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MONSON

School
Committee
approves
Summerfest

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy @turley.com

MONSON - The Mon-
son School Committee met
on June 11 for a full session
that addressed leadership re-
organization, a significant
preschool restructuring pro-
posal, community concerns
about financial transparency,
and highlights from a recent
international  student  trip.
The meeting, the first since
the town’s annual election,
demonstrated both the Com-
mittee’s internal focus on ed-
ucational improvement and
the community’s demand for
greater fiscal accountability.

Leadership
reorganization

The Committee began
with its annual leadership
elections. Allison Morgan
was unanimously re-elected
as Chair, with members of-
fering praise for her steady
guidance over the past year.
Colleen Flynn voiced her sup-
port, stating that Morgan had
done ““a fantastic job,” while
Morgan accepted the role
with humor, joking that she
wasn’t even given the chance
to decline. Karen Nothe-Val-
ley was unanimously elected
Vice Chair, and Peter Wig-
gins was appointed Secretary,
agreeing to finalize meeting
minutes he had been manag-
ing. Due to the full agenda,
the Committee postponed as-
signing liaisons, though Wig-
gins suggested relying on last
year’s appointments for the
time being.

Mission and
Vision affirmed

Committee member Ja-
mie Murphy read aloud the
school district’s mission and
vision statements. The mis-
sion focuses on maximizing
learning and maintaining
high standards to develop re-
sponsible, productive global
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PALMER

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER - This sum-
mer, the Palmer Public
Library’s Youth Advisory
Board is bringing a new kind
of community outreach to
neighborhoods across town
with its Summer Movie
Nights in the Park series,
featuring free outdoor film
screenings at different parks
throughout Palmer. The first
screening, Barbie, kicked off
Friday, June 20 at Legion
Field, behind the old Con-
verse Middle School, with
the movie starting at dusk.

The idea began with
Olivia Chartrand, Youth Ser-
vices Librarian and director
of the Youth Advisory Board,
who was looking for creative
ways to bring the library to
residents who may not reg-
ularly make the trip to Main
Street. “Palmer tends to kind
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Director of the Youth Advisory Board Olivia Chartrand with the various members of the board running the concession stand.

HOLLAND

Water ski collective hosts adaptive ski event

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

HOLLAND - With

bright skies above and the
calm waters of Hamilton
Reservoir shimmering be-

low, more than 20 individ-
uals with physical and cog-
nitive disabilities gathered
on Thursday, June 19, for
a day they would not soon
forget. The Webster Water
Ski Collective (WWSC), in

partnership with Team Hoyt
New England and the Aqua
Riders of Holland, hosted
the 3rd Annual Team Hoyt
New England Adaptive Ski
Day, kicking off the group’s
sixth season of adaptive wa-

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

Two trained skiers ride alongside a participant to make sure if anything happens on the water
they are able to help as soon as possible.

ter skiing.

Held at the private ski
site of the Aqua Riders in
Holland, the all-day event
brought together partici-
pants, families, and over
two dozen volunteers to de-
liver not just recreation, but
freedom, empowerment, and

community.
13 .
Every event brings
new smiles, new break-

throughs, and reinforces our
commitment to providing
life-changing  recreational
opportunities for people of
all abilities,” said Ryan Des-
roches, Director of Adaptive
Skiing at WWSC and one of
the organization’s founding
members.

WWSC was formed in
2019 by a small group of rec-
reational skiers who met on
the waters of Webster Lake.
By 2020, inspired by a visit

to the Leaps of Faith Adap-
tive Skiers in Connecticut,
they had launched their own
adaptive skiing program and
incorporated as a nonprofit.
For Linda Candela, also a
founding member and di-
rector, the journey has been
deeply personal.

“Water skiing is a sport
that demands you to be com-
pletely present,” Candela
said. “All your cares and
worries go out of your head.
And I've learned in life that
the only thing better than
having a passion is sharing
it.”

Candela describes the
program as a purpose-driven
labor of love, one that com-
bines the exhilaration of wa-
ter sports with the power of
inclusion. “To be able to al-
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MONSON

First Church hosts ‘bike blessing’

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - The morn-
ing air was filled with the
rumble of engines and the
spirit of fellowship as First

Church of Monson welcomed
bikers from across the region
to its inaugural Bike Bless-
ing and Ride. With chrome
shining in the sun and riders
gathering in leather and den-
im, the event offered a unique

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy
Rev. Holly Norwick joined in on the ride to Westview Creamery
after the blessings to the bikes.

mix of community, faith, and
motorcycle culture, marking
what church leaders hope will
become an annual tradition.

Led by Reverend Doctor
Holly Norwick, First Church
has been working to connect
with residents of all back-
grounds through events like
Coffee with Clergy, commu-
nity meals, and now, a cele-
bration that speaks directly
to the town’s growing biker
community.

“This is the kind of event
that reminds people that the
church can meet them wher-
ever they are, on a pew or a
motorcycle,” Norwick said.

The idea for the event
came from Rev. Norwick her-
self; she worked in conjunc-
tion with local biker clubs
to help organize the ride and
blessings. A newcomer to
riding herself, Norwick has
found inspiration in the cama-
raderie and spirit of the biker
community, and saw an op-
portunity to bring those val-
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MONSON

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy
The Monson Lion’s Club showed up with a tent selling snow cones and cotton candy.

Town rings in summer with fireworks

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy @turley.com

MONSON - The skies
over Monson lit up once
again as the town’s Mini
Summerfest Fireworks event
launched the summer cele-
bration season in spectacu-
lar fashion. Held on a swel-
tering June 21 evening with

parking opening at 5 p.m.,
the event featured live music,
food vendors, and a robust
community turnout; the re-
sult of months of planning by
the all-volunteer Summerfest
Committee. At the heart of
it all is Steve Slozak, who
has served as the chairman
of the Summerfest Commit-
tee since 2010 and has been

8

involved since 2001. His
long-standing dedication to
the event, and to the commu-
nity, is evident in every de-
tail, from logistics to legacy.
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Maestro in our Midst: Francesco ‘Cicci’ Santucci

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - At age
86, trumpet player Francesco
“Cicci” Santucci still plays
the music he loves for four
hours every day in the Wil-
braham home he shares with
his wife, Susele Luzi.

“With the trumpet the
most important thing is the
muscles here,” he says, ges-
turing toward his mouth. “I
have to do it to keep in shape.”

“He rarely misses a day,”
confirms Luzi.

It’s this dedication and
his passion for music that
gave Santucci a spectacular-
ly long and successful career
as a trumpeter in his native
Italy. He’s played with many
all-time jazz greats, recorded
extensively for film and tele-
vision and performed all over
the world—even in Siberia.

He’s now rehearsing
for two performances with
the Old Post Road Orchestra
of Western Massachusetts.
OPRO will play music from
the top 100 films of all time

at June shows in Monson and
Springfield.
Santucci, who studied

composition for seven years,
arranged music from “The
Godfather” for the upcoming
shows. He has a personal con-
nection to the score, having
played for “Godfather” com-
poser Nino Rota on several
film scores in Italy.

OPRO Conductor Alex-
andria Black was enthralled
by Santucci’s take. “He pre-
sented it in a jazzy way I've
never heard before,” Black
said.

“In our first rehearsal,
Cicci was ready to go and rip-
ping the most amazing ad libs

and runs,” Black continued.
“As an ensemble musician
he’s been incredible to work
with and brought a lot of piz-
zazz to the orchestra. As a so-
loist, he blew me away.”
After the June perfor-
mances with OPRO, Santuc-
ci will return to Italy to play
with his musician friends, as
he does several times a year.
This summer he’ll perform in
and around Rome with jazz
pianist Luca Jacovella.

An Early Ear for Jazz

Santucci’s lifelong love
of jazz began when he was
a toddler. After World War
II, the American Army had
an encampment on his fami-
ly’s property in the Abruzzo.
The  sol-
diers would
come to
the  fami-
ly’s  home
every night
to play re-
cords on
the Santuc-
ci’s  wind-
up gramo-
phone.

Jazz
was lit-
tle-known
in Italy
then. Sitting on his mother’s
knee, four-year-old Cicci was
enraptured by Glenn Miller,
Benny Goodman and Louis
Armstrong.

“I started my life hearing
this kind of music,” he says,
and hums a few notes of Mill-
er’s “Moonlight Serenade.”

At age 12, after watch-
ing back-to-back screenings
of Kirk Douglas in the film
“Young Man with a Horn,”
Santucci asked his father to
buy him a trumpet.

“It was a horrible instru-
ment,” he recalls. “When I
began to play seriously I sold
it to a guy who made a lamp
out of it.”

He was soon playing
with a group of boys in his
hometown of Lanciano. The
young musicians piled into a
hearse owned by one of their
fathers to get to a gig in a
neighboring town.

Cicci Goes Pro
At age 17, Santucci per-
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Cicci Santucci with the trumpet he once loaned
to his friend, American jazz legend Chet Baker.
Inset, pins from Italy adorn Santucci’s lapel.

formed in Rome’s first jazz
festival; his  professional
career took off quickly. He
played in many festivals and
recorded records with The
Modern Jazz Gang. He re-
corded and toured the world
with musician Romano Mus-
solini—yes, the dictator’s
son.

“He was a wonderful pia-
nist,” recalls Santucci.

Through the years, San-
tucci’s talent also brought
him work with jazz greats Li-

onel Hampton, Archie Shepp,
Dexter Gordon and many oth-
ers.

In 1970, Santucci be-
came the trumpet soloist for
the Italian broadcasting net-
work RAI, where he worked
for 22 years.

“In those days, I was
very, very busy,” he recalls.
“I was on the radio every day
from 10 am to 2 pm. After
that we’d go to the studio and
record for movies, television
or pop songs, everything.”

And in the evening he’d
often jam with friends, among
them jazz legend Chet Baker.

Santucci remembers the
time Baker asked to borrow
his Martin trumpet. Baker
promised to return the instru-
ment in a couple of months,
but kept it for three years.

“The only satisfaction
was that Chet Baker was
playing my horn,” Santucci
says. He still plays that trum-
pet today.

Movie Music

Santucci’s versatility and
skill at improvisation brought
him decades of work on mov-
ie scores. He worked with his
friend, Ennio Morricone, one
of the world’s greatest film
composers, on several proj-
ects, including “The Legend
of 1900” and “The Mission.”
He has a haunting flugelhorn
solo in Morricone’s score for
“Bugsy.”

Santucci recalled that on
one film, “I arrived in the stu-
dio and Morricone gave mu-
sic to everyone but not to me.
He said ‘Look at the screen.
Play what you want!” And I
did. It was all improvising.”

His trumpet can be heard
on “Life is Beautiful,” “Tie

Me Up! Tie Me Down!”
“Malena,” and more films
than he can name.

Life in America

Santucci met his wife,
Wilbraham native  Susele
Luzi, in 1997 at a jazz club
while she was teaching En-
glish in Rome.

“He asked me for a les-
son and since I had a crush
on him I said I'd do it in
exchange for dinner,” Luzi
recalls. “He took me out to
dinner every night for three
months and that was it.”

They moved to Western
Massachusetts to be near Lu-
zi’s family shortly after they
married 20 years ago.

Santucci is happy to split
his time between their apart-
ment in Rome and home in
Wilbraham. “For us musi-
cians the United States was a
dream,” he says.

He’s also content when
he reflects on his long career.
“The music gave me a lot of
satisfaction and even the es-
teem of the top conductors in
Italy,” he says. “I feel like I
never worked.”

You can hear Santucci on
the trumpet at two upcoming
free family-friendly OPRO
performances: June 20, 7:30
pm, at Memorial Hall on
Main Street in Monson and
June 22, 3 p.m., at Loom-
is-Lakeside at Reed’s Land-
ing in Springfield.

The Monson concert is
supported in part by a grant
from the Monson Cultural
Council, a local agency sup-
ported by the Massachusetts
Cultural Council, a state
agency. The Loomis-Lake-
side concert is supported in
part by Loomis-Lakeside at
Reeds Landing.

Keep hosts ice cream
social on July 6

MONSON - Plan to visit
to the Keep Homestead Mu-
seum on July 6 from 1 to 3:30
p-m. for the Ice Cream So-
cial. Come and enjoy making
a sundae with Rondeau’s ice
cream and various toppings.

While enjoying your

sundae creation, enjoy the
musical entertainment fea-
turing FROZEN RED - Rose
Higgins, Fred Higgins, Finlay
Higgins (guitar) and Camille

Collins Lovell (fiddle). They
will be playing traditional
folk music.

Then tour the museum
to view new exhibits. Plan
to visit the gift shop where
handmade note cards featur-
ing buttons are for sale.

All are welcome to this
FREE event though donations
are welcome. A fun way to
end your Independence Day
celebration.

Conservation, Land Management info session July 9

STURBRIDGE - Are
you a landowner that is wor-
ried about what will happen
to your land in the future?
Are you unsure of how to
care for and manage your
land now? Determining how
to best care for and pro-
tect your land can be over-
whelming. But there are re-
sources available to

help chart your course!
MassConn Sustainable For-
est Partnership, Town of
Sturbridge, and Department
of Conservation and Recre-

ation presents Your Land,
Your Legacy: Planning for
the Future of Your Land, a
conservation and land man-
agement information ses-
sion happening July 9th at
12:30 PM at the Sturbridge
Senior Center, 480 Main St,
Sturbridge.

Landowners are in-
vited to this free forum to
learn about tools that can
help you accomplish your
goals and care for your
land now and in the future.
This workshop, presented

with support from Opacum
Land Trust, will answer all
of your conservation and
land management questions
in one place. There will be
opportunities to hear from
local experts including the
Sturbridge conservation
agent, a DCR service for-
ester, the town assessor, an
experienced  conservation
landowner, Open Space
Committee members, and
more.

RSVP by June 30 to re-
serve your spot by emailing

AAdams @OpacumLT.org
or by calling 508-347-9144.
More information can also
be found at www.opacumlt.
org/events/.

The MassConn Sus-
tainable Forest Partnership
is a voluntary association
of land trusts, conservation
organizations,  municipal,
state and federal agencies,
and foresters serving a re-
gion of 38 towns spanning
the border of South-Central
Massachusetts and North-
eastern Connecticut.

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

o

128 Main St., Monson ¢ 267-3495

www.richardgreeninsurance.com
Fax: 413-267-3496

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

RICHARD R. GREEN
— Insurance Agengy, Inc——

e AUTO » HOME ¢ BUSINESS e LIFE

® Great Locations ® Registry service
* Quotes gladly given ® We make housecalls

Please visit our website for an auto,
homeowners, or life insurance quotes

Two Locations:

[\

@'m”l
’lﬂfuranw
Agent

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

o

Clean Out

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Anthur “Skip” Gervais

Shed,, Pool. &
HHot Tub Renrovals

&B““‘ Trash R e

01,6/

Solutions

(774)397-6500

OUTSIDE

of the

BIG
BOX

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

THE CENTERED PLACE

SINCE 1988

Yoga & Meditation Classes

Offering both onsite and online classes

Voted Best Yoga in the region by
Town & Country Living Magazine ‘.

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,
open and energized.
Come experience this for yourself.

413 436 7374
286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA

WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM
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Brimfield Winery hosts Fniday mg.ht can Show

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

BRIMFIELD — On Friday
nights throughout the summer,
the fields at Brimfield Winery
come alive not with grapes,
but with gleaming chrome,
revving engines, and the un-
mistakable  soundtrack  of
the ’50s and ’60s. Hosted at
35 Main Street, these Friday
Night Car Cruises have be-
come a beloved local tradition;
part show, part social gather-
ing, and all heart.

“This isn’t about trophies
or competitions,” said Bruce
Marshall, known around the
region through his show Crui-
sin” with Bruce. “It’s a casu-
al night where car lovers can
hang out, share stories, grab
something to eat, and maybe
take home a bottle of wine.”

Marshall, owner and gen-
eral manager of Valley’s Clas-
sic Hits 97.7 FM, has been
running car shows for over
21 years. The Friday Cruise
Nights at Brimfield Winery
started just before the pandem-
ic and have grown steadily
ever since. “We’re here every
Friday night, weather permit-
ting. It’s about people coming
together to share their passion
for cars and connect with each
other.”

And come together they
do, from seasoned collectors
to new enthusiasts proudly
displaying their rides.

Josh Morin brought his
1930 Chevrolet, a car he’s
maintained since his retire-
ment 15 years ago. “I've been
into cars since I was a child,”
he said, standing proudly be-
side his vintage vehicle.

Ryan Hughes, just 22,
rolled in with his 1982 Chevy
Camaro Indy Race Car. “I've
been into cars my whole life.
My first word was ‘car,” he
laughed. “This is my first time
bringing one of my own to a
cruise night like this. It’s a
great feeling.”

Mark Stanikmas, another
regular, showed off his 1971
Buick GS. “I've had it for
five years,” he said. “Always
been into cars...as long as I've
known.”

For Marshall, the setting
is as much a draw as the vehi-
cles. “The wine slushies are a
big hit,” Marshall said. “Peo-
ple come out, unwind after
a long week, talk about their
cars, and listen to great music.
It’s a relaxing kickoff to the
weekend.”

The Brimfield Winery it-
self adds a special charm to the
experience. Founded by Kate
and Rusty Corriveau, the win-
ery has been open for seven
seasons and continues to grow.

“We started with six
wines, now we’re up to eight,”
said Kate Corriveau. “The
grapes are from Suisun Valley
in California, so it’s like drink-
ing California wine, made
here in Massachusetts.”

In addition to wine, the
Corriveaus produce ciders
from locally sourced apples
and have recently added a
brewery license, allowing
them to offer local beer as
well.

“Every year, we try to
build on what we’re doing;
more events and more offer-
ings,” Corriveau explained.
“We host tribute band con-
certs, fundraisers, and special

Josh Morin with his 1930 Chevrolet, bought 15 years ago when

he retired.

Monson Public Schools - School Choice

events. This year, we’re espe-
cially excited to finally open
our historic barn for guest
seating.”

The barn, dating back
to the mid-1800s, has been
painstakingly restored and re-
faced with original barn board
inside. “It’s been a labor of
love,” said Corriveau.

That spirit of community
and collaboration carries over
into the Friday cruises, which
serve as a warm-up to the
winery’s biggest event of the
year: the massive October Car
Show, held annually on the
second Saturday of the month.
With over 800 cars and thou-
sands of spectators, the show
raises funds for Hitchcock
Free Academy and the Brim-
field Fire Department.

“The fall show is huge,”
said Corriveau. “But nights
like these: laid-back, fun, and
full of connection, are what
make this place special.”

The Friday Cruise Nights
continue throughout the sum-
mer, with food trucks like
Cote’s Cooks at the June 20
show and Off the Hook Road-
side Eatery (June 27) offering
local fare. There will be no
cruises on July 4 or July 11,
but the lineup resumes after
that.

Guests are welcome to
bring their own food, though
supporting on-site food ven-
dors is encouraged. No out-
side alcohol is permitted, but
the winery’s tasting room and
bottle sales are open for those
looking to sip something spe-
cial while strolling the rows
of muscle cars, hot rods, and
vintage classics.

Whether you're a lifelong
gearhead or just looking for a
good time on a summer eve-
ning, Brimfield’s Friday Night
Car Cruises promise nostalgia,
good music, and even better
company.

Fancy vintage cars are lined up in the field behind the Brimfield
Winery as their owners drink wine and converse with fellow

car people.

Grade Level
Pre-K
Kindergarten
1st Grade
2nd Grade
3rd Grade
4th Grade
5th Grad
6th Grade
7th Grade
8th Grade
9th Grade
10th Grade
11th Grade
12th Grade
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Monson Schools is proud to announce the offering of new and improved
programs that have created a limited number of additional SCHOOL CHOICE
opportunities in grades: kindergarten, first, second, third, fourth, fifth,
seventh, eighth and ninth.

In addition to an already rigorous academic environment and successful
athletic programs including lacrosse, swimming, and football, Monson
Schools is proud to continue its commitment to excellence:

v’ Middle School STEM program and High School programs
specializing in Engineering and Health Care

v/ Music K-12, including Chorus and Band in grades 4-12

v’ PreK-12 Technology Instruction

v/ Expanded High School Virtual Learning Opportunities
v’ Dual enroliment opportunities to earn college credit before

graduation

Please call for more information!
(413) 267-4150 Extension 4907
Visit our website to learn more about Monson Schools’ dedication to
continuous improvement at http://www.monsonschools.com

Ryan Hughes at his first car meet as a participant with the 1982
Chevy Camaro Indie Race car he got a year ago.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
Mark Stanikmas with his 1971 Buick GS.

Belchertown Public Schools
School Choice PROGRAM
2025-2026 School Year

The Belchertown Public School District is now accepting applications for the
following School Choice openings for the 2025-2026 school year:

Grade K Grade 7 10
Grade 8
Grade 9

Grade 10

The Belchertown Public Schools combine innovation and tradition to provide
positive educational experiences for all of our students through quality
programs, dynamic teaching and healthy relationships.

The deadline for submitting a complete application is 4:00 p.m. on Friday,
July 18, 2025.

The selection of non-resident students for admission will be in the form of
a random drawing when the number of requests exceeds the number of
available spaces. There will be two drawings for this purpose. The first
will take place on July 18, 2025, and in the event of unexpected additional
openings, a second drawing will be conducted on August 22, 2025.

The application and guidelines can be downloaded at
www.belchertownps.org
or picked up at 14 Maple St., Belchertown, MA 01007.

The Belchertown School District does not discriminate in the admission of any
child on the basis of age, sex, gender identity, race, religion, color, national
origin, sexual orientation or ancestry, athletic performance, physical handicap,
special need, academic performance, disability or proficiency in the English
language in accoraance with applicable laws and regulations.



PAGE 4

June 26, 2025

I THE JOURNAL REGISTER

Viewpoints

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

In your answer to the
retired U.S. Navy veteran
about why he is forced to
enroll in Medicare, you fo-
cused on military TriCare’s
requirement for the mem-
ber to enroll in Medicare.
But you said nothing about
regular VA health care. If
a non-career veteran is el-
igible for VA health care,
couldn’t that be used in
place of Medicare?

Signed:
Veteran Advocate

Dear Veteran Advocate:

Thank you for your
feedback. FYI, I have pre-
viously explained numer-
ous times that veterans
who rely on the VA for
100% of their healthcare
can, indeed, disenroll from
Medicare Part B (thus sav-
ing the monthly Part B pre-
mium). I don’t personally
recommend it because of
my personal experience,
but it certainly is possible
to do so.

Personally, I use the
VA for some of my health-
care needs usually an an-
nual checkup and optome-
try services at my local VA
clinic, which is only a mile
away from where I live.
But for any extensive treat-
ment needs medical tests,
etc., I must travel about
40 miles to the nearest VA
hospital facility.

For contrast, I have
numerous private health-
care services, specialists
and hospitals very near
where 1 live, but to use
them under the VA I must
get VA preapproval and use
only certain VA approved
providers, which is incon-
venient for me.

Personally, I prefer
the freedom to go to any
healthcare service pro-
vider I choose, without
restriction, at any time I
need to. So, I use my VA
coverage when it is conve-
nient for me, but rely also
on non-VA, Medicare-ap-
proved specialists who 1
can choose to use or not
at will. For me, it’s a mat-
ter of convenience and the
freedom to use whichever
healthcare provider I want.

That said, I fully un-
derstand that some vet-
erans rely exclusively on
the VA for their healthcare

What about non-career

Veterans and their
VA healthcare?

needs, and I have explained
to many who have written
to me that they have that
option. I have also pub-
lished several public ar-
ticles about this as well.
Here is one such article:
https://socialsecu-
rityreport.org/ask-rusty-
why-should-a-veteran-
pay-for-medicare/

So, please rest assured
that we regularly advise our
veterans about their health-
care options under Medi-
care, including the ability
to decline Medicare Part B
coverage if they have full
VA healthcare coverage.
FYI, free Medicare Part A
(inpatient  hospitalization
coverage) is mandatory to
collect Social Security af-
ter age 65, but Medicare
Part B coverage is always
optional because there is a
premium associated with
Part B.

A veteran can decline
Medicare Part B coverage
and save that monthly pre-
mium, but they would need
to contact Social Security
to do so. Social Security
will want to interview the
veteran to ensure they are
aware of the potential fi-
nancial consequences of
not having Medicare Part
B. And they may need to
file form CMS-1763 Re-
quest for Termination. But
a non-career veteran can
opt out of Medicare Part
B if they get all of their
healthcare services through
the Veterans Administra-
tion.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory  or
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.

Read or subscribe to
The Journal Register online at
journalregister.turley.com
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Renovate your strawberry patch
and divide those irises, too

strawberry plants

this year, but
for those of you
who are com-
pleting  your
harvest, it’s
high time to
renovate  your
patch so that it
will remain pro-
ductive.

Sure, it will
be hard work, but
it’s absolutely necessary if
you want to keep the berries
coming!

First, get up the courage
to run the lawnmower over
your row of strawberries.
Yes, you heard correctly.
This will give you an op-
portunity to see what you
have to work with in a dense
planting, as well as cut down
on foliar diseases.

Set the mower at a
height of two and a half to
three inches and use the bag-
ger attachment if you have
one. Small plantings can be
clipped away by hand. Com-
post the leaves away from
your patch.

Now, assess your sur-
roundings and think back
to when you were doing all
that picking. Was your back
sore from reaching in to a
very wide row? Were most
of your berries on the small
side? If you answered yes
to both of these questions,
then serious renovation is in
order.

Use the tiller or a shovel
to shrink your row back to
a manageable width. Four-
teen inches is about as wide
as the experts recommend.
Choose the healthiest part
of your row and measure
out fourteen inches. Then,
remove all the runners that
have emerged outside of the
boundaries.

Those of us in the busi-
ness of growing things usu-
ally find this part difficult.
“Can’t just this one stay?”
Ease your guilt by giving
away the extras; or, use them
to start another patch.

Next, get rid of any
“mother” plants that are four

Istarted over with new

e
ande

by
Roberta Mcluaid

years or older. Unfortunate-
ly, they have aged beyond
their productivity. Simply
dig them up and send them
off to the compost pile.

Finally, remove daugh-
ter plants that are spaced
closer than four inches from
one another- another diffi-
cult task, but one that must
be accomplished if we want
large, healthy berries. As
you work within the row, be
sure to eradicate any and all
weeds that you come upon,
since these will compete
with your strawberry plants
for moisture and nutrients.

Now that your patch has
been renovated, it’s time to
reinvigorate. Add an inch or
two of compost or aged ma-
nure to the row, along with a
sprinkling of balance organ-
ic fertilizer.

Water at least every oth-
er day for the next couple
of weeks or until a healthy
stand of leaves has returned
to the plants. Keep up with
weeding, and continue to
pinch back runners until
frost hits.

Managed in this fash-
ion, a strawberry patch can
remain productive for five
years or more.

Another favorite plant
that may be in need of re-
invigoration is your iris.
If once upon a time they
bloomed strong and now
there is barely a blossom to
be seen, chances are they
are overcrowded. It’s time
to divide them and replenish
their soil.

In our climate, this
should be accomplished ev-
ery three or four years. Sur-
prisingly, and unlike most

other perennials, division of
irises should take place
no later than July
or August.

This
will give
them am-

ple time

to  take
hold in
their new location
prior to the ground
freezing.

At first glance
the act of dividing irises may
appear to be difficult. An
overgrown iris patch does
look like a maze of thick
roots, but take heart, the rhi-
zomes are shallow rooted
and come out of the ground
with relative ease.

Start digging at the out-
er edge of the clump, lifting
as you go. Once the entire
clump is removed, rhizomes
can be pried apart by hand.
The healthiest “fans” of fo-
liage are those the furthest
from the center. Leave
about two inches of rhizome
attached to each fan for re-
planting.

If you are changing
your site altogether, keep in
mind that irises need at least
six hours of full sun a day
for optimal flowering. They
despise “wet feet,” so plant
where drainage is good.

If your soil is lean, com-
post can be added to richen
it up. While you’re at it, add
a sprinkling of lime as well;
irises prefer a soil near neu-
tral. Dig a shallow hole wide
enough to fit the rhizome.
Make a ridge of soil in the
hole for it to sit on so that its
fibrous roots can hang down.

The top of the rhizome
should be level with the soil
surface and exposed, not
buried. This goes for bark
mulch as well, keep it clear
or blooms may be sacrificed.
If your irises hardly flow-
er but aren’t overcrowded
and are planted where they
receive enough sun, assess
your planting depth and ad-
just if necessary.

Examine your rhizomes
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Where is the small town funding

Letter to the Editor: Like many, if not
As the state’s most, rural towns in
FY26 budget limps its Massachusetts, Mon-

way to the finish line,
I worry. With 8,150

son has very limited
revenue streams. EXx-

wich,

niques are introduced,
Monson will find itself
more underwater than
Dana, Enfield, Green-
and Prescott.

troduced practical co-
operation partnerships,
which led to shared
endeavors. For exam-
ple, where the major

School

el? For example, the
Chairs of the Finance,
Committee,
Conservation Commis-
sion, and Board of As-

sorely needed new rev-
enue streams.

My previous letter
to the editor recom-
mended the pursuit of
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Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length,
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or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require that the
person submitting the opinion
also include his or her town of
residence and home telephone
number. We must confirm
authorship prior to publication.
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Please send opinions to:
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Letter to the Editor

24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069,
or by e-mail to:
journalregister@turley.com

The submission deadline for
consideration is Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Journal Register welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for
publication on these pages. Letters of up to
250 words from local residents endorsing
candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to The Journal
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to journalregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes (it
will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will
be printed. No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy will be
printed. If the volume of letters received is
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication.

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have an
event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form and
as a Word doc or plain email text — no PDFs or flyers, please —
to journalregister @turley.com.

UPCOMING
WING MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
AUXILLIARY SHOP
40 Wright St., Palmer

JUNE VENDOR SALES
June 26 Thera Feet
June 30 Generations of Cookies

JULY VENDOR SALES

July 8 K and H Jewelry

July 14 Generations of Cookies
July 15 Wicked Good Treats
July 16 How Charming

AUGUST VENDOR SALES
August 5 K and H Jewelry
August 7 Sweets and Treats
August 12 Wicked Good Treats
August 18 Generations of Cookes
August 19 Hobbit Hollow Herbs

August 20 How Charming
ONGOING
THURSDAYS - WESTERN BRIM LINE DANCE

CLASSES 6:30 - 7:30 & 7:30 -8:30, $10 for one lesson or both!
location: Brimfield Winery 35 Main Street. Brimfield. Check
brimfieldwinery.com for any variations. (no classes July 10)

Fridays: - FRIDAY NIGHT CAR CRUISES with Bruce

Marshall 4 pm - 9 p.m., come check out the amazing car col-
lection. Brimfield Winery 35 main st. Brimfield.

Viewpoints

UPCOMING:
June 29 & July 27, 11 am - noon. Barre class at Brimfield
Winery by Rebecca Lehman - reserve on facebook- brimfield
winery/events.

JULY 17, Guided Wine & French Macaron Pairing Ex-
perience at Brimfield Winery, 6-8 p.m. Tickets online:https://
brimfieldwineandmacaron.eventbrite.com/.

July 19 10 - 4:00 PM PAWS 4 BLUE K-9 3rd ANNUAL
FUNDRAISER & CRAFT FAIR

July 26 - 4 p.m. - St. Christopher’s Chicken BBQ at Old
Home Day- Brimfield Winery 35 Main St Brimfield. Ticket
info at St.Christopher’s 413-245-7274 or online brimfieldwin-
ery.com/events.

July 31: Southern Rain plays at Western Brim, Brimfield
Winery 35, Main Street, Brimfield.

ONGOING
CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2-4 p.m. daily at the Holland
Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice differ-
ent crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. For more
information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely
Rd., Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hik-
ing, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can
be found in the parking lot. The Phillips Sculpture Garden is
open year-round (handouts in box on one of the signposts). For
more information call 413-267-4137, email khm @keephome-
steadmuseum.org or visit keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members
meet at | p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month in
the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild is
ano-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplishments,

from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues are $55 a
year. For more information, contact Barbara Beaulieu at 267-
4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Follow them on
Facebook for more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30
p.m., every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St,
Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute begin-
ners and beginners, and participants get to dance to all types
of music. $10 per class. Please wear comfortable footwear, no
sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday of every
month at Top Floor Learning (third floor of the Palmer Li-
brary at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and open to the public. Play
available board and card games or bring your own. Must be
16 or older unless accompanied by an adult. No Registration
Required — just show up! Questions? Call 283-2329, or 283-
3691, or email palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WINTER SEA-
SON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is locat-
ed on Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range State Park.
DCR Interpretive staff will be available for visitors. Coming in
January, programs will also be offered to highlight the Range’s
special nature in winter, see the park web site for details.

QI GONG: Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy
Emerson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.

WALES CHURCH FARMER’S MARKET - Located in
the church pavilion across from the post office on the corner
of Route 19 and Monson Road. Every Saturday morning from
9 a.m - noon. It will run throughout the summer until Labor
Day. We offer homemade baked goods, local honey, crafts, flea
market items, antiques, and fruits and vegetables when in sea-
son. Vendors welcome and there is no charge to set up a table.

The Pemi Loop at sixty

By Julie Midura
Guest Columnist

ast December, I got
I this harebrained idea to

do something CRAZY
for my birthday this June. It
would be my way of proving
to myself that ‘60’ isn’t as old
as it sounds in my head.

The Pemi Loop-called
“the 2nd hardest day hike in
the United States” by Back-
packer Magazine-is a 32-
mile hike that encircles the
largest wilderness area in
the White Mountains of NH.
With 10 summits and 10,500
feet of elevation gain-along
with technical climbs and de-
scents-completing this rugged
hike in one day would be the
hardest endurance challenge I
had ever attempted. As such,
it would require significant
training.

But in January, just
one month after the idea took
hold, life took a turn when
our l-year-old granddaughter,
Charlotte, was diagnosed with
inoperable brain cancer. Three
months later, in April, our
middle daughter’s high risk
pregnancy with twins became
more serious when both ba-
bies were diagnosed with heart
issues. The nail in the coffin
came in May, when our 160-
mile backpacking trip on the
A.T. through NJ and NY-my
one and final opportunity to
train for the Pemi Loop-ended
just 6 days in. Our youngest
daughter had been rushed to
the ER with a life-threatening
pregnancy complication and
was forced to deliver the baby
five weeks early. (Mom and
baby are now doing well.)

Over the last 6 months,

our family has needed us, and
my time has been better spent
being there for the people I
love, rather than spending my
weekends training for an epic
endurance hike. So I shelved
the idea of a solo, single-day
Pemi Loop in favor of com-
pleting a ‘leisurely’ three-day
Pemi Loop backpacking trip
with my husband instead.
After all, we wouldn’t real-
ly need to TRAIN for it...
would we?

The short answer, as we
discovered last weekend, is
“Yes, you DID need to train
for it, you fools!”

Although our bodies most
definitely took a beating, wea-
ry legs and several falls were a
small price to pay for admis-
sion.

Because I have no desire
to carefully preserve this now
sixty-year-old body. I prefer to
use it up until there is nothing
left. To wring out every last
bit of my youth on adventures
and experiences such as this.

You see, although our
bodies most assuredly have
a shelf life, there are parts of
us that will forever remain
ageless. And I plan to carry
the best parts of my young-
er self into my older years. I
plan to worry less about ‘act-
ing my age’ and spend more
time celebrating it. I plan to
scramble up steep rock ledges.
Watch the sun rise and set
from mountaintops. Sleep in
the wilderness. Slow dance on
summits. Kiss... even when
someone is watching.

I plan to slide into the
next decade, battered, bruised
and bandaged, all while yell-
ing, “Dang, what an amazing
ride!”
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closely when replanting. If
you notice a lot of soft, rotten
tissue, your iris patch could
be infected with the iris borer.

Usually by midsummer,
one to one and a half inch
larvae have made their way
from the leaves into the rhi-
zomes. They hollow out the
fleshy roots causing foliage to
collapse and rot to take over.
Control this pest by proper
sanitation.

In the fall, after a hard
frost, cut iris foliage back to
the ground as low as possible.
Throw it and any nearby de-
bris or mulch away. With any
luck, overwintering eggs will
be removed by your efforts.

In the spring, about the
time that the tulips are bloom-
ing, inspect iris foliage for
chewn edges, small holes, or
tan colored water marks run-
ning down the leaf. If these
are present, tiny larvae can be
crushed inside the leaf before
they burrow into the rhizome.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
Jject line.

So on our final day of the
trip, I was disappointed to hear
Tom say, “I hate to tell you
this, but this will be my last
Pemi Loop.”

better place
to become a
septuagenar-
ian than on a
walk around

However, he said the the largest
same exact thing two years wilderness
ago when we completed our area in New
FOURTH Pemi Loop. I'm se- Hampshire?
cretly hoping that hiker amne- See you
sia kicks in again in two years in the wild
when he turns 70. Because places, my
don’t you agree that there’sno  friends!
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Eagle Scouts offer to improve access at conservation area

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER - At its June
17 meeting, the Palmer Con-
servation Commission tack-
led a wide-ranging agenda
that included vegetation
management along CSX rail
lines, community-led con-
servation projects, and a con-
troversial 24-lot subdivision
proposal. The commission,
chaired by Donald Blais Jr.,
met with all members pres-
ent except Commissioner
Guidry.

CSX Vegetation Plan
approved with
environmental safeguards

The evening opened
with a public hearing on
CSX Transportation’s five-
year Vegetation Manage-
ment Plan, a routine envi-
ronmental review along the
railroad right-of-way. Due to
scheduling challenges, a site
visit could not be arranged,
but the applicant provided
photo documentation show-
ing clearly marked treat-
ment zones: yellow for “No
Spray,” blue for one-year

Cutting and

Styling

limited spray areas (espe-
cially near wellheads), and
purple for two-year surface
spraying.

Wetland expansion due
to beaver activity was noted
along the corridor. A repre-
sentative reassured the com-
mission that “wellhead areas
were the most protected,” a
practice consistent with pre-
vious plans. The hearing was
promptly closed at 6:34 p.m.,
and the commission unani-
mously issued a Positive 2A
Determination (confirming
the delineated resource ar-
eas) and a Negative Determi-
nation (indicating no further
permitting required due to
the project’s exemption).

Skyline Terrace
projects continued
pending state review

Two projects on Sky-
line Terrace, both submit-
ted by Engineering & Land
Solutions on behalf of Jef-
frey Zabel, were continued
to July 15 due to pending
Massachusetts  Department
of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) comments. The
projects involve replacing

Color & Cut $72
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existing trailers within the
200-foot riverfront area at
61 and 67 Skyline Terrace.
Commissioners noted the
similarity of both filings and
opted to delay final action
until all state materials were
received.

Eagle Scout candidates of-
fer conservation solutions

Two local Boy Scouts
approached the commission
with project proposals to
satisfy their Eagle Scout re-
quirements.

A young man named
Steven, of Palmer Troop 264,
expressed interest in improv-
ing public access at the Bark-
er Street Conservation Area
(also known as Red Bridge
or Sunset Acres). The com-
mission suggested he build
two sets of “earth stairs” to
stabilize steep slopes and
potentially add handrails
for safety. Another possi-
ble site was the First Street
trail. “It’s a really good proj-
ect,” one commissioner said.
“You could just head up the
project, and we could work
with you on it too.”

A second scout, whose

g

name was not recorded, had
already built bat houses and
was advised to install them
on poles near the Town Hall’s
pollinator garden, rather than
affixing them to trees.

Access obstructed near
Bondsville Mill

Commissioner Dave re-
ported on a resident’s con-
cern that large trees had
been felled and deliberately
placed to block access to a
town-owned parcel near the
old Bondsville Mill bridge.
The obstruction appears to
stem from Northern Tree
Service’s work for the rail-
road and seems intended
to discourage ATV traffic.
However, it also raises con-
cerns about emergency ve-
hicle access. “It’s definitely
a pile of intentionally piled
logs,” Dave said. “Nowhere
else is there anything like
that.” The issue remains un-
der review.

Transmission line upgrade
public hearing announced

The commission dis-
cussed the upcoming June 25
public hearing for the Palm-
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er-to-Ware transmission
line upgrade project, which
involves replacing 147 util-
ity poles with 112 steel
structures over a 10.35-mile
stretch through Palmer, West
Brookfield, and Ware. Com-
missioners were encouraged
to attend, review potential
site impacts, and consider a
field visit. The public com-
ment period runs through
July 11.

Community garden effort
seeks fresh start

Residents have revived
interest in establishing a
community garden in Palm-
er. While previous efforts
stalled due to poor soil con-
ditions, lack of water access,
and site limitations, the com-
mission expressed cautious
optimism. Chase Field, a
previously discussed site,
is still under consideration.
“Without public support, we
can’t really do any of these
projects,” said one member.
“But it’s a great opportunity,
so we’ll do it.” Further dis-
cussion is expected at future
meetings, with residents en-
couraged to attend.

Subdivision proposal
met with passion,
pushback

The meeting’s most
emotionally charged topic
came during a hearing for a
proposed 24-lot open space
residential subdivision on
State Street, within both
buffer zones and a 50-foot
no-disturb  wetland area.
Applicant Brenda Videnke-
witz, representing develop-
ers Shervin and Frederick,
expressed frustration with
her engineering firm’s delays
and overbilling. “This proj-
ect was almost stolen from
me,” she said. “My grandfa-
ther’s name is on this. I told
him I’d do this.”

Concerns arose over a
newly identified vernal pool
and the ecological impact
of developing the sensi-
tive area. One abutter, who
owns 2,000 feet of frontage,
voiced significant concerns.
Videnkewitz plans to hire a
new firm and resubmit ma-
terials, with the commission
suggesting a site visit ahead
of the continued hearing on
July 15.

Palmer Senidr Center

June 26
Sarah the Fiddler - Sarah
takes her audience on a mu-
sical journey from old-time
sing-along to lively polkas
and rousing reels.

June 27

Movie - “The Unloved”
_- Is a powerful and personal
look at the strength and resil-
ience of youth. Morton tells
the story of 11-year-old Lucy
seeing refuge as a ward of the
state from her abusive father.

June 30
Marathon Bingo: $ 10.00
for four cards, Breakfast &
Lunch provided.

UPCOMING
October 9, 2025

Cruise the Boston Harbor
for $110 includes transporta-
tion & tips, cruise w/ buffet
lunch and three rounds of
Bingo, onboard DJ. $55 due
at sign up.

CHECK OUT ALL THE

Tu rleyPublications

L,

Low cost tutoring
& scholarships are
available!

We’re a private,
non-profit organization
at the Palmer Public
Library, here to help you
meet your educational
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

__
lOP Floor e

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Your Professional & Educational Goals

LEARNING  Tutors Needed

For English Language Learners,
HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

Computer
Security Class

Basic Computer Use —
Resumé Building & Updating
English Language Learning
GED/HiSET Preparation
Reading, Writing, Math
Citizenship Exam

SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

Next Computer Security Class

July 30 - Call for Details!

Contact Us For More Information

413-544-6600 . ¢

email: dkimball@topfloorlearningforg
Shttps://topfloorlearning.org/ #




June 26, 2025

I THE JOURNAL REGISTER

PAGE 7

Vintage sewing machine meet brings community together

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - On the
sweltering afternoon of Sun-
day, June 22, the quiet halls
of the Unitarian Universalist
Parish in Monson, Massa-
chusetts came to life with the
gentle hum of antique sewing
machines and the warm ca-
maraderie of kindred spirits.
At the heart of it is a growing
collective dedicated to the
preservation, restoration, and
celebration of vintage sewing
machines, and the stories they

carry.
The Monthly Vintage
Sewing  Machine = Meet,

co-founded by Danielle Mc-
Cauley and Mary Gelezunas
in March 2023, has quickly
become a vibrant grassroots
effort to revive the art of sew-
ing and reconnect people to
craftsmanship, sustainability,
and heritage.

“I’ve collected antique
sewing machines for many
years,” said Gelezunas, a
longtime parish member.
“When I met Danielle through
Facebook Marketplace over a
Singer cabinet, we immedi-
ately connected. Now we’ve
built a whole community.”

In a world increasingly
defined by disposable goods
and digital disconnection, the
Monthly Vintage Sewing Ma-
chine Meet-up offers some-
thing refreshingly different:
a hands-on, heartfelt return to
the values of durability, cre-
ativity, and community.

“We’re not just fixing
machines,” said McCauley.
“We're fixing the thread be-
tween generations.”

What began with a single
shared passion has evolved
into an intergenerational net-
work of collectors, tinkerers,
artists, and everyday makers.
The meets routinely draw
attendees from across the re-
gion, from Rhode Island to
Vermont, who come to trade
knowledge, repair machines,
and foster friendships over a
shared love for these enduring
tools.

“We probably have 50
machines here today,” Mc-
Cauley said, gesturing to rows
of tables with iron-framed
Singers, Wheeler & Wilsons,
and Montgomery Wards.
“Some of them date back to
the 1870s. They were going
to be trashed, literally headed
to the landfill, and we saved
them.”

For both women, res-

cuing and restoring these
machines is a deeply mean-
ingful act. McCauley often
receives donations of un-
wanted or broken machines,
fixes them in her garage, and
redistributes them often for
free, to schools, community
centers, or new sewists just
getting started. Schools like
Northampton High and local
Montessori  programs now
use her machines in their
classrooms.

“These are lifetime ma-
chines,” McCauley said.
“With a little oil and mainte-
nance, they run forever. And
they’re much better made
than most plastic machines
today.”

Both women speak pas-
sionately about the quiet loss
of domestic arts, especially
among younger generations,
and how the Monthly Meets
are helping to reverse that
tide. With the decline of home
economics programs and the
rise of disposable fashion,
many have grown up with-
out learning basic skills like
sewing, mending, or tailoring
clothes to fit their bodies.

“The knowledge is being
lost,” said Gelezunas. “But
at these events, we’re see-
ing younger people, some in
their 20s, coming in to learn.
Some of them are in design
school or just curious makers.
And we’re happy to pass the
knowledge on.”

In addition to their own
Monson group, the pair’s ef-
forts have inspired offshoots
in Northampton and Ashfield,
where others have taken up
the mantle and started their
own local meets. “We started
this in March 2023,” McCau-
ley said. “And already, there
are little offshoots sprouting
up everywhere. The move-
ment is growing.”

The machines on display
often carry rich personal his-
tories. Gelezunas shared a
story about a Singer 115 from
Canada, part of a production
batch from January 1919.
“What are the chances of
finding another machine from
the same production run? It’s
like a miracle,” she said, eyes
sparkling. “I can tell you the
story behind every machine
here.”

Other members bring
deep expertise. Sue, another
regular, specializes in chain-
stitch machines and their re-
pairs. “We all have our nich-
es,” said McCauley. “Mary is
the encyclopedia. Sue knows

everything about chain stitch-
ing. It’s a collective knowl-

edge base.”
But beyond the ma-
chines, the meetups offer

something rarer: a genuine
sense of community. In many
ways, they revive the spirit of
the old-fashioned ‘“Tuesday

clubs”; informal gatherings
where housewives  would
swap skills and socialize.

“We’ve lost that,” said Gele-
zunas. “Today, you have to
seek out a community. But
when you do, like here, it’s
powerful.”

The group maintains a
public Facebook page under
“Iron Lady Sewing,” where
McCauley shares event in-
formation and accepts in-
quiries from people looking
to donate machines or get
involved. “Almost everyone
we buy a machine from, we
invite them to the meet,” she
said. “Some come once, some
become regulars. But we’re
all connected now.”

As McCauley balances
full-time work and family life,
she and Gelezunas coordinate
the meets flexibly, typically
on the third weekend of each
month. The welcoming space,

A 1954 Featherweight,
owned by Laura Shotwell is a
well-preserved gem in its re-
stored case, easy to maintain,
and a joy to use, with parts
simple enough to oil or lube
for long-lasting function.
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Submitted photos

People can bring their own personal sewing machines or use one of the ones McCauley brings,
they fix and take care of the machines and work on their own projects while being a part of a

community.
generously offered by the
Unitarian Universalist Par-
ish, a small congregation of
just 12 members, has become
a haven for those looking to
unplug, repair, and remember.
“There’s something spe-
cial about touching a machine
your grandmother used, or
one like it,” Gelezunas said,
nodding toward a beautifully
restored treadle that had once
belonged to her own family.
“It connects you to the past in
a way that’s tactile, real.”

Mary Gelezunas with her
grandmother’s Singer Model
66 Red Eye, she was the only
one in her family who wanted
it after she passed and she
has been fixing it up ever
since.

This is another Singer model sewing machine, but has a distinct

floral patterning along it.

The Hoover 99 Clone (left) is a lightweight aluminum version,
half the weight of the original 38-pound model (right), delivering
the same dependable performance.

A Singer 115 Hand Crank; a rare, transitional model featuring
red with gold wings decals, produced in Canada, blending
technology from Wheeler & Wilson after their buyout.

This restored Singer Model 66 Red Eye is one of the most
enduring sewing machines ever made, engineered like a watch,
still working flawlessly after millions were produced.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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We Make It Easy For You!

RS #1688

¢ Collision Specialists

¢ Free Estimates (By Appointment)

89 12 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

413-283-6403

e We Help with Insurance Claims!
e Expert Color Matching

Tent for Rent

The Palmer Lions Club
is offering a 20’ x 40’ tent for
rent, including set up
and take down. Cost is $250.

We also rent 8’ tables
for S48 each.

For details and reservation call
Kare at (413) 813-8445.

704 Memorial Dr.

W

HANNOUSH

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

113-377-1433

GCOLD IsAtAn All Tlme ngh'

25% Extra

When You Use Your
GOLD Towards

A New Purchase

10%
Extra Cash
When Cashing In

Your GOLD

, Chicopee
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; 0ffers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY = e
. www.hannoushma.com ..

WE BUY G()LD'
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The Library Loft

Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer

20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.

Tues. 10am - 4pm - Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm - Fri. 10am-4pm - Sat. 10am-2pm

Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.
Please, ho magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

We are celebrating our

Hours:

HoPE 1O SEE YOU THERE

St |11 L IOt W e 2L Ut
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COLLEGE NOTES

President’s List
honors at Nichols College
for spring 2025

DUDLEY - Nichols College is proud to
recognize the academic accomplishments of
students on the spring 2025 President’s List.

President’s List recognizes those students
who achieve high grades during a single se-
mester. Students whose semester grade point
average is 3.85 or higher for at least 12 un-
dergraduate credit-hours and no grades below
B- will receive President’s List honors.

The following local students
achieved President’s List honors:

Lydia Julian of Holland

Michael Peloza of Brimfield

Karissa Wood of Three Rivers

Spring 2025 President’s
List at Dean College

FRANKLIN - Elizabeth Perreault of
Palmer has earned a place on the President’s
List for the Spring 2025 semester. Students
named to the President’s List have demonstrat-
ed a serious commitment to their studies while
at Dean College.

have

Elms College
Spring 2025 Graduates

CHICOPEE - Elms College congratulates

279 students who graduated in Spring 2025.
Amanda Barrett of Monson (01057)
Joseph Chartier of Palmer (01069)
Brandyn Costa of Palmer (01069)
Hannah Duggan of Palmer (01069)
Reilly Sauve of Palmer (01069)

“Join the team that does more by
9am than some do all day!”

ain now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous-bonus program. Van work available too!

Call-or text:774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mecearthybus:com to apply

J.P. McCarthy & Sons

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM

Elms College
announces Dean’s List
for Spring 2025

CHICOPEE - The College of Our Lady
of the Elms has named the following students
to the dean’s list for the spring 2025 semes-
ter. Congratulations to all the students who are
named to the list!

Amanda Barrett of Monson

Joseph Chartier of Palmer

Jennifer Dejoinville of Palmer

Ava Denault of Palmer

Sarina Johnson of Holland

Camrynn Lemon of Monson

Krista Misischia of Bondsville

Olivia Morin of Wales

Elms College is a co-educational Catholic
college offering a liberal arts curriculum that
prepares students holistically for a purpose-
ful life in a diverse and interconnected world.
Founded in 1928 by the Sisters of St. Joseph,
Elms College has a tradition of educating re-
flective, principled and creative learners, who
are rooted in faith, educated in mind, compas-
sionate in heart, responsive to civic and social
obligations, and capable of adjusting to change
without compromising principle.

Palmer resident
receives degree from
Quinnipiac University
HAMDEN, CT - Tori Edwards of Palm-

er, MA received a Bachelor of Science in Bio-

medical from Quinnipiac University during a
commencement ceremony held in May.

Nobody drms |
of having
multiple sclerosis

Some dreams are universal:
hitting a ball over the Green
Monster; winning the World
Series with a grand slam in
the bottom of the ninth inning.

%

REHABILITATION &

(CMS

SKILLED CARE CENTER

f Multiple Sclerosis

1-5

CENTERS FOR MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES

Finding out you have have MS
is not one of them.

Multiple sclerosis is a
devastating disease of the
central nervous system
where the body’s immune
system attacks the insulation
surrounding the nerves. It
strikes adults in the prime of
life - and changes lives forever.

To help make the dream
of ending MS come true,
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us
online at nationalmsscociety.org.

Mational

Society

meet strict deadlines

47 East Main Street

West Brookfield, MA 01585
508.867.7716
quaboagonthecommon.com

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

JOB OPPORTUNITY

newspaper
correspondent

Journal Register seeks Experienced Writers/
Journalists to produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various towns and cities.

e Must be dependable, professional and able to

e Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Dean’s List honors for
spring 2025 semester
at Nichols College

DUDLEY - Michael Bachand of Three
Rivers, MA, has achieved Dean’s List honors
for the spring 2025 semester at Nichols Col-
lege.

Dean’s List recognizes those students who
achieve high grades during a single semester.
To be included on the Dean’s List, a student
must have a minimum grade point average of
3.5 for at least 12 undergraduate credit-hours
and must have received no grades below B-
during the semester.

AIC Students Named to
Spring 2025 Dean’s List

SPRINGFIELD - American Internation-
al College (AIC) in Springfield, MA, is proud
to announce that 468 students have earned a
place on the Dean’s List for the spring 2025
semester. These full-time students have at-
tained GPAs ranging from 3.3 to 4.0. AIC
applauds the dedication and achievements of
these enterprising students.

Jason Angelica of Monson

Frances Hayden of Monson

Ryan Nodell of Monson

Tanner Wenzel of Palmer

Gabriel Zippin of Monson

Mancini Named to Dean’s
List at Univ. of Maryland
Global Campus

ADELPHI, MD — Lucas Mancini of Palm-
er was named to the Dean’s List for the spring
2025 term at University of Maryland Global
Campus. To be eligible for the honor, a student
must complete at least six credits during the
term, earned a grade point average of at least
3.5 for the term, and maintained a cumulative
GPA of 3.5 at UMGC.

AIC Celebrates 2025
Graduates

SPRINGFIELD — American International
College (AIC) held its 140th Commencement
Ceremony on May 4, 2025, at the MassMutual
Center in Springfield, honoring the graduates
in the Class of 2025.

AIC extends its congratulations to the
Class of 2025 and wishes all graduates contin-
ued success in their future endeavors.

Ryan Nodell of Monson with a Bachelor
of Science in Exercise Science

Joseph Nowak of Palmer with a Bachelor
of Science in Educational Studies

Gabriel Zippin of Monson with a Bache-
lor of Science in Criminal Justice

Frances Hayden of Monson with a Bach-
elor of Science in Nursing in Nursing

Megan Mitchell of Monson with a Bach-
elor of Science in Nursing in Nursing

PLEASE REMEMBER TO RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

Send Us Your Photos!

journalregister@turley.com

TR E E

ROBINSON

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service « Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 . office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

S ERVICE

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Journal Register

X x
%

N

EARLY

DEADLINES

In observance of July 4th,

there will be an
EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise,

place your ad no later than NOON

Deanna Sloat

or email directly to
dsloat@turley.com

Thursday, July 3

— Thank you!

ATURLEY PUBLICATION

www.turley.com

LOCAL KETONE
PRONMOTER

Call For Information

413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF

Retail Prices
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The entrance to the Beer Garden where people of age can buy

alcohol while waiting for the fireworks.

- nnr

Food and dessert vendors line the main Quarry Hill driveway Batch Ice Cream, a Western Mass based Ice Cream shop and

while people run around enjoying the amenities.

O

company also brought their truck to the festival.

Residents spread out in the field, already claiming their spots for that night’s firework spectacle.

SUMMER 1 from page 1

“Each year, we try to
build a little bit more,” said
Slozak. “We’re always look-
ing at what worked, what
didn’t, and how we can im-
prove the next one.” This
year’s Mini Summerfest fea-
tured a two-band lineup, be-
ginning with a young local
group, UltraViolet who are
a group of musicians just 14
and 15 years old, followed by
the featured act, The Town
Ramblers, who played before
and after the fireworks display
at 9:30 p.m. Vendors and the
beer garden remained open
until 11 p.m., giving attend-
ees plenty of reasons to linger
after the pyrotechnics. Orga-
nizers have made adjustments
in recent years to preserve the
grounds and streamline op-
erations. For example, food
vendors were relocated from
the lower field to paved areas
to avoid damaging the grass
and to make cleanup easier.
“There’s more trash on con-
crete, but it’s easier to see and
pick up,” Slozak explained.
“We always try to improve on
the previous year.”

The June event is just a
warm-up for the main Sum-
merfest celebration held on
July 4, which Slozak de-
scribes as a “much bigger
scale” festival. That event
features multiple bands in-
cluding: Flagpole Sitta and
the returning crowd favorite
Sarah the Fiddler, plus a larg-
er vendor and crafter pres-
ence, and Monson’s tradition-
al Fourth of July parade. The
parade, which lasts over an
hour, has grown steadily each
year. This year’s grand mar-
shals will be local veterans, a
nod to Monson’s deep respect
for service members. “We
can’t thank our vets enough,”
Slozak said.

The parade runs rain or
shine, unless the Fourth falls
on a Sunday which in that
case it’s moved out of respect

for the churches, many of
which actively participate in
the event and its history. “The
whole thing really started
back in ’76, right out of one of
the churches downtown,” said
Slozak. “It was small, then it
spilled out into the street and
grew into what it is today.”
The fireworks, now a fixture
of the Mini Summerfest, used
to be part of the main July 4
celebration until state regula-
tions and logistical challenges
forced organizers to relocate
the show to Veterans Field
around 2008 or 2009 and then
Quarry Hill in more recent
years. The change brought
benefits: better visibility, im-
proved safety, and the ability
to raise donations more effec-
tively.

A common misconcep-
tion, according to Slozak,
is that Summerfest is a
town-funded event. “It’s not.
Everything is privately fund-
ed by the Summerfest Com-
mittee,” Slozak emphasized.
Funding comes from an ad
book, booth fees, donations,
and sales from areas like the
beer garden. The annual fire-
works alone cost between
$12,000 and $14,000; if they
were held on July 4 itself,
the price would double due
to premium holiday rates
charged by fireworks compa-
nies.

“By holding them out-
side the premium date, we’re
able to stretch our donated
funds further and still give
the community a great show,”
Slozak explained.

As the years pass, the
Summerfest Committee is ea-
ger to bring in new energy and
fresh ideas. “The average age
of our committee members is
about 65,” said Slozak, with a
laugh. “We’re always looking
for new members. Hint, hint.”
Slozak’s own grandson pitch-
es in, delivering water to vol-
unteers managing traffic and
assisting with setup.

“It’s these behind-the-
scenes volunteers who make

this festival possible,” Slozak
said. “They don’t ask for rec-
ognition, but they’re crucial.
I can’t thank them enough.”
All of the names of the var-
ious volunteers are included
in the annual ad book, a small
gesture of gratitude for the
hours of work they contribute
without fanfare.

Looking ahead, the
committee is already plan-
ning for 2026, which will
mark the 25th anniversary
of Summerfest. “We’re hop-
ing to do something a little
extra special,” Slozak said.
One of their current goals
is a fundraiser to replace
the American flags that line
Main Street during key hol-
idays. “The flags you see
along the roads? Those are
put up by us, not the town,”
he said. “They go up before
Memorial Day, come down
after July 4, go up again for
Labor Day, and come down
after 9/11.” The current batch
of flags is nearly five years
old, and while that lifespan is
impressive, the wear and tear
is showing. “People say, ‘You
should replace those,” and I
say, ‘Help us do it!”” Slozak
said, encouraging residents to
donate if they can. “It’s part
of keeping the town looking
great.”

Despite the effort it takes
to organize these events:
equipment storage, setup,
breakdown, traffic planning,
and volunteer coordination;
Slozak remains enthusiastic.
“It’s a lot of work, but it all
comes together. It always
does,” Slozak said. “We just
want to keep it going, and we
need the community’s help
to do that.” From humble be-
ginnings in the 1970s to the
bustling summer tradition it
is today, Summerfest con-
tinues to reflect Monson’s
strong sense of community
and civic pride. Thanks to the
hard work of volunteers and
a dedicated committee, the
tradition shows no signs of
slowing down.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
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rolls.

A few kids play a pickup game of baseball while waiting for the

fireworks.

Local food truck, Dog Eat Dog World, selling hotdogs and lobster

CLUES ACROSS

1. Computer
manufacturer

5. Noted space
station

8. Kurt Russell film
“Captain”

11. Automaton

13. Everyone has one

14. Incline from the
vertical

15. Fights

16. Dunn & Bradstreet
(abbr.)

17. Finishes off

18. Places to store
things

20. Dutch painter
Gerard __

21. Smaller quantity

22. There’s a North,
South and Central
of these

25. In an early way

30. More spacious

31. Short-term
memory

32. One who
POSSEsses

33. Sesame

38. Forbid

41. A way to explain

43. Not around

45, Evoke or suggest

47. Ancient kingdom
near Dead Sea

49. Dekameter

50. Fencing sword

55. “Luther” actor
dris

56. Affirmative (slang)

57. Afflicted

59. One point north of
northeast

60. Born of

61. Arabic name

62. Hong Kong food
stall: __ pai dong

63. Not the start

64. Post

CLUES DOWN
1. Creative
expression

2. Fiber from the
outer husk of a
coconut

3. City in ancient
Syria

4. College army

5. More disturbed

6. Pays no attention
to

7. Restored

8. Competitions

9. Lyric poems

10. Famed American
lawman

12. Expression of
disappointment

14. Scars

19, Satisfy

23. Central European
river

24, Brass instrument

25. One who gets paid
to perform

26. Propel with oars

27. Long period of
time

28. Woman (French)

29. Type of plane

34. Pitching stat

35. Pointed end of a
pen

36. Pro sports league

37. Body part

39. Inoffensive

40. Yellowish cotton
cloth

41. Feline

42. Does not tell the
truth

44, Set out to attract

45, Spiritual leader
of a Jewish
congregation

46. Abba __, Israeli
politician

47. Repair

48. Genus of flowering
plants

51. Tributary of the
High Rhine

52. Prejudice

53. C. European river

54. Restrain

58. Father
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BIKE 1 from page 1

ues into the life of the church.

“I'm in my second year
of riding, and we have a strong
group of bikers in the congre-
gation,” Norwick said, proud-
ly showing off her bright pink
custom Harley-Davidson
Dyna Trike. “We wanted to
do something different that
invited the whole communi-
ty in. Mixing faith with the
freedom of riding just made
sense.”

Each rider received a
traditional “gremlin bell,” a
small metal charm believed
to ward off mechanical trou-
ble and protect riders from
bad luck. After blessing each
bike individually, Norwick
shared the overarching mes-
sage of the day: “Blessed are
the bikers, for the road is their
prayer.”

“This bell is a symbol
of love and safety,” Norwick
explained. “They can keep it
on their bike or carry it as a
reminder of this community
and today’s blessing.”

Though the event was
hosted by First Church, it
welcomed riders of all affili-
ations. Some were seasoned
veterans, others new to the
road. Among them was Keith
Obert, who served as the ride’s
road captain and is deeply in-
volved with Bikers Against
Child Abuse (BACA).

“Our mission is to make
sure children who’ve suffered
abuse feel safe again,” Obert
said. “We give them a vest,
we ride with them to court,
we sit beside them when they
testify...because too many

people in their lives have
said they don’t believe them.
We say, “We do believe you.
We’re here for you.””

Obert led the 30-min-
ute-long group ride through
scenic back roads, joined by
blockers Dylan Mann and
Tony Ciciano, who helped
guide the group safely

through intersections. Miss
Jeanne Dill took the rear po-
sition as the sweeper, ensur-
ing that no rider was left be-
hind and that communication
stayed open throughout. Once

leaving the parking lot of the
FCC the group followed the
predetermined path towards
Westview Creamery where
any rider could get a free ice
cream for participating in the
blessing and ride.

“We have some brand-
new riders here and some
very experienced ones,” Obert
noted before the ride began.
“Today’s not about speed. It’s
about staying together and
riding safely.”

The bikes ranged from
Kawasaki Vulcan Classics to

BMW 1250 GSs, with rid-
ers eager to share their ma-
chines and the stories behind
them. One rider affection-
ately named her bike after a
Star Trek character, while an-
other likened his BMW to “a
horse...it’ll go anywhere.”
While motorcycles may
have taken center stage, the
event’s deeper message was
about inclusion, connection,
and building community. Rev.
Norwick emphasized that
welcoming events like this
reflect the church’s broader

mission.

“We want to remind the
people of Monson that First
Church is everybody’s home,”
she said. “Whether you come
for a bike blessing, a picnic,
or Sunday worship...just
come as you are. You're al-
ways welcome.”

With plans already un-
derway to host next year’s
event earlier in the riding sea-
son, First Church hopes the
Bike Blessing and Ride will
become a cherished local tra-
dition; one that continues to
ride on the open road between
faith and fellowship.

Road Captain and B.A.C.A member Kieth Obert with his BMW

1250 GS.

Reverend Doctor Holly Norwick with her custom-built Pink Harley-Davidson Dyna Trike.
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Star Trek.

NOW HIRING!!!

Full and Part-time positions
In Sturbridge, Southbridge, North Brookfield, Spencer, and surrounding towns

Turley Photos by Abigail McCoy
Bikers congregating with the First Church of Monson in the
background on a sunny Saturday.

Jeanne Dill with her Kawasaki Vulcan Classic LT 900 she named after the Vulcan T’Pol from

\
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Direct Care Workers (Starting rate $22.09/hr.) and LPNs (Starting rate $35.18/hr.)

Direct Care Workers--No Experience Required — Training will be provided.
(Must be at least 18 years old or older and possess current and valid Class D Motor Vehicle Operator’s License)

We Offer: Shift Differential, Health Insurance, Basic Life Insurance,
Optional Life Insurance, Dental and Vision, 12 Paid Holidays, Tuition Benefit,
Exceptional Retirement Savings Plan, Vacation, Sick Time Accrual and Personal Days,

Educational and Bilingual incentives, Employee Assistance Program (EAP)

More Than Just A Job, We Offer An Opportunity To Grow
Apply today at: https://www.mass.gov/dds-careers

Long and Short-Term Disability Insurances, Professional Development and Continuing Education,

DDS is an Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer. Females, minorities, veterans, and persons with disabilities are strongly encouraged to apply.
Reasonable Accommodation: If you require an ADA accommodation, please contact Christina Hyppolite, at (857) 283-5830 or email at Christina.R.Hyppolite@mass.gov.
COVID Vaccine: As a condition of employment, depending on job assignment and location, employees may be required to have received COVID-19 vaccination and/or other vaccinations, or to have
been approved for a vaccination exemption prior to their start date. Finalists for these positions will be provided details about the verification or exemption process. Candidates with questions on
vaccination requirements should contact the diversity officer listed on the posting for additional information.
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BASEBALL

Legion has tough stretch

MONSON - After a win
to start the summer season.
Monson Legion Baseball
Post 241 has had four straight
losses.

Monson Legion, which
includes players this season

from Monson, Palmer, Path-
finder, Ware, and this sea-
son, Quaboag high schools,
suffered a close 8-7 defeat
against Wilbraham, then lost
7-1 to Belchertown and 7-3 to
Sheffield. This week, Monson

legion is on the road in the
Berkshires. Their games this
week are at Pittsfield, Green-
field, and North Adams.

They return home and
host Longmeadow next Mon-
day, June 30.

x

-

Miguel Velasquez makes the play at
second.

Hunter Griswold fields a grounder.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com Wilbraham last Monday evemng

Brayden Mega got the start for Monson Legion against Matthew Santos sends a throw across

to first base.

www.sports. turley com

SOCCER

Pioneers
suffer
rare loss

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BURLINGTON, VT. -
Not very much went the right
way for the Western Mass. Pi-
oneers against Vermont Green
FC in the first match-up of the
regular season between the
USL League-Two rivals.

Vermont Green scored a
goal at the end of both halves
leading to a 2-0 shutout over
the Pioneers before 2,500
enthusiastic soccer fans at
Virtue Field, which is located
on the University of Vermont
campus, last Tuesday night.

“I thought we played
well, but we just couldn’t put
our chances away,” said Pi-
oneers head coach Federico
Molinari. “They did put their
chances away.”

The Pioneers had a 5-1-
2 record following the road
loss.

Vermont Green (6-0-1)
took over sole possession of
first place in the Northeast

PIONEERS 1 page 12

BASEBALL
Gaines
shines for
PeoplesBank
in win over
rival St. Joe’s

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

THORNDIKE - Peo-
ple’s Bank, who captured the
last eleven Tri-County League
championship titles, and the
St. Joesph’s Baseball Club are
scheduled to face each other
four times during the regular
season.

The first two meetings
on the baseball diamond were
won by People’s Bank with-
out very much trouble.

A week after defeating
St. Joe’s, 13-3 at Mackenzie
Stadium in Holyoke, People’s
Bank celebrated a 6-1 road
victory at St. Joe’s Park in
Thorndike, last Friday night.

“This is a very big win
early season win for us against
St. Joe’s, who’s currently
in first place,” said People’s
Bank player/manager Joe Fer-
ry. “I thought our pitching and
defense was the difference in
tonight’s game. We also had
some timely base hits.”

People’s Bank, who had
two games postponed last
week, had a perfect 4-0 record
following the road win, while
St. Joe’s had a 5-2 record.

Each of the five
Tri-County League teams
gets two points for a victory
and one for a tie.

“We always want to beat
People’s, but they’re a very
veteran team and we have a
bunch of younger players,”
said St. Joe’s player/manag-
er Brian Hayes, who shares
the coaching duties with Paul
Marcinek. “They don’t swing
at many bad pitches. They
also don’t make very many
mistakes defensively.”

People’s Bank jumped
out to a 2-0 lead against St.

Joe’s lefthander  Jackson
Petrin in the top of the first
inning.

Petrin, who was a senior
on the Pope Francis base-

GAINES I page 12

SOCCER

Mustangs beat Hopkins, tie for second place

MONSON
— Last Monday
evening, the Mon-
son High School
girls summer soc-
cer team defeated
Hopkins Academy
5-0. The Mustangs
are now 3-1 on the
summer  season
in the B Division.
They are tied for
second place with

nine points to start
the summer sea-
son. Monson will
be back in action
this week.

Lucy Maziarz winds up for a pass.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Elle Somers sends a clearing kick away.

Kaylee Fusco charges after the ball.

Lylia Ellis catches up to a pass.
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Turleysports

Alete of Uhe Week

Elle Somers
Monson High School

Somers is part of a Monson girls summer
soccer team that is out to a great start this

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week,
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to
gscibelli@turley.com.

143 West Street

Ware, MA 01082

MOUL TON

Insurance Agency

HOME - AUTO -

CONGRATULATIONS

BUSINESS - LIFE

Our Family
Cares
About Your
Family

ATHLETE!

Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

www.moultoninsurance.com

413-967-3327

&

ARBELLA

INSURANCE

Motocross Nationals set for
WMass return this weekend

SOUTHWICK - Since
1976, the intimate, serpen-
tine layout of Southwick,
Massachusett’s iconic The
Wick 338 has provided
the most unique and gruel-
ing challenge in American
motocross. Nestled behind
the American Legion out-
post for which it is named,
amidst a sea of trees and
the nearby Great Brook, the
hidden gem is a pillar of
the globally prestigious Pro
Motocross Championship
and has a legacy that spans
nearly five decades. On
Saturday, June 28, the 44th
running of the Crestview
Construction  Southwick
National will see the town
of Southwick will become
the global epicenter of the
motocross world, as the
most legendary race teams
and an international con-
tingent of the fastest racers
on the planet converge on
Western Massachusetts for
the ultimate battle of man
and machine at the “moto

sandbox.”
With its one-of-a-kind
racing surface, endless

stream of flowing turns,
and an undulating terrain
that is surrounded by spec-

tators, The Wick 338 stands
alone in the world of mo-
torsports. It is rare to find
a racetrack of such global
significance, with such a
rich history seamlessly in-
terwoven into the commu-
nity that surrounds it, but
the embrace of this sum-
mer tradition has become
a fixture of Southwick liv-
ing and an economic boon
for the Hampden County
town. Hundreds of racers,
race team personnel, event
staff, and race fans from
across New England will
make the journey to West-
ern Massachusetts for an
action-packed day of rac-
ing that will play a pivotal
role in the quest to crown
champions.

With legendary track
elements like Jo Jo’s Pow-
erslide and Buckley Berm,
The Wick 338 has long put
riders to the ultimate test.
The ever-changing sand
means the track is con-
stantly evolving, getting
rougher and tougher as the
day wears on and is usually
complemented by elevated
summer temperatures and
humidity, adding another
layer to an already mon-

umental task. Despite its
challenges, it’s a race all
athletes want to win and
those who have prevailed
on these hallowed grounds
take immense pride in
knowing they earned that
success. For spectators,
there’s simply nothing like
it, as virtually every van-
tage point provides spec-
tacular visuals and puts
fans on top of the action.

The Pro Motocross
Championship comprises
11 rounds of competition
amongst the most high
profile superstars of motor-
cycle racing, like Ameri-
can-born champions Eli To-
mac and Chase Sexton, as
well as championship-win-
ning Australian phenom
Jett Lawrence, Spaniard
world champion Jorge Pra-
do, and many more. The
series will visit 10 different
states from late May to late
August, visiting the most
hallowed venues in racing
with legacies that span up-
wards of five decades. In
the end, a pair of athletes
will emerge with the sport’s
most distinguished title,
celebrated as an AMA Na-
tional Champion.

How to contact the Sports Editor

Have the scoop on a local sports story? Want to submit a team photo, pass along
a potential story idea, or just find out how to get a copy of that great photo of your
young athlete? Please send all sports-related press releases and information to Sports
Editor Greg Scibelli at: sports @turley.com or call, 1-413-283-8393.

Candlepin League News

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

Summer Edition

EAST BROOKFIELD
— The Wednesday Night
Summer League is halfway
done, and Sophia’s Raiders
remains in first place.

Sophia’s Raiders leads
in first place with a record
of 46-10. Close behind in
second place is Gutter Dolls
with a record of 40-16. Gut-
ter Snipes are in third place
with a record of 34-22.

During week seven,
the Rolling Stones bowled
against the Gutter Dolls. In
game one, Gutter Dolls de-
feated Rolling Stones by a
score of 428-418.

In game two, Rolling
Stones bounced back with
a victory of their own, 448-
429. Brett Green of the Roll-
ing Stones bowled a 107 in
game two.

In game three, Gut-
ter Dolls won by a score of

440-426. The final score was
1297-1292 in favor of Gutter
Dolls.

Kristen’s Squad bowled
against No Shows. In game
one, Kristen’s Squad won the
first game by a score of 463-
426. Bob Button of Kristen’s
Squad started the match with
a 115 opening game.

In game two, No Shows
defeated Kristen’s Squad
by a score of 471-454.
Steve Swistak of No Shows
bowled a 119 as his son, Pete
Swistak, bowled a 112.

In game three, Kristen’s
Squad won the last game by
a score of 461-454. Steve
Swistak finished strong with
a 127 and had a three-game
series of 342.

The final score was
1378-1351 in favor of Kris-
ten’s Squad.

Gutter Snipes bowled
against Gutter Fingers in
week seven. In game one,
Gutter Fingers won a close
game by a score of 420-417.
In game two, Gutter Snipes
won by a score of 440-424.

In game three, Gutter Sniped
lost by one point to Gutter
Fingers, 424-423.

Gutter Snipes won to-
tal pinfall by a final score of
1280-1268.

The #1 seed team, So-
phia’s  Raiders, bowled
against Straight Shooters this
past week. In game one, So-
phia’s Raiders won by one
point, 445-444.

In game two, Straight
Shooters took the lead by
winning game two, 471-
457. Phil Clough of Sophia’s
Raiders bowled a 114 and
Sophia Hearnlaye bowled a
111.

In game three, Sophia’s
Raiders won the last game by
a score of 452-409. Clough
bowled another 114 and had a
series of 333. The final score
was 1354-1324 in favor of
Sophia’s Raiders, who hope
to remain in first place the
rest of the summer league.
There are seven weeks left of
league candlepin bowling for
the Wednesday Night Sum-
mer League at Bogey Lanes.
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Division.

Since  joining  USL
League-Two in 2022, Ver-
mont has finished in third
place behind the Pioneers in
the league standings.

The overall series record
between the two clubs is now
tied 3-3-1. Three of the seven
matchups ended 1-0.

In the second meeting of
last season, Vermont made the
trip south on Rte. 91 needing
to defeat the Pioneers to qual-
ify for the league playoffs.
They got the job done with a
3-1 victory.

Their first meeting of
2024, which was played at
Virtue Field, finished in a
scoreless draw.

The last time the Pioneers
celebrated a victory over Ver-
mont Green was a 1-0 home
shutout in the second meet-
ing of the 2023 campaign.
The lone goal of that match
was scored by Mamadi Jiana,
who played soccer at Chicop-
ee High School, and is still a
member of the Pioneers. He
also plays for the men’s soc-
cer team at Bryant University.

The Pioneers had a cou-
ple of scoring chances during
the first half of last Tuesday’s
match.

In the eighth minute,
Robbie Lyons fired a shot
from the top of the box, but
Vermont goalie Niklas Her-
ceg managed to make the
save.

A little more than ten
minutes later, a Lyons free
kick sailed wide

Herceg made another
save following a shot attempt
from Augustine Boadi during
the 32nd minute.

Vermont Green took a
1-0 lead 11 minutes later.

The scoring play began
with Stephane Njike send-
ing a crossing pass into the
box from the left side. Then
Joseph Picotto flicked a shot
into the back of the net past
Western Mass goalie Cam
Hall.

The Pioneers had an op-
portunity to score the tying
goal in 52nd minute when
Boadi sent a pass to Lyons,
but his shot went over the
crossbar.

In the 73rd minute, Jared
Smith’s free kick just missed
going into the net.

With the Pioneers still
trailing by a goal late in the
second half, Vermont goalie
Niklas Herceg received a yel-
low card from referee Elvis
Jandric.

Molinari  thought his

Jaiden Williams shoots on goal.

team should’ve been given a
free kick following the card,
but the referee gave the home
team a goal kick instead.

“It should’ve been a free
kick for us because the refer-
ee gave their goalie a yellow
card,” Molinari said. “The
referee made a mistake and
it’s a very tough loss for loss.”

Following the match,
Molinari and several of the
Pioneers got into a heated
argument with Jandric in the
middle of the field.

The home team sealed
their victory when Hall at-
tempted to make a diving
save on a shot taken by Tyler
Trimnal. The ball bounced
away from the Pioneers keep-
er and Njike put the ball into
the back of the net sending
the Vermont Green supporters
into a frenzy.

The Pioneers did get
back into the win column fol-
lowing a 2-0 win against the
Boston Bolts.

The Pioneers goals were
scored by Jorge Veintimilla
and Jiana.

The second meeting be-
tween Vermont Green and
Western Mass. is scheduled
to take place at Lusitano Sta-
dium on July 11. It’s also the
regular season finale for the
Pioneers.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Augustine Boadi hustles up the field.
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ball team this past spring,
tossed a two-hitter against
Minnechaug Regional in the
Western Mass. Class A finals,
which was held at Macken-
zie Stadium on May 27. He
didn’t have the same kind of
success in his start against
People’s Bank.

With one-out in the open-
ing frame, second baseman
Dave Clark (3-for-3) lined
a single down the right field
line. First baseman Kyle Plat-
ner followed with a ground
ball single up the middle into

center field putting runners at
the corners. Platner moved
into scoring position on a
wild pitch. Catcher Frankie
Ferrentino, who’s a first-year
player, drove home both run-
ners with a bloop single to
center.

Ferrentino is a member
of the Merrimack College
baseball team.

Petrin retired the next
two batters on a foul pop-up
caught by third baseman Ja-
cob Petrin and a strikeout.

St Joe’s threatened
against People’s Bank lefty
Danny Gaines, who’s from
Holyoke, with one-out in the

bottom half of the first inning.
Jacob Petrin (2-for-4) began
the rally with an infield hit
and right fielder Pat Fitzgib-
bons drew a walk. Gaines es-
caped further trouble by get-
ting the next batter to hit into
an inning ending double play.

After neither team scored
in the second inning, People’s
Bank centerfielder Seth Allen
hit a groundball to the third
baseman leading off the third
inning. He wound up at sec-
ond base following a throw-
ing error. A Clark pop-up
single to center and a walk by
Platner loaded the bases.

The visitors, who had

seven base hits in the game,
took a 3-0 lead when Ferren-
tino was hit by a pitch. Then
right fielder Cam Rivest,
who’s the wvarsity baseball
coach at Ludlow High School,
hit a sacrifice fly scoring an-
other run.

St. Joe’s broke the ice an
inning later.

Fitzgibbons, who hit a
hard ground ball into left field
leading off the fourth inning,
scored when centerfielder
Aaron Little, who played
baseball at Ludlow High
School, hit a sacrifice fly.

Second baseman Nate
Carillon continued the St.

Joe’s rally with a walk and
catcher Bobby Trigilio was
hit-by-a-pitch  loading the
bases with one-out. Just like
they did in the first and third
innings, People’s Bank ended
the inning with a double play.

“Our defense was awe-
some tonight,” Ferry said.
“We turned three double plays
early in the game.”

Gaines, who allowed one
run on three hits in four in-
nings, was relieved by fellow
lefty James Flahive, who’s
normally a starter, at the start
of the fifth inning.

“Danny has been one of
our top starting pitchers for a

very long time,” Ferry said.
“It’s still early in the season
and we knew he could give us
at least four strong innings.”

Flahive, who threw 70
pitches over the final three
frames, was credited with the
win. He didn’t allow any runs
on two hits.

People’s Bank final two
runs were scored in the fifth
and sixth innings on sacrifice
flies from designated hitter
Johny Gegetskas and Platner.

The third meeting of the
regular season between the
two teams was scheduled to
be played at Mackenzie Sta-
dium on Tuesday night.
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Public Nnotices

PALMER
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40A, Section
11 M.G.L., the Planning Board
will hold a public hearing on
Monday, July 7th, 2025 at 7:15
PM in the Town Administration
Building, 4417 Main Street,
Palmer, MA.

The applicant, Justin Dias, is
seeking a major amendment to
Site Plan as required under sec-
tion 171-29 for the installation
of concrete sidewalks, employee
parking spaces, and landscaping
at the property located at 2022-
2026 Main Street, Three Rivers
MA. This parcel is also known as
Assessor’s Map 70 Lot 86.

A copy of the application may
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment in the Town Adminis-
trative Building from 8:30 AM
to 4:30 PM Monday through
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard
on the application can contact
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s
(MNPA) website (http://mass-
publicnotices.org).

Palmer Planning Board
06/19, 06/26/2025

PALMER
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40A, Sections 9
& 11 M.G.L., the Planning Board
will hold a public hearing on
Monday, July 7th, 2025, at 7:00
PM in the Town Administration
Building, 4417 Main Street,
Palmer, MA.

The applicant, Bondsville Fire
& Water District, is seeking a
Special Permit and Site Plan Ap-
proval as allowed under sections
171.28, 171.29, & 171.69 to
construct a 600,000-gallon con-
crete water storage tank on the
property located at L25 Jim Ash
Road, Bondsville. This parcel is
also known as Assessor’s Map
36, Lot 25.

A copy of the application may
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard
on the application can contact
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s
(MNPA) website (http://mass-
publicnotices.org).

Palmer Planning Board
06/19, 06/26/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provisions of
MA Gen. Laws, Chap. 255, Sec.
39A, the following vehicles will
be sold at public auction for tow-

SALE

Turleyg

Publications, Inc.

ADVERTISING

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications, a locally owned family
business, offers a competitive commission
structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

ing and storage charges due:
JEEP VIN:1J4GW48S14C299569
Trevor Russell PO Box 496
West Warren, MA; CHEVRO-
LET VIN: 1G1JC52F357144062
Dennis Daniels 97 Water ST
Palmer, MA; JEEP VIN: 1J4FY-
19SOWP731775 Jacqueline
Oconnor 515 Burncoat ST
Worcester, MA; HONDA VIN:-
JHLRD68404C003381 Jonathan
Adorno 18 Lower Hampden RD
Monson, MA; JEEP VIN: 1J4G-
B39187L102655 Yairalise Ro-
sario 3117 Main ST Bondsville,
MA; FORD VIN: IFTRX12W-
16NA21042 Ian Shaw 10 Draper
ST Brookfield, MA; HYUNDAI
VIN:SNPEC4ACOBHO080063
Jonathan Paulhus 216 Munn RD
Monson, MA. This auction is
to take place on July 11, 2025,
10:00 A.M. at LaBontes & Son
LLC, 241 Wilbraham St., Palm-
er, MA 01069

06/26, 07/03, 07/10/2025

MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE
OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain Mortgage given by James
H. Loper to Mortgage Electron-
ic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Drew Mortgage
Associates, Inc., its successors
and assigns, dated June 21, 2006
and recorded with the Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds
at Book 16006, Page 511, sub-
sequently assigned to CitiMort-
gage, Inc., its successors and
assigns by Mortgage Electronic
Registration System, Inc., as
nominee for Drew Mortgage As-
sociates, Inc., a Delaware Corpo-
ration its successors and assigns
by assignment recorded in said
Hampden County Registry of
Deeds at Book 19276, Page 432,
subsequently assigned to Green
Tree Servicing LLC, its succes-
sors and assigns by CitiMort-
gage, Inc., its successors and
assigns by assignment recorded
in said Hampden County Reg-
istry of Deeds at Book 20245,
Page 449, subsequently assigned
to New Residential Mortgage
LLC, its successors and assigns
by Ditech Financial LLC F/K/A
Green Tree Servicing LLC by as-
signment recorded in said Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds
at Book 23128, Page 393, sub-
sequently assigned to NewRez
LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage
Servicing by New Residential
Mortgage LLC by assignment
recorded in said Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds at Book
25437, Page 413 for breach of
the conditions of said Mortgage
and for the purpose of foreclos-
ing same will be sold at Public
Auction at 11:00 AM on July
17, 2025 at 84 Stafford Holland
Road, Wales, MA, all and sin-
gular the premises described in
said Mortgage, to wit: The land
in said Wales, on the northerly
side of Stafford Road, bounded
and described in two parcels as
follows;

PARCEL 1: Beginning at the
southeasterly corner thereof, at
an iron pin in the northerly line
of said Stafford Road, said iron
pin being 167.04 feet southwest-

|y
1)

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:;jamie@turley.com

erly of a county bound at station
69 + 96.11 of the 1947 layout of
said Stafford Road, and running
thence S. 41° 52’ 50” W. by the
northerly line of said Stafford
Road 85 feet to an iron pin in a
stone wall at land now or for-
merly of Julius Aarons and Ida
Aarons; thence N. 45° 39’ 10~
W. along the stone wall by land
of said Aarons 210.4 feet to an
iron pin; thence N. 51° 06* 10”
W., partly along said wall by land
of Aarons, 189.53 feet to an iron
pin and thence continuing in the
same course along land of said
Aarons 309 feet, more or less,
to the southerly line of a brook;
thence Northeasterly by the
southerly line of said brook 85
feet, more or less, to land former-
ly of Henry Bouchard; thence
S. 51° 06” 10” E. by said land
formerly of Henry Bouchard
309 feet, more or less, to an iron
pin and thence continuing in the
same course and by said land for-
merly of Henry Bouchard 189.53
feet to an iron pin; and thence S.
45° 39’ 10” E. along said land
formerly of Henry Bouchard
210.4 feet to the iron pin at the
point of beginning.

PARCEL 2: Beginning at the
southwesterly corner thereof
and at the southeasterly corner
of land formerly of Rene H.
Bouchard, at an iron pin in the
northerly line of said Stafford
Road, said iron pin being 167.04
feet southwesterly of a county
bound of the said 1947 layout,
and running thence N. 41° 52’
50” E. by the northerly line of
Stafford Road 15 feet to an iron
pin at land formerly of Henry
Bouchard; thence N. 45° 39* 10”
W. along said land formerly of
Henry Bouchard 210.4 feet to an
iron pin; thence N. 51° 06" 10”
W. along said land formerly of
Henry Bouchard 189.53 feet to
a point and thence continuing in
the same course along said land
formerly of Henry Bouchard 309
feet, more or less, to the souther-
ly line of a brook; thence south-
westerly by the southerly line of
said brook 15 feet, more or less,
to land of said Rene H. Bouch-
ard; thence S. 51° 06" 10” E. by
said land of Rene H. Bouchard
309 feet, more or less, to an iron
pin and thence continuing in the
same course along said land of
Rene H. Bouchard 189.53 feet
to an iron pin; and thence S. 45°
39’ 10” E. by said land of Rene
H. Bouchard 210.4 feet to the
iron pin at the point of begin-
ning. Being the same premises
conveyed to James H. Loper by
Deed of Kenneth S. Longtin, Sr.
and Cheryl L. Longtin dated Sep-
tember 29, 1999 and recorded in
the Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 10951, Page 360.

The premises are to be sold
subject to and with the benefit
of all easements, restrictions,
encroachments, building and
zoning laws, liens, unpaid taxes,
tax titles, water bills, municipal
liens and assessments, rights of
tenants and parties in possession,
and attorney’s fees and costs.

TERMS OF SALE: A de-
posit of FIVE THOUSAND

DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS

It’s Our Anniversary!

($5,000.00) in the form of a
certified check, bank treasurer’s
check or money order will be
required to be delivered at or be-
fore the time the bid is offered.
The successful bidder will be re-
quired to execute a Foreclosure
Sale Agreement immediately af-
ter the close of the bidding. The
balance of the purchase price
shall be paid within thirty (30)
days from the sale date in the
form of a certified check, bank
treasurer’s check or other check
satisfactory to Mortgagee’s at-
torney. The Mortgagee reserves
the right to bid at the sale, to re-
ject any and all bids, to continue
the sale and to amend the terms
of the sale by written or oral
announcement made before or
during the foreclosure sale. If the
sale is set aside for any reason,
the Purchaser at the sale shall be
entitled only to a return of the
deposit paid. The purchaser shall
have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgag-
ee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.
The description of the premises
contained in said mortgage shall
control in the event of an error in
this publication. TIME WILL BE
OF THE ESSENCE.
Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the sale.
NewRez LLC d/b/a
Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing
Present Holder of said
Mortgage,
By Its Attorneys,
ORLANS LAW GROUP PLLC
PO Box 540540
Waltham, MA 02454
Phone: (781) 790-7800
24-004738
06/26, 07/03, 07/10/2025

MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE
OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain Mortgage given by Mat-
thew A. Tulloch to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for Mortgage
Research Center, LLC dba Vet-
erans United Home Loans, its
successors and assigns, dated
September 16, 2019 and record-
ed with the Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds at Book
22854, Page 351, subsequently
assigned to CALIBER HOME
LOANS, INC. by Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as mortgagee, as nominee
for Mortgage Research Center,
LLC dba Veterans United Home
Loans, its successors and assigns
by assignment recorded in said
Hampden County Registry of
Deeds at Book 24701, Page 352,
subsequently assigned to AL-
LIED FIRST BANK, SB DBA
SERVBANK by CALIBER
HOME LOANS, INC. by as-
signment recorded in said Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds
at Book 25135, Page 168 for
breach of the conditions of said
Mortgage and for the purpose of
foreclosing same will be sold at
Public Auction at 11:00 AM on
July 10, 2025 at 3039 Pleasant
Street, Palmer, MA, all and sin-
gular the premises described in
said Mortgage, to wit:

TWO CERTAIN PARCELS

OF LAND IN BONDSVILLE,
PALMER, HAMPDEN COUN-
TY, MASSACHUSETTS AS
FOLLOWS:

PARCEL I: A CERTAIN
TRACT OF LAND SITUATE
ON THE EASTERLY SIDE OF
HIGH STREET IN BONDS-
VILLE IN SAID PALMER,
CONTAINING 24 SQUARE
RODS BOUNDED AND DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
BEGINNING AT A STAKE
AND STONES ON THE EAST
LINE OF SAID STREET,
BEING THE SOUTHWEST
CORNER OF THE LOT CON-
VEYED; THENCE EAST-
ERLY AT RIGHT ANGLES
WITH SAID STREET, SIX
(6) RODS TO A STAKE AND
STONES; THENCE NORTH-
ERLY ON A LINE PARALLEL
WITH SAID STREET, FOUR
(4) RODS TO A STAKE AND
STONES, THENCE WEST-
ERLY IN LINE PARALLEL
WITH SAID FIRST LINE, SIX
(6) RODS TO A STAKE AND
STONES ON LINE OF SAID
STREET; THENCE SOUTH-
ERLY ON LINE OF SAID
STREET, FOUR (4) RODS TO
FIRST MENTIONED BOUND.
BEING THE SAME PREMIS-
ES DESCRIBED IN A DEED
FROM LUTHER COLLIS TO
JOHN BROWN DATED APRIL
1, 1887 AND RECORDED IN
BOOK 433, PAGE 171.

PARCEL II: A CERTAIN
TRACT OR PARCEL OF
LAND SITUATE IN THE VIL-
LAGE OF BONDSVILLE IN
SAID PALMER AND BOUND-
ED AND DESCRIBE AS FOL-
LOWS: BEGINNING AT A
STAKE AND STONES ON THE
EASTERLY SIDE OF PLEAS-
ANT STREET AT CORNER OF
LAND OF SAID PATRICK J.
BROWN; THENCE A.P.N #:86-
57 EASTERLY SIX (6) RODS
ON LAND OF SAID BROWN
TO A STAKE AND STONES;
THENCE S. 07° 45° W. ON
LAND OF SAID BROWN
AND LAND OF R. L. BOND,
TWO HUNDRED FOURTEEN
(214) FEET TO A STAKE AND
STONES ON LAND OF WIL-
LIAM TAYLOR; THENCE S.
74° 02> ON LAND OF SAID
TAYLOR, ONE HUNDRED
TEN (110) FEET TO A STAKE
AND STONES; THENCE
S. 16° 34 W. ON LAND OF
SAID TAYLOR, THIRTY (30)
FEET TO A STAKE AND
STONES; THENCE S. 74° E.
ON LAND OF JOHN CARMO-
DY’ S HEIRS, ONE HUNDRED
TWENTY-FIVE (125) FEET TO
A PINE TREE; THENCE N. 10°
05’ E. ON LAND OF THOMAS
CARMODY, FOUR HUNDRED
TWENTY-EIGHT (428) FEET
TO A STAKE AND STONES
ON LINE OF SAID CARMODY,
THREE HUNDRED EIGHTY
(380) FEET SOUTHWESTER-
LY FROM A STONE MONU-
MENT ON THE WARE ROAD,
MARKING THE BOUNDARY
LINE BETWEEN LAND OF
HIRAM E. W. CLARK AND
ELBRIDGE G. HASTINGS
AND LAND OF SAID CAR-
MODY; THENCE WESTERLY

THROUGH A MAPLE TREE
ON LINE OF LAND OF SAID
CLARK AND HASTINGS, FIF-
TEEN (15) RODS TO A STAKE
AND STONES AT LAND OF
PETER WOODS; THENCE
S. 07° 45> W. NINE (9) RODS
AND TWELVE (12) LINKS
ON LAND OF SAID WOODS
AND LAND OF DAVID FITZ-
GERALD TO A STAKE AND
STONES; THENCE WEST-
ERLY ON LAND OF SAID
FITZGERALD, SIX (6) RODS
TO AN IRON PIN IN THE
GROUND ON THE EASTER-
LY SIDE OF SAID PLEASANT
STREET; THENCE SOUTH-
ERLY ON SAID PLEASANT
STREET, FIFTY-TWO (52)
FEET TO THE PLACE OF BE-
GINNING.

BEING THE SAME PREM-
ISES CONVEYED TO THE
MORTGAGOR HEREIN
BY DEED OF MARY C.
CHRABSZCZ TO BERECORD-
ED IN HAMPDEN COUNTY
REGISTRY OF DEEDS IMME-
DIATELY PRIOR HERETO.

The premises are to be sold
subject to and with the benefit
of all easements, restrictions,
encroachments, building and
zoning laws, liens, unpaid taxes,
tax titles, water bills, municipal
liens and assessments, rights of
tenants and parties in possession,
and attorney’s fees and costs.

TERMS OF SALE: A de-
posit of FIVE THOUSAND
DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS
($5,000.00) in the form of a
certified check, bank treasurer’s
check or money order will be
required to be delivered at or be-
fore the time the bid is offered.
The successful bidder will be re-
quired to execute a Foreclosure
Sale Agreement immediately af-
ter the close of the bidding. The
balance of the purchase price
shall be paid within thirty (30)
days from the sale date in the
form of a certified check, bank
treasurer’s check or other check
satisfactory to Mortgagee’s at-
torney. The Mortgagee reserves
the right to bid at the sale, to re-
ject any and all bids, to continue
the sale and to amend the terms
of the sale by written or oral
announcement made before or
during the foreclosure sale. If the
sale is set aside for any reason,
the Purchaser at the sale shall be
entitled only to a return of the
deposit paid. The purchaser shall
have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgag-
ee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.
The description of the premises
contained in said mortgage shall
control in the event of an error in
this publication. TIME WILL BE
OF THE ESSENCE.

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the sale.

Servbank SB, f/k/a Allied Bank
SB d/b/a Servbank
Present Holder of said
Mortgage, By Its Attorneys,
ORLANS LAW GROUP PLLC
PO Box 540540
Waltham, MA 02454
Phone: (781) 790-7800 22-
009322

06/19, 06/26, 07/03/2025

Celebrating 60 Years of Success,
One Client At A Time!

D
TROMBLEY

A S S OCI

ATES

Investment and Retirement Planning

« Located in Post Office Park,
Wilbraham

 Helping clients live their
best financial life since 1965

« Accomplished, Friendly
and Professional

« Contactus for a
no-fee consultation

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player;

Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

85 Post Office Park - Suite 8524
Wilbraham, MA 01095
Phone 413-596-6992

trombleyassociates.com
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of group into neighborhoods,
and a lot of folks don’t make
their way down to the li-
brary...it’s pretty far away for
them,” she said. “So I wanted
to bring some sort of library
activity out to them. A mov-
ie at each of the parks, where
local families can walk over,
felt like the right fit.”

The Youth Advisory
Board, a group of teens who
work with Chartrand to help
shape library programming
for young people, immediate-
ly embraced the idea. “When
I brought the idea to them,
they went nuts for it,” said
Chartrand. “It turned into a
fundraiser and outreach op-
portunity for the library. The
kids sell snacks, the library
provides the movie, and the
community gets to enjoy a
fun evening outside. It’s a
win-win.”

While the library pro-
vides the technical setup for
the screenings, the youth
board handles concessions
and helps promote the events.
Proceeds from snack sales
go directly back into youth
programming. Last year, the
board used fundraising mon-
ey to put on a Halloween par-
ty for teens and tweens, and
they’re already planning to go

The movie night is a form of community outreach for the library.

even bigger this fall thanks to
the revenue expected from the
summer series.

The film lineup was se-
lected by the Youth Advisory
Board themselves. Chartrand
gave them a few ground rules:
stick to movies rated PG-13
or below and try to include a
variety of genres, but let the
students drive the selection
process. “They really were
the driving force,” she said.
“They wanted something
current, something animated,
something action, and some-
thing anime, so we could ap-
peal to a wide audience.” The

result is a mix of titles rang-
ing from Barbie and Lilo &
Stitch to Dungeons and Drag-
ons: Honor Among Thieves
and Howl’s Moving Castle.
Each movie night also
features opportunities for oth-
er community organizations
to participate. At the first
event, representatives from
Top Floor Learning, an adult
education nonprofit located
on the library’s third floor,
were on hand to share infor-
mation about their services.
“They’re not a library organi-
zation, but they use space in
our building,” Chartrand ex-

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

plained. “So when I let them
know about the movie nights,
they said they’d love to come
out. It’s a great chance to
give them exposure and bring
some of these groups togeth-
er.”

Chartrand  emphasized
that the events are intentional-
ly kept simple. All snacks are
prepackaged to avoid permit-
ting issues, and the setup is
designed to be as low-main-
tenance and welcoming as
possible. “I would love to do
things like fresh popcorn or
other made-on-site food, but
I don’t want to have to deal

LEARNING

Members of Top Floor Learning: Mouna Almasri, Donna Kimball
the Director of TPL, and her son Alex Kimball.

with food permits or kids try-
ing to cook,” she said, laugh-
ing. “There are already too
many cooks in the kitchen,
and they’re not even cooking
anything.”

As families laid out blan-
kets and kids ran through the
grass at Legion Field, Char-
trand looked around with sat-

isfaction. “If this goes well,
I'd love to do it again next
summer,” she said. “We got
really lucky with a break in
the rain tonight. I was worried
that if this one didn’t happen,
it would tank the whole ex-
periment. But people are here,
they’re excited, and that’s re-
ally what it’s all about.”

A group of volunteers waiting on the dock waiting for the skiers to come back so they can safely
help them out of the water island onto solid ground or into their mobility device.
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Two trained skiers ride alongside a participant to make sure if anything happens on the water they are able to help as soon as

possible.
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low any person at any ability
the opportunity to enjoy a day
on the water...it’s the best
thing I do. It’s one of the most
fulfilling purposes in my life.”
The day’s activities re-
volved around adaptive sit-
skis, specialized rigs that al-
low individuals with limited
mobility to ski while seated,
supported by outriggers. Par-
ticipants are carefully fitted
with life jackets and skis, then
guided onto the water by a
team that includes side skiers,
boat drivers, and jet ski spot-
ters; all volunteers are trained
to ensure safety and support.
“This is very labor inten-
sive,” Candela explained. “To
get one adaptive skier on the
lake takes at least 12 people,
a boat, and a jet ski. But it’s
worth every bit of effort.”

Each skier receives per-
sonalized instruction and, for
returning participants, op-
portunities to advance their
skills. Some who started in
a basic sit-ski are now skiing
independently without outrig-
gers. “It’s not just a one-time
experience,” Candela said.
“This is something they can
improve at. And watching
them grow and gain confi-
dence is incredible.”

One key piece of adap-
tive equipment used at the
event is the “Seahorse”, a
supportive seat mounted to a
training boom that helps ski-
ers with balance challenges
learn how to start skiing from
the water. Originally designed
in Australia for barefoot ski-
ing, the device has become
a cornerstone of WWSC’s
adaptive instruction.

WWSC’s adaptive skiing

program has grown rapidly. In
2025, the organization plans
to host events across Massa-
chusetts, including sites at
Lake Quinsigamond, Lake
Lashaway, Webster Lake, and
Long Pond in Tyngsboro, as
well as weekly adaptive prac-
tice sessions every Sunday at
Glen Echo Lake in Charlton.
A special clinic for veterans is
also in the works.

Participants travel from
across the state, and some
even as far as Maine, to join
in. With a maximum capacity
of 24 participants per event,
demand remains high.

WWSC has now served
an estimated 300 to 400 par-
ticipants since the program
began. Many are returning
faces, forming friendships
and bonds that last well be-
yond the water.

From equipment prep to

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

water safety and lunch ser-
vice, the day could not hap-
pen without an army of volun-
teers; all unpaid, driven by the
mission. The Aqua Riders of
Holland, a competitive show
ski team composed of youth
and adults, not only host the
event at their private site but
also assist in the instruction
and safety efforts.

“A lot of our volunteers
started out just loving to
ski,” said Heather Jackman, a
WWSC volunteer. “Now we
get to give that gift to people
who may have never imag-
ined this was possible for
them.”

For the Aqua Riders,
the event fits seamlessly into
a summer filled with per-
formance and competition.
The team is preparing for
the NSSA Eastern Regional
Show Ski Tournament in Sco-

Volunteers checking in participants and keeping track of gear
while participants strap into their gear and get ready for their turn.

Originally designed in Australia for barefoot skiing, the
“Seahorse” is a supportive seat mounted to a training boom
that helps skiers with balance challenges learn how to start
skiing from the water.

tia, NY this July. They’ll also
host a series of free Friday
night ski shows in Holland,
showcasing acrobatics, pyr-
amids, jumps, and barefoot
skiing on June 17, July 11,
July 18, Aug. 9, and a special
home show on Aug. 16.
WWSC welcomes new
volunteers of all backgrounds
and abilities, both on land and
in water. Whether it’s reg-
istering participants, fitting
life jackets, assisting with
logistics, or side-skiing on
the water, there’s a role for
everyone. Volunteers must
sign a waiver through USA
Water Ski for insurance pur-

poses and can receive training
through the club.

More information on vol-
unteering, upcoming events,
and adaptive programming
can be found at www.Web-
sterWaterSki.org.

For those inspired to
witness what adaptive water
skiing looks like in action,
or simply curious about what
community, courage, and joy
look like when they meet; it’s
as simple as standing on the
shore of Hamilton Reservoir
on a summer morning, watch-
ing a skier rise up on the wa-
ter, arms outstretched, laugh-
ter carried on the breeze.
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Obituary

Ronald A. Bigda

It is with deep
sorrow that we an- >
nounce the passing
of Ronald A. Big- .
da, who departed 'r @
this life on June
20, 2025, at the
age of 82. Born on
October 8, 1942, in -
Palmer, Massachu-
setts, Ronald was a
lifelong resident of
this community.

Ronald dedicated his
career to the trucking in-
dustry, working as a truck
driver throughout his life.
He started his journey as a
truck driver and eventually
establishing his own truck-
ing company, RA Bigda
Trucking.

Beyond his profession-
al pursuits, Ronald was a
man of many interests. In
his younger years, he en-
joyed adventures outdoors,
including hunting, target
shooting, and quadding.
His passion for old country
music and black and white
cowboy movies added joy
to his everyday life. Most
importantly, he adored his

R

grandchildren;

they were his

greatest treasures
- and the lights of
his life.

Ronald  is
survived by his
three  children,
Ronald J. Bigda,
Terri Bigda and
Gregg Bigda. He
also leaves his
six grandchildren
which he found immense
pleasure in spending time
with, Tyler and his wife
Laura, Alexa, Madison, Na-
than, Michael, and Jordan,
cherishing every moment
shared with them. He will
also be missed by his loyal
dog, Mack.

Family and friends
are invited to pay their re-
spects during a graveside
service on July 3 at 10 a.m.
at Sts. Peter & Paul Ceme-
tery. In lieu of flowers, the
family kindly requests that
donations be made to Shri-
ners Hospital for Children.
Beers & Story Palmer Fu-

neral Home was entrusted
with the arrangements.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

Felicia M. (Kapinos) Royea

PALMER - Fe-
licia M. (Kapinos)
Royea, passed away
peacefully June 19,
2025 at her home
with the love of her
family surrounding
her. Born December
14, 1952 in Palmer,
she was the daugh-
ter of Martin E. and
Angela-Nellie  C.
(Strychaz) Kapinos.
Felicia worked at Monson
Developmental Center and
then was the owner of Family
Video in Palm Bay, FL. She
went on to work at Taco Bell
in Melbourne, FL as the team
manager and went on to be the
president of Premier Towing
Inc for 7 years. Most recent-
ly, she worked at O’Connells
Convenience Store in Bonds-
ville. Felicia’s memory will
forever be cherished by her
husband of 40 years, Bryan
L. Royea. They celebrated
their anniversary together on
May 17. Her love will contin-
ue with her daughter, Melanie
Pariseau of Bondsville, grand-
children, Matthew and London
Daniels, Brittany Pariseau,
and Megan Pariseau and great
grandchildren Avery and Israel
Daniels. Her daughter, Rachel
Lane of Bondsville and grand-
children Stephanie Witt, Ethan

White, and Hunter
White as well as
great grandchildren,
Gabriel, Elliana,
Malani  Columbus.
Her son, David Lane
of Bondsville and
grandchildren Devin
Register,  Autumn
Maritato, and Alex
Lane as well at great
grandchildren Mag-
nolia Morgan and
Nico Maritato will also fondly
share her love. Her step daugh-
ter, Wendy and Pat Nichols of
Warren and grandchildren Am-
ber Ocasio, Rusty Shephard,
Allysa Shepard also survive
her. Step daughter, Heath-
er and Nicholas Thomas and
grandchildren, Collin, Owen,
Mason, Addisyn, Adreeyan
Thomas will also fondly share
her love. Felicia also leaves
her sisters, Marcia Ducharme
of Cape Cod and May Henry
and Bob of New Hampshire.
Felicia was predeceased by her
sister, Grace Jarrett and grand-
son, Elliott Thomas. Funeral
services were held Tuesday,
June 24 at 11 a.m. at Crossway
Christian Church with burial
that followed at Sts. Peter &
Paul Cemetery. Beers & Story
Palmer Funeral Home has been
entrusted with the arrange-
ments.

SCHOOL 1 from page 1

citizens. The vision speaks to
creating a high-performing,
nurturing, and dynamic edu-
cational environment that fos-
ters lifelong learners. These
guiding principles would echo
through the evening’s discus-
sions on curriculum enrich-
ment and special education
needs.

Superintendent commends
community engagement

Interim  Superintendent
Roland Joyell offered remarks
acknowledging student efforts
and community contributions.
He commended high school
students from the VIP pro-
gram for their creative and
successful bake sale, which
even featured handmade dog
treats. He also praised the dis-
trict’s PTSA for their consis-
tent involvement and strong
advocacy, particularly during
recent town meetings. Joyell
noted the PTSA’s impact
extended well beyond fund-
raising, calling them a vital
part of Monson’s educational
community.

Public Comment:
Calls for fiscal oversight

State Avenue resident
Bob Lamb delivered a de-
tailed and impassioned cri-
tique of the School Com-
mittee’s handling of recent
budget developments. Lamb
criticized the Committee for
not opposing a $300,000 bud-
get amendment that was add-
ed during the Town Meeting
by a group of parents, a move
he felt violated the tri-board
agreement. He emphasized
the need for budget transpar-
ency, line-by-line scrutiny
of appropriations, and more
rigorous oversight of school
finances. Lamb warned that

continued financial uncer-
tainty could affect the town’s
ability to borrow in the future
and might trigger the need for
a Proposition 2 12 override.
He also raised concerns about
facility use, such as admin-
istrative vehicle access and
the repurposing of classroom
space into private offices, ar-
guing that better collaboration
with other town departments
could lead to more efficient
use of resources. He urged the
Committee to rebuild public
trust, noting the high number
of blank ballots in recent elec-
tions as a sign of community
disengagement.

Summerfest 2025 approved
Steve Slozak, represent-
ing the Summerfest Planning
Committee, joined the meet-
ing via Zoom to request use
of school facilities for the
upcoming Summerfest event
scheduled for June 21, with a
rain date of June 22. He out-
lined the logistics, including
food trucks that would remain
on pavement, entertainment
by a teen band and headline
act “The Town Ramblers,”
and planned coordination for
dumpsters, parking, and tear-
down. The Committee unani-
mously approved the request,
along with a contingency that
Superintendent Joyell and Fa-
cilities Director Paul DeMeo
could approve any necessary
extensions if weather delays
pushed the event beyond the
weekend. Slozak emphasized
that the group takes pride in its
stewardship of the facilities,
stating, “We will leave the
school better than we get it.”

Ecuador and Galapagos
student trip inspires
future travel

Teachers Michael Trem-
blay and Sefiora Canning pre-
sented a detailed report on the

recent high school student trip
to Ecuador and the Galdpagos
Islands. Through EF Tours,
students participated in a
range of cultural, scientific,
and experiential learning ac-
tivities. Highlights included
visits to Quito, the equator
line, the Cotopaxi volcano,
and the Galdpagos, where stu-
dents snorkeled with sea tur-
tles and reef sharks, explored
lava tubes, and interacted with
local communities. Tremblay
described the experience as
“a dream come true,” while
Canning emphasized the im-
portance of global exposure
in education, calling the trip
“the best way to show them
the world firsthand.” Building
on the trip’s success, the dis-
trict is planning future excur-
sions to Spain in 2026 and to
Latin America in 2027, with
countries like Puerto Rico or
Panama under consideration.
Another Galdpagos trip is
tentatively being considered
for 2028 or 2029, depending
on affordability and student
interest.

Early kindergarten
admissions approved,
with caution

The Committee reviewed
five parent requests for early
kindergarten admission for
children whose birthdays fell
shortly after the September 1
cutoff. All five requests were
approved, including one stu-
dent with an October birthday,
Lilith Edwin, whose approval
passed on a 4-2 vote. Students
were evaluated for academic
readiness and social-emotion-
al development by the Early
Childhood team, and several
were already enrolled in the
district’s preschool programs.
While the students were found
to be ready for kindergarten,
some Committee members
expressed concern about set-
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no later than NOON

Thursday, July 3
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ting a precedent without clear
guidelines. Jamie Murphy
warned that although stu-
dents may present minimal
social-emotional concerns
now, increased academic de-
mands could pose challenges
later. Allison Morgan voiced
discomfort with the October
approval, saying, “October
birthdays scares me.” The
Committee agreed that a for-
mal early admissions policy
needs to be developed to pro-
vide structure and consistency
in future decisions.

Preschool Restructuring
Plan Addresses Growing
Special Education Needs
A proposed restructur-
ing of the district’s preschool
program was presented by
Principal Joe Marciniec,
SPED Director Colette Mar-
cinkiewicz, and Early Child-
hood Coordinator Lauren
Bryn. The proposal aims to
better serve the increasing
number of students requiring
Applied Behavior Analysis
(ABA) services due to autism
and developmental delays.
Under the current model, the
district operates five integrat-
ed preschool classrooms. The
proposed plan for the 2025-
26 school year would convert
one of those classrooms into
a dedicated special education
classroom focused on ABA
support, while maintaining
four integrated classrooms.
Marcinkiewicz ~ emphasized
that the need is both immedi-
ate and growing, noting that
12 students currently require
ABA and another 12 are ex-
pected to transition from Ear-
ly Intervention services, with
a significant portion likely to
need similar support. Bryn
added that without a dedicat-
ed ABA setting, the district is
setting its staff and students
up for limited success, stat-
ing, “We want them to be sup-
ported and successful... not
just managed.” The plan does
not require new staffing, as
existing personnel will be re-
allocated. While the shift will
slightly reduce tuition revenue
from general education stu-
dents, it allows the district to
meet service obligations more
effectively. Committee mem-
bers supported the proposal
and praised the proactive ap-
proach, noting that early and
targeted interventions can
improve long-term outcomes
and reduce the need for more
intensive support later in a
child’s education.

Ronald N. Weston

BRIMFIELD -
Ronald N. Weston,
83, passed away
on June 17, 2025
at JGS Lifecare in
Longmeadow, MA.
Born in Springfield,
MA on September
15, 1941, he was
the son of the late
Stanley and Doris
(Collins) Weston.

For over 50
years, Ronald owned and op-
erated Hollow Brook Farm
in Brimfield, specializing in
horse-drawn carriage rides
for weddings, sleigh rides
during the winter, and sales
of Christmas trees and holi-
day gifts. When not working
on the farm, Ronald enjoyed
sailing on his 28 ft. sailboat
named “Wave Dancer”.

To cherish his memo-
ry, Ronald leaves his wife
of 58 years, Linda (Davis)
Weston; his children Heather
Casey and her husband Ted,
Shawn Weston and his wife
Janis and Amber Stetson

# and her husband
John; his grand-
children  Devin
Dickinson, Cas-
sidy, Alaina, and
Nathan  Weston
and Hayden and
Kayla Stetson; his
great grandchild
Raegan Wagner
as well as his
brothers Donald
Weston and Jerry
Weston and his wife Linda.

Family and friends are
invited to gather on Thurs-
day, June 26, 2025 from 4
to 6 p.m. at Forastiere Smith
Funeral & Cremation, 220
North Main Street, East
Longmeadow followed by a
service at 6 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may
be made to the Alzheimer’s
Association, 320 Nevada
St, Suite 201, Newton MA
02460. For more information
or to leave an online con-
dolence, please visit www.
forastiere.com

DEATH NOTICES

Bigda, Ronald A.

Died June 20, 2025
Services July 3, 2025

Beers & Story Funeral Home

Desmond Sr., Daniel E.
100

Died April 24, 2025
Celebration of Life June 28
Scout Hall, 47 Pleasant St.,
Rockport, MA

Royea, Felicia M.
(Kapinos)

Died June 19, 2025
Services June 24, 2025
Beers & Story Funeral Home

Weston, Ronald N.
Died June 17, 2025
Service June 26, 2025
Forastiere Funeral Home

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References
e Hazardous Tree Removal

¢ Stump Grinding
¢ Bobcat Work

¢ Lot Clearing ¢ Storm work

¢ Furnace Wood
¢ Firewood $275/cord

¢ 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
¢ Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119 « C: 978-888-1693

™

The Journal Register

OBITUARY POLICY

Turley Publications offers two types of

obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid

Obituaries should be

funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

submitted through a

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
Ludlow, MA

1014 Center St

e

583-6508 &
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Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS |

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS

AIR CONDITIONER. Keystone, large
window/wall type with case. 12,000 BTU
with remote, manual case. One owner
617-717-4817.

TAG SALE

114 HENDRICK ST., CHICOPEE.
Furniture, clothing, toys, auto parts, much
more. Friday, June 27 thru Sunday,
June 29, 10am-4pm. Rain or shine.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanted.
Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage hunting,
camping, cast iron cookware, advertising,
motorcycles, clothing. Call Ken (413)433-
2195.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x*xxxxxx & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,

ELECTRICIAN

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS.
Residential electrical service, mini splits,
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-

9140.

Games, coins, sterling, Gl e,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more

Donald Roy

(860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229.
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior — Finish carpentry, fram-
ing, window & door replacement, drywall,
painting and decks.. Competitive pricing.
Insured. Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

st
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CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON**
Specializing in shrub trimming,
pruning, design, deliveries, loader,
backhoe, insured. Professional.
Please call Bob (413) 537-5789
(413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

B&D PAINTING - Home improvement
contractor. Reg. #175887. Free estimates.
30 years experience. 300 excellent refer-
ences, 4.83 rating out of 5 on Angies List.
413-727-9846.

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently
ran in one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

413-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

Find archives of this
local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR

1 2 3 4
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Name: Phone:

Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard L VISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv

Amount of charge: Date:

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTONN

=
pal:

HUBBARDSTON

=
25
Pl g=

BRINFELD
STURBRIDGE

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

Call us at 41 3.8393

CASH
JUN
AND REPA

FREE TOWING

FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT
is now accepting applications
for a FULL-TIME police officer.
Review of applications begins immediately.
Visit www.hampdenpolice.com
for more information. EOE

WE'RE HIRING!
SUFFIELD LUMBER

INSIDE SALES MANAGER
WANTED
*FULL TIME POSITION
1-860-668-5530

Job Description -

Responsibilities and Duties:

* Answer phones

* Software proficiency

* Opening and closing store

* Handling customers

* Order stock

* Stock inventory and shelves,

* Schedule deliveries

* Dealing with cash

* Quoting material for jobs

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

MULTI UNIT HOME, OAKHAM. Pay
rent five years on time, live free forever.
Pete 407-752-1499

SOUTH HADLEY - 6 room apartment in
owner occupied duplex. Washer & dryer on
premises. 2 off-street parking spaces. No
smoking...no pets. Rent $1500.00/mo. plus
utilities. Require 1st, last and security upon
rental. Please call 413-533-4310 to set
up appointment.

WANTED TO RENT

IF YOU HAVE A GARAGE to rent
in Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley or
Springfield please call Miguel 413-523-
6362.

|_FOR RENT |
o

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

i
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Monson Police Logs

The Monson Police De-
partment reported 77 inci-
dents and arrests on its logs
from Sunday, June 8 through
Saturday, June 14.

Sunday, June 8

6:07 a.m. — An officer
responded to a medical emer-
gency.

12:41 p.m. — An officer
responded to a report of a ju-
venile complaint.

1:52 p.m. — An officer
performed a motor vehicle
stop. Ronal Lawrence, 68,
of 1138 Dunhamtown Road,
Brimfield, was arrested on

charges of operating under

the influence of drugs, failure
to signal, failure to stop for
police, a marked lanes viola-
tion, unsafe/impeded opera-
tion of a motor vehicle, neg-
ligent operation of a motor
vehicle, possession with the
intent to distribute cocaine,
resisting arrest, disorderly
conduct and interfering with
a police officer.

2:50 p.m. — An officer
responded to a medical emer-

gency.

Monday, June 9
2:47 am. — An officer
responded to a medical emer-

gency.

Tuesday, June 10

7:38 am. — An officer
responded to a medical emer-
gency.

10:35 a.m. — An officer
responded to a report of an
animal complaint.

3:43 p.m. — An officer re-
sponded to a report of an ani-
mal complaint.

Wednesday, June 11

3:19 am. — An officer
responded to a medical emer-
gency.

6:07 p.m. — An officer re-
sponded to a report of an ani-
mal complaint.

Thursday, June 12
10:06 p.m. — An officer
responded to a medical emer-

gency.

Friday, June 13

9:21 a.m. — An officer
responded to a report of dam-
age/vandalism.

10:09 a.m. — An officer
responded to a medical emer-
gency.

10:53 p.m. — An officer
responded to a medical emer-
gency.

2:41 p.m. — An officer
took a report of a past assault.

3:29 p.m. — An officer re-
sponded to a traffic incident/

crash.

4:15 p.m. — An officer
responded to a medical emer-
gency.

10 p.m. — An officer re-
sponded to a mental health
emergency.

Saturday, June 14

11:07 a.m. — An officer
responded to a traffic inci-
dent/crash.

4:35 p.m. — An officer
responded to a medical emer-

gency.

Our
advertisers
make this
publication
possible.

Let them know
you saw their
ad in the

Journal
Register

LET’S GO OUT!

Your Local Favorite Restaurants

ENJOY OUTDOOR
DINING ON OUR DECK!

SUNDAY BRUNGH

Bar & Grille

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

EST. 2016

ENJOY OUTDOOR DINING ON OUR PATIO! LIVE MUSIC! Ssundays 10:30-2:30
e 4 AT EVERY THURS., FRI. & SAT.  (Plus Our Regular Menu Until 8pm)
P - el Weather Thursday 6/26 Featuring Our Build Your Own
- | | -,u»wu i | Permlttmg Aelan Lisowski Bloody Mary & Mimosa Bar!
Friday 6/27
John Quigley . WATGH FOR OUR
Saturday 6/28

LOBSTER BAKE

Lisa Martins

LUNGCGH

Serving: Thurs. - Sat. 11:30 S P E c IAI'

and Sun. 10:30 RETURNING IN JULY!

$18 PRIME RIB WINE DOWN
NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY \WEDNESDAYS $19

ine In Only » While Supplis Las SO0 STEAK R
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT!

2341 Boston Rd.. (Rt. 20). Wilbraham, MA

A13.269.2020

route20barandgrille.com

SERVING: TUES. & WED. 4-9PM  THURS. 11:30AM-9PM ‘j
FRI. & SAT. 11:30AM-9:30PM ¢ SUN. 10:30AM-8PM
WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT KENO'
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED FOR PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE

BOOK YOUR NEXT FUNCTION WITH US!

Showers, Christenings, Funeral Luncheons,
Rehearsal Dinners, Weddings, etc.

For More Information
Contact Lori Atkinson at 413-566-8324
or by email at lacucinagreenhouse@gmail.com

See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu

lacucinahampden.com
Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm
LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS EAR OPEN LATE!

[ 4 XA ‘, '.\I\I .
HOME OF THE JOIN THE 2025
KILLER BEE FIRST 100 MEMBERS

GIO’S LOUNGE

Beer - Wine - Spirits - Cocktails
Extended Hours for Lounge

*PERKS AND BENEFITS

8 - Keno & Lottery Available
LIVE LET’S CELEBRATE M WE ARE MORE THAN
IMUSIC ™ OURONE YEAR TAPROOM e B
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY ) w&“g%‘#ﬁ I:g‘.\f:pm o e m— e * GOURMET PIZZAS « WINGS  PASTA
SEE UPCOMING PERFORMERS 0/ ‘b are e MUSIC "Letus do the cooking " 1« GIANT CALZONES  DINNERS » CALAMARI

AND EVENTS ON OUR ) , ’ while you enjoy the summer fun! - GRINDERS & WRAPS « SEAFOOD « GLAM STRIPS

NewsLETTER/INSTAGRAM/FAcEBook NEW BEER RELEASES

BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT! INDOOR AND PATIO RENTALS WITH CATERING SERVICES AVAILABLE.
.
i OUTDOOR PATIO SPACE WITH COVERING. ,.*: ~ PATIO IS DOG FRIENDLY
‘ P,

] 6 BURT LANE, WILBRAHAM, MA. TAPROOM (413)-279-1317
EMAIL INFO@SCANTICRIVERBREWERY.COM WWW.SCANTICRIVERBREWERY.COM
OPEN TUES-WED 3-9PM, THURS 3-10PM, FRI 12-10PM, SAT 12-10PM, SUN 12-8PM

SAVE TIME & MONEY! ORDER ONLINE?!
JOIN THE CUSTOMER LOYALTY REWARDS PROGRAM

9 Allen St., ¢ Hampden Mini Mall ¢ Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015
P 0 =B 7 ciosed mon. = Tues. | WWW.GIOSDIZZEra.com
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Business

Phish Phriends Coffee Shop gaining quick popularlty

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER - A new cof-
fee shop in town is quickly
becoming a favorite gathering
place; not just for its specialty
drinks and laid-back atmo-
sphere, but for the musical in-
spiration behind its name and
menu.

Phish Phriends, which
opened its doors on June 1, is
the creation of Lisa and Mat-
thew Burke, longtime Palmer
residents who wanted to blend
their love of coffee with their
deep appreciation for the band
Phish. Every drink on the
menu is named after a Phish
song, a detail that will delight
fans of the jam band while
sparking curiosity for new-
comers.

“We’ve traveled all over
seeing them,” Lisa Burke
said. “Most of the posters
on the walls are from shows

NURSES: TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR
CAREER & MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

+/ Become a Private Patient Advocate

 High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule .
 Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance
 Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

u EADVUBAT

ENTREPRENEUR

we’ve been to, or someone we
know has. We just thought it
would be fun to create a place
that brings people together the
same way the band does.”

That sense of communi-
ty is central to both the cof-
fee shop and the band that
inspired it. Phish, formed in
1983 in Burlington, Vermont,
is known for its genre-blend-
ing sound and extended live
improvisations. The lineup:
Trey Anastasio, Mike Gordon,
Jon Fishman, and Page Mc-
Connell; has remained intact
since 1986 and has cultivat-
ed a loyal following through
word-of-mouth, live record-
ings, and a vibrant touring
culture. Their music mixes
funk, jazz, rock, bluegrass,
and more, attracting fans who
value both musicianship and
a strong sense of community;
values the Burkes hope to mir-
ror in their shop.

Originally  from

just

south of Boston, Lisa met her
husband Matthew, a Berk-
shires native, and the two
decided to make Palmer their
home in 2009. “We met in the
middle,” she said. After rais-
ing their three children here,
they found themselves in their
first true empty-nest year and
decided it was time to start
something new.

“We just wanted to do
something fun to fill the void,”
Lisa said. “And honestly, who
doesn’t love coffee?”

While the heart of the
business is coffee, the Burkes
have made sure to offer some-
thing for everyone. The menu
features not just coffee and
espresso drinks but also Phil-
adelphia water ice, boba tea,
bagels, and a rotating selec-
tion of fun surprises. Their
goal is to make Phish Phriends
a space that welcomes all ages
and tastes. Lisa added that if
a customer doesn’t see some-

BOOK A CALL TODAY
WITH TERI FRYKENBERG

@ www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com

WHAT IS IT?

Palmer has received funding in a settlement between Massachusetts
and pharmaceutical companies, placing them at blame for the current
opioid crisis.

Now we must decide how to best use the money to support our
community, and we want to hear from YOU!

COME JOIN US TO DISCUSS THE NEXT STEPS
IN THE PROCESS AS WE TALK ABOUT:

e Creating a Community Survey

e How to Support Those With Substance Use
e Preventative Measures

o After Care

WHEN & WHERE

The Second Wednesday
of Every Month

3:00pm-4:30pm

at The Palmer Public Library

For any questions reach out to:
(413)283-2606 or ngauthier@townofpalmer.com

thing they’re looking for,
they’re open to feedback and
willing to customize. “We’re
here to reflect the people who
come in,” she said.

The location, just steps
away from local soccer fields
and a popular dog park, adds
to the shop’s growing popu-
larity. “We love seeing people
walk over after games,” Lisa
said. “And we absolutely love
when they bring their dogs...
we’ve got treats ready.” The
relaxed, music-filled space
already feels like a neighbor-
hood staple, with customers
popping in to chat, sip coffee,
and enjoy the creative, Phish-
themed menu.

Phish Phriends is current-

ereven,
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ly open Wednesday through
Friday from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 4
p-m., and Sunday from 8 a.m.
to 3 p.m. The shop is closed
on Mondays and Tuesdays,
though Lisa noted that hours
may shift based on customer
needs and activity at the near-
by fields. For now, the busi-
ness is a family affair. With
two of their three kids home
for the summer and helping
out behind the counter, the
Burkes are focused on getting
into a rhythm before consider-
ing hiring any additional staff.

Lisa said they’re still
learning as they go, but the
early response from the com-
munity has been overwhelm-

Gathering

sustnce use disorder
To Join Our Group!

*You will always be able to stay completely
anonymous at Palmer for Tomorrow, we will
never ask or share your name or your story.

coffee shop

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy
Owners Matthew and Lisa Burke in front of their new coffee shop Phish Phriends.

ingly positive. “We’re having
a lot of fun, and we’ve had
great support so far,” she said.
“If people have ideas or sug-
gestions, we’d love to hear
them. We hope this can be-
come a place where people
come to connect, relax, and
enjoy something that feels a
little special.”

With a blend of music,
memories, and strong coffee,
Phish Phriends is more than
just a cafe; it’s a new kind
of community space, built
on passion, creativity, and a
whole lot of heart. Just like the
band that inspired its name, it
invites people to come for the
experience, and stay for the
vibe.

DEADLINE

The Journal Register has
changed its firm deadline
for public submissions

to Mondays. To get your
submission in for that
week’s edition space
permitting, email Editor at
journalregster@turley.com
or call the office at
413-283-8393 by noon on
Mondays. We appreciate the
cooperation of our readers.

Corrections

The Journal Register will
gladly correct factual errors
that appear in this paper. Cor-
rections or clarifications will
always appear on Page 2 or 3.
To request a correction, send
information to Editor at jour-
nalregister@turley.com,  or
call 283-8393, extension 236.
Corrections may also be re-
quested in writing at: Journal
Register, Attn: Editor 24 Wa-
ter St., Palmer, MA, 01069.
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