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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Scouts 
BSA Troop 164 returned 
to Main Street on Satur-
day, June 28, for their an-
nual “Keepin’ it Clean” 
car wash fundraiser, held 
outside Capitol Cleaners 
in downtown Palmer. De-
spite the overcast skies, the 
Scouts and their supporters 
were out in full force from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m., washing cars, 
raising funds, and showcas-
ing the spirit of community 
service and leadership that 
defines their year-round 
program.

“This is an annual event 
for us,” said Jennifer Traugh, 
the Troop’s committee chair. 
“Last year we were rained 
out, so we were determined 

to make it happen this year, 
gray skies or not.” The event 
drew a steady stream of cars 
and donors throughout the 
morning and early after-
noon, with volunteers of all 
ages on hand with sponges, 
soap, and smiles.

Funds raised from the 
car wash and additional do-
nations will help offset the 
cost of upcoming outdoor 
adventures for the Scouts, 
including camping, hiking, 
and boating trips, as well 
as a week-long summer 
camp experience. “Summer 
camp is one of our biggest 
events of the year,” Traugh 
said. “It’s not only a lot of 
fun, but a huge part of our 
program’s growth and learn-
ing.”

FinCom
reviews 
year-end 
transfers, 
hints at 
changes 
ahead

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – At its June 
23 meeting, the Monson Fi-
nance Committee moved ef-
ficiently through a series of 
fiscal year-end budget trans-
fers, ensuring all departmen-
tal accounts were balanced 
before the close of FY25. Led 
by Finance Director Sher-
ri Robinson , the committee 
unanimously approved eight 
transfers totaling approxi-
mately $10,001, each aimed 
at resolving modest shortfalls 
across various departments.

The meeting, which 
opened with a swift approval 
of minutes from the May 23 
session, quickly pivoted to 
the financial housekeeping 
required to close the books 
on the current fiscal year. No 
new bills or external meet-
ing reports were discussed, 
allowing the committee to 
focus fully on the transfer re-
quests.

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – The Palmer 
Public Library recently host-
ed its lively Summer Read-
ing Kickoff Party, designed 
to encourage residents of 
all ages to dive into the joy 
of reading throughout the 
summer months. The event 
offered fun, prizes, and a 
community-focused atmo-
sphere to motivate readers, 
children especially, to keep 
their minds active during the 
school break.

The event was orga-
nized and run by Olivia 
Chartrand, Youth Advisory 
Board Director, who wel-

comed families and kids 
to sign up for the summer 
reading program. Attendees 
who signed up were treated 
to free ice cream from Ron-
deau’s Dairy Bar, one of the 
event’s popular attractions 
serving chocolate and vanil-
la ice cream with the choice 
of rainbow or chocolate 
sprinkles.

Beyond tasty treats, 
families and kids were able 
to enjoy face painting, glit-
ter art, and other creative 
activities. In addition, the 
library provided an oppor-
tunity for community mem-
bers to write letters to their 
representatives, sharing why 
the library holds an import-

ant place in their lives. This 
letter-writing station was 
staffed by some of the li-
brary’s board of trustees, 
who were on hand to help 
participants express their 
thoughts and support for the 
local library.

“We also have a chill 
area where people can re-
lax, talk, and enjoy their 
ice cream,” said Chartrand, 
“along with flyers about up-
coming programs and ways 
to get involved.”

The summer reading 
program is designed not 
only to promote reading but 
also to prevent the so-called 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The Mon-
son Select Board met on Tues-
day, June 24, to cover a wide 
range of municipal business, 
including budgetary planning, 
infrastructure developments, 
summer programs, and new 
appointments. 

Board of Health and 
Swap Shack Updates
During the public com-

ment portion of the meet-
ing, the Board of Health an-
nounced that a fall farmers 
market is being planned for 
September and will take place 
at Memorial Hall and the ga-
zebo. The idea of reopening 
the long-closed Swap Shack 
also resurfaced, with the 

board calling for communi-
ty input and volunteers to 
help support the effort. The 
board structure itself is also 
undergoing a change: a vote 
at Town Meeting reduced the 
number of Board of Health 
members from five to three. 
The board is now accepting 
applications from residents 
interested in serving. “If any-
one would like to submit an 

application,” a board member 
stated, “we’ll be looking at 
them as we receive them.”

Town Administrator’s 
Report: Budget, Assess-

ments, and Senior Services
Town Administrator Jen-

nifer Wolowicz presented up-
dates spanning multiple de-
partments and concerns. She 
noted that the Assessors Of-

fice has been actively work-
ing on permit inspections, 
with Bishop and Associates 
completing the latest round. 
Cyclical inspections and per-
sonal property assessments 
are in progress for fiscal year 
2026. Preliminary tax bills 
will be mailed starting July 
1 and will be based on half 
of the FY25 billing amounts. 
Wolowicz extended a thank 

you to Drew Pachowiak for 
his work in the department.

She also warned de-
partment heads to delay any 
non-essential spending until 
the fall, citing uncertainty in 
the state’s fiscal picture and 
potential 9C budget cuts. In 
the area of senior services, 
Wolowicz reported that fed-

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – The Palmer 
Public Library has taken an in-
novative step to address press-
ing community needs through 
its newly launched Communi-
ty Strong Wellness Initiative. 
Spearheaded by Library Di-
rector Stephanie Maher, the 
program aims to connect local 

residents with essential social 
services and create a welcom-
ing space for support and well-
ness.

Maher explains that the 
inspiration for the initiative 
arose from the library staff’s 
observation that many patrons 
came seeking help with serious 
issues, but the library’s tradi-

Troop 164 keeps it 
clean with fundraiser

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Various members from Troop 164 and volunteers are suds-
ing up the car while others scrub down the body of the car 
and the tires.

READING   ❙   page 7 TROOP 164  ❙   page 12

launches reading campaign

Select Board welcomes new officer, prepares for summer

Exotic animal encounters bring education, 
excitement to Holland Community Center

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

HOLLAND – A room 
full of excited children and 
curious adults gathered last 
Thursday, June 26, at the 
Holland Community Center 
for a rare and interactive op-
portunity: to meet, and even 
touch, a selection of rescued 
exotic animals from around 
the globe. The free event, 
hosted by the Holland Public 
Library in partnership with 
Animal Adventures, marked 
a high point in the library’s 
Summer Reading Program, 
which kicked off June 16 and 
runs through August 9.

With no registration re-
quired and no cost to attend, 
the program welcomed com-
munity members of all ages 

to experience a hands-on ed-
ucational session led by ex-
pert animal presenters. The 
animals were brought by 
Animal Adventures, a rescue 
and education center based 
in Bolton and Hubbardston, 
Massachusetts, which takes 

in surrenders and rescues 
from overpopulated facilities, 
often transforming former 
pets into “animal ambassa-
dors.”

“We want people to see 
these animals up close and 
understand their biology, be-

havior, and what it takes to 
care for them,” said present-
er Audrey Zimmerman and 
her assistant Paige Blanch-
ette, who guided the crowd 
through an engaging and hu-
morous afternoon filled with 
fur, feathers, scales, and facts.

Zimmerman introduced 
each animal with care and 
context, inviting questions 
from the audience through-
out. Most animals were avail-
able for gentle petting, with 
clear boundaries set for safe-
ty. “No pulling tails, no fin-
gers near mouths, and please 
follow our instructions,” Zim-
merman emphasized. Blanch-
ette would walk through the 
rows of the audience carefully 
holding the animals so people 
can pet the back of the crea-
tures without the undue stress 
of them being passed around. 
One animal, an elderly fennec 

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

Children feel the thick scutes on the back of Gatorade as the 
gator glares unable to do anything due to the electrical tape 
and the sturdy grip Audrey Zimmerman has.

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

Thea Smith, Stanley Jones, Library Directory Stephanie Maher, 
and DV Specialist Deb Shepard sit in the Three Rivers Community 
Room eating pizza and homemade cookies that Smith brought.

Wellness Initiative launched 
to bridge service gaps

Summer Reading kickoff

Gabriella 
Gasbarino getting 
glitter on her face 

from the glitter 
face paint person 
they hired for the 

event.
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

PHONE
413.283.8393

Fax: 413.283.7107
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Dan Flynn

dflynn@turley.com

Staff Writer
Abigail McCoy

amccoy@turley.com

Subscriptions
www.turley.com

$35 per year pre-paid
($40 out of state)

Newsstand: $1.00 per copy

WEB
www.journalregister.turley.com

        @ The Journal Register

The Journal Register is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. •  www.turley.com

Corrections
The Journal Register will glad-

ly correct factual errors that appear 
in this paper. Corrections or clarifi-
cations will always appear on Page 
2 or 3. To request a correction, send 
information to Editor at journalreg-
ister@turley.com, or call 283-8393, 
extension 236. Corrections may also 
be requested in writing at:  Journal 
Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA, 01069.

DEADLINE

The Journal Register has 
changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions 
to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that 
week’s edition space 
permitting, email Editor 
at journalregster@turley.
com or call the office at 
413-283-8393 by noon on 
Mondays. We appreciate 
the cooperation of our 
readers.

PALMER RESTAURANT
1376 Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • (413) 289-6956
Thurs. - Fri. 6 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Sat. - Sun. 6 a.m. - 1 p.m.

GrandGrand
  Opening!  Opening!
Grand
  Opening!

BREAKFAST & LUNCH

$5 OFF Minimum Spend $25
Coupon valid until July 31, 2025

lb
$139

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
7/3/25-7/9/257/3/25-7/9/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG .

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP 31/40 CT1 LB. BAG 

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SARA LEE
CLASSIC POUND CAKE 16 OZ ........$349

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$599
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ..............

$555
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROIL ................................

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$188
lb

lb
$699

$477

lb

KABOBS W/VEGGIES

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF RIBEYE
$1179

lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$249
lb

lb

$399

77¢

$185
lb

USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$499
lb

USDA INSP.

BEEF BACK RIBS ............................ lb
$299

USDA INSP. STOREMADE LEMON PEPPER MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST .....

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR OR 

HALFHALF

BEEF CHICKEN

lb
$799

lb
$699

USDA INSP. STOREMADE TERIYAKI MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS ....................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ..

Tent for Rent
The Palmer Lions Club 

is offering a 20’ x 40’ tent for 
rent, including set up 

and take down. Cost is $250. 

We also rent 8’ tables 
for $8 each. 

For details and reservation call 
Karen at (413) 813-8445.

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Monson’s 
beloved Storytime-on-the-Go 
series began its summer run 
with a powerful message of 
inspiration and community 
connection. Held at Memori-
al Hall in downtown Monson, 
currently serving as the tem-
porary home of the Monson 
Fire Department during sta-
tion renovations, the kickoff 
event featured local firefight-
er Lisa Hamill reading Head-
strong Halley, the story of the 
first female Fireguard.

Hamill, who works with 
the Monson Fire Department, 
chose the book herself after 
seeing it mentioned by the 
Department of Fire Services 
and the U.S. Forest Service 
on social media. “I actually 
saw it on a Facebook post… 
they had mentioned it,” she 
said. “So I went on Amazon 

and they had it. We do this 
every year, so I told Miss De-
nise that I’ve already got a 
book and I’m ready to go.”

The reading, which took 
place on a hot summer morn-
ing, drew families and young 
children, many of them girls, 
who Hamill hoped would be 
encouraged by the story’s 
message. “I think it’s good for 
them to see a girl in the fire 
service, to know girls can be 

firefighters,” she said. “And 
to know that firefighting’s not 
just one kind. There are peo-
ple who fight forest fires too.”

While beloved fire safe-
ty icon Smokey Bear didn’t 
make a physical appearance 
due to the heat, representa-
tives from the Massachusetts 
Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation (DCR) 
brought themed materials and 
stories to share in his place.

The event was part of the 
Monson Free Library’s Story-
time-on-the-Go series, a sum-
mer tradition that brings story 
hours directly into the com-
munity by hosting them at dif-
ferent town departments and 
local landmarks. Although 
the program is coordinated 
by the library, the events are 
held on-site at participating 
departments and businesses, 
giving families an inside look 
at the people and places that 
make Monson work.

“This is a wonderful 
tradition and a way to keep 
the community involved and 
get to know your neighbor-
hood…whether you’re new to 
town or one of our youngest 
citizens learning how things 
work,” said Denise Newland, 
Youth Services Librarian at 
the Monson Free Library. 
Now in her third summer or-
ganizing the program, New-
land noted that the series has 

been running for many years 
prior to her involvement.

Each week features a 
different local organization. 
This summer’s lineup in-
cludes the Monson Fire De-
partment, Keep Homestead 
Museum, Norcross Wildlife 
Sanctuary, the Monson Police 
Department, and the Mon-
son Highway Department. In 
past years, the program has 
also partnered with the Se-
nior Center, Post Office, local 
farms, and Westview Farms 
Creamery, offering a rotating 
cast of readers and communi-
ty hosts.

“The way it works de-
pends on the host,” Newland 
said. “Sometimes I’ll bring 
the book and read it myself, 
especially if it’s at a farm or 
nature setting. Other times, 
like today, the host chooses 
and reads the story.”

The next Storytime-on-
the-Go will be held Wednes-
day, July 2 at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Keep Homestead Museum on 
Ely Road. The event will take 
place in the museum’s barn 
area, which provides shelter 
in case of strong sun or rain. 
Families will also be invited 
to explore the museum after 
the story.

Following that, the pro-

gram heads to Norcross Wild-
life Sanctuary, where guests 
will gather in the learning 
center for the reading, fol-
lowed by an optional nature 
walk. Strollers are welcome 
on the trails, and attendees are 
encouraged to wear appropri-
ate shoes for walking.

Newland also remind-
ed families that the library’s 
summer reading program is 
now underway. “We had our 
kickoff party on June 24 and 
started handing out our sum-
mer reading logs,” she said. 
“We have reading logs avail-
able for all ages, from birth 
through adults, to help keep 
everyone motivated through-
out the summer.”

All Storytime-on-the-Go 
events are free and open to 
the public with no registra-
tion required. “Just try to be 
on time,” Newland added, 
“so we can be mindful of our 
hosts’ schedules.”

With heartfelt storytell-
ing, behind-the-scenes access 
to local organizations, and the 
support of the Monson Free 
Library, this year’s Storytime-
on-the-Go is already shaping 
up to be a memorable part of 
the summer for children and 
parents alike.

Story time ‘rescued’ by fire department

LOKI AND MOXIE
Loki, 12 yrs and Moxie 11 months, from Monson, are 

ready for treats after a walk.
We feature your pets here. Is your fur friend a dog, cat, 

chicken, lizard, horse, bird, mouse…you get the point. Is 
there a pet you’re fostering and trying to re-home? All pets 
are welcome! Email a high-resolution jpg of your pet with a 
little information to journalregister@turley.com. 

of theof the

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Firefighter Lisa Hamill reading the first pages of Headstrong 
Halley to a group of engaged and excited kids.

Denise Newland, Youth Services Librarian at the Monson Free 
Library, introduces Lisa Hamill, the female firefighter who will 
be reading to the kids.

MONSON—Plan to visit 
to the Keep Homestead Mu-
seum on July 6 from 1 to 3:30 
p.m. for the Ice Cream So-
cial.  Come and enjoy making 
a sundae with Rondeau’s ice 
cream and various toppings.

While enjoying your 
sundae creation, enjoy the 
musical entertainment fea-
turing FROZEN RED – Rose 
Higgins, Fred Higgins, Finlay 
Higgins (guitar) and Camille 
Collins Lovell (fiddle).  They 
will be playing traditional 

folk music.
Then tour the museum 

to view new exhibits.  Plan 
to visit the gift shop where 
handmade note cards featur-
ing buttons are for sale. 

All are welcome to this 
FREE event though donations 
are welcome.  A fun way to 
end your Independence Day 
celebration.

Ice Cream Social at 
Keep on July 6
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Lost Sock Laundry
& Dry Cleaning

111 Main Street, Monson
(In the Adams Plaza) 

413-893-9329

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  
7 a.m. - 8 p.m.

• Drop-Off 
 & Pick-Up 

Service

• Clean,
 Safe,
 Comfortable

• Sewing & 
 Alterations

• Coin-op 
 Machines

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, 

HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

Computer 
Security Class

• Basic Computer Use — 
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

Next Computer Security Class
July 30 - Call for Details!

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Lemonade 
stands popped up all across 
Palmer’s villages on Satur-
day, June 28, as young en-
trepreneurs took part in the 
town’s second annual Lem-
onade Day. The local event, 
part of a national initiative, 
teaches children business 
and financial literacy skills 
through the planning, setup, 
and operation of their very 
own lemonade stands.

What began last year 
with just five stands has more 
than doubled, with 10 stands 
officially participating in 
2025. Hosted at local fire and 
police stations, restaurants, 
and area businesses, the event 
was a vibrant display of youth 
creativity, teamwork, and en-
trepreneurial spirit.

The expansion is the re-
sult of dedicated work from 
organizer Julia Taylor, who 
brought Lemonade Day to 
Palmer in 2023 after helping 
facilitate the program in her 
hometown of Nome, Alas-
ka. “When I moved here and 
found out no one was running 
Lemonade Day, I reached out 
to the town. They were im-
mediately supportive,” said 
Taylor. “It’s grown faster than 
I expected, and that’s a good 
thing.”

In the weeks leading up 
to the big day, participating 
youth attended financial liter-
acy workshops hosted at the 
Palmer Public Library, spear-
headed by Youth Librarian 
Olivia Chartrand and support-
ed by community partners.

Christina Hazzard, a 
representative from Coun-
try Bank, taught the “Save, 

Spend, Share” method of 
money management. “We 
talked about how to divide the 
money they earn…some for 
savings, some for immediate 
spending, and some to donate 
to a cause they care about,” 
said Hazzard. Each child re-
ceived a three-slot money box 
to help apply the model in 
real time after the event.

Will from J. Stolar In-
surance led a session on the 
business side: budgeting for 
expenses like cups, lemonade 
mix, ice, and decorations; set-
ting realistic prices; and pro-
moting their stands. The chil-
dren also learned how to find 
business partners and choose 
their stand locations.

“I think it’s so import-
ant for kids to learn that they 
won’t just walk away with a 
profit,” Taylor noted. “They 
have to understand the costs 
that go into running a busi-
ness.”

Crystal Rondeau, co-
ordinator of the Palmer Do-
mestic Violence Task Force, 
joined the team again this 
year, helping supervise the fi-
nal stages of stand decoration 
and preparation. Volunteers, 

including building coordina-
tor Pam Prouty, worked tire-
lessly to assemble the wooden 
booths, many of which had to 
be rebuilt after severe weather 
disrupted early efforts.

At a final prep night at 
the library, kids gathered to 
paint and personalize their 
stands. “We laid down tarps, 
organized paint stations, and 
reminded everyone to walk 
carefully,” said Olivia Char-
trand. “It was a little chaotic, 
but it was fun.”

Firefighters delivered 
the completed booths to their 
locations throughout Palm-
er, and various departments, 
including the Palmer Police 
Department, hosted lemonade 
stands at their buildings. Even 
Lemmy the Lemonade Day 
mascot and Country Bank’s 
mascot Buck the Dog made 
appearances, greeting partic-
ipants and posing for photos 
between 12 and 3 p.m.

Taylor emphasized that 
Lemonade Day is more than 
just a one-time event. “We’re 
working on a blueprint,” she 
said. “Something we can 
hand off so this program is 
sustainable long-term, even if 

returns to with surge
in youth entrepreneursLemonade Day

launch similar efforts. Taylor 
hopes the curriculum being 
developed locally can be used 
throughout Massachusetts.

“It’s about more than 
money,” she said. “This pro-
gram builds community, 
strengthens family bonds, 
and gives kids something to 
be proud of. Watching a child 
light up when a fire truck 
stops by their stand…that’s 
everything.”

Plans are already in mo-
tion for more youth program-
ming. Taylor confirmed that 
the first-ever Palmer Youth 
Business Fair is set to debut 
this coming winter, expand-
ing the opportunity for young 
people to explore entrepre-
neurship in new ways.

As Taylor put it in a 
statement following the 
event: “We are all hopeful this 
Lemonade Day will come to a 
successful fruition after all of 
the youth and their families’ 
hard work. And for everyone 
on the volunteering side that 
has worked so hard togeth-
er for this event too, it’s just 
beautiful.”

Whether sipping lem-
onade or watching the next 
generation learn how to run 
a business, one thing was 
clear in Palmer this weekend: 
community spirit is alive and 
thriving.

Look for more on this 
great event in next week’s 
edition.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Raven Paydos and Renee Forgues work on their floral and stitch themed lemonade stand.

A poster board filled with information on Lemonade Day and 
a place to join a raffle in order to get a crocheted Lemmy 
Keychain.

leadership changes.”
As one of just two Lem-

onade Day programs in the 

Northeast this year, Palmer 
is quickly becoming a mod-
el for other towns looking to 

Youth Advisory Board Members Tristan Ganieany, Director 
Olivia Chartrand, and Lily Petier work on their lemonade stand.

Each child participating in Lemonade Day received one of 
these bags, it was filled with the lit of where the lemonade 
stands will be, a three-part savings box and some various 
goodies from Country Bank.
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Letters to the 
editor policy
Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, 
and guest columns between 
500-800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require that the 
person submitting the opinion 
also include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone 
number. We must confirm au-
thorship prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or with-
hold any submissions deemed 
to be libelous, unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal attacks, or 
defamation of character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com
The submission deadline for
consideration is Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up to 
250 words from local residents endorsing 
candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to journalregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes (it 
will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will 
be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be 
printed. If the volume of letters received is 
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a rep-
resentative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about con-
tested races for Congress, state Senate, 
state House, district attorney and Governor’s 
Council during the weeks leading up to the 
election, as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases 
will be printed, nor will reporters cover polit-
ical rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may 
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about 
paid advertising in The Journal Register.

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Dan Flynn
dflynn@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The
Journal Register

@ Journal Register

WEB
www.journalregister.turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

The Journal Register (USPS 418-940) 
is published every Thursday by Turley 

Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 
01069. Telephone (413) 283-8393,  

Fax  (413) 289-1977. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes

to The Journal Register,
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
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Viewpoints

Right now, many of our 
favorite “cottage-garden” 
flowers are beginning to put 
on a summer show.  

Most of these fall into 
the category of plants known 
as biennials. From the tower-
ing pastel spikes of the be-
loved hollyhock, to the 
tattered, clove-scent-
ed sweet William 
and the mysterious 
and dangerous fox-
glove, each share the 
same life cycle. 

Unfortunately, 
however, here is where 
lots of gardeners get con-
fused. So then, what exactly 
are biennials? Do they bloom 
every other year or just during 
the second growing season?  
Is a “short-lived perennial” 
the same as a biennial?  

Let’s take a closer look.
Merriam-Webster de-

fines biennial as “continu-
ing or lasting for two years; 
specifically:  growing vege-
tatively during the first year 
and fruiting and dying during 
the second.” In other words, 
if you started a hollyhock 
plant from seed in the spring 
expect it to put on a lot of 
green growth this season.  

Next spring (year two) 
the plant will send up a flow-
er stalk. The flowers will 
eventually die and seeds will 
form and drop from the plant. 

Usually, the mother plant 
will not return for a third sea-
son. If all goes as Nature in-
tended though, a percentage 
of her seeds will germinate 
the following spring, starting 
the two year process to flower 
all over again. 

I encourage gardeners to 

have fresh green plants grow-
ing alongside blooming bien-
nials – that way they will end 
up with flowers every year, at 
least hypothetically. Keep in 

mind that self-sown seedlings 
are not without work.  

Oftentimes they come 
up too close to one another 
and must be thinned. Or they 
germinate in an inappropriate 
spot and likewise need to be 
moved. You can try to ma-
nipulate the outcome of your 
“volunteers” somewhat.  

For notorious self-sow-
ing biennials like rampion, 
rose campion, and foxglove, 
deadhead all but a few seed 
pods. You will reduce the 
population and there won’t 
be as many to thin out.  

You can also watch the 
seed pods carefully, and when 
they are ripe sprinkle them 
where you want them to come 
up- this works especially well 
for hollyhock and sweet Wil-
liam – both of which I’d call 
reluctant self-sowers. Work I 
know, but still far easier than 
setting up the grow lights and 
heat cables and starting your 
seedlings indoors!  

Remember to give your 
little volunteers lots of TLC 
in the way of food (a top 

dressing of compost and a 
sprinkling of organic fer-
tilizer) and water (a drink 
during droughty periods) if 
you want them to compare to 
their parents.  

Speaking of parents, 
what happens when the old-

er plant survives into year 
three? This happens 
to me periodically, 

especially with hol-
lyhock, foxglove 
and sweet William. 

Certainly not every 
plant in the clump comes 
back, but perhaps one out 

of three do.  
Sometimes they look 

okay, while other times the 
crown is woody or the flow-
ers aren’t quite as tall.  Often-
times diseases can take their 
toll. Be your own judge here- 
if you want to gamble, leave 
the plants in place.  

Presently I am doing just 
that with an amazing stand 
of hollyhocks that bloomed 
ever so beautifully near my 
lamppost last summer. So 
far, so good. But, to be on the 
safe side, I do have a couple 
of self sowers waiting in the 
wings for next year, since 
a third year of blooming is 
highly unlikely.  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

What are biennials exactly?

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
When will the funds 

stolen from the SS Fund be 
replaced? 

They used Social Secu-
rity when the government 
ran out of money and used 
it for illegals. I think the 
funds should be replaced 
except for legitimate pay-
ments to Social Security 
recipients. This money was 
never meant to be used by 
the federal government to 
pay their bills. 

Signed: 
Concerned Senior 

 
Dear Concerned Senior: 

I must tell you that 
no funds have ever been 
“stolen” from the Social 
Security Administration 
despite the persistent myth. 
All money received by SS 
from payroll taxes, interest 
on investments and income 
tax on SS benefits is – and 
always has been - immedi-
ately converted to special 
issue government bonds 
(investments), which are 
held in the Social Security 
Trust Funds and which pay 
interest at the current feder-
al bond rate. 

Those bond invest-
ments held in reserve have 
been and are used only to 
pay benefits to those who 
have earned them by con-
tributing to Social Securi-
ty via payroll taxes for at 
least 10 years (40 quarters). 
Only U.S. citizens and le-
gal residents can get Social 
Security benefits. Illegal 
aliens cannot receive Social 
Security benefits.   

For information, re-
payment of the special 
issue bonds held in SS re-
serves occurs every day, 
because incoming revenue 
has been insufficient to pay 
all Social Security benefit 
costs for several years now, 
which means that the bonds 
must be redeemed regular-
ly so that full benefits can 

be paid to all SS recipients, 
who have earned them. 
There were about $2.8 tril-
lion in SS reserves as of the 
end of 2023, but that bal-
ance is steadily decreasing 
due to being redeemed to 
pay full benefits. As of the 
last report by the Trustees 
of Social Security, the re-
serves will be depleted in 
about 2033, unless Con-
gress passes reform legis-
lation to restore SS to full 
solvency.   

FYI, the Association 
of Mature American Cit-
izens is working hard to 
prevent depletion of the 
Trust Fund, suggesting to 
Congress a way to reform 
the program so future gen-
erations can fully benefit 
from it, with AMAC’s So-
cial Security Guarantee 
proposal. AMAC is con-
stantly working to prevent 
depletion of the SS Trust 
Funds, which would result 
in an across the board cut in 
everyone’s benefit by about 
23%. AMAC works every 
day in Washington D.C. to 
ensure Social Security is 
here for many generations. 

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administra-
tion or any other govern-
mental entity. This article 
is intended for information 
purposes and does not rep-
resent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association 
Mature Citizens Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National 
Social Security Associa-
tion  To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

When will funds stolen 
from Social Security be 
replaced?

To the Editor
 

Eureka! Monson is 
scheduled to receive a slice of 
the Commonwealth’s updat-
ed Surtax, also known as the 
Millionaires’ tax, if it survives 
the Governor’s pen.  Mon-
son’s allocation is $75,000, 
and it appears on line #581 
of the “corrected “version of 
the 59-page legislative doc-
ument. Legislatively linked 
East Longmeadow’s award is 
$150,000 for bleachers, while 
in a clear indication of its 
need, Monson will utilize its 
funds for general educational 
expenses.

A message of apprecia-
tion is extended to our Leg-
islative delegation for their 
critical lobbying on behalf 
of communities desperate for 
additional revenue. Now, we 
just need to keep the gravy 
train rolling. Investigating 
new external funding sources 
and options would be a good 
place to start.

The same state legisla-
tion that advanced access to 
Surtax discretionary funds 
includes other opportunities 
worth pursuing. One subsec-

tion references $35 million 
for school systems to ex-
pand career education. Prior-
ity awards will be granted to 
communities who “are taking 
meaningful steps to produce 
new housing.”  Given Mon-
son’s membership in the pro-
gressive Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Technical District 
and the town’s plan to convert 
portions of the abandoned 
Monson Developmental Cen-
ter into new housing, the town 
is well-positioned to inves-
tigate the feasibility of such 
funding.

Fully aware that Monson 
is not the only rural commu-
nity chasing dollars, failing to 
pursue new avenues assures 
little relief. Strengthening 
the career education curric-
ulum might also expand any 
“school choice “marketing 
strategies. To share a non-tra-
ditional analogy, consider 
Suzanne Collins’s “Hunger 
Games,” where in order to 
survive, competitors must 
outmaneuver others.

 
Dr. Michael F. Fitzpatrick

Monson

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Last week on a 
trip to Rhode 
Island with 

my brother and 
cousin, we saw two 
osprey when we 
stopped by Point Ju-
dith Lighthouse. 

We watched 
them as they flew 
over the ocean and hovered 
as they looked for fish. One 
got ready to dive as it tucked 
in its wings, but then stopped 
and flew to another spot to 
hover. 

The osprey, also known 
as the fish hawk, eats a diet 
of live fish, has the ability to 
hover and dives into the water 
to catch them. They are often 
seen soaring over shorelines. 

Ospreys are brown birds 
with a white head and a 
brown stripe through its eye. 
Underparts are grayish. They 
are over 24 inches long and 
have a wingspan of 71 inch-
es. They are the only raptor 
whose outer toe is reversible, 
allowing it to grasp its prey 
with two toes in front and two 
behind. 

Ospreys are very suc-
cessful in catching fish. Ac-
cording to a study at least one 
out of every four dives results 
in catching fish. The average 
time ospreys spend hunting 
before making a catch was 
about 12 minutes. 

Ospreys often build 
large stick nests on manmade 
structures such as telephone 
poles, channel markers, and 
nest platforms designed for 
their use. Their eggs do not 
hatch all at once with the first 
chick emerging about five 
days before the last one. The 
oldest chick dominates the 
younger ones. When food is 
scarce, the younger chicks 
may starve to death.

A Brimfield resident, 
who likes to visit inland 
ponds, often watches osprey 
nesting. Ospreys migrate and 
this resident reports their re-
turn in the spring. An osprey, 
equipped with a tracking de-
vice, flew 2,700 miles from 
Martha’s Vineyard, Massa-
chusetts to French Guiana 
South America during 13 
days in 2008.

Other seashore birds
In addition, to the osprey 

we saw cormorants, seagulls, 
bank swallows, grackles and 
even a redwing blackbird 
whose epaulets were bright 
red. There were new bench-

es installed along 
the cliff bank. 
When we stopped 
there last year, the 
benches were in 
poor condition.

Birds in Sut-
ton

My brother 
lives in Sutton. 

He sets out grape jelly and 
a hummingbird feeder. The 
Baltimore orioles, catbirds, 
red bellied woodpeckers and 
even house finches come for 
the jelly. The ruby throated 
hummingbirds come for the 
sugar water. 

Mass Audubon Society 
sightings

The Massachusetts 
Audubon Society reports sev-
eral unusual bird sightings. 
They included swallow-tailed 
kites in Mashpee, a Mis-
sissippi kite in Harwich, a 
Franklin’s gull and two royal 
terns in Provincetown, a con-
tinuing prothonotary warbler 
in Concord, a Wilson’s phal-
arope at Belle Marsh Reser-
vation in Boston and a Brew-
ster’s warbler in Amherst.

Berkshire County sight-
ing were a worm-eating war-
bler on Mt. Washington Road 
in Egremont, a least bittern in 
the Post Farm Marsh in Le-
nox, an Acadian flycatcher 

in my

By Ellenor Downer
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Calendar of Events
E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

Send Us Your Photos!
journalregister@turley.com

Climatologists are tell-
ing us that the cen-
tral and eastern U.S. 

states are in for a long, hot 
and smoky summer because 
of raging wildfires in Cana-
da, mainly in Manitoba, Sas-
katchewan and Ontario prov-
inces.

 “We can anticipate that 
these major smoke-emitting 
fires will continue to burn for 
an extended period,” says Jeff 
Masters of Yale Climate Con-
nections. “Furthermore, the 
long-range fire forecast calls 
for above-average fire risk 
over much of the forested ar-
eas of western Canada and the 
Western U.S. this summer, 
and we should anticipate fre-
quent bouts of poor air quali-
ty from wildfire smoke across 
much of North America.”

 It’s become a rite of 
spring. Massachusetts had al-
ready seen some smoky skies 
owing to wildfires in New Jer-
sey. Now, forecasters are say-
ing that the air quality index 
is likely to be quite unhealthy 
as smoke wafts in from up 
north.

 In its 2025 State of the 
Air report, the American 
Lung Association estimates 
that 156 million Americans – 
nearly half of us – live where 
there are unhealthy levels of 
particle pollution (which in-
cludes smoke) and ozone.

 According to the report, 
“Extreme heat, drought and 
wildfires are contributing to 
worsening levels of air pol-
lution across much of the 
U.S., exposing a growing pro-
portion of the population to 
ozone and particle pollution 
that put their health at risk.”

 Here are four things to 
know about summer smoke 
and how to protect yourself.

 
Wildfire smoke is danger-

ous to our health.
 Wildfire smoke contains 

a menacing stew of gases and 
fine particles, some of which 
are so small they can pene-
trate the respiratory system, 
worsening symptoms of asth-
ma, heart disease and various 
lung ailments.

 It’s the fine particulate 
matter (known as PM2.5) that 
is most concerning because 
these particles are so tiny, 
about 1/20th the width of a 
human hair, they can enter 
the bloodstream and lungs. A 
study in 2024 by a group  of 
university researchers found 
that exposure to PM2.5 was 
associated with increases in 
deaths from heart disease, 
chronic kidney disease, dia-
betes and other conditions.

 
Pay attention to AQI.
 The Air Quality Index 

(AQI)  tells you how clean or 
polluted your air is and what 
the associated health effects 
may be. It ranges from green 
(0 to 50), safe for everyone, to 
dark red (301 to 500), which 
is unsafe for everyone.

An AQI over 150 is con-
sidered unhealthy for the gen-

eral population. AQI over 101 
can be unhealthy for sensitive 
groups and some with asth-
ma and other conditions may 
feel unhealthy when the AQI 
is below 150. Children are 
particularly vulnerable to the 
effects of poor air quality due 
to their developing lungs and 
high activity levels.

 The AQI in Western 
Massachusetts ranges from 
good to moderate, but it has 
been steadily increasing. Al-
ways check the AQI before 
heading outdoors, especially 
if there’s smoke in the air.

 
Masks help.

The masks we wear 
to stave off the COVID vi-
rus also work against the 
fine particulates in wildfire 
smoke. An N95 mask blocks 
95% of PM2.5, and an N90 
blocks 90%. Other common 
masks, like KN95 and FFP2, 
are equivalent to the N95 
standard. Even a disposable 
surgical mask is better than 
nothing.

A mask should seal 
around your nose and mouth, 
while still leaving room for 
breathing. With another sum-
mer spike in COVID expect-
ed, make sure you have masks 
on hand in adult and kid sizes.

 
Don’t let your indoor envi-

ronment make it worse.
While you’re staying 

indoors as much as possible 
during periods of high smoke 
concentration, make your in-
door environment safe, too.

Close doors and win-
dows. Use your air condi-
tioning and make sure it’s set 
to recirculate indoor air, not 
draw from outside.

You can also get inexpen-
sive portable air cleaners with 
HEPA filters, or upgrade the 
filter in your HVAC system 
to MERV 13, which filters al-
lergens and mold in addition 
to particles. There are higher 
MERV ratings, but they’re 
generally not recommended 
for residential use.

Avoid activities that 
worsen indoor air quali-
ty, such as smoking, using 
wood-burning stoves or burn-
ing candles.

 Last year, Canadian 
wildfires persisted until No-
vember, so we have a long 
way to go. Keep yourself and 
your loved ones out of harm’s 
way by keeping an eye on the 
AQI, staying inside when it’s 
unhealthy, and keeping masks 
in your home and car.

Teri(Dreher) Frykenberg, 
is a registered nurse and board 
certified patient advocate and 
founder of www.NurseAdvo-
cateEntrepreneur.com, which 
trains medical professionals 
to become successful private 
patient advocates.  Teri offers 
a free phone consultation to 
Turley Newspaper readers as 
well as to nurses interested in 
becoming advocates.   Reach 
her at Teri@NurseAdvoca-
teEntrepreneur.com

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

HIGH SCHOOL CLASS REUNIONHIGH SCHOOL CLASS REUNION
For The Ten Graduating Classes OfFor The Ten Graduating Classes Of
1960 • 1961 • 1962 • 1963 • 19641960 • 1961 • 1962 • 1963 • 1964
1965 • 1966 • 1967 • 1968 • 19691965 • 1966 • 1967 • 1968 • 1969

SATURDAYSATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 6THSEPTEMBER 6TH
Guests Arrival Time 4 pmGuests Arrival Time 4 pm

To Be Held AtTo Be Held At

CocktailsCocktails
Dinner &Dinner &
DancingDancing

All Who Are Interested In AttendingAll Who Are Interested In Attending
Please Contact EitherPlease Contact Either

Jeri Vadnais: 413-427-4977Jeri Vadnais: 413-427-4977
Karin (Lemon) Curylo: 413-426-8694Karin (Lemon) Curylo: 413-426-8694

262 Lower Road262 Lower Road
Gilbertville, MAGilbertville, MA

Nurses: Take Control of Your
Career & Make a Difference!
✔ Become a Private Patient Advocate

✔ High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule

✔ Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance

✔ Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

book a call today 
WITH Teri Frykenberg

www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds

Pressure Washing
Water Proofing

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY

Smoke Gets in Your Eyes

at the Jug End Reservation in 
Egremont and six red cross-
bills at the summit of Mt. 
Greylock in Adams.

In Franklin County, there 
were four sandhill cranes on 
Plainfield Road in Ashfield 
and two hooded warblers on 
Falls Road in Sunderland.

Hampshire County high-
lights were a Brewster’s war-
bler on the Narwottuck Rail 
Trail in Amherst and a least 
bittern near Station Road on 
the Narwottuck Rail Trail also 
in Amherst, three purple mar-
tins and four blue grosbeaks 
in the Honey Pot on Moody 
Bridge Road in Hadley and 
a common goldeneye on the 

Quabbin Reservoir off the 
Windsor Dam in Belchertown.

Hampden County nota-
bles were two upland sand-
pipers on the Perimeter Road 
in Ludlow and two blue gros-
beaks at the Southwick Wild-
life Management Area in 
Southwick. Worcester County 
had an Acadian flycatcher near 
the Uxbridge Rice City Pond 
in Uxbridge and five evening 
grosbeaks at a private resi-
dence in Royalston.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 
448, Barre, MA 01005.

The Journal Register 
encourages readers to con-
tact event coordinators and 
organizers for updated event 
times. Have an event to pro-
mote? Email the information 
(in sentence form and as a 
Word doc or plain email text 
– no PDFs or flyers, please 
– to journalregister@turley.
com.

UPCOMING
WING MEMORIAL

HOSPITAL
AUXILLIARY SHOP
40 Wright St., Palmer

JULY VENDOR SALES
July 8 K and H Jewelry

July 14 
Generations of Cookies

July 15 Wicked Good Treats
July 16 How Charming

AUGUST VENDOR 
SALES

August 5 K and H Jewelry
August 7 Sweets and Treats

August 12 
Wicked Good Treats

August 18 
Generations of Cookes

August 19 
Hobbit Hollow Herbs

August 20 How Charming

JULY 27
11 a.m. to 12, Barre 

class at Brimfield Winery by 
Rebecca Lehman - reserve on 
facebook- brimfield winery/
events. 

JULY 17
Guided Wine & French 

Macaron Pairing Experience 
at Brimfield Winery 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m. Tickets online:https://
brimfieldwineandmacaron.

eventbrite.com/ 

JULY 19
10 to 4 p.m. PAWS 4 

BLUE K-9 3rd ANNUAL 
FUNDRAISER & CRAFT 
FAIR

July 26 
4 p.m. - St. Christopher’s 

Chicken BBQ at Old Home 
Day- Brimfield Winery 35 
Main St Brimfield. Ticket 
info at St.Christopher’s 413-
245-7274 or online brim-
fieldwinery.com/events 

JULY 31
Southern Rain plays at 

Western Brim, Brimfield 
Winery 35, main street, 
Brimfield 

ONGOING
C R A F T E R N O O N S : 

Drop in 2 to 4 p.m. daily at 
the Holland Public Library, 
23 Sturbridge Road to learn 
or practice different crafts. 
There are new crafts every 
Wednesday. For more infor-
mation, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD 
MUSEUM: Located at 35 
Ely Rd., Monson, nature 
trails are open daily until 
dusk for hiking, snowshoe-
ing and cross-country skiing. 
Trail maps can be found in 
the parking lot. The Phillips 
Sculpture Garden is open 
year-round (handouts in box 
on one of the signposts). 
For more information call 
413-267-4137, email khm@
keephomesteadmuseum.org 
or visit keephomesteadmuse-
um.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY 
QUILTERS GUILD: Mem-
bers meet at 1 p.m. on the 
first and third Thursdays of 
the month in the Amvets post 
at 2150 Main St., Three Riv-
ers. The Guild is a no-pres-
sure group with varying de-
grees of accomplishments, 
from novice to Big E “Best In 
Show” winners. Dues are $55 
a year. For more information, 
contact Barbara Beaulieu at 
267-4044 or Merry Mom-
bourquette at 283-7577. Fol-
low them on Facebook for 
more.

LINE DANCING 
CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 
6:30-8:30 p.m., every Thurs-
day at the Monson Polish 
Club, 7 Bliss St, Monson. 
Rose’s line dancing classes 
include absolute beginners 
and beginners, and partic-
ipants get to dance to all 
types of music. $10 per class. 
Please wear comfortable 
footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 
p.m. the second Tuesday of 
every month at Top Floor 
Learning (third floor of the 
Palmer Library at 1455 N. 
Main St.). Free and open to 
the public. Play available 
board and card games or 
bring your own. Must be 16 
or older unless accompanied 
by an adult. No Registration 
Required – just show up! 
Questions? Call 283-2329, 
or 283-3691, or email palew-
is19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR 
CENTER OPEN FOR WIN-
TER SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Thursday-Monday. The 
center is located on Rt 116, 

at the center of the Holyoke 
Range State Park. DCR In-
terpretive staff will be avail-
able for visitors. Coming in 
January, programs will also 
be offered to highlight the 
Range’s special nature in 
winter, see the park web site 
for details. 

QI GONG:  Qi Gong at 
Monson Free Library with 
Randy Emerson. Every Tues-
day from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. 

THURSDAYS - WEST-
ERN BRIM LINE DANCE 
CLASSES 6:30 - 7:30 & 
7:30 -8:30; $10 for one les-
son or both! location: Brim-
field Winery 35 Main Street. 
Brimfield, MA Check brim-
fieldwinery.com for any vari-
ations. (no classes July 10) 

FRIDAY NIGHT CAR 
CRUISES with Bruce Mar-
shall 4:00 pm - 9 PM, come 
check out the amazing car 
collection. Brimfield Winery 
35 main st. Brimfield, MA 

WALES CHURCH 
FARMER’S MARKET - Lo-
cated in the church pavilion 
across from the post office 
on the corner of Route 19 
and Monson Road. Every 
Saturday morning from 9 
a.m to noon. It will begin on 
Memorial Day weekend and 
run throughout the summer 
until Labor Day. We offer 
homemade baked goods, lo-
cal honey, crafts, flea market 
items, antiques, and fruits 
and vegetables when in sea-
son. Vendors welcome and 
there is no charge to set up a 
table.

BACKYARD  ❙  from page 4
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By Dr. Steven Angelo,
Chief Medical Officer, Unit-
edHealthcare, Medicare and 
Retirement of Massachusetts

 
Experts are forecasting 

that 2025, especially this 
summer, will be particularly 
hot, which may pose height-
ened health risks for older 
adults, according to a Uni-
versity of Southern California 
study.1 Seniors may be more 
susceptible to heat-related 
illnesses like heat stroke as 
well as complications from 
chronic conditions like dia-
betes and high blood pressure 
that are worsened by extreme 
heat.

 
How older adults

can stay cool
Plan ahead – Follow lo-

cal weather reports to ensure 
you have enough food, pre-
scription medications and 
other home “staples” to get 
through a heat wave.

Stay hydrated – Drink 
plenty of water, even if you 
are not thirsty. Limit caffein-
ated and alcoholic beverages. 
Drinks with electrolytes are 
also all right.

Use cooling strategies – 
Take cool showers, use fans, 
or place damp washcloths on 
your neck and wrists to help 
lower your body temperature.

Limit physical activities 
outdoors (particularly be-
tween 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.) – If 
you must go out:

- Wear lightweight and 
light-colored clothing, sun-
glasses and brimmed hats;

- Apply sunscreen with 
an SPF of 30 or higher;

- Bring water; and
- Take frequent breaks in 

the shade or air-conditioned 
spaces.

Certain medications may 
make dehydration or sunburn 
more likely. So, whether you 
are staying inside or heading 
outside, check with your care 
provider to make sure you are 
taking the proper precautions.

Older adults and their 
caregivers can work together 
to summer-proof their homes. 
Keep shades down when the 
sun is most intense. Strategi-
cally place fans, particularly 
in doorways between rooms 
or in front of window air con-
ditioning units to better cir-
culate air. Install ceiling fans, 
including temporary ones that 
can be placed in light bulb 
sockets.

 
How caregivers can help 

support older adults
Check in – Be alert to 

signs of heat-related illness 
like confusion, weakness, 
flushed skin, dizziness, or ex-
cessive sweating. Seek medi-
cal attention if your loved one 
is experiencing symptoms of 
heat stroke, such as hot, dry 
skin, a rapid pulse, confusion 
or unconsciousness.

Help with activities so 
older adults can limit time 

outside – Volunteer to run er-
rands, including picking up 
prescriptions and food shop-
ping.

Find out about communi-
ty services

- “Cooling stations” or 
other public places, like li-
braries and community cen-
ters where older adults can 
go;

- Proactive check-in pro-
grams or telephonic “heat ad-
visory” alerts;

- Local news station ad-
visories; and 

- “Summer safety” pro-
grams at local community 
centers, municipal halls or lo-
cal hospitals for older adults 
and their caregivers to learn 
more about staying healthy 
and safe.

Helping older adults 
during the summer months, 
especially during heat waves, 
requires some planning; 
awareness of the health, the 
home and the daily needs of 
our loved ones; and what sup-
port is available in their lo-
cal communities. With some 
effort, older adults may stay 
safe while enjoying the fun 
things about summer.  

This information is for 
educational purposes only 
and is not a substitute for the 
advice of a doctor. Consult 
your doctor prior to making 
changes to your lifestyle or 
health care routine.

Baystate Wing 
Hospital one of ten 
hospitals chosen

 
PALMER – Baystate 

Wing Hospital (BWH) was 
chosen as one of ten Massa-
chusetts hospitals to partic-
ipate in a statewide Healthy 
Work Environment (HWE) 
Academy, launched by Mas-
sachusetts Health & Hospi-
tal Association (MHA). This 
initiative will empower nurs-
ing teams to lead sustainable 
improvements in workplace 
culture, nurse retention, and 
patient outcomes.

 The HWE Academy is 
part of a broader initiative to 
make the commonwealth a 
leader in healthy and innova-

tive work environments for 
nurses and care teams. Every 
hospital has committed to 
adopting one evidence-based 
program to support frontline 
professionals, with the Acad-
emy serving as one opportu-
nity for participation.

Baystate Wing Hospital 
will work with the American 
Association of Critical-Care 
Nurses (AACN) and partici-
pate in its Clinical Scene In-
vestigator (CSI) Academy’s 
Nursing Workforce Solutions 
program. The AACN program 
is a nationally recognized ini-
tiative that places frontline 
nurses at the center of work-
place problem-solving.  Nurs-
ing Workforce Solutions is an 
intensive 18-month process 
led by AACN. Nursing lead-
ers at Baystate Wing Hospital 
will identify a nursing team 
from one unit to address a 
specific on-the-job challenge 
that is hindering their abili-
ty to work at their best. The 
team will design, implement, 
and sustain projects to ad-
dress that challenge. They 
will have access to education-
al sessions and expert mento-
ring throughout their journey, 
and will be offered “train the 
trainer” resources to help 
scale their projects to other 
units in the hospital.

“We’re thrilled to have 
been chosen as a cohort for 
the Healthy Work Environ-
ment (HWE) Academy. Bay-
state Wing Hospital nurses 
are the heartbeat of our hos-
pital. They are highly-skilled, 
compassionate, and deliv-
er the highest standard of 
care to our patients and their 
families. Being part of this 
initiative will strengthen our 
commitment to a healthy and 
innovative workplace,” said 
Karli Barrett, MS, RN, NE-
BC, president & Chief Oper-
ating Officer, Baystate Wing 
Hospital.

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

MATTRESS SALE!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1499.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$299.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$1099.99

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1099.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

WE INSTALL TV’S, MICROWAVES AND DISHWASHERS!

GRILL
SALE

INSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

BIKE SALE!A/C SALE!
WE REPAIR BIKES!

WE SELL E-BIKES!
($1200 Rebate Available - See Salesperson!)

HYBRID WATER
HEATERS

$750 Rebate - Details In-Store

JULY 4TH APPLIANCE SALE!

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

GET THE BEST PRICE AT WHITCO!

$749.99

OPEN
JULY 4th!

10:00am-7:00PM

Campus
Peritz named to Salve 
Regina Univ. Spring 

2025 Dean's List
NEWPORT, RI—Morgan Peritz of 

Bondsville was named to the Dean's List 
during the spring 2025 academic semes-
ter at Salve Regina University. To qualify 
for the Dean's List, students must earn a 
semester grade point average of 3.6 for 
full-time students completing at least 12 
graded credits, or a semester grade point 
average of 3.8 for part-time students com-
pleting at least six credits.

Messier named to 
The Univ. of Scranton 

Spring 2025 Dean’s List
SCRANTON, PA—Gabriel M. 

Messier of Palmer was among more than 
1,725 students named to The Universi-
ty of Scranton’s Dean’s List for the 2025 
spring semester. The Dean’s List recog-
nizes students for academic excellence. A 
student must have a grade point average of 
3.5 or better with a minimum number of 
credit hours during the semester to make 
the Dean’s List. The list includes students 
from the Jesuit university’s College of 
Arts and Sciences, Kania School of Man-
agement and the Leahy College of Health 
Sciences.

Messier is a senior mechanical engi-
neering major in the University’s College 
of Arts and Sciences.

LeVasseur named to
Siena College

President’s List
LOUDONVILLE, NY—Kendall Le-

Vasseur was named to the Siena College 
President’s List for the Spring 2025 Se-
mester. Kendall is from Palmer, MA.

The President’s List requires a 3.9 
grade point average or higher.

Local residents earn 
Dean’s list honors

from MassBay 
Community College
WELLESLEY HILLS—The follow 

residents have been named to the MassBay 
Community College Dean’s List, earning 
this academic honor for the Spring 2025 
semester.

Kieran Talbert of Monson, who 
studies Medical Coding

Myanyeliz Quinones of Warren, who 
studies General Studies

To be eligible for the MassBay Dean’s 
List, students must complete at least six 
credits of college-level courses, earn a 
grade-point average of 3.5 or higher, and 
be in good standing with the College.

Saint Anselm College 
Dean’s list 

MANCHESTER, NH—Saint Anselm 
College has released the Dean’s List of 
high academic achievers for the second 
semester of the 2024-2025 school year. To 
be eligible for this honor, a student must 
have achieved a grade point average of 3.4 
or better in the semester with at least 12 
credits of study which award a letter grade. 
This semester there were a total of 674 stu-
dents from 22 states and 4 countries. 

 Mark W. Cronin, Dean of the College, 
announced that the following students 
have been named to the Dean’s List for the 
spring 2025 semester at Saint Anselm Col-
lege, Manchester, New Hampshire. 

BRIMFIELD
Samantha McGlinchy, Politics Major
Caraline Stewart, Mathematics Major

“Heat Wave Safety” for older 
adults: staying safe and healthy

Baystate Wing 
selected as participant 
in Healthy Work 
Environment Academy

WARE – Country Bank, 
a full-service financial insti-
tution serving Central and 
Western Massachusetts, is 
proud to announce that it 
has received two awards at 
the 2025 NEFFIES Awards 
Show, hosted by the New 
England Financial Marketing 
Association (NEFMA). The 
Bank earned Gold in Website 
Design and Silver in Commu-
nity Support, underscoring 
its ongoing commitment to 
delivering exceptional digi-
tal experiences and fostering 
meaningful community part-
nerships.

Country Bank received 

First Place – Gold in the 
Website Design category for 
its newly launched website, 
which was thoughtfully de-
veloped to meet the evolv-
ing needs of today’s digital 
banking customers. The site 
features a mobile-responsive 
design, robust financial ed-
ucation tools, dynamic calls 
to action, and personalized 
user experiences that reflect 
the Bank’s mission: Made to 
Make a Difference.

“This website is more 
than just a great design—it’s a 
true extension of our banking 
centers into the digital space,” 
said Shelley Regin, Chief 

Marketing and Community 
Relations Officer at Coun-
try Bank. “We’re extremely 
proud of the cross-functional 
collaboration that brought our 
vision to life.”

Country Bank also re-
ceived Second Place – Silver 
in the Fan Favorite category 
for its Community Support 
partnership with the Worces-
ter Red Sox (WooSox). This 
recognition highlights a se-
ries of impactful initiatives, 
including the Most Valuable 
Teacher program, WooStar 
recognitions, and the Police 
vs. Fire charity game—all de-
signed to honor and support 

individuals making a positive 
difference in their communi-
ties.

“Our partnership with 
WooSox enables us to con-
nect with our communities in 
heartfelt and impactful ways,” 
added Regin. “We’re honored 
to be recognized for initia-
tives that bring people togeth-
er and celebrate local heroes.”

These honors reflect the 
dedication and collaborative 
spirit of Country Bank’s mar-
keting, community relations, 
and leadership teams and re-
inforce its ongoing efforts to 
serve as a trusted, communi-
ty-focused financial partner.

Country Bank set to receive pair of awards

N o t e s

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Journal Register
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        GiggleBugs  
       Preschool
        Infant/Toddler Center

                         

BRAND NEW 
PRESCHOOL!

NOW ENROLLING!!!!
Hours: Monday-Friday 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

• Clean/Safe Environment
• Experienced/Certified DEEC Trained Staff

• Kindergarten Prep
• Educational Curriculum/Age-Appropriate

• Social Learning/Healthy Eating
• Diverse Learning Environment

• Special Needs Children Welcome!!
• Smoke Free Location

• Offers Infants/Toddler Care 
• Offers Before/After School Care

ONLY LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE!!
Children Ages: 2 months to 14 years old

CALL TODAY!
Lindsay Richard 

(Director)

(413) 267-4373

lindsayrichard975
@yahoo.com

17 Palmer Road 
Monson, MA 01057

www.gigglebugspreschoolcenter.com

 
        GiggleBugs  
       Preschool
        Infant/Toddler Center

                         

Preschool
Infant/Toddler Center

GIGGLE BUGS PRESCHOOL & INFANT TODDLER CENTER

SPECIAL OFFER
Newly Enrolled Preschool Aged (4-6 y.o.) customers

$100 OFF PER WEEK
For First Three Months Enrolled

Please Call 413-267-4373 For More Information

GiggleBugs is hiring for Teachers and Assistants. If interested, please bring a 
copy of your resume on the day of the open house to schedule an interview.

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

“summer slide,” a phenome-
non where children’s reading 
abilities can regress during 
the months without school. 
Chartrand explained, “The 
summer reading program in-
centivizes reading for kids 
and families in particular, but 
all ages are welcome to join. 
It encourages kids to use their 
brains when school is out of 
session, preventing literacy 
slide.”

The program’s core mis-
sion is to keep young minds 
sharp by motivating them to 
read regularly. Participants 
who sign up get access to a 
variety of library programs 
and experiences throughout 
the summer, reinforcing the 
habit of reading and critical 
thinking.

To further encourage 
participation, the library of-
fers prizes based on reading 
achievements. “Every sum-
mer, everybody who signs up 
for the program earns a sum-
mer reading t-shirt,” Char-
trand said. “We also give out 
book prizes at the end of the 
summer, along with a collec-
tion of donated prizes.”

This year’s donated priz-
es include a small fish tank, 
gift certificates, and tickets 
to a Springfield Thunderbirds 
hockey game, among other 
items. The assortment aims to 
reward readers of all ages and 
add excitement to the chal-
lenge.

Even those who missed 
the kickoff party can still join 
the program. “People can sign 
up any time all summer long, 
except during the very last 
week, because that would be 
a little sad,” Chartrand joked. 
Signing up is easy and flex-
ible; participants can visit 
the library in person, call, or 
download the Beanstack app, 
which allows them to track 
their reading digitally.

Chartrand emphasized 
that reading counts in many 

forms: “It doesn’t have to just be novels. It can be graphic 

READING  ❙  from page 1

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Kids running around the 
party area or sitting around 
colorful tables eating ice 
creams with their family.

A lot of people showed up to sign up for the summer reading program and get a free scoop of 
ice cream.

Zoe Lapierre from Rondeau’s Ice Cream served chocolate and 
vanilla ice cream to all the patrons who wanted some.

The Summer Reading Whis-
per Room, a place where kids 
can go and confess anony-
mously their favorite parts of 
the library.

novels, audiobooks, news-
papers…as long as you are 
reading and activating your 
brain, it counts.”

With enthusiasm, Char-
trand expressed her excite-
ment for the summer ahead: 
“I’m just looking forward to 
the summer. We hope to see 
lots of new readers and fam-
ilies taking advantage of ev-
erything the library offers.”

The Palmer Public Li-
brary’s summer reading pro-
gram continues to be a valu-
able community resource, 
combining education, fun, 
and incentives to nurture a 
lifelong love of reading.

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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fox, was designated strictly as 
“no touch,” due to its tempera-
ment and medical needs.

The first animal to take 
center stage was Swirl, a do-
mestic rabbit named for her 
chocolate-and-vanilla coat. 
Swirl was surrendered by an 
owner who could no longer 
care for her, a common story 
that echoed throughout the 
event.

“Bunnies are incredible 
creatures,” Zimmerman ex-
plained. “They can hop up to 
30 miles per hour, and while 
they look like cuddly pets, 
they’re prey animals with 
complex needs.” Attendees 
learned that rabbits are herbi-
vores who should only eat car-
rots sparingly, and they even 
have a unique digestive pro-
cess that involves re-eating a 
special kind of poop to extract 
nutrients.

Next came Tyson, an 
Eastern box turtle native to lo-
cal New England woods. De-
spite his tough exterior, Tyson 
was sensitive to touch and a 
clear favorite among the chil-
dren. Zimmerman discussed 
the box turtle’s unique hinged 
shell, which allows it to fully 
close up for defense, and his 
omnivorous diet that changes 
with age. “Turtles are tougher 
than they look,” Zimmerman 
said, “but they’re also slow 
growers who can live for de-
cades.”

While the audience was 
not allowed to pet Timone, an 
8-year-old fennec fox from the 
deserts of North Africa, Zim-
merman captivated listeners 
with her descriptions of the 
animal’s adaptations: over-
sized ears to cool off, sand-re-
sistant foot pads, and vocal 
screams when picked up.

“Timone’s a bit of a diva,” 
Zimmerman joked, noting that 
he’s also on special medica-

tion and requires careful han-
dling. “But he’s also a perfect 
example of how animals adapt 
to extreme environments.”

Sandy, a calm and friend-
ly bearded dragon, was intro-
duced next. The lizard, native 
to Australia, showed off her 
spiny “beard” and relaxed de-
meanor. “She’s what we call a 
‘gateway reptile’, they make 
good pets for beginners,” Zim-
merman noted, while stressing 
the importance of proper heat 
and diet.

Attendees learned about 
the bearded dragon’s third eye, 
a sensory organ on the top of 
the head, and the difference 
between lizards and snakes 
(lizards have ear holes; snakes 
do not).

Zimmerman then in-
troduced a crowd favorite, 
Wanda the Ferret. Described 
as “super bendy and kind of 
sneaky,” Wanda entertained 
children with a game of “Fer-
ret Says.” Ferrets, Zimmerman 
explained, were historically 
used to control rat populations 
and are known for their love of 
hiding objects like keys.

“Ferrets are not rodents, 
they’re in the weasel family,” 
she said, as children gently pet 
Wanda as Blanchette carried 
her around. “And yes, they do 
smell, but that’s part of how 
they communicate.”

Before the next animal 
was brought out Zimmerman 
gave a warning to the audi-
ence to remain calm and quiet 
so they don’t scare the animal 
and cause it to become defen-
sive.

With a calm demeanor 
and impressive size, Artemis, 
the nine-foot long carpet py-
thon, slithered into the spot-
light next. The non-venomous 
python uses constriction to 
subdue prey and has flexi-
ble jaws that can open wide 
enough to swallow animals 
several times the size of its 
head.

“Snakes use their tongues 
to smell, not to breathe,” Zim-
merman clarified, debunking 
a common myth. Artemis re-
mained relaxed as children 
took turns petting her under 
close supervision.

The showstopper of the 
day was undoubtedly Gato-
rade, a three-year-old Ameri-
can alligator weighing around 
30 pounds. His snout was se-
cured with electrical tape for 
safety, which Zimmerman as-
sured would be removed after 
the presentation.

“Alligators are ancient 
predators,” she said, explain-
ing their ambush tactics, pow-
erful tails, and armored backs. 
“They can grow up to 15 feet 
and live more than 70 years.”

Children lined up to touch 
the reptile, marveling at his 
tough, bony skin known as os-
teoderms.

Throughout the event, 
Zimmerman emphasized the 
importance of treating ani-
mals with respect and under-
standing their needs before 
considering them as pets. She 
also stressed that many of the 
animals at Animal Adventures 
were surrendered because 
owners were unprepared for 
the level of care required.

“The more you know, the 
better you care,” Zimmerman 
said. “These animals aren’t 
just cool, they’re complex.”

Brochures, hand sani-
tizer, and friendly guidance 
were offered throughout the 
afternoon, creating a fun and 
informative experience for the 
Holland community.

The Animal Adventures 
event was one of several pro-
grams planned as part of the 
Holland Public Library’s 
Summer Reading Program, 
which invites participants to 
register and pick up reading 
logs or bingo sheets anytime 
before the program ends on 
August 9.

The library’s ongoing 
mission to combine literacy, 
fun, and learning is evident 
in events like this one. For 
more information on future 
programs, visit the Holland 
Public Library or follow their 
social media for updates.

For more about Animal 
Adventures and their mission, 
visit animaladventures.net or 
attend one of their upcoming 
live shows across Massachu-
setts.

HOLLAND  ❙  from page 1

Animal Adventure employees Audrey Zimmerman and Paige 
Blanchette prepare to talk about animals to a large group of 
excited kids and curious adults.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Paige Blanchette carries around Swirl the Bunny so people in 
the audience can carefully stroke her back.

Audrey Zimmerman holds one of their no-touch animals, an el-
derly Fennec Fox named Timone.

Paige Blanchette brings Sandy 
the Bearded Dragon through the 
rows of people so they can feel 
her scales.

Tyson the Eastern Box Turtle is brought 
around the room so people can feel the 

scutes that make up his shell.

Paige Blanchette and Audrey Zimmerman stretch-
ing out Artemis the Carpet Python, showing how 

long a snake like that could potentially get.

A young baby petting Wanda the Ferret with very gentle hands.
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LUDLOW – 
Last week, Ludlow 
High School girls 
summer soccer 
hosted Palmer in 
B Division action. 
Due to a website is-
sue, the final score 
was not reported. 
Ludlow was off this 
week for vacation 
and Fourth of July. 
They return to 
action next week.

 Panthers 
girls 

summer 
soccer in 

action

Harper Hawk battles with a Ludlow defender.

Chelsea Varallis tries to emerge with the ball.

Molly Walker fights for possession.

Emily 
Nadeau 
sends 
a pass 
away.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Aria Nompleggi passes ahead of pressure.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW – Back on 
June 8, the New England 
Mutiny scored a season-high 
six goals during a road vic-
tory against the New Jersey 
Alliance. The Alliance were 
scheduled to make their first 
ever visit to Lusitano Stadi-
um last Sunday afternoon, but 
they didn’t have enough play-
ers to fill out their roster.

Instead of taking the 
weekend off like the Western 
Mass. Pioneers were forced to 
do 24 hours earlier, the Mu-
tiny were able to find anoth-
er opponent on short notice. 
The Worcester Fuel made the 
45-minute trek west on the 
Mass. Pike to Ludlow.

It wasn’t a very compet-
itive match, as the Mutiny 
posted a 12-0 shutout victory 
in what was most likely their 
final home game of the sea-
son.

The Mutiny and Fuel 
were originally scheduled to 
face each other at Millbury 
High School on July 6.

“New Jersey indicated to 
us that they were having ros-
ter issues for this weekend, 
so we decided to switch our 
game with Worcester,” said 
Joe Ferrara, who’s the Own-
er/Managing Director of the 
Mutiny. “We’ll try to resched-
ule the game with New Jer-
sey or find another opponent 
to fill out our regular season 
schedule.”   

Because Mutiny head 
coach Federico Molinari was 
unavailable to coach last Sun-
day’s home match, Ferrara 
took over the coaching duties.

The Worcester team used 
to be in the same Division 
as the Mutiny, but they were 
moved down to the second 
Division this year. They’ve 
played a couple of other 
games against First Division 
clubs this season.

The victory improved the 
Mutiny’s record to a perfect 
7-0 

Racing Power, who are 
from Baltimore, lost to the 
Mutiny, 3-0, at Lusitano Sta-
dium on June 14, but they’ll 
most likely be hosting the 
playoff game on July 13 be-
cause of the goal differential. 
The margin is capped at five 

goals for each match.
The U.W.S. Nation-

al semifinals and finals are 
scheduled to be held in Chi-
cago, Illinois.

The Mutiny, who lost 
in last year’s championship 
match, clinched a berth in 
the United Women’s Soccer 
League playoffs for the fifth 
time since they moved to Lu-
sitano in 2019.

“We’ve had a lot of suc-
cess since we began playing 
our home matches here at Lu-
sitano Stadium,” Ferrara said. 
“We’ve had a dynamic group 
of players during the past 
couple of years. We are losing 
a couple of key players for the 
rest of the season.”

Chioma Okafor was 
called up to play for the Nige-
rian Women’s National Team 
in the African Nations Wom-
en’s Cup. Cat Perez, who’s a 
goalie, is playing for the Co-
lombian National Team.

Kendall Bodak, who’s 
from Monson, returned to 
Clemson University to start 
preparing for the college soc-
cer season. Avery Galante 
also went back to the Univer-
sity of South Carolina.   

While the Mutiny were 
missing a couple of players, 
Hope Santaniello played in 
her first match of the season 
against Worcester. She re-
turned home to Agawam af-
ter playing for a professional 
soccer team in Iceland. She 
has been a member of the 
Mutiny since 2019.

“Playing soccer with this 
team is something that’s very 
special to me,” Santaniello 
said. “It was great to be back 
and see all the girls again. I’ve 
also really enjoyed playing 
for the professional soccer 
team in Iceland. I’m learning 
a lot of different things.”

Santaniello scored the 
Mutiny’s fifth goal of the first 
half and added three more 
during the final 20 minutes of 
the match.

“Hope just looks fantas-
tic,” Ferrara said. “She’s been 
on our roster the whole sea-
son and is one of our all-time 
best players.” 

Hope’s younger sister, 
Bella, was also scheduled to 
play for the Mutiny in last 

Mutiny drills Fuel to 
clinch playoff spot

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

HOLYOKE – After Peo-
ple’s Bank fell behind against 
the St. Joseph’s Baseball Club 
in the top of the first inning, 
player/manager Joe Ferry knew 
that his team could make a 
comeback in the Tri-County 
League contest 

The score was tied 3-3, en-
tering the bottom of the sixth 
inning when People’s Bank 
scored a pair of runs leading to 
a 5-3 victory on a hot night at 
Mackenzie Stadium in Holy-
oke, last Tuesday.

“We fell behind in the first 
inning, but we kept battling 
back the entire game,” Ferry 
said. “This is a very good team 
win for us.” 

The home victory im-
proved People’s Bank overall 
record to a perfect 5-0.

St. Joe’s (6-3) lost to Peo-
ple’s for the third time in a span 
of less than two weeks.

“It’s another frustrating 
loss,” said St. Joe’s player/man-
ager Brian Hayes. “I would like 
to play them in a playoff series. 
I think we have a little more 
pitching depth than they do.”

After allowing the two 
runs in the first inning, People’s 
Bank righthander Jovanni Mer-
ced only gave up an unearned 
run during the final six innings. 
He allowed six hits with a walk 
and six strikeouts.          

“Jovanni hadn’t pitched in 
two weeks, and he got off to a 
slow start in tonight’s game,” 
Ferry said. “He settled down 
after the first inning.”

People’s Bank sixth inning 
rally began with third baseman 
Cam McDonald hitting a dou-
ble to right field against righty 
Jack Feltovic. He advanced to 
third following a bunt hit by 
shortstop Sam Allen that rolled 
up the third base line. Allen 
then stole second base putting 
two runners in scoring position. 
Both runners crossed the plate 

when centerfielder 
Seth Allen (2-for-4) 
blasted a triple to right 
field.

It was People’s 
tenth and final base hit of 
the ballgame.

With one-out in the top 
of the seventh inning, pinch 
hitter Colby Harrington hit 
a single into center field 
before Merced retired the 
next two batters on fly-
balls.

Things started out 
very well for St. Joe’s. 

Shortstop Devin 
Slattery leadoff the 
top of the first in-
ning with a line-
drive single up 
the middle to 
center field. 

BELCHERTOWN – 
The Third Annual Julia’s 
3v3 Soccer Jamboree is 
scheduled to be held at 
the State Street Fields in 
Belchertown  on August 
16th, 2025. The annual 
event is held in memo-
ry of 13-year-old Julia 
Haynes who passed away 
in March of 2023 follow-
ing a battle with  brain 
cancer. All of the funds 
the Jamboree raises bene-
fit the Julia Haynes Schol-
arship Fund, which is a 
501(c)(3) founded by four 
of Julia’s classmates.

The first two 
events  hosted more 
than 60 teams, each 
year,  in grades 3 through 
high  school  for the  all-
day event bracket  which 
also featured food trucks, 

raffle and dunk tank.
Registration is open 

until July 20 and  is $100 
per team for up to four 
players and includes an 
event t shirt. There is also 
a new bracket for class of 
2022 - 2025 participants. 
There will again be food 
trucks, a DJ and some fun 
activities for attendees 
including a raffle. Those 
interested in registering 
a team, becoming a vol-
unteer,  sponsor or donat-
ing to the raffle  can get 
more details on the @
julias3v3jamboree Insta-
gram or Julia’s 3v3 Soc-
cer Jamboree  Facebook 
pages or through Run-
signup:  https://runsignup.
com/Race/MA/Belcher-
town/Julias3v3Soccer-
Jamboree 

Bankers take second 
straight over SaintsRegistration 

open for 3v3
soccer jamboree

Dave Clark 
slings a throw 

to first.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com
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Sunday’s match. However, 
because Worcester didn’t 
have enough players show up 
for the match, she played for 
the visitors.  

“My sister definitely has 
a lot of potential,” Hope said. 

“I’m very glad that she’s 
following in my footsteps. 
It was a lot of fun playing 
against her today.”

Maddy Theriault, who 
graduated from Palmer High 
School, recorded a hat-trick 
during the first 15 minutes of 
the opening half.

Bella Meadows scored 

the other first half goal for the 
Mutiny. She also scored the 
first goal of the second half.

Avery Klingensmith, 
who graduated from Belcher-
town High School, chipped 
in offensively with a pair of 
second half goals.

Mila Dillard, who’s from 
Chicopee, also scored a goal 

during the second half.
It was the Mutiny’s 

fourth shutout of the regular 
season. The defense was an-
chored by Aida Name, who’s 
from Chicopee, Kylie Ray, 
who graduated from Min-
nechaug Regional, Rachel 
Marchini, and Anna Carson.  

 

Then left fielder Jacob Petrin 
drew a walk on a 3-and-2 
pitch. The visitors loaded the 
bases when a ground ball hit 
by right fielder Pat Fitzgib-
bons wasn’t handled cleanly 
by the third baseman.

St. Joe’s took a 2-0 
lead when third baseman 
Joey DeMichele hit another 
ground ball into left field for 
a single.

It was the only runs 
Merced allowed in that in-
ning, as he got out of the jam 
with the help of a 6-4-3 dou-
ble play and a strikeout.

Following back-to-back 
singles in the bottom half of 
the opening frame by second 

baseman Dave Clark and 
first baseman Kyle Platner, 
Feltovic escaped further 
trouble with a 6-3 inning 
ending double play.

The home team took a 
3-2 lead against Feltovic, 
who pitched the entire game, 
two innings later.

A ground ball single by 
left fielder Brady Balint, a 
bunt hit from Seth Allen, and 
a walk by catcher Pete Ho-
gan loaded the bases. Clark 
drove home People’s first 
run with a line-drive single 
into left field. Then Platner 
hit into a double play scoring 
the tying run. Hogan scored 
on a wild pitch, which gave 
People’s the lead for the first 
time at 3-2.  

St Joe’s tied the score in 

HOLYOKE – A four-run 
first inning was the catalyst 
for a dominant Blue Sox win 
on Saturday, as they handily 
defeated the visiting Martha’s 
Vineyard Sharks by a final 
score of 6-2.

After an error by Vine-
yard’s Harley Goodner opened 
the scoring, Valley piled on 
three more runs. The runs 
scored on a Gavin Schrader 
single, a Mike Lucarelli double 
and a Cade Carr sacrifice fly. 

“It allowed us to be confi-
dent,” said Head Coach Endy 
Morales of the early surge. 
“We had lost to them already 
this week, they’re a really good 
team, so to come out and punch 
them first, it just set the tone for 
the rest of the game.”

Michael O’Conor added 
the other two Valley scores on 
a home run that soared into the 
Blue Sox bullpen. Sebastian 
Mexico contributed a two hit 
performance, and Michael Elko 
came across home plate twice 
as a base runner. 

Valley threw eight pitch-
ers in the contest, striking out 
11 Vineyard batters. Max Mc-
Crary earned the win. Andrew 
Wertz came in for the ninth 
inning, when he struck out two 
batters to close out the game 
and earn the save.

Gio Colasante started the 
game for Vineyard, allowing 
four hits and four runs across 
two innings of work. He was 
credited with the loss.

The Blue Sox improve to 
an overall record of 10-8 on the 
season, while the Sharks fall 
to 12-7. The win snaps a two 
game losing skid for Valley.

“I thought that was a 
good one to get. It could have 
very easily been three losses 
in a row,” said Morales. “Now 
we get to go into the off day 
with a win, and a really tough 
stretch coming up next week. I 

thought that was a great way to 
approach the off day and beat a 
team that’s super competitive.” 

The Valley Blue Sox suf-
fered defeat on Friday despite 
a rally in the sixth inning that 
saw them score four runs and 
take the lead.

Down 3-0 to the visiting 
Mountaineers, Valley went on a 
run that featured a Rees Kozar 
two run double, a Clay Bur-
dette sacrifice fly and an addi-
tional run on a throwing error.

Vermont responded in the 
top of the seventh with a Jaylen 
Hernandez two run home run, 
securing the 5-4 victory at 
MacKenzie Stadium.

“Overall, our defense 
needs to be cleaned up. We’re 
making key mistakes later in 
the game … I would like for us 
to be a little more efficient on 
the mound, and then defensive-
ly just clean up in those big mo-
ments,” said Head Coach Endy 
Morales.

Beau Ellson started the 
game on the mound for Valley, 
allowing six hits and three runs 
across four innings of work. Ri-
ley Williams was credited with 
the loss in relief for Valley. 

For the Mountaineers, 
Jack Rollo earned the win. Oli-
ver Ellison got the save. 

The loss drops Valley’s re-
cord on the season to 9-8. Mo-
rales will look to build on this 
record today, when they host 
the Martha’s Vineyard Sharks.

“In the grand scheme of 
things, we’re still above .500, I 
would love to stay above .500 
[today] … This is the time 
where you want to make that 
separation. You don’t want it to 
be the last week of the season 
and you’re chasing four wins 
to try and get into the playoffs. 
You want to do that now so you 
have a bit more buffer,” Mo-
rales said. 

LUDLOW – The Lions Pride 
Sports Clinics return this summer 
with a dynamic lineup of programs 
designed to support youth athletic de-
velopment, foster sportsmanship, and 
prepare athletes for competitive suc-
cess. Hosted at Ludlow High School, 
the clinics will run from late June 
through August and include offer-
ings in basketball, soccer, volleyball, 
beach volleyball, athlete preparation, 
and track & field.

With a strong roster of expe-
rienced coaches and a focus on 
skill-building, these clinics provide 
athletes from kindergarten through 

12th grade with opportunities to grow 
in a fun, supportive environment. 
Registration is now open.

Summer 2025 Clinics Include:
Basketball Clinic
Grades: 1st–9th

Coach: Tim Brillo
Dates: July 7–11 | 9 a.m. to 12 noon
Fee: $100

Soccer Clinics – Session 1 & 2
Ages: 5–12
Coach: Greg Kolodiezy

Session 1: June 23–27
9 a.m. to 12 noon

Session 2: July 21–25
9 a.m. to 12 noon

Fee: $100 per session
High School Volleyball

Grades: 10–12
Coach: Ethan Campbell
Dates: June 24–August 14 | Tuesdays 
and Thursdays | 6 to 8 p.m.
Fee: $200

Volleyball Basics
Grades: 7–9
Coach: Ethan Campbell
Dates: July 8–August 14 | Tuesdays 
and Thursdays | 4 and 6 p.m.
Fee: $200

Beach Volleyball
Grades: 10–12
Coach: Ethan Campbell
Dates: June 24–August 14 | Tuesdays 
and Thursdays (6 to 8 p.m.), Sundays 
(10 a.m. to 12 noon)
Fee: $350

Athlete Prep
Grades: 8–12
Coach: Brian Walsh
Dates: June 23–August 7
Sessions: Monday and Thursday at 8 
a.m., Monday and Wednesday at 10 
a.m. Schedule subject to change
Fee: $130

Youth Track and Field
Grades: K–8
Coaches: Brian Walsh
Dates: June 30–August 11
Mondays | 5 to 6:30 p.m.
Fee: $100
All sessions will be held at Ludlow 
High School, featuring high-quality 
facilities and a supportive environ-
ment for young athletes to learn and 
grow.

Sports clinics return this summer

First inning surge leads 
Blue Sox past Sharks

Cam MacDonald gets an out.
Jovanni Merced sends a pitch home for PeoplesBank.

Kyle Platner goes for a tag.

the top of the fourth follow-
ing a throwing error before 
People’s Bank retook the lead 
again two innings later.

The fourth and final 

meeting of the regular season 
between the two squads is 
scheduled to take place at St. 
Joe’s Park on July 11.  

Devin Slattery, of Ware, sends a throw to first.

Brandon Magni attempts to catch a pickoff throw.

Jack Feltovic fires a pitch home for St. Joe’s.

BANKERS  ❙  from page 9

MUTINY  ❙  from page 9

Contact the sports editor 
at sports@turley.com
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The Importance 
of setting strong 
financial goals

There’s a quote about the importance 
of setting goals: “If you don’t know 
where you’re going, any path will take 
you there.”

This holds true for things that are 
important to you financially as well. 
To set your financial goals, think about 
your priorities. Outline them as either 
“must-haves” — such as a comfortable 
retirement — or “wish list” — perhaps a 
vacation or entertainment.

You'll want your goals to be specific. 
Assign estimated dates and costs to each 
one so you can plan how much to save 
and how much time you have before you 
need the money.

Next, hold yourself accountable 
to stay on track. That involves actively 
tracking your progress, maintaining 
your focus and using these three time-
tested strategies — diversify, own 
quality investments and keep a realistic 
perspective. A financial advisor can help 
with this.

Finally,  enjoy that  sense of 
accomplishment when you reach your 
goals, seeing your efforts literally pay off.

This content was provided by Edward 
Jones for use by Hunter Boody, your 
Edward Jones financial advisor at 413-
289-1875.

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind.  – 
The Springfield Thunderbirds 
were recognized among their 
peers across multiple business 
areas during the American 
Hockey League’s Team Busi-
ness Meetings presented by 
Victory Live in Indianapolis. 
The team captured the follow-
ing honors:

AHL Marketing Depart-
ment of the Year

AHL’s Most Unique So-
cial Media Content

Matthew McRobbie: 3rd 
in Eastern Conference in cor-
porate sales revenue generated

Ticket Sales Department 
Benchmark Award for 600 
New Full Season Equivalents

Corpoate Sales Depart-
ment Benchmark Award for 
90% Renewal in Corporate 
Cash

The highlight of this 
year’s award recognition was 
the team’s Marketing De-
partment capturing top marks 
in the 32-team league with 
the title of AHL Market-
ing Department of the Year. 
The department has ex-
celled  with a fully in-house 
strategy blending creativi-
ty, consistency, and a strong 
brand identity. Each of the 
team’s 36 home games fea-
tures a unique campaign 
built around a cohesive sea-
son-long look, incorporating 
bold visuals and local imag-
ery. Their efforts span digital, 
print, radio, billboards, and 
social media—reinforced by 
a revamped website and new 
mobile app—all designed to 
engage fans and drive recog-
nition across every platform. 

The Thunderbirds’ Social Me-
dia Departments also earned 
leaguewide recognition during 
the 2024–25 season, most no-
ticeably by winning the award 
for Most Unique Social Media 
Content. The honor stemmed 
from the team’s inventive re-
sponse to a shipping mishap 
that sent their Teddy Bear Toss 
jerseys to Germany by mistake. 
Turning an unfortunate situ-
ation into an opportunity, the 
social media team showcased 
that agility and creativity are 
sometimes the most powerful 
tools in a successful strategy. 
“As we look back on the 
2024–25 season, we couldn’t 
be prouder of our team’s 
tireless effort and passion in 
delivering a first-class experi-
ence for our fans—both in the 
arena and through our market-
ing and social media content,” 
said Thunderbirds President 
Nathan Costa. “To see those 
efforts recognized at the league 
level is incredibly rewarding 
and reinforces the strong year-
round engagement we strive 
for. When you pair that with 
another record-setting year at 
the Thunderdome—including 
new highs in attendance, sea-
son ticket membership, and 
corporate revenue—it’s a tes-
tament to our entire organiza-
tion. We’re excited to raise the 
bar even higher in 2025–26.” 
In addition to teamwide 
awards, the Thunderbirds 
also saw Director of Busi-
ness Development  Matthew 
McRobbie recognized for fin-
ishing third among all Eastern 
Conference representatives in 
corporate sales revenue. This 

marks the second consecu-
tive season that McRobbie 
finished in the top-3 in the 
conference in this category. 
Continuing a trend estab-
lished over the previous three 
seasons, the 2024–25 Thun-
derbirds once again set new 
Springfield hockey records in 
average attendance per game 
(6,369), season ticket mem-
bers, and group sales revenue. 
The ticket sales team also 
earned benchmark recogni-
tion with 600 new Full Season 
Equivalents (FSEs), the indus-
try standard for measuring full- 
and partial-season ticket sales. 
In another milestone year 
for the club’s corporate sales 
team, the department was hon-
ored for achieving a renewal 
rate exceeding 90 percent in 
corporate cash accounts, help-
ing drive a new single-season 
record in corporate revenue 
for the second straight year. 
The Thunderbirds enjoyed an-
other impactful season in the 
Springfield community, mak-
ing over 400 appearances with 
mascot Boomer and players 
alike. Their presence spanned 
everything from youth hockey 
practices to major charitable 
events, including the Rays 
of Hope Walk, annual Teddy 
Bear Toss deliveries, the Com-
munity Caravan (with support 
from MassMutual), and a va-
riety of corporate-sponsored 
initiatives. Altogether, the 
T-Birds Foundation raised 
more than $100,000 in support 
of charitable causes across 
Western Massachusetts during 
the 2024–25 season.

Following up on the re-
sounding success of its inau-
gural campaign, the Quabbin 
Valley Baseball League, an 
over-28 adult baseball league 
will hold its second Fall 
League this September and 
October.

Seeking to create a sim-
ilar competition environ-
ment to its spring/summer 

league, Quabbin Valley, with 
contributions from the Val-
ley Wheel Over-28 Baseball 
League, created a four-team 
fall league last year featuring 
the Braves, Dodgers, Cardi-
nals, and Twins.

Those same four teams 
are set to return and each 
team tends to have openings 
on them. Additionally, the 

league is open to welcoming 
more teams in to the league if 
it finds enough interest.

While the fall league 
schedule is still under con-
struction, it will mostly fea-
ture Sunday morning games 
played with wood-bat only, 
which is customary for fall 
baseball. There could be 
some Saturday games added 

to the schedule depending on 
the completion of the spring/
summer season as well as to 
makeup rainouts, potentially. 
Games are nine-innings long 
and there is a small playoff 
and championship held at the 
end of the season. Last year’s 
fall season was eight games 
and that is the goal for this 
year. Free and low-cost fields 

are used as well as just one 
umpire in an effort to keep the 
costs lower for players. The 
cost to play will likely range 
from $40 to $60 for the eight-
game schedule. Players from 
outside the Quabbin League 
may also pay a small fee for 
insurance as well.

An interest/registration 
form, will be forthcoming 

soon, but until then, to ex-
press interest in the league, 
you can email the coordina-
tors of the league at either 
GScibelli22@yahoo.com or 
ikhandfield@gmail.com.

Scheduled and team 
placement for unaffiliated 
players will be finalized in 
mid-to-late August. Please 
join in the fun this fall.

Aria Nompleggi
Palmer

Nompleggi is part of a Panthers 
girls summer soccer team that 
has reached near the midpoint 
of the season.
To nominate someone for Athlete 
of the Week, contact Managing 
Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli 
at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send 
an e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com.

Thunderbirds recognized
for multiple honors

Quabbin Valley set to host second over-28 fall league
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Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

eral Title III-B grants, which 
fund transportation and out-
reach programs, have been 
eliminated. Title III-C nutri-
tion grants remain level-fund-
ed, though final allocations 
won’t be confirmed until Oc-
tober.

Planning Concerns: Solar 
and Battery Storage
During the meeting, res-

ident Jess Allen raised con-
cerns about how the town is 
preparing for new commer-
cial solar siting laws and the 
absence of zoning bylaws for 
battery energy storage sys-
tems (BESS). Members of 
the board acknowledged that 
updates to the bylaws may 
be necessary to maintain lo-
cal control before new man-
dates take effect. One board 
member noted, “We think 
we need to change our zon-
ing bylaws,” while another 
added, “Those batteries are a 
hot topic.” The board plans to 
discuss the issue further at its 
July 8 meeting.

Welcoming New Police
Officer: Gabriel Marquez

Chief Kozlowski intro-
duced Officer Gabriel “Gabe” 
Marquez, who recently grad-
uated from the police acade-
my and is now six weeks into 
his field training. Marquez, 
who grew up in Monson and 
currently lives in Brimfield 
with his wife, a fellow Mon-
son native, spoke briefly to 
the board. He expressed his 
appreciation for the opportu-
nity to serve in his hometown. 
“I’m very honored and lucky 
to be put into a position where 
I can maintain that and up-
hold that very mission state-
ment,” he said, referring to 
the department’s commitment 
to community policing. The 
board welcomed him warmly.

Quaboag Connector
Impact Report

Jen Healy of the Quabo-
ag Valley Community De-
velopment Corporation 
presented an annual report 
on the Quaboag Connector, 
highlighting both its usage in 
Monson and its broader eco-
nomic impact. In 2024, the 
service recorded 351 rides 
originating in Monson and 
420 trips coming into town. 
Riders from Monson logged 
roughly 5,000 miles, with the 
average trip lasting 33 minutes 
and covering 13.6 miles. The 
service primarily supports se-
niors and residents with dis-
abilities; 58 percent of riders 
were over 60, and 27 percent 
reported having a disability. 
Notably, 89 percent of rides 
in Monson were work-relat-
ed. “Transportation is a social 
determinant of health,” Healy 
said. “We don’t turn anybody 

away.” She also shared find-
ings from a UMass Donahue 
Institute study showing that 
the program has generated $7 
million in wages since 2017, 
saved $11 million in health-
care costs by enabling timely 
medical appointments, and 
led to $420,000 in personal 
vehicle cost savings. The re-
turn on investment is nearly 
one-to-one, with every $1 
million invested generating 
about $1 million in economic 
return.

Grant Support and Budget 
Transfers

The board voted to ap-
prove a formal letter of sup-
port for a fiscal year 2026 
LAND Grant application sub-
mitted by the Conservation 
Commission. The project, 
aimed at land preservation, 
had previously received Town 
Meeting approval in both Oc-
tober 2024 and May 2025. 
Several end-of-year budget 
transfers for FY25 were also 
approved, including $3,000 
from police salaries to ambu-
lance operations, $1,000 from 
the gasoline budget to treasur-
er bank fees, $500 from po-
lice salaries to planning board 
legal ads, and a symbolic $1 
transfer from the collector 
printing budget to long-term 
debt interest.

Correspondence and Event 
Approvals

The board reviewed sev-
eral correspondence items 
and approved upcoming com-
munity events. Veterans Field 
was cleared for use by the 
Palmer-Monson Family Net-
work for its June 25 Art in the 
Park program. The Monson 
Lions Club received approv-
al to host its Summer Con-
cert Series at the gazebo on 
July 15 and August 19, with 
rain dates set for July 22 and 
August 26. A food truck will 
accompany each event. The 
board also received a com-
plaint about a dead tree at 3 
Stanton Road, which was for-
warded to the Tree Warden, 
and an emergency road repair 
request for Sunnybrook and 
Pineview Drives, directed to 
the Highway Department. 
Notices were read concern-
ing National Grid’s vegeta-
tion management plan and a 
public hearing on a proposed 
transmission line, scheduled 
for June 25 at Palmer High 
School. Xfinity price increas-
es, including higher charges 
for Netflix, MGM+, and DVR 
packages, were also noted.

Community Concerts 
Return

Two Monson residents, 
Jenny and her husband 
Ramo, representing the newly 
formed concert committee for 
the Lions Club, spoke about 
the revival of the gazebo con-
certs, which had previously 
been discontinued after the 
Rotary Club stopped orga-
nizing them. She highlighted 
the enthusiastic community 
response and expressed a de-
sire to expand the series into 
September. “It was import-
ant to get the concerts going 
again because they were so 
well received,” Jenny said. 
Police Chief Kozlowski also 
voiced support, suggesting a 
temporary easing of the two-
hour downtown parking limit 
on concert nights to accom-
modate attendees.

tional role limited their ability 
to provide direct assistance.

  “Often, the best we 
could do was provide a phone 
number, which felt like not 
enough,” Maher said. “We’re 
not trained to navigate social 
service systems or handle sen-
sitive personal information, 
and our commitment to pri-
vacy sometimes created bar-
riers.”

A catalyst moment came 
in the fall of 2023 when a reg-
ular visitor, an unhoused man 
who frequented the library, 
passed away. An outside re-
ligious group approached the 
library to hold a ceremony 
on its lawn. At the event, Ma-
her connected with Sergeant 
David Burns of the Palmer 
Police Department’s DART 
(Drug Awareness Response 
Team) program and the town’s 
social worker. Recognizing a 
shared desire to assist vulner-
able residents more directly, 

Maher proposed regular visits 
by social service professionals 
to the library.

By January 2024, the 
Community Strong Wellness 
Initiative was born. The pro-
gram brought together a di-
verse “ragtag” team including 
Sergeant Burns and his DART 
colleagues, domestic violence 
advocates from Behavioral 
Health Network (BHN), rep-
resentatives from Alcoholics 
Anonymous, veterans’ ser-
vices, mental health and sub-
stance use helplines, and re-
covery coaches.

Additionally, the Bay-
state Health Mobile Wellness 
Bus regularly visits the li-
brary, providing free health 
screenings, COVID-19 test 
kits, and help with scheduling 
medical appointments; these 
services might otherwise be 
out of reach for many in the 
community.

“The goal is to cov-
er everything,” Maher said. 
“Whether someone needs 

housing, wants to start recov-
ery, or just needs to talk about 
health insurance questions, we 
try to be ready.”

The library offers more 
than just services. It provides a 
stigma-free community space 
where people can drop in, re-
lax, and connect with others. 
Free lunches are served during 
the program, which meets ev-
ery other Thursday, helping 
encourage attendance in a ca-
sual and friendly atmosphere.

Maher noted the impor-
tance of these social elements: 
“People don’t get enough in-
teraction in their day-to-day 
lives. The library is a safe, 
non-judgmental space… no 
one asks why you’re here or 
makes assumptions. You can 
even bring your own book and 
just sit quietly if you want.”

This approach builds trust 
and rapport. “We’ve made real 
bonds with people who come 
in, and the team here supports 
each other,” Maher said.

Feedback from partici-

pants has been overwhelming-
ly positive. Regular visitors 
often return to thank staff and 
volunteers, some even coming 
back to help others feel wel-
come.

The program continues to 
grow, with plans to hold ses-
sions throughout the summer, 
including upcoming dates on 
July 10 and July 24, when the 
Baystate Wellness Bus will 
return.

For those hesitant to 
reach out, Maher offers en-
couraging words: “There’s no 
pressure at all. Come for the 
pizza, the company, or to talk 
if you want. Everyone is wel-
come, no assumptions made. 
The people here are profes-
sionals who want to help how-
ever they can.”

The Palmer Public Li-
brary’s Community Strong 
Wellness Initiative stands as 
a model for how local insti-
tutions can build bridges be-
tween vulnerable populations 
and critical social supports; all 

while fostering community 
and connection in a wel-
coming space.

WELLNESS  ❙  from page 1

SELECT BOARD
 ❙  from page 1

WALES – What does 
the Wales Community Pan-
try and Pickleball-U have in 
common? Both are interest-
ed in finding pickleball play-
ers who wish to support the 
Community Pantry.

The Pantry has more 
than doubled the number of 
people served in Brimfield, 
Holland, Wales, and the sur-
rounding communities pro-
viding thousands of pounds 
of food to those in need ev-
ery month.  The need has 
grown so much that we need 
to move to a bigger space.  In 
early July, the Pantry will be 
moving to 172 Main Street 

(Route 20) Brimfield.  As 
with any move, we have ad-
ditional expenses.   

Please join us on July 
27 from 1 to 4 p.m. to play 
Pickleball at Pickleball-U 
fundraiser located at 178 
Main Street, Sturbridge. 

The cost is $50 per person. 
Air Conditioned, snacks in-
cluded, raffle items, free in-
struction and equipment to 
borrow. All ages and levels 
are welcome.  A mini-tour-
nament option is available 
depending on the numbers 

and skill levels of attendees. 
Register online at https://
app.courtreserve.com//On-
line/Events/Details/10865/
BL8CUBJ10865616

Bring a friend, bring a 
team, sponsor a young per-
son to play.

If you know of anyone 
in need of the Community 
Pantry services, visit www.
walescommunitypantry.com 
or call 413 245-0055.

Sponsorships for our 
move are a vital part of our 
success.  If you are interested 
in becoming a sponsor email: 
walescommunityfoodpan-
try@gmail.com

Also on the calendar 
is an exciting whitewater 
kayaking trip scheduled for 
September. That outing will 
serve a dual purpose: an 
adrenaline-filled river adven-
ture and an opportunity for 
participating Scouts to earn a 
merit badge in kayaking. 

“They’ll do safety and 
skills training in the morn-
ing, and then go down the 
river in the afternoon,” said 
Traugh.

In addition to the car 
wash itself, Troop 164 had 
a small checkout table set 
up with additional fundrais-
ing efforts, including the 
sale of popular smoked meat 
snacks. The meat sticks were 
offered at two for $3, and 
proceeds go toward gener-
al troop expenses such as 

propane, paper towels, and 
other camp essentials. “The 
smaller fundraisers really 
help with the basics when we 
head out on weekend trips,” 
said Traugh.

Troop 164 operates a 

youth-led, year-round out-
door program that places a 
strong emphasis on citizen-
ship, leadership, teamwork, 
and responsibility. “We’re 
working to shape the fu-
ture leaders of America,” 

Traugh noted. “Our Scouts 
are involved in planning, 
decision-making, and taking 
ownership of their experi-
ences.”

The troop is always 
welcoming new members, 
boys and girls alike, and 
offers financial assistance 
for families who need help 
covering the costs of partic-
ipation. “We’re here all year. 
12 months a year, 365 days,” 
said Traugh. Anyone inter-
ested in joining or learning 
more can contact them at 
troop164bulldogs@gmail.
com.

As the soap suds washed 
away and the final cars rolled 
off, Troop 164 wrapped up 
another successful communi-
ty day; one full of camarade-
rie, purpose, and preparation 
for the next big adventure.

TROOP 164  ❙  from page 1

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

A table was set up at the end of the car wash section where 
people would pay for the car wash then have the chance to 
purchase some smoked meat sticks or provide a donation for 
the troop.

Play pickleball and support the Wales Community Pantry
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PALMER 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the Wet-
land Protection Act, MGL c.131 
s.40, and the Town of Palm-
er  Wetlands Bylaws, the Con-
servation Commission will hold 
a public hearing at 6:50 PM, 
Tuesday,  July 15, 2025 at the 
Town Administration Building, 
4417 Main Street, Palmer, MA 
to consider a Request for Deter-
mination  whether the area and/
or proposed work is subject to ju-
risdiction of the Palmer wetlands 
ordinance. The Conservation 
Commission will also consider 
a  Notice of Intent for activities 
associated with the proposed 
construction of an addition to an 
existing home. The project loca-
tion is 209 Old Warren Road in 
Palmer (Assessors Map 26, Par-
cel 3-3). The work is proposed to 
occur within the 200-foot River-
front Area of a mapped stream. 
The applicant making the request 
is AJS Engineering on behalf of 
William O’Toole, Jr. Any inter-
ested person wishing to be heard 
on the application should appear 
at the time and place designated. 

Donald Blais, Jr., Chair
Palmer Conservation 

Commission 
07/03/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provisions of 

MA Gen. Laws, Chap. 255, Sec. 
39A, the following vehicles will 
be sold at public auction for tow-
ing and storage charges due:
JEEP VIN:1J4GW48S14C299569 
Trevor Russell PO Box 496 
West Warren, MA; CHEVRO-
LET VIN: 1G1JC52F357144062 
Dennis Daniels 97 Water ST 
Palmer, MA; JEEP VIN: 1J4FY-
19S9WP731775 Jacqueline 
Oconnor 515 Burncoat ST 
Worcester, MA; HONDA VIN:-

JHLRD68404C003381 Jonathan 
Adorno 18 Lower Hampden RD 
Monson, MA; JEEP VIN: 1J4G-
B39187L102655 Yairalise Ro-
sario 3117 Main ST Bondsville, 
MA; FORD VIN: 1FTRX12W-
16NA21042 Ian Shaw 10 Draper 
ST Brookfield, MA; HYUNDAI 
VIN:5NPEC4AC0BH080063 
Jonathan Paulhus 216 Munn RD 
Monson, MA. This auction is 
to take place on July 11, 2025, 
10:00 A.M. at LaBontes & Son 
LLC, 241 Wilbraham St., Palm-
er, MA 01069 
06/26, 07/03, 07/10/2025

MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE 
OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain Mortgage given by James 
H. Loper to Mortgage Electron-
ic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for Drew Mortgage 
Associates, Inc., its successors 
and assigns, dated June 21, 2006 
and recorded with the Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds 
at Book 16006, Page 511, sub-
sequently assigned to CitiMort-
gage, Inc., its successors and 
assigns by Mortgage Electronic 
Registration System, Inc., as 
nominee for Drew Mortgage As-
sociates, Inc., a Delaware Corpo-
ration its successors and assigns 
by assignment recorded in said 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds at Book 19276, Page 432, 
subsequently assigned to Green 
Tree Servicing LLC, its succes-
sors and assigns by CitiMort-
gage, Inc., its successors and 
assigns by assignment recorded 
in said Hampden County Reg-
istry of Deeds at Book 20245, 
Page 449, subsequently assigned 
to New Residential Mortgage 
LLC, its successors and assigns 
by Ditech Financial LLC F/K/A 
Green Tree Servicing LLC by as-
signment recorded in said Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds 
at Book 23128, Page 393, sub-
sequently assigned to NewRez 
LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing by New Residential 
Mortgage LLC by assignment 
recorded in said Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds at Book 
25437, Page 413 for breach of 
the conditions of said Mortgage 
and for the purpose of foreclos-
ing same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 11:00 AM on July 
17, 2025 at 84 Stafford Holland 
Road, Wales, MA, all and sin-
gular the premises described in 
said Mortgage, to wit: The land 
in said Wales, on the northerly 
side of Stafford Road, bounded 
and described in two parcels as 
follows; 

PARCEL 1: Beginning at the 
southeasterly corner thereof, at 

an iron pin in the northerly line 
of said Stafford Road, said iron 
pin being 167.04 feet southwest-
erly of a county bound at station 
69 + 96.11 of the 1947 layout of 
said Stafford Road, and running 
thence S. 41° 52’ 50” W. by the 
northerly line of said Stafford 
Road 85 feet to an iron pin in a 
stone wall at land now or for-
merly of Julius Aarons and Ida 
Aarons; thence N. 45° 39’ 10” 
W. along the stone wall by land 
of said Aarons 210.4 feet to an 
iron pin; thence N. 51° 06’ 10” 
W., partly along said wall by land 
of Aarons, 189.53 feet to an iron 
pin and thence continuing in the 
same course along land of said 
Aarons 309 feet, more or less, 
to the southerly line of a brook; 
thence Northeasterly by the 
southerly line of said brook 85 
feet, more or less, to land former-
ly of Henry Bouchard; thence 
S. 51° 06’ 10” E. by said land 
formerly of Henry Bouchard 
309 feet, more or less, to an iron 
pin and thence continuing in the 
same course and by said land for-
merly of Henry Bouchard 189.53 
feet to an iron pin; and thence S. 
45° 39’ 10” E. along said land 
formerly of Henry Bouchard 
210.4 feet to the iron pin at the 
point of beginning. 

PARCEL 2: Beginning at the 
southwesterly corner thereof 
and at the southeasterly corner 
of land formerly of Rene H. 
Bouchard, at an iron pin in the 
northerly line of said Stafford 
Road, said iron pin being 167.04 
feet southwesterly of a county 
bound of the said 1947 layout, 
and running thence N. 41° 52’ 
50” E. by the northerly line of 
Stafford Road 15 feet to an iron 
pin at land formerly of Henry 
Bouchard; thence N. 45° 39’ 10” 
W. along said land formerly of 
Henry Bouchard 210.4 feet to an 
iron pin; thence N. 51° 06’ 10” 
W. along said land formerly of 
Henry Bouchard 189.53 feet to 
a point and thence continuing in 
the same course along said land 
formerly of Henry Bouchard 309 
feet, more or less, to the souther-
ly line of a brook; thence south-
westerly by the southerly line of 
said brook 15 feet, more or less, 
to land of said Rene H. Bouch-
ard; thence S. 51° 06’ 10” E. by 
said land of Rene H. Bouchard 
309 feet, more or less, to an iron 
pin and thence continuing in the 
same course along said land of 
Rene H. Bouchard 189.53 feet 
to an iron pin; and thence S. 45° 
39’ 10” E. by said land of Rene 
H. Bouchard 210.4 feet to the 
iron pin at the point of begin-
ning. Being the same premises 
conveyed to James H. Loper by 
Deed of Kenneth S. Longtin, Sr. 
and Cheryl L. Longtin dated Sep-
tember 29, 1999 and recorded in 
the Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 10951, Page 360. 

The premises are to be sold 
subject to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restrictions, 

encroachments, building and 
zoning laws, liens, unpaid taxes, 
tax titles, water bills, municipal 
liens and assessments, rights of 
tenants and parties in possession, 
and attorney’s fees and costs. 

TERMS OF SALE: A de-
posit of FIVE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS 
($5,000.00) in the form of a 
certified check, bank treasurer’s 
check or money order will be 
required to be delivered at or be-
fore the time the bid is offered. 
The successful bidder will be re-
quired to execute a Foreclosure 
Sale Agreement immediately af-
ter the close of the bidding. The 
balance of the purchase price 
shall be paid within thirty (30) 
days from the sale date in the 
form of a certified check, bank 
treasurer’s check or other check 
satisfactory to Mortgagee’s at-
torney. The Mortgagee reserves 
the right to bid at the sale, to re-
ject any and all bids, to continue 
the sale and to amend the terms 
of the sale by written or oral 
announcement made before or 
during the foreclosure sale. If the 
sale is set aside for any reason, 
the Purchaser at the sale shall be 
entitled only to a return of the 
deposit paid. The purchaser shall 
have no further recourse against 
the Mortgagor, the Mortgag-
ee or the Mortgagee’s attorney. 
The description of the premises 
contained in said mortgage shall 
control in the event of an error in 
this publication. TIME WILL BE 
OF THE ESSENCE. 

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the sale. 
NewRez LLC d/b/a 

Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing 
Present Holder of said 

Mortgage, 
By Its Attorneys, 

ORLANS LAW GROUP PLLC 
PO Box 540540 

Waltham, MA 02454 
Phone: (781) 790-7800 

24-004738 
06/26, 07/03, 07/10/2025

TOWN OF PALMER
TOWN COUNCIL

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

The Palmer Town Council 
will hold a public hearing on 
Monday, July 14, 2025, at the 
Palmer Town Building, 4417 
Main St. (Thorndike), Palmer 
MA at 6:40 PM. Amending the 
Town of Palmer Zoning Map for 
a change of zoning districts from 
the Rural Residential District to 
the Neighborhood Business Dis-
trict. Two parcels are affected by 
this zoning amendment, specifi-
cally 3090-3092 Palmer Street 
(Map 29 Lot 1) and 3098 Palmer 
Street (Map 24 Lot 4). Anyone 
interested in being heard should 
appear at the time and place so 
designated.

Palmer Town Council 
07/03/2025

TOWN OF PALMER
TOWN COUNCIL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEAR-
ING

The Palmer Town Council will 
hold a public hearing on Mon-
day, July 14, 2025, at the Palm-
er Town Building, 4417 Main 
St. (Thorndike), Palmer MA at 
6:45 PM. Amending the Town of 
Palmer Zoning Map for a change 
of zoning districts from the Town 
Residential District to the High-
way Business District. Two par-
cels on Park St. are affected by 
this zoning amendment, specifi-
cally Map 55 Lot 143 and Map 
55 Lot 145.

Palmer Town Council 
07/03/2025

MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE 
OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain Mortgage given by Mat-
thew A. Tulloch to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for Mortgage 
Research Center, LLC dba Vet-
erans United Home Loans, its 
successors and assigns, dated 
September 16, 2019 and record-
ed with the Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds at Book 
22854, Page 351, subsequently 
assigned to CALIBER HOME 
LOANS, INC. by Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as mortgagee, as nominee 
for Mortgage Research Center, 
LLC dba Veterans United Home 
Loans, its successors and assigns 
by assignment recorded in said 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds at Book 24701, Page 352, 
subsequently assigned to AL-
LIED FIRST BANK, SB DBA 
SERVBANK by CALIBER 
HOME LOANS, INC. by as-
signment recorded in said Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds 
at Book 25135, Page 168 for 
breach of the conditions of said 
Mortgage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing same will be sold at 
Public Auction at 11:00 AM on 
July 10, 2025 at 3039 Pleasant 
Street, Palmer, MA, all and sin-
gular the premises described in 
said Mortgage, to wit: 

TWO CERTAIN PARCELS 
OF LAND IN BONDSVILLE, 
PALMER, HAMPDEN COUN-
TY, MASSACHUSETTS AS 
FOLLOWS: 

PARCEL I: A CERTAIN 
TRACT OF LAND SITUATE 
ON THE EASTERLY SIDE OF 
HIGH STREET IN BONDS-
VILLE IN SAID PALMER, 
CONTAINING 24 SQUARE 
RODS BOUNDED AND DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
BEGINNING AT A STAKE 
AND STONES ON THE EAST 
LINE OF SAID STREET, 
BEING THE SOUTHWEST 
CORNER OF THE LOT CON-
VEYED; THENCE EAST-
ERLY AT RIGHT ANGLES 

WITH SAID STREET, SIX 
(6) RODS TO A STAKE AND 
STONES; THENCE NORTH-
ERLY ON A LINE PARALLEL 
WITH SAID STREET, FOUR 
(4) RODS TO A STAKE AND 
STONES, THENCE WEST-
ERLY IN LINE PARALLEL 
WITH SAID FIRST LINE, SIX 
(6) RODS TO A STAKE AND 
STONES ON LINE OF SAID 
STREET; THENCE SOUTH-
ERLY ON LINE OF SAID 
STREET, FOUR (4) RODS TO 
FIRST MENTIONED BOUND. 
BEING THE SAME PREMIS-
ES DESCRIBED IN A DEED 
FROM LUTHER COLLIS TO 
JOHN BROWN DATED APRIL 
1, 1887 AND RECORDED IN 
BOOK 433, PAGE 171. 

PARCEL II: A CERTAIN 
TRACT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND SITUATE IN THE VIL-
LAGE OF BONDSVILLE IN 
SAID PALMER AND BOUND-
ED AND DESCRIBE AS FOL-
LOWS: BEGINNING AT A 
STAKE AND STONES ON THE 
EASTERLY SIDE OF PLEAS-
ANT STREET AT CORNER OF 
LAND OF SAID PATRICK J. 
BROWN; THENCE A.P.N #:86-
57 EASTERLY SIX (6) RODS 
ON LAND OF SAID BROWN 
TO A STAKE AND STONES; 
THENCE S. 07° 45’ W. ON 
LAND OF SAID BROWN 
AND LAND OF R. L. BOND, 
TWO HUNDRED FOURTEEN 
(214) FEET TO A STAKE AND 
STONES ON LAND OF WIL-
LIAM TAYLOR; THENCE S. 
74° 02’ ON LAND OF SAID 
TAYLOR, ONE HUNDRED 
TEN (110) FEET TO A STAKE 
AND STONES; THENCE 
S. 16° 34’ W. ON LAND OF 
SAID TAYLOR, THIRTY (30) 
FEET TO A STAKE AND 
STONES; THENCE S. 74° E. 
ON LAND OF JOHN CARMO-
DY’ S HEIRS, ONE HUNDRED 
TWENTY-FIVE (125) FEET TO 
A PINE TREE; THENCE N. 10° 
05’ E. ON LAND OF THOMAS 
CARMODY, FOUR HUNDRED 
TWENTY-EIGHT (428) FEET 
TO A STAKE AND STONES 
ON LINE OF SAID CARMODY, 
THREE HUNDRED EIGHTY 
(380) FEET SOUTHWESTER-
LY FROM A STONE MONU-
MENT ON THE WARE ROAD, 
MARKING THE BOUNDARY 
LINE BETWEEN LAND OF 
HIRAM E. W. CLARK AND 
ELBRIDGE G. HASTINGS 
AND LAND OF SAID CAR-
MODY; THENCE WESTERLY 
THROUGH A MAPLE TREE 
ON LINE OF LAND OF SAID 
CLARK AND HASTINGS, FIF-
TEEN (15) RODS TO A STAKE 
AND STONES AT LAND OF 
PETER WOODS; THENCE 
S. 07° 45’ W. NINE (9) RODS 
AND TWELVE (12) LINKS 
ON LAND OF SAID WOODS 
AND LAND OF DAVID FITZ-
GERALD TO A STAKE AND 
STONES; THENCE WEST-
ERLY ON LAND OF SAID 

FITZGERALD, SIX (6) RODS 
TO AN IRON PIN IN THE 
GROUND ON THE EASTER-
LY SIDE OF SAID PLEASANT 
STREET; THENCE SOUTH-
ERLY ON SAID PLEASANT 
STREET, FIFTY-TWO (52) 
FEET TO THE PLACE OF BE-
GINNING. 

BEING THE SAME PREM-
ISES CONVEYED TO THE 
MORTGAGOR HEREIN 
BY DEED OF MARY C. 
CHRABSZCZ TO BERECORD-
ED IN HAMPDEN COUNTY 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS IMME-
DIATELY PRIOR HERETO. 

The premises are to be sold 
subject to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restrictions, 
encroachments, building and 
zoning laws, liens, unpaid taxes, 
tax titles, water bills, municipal 
liens and assessments, rights of 
tenants and parties in possession, 
and attorney’s fees and costs. 

TERMS OF SALE: A de-
posit of FIVE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS 
($5,000.00) in the form of a 
certified check, bank treasurer’s 
check or money order will be 
required to be delivered at or be-
fore the time the bid is offered. 
The successful bidder will be re-
quired to execute a Foreclosure 
Sale Agreement immediately af-
ter the close of the bidding. The 
balance of the purchase price 
shall be paid within thirty (30) 
days from the sale date in the 
form of a certified check, bank 
treasurer’s check or other check 
satisfactory to Mortgagee’s at-
torney. The Mortgagee reserves 
the right to bid at the sale, to re-
ject any and all bids, to continue 
the sale and to amend the terms 
of the sale by written or oral 
announcement made before or 
during the foreclosure sale. If the 
sale is set aside for any reason, 
the Purchaser at the sale shall be 
entitled only to a return of the 
deposit paid. The purchaser shall 
have no further recourse against 
the Mortgagor, the Mortgag-
ee or the Mortgagee’s attorney. 
The description of the premises 
contained in said mortgage shall 
control in the event of an error in 
this publication. TIME WILL BE 
OF THE ESSENCE. 

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the sale. 

Servbank SB, f/k/a Allied Bank 
SB d/b/a Servbank 

Present Holder of said 
Mortgage, By Its Attorneys, 

ORLANS LAW GROUP PLLC 
PO Box 540540 

Waltham, MA 02454 
Phone: (781) 790-7800 22-

009322 
06/19, 06/26, 07/03/2025

Public notices

More legals on page 14

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

Community 
Autumn Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Send Us Your
Autumn Event

Information
Turley Publications will 

print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our 

Autumn Fest Supplement 
which will be published 

September 10, 2025.
Total circulation of 85,000 

reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
August 11.
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Public notices
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of 

the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by Joshua 
Labarre to “MERS”, Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., a separate corporation 
that is acting solely as nominee 
for PFN Lending Group, Inc., 
“Lender”; and its successors and 
assigns dated December 20, 2022 
and registered with the Hampden 
County Registry District of the 
Land Court, in as Document No. 
232,650 and noted on Certificate 
of Title No. 40100, as assigned 
by Assignment of Mortgage dat-
ed January 5, 2024; registered in 
Hampden County Registry Dis-
trict of the Land Court, as Doc-
ument No. 235,630 and noted on 
Certificate of Title No. 40100, 
of which mortgage the under-
signed is the present holder, for 
breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing the same will be sold 
at Public Auction at 11:00 AM, 
on July 24, 2025, on the prem-
ises known as 97 Laurel Road, 
Palmer, Massachusetts, the 
premises described in said mort-
gage, together with all the rights, 
easements, and appurtenances 
thereto, to wit:

That certain parcel of land 
situate in Palmer, in the County 
of Hampden and said Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, bound-
ed and described as follows:

Westerly by Laurel Road, one 
hundred thirteen and 12/100 
(113.12) feet;

Northerly by Lot 99 as shown 
on a plan hereinafter mentioned 
one hundred eighty (180) feet;

Easterly by Lot 106 as shown 
on said plan one hundred six-
ty-one and 03/100 (161.03) feet; 
and

Southerly by Lot 106 and by 
Lot 101 both as shown on said 
plan, a total distance of one hun-
dred eighty (180) feet.

Said land being shown as Lot 
100 on said plan.

All of said boundaries are 
determined by the Court to be 
located as shown upon plan 
number 30086-I the same being 
compiled from a plan drawn by 
Frank A. Meunier, Jr., Surveyor, 
dated February 9, 1973 and addi-
tional data on file with the Land 
Registration Office, all as modi-
fied and approved by the Court, 
which Plan is filed with Certifi-
cate of Title Number 16494.

Terms of Sale: These premis-
es are being sold subject to any 
and all unpaid real estate taxes, 
water rates, municipal charges 
and assessments, condominium 
charges, expenses, costs, and as-
sessments, if applicable, federal 
tax liens, partition wall rights, 
statutes, regulations, zoning, 
subdivision control, or other mu-
nicipal ordinances or bylaws re-
specting land use, configuration, 
building or approval, or bylaws, 
statutes or ordinances regarding 

the presence of lead paint, as-
bestos or other toxic substances, 
sanitary codes, housing codes, 
tenancy, and, to the extent that 
they are recorded prior to the 
above mortgage, any easements, 
rights of way, restrictions, con-
firmation or other matters of re-
cord.

The purchaser shall also bear 
all state and county deeds excise 
tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is 
to be paid in cash or bank or cer-
tified check at the time and place 
of the sale, with the balance of 
the purchase price to be paid 
by bank or certified check with-
in forty-five (45) days after the 
date of the sale, to be deposited 
in escrow with Guaetta and Ben-
son, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, 
Suite 208, North Chelmsford, 
Massachusetts.

In the event that the success-
ful bidder at the foreclosure sale 
shall default in purchasing the 
within described property ac-
cording to the terms of this No-
tice of Sale and/or the terms of 
the Memorandum of Sale execut-
ed at the time of the foreclosure, 
the Mortgagee reserves the right 
to sell the property by foreclo-
sure deed to the second highest 
bidder or, thereafter, to the next 
highest bidders, providing that 
said bidder shall deposit with 
said attorney, the amount of the 
required deposit as set forth here-
in within five (5) business days 
after written notice of the default 
of the previous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be 
announced at the sale.
Dated:  10:40:27
Present holder of said 
mortgage
NewRez LLC 
d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing

by its Attorneys
Guaetta and Benson, LLC
Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire
P.O. Box 519
Chelmsford, MA 01824

07/03, 07/10, 07/17/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
MONSON 

CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

Under the requirements of 
M.G.L. Chapter 131 §40, the 
Monson Conservation Commis-
sion will hold a public hearing 
on Wednesday, July 16, 2025 at 
7:20 PM in the Large Meeting 
Room, Town Office Building, 
110 Main St. Under consider-
ation is a Notice of Intent for a 
septic system repair within Riv-
erfront Area for the property lo-
cated at 4 King Lane, identified 
as Assessor’s Map 116, Parcel 
032. The Applicant is Pamela 
Lemay.

Monson 
Conservation Commission 

07/03/2025

P h i l i p 
Charles Chaffee, 
63, of Palmer, 
MA passed away 
June 22, 2025, at 
home surround-
ed by his family. 
He was born on 
December 18, 
1961, in Palm-
er, MA and was 
raised and lived in 
Monson, MA for most of his 
life until he returned to Palm-
er in 2006.  He was the son 
of Charles H. and Gloria O. 
(Elsworth) Chaffee.

Phil was a heavy equip-
ment operator most of his 
life.  He was a member of 
the IOUE Local 98.  After 
13 years with Palmer Paving, 

he went on to be-
come a trainer for 
the Local rising 
to President Busi-
ness Manager.  
Phil retired in Oct. 
of 2021. 

Phil loved 
fishing and hunt-
ing. He loved to 
cook and made 
varieties of spe-

cialties including his famous 
soups, kielbasas, jerkies and 
sausages.  

Besides his parents, Phil-
ip was predeceased by his 
two brothers, Earl and David 
Chaffee.  He is survived by his 
wife of 42 years of marriage, 
but together for 50 years, Ja-
mie (LeBlanc) Chaffee, his 

two sons Daniel Chaffee and 
Brian Chaffee (Carrie).  He 
will be missed by his siblings 
Judith Hinchey (Joe), Ma-
rie Stockwell (Ray), Donald 
Chaffee (Joanne) and his in-
laws, Michelle Slozak (Ste-
phen), Cheryl Jacobs (Thom-
as), Andre LeBlanc (Tammy) 
Charlene Meacham (Donald) 
and Yvette McDonald. He 
will be greatly missed by 
Judy and Suly Sullivan. His 
buddy David and his hunting 
and fishing buddy John Lizak.   
He will be missed by many. 
At his request the burial will 
be private, and a celebration 
of life will take place at a lat-
er date. Beers & Story Palmer 
Funeral Home was entrusted 
with the arrangements.

Philip Charles Chaffee

Obituary

DEATH NOTICES
Philip Charles Chaffee
Died June 22, 2025
Services are private
Beers & Story Funeral Home

Janina A. Pryga
Died June 20, 2025
Services July 5, 2025
Beers & Story Funeral Home

T H R E E 
RIVERS—Jani-
na A. Pryga, 85, 
passed away at 
her home June 
20, 2025.  Born 
in Tarnów, Po-
land on April 26, 
1939, she was the 
daughter of Jan 
and Maria (Sa-
jdak) Safianek.  
Janina grew up in Poland 
and moved to Three Rivers 
in July of 1960 when she 
married her first husband, Jo-
seph Dziedzic.  In 1973 she 
received her hair dressing li-
cense and worked for many 
years at Tambrands in Three 
Rivers.  Janina was a com-
municant of Divine Mercy 
Parish and devoted member 

to the Rosary So-
dality and Divine 
Mercy’s Pol-
ish picnic.  Her 
green thumb was 
evident with her 
amazing gardens 
and her love of 
travel with her 
second husband, 
Waclaw Pryga,  
to Poland and 

Florida was an enjoyed pas-
time.  Janina’s social person-
ality kept her on the phone 
with many dear friends.  Be-
sides her husband, Waclaw 
of Poland, she also leaves 
behind her nephew, John 
Dziedzic and his wife Lor-
raine of Three Rivers along 
with their family; niece, Jen-
ny Majocha of Hudson, MA, 

and her family along with 
cousin, Janina Stachowicz 
of Ware and her two sons, 
Robert and Edward who was 
also Janina’s Godson.  Her 
Goddaughter, Jane (Toczek) 
McCarrick and dear friend, 
Donna Czyzewski along 
with the entire ladies of the 
Rosary Sodality will also 
fondly remember her.  A vis-
itation will be Saturday, July 
5 from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
at the Beers & Story Palmer 
Funeral Home with a Mass 
at Divine Mercy Parish.  
Burial will follow in Sts. Pe-
ter & Paul Cemetery. In lieu 
of flowers, please consider 
donations in her memory to 
Divine Mercy Parish, 2267 
Main St., Three Rivers, MA 
01080.

Janina A. Pryga

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

More legals on page 14

High School 
of Commerce 
holding 50th 

Class Reunion
SPRINGFIELD – The 

High School of Commerce 
Class of 75 is holding their 
50th class reunion.

It will take place at the 
Storrowton Tavern, West 
Springfield, MA, on Saturday 
August 30, 2025 at 6 p.m. 

Contact Janet at 
jan0826@comcast.net to 
learn more.

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Journal Register

In Loving Memory of 

Joan & Babe Brothers

Remembering you with love, 
your family

In memory of...
Babe

Brothers
Missing You,
Your Family

S

S

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Journal
Register
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

ELECTRIC MINI BIKE. New 2024 
Greenworks, 60V with two 8.0 oh batteries, 
dual port, 128 lbs. 25 mph max, 20 mi. radi-
us, 90 minute charge, black/green. $1350. 
413-575-6448.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE
221 BRECKENRIDGE STREET, 
PALMER. Holiday decorations, blow 
molds, Snow Buddies, household misc., 
tools, car parts, etc. July 4th through 
July 13th, 8am-5pm.

ESTATE SALE. 6 Wheeler Road, 
West Brookfield. Saturday-Sunday, 
July 12-13, 1pm-5pm. Old tools, refriger-
ator, furniture, rain or shine.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanted. 
Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage hunting, 
camping, cast iron cookware, advertising, 
motorcycles, clothing.  Call Ken (413)433-
2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTORS

Residential electrical service, mini splits, 
EV chargers, smoke detection. 

Fully insured. Licensed #22882A. 
Mike 413-210-9140.

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable.

Luis Arroyo #20773A. 
Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 
35+ yrs of happy customers. 

508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior 
Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks. 
Competitive pricing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowingw

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE – Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

MINIATURE SCHNAUZER PUP-
PIES, AKC reg. Salt/ Pepper. Vet checked, 
first shot, non shedding. Ready now, $1500. 
413-782-2305

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
is now accepting applications for a

FULL-TIME police officer. 
Review of applications begins immediately. 

Visit www.hampdenpolice.com
for more information. EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
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Base Price
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$28.50
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Base Price
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$30.50
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$31.00
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$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00
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$33.50

Base Price
$34.00
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$34.50
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$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.
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www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA

413-525-3532

Po
rt

er 
Road Pet Care

Boarding . Day Care .
 Gr

oo

mi
ng

 

Porter Road Pet Care

www.porterroadpetcare.com

Save $5
on Daycare, 
Grooming 

or Boarding 
Services

Limit 1 coupon per pet.
Expires 7/31/25

• Day Care 
• Boarding                         
 Web Cams  
 Heated 
 Large 
 Indoor/Outdoor 
 Accommodations
 Playtime Available - 
 Fenced in 
 1/4 Acre Lot

• SPA Services 
   Available
 Bathing
 Haircuts
 Maincures

PET PAGEPET PAGE
PET OF THE MONTH

Meet Ziggy!Meet Ziggy!

He was the Williams’ best Christmas 
present ever. He loves to visit his mom’s 
work friends at Ludlow Family Dentistry, 
digs holes on the beach and have the 
zoomies. He’s a great vehicle traveler, 
enjoys stealing socks and swimming.  

All around love bug too!
Crystal & Dave Williams

ELDOTC
East Longmeadow Dog

Obedience Training Club
Classes held at 

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience

Obedience Training - 
Beginner to Utility

For Information or to Register
Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com

Start Your 
Puppy or Rescue 
Off Right With 

Obedience Training 
at ELDOTC!

• “Saturday In the Park!”
 Every Saturday at Post Office Park, Wilbraham
 12 noon - Pack Walk
 1:30 p.m - Basic Obedience & Socialization
 All ages & breeds - $20 each - Attend 1 class or both!
• Wednesday Nights in Belchertown
 Obedience & Socialization Group Classes. Located on the 

common area in front of Christopher Heights & Belchertown 
Day School. All ages & breeds. 5:30 p.m. - $20 each

• Private training in your home
• Intro to your puppy or new rescue training 
• Basic obedience, life and manners training
• Behavior modification

Start our Puppy 
Program as soon 
as you bring your 
new puppy home!
Training at a young age 

creates a good foundation 
of behavioral and social skills 

that are great steps in 
having an amazing dog

413-246-0859 • AKC Certified

ATTENTION
READERS! 

Send in your pet picture for our 
“Pet of the Month” and receive a 

FREE weekend get-away or 
spa package for your pet 

courtesy of Porter Road Pet Care. 
Email your photos to: 

jwalker@turley.com. Please include 
your name and your pet’s name.

Wilbraham Animal Hospital
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 • esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Evenings & Saturdays

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 

William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM

Denise Chiminiello, DVM
Leah Guidry, DVM

Madison Harris, DVM
Nicholas Schipper, DVM

Now Accepting
New Patients!

Advice To Dog Owners: Beware of Grass Awns! 

Cheatgrass has a tall, bushy 
appearance with reddish-brown, 
bristle-like seeds.

Foxtail looks like bushy, fluffy 
clusters — which are actually 
dangerous, spiky seed pods. 

Wild rye grass has long, 
slender leaves with needle-like 
seed husks on the top.

(Adapted from 
Dr. Marty Goldstein)

Many dog parents don’t 
realize it but certain grass 
awns are SUPER dangerous 
to your dog. And there’s a 
good chance some of these 
dangerous awns are growing 
in your neighborhood right 
now. When you and your dog 
are out on your next walk keep 
a close eye out for grass awns. 
I’m sharing a handy grass 
identification guide so you 
can know what to look for and 
can keep your dog safe from 
these hazardous plants. Awns 
are little seeds which grow on 
certain grasses and they’re 
very common during spring 

and summer. In fact, you’ve 
probably seen them out and 
about before and not realized 
what they are! Grass awns 
can look like pokey bristles, 
spikes, barbs or delicate, 
fuzzy wisps. And even though 
they might look harmless they 
are a MAJOR health hazard for 
your dog. If  your dog brushes 
against them, grass awns 
can get stuck in their fur or 
ear which can lead to serious 
skin irritation or an infection. 
And if your dog inhales grass 
awns or accidentally munches 
on them they can actually 
embed themselves in your 
dog’s mouth and throat. In 
some cases, these tiny grass 

awns can even travel down to 
your dog’s tummy and other 
organs which can lead to a 
major medical emergency. 
Try to avoid these entirely, but 
accidents can happen. So, if 
your dog does  come in contact 
with any of these dangerous 
grasses or shows signs of a 
grass-awn injury like gnawing 
on one specific area, shaking 
their ears, limping, or having 
tummy troubles… visit your 
veterinarian ASAP so they can 
give your pup the care they 
need. To be extra safe give 
your dog a full body check 
after being outside to make 
sure grass awns aren’t hiding 
in their coats, ears, or paws.

Detailed transfers 
reflect careful 

budget management
The transfers stemmed 

from a mix of operational 
surpluses and unforeseen ex-
penses. Gasoline budget lines, 
in particular, proved a reliable 
source of surplus due to sus-
tained lower-than-expected 
fuel prices. Several line items 
benefited from these excess 
funds, including legal ser-
vices, clerical salaries, and 
even bank fees.

Among the more signif-
icant transfers was a $3,000 
shift from the Public Proper-
ty gasoline account to Legal 
Services. Robinson explained 
the move was driven by high-

er-than-anticipated legal costs 
stemming from union negoti-
ations and personnel issues. 
“This really is just making 
sure we have that buffer so 
that we’re not trying to wor-
ry about prior year bills come 
October,” she said. The trans-
fer follows a larger $40,000 
adjustment made in May.

Another $3,000 trans-
fer, from Police Salaries to 
Ambulance Salaries, was 
approved to cover overtime 
costs resulting from forced 
ambulance shifts amid staff-
ing shortages.

The Planning Board also 
received a $500 boost for un-
anticipated legal advertise-
ment expenses, and the Coun-
cil on Aging’s gasoline budget 
was augmented by $1,000 to 

account for a vendor change 
and fuel cost increases. Rob-
inson noted, “They have a 
new vendor and with that, 
prices have changed.”

A particularly techni-
cal correction involved a 
single-dollar transfer to the 
Long-Term Debt Interest line 
to resolve a minor calculation 
error. Robinson admitted with 
a laugh, “I looked back at our 
debt schedule and thought, I 
don’t know how I did that… 
maybe transposed a num-
ber.” Committee members re-
sponded with lighthearted re-
marks: “A reluctant second,” 
and, “Banker’s nightmare to 
write a check less than a dol-
lar.”

All eight transfers were 
approved unanimously.

Behind the numbers: 
Staffing, contracts, and 

future planning
Several of the transfer 

discussions prompted ques-
tions about staffing and con-
tract obligations. A $1,000 
transfer to cover a clerical 
salary shortfall in the Build-
ing Department related to 
a comp time payout led to 
questions about union cover-
age and compensation policy. 
Robinson clarified the payout 
was for time accrued from 
July through October, which 
under the union agreement, 
must now be flexed going for-
ward.

The committee also 
touched on upcoming labor 
negotiations. Robinson con-
firmed she would be repre-

senting the town in FY26 
talks with the IBPO (the po-
lice union), noting that the 
Fire Department remains 
non-unionized and that oth-
er groups, including AFMH 
and contracted employees, 
are not currently in negotia-
tion. She added that the town 
accountant would support the 
process with financial docu-
mentation.

When asked about the 
town’s remaining excess levy 
capacity, Robinson admitted 
she didn’t have the figure im-
mediately available but prom-
ised to provide it at a later 
date.

Looking Ahead: 
Special Town Meeting 

Prep in the Fall

The Finance Commit-
tee’s next meeting was sched-
uled for Monday, Sept. 29 at 
7 p.m., where members will 
elect a new Chair and Vice 
Chair, review general finan-
cial updates, and begin prepa-
rations for the fall Special 
Town Meeting expected in 
October or November.

Robinson noted she 
would be out of state from 
September 15–19, and the 
selected meeting date avoids 
conflicts. In her words: “The 
money’s not going any-
where.”

The meeting adjourned 
with a unanimous vote and 
light-hearted thanks for ev-
eryone’s patience during a 
particularly warm evening.

FINCOM  ❙  from page 1


