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HOLLAND – From 
pancakes and parades to 
floating Halloween haunts 
and foam-filled festivals, the 
summer months are bustling 
with events around Hamil-
ton Reservoir and the Hol-
land Community Center; all 
made possible by passionate 
volunteers and local organi-
zations working to bring the 
town together.

At the heart of it all is 

the Friends of Hamilton Res-
ervoir, a volunteer-run group 
committed to both preserv-
ing the lake and fostering 
community through seasonal 
events. Maryanne Schwartz, 
who heads up the group’s 
events committee, said their 
most important annual fund-
raiser, the annual pancake 
breakfast, was held on Sat-
urday, June 8 from 8:30 to 
11 a.m. at the Holland Com-
munity Center. The breakfast 
was a true community effort. 
Traveler’s Restaurant provid-
ed the pancakes and sausage, 

Maple Lodge Farms donated 
the syrup, and Maine Attrac-
tions supplied the butter. Lo-
cal residents and businesses 
contributed items for raffle 
baskets, which proved to be 
one of the morning’s main 
attractions.

“This is our biggest 
fundraiser of the year,” 
Schwartz said. “We have a 
whole team that helps or-
ganize it, and we’re always 
grateful for the support from 
residents and businesses.” 
Proceeds from the breakfast 
go toward projects that sup-

port the health and accessi-
bility of Hamilton Reservoir. 
Among the priorities are 
ongoing invasive weed treat-
ments and a potential initia-
tive to improve boat launch 
access on the south side of 
the lake. While the north side 
features a public boat launch 
operated by an outside agen-
cy, the south side remains 
privately managed, and lake 
residents are exploring op-
tions for more equitable ac-
cess.

Hamilton Friends host pancake fundraiser
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PALMER – On a warm 
Sunday afternoon, June 8, 
Pathfinder Regional Vo-
cational Technical High 
School hosted its 50th grad-
uation ceremony under sun-
ny skies on the front lawn of 
the school. Friends, family 
members, staff, and other 
members of the commu-
nity gathered to honor the 
138 graduating seniors of 
the Class of 2025; each of 
whom leaves with not just 
a diploma, but a highly spe-
cialized skill set, powerful 
memories, and deep ties to a 
community that shaped their 
formative years.

Principal Ryan Rege, 
completing his first year in 
the role, opened his address 
by celebrating the blend of 
technical mastery and aca-
demic accomplishment the 
students have achieved.

“Graduates, today we 
celebrate more than your ac-
ademic achievements,” Rege 
said. “We celebrate your 
hands-on skills, your perse-
verance, and your readiness 
to contribute to a world that 
needs your talents more than 
ever.”

Superintendent Eric 
Duda echoed that pride, 
highlighting the real-world 
success of the graduates. 
Nearly 40 percent of stu-
dents are heading directly 
into the workforce, filling 

vital roles in trades and tech-
nical fields. Another 35 per-
cent are pursuing higher ed-
ucation, while 13 students, 
close to 10 percent of the 
class, have chosen to serve 
their country by enlisting in 
the military.

“This senior class is tru-

ly special,” Duda said. “By 
blending academics with 
technical training, you’ve 
gained a true competitive ad-
vantage that sets you apart.”

The superintendent also 
noted that the Class of 2025 
earned over $5.7 million in 
scholarships and awards, 

a record-breaking sum re-
flecting the community’s 
and higher education insti-
tutions’ belief in Pathfind-
er Tech’s graduates. Local 
businesses and organiza-
tions contributed more than 
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PALMER – From 
rare trading cards to cro-
cheted plushies and custom 
3D-printed accessories, the 
inaugural Western MA Card 
Show transformed AM-
VETS Post 74 into a haven 

for collectors and fans this 
past weekend. Behind the 
event was Ludlow resident 
Kody Cairns, the organizer 
and driving force behind the 
show, who brought togeth-
er more than 25 vendors to 
create a vibrant marketplace 
celebrating everything from 

Card show brings 
collectors, families, 
to community
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Graduate and Class Treasurer Jacob Stehlin giving academic director Mr. Whalley a fist bump.
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MONSON – In a spirit 
of unity, openness, and com-
munity connection, two lo-
cal ministers have launched 
a new weekly event called 
Coffee with the Clergy, held 
Thursdays from 12 to 1 p.m. 
at the Monson Town Gaze-
bo, directly across from the 
Better Bean coffee shop. The 
event debuted Thursday, June 
5, and will continue every 
week through Aug. 28.

Spearheaded by Rever-
end Dr. Holly Norwick of the 
First Church of Monson and 
Reverend Kristin White of 
the Monson-Glendale United 
Methodist Church, the series 
offers a relaxed setting where 
residents can engage in infor-

mal conversations with clergy 
from a variety of local Chris-
tian denominations. Amanda 
Roy, owner of Better Bean, is 
also a partner in the initiative.

“It’s really about build-
ing bridges,” said Rev. Nor-
wick. “Our churches may 
wear different jerseys, but 
we’re all on the same team.”

Each week will feature a 
different guest clergy mem-
ber from Monson and sur-
rounding towns. Attendees 
can expect a diverse lineup 
of speakers and faith leaders, 
each offering a unique per-
spective on faith, community 
involvement, and local ini-
tiatives. Norwick and White 
will act as consistent hosts 
throughout the summer.

The idea for Coffee with 

Pair of ministers launch weekly gathering
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MONSON – A festive 
buzz filled the air on Sun-
day, June 8, as the Monson 
Senior Center hosted its 
annual Craft Fair, drawing 
crowds from across the re-
gion to explore handmade 
treasures, enjoy local music, 
and sample savory fare from 
Sassy’s Catering of Thornd-
ike. Running from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m., the event showcased 
the creative talents of local 
artisans, many of whom are 
seniors themselves, turning 
hobbies into sources of joy 
and supplementary income. 
Now in its fifth year, the fair 
has become a beloved com-
munity tradition, thanks in 
large part to the organizing 
efforts of activity coordi-
nator Kelly Bergeron and 
longtime volunteer Rose 
Murphy.

Bergeron, now in her 
third year helping with the 
event, credited Murphy as 
one of the original driving 
forces behind the fair. It 
began when Murphy no-
ticed how many seniors at 
the center were skilled in 
various crafts and pitched 
the idea to Senior Center 
Director Lori Stacey. The 
center opened its doors for 
the first fair, and the concept 
quickly gained momentum. 
Each year since, the fair has 
grown in size and scope, 
attracting both returning 
favorites and new artisans 
excited to share their work 

with the community.
Rose Murphy, who has 

helped organize the fair 
since its beginning, is also 
one of its featured crafters. 
She’s known for her sea-
sonal crochet work: hats, 
scarves, mini blankets;  this 
year she also helped sell 
items made by her daugh-
ter, Michelle Phipps, who 
couldn’t attend. Elizabeth 
Peck, another vendor, hand-
crafts seasonal wreaths 
that she often makes while 
watching TV, a hobby that’s 
become a peaceful part of 
her retirement. She keeps a 

Local artisans shine 
at annual craft fair
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Reverend Kristin White of the Monson-Glendale United 
Methodist Church and Reverend Dr. Holly Norwick of the First 
Church of Monson.
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Rachel and Kody Cairns and their daughter Kaileena.
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Donna Prouty and her 
Jugheads. “Jugheads: give 
them a name and tell them 
your problems.”

Class of 2025
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MONSON – The past 
isn’t just beneath our feet, it’s 
beneath our waters. On Sat-
urday, June 7, visitors packed 
into the DeSantis Communi-
ty Room of the Monson Free 
Library for a program held in 
honor of World Ocean Day. 
But the focus wasn’t oceans 
in the abstract; it was on the 
remarkable, hidden world 
resting just beneath the rivers, 
lakes, and coastlines of Mas-
sachusetts.

Titled “An Uncommon 
Wealth: Underwater Archae-
ology in Massachusetts”, the 
event featured David Rob-
inson, Director and Chief 
Archaeologist of the Massa-
chusetts Board of Underwa-
ter Archaeological Resourc-
es (BUAR). With more than 
three decades of experience 
in the field and a deep passion 
for maritime history, Robin-
son guided attendees through 
the fascinating and often over-
looked world of submerged 
cultural resources.

“Every day we walk past 
reminders of Massachusetts’ 
maritime past,” he said. “But 
so much of our heritage is hid-
den underwater: shipwrecks, 
Indigenous artifacts, ancient 
landscapes; things most peo-
ple will never see unless they 
know where, and how, to 
look.”

Massachusetts’ underwa-
ter history is as rich and lay-
ered as the state itself. While 
iconic landmarks like light-
houses and harbor fronts re-
mind us of the maritime econ-
omy that built the region, they 
represent only a fraction of the 
story.

According to Robinson, 
over 3,500 shipwrecks have 
been documented in Massa-
chusetts waters, though the 
true number may be closer 
to 7,000. “Those are just the 
ones we’ve recorded,” he ex-
plained. “Many more were 
lost without fanfare, without 
paperwork, especially smaller 
vessels or Indigenous water-
craft.”

The variety of underwater 
sites stretches far beyond ship-
wrecks. Preserved in rivers, 
lakes, and coastal shallows are 
Indigenous mishoons (dugout 

canoes), submerged forests, 
centuries-old fish traps, and 
even World War II-era aircraft 
used in military training. Each 
find adds another dimension to 
our understanding of the past.

One of the most power-
ful discoveries in recent years 
was the series of ancient dug-
out canoes, known in the Nip-
muc language as mishoonash 
or mishoon, found in Lake 
Wickaboag and Lake Chaubu-
nagungamaug in Central Mas-
sachusetts.

The canoes, some dating 
back 400 years, were dis-
covered in remarkably good 
condition thanks to the lack 
of oxygen and the lightless 
conditions at the lakebed. 
Collaborative efforts between 
BUAR, tribal councils, and 
local divers led to full docu-
mentation and preservation of 
these rare cultural artifacts.

What began as an archae-
ological project soon trans-
formed into a cultural revival.

“The tribe built a new mi-
shoon,” Robinson said, show-
ing a photograph of the long 
wooden craft gliding across 
the lake. “It was the first time 
in hundreds of years that this 
had been done on these wa-
ters. That’s the kind of impact 
these discoveries can have.”

As Cheryl Stedtler, the 
Project Director of Project 
Mashoon, put it in her later 
remarks, “This project and 
the building of a new mishoon 
became a powerful cultural 
outreach event…uniting trib-
al members and communities 
across generations and geog-
raphy.”

While many discoveries 
bring cause for celebration, 
they are often driven by envi-
ronmental loss. Erosion, storm 
surges, and sea level rise are 
revealing, (and in some cases 
rapidly destroying), archae-
ological resources across the 
state.

One high-profile exam-
ple is the wreck of the Ada 
K. Damon, a schooner that 
ran aground on Crane Beach 
in Ipswich. For decades, the 
ship’s remains lay quietly be-
neath the sand. But in the fall 
of 2020, a hurricane and a se-
ries of powerful “king tides” 
ripped the wreck apart in a 
matter of hours.

“What had been a 
well-preserved wreck became 

splinters scattered across the 
beach,” Robinson recalled. “It 
was heartbreaking. But it also 
gave us access to parts of the 
ship that had never been seen 
before…carved construction 
marks, hand-hewn beams, 
technological details that were 
undocumented until that mo-
ment.”

This incident, and others 
like it, have prompted BUAR 
to act. In 2023, the board 
launched the first-ever state-
wide vulnerability assessment 
of Massachusetts’ submerged 
cultural resources. The effort, 
funded by the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration (NOAA), combines 
coastal erosion data with ar-
chaeological site records to 
identify at-risk areas.

The results are sobering: 
23 coastal communities have 
sites categorized as “high vul-
nerability,” with six marked as 
priority zones for immediate 
monitoring and potential in-
tervention.

One of the most striking 
types of site Robinson dis-
cussed isn’t a shipwreck or a 
canoe, it’s a submerged forest.

“During the last Ice Age, 
sea levels were nearly 400 feet 
lower,” he explained. “What’s 
now ocean floor was once dry 
land, and people lived there.”

In areas like Martha Vine-
yard’s Sound and off the coast 
of Black Island, researchers 
have found stumps, roots, and 
even intact tree trunks em-
bedded in marine sediment. 
Some are 12,000 years old. In 
one particularly vivid photo, a 

diver hovers above an ancient 
tree still in its original growth 
position.

“It’s like time travel,” 
Robinson said. “You’re look-
ing at a landscape your ances-
tors might have walked on.”

In other areas, ancient 
wooden fish traps, some of 
which dating back 500 years, 
have been found eroding out 
of marshes and riverbanks. 
One trap, discovered on Cas-
tle Neck, was preserved in wet 
sand until a recent storm de-
stroyed the landform that had 
protected it for centuries.

Despite BUAR’s wide 
mandate, the overseeing all 
submerged archaeological re-
sources across the entire state, 
the agency has no operating 
budget and only one full-time 
staff member: Robinson him-
self.

“I work for you,” he told 
the audience. “This is your 
heritage, and I take that role 
seriously. But I can’t do it 
alone.”

BUAR has developed 
tools to engage the public in 
stewardship efforts. A sim-
ple one-page site report form 
is available on their website. 
Additionally, the agency is 
launching a Shipwreck Tag-
ging and Monitoring Program 
(STAMP), an initiative first 
thought up in Florida, that 
will allow beachgoers to use 
QR codes to help monitor and 
document the movement of 
wrecks and debris.

In one documented case, 
a piece of shipwreck wood 
moved over a quarter mile in 

a single season.
“Underwater cultural re-

sources are dynamic,” Robin-
son emphasized. “They’re not 
frozen in time. They move, 
shift, and decay. The only way 
we can understand and protect 
them is by getting more eyes 
on the water.”

The presentation closed 
with a message of hope and 
responsibility.

From stone age tools to 
wooden schooners, Massa-
chusetts’ submerged heritage 
is a living record of human 
resilience and adaptation. But 

like all records, it’s fragile.
“These aren’t just arti-

facts. They’re connections to 
real people, real stories,” Rob-
inson said. “And every year, 
we’re at risk of losing more of 
them…not because we don’t 
care, but because we don’t 
know they’re there. Yet.”

For those interested in 
learning more, reporting a 
find, or getting involved in un-
derwater archaeology, visit the 
Massachusetts BUAR website 
at mass.gov/orgs/board-of-un-
derwater-archaeological-re-
sources.

Underwater archaeology discussed at library
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Opening slide of Robinson’s presentation on what an Underwater 
Archaeologist does.

David Robinson proclaims it is the best job in the world because 
he gets to do what he loves and share it with everyone.

A slide in Robinson’s presentation showing the towns along the 
Massachusetts coast that are at the most risk of erosion and 
coastal damage.
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BRIMFIELD – The 6th 
Annual Pioneer Valley Wine 
Festival took place last week-
end at Brimfield Auction 
Acres, featuring more than 60 
vendors specializing in wine, 
beer, cider, spirits, mead, lo-
cal food, art, and cannabis 
products. Despite cool tem-
peratures and steady rain, the 
event drew a consistent turn-
out over the weekend.

The festival, held at 35 
Main Street in Brimfield, 
included beverage samples 
from more than a dozen Mas-
sachusetts-based wineries, 
breweries, and distilleries, 
along with representatives 
from the cannabis and alter-
native wellness industries. A 
variety of food trucks, artisan 
vendors, and live art and mu-
sic rounded out the offerings.

Vendors from across 
Massachusetts and neigh-
boring states offered tastings 
and retail products. Hardwick 
Winery was among the fea-
tured wineries, with owner 
and winemaker John Samek 
attending alongside staff 
member Tina Young. Oth-
er wine producers included 
Brimfield Winery, Whipple-
tree Winery, Mineral Hills 
Winery, and Home Fruit 
Wine. Lori Perkins of Home 
Fruit Wine presented several 
fruit-based wines, including 
her personal favorite, Sonny’s 
Blueberry Sunrise.

Baystate Brewing Co. 
participated with a selection 
of beers, while Stafford Ci-
dery, which produces under 
the name Crazy Cock Cider, 
offered a range of craft ciders. 
Owners Dan Tomlin and Jodi 
Harmon, based in Stafford, 
Connecticut, have operat-
ed the cidery for over eight 
years.

Deep Roots Distillery of 
Sturbridge, Massachusetts, 
also participated, with two 
of its three co-owners, Tom 
Cane and Errica DeVarenne, 
present. Their distillery has 
been operating for approxi-
mately two and a half years. 
Spicy Water Distillery and 
Blisspoint Meadery were also 
among the regional spirit and 
mead vendors.

Crème de Liqueur, a des-
sert brand co-founded by Nis-
reen Galloway, presented li-
quor-infused frozen custards. 
The custards contain approxi-
mately 2% ABV and are man-
ufactured in both Wisconsin 
and Massachusetts. The com-
pany focuses on combining 
regional liquors with tradi-
tional custard recipes.

1634 Meadery, based in 
Ipswich, Massachusetts, par-
ticipated with a selection of 
honey wines. Co-owner Deb 
Clapp and her brother, Dave 
Pulikowski, were present to 
provide samples and answer 
questions. The meadery em-
phasizes small-batch, glu-
ten-free offerings that incor-
porate fruits and spices.

Several cannabis and 

hemp vendors were present, 
including 617 THC, Apple 
Guy Flowers, and Krystal 
Garden. Krystal Garden, es-
tablished in 2014 as a grower 
and creative event collective, 
focuses on curating immer-
sive experiences that include 
infused dinners, paint nights, 
and resin art workshops. 
Co-founder James Macglash-
ing represented the company.

MassCann, the Massa-
chusetts Cannabis Reform 
Coalition, staffed a booth 
to educate the public about 
cannabis legalization, usage, 
and policy reform. The orga-
nization, founded in 1989, is 
known for hosting the annual 
Boston Freedom Rally.

Apple Guy Flowers is 
affiliated with Faire Fami-
ly Farms, which also had a 
presence at the event with a 
produce stand. The business 
offers farm-fresh cannabis 
products alongside traditional 
fruits and vegetables.

Local farms and food 
delivery services were also 
represented. Petrie Family 
Farm and Farmer at the Door, 

both based in Brimfield, op-
erated a shared booth. Jessica 
Petrie-Cummings and Brian 
Cummings oversee both op-
erations. Petrie Family Farm 
grows specialty produce such 
as microgreens, edible flow-
ers, and heirloom vegetables. 
Farmer at the Door, which 
they acquired in 2021, is a 
regional delivery service that 
sources from over 30 area 
farms, offering items such 
as local meats, seafood, pro-
duce, and pantry goods.

Wild Calluna Home-
stead, operated by a deaf 
farmer named Jonathan, 
showcased microgreens and 
natural products. The busi-
ness is rooted in principles of 
natural living and sustainable 
growing.

Mini Mania Farm provid-
ed a petting zoo with goats, 
bunnies, a pony and a mini 
donkey. The farm specializes 
in educational and recreation-
al animal programming and is 
based in Brimfield.

Art and performance 
programming included a 
paint-and-sip session led by 

Gabriela Moreno, a recent 
Massachusetts College of 
Art and Design graduate. 
Moreno guided participants 
in creating still life paintings 
of wine bottles and grapes. 
Her artwork focuses on her 
Salvadore-American identity 
and the empowerment such 
an identity can bring.

Sound healer Emmy 
Love of Luna Soul Sound 
Healing offered sound bath 
sessions using gongs and 
crystal singing bowls. Lo-
cal artists Piya Samant and 
Tess Barbato conducted live 
painting demonstrations. Sa-
mant worked on a still life 
wine-themed painting, while 
Barbato focused on nature-in-
spired imagery.

Live music was featured 
both days. Saturday includ-
ed two DJ sets and a perfor-
mance by Bake Joynton & 
Friends, a local band. Sunday 
music was provided by DJ 
and singer Larry Simonetti.

Food vendors includ-
ed Flippin the Bird BBQ, 

Fired Up Artisan Pizzas, Thai 
Place, and Citrus & Soiree, 
offering a mix of savory dish-
es. Dessert vendors included 
Cookies by Ray, Westview 
Creamery, and Edible Artisan 
Treats. Edible Artisan Treats, 
owned by Heather Hood, sells 
handmade candy and confec-
tions.

A range of handcrafted 
goods were available from 
participating artisans. Kristen 
Kras of Glass Petal Gifts sold 
miniature glass sculptures, in-
cluding her best-selling mini 
glass hearts. Hillside Laser’s 
Katelyn Nulph offered en-
graved cutting boards and 
decorative wooden items. An-
nalynn Jewelry and Bailey’s 
Boutique provided handcraft-
ed accessories.

The event took place 
during unseasonably cool 
and rainy weather, which af-
fected the overall turnout but 
did not significantly reduce 
the duration of visitor stays 
or engagement with ven-
dors. Many vendors reported 

steady interest throughout the 
weekend.

The Pioneer Valley Wine 
Festival was founded to high-
light local beverage producers 
and artisan businesses across 
Massachusetts. It has grown 
in recent years to include a 
wider array of farm, art, and 
cannabis-related participants.

Wine Festival features vendors, lots of spirits
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LAND FOR SALE
Belchertown 7.5 acres with twn util. $149,900

Belchertown 4.2 acres with twn util. $99,900

Hampden 6.95 acres $80,000

Monson 63 acres, frtg 2 roads $280,000

New Salem 5.8 acres, perc $94,900

CALL FOR DETAILS AND LOCATIONS 

Land is in demand all shapes and sizes. 
Hire a Land Specialist like myself 
to list and sell your land parcel.

Over 20 parcels sold since 2023, 
let yours be next. Call me today. 

WARE – Beautiful log home set 
on 5+ acres near the Quabbin, 
oversized two car garage with 
workshop area.  Open living 
room area, granite counters, 
lower level family rooms, 
enclosed sunroom on the front, 
hot tub.  $627,000

PALMER – Commercial building 
on Main St, ready for immediate 
occupancy.   Main floor retail with 
approx 800sf. Full basement for 
storage. Ample parking in the area. 
$250,000

SPENCER – New Construction 
colonial nearing completion.  
Downtown location for those who 
want the conveniences nearby.  
Finish the walk out lower level for 
more living space.  Three bedroom 
and huge kitchen/dining area. 
$619,999

HOMES FOR SALE

 OPEN HOUSE - SAT., JUNE 14TH, 12-2 

Katelyn Nulph, owner of 
Hillside Laser, showing off her 
favorite cutting board they 
offer.

Co-Owner Lori Perkins of 
Home Fruit Wine holding up 
her favorite wine they offer, 
“Sonny’s Blueberry Sunrise.”

Co-Owner Deb Clapp and her brother, Dave Pulikowski, of 1634 
Meadery.

Farmer Jonathan from Wild Calluna Homestead showing off the 
variety of microgreens he sells.

Richard Kaish showing off 
his handmade bronze metal 
jewelry.

Co-Owner Nisreen Galloway of 
Creme De Liqueur, ice cream 
custard infused with alcohol 
based out of Rockland, MA.

Andrea Bradshaw and Bree 
Pomeranz of Apple Guy 
Flowers and the Faire Family 
Farm.

Dan Tomlin and Jodi Harmon, co-owners of the Stafford Cidery.

Emmy Love from Luna Soul Sound Healing performing a Sound 
Bath Healing session.

Turley Photos by Abigail McCoy

Ava and Leah of Monson’s Westview Creamery.
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Letters to the 
editor policy
Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, 
and guest columns between 
500-800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require that the 
person submitting the opinion 
also include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone 
number. We must confirm au-
thorship prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or with-
hold any submissions deemed 
to be libelous, unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal attacks, or 
defamation of character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com
The submission deadline for
consideration is Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up to 
250 words from local residents endorsing 
candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to journalregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes (it 
will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will 
be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be 
printed. If the volume of letters received is 
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a rep-
resentative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about con-
tested races for Congress, state Senate, 
state House, district attorney and Governor’s 
Council during the weeks leading up to the 
election, as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases 
will be printed, nor will reporters cover polit-
ical rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may 
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about 
paid advertising in The Journal Register.

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Dan Flynn
dflynn@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The
Journal Register

@ Journal Register

WEB
www.journalregister.turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

The Journal Register (USPS 418-940) 
is published every Thursday by Turley 

Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 
01069. Telephone (413) 283-8393,  

Fax  (413) 289-1977. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes

to The Journal Register,
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
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Viewpoints

I was “late” planting 
my bush beans 
this year, at 

least according 
to the calendar. 
But with the 
garden being 
under water 
for awhile and 
then mucky for 
days on end, this 
past week was the 
first time conditions 
were favorable.

We want to grow a lot 
of beans this year. The kids 
like them steamed, then stir-
fried with garlic. My hope it 
to have lots of them to freeze, 
and to do that it will require 
multiple plantings. 

Bush beans are a good 
example of a vegetable that 
works well as a succession 
crop. What that means is that 
they can be sown multiple 
times throughout the summer. 

Why? Because unlike 
most other vegetables, beans 
produce less than 8 weeks 
from sowing, are not finicky 
about heat, and as long as 
you have full sun and average 
garden soil they can be grown 
with relative ease.  

Consider making addi-
tional sowings of this ver-
satile vegetable now before 
you get busy with the harvest. 
That way you can enjoy a 
continuous supply all sum-
mer long.

You might still refer to 
snap or bush beans as “string 
beans” even though the tough 
strings that connected the 
two halves of the pod were 
bred out of the snap bean be-
ginning in 1884 with Calvin 
N. Keeney’s introduction of 
the Stringless Refugee Wax 
Bean. 

Today’s modern string-
less beans are a result of those 
early breeding efforts.

All types of beans re-
quire warm soil in which 
to germinate; 60 degrees at 
least. White seeded varieties 
are especially picky about 
soil temperatures.  

Black and tan seeds reg-
ulate moisture intake more 
effectively, and therefore are 
less likely to rot in cool, wet 
soils. If you want to gamble 
with an early sowing, sow 
these instead.  

Many seed companies 
even tell you the seed color 
in a description. Usually by 
May 20 the ground is warm 
enough to sow all types of 
beans. 

Succession plantings 
can be made every 10 days 
through July 30.  After that 
it is unlikely that plants will 
produce a viable crop before 
frost hits.  

Rather than sowing bean 
seeds in rows, I make good 
use of garden space by plant-
ing them in a four-foot wide 
block. Anything wider than 
four feet would make it dif-
ficult to reach in among the 
plants to harvest.   

If soil has been turned 
over or rototilled first it is 
easy to simply place the bean 
seeds on top of the soil four 
inches apart and push them 
into the ground with your 
index finger, up to the first 

knuckle. Pat the surface of the 
soil with your palm to firm, 
and water well. Germination 
will take place in a week to 
10 days.  

It is good practice not to 
work among the plants after 
a rainstorm or in the early 
morning when dew is pres-
ent. Touching wet foliage 
can encourage diseases and 
spread them from plant to 
plant.  

When the foliage is dry 
you will want to be on the 
look out for the Mexican 
Bean Beetle.  A bit larger 
than ladybugs, and all brown, 
these pests and their fuzzy 
yellow larvae can decimate 
a stand of bean plants. Vigi-
lance is the key.  

If squashing bugs isn’t 
for you, dropping them into 
soapy water will also do 
them in. Try planting mari-
golds nearby to deter them. 

I have also found through 
experience that subsequent 
sowings are best sited away 
from one another. It will take 
the beetles a longer time to 
find the new plants than if 
they are planted side by side.

Harvest beans when they 
are still relatively thin.  
Depending on the 

variety, pods 
can average 
five to seven 

inches long 
at maturity. 
When inner 

seeds start to 
swell and fatten up 
the bean they aren’t 

nearly as tasty.  
As mentioned, 

bumper crops are possible, 
and sometimes it may be dif-
ficult to keep up with the har-
vest. One variety known es-
pecially for its holding power 
is Jade. Beans from this vari-
ety retain a deep green color 
and sport thin pods.  

I have also enjoyed grow-
ing French beans “Haricot 
Verts” because they are very 
long and thin, never tough.

Fresh beans are easy 
to freeze. Blanch in boiling 
water for three minutes then 
plunge into ice water until 
cooled.  Air-dry thorough-
ly, pack in plastic bags, and 
place in the freezer.  Easy 
breezy.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Bush beans are a great succession crop 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
My coffee conversa-

tions among a group of 
friends have resulted in 
several questions about So-
cial Security. 

1. What happens to the 
Social Security account of 
someone who dies before 
retirement age. What hap-
pens to that money and 
where does it end up?  

2. How does the de-
creased birth rate of the 
USA affect future Social 
Security benefits?  

3. Is a person, who has 
never contributed to the 
Social Security System en-
titled to any benefits from 
the Social Security Admin-
istration?  

4. Is there a central lo-
cation online that a person 
can access that explains 
the history and current sta-
tus of the Social Security 
System, that explains all of 
it in simple terms. I would 
like to be able to give this 
location to people I talk 
with about Social Security. 

Most of the articles 
we read are like slog-
ging through mud. I enjoy 
AMAC articles and am 
college educated, but the 
average reading level in 
the U.S. is less than sixth 
grade. Thank you for con-
sidering these questions. 

Signed: Curious Reader 
  
Dear Curious: 

Thank you for your 
readership and I’ll be hap-
py to tackle your “over cof-
fee” questions about Social 
Security. 

1. Social Security is a 
“pay as you go” program, 
where all money collect-
ed from workers is used 
to pay benefits for all 
those, who are currently 
receiving Social Security. 
In other words, all money 
contributed is used to pay 
benefits to others already 
receiving benefits. It is not 
put into a separate account 
for each person and that is 
a good thing. Most people 
get more from Social Se-
curity than they ever con-
tributed, but benefits are 
paid for life, regardless of 
how long one lives. The 
specific answer to your 
question is that if someone 
dies before retirement age, 
the money contributed has 
already been used to pay 
benefits to others. Keep in 
mind though, that a sur-
viving spouse or minor or 
disabled adult child may 
also collect benefits on a 
deceased person’s Social 
Security record. 

2. The decreasing 
birth rate in the U.S. 
hurts Social Security. 
That’s because fewer ba-
bies mean fewer future 
workers contributing to the 
Social Security program. 
FYI, in 1950 there were 
about 15 workers contrib-
uting to SS for every one 
person collecting benefits, 
but today there are less 

than three workers for each 
SS beneficiary. That prob-
lem is exacerbated by the 
steadily increasing U.S. 
life expectancy. Beneficia-
ries are now often collect-
ing SS benefits for decades 
from a program designed 
to pay benefits for only a 
few years. 

3. Only those who 
have worked and contrib-
uted to Social Security 
through payroll taxes for 
about 10 years (40 quar-
ters of SS credit) are eli-
gible to collect SS Retire-
ment benefits. However, 
some dependent spouses 
and/or dependent minor 
or dependent disabled 
children who have never 
worked might also be eli-
gible for benefits from the 
worker’s Social Security 
record. Along with each 
U.S. state, the SSA also 
administers another pro-
gram, known as Supple-
ment Security Income, on 
behalf of the federal gov-
ernment. However, federal 
“SSI” benefits are not paid 
with Social Security funds. 
“SSI” is a separate govern-
ment benefit program, with 
federal benefits paid from 
the general U.S. Treasury. 

4. There are lots of 
places to get information 
about Social Security, but 
I suggest you start at our 
AMAC Foundation So-
cial Security information 
website, which can be 
found at www.socialse-
curityreport.org. Here 
you will find numerous 
articles about Social Secu-
rity, retirement, Medicare, 
etc., as well as all the Ask 
Rusty articles I have pub-
lished weekly over the last 
8 years. You can also find 
excellent Social Security 
information on our AMAC 
Foundation main website, 
www.amacfoundation.org. 
And, of course, you can al-
ways ask any questions you 
have via email to SSAdvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Or, if you prefer, you can 
just call us on 1-888-750-
2622 if you have questions 
about Social Security or 
about Medicare enrollment.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administra-
tion or any other govern-
mental entity. This article 
is intended for information 
purposes and does not rep-
resent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association 
Mature Citizens Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National 
Social Security Associa-
tion  To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

Social Security questions 
asked over coffee

A mother had opened the door to life...
It’s this way, the father said then;
And many glad steps to the world we’ll take -
Before much higher gets the sun.
And at the fork ahead, you may see it now -
The half-green road where you’re on your own.

Father’s Day
Just when figuring I was a young man free -

It all came about in family ...
And when raised they were a few feet up,

Something else had come about.
Like somehow belonging to a broader country,

Found within already the family?
Tho’ more and more are several parts known,

All are drawn from the original form.

When has it not been a father?
Except when distracted a care-free hour?

That seemed to stop the tenor of my ways. -
0 for a life of sensations, than sacrifice -

Who ever said I needed a wife?!
Yet, what to those for whom generations end?

And not pass along the song to them ...

But in the heart of things, never stopping -
Tho’ deep in the ground, onward going;
Coming from what others had given?

Pulling further than I’d ever been -
The future somehow, as it all would be;

The return of a free man young.

Charles Barnes
413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com

24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware
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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

THREE RIVERS – AM-
VETS Post 74 in Three Riv-
ers welcomed members of 
the Ware Business and Civic 
Association and beyond for 
its Summer Sizzler event.

With the warm weather 
settling in this year’s Summer 
Sizzler had a great turnout as 
the event featured some great 
food and some fun games. 
WBCA & Beyond President 
Dan Flynn welcomed all the 
guests and thanked all who 
attended as this event would 
help the organization end the 
year with a sizzler. 

“End the year with a 
bang, or a sizzler,” Flynn 
said. 

This was the 2nd Sum-
mer Sizzler the organization 
has held, and this year’s Siz-
zler was sponsored by J. Sto-
lar Insurance Agency. Chris-
topher Stolar, Vice President 
of J. Stolar Insurance Agen-

cy, dropped by at the event 
and dropped off some deli-
cious watermelon. 

The Summer Sizzler 
also featured delicious re-
freshments including ham-
burgers, hot dogs, chips, cold 
drinks, and cookies. For a 
special presentation, Stolar 
presented a $100 check to 
George Robichaud, the First 
Commander of the Sons of 
AMVETS Post 74. Robi-
chaud thanked Stolar for the 
check as guests began to eat 
and enjoy the Summer Siz-
zler.

The grill was on for 
hamburgers and hot dogs. 
Operating the grill were 
members of Pennington 
Painting, Inc. and the food 
came out delicious. There 
was plenty of bacon cooked 
and ready for the hamburgers 
as well. Soon all guests at the 
Sizzler would participate in 
the Golden Toss challenge. 
All participants got to partic-
ipate by tossing one cornhole 
bag and whoever gets the 

best result, wins a prize. 
All the participants got 

to practice before the chal-
lenge, including Ware Town 
Manager Stuart Beckley and 
Palmer Town Manager Brad 
Brothers. 

In addition to corn-
hole, guests also got to en-
joy throwing horseshoes. 
There was horseshoe pits set 
up right outside, behind the 
post. 

Flynn thanked everyone 
who could attend and said 
the Summer Sizzler is an 
event that is “well valued.” 

The WBCA & Beyond 
has been providing these ac-
tivities for three years now 
and continues to maintain 
a vibrant and productive 
economic atmosphere that 
strengthens the community 
and surrounding communi-
ties. 

Summer Sizzler features horseshoes and cornhole

PALMER – Starting 
Monday, June 9 through June 
25 all programs, breakfast, 
lunch and rides will be held 
at the Second Congregation-
al Church on Pleasant St. in 
Palmer, while we have our 
back ramp replaced. The cen-
ter will still be open for ques-
tions, rides, and Outreach. 
For questions please call 413-
275-6588. 

June 17 & 18
Fire Safety Presenta-

tion - Laurie will be here for 
breakfast and lunch to do a 

fire safety program.

June 19
Closed - Juneteenth 

June 26
Sarah the Fiddler - Sarah 

takes her audience on a mu-
sical journey from old-time 
sing-along to lively polkas 
and rousing reels.

June 27
Movie - “The Unloved” – 

a powerful and personal look 
at the strength and resilience 
of youth. Morton tells the sto-

ry of 11-year-old Lucy seeing 
refuge as a ward of the state 
from her abusive father.

June 30
Marathon Bingo: $ 10.00 

for four cards, Breakfast & 
Lunch provided.

UPCOMING
October 9, 2025

Cruise the Boston Har-
bor for $110 which includes 
transportation and tips, cruise 
w/ buffet lunch and three 
rounds of Bingo, onboard DJ. 
$55 due at sign up.

Calendar of Events
E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

The Journal Register encourages readers 
to contact event coordinators and organizers 
for updated event times. Have an event to pro-
mote? Email the information (in sentence form 
and as a Word doc or plain email text – no 
PDFs or flyers, please – to journalregister@
turley.com.

UPCOMING
WING MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
AUXILLIARY SHOP
40 Wright St., Palmer

JUNE VENDOR SALES
June 17 Wicked Good Treats
June 18 Hobbit Hollow Herbs
June 26 Thera Feet
June 30 Generations of Cookies

JULY VENDOR SALES
July 8 K and H Jewelry
July 14 Generations of Cookies
July 15 Wicked Good Treats
July 16 How Charming

AUGUST VENDOR SALES
August 5 K and H Jewelry
August 7 Sweets and Treats
August 12 Wicked Good Treats
August 18 Generations of Cookes
August 19 Hobbit Hollow Herbs
August 20 How Charming

June 12
JEEP SHOW to benefit Autism in my 

Pocket- Brimfield Winery, 35 Main St., 
Brimfield. Free to the public. Jeep entries 
please email Robin at autisminmypocket@
charter.net. 

June 14
Bottle and Can Drive will be held from 

9 a.m. to 11 a.m. on June 14 at Hryniewicz 
Park. Sponsored by the Three Rivers Fire-
fighters - Ladies Auxiliary

June 21
Concert Butcher & The Summer of Love 

at Brimfield Winery 35 Main St., Brimfield. 
Tickets available at Brimfieldwinery.com.

ONGOING
CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2-4 p.m. 

daily at the Holland Public Library, 23 Stur-
bridge Road to learn or practice different 
crafts. There are new crafts every Wednes-
day. For more information, call 413-245-
3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Lo-
cated at 35 Ely Rd., Monson, nature trails 
are open daily until dusk for hiking, snow-
shoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps 
can be found in the parking lot. The Phillips 
Sculpture Garden is open year-round (hand-

outs in box on one of the signposts). For 
more information call 413-267-4137, email 
khm@keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit 
keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS 
GUILD: Members meet at 1 p.m. on the first 
and third Thursdays of the month in the Am-
vets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The 
Guild is a no-pressure group with varying 
degrees of accomplishments, from novice to 
Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues are $55 
a year. For more information, contact Barba-
ra Beaulieu at 267-4044 or Merry Mombour-
quette at 283-7577. Follow them on Face-
book for more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/
or 6:30-8:30 p.m., every Thursday at the 
Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St, Monson. 
Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute 
beginners and beginners, and participants 
get to dance to all types of music. $10 per 
class. Please wear comfortable footwear, no 
sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second 
Tuesday of every month at Top Floor Learn-
ing (third floor of the Palmer Library at 1455 
N. Main St.). Free and open to the public. 
Play available board and card games or bring 

your own. Must be 16 or older unless accom-
panied by an adult. No Registration Required 
– just show up! Questions? Call 283-2329, or 
283-3691, or email palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN 
FOR WINTER SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Thursday-Monday. The center is located on 
Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range 
State Park. DCR Interpretive staff will be 
available for visitors. Coming in January, 
programs will also be offered to highlight the 
Range’s special nature in winter, see the park 
web site for details. 

QI GONG:  Qi Gong at Monson Free Li-
brary with Randy Emerson. Every Tuesday 
from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. 

UPCOMING
WALES CHURCH FARMER’S MAR-

KET - Located in the church pavilion across 
from the post office on the corner of Route 
19 and Monson Road. Every Saturday morn-
ing from 9 a.m - noon. It will begin on Me-
morial Day weekend and run throughout the 
summer until Labor Day. We offer home-
made baked goods, local honey, crafts, flea 
market items, antiques, and fruits and vege-
tables when in season. Vendors welcome and 
there is no charge to set up a table.

PLEASE REMEMBER
TO RECYCLE 

THIS NEWSPAPER

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

WE BUY  GOLD!

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Trivia Night
Monday, June 16

Farther’s Day Specials
Please Check Facebook

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, 

Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering Available

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Sip & Paint
Tuesday, June 17

Beach Bug
Starting at 6:30 p.m.

Visit Our Website For More Details

Function 
Space 

 Available

See Website 
for More 

Information

The WBCA & Beyond Summer Sizzler took place outside of the AMVETS Post 74 in Three Rivers. 	 Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

Christopher Stolar, right, presented a check to George 
Robichaud, the First Commander of Sons of AMVETS Post 74. 

Palmer Senior Center
Senior Center announces June activities
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DAZED CANNABIS MENTORSHIP PROGRAM
Dazed Cannabis is a local dispensary that is offering a mentorship program to a select number 

of residents from Monson, MA and surrounding areas. Applicants must be at least 21 years old. 
Preferred applicants either reside in the Town of Monson, or have a past drug conviction, but all 
applications are accepted. 

The program will provide training across one or more of the following topics: job readiness and 
skill development, resume development and interviewing, cannabis retail business training, and 
compliance with MA cannabis regulations. 

Dazed will assess the area/skill-set that would best assist each candidate. The program will last 
90 days, and would require the candidate to meet with their mentor at least twice per month. 

Qualified candidates who complete the mentoring program have the ability to apply for 
available job positions at either the Monson or Holyoke dispensaries.

Candidate slots are limited, so please inquire quickly by contacting: greg@dazed.fun

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
FRIDAY, JUNE 27TH at 10:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• MONSON •

95 Upper Palmer Road    MONSON, MA
To be sold on the Premises 

5 ROOM / 3 BEDROOM
SINGLE STORY 

RANCH STYLE HOME
ON

1/2 ACRE
“CLOSE PROXIMITY TO ALL AMENITIES”

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney David A. Lavenburg
Of the firm of Bacon Wilson, P.C.

33 State Street Springfield MA 
Attorney for Mortgagee

Terms of Sale: $10,000.00 Deposit Certified or Bank Funds.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.

Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.

 Features:
• Single Story Ranch Style Home • ±½ Acre of Land • 

• Total of (5) Rooms w/ (3) Bedrooms & (1) Bath •
• ±1,456 S/F of Living Area • Oil Baseboard Heat •

• Full Basement • Fireplace • Private Water • Private Septic • 
• Parcel ID: 069-013 • Zoned: RR •

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

It is the policy of the Ware Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of age, sex, race, color, religion, national origin, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, homelessness, military service, union activity or genetics in its educational programs, activities or employment policies as required by Title IX 

of the 1972 Education Amendments, Chapter 622 of the Massachusetts General Laws, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, M.G.L. c. 71A and c. 76, s. 5.

WARE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM

2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR

The Ware Public School District strives to work with parents and the wider community
to educate all students in an environment that supports high academic achievement,

instills respect and fosters civic responsibility.
We believe that the ultimate goal of education is to support students as successful lifelong learners.

School Choice openings for the
2025-2026 school year:

Kindergarten ..................2
Grade 2 ...........................3
Grade 3 ...........................5
Grade 4 ...........................5
Grade 7 ...........................5
Grade 8 .........................15
Grade 9  ........................25
Grade 10 .......................25
Grade 11 .......................25
Grade 12 .......................15

The School Choice application can be downloaded at
www.wareps.org or picked up at Central Office

239 West Street, Ware, MA 01082
Deadline to submit applications is

June 16, 2025

The selection of non-resident students for admission
will be in the form of a random drawing,

when the number of requests exceed
the number of available spaces.

The drawing, if needed,
will take place on June 17, 2025.

WARE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM 

2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR
School Choice openings for the 

2025-2026 school year: 
Kindergarten 2 .................
Grade 2 3 .........................
Grade 3 5 ..........................
Grade 4 5 .........................
Grade 7 5 ..........................
Grade 8 15 ........................
Grade 9 25 ........................
Grade 10 25 ......................
Grade 11 25 .......................
Grade 12 15.......................

The School Choice application can be downloaded at 
www.wareps.org or picked up at Central Office 

239 West Street, Ware, MA  01082 

Deadline to submit applications is 
June 16, 2025 

The selection of non-resident students for admission  
will be in the form of a random drawing,  

when the number of requests exceed  
the number of available spaces. 

The drawing, if needed,  
will take place on June 17, 2025.

The Ware Public School District strives to work with parents and the wider community 
to educate all students in an environment that supports high academic achievement, 

instills respect and fosters civic responsibility. 

We believe that the ultimate goal of education is to support students as successful lifelong learners.

It is the policy of the Ware Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of age, sex, race, color, religion, national origin, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation, 
gender identity,  homelessness, military service, union activity or genetics in its educational programs, activities or employment policies as required by Title IX of 

the 1972 Education Amendments, Chapter 622 of the Massachusetts General Laws, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, the Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, M.G.L. c. 71A and c. 76, s. 5.

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

$28,000 in scholarships 
alone.

As a patriotic symbol of 
support, a massive American 
flag hung overhead, hung 
by the Belchertown Fire 
Department’s ladder truck, 
framing the day with both 
honor and pride.

Valedictorian Evelyn 
Shilosky delivered a heart-
felt and personal address that 
traced her journey from a 
performing arts school to the 
Programming and Web tech-
nical program at Pathfinder. 
Though she transferred in 
as a sophomore and initially 
struggled to find her place, 
she found her footing, and 
her calling.

“I was able to spend 
six hours a day, five days 
a week, every other week, 
honing my skills and work-
ing on my dream project; a 
semi-historically accurate 
medieval survival game,” 
said Shilosky, who will at-
tend Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute in the fall.

Her speech emphasized 
the value of risk-taking and 
community support. She re-
counted how she nearly de-
leted the application email 
for the TWIST Program, a 
prestigious co-op experi-
ence, but ultimately pursued 
it with encouragement from 
her teachers. The decision 
opened doors she never 
imagined.

“We rise by lifting oth-
ers,” she told her classmates, 
urging them to ask for help 
when needed and to offer it 
when they can.

Class President Harmo-
nie Garcia focused on the 
transformation students un-
derwent during their time at 
Pathfinder. She reflected on 
how many entered the school 
with uncertainty, but are 
leaving equipped to shape 
the future.

“We didn’t just learn 
how to work in a trade or 
master a craft,” Garcia said. 
“We learned how to think 
critically… and how to 
collaborate with others to 
achieve a common goal.”

She praised the teach-
ers and families for their 
unwavering support and en-
couraged classmates to meet 

the future with curiosity and 
courage. “The scary news is: 
you’re on your own now. The 
cool news is: you’re on your 
own now.”

School Committee 
Chair Julie Quink took the 
podium to celebrate not just 
the class, but the institution’s 
golden anniversary; marking 
50 Pathfinder Tech gradua-
tions.

“To our graduates, you 
made it,” she said. “Not only 
through exams and essays, 
but through years filled with 
growth, learning, laughter, 
and some truly unexpected 
challenges.”

Quink emphasized the 
importance of community, 
reminding students that even 
the most celebrated achieve-
ments are supported by net-
works of mentors, teachers, 
family, and friends.

“Behind every success 
story is a network of sup-
port,” she said. “Community 
matters.”

She also challenged 
graduates to embrace the un-
certain paths ahead and not 
to fear failure, calling it “not 
the opposite of success, but a 
part of it.”

As the ceremony drew to 
a close, the crowd was treat-
ed to a special performance 
of “The Water Is Wide” by 
seniors Nevaeh Abraham, 
Cooper Ferguson, and Eve-
lyn Shilosky, under the di-
rection of music teacher Dan 
Friedman.

Finally, Superintendent 
Duda returned to officially 
confer diplomas, asking the 
graduates to move their tas-
sels from right to left, mark-
ing their transition into the 
next chapter of life.

“You may have the 
chance one day to give 
back,” Duda said in his clos-
ing remarks. “I hope you 
consider paying it forward…
and maybe coming back to 
Pathfinder Tech.”

The celebration con-
cluded with beach balls 
bouncing, joyful cheers, and 
the class song playing as 
graduates embraced family 
and posed for photos. For the 
Class of 2025, the moment 
was not just an ending, but a 
launching point.

As Rege reminded them, 
“Never stop building, learn-
ing, and dreaming.”

CLASS  ❙  from page 1

Graduate Ryleigh LaRocque 
poses with her diploma.

Graduate and Valedictorian 
Evelyn Shilosky smiles after 
receiving her diploma.

Graduate and Salutatorian 
Samantha Lowe poses with 
her diploma.

Graduate and Class President 
Harmonie Garcia smiles after 
receiving her diploma.

Graduate and Class Secretary 
Isabella Staiti posing with her 
diploma.

Graduate Abigail Mudgett posing with Superintendent Eric 
Duda and Chairperson Julie Quink.

The Class of 2025 moving their tassels from right to left to signify the completion of their 
education.

The New Pathfinder Graduates running towards their families to 
celebrate their graduation.

Congratulations
Class of 2025
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Advertise Your Business Here Contact Dan Flynn at (413) 297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com

COMMUNITY COMMUNITY 
BUSINESSBUSINESS
CONNECTIONCONNECTION

Locally owned 
businesses 

here to 
serve you!

Everything You Need to
Complete Your Project

✓ Interior/Exterior Paint ✓ Wallpaper
✓ Hardwood Flooring ✓ Carpeting
✓ Tile & Vinyl Flooring ✓ Window Treatments
✓ Interior/Exterior Stains ✓...and more

46 Years and Counting...

JohnsPaintStore.com • 413-283-9427

Pioneer Plaza: 1240 Park Street, Palmer
Monday - Friday, 8 am to 5 pm - Saturday, 8 am to 2 pm

2026 Norwegian Cruise Line
Bermuda and Nova Scotia – 
Call Today

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .....................................$110
July 2 ............Perkins Cove for a Day ................................$110
Oct. 4 ............Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum ...............$120
Oct. 18 ..........Turkey Train ..................................................$175
May 2026 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruis .......from $1699

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

The Most
Advanced Lens

Designs Available
Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of 
Designer Frames 

For All Ages

SUNGLASSES
Maui Jim • Ray Ban

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA
413-283-3511

362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-589-1806

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit 
& lenses for every lifestyle.

Superintendent Eric Duda 
giving the opening remarks 
for the ceremony.

Principal Ryan Rege giving his 
speech on the demographics 
of how this class is turning 
out.

Valedictorian Evelyn Shilosky 
giving her speech on how 
Pathfinder Tech has made her 
inot who she is today.

Class President Harmonie 
Garcia giving her speech 
to her classmates and the 
audience.

Graduates Nevaeh Apraham, Cooper Ferguson, and Evelyn 
Shilosky perform “The Water is Wide”.

The crowd on hand to celebrate the graduates	 Turley Photos by Abigail McCoy

Superintendent Eric Duda and Chairperson Julie Quink leading the Class of 2025 out of the school 
and onto the front lawn where the ceremony took place.

Graduates heading down the 
center aisle of the crowd, 
waving hi to loved ones.

The Graduates standing at attention waiting for the ceremony 
to start.

Graduate and Class Historian 
Jordan Weatherell smiles 
after receiving her diploma.

Graduates are coming up by row to receive their diplomas.
The Pathfinder Tech Comfort Pup, Scout, was in attendance to 
support the graduates.

Graduate and Class Vice 
President Mylee Croak posing 
with her diploma.
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MEALS FOR ALL KIDS AND TEENS

FREE MEALS DON’T 
END WHEN SCHOOL IS 
OUT FOR SUMMER.

Kids + Teens Can Enjoy Free, 
Nutritious Meals All Summer Long

Brought to you by Massachusetts’ Department of Education and sponsored by 
Monson Public Schools Food Service Department, Summer Eats 2025 provide free meals 

to all kids and teens 18 and under.  Kids and teens can drop in to 
Quarry Hill ECC 43 Margaret St.  Monson, MA and receive free, nutritionally-balanced 

BREAKFAST and LUNCH to fill them up for those very full summer days.

No identification or registration required.

SUMMER EATS 2025
July 7, 2025 - August 15, 2025

8:00-9:30 BREAKFAST
11:00-12:30 LUNCH

Plus, weekend bundled, grab and go meals offered every Friday.

Please see July & August Breakfast and Lunch menus @ monsonschools.com Food Service Tab

FIND A MEAL SITE NEAR YOU:

projectbread.org/summereats
1-800-645-8333

FreeFree

NO REGISTRATION 
OR I.D. REQUIRED.

Questions?  
Please contact 

Tracy Blanchard 
MPS Food Service 

Director 

(413) 267-4158

PHONE
413.283.8393

Fax: 413.283.7107
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Dan Flynn

dflynn@turley.com

Staff Writer
Abigail McCoy

amccoy@turley.com

Subscriptions
www.turley.com

$35 per year pre-paid
($40 out of state)

Newsstand: $1.00 per copy

WEB
www.journalregister.turley.com

        @ The Journal Register

The Journal Register is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. •  www.turley.com

DEADLINE
The Journal Register has 
changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions 
to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that 
week’s edition space 
permitting, email Editor at 
journalregster@turley.com 
or call the office at 
413-283-8393 by noon on 
Mondays. We appreciate the 
cooperation of our readers.

The Journal Register will 
gladly correct factual errors 
that appear in this paper. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on Page 2 or 3. 
To request a correction, send 
information to Editor at jour-
nalregister@turley.com, or 
call 283-8393, extension 236. 
Corrections may also be re-
quested in writing at:  Journal 
Register, Attn: Editor 24 Wa-
ter St., Palmer, MA, 01069.

Corrections

In addition to fundrais-
ing efforts, the FHRA group 
organizes a full slate of sea-
sonal activities designed to 
bring lake residents togeth-
er. Summer events include a 
Fourth of July boat parade, 
where festively decorated 
boats cruise along the shore-
line, as well as Christmas in 

July and lakeside cornhole 
tournaments. In September, 
the group hosts Dock-or-
Treat, a Halloween-themed 
event where children dress 
in costume and collect can-
dy by boat, visiting docks 
adorned with lights and 
spooky decorations. “People 
really get into decorating,” 
said one longtime resident, 
who, though not officially on 
the committee, is known for 

his involvement in lake ac-
tivities. “It’s one of the most 
fun parts of living here.”

Meanwhile, the Friends 
of the Holland Communi-
ty Center are preparing for 
another signature event: 
the annual Zucchini Festi-
val, which takes place on 
the third Sunday in August, 
starting at noon. The festival, 
having been around for more 
than a decade, serves as both 

a fundraiser and a commu-
nity celebration. Proceeds 
benefit programming at the 
community center, which has 
evolved from its origins as a 
senior center into a hub for 
residents of all ages.

The Zucchini Festival 
features indoor and outdoor 
vendors, a foam machine that 
produces towering clouds 
of bubbles, and a variety of 
family-friendly activities. 

There’s usually a classic car 
display, a bake sale, raffles, 
and hot dogs and other treats 
served by local Scouts, Stur-
bridge Boy Scout Troop 161. 
Organizers say the foam ma-
chine is always a crowd fa-
vorite, especially on hot Au-
gust afternoons. “Kids and 
adults just run through it all 
day,” Organizer Kathy Boyer 
said with a laugh. “It’s fun, 
it’s free, and it really brings 

the community together.”
Despite Holland’s rural, 

spread-out layout, residents 
continue to find ways to 
come together and celebrate 
the spirit of their small town. 
Whether gathering for break-
fast at the community center, 
parading across the water, or 
dancing through foam in the 
summer heat, the people of 
Holland are keeping tradition 
alive, one event at a time.

FRIENDS  ❙  from page 1

Turley Photos by Abigail McCoy

A wide shot of all the people who showed up to the Annual 
Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser

The wide variety of Raffle prizes local businesses and citizens 
donated.

The decals and price list for the variety of Friends of the 
Hamilton Reservoir merch that is used for fundraising.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Ferrara Consulting 
& Properties

Consulting all Matters 
of Real Estate

Art Ferrara

(413) 348-5827

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

MONSON – A couple 
of days after graduating from 
Monson High School, Na-
talie Hull, Ella Corthell, and 
Molly Szado were hoping to 
celebrate a win in their fi-
nal varsity softball game at 
the Quarry Hill Community 
School Field. 

It didn’t turn out to be a 
storybook ending.

The 17th-seeded Drury 
Blue Devils built a 4-0 lead 
in the Division 5 round of 32 
game after putting together a 
two-out rally in the third in-
ning. The visitors from the 
Berkshires would score an-
other run two innings later 
and advanced into the round 
of 16 with a 5-0 shutout vic-
tory over the 16th-seeded 
Lady Mustangs, last Monday 
afternoon (June 2).

“This is a disappointing 
loss for us, especially for 
our three seniors,” said Matt 
Hull, who completed his first 
season as the Lady Mustangs 
varsity softball coach. “We 
had a few bad bounces in 
the infield which led to them 
scoring four runs. We also 
had some scoring chances, 
and I was very surprised that 
we couldn’t get them in. We 
only had three base hits in the 
game.”

It was the first meeting on 
the softball diamond between 
the two squads since the Lady 
Mustangs posted a 16-1 vic-

tory on May 23, 2016. They 
also faced each other in the 
2008 Western Mass. Division 
2 semifinals at Elms College. 
Drury won that game 4-0. 

The Blue Devils (11-
10) were scheduled to face 
the top-seeded Turners Falls 
Thunder in this year’s round 
of 16 contest.

The Lady Mustangs fin-
ished their season with a 9-12 
overall record. One of their 
losses this spring came on the 
road against Turners Falls, 
6-3, in the semifinals of the 
Western Mass. Class D tour-
nament.

“I would’ve loved to 
have another opportunity to 
play Turner Falls,” coach Hull 
said. “When we played them 
in the Western Mass. tourna-
ment, the score was tied 3-3 
in the bottom of the sixth in-
ning. They then scored three 
runs with a flair hit and an 
error that we made. It was a 
very good ballgame.”  

Monson was shutout for 
the first time since they lost 
at top-seeded Greenfield, 12-
0, in the round of 16 game a 
year ago.

The three Lady Mustangs 
seniors have been playing 
softball games on the Quarry 
Hill Community School dia-
mond since they were in the 
third grade. While each of 
them have accumulated more 
than 100 base hits during 
their outstanding varsity ca-
reers, they’re not planning to 
play softball at the collegiate 
level.

“The three seniors grad-
uated on Friday night and it 
would’ve been very nice for 
them to win their final home 
game today,” coach Hull said. 
“We’re a small school and 
those three kids have meant a 
lot to our softball team during 
the past several years. They’ll 
be very difficult to replace 
next year.”

Corthell, who was Mon-
son’s starting centerfielder, 
had a single and a stolen base 
in her final high school game. 

Natalie Hull started at 
shortstop against Drury be-
fore moving over to second 
base in the top of the fifth in-
ning.

Szado was the starting 
pitcher, and she retired the 
first eight batters that she 
faced. The right-hander al-
lowed four runs on five hits 
with four strikeouts and 
didn’t issue any walks in four 
innings. She was replaced in 
the circle by sophomore lefty 
Chelsea Hull at the start of 
the fifth inning.

“We decided to switch 
pitchers because their lead-
off hitter was coming up 
to bat for the third time in 

the game,” coach Hull said. 
“They were also hitting the 
ball very well.”

Chelsea Hull allowed a 
run on four hits during the fi-
nal three frames. 

After Szado retired the 
first three batters in the top of 
the first inning without very 
much trouble, the home team 
wasted an opportunity to take 
an early lead in the bottom 
half of the opening frame.

With two outs, Szado 
drew a walk on a full count 
pitch against Drury senior 
righty Olivia Perry. Then 
Corthell hit a ground ball 
single into center field. Both 
runners advanced into scor-
ing position following a field-
ing error. The next batter hit a 
fly ball which was caught by 
senior centerfielder Ava Car-
riddi, ending the threat.

Drury’s third inning ral-
ly began with a bunt hit from 
Carriddi. After she stole sec-
ond base, senior second base-
man Maddie Saunders hit a 
ground ball off the pitcher’s 
leg for an infield hit, which 
put runners at the corners. 

Mustangs defeated by Drury in state tournament

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW – Even though 
the weather was miserable, it 
was still an enjoyable evening 
for the New England Mutiny 
players and their faithful sup-
porters.

The Mutiny, who scored 
a pair of second half goals, 
defeated the Ole’ Eagles, 2-0, 
in front of a large crowd on a 
rainy night at Lusitano Stadi-
um last Saturday

“It’s always nice to win 
at home,” said Mutiny head 
coach Federico Molinari. “I 
thought we played very well 
tonight, especially during the 
second half.” 

The Mutiny (2-0) began 
the regular season by posting 
a 4-1 home win over Maine 
Footy two weeks earlier. That 
match was stopped by the 
referee in the middle of the 
second half due to a thunder-
storm.

The Ole’ Eagles (0-1), 

Mutiny return home to 
record win over Eagles

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FISKDALE – If the 
members of the Montachu-
sett Regional Vocational 
Technical School softball 
team had any thoughts about 
handing Tantasqua Regional 
its first loss of the season, 
they didn’t last very long.

The fourth-seeded Lady 
Warriors held a 7-0 lead af-
ter the first two innings and 
they coasted to a 12-0 home 
victory over the 20th-seeded 
Bulldogs, last Wednesday 
afternoon.

The Division 3 round 
of 16 game came to an end 
with two outs in the bottom 
of the fifth inning due to the 
12-run mercy rule.

“It’s always very im-
portant to take an early lead 
in every game that you play,” 
said Tantasqua head coach 
Frank Moccio. “We set the 
tone of the game in the first 
inning.”

The home victory im-
proved Tantasqua’s overall 
season record to a perfect 
22-0. The last time that the 
Lady Warriors suffered a 
loss was at Medfield, 6-3, 
in a Division 3 prelimi-

nary round game on May 
31,2024.

The Lady Warriors be-
gan this year’s state tourna-
ment with a 5-2 home win 
versus 36th-seeded Font-
bonne Academy in the round 
of 32.

There wasn’t very much 
drama in the round of 16 
contest. 

After freshman 
righthander Keira McCord 
struck out the side in order 
in the top of the first inning, 
the Lady Warriors put four 
runs on the scoreboard in the 
bottom half of the frame.

The rally began with a 
leadoff walk to sophomore 
shortstop Jewels Norman-
din. She stole second base 
before junior second base-
man Jules Peterson also 
drew a walk. Both runners 
moved into scoring position 
following a wild pitch. Then 
McCord helped herself by 
hitting a sacrifice fly to right 
field. Senior first baseman 
Maddy Luce followed by 
hitting a hard ground ball 
into left field which scored 
another run. Following a 
walk to senior right fielder 
Alexi Hague, freshman third 
baseman Olivia Fiske lined 

a two-run single into center 
field. 

The Bulldogs threat-
ened against McCord in the 
second.

Sophomore Maggie 
Pernaa drew a leadoff walk 
and freshman starting pitch-
er Mabel Miling beat out a 
taper in front of the plate for 
an infield hit. The next two 
batters struck out before an-
other walk to freshman des-
ignated player Hailey Cum-
mings loaded the bases. 

McCord got out of the 
jam without giving up a run 
with another strikeout.

Then McCord retired 
nine of the final ten Monty 
Tech batters that she faced. 
She finished the game with 
a one-hitter with three walks 
and ten strikeouts.

With one-out in the bot-
tom of the second, McCord 
drove home two more runs 
by hitting a towering shot 
off the center field fence for 
a triple. She scored on a wild 
pitch giving the Lady War-
riors a 7-0 lead.

McCord also led off the 
fourth inning with a double 
to right field before scoring 

Warriors take down Montachusett

Natalie Hull fields a grounder to short.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Grace Berry fires a throw across the diamond.

Chelsea Hull covers first on a bunt play.Maya Summers frames up a pitch.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Maddy Theriault, of Palmer, makes her Mutiny season debut in 
their most recent home game. WARRIORS   ❙   page 10

SOFTBALL

MUTINY  ❙   page 10

MUSTANGS   ❙   page 10
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Athlete of the Week

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

413-967-3327
www.moultoninsurance.com

Natalie Hull
Monson High School

The regular shortstop for Monson softball 
played in her final game for the Mustangs in 
the state playoffs last week against Drury.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. 
Scibelli at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to 
gscibelli@turley.com.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Summer Edition
EAST BROOKFIELD 

– The Summer League on 
Wednesday nights contin-
ue at Bogey Lanes in East 
Brookfield. 

After five weeks of 
league candlepin bowling, 
leading in the standings is 
Sophia’s Raiders with a re-
cord of 32-8. Gutter Dolls are 
in second place with a record 
of 26-14 and Gutter Snipers 
are in third place with a re-
cord of 24-16. 

In week five, Kristen’s 
Squad bowled against their 
average and won two out of 
three games and received 
six points. Members of the 
team experienced some high 
scores during week five. 
During game two, Bob But-
ton put up a score of 140, 
which included a double 
strike. Lori Merriam bowled 
her personal best single game 
with a 127. 

The Rolling Stones 
bowled against the Straight 
Shooters in week five. In 
game one, Straight Shooters 
bowled a team score of 463 
to win. In game two, Straight 
Shooters won again by a 
score of 484-425. Craig Dube 
of Straight Shooters bowled a 
114 to help get the win. 

In game three, Straight 
Shooters won again, 476-
436, for a three-game sweep 
over the Rolling Stones. 
Dube finished with a 102 in 
game three. The final score 
was 1423-1300 in favor of 
Straight Shooters. 

Sophia’s Raiders bowled 
against Clock Barn. In game 
one, Sophia’s Raiders won 
by a score of 462-459. Phil 
Clough of Sophia’s Raiders 
started the match with a 118. 

In game two, Sophia’s 
Raiders won again by a score 
of 507-476. Clough bowled 
phenomenally by putting up 
a 160 game: only leaving two 
pins standing. 

In game three, Sophia 
Raiders won the last game by 
a score of 449-441. Clough 

bowled a 117 and had a se-
ries of 395. The final score 
was 1418-1376 in favor of 
Sophia’s Raiders, who are 
the #1 seed. 

The Gutter Dolls bowled 
against the Gutter Snipes. In 
game one, Gutter Snipes won 
by a score of 447-413. Marc 
Vinciulla of Gutter Snipes 
bowled a 109. 

In game two, Gutter 
Dolls won by a score of 444-
440. In game three, Gutter 
Dolls won the last game by 
a score of 464-446. Emily 
Darcy bowled a 102 in game 
three. The final score was 
1333-1321 in favor of Gutter 
Snipes. 

Gutter Fingers bowled 
against Team Nine. In game 
one, Team Nine won by 
a score of 454-414. Pete 
Swistak bowled a 105 in 
game one. 

In game two, Tean Nine 
won again by a score of 433-
420. In game three, Gutter 
Fingers won the last game 
by a score of 416-401. Team 
Nine won total pinfall by a 
final score of 1288-1250. 

Candlepin League News

who are from Trumbull Con-
necticut, is a first year mem-
ber of United Women’s Soc-
cer, which is celebrating its 
tenth season.

A couple of the Mutiny 
players saw their first action 
in the second home match of 
the regular season.

Chloe Laizer, who’s 
graduating this week from 
West Springfield High 
School, was the starting goal-
ie.

During the second min-
ute of the first half, Alexa 
Pino fired a shot from the left 
side of the box, but Laizer 
made the diving save keep the 
visiting team off the score-
board.

“This was my first start 
with the Mutiny, and I was 
a little bit nervous before the 
game. I had a lot more confi-
dence after making the early 
save,” said Laizer, who’ll be a 
freshman on the St. Michael’s 
College women’ soccer team 
in the fall. “Playing a game 
in the rain and wind is very 
challenging, especially as a 
goalie.” 

Pino, who’ll be a fresh-
man at the University of 
South Carolina in the fall, is 
the two-time Connecticut Ga-
torade Player of the Year.

The Mutiny back-up 
goalie was Maddie Riley, 
who’s a member of the girls’ 
varsity soccer team at Ludlow 
High School.

Both teams had several 
corner kicks during the first 
half, but the match was still 
scoreless at halftime.

The Mutiny finally broke 
the ice with a corner kick goal 
in the 56th minute.

Avery Galante sent the 
ball into the box from the left 
corner where Maya Mathis, 
who’s a defender, sent a shot 
into the back of the net past 
goalie Emily Robinson for 
her first goal as a Mutiny 
player.

“Avery and I are best 
friends. We used to play on 

a club soccer team together,” 
Mathis said. “My younger 
sister, Sadie, was also on the 
field when I scored my goal, 
so it was very exciting shar-
ing that moment with them.”      

Maya Mathis, who grad-
uated from Acton Boxboro 
Regional High School, was a 
member of the UConn wom-
en’s soccer team during the 
past two seasons before enter-
ing the transfer portal. She’ll 
be joining the University of 
Kansas women’s soccer team 
this fall.   

“I just wanted to make 
a change and go to a part of 
the country where I’ve never 
been before,” Maya Mathis 
said. “I’m really exited about 
playing soccer at Kansas.”

Sadie Mathis will be 
playing soccer at Boston Col-
lege.

About twenty minutes 
later, the Mutiny were given a 
penalty kick following a foul 
inside the box.

Taylor Jenkins, who also 
plays at UConn, put the PK 
into the right corner making 
the score 2-0.

A couple of local play-
ers who played in the home 
match are Maddy Theriault 
(Palmer), Tennessee Mur-
phy (Monson) Kylie Ray 
(Minnechaug), Bella Mead-

ows (Pope Francis/ Chicop-
ee) Olivia Crespo (Ludlow), 
and Avery Klingensmith 
(Belchertown).

The New England Mu-
tiny will be one of the four 
teams competing in the inau-
gural Brandi Chastain Cup. 
The Mutiny will be facing 
Richmond Ivy of the USL 
W-league at City Stadium in 
Richmond, VA. On Thursday 
night.

“It’s really special for 
us to be regarded as one of 
the top teams in our league,” 
said Klingensmith, who’s is 
a member of the American 
University women’s soccer 
“We’re very exciting about 
playing in that game. The 
team that we’ll be playing has 
some quality players, so it’ll 
be a challenging match for 
us.” 

If the Mutiny defeats 
Richmond Ivy, they’ll be 
hosting the finals of the Bran-
di Chastain Cup on June 18 at 
Lusitano Stadium. The Cali-
fornia Storm beat Pan World 
Elite, 4-1, in the other semi-
final, which was held in May. 

The Mutiny will also 
play two regular season road 
matches against NJ Alliance 
and the Ole’ Eagles before re-
turning home to face Racing 
Power FC on June 14.

MUTINY  ❙  from page 9

on a throwing error by the 
shortstop. A couple of bat-
ters later, Hague grounded a 
single up the middle bringing 
home another run. Fiske also 
had a run, scoring double in 
that inning.

The Lady Warriors, who 
banged out a total of 12 base 
hits, final two runs of the 
game were scored with two-
outs in the fifth. Senior catch-
er Emma Quinn knocked 
home the first run with a dou-
ble. Then Hague ended the 
ball game a couple of innings 
early with a ground ball RBI 

single into left field.     
“We haven’t been able to 

get this far in the state tourna-
ment during my high school 
career,” Hague said. “It feels 
very good, and we just want 
to keep winning games.”

Hague is a senior tri-cap-
tain, along with Luce and 
Quinn.

WARRIORS  ❙  from page 9

The Blue Devils took the lead 
when another ground ball 
hit by senior catcher Ariana 
Rivard was bobbled by the 
shortstop for an error. Soph-
omore first baseman Sloan 
Brothers drove home two 
more runs with double to 
center. She scored on Perry’s 
infield single.

The trio of Saunders, 
Brothers, and Perry each had 

two hits for the Blue Devils.
Chelsea Hull, who had 

two of her team’s three base 
hits, lined a single into right 
field with two outs in the bot-
tom of the third. After she 
stole second base, the inning 
came to an end with an infield 
pop-up.

The Lady Mustangs best 
scoring chance came in the 
following inning. 

A line-drive hit by 
Corthell was dropped by the 
shortstop for an error. Fresh-

man catcher Maya Summers 
Walker followed with a walk. 
Corthell then stole third base, 
but Perry retired the next 
three batters.

Brothers delivered an 
RBI single with one-out in 
the fifth, which made the 
Lady Mustangs task a little 
bit more difficult.

After giving up a ground 
ball single to Cheslea Hull in 
the fifth, Perry retired the fi-
nal eight Monson batters that 
she faced. 

MUSTANGS  ❙  from page 9

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Chloe Laizer gets ready to send the ball away.
Laci Lewis looks to deke out 
an opponent.

Taylor Jenkins tries to out run an opponent.

Avery Klingensmith sends the ball deep.
Olivia Crespo makes her way 
up the field.

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there
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few for herself, gifts others to 
family and friends, and sells 
the rest at fairs like this one. 
Bergeron noted that many se-
niors take up crafting not only 
for enjoyment but as a cre-
ative way to generate a little 
extra “fun money.”

Among the diverse group 
of vendors was Donna Prouty, 
whose creations include pet 
baskets and “Guardian An-
gels” under the label Jug-
heads. She encourages buyers 
to “give them a name and tell 
them your problems,” add-
ing a humorous and personal 
touch to her table. Charlene 
Hopkins, a seasoned craft fair 
participant, represented her 
business The Jeweled Fairy. 
She’s been making jewelry 
for 15 years, working pri-
marily with glass and natural 
stone, and offers custom piec-
es for weddings and proms. 
Claudia Armstrong brought 
a wide variety of kitchen and 
home goods, including bowl 
cozies, potholders, placemats, 
towels, and handmade pouch-
es.

Woodworking was an-
other strong presence at 
the fair. Dave Cavannah of 
Dave’s Wood Carving offered 
a striking eagle sculpture 
for raffle, with all proceeds 
going to support the Senior 
Center. He also displayed a 
solemn “Fallen Soldier” carv-
ing, depicting a rifle, helmet, 
and boots, that drew admira-
tion from passersby. Jeff and 
Darlene Bellinger, of New 
England Bears, showed off a 
collection of carved bear fig-
urines and other woodland 
creatures. Jeff has been wood 

carving for 27 years, though 
it remains a hobby alongside 
his full-time job. David and 
Alana Coorriveau, of Uncle 
Dave’s Woodcrafts, brought 
an array of handcrafted bird-
houses and yard decorations. 
David, a lifelong woodwork-
er, began selling his creations 
about five years ago after 
spending four decades honing 
his craft for personal enjoy-
ment.

Inside the Senior Cen-
ter, Bill and Carol Chapman 
displayed their repurposed 
jewelry and decor under the 
business name Stuff Made 
from Stuff. Bill, a former 
bank technician, salvaged dis-
carded clock parts and gears 
to build creative and one-of-
a-kind pieces. Carol, his wife, 
handles the business side and 
proudly refers to herself as 
the boss of the operation. One 
table featured a collaboration 
between four sisters, each 
with her own niche. Karen 
Coyne sews aprons, towels, 
and other kitchen accesso-
ries. Greta Lord, a retired 
florist, prepared fragrant pot-
pourri, flower bath salts, and 
small floral arrangements. 
Tina Saint Martin acted as 
the group’s helper and orga-
nizer, assisting with sewing 
and business tasks. Annette 
Pinsonnault, the final sister at 
the table, showcased her cro-
cheted plush animals, doilies, 
and bookmarks, including a 
whimsical frog on a lily pad 
with a tiny crown, a favorite 
among visitors. With over 50 
years of crocheting experi-
ence, her handiwork was both 
intricate and charming.

Also on display was the 
watercolor art of Mary Dow, 

who founded Mary’s Art Stu-
dio in 2016. Her prints depict 
landscapes, flowers, and an-
imals in a soft, natural style 
that appeals to a wide audi-
ence. Dow said her art is in-
spired by her love of nature 
and her passion for painting.

Live music provided by 

singer and guitarist Frank 
Lind of Hampden, Connecti-
cut, added to the day’s festive 
energy. Lind, a frequent vol-
unteer performer at Senior 
Center events, donated his 
time to support the commu-
nity once again. Meanwhile, 
Sassy’s Catering served up 

a satisfying menu that kept 
guests energized as they 
shopped, browsed, and min-
gled with vendors.

Organizers say they’re 
thrilled with the turnout and 
are already thinking about 
how to expand for next year. 
For many, the fair is more 

than just an opportunity to 
sell; it’s a chance to gather, 
reconnect, and celebrate the 
creativity of Monson’s seniors 
and artisans. As Bergeron put 
it, “It’s not just about selling 
crafts. It’s about celebrating 
community, creativity, and 
connection.”

CRAFT  ❙  from page 1

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORKLOINS CUT FREE  .................................

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS .............................

USDA INSP. 

$222

lb

USDA INSP. 
NOT YOUR AVERAGE PORK CHOP
CHULETA KAN KAN .............. $399

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .........
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN LEG 1/4 40 LB. BOX ...
USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARMS

POLSKA KIELBASA 
TURKEY 13 OZ or REGULAR 14 OZ 

$399
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
71/90 CT 1 LB. BAG ............................

ea

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF STRIPLOIN

$464

$188
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN SARA LEE

COOKIES & CREAM WHIPPED 
CHEESECAKE 24 OZ ....................... ea

$599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$899
lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

$999
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FRESH GREAT BLUE

CRAB MEAT
COOKED CLAW 1 LB CAN ...............

USDA INSP. 
FRESH STOREMADE

KABOBS

ea

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED
PORK BUTT STRIPS .............$335

USDA INSP. 
KAYEM NATURAL CASING
JUMBO HOT DOGS 2 LB BOX 

$777

ea

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE 
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED
BONELESS CHICKEN
THIGHS ....................................

$369

SALE DATES: 6/12/25-6/18/25

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN STORE MADE

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

4 OZ
$1569

ea

3 OZ
20 CT BOX

$1999
ea

GREAT ON THE GRILL Beef 
$799 

Chicken
$599

lb lb

$199

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BABY BACK
PORK RIBS .........................

$2760
box

$499
lb

$366
lb

lb

HappyHappy

Karen Coyne with one of her more popular items, kid sized 
kitchen aprons.

Greta Lord, a florist and maker 
of floral-themed home goods.

Rose Murphy, one of the 
organizers of the Senior 
Center Craft Fair.

Some of the Guardian Angels Donna Prouty makes. Some of the Pet-themed Baskets Donna Prouty makes.

Sharlene Hopkins of The 
Jeweled Fairy.

Lynne Godbout of The Country Moose Quilting & 
More, you can find her Facebook under the same 
business name.

Claudia Armstrong showing 
off one of her handmade table 
mats.

Singer and Guitar player, 
Frank Lind, of Hampden, CT.

Dave Cavannah of Dave’s Wood Carvings posing with the Bald 
Eagle that he is raffling off for the Senior Center.Darlene and Jeff Bellinger of New England Bears.

David Corriveau of Uncle Dave’s 
Crafts and his wife Alana Corriveau.

Turley Photos by Abigail McCoy

Carol (left) and Bill (right) Chapman, owners of Stuff Made From 
Stuff.

Tina Saint Martin is at the craft 
fair to help her three sisters 
with their tables of goods.

Annette Pinsonault, creator of all the 
crocheted goods at her table.

Mary Dow and her current 
favorite print she has made.
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ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

HELP WANTED
HOUSEKEEPING / CUSTODIAL POSITIONS

Eagle Hill School, a college-prep board school located in Hardwick, MA, seeks 
to hire highly motivated, hardworking, and energetic individuals to join our 
housekeeping team.

Essential Duties & Responsibilities: 
- Window cleaning; Vacuuming; Dusting; Trash Removal; Restroom 

Cleaning; Floor cleaning with commercial machines

Required Qualifications & Skills
- Ability to work in a team environment; Proven ability to work 

independently with minimal supervision; Must be flexible regarding 
scheduling based on business demands; Successful completions of 
background check; Willingness to work flexible schedule including 
nights, weekends, and/or Holidays as needed

Physical requirements:
- Able to lift up to 50 lbs.; Able to push/pull up to 50 lbs.; Able to bend, 

stretch, and twist; Able to stand for long periods of time; Able to climb 
multiple flights of stairs on daily basis and walk frequently; Able to work 
with chemicals according to directions

Eagle Hill School is located in Hardwick, MA and 
is a private boarding school for high school students in grades 8 through 12. 

If interested, call Devon Jurczyk, 413-207-7021. Phone calls only.

HELP WANTED
KITCHEN / DISHWASHING POSITIONS

Eagle Hill School, a college-prep board school located in Hardwick, MA, seeks 
to hire highly motivated, hardworking, and energetic individuals to join our 
kitchen staff.

Eagle Hill School is seeking full and part time kitchen staff for dishwasher 
positions as well as food preparation and serving.

 - Ability to work in a team environment
 - Ability to work independently with minimal supervision
 - Must be flexible regarding scheduling, including nights, 
  weekends, and/or holidays as needed
 - Successful completion of background checks is required
 - Physical Requirements and Work Environment
 - Must be able to lift approximately 30-50 pounds
 - Bend, kneel, push, pull, and other physical exertion
 - Ability to stand and walk for extended periods of time
 - Work in a hot and damp environment with moderate 
  to high noise volumes

Schedule
Year round, full time schedule
Ability to work evenings, weekends, and holidays as needed, including 
occasional events
Extended hours required on an as needed basis

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Emmanuel College awards 
degrees to local students

BOSTON – Emmanuel College awarded more than 450 
degrees to the Class of 2025 at the College’s 103rd Commence-
ment on May 10.

The following local students were awarded degrees:
Timothy Person of Wales was awarded a BA in Commu-

nication and Media Studies, Cum Laude. 
Olivia Sloat of Palmer was awarded a BS in Biology - 

Health Sciences, Magna Cum Laude.

Local students named to the 
Emmanuel Dean’s List for 2025

BOSTON – In recognition of their outstanding academic 
achievement, Emmanuel College has named more than 850 stu-
dents to the Dean’s List for the Spring 2025 semester. To earn 
a spot on the Dean’s List, Emmanuel students must achieve a 
grade point average of 3.5 or higher for a 16-credit semester.

The following local students were named to the Dean’s 
List:

Olivia Sloat of Palmer, who is majoring in Biology - 
Health Sciences.

Timothy Person of Wales, who is majoring in Communi-
cation and Media Studies.

Local students earn Dean’s List 
recognition at Norwich University

NORTHFIELD, VT –The following students from your 
readership area have been recognized on the Dean’s List at 
Norwich University for the Spring 2025 semester:

Scott Kustra, Monson
William Burke, Palmer
Full-time undergraduate students, who earned a semester 

grade point average of at least 3.40 are awarded Dean’s List 
honors.

More than 6,800 URI students 
named to Spring 2025 Dean’s List

KINGSTON, RI – The University of Rhode Island is 
pleased to announce that several area students have been named 
to its Spring 2025 Dean’s List. Among them are:

Leanna Craven of Monson 
Mary Godek of Wales 
Sage Hoschek of Wales  
Caitlin Lebel of Three Rivers 
Lizzy Maxfield of Brimfield 
Makena Pentoney of Holland 
Vanessa Ricci of Brimfield
To be included on the Dean’s List, full-time students must 

have completed 12 or more credits for letter grades which are 
GPA applicable during a semester and achieved at least a 3.30 
quality point average. Part-time students qualify with the accu-
mulation of 12 or more credits for letter grades which are GPA 
applicable earning at least a 3.30 quality point average.

Malone receives Bachelor’s 
Degree at WPI Commencement

WORCESTER – On Friday, May 16, Ryan Malone, who 
majored in Mechanical Engineering, was bestowed a bache-
lor’s degree at WPI’s 156th Commencement. Nearly 1,300 un-
dergraduate degrees were awarded during the ceremony.

STCC announces dean’s list
SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Technical Community Col-

lege announces students who were named to the spring 2025 
dean’s list.

Published each semester, the STCC dean’s list recogniz-
es excellence in academic performance. To be considered, de-
gree-seeking students must earn 12 or more college level cred-
its in the current semester, or a total of 12 or more combined 
college-level credits earned during the fall and spring semes-
ters, and achieve a 3.3 or above grade point average.

Student names are listed under the towns or cities in which 
they reside.

BRIMFIELD
Andrew Harrison Rowe, Baylee R Bass, Katherine 

May Kirschner, Malahny Yanay Wedderburn, Marah Zeni 
Wedderburn

FISKDALE
Deanne Cardenas, Kayleigh Elizabeth Dalrymple, 

Nicholas Beaulieu

HOLLAND
Jamie Elana Bousquet, Zachary Paul Hamel

MONSON
Alan F Caswell, Amelia Rose Brodeur, Arianna Grace 

Buchanan, Carlos Silva Cruz Marrero, Connor Patrick 
Beaulieu, Courtney K Piendak, Daisy May Payne, Emma M 
Forest, Erica Strout, Heidi M Valley, Jonathan D Caskey-
Medina, Kasmira Hemm, Kylie Smith, Mackenzie Lee 
Miller, Precious Lourdes Dias, Sabino Sebastian Bilotti, 
Travis Daniel Rock, Tyler Matthew Paul

PALMER
Anthony Arventos, Camden Tarantino, Eleanor C 

Demyan, Emily Cecile Ruffini, Emily Derosier, Jack Charlie 
Mahan, Jasmine Marie Hicks, Jeremy Scott Hill, Jessica 
Nina Gordievsky, Joshua Pasquini, Justin Alan Gregoire, 
Kelsey Carty, Luke Stephen Kwasniewski, Melinda N 
Savicki, Melissa Gloster, Milliechel D Ramirez, Richard 
Benjamin, Shari Chartier, Victor Thomas Henney

THREE RIVERS
Erin Elizabeth Crawford, Jessica Monika Sychtysz, 

Loryn Elizabeth Crutchfield, Naomi Ellis

WALES
Celeste Kayla Downey, Robert Vincent Bishop

COLLEGE NOTES

In the classroom

the Clergy stemmed from a 
regional ecumenical clergy 
group that meets monthly in 
Palmer.

“We started asking, 
what else can we do togeth-
er? What would it look like 
for churches in the region to 
show more unity, especial-
ly at a time when the world 
feels so divided?” said Rev. 
White. “This is our way of 
setting an example…not just 
for churchgoers, but for the 
whole community.”

That example includes 
partnerships beyond church 
walls. The event’s collabora-
tion with Better Bean exem-
plifies a broader goal of inte-
grating local businesses and 
faith-based organizations.

One hope for the event 
is to serve as an information 
hub for what’s happening in 
local faith communities. At-
tendees will be able to pick 
up flyers and talk with cler-

gy about upcoming church 
events in Monson, Palmer, 
Brimfield, and beyond.

“We want people to 
know what’s going on, not 
just at their own church, but 
at other churches in town and 
in the region,” said Rev. Nor-
wick. “If something cool is 
happening in Palmer, folks in 
Monson should know about 
it.”

Both pastors emphasized 
that the event is open to ev-
eryone, regardless of denom-
ination, church affiliation, or 
religious background.

“Just come as you are,” 
said Rev. White. “Have a cup 
of coffee and talk with us. 
Every conversation helps knit 
the community closer togeth-
er.”

Rev. White’s own 
church, theMonson-Glendale 
Methodist Church, is cele-
brating a major milestone this 
year, its 200th anniversary. 
The church congregation was 
first gathered in 1825, and the 
current building has stood for 

175 years.
The bicentennial cele-

bration will include building 
tours during Summerfest and 
a formal rededication cere-
mony on Sunday, October 5. 
A historic town anniversary 
quilt will be on display, and 
visitors will have the op-
portunity to learn about the 
church’s past and future.

The First Church of 
Monson also continues its 
commitment to service. Once 
a month, it offers a free com-
munity takeout meal, avail-
able by delivery or pick-up. 
A virtual marketplace and 
several themed Sundays are 
also planned, including a 
children’s celebration on Fa-
ther’s Day (June 15) and the 
church’s first-ever Pride Sun-
day on June 22.

“We want the commu-
nity to know we’re here, and 
that we’re working togeth-
er…not apart,” Norwick said. 
“If the churches can’t work 
together, how can we expect 
the world to?”

As Coffee with the Cler-
gy continues to grow, orga-
nizers are encouraging other 
local clergy to get involved. 
So far, the Unitarian Univer-
salist Church in Monson and 
several ministers from neigh-
boring towns have expressed 
interest in participating.

Clergy from Monson, 
Palmer, Brimfield, Wales, 
and Holland who are inter-
ested in being a guest speak-
er are encouraged to contact 
Rev. Norwick or Rev. White 
directly.

“This is a chance for 
clergy, especially those who 
are new to the area like us, to 
connect with each other and 
the broader community,” said 
White.

Whether you’re a long-
time resident or new to Mon-
son, whether you’re part of 
a church or simply curious, 
Coffee with the Clergy of-
fers a unique opportunity to 
engage with those working 
to build a more unified and 
compassionate community.

MINISTERS  ❙  from page 1

Read or sbscribe to 
The Journal Register online at 

journalregister.turley.com
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE
BLANDFORD, 

134 CHESTER ROAD.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY,
JUNE 13-14-15, 9AM-3PM. 

Garden supplies, power tools, household 
items, automotive. Rain or shine.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanted. 
Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage hunting, 
camping, cast iron cookware, advertising, 
motorcycles, clothing.  Call Ken (413)433-
2195.

WANTED TO BUY

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS.

Residential electrical service, mini splits, 
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-
9140.

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior – Finish carpentry, 
framing, window & door replacement, dry-
wall, painting and decks.  Competitive pric-
ing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

BUS CLEANER WANTED. Part-time 
mornings and weekends. Warren – local 
applicants preferred. 413-436-5262 .

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
is now accepting applications for a FULL-
TIME police officer. Review of appli-
cations begins immediately. Visit www.
hampdenpolice.com for more informa-
tion. EOE

SALES SUPPORT 
SPECIALIST

For over 60 years The Holy Rood Guild 
at St. Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer, Massa-
chusetts, known for the exceptional quality 
and fine tailoring of liturgical vestments, is 
seeking a Sales Support Specialist. 
Excellent communication and computer 
skills required. Respectful, positive interac-
tion with clergy and religious organizations 
necessary. Experience in sales, artistic de-
sign, and customer service a plus.

For more information and to apply, 
contact Fr. Stephen Shanahan at 

(774) 315-3107 
or by email: 

brstephenofstjoe@yahoo.com.
holyroodguild.com

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

ANTIQUES AND
 OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE 
IS 2 P.M. ON FRIDAY

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews
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LEGAL NOTICE
MONSON 

CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

Under the requirements of 
M.G.L. Chapter 131 §40, the 
Monson Conservation Commis-
sion will hold a public hearing 
on Wednesday, June 25, 2025 
at 7:10 PM in the Large Meet-
ing Room, Town Office Build-
ing, 110 Main St. Under con-
sideration is a Notice of Intent 
for the construction of a new 
single-family home, driveway, 
well, and septic for the property 
located at 47 Silver St, identified 
as Assessor’s Map 027, Parcel 
007B. The Applicant is Bradley 
Lord. 
06/12/2025

TOWN OF PALMER
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40 A, Sections 
10 & 11 M.G.L. the Palmer Zon-
ing Board of Appeals will hold 
a Public Hearing on Monday, 
June 30th, 2025 at 6:15PM at 
the Palmer Town Administra-
tion Building, 4417 Main Street, 
Palmer, MA.

The applicant, Country Bank 
for Savings, is requesting a vari-
ance from §171-35 Dimensional 
and Density Regulations. The 
variance request is to allow for 
the construction of a standalone 
ATM building with overhang 
within the side setback. The 
property is located at 191 Sykes 
Street, Palmer. This parcel is also 
known as Assessor’s Map 79, Lot 
39.

A copy of the application may 
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30 
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through 
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard 
on the application can contact 
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time 
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s 
(MNPA) website (http://mass-
publicnotices.org).

Dennis Fountain, Chairman 
Palmer Zoning Board of Appeals
06/12, 06/19/2025

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution 

of the Power of Sale contained 
in a certain mortgage given by 
John M. Arooth a/k/a John M. 
Arooth, Sr. to Monson Savings 
Bank, said mortgage being dated 
April 25, 2019, and recorded in 
the Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 22658, Page 118, 

of which mortgage the under-
signed is the present holder, for 
breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing, the same will be 
sold at Public Auction at 10:00 
A.M. on Friday, June 27, 2025, 
upon the premises described in 
said mortgage, namely 95 Upper 
Palmer Road, Monson, Hampden 
County, Massachusetts, all and 
singular the premises described 
in said mortgage, to wit:

A certain tract of land lying on 
the Easterly side of the highway 
leading from Monson to Palm-
er known as Margaret Street, in 
the Town of Monson, Hamp-
den County, Massachusetts, and 
bounded and described as fol-
lows: 

Beginning at a pipe set in the 
intersection of stone walls at the 
Northwest corner of land now 
or formerly of John S. Arooth et 
ux. and tract to be conveyed and 
at the Southwest corner of land 
now or formerly of one Rindge; 
thence running

Along Margaret Street, and 
a stone retaining wall South 18 
° 35’ 20” West 150.03 feet to a 
drill hole in a rock; thence run-
ning

Along land of said John S. 
Arooth et ux., South 74° 26’ 40” 
East 152.65 feet to a pipe; thence 
running

Along land of said John S. 
Arooth et ux., passing through 
the center of a large rock, North 
18° 35’ 20” East 150.03 feet to 
an iron pipe set in the stone wall 
at land now or formerly of said 
Rindge; thence running 

Along land now or formerly 
of said Rindge and a stone wall, 
North 74° 26’ 40” West 152.65 
feet to the point of beginning.

Containing about 22,800 
square feet.

Being the same property con-
veyed to John M. Arooth and 
Deborah Lynne Arooth, Husband 
and Wife, as tenants by the entire-
ty, and not as tenants in common 
by Deed from John M. Arooth, 
Married recorded 01/07/1976 in 
Deed Book 4220 Page 358, in 
the Registry of Deeds Plan for 
Hampden County, MA.

Said premises will be sold sub-
ject to and/or with the benefit of 
any and all rights, rights of way, 
restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, covenants, outstanding 
tax title, municipal or other 
public taxes, assessments, liens 
or claims in the nature of liens, 
rights of parties in possession, 
and existing encumbrances of 
record created prior to the mort-
gage, if any there be, whether or 
not reference to such restrictions, 
easements, improvements, liens 
or encumbrances is made in the 
Deed. 

No representations, express or 
implied, are made with respect to 
any matter concerning the prem-

ises which will be sold “as is”.
The successful high bidder 

will be responsible for paying the 
Massachusetts State Documenta-
ry Tax Stamps, all closing costs 
and all recording fees.

TERMS OF SALE:  The 
highest bidder in the sale shall 
be required to deposit cash, 
bank treasurer’s check or cer-
tified check in the amount of 
TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS 
($10,000.00) at the time and the 
place of the sale of the premises 
to qualify as a bidder (the present 
holder of the mortgage is exempt 
from this requirement) to be held 
by the Mortgagee.  The success-
ful bidder will also be required to 
deposit an additional sum equal to 
ten percent (10%) of the amount 
bid less the $10,000.00 deposit 
(but no less than $10,000) with 
the Mortgagee’s auctioneer, Aar-
on Posnik & Co., Inc., 31 Capital 
Drive, West Springfield, Massa-
chusetts 01089 or the Mortgag-
ees attorney as may be directed 
within five (5) days of the date of 
the sale to be held by the Mort-
gagee, and the balance of the 
purchase price shall be paid in 
cash, certified or bank treasurer’s 
check at the closing which shall 
occur within thirty (30) days af-
ter the date of foreclosure sale, 
time being of the essence, unless 
the Mortgagee agrees otherwise.  
The successful bidder at the sale 
shall be required to sign a Memo-
randum of Terms of Sale contain-
ing the above terms at the auction 
sale.

In the event that the successful 
bidder at the public auction shall 
default in purchasing the within 
described property according to 
the terms of this Notice of Mort-
gagee’s Sale and/or the terms of 
the Memorandum of Sale exe-
cuted at the public auction, the 
Mortgagee reserves the right, at 
its election, to sell the property 
to the second highest bidder at 
the public auction provided that 
Mortgagee, in its discretion, may 
require (1) said second highest 
bidder to deposit the amount of 
the required deposit as set forth 
herein within three (3) business 
days after written notice to the 
second highest  bidder of the de-
fault of the previous highest bid-
der, (2) the second highest bidder 
to execute a Memorandum of 
Sale, and (3) the closing to oc-
cur within twenty (20) days of 
said written notice, time being of 
the essence unless the Mortgag-
ee agrees otherwise.  The Mort-
gagee reserves the right to sell 
any parcel or any portion thereof 
separately, or in any order that 
Mortgagee may choose and/or to 
postpone this sale to a later time 
or date by public proclamation at 
the time and date appointed for 
the sale and to further postpone 
any adjourned sale date by public 
proclamation at the time and date 

appointed for the adjourned sale 
date.

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the time and place of 
the sale.

The description for the prem-
ises contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of a 
typographical error in this pub-
lication..

MONSON SAVINGS BANK,
Present Holder of said Mortgage

By:
David A. Lavenburg, Its Attorney

BACON WILSON, P.C.
33 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
413-781-0560 

05/29, 06/05, 06/12/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
MONSON CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
Under the requirements of 

M.G.L. Chapter 131, §40, the 
Monson Conservation Com-
mission will hold a public hear-
ing on Wednesday, June 25, 
2025 at 7:00 PM in the Large 
Meeting Room, Town Office 
Building, 110 Main St. Under 
consideration is a Request for 
Determination of Applicability 
for the work associated with the 
construction of a driveway for a 
new single-family home for the 
property located at Brimfield 
Road, identified as Assessor’s 
Map 170, Parcel 001, is subject 
to the Wetlands Protection Act. 
The Applicant is John Crean.

Submitted by: 
Monson Conservation 

Commission 
06/12/2025

Town of Brimfield
Highway Department

Invitation for Bids
Brookfield Road

Road Resurfacing and Related 
Work for Fiscal Year 2026
Sealed bids, appropriately 

marked, will be received no later 
than Thursday, June 26, 2025, 
by 11:00 AM. Sealed bids will 
be publicly opened and read on 
Thursday, June 26, 2025 at 11:05 
AM. in the Brimfield Town Hall 
Annex, 23 Main Street, Brim-
field, MA. The following Road 
Resurfacing and Related Work 
for Fiscal Year 2026 will be 
awarded by the Select Board 
at their duly posted meeting on 
June 30, 2025:

I. Bituminous Concrete Ex-
cavation Cold Planer – Brook-
field Road

Bid specifications will be 
available for pickup beginning 
Wednesday June 11, 2025 at the 
Brimfield Highway Department, 
34B Wales Road, Brimfield, MA 
from 9:00 AM. to 3:00 PM., 
Monday through Thursday or by 
emailing the Chief Procurement 
Officer at selectboard@brim-
fieldma.org. Questions related 
to this bid invitation are to be 
emailed to the Chief Procure-
ment Officer. All addendums, 
questions and answers will be 
sent to all bid package holders.

Envelopes must be clearly 
marked “IFB2025HWY02BR 
– FY2026” and include the date 
and time of the bid opening.  
Where required, bids must indi-
cate a single square yard multi-
plier (dollar amount per square 
yard) on the appropriate bid 
form attached. All bids must be 
submitted on the Town of Brim-
field Bid forms (included in the 
bid packet).  No bids will be 
accepted after the time and date 
specified. Executed Certificates 
of Non-Collusion and Tax Com-
pliance (attached) and Corporate 
Authority must be included in all 
bid submissions.  

Super Pave bids must indicate 
all prices, both pick up at plant 
(not more than 15 miles of the 
Brimfield Highway Garage, 34B 
Wales Rd) and to be delivered 
to the Town of Brimfield, Town 
Yard, or to the job location in the 
Town of Brimfield.  Bids shall 
include the current period price 
(May 2025) of $635 per ton for 
liquid asphalt.  The price adjust-
ment of hot mix asphalt mixtures 
containing liquid asphalt shall 
apply as per schedule posted on 
Massachusetts Highway Depart-
ment website: www.mass.gov/
mhd and “Special Provisions” as 
attached.  

Contractors intending to 
bid on Super Pave, must be 
pre-qualified by the Massachu-
setts Highway Department and 
the pre-qualifying form from the 
State must be presented at the 
time the bid package is picked 
up from the Town of Brimfield.  
The classification of work is 
“Pavement Surfacing.” The total 
cost of project(s) is estimated to 
be $381,659.30. NOTE: Award 

is subject to the Fiscal Year 2026 
Chapter 90 appropriation and re-
lease. A bid deposit of 5% of the 
total price bid must be submitted.

Prevailing Wage Rates have 
been established by the Depart-
ment of Labor and Industries un-
der the provision of Chapter 149, 
M.G.L., Section 26-27D.  Bids 
submitted for Road Resurfacing, 
are subject to the provisions to 
applicable provisions of the Gen-
eral Laws including Chapter 534, 
Chapter 30B, and Chapter 30, 
Section 39M inclusive as amend-
ed, (Public Works Construction).

All work/items must meet 
Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation, highway stan-
dards specifications.  

Executed Certificates of 
Non-Collusion and Tax Compli-
ance (attached) and Corporate 
Authority must be included in all 
bid submissions. 

Minority percentage rate must 
not be less than 5%.

Duration of the bid contract 
is July 1, 2025 through June 30, 
2026; otherwise, please state on 
bid sheet any exceptions.

Payment terms:  Net term, 30 
days.

The Select Board reserves the 
right to reject any and/or all bids, 
or, accept that bid deemed to be 
in the best interest of the Town of 
Brimfield.

Zachary Lemieux
Highway Surveyor
Town of Brimfield
Brimfield, MA   01010
(413) 245-4103

06/12, 06/19/2025

Town of Brimfield
Highway Department

Invitation for Bids
Haynes Hill Road - Road 

Resurfacing and Related Work 
for Fiscal Year 2026

Sealed bids, appropriately 
marked, will be received no later 
than Thursday June 26, 2025, 
by 11:00 AM. Sealed bids will 
be publicly opened and read on 
Thursday June 26, 2025 at 11:05 
AM. in the Brimfield Town Hall 
Annex, 23 Main Street, Brim-
field, MA. The following Road 
Resurfacing and Related Work 
for Fiscal Year 2026 will be 
awarded by the Select Board 
at their duly posted meeting on 
June 30, 2025:

I. Road Resurfacing – 
Haynes Hill Road

Bid specifications will be 
available for pickup beginning 
Wednesday, June 11, 2025 at the 
Brimfield Highway Department, 
34B Wales Road, Brimfield, MA 
from 9:00 AM. to 3:00 PM., 
Monday through Thursday or by 
emailing the Chief Procurement 
Officer at selectboard@brim-
fieldma.org. Questions related 
to this bid invitation are to be 
emailed to the Chief Procure-
ment Officer. All addendums, 
questions and answers will be 
sent to all bid package holders.

Envelopes must be clearly 
marked “IFB2025HWY02HHR 
– FY2026” and include the date 
and time of the bid opening.  
Where required, bids must indi-
cate a single square yard multi-
plier (dollar amount per square 
yard) on the appropriate bid 
form attached. All bids must be 
submitted on the Town of Brim-
field Bid forms (included in the 
bid packet).  No bids will be 
accepted after the time and date 
specified. Executed Certificates 
of Non-Collusion and Tax Com-
pliance (attached) and Corporate 
Authority must be included in all 
bid submissions.  

Super Pave bids must indicate 
all prices, both pick up at plant 
(not more than 15 miles of the 
Brimfield Highway Garage, 34B 
Wales Rd) and to be delivered 
to the Town of Brimfield, Town 
Yard, or to the job location in the 
Town of Brimfield.  Bids shall 
include the current period price 
(May 2025) of $635 per ton for 
liquid asphalt.  The price adjust-
ment of hot mix asphalt mixtures 
containing liquid asphalt shall 
apply as per schedule posted on 
Massachusetts Highway Depart-
ment website: www.mass.gov/
mhd and “Special Provisions” as 
attached.  

Contractors intending to 
bid on Super Pave, must be 
pre-qualified by the Massachu-
setts Highway Department and 
the pre-qualifying form from the 
State must be presented at the 
time the bid package is picked 
up from the Town of Brimfield.  
The classification of work is 
“Pavement Surfacing.” The total 
cost of project(s) is estimated to 
be $305,569. NOTE: Award is 
subject to the Fiscal Year 2026 
Chapter 90 appropriation and 

release. A bid deposit of 5% of 
the total price bid must be sub-
mitted.	

Prevailing Wage Rates have 
been established by the Depart-
ment of Labor and Industries un-
der the provision of Chapter 149, 
M.G.L., Section 26-27D.  Bids 
submitted for Road Resurfacing, 
are subject to the provisions to 
applicable provisions of the Gen-
eral Laws including Chapter 534, 
Chapter 30B, and Chapter 30, 
Section 39M inclusive as amend-
ed, (Public Works Construction).

All work/items must meet 
Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation, highway stan-
dards specifications.  

Executed Certificates of 
Non-Collusion and Tax Compli-
ance (attached) and Corporate 
Authority must be included in all 
bid submissions. 

Minority percentage rate must 
not be less than 5%.

Duration of the bid contract 
is July 1, 2025 through June 30, 
2026; otherwise, please state on 
bid sheet any exceptions.

Payment terms:  Net term, 30 
days.

The Select Board reserves the 
right to reject any and/or all bids, 
or, accept that bid deemed to be 
in the best interest of the Town of 
Brimfield.

Zachary Lemieux
Highway Surveyor
Town of Brimfield

Brimfield, MA  01010
(413) 245-4103 

06/12, 06/19/2025

Monson Housing Authority
Accepting Proposals 

for Property
The Monson Housing Author-

ity (MHA) is selling a property 
owned by the MHA and is re-
questing proposals from inter-
ested buyers. The Property is as 
follows: 5 Lower Hampden Rd. 
Monson, MA 01057 “the prop-
erty”

This property was built in 
1930, has 3 units with 2 units 
each having 4 bedrooms and 2 
full baths, and 1 unit having 2 
bedrooms and 1 bath.  The site is 
.61 acres.  It is currently in dis-
repair and will require significant 
investment for habitation.  The 
appraised value is $100,000.

For a copy of the RFP email 
Monsonhousing@comcast.net or 
pick one up at 31 State St. Suite 
50, Monson, MA 01057. 

DEADLINES:  Proposals will 
be received and evaluated as de-
scribed in this RFP.  Proposals 
will be received until the initial 
opening deadline of 2:00 p.m. on 
June 16, 2025 at which time they 
will be publicly opened and made 
available for public review at the 
Monson Housing Authority’s of-
fice (address shown above).   
05/22, 05/29, 06/05, 6/12/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
 Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD22P0092EA

Estate of:
Niles Nelson Robbins, Sr
Date of Death: 05/15/2021

CITATION ON PETITION
FOR REMOVAL

To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed 

by:  Jul ia  M Robbins of 
Orange, MA requesting that 
Cody J Robbins of Eastham, 
MA be removed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate. 

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before 10:00 a.m. 
on 06/30/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: June 02, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

06/12/2025

Public notices

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” 

in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Community 

Autumn Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement 

which will be published September 10, 2025. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 
submissions 
is August 11.
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Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Journal
Register

Public notices
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Energy Facilities Siting Board
Notice of Adjudication

And Public Comment Hearing
EFSB 24-02/D.P.U. 24-190 

New England Power Company 
d/b/a National Grid

(Palmer to Ware Transmission Project)
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/palmer-to-ware-transmission-project

Project Summary and Public Comment Hearing Overview 
New England Power Company d/b/a National Grid (the “Compa-

ny”) filed petitions seeking approval to construct, operate, and main-
tain a new overhead transmission line in Palmer, West Brookfield, and 
Ware, Massachusetts that will replace approximately 10. 

35 miles of an existing transmission line in the same right-of-way 
(the “Replacement Line”).  The Company plans to remove the exist-
ing transmission line and existing 147 structures; the Company would 
then replace the existing structures with 112 steel structures and con-
struct, re-establish, and improve utility access routes.  The Replace-
ment Line would continue operating at 69 kilovolts (“kV”) although 
capable of operating at 115 kV in the future, if needed.  This work is 
referred to herein as the “Palmer to Ware Transmission Project” or the 
“Project.”  The Project description and maps of the Project site are 
provided below. 

The Siting Board will conduct a public comment hearing with 
both in-person and remote participation options:

Wednesday, June 25, 2025, at 6:30 p.m.
Location: Palmer High School Auditorium
4105 Main St 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Remote attendees: join by clicking this link: https://us06web.

zoom.us/j/86262871350
For audio-only participation, attendees can dial in at (646) 558-

8656 (not a toll-free number) and then enter the Webinar ID: 862 6287 
1350.

To provide oral comments during the public comment hearing (in 
person or on Zoom), please send an email to Yonathan.Mengesha@
mass.gov with your name, email address, and mailing address by 
noon, June 24, 2025.  To sign up by telephone, please leave a voice-
mail message referencing “EFSB 24-02/D.P.U. 24-190” at (617) 
305-3544 with your name, telephone number, and mailing address.  
Pre-registered commenters will speak first, and other commenters af-
terwards. 

The Siting Board also invites written comments on the Project.  
Written comments will be most useful to the Siting Board if submitted 
by Friday, July 11, 2025.

Important Dates
Public Comment Hearing June 25, 2025
Deadline to file written comments July 11, 2025
Deadline to file for intervention/limited participant status July 11, 2025

Public Comment Hearing
At the public comment hearing, the Company will present an over-

view of the Project.  Public officials and members of the public will 
have an opportunity to ask questions and provide comments about the 
proposed Project.  The public comment hearing will be transcribed by 
a court reporter.  A recording of the public comment hearing will be 
available on the Siting Board’s YouTube channel after the hearing, 
at https://www.youtube.com/@MaDPU_hearing  

Public Review of the Company’s Petition 
A detailed description of the Project, links to the Company’s pe-

titions, attachments, and analysis, and periodic updates are available 
via the Siting Board’s webpage for the Project https://www.mass.gov/
info-details/palmer-to-ware-transmission-project.  The Company also 
maintains a webpage for the Project: https://palmertowareimprove-
mentproject.com/.   

Hard copies of the Company’s petitions, including all attachments, 
are available for public inspection at the following locations: 

Boston 
Energy Facilities Siting Board 
One South Station, 3rd floor 
Boston, MA 02110
Palmer
Clerk’s Office			   Palmer Public Library
4417 Main St. Ste 10		  1455 N Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069		  Palmer, MA 01069

West Brookfield
Clerk’s Office		           Merriam-Gilbert Public Library
2 East Main Steet		  3 West Main Street
West Brookfield, MA 01585	 West Brookfield, MA 01585

Ware
Clerk’s Office		          Young Men’s Library Association
126 Main Street - Suite F 		  37 Main Street
Ware, MA 01082			  Ware, MA 01082	

Decision on the Project Proposal 
The public comment hearing marks the beginning of an official, 

state-level decision-making process focused on whether the Project 
should be approved.  The Siting Board will make the decision based 
on the following laws:

1) Under G.L. (Massachusetts General Law) c.(chapter) 164, § 
(section) 69J, the Siting Board will review the Company’s proposed 
Project to determine whether the Project will provide a reliable ener-
gy supply with a minimum impact on the environment at the lowest 
possible cost.

2) Under G.L. c. 164, § 72, the Siting Board will determine whether 
the proposed Project is necessary, serves the public convenience, and 
is consistent with the public interest.

Intervention and Participation 
Persons or groups who wish to be involved in the Siting Board pro-

ceeding, beyond providing comments at the public comment hearing 
or submitting written comments, may seek either to intervene as a 
party or to participate as a limited participant.  A petition to intervene 
or participate must also be filed no later than July 11, 2025, and follow 
the instructions provided below. 

“Intervenor” or “Party” Status: An intervenor can participate ful-
ly in the evidentiary phase of the proceeding, including the right to 
participate in evidentiary hearings, file a brief and present comments 
to the Siting Board on the Tentative Decision, and to appeal a Final 
Decision. 

“Limited Participant” Status: A limited participant receives doc-
uments during the proceeding and may file a brief and present com-
ments regarding the Tentative Decision to the Siting Board. 

A petition to intervene must demonstrate that the petitioner may be 
substantially and specifically affected by this proceeding.  See below 
for filing instructions.  For more information on the Siting Board’s 
procedural rules, please see the following link: https://www.mass.gov/
doc/980-cmr-105/download. 

Filing Instructions 
Written comments on the Project, or a petition to intervene or par-

ticipate as a limited participant in this proceeding, must be filed in 
two places: 

First, the comments or petition must be sent to the Siting Board by 
email - to dpu.efiling@mass.gov AND to Connor.C.Tarr@mass.gov 
no later than the close of business on July 11, 2025.  The text of the 
e-mail must specify: (1) the docket number of the proceeding (EFSB 
24-02/D.P.U. 24-190); (2) the name of the person or entity submitting 
the filing; and (3) a brief description of the document.  The email 
should also include the name, title, and telephone number of a person 
to contact in the event of questions about the filing.  

Second, the comments or petition must be sent by email to coun-
sel for the Company, Catherine Keuthen, Esq. at ckeuthen@keegan
werlin.com.  

Accommodation Requests
Reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities (e.g., 

Braille, large print, electronic files, audio format) are available upon 
request.  To submit a request for an accommodation, please email 
Melixza Esenyie - Non-Discrimination Coordinator and Director of 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, Massachusetts Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental Affairs at, eeadiversity@mass.gov, or call 
617-626-1282.  In your communication, please include a description 
of the request with as much detail as possible and provide a way we 
can contact you if we need more information.  Please allow at least 
one week (7 days) advance notice.  Last-minute requests will be ac-
cepted, but we may be unable to fulfill them. 

Language interpretation services are available upon request.  In-
clude in your request the language required and a way to contact you 
if we need more information.  Requests may be made at least one 
week (7 days) in advance.  It may not be possible to accommodate 
last-minute requests.  Contact the Presiding Officer for more informa-
tion (contact information below).

Non-Discrimination Notice
The Siting Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, disability, age, sex, income, ethnicity, class, disability, 
religious creed or belief, gender identity, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, English language proficiency or ancestry in adminis-
tration of its programs or activities. See the Siting Board’s Non-Dis-
crimination Notice at:  https://www.mass.gov/info-details/efsb-non-
discrimination-notice-and-grievance-procedure. 

  If you have any questions about this notice or any of the Siting 
Board’s non-discrimination programs, policies, or procedures, you 
may contact:  

Melixza Esenyie - Non-Discrimination Coordinator and Director 
of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, Massachusetts Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental Affairs, Human Resources, 9th Floor, 
100 Cambridge Street, Boston, MA 02114, eeadiversity@mass.gov, 
617-626-1282.  

If you believe that you have been discriminated against with respect 
to a Siting Board program or activity, you may contact Melixza Es-
enyie (identified above) to learn how and where to file a complaint of 
discrimination.  

Contact
For further information about the proceeding, please contact the 

Presiding Officer at the address or telephone number below: 
Connor Tarr, Presiding Officer
Energy Facilities Siting Board

One South Station 
Boston, MA 02110

Connor.C.Tarr@mass.gov 
(617) 305-3596

For periodic updates please visit the Siting Board’s webpage 
for this proceeding found at: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/
palmer-to-ware-transmission-project.

Project Description 
The Company owns and operates an existing transmission line, 

Line O15N, that extends about ten miles, from National Grid’s Palmer 
Substation to its Ware Substation (the “Palmer-Ware Line”).  Nation-
al Grid proposes to replace the Palmer-Ware Line and the transmis-
sion structures that are holding it up and then remove the old lines 
and structures.  The Company maintains that the Project is needed 
because inherent design characteristics and physical deterioration of 
the existing Palmer-Ware Line have resulted in poor electric reliabil-
ity.  According to the Company, rebuilding the existing line would 
address the widespread damage to the existing structures, improve 
telecommunications between the two substations, and improve elec-
tric reliability.  An interactive map of the Project is available at the 
following link: https://palmertowareimprovementproject.com/index.
htm#project-map. 

Route Description
The Palmer-Ware Line traverses the towns of Ware, West Brook-

field, and Palmer.  Beginning at the Palmer Substation at the south-
ern end of the line, the Palmer-Ware Line travels in a northeasterly 
direction, crossing U.S. Route 20, Flynt Street, Thompson Street, the 
Massachusetts Turnpike (Interstate 90), Smith Street, Old Warren 
Road, and West Ware Street for a total of 8.07 miles in Palmer.  The 
Existing Line then crosses into Ware, continuing in a northeasterly di-
rection across Prendiville Road twice and traveling 1.18 miles, before 
entering West Brookfield.  In West Brookfield, it continues northeast, 
crossing West Main Street/MA Route 9 and traveling 0.9 miles before 
turning westward back into Ware.  In Ware, the Existing Line travels 
0.2 miles and crosses Gilbertville Road/MA Route 32 just before en-
tering the Ware Substation. 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Energy facilities siting board

ONE SOUTH STATION
BOSTON, MA 02110

(617) 305-3525
Translation and Interpretation Services

English
ATTENTION:  Additional translation and/or interpretation services 

are available upon request at no direct cost to the individual requesting 
the service. Include in your request the language required and a way 
to contact you if we need more information.  It may not be possible to 
fulfill last-minute requests. Contact Yonathan Mengesha at Yonathan.
Mengesha@mass.gov to make a request.

Español (Spanish)
ATENCIÓN: Hay servicios adicionales de traducción y/o inter-

pretación disponibles a pedido sin costo directo para la persona que 
solicita el servicio. Incluya en su solicitud el idioma requerido y una 
forma de comunicarnos con usted si necesitamos más información. Es 
posible que no sea posible cumplir con solicitudes de último momen-
to. Comuníquese con Yonathan Mengesha a Yonathan.Mengesha@
mass.gov para realizar una solicitud.

Portugues (Standard Portuguese)
ATENÇÃO: Serviços adicionais de tradução e/ou interpretação es-

tão disponíveis mediante solicitação, sem custo direto para o indivíduo 
que solicita o serviço. Inclua em sua solicitação o idioma necessário 
e uma forma de contato caso precisemos de mais informações. Pode 
não ser possível atender a pedidos de última hora. Entre em contato 
com Yonathan Mengesha pelo e-mail Yonathan.Mengesha@mass.gov  
para fazer a solicitação.

Kreyòl Ayisyen (Haitian Creole)
ATANSYON: Sèvis tradiksyon ak/oswa entèpretasyon siplemantè 

disponib si w mande sa san yon pri dirèk pou moun k ap mande sèvis 
la. Nan demann ou an, mete lang ou egzije a ak yon mwayen pou 
kontakte w si nou bezwen plis enfòmasyon. Li gendwa pa posib pou 
ranpli yon demann nan dènye lè. Kontakte Yonathan Mengesha nan 
Yonathan.Mengesha@mass.gov pou w fè yon demann

Français (French)
ATTENTION : Des services de traduction et/ou d’interprétation 

supplémentaires sont disponibles sur demande, sans frais directs pour 
le demandeur. Indiquez dans votre demande la langue requise et un 
moyen de vous contacter si nous avons besoin de plus d’informa-
tions. Il se peut que nous ne puissions pas répondre aux demandes de 
dernière minute. Merci de contcacter Yonathan Mengesha à Yonathan.
Mengesha@mass.gov pour faire une demande.
06/05, 06/12/2025

948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, June 14 ~ 7pm-11pm

Caboodle
Upcoming Events

Saturday, July 26
7pm-11pm

Uncle CountryWednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm
Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All WelcomeSaturday Nights 

also if no band

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

www.turley.com

Send writing samples with resume to:
Deanna Sloat

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
email: dsloat@turley.com

newspaper correspondent
JOB OPPORTUNITY

The Journal Register seeks 
Experienced Writers/Journalists 
to produce news and/or feature stories of 
local interest for various towns and cities.
• Must be dependable, professional and able to 

     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo



June 12, 2025    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTERPAGE 16

Pokémon to anime, Magic: 
The Gathering to sports cards.

“This has just always 
been my thing,” said Cairns, 
whose enthusiasm was clear 
as he greeted guests and chat-
ted with vendors. “Every-
body’s got a thing, and this is 
ours.”

Cairns, who runs his 
business under the name 
Kody’s Pokéstop, has been 
collecting Pokémon cards 
since the franchise hit the 
U.S. in 1999. What started 
as a childhood hobby in West 
Brookfield has grown into a 
family-centered business and 
community effort. Now living 
in Ludlow with his wife Ra-
chel and daughter Kaileena, 
Cairns has turned his passion 
into a way to bring people to-
gether.

The Western MA Card 
Show was the first event 
Cairns has hosted at AM-
VETS Post 74, and it has 
exceeded expectations. Ven-
dor spots sold out within two 
weeks, and the event drew a 
steady stream of attendees 
looking to browse, trade, and 
talk shop. Though Pokémon 
was well-represented, the 
show offered much more, 
including Magic: The Gath-
ering cards, vintage sports 
cards, anime figurines, and 
themed collectibles and ac-
cessories.

“There’s something here 
for every type of collector,” 
Cairns said. “We’ve got old-
school stuff, handmade items, 
newer card games. It’s about 
covering the whole spec-
trum.”

Among the standout ven-
dors was Christin Kaminski, 
the founder of C’s Creations, 
who has been crocheting for 
about 18 years. In 2020, she 

started making 3D plush fig-
ures, including Pokémon 
characters and other pop cul-
ture-inspired designs. Her 
table was packed with soft, 
colorful creations that drew 
smiles from kids and adults 
alike.

The family spirit of the 
event was front and center. 
Cairns’ daughter Kaileena 
had her own vendor table, 
selling Pokémon keychains 
and pins she helped design 
and create. His wife Rachel, 
also a dedicated collector, 
recently completed a master 
set of Prismatic Evolutions 
cards. For the Cairns family, 
the event is more than a busi-
ness — it’s a shared passion.

“If you can do something 
you love every day, you nev-
er have to work again,” Kody 
said. “This is that for us.”

Though he’s not a huge 
social media fan, Cairns 
promotes his business and 
events online under @Ko-
dysPokestop on platforms 
like Facebook, Instagram, 
YouTube, and eBay. He’s also 
listed future events on the 
Treasure Events app, a grow-
ing space for collectors and 
vendors to find shows across 
the region.

Still, much of his pro-
motion is done face-to-face. 
Cairns travels regularly to 
card shows across the East 
Coast, handing out flyers and 
inviting vendors and guests 
personally. “I vend in Con-
necticut, Rhode Island, New 
York…I’m all over,” he said. 
“That personal connection re-
ally matters.”

When asked to name his 
favorite Pokémon, Cairns 
didn’t miss a beat: “Alaka-
zam, for sure. I’ve got a big 
ol’ one tattooed on my thigh. 
There’s not even a close sec-
ond, unless it’s one of his evo-
lutions.”

His daughter and wife 
lean more toward the original 
Eeveelutions, including Va-
poreon, Jolteon, and Flareon; 
a shared interest that helps 
power their growing family 
business.

Cairns plans to continue 
hosting the Western MA Card 
Show monthly at AMVETS 
Post 74 through the end of 
the year, with each show 
building on the last. Whether 

you’re a longtime collector, a 
fan of anime and gaming, or 
just looking for a fun family 
outing, the event offers a wel-
coming space full of creativi-
ty, nostalgia, and community 
spirit.

“We’re just trying to 
build something where ev-
eryone feels at home,” said 
Cairns. “It’s about the cards, 
sure, but it’s really about the 
people.”

SHOW  ❙  from page 1

Tony Estremera of SR20, he has been selling collectibles for 
around 6 years but this was his first official card show.

Joshua Marcial from JM_Collectibles on Instagram and his 
friend Luvius, The Ultimate Collector.

Lucas Nguyen, he sells Pokemon and a large variety of Pokemon 
themed accessories. 

Customers peruse the various tables.  Turley Photos by Abigail McCoy

Christin Kaminski of C’s Kreations showing off her favorite 
plushie, a crocheted Bulbasaur.

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Journal Register

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES


