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Staff Writer
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PALMER – This Friday, the 
Senior Center will be hosting an art 
show, featuring artwork put togeth-
er by local seniors.

Art classes started at the Senior 
Center back in September, and are 
taught by Grant Strange. The Art 

Show, scheduled for June 23, will 
feature “Our very talented seniors 
displaying their work that they 
worked on throughout the year,” ac-
cording to Lisa Jacques.

“We meet once a week, on 
Tuesday afternoons from 2 to 3,” 
said Dianne Brennan, one of the 
students at the art class.

There are about 10 total mem-
bers that regularly attend the class-
es, which go from 1:30 to 3 p.m., 
and attendees paint whatever they 
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MONSON – In an effort to 
raise funds and awareness for do-
mestic violence education and re-
sources, the Carol Rivest Memori-
al Foundation will host this year’s 
annual benefit Saturday June 24, 
from noon-7 p.m., at Westview 
Farms Creamery,109 East Hill 
Road.

Monson’s own Jordyn Doyle 
will perform live music from 
12:30-2 p.m. with local band 
“Time Trippers” performing tunes 
from the 1960s-1970s from 3-7 
p.m.

Brother to Carol, Robert 
Rivest will also provide a well-
being laughter segment, offering 
techniques and laughter-based 
healing practices. 

Sister to Carol, Sheila Rivest 

said the event is family oriented 
and will offer over 60 raffle bas-
kets, paid hay rides and other out-
door activities including a corn 
hole contest. 

“Carol loved live music and 
concerts…the annual outdoor 
fundraiser at Westview Farms 
Creamery is a great way to cele-
brate her life and bring awareness 
to domestic violence,” said Sheila 
Rivest. 

Rivest established CRMF 
years after the tragic loss of her 
sister who was killed at 22 years 
old at the hands of her ex-boy-
friend on May 11, 1982.

Rivest said Carol had been 
with the boyfriend for five years, 
caught in the toxic cycles of abuse.

However, before the ex-boy-
friend killed her, the family be-
lieved the relationship was finally 

Old Mill Pond students 
pie the principals

By Dallas gagnon
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – After a school 
year filled with calendar sales, raf-
fle tickets and several other fund-
raising initiatives, the students of 
Old Mill Pond celebrated their 
accomplishments with a reward as 
sweet as pie. 

Last Thursday afternoon, stu-
dents lined the school yard grab-
bing plates heaping with Cool 
Whip  to “pie the principal” of 
their choice.

Members of the OMP Parent 
Teacher Organization spearheaded 
the event, selecting capture the flag 
winners, top calendar sellers, raffle 
ticket sellers and PTO students to 
participate. 

Though Principal Holly 
Riopel said she was feeling “pretty 
confident” going into the event, by 
the end, Riopel and assistant prin-
cipals Penny Manteria and Kerry 

Lynch left school covered in Whip.
PTO member Christa Nom-

pleggi said 160 kids participated 
in the event and went through 27 
large tubs of Cool Whip in the pro-
cess.

One PTO member said the 
students “were so ready for this,” 
adding that the more they went up 
in grade, the rowdier students be-
came. 

School 
District 
survey 
results 
provide 
insight 

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – As the Palm-
er School District welcomes new 
superintendent Matthew Francis, 
effective July 1, employees com-
pleted a survey aiming to provide 
insight about their experiences and 
beliefs regarding the District.

Survey results were revealed 
in a presentation hosted by Ribas 
Associates and Publications Se-
nior Consultant Dr. William Lupini 
at the June 14 School Committee 
meeting, with a total of 165 survey 
respondents. 

Lupini said, “the data collected 
through this set of questions will be 
provided to the new Superintendent 
for his use in his entry to Palmer as 
well as by the School Committee 
to support the work of our teachers 
and administrators.”

Employees Valued
Of the 165 respondents, 73 are 

Palmer High School employees, 
77 are Old Mill Pond Elementary 
School employees and 13 partici-
pants did not specify.

When asked if they believe 
the District values their employ-
ees, 14% of participants strongly 
agreed while 50% agreed and 30% 
answered neutral. 

“I think it’s trending in a posi-
tive way,” said Lupini.

Throughout the survey, a large 
percentage of staff answered neutral 
on several questions. 

Lupini said some comments 
suggested responses may reflect 
employee’s experiences in the Dis-

Student Elizz Cobbins is shown laughing as she puts a plate of Cool Whip in Kerry Lynch’s face.

Ending the year on a sweet note

Turley, Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Shown is Assistant Principal Mrs.Kerry Lynch giving a “thumbs up” as 
she smiles through a pile of Cool Whip.

Carol Rivest Memorial 
Foundation hosts 9th 
annual benefit

REMEMBRANCE

Submitted Photos

Dave Deraleau and Sheila Rivest are shown holding the Carol Rivest Me-
morial Foundation banner at last year’s annual benefit.

Photos by Marcelo Gusmao

From left: Mel Gustafson, Dianne “Dee” Brennan, Sue Keough, and Kathryn 
Costa work on art for the upcoming art show.

Senior Center Art Show

Military Appreciation 
Day honored veterans 
at PMP

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

PALMER – For the sixth 
year, Race Cars for a Cause held 
its annual Military Appreciation 
Day at Palmer Motorsports Park, 
giving veterans and their families 
a chance to feel the thrill of Whis-

key Hill. 
Despite a steady fall of rain 

last Saturday morning, veterans 
were lined up at the gate well be-
fore the 8 a.m. opening, ready to 
pair up with volunteer drivers on 
one of the top 10 road courses in 
North America, according to Road 
& Track Magazine.

The 2.3 mile track has several 
unique features, including a 190-
foot vertical evaluation and some 
of the most breathtaking views in 
the northeast. 

Race Cars for a Cause
COMMUNITY VETERANS MONSON

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

Race Cars for a Cause offered a free day of fun for military veterans and 
their families during Military Appreciation Day at Palmer Motorsports 
Park this past Saturday, including laps on the track in high-performance 
cars. Shown from left are Carolyn Galica, Ron Savenor, Founder and Pres-
ident Jeff Archambeault, and newest crew member John Giasullo. Gias-
ullo. a U.S. Army veteran, is also a driver for Race Cars for a Cause.
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By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – The School 
Committee saw some new ap-
pointments at its recent meeting, 
and discussed arrangements for 
the upcoming Summerfest event.

At the beginning of the meet-
ing, Emily Graves-Harrison was 
named Chair, Alison Morgan 
was named Vice Chair, and Jamie 
Murphy was named Secretary.

Superintendent Cheryl Clarke 
also announced the hiring of a new 
Principal for the High School, Ar-
thur Murphy, who is leaving his 
six-year position as Principal of 
Gardner Middle School to come 
to the district.

“We went through quite an 
extensive search to choose that 
Principal,” Clarke said, “everyone 
in the school community was in-
volved.”

Clarke described Murphy’s 
first faculty meeting last week as 
“wonderful,” and said that he will 
start in the new position on July 1.

Chairman of the Summerfest 
event, Steve Slozak, then present-
ed to the Committee about the 
upcoming fireworks display, an-
nouncing that a second band has 
been hired to fill the 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. time slot at the Saturday, 

June 24 event. The first band will 
be The Beginnings, and the sec-
ond will be Aquanet, according to 
Slozak.

“I booked them back in Sep-
tember,” Slozak said. “They’re a 
very popular band.”

Slozak then discussed the 
need to access the kitchen at 
Quarry Hill School for electrical 
hookups, though he assured the 
Committee that the only people 
who would be coming in and out 
of the school would be associates 
of Summerfest, and the members 
of the bands if they need to change 
outfits.

When asked if they would 
need faculty posted to guard the 
door, Slozak said, “the electrician 
is usually there most of the time 
that evening, that’s kind of his 
spot.”

Slozak presented to the Com-
mittee about parking for the event, 
including putting up fences for 
the fireworks and a snow fence 
on Margaret Street, through coor-
dination with the Police Depart-
ment.

Slozak said there will be 
no parking behind Quarry Hill 
School, as it is too challenging 
with the playgrounds located 
there. He said they tried it one year 
and it didn’t work well.

School Committee
discusses Summerfest

MONSON   ❙   page 3
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

Corrections
The Journal Register will 

gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections 
or clarifications will always ap-
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request 
a correction, send information to 
Editor at mharrison@turley.com, 
or call 283-8393, extension 236. 
Corrections may also be request-
ed in writing at:  Journal Register, 
Attn: Editor 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA, 01069.

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308 lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Check out our new 
SUMMER MENU

including our 
delicious Lobster Roll!

We will be open 
FATHER’S DAY  

with  
normal menu 

Open 7 days a week Mon, 
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun 11-8; 

Fri & Sat 11-9
Please visit our website  

or Facebook page for our 
full menu. 

Masks are required of all non-toddler guests to enter.

Friday Acoustics 
will be returning on June 11

SPRING MENU
Check Out 

Our New Specials!

Friday 
Acoustics 
Are Back!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

ESCAPE TO 
ROCKPORT  – 
July 22, 2023               
$89

July 8 ......Cape Cod Canal Cruise with Lunch ... $125
Sept. 9 ....Hampton Beach Seafood Fest ............ $99
Sept. 16 ..Funny Girl at PPAC ................................ $120
Sept. 23 ..Johnny Mathis in Concert ................... $130
Oct. 21 ....Mrs. Doubtfire at PPAC ........................ $99

feel like, usually working with 
acrylics.

“Sue (Keough) is our slate 
specialist,” Brennan said, to laughs 
from the other ladies.

The art pieces will be available 
for sale, according to another stu-
dent, Kathryn Costa. “Art is thera-

py,” Costa said, and mentioned how 
painting has helped her focus.

In an article for the Alzheimer’s 
Society, Heather O’Neil wrote, “Art 
has helped my mom to live a mean-
ingful life, staying happy and en-
gaged despite her condition.”

This sentiment is shared by the 

students at the Senior Center. “My 
memory’s gotten way better,” Costa 
said.

The art show will be held from 
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Friday, June 23 at 
the Council on Aging building on 
Central Street.

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – This past Friday, the 
park welcomed The 60’s Experience 
cover band to Pulaski Park for the week-
ly concert and cruise night.

To accompany what would have 
been their Camaro and Firebird Night, 
though rain led to a lower turnout than 
expected. According to the President of 
the St. Stanislaus Polish Club, Josh Hoy, 
the Club will extend the theme to up-
coming cruise nights.

The 60s Experience, formed in 
2018, reproduces music by bands from 
the ‘60s and early ‘70s, “to remind au-
diences of a simpler time of peace, love, 

and harmony.” They performed music 
by The Beatles, The Foundations, Cree-
dence Clearwater Revival, and others, 
while dressed in period clothing.

Pulaski Park asks that attendees of 
upcoming cruise nights not bring food or 
alcohol to the park. “Our liquor license 
does not allow it,” said the notice on 
the Polish Club’s Facebook page, warn-
ing that “If we find you drinking from a 
cooler in your car or anything of the sort, 
you’re out!”

Park representatives also ask that 
attendees follow instructions when park-
ing, and are careful not to tear up the 
grass.

Concerts and cruises will be held at 
the park every Friday from 5 to 9 p.m. 
until September, except for July 7.

Photos by Marcelo Gusmao

Larry Humason on bass, Dave Pielock and Don Lacoy on guitar, Ken Butcher on drums, 
and Dawn on vocals make up The 60s Experience.

60s Experience plays cruise 
night at Pulaski Park

The June 23 cruise night will feature 
a concert by Pure Country, and on June 
30 a band called Looney Tunes will per-

form, accompanying the Mustang theme 
night.

People get down on the dance floor for The 60s Experience.

Debbie and Ed Kozdronkiewicz, Bruce and Dolly Gallagher, and Pepper (front).

PALMER — The Three Rivers Fire De-
partment offered condolences following a 
recent motor vehicle accident that left a Path-
finder tech student dead.

The accident occurred on Sykes Street in 
the vicinity of Pathfinder. According to a press 
release from the TRFD, Engine 1 and Car 1 

responded to the 
scene while sup-
port was provided 
by surrounding 
communities. 

“Upon arriv-
al, crews found 
one occupant 

entrapped. Following a determination by the 
paramedic on scene, theindividual was pro-
nounced deceased. The scene was handed over 
to law enforcement partners from Palmer Po-
lice, the Massachusetts State Police and inves-
tigators from the Office of the District Attor-
ney,” the release states.

Fire crews from Engine 1 remained on the 
scene and support crews staffed the station to 
ensure a response in the event of another emer-
gency.

“The thoughts and prayers of the Depart-
ment are with the victim, their friends and 
loved ones, and the broader community im-
pacted by this tragic loss,” Three Rivers Chief 

Scott Turner said. 
“Emergency crews worked to en-

sure that every possible measure was 
taken. The Department offers its con-
dolences to all those mourning.”

Fire dept. offers condolences

THREE RIVERS — The 
Three Rivers Fire Department is 
reminding the community that 
residents of the village are eligi-
ble to receive free smoke and car-
bon monoxide detectors, courte-
sy of the department. 

“It is so important that 
homeowners, landlords and ten-
ants practice sound fire preven-
tion techniques,” said TRFD 
Firefighter Samantha Hoy, who 
serves as the Fire and Life Safety 
educator.

“In addition to planning, 
each home should ensure that 
smoke and carbon monoxide de-

tectors are in place and function-
ing.”

Residents are encouraged 
to contact the department by 
phone to request detectors and to 
schedule an appointment for in-
stallation. Crews are available 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. The Headquarters and 
Station House can be reached at 
413-283-7161. 

The department also added 
the reminder that it is mandatory 
for landlords to comply with fire 
codes requiring smoke detectors 
and carbon monoxide detectors.

Free smoke, carbon
monoxide detectors offered

ART SHOW   ❙  from page 1

Instead, Slozak said, “We’ll use the parking right 
here, behind the pool.”

The School Committee unanimously approved 
Slozak’s requests.

Summerfest will be held at Quarry Hill School on 
Saturday, June 24 starting at 5 p.m., with a rain date of 
Sunday, June 25.

MONSON  ❙  from page 1
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Comments?
Story Ideas?

Let us know 
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24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
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Your opinion is something 
we always want to hear. 

Call or contact us via email
mharrison@turley.com.
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Golf Tourney For Pets
Second Chance Animal Services’ 11th annual 

Charity Golf Tournament will be held at Cold Spring 
Country Club on Monday, July 24.

The event offers golfers a great golf outing on a 
world-class course and will benefit programs assisting 
the underserved at Second Chance Community Veteri-
nary Hospitals in the region.

Individuals and foursomes are welcome. Second 
Chance encourages golfers to purchase tickets early. 
Check in will be 9 a.m. and the tournament will com-
mence with a shotgun start at 10 a.m. Registration and 
information on sponsorships and item donations can be 
found at secondchanceanimals.org/events/golf/.  
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DEADLINE
The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at 
mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413-283-
8393 by noon on Mondays.
We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.
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Saturday, June 24th ~ 7pm-11pm

After Party

Wednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm
Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

Pool League
Sign Ups For 

Palmer Dart League

Upcoming Events

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All Welcome

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your 
Professional And Educational Goals

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at 
the Palmer Public 
Library, here to 
help you meet your 
educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

Contact Us
For More Information

413-283-2329
email: info@topfloorlearning.org

TUTORS 
NEEDED

For English Language Learners, 
HiSet Tutors:

English, Writing & Math

TUTORING AVAILABLE –
Meet your professional 
& educational needs.

English Language learning, 
HiSet preparation, 
Resume writing.

Call to ask about our next 
Computer Security class

Campus 
N o t e s

Holyoke
Community College

The following local students 
were named to the Dean’s List at 
Holyoke Community College for the 
spring 2023 semester: 

Macy Beth Jensen and Harrison 
Meitzler of Brimfield; Joshua Grang-
er, Lauren Marie Harris, Nicole Hel-
en Messina, Kristy Marie Piwcio, 
Bianca Marie Roncarati and Saman-
tha Ann Sevigne of Monson; Jocelyn 
Marie Benard, Matthew Shane Char-
ron-Smith, Colin William Doktor, 
Andrea Elizabeth Marie Morris and 
Rielle Renae Wynn of Palmer; Cath-
erine Rose Caney and Angela June 
Tindell-Gula of Three Rivers; and 
May Marie Adams and Esai Laferri-
ere of Wales.

A student is placed on the Dean’s 
List if their G.P.A. is 3.2 or higher. 

Fitchburg
State University

Charles L. Moran of Holland 
was named to the Dean’s List at 
Fitchburg State University for the 
spring 2023 semester.

A student is placed on the Dean’s 
List for the semester if an average 
grade of 3.20 or better is attained and 
the student is attending the university 
full time.

Western New England 
University

Western New England Univer-
sity recently announced the selec-
tion of Matthew Sweet of Monson to 
serve as one of 10 Orientation Group 
Leaders for the 2023 Summer Ori-
entation and Registration program. 
These student leaders will play a vi-
tal role in guiding incoming students 
and their families as they transition 
into the Western New England Uni-
versity community, a news release 
states.

The Orientation Group Leaders, 
known as OGLs, have been chosen 
based on their consistent demonstra-
tion of solid citizenship and active 
involvement within the Western New 
England community. Their selection 
was influenced by their exception-
al communication skills, leadership 
qualities, and ability to foster strong 
relationships with students and fam-
ilies alike.

The SOAR program at Western 
New England University serves as a 
cornerstone for academic readiness 
and the successful integration of new 
students into the university commu-
nity. OGLs will provide essential 
support and guidance to entering stu-
dents and parents, ensuring they re-
ceive the necessary information and 
structure for a smooth adjustment to 
the university environment.

Also, the following local stu-
dents were named to the Dean’s List 
at WNEU for the 2023 spring semes-
ter: Matthew Sweet of Monson, who 
is majoring in Creative Writing; Ka-
tie Burnham of Monson, who is ma-

joring in Psychology; Madison Cole 
of Palmer, who is majoring in Chem-
istry; Kathryn Henry of Palmer, who 
is majoring in Forensic Chemistry; 
Noah Lee of Palmer, who is major-
ing in Health Sciences; Elizabeth 
Shvetsov of Palmer, who is majoring 
in General Business; Grace Kaiser of 
Palmer, who is majoring in General 
Business; Jacob Crafts of Monson, 
who is majoring in Biomedical En-
gineering; and Maxfield Phaneuf of 
Brimfield, who is majoring in Civil 
Engineering/Environmental Engi-
neering.

American International 
College

The following local students 
recently received their degrees from 
American International College: 
Kerilyn Barrios of Palmer, Master of 
Science in Nursing; Andrew Rolinger 
of Brimfield, Master of Science; and 
Madison Paul of Palmer, Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing.

Muhlenberg College
Leia Resnick of Monson recent-

ly graduated Summa Cum Laude 
with a Bachelor of Arts in the Me-
dia and Communication Major and 
a Creative Writing & Journalism Mi-
nor from Muhlenberg College.

College President Kathleen Har-
ring presided over the ceremony, tell-
ing the graduates, “It has been a priv-
ilege to serve as your president and 
I am incredibly proud of you and all 
your outstanding accomplishments.”

University
of New England

Meghan Leach and Kaitlyn San-
tos, both of Monson, were named to 
the Dean’s List at the University of 
New England for the 2023 spring 
semester. Dean’s List students have 
attained a grade-point average of 3.3 
or better out of a possible 4.0 at the 
end of the semester.

Russell Sage College
Anna Breidenbach of Monson 

was named to the Dean’s List at Rus-
sell Sage College for the spring 2023 
semester. To be placed on the Dean’s 
List for the semester, a student must 
earn a grade-point average of 3.50 
or higher while carrying a minimum 
of 12 credits in courses graded A-F, 
with no grades of incomplete.

Norwich University
Two local students, Scott Kus-

tra of Monson and Dalton Maenpaa 
of Wales, were recognized on the 
Dean’s List at Norwich University 
for the 2023 spring semester. Full-
time undergraduate students who 
earned a semester grade-point av-
erage of at least 3.40 are awarded 
Dean’s List honors.

WARE- Country Bank re-
cently announced their newest 
promotions.

Jessica McGarry has been 
promoted to Senior Vice Presi-
dent, East Region Commercial 
Lending Team Lead. Jessica has 
over 20 years of experience in the 
banking industry and has been a 
commercial lender in the Worces-
ter market for the past ten years.

Shantie Prashad, Cindy Sauc-
ier, and Blair Robidoux have been 
promoted to Assistant Vice Presi-
dents, Retail Banking. 

Shantie Prashad has over 26 
years of sales and leadership ex-
perience. She graduated from The 
New England School for Finan-
cial Studies in 2022. and is highly 
active in the Worcester communi-
ty. She serves on the Board for the 
Learning First Foundation and the 
YWCA and serves as an Ambas-
sador for the Worcester Regional 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Cindy Saucier has over 20 
years of banking and leadership 
experience, serving as the Retail 
Banking Officer of the Charlton 

Banking Center. She graduated 
from the New England School for 
Financial Studies in 2021 and is a 
Board Member and Vice Chair for 
the Central Mass South Chamber 
of Commerce, along with various 
non-profits and committees within 
the Charlton community. 

Blair Robidoux currently 
leads the West Street Banking 
Center and has over 17 years 
of experience in the retail divi-
sion. Blair has held various roles 
throughout her tenure at Country 
Bank and graduated from the New 

England School for Financial 
Studies in 2019. 

“We are committed to help-
ing each team member identify 
their career goals and work with 
them to reach those objectives. 
Their performance contributes to 
the Bank’s overall success, and 
we’re pleased to be able to pro-
mote these individuals for their 
hard work and dedication to the 
organization,” said Miriam Siegel, 
first senior vice president, chief 
culture and development officer 
of Country Bank.

Jessica McGarry Shantie Prashad Blair Robidoux Cindy Saucier

Country Bank Announces Promotions

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – The Palmer 
School Committee shared closing 
remarks for the 2022-2023 school 
year, as well as plans moving for-
ward for 2023-2024. 

Old Mill Pond elementary 
school principal Holly Riopel said 
OMP has completed their data 
driven preparations. 

Riopel said the school’s inter-
vention team collects data at the 
beginning and end of the school 
year to analyze and identify 
strengths and weaknesses within 
the school. 

“We have a lot of positive 
things that have come out of this 
data…we also have a few areas 
that we will work on and address 
going into next year,” said Riopel. 

She added OMP has had “lots 
of staff” voice interest in starting 
clubs and after school activities. 

Some include a kindness 
club, fifth grade student council, a 
newspaper club and a book club. 

Riopel added OMP is ending 
the school year “on some high 
notes.”

OMP hosted preschool grad-
uation Wednesday June 7, kinder-
garten graduation Thursday June 
8, and fifth grade graduation Fri-
day June 9. 

She said all graduations were 
“very successful” and “very well 
attended.”

“Our preschool graduation 
had over 144 parents which is the 
highest we have ever had so we 
were super, super happy about 
that,” said Riopel. 

After graduation, students 
participated in a “block party”, 
held at the school and organized 
by the Parent Teacher Organiza-
tion.

“There were animals, there 
was dancing [and]  there was a 
dunk tank...hats off to PTO who 
really helped to pull off a wonder-
ful year,” said Riopel. 

The fifth grade students had 
their own “private glow party” 
inside and were allowed to stay a 
half hour later than the other stu-
dents. 

Riopel said it “boosted them 
up a little bit,” and made them feel 
“a little cooler because they stayed 
a little later.”

She acknowledged the cus-
todial staff and thanked them for 
their help throughout the year. 

She especially recognized 
the efforts and support of Inter-
im Director of Facilities Anthony 
Granger.

“It was so easy on my end to 
know that I had somebody who 
was actually executing what I 
needed,” said Riopel. 

Riopel also thanked the town 
Recreation Department, adding 
she “felt like we worked very well 
with them.”

She recognized their work 
clearing the school grounds and 
weed whacking the preschool play 
area. 

Palmer High School end of 
year remarks

Palmer High School principal 
Susan North shared her condo-
lences with the Pathfinder Region-
al High School community as they 
cope with the loss of a student. 

North said Palmer High 
School sent “all six of our adjust-
ment counselors and guidance 
counselors over to Pathfinder to 
help support the students and the 
staff.”

As the school year comes to 
an end, North said PHS has been 
working “for a smooth transition” 
for fifth graders to join the high 
school.  

PHS hosted a step up day 
earlier this month and invited fifth 
graders to the high school to play 
Kahoot on June 13.

“One of the 
questions was ‘who 
are the adminis-
trators at the high 
school?’ and all the 
students were able 
to answer it,” said 
North. 

Sixth grade ori-
entation will be held 
August 24 at 6 p.m 
in the auditorium.

North con-
gratulated retirees 
Heather Perron, 
Kathleen Pertiz and 
Chris Beaudry on 
their retirement. 

North acknowl-
edged their commit-
ment to the district 
with Perron work-
ing for the Palmer 
public schools for 

23 years, Pertiz for 25 years and 
Beaudry for 35 years.

“That alone says a lot about 
Palmer public schools and what an 
amazing school district we are…” 
said North. 

She added “these individuals 
have impacted so many students 
and they will be missed tremen-
dously.”

Finance Report 
Interim Director of Finance 

and Operations Sara Menard said 
the district is “on track to where 
we should be at this point in the 
year.”

“We have asked all the de-
partments to go back through 
[and] double check that all of the 
invoices that they have, have been 
received,” said Menard.

Menard said some line items 
may have increased since April 
as a result of paying invoices 
that may have fallen “through the 
cracks earlier in the year.” 

She added the district also 
saw an increase in solar charges 
due to a rate increase in May.

There are no additional up-
dates on purchasing a generator 
for OMP. 

Interim Superintendent Col-
leen Culligan said “part of what 
we plan to do over the summer 
is look at our capital expenses in 
general.”

She added there are Elemen-
tary and Secondary School Emer-
gency Relief funds available that 

the school may be able to use to 
purchase a generator. 

However, “we don’t know 
what qualifies for that and what 
does not so we are going to be 
making a lot of applications for 
that in September,” said Culligan.

Menard said she attended a 
Budget Subcommittee meeting for 
Town Council and was able “to 
observe the budget discussion.”

“At the end of the meeting we 
did get up to the school’s budget…
They asked for us to provide some 
more details,” said Menard. 

She said they were able to 
provide the information request-
ed and are willing to attend more 
Budget Subcommittee meetings to 
answer any other questions. 

Approvals
The Committee unanimously 

voted in favor of approving Cathy 
Les’, Kids Corner Director,  re-
quest to host an out of state field 
trip to Hartford Connecticut, Au-
gust 3.

The field trip will allow 75 
students to visit the Connecticut 
Science Center with no additional 
costs to students. 

The trip will be funded by the 
Kids Corner general funds, with a 
chaperone ratio of one chaperone 
to seven students. 

Two nurses will also attend 
the trip and students will be trans-
ported by bus. 

Palmer School Committee hosts final meeting
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Viewpoints

In our family we get the privilege of 
requesting a special dessert to cele-
brate birthdays or other special occa-

sions.  
My husband asked for a strawberry 

pie for Father’s Day. My oldest daughter 
made the crust while my youngest and I 
picked the strawberries.  

After making a sauce with half the 
berries we mixed it with the other half 
of chopped fruit and poured it into the 
crust. Now to 
wait two hours 
while it chills. 

We’ll whip 
up some cream 
and, voila! The 
taste of summer 
in my opinion!

I love hav-
ing a small 
patch of straw-
berries in my 
garden.  I think 
I am in year 
four or five with this particular planting.  

I’ve thinned and replanted but I am 
starting to worry that having them in 
close to the same spot for this length of 
time has lured a strawberry-specific bug 
to the garden.  Let’s learn about this bug 
and maybe figure out a game plan as to 
how to combat it.

Many of my riper strawberries have 
damage consisting of circular holes, 
some of which go deep into the fruit. 
Occasionally there will be a beetle inside 
the strawberry, caught in the act.  

Upon closer examination, I’ve de-
termined them to be the strawberry sap 
beetle.  

It’s tiny, measuring less than one 
eighth of an inch long, brown, and oval 
shaped. They are drawn to ripe fruit and 
because of this, we can come up with 
creative ways as to how to catch them.  

Pesticides are shown not to work - 
nor would we want to use them on fruit 
we are ready to eat!  

Folks have had good luck with traps 
of stale beer, vinegar, fermenting juice, 
or a mixture of water, molasses and yeast. 

Add a few inches of the liquid of 
your choice into a bucket or other deep 
container placed outside, but near the 
strawberry patch. Typically the insect 
will get lured in and drown.

This type of trap, albeit shallower, 
will also catch slugs.  

Slug holes on strawberries are ir-
regularly shaped, not circular, and most 

often they extend into the fruit as if the 
critter is eating its way through it.  

A basin or saucer, even a pie plate 
buried to soil surface level will catch 
slugs when they come out of hiding to 
feed.  Empty these types of traps every 
few days, replacing the liquid.

I’m a bit nostalgic today. Thinking 
of my own dad, of course!  

If he were still alive his pie of choice 
would have been apple, not a la mode, 

but topped 
with a piece of 
cheese!  

One thing 
I am experienc-
ing in my mini 
orchard right 
now is “June 
drop.”  While 
my apple or-
chard is still 
too young to 
bear many ap-
ples, there are 

tiny apples at the base of my best bearing 
tree. 

Some say that June drop is due to 
pollination problems; others surmise that 
it is caused by a competition for carbohy-
drates. Roots and shoots are competing 
with the newly formed apples and some-
times there isn’t enough to go around.  

I had always thought that insects 
were to blame. Regardless, June drop 
isn’t necessarily a bad thing.  

We are taught to thin clusters of fruit 
so that individual fruits get to a respect-
able size.  This is Mother Nature taking 
care of that for us.  

Therefore, if you do plan on thin-
ning, it is best to wait and see what hap-
pens between now and the first week of 
July before you thin down to one or two 
fruits per cluster.

Well, the strawberry pie was a big 
hit.  I’m already thinking about the left-
overs for tomorrow’s dessert and what 
pie I’ll have for my next big day.  

Blueberry, anyone?
Roberta McQuaid graduated from 

the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

It’s all about the pie

Letters to 
the editor 
policy

Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500-
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author-
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., 
Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
mharrison@turley.com

The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon.

Election letters 
to the editor 

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to mharrison@turley.com. Please in-
clude a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Michael Harrison at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register.

Will work earnings 
affect my Social
Security at age 80?

Dear Rusty: I am 80 years old, and I re-
ceive monthly Social Security benefits, but I’m 
thinking about returning to work. At this age, 
am I limited in how much income I generate 
without affecting my benefit? If so, how much 
can I earn without affecting it?

Signed: Spry Octogenarian.

Dear Spry Octogenarian: Since you have 
already reached your Full Retirement Age for 
Social Security’s purposes, you can earn as 
much income from working as you like with-
out your monthly Social Security payment 
being affected. Social Security’s earnings test 
applies only to those who collect benefits be-
fore reaching their full retirement age, which is 
somewhere between age 66 and 67, depending 
on year of birth.  

However, although the earnings test will 
not apply to you, it’s important to know that 
Social Security benefits are subject to income 
tax if the annual combined income from all 
sources, also known as your “Modified Adjust-
ed Gross Income” exceeds certain thresholds. 
The  income tax filing status is an influencing 
factor - if filing as a single and the MAGI is 
more than $25,000 or filing as “married/joint-
ly” and the MAGI is more than $32,000, then 
50% of the SS benefits you received during the 
tax year becomes part of the overall taxable 
income. And if your MAGI as a single filer is 
more than $34,000 or, as a married filer more 
than $44,000, then up to 85% of the SS benefits 
you receive during the tax year becomes part 
of your overall taxable income at your standard 
IRS income tax rate. Thus, returning to work 
may result in Social Security benefits unex-
pectedly becoming taxable income. 

For complete clarity, the “MAGI” is reg-
ular Adjusted Gross Income on income tax re-
turn, plus 50% of the Social Security benefits 
a person received during the tax year, plus any 
other non-taxable income (except Roth IRA 
withdrawals) they may have had. 

So, while earnings from working at age 80 
and beyond will not affect the monthly Social 
Security benefit payment, you may - depending 
on the total income or “MAGI” - find that your 
Social Security benefits will become taxable if 
the combined income from all sources exceeds 
the above thresholds. And if your benefits will 
become taxable, you may wish to consider hav-
ing income taxes withheld from your monthly 
Social Security payments, which you can do by 
submitting IRS form W-4V to your local Social 
Security field office. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the Association Mature 
American Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social Securi-
ty Association. NSSA and the AMAC Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.

inthe
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GUEST OPINION

What drew me to 
caring for people 
in my community

By Hannah Niemiec

I have wanted to be a nurse since I was young.
My journey into the health field began while in high 

school when I signed up for a Certified Nurse Assistant 
program and this started me on my career path. Since 
graduating from nursing school, I completed the Bay-
state Health Nurse Residency Program and have been 
working at Baystate Wing Hospital since July, 2022. 

I completed my one-on-one preceptorship for 
nursing school at Baystate Wing on the Med/Surg Unit 
during my last semester of nursing school. Being able 
to start a job on the same floor I had done my clini-
cal rotation on gave me great headway in the world of 
nursing and I felt so welcome in the unit when I took a 
full-time job there.

I became a nurse to make a difference. I love being 
able to be a light to my patients on some of their darkest 
days. Caring for people living in my community is an-
other important part of what I do, and I am proud of the 
knowledge, compassion, and skill that go into the care I 
provide each shift I work. 

I love coming to work! 
Each day I learn something new, from skills, to fun 

facts, and about different diseases. Being a nurse means 
being committed to constant learning, practice, and re-
flection for continuous improvement.

My favorite moments with patients are the every-
day moments of caring for them and spending time get-
ting to know them better. I love when I can discharge 
a patient home and can see the improvement they have 
made. I love when they thank our team for the care we 
have given them that makes them feel better and able 
to go home with the education we give them to stay 
healthy.

We have a great team, and we work so well togeth-
er. Our team makes each member feel welcomed and 
valued. I am grateful for the great relationship I have 
with all my coworkers. The Patient Care Technicians 
I work with daily play a huge role in the care I give to 
each patient. We all work side by side and make each 
day a good day while taking care of our patients as a 
team from admission to discharge.

I make compassionate connections with my pa-
tients each shift. Each connection I make is different 
and how to make that connection sometimes has to 
change based on the patient and their personalities. Be-
cause I am from the local area and live in the communi-
ty, I can relate to my patients many times.

Something many people would find surprising 
about being a nurse is a nurse’s role is more than just 
being a nurse. We can have different roles each day de-
pending on the needs of our patients. Many would not 
know how many different types of patients/diagnoses 
and skills we use and see on a day-to-day basis. 

These experiences help build a good foundation for 
each nurse. I am grateful for the team I work with each 
day.  

Hannah Niemiec, BSN, RN, works in the Med/
Surg Unit at Baystate Wing Hospital in Palmer. For 
more information visit Baystatehealth.org/wing

Before the memory of the re-
cent debt ceiling negotiations dis-
appears and we confront the next 
new drama in Washington, let’s 
pause a moment to acknowledge 
what just happened. 

You can debate from here to 
eternity whether the American 
people were winners or losers in 
the deal (I’d say winners because 
the government didn’t default; los-
ers because we had to go through 
the whole charade in the first 
place) but what’s not debatable is 
one key point: Congress and the 
White House provided a lesson in 
how negotiations and bipartisan-
ship are supposed to work.

We live in an era when this 
can seem impossible, as hard-line 
conservatives in the GOP and a 
few determined progressives in the 
Democratic party try to push pol-
icy to the extremes and appear to 
reject the idea of even talking to 
the other side. But Washington has 
a way of imposing the discipline 
of hard numbers – in this case, a 
House controlled by Republicans 
with a bare majority; a Senate with 
a very small Democratic margin; 

and a presidency in Democrats’ 
hands. 

For either side to make prog-
ress, they have to negotiate with 
the other.

What’s easy to forget is that 
this has been the norm for more 
than a half century. Of the 28 Con-
gresses since 1969, 19 have been 
divided (if you include the 107th, 
which began and ended under uni-
fied Republican control, but for 
most of its two-year length was di-
vided because of a senator’s party 
switch).

Anyone who’s spent time in 
the nation’s capital during this 
long era of mostly divided gov-
ernment knows that with power so 
distributed, there is no single path 
to success in trying to make the 
Congress work. As long as they’re 
playing by the rules, the chief way 
to judge success is by the results. 
And on that front, the debt ceiling 
debate was a success – even if the 
harder-core members of the GOP 
caucus in the House are now trying 
to punish Speaker Kevin McCarthy 
for the deal he struck.

You may know the broad out-

line of the agreement: It buys the 
government two more years before 
the next debt ceiling clash; impos-
es a freeze on some federal spend-
ing; broadens work requirements 
for food stamps; and makes other 
changes designed to appeal to ei-
ther Republicans or Democrats. 
As The New York Times’ Catie 
Edmondson wrote after it passed, 
“The compromise was structured 
with the aim of enticing votes from 
both parties. It allowed Republi-
cans…to say that they succeeded 
in reducing some federal spending 
– even as funding for the military 
and veterans’ programs would 
continue to grow – while allowing 
Democrats to say they spared most 
domestic programs from the severe 
cuts.”

 This allowed both McCarthy 
and President Joe Biden – and their 
parties – to claim victory. In a set 
of negotiations like this, that’s ac-
tually what you’re aiming for: the 
ability for everyone to walk away 
saying, “This is what I’ve done for 
you.” It’s a classic illustration of 
how democracy works, especially 
when political leaders are content 
to share credit. In an analysis after 
the bill passed, longtime Times 
Washington correspondent Peter 
Baker noted, “The president’s ap-
proach to the negotiations – and 
especially their aftermath – reflects 

a half-century of bargaining in 
Washington. When someone has 
been around the track as long as 
Mr. Biden has, resisting the temp-
tation to spike the ball and claim 
victory can be critical to actually 
securing the victory in the first 
place.”

The recent floor rebellion by 
some disgruntled members of Mc-
Carthy’s caucus is a reminder that 
none of this is easy. But the over-
whelming majority by which the 
debt ceiling compromise passed in 
both houses is also a reminder that, 
when the chips are down, many 
members can remember a key fact 
about life on Capitol Hill: You 
have to be flexible and work with 
what you can patch together when 
you’re trying to lead the country. 

That’s what our system offers 
– the chance for political leaders to 
do their jobs and make democracy 
work.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Ad-
visor for the Indiana University 
Center on Representative Govern-
ment; a Distinguished Scholar at 
the IU Hamilton Lugar School of 
Global and International Studies; 
and a Professor of Practice at the 
IU O’Neill School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs. He was a 
member of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives for 34 years.

Comments on
  Congress

By Lee Hamilton

This is how divided
government should work

Green-tailed towhee

I received a note from a Williamsburg resident along 
with a newspaper clipping about a green-tailed to-
whee spotted in Newport, Rhode Island at Sachuest 

Point National Wildlife Refuge. 
She said they are native to the Southwestern Unit-

ed States and “having gotten so far, they might be here 
any day now.” The green-tailed towhee is the smallest 
towhee. They are small, but chunky songbirds with a 
big head, stocky body and a medium to long tail. Their 
bill is thick.

They are fairly common in the western mountains 
and spend most of their time in dense, low thickets 
where they forages on the ground. It has a gray body, 
fairly greenish wings and tail with a rufous crown and 
white throat. These towhees do sometimes wander east.

The female lays three to four white eggs with heavy 
dots of brown or gray, often concentrated at the larger 
end of the egg. They build their nests on the ground or 
in low shrubs. It is a large, deep cup loosely made of 
twigs, grass, weeds, strips of bark and lined with finer 
grasses, rootlets and animal hair. 

They eat mainly seeds and insects, but they will 
sometimes feed on berries or small fruits. They make a 
cat like meowing sound.

Best cities for birdwatching
New York, New York recently was ranked the 

number one city for birdwatching; I assume because of 

in my

By Ellenor Downer
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trict throughout different periods. 
One staff response read, “there 

has been a shift since COVID and the 
teacher shortage is being more valued. 
Prior to this I felt more expendable.” 

Another respondent wrote, “in pre-
vious years this would have been ‘dis-
agree,’ however, things have shifted 
and are moving in the right direction.”

When asked if employees felt sup-
ported by the School Committee, 7% 
strongly agreed, 26% agreed, 52% se-
lected neutral, 10% disagreed and 7% 
strongly disagreed. 

One employee wrote they “have 
no interaction with them,” while an-
other said “at times [it] feels like the 
School Committee caters more to the 
requests of students and parents than 
the expertise of staff members.”

Over 75% of survey participants 
responded that they felt supported by 
the Palmer School District administra-
tion. 

“Our administrators have been 
most supportive,” said one respondent, 
adding “they are exceptional leaders 
and great role models for staff and stu-
dents.”

Another employee said, “the High 
School administrators have supported 
my role as an educator to a great de-
gree.”

Nearly one third of the participants 
selected neutral when asked if they be-
lieved their feedback was heard and 
valued. 

Lupini said this result was one 
he wondered about, as it is “usually a 
question people have an opinion on, 
one way or another.”

Despite the amount of neutral re-
sponses, 57% of people responded 
positively to feeling their feedback is 
heard and valued. 

One employee responded that 
“this survey makes [them] hopeful,” 
while another said they believe there 
is “no time for real conversation about 
what is best for the kids.” 

Disciplinary actions
Although responses were consis-

tent between the two schools through-
out most of the survey results, Lupini 
observed a “big difference” in how em-
ployees believe their school’s address 
disciplinary matters.

The data revealed 20% of the 165 
respondents agreed their school’s disci-
plinary systems were clear and consis-
tent, with over 35% responding neutral 
and nearly 30% disagreeing. 

Old Mill Pond results showed 36% 
of respondents agreed disciplinary sys-
tems are clear and concise, though 40% 
responded neutral and 20% disagreed. 

Palmer High responses showed 
42% of respondents disagreed, with 
13% strongly disagreeing.

One respondent said, “there are 
different understandings of how to 
enforce expectations throughout the 
building.”

Another added they believe “the 
systems are clear but they don’t seem 
to be effective.”

Dress code
When asked if the school dress 

code should be discussed and updated, 
30% strongly agreed, 27% agreed and 
29% answered neutral. 

One respondent said they “do not 
feel a student’s attire has any impact on 
their learning ability or the learning of 
others.”

Another said they believe it is “a 
major issue… students push the limits 
with dressing for school on a daily ba-
sis.” 

They added, “it is a very complex 
issue and very challenging for a male 
teacher to address issues with female 
students.”

Improvement plans
When asked if the District im-

provement plan and school improve-
ment plan drive instruction and im-
prove student achievement, 52% of 
participants answered neutral. 

One response said the participant 
didn’t “know what these are.” 

Another said, “our District im-
provement plan is not routinely shared 
out and/or discussed with our staff.”

Nearly 70% of respondents agreed 
that the District is aware of and invest-
ed in the social emotional concerns of 
students. 

One response said, “the social and 
emotional concerns for our students are 
changing and evolving almost as quick-
ly as we can put things into place.”

Another responded “there is much 
room for improvement in this area in-
cluding the creation of a social emo-
tional learning committee to spearhead 
district wide practices.”

While 50% of employees an-
swered they believed the District com-
municates clearly to employees on im-
portant issues, 30% responded neutral. 

Some responses said, “commu-
nication could be clear,” and “many 
things are communicated last minute.”

One respondent believes commu-
nication “has improved considerably at 
the building level but still only as su-
perficial communications to all staff.”

Curriculum
When asked if employees believe 

the current curriculum material en-
hances their ability to provide rigorous 
instruction to students, 37% agreed and 
18% of respondents strongly agreed.

One employee suggested “the el-
ementary school is in dire need of an 
updated science and social studies 
curriculum,” adding “math and ELA 
[courses] would be worthwhile.”

Another suggested the addition of 
a curriculum director. 

Although 20% of respondents an-
swered they agree the District profes-
sional development offerings are rele-
vant and meaningful, 35% responded 
neutral, while 25% disagree and 13 
strongly disagree.

One employee said they believe 
“paraprofessionals need their own de-
velopment which is different from the 
teachers.”

Morale
When asked if employees believe 

the District morale is trending in a more 
positive direction, one employee said 
they “somewhat agree but I think it’s 
going to be a long process after what 
the past administrations have done.”

Another responded they “regularly 
see our administrative team going out 
of their way to create a positive envi-
ronment and I truly appreciate those 
efforts.”

However, they “the current state of 
public education is extremely stressful 
and I often see colleagues who are ex-
hausted and discouraged.”

Over 50% of respondents said they 
agreed the morale is trending in a more 
positive direction, though nearly 30% 
responded neutral. 

Lupini recommendented new su-
perintendent Francis use these survey 
results, “as a basis for his entry plan 
work with administration, educators, 
the community and School Commit-
tee.”

He suggested that future employ-
ee surveys “not allow for a neutral re-
sponse,” and “include additional demo-
graphic questions in order to allow for 
additional analyses of results.”

School Committee member San-
dra Noonan thanked those who an-
swered the survey.

“I think we have some work to do 
as a School Committee in maybe mak-
ing ourselves more visible and more 
present to members,” said Noonan. 

Committee member Erica Nadeau 
said the responses “were really good to 
hear,” adding the Committee appreciat-
ed the honest feedback.

She said without the honest feed-
back, “both positive and critical,” the 
Committee would not know what to do 
“to move forward.”

over and “things were going to 
be different this time,” as he had 
started a relationship with some-
one else.

“It was so heartbreaking to 
try to change her mind that [she 
didn’t] deserve what was happen-
ing to her,” said Rivest. 

Rivest was only 18 at the 
time and, being the youngest sib-
ling, learned a lot from her older 
sister. “So much of my self worth 
came from her,” she said.

“[Domestic violence] 
doesn’t discriminate…it’s not 
a place for judgment, anger or 
retaliation…It’s a place of un-
derstanding…this can happen to 
anyone,” said Rivest.

Proceeds from the event are 
donated to local agencies that 
provide services for domestic 
violence, including shelters and 
programs that offer assistance as 
well as education. 

One program is Alianza Do-
mestic Violence shelter in Holy-
oke. 

Rivest believes Carol would 
have benefited from resources 
such as therapy and programs 
that provide access to more op-
portunities as “many people feel 
stuck.”

“I know she wanted better, 
she was a great big sister,” said 
Rivest. 

She added Carol was a 
young, devoted mother, who 
“loved an adventure.” 

“She had a beautiful smile…

and had a way of talking people 
into things,” said Rivest.

Carol had dreams of further-
ing her education to become an 
administrative assistant. 

After her passing, Rivest said 
she had been donating to shelters 
and domestic violence awareness 
programs, long before establish-
ing CRMF. 

“I decided down the road 
that maybe I could donate a little 
more money and speak more of-
ten,” said Rivest. 

Rivest participated in an Ac-
countability Program for many 
years at the Hampden County jail 
where she shared Carol’s story 
with inmates and explained how 
“their actions are a ripple effect.”

“I was actually healing by 
telling her story…it was a relief 
for me she didn’t 
die in vain,” said 
Rivest. 

She added 
throughout the 
years she has had 
“so many people” 
come up to her and 
share their stories. 

Domestic vi-
olence is “not all 
physical - it is ver-
bal, emotional and 
monetary abuse,” 

said Rivest. 
She added it “is not a person-

al matter,” and people should talk 
about it.

Rivest said the 2022 benefit 
raised nearly $17,000 towards 
the cause and she hopes to raise 
as much or more this year.

Raffle baskets include donat-
ed prizes from local businesses, 
community members and local 
government agencies. 

Rivest said some of the most 
popular raffle prizes include Ad-
irondack chairs donated by the 
Hampden County Jail and House 
of Corrections in Ludlow as well 
as a handcrafted guitar donated 
by family friend Paul Pelletier. 

Rivest recognized the com-
mitment of Board members Lisa 
Lin Allen, Sarah Gloster, Lindsey 

LaFlamme and Kim McClintock, 
adding they are “amazing.”

“We are so thankful for all 
the support,” said Rivest.

She included a special thank 
you to Westview Farms Cream-
ery owners Donnie Foster, Kathy 
Foster and Kevin O’Malley. 

To enjoy a fun-filled day 
with hay rides, live music and 
take a chance to win raffle priz-
es while supporting a great 
cause, swing by Westview Farms 
Creamery this Saturday between 
noon-7 p.m. 

For those who would like to 
support the cause and are unable 
to attend the benefit, please visit 
https://carolrivestfoundation.org/
make-a-donation/ to donate. 

MONSON – Monson Sav-
ings Bank recently made a 
$1,000 donation to The Women’s 
Empowerment Scholarship. 

Dan Moriarty, President 
and CEO of Monson Savings 
Bank met with Cori Medeiros, 
vice president of The Women’s 
Empowerment Scholarship, to 
present the donation on behalf of 
Monson Savings Bank. 

“Our community members 
chose The Women’s Empower-
ment Scholarship as a donation 
recipient through our Community 
Giving Initiative voting,” Moriar-
ty said.

“Monson Savings is honored 
to support this organization. We 
know that this donation will help 
support local women reach their 
education goals.”

As a 501 (c) 3 non-profit 
organization, The Women’s Em-
powerment Scholarship works 
to empower females by encour-
aging and empowering them to 
pursue higher education, a news 

release states. The foundation 
provides educational grants to 
women while paying special at-
tention to women entering one 
of many male-dominated career 
paths, including, but not limited 
to, science, technology, engineer-
ing, finance, and law. 

In aiding women financial-
ly, the Women’s Empowerment 
Scholarship team aims to propel 
their careers and allow them to 
shatter all glass ceilings and ste-
reotypes. Learn more at women-
sempowermentscholarship.org. 

“The repeated support we 
have received from my home-
town bank is so meaningful to 
me,” said Bailey Medeiros, pres-
ident and founder of The Wom-
en’s Empowerment Scholarship.

“Our organization awards fe-
males educational grants so that 
they can further their education. 
This would not be possible with-
out our supporters. I can’t thank 
Monson Savings Bank enough 
for once again holding the Com-

munity Giving Initiative.”
To learn more about Monson 

Savings Bank’s commitment to 
the local communities, visit mon-
sonsavings.bank. To learn more 

about The Women’s Empower-
ment Scholarship, go to women-
sempowermentscholarship.org.

Contributed photo

Dan Moriarty, Monson Savings Bank President and CEO, recently pre-
sented a donation to Cori Medeiros, vice president of The Women’s 
Empowerment Scholarship.

Monson Savings Bank donates $1,000 to 
Empowerment Scholarship

RIVEST  ❙  from page 1

Submitted Photos

Front row from left are Gianna Fusco and Bella Fusco. Back row from left are Jesse Rivest, Hailey Rivest, Ian 
Kelly, Lindsey LaFlamme and Robert Rivest. 

The Carol Rivest 
Memorial Foundation 

will hold its annual 
benefit at Westview 
Farms Creamery on 
Saturday, June 24 
from noon-7 p.m.

PALMER  ❙  from page 1

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Understand 

intuitively
5. Two of something
9. Not involving 

computer tech
11. Acclaimed
13. Undermine
15. The condition of 

being concealed 
or hidden

16. Irritate
17. The process of 

developing a 
theory

19. Ceramic jar
21. Not fresh
22. Dad’s fashion 

accessory
23. Popular review 

site
25. New Mexico 

county
26. ‘__ death do us 

part
27. Fees
29. Takes with force

31. One-time 
Yankees rookie 
sensation

33. Gordon and 
Snider are two

34. Body parts
36. Arranges
38. Fiddler crabs
39. Mimics
41. Witnesses
43. They __
44. Lasso
46. Runs down
48. In response to
52. Bird-like 

dinosaur
53. Metamorphic 

stages
54. Conditions of 

incapacity
56. Sodas are sold 

in these units
57. Break away 

from
58. Ethereal
59. Boggy

CLUES DOWN
1. Mangled
2. Ruffled some 

feathers
3. Not young
4. Lakers legend
5. Nocturnal S. 

American rodent
6. Direction 

(Scottish)
7. Intestinal 

inflammation
8. Spring back in 

fear
9. Owl genus
10. Girls
11. Unbeliefs
12. Force unit
14. Expired trade 

agreement
15. Went alone
18. Animal noises
20. Woman who 

graduated 
from a specific 
school

24. The very top

26. Organs in 
males

28. Earnings
30. Z Z Z
32. Reddish browns
34. A salt or ester 

of acetic acid
35. A place to get 

off your feet
37. More 

disreputable
38. Kidney 

condition
40. Cease moving
42. Quick
43. Extra seed 

covering
45. “Survivor: 

Panama” winner
47. Six
49. One who 

inspects lamps
50. Small parrot
51. Primordial 

matter of the 
universe

55. __ fi (slang)

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

EAST BROOKFIELD —  Second 
Chance Animal Services recently re-
ceived a $5,000 grant investment from 
national nonprofit Petco Love in support 
of their life-saving work for animals in 
Massachusetts.

According to a news release, Pet-
co Love is a national nonprofit leading 
change for pets by harnessing the pow-
er of love to make communities and pet 
families closer, stronger, and healthier. 
Since its founding in 1999, Petco Love 
has invested $350 million in adoption 
and other lifesaving efforts. Petco Love 
helps find loving homes for pets in part-
nership with Petco and more than 4,000 
organizations – like Second Chance – 
across North America, with 6.7 million 
pets adopted and counting. 

“Our investment in Second Chance 
is part of more than $15M in investments 
recently announced by Petco Love to 
power local organizations across the 
country as part of our commitment to 
create a future in which no pet is unnec-
essarily euthanized,” said Susanne Ko-
gut, president of Petco Love. 

“Our local investments are only 
part of our strategy to empower animal 
lovers to drive lifesaving change right 
alongside us. We recently launched Pet-

co Love Lost, a national lost and found 
database that uses patented image-recog-
nition technology to simplify the search 
for lost pets.”

The donation was well appreciated.
 “We are extremely grateful to Petco 

Love for their continued support,” said 
Sheryl Blancato, CEO and Founder of 
Second Chance.

“This generous, lifesaving invest-
ment helps provide care for homeless 
pets who come to Second Chance with 
great medical needs. It is awe inspiring 
to see these pets get their second chance 
with loving families here in our commu-
nity.” 

Second Chance is a nonprofit or-
ganization that helps over 44,000 pets 
a year to live better lives through four 
community veterinary hospitals that 
provide access to full-service care in 
addition to adoption services, a pet food 
pantry program and more. Since 1999, 
Second Chance has been helping pets in 
Massachusetts and beyond. At the end 
of 2022, the nonprofit had helped over 
337,000 pets.

For more information about Second 
Chance, visit secondchanceanimals.org. 
Learn more about Petco Love here: pet-
colove.org.

PALMER — Cub Scouts and 
families of Cub Scout Pack 164 re-
cently attended CubClave at Horace 
A. Moses Scout Reservation in Rus-
sell.

At the facility, they joined the 
Arrowmen of Pocumtuc Lodge in a 
day full of Bigfoot-themed activities, 
including archery, rock climbing, 
leatherworking, crafting and scaven-
ger hunting.

Pikes Peak, the tallest BSA 
climbing tower in the Northeast, was 
the favorite stop as parents and Cub 
Scouts attempted to reach the top — 
with one Cub Scout able to make it 
all the way.

In leatherworking and craft-

ing, Cub Scouts used tools to make 
items out of leather and crafted their 
own Bigfoot mask. In archery, they 
learned the rules of using the range 
and were able to take aim for some 
target practice.

Cub Scout Pack 164 welcomes 
children in kindergarten through fifth 
grade. The pack is chartered by Sec-
ond Congregational Church in Palm-
er and is part of the BSA Scouting 
family of Cub Scout Pack 164 (grades 
K-5) and Scouts BSA Troops 5164 
and 64 (ages 10.5-18). 

To learn more about pack and 
troops, send an email to bsarecruit-
er164@gmail.com or visit Cub Scout 
Pack 164 Palmer on Facebook.

SOUTH HADLEY — Author 
Tzivia Gover will present a pro-
gram called “Dreaming on the Page: 
Tap into Your Midnight Mind with 
Dreams and Writing” at 3:30 p.m. 
on Friday, June 30, at Gaylord Me-
morial Library.

According to a news release, 
the work-
shop will 
help aspir-
ing writers 
“Learn how 
to use the 
science and 
psychology 
of sleep, 
dreams, and 
m i n d f u l -
ness to su-
percharge 
your cre-
ativity and 
wake up to 
your best 
life.”

T h e 
p r o g r a m 
will include 
a discus-
sion on 

how anyone can benefit from the 
‘Dreaming on the Page’ method 
whether you remember your dreams 
or not and whether or not you con-
sider yourself a writer. Bring a pen 
and prepare to be inspired.

A resident of Western Mass., 
Gover is a certified dreamwork pro-
fessional and the author of several 
books, including “How to Sleep 
Tight Through the Night” (with 
Lesléa Newman) and “The Mind-
ful Way to a Good Night’s Sleep,” 
among others. Using a unique 
blend of dreamwork and mindful-
ness-based practices, she awakens 
people to the extraordinary joy, 
beauty and wisdom hidden within 
the ordinary moments of daily life 
and has led events at the Esalen 
Institute, Sivananda Ashram Yoga 
Retreat, the New York Open Center 
and a variety of conferences, col-
leges and universities, among many 
others.

For more information, visit her 
website at TziviaGover.com. 

Gaylord Memorial Library is 
located at 47 College Street. To 
learn  more, visit the library or call 
413-538-5047.

Submitted Photo

A sculpture by Juliet Bacchas featuring her mother may 
be admired in the gardens at the studio on Reimers 
Road in Monson.

Local potter 
featured on site for 
artistic businesses

MONSON — Juliet Bacchas, a co-owner of Juliet 
Rose Pottery Studio, will be featured for the month of 
July on ArtsyShark.com, a national website for artistic 
businesses. 

The website, which contains hundreds of articles 
on the business of art offers marketing and sales tips, 
inspiration, out-of-the-box ideas and opportunities 
to grow as a creative entrepreneur. ArtsyShark.com’s 
focus is on publishing information that is useful for 
readers and artists who are business owners. It features 
articles that are complete free of charge, and available 
24/7. It offers local artists an opportunity to meet a wide 
audience.

Bacchas was accepted for the site through a com-
petitive process offered to all submitting artists. Each 
artist features the portfolio of a single artist and tells 
their story in the artist’s own words. Links in the article 
send traffic to the artist’s website as well as their social 
media profiles. This gives artists the opportunity to sell 
their work, build awareness, and grow their email list 
for follow up purposes..

Bacchas is co-owner with Linda Spelko of Juliet 
Rose Pottery Studio located at 191 Reimers Road in 
Monson. Their studio is widely patronized by area lov-
ers of beautiful handmade ceramic art and functional 
pottery. Bacchas responded to the website call for artist 
information with her artistic biography and story of the 
studio and is delighted to find her story featured on art-
syshark.com complete with photographs of her work. 

To see more information about Bacchas and the Ju-
liet Rose Pottery Studio, go to artsyshark.com.

Submitted photo

Katerina K., with the help of her father, works on a project using leatherworking 
tools during a day of activity at CubClave.

Pack 164 has a day of
adventure at CubClave event

Second Chance gets some 
‘Love’ from national nonprofit

NORTHAMPTON — Pioneer 
Valley Performing Arts Charter Public 
School’s Class of 2023 celebrated their 
graduation on Thursday, June 9, at The 
Academy of Music before a sold out 
house of family, friends, and faculty and 
staff from the school. 

According to a news release, the 
crowd welcomed the Class of 2023 with 
thunderous applause as they danced 
down the aisle to PVPA’s House Band 
playing a medley of Jimi Hendrix, Cur-
tis Mayfield and…not your usual “Pomp 
and Circumstance.”

A poignant short film, produced 
by graduating senior Ariana Felici, 
played next, featuring photos of many 
of the seniors throughout their time at 
South Hadley-based PVPA set to Phoe-
be Bridgers and Maria Taylor’s version 
of “Summer’s End.” Dance and musical 
performances by graduating seniors were 
interspersed between inspiring speeches 
by students and faculty.

Before giving his speech as Senior 
Class President, Firas Hashmi was pre-
sented with a Four-Year Type 1 Air Force 
Reserve Officers Training Corps schol-
arship funded by the U.S. Space Force, 
covering the full cost of his tuition to 
attend the University of Chicago. Firas 
shared that PVPA’s unique community 
offered him “a sense of belonging and 
educational freedom” where he could 

be accepted 
and appre-
ciated in his 
interests to 
be both a 
Space Force 
Officer and, 
on the side, 
a pipe or-
ganist. 

In a 
celebration 
of PVPA’s 
a p p r e c i a -
tion of their 
d i v e r s e 
community, 
Black Stu-
dent Union 
P r e s i d e n t 
T h a n d i -
we Delga-
do-Kinyatti 
and Latinx 
S t u d e n t 
Union Pres-

ident Ryan Gordon spoke next, taking 
turns sharing their speech in Swahili and 
Spanish, alternating with translations to 
English. They spoke of how lucky they 
felt to have classmates and teachers from 
“different walks of life, different cul-
tures, languages, and interests.”

Thandiwe and Ryan celebrated PV-
PA’s learning traditions where the “arts 
and the academics are fused together 
to make a wonderful world of interdis-
ciplinary study. Our classes have mas-
terfully incorporated the arts into our 
academics, and vice versa. In history we 
were able to learn about social move-
ments through the music of the decades 
and in English we had opportunities to 
paint and express our interpretations of 
the themes through visual arts. In artistic 
classes we not only learn about styles of 
art but the culture they come from and 
the history it took to make them what 
they are today.” 

And perhaps most importantly, they 
shared what they have learned by being 
open to the perspectives of others.

 “Perspective doesn’t just change 
with language, but interest, passion, 
identity, and the arts. Thandi and I ended 
up sharing this stage because we learned 
from our differences,” Ryan said.

“Ryan and I, We were able to work 
together and share our backgrounds and 
cultures with each other, expanding our 
perspective. This resulted in a valuable 
friendship and potential life long con-
nection,” Thandiwe said. 

Before presenting the graduates 
with their diplomas, scholarships were 
awarded to graduates in each of the per-
forming arts disciplines.The community 
enthusiastically celebrated the following 
scholarship recipients: Edward Godlies-
ki Music Scholarship: Eli Schalet, Dance 
Scholarship: Tamerah Rollin, Visual Arts 
and Technical Theater: Rhea Davies, 
Theater Scholarship: Nicolas DiMam-
bro. 

PVPA is a regional public charter 
school serving 400 students grades sev-
en to 12, from over 50 towns throughout 
Western Massachusetts. PVPA seeks to 
connect the creative process with critical 
thinking to inspire a love of learning. Its 
mission is to offer students an intensive 
exposure to the performing arts within 
the context of an excellent college prepa-
ratory curriculum.

For more, go to pvpa.org.

Contributed photo

The Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Charter Public School’s Class of 2023 graduated 
on June 9. 

Pioneer Valley Performing Arts 
celebrates 2023 graduates 

WRITING WORKSHOP AT GML

Author teaches how to tap 
into dreams for creativity
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 

ASSORTED 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS....

USDA INSP. 

$222
lb

SALE DATES: 6/22/23-6/28/23

$222

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ....$148

USDA INSP 
FROZEN STORE MADE

$488
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND 
LONDON BROIL or STEAKS .......

69¢

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 1O LB BAG .........

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGHS TRAY PAK ...........

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

EASY PEEL RAW SHRIMP
31/40 CT 2 LB BAG ............................90% DIET LEAN

GROUND BEEF
ea

$599
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

TUNA PORTIONS ...........................

$299

$799
lb

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
MOZARELLA CHEESE .......

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST............
USDA INSP. STORE MADE

BEEF KABOBS w/ VEGGIES 

CUT 
FREE $166

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
TURKEY BREAST ...............

$399
lb

$799

FRESH BONELESS

BEEF RIB EYE

BEEF CHUCK STEAKS

WHOLE 
OR HALF$974

lb

$499
lb

5 LB 
BAG$499

lb

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$399
lb

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

413-636-5819

ROBIN 
DANE

Cutting and 
Styling

1005 Central St., Palmer, MA

Color & Cut $72 
in a quiet and private atmosphere

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9022

Fifth grade teacher Lauren Parzivand said “this is a 
fantastic way for [students] to end their year.”

She added for the fifth graders graduating from the 
elementary school, the event serves as an opportunity for 
“them to see principals having fun.”

While some students said they had “been waiting for 
this for so long” others brought the principals’ wipes to 
clean the Cool Whip off of their science goggles. 

Lynch, Manteria and Riopel took turns asking stu-
dents if they wanted a hug, though the kids just laughed 
and ran away from the mess. 

Riopel joked with her son, an OMP student, “you’ll 
be grounded all summer if you get your mother.”

He teased back saying “too bad,” and pied her any-
way. 

“I don’t think they knew what they were signing up 
for,” said one PTO member. 

Riopel said when the PTO asks the principals to par-
ticipate in activities with the kids, they “just say yes.”

“Our PTO is wonderful… they have done so many 
things throughout the year[s],” said Riopel.

She added they volunteer to set up and “all we [the 
principals] have to do is show up.”

Manteria said she “didn’t like [Cool Whip] to start 
with,” and may not eat it again after the event. 

Last year, instead of Cool Whip the students used sil-
ly strings on the principals.

At the end of the event, principals took string from 
behind their backs and strung students back. 

Nompleggi said although the Whip was “smelly” as 
a result of the 27 open containers, it did seem “cleaner” 
than the silly string.

PTO member Jessica Miner said the event is “all 
about having fun,” adding “that’s what Palmer is all 
about.”

PIE  ❙  from page 1

Ending the year on a sweet noteEnding the year on a sweet note

Principals and PTO members shown from left to right are Jessica Miner, Holly Riopel, Erin Chevalier, Kerry Lynch, 
Christine Camacho, Christa Nompleggi and Penny Manteria.

Principals Penny Manteria, Holly Riopel and Kerry Lynch are shown covered in Whip 
after the event. 

Charlotte Wystepek laughs as peers pie the principals behind her.

Manteria is shown smirking at students.

Xavier Martin is shown pieing Lynch as classmates line up to put “Whip” on Riopel. 

Fifth grader Aria Nompleggi is shown wiping Cool Whip off her face after a principal “pied” her back. 

Students Samantha 
Opielowski, Amelia 
Baldwin, Jaclyn 
Swiatlowski, Ame-
lia LaBarre, Willow 
Laboy, James 
Mason and Xavier 
Martin are shown 
beside Manteria. 

Kindergartener Summer Tempesta smiles 
before “pieing” Assistant Principal Mrs.
Penny  Manteria. 

PTO mom Kristine Camacho is shown hugging Dominic 
Camacho and Ramon Aponte.

PTO mom Christa Nompleggi and daughter Aria smile 
after filling plates to “pie the principals.”

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon
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Turley photos, by Matty Anderson

Kate Corriveau, Malaika Ogola, and Cabernet the Great 
Dane.

By Matty Anderson
Staff Writer

manderson@turley.com

BRIMFIELD– Delicious wine 
slushies, rides and concerts? Now that’s 
family fun!

Over the weekend, Brimfield Win-
ery teamed up with Fanelli Amusements 
to present the Pioneer Valley’s Carnival 
Day. This carnival had something for the 
whole family, from wine for wmoms and 
Dads, music lovers, children, dog lovers 
and everyone in between. 

As members of the community ar-
rived they were greeted with the sound 
of live music, as they walked deeper into 
the carnival one of many things may 
have caught their eyes. Adults may have 
been drawn to the Beer and Wine Gar-
den, families probably chased after their 
kids as they raced towards their favor-
ite ride or game and foodies had many 
sweet treats to choose from. 

Rides and games were available for 
the young and the young at heart, in-
cluding a Ferris Wheel, The Yoyo, The 
Pharaoh’s Fury and many more. Fanelli 
Amusements has provided a whole lot of 
entertainment to our area recently.

They provided the rides and games 
for Granby’s Charter Day and they par-
ticipated in most of the fairs and carni-
vals in our neighboring towns. If you’ve 
been to a fair or carnival recently you 
may have seen a sign that says “Natalie 
Needs A Kidney, BE HER HERO.” 

Natalie is a 19 year old girl who is 
undergoing dialysis, her uncle is a mem-
ber of Fanelli Amusement’s team. They 
have been promoting Natalie’s cause and 
the National Kidney Registry wherever 
they go, for more information please vis-
it nkr.org/RPK459 or call 860-696-2021.

Kate and Rusty Corriveau, have 
been the owners of Brimfield Winery for 
about 5 seasons, they are open from May 
to October. During their business season, 
they organize many fun events such as 
this very carnival, the nearest upcoming 

events include the “Trailer trash Con-
cert” on June 24, “Brimfield Old Home 
Day” on July 29, “Hitchcock Academy’s 
Sip N Stars” on Aug 12, the “Zydeco 
Crawfish/Shrimp Party” on Aug 19 and 
“Pioneer Valley’s Brimfield Blues Festi-
val on Aug 26.

That exciting roster is only the tip 
of the iceberg of fun that the Brimfield 
WInery has planned for this season. If 
you’re interested in the full list of events 
check out their website for more infor-
mation and keep an eye out for sponta-
neous events.

At the Brimfield Winery, they offer 
eight varieties of wine including their 
new non-alcoholic CBD-infused wine, 
they also brew hard cider and beer. All 
of the grapes that go into their wine is 
actually imported from California so as 
Kate Corriveau says, “we basically make 
California Wine in Massachusetts.” 

Contrary to what many would as-
sume, the Brimfield winery actually 
collaborates with other local wineries 
such as the Hardwick winery. Most of 
the local wineries actually have a great 
relationship, they’ve formed a kind and 
supportive community, so support all of 
your local wineries.

With high quality wine comes high 
demand, their wine is sold almost exclu-
sively out of the Brimfield Winery and 
the Brimfield Market because it sells 
so fast. Kate Corriveau said “We’re so 
proud of our product and the community 
that we serve, I hope we can continue to 
grow together.”

Jack Leland said “I think we have 
the best wine in New England, we 
achieve a wide range of flavors without 
relying on syrups and artificial flavoring, 
we hold ourselves to a high standard.” 
Jimmy Deblin added “I encourage past 
and present friends and patrons to come 
see us at one of our upcoming events.” 

Five year-old, Malaika Ogola’s eyes 
lit up when she saw Cabernet, a huge 
great dane and one the winery’s two 
mascots. Their other mascot is a dog 

named Pinot, what fitting names for the winery’s trea-
sured mascots.

Overall the carnival was a huge success, it provid-
ed a weekend of fun to the community and helped pro-
mote a cause that could potentially save a life.

William Coleman at the 
ready to help carnival 
goers.

Pioneer Valley’s carnival day

Kate Corriveau, Jack Leland, Jimmy Devlin and Laurel 
Boland are ready to serve patrons.

There were many rides at the carnival for adults and 
kids to enjoy.

Plenty of carnival games were available to try your luck.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The Ware Veterans Car-
nival is returning for its second year 
this week, starting the summer season 
off right with fun, games, music, food 
and drinks.

Held at Memorial Field located 
just off South Street, the Carnival will 
be open Thursday, June 22 and Friday, 
June 23 from 5-10 p.m.; and Saturday, 
June 24 from 3-8 p.m. Admission and 
parking are both free.

Event organizer John Morrin said 
there will be a couple of new rides add-
ed to the Carnival this year, as well as 
more food vendors. There will also be 
a craft/vendor fair.

“Every year it will get bigger and 
bigger,” he said. 

Morrin said for many years, Parks 
and Recreation Commission Chair Bill 
Imbier tried to bring a carnival back to 
town, after St. Mary’s had to end their 
beloved annual event.

“I said I would keep trying,” Mor-
rin said. “I emailed everyone in the car-
nival business, and they all said ‘no.’”

However, after the COVID-19 
pandemic put a pause on large gath-
erings, many of those carnivals were 
looking for new locations, including 
R.W. Commerford & Sons of Con-
necticut. 

“These people emailed me back. 
He came, pulled into Memorial Field 
and said, ‘this is a great place for a car-
nival…this is perfect,’” Morrin said.

Next, Morrin had to decide what 
to do with the proceeds from the car-
nival, and being active in both the AM-
VETS and American Legion, helping 
veterans was a natural choice. 

After trying to set up an account 
with either of the veterans organiza-
tions before the start of the Carnival 
last year without success, Morrin hired 
someone to establish the nonprofit 
Ware Veterans Fund. 

“Finally in early May we got all of 
our paperwork in. So, once we got the 
paperwork, I went down and opened an 
account at Country Bank,” he said.

Money in the account is used to 
cover expenses related to the Carnival, 
and the rest is used as a “last resort” 
fund for town veterans. Morrin said 
there are many resources available for 
veterans to help with their expenses, 
but they don’t always cover all costs, 
and this fund could help bridge that 
gap.

The community’s reception to the 
Carnival has been very positive, with 
many happy to see a longstanding town 

tradition be picked up and continued.
Town organizations, businesses 

and committees have volunteered their 
time and energy to be involved with the 
three-day event, including the Knights 
of Columbus, Country Bank, Quabo-
ag Hills Substance Use Alliance, the 
Americans with Disabilities Act Com-
mission and the Youth Committee.

Country Bank employees will also 
help to staff the ticket booth, in addi-
tion to being a sponsor, Morrin said.

The Ware Knights of Columbus 
Council 183 will once again be serving 
up delicious food for hungry carnival 
goers.

ReSource Waste Services of Ware 
has returned as the event’s biggest 
sponsor. Morrin said the company’s 
general manager has a soft spot for 
veterans.

Local businesses It’s Wine 
O’clock and B’leaf Wellness Centre 
have teamed up to host a beer garden 
under the tent, offering a variety of 
popular and craft beers, hard seltzer 
and wines.

Live music will be provided 
Thursday night by rock and roll band 
Half Staff and Friday night by southern 
outlaw band The Alley Kings.

The Alley Kings performed at last 
year’s inaugural Carnival.

Volunteers are still needed to help 
with parking, as well as other jobs at 
the Carnival, Morrin said. This is sure 
to be a rewarding experience, helping 
to put on a fun community event, while 
also giving back to veterans in need.

To volunteer, contact Morrin by 
emailing johmorrin13@gmail.com 
or calling 413-949-0716. If people 
would like to support the Ware Veter-
ans Fund, they can mail checks made 
out to “Ware Veterans Fund” to John 
Morrin, 170 Monson Turnpike Road, 
Ware, MA 01082.

Parking for the Carnival is avail-
able at St. Mary’s School, as well as 
American Athletic Shoe Co. (after 6 
p.m.). Handicapped parking is avail-
able at the back of Memorial Field, ac-
cessible through Monroe Street.

Morrin thanked all of those that 
have made the event successful, in-
cluding St. Mary’s Church and Amer-
ican Athletic Shoe Co. for use of their 
parking lots, the residents that live 
around Memorial Field, Roy “Sonny” 
Erickson for his graphic design skills, 
as well as the Ware River News.

Morrin also thanked R.W. Com-
merford & Sons for making Ware part 
of their summer circuit.

“We definitely want to thank the 
carnival people for giving us a chance,” 
he said.

Ware Veterans Carnival 
returns June 22-24

WARREN – Come and meet Toto 
the Tornado Kitten as he helps the War-
ren Public Library kick off “All Togeth-
er Now,” the 2023 Summer Reading 

program. 
Toto will 

be on the 
Common on 

Thursday, June 29 at 11:30 a.m. Kids 
can meet Toto, listen to his story and 
sign up for the summer reading pro-
gram. 

Everyone of all ages is welcome 
and this event is free. Please call 413-
436-7690 for more information.

Toto kicks off Summer 
Reading program

Submitted Photo

Toto the Tornado Kitten returns to help Warren Public Library kick off Summer 
Reading.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM — A solid 
pitching staff is a key ingredient for 
any successful baseball team.

John Mumper was an outstand-
ing pitcher for the Ware varsity 
baseball team this past spring.

In the Class D championship 
game, the righthander hurled a mas-
terpiece against top-seeded and pre-
viously undefeated Pioneer Region-
al. The outstanding performance 
helped Ware capture the Western 
Mass. title for the first time since 
2010 with a 3-1 extra inning victory.     

Mumper also pitched very well 
in his first career start as a member 
of the Monson Post 241 Legion 

team. He allowed one run on sev-
en base hits with ten strikeouts in 
six innings, as Monson celebrated 
a 10-2 season opening victory over 
Wilbraham Post 286 (#2) at Min-
nechaug Regional, last Friday night.

“I just wanted to make a very 
good first impression,” said Mump-
er, who’s one of five players from 
Ware High School listed on the 
Monson Legion roster. “I went out 
there and threw strikes with my cur-
veball.”

His younger brother, Jason, 
is also a first-year member of the 
Monson team.  

Monson didn’t have enough 
players to field a Legion baseball 
team a year ago. There are 18 play-
ers listed on this year’s roster and 

14 of them showed up for the road 
game against Wilbraham (#2).

“I love the game of baseball 
and it feels awesome to be back on 
the field again,” said Monson man-
ager Steve Tripp. “I think we have 
some outstanding baseball players 
on this year’s team. They’re also 
very good kids.”    

The only players listed on this 
year’s Monson Legion roster, who 
played on the 2021 squad, are Aus-
tin Lagimoniere (Pathfinder Tech), 
James Delaney (Belchertown High 
School), Dom Allen (Palmer High 
School), and Mike Mayberry, who 
graduated from Palmer last year.   

Tripp saw Mumper pitch in a 

Mumper leads Post 241 past Wilbraham

Summer 
soccer 
season 
opens 
up

PALMER – The Gran-
by and Palmer girls summer 
soccer teams kicked off their 
summer season last Tuesday 
evening at Laviolette Field. 
The two teams, which have 
had moderate success during 
the past few years in high 
school action, battled to a 1-1 
tie. Palmer girls have a team 
after not fielding one last 
summer.

Grace Burke races up the field.

Charlotte Theriault 
follows through as 

she shoots past her 
opponent.

Addie Petrashewicz fights to keep the ball.

Loretta 
Petrashewicz races 

up the sideline.

Photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Offense continues 
into summer

MONSON – Last Wednesday evening, the Mon-
son girls summer soccer league opened up the Pioneer 
Valley Summer Soccer League season. The Mustangs, 
whose high school team made it to last year’s state 
finals, handily defeated visiting Northampton 12-4. 
Scoring has been a major strength of Monson’s suc-
cessful squads for many years. Monson is 1-0 to start 
the summer.

Nathan Kaczuwka makes a throw to first.   Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Hannah Murphy dribbles up the field. Sierra Martinson goes for a corner kick.

Addison Peterson makes her way up the field after 
a defensive recovery.

Chelsea Hull keeps play moving.

Ciara Monaghan tries to 
outrun her opponent.

Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW – The June 11 United 
Women’s Soccer match between the 
Albany Rush and the New England 
Mutiny featured several outstanding 
soccer players from Western Massa-
chusetts. 

There was also a talented soccer 
player from Eastern Massachusetts, 
who put on the home jersey for the 
final time during the regular season.

Before heading back to the Uni-
versity of South Carolina to prepare 
for the upcoming fall soccer season, 
Catherine Berry scored a second half 
goal leading the Mutiny to a 2-0 shut-

SOCCER

Mutiny ‘rush’ past Albany
SOCCER

Goalie Ela Kopec makes a save.
Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Please see LEGION, page 10

Please see MUTINY, page 10
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out victory over the Rush before a large 
crowd at historic Lusitano Stadium.   

“It’s a bittersweet night for me,” 
said Berry, who’s from Hingham. “I do 
have a commitment at my school, and 
I’m required to be there next week. I’m 
very grateful for every game that I do get 
to play for the Mutiny. I have two more 
years of eligibility remaining at South 
Carolina and I’m hoping to play for the 
Mutiny again next summer.”     

Joe Ferrara, who’s the Mutiny’s 
owner/general manager, is hoping Berry 
will be returning to Lusitano Stadium in 
the middle of July if the Mutiny qualify 
for the U.W.S. playoffs.   

Berry, who’s entering her senior 
season, has scored 24 goals and has 14 
assists for a total of 62 points in her first 
three years playing college soccer. 

Berry scored four goals in the Mu-
tiny season and home opener against the 
Worcester Fuel, which was a 7-1 victory. 

The Mutiny (2-0-1), who also played 
a 1-1 tie at the Maine Footy on May 21, 
had a couple of weeks off before hosting 
the Rush (2-1-1). 

“The support that we receive from 
our fans at this stadium is something 
that’s very special. I wouldn’t trade being 
a part of this for the world,” Berry said. 
“Joe Ferrara is also an awesome person. 
He has become a close friend to my fam-
ily during the past few years. The players 
on this team are also very special.”

Berry is following in the footsteps of 
her mother, Lauren, who played soccer at 
Middlebury College. Her father, Chris, 
played college basketball at Middlebury. 
Her parents attended last Saturday’s 
home match.

The local players that played in last 
Saturday’s home match for the Mutiny 
are Alexis Legowski (South Hadley), 
Hope Santaniello (Agawam), Ela Kopec 
(Ludlow), Laura Gouvin (Monson), Av-
ery Klingensmith (Belchertown) Chan-
dler Pedolzsky (Westfield), Emma Pe-
dolzsky (Westfield), and Catherine Bean 
(Westfield). 

Klingensmith, who started in five 

games as a freshman on the American 
University women’s soccer team last fall, 
has enjoyed being teammates with Berry.

“Cat is a great soccer player,” said 
Klingensmith, who’s a midfielder. “We 
can always count on her to score goals for 
us. Playing for this soccer team is very 
similar to my college team.”  

Kopec, who was Mutiny starting 
goalie against Albany, didn’t have to 
make any saves in recording her first 
shutout of the season.

The Mutiny defense, which was led 
by Laci Lewis, Meghan Cunningham, 
Rachel Marchini, Sofia Weber, Anna Car-
son, and Bean shutdown Albany forward 
Katelyn Krohn. She had scored a team 
leading seven goals in her team’s first 
three regular season matches.

“We do have a very strong defen-
sive unit this year,” said Mutiny first-year 
head coach Maurico “Toto” Coimbra 
said. “Their chemistry has been getting 
better and better in every match. It’s al-
ways nice to post a shutout.”    

Berry had several shots on goal 
during the first 45 minutes of the con-
test, but Albany goalie Emma Anderson 
(10 saves) was able to make the saves on 
them.  

The contest was still scoreless at 
halftime.

Following a breakaway shot attempt 
by Santaniello that deflected off the right 
post, Berry gave her team a 1-0 lead in 
the 56th minute. She fired a line-drive shot 
from the top of the box into the left cor-
ner of the net. 

“We did put a lot of pressure on 
them in the first half,” Berry said. “I had 
a scoring opportunity early in the second 
half and I didn’t want to miss it. It’s al-
ways special whenever you score a goal, 
especially in this stadium.”

With less than five minutes remain-
ing in regulation, Chandler Pedolzsky 
knocked home a rebound shot giving the 
home team a 2-0 advantage.

Berry was scheduled to play in her 
final regular season match for the Mu-
tiny against the Scorpions SC on Mon-
day night in a make-up game at Medway 
High School.       

acebook.com/turleysports@turleysports www.turleysports.com
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Jesse Cygan
Pathfinder

Cygan had a big inning in relief for Mon-
son Post 241 in a win over Wilbraham. 
Cygan is also playing first base this sum-
mer for Monson Legion.
To nominate someone for Athlete of the 
Week, contact Managing Sports Editor Greg-
ory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or 
send an e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com.

home game for Ware and he was 
very impressed.

“I watched John pitch 
against Quabbin during the high 
school season and I really liked 
what I saw. He pitched very well 
in tonight’s game,” Tripp said. 
“We do have a lot of pitchers on 
this year’s team, which is great. 
They’re all going to get their 
turns on the mound. This is prob-
ably the best pitching staff we’ve 
had since I’ve been coaching the 
Legion team.”

The other members of the 
Monson pitching staff are Nathan 
Kaczuwka (Ware High School), 
Ty Miller (Palmer High School), 
Brayden Mega (Pathfinder), Jesse 
Cygan (Pathfinder), and Mayber-
ry.         

Cygan, who relieved Mump-
er, allowed a run in the seventh 
inning. He walked a couple of 
batters.

“Jesse is a hard thrower, and 
he has a lot of potential,” Tripp 
said. “He just needs to work on 
his mechanics.”     

Because of a couple of 
make-up games, Monson was 
scheduled to play their first four 

games in four days. 
Mumper’s batterymate in 

last Friday’s game was Dylan 
Sutkaitis, who was the Indians 
starting catcher.

Sutkaitis threw out two Wil-
braham base runners in the first 
two innings.

“The Monson starting pitch-
er deserves a lot of credit because 
he pitched very well against us,” 
said Wilbraham (#2) manager 
Don Laware. “Their catcher also 
shut down our running game. You 
just have to tip your hat to those 
two players.”   

For the first time since be-
fore the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Wilbraham has two 
Legion teams competing at the 
senior level. They also have a 
junior team, which had an out-
standing season last summer.

Wilbraham (#2) (0-2) lost to 
East Springfield Post 420, 2-1, in 
their season opener on June 12.

Their starting pitcher against 
Monson was John O’Connor, 
who attends Wilbraham & Mon-
son Academy.

The righthander also pitched 
well during the first three innings. 
During that span, he allowed only 
two singles and recorded four 

strikeouts. 
Wilbra-

ham (#2) 
catcher Paul 
Diehl also 
threw out 
a Monson 
baserunner 
trying to 
steal third base in the second in-
ning.  

O’Connor didn’t get out of 
the fourth inning. 

Monson had two runners in 
scoring position with two outs in 
the top of the fourth when a bunt 
base hit by Lagimoniere, who 
started in centerfield, scored the 
game’s first run.   

Lagimoniere stole second 
before shortstop Hunter Griswold 
(Pathfinder) delivered a two-run 
single to right field. 

At that point, O’Connor 
was replaced on the mound by 
righthander Ryan Atkin. 

Delaney contributed with 
a two-run single to right, which 
gave Monson a 5-0 lead.

Delaney scored Monson’s 
sixth run of the frame following 
a throwing error by the catcher 
before extra hitter Jarrett Skow-
yra capped things off with a run 

scoring single to left field. 
“After we scored all of those 

runs in that inning, it felt nice 
to have a little bit of a cushion,” 
Mumper said. “If you do make a 
mistake, it’s not as costly.”   

Mumper did get into a little 
bit of trouble in his final inning.

With one-out in the bottom 
of the sixth, Atkin grounded a 
single up the middle into center-
field. A couple of batters later, 
shortstop Bryce Barlow (2-for-3) 
drove him home with a line-drive 
single to center, which ended 
Mumper’s shutout bid.

With two outs in the bottom 
of the seventh, Diehl had an RBI 
single to center before the next 
batter flied out to right giving 
Monson their first legion win in 
two years.       

PALMER – Last Friday night, Peo-
plesBank hit their way past St. Joe’s 14-
1. The loss dropped St. Joe’s to 3-4 on 
the season. The Saints are in third place 
in the Tri-County Baseball League with 

six points. The Saints are back in action 
on Friday night with a matchup with 
413ATC at 7:30 p.m. at St. Joe’s Park in 
Palmer.

St. Joe’s falls to rival PeoplesBank

Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 

Devin Slattery, of Ware, fires a relay throw to first.

Brendan Clark throws across the diamond.

Matt Irzyk pitches for the Saints.Max Silverman attempts to make a tag.

MUTINY from page 9

LEGION from page 9

Photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Rachel Marchini settles the ball.

Laura Gouvin, of Monson, makes a 
pass.

John Mumper gets the start for Post 241.

Hunter Griswold fires across the diamond.

Jesse Cygan catches the out at first.

Brayden Mega 
makes a play at 

second.

Photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com
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HOLYOKE – The wins keep com-
ing for the Valley Blue Sox in the early 
goings. The team defeated the Danbury 
Westerners last Saturday by a score of 
8-6 to increase their lead in the West Di-
vision to two games. The Blue Sox now 
sit at 6-3 on the season. 

Thomas Ballard started for the Blue 
Sox today, an pitched four innings with 
four strikeouts allowing three runs.  Greg 
Jeffries and James Vaughn both made 
their team debuts. Jeffries earned the 
win after he pitched a clean fifth inning 
with one strikeout. Vaughn pitched two 
innings and struck out three batters. 

The bottom of the lineup was the 
story of the game for the Blue Sox. The 
seven, eight, and nine hitters combined 
for four RBIs in the ballgame.

Third Baseman Zach Ketterman 
went 2 for 3 with an RBI single. The 
Pennsylvania native boosted his average 
to .208 on the season. 

Second Baseman Jeff Pierantoni 
went 2 for 2 with two singles and two 
RBIs. He was also hit by a pitch twice in 
this game, getting on base in each of his 
four plate appearances. 

Catcher Efrain Correa Jr. went 1 for 
2 with an RBI and a walk.

Danbury had a chance to come back 
in this game in the seventh and eighth 
innings, but hit into two double plays to 
minimize the damage. The defense was 
on full display tonight as AJ Guerrero 
made an excellent over-the-shoulder 
catch on the run to end the game in the 
top of the ninth inning.

The Valley Blue Sox revealed their 
home promotions for the rest of June. 
The team is offering different promo-
tions each night in cooperation with 
sponsoring companies.

The next night on Thursday, June 
22 vs. the Newport Gulls at 6:35 p.m., 
the team will give away water bottles 
sponsored by Holyoke Gas and Elec-
tric. 

Sunday June 25, vs. the Danbury 
Westerners is Military Appreciation 
Night. The Blue Sox will celebrate 
the courage and sacrifice of the United 
States Military by giving away military 
towels. The night will be sponsored by 

the Veterans Affairs of Central Western 
Massachusetts as well as UMassFive 
College Federal Credit Union. 

Finally on Friday June 30, vs. the 
Bristol Blues, the official bus drivers of 
the Blue Sox, Michael’s Bus Lines, will 
sponsor a giveaway of seat cushions for 
the first 150 fans to enter the ballpark. 
Additionally, Michael’s Bus Lines will 
raffle off a free 25-person ride to a des-
tination of the winner’s choosing. 

The Blue Sox are looking forward 
to ending the month of June right, and 
encourage fans to come out to MacK-
enzie Stadium to join their celebrations 
and promotions. 

LUDLOW – Lions Pride Sports 
Clinics are back.  Young inspiring ath-
letes have the opportunity to participate 
in one or all of our exciting clinics. The 
2023 lineup consists of, Soccer session 
1 from June 26 to 30, Soccer Session 2 
from July 17 to July 21.  Athlete Prep 
strength and conditioning program 
from June 27  to Aug. 10, Basketball 
from July 10 to 14, High School and 
Beach Volleyball June 20 to Aug. 15, 

Volleyball Basics July to Aug. 16, and 
Wrestling July 10 to Aug. 16. All clin-
ics are held on the campus of Ludlow 
High School and are geared toward 
the development of fundamental skills. 
For more information log on to lion-
spridesc.wix.com/lpsc or contact Tim 
Brillo TBrillo1723@gmail.com.  Reg-
istration is now online at https://www.
familyid.com/organizations/lions-den-
sports-clinics

Valley Blue Sox out to 6-3 start

Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Matthew Garcia hops over the runner as he makes a relay to first.

Nick Callano delivers a pitch.

Eliot Dix fields a grounder.

Matthew Bergevin gets the high throw.

Blue Sox holding
promotional games

Athletes invited to
participate in sports clinics

The Journal Register encourages readers 
to contact event coordinators and organizers 
for updated event times. Have an event to 
promote? Email the information (in sentence 
form and as a Word doc or  plain email text 
– no PDFs or flyers, please – to mharrison@
turley.com.

NEXT WEEK
Ware Grange’s next gardening work-

shop, Pollinator Gardens, will be held at 7 
p.m. on Friday, June 30, in the Grange Hall 
at 297 Belchertown Road in Ware. At this 
workshop, presenter Allison Rosendale will 
teach you how to encourage pollinators to 
your backyard and provide practical informa-
tion for any space from a terrace to a farm 
to attract and help pollinators thrive. Visit us 
on Facebook or at waregrange.org for more 
information.

UPCOMING
JIMMY FUND WALK: Registration is 

now open for the 2023 Boston Marathon Jim-
my Fund Walk Scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 
1. Proceeds from the event support all forms 
of adult and pediatric patient care and cancer 
research at one of the nation’s premier can-
cer centers, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. All 
four routes will culminate at the Jimmy Fund 
Walk Finish Line in the Fenway neighbor-
hood. If walkers want to participate a bit clos-
er to home, the Jimmy Fund Walk has flexible 
opportunities, including virtually. Register as 
an individual walker, team member or start 
a team at JimmyFundWalk.org or by calling 
866-531-9255. 

GOLF TOURNEY FOR PETS: Second 
Chance Animal Services’ 11th annual Charity 
Golf Tournament will be held at Cold Spring 
Country Club on Monday, July 24. The event 
offers golfers a great golf outing on a world-
class course and will benefit programs assist-
ing the underserved at Second Chance Com-
munity Veterinary Hospitals in the region. 
Individuals and foursomes are welcome. Sec-
ond Chance encourages golfers to purchase 
tickets early. Check in will be 9 a.m. and the 
tournament will commence with a shotgun 
start at 10 a.m. Registration and information 
on sponsorships and item donations can be 
found at secondchanceanimals.org/events/
golf/.  

INTERESTS 
CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2-4 p.m. 

daily at the Holland Public Library, 23 Stur-
bridge Rd. to learn or practice different crafts. 
New crafts every Wednesday. For more infor-
mation, call 413-245-3607.

 
KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Lo-

cated at 35 Ely Rd., Monson, nature trails are 
open daily until dusk for hiking, snowshoeing 
and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be 
found in the parking lot. The Phillips Sculp-
ture Garden is open year-round (handouts in 
box on one of the sign posts). For more in-
formation call 413-267-4137, email khm@
keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit keep-
homesteadmuseum.org.

 
QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS 

GUILD: Members meet at 1 p.m. on the first 
and third Thursdays of the month  in the Am-
vets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The 
Guild is a no-pressure group with varying de-
grees of accomplishments, from novice to Big 

E “Best In Show” winners. Dues are $55 a 
year. For more information, contact Barbara 
Beaulieu at 267-4044 or Merry Mombour-
quette at 283-7577. Follow them on Facebook 
for more.

ONGOING
LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. 

and/or 6:30-8:30 p.m., every Thursday at the 
Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St, Monson. 
Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute 
beginners and beginners, and participants get 
to dance to all types of music. $10 per class. 
Please wear comfortable footwear, no san-
dals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second 
Tuesday of every month at Top Floor Learn-
ing (third floor of the Palmer Library at 1455 
N. Main St.). Free and open to the public. 
Play available board and card games or bring 
your own. Must be 16 or older unless accom-
panied by an adult. No Registration Required 
– just show up!  Questions? Call 283-2329, or 
283-3691, or email palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN 
FOR WINTER SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Thursday-Monday. The center is located on 
Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range 
State Park. DCR Interpretive staff will be 
available for visitors. Coming in January, 
programs will also be offered to highlight the 
Range’s special nature in winter, see the park 
web site for details. 

QI GONG: 6 p.m., every Tuesday night 
at Memorial Hall with Randy Emerson. Free, 
no registration. Presented by Monson Parks & 
Rec and the Monson Free Library, 

Calendar of Events
E-mail items to mharrison@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

LOCAL 
KEYTONE 

PROMOTER
Save Up To 
25% OFF 

Retail Prices
Call DD 413-813-2391

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

Central Park and the sea coast. Other 
cities on the list from two to ten were: 
San Diego, California; Houston, Tex-
as; Seattle, Washington, Los Angeles, 
California; San Francisco, California; 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Phoenix, 
Arizona; Austin, Texas and Chicago, 
Illinois.

On the worst cities for birdwatch-
ing list Kansas City, Kansas came in at 
number one. Other cities were Mont-
gomery, Alabama; Olathe, Kansas; 
Overland Park, Kansas and Mobile, 
Alabama (tied for fourth place); Des 
Moines, Iowa; Hunts-
ville, Alabama; Mur-
freesboro, Tennessee; 
Sioux Falls, South Da-
kota and Henderson, 
Nevada. 

Wild turkeys
I recently saw a 

hen turkey with her 
poults on the edge of 
the road. The hen was 
standing on the edge of 
the road and her young 
were in the tall grass so 
I was unable to accu-
rately count how many 
she had. 

Geese and goslings
Last week, I saw 

two pairs of adult Can-
ada geese with some 
young goslings in my 
hayfield. I spotted the 
adults heads in the tall 
grass and stopped to 
watch. I could see the 
goslings when they 
jumped up or stretched 
their necks to eat grass. 

Nesting cardinal
One of my daugh-

ters had a cardinal nest-

ing in her rhododendron bush. They 
could be observed from a window in 
the living room and not be disturbed. 
The nest is now empty and I hope they 
fledged and did not meet up with a 
predator.

People may report a bird sighting 
or bird related experience by calling 
me at 413-967-3505, leaving a mes-
sage at extension 100, emailing my-
backyard88@aol.com or edowner@
turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD  ❙  from page 4

BOSTON – State Rep. Todd M. 
Smola (R-Warren, Ranking Member, 
Committee on Ways & Means) was 
named a member of Massachusetts’s 
Budget Conference Committee for the 
eighth consecutive year. 

The function of the Conference 
Committee is to report a final compro-
mise budget bill to the House and Sen-
ate, which will be voted on for accep-
tance in each branch.

“I am deeply honored to have been 
appointed to the FY24 Budget Confer-
ence Committee,” Smola said.

“I recognize the significant re-
sponsibility that comes with this po-
sition and I am committed to working 
diligently with my colleagues to devel-
op a budget that reflects the priorities of 
our constituents and fosters the contin-
ued growth and prosperity of our state.”

The Conference Committee kicked 
off its first meeting on June 7 with a 
goal of reconciling the House and Sen-
ate budget documents of approximate-
ly $56 billion. The conference commit-
tee, composed of three House members 
and three Senate members, is one of 
the final steps in concluding the State 
budget.

“With the end of federal COVID 
relief funding and the continued un-
certainty surrounding the economy, it 
is imperative that the House and Sen-
ate come to an agreement on a state 
spending plan for Fiscal Year 2024 that 
is balanced and sustainable,” House 
Minority Leader Bradley H. Jones, Jr. 
(R-North Reading) said in a news re-
lease. 

“As the Ranking Republican on 
the House Ways and Means Commit-
tee, Todd has always prioritized the 
needs of the state’s taxpayers and our 
local communities, and I am confident 
he will do everything he can to ensure 
that the conference committee produc-
es a fiscally responsible budget that ad-
dresses those needs.”

The conference committee will 
produce a budget recommendation that 
will then go to the full House and Sen-
ate for an up or down vote. If passed, 
the document will go to Gov. Healey 
for approval. 

For additional information, con-
tact Smola at Todd.Smola@mahouse.
gov or (617) 722-2100.

Rep. Smola appointed to 
Budget Committee
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FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $180.00

Seasoned cut & split $270.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England 

Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 

guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-

ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-

4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-

tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 

Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-

um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  

Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS

PIANO BENCH LEATHER AD-

JUSTABLE EBONY $90.00 Bo-

gen professional 3001 tripod $75.00

Real wicker 2 chairs 1 loveseat   

$125.00. Cuisinart insta-pot electric 

pressure cooker used once $75.00 

Husqvarna Viking Daisy sewing ma-

chine never used $85.00 (413)256-

1670

TAG SALE

DANA WOODS ANNUAL tag sale: 

Belchertown: George Hannum Rd off 

Rt 9 (turn at Stop & Shop) Children’s 

clothes, toys, furniture, housewares, 

tools and more! Saturday, June 

10th, 9:00am-3:00pm

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-

ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 

Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 

Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 

Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 

instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-

chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 

lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 

military, automotive, fire department, 

masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 

barware, books, oil cans, advertising 

tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 

Donald Roy (860)874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 

debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 

Swimming pools removed. Cheap-

er than dumpster fees and we do all 

the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 

(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-

8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 

Established 1976. New re-roofs and 

repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 

Licensed/ insured. Call (413) 967-

6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-

ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-

room instructor, 20+ years experience. 

Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-

timate.

CLEANING 

SERVICES

RELIABLE HOUSE CLEANING 

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE CLEANING 

AND ORGANIZING. EXCELLENT 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE CALL 

(413) 455-9633

ELECTRICIAN

DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 

FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 

cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 

Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 

Call (413)244-7096.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-

TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 

508-882-0140

HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-

MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-

ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 

siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 

insured. Free estimates. (413)246-

2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 

BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 

shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-

eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-

fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-

5789 (413)538-7954.

BRUSH CLEARING, VEGE-

TATION CONTROL CLEARING 

OF FENCE LINES, OVERGROWN 

PROPERTIES, HIKING TRAILS CALL 

GARY (413)531-3538

ELECTRIFIED LANDSCAP-

ING AND TREE SERVICE CALL 

(413)799-5686

MASONRY

STOP WET 

BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 

WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-

way doors, basement windows, chim-

neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 

repaired, basement waterproofing 

systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-

ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 

(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-

rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 

room. Very neat, references, prompt 

service call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING– Klems ex-

cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 

Specializing in all aspects of quality 

painting and staining. 25 years ex-

perience. Free consultation. Steve 

(413)477-8217

TREE WORK

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-

thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 

stump grinding, storm damage and 

brush chipping. Honest and Depend-

able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-

nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 

today for free estimate (413)478-

4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 

of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-

6560 day/night.

STUMP 

GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-

ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-

fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-

478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING

 Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured

413-213-5470

PCA NEEDED, EASY WORK 

FLEXIBLE HOURS, PLEASANT 

ENVIRONMENT IN BRIMFIELD 

FOR MORE INFO CALL CONNIE 

(413)271-0573

TOWN OF PALMER:  ADMINIS-

TRATIVE ASSISTANT, ASSES-

SORS OFFICE Town of Palmer is 

seeking qualified candidates for a 

full-time, 32.5 hours Monday 8:30am 

– 7:30pm, Tuesday through Thursday 

8:30am o 4:30pm.

The position works under the direct 

supervision of the Principal Assessor. 

Please go to www.townofpalmer.

com for full job description.  Send 

resume and cover letter to kwenzel@

townofpalmer.com or to 4417 Main 

Street, Palmer, MA 01069. Salary com-

mensurate with experience between 

$22.26 - $25.77 per hour. 

This position requires a high school 

education; and one (1) to three (3) 

years of experience in a real estate or 

office setting; Experience in appraisal 

and assessment practices desired; 

or any equivalent combination of ed-

ucation and experience. Associates 

Degree preferred.  Experience with Vi-

sion, Munis and GIS is desirable.

 
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA em-

ployer.

DRIVERS

DRIVER WANTED

TO PROVIDE TRANSPORTA-

TION to individuals with develop-

mental disabilities to and from work, 

volunteering and other activities in the 

Belchertown area.Flexible hours Part 

time 10 -20 hours per week M-F Must 

have. A valid driver’s license, and clean 

driving record $17.00 to start Apply in 

person at 442 State St. Belcher-

town, MA or email ashelton@

communityoptionsma.org

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 

herein is subject to the Federal Fair 

Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 

advertise “any preference, limitation, 

or discrimination because of race, col-

or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-

tus, or national origin, or intention to 

make any such preference, limitation, 

or discrimination.” We will not knowing-

ly accept any advertising for real es-

tate which is in violation of the law. All 

persons are hereby informed that all 

dwellings advertised are available on 

an equal opportunity basis.

LOW INCOME SUBSIDIZED 2 

BEDROOM APT. OFF STREET 

PARKING, COIN OP LAUNDRY 

CLOSE TO CENTER OF TOWN 

(413)323-8707

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin

Village Hills
Circulation:

50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 

the Suburban Residential ZONE 

for $26.00 for 20 words plus 

50¢ for each additional word. 

Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 

ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 
Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00

$5.00 Quabbin

❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns

❏

Run my ad in the

following ZONE(s):

Includes

additional words

Suburban 

Residential
Circulation: 

59,000
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Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50
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$30.00
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$30.50
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$32.00
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$32.50
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$33.00
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$33.50
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$34.00
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$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON

  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800
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turleynews

www.journalregister.turley.com   •   413.283.8393
SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT WWW.TURLEY.COM

New Subscribers!New Subscribers!
Stay connected to all the people, 

places and events that make 
our community a great place 

to call home. From dining and 
entertainment to sports, shopping 
and neighborhood news, we cover 
every local angle to keep you in the 

know and on the go.

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWS!

Call or go online today to subscribe:

413.283.8393
www.turley.com/subscriptions

___   YES, start my subscription to The Journal Register today!
Delivery Address
Name: __________________________________________________________________
Delivery Address: _________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________  State: ________  Zip: ____________
Phone: ________________________  Email: ___________________________________

Billing/Mailing Address (if different from delivery address):
Name: __________________________________________________________________
Delivery Address: _________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________  State: ________  Zip: ____________
Phone: _________________________________________________________________
Credit Card: _____________________________________________________________
Exp. ________________________________  CVV: ______________________________

Choose your subscription type and term:

__ 1 year $35.00  __ 2 years $50.00

Out-of-State  __ 1 year $40.00  __ 2 years $60.00

__ Check Enclosed  __ Credit Card

Mail this completed form with 
payment or bill me later preference to: 

The Journal Register
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Get Home Delivery for
Less Than 68¢ a Week!

Business Owners,
Reach households throughout 

Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, 
Holland & Wales when you 

advertise with us!
Call DAN FLYNN 413.297-5886

today to get started.

The Journal Register

JOBS. REAL ESTATE. BUY. SELL

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a 
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who 
understands how town government works to join our 
team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge 
plus, and any experience in community journalism is 
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities 
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and 
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills, 
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 
journalism and who can envision themselves 
connecting with our communities, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:  
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
• A determination to get the story, whatever it 

might be
• Equally comfortable writing hard news, features 

and event coverage
• Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 

deadline-driven environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style 

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be
 a good fit for this position and send it along with a 

resume and three writing samples to 
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
JOB OPENING

www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/or 
feature stories of local interest for various towns 
and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

OPPORTUNITY

Financial 
Fitness Club 
Beginning 
October 2023

WARE -The Harrison and Diane Quirk 
Financial Fitness Club is a program of the 
Quaboag Valley Community Development 
Corporation. The Financial Fitness Club 
helps build participants’ financial capabili-
ties while helping them to reach their goals.

The Club meets every month begin-
ning in October. The Financial Fitness Club 
helps participants to pick a savings goal 
and set up a savings account. Then staff can 
match their savings up to a capped amount.

At every monthly meeting participants 
will learn something new such as; how to 
reduce debt, smart borrowing, how to maxi-
mize income, improve your credit score and 
more.

For more information, please visit qvc-
dc.org or call Carol at 413-497-4407.

 

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration is alert-
ing the public of a sharp nationwide in-
crease in the lethality of fentanyl-laced 
fake prescription pills.  

According to a news release, 
the DEA lab found that, of the fen-
tanyl-laced fake prescription pills 
analyzed in 2022, six out of 10 now 
contain a potentially lethal dose of fen-
tanyl. This is an increase from DEA’s 
previous announcement in 2021 that 
four out of ten fentanyl-laced fake pre-
scription pills were found to contain a 
potentially lethal dose.

“More than half of the fentan-
yl-laced fake prescription pills being 
trafficked in communities across the 
country now contain a potentially 
deadly dose of fentanyl,” DEA admin-
istrator Anne Milgram said in the re-
lease.

“This marks a dramatic increase – 
from four out of ten to six out of 10 
– in the number of pills that can kill. 
These pills are being mass-produced 

by the Sinaloa Cartel and the Jalisco 
Cartel in Mexico. Never take a pill that 
wasn’t prescribed directly to you. Nev-
er take a pill from a friend. Never take 
a pill bought on social media. Just one 
pill is dangerous and one pill can kill.”

Last year, the DEA issued a Pub-
lic Safety Alert on the widespread drug 
trafficking of fentanyl-laced fake pre-
scription pills in American communi-
ties. These pills are largely made by 
two Mexican drug cartels, the Sinaloa 
Cartel and the Jalisco Cartel, to look 
identical to real prescription medica-
tions, including OxyContin, Percocet, 
and Xanax, and they are often deadly. 
In 2021, the DEA seized more than 
20.4 million fake prescription pills. 
Earlier this year, the DEA conducted a 
nationwide operational surge to target 
the trafficking of fentanyl-laced fake 
prescription pills and, in just over three 
months, seized 10.2 million fake pills 
in all 50 states. Through its One Pill 
Can Kill campaign, the DEA is work-
ing to alert the American public of the 

dangers of fake prescription pills. 
Fentanyl remains the deadliest 

drug threat facing this country, accord-
ing to the DEA. It is a highly addictive 
synthetic opioid that is 50 times more 
potent than heroin and 100 times more 
potent than morphine.  Just two mil-
ligrams of fentanyl, the small amount 
that fits on the tip of a pencil, is consid-
ered a potentially deadly dose. Accord-
ing to the CDC, 107,622 Americans 
died of drug poisoning in 2021, with 
66 percent of those deaths involving 
synthetic opioids like fentanyl.

The Sinaloa Cartel and Jalisco 
Cartel in Mexico, using chemicals 
largely sourced from China, are pri-
marily responsible for the vast ma-
jority of the fentanyl that is being 
trafficked in communities across the 
United States, the DEA says.

For more information, go to the 
Fentanyl Awareness page at dea.gov.

DEA warns fake pills contain lethal fentanyl Still time to sign 
up for summer 
dance and drama 
programs

PALMER — Kids and teens ages 7 to 17 are 
invited to a Summer Drama and Dance Program 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at the Palmer Historical 
and Cultural Center, 2072 Main Street in Three Riv-
ers through Aug. 27. 

The program instructor is Torie Jock, who start-
ed singing and acting at 9 years old. She has been 
writing her own music since she was old enough to 
write and has been in many theatrical performanc-
es in various starring and supporting roles. Jock has 
written many plays and film scripts and has been 
working with youth as a dance assistant/teacher 
since she was 12.

The cost is $120 for drama only, $100 for dance 
only or $150 for both.  

Sign up for either drama or dance or both. All 
students will take part in an end-of-season perfor-
mance. A registration form is available at tinyurl.
com/mrx2ek57.

For more information, email Jock at truly-
torie2000@gmail.com, call or email the PHCC 
at palmerhcc@gmail.com or 289-9295 or go to 
palmerhcc.org.

PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS
As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 

weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo-
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content.

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for The Journal Register, please email mharrison@turley.
com.
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DEATH
NOTICES

Helen S.
(Kristenson) 
Klisiewicz, 98
Died June 14, 2023
Services June 21, 
2023
Lombard Funeral 
Home

O B I T U A R I E S

MONSON — Helen S. 
(Kristenson) Klisiewicz, 98, 
passed away Wednesday, June 
14, 2023 surrounded by love of 
family.  Helen was born April 
2, 1925 in Brooklyn, NY to the 
late Sander Kristenson and Anna 
(Kristenson) Ohrn.  She has been 
a resident of Monson for many 
years where she and her husband 
raised their family.  Helen was the 
assistant Town Clerk in Monson 
for 18 years and was a member 
of First Church of Monson, Con-
gregational. Helen enjoyed tak-
ing care of her cats, reading, bird 
watching, knitting, cooking and 
spending time with her family 
and friends and most especially 
with her grandchildren and great 

grandchildren. During 
her later years, she ap-
preciated the support 
and kindness of the 
staff at Life Care Cen-
ter of Wilbraham.

Helen was prede-
ceased by her husband 
John Klisiewicz.  She 
leaves her sons, John 
W. Klisiewicz and his 
wife Donna of Agawam, Ronald 
C. Klisiewicz and his wife Car-
ol, and Donald R. Klisiewicz and 
his wife Denise all of Monson; 
grandchildren, Paul Klisiewicz of 
Agawam and Kristin Szado and 
her husband Curt of Monson; five 
great grandchildren, Jack and 
Jordyn Szado, Callie, Alexa, and 

J.P. Klisiewicz; a cous-
in Frank Gerle and 
many nieces, nephews, 
friends and neighbors.

Services were 
held Wednesday, June 
21, 2023 at Lombard 
Funeral Home in Mon-
son.  Burial  followed  
at Hillcrest Cemetery 
in Monson.  In lieu of 

flowers, please consider a me-
morial donation in Helen’s name 
to the Monson Fire Department 
Ambulance Fund PO Box 335 
Monson, MA 01057.  For online 
condolences/information please 
visit www.lombardfuneralhome.
com.

Helen S. Klisiewicz, 1925-2023

Police/Fire

  Police Logs

  Fire Logs
Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, date 

of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, which allows families 

to publish extended death notice information of their own choice and 
may include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries should 
be submitted through a funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Announce Your
Wedding or Engagement

Share Your Joy!

Email: JAMIE@TURLEY.COM by July 19th
BRIDAL GUIDE
800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

BridalBridal
GUIDEGUIDEYour wedding or engagement 

announcement will be included in our 
Bridal Guide, out August 2023 for FREE!

Bride’s Name: ___________________________________________________

Bride’s Town Residence: __________________________________________

Groom’s Name: _________________________________________________

Groom’s Town Residence: _________________________________________

Wedding Date: __________________________________________________

Wedding Location: ______________________________________________

Be sure to include a 
high resolution,

clear photograph
for printing.

Be sure to include the following with photograph:The family of 

JOSEPH C. ZAJK 
wishes to announce that a memorial mass 

will be held at St. Mary’s Catholic Church on 
South Street in Ware, MA 

on Saturday, July 8 at 11:00 am.  

A reception for friends and family 
will be held at Teresa’s Restaurant 

following the service.  
Please RSVP for the reception 

by calling 928-899-1455 or 
email joezajk@aol.com.

BONDSVILLE
The Bondsville Fire Depart-

ment responded to no calls from 
June 13-19.

MONSON
The Monson Fire Department 

responded to four fire calls and 17 
emergency medical service calls 
from June 12-18.

June 13 at 7:44 a.m. Respond-
ed to State Street for a public assist. 
Returned to service at 7:58 a.m.

June 15 at 5:13 p.m. Respond-
ed to Country Club Heights for a 
furnace malfunction. Returned to 
service at 5:42 p.m.

June 18 at 4:44 a.m. Respond-
ed to Wales Road for downed pow-
er lines. Returned to service at 5:37 

a.m.
June 18 at 5:40 p.m. Respond-

ed to Wilbraham Road for smoke 
investigation. Returned to service at 
5:51 p.m.

PALMER
The Palmer Fire Department 

responded to seven fire calls and 
five medical assist calls from June 
13-June 19:

June 13 at 1:13 p.m. Respond-
ed to Bennet Street for a motor 
vehicle fire. Returned to service at 
2:15 p.m.

June 13 at 2:26 p.m. Respond-
ed with mutual aid to Three Rivers 
to Sykes Street for a motor vehicle 
extrication. Returned to service at 
2:51 p.m.

June 14 at 4:59 p.m. Respond-
ed to High Street in Thorndike for a 
motor vehicle accident with injury. 
Returned to service at 5:41 p.m.

June 16 at 7:43 a.m. Respond-
ed to Wilbraham Street for an alarm 
activation. Returned to service at 
8:29 a.m.

June 16 at 1:14 p.m. Respond-
ed with mutual aid for Brimfield 
to Willow Circle for a cooking fire 
confined to container. Returned to 
service at 1:48 p.m.

June 16 at 6:40 p.m. Respond-
ed to Park Street for a brush fire. 
Returned to service at 7:05 p.m.

June 19 at 8:40 a.m. Respond-
ed to North Main Street for a motor 
vehicle accident with no injury. Re-
turned to service at 8:46 a.m.

Palmer
Police Dept.

The Palmer Police Department 
reported 515 incidents on its logs 
for June 13-20 including:

June 13
Theodore M. Murray, 63, of 

167 Palmer Rd. in Monson, was 
arrested and charged with assault, 
disturbing the peace and OUI liquor 
after officers responded to an un-
wanted person complaint on Breck-
enridge Street in Palmer.

Police arrested Alexis Ambroge 
Sheehan, 41, of 1834 Main Road in 
Westport, Connecticut on charges 
of OUI liquor, negligent operation 
of a motor vehicle and vandalizing 
property and Abigail Chatham Mar-
ean, 43, of 94 Havemeyer Street in 

Brooklyn, New York of charges of 
OUI liquor, possession of a Class 
B drug and negligent operation of 
a motor vehicle with a suspended 
registration following a traffic stop 
on Commercial Street.

Also that day, police responded 
to an assault and battery complaint 
at the Palmer Healthcare Center on 
Shearer Street.

June 15
Police arrested an unnamed 14 

year-old at Palmer High School on 
a charge of carrying a dangerous 
weapon on school grounds.

June 16
Sharie L. Robinson, 35, of 

444A N. Main Street, apt. 332 in 
East Longmeadow, was arrested 
in the vicinity of Park and Walnut 
streets and charged with OUI liquor, 

unlicensed operation of a motor ve-
hicle and operating a motor vehicle 
with a revoked or suspended regis-
tration.

Also that day, Dmitry Privede-
nyuk, 41, of 116 Berkshire Street in 
Indian Orchard, was arrested and 
charged with assault by dangerous 
weapon following a well-being 
check on Danielle Drive.

June 17
Donald W. Harper, 31, of 12 

Orchard Street in Palmer, was ar-
rested on three warrants. No other 
details were provided.

June 18
Police responded to a com-

plaint of a breaking and entering 
of a motor vehicle in the vicinity of 
Babcock Tavern Road in Ware.

STOW— After a record-set-
ting number of fireworks-related 
fires in 2020 and a sharp decline in 
2021, fireworks incidents in Mas-
sachusetts rebounded last year, 
according to Massachusetts State 
Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey 
and State Police Colonel John E. 
Mawn Jr.

The two remind residents “to 
leave fireworks to the professionals 
this summer,” a news release states.

Fireworks-related fires and ex-
plosions in Massachusetts skyrock-
eted at the height of the COVID-19 
pandemic, jumping from 57 in 
2019 to 189 in 2020, the officials 
said. These numbers declined sig-
nificantly in 2021, when 80 inci-
dents were reported statewide.

In 2022, however, Massachu-
setts fire departments reported 106 
fires and explosions attributed to 
fireworks, an increase of nearly a 
third over the prior year. More than 
half of these incidents took place in 
the week of July 4, 2022. 

All told, the fireworks-related 
incidents last year caused 38 in-
juries and $414,279 in damages – 
more than double the property loss 
caused by fireworks in 2020.

“Every single year in Massa-
chusetts, people are hurt and prop-
erty is destroyed by illegal fire-
works,” Ostroskey said. 

“As we count down to the 
weeks when most of these inci-
dents occur, we’re reminding ev-
eryone that fireworks are illegal 
because they are dangerous. There 
will be plenty of permitted fire-
works displays this summer, so 
stay safe and leave fireworks to the 
professionals.”

Last year, joint enforcement 
efforts by the Massachusetts State 
Police and Department of Fire 
Services led to about 40 criminal 
summonses for violating the state’s 
fireworks laws, the officials said, 
confiscating nearly 3,000 packages 
of aerial shells, cakes, fountains, 
bottle rockets, large rockets, Ro-
man candles, sparklers and other 
dangerous, illegal devices worth 
upward of $46,000. 

Those enforcement efforts 
will resume this year, they said.

“The unlicensed possession, 
use, and sale of fireworks are ille-

gal in Massachusetts,” Mawn said.
“Massachusetts law requires 

the confiscation of any illegal fire-
works we encounter, even if legally 
purchased elsewhere. Massachu-
setts State Police will seize any 
illegal fireworks that we discover 
during routine traffic stops and oth-
er activity. And with our local and 
state partners, State Police will be 
conducting targeted enforcement 
efforts to intercept illegal fireworks 
coming in from out of state.”

Officials emphasized that 
fireworks, including sparklers, are 
especially unsafe around children. 
Sparklers burn at temperatures 
of over 1,800 degree fahrenheit 
– hotter than the melting point of 
glass and aluminum. According 
to a 2021 report from the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission, “there were an estimated 
1,600 emergency department-treat-
ed injuries associated with fire-
crackers and 900 with sparklers,” 
in 2020. This accounted for almost 
10% of all fireworks-related inju-
ries that year.  Of those 900 injuries 
from sparklers, 44% were to chil-
dren under the age of 5. Sparklers 
burn at such high temperatures that 
they can easily ignite combustible 

materials even after they are extin-
guished; Last summer, nine people 
were displaced after careless dis-
posal of sparklers started a three-
alarm fire in their home.

Massachusetts fire depart-
ments reported nearly 1,000 fires 
related to illegal fireworks between 
2013 and 2022, officials said. In 
addition to the 42 fire service inju-
ries, five civilian injuries, and $2.5 
million in damages attributed to 
these fires, Massachusetts medical 
facilities reported about 30 severe 
burn injuries extending to 5% or 
more of the victims’ bodies that 
were caused by illegal fireworks.

The Department of Fire Ser-
vices posts a list of permitted 
municipal fireworks displays and 
updates it each week through the 
summer. To view the list – and to 
learn more about the dangers of 
illegal fireworks – visit the DFS 
page at mass.gov. 

Contributed photo

Police continue to confiscate illegal fireworks and warn about the dan-
gers they pose, particularly serious injuries and fires.

FIREWORKS SEASON

Leave it to the professionals, public 
safety leaders say

BOSTON - Registration is now 
open for the 2023  Boston Mara-
thon  Jimmy Fund Walk presented 
by Hyundai. Scheduled for Sunday, 
Oct. 1, funds raised from the Walk 
support all forms of adult and pe-
diatric patient care and cancer re-
search at one of the nation’s premier 
cancer centers, Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute.

The Jimmy Fund Walk is the 
only organized walk permitted on 
the famed Boston Marathon course, 
and participants have the flexibility 
to choose from four distance op-
tions:

5K walk,10K walk, Half Mar-
athon walk, or Marathon Walk. All 
registered walkers will re-
ceive a bib, medal, and a 
Jimmy Fund Walk T-shirt.

Register as an individ-
ual walker, team member, 
or start a team. 

To register for the 
Walk) or to support a walk-
er, visit www.JimmyFund-
Walk.org or call (866) 531-
9255. Registrants can enter 
the promo code NEWS for 
$5 off the registration fee.

Whatever route walk-
ers choose, participants 
will be treated to 10 refu-
eling stations as well as 
poster-sized photographs 
of patients displayed at 
each mile and half-mile 
marker as inspiration.

All four routes of the 
Jimmy Fund Walk will 
culminate at the Jimmy 
Fund Walk Finish Line. 
Due to construction in Co-
pley Square, the Jimmy 

Fund Walk Finish Line location has 
been moved to the Fenway neigh-
borhood for 2023. The finish line 
will include a celebration complete 
with food, music, and a speaking 
program.

If walkers wish to participate a 
bit closer to home, the Jimmy Fund 
Walk has flexible opportunities. 
Participants can also join the event 
virtually by walking their way from 
wherever they are most comfort-
able-in their neighborhood, on a fa-
vorite hiking trail, or on a treadmill 
at home. Virtual programming and 
supporting materials will be avail-
able.

The 2023 Walk will be held 

during the Jimmy Fund’s 75th an-
niversary year and will aim to raise 
$9 million in the effort to prevent, 
treat, and defy cancer. The Jimmy 
Fund Walk has raised more than 
$167 million for Dana-Farber Can-
cer in its 34-year history, raising 
a record-breaking more than $8.8 
million in 2022. 

Funds raised from the Walk 
support all forms of adult and pe-
diatric patient care and cancer 
research at  Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute. The Boston Athletic As-
sociation has supported the Jimmy 
Fund Walk since 1989, and Hyun-
dai has been the presenting sponsor 
for more than 20 years.

Register for the 35th Annual Boston 
Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA 
MOUNTAINER MODEL RKD 
LENGTH 33’, 2 SLIDE OUTS, REAR 
KITCHEN, SLEEPS 4, LOTS OF 
STORAGE BRIMFIELD (413)374-
1880

TAG SALE
COMMUNITY WIDE TAG SALE 
PINE VALLEY PLANTATION 281 
CHAUNCEY WALKER (ROUTE 21) 
BELCHERTOWN SAT 6/24 8:00 
AM-3:00PM MAPS, LUNCH, RE-
STROOMS. USE FRONT ENTRANCE

TAG SALE: JULY 1ST & 2ND, 
9am-5pm. Household items, some 
antiques, power tools, mechanics 
tools, tig welder, many items to see. 
26 Aspen St., Ware MA. Rain or 
shine.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

1*******A CALL WE HAUL
WE TAKE IT ALL
WE LOAD IT ALL

Lowest rates, accumulations, junk, 
estates, attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. Dump-
sters available for rent.

All Major CC’s
CALL NOW (413)531-1936

acallwehaul@gmail.com

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

**MINI SPLITS OR HIGH EFFI-
CIENCY HEAT PUMPS = MASS 
SAVE REBATES!!!** Take advan-
tage of MASSIVE rebates from Mass 
Save when we install a new Mini Split 
and High Efficient Heat Pumps - Just 
Call, Text or Email !!!! 413-282-8181
**Willing to travel all areas of Western 
MA 
Western Mass Home Repair
Offering all repairs, services, construc-
tion and consultation ** Licensed and 
Insured !
Call - Text - Email with any questions - 
We are here to help!

westernmasshomerepair@
gmail.com

413-282-8181

CLEANING 
SERVICES

RELIABLE HOUSE CLEANING 20 
YEARS EXPERIENCE CLEANING 
AND ORGANIZING. EXCELLENT 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE CALL 
(413) 455-9633

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

BRUSH CLEARING, VEGETATION 
CONTROL CLEARING OF FENCE 
LINES, OVERGROWN PROPER-
TIES, HIKING TRAILS CALL GARY 
(413)531-3538

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-
rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING– Klems ex-
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

CHRISTOPHER HEIGHTS OF 
BELCHERTOWN is an assisted 
living community opened in 2018. We 
offer a warm, welcoming setting for our 
residents. We are looking for:
Closing Cook for 40 hours per week 
to help with preparing meals, maintain-
ing quality and sanitation, and helping 
with stocking. Must be able to work 
independently and practice excellent 
time management. Must also be com-
fortable with batch cooking, detail ori-
entated, possess adequate knife skills, 
and be able to lift 50 pounds. Abso-
lutely no late nights, with the kitchen 
closing by 6pm.
Full-Time CNA, HHA, or PCA to 
join our team for overnight shifts. Dai-
ly responsibilities include ADL care, 
meal service and socialization for our 
residents. Applicants must be available 
to work every other weekend. Flexible 
schedules available! If you are not 
licensed as a CNA or HHA, we can 
train you to work as a personal care 
attendant (PCA), so please inquire if 
you are interested!
Hourly wage is commensurate with 
experience.
Benefits: Dental insurance, flexible 
schedule, health insurance and paid 
time off.
Please apply in person at Christo-
pher Heights of Belchertown, 
99 Front Street, Belchertown, 
MA 01007.
CORI required. EOE

PCA NEEDED, EASY WORK 
FLEXIBLE HOURS, PLEASANT 
ENVIRONMENT IN BRIMFIELD 
FOR MORE INFO CALL CONNIE 
(413)271-0573

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM HEAVY 
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 1
The Town of Wilbraham is looking 
to fill 2 Heavy Equipment Operator I 
positions. For application and more in-
formation please visit www.wilbra-
ham-ma.gov.  Open until filled.  EOE

COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS

COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR 
RENT LOCATED IN BELCHER-
TOWN, MA 1200 sf.  12x14’ overhead 
door.  16’ ceilings.  1/2 bath with small 
mezzanine office area.  Propane heat. 
Internet available. Commercial use 
only.  $1050/mo
Call or text Tim (413) 315-1614

COMMERCIAL STORAGE UNIT 
FOR RENT 20’ wide by 30’ deep. 
11’ ceilings. Each unit has one garage 
door 10’ wide by 9’ high and one man 
door. Units have electricity, but no heat 
or plumbing.  Perfect for a tradesman 
to store tools, etc. Located in Belcher-
town, MA   $550/mo. Please call or text 
Tim  (413) 315-1614

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination because of 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination.” 
We will not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate which is in 
violation of the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

DUPLEX APT. 2 br., 2 ba., full base-
ment, washer/dryer hookups. No pets. 
Town St., Ware. 413-283-9575

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of July 4th, 
the Classifieds have an 
EARLY AD DEADLINE.

To advertise, 
place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, June 29
Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. This 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news staff that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

The editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

The successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

This full-time position with flexible schedule is 
based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a staff writer and 
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write 
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven 
   environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience 
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P1246EA
Estate of:

James Joseph Barrett, Jr.
Date of Death: 01/02/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wil l  with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Ann Marie Barrett 
Noel of Hampden, MA 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Ann Marie Barrett 
Noel of Hampden, MA 

be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
07/12/2023.

This iså NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE

MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE 

CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Represent-

ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to 
the estate, including the 
distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: June 13, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

06/22/2023

Public Notices
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      HOME, YARD, GARAGELOGGING ROOFING1 3

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles

Gutters • Historical Restoration 
Flat Roofs • SNOW REMOVAL

A Trusted Name Since 1982

413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com 

 Roberts Roofs
2

LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY
Shipping Can Be Arranged • Rentals Available

413-544-9027 • 1-800-232-6132
1292 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-4pm • Sat. 7am-Noon

Park Saw Shop

4

1

4

INSURANCE

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393
2

3

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE ON

Local HOME PROs
CALL 283-8393

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION 

CARE AND 
PROTECTION 

TERMINATION OF 
PARENTAL RIGHTS 
DOCKET NUMBER 

22CP0147SP
Trial Court of 
Massachusetts 
Juvenile Court 

Department 
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Hampden County 

Juvenile Court 
80 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
413-748-7714

TO: Ryan Fortier or 
the father of Riley Mae 
Demetrius born on July 8, 
2022 in Springfield, MA to 
Samantha Joan Demetrius: 

A petition has been pre-
sented to this  court  by DCF 
South Central, seeking as to 
the following child:

Riley Mae Demetrius
that said child be found 

in need of  care  and  protec-
tion  and committed to the 
Department of Children and 
Families. The  court  may 
dispense the rights of the 
person(s) named herein to 
receive notice of or to con-
sent to any legal proceed-
ing affecting the adoption, 
custody, or guardianship 
or any other disposition of 
the child named herein, if it 
finds that the child is in need 
of  care  and  protection  and 
that the best interests of the 
child would be served by 
said disposition.

Y o u  a r e  h e r e -
b y  O R D E R E D  t o 
appear in this  court, at 
the  court  address set forth 
above, on the following date 
and time: 07/31/2023 at 9:00 
AM Other Hearing 

You may bring an attor-
ney with you. If you have 
a right to an attorney and if 
the court determines that you 
are indigent, the  court will 
appoint an attorney to repre-
sent you.

If you fail to appear, 
the  court  may proceed 
on that date and any date 
thereafter to a trial on the 
merits and adjudication of 
this matter.

For further information 
call the Office of the Clerk-
Magistrate at (413) 748-
7714.

W I T N E S S :  H o n . 
David B. Paradis, FIRST 
JUSTICE, 

D A T E  I S S U E D : 
06/01/2023

Paul R Viets, 
Clerk-Magistrate

06/08, 06/15, 06/22/2023

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE 

TRIAL COURT
Docket No. 23 SM 002389

ORDER OF NOTICE
TO: Frederick M. Dyer, 

IV
and to all persons enti-

tled to the benefit of the 
Se rv i cemembers  C iv i l 
Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. C. 50 
§3901 (et seq):

NewRez LLC d/b/a 
S h e l l p o i n t  M o r t g a g e 
Servicing

claiming to have an 
interest in a Mortgage cov-
ering real property in Three 
Rivers (Palmer), numbered 
2042 Pleasant Street, given 
by Frederick M Dyer IV 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
as mortgagee, as a nomi-
nee for Shamrock Home 
Loans, Inc., its successors 
and assigns, dated February 
28, 2020, and recorded in 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 23106, 
Page 174, and now held 
by the Plaintiff by assign-
m e n t ,  h a s / h ave  f i l e d 
with this court a com-
plaint for determination of 
Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status.

I f  you now are ,  or 
recently have been,  in 
the active military ser-
vice of the United States 
of America, then you may 
be entitled to the bene-
fits of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned prop-
erty on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or 
before 07/31/2023 or you 
may lose the opportunity to 
challenge the foreclosure on 
the ground of noncompli-
ance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. 
PIPER, Chief Justice of this 
Court on 6/15/2023.

Attest: 

Deborah J. Patterson 
Recorder

06/22/2023

Invitation for Sealed Bids
Town of Monson 

Highway Department
The Highway Surveyor 

will accept sealed bids for 
bituminous materials, in 
place, and picked up F.O.B 
for fiscal year 2024. All bid 
envelopes must be clearly 
marked as such. All bid-
ders are required to be in 
compliance with Mass. 
General Laws, Chapter 
149, Prevailing wage rates, 
where applicable. The high-
way surveyor reserves the 
right to reject any or all 
bids and waive any infor-
malities in the bidding if he 
deems it in the best inter-
est of the town to do so. 
Bid specifications must be 
obtained from the Highway 
Department Office. They 
can be picked up at 198 
Main Street Monson, Ma 
01057, rear of Memorial 
Town Hall from 7:30 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m., Monday through 
Friday or can be emailed 
upon request by calling the 
Highway Department at 
(413) 267-4135. Bidders 
must be prequalified by the 
Contract Engineer of Mass. 
D.O.T., before specifications 
can be handed out. Bids will 
be received until 10:00 a.m., 
Friday July 7, 2023, and 
will be opened and read at 
that time in the office of the 
Highway Surveyor. The bid 
shall include a statement of 
non-collusion.

Ben Murphy
Highway Surveyor
Monson Highway 

Department
06/22/2023

Section 00.11.39
ADVERTISEMENT TO 

BID
The Palmer Housing 

Authority, the Awarding 
Authority, invites sealed bids 
from Contractors for the 
Walkway Improvements 
in Palmer, Massachusetts, in 
accordance with the docu-
ments prepared by Graves 
Engineering, Inc.

The Project consists of: 
Select removal and replace-
ment of concrete walkways.

The work is estimated to 
cost $68,400.

Bids  are  subject  to 
M.G.L. c.30§39 & to mini-
mum wage rates as required 
by M.G.L.

c.l49 §§26 to 27H inclu-
sive.

T H I S  P R O J E C T 
I S  B E I N G 
ELECTRONICALLY BID 
AND HARD COPY BIDS 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
Please review the instruc-
tions in the bid documents 
on how to register as an elec-
tronic bidder. The bids are 
to be prepared and submit-
ted at www.biddocsonline.
com. Tutorials and instruc-
tions on how to complete the 
electronic bid documents are 
available online (click on the 
“Tutorial” tab at the bottom 
footer).

General Bids will be 
received until 11:00 AM 
on Friday, 7 July 2023 and 
publicly opened online, forth-
with.

A l l  B i d s  s h o u l d 
b e  s u b m i t t e d  o n l i n e 
a t  w w w . b i d d o c s o n
line.com and received no 
later than the date and time 
specified above.

General bids shall be 
accompanied by a bid depos-
it that is not less than five 
(5%) of the greatest possible 
bid amount (considering all 
alternates), and made pay-
able to the Palmer Housing 
Authority.

Bid Forms and Contract 
Documents will be available 
for pick-up at www.biddo
csonline.com (may be viewed 
electronically and hardcopy 
requested) or at Nashoba 
Blue, Inc. at 433 Main Street, 
Hudson, MA 01749 (978-
568-1167).

There is a plan deposit of 
$50.00 per set (maximum of 
2 sets) payable to BidDocs  
ONLINE Inc.

Plan deposits may be 
electronically paid or by 
check. This deposit will be 
refunded for up to two sets 
for general bidders and for 
one set for sub-bidders upon 
return of the sets in good 
condition within thirty (30) 
days of receipt of general 
bids. Otherwise the deposit 
shall be the property of the 
Awarding Authority.

Additional sets may be 
purchased for $50.00

B i d d e r s  r e q u e s t i n g 
Contract Documents to be 

mailed to them shall include 
a separate check for $40.00 
per set for UPS Ground (or 
$65.00 per set for UPS over-
night), nonrefundable, pay-
able to the BidDocs ONLINE 
Inc., to cover mail handling 
costs.

P R E - B I D 
CONFERENCE /  SITE 
VISIT:

D a t e  a n d  T i m e : 
Wednesday, 28 June 2023 at 
11:00 AM

Address: Project Site 
Communi ty  Room,  13 
Fletcher Street, Palmer

Instructions: The meeting 
is not mandatory.

S I T E  V I S I T  B Y 
APPOINTMENT: NONE

The Contract Documents 
may be seen, but not removed 
at:
Palmer Housing Authority

13 Fletcher Street
Palmer, MA 01069

413-283-9311

Nashoba Blue Inc.
433 Main Street

Hudson, MA 01749
978-568-1167

06/22/2023

PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE
In accordance with the 

provisions of Chapter 40A, 
Section 11, M.G.L. the 
Palmer Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing 
on Monday, July 10, 2023 
at 7:15 PM in the Town 
Administrative Building, 
4417 Main St, Palmer MA.

The applicant ,  RDL 
Assoc ia tes ,  LLC,  136 
Carmelina Circle, Ludlow 

MA 01056, is seeking a 
Special Permit as required 
by section 171.73 of the 
Palmer Zoning Ordinance to 
remove Earth materials for a 
two year term (2023-2024) 
from the property located off 
Palmer Street, Bondsville, 
also known as Assessor’s 
Map 24 Lot 66.

A copy of the applica-
tion may be inspected at the 
Planning Department office 
in the Town Administration 
Building Monday-Thursday 
8am – 4:30pm

Anyone interested in 
more information or wish-
ing to be heard on the 
application can contact the 
Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the 
time and place designated 
above.

This notice shall also be 
posted on the Massachusetts 
Newspape r  Pub l i she r s 
Association’s (MNPA) web-
site (http://masspublicnotic-
es.org).

Michael Marciniec, 
Chairman

06/22, 06/29/2023

Town of Wales
Zoning Board of Appeals

In  accordance  wi th 
the provisions of MGL Ch 
40A §10 &§11, the Wales 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
will hold a public hear-
ing on July 10, 2023, at 
the Wales Senior Center 
at 5:30 p.m. on the appli-
cation of Michael Dupont 
regarding the property at 
38 Walker Road in Wales. 
The Building Inspector 
has made a determination 
that the Special Permit for 
the property to operate as 

a campground had expired 
due to Inactivity under Wales 
Zoning Bylaws Section 
8.4.8 and Abandonment 
under Wales Zoning Bylaws 
Section 4.2.3, thus requir-
ing a new Special Permit 
from the Planning Board. 
The applicant is requesting 
that the ZBA overturn the 
Building Inspector’s decision 
and issue a Special Permit 
to operate a campground at 
38 Walker Road. Any per-
son interested and wishing 
to be heard on this applica-
tion should refer to July 10th 
2023 agenda on the Zoning 
Board of Appeals page on 
the town website (www.
townofwales.net) under zon-
ing board agenda for the 
above date. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please 
email planning@townof
wales.net
06/22, 06/29/2023

Public Notices

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

WARE- Dis-
tracted driving is 
of most concern 
in summer, when 
more people take 
the opportunity to 
travel, explore and 
visit family. Travel-
ing with pets com-
pounds this concern, 
as unrestrained pets 
can both cause dis-
tractions and make 
accidents more dan-
gerous.

“Pets can easily 
take a driver’s atten-
tion from the road, 
posing a serious risk not only to the pet 
but also to the passengers riding in the 
same vehicle,” says Michael Leung, 
co-founder and lead product designer 
of  Sleepypod, a manufacturer of pre-
mium pet carriers and pet restraint sys-
tems. “If there is nothing restraining a 
pet in a hard stop or car accident, the 
pet can become a projectile and poten-
tially collide with fellow pets or human 
passengers.”

Such a collision could be cata-
strophic, regardless of a pet’s size. A 
10-pound dog in a 50-mile-an-hour 
car crash exerts 500 pounds of force. 
Meanwhile, an 80-pound dog in a 
30-mile-per-hour crash exerts 2,400 
pounds of force.

Unrestrained pets may also fall or 
jump out of open windows or flee the 
car in fear after a crash, potentially be-
coming lost, injured, or worse.

A quality, rigorously tested pet 
restraint can make all the difference 
in preventing distracted driving and 
keeping human and pet passengers safe 
during an accident. Interestingly, an 
American Automobile Association sur-
vey found that, while more than 80% of 

drivers admitted that they recognize the 
dangers of driving with an unrestrained 
pet, only 16% used pet restraints.

Leung spearheaded Sleepypod’s 
rigorous advanced crash-testing pro-
gram. He and his research and develop-
ment team gather real-life accident data 
through Sleepypod’s crash replacement 
program, which offers customers who 
have used a pet safety restraint while in 
an accident replacement pet restraints 
or discounts on new pet restraints.

Follow these tips for minimizing 
pet-related distractions and keeping 
pets safe during accidents:

Pets should always be restrained 
in a back seat to prevent them from 
injury if an airbag is deployed. If the 
pet cannot restrain your pet with a 
reputable, tested car restraint, the next 
safest option is to place the pet in the 
footwell behind the front seat. Smaller 
pets are safer when fully contained in 
a restrained carrier, while larger dogs 
should ride in a car safety harness that 
does not connect the pet with an exten-
sion tether. Pets should be unable to 
slide forward far enough to “subma-
rine,” or drop off the seat, at any point 
during a collision.

Tips for driving safe with 
pets this summer
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SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS AND 
SCHOOL VAN DRIVERS

*Brimfield, Palmer, Brookfield, Barre, 
Templeton, Hubbardston*

$18.50 to higher hourly pay. 
WILL TRAIN THE RIGHT PEOPLE, 

RIGHT NOW FOR FALL JOBS. 
Part time work with full time pay.

Paid sick time, Paid FMLA, Paid holidays
Work the school schedule, split shifts. 

JP MCCARTHY BUS
email jobs@mccarthybus.com

text or call 413-234–0137

About 50 veterans showed up for the event, despite 
the weather, according to Race Cars for a Cause Found-
er and President Jeff Archambeault.

“In the first 45 minutes, we had 35 signed in,” he 
said, with more continuing to arrive throughout the af-
ternoon as skies cleared.

A total of 16 drivers volunteered their time and 
skills on the track, including many members of Palmer 
Motorsports Park. Porsche/Audi of Norwell also sup-
plied cars and drivers for the event.

Dunkin’ of Western MA was one hand with plenty 
of fuel to keep drivers and passengers going.

Attending Military Appreciation Day for the first 
time was Westfield veteran Bruce Cordero, who serves 
in the Air National Guard out of Barnes Air National 
Guard Base in Westfield.

Having served in the U.S. Air Force for 20 years, 
Cordero has spent eight years in the Air National Guard.

“I’m a lifer,” he said.
Cordero said being on the track at Palmer Motor-

sports Park is like nothing he’s ever been able to do be-
fore.

“To actively get out and be able to see the track as 
the drivers do, being able to experience it in a different 
way than being on the side,” Cordero said.

Joining him was his girlfriend Rebecca Jackson, 
and their 7-month-old daughter, Myla. Jackson was 
also able to ride along on the track, as the event serves 
both veterans and their family members.

Cordero said his favorite car he rode in was a Maz-
da Miata, while Jackson said her favorite was the 2004 
Subaru STI owned and driven by Brookfield resident 
Mitchell Bourque. 

Bourque is an instructor at Palmer Motorsports 
Park, and the STI is his daily driver, but it’s also seen a 
lot of action on racetracks.

“This car has seen every track in New England,” 
Bourque said. 

This was his first year driving at Military Appreci-
ation Day and something he enjoyed doing.

“It’s just awesome that I can give back…these guys 
did things I never did,” Bourque said.

West Brookfield U.S. Air Force veteran Ryan 
Quigley said Bourque’s car was his favorite ride of the 
day and he talked about how important this event was 
for him.

“It’s great…it’s nice to have something like this to 
meet other veterans,” Quigley said. “It means a lot.”

About Race Cars for a Cause
Race Cars for a Cause was founded by Archam-

beault in 2015, and has already served close to 600 
veterans, active military and their families at its events. 
Race Cars for a Cause is a nonprofit dedicated to help-
ing veterans and active military.

Held at racetracks all over New England, the Mil-
itary Appreciation Day in Palmer is their biggest event 
of the year.

For more information, visit cars4acause.co, email 
jeffgt3@cars4acause.co or call 855-346-7223.

RACE CAR  ❙  from page 1

One of the drivers takes his turn as a passenger in Palmer Motorsports Park’s Mus-
tang. 

Volunteers of all ages helped make the event successful.

Bruce Cordero and Rebecca Jackson pose with their 
daughter between laps on the track.

Rebecca Jackson holds 7-month-old Myla.

Porsche/Audi of Norwell supplied several cars and driv-
ers.

Veterans 
signed this 
tire at the 
event.

Mitchell Bourque of 
Brookfield was one 
of the drivers for the 
event. Bourque is an 
instructor at Palmer 
Motorsports Park.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

By Ryan Drago
Correspondent

HARDWICK – A sunny afternoon 
brought an entertaining atmosphere to 
the local brewery, Lost Towns Brewing 
in Gilbertville. 

The venue is currently known for 
its tasty refreshments after its origin 
started as a small meat and grocery 
store, Czabaj Market. 

Lost Towns got itself established 
as a brewery in 2018. The venue now 
hosts entertaining events for locals all 
around different towns who appreciate 
the laid-back atmosphere and the pres-
ence of local arts.   

One of these local arts is music 
by local indie folk-rock musician and 
singer, Josh Noone.

Noone, originally from Palmer and 
now residing in Warren, has performed 
his music several times at Lost Towns. 
This past Sunday, Noone gave another 
fun performance for the patrons of Lost 
Towns with his acoustic guitar and vo-
cals of mostly covers of familiar rock 
and country favorites, along with a few 
original songs. 

One of the original songs per-
formed is titled, “Affection”. Covers 
or original songs, the entire room full 
of brewery patrons were enjoying the 
added excitement to their Sunday after-
noon. 

Lost Towns is currently operated 
by Jim and Pam Spurrell, along with 
their son, Alex, who was on the clock 
during the musical event. Alex gave 
well detailed information about what 
genres of music are popularly known 
in the brewery. 

Noone certainly fits the descrip-
tion with an acoustic feel to classic 
rock and country favorites.

“It’s perfect,” said Alex. “His mu-
sic fits the environment of the Brew-
ery.” 

Noone was not alone on stage as 
he performed alongside another indie 
musician and singer, Jason Wood. 

Living in Brimfield and originally 
from Idaho, Wood has been a musi-
cian for about 15 years. In addition to 
his acoustic guitar, Wood brought the 
sound of the cajon, a percussion type 
drum box. 

While performing with Noone, 
Wood would play the cajon while sit-
ting on top of it and drumming on its 
frontside. 

Together, they brought a small-
town country feel to the Brewery as 
they included covers of “Say it Ain’t 
So”, “Scar Tissue”, “I Will Wait”, and 
others. Both musicians always enjoy 
sharing the stage with each other and 
have the upmost courtesy for each oth-
er’s time off and on stage. 

“Giving each other a notice to 
takeover whenever one of us needs a 
break,” said Wood. 

Wood noted that he always enjoys 
performing with Noone, and is always 
grateful for the atmosphere Lost Towns 
Brewing has to offer. 

“This is one of my favorite venues 
to perform…it’s so appreciative,” he 
said.

Wood’s claim shows merit, as the 
audience in the Brewery were cheering 
and clapping with joy. 

Wood has been performing musi-
cal gigs in the area for about five years 
and intends to continue. He also has his 
own studio, Moody Creek Studio. 

After the event was concluded, 
Noone shared some of his regular mu-
sic venues and what brings him back to 
Lost Towns Brewing. He also performs 
open mic nights at the Brewery, which 
take place on Friday nights. 

Noone’s other venues include Saw 
Dust Coffee House and Dessert Bar in 
Sturbridge and he mentioned he will be 
performing this summer at the Brim-
field Winery. 

Noone and Wood have not set a re-
turn date to the Brewery, but intend to 
return soon. 

Other events at the Brewery in-
clude a monthly Beer and Yoga event, 
which will take place next Saturday, 
June 24. The Friday open mic nights 
take place every Friday from 6-8 p.m. 

Lost Towns also works with a local 
farm that delivers great food and des-
serts, Farmer Matt out of New Brain-
tree. 

You can follow Lost Towns Brew-
ing on Facebook and get more infor-
mation on their upcoming events and 
activities at https://ltbrew.com. Lost 
Towns Brewing is located at 483 Main 
St., Gilbertville, right off Route 32.  
 

Brewery sets the stage 
for local music
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Local musicians Josh Noone and Ja-
son Wood get ready to perform at Lost 
Towns Brewing.


