on 
Valley View Heights Success-
fully Resolved

Select Board member 
Peter Warren provided a re-
port on recent complaints 
from residents on Valley 
View Heights regarding trash 
collection difficulties due to 
the steep terrain. Initially, 
residents were asked to bring 
trash carts to the street’s end, 
which Peter and his wife 
found unreasonable and po-
tentially unsafe.

After contacting the 
Board of Health and the trash 
service provider, Republic 
Services, it was discovered 
that the company had based 
service changes on Google 
Maps data without an on-
site inspection. The town 
administrator facilitated a 
meeting between Republic, 
the Health Department, and 

Highway Department. As a 
result, the service change was 
rescinded, and residents were 
assured that trash collection 
would continue as usual.

Community events take 
shape with Summerfest and 
Monson Memorial Classic 
Updates

Steve Slozak, chairman 
of the Summerfest Commit-
tee, provided an enthusiastic 
update on this year’s festival 
planned for Main Street, rep-
licating last year’s popular 
format. The event will culmi-
nate with fireworks on Friday, 
June 21, with a rain date on 
June 22. While most enter-
tainment acts are booked, 
Slozak confirmed that the 
band Aquanet will not be per-
forming this year.

Slozak requested a for-
mal letter from the Select 
Board defining event bound-
aries and acknowledged coor-
dination efforts with depart-
ment heads, including police 
and public health. Thanks 
were expressed for the town’s 
continued support, includ-
ing police detail costs fund-
ed through the “Gifts to the 
Town” account. The Board 
of Health recommended in-
volving the Medical Reserve 
Corps to manage minor med-
ical incidents during Sum-
merfest, a suggestion Slozak 
welcomed.

Meanwhile, organizers 
of the 29th Annual Monson 
Memorial Classic Road Race, 
Lee Williams and Mr. Perry, 
requested and received unan-
imous approval for a $4,000 
funding allocation from the 
Gifts to the Town account, 
consistent with last year’s 
support. The race date has 
shifted from its traditional 
second Sunday in November 
to Sunday, October 26, to 
avoid conflicts with Daylight 
Savings Time.

Race organizers secured 
a waiver of town hall use fees 
for race preparation starting 
the Friday prior to the event. 
The board encouraged efforts 
to source food locally, high-
lighting the potential benefit 
to Monson businesses. Last 
year’s caterer, local resident 
Terry Skinner, may return, 
and organizers promised to 
consider expanded options in-
cluding vegan and gluten-free 
meals.

Major Step Forward 
for EV Infrastructure with 
Grant-Funded Chargers

John Schiavone present-
ed a grant proposal under 
the Massachusetts Electric 
Vehicle Incentive Program 
(MassEVIP) to install new 
EV charging stations at four 
town-owned sites: Veterans 
Field, Town Hall, Flint Park, 
and the Fire Station.

The grant offers up to 
$50,000 per site, with no cost 
to Monson, aiming to replace 
a defunct Town Hall charger 
and meet new fire station 
building code requirements. 
The new Level 2 chargers will 
enable payment collection via 
automated software, allowing 
the town to generate revenue 
while supporting the growing 
adoption of electric vehicles.

The board unanimously 
approved the proposal, recog-
nizing some downtown park-
ing limitations but endorsing 
the chosen sites to minimize 
disruption. Additionally, the 
plan includes installing one 
EV charger per local school, 
an initiative supported by the 
school superintendent.

Schiavone highlighted 
maintenance guarantees and 
the opportunity to use local 
electricians or preferred con-
tractors, noting that the town 
can charge fees to recoup 
electricity costs and generate 
modest income.

OFFICER  ❙  from page 1

Troop 11383 is current-
ly open to new members, and 
families in the Palmer area 
are encouraged to reach out 
if their daughters are inter-
ested in joining. The troop 
currently includes 12 Dai-
sies and 17 Brownies, and 
while space is dependent on 
volunteer availability, lead-
ers are eager to welcome 
more girls.

“If we get more girls, 
we bring on more parent 
volunteers to keep the adult-
to-child ratios in line with 
national safety guidelines,” 
Lanzillo explained. “We’re 
always happy to have new 
faces, whether it’s scouts or 

adult helpers.”
The troop’s Facebook 

page, Girl Scouts Swift River 
Valley Service Unit - Palm-
er/Ware, is regularly updat-
ed with events and photos. 
Interested families can also 
email swiftriver170unit@
gmail.com for more infor-
mation or to register.

Beyond the badges and 
field trips, Lanzillo says the 
program gives girls lasting 
skills, and the confidence to 
lead.

“Even at the Daisy lev-
el, we start guiding them. 
As they grow, they get to 
decide what patches to work 
on, what projects to pursue. 
It builds leadership from the 
start,” she said.

It’s a message echoed 
by Lanzillo’s daughter Julia, 
who has been a Girl Scout 
for 15 years and now helps 
younger scouts as a lifelong 
member.

“Being a Girl Scout is 
more than just having fun or 
selling cookies,” Julia wrote 
in a recent social media post. 
“It’s about personal growth, 
helping your community, 
building leadership and life 
skills, and leading by exam-
ple.”

With a strong sense of 
community, a focus on youth 
leadership, and a full calen-
dar of events, Troop 11383 
is looking forward to wel-
coming the next generation 
of Girl Scouts.

SCOUTS  ❙  from page 1

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Marsh plant
  6. Southern constellation 

(“The Peacock”)
 10. Fogginess
 14. Home to Fools’ Day
 15. Absence of the sense 

of pain
 17. Popular November 

holiday
 19. Consume food
 20. Buddy
 21. Long-haired goat-

antelope
 22. Japanese honorific
 23. Actor Malek
 24. One point south of 

southeast
 26. Illegal acts
 29. As fast as can be 

done
 31. Prevents harm to 

young

 32. Exclamation of 
satisfaction

 34. African nation
 35. Slow-moving animal
 37. Oh, goodness!
 38. A team’s best pitcher
 39. Cleanser
 40. Radioactivity units
 41. Expectorated matter
  1. Satisfy
  2. European health 

advocate
  3. Expression of 

annoyance
  4. Strong liquor 
  5. Large red deer
  6. Holder of less 

common religious 
beliefs

  7. West Indian shrub
  8. Family of proteins
  9. Wealthy, influential 

business leader

 10. Low spirits
 11. Approves food
 12. Monetary unit of Iran 

and Oman
 13. Mary __, cosmetics
 16. Expressed in pithy 

maxims
 18. Relaxing spaces
 22. The NFL’s big game
 23. Proof of payment 

(abbr.)
 24. Starchy preparation 

of dried orchid tubers
 25. Indicates near
 27. Minneapolis suburb
 28. Herring-like fish 
 29. Doctors’ group
 30. Pouches
 31. Bread dipping in 

sauce
 33. Commercials 
 35. A reminder of past 

events

 36. Affected by injury
 37. Geological time
 39. Stationary part of a 

motor
 42. Brings together
 43. Of sound mind
 44. Personal computer
 46. Without (French)
 47. A bank might give 

you one
 48. Agricultural testing 

organization
 49. A small island
 50. Type of gene
 51. Murres
 52. Card game
 53. A measure of human 

health
 54. Australian airline 

(abbr.)
 55. One point south of 

due west
 56. Affirmative

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

A parent volunteer helps one of the girls get paint colors for 
their palettes.

Young Lily (left) and Young Willow (right) show off their 
paintings before starting on another.

Young Esme shows off her 
painting.

One of the young girls was painting while sipping on a capri 
sun. 

Donna Lanzillo leading the girls in the pledge of allegiance the 
girl scout honor code pledge. Turley Photos by Abigail McCoy
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The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

2026 Norwegian Cruise Line
Bermuda and Nova Scotia – 
Call Today

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .....................................$110
July 2 ............Perkins Cove for a Day ................................$110
Oct. 4 ............Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum ...............$120
Oct. 18 ..........Turkey Train ..................................................$175
May 2026 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruis .......from $1699

Burke named to East 
Stroudsburg University 
Spring 2025 Dean’s List

EAST STROUDSBURG, PA – A total of 
1,741 students, including Robert Burke, have 
been named to the Dean’s List at East Strouds-
burg University for the Spring 2025 semester 
of the 2024-2025 academic year, as announced 
by Margaret Ball D.M.A., the university’s pro-
vost and vice president for academic affairs. 
Burke is a Business Management major from 
Palmer, Mass.

Students eligible for the Dean’s List must 
have achieved a 3.50 grade point average 
(GPA) or higher and be enrolled full-time. For 
reference, the grade “B” equates to 3 quality 
points per credit, while an “A” earns 4 quality 
points per credit.

Dr. Ball expressed her pride in the 
achievement, saying, “It is quite rewarding to 
see so many students on the list this semester. 
Congratulations to each of them on their dedi-
cation and fine work.”

Springfield College 
recognizes Dean’s List 
students for Spring 2025

SPRINGFIELD, MA – Springfield Col-
lege Recognizes Dean’s List Students for the 
2025 Spring Semester.

Springfield College has named Caiden 
Bodak from Monson, MA to the dean’s list for 
academic excellence for the 2025 spring se-
mester. Bodak has a primary major of Finance.

Springfield College has named Maegan 
Boucher from Monson, MA to the dean’s list 
for academic excellence for the 2025 spring 
semester. Boucher has a primary major of En-
glish.

Springfield College has named Cameron 
Daniels from Monson, MA to the dean’s list 
for academic excellence for the 2025 spring 
semester. Daniels has a primary major of Sport 
Management.

Springfield College has named Logan 
Fontaine from Palmer, MA to the dean’s list 
for academic excellence for the 2025 spring 
semester. Fontaine has a primary major of 
History.

Springfield College has named Hannah 
Harris from Monson, MA to the dean’s list for 
academic excellence for the 2025 spring se-
mester. Harris has a primary major of Health 
Science.

Springfield College has named Hanna 
Hurtado from Three Rivers, MA to the dean’s 
list for academic excellence for the 2025 
spring semester. Hurtado has a primary major 
of Social Work.

Springfield College has named Connor 
McCarthy from Monson, MA to the dean’s list 
for academic excellence for the 2025 spring 
semester. McCarthy has a primary major of 
Health Science.

Springfield College has named Amelia 
Murray from Palmer, MA to the dean’s list 
for academic excellence for the 2025 spring 
semester. Murray has a primary major of Pre-
Prof Athletic Training.

Springfield College has named Jaimie 
Talbot from Palmer, MA to the dean’s list for 
academic excellence for the 2025 spring se-
mester. Talbot has a primary major of Sports 
Biology.

Holcomb named to the 
Champlain College 
President’s List

BURLINGTON, VT – Layne Holcomb 
of Wales, MA was named to the Champlain 
College President’s List for the Spring 2025 
semester.

Students on the President’s List have 
achieved a grade point average of 4.0 or high-
er during the semester. Holcomb is majoring 
in Writing and Publishing.

Making the President’s List is a tremen-
dous achievement. Many of the high achievers 
balance their career-focused classes with jobs, 
internships, clubs, and volunteering. We con-
gratulate them on this great accomplishment 
and honor.

Assumption students 
named to Spring 2025 
University’s Dean’s List

WORCESTER – Assumption University 
has announced those who have been named 
to the University’s Dean’s List for the spring 
2025 semester. Students named to the Dean’s 
List must achieve a grade point average of 
3.5 for a five-class, 15-credit semester to be 
included on this prestigious list, which is 
announced at the completion of the fall and 
spring semesters.

Mason Dumas of Monson
Ethan Beauchemin of Palmer

Malone completes
intensive capstone 
research project

WORCESTER – Ryan Malone, a mem-
ber of the class of 2025 majoring in Mechan-
ical Engineering at Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute (WPI), recently completed a senior 

thesis that is required of all graduating seniors 
as part of the university’s distinctive proj-
ect-based educational experience. Ryan’s Ma-
jor Qualifying Project (MQP), a research-driv-
en, professional-level project that challenges 
students to solve the kinds of problems they 
would typically encounter in their professional 
discipline, was titled “Wings of Gompei: RC 
Aircraft Design, Assembly, and Test”.

“It’s inspiring to see the creativity and 
skills that our students bring to these projects, 
as well as the professionalism with which they 
present their research,” says Arne Gericke, 
interim dean of undergraduate studies and 
director of the Office of Undergraduate Re-
search. “Their experience managing a major 
project like this-including identifying a prob-
lem and researching all of the implications and 
possible solutions while also managing team 
dynamics over an extended period of several 
months-sets them up well for success not only 
in their first jobs after graduation but through-
out their careers.”

WPI’s innovative undergraduate educa-
tion is centered around project-based learning, 
a hands-on approach that offers students op-
portunities to apply their scientific and tech-
nical knowledge to real-world, open-ended 
problems. These projects produce tangible re-
sults that affect the quality of people’s lives, an 
experience that changes both the student and 
their world.

Catalina Mudgett 
completes intensive 
research project

WORCESTER – Catalina Mudgett, a 
member of the class of 2026 majoring in 
Aerospace Engineering at Worcester Poly-
technic Institute (WPI), was a member of a 
student team that recently completed a pro-
fessional-level research-driven project titled 
“Sustainable Energy Microgrid Alternative for 
Gateway Park.”

Known as the Interactive Qualifying 
Project (IQP), this project is a core part of the 
innovative undergraduate experience at WPI. 
Centered around project-based learning, this 
hands-on approach offers students opportu-
nities to help develop thoughtful solutions 
to open-ended problems. These real-world 
problems affect the quality of life for people 
in the communities where students work, giv-
ing students a chance to make a difference in 
the world before they graduate. All WPI un-
dergraduates are required to complete an IQP, 
usually in their junior year, through which 
they apply science and technology to address 
an important societal need or issue. About 
two-thirds of WPI students complete their IQP 
at one of the university’s 50+ off-campus proj-
ect centers located in more than 30 countries 
around the world.

HCC celebrates Class of 
2025 nursing graduates

HOLYOKE – Holyoke Community Col-
lege celebrated the graduation of 53 students 
from its Associate in Science in Nursing de-
gree program on Thursday, May 22. 

The students were recognized during a 
pinning ceremony in HCC’s Leslie Phillips 
Theater, during which they were formally in-
ducted into the healthcare field as soon-to-be 
registered nursing professionals. During a tra-
ditional pinning ceremony, new nursing grad-
uates light candles, receive their nursing pin, 
and recite the Nightingale Pledge. 

The graduates, many of whom are already 
working, will sit for their exams before be-
coming licensed as registered nurses. 

Local graduates include:
Brimfield:

Christina Howe
Monson:

Samantha Sevigne
Palmer:

Dana Russo
Three Rivers:

Suzanne Larro

COLLEGE NOTES

In the classroom

It is the policy of the Ware Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of age, sex, race, color, religion, national origin, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, homelessness, military service, union activity or genetics in its educational programs, activities or employment policies as required by Title IX 

of the 1972 Education Amendments, Chapter 622 of the Massachusetts General Laws, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, M.G.L. c. 71A and c. 76, s. 5.

WARE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM

2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR

The Ware Public School District strives to work with parents and the wider community
to educate all students in an environment that supports high academic achievement,

instills respect and fosters civic responsibility.
We believe that the ultimate goal of education is to support students as successful lifelong learners.

School Choice openings for the
2025-2026 school year:

Kindergarten ..................2
Grade 2 ...........................3
Grade 3 ...........................5
Grade 4 ...........................5
Grade 7 ...........................5
Grade 8 .........................15
Grade 9  ........................25
Grade 10 .......................25
Grade 11 .......................25
Grade 12 .......................15

The School Choice application can be downloaded at
www.wareps.org or picked up at Central Office

239 West Street, Ware, MA 01082
Deadline to submit applications is

June 16, 2025

The selection of non-resident students for admission
will be in the form of a random drawing,

when the number of requests exceed
the number of available spaces.

The drawing, if needed,
will take place on June 17, 2025.

WARE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM 

2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR
School Choice openings for the 

2025-2026 school year: 
Kindergarten 2 .................
Grade 2 3 .........................
Grade 3 5 ..........................
Grade 4 5 .........................
Grade 7 5 ..........................
Grade 8 15 ........................
Grade 9 25 ........................
Grade 10 25 ......................
Grade 11 25 .......................
Grade 12 15.......................

The School Choice application can be downloaded at 
www.wareps.org or picked up at Central Office 

239 West Street, Ware, MA  01082 

Deadline to submit applications is 
June 16, 2025 

The selection of non-resident students for admission  
will be in the form of a random drawing,  

when the number of requests exceed  
the number of available spaces. 

The drawing, if needed,  
will take place on June 17, 2025.

The Ware Public School District strives to work with parents and the wider community 
to educate all students in an environment that supports high academic achievement, 

instills respect and fosters civic responsibility. 

We believe that the ultimate goal of education is to support students as successful lifelong learners.

It is the policy of the Ware Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of age, sex, race, color, religion, national origin, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation, 
gender identity,  homelessness, military service, union activity or genetics in its educational programs, activities or employment policies as required by Title IX of 

the 1972 Education Amendments, Chapter 622 of the Massachusetts General Laws, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, the Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, M.G.L. c. 71A and c. 76, s. 5.

Subscribe to The Journal Register online at 
journalregister.turley.com

www.newspapers.turley.com
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cipals or changing of sched-
ules or when the Wi-Fi went 
out when that essay was due. 
This class has shown that with 
perseverance, any obstacle 
can be conquered. Before us 
today, we have a class of stu-
dents who have accomplished 
so much at Monson High 
School. Olivia has scored 
over 2,000 points in her High 
School Basketball career. Ne-
veah scored her 200th point 
in lacrosse and Tyler has rep-
resented our school not only 
at state golf tournaments, but 
in the New England Region-
als as well. Isabella, a state 
champion in swimming, not 
just once, but twice. To our 
seniors, thank you for rising 
to the challenge that you have 
met with. Thank you for rep-
resenting Monson with pride 
and sharing the wonderful 
things that you have accom-
plished with us. We are a small 
community, a small school 
and a small town, however we 
must say that even though we 
are small, we are mighty. We 
know that you will go on to do 
great things in your life.”

Interim Superintendent 
Roland Joyal spoke at the 
event and this year’s guest 
speaker was Director of Base-
ball Operations of the New 
York Yankees Matthew Fer-
ry. Growing up in Monson 
and graduating from MHS in 
2007, 

“Monson is the town 
I grew up in and it’s all I’ve 
ever known,” Ferry said. “I 
know that I might be biased, 
but it has a special place in my 
heart. This town has taught 
me everything that I know, it’s 
shaped me for who I am, and 
it prepared me for everything 
life has thrown at me. In fact, 
this school - Monson High 
School - allowed me to be-
come the person that I am to-
day. And for that, I am forever 
grateful and honored to come 
back and speak to you all on 
graduation day. And hopeful-
ly - I can impart some wisdom 
on you all that I’ve gathered 
since leaving this hometown 
of mine. To the parents, loved 
ones, advocates, guardians 

and anyone else that helped 
shape these graduates - con-
gratulations. You’ve success-
fully navigated these 18 years 
to see your baby boy or baby 
girl reach this milestone to-
day. Parents, you did it…just 
remember, that graduation 
party this weekend is just 
as much for them as it is for 
them. You helped guide your 
graduates through the good 
times, the bad times, the hard 
times, the ups and downs, and 
everything in-between. I’m 
the definition of a small-town 
kid with big city dreams.” 

The Valedictorian ad-
dress by Molly Szado and 
Salutatorian address by Olivia 
Chrzan was delivered, with 
both graduates receiving re-
spective medallions summa-
rizing all of the outstanding 
accomplishments, Szado with 
the Valedictorian medallion 
and Chrzan with the Salutato-
rian medallion.

Szado began by address-
ing the small graduating class 
size and thanking the MHS 
staff, friends, and families. 

“Many high schools have 
hundreds of students in a 
graduating class, for us, well 
we could probably all fit in 
a minivan,” she said. “What 
we may lack in numbers we 
make up in personalities. If 
there’s one thing I can confi-
dently say we’ve learned over 
the past four years, it’s how 
to adapt to change. Having 
a new principal each year of 
high school has made us ex-
perts at introducing ourselves, 
adjusting to new rules, and 
relearning expectations. But, 
instead of letting this affect 
us, we proved that no mat-
ter who was in charge, we 
controlled our own success. 
We learned flexibility, how 
to lead ourselves, and how 
to constantly thrive in an ev-
er-changing environment. Our 
class stayed together through 
it all. We built friendships 
and made memories that no 
new administration could take 
away. And if we can handle all 
of that, we can handle whatev-
er comes next. Our class may 
not be the biggest or the most 
traditional, but I couldn’t have 
imagined going through this 
with anyone else.”

Chrzan reflected on her 
time at Monson, saying the 
moment is not just theirs.

“I am honored to be able 
to speak to you all tonight and 
reflect on the past 13 years,” 
she said. “I want to recog-
nize that this moment doesn’t 
just belong to me alone. It 
belongs to everyone on this 
stage that has put countless 
hours into the past 13 years 
to get to this very moment. To 
every parent that encouraged 
us, supported us and helped 
us along the way. To every 
teacher and staff member that 
has prepared us and believed 
in us over the years even when 
we didn’t quite believe in our-
selves. As the class of 2025, 
we have faced more change 
than any class should in four 
years, so we are no strangers 
to the idea of adjustments 
and perseverance. So, as we 
look back and reminisce, I 
hope you are all extremely 
proud of who you’ve become 
because: I know I would be. 
Through hardships and unpre-
dictability, we’ve never feared 
the unknown and the growth 
we’ve shown is remarkable. 
2,340 days were spent inside 
the walls of Monson Public 
Schools just to get here, to 
this one moment, that we will 
share in our memories forev-
er.”

Subsequent was the pre-
sentation to honored guests, 
where graduates went up 
to the microphone and an-
nounced someone special in 
their lives who made the high 
school experience a bit eas-
ier, with most honoring their 
parents, grandparents, and 
friends. Each honored guest 
was presented a flower and 
were able to hug their gradu-
ate before the ceremony end-
ed. 

The closing remarks 
made by Dean of Students 
Maria Barnes and “All Sum-
mer Long” was played during 
the recessional. C

lass Advisors for the 
graduates are: Wendy Pisci-
otta and Bryan Griffing, MHS 
Ushers were: Brady Ronald-
son, Julia Royce, Adam Lav-
erty, Olivia Davis, Gabriella 
Almeida, and Sophia Galar-
neau. 

MHS  ❙  from page 1

Tyler Labonte is pictured 
graduating with Principal 
Fontaine.

Mausam Darjee has the 
rose in his mouth where in 
the presentation of honored 
guests, he chose himself. 

Nevaeh Chiacchia smiles 
with Principal Fontaine after 
receiving her diploma.

Salutatorian Address by Olivia 
Chrzan, a National Honor 
Society ember.

Valedictorian Address by 
Molly Szado.

Director of Baseball 
Operations of the New York 
Yankees Matthew Ferry. 

Olivia Chrzan outside of Granite Valley Middle School 
reconnecting with friends and families. 

Molly Szado smiles with her family, friends, and guests for a photo. 

Nicholas DeCasse smiles with Principal Fontaine. Harris Racheal proudly stands with her diploma. 

The presentation of honored guests was met with many hugs 
and tears. 

The MHS Marshalls leading the 2025 graduating class. 

Graduates prepare to move their tassels. 	 Turley photos by Amanda Munson
Emily Provost smiles before heading to the stage with the rest 
of the class. 
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ic strength and post-gradua-
tion ambition. Over half the 
class maintained a B average 
or higher, with nearly two 
dozen holding A averages. 
Students are heading to a 
range of destinations; from 
UMass Amherst and North-
eastern University to trade 
programs in welding and cos-
metology, and some directly 
into the workforce.

Highlighting this year’s 
theme, “Right Where I Be-
long”, Francis emphasized 
the power of small-town 
roots. “You damn sure make 
us proud,” he said, evoking 
the spirit of Justin Moore’s 
Love Your Hometown and 
referencing Palmer’s historic 

charm; from its brick build-
ings to the ever-present rail-
road tracks. He encouraged 
students to carry their com-
munity values of hard work 
and perseverance into the 
wider world.

Valedictorian Sophia 
Braskie, recipient of the pres-
tigious Rensselaer Medal and 
an AP Scholar with Distinc-
tion, spoke about the value 
of curiosity, connection, and 
learning beyond textbooks. A 
future biology major at North-
eastern University, Braskie 
balanced her academic acco-
lades with leadership roles 
as NHS vice president, swim 
and tennis team captain, and 
community volunteering.

Her speech moved from 
the chaos of high school hall-
ways and late-night study 

sessions to reflections on 
empathy, humility, and re-
silience. “The world doesn’t 
need more people who know 
everything…it needs more 
people still willing to learn,” 
she said, quoting Bill Nye’s 
reminder: “Everyone you will 
ever meet knows something 
you don’t.”

Braskie closed with a 
challenge to her peers: “You 
are now your own teacher.”

School Committee 
Chairperson Bonnie Rath-
bone offered heartfelt con-
gratulations on behalf of the 
committee, calling the Class 
of 2025 “a source of strength, 
perseverance, and support.” 
She commended the students 
for their example to under-
classmen and reminded them 
to celebrate small joys, thank 

their mentors, and pursue 
their own definitions of suc-
cess.

Quoting Oscar Wilde: 
“Be yourself; everyone else is 
already taken”, and Dr. Seuss: 
“Don’t cry because it’s over. 
Smile because it happened”, 
Rathbone encouraged gradu-
ates to shape the world with 
authenticity and gratitude.

She also recognized the 
crucial role of families and 
caregivers, thanking them 
for years of volunteerism and 
emotional support during this 
transformative time.

A special moment in 
the ceremony was reserved 
for the recognition of retir-
ing staff members who have 
shaped the lives of gener-
ations of Palmer students. 
Retiring paraprofessionals 

included Paula Corcan and 
Carmen Baldwin. Honored 
teachers included Gail Marri-
ott, Catherine Denine, Sheila 
Brown, John Gaffron, Mark 
Miller, Eva Robbins-Davies, 
Christina Tatlock, and Sandra 
Will.

Their dedication, de-
scribed as going “above and 
beyond,” was met with deep 
appreciation and applause.

The evening featured 
a spirited performance of 
Green Day’s “Good Riddance 
(Time of Your Life)” by the 
graduating class, drawing en-
thusiastic participation from 
both students and audience 
members.

Following diploma 
distribution, the ceremony 
closed with Principal Susan 
North inviting the class to 

sing the Palmer High School 
song. A humorous moment 
ensued as many students 
groaned in unison, revealing 
they didn’t quite remember 
the lyrics.

In her final reflections, 
Rathbone quoted Nelson 
Mandela: “Education is the 
most powerful weapon which 
you can use to change the 
world.” She reminded stu-
dents that they leave Palmer 
not only with knowledge, but 
with critical thinking skills, 
compassion, and leadership.

Whether heading to col-
lege, entering trades, or start-
ing careers, members of the 
Class of 2025 were celebrat-
ed for their accomplishments 
and reminded they will al-
ways have a home at Palmer 
High School.

PHS  ❙  from page 1

Superintendent Matthew Fran-
cis gives his speech proclaim-
ing how proud he is of this class 
before playing Justin Moore’s 
“Love Your Hometown” over 
the loudspeakers.

Valedictorian Sophia 
Braskie giving her speech 
on how learning is a lifetime 
commitment. 

School Committee Chairper-
son Bonnie Rathbone ad-
dressed the audience and 
graduates. 

The boy’s bleachers.The girl’s bleachers.

Class President Donovan 
Rayleonard gives his remarks 
to his classmates, alternating 
between funny anecdotes and 
heartfelt statements.

School Committee Chairperson Bonnie 
Rathbone poses with granddaughter Madison 
Rathbone after giving her her diploma.

The Palmer High Concert Band, who performed Pomp & Circumstance by Elgar for 
the opening walk in of the graduates.

Loretta Petrashewicz (right) gets surprised by her sister, 
Stephanie Kozlik (left), an E3 Naval Equipment Operator who 
came back from deployment to surprise her sister at graduation.

Principal North posing with graduate Gianna Perry.

Principal North posing with graduate Keegan Jez.

The boy’s side of the graduation popping the confetti devices they were given after diplomas were given out.	 Turley Photos by Abigail McCoy
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  Town of Monson 
 Zoning Board of Appeals

LEGAL NOTICE
In accordance with M.G.L. 

Chapter 40A, §8 and §15, the 
Monson Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a Public Hearing 
on Thursday, June 26th, 2025, 
at 7:10 P.M. at the Monson Town 
Offices located at 110 Main St., 
Monson, MA to hear an appeal 
of a determination made by Mon-
son Zoning Enforcement Officer 
dated May 7th, 2025. Melissa 
Blackburn of 218 Cedar Swamp 
Road is appealing the decision of 
the Zoning Enforcement Officer 
as it relates to the property is lo-
cated at 222 Cedar Swamp Road, 
Map 122 and Parcel 3C, zoned 
Rural Residential.  A copy of the 
appeal is on file in the Office of 
the Town Clerk, Zoning Board 
of Appeals and is available for 
viewing during regular office 
hours.

Ronald Fussell, Chairman 
05/29, 06/05/2025

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution 

of the Power of Sale contained 
in a certain mortgage given by 
John M. Arooth a/k/a John M. 
Arooth, Sr. to Monson Savings 
Bank, said mortgage being dated 
April 25, 2019, and recorded in 
the Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 22658, Page 118, 
of which mortgage the under-
signed is the present holder, for 
breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing, the same will be 
sold at Public Auction at 10:00 
A.M. on Friday, June 27, 2025, 
upon the premises described in 
said mortgage, namely 95 Upper 
Palmer Road, Monson, Hampden 
County, Massachusetts, all and 
singular the premises described 
in said mortgage, to wit:

A certain tract of land lying on 
the Easterly side of the highway 
leading from Monson to Palm-
er known as Margaret Street, in 
the Town of Monson, Hamp-
den County, Massachusetts, and 
bounded and described as fol-
lows: 

Beginning at a pipe set in the 
intersection of stone walls at the 
Northwest corner of land now 
or formerly of John S. Arooth et 
ux. and tract to be conveyed and 
at the Southwest corner of land 
now or formerly of one Rindge; 
thence running

Along Margaret Street, and 
a stone retaining wall South 18 
° 35’ 20” West 150.03 feet to a 
drill hole in a rock; thence run-
ning

Along land of said John S. 
Arooth et ux., South 74° 26’ 40” 
East 152.65 feet to a pipe; thence 
running

Along land of said John S. 
Arooth et ux., passing through 
the center of a large rock, North 
18° 35’ 20” East 150.03 feet to 
an iron pipe set in the stone wall 
at land now or formerly of said 
Rindge; thence running 

Along land now or formerly 
of said Rindge and a stone wall, 
North 74° 26’ 40” West 152.65 
feet to the point of beginning.

Containing about 22,800 
square feet.

Being the same property con-
veyed to John M. Arooth and 
Deborah Lynne Arooth, Husband 
and Wife, as tenants by the entire-
ty, and not as tenants in common 
by Deed from John M. Arooth, 
Married recorded 01/07/1976 in 
Deed Book 4220 Page 358, in 
the Registry of Deeds Plan for 
Hampden County, MA.

Said premises will be sold sub-
ject to and/or with the benefit of 
any and all rights, rights of way, 
restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, covenants, outstanding 
tax title, municipal or other 

public taxes, assessments, liens 
or claims in the nature of liens, 
rights of parties in possession, 
and existing encumbrances of 
record created prior to the mort-
gage, if any there be, whether or 
not reference to such restrictions, 
easements, improvements, liens 
or encumbrances is made in the 
Deed. 

No representations, express or 
implied, are made with respect to 
any matter concerning the prem-
ises which will be sold “as is”.

The successful high bidder 
will be responsible for paying the 
Massachusetts State Documenta-
ry Tax Stamps, all closing costs 
and all recording fees.

TERMS OF SALE:  The 
highest bidder in the sale shall 
be required to deposit cash, 
bank treasurer’s check or cer-
tified check in the amount of 
TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS 
($10,000.00) at the time and the 
place of the sale of the premises 
to qualify as a bidder (the present 
holder of the mortgage is exempt 
from this requirement) to be held 
by the Mortgagee.  The success-
ful bidder will also be required to 
deposit an additional sum equal to 
ten percent (10%) of the amount 
bid less the $10,000.00 deposit 
(but no less than $10,000) with 
the Mortgagee’s auctioneer, Aar-
on Posnik & Co., Inc., 31 Capital 
Drive, West Springfield, Massa-
chusetts 01089 or the Mortgag-
ees attorney as may be directed 
within five (5) days of the date of 
the sale to be held by the Mort-
gagee, and the balance of the 
purchase price shall be paid in 
cash, certified or bank treasurer’s 
check at the closing which shall 
occur within thirty (30) days af-
ter the date of foreclosure sale, 
time being of the essence, unless 
the Mortgagee agrees otherwise.  
The successful bidder at the sale 
shall be required to sign a Memo-
randum of Terms of Sale contain-
ing the above terms at the auction 
sale.

In the event that the successful 
bidder at the public auction shall 
default in purchasing the within 
described property according to 
the terms of this Notice of Mort-
gagee’s Sale and/or the terms of 
the Memorandum of Sale exe-
cuted at the public auction, the 
Mortgagee reserves the right, at 
its election, to sell the property 
to the second highest bidder at 
the public auction provided that 
Mortgagee, in its discretion, may 
require (1) said second highest 
bidder to deposit the amount of 
the required deposit as set forth 
herein within three (3) business 
days after written notice to the 
second highest  bidder of the de-
fault of the previous highest bid-
der, (2) the second highest bidder 
to execute a Memorandum of 
Sale, and (3) the closing to oc-
cur within twenty (20) days of 
said written notice, time being of 
the essence unless the Mortgag-
ee agrees otherwise.  The Mort-
gagee reserves the right to sell 
any parcel or any portion thereof 
separately, or in any order that 
Mortgagee may choose and/or to 
postpone this sale to a later time 
or date by public proclamation at 
the time and date appointed for 
the sale and to further postpone 
any adjourned sale date by public 
proclamation at the time and date 
appointed for the adjourned sale 
date.

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the time and place of 
the sale.

The description for the prem-
ises contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of a 
typographical error in this pub-
lication..

MONSON SAVINGS BANK,
Present Holder of said Mortgage

By:
David A. Lavenburg, Its Attorney

BACON WILSON, P.C.

33 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103

413-781-0560 
05/29, 06/05, 06/12/2025

MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE 
OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain Mortgage given by Scott 
R. Cable and Kathleen M. Ca-
ble to First NLC Financial Ser-
vices, LLC, dated May 13, 2003 
and recorded with the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds at 
Book 13203, Page 581, subse-
quently assigned to JPMORGAN 
CHASE BANK, AS TRUSTEE 
UNDER THE POOLING AND 
SERVICING AGREEMENT, 
DATED AS OF FEBRUARY 
1, 2004, AMONG CRED-
IT-BASED ASSET SERVICING 
AND SECURITIZATION LLC, 
MERRILL LYNCH MORT-
GAGE INVESTORS, INC., 
LITTON LOAN SERVICING 
LP AND JPMORGAN CHASE 
BANK, C-BASS MORTGAGE 
LOAN ASSET-BACKED CER-
TIFICATES, SERIES 2004-
CB2, WITHOUT RECOURSE 
by FIRST NLC FINANCIAL 
SERVICES, LLC AND/OR ITS 
ASSIGNS by assignment record-
ed in said Hampden County Reg-
istry of Deeds at Book 14277, 
Page 70, subsequently assigned 
to THE BANK OF NEW YORK 
MELLON F/K/A THE BANK 
OF NEW YORK AS SUCCES-
SOR TO JPMORGAN CHASE 
BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCI-
ATION, F/K/A JPMORGAN 
CHASE BANK, AS TRUSTEE 
UNDER THE POOLING AND 
SERVICING AGREEMENT, 
DATED AS OF FEBRUARY 
1, 2004, AMONG CRED-
IT-BASED ASSET SERVICING 
AND SECURITIZATION LLC, 
MERRILL LYNCH MORT-
GAGE INVESTORS, INC., 
LITTON LOAN SERVICING 
LP AND JPMORGAN CHASE 
BANK, C-BASS MORTGAGE 
LOAN ASSET-BACKED CER-
TIFICATES, SERIES 2004-
CB2 by JPMORGAN CHASE 
BANK, AS TRUSTEE UNDER 
THE POOLING AND SERVIC-
ING AGREEMENT, DATED 
AS OF FEBRUARY 1, 2004, 
AMONG CREDITBASED AS-
SET SERVICING AND SE-
CURITIZATION LLC, MER-
RILL LYNCH MORTGAGE 
INVESTORS, INC., LITTON 
LOAN SERVICING LP AND 
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, 
C-BASS MORTGAGE LOAN 
ASSET-BACKED CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2004-CB2 
by assignment recorded in said 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds at Book 19194, Page 64, 
subsequently assigned to THE 
BANK OF NEW YORK MEL-
LON F/K/A THE BANK OF 
NEW YORK AS SUCCESSOR 
IN INTEREST TO JPMORGAN 
CHASE BANK, NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUST-
EE FOR C-BASS MORTGAGE 
LOAN ASSET-BACKED CER-
TIFICATES, SERIES 2004-CB2 
by THE BANK OF NEW YORK 
MELLON F/K/A THE BANK 
OF NEW YORK AS SUCCES-
SOR TO JPMORGAN CHASE 
BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCI-
ATION, F/K/A JPMORGAN 
CHASE BANK, AS TRUSTEE 
UNDER THE POOLING AND 
SERVICING AGREEMENT 
DATED AS OF FEBRUARY 
1, 2004, AMONG CREDIT-
BASED ASSET SERVICING 
AND SECURITIZATION LLC, 
MERRILL LYNCH MORT-
GAGE INVESTORS, INC., 
LITTON LOAN SERVICING 
LP AND JPMORGAN CHASE 
BANK, C-BASS MORTGAGE 
LOAN ASSET-BACKED CER-
TIFICATES, SERIES 2004-CB2 
by assignment recorded in said 
Hampden County Registry of 

Deeds at Book 21911, Page 305 
for breach of the conditions of 
said Mortgage and for the pur-
pose of foreclosing same will be 
sold at Public Auction at 10:00 
AM on June 26, 2025 at 10 Kim-
ball Hill Road, Holland, MA, all 
and singular the premises de-
scribed in said Mortgage, to wit: 
Holland, Hampden County, Mas-
sachusetts, being known and des-
ignated as Lot #6 (six) as shown 
on a plan recorded in Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds, Book 
of Plans 99, Page 82, bounded 
and described as follows: 

EASTERLY: by Kimball Hill 
Road, shown on said plan as Pri-
vate Road, one hundred (100) 
feet; 

NORTHERLY: by Lot #5 
(five) as shown on said plan, 
one hundred fifty and 80/100 
(157.80) feet; 

WESTERLY: by Lots #64 
(sixty four) and #63 (sixty three) 
as shown on the plan of Forest 
Park recorded in said Registry of 
Deeds in Book of Plans 40, Page 
76, one hundred nine and 50/100 
(109.50) feet; 

and SOUTHERLY: by land 
now or formerly of Albert H. 
Daigle, one hundred three and 
05/100 (103.50) feet. 

SUBJECT to flowage rights 
and other rights as in instrument 
dated March 30, 1866, recorded 
in Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds, Book 246, Page 106, if 
applicable. 

SUBJECT to easement rights 
granted New England Tele-
phone and Telegraph Company 
and Worcester County Electric 
Company in instruments dated 
September 3, 1947, and recorded 
in said Registry of Deeds, Book 
1897, Pages 516, and 517, if ap-
plicable. 

TOGETHER WITH a ten (10) 
foot right of way as shown on 
plan first above mentioned. 

BEING THE SAME PREM-
ISES CONVEYED TO THE 
MORTGAGORS HEREIN BY 
DEED DATED FEBRUARY 18, 
1993 AND RECORDED IN THE 
HAMPDEN COUNTY REG-
ISTRY OF DEEDS IN BOOK 
8359 PAGE 197. The premises 
are to be sold subject to and with 
the benefit of all easements, re-
strictions, encroachments, build-
ing and zoning laws, liens, un-
paid taxes, tax titles, water bills, 
municipal liens and assessments, 
rights of tenants and parties in 
possession, and attorney’s fees 
and costs. 

TERMS OF SALE: A de-
posit of FIVE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS 
($5,000.00) in the form of a 
certified check, bank treasurer’s 
check or money order will be 
required to be delivered at or be-
fore the time the bid is offered. 
The successful bidder will be re-
quired to execute a Foreclosure 
Sale Agreement immediately af-
ter the close of the bidding. The 
balance of the purchase price 
shall be paid within thirty (30) 
days from the sale date in the 
form of a certified check, bank 
treasurer’s check or other check 
satisfactory to Mortgagee’s at-
torney. The Mortgagee reserves 
the right to bid at the sale, to re-
ject any and all bids, to continue 
the sale and to amend the terms 
of the sale by written or oral 
announcement made before or 
during the foreclosure sale. If the 
sale is set aside for any reason, 
the Purchaser at the sale shall be 
entitled only to a return of the 
deposit paid. The purchaser shall 
have no further recourse against 
the Mortgagor, the Mortgag-
ee or the Mortgagee’s attorney. 
The description of the premises 
contained in said mortgage shall 
control in the event of an error in 
this publication. TIME WILL BE 
OF THE ESSENCE. 

Other terms, if any, to be an-

nounced at the sale. 
The Bank of New York Mellon  

f/k/a The Bank of New York as 
successor in interest to JPMor-
gan Chase Bank, National Asso-
ciation, as Trustee for C-BASS 
Mortgage Loan Asset-Backed 
Certificates, Series 2004-CB2 
Present Holder of said Mortgage, 

By Its Attorneys, 
ORLANS LAW GROUP PLLC 

PO Box 540540 
Waltham, MA 02454 

Phone: (781) 790-7800 
23-012981 

06/05, 06/12, 06/19/2025

TOWN OF PALMER
TOWN COUNCIL

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

FY26 BUDGET
The Palmer Town Council will 

hold a public hearing on the pro-
posed FY26 Budget for the Town 
of Palmer, on Monday, June 9, 
2025, at 6:45pm at the Town 
Administration Building, 4417 
Main St. Palmer, MA 01069. 
Anyone interested in being heard 
should appear at the time and 
place designated above.

Palmer Town Council 
05/29, 06/05/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD24P0776EA
Estate of: 

Violet Jeanne Harris
Date of Death: 2/10/24

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Judith A Har-
ris of Monson, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate. 

Judith A Harris of Monson, 
MA

has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
06/05/2025

TOWN OF PALMER
TOWN COUNCIL

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

LOAN AUTHORIZATION 
2025-03

The Palmer Town Council will 
hold a public hearing on June 9, 
2025 at 6:35 PM at the Palmer 
Town Building, 4417 Main St, 
Palmer for public comment on 
proposed Loan Authorization 
2025-03 to approve a loan order 
in the amount of $2,280,000 to 
pay costs of designing, construct-
ing, reconstructing, and equip-
ping a centrifuge sludge dewa-
tering system at the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant.

Palmer Town Council 
05/29, 06/05/2025

Monson Housing Authority
Accepting Proposals 

for Property
The Monson Housing Author-

ity (MHA) is selling a property 
owned by the MHA and is re-
questing proposals from inter-
ested buyers. The Property is as 
follows: 5 Lower Hampden Rd. 
Monson, MA 01057 “the prop-
erty”

This property was built in 
1930, has 3 units with 2 units 
each having 4 bedrooms and 2 
full baths, and 1 unit having 2 
bedrooms and 1 bath.  The site is 
.61 acres.  It is currently in dis-
repair and will require significant 
investment for habitation.  The 
appraised value is $100,000.

For a copy of the RFP email 
Monsonhousing@comcast.net or 
pick one up at 31 State St. Suite 
50, Monson, MA 01057. 

DEADLINES:  Proposals will 
be received and evaluated as de-
scribed in this RFP.  Proposals 
will be received until the initial 
opening deadline of 2:00 p.m. on 
June 16, 2025 at which time they 
will be publicly opened and made 
available for public review at the 
Monson Housing Authority’s of-
fice (address shown above).   
05/22, 05/29, 06/05, 6/12/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD25C0181CA 
In the matter of: 

Celia Stephanie Silvis
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change Name 

of Adult has been filed by Celia 
Stephanie Silvis of Brimfield, 
MA requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their 
name to: 

Cindi Silvis Wood
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appearance 
at: Hampden Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
06/25/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:  May 28, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

06/05/2025

 Town of Monson 
 Zoning Board of Appeals

LEGAL NOTICE
In accordance with Chapter 

40A M.G. L. §.11, the Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals will 
hold a Public Hearing Thurs-
day, June 26th, 2025 at 7:05 
P.M. in the Select Board meeting 
room at the Town Administration 
Building, 110 Main Street on the 
application of Equestrian Hills 
Estates, LLC, Stafford Road, 
Monson, MA for a special per-
mit as provided by §6.6 Earth 
Removal of the Monson Zoning 
Bylaws to conduct an Earth Re-
moval operation. The property 
is zoned Rural Residential and 
located on Stafford Road, Map 
101, Parcel 007. A copy of the 
application is on file in the Office 
of the Town Clerk, Zoning Board 
of Appeals and is available for 
viewing during regular office 
hours.

Ronald Fussell, Chairman 
05/29, 06/05/2025

Public notices

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.
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Public notices
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Energy Facilities Siting Board
Notice of Adjudication

And Public Comment Hearing
EFSB 24-02/D.P.U. 24-190 

New England Power Company 
d/b/a National Grid

(Palmer to Ware Transmission Project)
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/palmer-to-ware-transmission-project

Project Summary and Public Comment Hearing Overview 
New England Power Company d/b/a National Grid (the “Compa-

ny”) filed petitions seeking approval to construct, operate, and main-
tain a new overhead transmission line in Palmer, West Brookfield, and 
Ware, Massachusetts that will replace approximately 10. 

35 miles of an existing transmission line in the same right-of-way 
(the “Replacement Line”).  The Company plans to remove the exist-
ing transmission line and existing 147 structures; the Company would 
then replace the existing structures with 112 steel structures and con-
struct, re-establish, and improve utility access routes.  The Replace-
ment Line would continue operating at 69 kilovolts (“kV”) although 
capable of operating at 115 kV in the future, if needed.  This work is 
referred to herein as the “Palmer to Ware Transmission Project” or the 
“Project.”  The Project description and maps of the Project site are 
provided below. 

The Siting Board will conduct a public comment hearing with 
both in-person and remote participation options:

Wednesday, June 25, 2025, at 6:30 p.m.
Location: Palmer High School Auditorium
4105 Main St 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Remote attendees: join by clicking this link: https://us06web.

zoom.us/j/86262871350
For audio-only participation, attendees can dial in at (646) 558-

8656 (not a toll-free number) and then enter the Webinar ID: 862 6287 
1350.

To provide oral comments during the public comment hearing (in 
person or on Zoom), please send an email to Yonathan.Mengesha@ 
mass.gov with your name, email address, and mailing address by 
noon, June 24, 2025.  To sign up by telephone, please leave a voice-
mail message referencing “EFSB 24-02/D.P.U. 24-190” at (617) 
305-3544 with your name, telephone number, and mailing address.  
Pre-registered commenters will speak first, and other commenters af-
terwards. 

The Siting Board also invites written comments on the Project.  
Written comments will be most useful to the Siting Board if submitted 
by Friday, July 11, 2025.

Important Dates
Public Comment Hearing June 25, 2025
Deadline to file written comments July 11, 2025
Deadline to file for intervention/limited participant status July 11, 2025

Public Comment Hearing
At the public comment hearing, the Company will present an over-

view of the Project.  Public officials and members of the public will 
have an opportunity to ask questions and provide comments about the 
proposed Project.  The public comment hearing will be transcribed by 
a court reporter.  A recording of the public comment hearing will be 
available on the Siting Board’s YouTube channel after the hearing, 
at https://www.youtube.com/@MaDPU_hearing  

Public Review of the Company’s Petition 
A detailed description of the Project, links to the Company’s pe-

titions, attachments, and analysis, and periodic updates are available 
via the Siting Board’s webpage for the Project https://www.mass.gov/
info-details/palmer-to-ware-transmission-project.  The Company also 
maintains a webpage for the Project: https://palmertowareimprove-
mentproject.com/.   

Hard copies of the Company’s petitions, including all attachments, 
are available for public inspection at the following locations: 

Boston 
Energy Facilities Siting Board 
One South Station, 3rd floor 
Boston, MA 02110
Palmer
Clerk’s Office			   Palmer Public Library
4417 Main St. Ste 10		  1455 N Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069		  Palmer, MA 01069

West Brookfield
Clerk’s Office		           Merriam-Gilbert Public Library
2 East Main Steet		  3 West Main Street
West Brookfield, MA 01585	 West Brookfield, MA 01585

Ware
Clerk’s Office		          Young Men’s Library Association
126 Main Street - Suite F 		  37 Main Street
Ware, MA 01082			  Ware, MA 01082	

Decision on the Project Proposal 
The public comment hearing marks the beginning of an official, 

state-level decision-making process focused on whether the Project 
should be approved.  The Siting Board will make the decision based 
on the following laws:

1) Under G.L. (Massachusetts General Law) c.(chapter) 164, § 
(section) 69J, the Siting Board will review the Company’s proposed 
Project to determine whether the Project will provide a reliable ener-
gy supply with a minimum impact on the environment at the lowest 
possible cost.

2) Under G.L. c. 164, § 72, the Siting Board will determine whether 
the proposed Project is necessary, serves the public convenience, and 
is consistent with the public interest.

Intervention and Participation 
Persons or groups who wish to be involved in the Siting Board pro-

ceeding, beyond providing comments at the public comment hearing 
or submitting written comments, may seek either to intervene as a 
party or to participate as a limited participant.  A petition to intervene 
or participate must also be filed no later than July 11, 2025, and follow 
the instructions provided below. 

“Intervenor” or “Party” Status: An intervenor can participate ful-
ly in the evidentiary phase of the proceeding, including the right to 
participate in evidentiary hearings, file a brief and present comments 
to the Siting Board on the Tentative Decision, and to appeal a Final 
Decision. 

“Limited Participant” Status: A limited participant receives doc-
uments during the proceeding and may file a brief and present com-
ments regarding the Tentative Decision to the Siting Board. 

A petition to intervene must demonstrate that the petitioner may be 
substantially and specifically affected by this proceeding.  See below 
for filing instructions.  For more information on the Siting Board’s 
procedural rules, please see the following link: https://www.mass.gov/
doc/980-cmr-105/download. 

Filing Instructions 
Written comments on the Project, or a petition to intervene or par-

ticipate as a limited participant in this proceeding, must be filed in 
two places: 

First, the comments or petition must be sent to the Siting Board by 
email - to dpu.efiling@mass.gov AND to Connor.C.Tarr@mass.gov 
no later than the close of business on July 11, 2025.  The text of the 
e-mail must specify: (1) the docket number of the proceeding (EFSB 
24-02/D.P.U. 24-190); (2) the name of the person or entity submitting 
the filing; and (3) a brief description of the document.  The email 
should also include the name, title, and telephone number of a person 
to contact in the event of questions about the filing.  

Second, the comments or petition must be sent by email to coun-
sel for the Company, Catherine Keuthen, Esq. at ckeuthen@keegan
werlin.com.  

Accommodation Requests
Reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities (e.g., 

Braille, large print, electronic files, audio format) are available upon 
request.  To submit a request for an accommodation, please email 
Melixza Esenyie - Non-Discrimination Coordinator and Director of 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, Massachusetts Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental Affairs at, eeadiversity@mass.gov, or call 
617-626-1282.  In your communication, please include a description 
of the request with as much detail as possible and provide a way we 
can contact you if we need more information.  Please allow at least 
one week (7 days) advance notice.  Last-minute requests will be ac-
cepted, but we may be unable to fulfill them. 

Language interpretation services are available upon request.  In-
clude in your request the language required and a way to contact you 
if we need more information.  Requests may be made at least one 
week (7 days) in advance.  It may not be possible to accommodate 
last-minute requests.  Contact the Presiding Officer for more informa-
tion (contact information below).

Non-Discrimination Notice
The Siting Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, disability, age, sex, income, ethnicity, class, disability, 
religious creed or belief, gender identity, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, English language proficiency or ancestry in adminis-
tration of its programs or activities. See the Siting Board’s Non-Dis-
crimination Notice at:  https://www.mass.gov/info-details/efsb-non-
discrimination-notice-and-grievance-procedure. 

  If you have any questions about this notice or any of the Siting 
Board’s non-discrimination programs, policies, or procedures, you 
may contact:  

Melixza Esenyie - Non-Discrimination Coordinator and Director 
of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, Massachusetts Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental Affairs, Human Resources, 9th Floor, 
100 Cambridge Street, Boston, MA 02114, eeadiversity@mass.gov, 
617-626-1282.  

If you believe that you have been discriminated against with respect 
to a Siting Board program or activity, you may contact Melixza Es-
enyie (identified above) to learn how and where to file a complaint of 
discrimination.  

Contact
For further information about the proceeding, please contact the 

Presiding Officer at the address or telephone number below: 
Connor Tarr, Presiding Officer
Energy Facilities Siting Board

One South Station 
Boston, MA 02110

Connor.C.Tarr@mass.gov 
(617) 305-3596

For periodic updates please visit the Siting Board’s webpage 
for this proceeding found at: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/
palmer-to-ware-transmission-project.

Project Description 
The Company owns and operates an existing transmission line, 

Line O15N, that extends about ten miles, from National Grid’s Palmer 
Substation to its Ware Substation (the “Palmer-Ware Line”).  Nation-
al Grid proposes to replace the Palmer-Ware Line and the transmis-
sion structures that are holding it up and then remove the old lines 
and structures.  The Company maintains that the Project is needed 
because inherent design characteristics and physical deterioration of 
the existing Palmer-Ware Line have resulted in poor electric reliabil-
ity.  According to the Company, rebuilding the existing line would 
address the widespread damage to the existing structures, improve 
telecommunications between the two substations, and improve elec-
tric reliability.  An interactive map of the Project is available at the 
following link: https://palmertowareimprovementproject.com/index.
htm#project-map. 

Route Description
The Palmer-Ware Line traverses the towns of Ware, West Brook-

field, and Palmer.  Beginning at the Palmer Substation at the south-
ern end of the line, the Palmer-Ware Line travels in a northeasterly 
direction, crossing U.S. Route 20, Flynt Street, Thompson Street, the 
Massachusetts Turnpike (Interstate 90), Smith Street, Old Warren 
Road, and West Ware Street for a total of 8.07 miles in Palmer.  The 
Existing Line then crosses into Ware, continuing in a northeasterly di-
rection across Prendiville Road twice and traveling 1.18 miles, before 
entering West Brookfield.  In West Brookfield, it continues northeast, 
crossing West Main Street/MA Route 9 and traveling 0.9 miles before 
turning westward back into Ware.  In Ware, the Existing Line travels 
0.2 miles and crosses Gilbertville Road/MA Route 32 just before en-
tering the Ware Substation. 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Energy facilities siting board

ONE SOUTH STATION
BOSTON, MA 02110

(617) 305-3525
Translation and Interpretation Services

English
ATTENTION:  Additional translation and/or interpretation services 

are available upon request at no direct cost to the individual requesting 
the service. Include in your request the language required and a way 
to contact you if we need more information.  It may not be possible to 
fulfill last-minute requests. Contact Yonathan Mengesha at Yonathan.
Mengesha@mass.gov to make a request.

Español (Spanish)
ATENCIÓN: Hay servicios adicionales de traducción y/o inter-

pretación disponibles a pedido sin costo directo para la persona que 
solicita el servicio. Incluya en su solicitud el idioma requerido y una 
forma de comunicarnos con usted si necesitamos más información. Es 
posible que no sea posible cumplir con solicitudes de último momen-
to. Comuníquese con Yonathan Mengesha a Yonathan.Mengesha@
mass.gov para realizar una solicitud.

Portugues (Standard Portuguese)
ATENÇÃO: Serviços adicionais de tradução e/ou interpretação es-

tão disponíveis mediante solicitação, sem custo direto para o indivíduo 
que solicita o serviço. Inclua em sua solicitação o idioma necessário 
e uma forma de contato caso precisemos de mais informações. Pode 
não ser possível atender a pedidos de última hora. Entre em contato 
com Yonathan Mengesha pelo e-mail Yonathan.Mengesha@mass.gov  
para fazer a solicitação.

Kreyòl Ayisyen (Haitian Creole)
ATANSYON: Sèvis tradiksyon ak/oswa entèpretasyon siplemantè 

disponib si w mande sa san yon pri dirèk pou moun k ap mande sèvis 
la. Nan demann ou an, mete lang ou egzije a ak yon mwayen pou 
kontakte w si nou bezwen plis enfòmasyon. Li gendwa pa posib pou 
ranpli yon demann nan dènye lè. Kontakte Yonathan Mengesha nan 
Yonathan.Mengesha@mass.gov pou w fè yon demann

Français (French)
ATTENTION : Des services de traduction et/ou d’interprétation 

supplémentaires sont disponibles sur demande, sans frais directs pour 
le demandeur. Indiquez dans votre demande la langue requise et un 
moyen de vous contacter si nous avons besoin de plus d’informa-
tions. Il se peut que nous ne puissions pas répondre aux demandes de 
dernière minute. Merci de contcacter Yonathan Mengesha à Yonathan.
Mengesha@mass.gov pour faire une demande.
06/05, 06/12/2025

HELP WANTED
HOUSEKEEPING / CUSTODIAL POSITIONS

Eagle Hill School, a college-prep board school located in Hardwick, MA, seeks 
to hire highly motivated, hardworking, and energetic individuals to join our 
housekeeping team.

Essential Duties & Responsibilities: 
- Window cleaning; Vacuuming; Dusting; Trash Removal; Restroom 

Cleaning; Floor cleaning with commercial machines

Required Qualifications & Skills
- Ability to work in a team environment; Proven ability to work 

independently with minimal supervision; Must be flexible regarding 
scheduling based on business demands; Successful completions of 
background check; Willingness to work flexible schedule including 
nights, weekends, and/or Holidays as needed

Physical requirements:
- Able to lift up to 50 lbs.; Able to push/pull up to 50 lbs.; Able to bend, 

stretch, and twist; Able to stand for long periods of time; Able to climb 
multiple flights of stairs on daily basis and walk frequently; Able to work 
with chemicals according to directions

Eagle Hill School is located in Hardwick, MA and 
is a private boarding school for high school students in grades 8 through 12. 

If interested, call Devon Jurczyk, 413-207-7021. Phone calls only.

HELP WANTED
KITCHEN / DISHWASHING POSITIONS

Eagle Hill School, a college-prep board school located in Hardwick, MA, seeks 
to hire highly motivated, hardworking, and energetic individuals to join our 
kitchen staff.

Eagle Hill School is seeking full and part time kitchen staff for dishwasher 
positions as well as food preparation and serving.

 - Ability to work in a team environment
 - Ability to work independently with minimal supervision
 - Must be flexible regarding scheduling, including nights, 
  weekends, and/or holidays as needed
 - Successful completion of background checks is required
 - Physical Requirements and Work Environment
 - Must be able to lift approximately 30-50 pounds
 - Bend, kneel, push, pull, and other physical exertion
 - Ability to stand and walk for extended periods of time
 - Work in a hot and damp environment with moderate 
  to high noise volumes

Schedule
Year round, full time schedule
Ability to work evenings, weekends, and holidays as needed, including 
occasional events
Extended hours required on an as needed basis

Job Connection
Helping You Find help
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior – Finish carpentry, 
framing, window & door replacement, dry-
wall, painting and decks.  Competitive pric-
ing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

BUS CLEANER WANTED. Part-time 
mornings and weekends. Warren – local 
applicants preferred. 413-436-5262 .

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
is now accepting applications for a FULL-
TIME police officer. Review of appli-
cations begins immediately. Visit www.
hampdenpolice.com for more informa-
tion. EOE

PANTRY COORDINATOR for Commu-
nity Survival Center in Indian Orchard.
Application available at www.communi-
tysurvivalcenter.org
Must be able to lift 40 pounds and stand 
for extended periods of time. Four-day work 
week; 34-hours/week; Pays $17.50/hour

SALES SUPPORT 
SPECIALIST

For over 60 years The Holy Rood Guild 
at St. Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer, Massa-
chusetts, known for the exceptional quality 
and fine tailoring of liturgical vestments, is 
seeking a Sales Support Specialist. 
Excellent communication and computer 
skills required. Respectful, positive interac-
tion with clergy and religious organizations 
necessary. Experience in sales, artistic de-
sign, and customer service a plus.

For more information and to apply, 
contact Fr. Stephen Shanahan at 

(774) 315-3107 
or by email: 

brstephenofstjoe@yahoo.com.
holyroodguild.com

FOR RENT
4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5/baths, 
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities. 
1st/last/security. References and proof of 
income required.  Call 413-589-0401.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES HELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356. CHAMELEON 

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE IS 2 P.M. ON FRIDAY
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Palmer-Chris-
tina Lynn Poulin, 
67, of the Bonds-
ville section of 
Palmer, MA, 
passed away on 
May 31, 2025, after 
an illness.

Born Feb-
ruary 8, 1958 in 
Stafford Springs, 
CT daughter of 
Dwight and Nancy 
(Hale) Poulin, she lived most 
of her life in Monson, MA. Af-
ter graduating from Monson 
High in 1976 as salutatorian, 
she earned a B.A from As-
sumption College and a MBA 
from Western New England 
College. Tina worked in Mass-
Mutual’s Retirement services 
for many years, most recently 

at Voya. Her favorite 
activities included 
family gatherings 
with the Poulins, va-
cations on Cape Cod 
with friends Sue and 
Scott, and steak or 
burgers on Saturdays 
at the Norths with her 
beloved “grandcats.”

Remaining to 
cherish Tina’s mem-
ory are son Nathan 

and his wife Lilly North, Ti-
na’s siblings and their spouses, 
Cindy and Jim Nothe, Patti and 
Louie Vacon, Linda Poulin, 
Lisa Poulin, Rich Poulin, Bob 
and Jane Poulin, Michael and 
Caroline Poulin, Melissa and 
Jim Duggan, along with many 
nieces, nephews, and cousins.

Visitation will be held 

Thursday June 5, 2025 from 
5pm to 7pm at Lombard Fu-
neral Home  3 Bridge St., 
Monson.  A Funeral Mass will 
be held Friday June 6, 2025 at 
10am in St. Patrick’s Church 
22 Green St, Monson, inter-
ment will follow at Bethany 
Cemetery in Monson.

Memorial donations in 
Tina’s memory may be di-
rected to St. Patrick’s Church 
in Monson PO Box 473 Mon-
son, MA. Her memory can 
also be honored by efforts to 
preserve social support pro-
grams including SNAP and 
Medicaid or volunteer with 
your favorite organization 
that serves others.

For online condolences 
or directions please visit Lom-
bardfuneralhome.com.

Christina Lynn Poulin, 67
Obituary

DEATH NOTICES
Poulin, Christina Lynn
Died May 31, 2025
Visitation June 5, 2025
Lombard Funeral Home 
Funeral June 6, 2025
St. Patrick’s Church

O’Connor, Mary Anne
Died May 7, 2025

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
FRIDAY, JUNE 27TH at 10:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• MONSON •

95 Upper Palmer Road    MONSON, MA
To be sold on the Premises 

5 ROOM / 3 BEDROOM
SINGLE STORY 

RANCH STYLE HOME
ON

1/2 ACRE
“CLOSE PROXIMITY TO ALL AMENITIES”

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney David A. Lavenburg
Of the firm of Bacon Wilson, P.C.

33 State Street Springfield MA 
Attorney for Mortgagee

Terms of Sale: $10,000.00 Deposit Certified or Bank Funds.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.

Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.

 Features:
• Single Story Ranch Style Home • ±½ Acre of Land • 

• Total of (5) Rooms w/ (3) Bedrooms & (1) Bath •
• ±1,456 S/F of Living Area • Oil Baseboard Heat •

• Full Basement • Fireplace • Private Water • Private Septic • 
• Parcel ID: 069-013 • Zoned: RR •

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25TH at 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• MONSON, MASSACHUSETTS •

241 Palmer Road     MONSON, MA 
To be sold on the Premises 

★ UNDER CONSTRUCTION ★ 
7 ROOMS / 3 BEDROOMS

1 1/2 STORY

CONTEMPORARY STYLE HOME
“LOCATED ON ROUTE 32/PALMER ROAD”

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Jerry B. Plumb

Of the firm of O’Connell & Plumb, P.C.
75 Market Place, Springfield, MA

Attorney for Mortgagee
Terms of Sale: $10,000.00 Initial Deposit Cash, Bank or Certified Funds. 

Deposit to be Increased to 10% of Purchase Price Within 5 Business Days.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.

Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.

 Features:
• 1½ Story Contemporary Style Home • ±2 Acres of Land •

• Total of (7) Rooms w/ (3) Bedrooms & (2) Baths •
• ±1,800 S/F of Area • Full Basement • Vinyl Siding • 

• Open Porch • Public Water • Private Septic • 
• Map ID: 128/013G • Zoned: Res •

★ One Car Attached Garage ★

Mary Anne 
O ’ C o n n o r 
passed away on 
May 7, 2025 in 
Atlanta, Ga. due 
to Heart Fail-
ure. She was 80 
years old.

The first 
child born to 
Daniel and 
Grace O’Con-
nor on August 
8, 1944, Mary Anne spent her 
childhood in Monson, Mass 
with her three brothers: Dan-
iel (DB), Thomas and Rich-
ard. Amid the lively chaos of 
a big family and close friends, 
voracious reading fueled 
Mary Anne’s curiosity and 
sharpened her world views.

After graduating from 
Monson High in 1962, she 
married Stanley Pyzocha of 
Chicopee, and together they 
built a home for their three 
children; Jackilyn, Kristin and 
Robert. While life brought its 
challenges, Mary Anne re-
mained a source of creativity, 
strength, and determination, 
always finding ways to shape 
beauty from difficulty, and to 
find love when it was other-
wise lost.

Eventually, seeking new 
possibilities and a milder 
climate, Mary Anne moved 
her family first to Mobile, 

AL and then to Geor-
gia —working first in 
property management, 
then in the retail carpet 
business. In Atlanta, 
she truly came into 
her own: lovingly re-
storing her Grant Park 
home, contributing 
to the neighborhood 
paper, and immersing 
herself in the city’s 
cultural heartbeat—

through music and arts festi-
vals, historic home tours, and 
the deep joy she found in the 
diverse stories and traditions 
of the people she befriended.

In 1986, with her chil-
dren off to college, Mary 
Anne married Ken Davis, and 
the couple moved to Saraso-
ta, Florida, where she lived 
her greatest dream: life by the 
sea. For three golden years, 
she wandered the shores of 
Siesta Key, collected sea-
shells on Lido Beach, read 
in the sun, and let the steady 
rhythm of the waves restore 
her spirit. The ocean was her 
refuge—vast, steady, and full 
of quiet wonder.

Mary Anne held strong 
convictions and lived by them. 
A lifelong believer in wom-
en’s rights and social justice, 
she stood firmly against po-
litical, racial, and economic 
inequality—not with slogans, 

but through care. She opened 
her home—and her heart—
to foster children, survivors 
of domestic violence, and a 
joyful parade of rescued dogs 
and cats. Her compassion 
showed in her instincts, her 
hospitality, and her everyday 
choices.

She also loved the hunt 
of a good thrift store, the com-
fort of a cigarette and a cup 
of tea, and the unspoken po-
etry of second chances.  Her 
record collection and love of 
music spanned decades. 

She is survived by her 
brother Thomas O’Connor, 
her daughter Jackilyn Pyzo-
cha, her son Robert Pyzocha, 
her daughter Kristin Brown, 
and her beloved grandchil-
dren, Adisa Brown and Kael-
len Brown and grandson in-
law Andrew Friedberg.

Mary Anne’s resilience, 
wit, and generous spirit live 
on in the lives she touched. 
She leaves behind a legacy 
of courage, creativity, and 
care—a woman who built 
homes, nurtured communi-
ties, and never stopped learn-
ing or loving. She will be 
deeply missed and forever re-
membered—her spirit felt in 
every quiet page turned, every 
story shared between beloved 
ones, and in the salty serenity 
of a sun-warmed beach.

Mary Anne O’Connor
August 8, 1944 – May 7, 2025

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

DEADLINE
The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition space permitting, 
email Editor at journalregster@turley.com or call the 
office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. We 
appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

Our
advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know
you saw their 

ad in the

Journal
Register Read The Journal Register online at journalregister.turley.com

Calendar of Events
E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event 
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have an 
event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form and 
as a Word doc or plain email text – no PDFs or flyers, please – 
to journalregister@turley.com.

UPCOMING

Saturday, June 7- Sunday, June 8
6th Annual Pioneer Valley Wine Festival! Featuring Farm-

ers, Wine, Beer, Cider, Mead, Distilleries, Food and Art, at 
Brimfield Auction Acres Field- 35 Main St., Brimfield. Tickets 
available at pioneervalleywinefestival.com  

June 12
JEEP SHOW to benefit Autism in my Pocket- Brimfield 

Winery, 35 Main St., Brimfield. Free to the public. Jeep entries 
please email Robin at autisminmypocket@charter.net 

June 14
Bottle and Can Drive will be held from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

on June 14 at Hryniewicz Park. Sponsored by the Three Rivers 
Firefighters - Ladies Auxiliary

June 21
Concert Butcher & The Summer of Love at Brimfield 

Winery 35 Main St., Brimfield. Tickets available at Brimfield-
winery.com.

ONGOING

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2-4 p.m. daily at the Holland 
Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice differ-
ent crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. For more in-
formation, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely 
Rd., Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hik-
ing, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be 
found in the parking lot. The Phillips Sculpture Garden is open 
year-round (handouts in box on one of the signposts). For more 
information call 413-267-4137, email khm@keephomestead-
museum.org or visit keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members meet 
at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month in the Am-
vets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild is a no-pres-
sure group with varying degrees of accomplishments, from 
novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues are $55 a year. 
For more information, contact Barbara Beaulieu at 267-4044 or 
Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Follow them on Facebook.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30 p.m., 
every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St, Monson. 
Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute beginners and be-
ginners, and participants get to dance to all types of music. $10 
per class. Please wear comfortable footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday of ev-
ery month at Top Floor Learning (third floor of the Palmer Li-
brary at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and open to the public. Play 
available board and card games or bring your own. Must be 16 
or older unless accompanied by an adult. No Registration Re-
quired – just show up! Questions? Call 283-2329, or 283-3691, 
or email palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WINTER SEA-
SON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is locat-
ed on Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range State Park. 
DCR Interpretive staff will be available for visitors. Coming in 
January, programs will also be offered to highlight the Range’s 
special nature in winter, see the park web site for details. 

QI GONG:  Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy 
Emerson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. 

UPCOMING

WALES CHURCH FARMER’S MARKET - Located in 
the church pavilion across from the post office on the corner 
of Route 19 and Monson Road. Every Saturday morning from 
9 a.m - noon. It will begin on Memorial Day weekend and run 
throughout the summer until Labor Day. We offer homemade 
baked goods, local honey, crafts, flea market items, antiques, 
and fruits and vegetables when in season. Vendors welcome 
and there is no charge to set up a table.
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Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
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        @ The Journal Register

The Journal Register is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. •  www.turley.com

Corrections
The Journal Register will glad-

ly correct factual errors that appear 
in this paper. Corrections or clarifi-
cations will always appear on Page 
2 or 3. To request a correction, send 
information to Editor at journalreg-
ister@turley.com, or call 283-8393, 
extension 236. Corrections may also 
be requested in writing at:  Journal 
Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA, 01069.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

WALES – Bring the 
whole family to enjoy a day 
of nature exploration and 
education at The Norcross 
Wildlife Foundation on Sat-
urday, June 14, 2025 from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Admission is 
free. Simply drop by to join 
in on the excitement.

Throughout the event, 
Norcross staff will lead 
guided tours of the 3-miles 
of public trails, providing in-
sight into local plants, wild-
life, and conservation ef-
forts. Visitors will also have 
the chance to engage with 
local experts and discover 
new ways to connect with 
nature and wildlife through 
a variety of fun, interactive 
booths and activities. 

Exhibitors include:
• National Parks Ser-

vice (Springfield, MA)
• CT Science Center 

(Hartford, CT)
• The Zoo in Forest 

Park & Education Center 
(Springfield, MA) – hosting 
a live animal program at 1 
p.m.

•  U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Services

• Fernald Entomology 
Club (UMASS)

• Minorities in Agricul-
ture (UMASS)

• Opacum Land Trust
For more information, 

contact Caroline Cay Ad-
ams, Director of Educa-
tion, The Norcross Wildlife 
Foundation, 413-245-1264, 
ext. 106, cadams@norcross-
wildlife.org, www.norcross-
wildlife.org, 30 Peck Road, 
Wales, MA 01081.

Learn about local wildlife at Open House

BRIMFIELD – 2025 
Marks the 6th year of the Pi-
oneer Valley Wine and Food 
festival. The event will be 
held Saturday, June 7 and 
Sunday, June 8 from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., rain or shine, at 
Brimfield Auction Acres at 
35 Main St., Brimfield.

This exciting event 
brings together New England 
Wineries, Cideries, Brewer-
ies, Distilleries, and Meade-
ries from across the Pioneer 
Valley and beyond.The fes-
tival will continue its early 
partnership with Massachu-
setts Department of Agricul-
ture (MDAR). 

Featuring local vint-
ners and craft brewers ready 

to spill their secrets, plus a 
sizzling chef panel starring 
culinary celebs like Brynn 
Gibson, the youngest Black 
Jacket finalist from Fox’s 
Hell’s Kitchen with Gordon 
Ramsay. We also have Jared 
Forman, the culinary master-
mind behind Deadhorse Hill, 
who brought the heat on Food 
Network’s Beat Bobby Flay. 

For more details and to 
purchase tickets, visit: http://
PIONEERVALLEYWINEF-
ESTIVAL.COM. 

Location: Brimfield 
Auction Acres is convenient-
ly located just 5 miles off the 
Mass Pike/I-84 Sturbridge 
exit, making it easily acces-
sible for a weekend getaway.

Wine and Food Festival 
to be held June 7-8

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

WE BUY  GOLD!

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Submitted photo


