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PALMER

Town Planner
discusses grants,
ongoing projects

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

PALMER - At this
week’s Town Council meet-
ing, the Town Planner made
a presentation on the depart-
ment’s ongoing projects and
pending grants.

The Monday, July 13
meeting began with Coun-
cil President Barbara Barry
welcoming incoming mem-
bers Jan McCoy and Ryan
Gauthier to the council, and
congratulating Phil Hebert
on his re-election. The coun-
cil then appointed Jennifer
Jerome to the Housing Au-
thority, with a term to end
June 30, 2029.

The meeting involved
a presentation from Town
Planner Heidi Mannarino
and Conservation Agent Jes-
sica Ladin on the work done
by the Planning Department
to oversee land use and zon-
ing in the town. Mannarino
said that the department is
made up of herself, the Town
Planner and Administrative
Assistant Maxwell Ballou,
and that it works with the
Planning Board and the
Zoning Board of Appeals,
each made up of five elected
members.

Mannarino provided an
overview of the work the de-
partments have done over the
previous year. The Planning
Board approved 12 Subdi-
vision Approval Not Re-
quired plans, eight Site Plan
Approvals with four minor
amendments to SPA, which
included four earth removal
permits, 11 special permits,
and eight large-scale storm-
water permits. The ZBA
saw three variances for find-
ings, and one administrative
appeal, which Mannarino
noted is more than in recent
years.

Mannarino then went
on to describe projects to
note for the previous year,
including the expansion
of the Healthcare Center,
which also involves collab-
oration from the Conserva-

tion Commission.

“They’ll have about 76
beds total with their new
addition,” Mannarino said.
“It lines up pretty well with
some planned sewer infra-
structure improvements over
there.”

Other projects Man-
narino mentioned included
a 10-building self-service
storage facility approved at
Chamber Road, the redevel-
opment of a former bank to
a retail liquor store on Park
Street, the construction of a
new commercial building at
1524 Park St., earth remov-
al operations that were re-
newed for a three-year term,
and the redevelopment of
the former Thorndike Gram-
mar School, which is being
converted into 14 apartment
units at 4023 Main St.

Mannarino then de-
scribed zoning amendments
and regulatory updates that
were being discussed by the
council, including the pro-
posed updates to the Table
of Use.

“The Planning Depart-
ment worked closely with
the Pioneer Valley Planning
Council throughout 2025
to try and put all of our use
tables into one large table,”
Mannarino said. “This has
been an issue before, because
we have exclusionary zoning
in Palmer, so if it’s not listed
on the table, it’s not allowed.

“There were some dif-
ferences in interpretation
with having separate tables,”
Mannarino continued. I
think having one monolithic
table will be a little more us-
er-friendly.”

Mannarino said that
there will be clarifications of
uses and definitions, as well
as new uses included. The
department is also work-
ing with PVPC on updating
subdivision rules and regu-
lations, which have not been
updated since 2003.

“Some of the appen-
dices are still even hand-
drawn,” Mannarino said.
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By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @ turley.com

THREE RIVERS — This
weekend, the town celebrat-
ed an exciting afternoon of
games, music, food, and com-
munity with the annual sum-
mer Artisan Market.

On Friday, July 10, food
trucks, farmers, and artisans
were invited to Hryniewicz
Park from 3-8 p.m. for a sum-
mer market sponsored by the
Chamber of Commerce. Be-
tween free admission, live
music, 40 unique artisan ven-
dors, and even a clown, the

event provided fun for the
whole community.

“We put this on for the
local community and for the
families to come out and en-
joy a nice night with music,”
said Vicky Baldyga, Board
Member and Treasurer of
the Chamber. “It’s just a nice
night for families to come by
and walk around and hear the
music, and it’s free of charge,
of course.”

The Chamber has been
putting on these markets
for years, starting after the
COVID-19 pandemic and reg-
ularly holding them in town.

“Last year we had it at
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the Church of Divine Mercy
because they were doing work
around the Common,” Baldy-
ga said. “We like to have it in
Three Rivers, as there are a lot
of families around there who
like to come.”

The Chamber’s Vice
President, Carol Seaver, is
the Chair of the event, and
was in charge of booking the
band, soliciting crafters, and
securing permits. One partic-
ular hurdle was finding out on
short notice that the town had
changed its law on the sale of
beer.

“It used to be that the
beer guy was able to just sell,”

Frances Griffin to the annual
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Matt Lemieux and
Peg Matthew welcome

summer Artisan Market.

on

Seaver explained. “Now, they
wanted a Beer Garden that
was specifically set up.”

A highlight of the market
was a live performance from
the gazebo by The Willies,
who were described by orga-
nizers as “excellent.”

“They even came out into
the audience,” Seaver recount-
ed. “One of the guitarists was
actually in the audience with
the people, playing his guitar
as he’s walking around. There
was a lot of involvement in
that aspect.”

Ahead of the market,
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ELECTION

The race is on for U.S. Senate

Rep. Seth Moulton

challenges
Sen. Ed Markey

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - The race
for the Senate is on, and last
Wednesday, July 8, 79-year-
old incumbent Sen. Ed Mar-
key (D) took the stage in the
first televised debate against

challenger 47-year-old Rep.
Seth Moulton (D-MA-06),
right here in Western Mass.

This was the 1st official
debate between the candi-
dates, as the state primary
election fast approaches, on
Sept. 1, with early voting be-
ginning on Aug. 22.

The debate was includ-
ed panelist from multiple lo-
cal media outlets.

Markey, the incumbent,
is seeking another six-year

term. He was first elected
to the House of Representa-
tives in 1976 and has served
in the Senate since 2013.
If victorious, Markey con-
fessed this would be his last
year running for re-election.

“I need one more term
to finish the agenda, this
progressive agenda,” Mar-
key stated. “And then I will
step down. But we need
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PALMER

Town reminisces on Bicentennial Parade durlng Library Watch Party

Seated left to right Mary Thompson (volunteer), Amy Golenski (librarian.) Standing left to right Matt Fontaine (intern), Helene
0Connor (librarian), Layne Holcomb (intern), volunteers: Chapel Hewes, Tanner Kirk, Trevor Smola hosted the watch party.

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @ turley.com

PALMER - This week-
end, the library hosted a
watch party for the video of
the town’s Bicentennial Pa-
rade.

After the video of the
1976 Parade was shown
during the watch party on
June 20, members of the
community expressed to li-
brary staff that they didn’t
get to see enough of it, and
so the library arranged a sec-
ond watch party for the vid-
eo, which was held this past
Saturday, July 11.

Librarian Helene
O’Connor said that the
three-hour parade was cut
down to an hour of video
highlights by the library’s
intern, Matthew Fontaine.

“People loved watching
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MONSON

Select Board
speaks with

highway and
school depts.

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

MONSON - During its
meeting on Tuesday, July 14,
the board was advised on up-
coming highway construction
and community events and
received a request regarding
the Municipal Financial Sus-
tainability Task Force.

Highway Surveyor Ben
Murphy advised the public
that next Monday, the town
will be putting rubberized
chip seals on 4,500 feet of
Bumstead Road from Route
32 and lower Mayhill Road.
Murphy explained that this
method had previously been
used on Bogan Road and
Robbins Road.

“It’s melted tires, but
they take the metal out and
all the carbon, so it’s actually
a green way of doing things
now,” Murphy said. “It will
lay out about an inch of the
rubber, and then you put stone
onto it and it all cools down in
less than 15 minutes and you
can travel on it.”

Murphy provided fur-
ther facts about the process.
Approximately 1,400 tires
are being used for the square
yardage of the area, and each
tire weighs approximately 10
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Baystate Wing Hospital
among the most socially
responsible in the nation

PALMER - Baystate
Wing Hospital has been
named one of the most social-
ly responsible hospitals in the
nation, earning an Honor Roll
spot on the 2026 Lown Hos-
pitals Index. Ranked No. 21
nationally and No. 1 in Mas-
sachusetts, Baystate Wing, is
one of only 160 out of more
than 3,600 U.S. hospitals
achieved this status by earning
top grades across measures of
health equity, value, and out-
comes.

The Lown Hospitals In-
dex for Social Responsibility
is the only national ranking
that examines how equita-
bly care is delivered, how
well hospitals invest in their
communities, and whether
patients receive high-value
care that avoids unnecessary
procedures, in addition to tra-

ditional measures like clinical
outcomes and patient safety.
More than 50 metrics con-
tribute to a hospital’s overall
score.

This marks the fifth con-
secutive year Baystate Wing
Hospital has been recognized
on the Lown Hospitals Index
Honor Roll, reflecting its sus-
tained commitment to deliver-
ing equitable, high-value care
while improving the health of
the communities it serves.

“This recognition high-
lights the dedication of our
team, who work each day to
fulfill our mission of deliv-
ering compassionate, quali-
ty, and accessible care while
advancing the health of our
communities for all,” said
Karli Barrett, President and
Chief Operating Officer of
Baystate Wing Hospital. “As

we advance toward becoming
a High Reliability Organiza-
tion, we are building a culture
where safety, equity, quality,
and continuous improvement
guide every decision. Being
named among the nation’s
most socially responsible hos-
pitals affirms our commitment
to exceptional care, better
health outcomes, and ensur-
ing every patient receives the
support they need to thrive.”

“Honor Roll status is
earned by hospitals meeting
the highest standards across
the breadth of our metrics,”’
said Vikas Saini, MD, pres-
ident of the Lown Institute.
“They aren’t just clinically
excellent, they’re deeply com-
mitted to the communities
they serve and work hard to
ensure all patients get the care
they need.”

Kids ON TRACK
at Union Station
held on Aug. 1, 2

REGION — On August
1 & 2, the Amherst Railway
Society, CTrail, and Spring-
field Union Station are
jointly sponsoring Kids ON
TRACK at Union Station in
Springfield, Massachusetts.
Area model railroad
clubs will have operating
model railroads set up in the
Union Station concourse,
and children (of all ages)
will have a chance to run
trains. Model railroads are
fascinating to watch. But,
the real thrill is getting a
chance to run your own
train. And, that’s what Kids
ON TRACK is all about.
CTrail is offering $5
round-trip train rides be-
tween Springfield and Hart-
ford both mornings, August
1 & 2 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
And, Maggie the Rail-

road Clown will be at the
event performing magic
tricks, juggling, and creating
balloon wizardry. Maggie is
a graduate of the prestigious
Ringling Bros. and Barnum
& Bailey Clown College.
She spent four years travel-
ing with the Greatest Show
On Earth.

Kids ON TRACK is a
national effort by the model
railroad industry to encour-
age young modelers, and
link model railroading to
STEM education.

There is no charge for
this event and the Union
Station parking garage, lo-
cated on Main Street, will be
offering a special $2 event
parking fee.

For more on Kids ON
TRACK, visit: amherstrail.
org/kids-on-track/.

Annual
Water

quality
report

available

MONSON - The 2025
annual water quality con-
sumer confidence  report
for Monson are available at
https://www.monson-ma.
gov/622/Water-Quality-Re-
port-CCR-Index.

Hard copies are available
at Monson Town Hall located
at 110 Main Street, Monson
Free Library located at 2 High
Street, and Monson Senior
Center located at 106 Main
Street in Monson, Mass.

Please call 413-267-
4130 if you would like a pa-
per report delivered to your
home. This report contains
important information about
the source and quality of your
drinking water.

Hitchcock’s Summer Concert Series rocks Brimfield Town Common

BRIMFIELD -
The Hitchcock  Summer
Concert Series sponsored by
Country Bank will take place
on Wednesdays, 6 to 8 p.m.
now through Aug. 19 on the
Brimfield Town Common. In
the case of rain, concerts will
move to Thursday. A food
truck will be on site at each
event. Picnics are also wel-
come; chairs and blankets are
encouraged.

After a weeklong hia-
tus for July’s Brimfield Flea
Market, The New England
Digital Accordion Orches-
tra returns on July 22. Con-

ducted by Sam Falcetti, the
nation’s first digital accordi-
on orchestra features about
20 musicians from across
New England. Using state-
of-the-art Roland digital
accordions, the group repli-
cates the sounds of various
instruments like flutes, trum-
pets, and a rhythm section
to showcase an impressive
range of genres including
Big Band, Broadway, Eth-
nic, Country, and Rock. BT’s
Smokehouse will return on
this evening.

July 29 is all about pol-
ka with the return of The

Eddie Forman Orchestra,
also known as “E.F.O0.”, is a
western Massachusetts polka
band that has been perform-
ing before audiences since
1968. Eddie Forman started
the band while he was still
in high school, and has been
creating and recreating music
ever since, garnering one of
the largest polka followings
in the New England area. Off
The Hook will be the eve-
ning’s featured food truck.
Aug. 5 brings the Brim-
field debut of The Willies - a
popular, community-focused
classic rock and Americana

band based out of Belcher-
town. The band performs
across the Western Mass re-
gion, playing high-energy
hits from the 1950s through
the 1980s, modern country,
and rock standards. Flippin’
the Bird BBQ returns for this
concert.

Long-time series favor-
ite CobbleStone Road of
Connecticut returns on Aug.
12 with high-energy country.
Well-known throughout the
region for playing modern
and classic country hits from
the 1990s to today, their en-
ergetic style mixes classic

country with rock and blues.
Smashing Patties will have
their concert series debut this
evening.

The series closes out on
Aug. 19 with Hard Knox, a
Westfield-based party rock
and cover band known for
their  high-energy  shows
and “forgotten classics” set-
list. Instead of regular cover
tunes, they play unique, un-
derappreciated gems from the
“70s and ‘80s, making them a
fixture in the Western Mass
and Northern Connecticut
music scenes. BT’s Smoke-
house will return to bookend

this year’s food truck lineup.

In addition to Present-
ing Sponsor Country Bank,
this program is supported
in part by a grant from the
Brimfield Cultural Council,
a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural
Council.

For more informa-
tion, visit www.hitchcock-
academy.org. Hitchcock
Academy is a community
center located at 2 Brook-
field Road in Brimfield serv-
ing the community with ed-
ucational, recreational, and
cultural programming.

Annual Mary Farm
picnic set for Aug. 2

PALMER - The
Apostolate of the Suffer-
ing invites the community
to its Annual Mary Farm
Picnic on Sunday, August
2, from 12:30 to 4 p.m.,
rain or shine, at Mary
Farm, 1915 Ware Street,
Palmer.

Enjoy a delicious
lunch featuring hamburg-
ers, hot dogs, side dishes,
and homemade desserts.
Admission is just $10 for
adults and $5 for children
under 10, with tickets
available at the door.

Be sure to visit Me-
morial Hall, the beautiful-
ly renovated barn, where
you’ll find raffle baskets
and the Mary Farm Gift
Shop. Memorial Hall is
accessible, and restrooms
are available for your con-
venience.

Proceeds benefit the
mission and ministries of
the Apostolate of the Suf-
fering at Mary Farm.

Mary Farm looks for-
ward to welcoming you
for an afternoon of good
food and fellowship.

Friday, Movie Matinee
at 12:30 p.m.

with drinks and popcorn
July 17 - “One Life” —
The incredible true story of
Nickholas “Nicky” Winton,
a young London broker who
helps rescue hundreds of pre-
dominantly Jewish children
from Czechoslovakia in a
race against time before Nazi
occupation closes the borders
on the verge of World War
II. Fifty years later Nicky is
haunted by the fate of those

The Library Loft

Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer

We are celebrating our

20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.

Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm + Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm « Fri. 10am-4pm « Sat. 10am-2pm

HorE 10 SEE YOU THERE

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.
Flease, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 263-3330 ext. 100

e Bobcat Work

e Lot Clearing

e Emergency Services
¢ Firewood $285/cord

¢ 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
e Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
* 100% Workers Compensation ¢ 60 Ton Crane

H: 508-867-6119 < C: 978-888-1693

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library
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McNeely Tree Service
Insured ¢ References
e Hazardous Tree Removal

M1 I =" 1)

DEADLINE

The Journal Register deadline for public submissions to Mondays.
To get your submission in for that week’s edition space permitting,
email Editor at journalregster@turley.com
or call the office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays.

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

Palmer

he wasn’t able to bring to
safety

July 24 - “Song Sung
Blue” tells the true story of
Milwaukee couple Mike and
Claire Sardina, who find love,
pur-pose, and second chanc-
es by forming Neil Diamond
tribute act Lightning & Thun-
der.

July 31 - “Between the
Temples” - A grief-stricken
cantor in crisis of faith finds
his world turned upside down
when his grade school music
teacher re-enters his life as his
new adult Bat Mitzvah stu-
dent. The two for-lorn soles
develop a special connection

Senior Center

in this unorthodox comedy
from Nathan Silver.
Monday Evening
Programs
4:30 p.m.
July 20 - Pour Painting
July 27 - Sunflower
Bucket w/Kim cost is $5
Activities
July 20 - *New program
Chair Volleyball. Come join
the fun. Mondays at 10 a.m.
July 20 - QVCDC/Bay-
state Connect Informational
- Come learn transportation
options for doctor appts. and
getting around locally.
July 29 - Fairy Lantern
w/lights w/Kim. Cost $5.

Sample at center.

Upcoming Events

Aug. 1 - Cosmic Base-
ball Game at Polar Park in
Worcester. Tickets limited,
cost is $40 prepaid, no re-
funds. Includes transporta-
tion.

Sept. 11 - Annual Picnic
at Pulaski Park, 11 a.m. to 2
p.m., Entertainment by The
Gemstones, meal by Tony and
Penny Catering. Enjoy tasty
food, good friends, and great
entertainment. Cost $15 due
when you sign up.

Please Sign up for all
Programs by calling 413-283-
2670 Ext. 3.

Keep Museum celebrates the nation Aug. 2

MONSON — As a part of
our programming to celebrate
our nation’s 250th anniversary,
the Keep Homestead Museum
will welcome consulting his-
torian Dennis Picard on Sun-
day, Aug. 2 as he presents his
lecture “Dragoon, Musketeer,
Prisoner: The Hessians of the
Revolutionary War in Western
Massachusetts.”

Even though there were
no battles in Western Mass.
during the American Revolu-
tion, there were Hessian sol-

Visit us at

WWww,

turley

com

/ CORRECTIONS The Journal Register will gladly correct factual\
errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will
always appear on Page 2 or 3. To request a correction, send an
email to: journalregister@turley.com, or call (413) 283-8393.

Corrections may also be requested in writing at:
\ Journal Register, Attn: Editor, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA, 01069 /

diers here. Folklore says that
these soldiers were mercenar-
ies purchased by King George
to fight the rebellious colonies.
Hear how these men got to
our area, why they were here,
who they really were, and why
some remained in our regions.

Dennis Picard of West-
field is a living history inter-
preter who has held key lead-
ership roles at several historic
sites including Sturbridge Vil-
lage and Storrowton Village
Museum. He continues to ed-

ucate the public about history
doing reenactments, lectures,
and craft demonstrations.

The program starts at 1:30
p-m. in the barn and is open
to the public free of charge
though donations are wel-
come. Visitors ae welcome
to tour the museum from 1 to
3:30 p.m. to view new patriot-
ic button displays and enjoy
refreshments.

For more information
about the museum visit www.
keephomesteadmuseum.org

Tanya

773.301.8156

Nikolic

Professional Photographer

Product | Commercial | Real Estate/Drone Photography

tanyanikolic.photo@gmail.com
www.tanyanikolic.com

1430 Park St,, Palmer, MA 413-283-4501
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School

Staff Report

Last Wednesday, the first
placed collection box at Mon-
son Savings Bank branch in
Ware kicked off the start of
the school supply collection
drive sponsored by the Three
Rivers Chamber of Com-
merce and the Ware Business
& Civic and Beyond organi-
zations.

This year’s school supply
drive marks the second year of
the collection drive program.
Participating locations will
serve as a drop off destination
for local citizens to donate
school supplies to benefit stu-
dents from the Ware, Palmer
and Monson schools districts.

“We started this collec-
tion drive last year on the
suggestion of Barbara Barry,
Town of Palmer Town Coun-
cil Chairperson, to support
the students of the Palmer
schools. I thought we could
partner with the WBCA&B
and have that organization
support both the Palmer and
the Ware schools systems and
its students with their own
collection locations”  said
Matt Lemieux, Three Rivers
Chamber of Commerce Pres-
ident.

The collection drive ex-
panded from the towns of
Ware and Palmer to include
locations in Monson. WB-
CA&B President Dan Flynn
organized several locations in

supplies neede

[ Al

Kate Blackwell, Assistant Branch Manager of Monson Savings Bank in Ware, presents the

school supply collection location.

Monson to serve as collection
locations.

“Last year, at the conclu-
sion of the drive, town coor-
dinators brought truckloads
of supplies to their respective
schools. Our common goal
this year is to collect even
more supplies,” said Flynn.

Monson Together came
on board this year to coordi-

nate the Monson locations.

“Each of the three towns
have more locations this year
than last year, and we are very
excited” said Diane Vadnais,
Palmer coordinator.

“Heading up the Palm-
er side is an opportunity to
make sure local students start
the school feeling prepared,
confident, and supported. It is
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amazing that having the right
supplies can make a huge
difference in a child’s self es-
teem and success. Sometimes
it helps them feel like they fit
in because they have what all
the other students have” said
Vadnais.

The school supply collec-
tion drive runs though Friday,
Aug. 21.

® School Supply List
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School Supply List
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Displayed is the collection spot at Palmer Public Library for
school supplies drop off. See page 8 for ad with supply list.

Participating drop off
locations are found at Cedar-
brook Village, Cluett’s Ap-
pliance Center, Dhillon Den-
tistry, Hakim Medical Center,
Hanna’s on Main, Monson
Savings Bank, Moulton Insur-
ance Agency, Ware Town Hall
and Westfield Savings Bank

in Ware, Monson Savings
Bank, The Better Bean and
TJ’s Tavern in Monson, and
Palmer Town Hall, Palmer Se-
nior Center, Palmer Library,
J. Stolar Insurance Agency,
Phriends Coffee, Mustang
Seats and Nick’s Sporting
Goods in Palmer.

PHS Class of "76 plans August reunion

PALMER - Do you
have the Spirit of *76? With
the 50th anniversary of
Palmer High School’s Class
of 1976 this year, a reunion
of classmates and faculty at
the end of the summer has
been planned for Aug. 28
at Salem Cross Inn, 260 W.
Main St., West Brookfield. It
will be a summer option for

those unavailable in the fall,
when a separate Class of *76
group is planning a reunion
on Oct. 17.

The event at Salem Cross
will begin with cocktails at 5
p-m., and dinner will start at
6 p.m., offering a menu of
cheese and crackers, garden
salad, and entrees of Rustic
Chicken, Honey Dijon Salm-

on or Vegetarian Option.
Tickets for the summer event
will be $50, which will in-
clude a tip.

For the Aug. 28 registra-
tion link, which includes pay-
ment options online and by
post, contact Suzanne Strem-
pek Shea at sess7@comcast.
net. RSVP and payment are
due no later than Aug. 10.

PALMER - The Palm-
er High School Reunion
Committee invites the 1976
graduates of PHS AND the
1976 graduates of Pathfind-
er Regional High School
to a 50th Anniversary Re-
union Party on Saturday,
Oct. 17, 2026 from 5 to 10
p.m.

Faculty is also wel-
come.

Graduates and guests
are invited to eat, drink and
be reunited in the outdoor
venue at Vanished Valley
Brewing Co., 782 Center
Street, Ludlow. The cost
is $35 per person, includes
entertainment — Kingdom

PHS ’76 fall reunion set for Oct. 17

of Jones Band — and a BBQ
style buffet with cornbread,
salad, BBQ ribs, BBQ
chicken, pulled pork, mac
n’ cheese, rice and beans
and coleslaw.

Save the date. Spread
the word. R.S.V.P. and
methods of payment infor-
mation to be provided soon.

Here Today Adopted Tomorrow's Feline Fun Day Aug. 1

BRIMFIELD - Here
Today Adopted Tomorrow
(HTAT) invites cat lovers of
all ages to its annual Feline
Fun Day on Saturday, August
1, 2026, at the Brimfield Win-
ery. This free, family-friendly
event brings the community
together for an afternoon of
fun while raising funds to sup-
port shelter cats and HTAT’s
community programs.

Visitors can browse local
craft vendors, enjoy delicious
food, sip wine from the win-
ery’s own selection, listen to
music, and try their luck at
exciting raffles throughout the
day. Guests will also have the
chance to enjoy kitten cud-
dling with some of HTAT’s
youngest residents. While the
kittens won’t be available for
adoption at the event, they’re
sure to bring plenty of smiles.
Whether youre spending
the day with family, meeting
friends, or simply celebrat-
ing your love of cats, there’s
something for everyone to
enjoy.

Every dollar raised by
HTAT during Feline Fun
Day helps provide care for
shelter cats while supporting
programs that keep pets with
the families who love them.
Through services like low-
cost spay and neuter, a pet
food pantry, and other com-
munity assistance programs,

HTAT works to ensure that
cats and their owners have ac-
cess to the support they need.
As more families face finan-
cial challenges each year, the
organization remains com-
mitted to being a trusted re-
source for pets.

HTAT Executive Direc-
tor Rachael Max says Feline
Fun Day is about more than
just a fun afternoon; it’s about
bringing the community to-
gether for a shared cause.

“Every person who at-
tends, shops with a vendor,
or purchases a raffle ticket
helps make a difference for
cats both inside and outside
our shelter,” said Max. “It’s
a wonderful opportunity to
have fun while supporting
programs that strengthen our
entire community.”

Feline Fun Day will take
place on Saturday, August 1,
2026, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

at Brimfield Winery, 35 Main
Street, Brimfield, MA 01010.
Admission is free. For more
information, visit www.here-
todaysanctuary.org or call
413-324-8224.

About Here Today
Adopted Tomorrow
Animal Sanctuary

Here Today Adopted To-
morrow (HTAT) was found-
ed by mother-daughter team
Barbara Horn

and Rachael Max. HTAT
is a volunteer driven group
focused on helping cats and
the people who love them in
our community. In 2012 we
opened our no kill, cageless
cat adoption center for adult
cats and Kkittens in Brimfield,
MA. It is deeply important to
us that every resident’s stay
at HTAT is comfortable and
healthy, making for well-ad-
justed, happy animals. Short-
ly after opening, we realized
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R Lot 2 Briar Cr. Ware
UPSCALE ESTABLISHED

Walking distance to schools
Town water and sewer

SUBDIVISION
Cul de sac
Mother in law /
ADU possibilities

Underground electric
By owner $94,995
413-324-0135

[ ]
Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo.
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible
apartments when available.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

CPPORTUNITY

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

&

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

there were more homeless
cats than we could handle
by adoption alone. We be-
lieve that pets are cherished
members of the family and
that every cat deserves care,
respect, and the chance to
thrive, no matter their circum-
stances. We have programs
to help special needs -cats
flourish and get adopted, as
well as community assistance
programs to help pet owners
keep their pets, such as our
Pet Food Pantry, low-cost
spay-neuter program, and
free cat behavior program.
Each year, HTAT helps over
1,500 animals and their fam-
ilies. For more information,
visit heretodaysanctuary.org.
Visit Here Today Adopt-
ed Tomorrow on Facebook
at facebook.com/heretoday-
sanctuary, and follow us on
Instagram at @heretoday-
adoptedtomorrow.

CAMPUS
NOTES

Peritz named to Salve Regina
University’s 2026 Dean’s List

NEWPORT, RI — Morgan Peritz of Bondsville was
named to the Dean’s List during the spring 2026 academ-
ic semester at Salve Regina University. To qualify for the
Dean’s List, students must earn a semester grade point av-
erage of 3.6 for full-time students completing at least 12
graded credits, or a semester grade point average of 3.8 for
part-time students completing at least six credits.

Rayleonard named to
Dean’s List at Bates College

LEWISTON, ME - Delaney Rayleonard of Palmer,
Mass., was named to the Dean’s List at Bates College for
the Winter semester ending in May 2026. This is a distinc-
tion earned by students whose grade point average is 3.92
or higher. Rayleonard is still considering a major at Bates.

s PALMER’S
(4l NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

» % Front Parking Lot

~ Rain or Shine ~

Tuesday, August 4th 6-8pm
Palmer Police Department

A FUN, FREE EVENT FOR ALL AGES!
This community-building evening is all about
fostering positive relationships and unity &

k -
B 9
J

»

— "y d
POLICE ¢ COMMUNITY ARTN“E'RSHIPS

throughtout the town. Enjoy an evening of
connection, safety awareness, and family-
friendly fun. We hope to see you there! =%
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Viewpoints

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

i

Dear Rusty:

I am writing to get ad-
vice on the optimal time to
sign up for Social Security
benefits.

I am a 64-year-old
female and my birthdate
is August 1961. My hus-
band is already taking his
SS benefits, so I have also
wondered if it be advisable
to take spousal benefits or
full benefits.

Signed:
Wondering Spouse

Dear Wondering:

If you take your Social
Security benefits at age 64,
they will be permanently
reduced.

And, for information,
you cannot take only your
spousal benefit; you must
take your own SS retire-
ment benefit whenever
you claim and, if you are
entitled to more as your
husband’s spouse, you will
also get a “spousal boost”
to bring your monthly pay-
ment up to what you are
entitled to as a spouse.

If you claim at any
time before your SS Full
Retirement Age of 67, both
your own SS retirement
amount and your spousal
boost amount will be actu-
arially reduced for claim-
ing early.

All of which means
that claiming before your
FRA (e.g., at 64) will mean
your monthly benefit will
be less than 50% of your
husband’s monthly FRA
amount.

Now, for clarity, it’s
important to know how
spouse benefits are calcu-
lated: if your FRA entitle-
ment is less than 50% of
your husband’s FRA enti-
tlement, then you will get
a “spousal boost” added
to your own SS retirement
amount.

Note that FRA
amounts are always used to
calculate spousal amounts,
regardless of the age at
which benefits are claimed.
If your husband waited un-
til age 70 to get a higher
monthly benefit or even if
he claimed before his FRA,
your spousal amount would
still be based on his FRA
entitlement. If your FRA
benefit is less than half of
his FRA entitlement, you
will get a spousal boost. If
not, you won’t.

Assuming you will
be entitled to a “spousal
boost,” the decision you
must make is whether to
claim early (e.g., now at
64) or wait until you are
67 to get your maximum
amount as your husband’s
spouse. The factors to con-

Should I claim spouse
benefits now, or my own
Social Security benefit?

sider are these:

Are you still working?
If so, claiming before FRA
means you will be subject
to an annual earnings limit
until you reach FRA. The
earnings limit for early fil-
ers in 2026 is $24,480 and,
if that is exceeded, SS will
take away benefits of $1
for every $2 you are over
the limit (the limit increas-
es a bit yearly).

If you substantially
exceed the earnings limit
by working, you may even
be temporarily ineligible
for SS benefits until you
either reach your FRA or
stop working full time.

Do you expect your
husband to predecease
you? If so, then your bene-
fit as a widow will be 100%
of the larger amount he is
collecting when he passes
provided when that occurs
you’ve reached your FRA
and your own SS retire-
ment is less.

Depending on timing,
that may mean that taking
a reduced spouse benefit
now, which will be re-
placed by your larger wid-
ow benefit later, is a logical
choice.

What is your own life
expectancy? If you have
health issues or have oth-
er reasons to believe you
will not achieve “average”
life expectancy average is
about 87 for a woman your
current age, then claiming
your Social Security bene-
fits early is likely a prudent
choice.

So, as you can see, you
must evaluate your person-
al circumstances to make
this decision. Although we
aren’t able to say exact-
ly when you should claim
your SS benefits, I hope
this provides the informa-
tion you need to make an
informed decision.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory  or
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.

Black and white warbler

y daughter, Pau-
la, saw a black and
white warbler and as

the name implies it has black
and white feathers.

The black and white
warbler is easy to spot and
easy to recognize. Its former
name was the black and white
creeper. Like the white-breast-
ed and red-breasted nuthatch-
es and the brown creeper, it
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Endless supply of ﬂowers for the windowsill

rnust admit that
I feel unmo
t1vated in
the flower
garden this
summer.
It took me
forever
to sow my
seeds, and
even longer
to install the
resulting plants.

The seedlings finally
went into the ground a good
two weeks after Memori-
al Day (gasp!) but they are
making up for lost time de-
spite my bad attitude! Just
last week the first bouquet
graced the kitchen window-
sill.

In a few weeks I will
have a collection of different
vases filled with flowers in
that very spot; it’s something
I look forward to doing ev-
ery summer. But if I am go-
ing to have flowers to fill the
vases, | have to keep up with
maintenance.

It’s not enough to sit
back and watch them grow.

Here is some great ad-
vice worth repeating that
will help to keep summer
annuals looking their best.

Deadhead

Most annuals will con-
tinue to bloom abundantly
if they are deadheaded on a
regular basis. Deadheading
is an entertaining term used
to define the removal of
spent flowers.

You see, a plant produc-
es flowers for one purpose:
to survive. Once a flower
has been pollinated it will
produce seed, seed that will
grow future plants.

If a plant has produced
enough flowers that have
gone to seed it will consid-
er its job to be done, flower
production will cease and it
will begin to decline.

By deadheading, we
keep the plant in re-
productive mode,
in other words,
in flower!
When you re-
move dying
blossoms,
make sure to
pinch off the
entire flower,
not just the petals, or
it will do no good. Include

the stem as well to keep the

plant tidy.
Petunias,

zinnias and salvia, among

marigolds,

others, are examples of
plants that require regular
deadheading to look their
best throughout the growing
season.

Shear them back to

encourage new growth

Some annuals  start
to get a leggy appearance
about now. Others may have
brown tips. These plants re-
quire more drastic measures
to bring back their youthful
good looks.

Give them a good hair-
cut. Simply look within
the plant and find healthy,
green growth. Cut calendu-
las, pansies and snapdragon
back to that point.

Alyssum or lobelia can
often be sheared to within
inches of the ground.

Don’t worry; they won’t
look bad for long! You can
jump start regrowth with a
bit of liquid fertilizer.

Feed your plants

Occasionally, even
plants that are well fertilized
at planting time begin to
have issues. If foliage is pale
and flower production is nil,
pull back the bark mulch and
sprinkle some organic fertil-
izer granules at the base of
each plant.

Cultivate
water in.

You can also use a water
soluble liquid fertil-
izer every cou-
ple of weeks.
If going
natural s
your cup of

tea, make
some!

Com-
post or ma-
nure tea has
long been used to keep

gently and

growth lush. Steep a burlap
bag of either compost
or aged manure in
a large trash
bucket  filled

with water and
use as need-
ed. Smaller
batches can

be made right
in a watering can.

Likewise, there
are numerous blends

of seaweed and fish
emulsion on the market that
can be watered in or used as
a foliar feed.

Water, water, water

If Mother Nature fails
to provide at least an inch of
rain each week, then unfor-
tunately we must make up
the difference. It is so easy
to forget to perform this very
obvious maintenance task,
especially when we are busy
doing other things.

If we are negligent of-
ten enough, however, our
plants will suffer.

Sometimes pale green
foliage is a nitrogen defi-
ciency from simply a lack of
water. When you water the
garden, remember to do so
in the early morning, if pos-
sible, to avoid evaporation.

Early evening is anoth-
er good option, but try to get
the job done with enough
time for the foliage to dry
before darkness sets in.

Deep waterings twice a
week are far better than nu-
merous quick showers. The
former will promote deep,
penetrating roots and future
drought tolerance.

Well-watered, well-fed
and well-groomed annuals
will reward you with beau-
tiful bountiful blossoms for
another two months or more
— well worth the effort for
vases of flowers on the win-
dowsill!

Roberta McQuaid
graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture
at the University of Massa-
chusetts. For 34 years she
has held the position of staff
horticulturist at Old Stur-
bridge Village. She enjoys
growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette @
turley.com with “Garden-
ing Question” in the subject
line.
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By Ellenor Downer

climbs about on the trunks and
major limbs of trees seeking
insects in the bark crevices.
It often feeds low, and nests
even lower, usually on the

ground.
This warbler inhabits
forests, woodlands, shrubs,

Savannas, and thickets from
Alaska and the north, Califor-
nia, eastern Canada, Florida,
Great Lakes, mid Atlantic,
New England, northwest,
Plains, Rocky Mountains,
southeast, southwest, Texas

and Western Canada.

Spring migration begins
rather early and takes place
mainly at night. Migration is
spread over a lengthy period
in both spring and fall.

The sexes are similar
and are about 4.3 to 5.1 inch-
es long. The black and white
warbler feather pattern is
stripes, white central crown
stripe and black streaks on
back and sides.

The adult male has black
throat and cheeks and the fe-

male and young paler or whit-
ish there.

Their song is a thin, high-
pitched, monotonous “weesy-
weesy-weesy-weesy” like a
squeaky wheelbarrow. The
call is a chirp or chip.

The black and white war-
bler breeds in mature or sec-
ond-growth forests, deciduous
and mixed. Males arrive on
breeding grounds in late April,
before the females.

During courtship, a male
chases female, with much
singing and fluttering. The
female lays five creamy white
eggs flecked with brown
in a cup shaped nest on the
ground or less than than two
feet above under dead leaves
or limbs or against a shrub or
tree. They are commonly par-
asitized by cowbirds.

Both parents feed the
young and the young leave the
nest in eight to 12 days after

hatching. The young are able
to fly well.

Adapted to creeping
along limbs and on tree trunks
to feed, they forage on dor-
mant insects from tree trunks
and branches in early spring.
They switch body from side
to side at each hop while for-
aging. Sometimes, they fly out
after insects in the air.

They eats primarily in-
sects. It feeds on a wide va-
riety of caterpillars including
those of spongy moth, beetles
including bark beetles, click
beetles, and wood borers,
ants, flies, bugs, leathoppers,
aphids and other insects, spi-
ders and daddy longlegs.

Massachusetts

Audubon sightings

Unusual bird sightings
reported in late June to the
Massachusetts Audubon So-
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editor policy

Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length,
and guest columns between
500-800 words. No unsigned
or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require that the
person submitting the opinion
also include his or her town of
residence and home telephone
number. We must confirm
authorship prior to publication.
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or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous,
unsubstantiated allegations,
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Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
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Palmer MA 01069
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journalregister@turley.com
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for consideration is
Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Journal Register welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s
election campaigns by writing letters
to the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from
local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign
issues should be sent to The Journal
Register, care of Turley Publications,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069,
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed
to journalregister@turley.com. Please
include a daytime telephone number
for verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received by
noon Monday to be considered for that
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written
by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last
edition before the election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage,
the newspaper plans to print stories
about contested races for Congress,
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election,
as well as a question-and-answer
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor
will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in
The Journal Register.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication.

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have
an event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form
and as a Word doc or plain email text — no PDFs or flyers,
please — to journalregister @turley.com.

UPCOMING

VENDORS FOR
THE BAYSTATE WING HOSPITAL GIFT SHOPPE
July Vendors
July 21 - Wicked Good Treats

WALES PUBLIC LIBRARY
ACTIVITIES
Friday, July 17
* Wiggles & Wonder (Ages 0-3) - 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday, July 21
* Tween & Teen Terrariums — 3 p.m.
Wednesday, July 22
¢ Plushie Sleepover
* Wales Tales Story Time - 12:15 p.m.
* Move with Fun and Games - 1:15 p.m.
Friday, July 24
* Wiggles & Wonder (Ages 0-3) - 10:30 a.m.
Monday, July 27
* Rock Painting — 2 p.m.
Wednesday, July 29
* Wales Tales Story Time - 12:15 p.m.
Thursday, July 30
» Wildlife on Wheels by Forest Park Zoo — 1 p.m.
Friday, July 31
* Wiggles & Wonder (Ages 0-3) - 10:30 a.m.

AUGUST 1

Feline Fun Day returns to Brimfield Winery: A Day of
Cats, Crafts, Music, and Community Fun. Looking for a fun
summer outing? Feline Fun Day returns on Saturday, August
1, 2026, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m at Brimfield Winery, and ev-
eryone is invited. Hosted by Here Today Adopted Tomorrow
(HTAT), a cage-free cat shelter based in Brimfield, Feline Fun
Day is a celebration of cats and community with something
for all ages.What to expect: Visit friendly shelter kittens (not
available for adoption at the event); Local craft and artisan
vendors; Live music throughout the day; Wine and beer in a
relaxed outdoor setting; Raffles with fun prizes. All proceeds
support HTAT’s work keeping cats safe, healthy, and support-
ed in our community. Bring your friends, bring your family,
and enjoy a relaxed summer day of shopping, music, and fe-
line fun. Learn more at heretodaysanctuary.org.

ONGOING

WALES CHURCH FARMER’S MARKET - Located in
the church pavilion across from the post office on the corner
of Route 19 and Monson Road. We will be open every Satur-
day morning from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. beginning on Memorial
Day weekend and running throughout the summer until Labor
Day weekend. We offer homemade baked goods, local honey,
crafts, flea market items, antiques, and fruits and vegetables
when in season. Vendors are welcome and there is no charge
to set up a table.

2025-2026 Drama & Dance Program Beginning Septem-
ber 11th and running through May on Thursdays at PHCC.
Does your child love dancing and acting? All levels and ages
5 plus welcome. (Drama students must be able to read.) Also
offering Adult Hip Hop & Lyrical Dance Classes. Students
must be available for show date in May. Date TBD. Adult
class students can dance in show or choose not to as long as
requested ahead of time. Contact: trulytorie2000@ gmail.com
for more info and to register.

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or
both. Brimfield Winery at 35 Main Street in Brimfield. Check
brimfieldwinery.com for any variations.

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2 to 4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice
different crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. For
more information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely Rd.,
Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hiking,
snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be
found in the parking lot. For more information call 413-267-
4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit keep-
homesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month
in the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild
is a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplish-
ments, from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues
are $55 a year. Follow them on Facebook for more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30
p.m., every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St,
Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute begin-
ners and beginners, and participants get to dance to all types
of music. $10 per class. Please wear comfortable footwear,
no sandals.

there,” Brothers said, adding
that in a couple years, the tech-
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Council to discuss if we want
to extend that.”

ment Plant will be closing out
soon, and the department is

“This is in great need of an up-
date, so we’re really excited to
be working with them.”

Council Member Matt
Lemieux took the opportuni-
ty to ask Mannarino about the
town’s preparation for data
centers.

“Data centers have been
in the news in a lot of oth-
er communities around us,”’
Lemieux said. “What are we
doing to be one step ahead
when a company approaches
Palmer?”

Mannarino said that, due
to the town’s exclusionary
zoning policy, because data
centers are not explicitly al-
lowed in the table of use, that
it would be easy to prevent.

“My interpretation of that
would be, unless the town puts
that as an allowable use on our
table, then it would be prohib-
ited,” Mannarino said.

This prompted a discus-
sion on the council’s opinions,
with Lemieux mentioning that
a data center could provide tax
revenue for the town. Council-
lor Phil Hebert, however, took
a stance against bringing data
centers into the community.

“Al, number one, in my
opinion, is evil. It’s taking too
much control over people’s
lives.” Hebert said. ““You’re ru-
ining your resources, so what’s
the price you want to put on
ruining your resources?”’

Town Manager Brad
Brothers said that the issue
could be reviewed once the
technology has been figured
out at other sites, but that it’s
not an allowable use under the
current regulations.

“What’s really the big
negative on it is the infrastruc-
ture cost for the power to get

nology might be figured out.

Mannarino listed grants
that the department has ap-
plied for and is working on,
including the design for the
Thorndike and Shearer Street
sewer improvements.

“That design is now com-
plete,” Mannarino said. “We
also submitted a grant this
year for $5 million through the
Mass Works Program for the
construction of the sewer im-
provements, which would also
include a pump station.

Mannarino  then  de-
scribed the ongoing design
and engineering for culvert re-
placements at Bacon and West
Ware Road.

“The second phase for
final design and permitting
was just completed at the end
of this fiscal year,” Mannari-
no said. “That award was for
$88,000, so now, with permits
in hand, we’re ready to move
towards the construction phase
for those projects.”

Further grants included
the DLTA grants with PVPC
and the culvert replacement
project for Route 181, which
the Conservation Department
applied for several grants for
years ago, but, due to factors
relating to COVID, the cost
to construct was much higher
than the award amount and the
project wasn’t completed at
the time.

“We were just awarded
over $700,000 for the con-
struction of this culvert so
that it meets stream crossing
standards and also reduces po-
tential flooding impacts in that
area,” Mannarino said.

Mannarino said that the
heat pump replacement proj-
ect at the Wastewater Treat-

still working on the Mass Cen-
tral Rail Trail feasibility study
to look at potential obstacles
along the route.

“We have a lot of river
crossings on our route of the
MCRT,” Mannarino said. “Es-
pecially for the short term, I
think we’re potentially look-
ing at some temporary spurs
and workarounds so people
can still use the trail through-
out our community.”

Finally, Mannarino men-
tioned a Municipal Vulnera-
bility Preparedness grant that
was submitted to assess areas
that are vulnerable to flood-
ing in town. Lemieux asked
if the Hazard Mitigation Plan
already identifies those areas,
and Council Vice President
Jessica Ferry forwarded the
most recent version of the plan
from 2023 so that Mannarino
could look it over.

Another pending grant

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday at the
Palmer Library at 1455 N. Main St. Free and open to the pub-
lic. Play available board and card games or bring your own.
Must be 16 or older unless accompanied by an adult. No Reg-
istration Required — just show up! Questions? Call 283-3691,
or email palewis19 @yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WINTER
SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is
located on Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range State
Park. DCR Interpretive staff will be available for visitors.
Coming in January, programs will also be offered to highlight
the Range’s special nature in winter, see the park web site for
details.

QI GONG: Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy
Emerson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.

POETRY CORNER LTS

Strawberry e

The springtime beckoned at our doorside,
To lightly say where the berries were;
Soon down from the nail a basket we took,
And set off to find out where.

Through the neighbor’s stonefast field we went,
And laughed with the barking dogs — then paused
By the pond where contestants gathered,

In the annual race of the frogs.

Cajuggering, juggering marked their stations,
And the cantering into the bog —
Soon the winner swelled as pride will do,
In an elevated place upon a log.

We left them to their splashing rituals,
On another errand we were bent;
For up ahead was Strawberry Lane,
And followed along to where it went.

You were standing five years old that Spring,
And nearer far to the ground - than I
Whose winters were beginning to show
On the day when the berries were found.

Leafy hats with brims of lace, concealed
Humble clusters - fancied in red, —
But blue, blue eyes could see them all
And placed some into the basket’s bed;

And carried sleepily back across the time
Where the children will come each day.
Whose elders only visitors are,
However long the wish to stay.

Too soon, tendrilled clouds reappeared
And took the sun to where it went down,
And we listened, listened where it might land,
But heard only the nearer sound. —

O’r I wish, I wish to go once more,
With you down Strawberry Lane
And there to kneel before your heart,
When we go there once again.

— Charles Barnes

is the Community Planning
Grant Application for form-
based code zoning in the De-
pot Village center, which ex-
amines the form of building
and how it interacts with the
street, in the interest of pro-
moting mixed use and walk-
ability. Lemieux asked why
this was limited to Depot Vil-
lage and not the other villages,
and Mannarino said that it was

0,

due to cost. Low cost
“While we can start by -

implementing it in one place, tUtorIng &

we can also use what we learn SChOl arShlpS

from that to implement it into
the other village centers,”
Mannarino said. “Because I'm
not super familiar — I've never
implemented form-based code
myself — we wanted to go for
a grant and bring in a profes-
sional consultant to make sure
that we’re not adopting any-
thing that could potentially be
problematic.”

“If we get the grant, we
could also ask for a quote to
incorporate everyone and then
come back to us,” said Broth-
ers. “I believe there’s a small
match that the town had to
contribute on this, anyway.
If we need that, let’s say it’s
another $10,000, it might be
worth bringing back to the

are available!

We’re a private,
non-profit
organization at the
Palmer Public Library,
here to help you meet
your educational and
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!
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ciety included swallow-tailed
kites in Mashpee, a Mississip-
pi kite in Harwich and a Frank-
lin’s gull and two royal terns in
Provincetown.

Central ~ Massachusetts
sightings in the Ware River
watershed included: a great
blue heron, belted kingfisher,
yellow-bellied sapsucker, two
northern flickers, two eastern
wood pewees, two alder fly-
catchers, two least flycatch-
ers, three eastern Phoebes,

four great crested flycatchers
and two eastern Kkingbirds,
a yellow-throated vireo, a
blue-headed vireo, six war-
bling vireos, 110 red-eyed
vireos, a common raven, two
red-breasted nuthatches, two
house wrens an eastern blue-
bird, 43 veery, a hermit thrush,
awood thrush, 34 gray catbirds
and four cedar waxwings.
Also reported were a blue-
winged warbler, four yellow
warblers, seven chestnut sided
warblers, three black-throat-
ed warblers, three green war-

blers, a Blackburnian warbler,
seven pine warbles, on prairie
warbler, three black and white
warblers; two redstarts, 56
ovenbirds, 28 yellow-throat-
ed warblers, a Canada war-
bler, nine scarlet tanagers, Six
eastern towhees, a field spar-
row, three swamp sparrow, a
rose-breasted grosbeak, four
indigo buntings, two bobolinks
and three red crossbills.
People may report a bird
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or w
texting 774-262-5882.

oPFloor
LEARNING Tutors Needed

Contact Us For More Information

413-544-6600 . ¢

emgil: director@topfloorlearning.org
phttps://topfloorlearning.org/g .. »

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional &
Educational Goals

For English Language Learners, HiSET
English, Writing & Math
Computer/Tech

COMPUTER SECURITY

Need a secure password?
Been Phished? Fake emails?

Social Engineering - How to avoid!
What to do when you’re hacked
June 17 at 1 p.m. $20
Top Floor Learning Computer Lab

Basic Computer Use

Resumé Building & Updating
English Language Learning
GED/HiSET Preparation
Reading, Writing, Math
Citizenship Exam

SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

Starting April 8, tutors will be available

from 1:30 to 6:30 pm on Wednesdays




PAGE 6

July 16, 2026

I THE JOURNAL REGISTER

Business

Figlio restaraunt
celebrates
4th anniversary

Last Sunday, Bobby
D’Agostino and his staff at
Figlio celebrated their four
year anniversary.

“We opened four years
ago with a purpose of love
of food and service” said
D’Agostino. “My daughters
and granddaughter help me
serve my customers with a
traditional Italian cuisine
and more.”

“When I was looking to

open a restaurant, I fell in-
love with this location given
its old world look. We even
use the bar which has been
here for years” said D’ Agos-
tino.

Figlios is located at
1366 Main Street in Palmer
as is open Wednesday and
Thursday 11:30 am to 7 pm,
Friday and Saturday 11:30
am to 9 pm and Sundays 12
pm to 5 pm.

Figlio owner and chef, Bobby D’Agostino and Kristin Trauschke,
host the anniversary gathering.

Attendees enjoy the meal at Figlio.

Puplic safety

Staff member Kelly Mayo and patron Silvio Dewolf welcomed attendees to the gathering.

Palmer Police Logs

During the week of July
5-11, the Palmer Police De-
partment responded to 81
building checks, 42 motor ve-
hicle stops, five motor vehicle
violations, 97 information-
al calls, 16 assists to other
agencies, 28 medical, emer-
gencies, 13 well being checks,
10 animal complaints, 25
calls for officers wanted, 13
alarms, six out of jurisdiction
calls, 10 silent, accidental,
abandoned or hung up 911
calls, seven investigations
and four transports,

Sunday, July 5

6:47 am. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Palmer

10:16 a.m. Suspicious
Vehicle, Central Street

11:30 a.m. Disturbance,
Walnut Street

11:47 am. Civil Com-
plaint, Pine Street

11:49 a.m. Hazard Wire/
Pole/Tree, Smith Street and
Peterson Road

12:04 p.m. Found Prop-
erty. Forest Lake, River Street

1:37 p.m. Weapons Vio-
lation, Woodland Heights

5:01 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

5:15 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Bacon Road

6:32 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, South Street

6:33 p.m. Medical Lift
Assist, Brittany Drive

7:01 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Old Warren Road

7:55 p.m. Check Well
Being, Springfield Street

8:56 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Palmer Police Depart-
ment, Main Street

9:40 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Palmer Police Depart-
ment, Main Street

Monday, July 6

12:54 a.m. Noise Com-
plaint, Desimone Drive and
Mount Dumplin Road

4:45 a.m. Alarm Burglar/
Hold-up/Panic, Third Street

9:23 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Sykes Street

9:28 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Allen Street

11:29 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, Thorndike Street
and Pine Street

12:21 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Repossession, South Main
Street

1:09 p.m. Disturbance,
Main Street

1:10 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Temple Street

1:22 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Main Street

2:36 p.m. 911 Acciden-
tal, Wright Street

2:42 p.m. 911 Silent,
Center Street

3:16 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Palmer Road

3:16 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Ford Street

4:02 p.m. Check Well
Being, Overlook Drive and
Calkins Road

4:24 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Shearer Street

5:12 p.m. Check Well
Being, Memory Lane

5:12 p.m. Warrant Ser-
vice, Main Street

5:53 p.m.
Alarm, Main Street

6:05 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Mount Dumplin Road

6:58 p.m. 911 Aban-
doned, Kelley Street

7:16 p.m. Investigation,
South Main Street

8:06 p.m. 911
Wright Street

9:54 p.m. Check Well
Being, Pleasant Street

11:26 p.m. Cruiser Trans-
port Courtesy, Main Street

Medical

Silent,

Tuesday, July 7

12:59 a.m. Suspicious
Vehicle, Park Street

2:51 a.m. Suspicious Ve-
hicle, North Main Street

4:09 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Woodland Heights

10:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, Thorndike Street

10:19  am. Medical
Alarm, Main Street

12:40 p.m. Hazard Wire/
Pole/Tree, Peterson Road

2:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, Thorndike Street

3:29 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Quaboag Valley Co-
Op

4:08 p.m. Hazard Wire/
Pole/Tree, Boston Road

4:56 p.m. Hazard Wire/
Pole/Tree, Baptist Hill Street

5:41 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Mt. Dumplin Road

5:57 p.m. Check Well
Being, Pleasant Street

6:14 p.m. Hazard Wire/
Pole/Tree, Foster Street

7:38 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Beacon Drive

8:16 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, North Main Street

8:40 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Mt. Dumplin Road

9:04 p.m. Fire/Smoke,
Church Street

11:04 p.m. Medical
Emergency, Smith Street

Wednesday, July 8

1:58 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Accidnet, Commercial Street

Arrest: Mya J. Adler, 20,
Three Rivers

OUI Liquor or .08%;
Leave Scene of Property
Damage; Negligent Op-
eration of Motor Vehicle;
Marked Lanes Violation

2:44 a.m. Hazard Wire/
Pole/Tree, Ware Street

2:58 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, State Street

Arrest: Bryan Kreon, 65,
Stafford Springs Connecticut

OUI Liquor or .08%;
Negligent Operation of Motor
Vehicle; Marked Lanes Viola-
tion

5:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, Wilbraham Street

Arrest: Jason M. Wilkon-
son, 26, Chicopee

OUI Liquor or .08%;
Negligent Operation of Motor
Vehicle; Marked Lanes Viola-
tion; Leave Scene of Property
Damage

6:32 a.m. Found Proper-
ty, Wilbraham Street

8:29 a.m. Cruiser Trans-
port Arrest, Sykes Street

9:24 a.m. Medical Alarm,
Beacon Drive

9:56 a.m. Cruiser Trans-
port Arrest, Sykes Street

10:03 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, Summit Drive

11:15 a.m. Cruiser Trans-
port Arrest, Sykes Street

11:49 a.m. Hazard Wire/
Pole/Treem Anderson Street

12:13 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Accident, High Street

12:23 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Accident, Prospect Street

12:30 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Fire, Mass Turnpike Inter-
change 63, Thorndike Street

1:18 p.m. Alarm Burglar/
Hold-Up/Panic, Depot Street

1:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, Randall Street and
North Main Street

1:34 p.m. Investigation,
Wilbraham Street

1:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, Shearer Street

1:51 p.m. Investigation,
North Main Street

2:15 p.m. Theft, Flynt
Street

2:18 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Michael Drive

2:47 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Flynt Street

3:26 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Winthrop Street

3:51 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Diane Street

4:09 p.m. Property Re-

turn, Pleasant Street

5:15 p.m. 911 Hang Up,
Palmer

6:00 p.m. Investigation,
Main Street

6:27 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

7:12 p.m. 911 Misuse,
Wright Street

7:49 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Park Street

8:02 pm.
Alarm, River Street

8:13 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Shearer Street

9:46 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Shearer Street

10:42 p.m. Gathering,
Wright Street

11:16 p.m. Check Well
Being, Wright Street

Medical

Thursday, July 9

6:54 a.m. Investigation,
Commercial Street

7:11 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, River Street and Stim-
son Street

10:05 a.m. Property Re-
turn, Baptist Hill Street

11:57 a.m. Found Prop-
erty, Thorndike Street

1:01 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

2:27 p.m. Soliciting, For-
est Street

2:36 p.m. Theft, Pine
Street

2:45 p.m. Theft, South
High Street

2:46 p.m. Drug/Narcot-
ics Violation, Central Street

2:52 p.m. Soliciting, For-
est Street

3:06 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Wright Street

3:19 p.m. Soliciting,
Belchertown Street

3:54 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Sykes Street

6:02 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Thorndike Street

10:09 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, State Street and Jim
Ash Street

Arrest: Karen A. Spen-
cer, 58, Ware

OUI Liquor or .08%,
2nd Offense; Lights Violation
Motor Vehicle; Marked Lanes
Violation

11:26 p.m. Suspicious
Vehicle, Wilbraham Street

11:50 p.m. Alarm Bur-
glar/Hold-up/Panic, Belanger
Street

Friday, July 10
2:24 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Rockview Street
6:20 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Fenton Street

7:41 am. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Beacon Drive

8:32 a.m. Lost Property,
Main Street

9:10 a.m. Alarm Burglar/
Hold Up/Panic, Wright Street

9:20 a.m. Found Proper-
ty, North Main Street

9:34 a.m. Fraud, State
Street

9:37 a.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Flynt Street

9:38 a.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

9:46 a.m. Lost Property,
Main Street

9:59 a.m. Theft, South
High Street

10:52  am. Medical
Emergency, South Street

11:36 a.m. Investigation,
Grove Street Suite 105

1:39 p.m. Soliciting,
Main Street

1:52 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Shearer Street

3:12 p.m. Investigation,
Main Street

3:57 p.m. Disabled Mo-
tor Vehicle, Mason Street

4:19 p.m. Illegal Dump-
ing, Crawford Street

4:20 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, River Street

5:44 p.m. Check Well
Being, Beacon Drive

5:47 pm. 911 Aban-
doned, Wright Street

5:55 p.m. 911 Silent,
Main Street

6:40 p.m. Noise Com-
plaint, Belchertown Street

6:41 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Oak Street

7:04 p.m. Vandalism,
Converse Street

8:07 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Pinney Street

8:11 p.m. Check Well
Being, Ware Street

8:37 p.m. Investigation,
Wright Street

9:30 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Old Thompson Street

9:46 p.m. 911 Hang Up,
East Main Street

9:49 p.m. Warrant Ser-
vice, Wright Street

Arrest: William P. Ed-
wards, 43, Palmer

Warrant

10:03 p.m. Suspicious,
Converse Street

11:18 p.m. Medical
Emergency, Brittany Drive

11:20  p.m.  Firwork
Complaint, Dublin Street

11:49  p.m. Medical
Emergency, Beacon Drive

Saturday, July 11
12:26 a.m. Disabled Mo-

tor Vehicle, Thorndike Street
and Shearer Street

5:03 a.m. Disturbance,
Randall Street

6:04 a.m. Unwanted Per-
son, Wright Street

6:29 a.m. Hazard Wire/
Pole/Tree, Beech Street

6:57 a.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Monson

7:20 a.m. Check Well
Being, Wright Street

8:26 a.m. Fire/Smoke,
Prospect Street

8:53 a.m. Property Re-
turn, Pleasant Street

9:51 a.m. Unwanted Per-
son, North Main Street

10:01 a.m. Theft, Main
Street

10:35 a.m. Check Well
Being, Boston Road

11:10 a.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Main Street

2:19 p.m. Found Prop-
erty, Main Street and South
Main Street

2:30 p.m. Check Well
Being, Flynt Street

Arrest: Leon R. Lambert,
83, Palmer

Warrant

2:50 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

3:45 p.m. Disabled Mo-
tor Vehicle, West Ware Street

4:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, Thorndike Street

5:11 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Quaboag Valley Co-
Op

6:16 p.m. 911 Aban-
doned, Park Street

6:45 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Palmer Road

8:14 p.m. Check Well
Being, Pleasant Street

8:19 p.m. Disturbance,
Pine Street

8:34 p.m. Check Well
Being, Springfield Street

8:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Violations, Thorndike Street

Arrest: Jason Zito, 47,
Cromwell Connecticut

OUI Liquor or .08%;
Negligent Operation of Motor
Vehicle; Marked Lanes Viola-
tion

9:11 p.m. Firework Com-
plaint, Longview Street

9:25 p.m. Firework Com-
plaint, Flynt Street and Wha-
len Street

10:08 p.m. Unwanted
Person, Main Street

10:25 p.m. Medical
Emergency, Old Warren Road

10:38  p.m. Unwanted
Person, Cumberland Farms,
North Main Street
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pounds once the steel has
been removed and it’s melt-
ed down.

“If anyone wants to see
what it will be like after it’s
done, feel free,” Murphy
said. “Robbins and Bogan
have been done. For two
years I've been watching it,
and I didn’t do anything last
year, and it’s been phenome-
nal. No cracks in it.”

After Murphy’s com-
ments, School Committee
Chair Alison Morgan ap-
peared before the board to
clarify a request she had
made to the board.

“I'm here in support
of the Municipal Financial
Sustainability Task Force,
and wanted to clarify both
my position and my request
to the board, as I understand
there may be some confu-
sion about what was being
asked,” Morgan said.

After reading the draft
proposal, Morgan asked
Superintendent Paul Foster
about whether the profes-
sional staff support structure
could include a school-side
financial resource.

“That conversation was
exploratory in nature,” Mor-
gan said. “I was not request-
ing a vote, nor was I asking
the School Committee’s ap-
pointed representative to be
changed.”

Morgan stated that her
request was that the School
Department’s Business Man-
ager or Superintendent be
added to the Professional
Staff Support section in a
non-voting capacity, in par-
allel with the town’s Director
of Finance.

Morgan also addressed
whether the School Commit-
tee’s appointed representa-
tive could fill this role, say-
ing “the School Committee
representative serves a gov-
ernance function, just as the
Select Board’s representative
does. The Board’s own draft
proposal already recogniz-
es that a governance repre-
sentative of a financial staff
resource serves two distinct
functions on the municipal
side; I am simply asking for
the same parallel structure
on the school side.”

Morgan said that this
request is not a reflection
on any individual, but to

ensure the right expertise
in the right role. She high-
lighted that the School De-
partment represents 42.1%
of the town’s total budget,
and school finances operate
under a separate legal frame-
work from the General Mu-
nicipal Budget.

“The Director of Fi-
nance is an invaluable re-
source for the municipal
side, but would not be po-
sitioned to speak to the
school-specific compliance
requirements,” Morgan said.

Part of the Task Force’s
scope is to identify Special
Education as an uncontrol-
lable cost to be reviewed,
which will require under-
standing of circuit breaker
reimbursements, Individu-
alized Education Program
obligations, and Department
of Early and Secondary Edu-
cation reporting.

“Getting that wrong is
not just a budgeting error,
it’s a legal compliance is-
sue,” Morgan said. “Adding
our Business Manager or
Superintendent to the profes-
sional staff support structure
simply ensures that the Task
Force has the same depth
of financial expertise on the
school side that it already
has on the municipal side.

Reed Coles approached
the board to address a con-
cern over security cameras at
the House of Art.

“I’'m sure many of you
are aware that our beloved
mascot, the dragon, was as-
saulted the other night by a
vehicle,” Coles said. “I heard
that the perpetrator has been
identified.”

Coles said that, in
searching for how this oc-
curred, the Police Depart-
ment discovered that the
camera mounted on the
House of Art is inoperable.

“Why doesn’t that cam-
era work?” Coles asked.
“Now that we have this beau-
tiful park across the street,
we want to safeguard our
belongings in town. If these
cameras aren’t working, I
think we should get them up
and working.”

Roxanne Gunther spoke
to the board about concerns
over an agenda item that was
passed without a vote, alleg-
ing that it was decided by the
Chair and Town Administra-
tor.

“I’ve made comments in

the past that the Chair can-
not make decisions on their
own,” Gunther said.

Select Board Chair Pat
Oney clarified this issue on
the directive to department
heads to attend Select Board
meetings and provide up-
dates.

“When I used the word
‘policy,” I meant the Chair’s
policy, not the Board’s pol-
icy,” Oney said. “I'm cer-
tainly not trying to usurp
the Board’s policy deci-
sion-making.”

Oney said the directive
only relates to setting agen-
da items, which is within the
Chair’s purview, and that it
would help focus the board
on providing information to
the public and combat mis-
information that circulates.
Board Member Keith Valley
then asked that the matter be
postponed for a further dis-
cussion on the matter, as he
wanted to ensure the meet-
ings would not infringe on
day-to-day operations within
the departments.

“I just feel that, with
having that many items that
could be discussed, it doesn’t
really give the public the op-
portunity to know what’s
going to be discussed during
those Department Head
meetings,” Valley said.

Finally, Karen Davis
announced upcoming com-
munity events, including a
golf tournament on Aug. 22
to support Monson Together
and the resources it provides,
such as the Community Cup-
board.

“In the past, we've
raised $20,000 to do Wreaths
Across America,” Davis said.
“We’ve decided this year
to do something else; we’re
actually going to purchase
saplings and use those at the
cemeteries for the veterans.”

Davis said that this is
both a better use of mon-
ey, as the saplings can be
replanted, as well as be-
ing more environmentally
friendly than burning the
wreaths at the end of the sea-
son. Oney asked if Davis had
coordinated with Cemetery
Foreman Mat Wawrzyk, and
Davis said that she had.

“That’s called Roots of
Remembrance, and it’s go-
ing to be the first weekend
of December,” Davis said.
“It’s really hard to sustain
$20,000 a year.”

Obituary

Elizabeth Corish

e}

votion to her fam-
ily. She enjoyed
knitting and found
great joy in sharing
her handmade cre-
ations with those
she loved. Betty es-
pecially treasured
her role as “Nan,”
caring for her
grandchildren and
great-grandchil-

1932-2026

MONSON - Elizabeth A.
“Betty” (Rivard) Corish, 94,
passed away peacefully, sur-
rounded by the love of her fam-
ily, on July 12, 2026. Born in
Hartford, Connecticut, on June
21, 1932, Betty was the daugh-
ter of the late Victor and Mar-
garet (Fahey) Rivard. She was
a lifelong resident of Monson

and was deeply devoted to her
family, faith, and community.

Betty retired from the
United States Postal Service in
1994 after 24 years of service.
Prior to her postal career, she
was employed by C.F. Church
Company in Monson.

A faithful communicant
of St. Patrick’s Church, Betty
will be remembered for her
kindness, and unwavering de-

dren. The memo-
ries they shared with her will
be cherished forever.

Betty was predeceased by
her beloved husband, John R.
Corish Jr. She leaves her sons,
Michael P. Corish and his wife,
Linda, and Richard J. Cor-
ish; her daughter, Suzanne M.
Early; six grandchildren; three
great-grandchildren; and two
sisters. In addition to her hus-

TR E E

OBINSON
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S ERVICE

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding

band, Betty was predeceased
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OBITUARY POLICY

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name
of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries
should be submitted through a funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

by her parents and five
siblings.

Family and
friends are invited to
attend a Funeral Mass
on Thursday, July 16,
2026, at 10 a.m. at St.
Patrick’s Church, 22
Green Street, Monson.
Please gather directly
at the church. Burial
will follow at Bethany
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations in Betty’s mem-
ory may be made to the St. Pat-
rick’s Restoration Fund, P.O.
Box 473, Monson, MA 01057.

Funeral arrangements
have been entrusted to Lom-
bard Funeral Home of Mon-
son. For online condolences
please visit www.lombardfu-
neralhome.com.

DEATH NOTICE

Elizabeth Corish

Died July 12, 2026
Services July 16, 2026
Lombard Funeral Home
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Incumbent Sen. Ed Markey’s supporters standing in unison holding signs.

RACE 1 from page 1

to complete the agenda. We
need Medicare for all, we
need a green new deal, we
need to make sure that we are
fighting for every family who
is out there who justifiably
feels that they have been left
behind.”

Moulton argued it’s time
for a new generation of Dem-
ocratic leadership.

“A lot of people in Mas-
sachusetts feel like they don’t
have a voice in politics, and
they’re struggling to afford
basic needs, and we need a
fighter,” Moulton said. “We
need someone who’s going to
change the playbook, invest
in a new generation of the
years, and start making Dem-
ocrats win again.”

Rallies for both candi-
dates took place prior to the
debate.

Moulton first arrived and
revealed that this is the 6th
time he has been in Western
Mass, reinforcing the con-
gressman’s emphasis on the
region’s importance through-
out the commonwealth as the
race continues to tighten.

“Being here in Western
Mass is huge, it’s where my
uncle [Andy] grew up, it’s

where my chief of staff went
to school, my district director
grew up here, so as you can
see Western Mass has been
always close to my heart,”
Moulton said. He then pivot-
ed to share how he feels that
the region has been “left be-
hind” by politicians in Wash-
ington and Boston alike.

“I’'m here and have been
because you deserve a senator
who shows up, and I will con-
tinue to show up; that’s why
I’m hosting a town hall/watch
party in Chicopee tonight,” he
said.

It was later revealed that
the Moulton campaign took a
stake in the city as the Rum-
bleseat Bar & Grille, which
hosted the congressman and
his supporters to field addi-
tional questions and watch
and react to the debate live,
which was his 50th town hall
across the state.

Markey showed up, cit-
ing the list of local endorse-
ments he has garnered, by
revealing a few such as Holy-
oke Mayor Joshua Garcia,
Chicopee Mayor John Vieau,
and countless others, citing,
“I have consistently delivered
for Western Massachusetts,
and I’'m looking forward to
being able to tell that story,”
Markey said.

Its Showtime

The high-
ly-contested Dem-
ocratic ~ Primary

debate featured a
plethora of nation-
al issues, as well
as a variety of lo-
cal topics, such as
the recent influx
of local hospitals
struggling, includ-
ing Baystate, and
funding for the
West-East Rail
project.

Markey
kicked off the dis-
cussion by reveal-
ing that if he re-
turns to the Senate,
he would be the
chairman of the
subcommittee on
health if the Dem-
ocrats can win
back the House and the Sen-
ate in the midterm elections.
He then acknowledged that if
that does come to term, then
he would restore the Afford-
able Care Act (ACA).

“We’re going to restore
the $300 billion from the
Affordable Care Act, which
was cut, that went to people
out here in western Massa-
chusetts to ensure that there
was solvency, and then we

Rep. Seth Moulton

Turley Photos ny Brendan Rooney

Moulton supporters standing in unison holding signs as cars drive by.

have to go beyond

that,” Markey
said. “We have to
double  funding
for  community

health centers. We
have to double the
funding for NIH
research on Alz-
heimer’s, Diabe-
tes, Parkinson’s,
Heart Disease, and
all of those other
diseases that run
right through ev-
ery single family.
That has to be the
goal. And in West-
ern Massachu-
setts, I have stood
up, and I’ve fought
for this cause; I've
met with all the
hospital ~ leaders
out here, and we
are going to deliver
next January.”

He then added that if
funding isn’t expanded and
private equity isn’t weeded
out, Western Mass hospitals
will be in crisis.

“You have to make sure
on a permanent basis these
hospitals in Western Massa-
chusetts are not weighted by
private equity, rooted in emer-
gency rooms and our eyes,
otherwise our communities
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Suggested School
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Expo Markers

Box of Colored Pencils

Plastic Pencil Box (Unlabeled)
Erasers (Not Pencil Top)
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Pencil Case/Box/Bag
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Hand-Held Pencil Sharpener
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Hand Sanitizer
Expo Markers
Paper Towels

gLlLI

Ware Busines: &j

Drop Off
Locations:

WARE

Cedarbrook Village
Cluetts Appliance Center
Dhillon Dentistry

Hakim Medical Center
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Monson Savings Bank
Moulton Insurance

Ware Town Hall
Westfield Bank

PALMER

Palmer Town Hall
Phriends Coffee shop
Mustang Seats

Palmer Senior Center

J. Stolar Insurance Agency
Nicks Sports Shop
Palmer Library

MONSON

Monson Savings Bank
The Better Bean

TJ’s Tavern

FOR MORE INFO, CONTACT:

¢ DIANE VADNAIS413-233-8113
dianevadnaisrealtor @gmail.com

¢ KAREN DAVIS

admin@monsontogether.com
¢ DAN FLYNN413-297-5886

dflynn @turley.com

are just shut down; that’s
what happened in Easthamp-
ton,” Markey said.

Moulton shared that he
isn’t against universal health-
care, but believes that people
should keep the health plan
they prefer and those that
unions fought for in contract
negotiations.

“Look, I stand with Pres-
ident [Obama] and say we
should have Medicare for all,
but you should also be able
to keep the health care plan
you prefer if that’s what you
want,” Moulton said.

He then shared that, as an
Iraq war veteran, he chose to
use Veterans Affairs benefits
for healthcare in part to en-
sure problems with that sys-
tem are improved. Markey re-
sponded, saying VA benefits
are a single-payer system and
that many people would ap-
preciate the chance to receive
those benefits.

Moulton responded
by declaring that universal
healthcare, housing, and ed-
ucation should be human
rights.

The conversation then
pivoted to the ongoing devel-
opment of the West-East Rail
project, a proposed concept to
bring high-speed rail service
from Boston to Pittsfield and
Springfield. Markey revealed
that he and U.S. Congressman
Richard E. Neal, of Spring-
field, have secured $157 mil-
lion for the region to fund the
long-overdue project.

“We were able to secure
the funding for the project be-
cause it is absolutely essential
that we connect the Western
Mass economy to the rest of
the commonwealth. I under-
stand it’s been long overdue,
and that’s why I worked so
hard on the infrastructure bill
of 2022 to ensure we get that
funding,” Markey said. “How-
ever, we also acknowledge
that we needed the funding
for Springfield for this asthma
crisis, which had happened,
and now it is absolutely indis-
pensable that that funding be
made available, and it is there,
and we are working to ensure
that it gets built on in coop-
eration with Governor Healey
as quickly as possible.”

Moulton argued that the
amount Markey noted will
only fund up to 10 miles of
rails, which isn’t up to par.

“$152 million will be for
about 10 miles of rail; that’s
not enough to get to Boston,
and I want to add that no one
is going to ride your train be-
cause it is too slow,” he said.

He then discussed the
prospect of linking the state

together if the project was
correctly funded, as he drew
a comparison to the $2 bil-
lion he delivered to the city of
Lynn for infrastructure, and
the possibility of what $2 bil-
lion could do for the project
instead of the $152 million
Markey and Neal raised.

“Imagine what $2 billion
would do for so many cities
out here in Western Mas-
sachusetts,” Moulton said.
“Imagine what that would do
for job opportunities. Imagine
what that would do to knit our
state together. That’s why I
think we need high-speed rail
transportation, because not
only do I think it would be
transformative for the state,
but I feel Americans in Mas-
sachusetts should be traveling
the same speed as the rest
of the world, and I’'m going
to continue fighting to get it
done.”

Post-Debate Questions

After the debate, we then
talked to both candidates,
where we had an additional
chance to inquire about the
recent influx of Combined
Sewage Overflow (CSO) is-
sues that stem from Holyoke,
Chicopee, and Springfield
dumping into the Connecticut
River.

Markey told us he’s
aware of the situation and
shared a quick comment on
how to solve the issue, “Well,
I’m going to be senior on the
infrastructure committee in
the Senate and we need a tril-
lion-dollar infrastructure bill
beginning in January of this
year coming up to make sure
the funding is there for CSO
making sure the funding is
there for communities who
absolutely cannot pay for it
by themselves. They’re go-
ing to need help. They’re go-
ing to need federal help, and
I will be there to make sure
that help is present,” Markey
said.

Moulton opened his
thoughts by sharing, “It’s just
absolutely appalling that this
has happened,” he said. “And
it’s also happened across the
commonwealth, in Haver-
hill, which has dumped into
the Merrimack River, which
flows through my district; it
has closed a lot of beaches
right over the holiday week-
end, and this is why we need
Democrats to win so that we
can deliver infrastructure
back here. And when the
senator says he supports all
these great ideas, the reality
is that those great ideas can-
not come to fruition if Trump
and the MAGA Republicans
are still in charge.”
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| i;Here for Beer shuts out Monson

HADLEY - Last near the top of the Women’s » »
Thursday evening, Here ~ Division in the PVSSL.
{  for Beer scored a big win Here for Beer is now - »

over Monson Mustangs
5-0 in Women’s summer

alone in second place at 6-1
while Monson is now 5-2

Martine

Worrall-Turgeon soccer action. heading into the final weeks
- ) .
/ The two teams were in a  of the regular season.
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up the field. — Turley photos by David Henry
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Lilly Jeager sends a pass away for Monson.

Morgan Wesson
punts the
ball away.

Ciara Monaghan tries to stop a ball. < / Caitlin Bonavita makes a stop

BASEBALL

Monson
Post 241
wins
By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WESTFIELD - De-
spite wobbling defensive-
ly in the third and fourth
innings, Monson Post 241
regrouped and fought its
way to a gritty victory at
Bullens Field in Westfield

With the Senior Legion
contest knotted at 6-6 with
two outs in the sixth in-
ning, Monson catcher Kyle
Kaczuwka delivered an
RBI single. He also scored
a run during that frame, as
Post 241 celebrated an 8-6
win over Westfield Post
124 last Thursday night.

“Most of the games
haven’t gone our way this
season,” said Kaczuwka,
who’s the only player from
Ware High School list-
ed on the Monson Legion
baseball roster. “We’re a
big family and it feels very
good to get back into the
win column again.”

Monson had a 4-8
overall record following
last Thursday’s road con-
test.

“We did struggle de-
fensively early in the game,
but we were able to score
a few runs” said Monson
manager Steve Tripp. “This
is a very big win for us

POST 241 1 page 10

St. Joe’s grabs win over PeoplesBank

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

HOLYOKE - Since 1995,
the PeoplesBank baseball
team has built a dynasty in
the Tri-County League, cap-
turing 21 championship titles,
including each of the last 13
seasons.

The St. Joseph’s Saints,
who are looking to win the
TCL championship title for
the first time in two decades,
are determined to knock Peo-
plesBank from its perch this
summer.

In a span of 48 hours last
week, the Saints celebrated
two victories in the rivalry se-
ries.

St. Joseph’s traveled to
Mackenzie Stadium in Holy-
oke last Wednesday night and
defeated PeoplesBank, 10-5,
which kept them in first place
in the league standings.

“We've faced Peoples
in the championship series
the past couple of years, and
they’ve gotten the best of us,”
said St. Joe’s shortstop Devin
Slattery, who had a base hit
and scored three runs in last
Wednesday’s game. “We beat
them in a regular season game
last year and they’re a great
team. We’re also outstanding
team this year and we’re trying
to win the championship title.”

St. Joe’s entered this
week’s action with a 13-3
overall record, while Peoples
had an 11-3-1 mark.

“We made a couple of
mental errors in tonight’s

LEGION I page 10

Turley photos by
David Henry
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Cam MacDonald sends a throw across the dia-
mond.

Dillon Slattery makes the catch at first for an out.
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AN of Uie Week

Gwen Duggan
Palmer

Duggan was part of a Here for Beer team that shutout
Monson Mustangs last week to claim second place
for its own in the Women’s Division of the PVSSL.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, contact
Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-283-
8393 or send an e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com.
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Battles gets victory on
Wednesday night showcase

THOMPSON, CT — The
Crown Vics began Wednes-
day’s showcase with multi-
time winner Ethan Williams
showing the way early before
youth prevailed. Upon his first
time at the Thompson 5/8-
mile, young Jack Emerson
would take over the lead with
eight laps remaining and nev-
er looked back to take the win
over Williams and Ty Mello.

Jared Materas and Jason
Williams may have brought the
Late Model field to green but it
was Matt Lowinski-Loh who
quickly took over the top spot
within the first lap. Materas
would bring out the first cau-
tion on lap 10 after spinning
across the nose of Jared Roy’s
#1CT. Things went sideways
once again on lap 18 with a
mechanical issue slowing Jake
Johnson leaving Williams and
Mike Benevides to pile in for
a massive wreck into the turn
four wall. Back to green, Low-
inski-Loh drove away with the
25-lap win over rookie Travis
Hydar and Jared Roy.

Todd Douillard ran away
with the lead at the start of
the SK Light Modified fea-
ture before Austin Goff made
it a two-man show by lap four.
RJ Marcotte, John O’Sullivan,
Kevin Davis and Daltin McCa-
rthy ran nose-to-tail behind the
leaders, keeping them honest
before Goff was shuffled back
on the inside groove. Motoring
into turn one, Davis and O’ Sul-
livan launched sideways into
the corner to bring out the lap
nine caution that also ended
the day for newcomer Brandon
Michael with a hard lick into

the turn one wall.

Douillard would be next
on the wrecker on the restart
with Marcotte leaving no room
to race, making hard contact
with the turn one wall to end
his day. Back to green, McCa-
rthy, Goff and Eddie Gomarlo
ran nose-to-tail at the head
of the field. The busy night
for the Thompson Speedway
wreckers continued on lap 13
with McCarthy and O’Sullivan
piling into the turn three wall.
Under green for the final time,
Austin Goff would run away
with the win followed by RJ
Marcotte and rookie Milania
Shilosky.

Dan Bowes took off at
the start of the Twisted Tea 40
for the New England Super-
modified Series with hopeful
winner Jon McKennedy drop-
ping out on lap five with me-
chanical issues. All the while,
Jeffrey Battle began reeling in
Bowes out front as Ben Seitz
lay in wait back in third. Bat-
tle would finally nab the lead
on lap 22 while Seitz and PJ
Stergios went to war for third
behind him. Stergios would
win that battle and one more
against Bowes as the right-rear
tire on the #25 was all but ex-
pired through the final fifteen
circuits. Jeffrey Battle lambast-
ed the field for the win with PJ
Stergios coming home second
and Dan Bowes holding on for
third to round out the victory
lane podium.

Ryan Lineham would
bring out the lap one caution
in the Street Stocks when a
three-wide move in the first
corner didn’t pan out. Back un-

der green, Nick Anderson and
Mike Viens showed the way up
front with Jerrod Soucy and Al
Stone IIT keeping the pressure
on behind them. Soucy would
make his way around to lead
the halfway marker and never
looked back for win number
one on the season ahead of
Lineham and Viens.

The Thompson Suno-
co Modifieds rounded out
Wednesday’s racing program
under the leadership of Nathan
Pytko and Derek Ramstrom at
the head of each lane under the
initial green flag. Keith Rocco
and Todd Owen made their
way to the front by lap five
just as contact between Bryan
Narducci and Ramstrom sent
the #35 into the turn one re-
taining wall. The remainder of
the 50 lap feature saw Rocco
and Owen wage their classic
over-under battle for position
before Owen finally began to
drove away with fifteen laps re-
maining to take his first Suno-
co Modified victory of the sea-
son. Keith Rocco came home
second with Narducci coming
back from his penalty for the
lap five caution to claim third.

The NASCAR Whel-
en Modified Tour returns
to Thompson Speedway on
Wednesday, August 5 for the
Thompson 150 presented by
FloSports.com. The August
midweek showdown at the
Big-T will also feature the
Thompson Sunoco Modifieds,
Late Models, SK Light Modi-
fieds, Street Stocks and Crown
Vics with a 6:00pm Post Time.
Event schedule will be released
in the near future.

Valley Blue Sox get offense going in win over Keene Swampbats

KEENE, NH - The Val-
ley Blue Sox (11-14-1) have
hit an offensive stride in its
past three games, and finally
capitalized on it in a 7-6 win
over the Keene Swampbats
on July 11 at Alumni Field in
Keene, NH. Throughout the
three games, the same face
has been the center of it all.

Blue Sox’s catcher
Chris Cancel (UConn) does
not normally see the letters
“DH” written next to his
name in the starting lineup.
According to head coach
John Raiola, the decision to

keep Cancel in the lineup on
a usual off-day came down to
his swing path.

Raiola would know. He
previously served on the
SwampBats coaching staff
in 2011, making him closely
familiar with Alumni Field’s
dimensions.The right-field
foul pole is 354 feet from
home plate and the center
field fence is 352 feet from
home plate. This creates an
abnormally short right-cen-
ter field gap.

“It’s the first time in the
DH all year, because all he’s

got to do was take his normal
swing and hit a ball well to
the right center, and it’s got a
shot,” Raiola said.

That’s exactly what
Cancel did,going three for
four with four RBI. His big-
gest swing of the night was a
second inning two-run home
run to right-center field that
cleared the wall with ease
and put the Blue Sox up 2-0.

“My main approach is
let the ball get deep, hit it
backside,” Cancel said. “I
honestly have a lot more
juice that way. My swing

does play very well for this
field, that right center, short
porch.

And I think we saw that
today.”

Cancel’s two other hits
were singles. The first was
a line drive to left field that
scored one to tie the game at
four in the sixth inning, the
next a line drive off of the
centerfield wall that extend-
ed Valley’s lead to 6-4 in the
seventh inning.

Cancel’s three-hit day
against Keene was the latest
offensive success, and he’s

currently riding a four-game
hit streak and three-game
RBI streak. His RBI streak
began July 8 when he had a
three hit game in a 12-9 loss
to the Newport Gulls.

Cancel recorded one RBI
in that game, a solo home run
to the opposite field in the
right-center field gap. After
that game, Cancel said the
reason for his tendency to hit
the ball to the opposite field
is rooted in his swing.

“I pretty much try and
just be on time for the fast-
ball,” Cancel said. “And then

adjust to the off-speed, catch
that more out in front. But
yeah, work the middle of the
field with the fastball.”

One of Cancel’s other
two hits in the game was a
double to the opposite field.

“They are all paying at-
tention to who’s making the
lineup,” Raiola said. “You
got to be swinging it well in
order to get yourself in there.

. There’s a couple really
good swings today. A lot to
do with the park, and how
he’s been swinging it reward-
ed that decision.”
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heading into the playoffs.”
Monson was sitting in
fourth place in the Zone 3A
standings. They were sched-
uled to close out the regular
season with another road
game against Belchertown

on Monday night.
Brayden Mega was
Monson’s starting pitcher

against Westfield (6-6-1). He
threw 30 pitches in a loss at
Greenfield Post 81 the previ-
ous night.

“Brayden has a rubber
arm, and he loves being in
the spotlight,” Tripp said.
“He only threw 30 pitches
last night, which kept him
eligible to start tonight’s
game.”

The righthander allowed
six runs (one earned) on five
hits with three walks and two
strikeouts during the first
four innings.

Righthander Sebastian

Mayberry, who began the
game in left field, wound up
as the winning pitcher. He
took over the mound with no
outs in the fifth and tossed 1
1/3 innings without allowing
any runs.

Matt Santos earned the
save. The righty hurled the
final 1 2/3 inning allowing
just two base hits.

Monson took a 4-0 lead
in the second inning.

After loading the bases
against lefty Noah Amaral,
Monson centerfielder Jarett
Skowyra drew a walk forc-
ing home the game’s first
run. A couple of batters later,
Santos (2-for-5), who started
the game at shortstop, hit a
double into center field driv-
ing home another run. Fol-
lowing a Kaczuwka walk,
Mayberry, who started in left
field, capped off the inning
by hitting a two-run double
to left.

The Monson defense
committed two errors in the

bottom of the third inning
leading to three unearned
runs.

Monson, who banged
out 13 base hits, got two of
those runs right back in the
top of the fourth inning on
back-to-back RBI singles by
Kaczuwka and Mayberry.

Trailing 6-3, Westfield
began the bottom of the
fourth inning with a triple
to right field by centerfield-
er Jacob Barnes. He crossed
the plate when a ground ball
hit by second baseman Au-
drey Amaral was misplayed
by the third baseman. It was
Monson’s fourth error of the
game.

Post 124, who’s man-
aged by Don Irzyk, tied the
score in the fourth following
a sacrifice fly from DH Keith
Drzyzga and a throwing er-
TOr.

Before retiring several
years ago, Irzyk served as
Pathfinder Tech’s Athletic

Director while also leading

$1200/week

207-607-9333

|

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
o Close to Reid State Park

the football program and
guiding the varsity baseball
team.

With one out in the top
of the sixth inning, Mega beat
out a groundball to the short-
stop for an infield hit. After
stealing second base, he ad-
vanced to third on a throwing
error by the catcher. The next

batter hit a pop-up caught
by the shortstop, which set
the stage for Kaczuwka. He
smacked a fastball into left
field scoring Mega with the
go-ahead run. Following
Mayberry’s third base hit of
the game, Kaczuwka scored
on a ground ball single into
left field by right fielder Em-

erson Boronski.

It gave Monson a two
run cushion heading into the
final two frames.

Westfield loaded the
bases in their final two at-
bats, but the Monson defense
didn’t commit anymore er-
rors and managed to cele-
brate a road victory.

LEGION 1 from page 9

game,” said Peoples player/
manager Joe Ferry. “We out
hit them, but we left too many
runners on base. It’s a frus-
trating loss.

Peoples, who fired a 6-0
shutout victory in the first
meeting of the regular season
between the teams, never held
the lead in last Wednesday’s
game.

The visitors took a 3-0
lead against lefty James Fla-
hive in the top of the second
inning.

After loading the bases
with no outs, St. Joe’s second
baseman Greg Vouros, who’s
the Athletic Director at West-
field High School, grounded
into a double play plating the
game’s first run. First base-
man Dillon

Slattery, who singled to
center, and his older brother,
Devin, (walk) both crossed
the plate on an errant throw
by the catcher that bounced
into left field.

“I  believe baseball
games are won and loss on
the bases,” said Devin Slat-
tery, who played for Peo-
ples for one season before
moving to St. Joe’s. “We put
some pressure on them in
the second inning, and they

made a throwing error.”

Dillon Slattery, who fin-
ished the game with two base
hits and scored three runs,
and his older brother were
teammates on the Ware varsi-
ty baseball team for a couple
of years.

Peoples first baseman
Cam Rivest, who’s the varsi-
ty baseball coach at Ludlow
High School, led off the bot-
tom of the second with a line-
drive single into left field be-
fore scoring on a wild pitch.

With two outs in the top
of the fourth inning, third
baseman Joey DeMichele
(3-for-4) delivered a two-run
single into centerfield, which
increased St.Joe’s lead to 5-1.

St. Joe’s scored five
more runs in the following
frame with the benefit of only
one base hit.

Right fielder Brian
Hayes, who was hit-by-a-
pitch, and Dillon Slattery
(Walk) both scored on wild
pitches.

Centerfielder Jacob
Hayes drove home another
run with a sacrifice fly. An-
other sacrifice fly by leftfield-
er Mark Jodoin scored two
more runs.

PeoplesBank battled
back against righty relief
pitcher Jack Feltovic, who

wound up as the winning
pitcher, during the final three
innings.

Feltovic replaced lefty
starter Jackson Hayes on the
mound with two outs in the
fourth inning. He allowed
four runs on eight hits.

With two-outs in the bot-
tom of the fifth, third baseman
Cam McDonald drew a bases
loaded walk cutting Peoples
deficit to 10-2.

After scoring another run
in the sixth, Peoples catcher
Pete Hogan knocked home
two runs with two outs in the
seventh.

The home team couldn’t
get any closer than five runs,
as Feltovic ended the game
with a groundball out.

Fueled by a complete
game performance from
Monson’s Trey Yesu, St. Joe’s
posted an 8-5 home victory in
last Friday’s contest against
the Bankers.

Yesu, who was the ace
of the Bridgewater State Uni-
versity pitching staff the past
couple of years, allowed five
runs on 12 hits with eight
strikeouts and just one walk.
He threw 108 pitches.

The two rivals are sched-
uled to face each other again
in a make-up game before the
end of the regular season.
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Vermont Green hands Ploneers defeat

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW — The mem-
bers of the Western Mass.
Pioneers gathered for a team
photo before kicking off their
regularseason finale against
rival Vermont Green FC last
Friday night.

Having been eliminated
from the USL League 2 play-
offs for the first time since
2018, the Pioneers were hop-
ing to end Vermont Green’s
long unbeaten streak.

The Pioneers overcame a
2-0 halftime deficit to tie the
score early in the second half,
but Vermont Green stretched
their unbeaten streak to 37
matches following a 4-2 vic-
tory before a large crowd at
Lusitano Stadium.

“Our main goal was to
make the playoffs, which
we’ve been able to do every
year since 2018,” said Pio-
neers head coach Federico
Molinari. “We battled back
in the second half, but it just
wasn’t enough.”

Vermont Green (13-0-1),
who are the defending USL
League 2 champions, haven’t
suffered a loss since a 3-0 set-
back against Seacoast United
in the 2024 Eastern Confer-
ence semifinals.

Alfred Baafi, who com-
pleted his first season playing
for the Pioneers, was a mem-
ber of the Seacoast United
squad, which wound up win-
ning the National champion-
ship title, two years ago.

“We really wanted to beat
our rivals in tonight’s game,”
said Baafi, who led the Pio-
neers with four assists. “It was
a great feeling after my Sea-
coast team beat them in the
playoffs two years ago. I real-
ly enjoyed playing for the Pio-
neers this summer. My dream
is to play for a professional
soccer team.”

One of the Pioneers vet-
eran players is Santiago Blas-
co Gomez, who was the team
captain.

“This is my third season
playing for the Pioneers and I
love this place,” Gomez said.
“We’ve made the playoffs the
past two years, which was an
amazing experience. It’s dis-

appointing not making it this
year. I’'m hoping to play here
again next year.”

Gomez, who’s from Al-
borache, Spain, was a grad-
uate student on the Bryant
University men’s soccer team
a year ago.

The Pioneers, who fin-
ished their season with an
8-3-3 overall record, haven’t
beaten their archrivals from
Burlington since a 1-0 road
win on June 17, 2023.

Vermont Green, who are
hosting the first two rounds
of the playoffs this weekend,
now holds a 4-3-2 edge in
the series against the Western
Mass. squad.

Vermont Green took the
lead when Samson Kpardeh
sent a pass from the left side
into the box where Jeremy
Fancou fired a shot into the
right corner past Western
Mass. goalie Ben Alexander
during the 24th minute of the
opening half.

Fancou scored his sec-
ond goal seven minutes later,
which was assisted by Ryan
Zellefrow.

The score was 2-0 at in-
termission.

Nine minutes into the sec-
ond half, the Pioneers sliced
their deficit in half following
a corner kick goal.

Ronan O’Brien booted
the ball into the box from the
left corner. After the ball was
headed by Dylan Hunston, Ri-
ley Priddy put another header
into the left corner past Ver-
mont Green back-up goalie
Seth Wilson.

During the 59th minute,
Martin Echarren booted a free
kick into the right corner tying
the score at 2-2. It was also his
team leading seventh goal of
the season.

Vermont Green retook the
lead following a goal by Kpar-
deh during the 74th minute.

Another goal by William
Sawin during stoppage time
sent the Vermont Green rowdy
supporters into a frenzy.

The Pioneers will be
looking to qualify for the
league playoffs, and they’ll
also be looking to celebrate
a victory against the Vermont
Green during the summer of
2027.

hustles with
the ball.

Shun Murasawa
sends a
free kick away.

Santiago Blasco A 3

)

Alfred Baafi
approaches
the ball.

T-Birds unveil 2026-2027 season schedule

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield  Thunderbirds,
the proud American Hock-
ey League affiliate of the St.
Louis Blues, released their
full schedule for their 2026-
27 regular season on Thurs-
day in conjunction with the
AHL. The T-Birds will be
celebrating their 10th play-
ing season as an AHL mem-
ber club, as well as their sixth
playing season in affiliation
with the Blues. Springfield
has qualified for the Calder
Cup Playoffs in four of its
past five seasons, coming off
arun to within one win of the
Eastern Conference Finals.

For the first time in sev-
en seasons, the Thunderbirds
will begin their regular sea-
son on the road, on Satur-
day, Oct. 3, in Wilkes-Barre
against the Penguins in a
rematch of the Atlantic Di-
vision Finals. The T-Birds
will kick off their home ice
season at the Thunderdome
against the Laval Rocket on
Saturday, Oct. 10 on Open-
ing Night. Puck drop is set
for 6:05 p.m.

Fans are advised that, for
a second straight season, all
Saturday games at the Mass-
Mutual Center will start at
6:05 p.m.

The Thunderbirds will
face every Eastern Con-
ference team at least twice
during the 2026-27 regular
season, except for the Cleve-
land Monsters and Toron-
to Marlies. Once again, the
AHL season will consist of
all 32 clubs playing 72 games
(36 home, 36 away).

Springfield will play 52
games against Atlantic Divi-
sion opponents, including 26
at the MassMutual Center.
Their most frequent oppo-
nents are the Providence Bru-

ins, who will visit
the Thunder-
dome
seven
times.
The first
meeting be-
tween  the
longtime
foes will be on
Friday, Oct. 30 at 7:05 p.m.,
with other home-ice meet-
ings scheduled for Friday,
Dec. 4 (7:05 p.m.), Wednes-
day, Dec. 16 (7:05 p.m.),
Sunday, Dec. 27 (3:05 p.m.),
Saturday, Jan. 2 (6:05 p.m.),
Wednesday, Jan. 13 (7:05
p-m.), and Saturday, March 6
(6:05 p.m.).

The home-ice portion of
the I-91 rivalry series against
the Hartford Wolf Pack be-
gins on Sunday, Nov. 1 at
3:05 p.m. at the Thunder-
dome. It marks the first of
six meetings in Springfield,
as the familiar rivals will
also meet at the MassMutu-
al Center on Tuesday, Nov.
10 (10:35 a.m.), Wednesday,
Dec. 30 (7:05 p.m.), Sat-
urday, Jan. 16 (6:05 p.m.),
Wednesday, Feb. 17 (7:05
p.m.), and Saturday, April 3
(6:05 p.m.).

With the Atlantic Divi-
sion trimmed to seven teams
for the 2026-27 season, the
Thunderbirds will see each
of their division opponents
from Pennsylvania six times
in the regular season, in-
cluding three head-to-head
matchups each at the Thun-
derdome. The Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton Penguins visit on
Sunday, Jan. 3 (3:05 p.m.), as
well as Friday, Jan. 29 (7:05
p-m.) and Saturday, Jan. 30
(6:05 p.m.).

The Lehigh Valley Phan-
toms make their first stop in
Springfield for a two-game

weekend on Friday,

Oct. 16 (7:05 p.m.)

and Saturday,

Oct. 17 (6:05

p-m.) before

a return meeting

on Saturday, Jan.
23 (6:05 p.m.).

The Hershey

Bears make their

trek from Chocolatetown to

the Thunderdome on Friday,

Nov. 6 (7:05 p.m.), Saturday,

Nov. 7 (6:05 p.m.), and Sun-
day, April 4 (3:05 p.m.).

The Thunderbirds will
also play 18 games (9 home,
9 away) against North and Pa-
cific Division opponents. The
San Diego Gulls are the lone
Western Conference team on
the T-Birds’ schedule, as they
visit Springfield for the first
time ever on Saturday, Feb.
20 (6:05 p.m.) and Sunday,
Feb. 21 (3:05 p.m.)

Martin Echarren
goes for the goal.

Ronan 0’Brien
heads past
midfield.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

TR®@MBLEY

— WEALTH MANAGEMENT —

Investment &
Retirement Planning

More than just returns.

Today's thinking.
Yesterday's values.

2022 Boston Rd.

Wilbraham, MA

Securities offered through LPL Financial.

Minimum required.

Friendly, local
and professional.

Strategies
built for you.

Trombleywealth.com
413-596-6992

Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory Services offered through

Trombley Wealth Management, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.
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FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: AGED
HARDWOOD, cut/split 16” $325 per cord;
2 cord minimum plus delivery. Allard Broth-
ers 413-665-8041.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments,  guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports memo-
rabilia, art, sterling, signs, auto-
motive, hunting, advertising, radi-
0s, ham radio equipment, audio
equipment, toys, one item or entire
estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2xxx*xxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured ¢
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment,
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my
website at dannyselectricllc.com to
fill an online work request

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic.
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN SPRINKLER LLC.
Need sprinkler repair or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable
service without big company prices. Call
413-279-4122 to set up an appoint-
ment.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE
FRIDAY AT NOON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of tree
care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/night.

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

“Waller

Handyman Services

Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687'5552/

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

‘
Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

B
g

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications
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NEW BRANTREE
T NORTH

ViEST

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

Call us at 413.283.8393

TWO, 1-YEAR-OLD Green Cheek
Conures ready for a new home. Fully
acclimated to humans. Clean bil of health
from VCA EL, $350/each or $600/pair.
413-301-1530.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,
1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

|_FOR RENT
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

TurIeyB

Publications, Inc.

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE
COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER
THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER
QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL
THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES
TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS

t i turleynews

n TurleyPublications

Subscribe Today!

TurIeyB

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Public Nnotices

TOWN OF BRIMFIELD
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

The Select Board will hold
a public hearing on Monday,
August 3, 2026 beginning at
6:00 P.M. in the cafeteria of the
Brimfield Elementary School, 22
Wales Road, Brimfield, MA to
hear a complaint filed by Jamin
Benson of 73 Old Palmer Road
regarding an ongoing dog nui-
sance, concerning six Great Pyr-
enees (four female, two male),
two male mixed breeds, and one
female chihuahua owned and/or
kept at the property located at 76
Old Palmer Road, Brimfield, MA
as required by Massachusetts
General Law Chapter 140, Sec-
tion 157 and Chapter 7 Sections
5.1-5.2 of the General Bylaws
of the Town of Brimfield. If you
have an interest in this hearing,
you are requested to attend said
hearing at the aforementioned
date and time.

Martin J. Kelly,

Select Board Chair

Town of Brimfield

23 Main Street

Brimfield, MA 01010
07/16, 07/23/2026

TOWN OF PALMER
PALMER,
MASSACHUSETTS
REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS
DEWATERING
CENTRIFUGE
PROCUREMENT
PALMER, MA
P-0606-030

The Town of Palmer is re-
questing proposals from quali-
fied equipment Vendors to fur-
nish a dewatering centrifuge to
be incorporated in the planned
Palmer WPCF Dewatering Cen-
trifuge and UV System Project.
A Request for Proposals (RFP)
describing the Vendor’s scope of
supply, qualifications, and other
requirements will be available on
or before Tuesday, July 7, 2026
on the Tighe & Bond website
at  http://www.tighebond.com/
Projects_Out_to_Bid.php. Pro-
spective bidders are required to
register on the Tighe & Bond
website to download documents.

Sealed proposals will be re-
ceived at the Town Manager’s
Office, 4417 Main Street, Palm-
er, Massachusetts, 01069 until
2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, Au-
gust 5, 2026. Sealed Propos-
als must have outer envelope
marked as “BID ENCLOSED
- Palmer WPCF - Dewatering
Centrifuge Procurement”. The
Proposals will not be opened
publicly.

This Request for Proposals
(RFP) is in accordance with by
M.G.L. Chapter 30B §6 for the
procurement of goods and ser-
vices. Respondents shall sub-
mit separate proposals for the
technical and cost elements as
described in the RFP. Following
the submittal of proposals, tech-
nical proposals will be evaluated
in accordance with the criteria
stated in the RFP by the per-
son(s) designated by the Chief
Procurement Officer to perform
such evaluation(s). Once propos-
als are evaluated, the evaluations
shall be submitted to the Chief
Procurement Officer, who shall
open price proposals and award
an Agreement, if at all, to the re-
sponsive and responsible Vendor
whose proposal is deemed the
most advantageous, taking into
consideration price and the eval-
uation criteria included in the
RFP. The Town reserves the right
to assign any agreement award-
ed under this RFP to a General
Contractor who will be perform-
ing construction services for the
Palmer WPCF Dewatering Cen-
trifuge and UV System Project
under Contract with the Town.

The successful Vendor shall
furnish the equipment and ser-

vices necessary to meet the re-
quirements of the RFP.
TOWN OF PALMER,
MASSACHUSETTS
07/16/2026

TOWN OF PALMER
PALMER,
MASSACHUSETTS
REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS
ULTRAVIOLET
DISINFECTION SYSTEM
PROCUREMENT
PALMER, MA
P-0084-042

The Town of Palmer is re-
questing proposals from quali-
fied equipment Vendors to fur-
nish an ultraviolet disinfection
system for effluent disinfection
to be incorporated in the planned
Palmer WPCF Dewatering Cen-
trifuge and UV System Project.
A Request for Proposals (RFP)
describing the Vendor’s scope of
supply, qualifications, and other
requirements will be available on
or before Tuesday, July 14, 2026
on the Tighe & Bond website at
http://www.tighebond.com/Proj-
ects_Out_to_Bid.php. Prospec-
tive bidders are required to regis-
ter on the Tighe & Bond website
to download documents.

Proposals will be received at
the Town Manager’s Office, 4417
Main Street, Palmer, Massachu-
setts, 01069 until 2:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, August 12, 2026.
Sealed Proposals must have out-
er envelope marked as ‘“Palmer
WPCF - UV System Procure-
ment”. The Proposals will not be

opened publicly.

This Request for Proposals
(RFP) is in accordance with by
M.G.L. Chapter 30B §6 for the
procurement of goods and ser-
vices. Respondents shall sub-
mit separate proposals for the
technical and cost elements as
described in the RFP. Following
the submittal of proposals, tech-
nical proposals will be evaluated
in accordance with the criteria
stated in the RFP by the per-
son(s) designated by the Chief
Procurement Officer to perform
such evaluation(s). Once propos-
als are evaluated, the evaluations
shall be submitted to the Chief
Procurement Officer, who shall
open price proposals and award
an Agreement, if at all, to the re-
sponsive and responsible Vendor
whose proposal is deemed the
most advantageous, taking into
consideration price and the eval-
uation criteria included in the
RFP. The Town reserves the right
to assign any agreement award-
ed under this RFP to a General
Contractor who will be perform-
ing construction services for the
Palmer WWTP Dewatering Cen-
trifuge and UV System Project
under Contract with the Town.

The successful Vendor shall
furnish the equipment and ser-
vices necessary to meet the re-
quirements of the RFP.

TOWN OF PALMER,
MASSACHUSETTS
07/16/2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Robin
L. Fell to World Savings Bank,
FSB, dated May 25, 2007 and
recorded in the Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book
16736, Page 514, of which mort-
gage the undersigned is the pres-
ent holder, by assignment from:
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., s/b/m
Wells Fargo Bank SouthWest,
N.A., f/k/a Wachovia Mortgage,
FSB, f/k/a World Savings Bank,
FSB to Wilmington Savings
Fund Society, FSB, d/b/a Chris-
tiana Trust, as owner Trustee on
behalf of CSMC 2018-RPL8
Trust, recorded on December
20, 2018, in Book No. 22492, at

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Page 463 Wilmington Savings
Fund Society, FSB, d/b/a Chris-
tiana Trust, as owner Trustee on
behalf of CSMC 2018-RPLS
Trust to Wilmington Savings
Fund Society, FSB, not in its
individual capacity but solely as
owner Trustee of CSMC 2021-
RPL1 Trust, recorded on June
30, 2025, in Book No. 25924, at
Page 324 Wilmington Savings
Fund Society, FSB, not in its
individual capacity but solely as
owner Trustee of CSMC 2021-
RPL1 Trust to Rocket Mortgage,
LLC successor by merger to Na-
tionstar Mortgage LLC, recorded
on March 13, 2026, in Book No.
26250, at Page 453 for breach of
the conditions of said mortgage
and for the purpose of foreclos-
ing, the same will be sold at Pub-
lic Auction at 10:00 AM on Au-
gust 3, 2026, on the mortgaged
premises located at 2055 High
Street a/k/a 2053 High Street,
Palmer, Hampden County, Mas-
sachusetts, all and singular the
premises described in said mort-
gage,

TO WIT: A certain parcel of
land with the buildings thereon
situated on the southerly side of
High Street in Three Rivers, said
Palmer, bounded and described
as follows:

Beginning at a rod on the
southerly side of said High
Street, said rod being sixty-nine
and 80/100 (69.80) feet easterly
from a stone bound at the inter-
section of the southerly line of
High Street with the easterly line
of Kelly Street;

thence South 21° 47’ E. one
hundred sixty-four and 65/100
(164.65) feet along land now or
formerly of Otis Company to a
bolt in stone;

thence North 66° 30’ E. one
hundred twenty-one and 95/100
(121.95) feet along land now or
formerly of said Otis Compa-
ny and of the union Evangelical
Church to a bolt in stone;

thence North 24° 30° W. elev-
en and 55/100 (11.55) feet along
land of said Union Evangelical
Church to a drill hole in bolder;

thence North 66° 30° E. sixty
and 92/100 (60.92) feet along
land of said Union Evangelical
Church to a bolt in stone;

thence North 24° 30 W. one
hundred fifty-one and 60/100
(151.60) feet along land now or
formerly of one Geer through a
stone bound distant eight (8) feet
more or less from the Southerly
side of High Street to said High
Street;

thence South 66° 30° W. along
the southerly line of said High
Street one hundred seventy-five
and 7/100 (175.07) feet to the
place of beginning.

For mortgagor’s(s’) title see
deed recorded with Hampden
County Registry of Deeds in
Book 10584, Page 588. These
premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the
benefit of all rights, rights of
way, restrictions, easements,
covenants, liens or claims in the
nature of liens, improvements,
public assessments, any and all
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens,
water and sewer liens and any
other municipal assessments or
liens or existing encumbrances
of record which are in force and
are applicable, having priority
over said mortgage, whether or
not reference to such restrictions,
easements, improvements, liens
or encumbrances is made in the
deed.

TERMS OF SALE: A depos-
it of Ten Thousand ($10,000.00)
Dollars by certified or bank
check will be required to be paid
by the purchaser at the time and
place of sale. The balance is
to be paid by certified or bank
check at Harmon Law Offices,
P.C., 150 California St., New-
ton, Massachusetts 02458, or by
mail to P.O. Box 610389, New-

ton Highlands, Massachusetts
02461-0389, within thirty (30)
days from the date of sale. Deed
will be provided to purchaser for
recording upon receipt in full of
the purchase price. The descrip-
tion of the premises contained in
said mortgage shall control in the
event of an error in this publica-
tion.
Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the sale.
ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC
S/B/M
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE
LLC
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500
26765
07/09, 07/16, 07/23/2026

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the Estate of
John Frances Ferris
of: Palmer, MA
Date of Death:
March 02, 2026

HANNOUSH E

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% Extra Cash
When Cashing In

Your

10% Off Jewelery Repairs

All claims against the above
estate, duly verified by statuto-
ry declaration and with partic-
ulars and valuation of security
held, if any, must be sent to the
undersigned before the 1st day
of September, 2026

Joshua R. Ferris
749 River St.
Palmer, MA 01069
(413)455-9492
07/16, 07/23/2026

Town of Monson
Zoning Board of Appeals
LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance with Chapter
40A, Section 11 of the Mas-
sachusetts General Laws, the
Monson Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a public hearing
on Tuesday, July 23, 2026, at
7:05 p.m. in the Auditorium
of Granite Valley School, 21
Thompson Street, Monson, MA
01057. The purpose of the hear-
ing is to consider the application
of Vertex Tower Assets, LLC for
relief from the requirements of
the Monson Zoning Bylaws. The
applicant proposes to construct

a 150-foot monopole wireless
communications tower (154 feet
to the top of the lightning rod)
on property located on Woodhill
Road, identified as Map 032,
Parcel 010. The applicant seeks
relief to allow construction that
will encroach upon the required
setback as outlined in §6.14.2.7
of the Zoning Bylaws and exceed
the maximum height as outlined
in §6.14.2.9 of the Wireless
Communications Facilities Reg-
ulations. The parcel, consisting
of approximately 94.5 acres, is
owned by Springfield Sports-
man’s Club, Inc. and is located
within the Rural Residential Dis-
trict. A copy of the application is
on file with the Zoning Board of
Appeals and Town Clerk’s Office
and is available for review during
regular office hours. The appli-
cation is also available on the
Town’s website.

David Beaudoin,
Zoning Board of Appeals,
Chairperson

07/09, 07/16/2026
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Job Connection

If you have job postings to fill,
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section JPEW\O_SSEL

will run in your community newspapers. H}TaLp WANTED
5.25" x 4"
$150 for three papers

$40 for each additional paper

x 8”

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

x 8"

$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper
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10.75"

To
HGHMAY WgpaRICK

TOuNOF
HeLP wm?r"e‘;,"c"

Town g
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Health Director
Full-Time

$1,200 for three papers

$320 for each additional paper

Turle b

Publlcatlons Inc.

Choice of any three papers

Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities
Agawam Advertiser News « Barre Gazette « Chicopee Register « Country Journal

The Journal Register « Quaboag Current « The Register « Sentinel

The Holyoke Sun « Town Reminder « Ware River News « The Wilbraham-Hampden Times
www.turley.com

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393

* Produce
news and/or
feature stories
of local interest
for various towns
and cities.

* Must be dependable,

professional
and able to meet
strict deadlines.

+ Salary based on

HELP WANTED

N

a flat rate by story and photo.

EXPERIENCED
WRITERS &
JOURNALISTS

Send writing
samples with
resume to:

PAULA OUIMETTE

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to:
pouimette@turley.com
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PARADE 1 from page 1

the parade, but so much was
going on that they didn’t get to
see what they wanted to see,”
O’Connor said, “so we had an-
other community event so they
could get together again and
watch it as a group.”

The watch party was at-
tended by around 50 people.
O’Connor shared that the li-
brary received requests from
the public for more photos
from the event.

“We had a photo exhibit
originally of about 22 enlarge-
ments, and we put all 94 pa-
rade photos out so a lot more
people could find themselves
in pictures from that day,”
O’Connor said.

“We had a few people
who said ‘that’s me’ and
took a picture of them pos-
ing with their former self,”

O’Connor said.

O’Connor described one
person in particular who had
been part of the giant pumpkin
the parade, which was an ex-
tremely memorable part of the
parade, and was actually what
inspired O’Connor to seek out
the video.

“I am the librarian here
that works with the Historical
Commission, they meet in the
library,” O’Connor said. “This
video came to my attention
because someone asked about
the pumpkin float, said ‘my
grandfather, my uncle was
on that float, so I looked for
it and found that video, and
I knew people would love to
watch it.”

O’Connor said that the
individual who was part of the
pumpkin told the story of how
he and his crew tied 17,000
bundles of orange paper to
chicken wire shaped like a

e

A patron visits the display of pictures of the 200th parade.

pumpkin to create the now
iconic float.

Another surprise O’Con-
nor described was a newspaper
insert about the town’s bicen-
tennial celebration that was
discovered by an individual in
their attic North Carolina, and
then mailed to Town Hall right
in time for the event.

“It sparked a lot of great
conversations, and people have
brought in more artifacts from
the bicentennial,” O’Connor
said.

The event was also an op-
portunity for the library to pro-
mote its adult Summer Read-
ing Program, and O’Connor
said that many people were
able to sign up for the pro-
gram. Attendees of the event
also had the opportunity to
sign the 250th Commemora-
tive Scroll, which will be set
aside until the nation’s 300th
anniversary in 2076.

“The scroll is the historic
document that Palmer towns-
people supported indepen-

dence and signed it on June
17 at Town Meeting in 1776,”
O’Connor said. “We have the
scroll now, so people can feel
comfortable supporting the
town’s independence from
Great Britain.”

DVD copies of the 1976
parade have been made avail-
able to borrow from the library.

“Definitely some of our
audience will not go online
and want to borrow the DVD,
so we have two copies that can
circulate,” O’Connor said.

Fran Nowak of the Palmer
Historical Commission was
encouraging visitors to sign
the 250th commemorative
scroll.

The video is also available
online, and will be hosted at
PalmerLibary.org/PalmerVoic-
es. The June 20 celebration of
the nation’s 250th Semiquin-
centennial Anniversary was
also recorded, and that can be
accessed online or on DVD
from the library.

MARKET 1 from page 1

Baldyga was looking forward
to good weather and a solid
turn-out.

“Sometimes, in the past,
it’s been way too hot,” Baldy-
ga said. “Tonight, with the
weather, it’s not going to be
90°, so hopefully people will
come out as the weather cools
off at night.”

“We always have a lower
turnout in July,” Seaver ad-
mitted. “It’s hot, there are va-
cations and everything, and I
think because it was the week
right after the Fourth of July,
we didn’t have as good a turn-
out as we’ve had in the past,
but we had a decent turnout,
and people seemed to really
be enjoying themselves.”

The event offers the com-
munity an opportunity to cele-
brate with their neighbors and
loved ones free of charge, and
Baldyga said that the response
has “always been positive.”

“The community loves
it,” Baldyga said. “They get
to have a night where they can
take their children out, and
even young couples can sit
and listen to the music. It’s a

YOUR LOCAL
TRUSTED
DEPENDABLE

great response from the com-
munity.”

Seaver described the
crafters as offering “a hodge-
podge of everything,” be-
tween the various different
partner companies that at-
tended. Among a dozen or
so other businesses, Seaver
mentioned J. Stolar Insurance
Agency had a cornhole game,
and Creative Dance sold can-
dles and provided information
about their studio.

“We’re definitely cele-
brating the country’s birthday
this year,” Baldyga said. “We

56

A pottery making demonstra-
tion was performed for the
attendees.

Music was played for the attendees.

passed out flags to all the chil-

dren, and the gazebo is deco-

rated in red white and blue.”
Though businesses pay a

14

fee to participate, the Cham-
ber seeks no profit from this
event, with costs going direct-
ly to paying for port-a-potties

Three Rlver Chamber members host the event

and other amenities.

“The whole goal of our
Chamber is to be there for
the community and to have
events like this that are chil-
dren-friendly, family-friendly,
for them to do,” Baldyga said.
“That’s how it benefits us, just
by being out there with the
community.”

Seaver thanked the crew
that helped set up and break
down the event, saying “I re-
ally appreciate that, and so
does everyone in the Cham-
ber. Without volunteers, we
couldn’t get done what we
do.”

Another artisan market

will be held on Aug. 14, and
then a larger celebration will
be held at Pulaski Park in
October, which promises to
include different musicians
and a performance by a local
dance school.

If you’re interested in
supporting the Chamber’s ar-
tisan markets, all you have to
do is “show up and enjoy the
event,” Seaver said. If you’d
like to volunteer, you can send
an email to Seaver at Natural-
CAIR @GMail.com, or send a
message to the Three Rivers
Chamber of Commerce page
on Facebook.
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