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BRIMFIELD

Community comes
together for
Christmas in July

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

BRIMFIELD - The
festive spirit of the holidays
arrived early this year as
Monson Together hosted its
fourth annual Christmas in
July fundraiser at the scenic
Brimfield Winery. This was
the first year the event took
place at the winery, offering
a more spacious, flatter ven-
ue perfect for browsing, sip-
ping, and supporting local
artisans.

The event serves a
heartfelt cause: proceeds go
toward assembling holiday
care packages for senior citi-
zens in Monson. “It’s a fund-
raiser for Monson Together,”
said one of the organizers,
Karen Davis. “We use the
funds to purchase holiday
bags for senior citizens in
our town.”

Over 100 vendors filled
the winery grounds, offer-
ing handcrafted goods, ar-
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PALMER

Residents
express
concerns
about
e-foils

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER - The Palm-
er Conservation Commission
tackled a diverse slate of top-
ics during its July 15 meeting,
including growing concerns
over the use of electric hy-
drofoils on Forest Lake, the
replacement of aging trailer
homes within a riverfront area,
and an emergency septic Sys-
tem repair. The meeting also
included approvals of past
minutes, financial items, and
updates to local planning ini-
tiatives.

Public Concerns Over
High-Speed E-foils
on Forest Lake

A substantial portion of
the meeting was dedicated to
a public inquiry regarding the
increasingly frequent use of
e-foils (electric motorized hy-
drofoils) on Forest Lake. Start-
ing around the Fourth of July
weekend, residents reported
the arrival of these sleek, bat-

Turley Photo by Abigail McCoy
Hustle and Heart - Jill Connors of Wilbraham offers an adult-
humor-themed gift boutique featuring hats, cards, and more.

tery-powered vessels, which
can reach speeds of up to 35
miles per hour. While visually
impressive, residents warned
that the e-foils present mul-
tiple dangers to swimmers,
wildlife, and the lake’s fragile
vegetation.

One speaker described
witnessing e-foil riders fly
into the air after hitting sub-
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Jaxson Belisle, age 5, painting the inside of his firefly jar first at the Palmer Public Library.

glows at DIY library event

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy @turley.com

PALMER - The Youth
Services room at the Palmer
Public Library glowed with
creativity on Thursday eve-
ning, as children and fami-
lies gathered for a hands-on
craft event: making their
own glow-in-the-dark fire-
fly jars. Designed with kids
of all ages in mind, the DIY
activity drew about 33 par-
ticipants and offered a fun,

low-pressure way for young
patrons to engage with art
and imagination during the
library’s busy summer pro-
gramming.

The event was the brain-
child of Angie Sanchez, the
library’s Youth Services Li-
brarian, who has been with
the Palmer Public Library
since 2017. As the lead pro-
grammer for children ages
10 and under, Sanchez works
year-round to design acces-
sible and engaging events

that meet the developmental
needs and interests of young
learners, and their families.
“This is something that
a very little one who’s just
learning to hold crayons and
manipulate tools can enjoy,”
Sanchez explained. “At the
same time, an older sibling
with more fine motor sKkills,
or even a parent, can do it
right alongside them.”
Participants used both
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MONSON

National Grid outlines plan to repair site for hub operations

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - At its July
15 meeting, the Monson
Planning Board unanimous-
ly approved a site plan and
special permit that will allow
National Grid to relocate its
regional electric operations
to 132 Bethany Road. The
project, which involves a

significant refurbishment of
an existing industrial build-
ing, was met with detailed
scrutiny from the board,
particularly regarding envi-
ronmental protections and
stormwater ~ management.
The board also introduced
proposed updates to the
town’s stormwater bylaw in
response to a federal consent
order issued by the Environ-

mental Protection Agency
(EPA).

National Grid to refurbish
Bethany Road site
Civil engineer Tim

Houle of BL Companies

presented the updated plan

on behalf of National Grid,
outlining the company’s
intention to transform the

existing 90,000 to 100,000

square foot facility into a
hub for electric operations.
Houle explained that Na-
tional Grid’s current facility
on Route 32 no longer meets
the company’s spatial needs,
and the Bethany Road site
offers the space necessary
to consolidate warehous-
ing, office functions, vehicle
staging, and storage into one
location. He emphasized that

the company wants to main-
tain a long-term presence in
Monson.

The building will be
refurbished and reskinned
using National Grid’s cor-
porate color scheme of blue,
white, and gray, and the fa-
cade will be updated with
parapets and additional win-
dows to improve both ap-
pearance and functionality.

No expansion of the build-
ing footprint is proposed.
Indoor fleet parking is a key
feature of the design, allow-
ing bucket trucks and other
vehicles to be stored out of
the weather to improve read-
iness during storm events.
“This facility gives them
the room to operate and
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Community shines at inaugural Small Business Saturday at School House Commons

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER - The School
House Commons came alive
with community spirit on Sat-
urday as it hosted its inaugu-
ral Small Business Saturday,
a grassroots effort to highlight
local entrepreneurs, artisans,
and craftspeople operating
out of a revitalized former
school building.

The event was the brain-
child of Tammy Chalue, a
business owner and organiz-
er who saw the potential for
turning the historic building
into a bustling hub of small
business collaboration.

“We’re all small busi-
nesses working together un-
der one roof,” Chalue said.
“We wanted to start some-
thing that would bring in
other local vendors, let peo-
ple know what’s happening
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inside the building, and show
that this place really is a hid-
den gem in Palmer.”

Vendors lined the in-
terior and exterior of the
building, offering everything
from handcrafted jewelry to
marshmallow guns, 3D-print-
ed figurines, and freeze-dried
candy.

Donna Wagner, owner of
Perfect Crunch, drew visitors
in with her vibrant display of
freeze-dried saltwater taffy
in flavors such as cinnamon
roll, strawberry cheesecake,
honey lavender, and s’mores.
Wagner also offered colorful
“rainbow bites” and “lemon
pops,” earning praise for her
whimsical take on classic
sweets.

“It’s all about texture and
flavor,” Wagner said. “Freeze
drying changes the candy en-
tirely. It’s crunchy, light, and
full of flavor. People love the

novelty of it.”

Outside under the tents,
Nicole Desilet showcased
her handcrafted jewelry, spe-
cializing in bead weaving
with natural stones, crystals,
and glass pearls. Meanwhile,
Linda Hall of HM Art Kits of-
fered “fun art” kits for adults
and kids, complete with
paints, brushes, and instruc-
tions. Hall also hosts paint
parties and creates craft pack-
ages for children.

“It’s not fine art, it’s fun
art,” Hall said with a laugh.
“I want people to enjoy creat-
ing something with their own
hands.”

Another standout
Dave DelJohn, owner
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

WALES - The scent of
soap and the buzz of excited
children filled the air at the
Wales Public Library on a re-
cent summer afternoon, Sat-
urday July 19 where patrons
of all ages gathered for a spe-
cial Duck Soap Making pro-
gram as part of the library’s
D.E.A.R. (Duckies Excited
About Reading) summer
reading series.

Inside the cozy, histor-
ic library, which was once
a private home built in 1841
and transformed into a pub-
lic library in 1922, families
crowded into the freshly
updated main room. There,
bubbly creativity took center
stage as soapmaker Gariné
Arakelian of Kulina Folk
Arts guided a hands-on, sen-
sory-rich workshop that was
equal parts chemistry lesson
and crafting fun.

Arakelian, who runs
an artisan workshop busi-
ness with her husband, Rick
Hamelin of Pied Potter
Hamelin, and pottery partner
of nearly 40 years, explained
the science behind soapmak-
ing with enthusiasm and hu-
mor. While the day’s project
used a safe, glycerin-based
melt-and-pour soap suitable

dive into

for kids, Arakelian shared
her journey from learning to
make cold-process soap (a
more advanced and poten-
tially hazardous technique
involving lye) to becoming a
self-taught expert; thanks to
public libraries.

“I wanted to make
cold-process soap, and I
thought I could just wake up
one day and do it,” she told
the group. “But I found out it
was dangerous, and I had to
teach myself. So I went to my
local public library, picked up
every book I could, and stud-
ied for six months. That’s the
power of a library... it teach-
es you how to teach yourself.”

With a microwave, a
rainbow of soap-safe dyes,
and essential oils like pep-
permint, children and adults
alike crafted custom soaps,
each embedded with rubber
duck inside. As they melted
and stirred, Arakelian offered
fascinating tidbits on glyc-
erin, explaining how it pulls
moisture from the air, and
even from your skin, if you’re
in a dry climate. “That’s why
glycerin soap feels like it’s
sweating on a humid day,” she
said. “It’s doing its job.”

Library Director Kara
Jund, just weeks shy of her
one-year anniversary as the
director, has been revitaliz-

at SOAP MAKING

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
Above, Gariné Arakelian of Kulina Folk Arts explains the difference between
cold press lye soap and the glycerin soap they used during the workshop.
Right, The premade examples Arakelian brought to show off how the soaps
should turn out if made correctly.

ing the Wales Public Library
with a mix of traditional ser-
vices and modern, engaging
programs. “We’ve completely
refreshed the inside, we’ve
launched our first Library of
Things, and we’re offering
more programs than this li-
brary has seen in years,” Jund
said.

The “Library of Things”
includes a Nintendo Switch
that patrons can borrow, a
mobile Wi-Fi hotspot, and
audiobooks, alongside classic
fiction and nonfiction materi-
als. There are dedicated kids’
and tween areas, and even a

growing monthly caregiver
coffee hour where adults can
connect while volunteers su-
pervise children nearby.

“We’re also bringing
back our summer reading
program for the first time in
quite a few years,” Jund said,
noting that it’s been met with
strong participation.

This summer’s lineup in-
cludes not only soapmaking
and pottery demonstrations
by the artisan coupe (they’ll
return on August 2 with a
magical pottery wheel expe-
rience featuring dragons and
pinch pots), but also whim-

sical events like a plushie
sleepover. Kids are invited
to leave their stuffed animals
overnight at the library, where
the toys get into lighthearted
“trouble.” The next morning,
children receive photo sto-
rybooks showing the adven-
tures their plushies had; from
snack raids to bedtime tales.
The Friends of the
Wales Public Library, a new-
ly formed support group, is
actively fundraising to help
make the library more acces-
sible. “We’re working toward
getting a more user-friend-

progrom

ly book drop and improving
accessibility overall,” Jund
explained. “This building is
beautiful and historic, but it
wasn’t built with modern ac-
cess needs in mind.”

One of the anticipated
fundraisers is an upcoming
garden party concert, date
to be determined, that
\ will feature live mu-

sic and community camarade-
rie, all in support of expand-
ing the library’s offerings.

From scented soap sci-
ence to stuffed-animal she-
nanigans, the Wales Public
Library is proving that big
things can happen in small
spaces. With creativity, com-
munity, and the enduring
power of books and learning,
this little library is carving
out a big role in the lives of
local families.

PALMER

Get to Know Your Town Employees: Marlene Johnson

1. What is your favorite
thing about the town?

The hometown feeling.

2. What do you do in your
position?

I oversee the department
at the Palmer Senior Center as
the Director

3. Describe an average
day at the office?

There is no average day
at the center, the mornings are
the busiest for us, especially
with the exercise programs
Monday-Friday, along with
breakfast on Tuesday/Thurs-
day from 9:30-10:30 followed
by trivia and lunch at 11:30-
12:30  Monday/Wednesday
and Friday. We have added
a wide variety of activities
from water coloring painting,
memory café/lunch, diamond
dot painting, greeting card de-
signs and our weekly market

basket for our seniors to pick
up fresh vegetables during the
summer months.

4. Tell me a bit about you.
Are you a resident? What is
your education?

I live in West Springfield,
but I grew up in Bondsville,
I went to Bondsville Gram-
mar, Pathfinder and graduated
from Palmer High. I have a
BA from Western New En-
gland University in Business
Administration. [ love cats,
gardening and being crafty.
During September-December
you can find me at local craft
fairs.

5. What other depart-
ments or committees/boards
do you work closely with?

I work closely with all
the departments here in town,
the center is a member of
Mass Council on Aging, we

work closely with the Palm-
er Historical Commission,
Three Rivers Chamber of
Commerce, the churches, lo-
cal businesses and the center
itself has an advisory Coun-
cil on Aging Board, which is
compiled of local seniors who
our presently active with the
center.

6. What is the most fulfill-
ing part of your job?

Providing new  and
meaningful activities for our
seniors and offering a variety
of services, from assisting our
seniors with Medicaid, health
insurance and fuel assistance
to name a few that our

Outreach, Cindy Jasak
provides. I also like to see all
participants in our communi-
ty attending our exercise pro-
grams, and other recreational
activities that we offer.

7. What inspired you to
take on the position?

The staff, the services
that the center provides and
the welcoming atmosphere of
the center.

8. Where is your office
located? What are your office
hours?

The center is located
at 1029 Central St. and our
hours are 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Monday-Friday.

9. What is the history
of your department? What
makes it unique from others?

The Palmer Senior Cen-
ter was established in 1976,
which was initially called
Palmer’s  Senior Citizens
Drop-In Center at 388 Main
St in Palmer. A special cere-
mony and ribbon cutting was
scheduled Feb. 15, 1976. The
center was only open Mon-

day’s 9 am. - 11 am., and
Tuesdays through Saturday’s
from 9 am. - 12 noon and 1
p-m. - 4 p.m. The uniqueness
with our senior center is the
home environment, and the
consistency of our programs.

10. What do you want
the community to know about
your position?

My position is to pro-
vide services for our seniors
and to let our community
know that we are more than
just a senior center. We have
an amazing caring staff that
provides an array of activi-
ties and warmth. The center
has great exercise programs,
meals, trips, art programs, in-
tergenerational programs. We
provide our community with
monthly newsletters that let
them know what is happening
at the center.

Ambherst
Railway

to host
plant-a-thon
on July 26

PALMER - The Am-
herst Railway Society is
installing a garden railroad
on our property on South
Main Street in Palmer.
On Saturday, July 26, we
are sponsoring the Palmer
Plant-A-Thon, installing
200+ plants on our grow-
ing garden railroad.

The event begins at
7 a.m. and runs till every-
thing is in the ground.

The Plant-A-Thon is
open to the public. You do
not have to be an Ambherst
member to participate.

The Ambherst Rail-
way Society is located at
1130 South Main Street in
Palmer.

If you have questions
about this event, contact
John Sacerdote at: showdi-

rector @amherstrail.org.

NEsco SaLes™«

We Make It Easy For You!

¢ Collision Specialists ¢ We Help with Insurance Claims!
¢ Free Estimates (By Appointment) e Expert Color Matching

89 V- State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

RS #1688

THE CENTERED PLACE

SINCE 1988

Yoga & Meditation Classes

Offering both onsite and online classes

pdday

Voted Best Yoga in the region by
Town & Country Living Magazine |

prne,

ey

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,
open and energlzed
Come experience this for yourself.

413 436 7374
286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA

WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM

LOWER PRICES

413-283-6403

YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS CENTER CUT

P 3

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BELOEE\I
XK STLAST YEAR’S PRICES!
USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF CHUCK ROAST
OF STEAKS.....oooonunsmmmsmsmmsmesssnsn

3569

BEEF RIBEYE $4 )99
STEAKS 10z

USDA INSP.

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 L8 8AG uusunen sz?ﬁ?

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF SIRLOIN

USDA INSP. FRESH

USDA INSP. STORE CUT BONE-IN
PORK BUTT STRIPS........ S22

CHICKEN THIGHS 1015 6. 1 22

SPOON ROAST
or STEAKS

FORKLONCHOS —~ SopB8
ORROAST oo T
HAM STERK .t S39
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP.

USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED

PANCAKE BATTERED SAUSAGE 229

DIET LEAN
GROUND BEEF

USDA INSP. STOREMADE ITALIAN MARINATED
1/2 cHIcKEN ARRRRRRNRNRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRND s

USDA INSP. STOREMADE KOREAN
BBQ MARINATED

BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS $3 o

b

SALE DATES:
7/24/25-7/30/25 BUY DIRECT FOR

TURKEY BREAST........... >499

USDA _ USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

PEPPER JACK CHEESE..... “A5 JSDAINSP COOKED SALAD
GROUND FRESH DAILY

SHRIMP 91/120 CT. 215516 ... O 0
£ 90 Meat Outlet@

HUURS Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6  Sat. 8-3

s SAVINGS o SELECTION o SERVICE

$R99

90 Avocado St.
Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

McNeely Tree Service

Insured e References

¢ Hazardous Tree Removal
e Stump Grinding

¢ Bohcat Work

¢ Lot Clearing ® Storm work
¢ Furnace Wood

* Firewood $275/cord
¢ 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR

e Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119 « C: 978-888-1693




July 24, 2025

I THE JOURNAL REGISTER

A retired police dog that relaxed in the shade of the tents with  One of the K-9 officers held onto his toy very gently while wait-
ing for the next demonstration.

his handler.

A police dog pulling with all his might as his handler casually
talks with other officers between demos.

K-9 fundraiser unites police departments

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

BRIMFIELD - Dozens
of law enforcement agencies,
first responders, and com-
munity members gathered at
Brimfield Winery on Saturday
July 19 for the Third Annual
Paws 4 Blue K-9 Fundraiser,
a day of demonstrations, ed-
ucation, and gratitude; all in
support of police K-9 teams
in need of critical funding.

Hosted for the first time
at Brimfield Winery, the July
event marked a new chap-
ter for the nonprofit Paws 4
Blue, which raises money to
provide grants for police dog
units across the region. The
organization funds emergen-
cy medical care, essential
equipment, and specialized
training for working dogs and
their handlers.

“This event has gone over
very well,” said Jan Garabedi-
an, the founder and organizer
of Paws 4 Blue. “Handlers
can apply for grants through
our website, and the money
raised here is what allows us
to support them. It’s all about
helping the K-9 teams that
protect our communities.”

Paws 4 Blue extended
heartfelt thanks to the Brim-
field Winery for hosting the
event and to the many law
enforcement agencies that
participated or attended in
support. Agencies present in-
cluded:

* Amherst Police Depart-
ment

* UMass Ambherst Police
Department

* Charlton Police Depart-
ment

* Friends of Charlton Po-
lice Dogs

* Greenfield Police De-
partment

* Hampden County Sher-
iff’s Office

e Leicester Police De-
partment

e Ludlow Police Depart-
ment

* Massachusetts Environ-
mental Police

» Oxford Police Depart-
ment

e South Hadley Police
Department

e Ware Police Depart-
ment

* Webster Police Depart-
ment

* UMass Memorial Life-
Flight

A standout supporter of
the fundraiser was Hampden
County Sheriff Nick Cocchi,
who was credited by Garabe-
dian as a major organizing
partner. “He brought in the
mounted unit, his canines,
and backed us 100%,” she
said. Though Cocchi was
unable to attend the event in
person due to a family wed-
ding, his contributions were
prominently acknowledged.

One of the day’s most
poignant moments was a
live demonstration involving
UMass Memorial LifeFlight,
a critical care helicopter ser-
vice. The team showcased a
specialized canine transport
crate, used for flying injured
police dogs; something that
was not legally allowed in
Massachusetts until the pass-
ing of “Nero’s Law.”

The law was named in
memory of Nero, a K-9 from
the Yarmouth Police Depart-
ment who was shot in the line
of duty in 2018 alongside his
handler, Sgt. Sean Gannon,
who tragically died. At the

time, Nero’s treatment was
delayed because existing
laws did not permit emergen-
cy transport of police dogs
via ambulance or helicopter.

“Nero’s Law changed
that,” said LifeFlight repre-
sentative Nick North. “We
are now the only helicop-
ter in New England that can
transport an injured K-9. We
showed how we can quick-
ly and safely evacuate these
working dogs in an emergen-
cy.”

A flight demonstration
was scheduled to highlight
the capabilities of the special-
ized canine medical equip-
ment and protocols. While
many attendees stayed to
witness the takeoff and crate
system firsthand, those who
missed it were encouraged to
follow Paws 4 Blue on social
media for photos and video.

In addition to the Life-
Flight demo, the event fea-
tured appearances from
mounted patrol officers, po-
lice K-9s, and vendors offer-
ing dog-themed merchandise
and gear. From golf towels to
treats and toys, the merchan-
dise table offered fun and
functional items for canine
lovers, with proceeds sup-
porting the cause.

“This is our one big
fundraiser of the year,” Ga-
rabedian noted. “Every do-
nation helps a police dog
team that may not otherwise
be able to afford emergency
treatment or necessary tools
for duty.”

The fundraiser, which
has previously been held at
Pulaski Park and Westview
Farms Creamery, continues
to rotate venues throughout
Western Massachusetts to ex-

$1200/week

207-607-9333
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Are you having difficulty communicating
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Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
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This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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The specialized crate was
made to safely transport
injured K-9 officers, large
enough to fit any dog, and
sturdy enough to be attached
to any emergency vehicle.
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The UMASS Memorial Life Flight Helicopter taking off after its

demonstration.

Deputy Gupka and his horse Flash, named after Flash One of the demonstrations was showing

Gordon, and Deputy Camacho and her horse Autumn.

pand its reach and communi-
ty involvement. The goal re-
mains the same: to make sure
no K-9 officer goes without
the care and equipment they
deserve.

Donations to Paws 4
Blue can be made through the

organization’s website or by
mail. The nonprofit encour-
ages ongoing support from
individuals, businesses, and
police supporters year-round.

“We’re deeply grate-
ful to everyone who came
out today,” said Garabedian.

how police k-9’s find hidden drugs.

“These dogs serve and pro-
tect just like their handlers.
They deserve our full sup-
port, and we’re here to make
sure they get it.”

For more information
or to donate, visit: WwWw.
paws4bluek9.org
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Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10
Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30
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Viewpoints

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor )

What is the formula for

deciding when to claim?

Dear Rusty:

I am curious about the
“formula” to decide when
to take Social Security while
still working.

I am past the Full Re-
tirement Age. How do you
best address such? Should we
schedule a call?

Signed: Wondering When

Dear Wondering:

Well, you can always
contact us by phone on
1-888-750-2622 to speak to
one of our certified Social
Security Advisors or you can
send your questions to us via
email at SSadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. You don’t
need to pre-schedule a meet-
ing, as we have multiple advi-
sors answering the phone on
most normal business days.
If they all happen to be busy
when you call, simply leave
a voicemail and an Advisor
will return your call prompt-
ly.

For starters, since you
have reached your Full Re-
tirement Age, know that
your work earnings will no
longer negatively affect your
Social Security benefits. You
can earn as much as possible
and your monthly SS amount
will be the same, based on
your average lifetime month-
ly earnings for your highest
35 years and based on your
age when you claim. Since
you have not yet claimed
SS, you are already earning
Delayed Retirement Credits,
which increase your month-
ly SS amount by .667% for
each month you continue
to delay. That’s 8% for each
full year you delay past your
FRA. You should not, how-
ever, wait longer than age 70
to claim because that is when
you will get your maximum
SS benefit amount. For you,
that means that your age 70
amount will be 28% more
than the amount you would
have received at your FRA
of 66 years and 6 months in
October 2023 and about 15%
more than if you were to
claim now.

Note too, that if your
more recent income is among
the highest of your lifetime,
Social Security will automat-
ically increase your month-
ly SS retirement amount to
account for that event. They
will check your work earn-
ings each year to see if you
are entitled to a larger SS

amount because of your re-
cent earnings.

Since (according to your
AMAC member record) you
are married, you may also
wish to consider whether
your wife will get a spousal
benefit from you when you
claim. If your wife’s per-
sonal SS retirement amount
at her FRA is less than the
amount you were entitled to
at your FRA, then she will
get a spousal boost when you
claim. With her spousal boost
(if claimed at her FRA), her
total SS benefit should be
about 50% of your FRA ben-
efit amount not half of the
higher amount you will get
because you waited longer to
claim. But your wife cannot
get a spousal boost until you
are collecting your SS.

And here is something
else to think about: received
SS benefits will become part
of your overall income taxed
by the IRS when you submit
your income tax return. If
you file your income tax as
“married/jointly” and your
combined income from all
sources is more than $32,000
then some of your SS ben-
efits will become taxable
income. If your combined
income is between $32,001
and $44,000, then half of
the SS benefits you received
during the tax year becomes
part of your taxable income.
Or, if your combined income
from all sources exceeds
$44,000, then about 85% of
your received SS benefits
will become part of your in-
come taxed by the IRS. Just
something to keep in mind,
especially since you are still
working.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any
other governmental entity.
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does
not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by the
National Social Security As-
sociation To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.
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Revisit wildflower gardening

fter driving by
an exquisite
wildflow-

er border, I was
prompted  to
revisit and up-
date a column
I wrote some
years back on
the topic of wild-
flowers.

If you wish
to give the natural
look a go, preparation is the
key. Read on for more useful
advice.

Wildflower or meadow
gardens can be beautiful,
even breathtaking, if prop-
erly cared for. Besides being
pretty, they are low mainte-
nance and environmental-
ly friendly, and they often
attract butterflies, bees and
other pollinators.

Our goal at the time
of sowing is a grass-free,
weed-free seed bed. Since
wildflower seed is sown in
winter or early spring, we
have lots of time achieve
that goal.

At summer’s end ro-
totill the spot intended for
your wildflowers. If the
grass is especially thick you
may need to go over it sever-
al times. Allow what is left
of the grass to decompose.

Pull any weeds that
sprout, or lightly culti-
vate the soil — don’t go too
deep or you’ll expose more
weed seeds to the light! You
can also skip the tiller, and
eradicate the grass by use
of black plastic or a tarp- of
course you’ll have to look at
it for several weeks!

If that’s okay, then start
now by mowing the grass as
close as possible. Lay the
black plastic or tarp on top
and secure it in place with
bricks or rocks. The heat,
coupled with the absence of
light will kill the grass un-
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derneath.

By early fall you will be
able to rake away any debris
that remains. Plan to sow
your seeds in early spring.

There are many wild-
flower mixes to choose
from. I'd recommend select-
ing one that is suited to the
northeast.

A mix that contains both
annual and perennial flow-
ers is a good option — the
annuals providing you with
color the first year while the
perennials are establishing
themselves.

Don’t skimp on the
seed. In fact, use up to three
times more than the pack-
et says you need to ensure
you’ll end up with lots of
blooms. To avoid bare spots,
divide your seed in half and
sow the entire area with the
first half, then go to the sec-
ond.

Don’t cover the seed at
all, just firm it into the soil.
A lawn roller works great!

Gently water until your
seeds have sprouted and
your plants are up and grow-
ing — this will usually take at
least a month. Watch now, as
the season unfolds in all of
its beauty!

At the end of the grow-
ing season, after the plants
have gone to seed, you
should mow the entire field
with your mower on its high-
est setting. This will prevent

trees and shrubs from estab-
lishing themselves
in your meadow.
The mow-
er will do a
fair job of
chopping
up spent
stems
and leaves
— just let them fall
where they will.
First, they will
act as winter mulch.
Then, over time they will
break down and add organ-
ic matter to the soil — just
as leaves and twigs do in
the woods. In the absence
of a mower you can go the
old fashioned route and cut
the meadow with a scythe or
hedge clippers.

In all instances care
should be taken not to dam-
age the crown of the plants,
this can severely weaken
or even kill perennial wild-
flowers.

As far as fertilizers go,
wildflowers generally don’t
need it! In fact, rich soil
does more harm than good,
causing weeds to thrive and
compete with your flow-
ers for sunshine and water.
Speaking of water, once
your meadow is established
it will only require water in
cases of severe drought or if
you plan to re-sow annual
seeds in bare spots the fol-
lowing spring.

Roberta McQuaid
graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture
at the University of Massa-
chusetts. For 33 years she
has held the position of staff
horticulturist at Old Stur-
bridge Village. She enjoys
growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette @
turley.com with “Garden-
ing Question” in the subject
line.

Other options: Should you get a virtual second opinion?

that will require a major

intervention, such as hos-
pitalization, chemotherapy
or surgery, consider getting
a second opinion. Why? Be-
cause medicine is almost as
much art as science, and two
heads are usually better than
one

If you receive a diagnosis

These days, you have
more options for accessing
second opinions. Virtual
second opinions have been
growing in availability and
use over the last few years,
fueled partly by the pandem-
ic and partly by shortages of
medical specialists in many
areas of the country. In fact,
they’ve even got their own
acronym: VSO.

What is a
virtual second opinion?

A virtual second opinion
allows you to consult with a
medical specialist who could
be in another state or even
another country. Specialists
can review your records, im-
ages and test results and re-
port whether they agree with
your diagnosis and treatment
plan.

You would turn to a vir-

-
-

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

tual second opinion for the
same reasons you’d seek a
traditional one. VeryWell
Health, a partner of Cleve-
land Clinic, offers these con-
siderations:

If you’ve undergone
treatment and your symp-
toms persist.

e If treatment will re-
quire surgery or long-term
therapy, or will have a life-
long impact on your quality
of life.

* If you are diagnosed
with cancer, which is a com-
plicated disease with many
treatment options.

e If you are diagnosed

VOur
health

with a rare disorder. In par-
ticular, research doctors who
have treated your disorder.

e If your instinct tells
you something is “off.” This
is particularly true when
you’re trying to get a diagno-
sis for your child.

Medicare covers sec-
ond opinions, including the
virtual kind, as long as your
doctor has recommended
surgery or another major di-
agnostic or therapeutic pro-
cedure. Medicare Advantage
policies usually follow suit,
but be sure to confirm with
your particular company.

If you’re unsure about

whether you need a second
opinion, a medically trained
patient advocate can help
you review your options.

How to find a
virtual second opinion

You can start with Dr.
Google, Dr. Safari, Dr. Bing
or your own doctor, but be
sure to select a trustworthy
provider, such as a major
medical center like the Mayo
Clinic or accredited medical
school.

For example, Mass Gen-
eral Brigham connects pa-
tients with physicians who
generally hold tenured facul-
ty positions at Harvard Med-
ical School, are board-certi-
fied and often have research
expertise in a particular area.

You can access a VSO
from anywhere, which is a
great benefit to people who
don’t live near major medical
centers or are in underserved
rural areas. While you may
need an internet connection,
video conferencing is usually
optional.

If you have to pay out-
of-pocket, a VSO typical-
ly costs between $700 and
$2,000. Charges can be high-

er if the review is particularly
complex or a pathology re-
view is included. There are
cheaper options, but I would
be wary of them.

Possible outcomes

Your second opinion
may reassure you that your
current diagnosis and treat-
ment are appropriate. It’s
also possible that even if the
current diagnosis is correct,
changes in the treatment plan
may be recommended.

The second opinion
might also disagree with
your diagnosis and treatment.
This was a surprising result
when doctors looked at the
virtual second opinions that
657 cancer patients received
from Stanford University’s
School of Medicine between
2018 and 2020. The VSOs
recommended a treatment
change in 53.8% of the cas-
es, a much higher percentage
than with traditional second
opinions.

More study is needed
to determine why this hap-
pened, but the researchers
also noted that VSO may
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editor policy

Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length,
and guest columns between
500-800 words. No unsigned
or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require that the
person submitting the opinion
also include his or her town of
residence and home telephone
number. We must confirm au-
thorship prior to publication. We
reserve the right to edit or with-
hold any submissions deemed
to be libelous, unsubstantiated
allegations, personal attacks, or
defamation of character.

Please send opinions to:

The Journal Register

Letter to the Editor

24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069,
or by e-mail to:
journalregister@turley.com

The submission deadline for
consideration is Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Journal Register welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for
publication on these pages. Letters of up to
250 words from local residents endorsing
candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to The Journal
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to journalregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes (it
will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will
be printed. No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy will be
printed. If the volume of letters received is
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a rep-
resentative sample. No endorsement letters
will be printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the editor
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the
newspaper plans to print stories about con-
tested races for Congress, state Senate,
state House, district attorney and Governor’s
Council during the weeks leading up to the
election, as well as a question-and-answer
voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases
will be printed, nor will reporters cover polit-
ical rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about
paid advertising in The Journal Register.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication.

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have
an event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form
and as a Word doc or plain email text — no PDFs or flyers,
please — to journalregister @turley.com.

UPCOMING

WING MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
AUXILLIARY SHOP
40 Wright St., Palmer

AUGUST VENDOR SALES
August 5 K and H Jewelry
August 7 Sweets and Treats
August 12 Wicked Good Treats
August 18 Generations of Cookes
August 19 Hobbit Hollow Herbs
August 20 How Charming

Hitchcock Summer Concert series

For more information, visit www.hitchcockacademy.
org. Hitchcock Academy is a community center located at 2
Brookfield Road in Brimfield.

July 30: Eddie Forman Orchestra, Polka | Thee Taco Dude

Aug. 6: Pioneer Valley Flamethrowers, Bluegrass | Crust
& Confections

Aug. 13: CobbleStone Road Band, Country | Flippin’ the
Bird BBQ

Aug. 20: UnionJack British Invasion Band, British Inva-
sion | Flippin’ the Bird BBQ

All concerts will take place 6-8 p.m. on the Brimfield
Town Common. Rain dates are Thursdays.

Wales Public Library summer events
Summer Reading through Aug. 11
Dear Duckies Soap Making (registration required) July
19 at 2 p.m.
Paracord Bracelets (registration required) July 25 at 4 p.m.
Seashell Trinket Dishes (registration required) July 28 at
4:30 p.m.

Plushie Sleepover (registration required) July 30

Amazing Magical Potter’s Wheel (registration required)
Aug. 4 at 2 p.m.

Pop-up Story Time Aug. 6 at 10 p.m.

Seashell Votives (registration required) Aug. 7 at 4:30
p.m.

July 27
Barre class at Brimfield Winery from 11- 12 by Rebecca
Lehman - reserve on facebook- brimfield winery/events.

July 26
St. Christopher’s Chicken BBQ at Old Home Day- Brim-
field Winery 4 p.m. at 35 Main St., Brimfield. Ticket informa-
tion at St. Christopher’s 413-245-7274 or online brimfield-
winery.com/events

July 31
Southern Rain plays at Brimfield Winery 35, Main Street,
Brimfield.

ONGOING

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or
both. Brimfield Winery at 35 Main Street in Brimfield. Check
brimfieldwinery.com for any variations.

FRIDAY NIGHT CAR CRUISES with Bruce Marshall
4 p.m. to 9 p.m., come check out the amazing car collection.
Brimfield Winery 35 Main St. in Brimfield

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2 to 4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice
different crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. For
more information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely
Rd., Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hik-
ing, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can
be found in the parking lot. The Phillips Sculpture Garden is
open year-round (handouts in box on one of the signposts).
For more information call 413-267-4137, email khm @keep-
homesteadmuseum.org or visit keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month
in the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild
is a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplish-
ments, from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues
are $55 a year. For more information, contact Barbara Beau-
lieu at 267-4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Fol-
low them on Facebook for more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30
p.m., every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St,
Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute begin-
ners and beginners, and participants get to dance to all types
of music. $10 per class. Please wear comfortable footwear,
no sandals.

WALES CHURCH FARMER’S MARKET - Located in
the church pavilion across from the post office on the corner
of Route 19 and Monson Road. Every Saturday morning from
9 a.m - noon. It will begin on Memorial Day weekend and run
throughout the summer until Labor Day. We offer homemade
baked goods, local honey, crafts, flea market items, antiques,
and fruits and vegetables when in season. Vendors welcome
and there is no charge to set up a table.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday of every
month at Top Floor Learning (third floor of the Palmer Li-
brary at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and open to the public. Play
available board and card games or bring your own. Must be
16 or older unless accompanied by an adult. No Registration
Required — just show up! Questions? Call 283-2329, or 283-
3691, or email palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WINTER
SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is
located on Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range State
Park. DCR Interpretive staff will be available for visitors.
Coming in January, programs will also be offered to highlight
the Range’s special nature in winter, see the park web site for
details.

QI GONG: Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy
Emerson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.

Palmer High Class of 1975 to host 50th reunion

First quarter real estate

PALMER—Join us for
our 50th Class Reunion on
Oct. 18, 2025, 6 p.m. to 12
a.m. at Tony and Penny’s in
Ludlow -enjoy dinner, music,
and great company. Tickets
are $60 per person.

Please RSVP to ccol-
burnl72@comcast.net  for
yourself and guest by August
9, 2025.

The payment deadline is
Thursday, Sept. 11, 2025.

Please make checks pay-

able to “PHS 75 Reunion”
and mail them to:

PHS 75 Reunion, PO
Box 213, Palmer, MA 01069-
0213

We would like a recent
photo if possible, to add to

our slideshow. If you would
like to share any other pho-
tos from high school days, it
would be appreciated. Pho-
tos can be e-mailed to Cindy
at:  ccolburnl72@comcast.
net.
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help address the worldwide
shortage of cancer specialists.

A big question about VSO

An important issue for
doctors issuing virtual second
opinions is whether they need
to be licensed in the state
where they are delivering
their opinions. Technically,
the answer is yes: They are
providing diagnostic recom-
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mendations that may affect
the course of a patient’s treat-
ment.

An offense like that could

cost doctors their license.
There’s a workaround,
however: Doctors are allowed
to provide virtual second
opinions on a peer-to-peer
basis. In other words, your
doctor is allowed to consult
with a doctor in another state.
Because of this, I recommend

that, if you’re looking for a
VSO from an out-of-state
provider, you should work
with your doctor to obtain it.

In a 2021 study, the
Mayo Clinic found that a sec-
ond opinion cuts the chance
of misdiagnosis in half, yet
it’s estimated that only 5% to
10% of patients seek them. If
you have any concerns about
your diagnosis or treatment,
get a second opinion — in per-
son or virtual.

Teri(Dreher) Frykenberg,
is a registered nurse and board
certified patient advocate and
founder of www.NurseAdvo-
cateEntrepreneur.com, which
trains medical professionals
to become successful private
patient advocates. Teri offers
a free phone consultation to
Turley Newspaper readers as
well as to nurses interested in
becoming advocates. Reach
her at Teri@NurseAdvoca-
teEntrepreneur.com.

PALMER - The Palmer
Town Collector would like
to remind all taxpayers Fis-
cal Year 2026 1st quarter real
estate and personal property
tax bills are due and payable
by August 1, 2025.

The Tax Collector’s of-
fice is accepting credit and
debit card payments for

property taxes either on
the town website at www.
townofpalmer.com or at the
tax office. There is a sliding
scale fee for each bill paid
which is passed on to the
taxpayer. The fee structure
can be viewed on the town
website.

If you are making on-

taxes due on Aug, 1

line payments through your
bank (EFT’s), please set it
up to

have the check mailed
directly to our office, 4417
Main Street, Palmer, MA
01069. Do not use the Wo-
burn lockbox address for
this type of payment as no
bill that would include a
scan line is included for pro-
cessing.

Please call the Collec-
tor’s office at (413) 283-
2601 with any questions
pertaining to tax payments.
Office hours are Monday
8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m., Tuesday
thru Thurs. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. and closed on Friday.

Tent for Rent

The Palmer Lions Club
is offering a 20’ x 40’ tent for
rent, including set up
and take down. Cost is $250.

We also rent 8’ tables
for S8 each.

For details and reservation call
Karen at (413) 813-8445.
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WE DELIVER HAPPINESS!

Cannabis Delivered Straight to Your Door!

Why drive to a dispensary? BlazeXpress offers FREE,
discreet, same-day delivery of safe, legal cannabis directly
to your home. No traffic, no waiting—just fast, friendly
service and unbeatable convenience.

S LN
E% E Get $10 OFF your 1st order!
Use Promo Code: NEWS1

* Visit BlazeXpress.com or Call (413) 412-8525

Corrections

The Journal Register will glad-
ly correct factual errors that appear
in this paper. Corrections or clarifi-
cations will always appear on Page
2 or 3. To request a correction, send
information to Editor at journalreg-
ister@turley.com, or call 283-8393,
extension 236. Corrections may also
be requested in writing at: Journal
Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA, 01069.
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LOCAL KETONE
PRONMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF
Retail Prices

Cutting and
Styling
Color & Cut $72

in a quiet and private atmosphere

1005 Central St., Palmer, MA
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

| 413-636-5819

w

*

LOGGING ¢ ARBORIST ¢ SAFETY

1292 PARK ST.  1-800-232-6132
PALMER, MA 01069  (413) 544-9022

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm ¢ Sat 7am-Noon
Shipping Can Be Arranged
= e

RENTALS AVAILABLE
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Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
Michelle Dane and Karen Davis of Monson Together.
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Mother-daughter team Patty Clark and Risley Dudley of Curiously
Rise have a variety of crocheted plushes and other items.

primitive decor using antique items, with a seasonal focus on
Halloween and fall garlands.
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Scott Blodgett from First Amendment Printing creates custom

t-shirts, hoodies, tumblers, and apparel for schools and sports
teams.
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Terry and Cheyenne Fitzell showcase Diamond Art bookmarks,
keychains, magnets, and light catchers at their first fair.

PR
s

CONTACT US:
CLAYCHICDESIGN413 M,

GMAIL.COM

Clay Chic Design - Makayla Manuel crafts handmade polymer
clay jewelry, including candy canes and gingerbread men.
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Kaitlin Weidler and Cameron Spurr of Kreations by Kaitlin offer
coasters, keychains, cups, and custom vinyl designs using
Cricut and sublimation techniques.

CHRISTMAS 1 from page 1

tisan foods, quirky gifts, and
creative crafts. In a twist that
perfectly matched the ven-
ue, attendees enjoyed wine
tasting alongside their hol-
iday shopping. The relaxed
adult-friendly  atmosphere,
combined with warm weather
and a strong breeze, created
an ideal summer outing for
families and wine lovers alike.

Many vendors were ex-
cited first-timers, while oth-

ers were seasoned partici-
pants with deep local roots.
The fair also partnered with
Paws 4 Blue, further empha-
sizing community collabo-
ration. Guests strolled past
stalls filled with polymer clay
jewelry, crocheted shrimp in
sweaters, spooky shadow box-
es, custom embroidery, wood-
craft, and more.

Handmade goods ranged
from quilted flags by The
Country Moose Quilting &
More to handmade wooden
pens at The Crazy Cat Wood-

Foods

Crimson Lion
Specialty

4'13-396-1114/ www.thecrimsonlion.net

Greg Coran from Crimson Lion Specialty Foods sells gourmet
jams, hot sauces, popcorn, and the crowd-favorite jalapeio

honey mustard.

Kimberly Spiney of Whimsigest produces gothic-style shadow
boxes, poison-themed decor, and tiny coasters with a twist

Nicole Shaughnessy from Perfect Beauty donates a portion of
profits from her bath and body products to animal shelters.

shop. Shoppers could pick
up rare minerals and botani-
cals at Crystal Clear Gardens
or laugh over cheeky gifts at
Hustle and Heart of Wilbra-
ham.

Beyond retail, the event
reflected a deep well of cre-
ativity and passion among
local crafters. Vendors shared
stories of pandemic hobby
turnarounds, multigeneration-
al crafting legacies, and new
business beginnings. Wheth-
er it was 3D printed dragons,
beaded bottle openers, or pop-

it frogs, each booth had a sto-
ry, and a maker proud to tell it.

With strong attendance
and vendor satisfaction, Mon-
son Together plans to return to
Brimfield Winery next sum-
mer. “It was a great day,” Da-
vis added. “Hopefully we’ll
work with the winery again.”

As shoppers departed
with early holiday finds and
full hearts, it was clear that
Christmas in July had once
again brought the spirit of giv-
ing to life; even under a sum-
mer sun.

TR E E

S ERVICE

ROBINSON

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

Saturday, July 26th

Uncle Country

/pm-11pm

The Library Loft

Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer

We are celebrating our

20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.

Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm + Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. T0am - 4pm « Fri. 10am-4pm - Sat. 10am-2pm

HoPE TO SEE YOU THERE

Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.
Flease, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

s L SUSTLILI S L V===l F~==1I.J 00 I } ULt Bu |

Saturday, August 9th
/pm-11pm

Uncle Country

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke
948 Main Street, Warren, MA . 413-436-8491

Saturday Nights
also if no band

EVERY SUNDAY

DARTS
LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm e All Welcome

I L= St

“Join the team that does more by
9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new careerin 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call-or text:774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mcearthybus:com to apply

D

J.P. McCarthy & Sons

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM
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Handcrabési for o

mother create handmade plush pop-it toys, including frogs,

mushrooms, and aliens.

Alicia Reep from Reep What You
Sew offers custom embroidery
on jackets, hats, and children’s
clothing, including giveaway raffles.

x—

Melissa Spear and Cheryl
Pigeon from Krazy Krafts
collaborate
crafts, fairy gardens, and
floral creations.

Patrons wander through the shade and sun to view all of the
vendors at the Christmas in July Craft Fair.

Ted Gurski of The Crazy Gat Woodshop hand-turns wooden and
acrylic pens and items using unique materials like automotive

on sewn

?N"'

-y

Victoria Bettueli from Ammonite Tracks specializes in whimsical
crochet and knit creations like shrimp in sweaters and loaf cats.

Sherry, Tom, and Diane Perron from Arts & Farts & Crafts
repurpose vintage ceramic molds into quirky lamps, planters,
and wine glasses.

paint scraps.

. - , . . |. 9 ,'-{__!- A : ,‘"ﬁ
Melissa Nadreau from Crystal Clear Gardens curates rare

plants, minerals, and botanical jewelry with an earth-made,
artistic flair.

CLUES ACROSS

1. Pacific Standard
Time

4, Extracts through
heating and melting

10. Express delight

11. More curvy

12. Expression of
uncertainty

14. Indicates before

15. Daughter of Hera
and Zeus

16. Southwestern CA
city

18. Unified

22. Less attractive

23. Base of jellies

24. A large and noisy
party

26. He was traded for
Luka

27. Wolverine genus

28. «Happy Days»

actress Moran

30. Root of taro plant

31. Student
environmental
group (abbr.)

34. Silk garments

36. Unique power

37. Ray Liotta cop film

39. Leak slowly
through

40. Notion

41. Atomic #55

42. Fixed in one place

48. About heat

50. Type of baseball
pitch

51. Seedless raisin

52. Large wading birds

53. Similar

54. Time zone

55. Atomic #34

56. Program

58. 0ld world, new

59. Contrary belief
60. «To the __ degree»

CLUES DOWN

1. Plain-woven fabric

2. Classed

3. Suppositions

4. Midway between
south and west

5. Tropical American
trees

6. Leveled

7. Published false
statement

8. Adolescent

9. Junior’s father

12. Aurochs

13. Not low

17. Boxing’s GOAT

19. Short musical
composition

20. Small immature
herrings

21. Eavesdropper

25. Parcels of land

29. Anger

31. Irritations

32. Hindu holy man

33. Wicker basket for
fish

35. Natural object

38. Transporting in a
vehicle

41. A dog is one

43. Smaller portion

44. Sew

45. Belonging to a
thing

46. Horsley and
Greenwood are two

47. Scottish language

49. Producer

56. Exclamation of
surprise

57. Russian river

Brandon Pigeon of Pigeon Creations and his partner offer 3D
printed and sublimated crafts like dragons, tea lights, and bags.

RICHARD R. GREEN
— Insurance Agengy, Inc——

e AUTO » HOME ¢ BUSINESS e LIFE

® Great Locations ® Registry Service
* Quotes Gladly Given ® We Make Housecalls

Please Visit Our Website For an
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

Two Locations:

128 Main St.
Monson, MA
267-3495

32 Somers Rd.
Hampden, MA
566-0028

Fax: 413-267-3496
Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

www.richardgreeninsurance.com

Independent
Insurance
Agent
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Turley Photos by Abigail McCoy
Perfect Crunch Freeze Dried Candy small business, owned by
Donna Wagner.

Linda Hall “It’s not fine art, It’s Fun art” with her paint kits for
kids and adults.

Alan Hamel, owner of the new train store in the Schoolhouse
Commons basement across from Hebee Pottery.

Nicole Desilet with her homemade access
Desilet’s Handcrafted Jewelry.

Bob Ryan from Ethel’s Emporium, a men’s hygiene and product
store. They work under Apremont LLC and have a few other
small businesses operating under the same umbrella.

BUSINESS 1 from page 1

DJD 3D Prints, who dis-
played a colorful collection
of hand-painted 3D-printed
items ranging from super-
heroes to dragons and fidget
toys.

“I print and paint almost
everything myself,” DeJohn
explained. “The kids love the
dragons. It’s fun and interac-
tive, and there’s something
for everyone.”

Inside the School House
Commons, permanent ven-
dors welcomed attendees into
their eclectic shops. Among
them was Bob Ryan of Eth-
el’s Emporium, (Apremont
LLC), a gift store focusing
on men’s grooming products,
soaps, and t-shirts. Ryan
also partners with other sec-
ond-floor vendors to show-
case their homemade afghans
and decorative items.

Paula Yelinek, owner of
Frames and Things, offered a
blend of vintage and custom
framing options. Many of her
frames are repurposed and

given new life; a reflection of
the Commons’ own spirit of
renewal.

“Someone gets rid of it,
and someone else comes in
and loves it,” said Yelinek,
who’s been operating her
business in the building for
nearly five years.

Just upstairs, Tracy Cha-
put, owner of L+M Creations,
has carved out a niche offer-
ing mobile scrubs and medi-
cal uniforms, frequently vis-
iting hospitals, schools, and
local events to bring prod-
ucts directly to clients. Her
family, it turns out, is deeply
embedded in the Commons’
entrepreneurial fabric:  her
husband manages a toy busi-
ness, and her father runs a
model train shop on the lower
level.

“It’s a real family affair,”
Chaput said. “We all pitch in
to support each other.”

One of the day’s high-
lights was the grand opening
of the new train store operat-
ed by Chaput’s father, Alan
Hamel, who has been in the
model train business for 15

Paula Yelinek, owner of Frames and Things, showing off the

current frame project she is working on for a customer.

Kathy Lloid with 2S Crafts & Gifts.

years but officially opened
his shop at the Commons
on that Saturday. The store
offers everything needed to
build a scenic model rail-
road layout: rolling stock,
HO scale buildings, ballasts,
grass, and more.

Meanwhile, a former
first-grade classroom now
houses the Library Loft, a
used book shop operated by
the Friends of the Palmer
Public Library. According to
Eleanor Szlachetka, presi-
dent of the Friends group, the
store is now in its 26th year,
funded entirely by donations
and book sales.

The event also highlight-
ed local artistry. A water-
color painterRon Dion, who
preferred not to be photo-
graphed, shared how his jour-
ney into painting began just
four years ago, inspired by
a bonding moment with his
great-granddaughter. Today,
his art is featured in greeting
cards, bookmarks, and mat-
ted prints.

Elsewhere, Kathy Lloid
of 2S Crafts & Gifts shared

JOIN US FOR GEBRRBROOK’S

ST

a collaborative booth show-
casing handmade quilts, cro-
cheted items, dog collars,
jewelry, and slate art made by
a group of friends and family
members.

“We’ve been here since
October,” Lloid said. “We
moved around a bit but found
a home here. It’s been won-
derful.”

Chalue and other ven-
dors are optimistic about the
future of Small Business Sat-
urday at the Commons. Plans
are already in motion for fu-
ture events that may include
tag sales, antique car shows,
and themed vendor fairs.

“We want to bring in
all kinds of people,” Chalue
said. “If someone’s not into
tag sales, maybe they’ll come
for the antiques. The idea
is to support each other and
grow together.”

For a building once filled
with classrooms and chalk-
boards, the School House
Commons has evolved into
something just as education-
al; a place where the commu-
nity learns to support its own.

A RETRO SEASIDE GELEBRATION!
SATURDAY, JULY 26TH

Step back in time to the golden days of the boardwalk! Grab your shades and get ready

for a seaside-inspired celebration filled with old-school charm and summertime fun!

JUKEBOX OLDIES & SOCK HOP SOUNDS
HOT ROD DOGGS FOOD TRUGK

CLASSIC GARNIVAL GAMES
COTTON CANDY, POPCORN & SNOW CONES

You could win a prize for best:

* Cool Cat Coolness
e Beach Babe Chic
e Greaser Vibes

1:00AM 10 2:00PM

Take a tour during the event
and you could win:

* $250 Big Y Gift Certificate
» $250 Visa Gift Card

il "

jor ol e

FEIERRANY

S

RSVP by 7/23 to Mary at 413-758-5377 or mdembkowski@cedarbrookvillage.com

Cedarbrook o Village

INDEPENDENT LIVING
413-758-5377

CedarbrookVillage.com

ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE

73 South Street
Ware, MA 01082

at Ware

| x

An Everbrook Senior Living Community
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SOCCER

Mustangs squeak by
Rams in summer tilt

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

MONSON - Many out-
standing soccer players have
played for the Monson girls’
varsity soccer team over the
years. You can certainly add
Hannah Murphy’s name to
that list.

During last Friday night’s
Pioneer Valley = Summer
Soccer League B-Division
match-up with Granby, Mur-
phy recorded a hat-trick as the
Lady Mustangs squeaked out
a 3-2 victory at Larry Tas-
sinari Field in Monson. &

“We were very ex-
cited about playing tonight’s
game because we play in the
same league as Granby during
the regular season,” Murphy
said. “It gave us an opportu-
nity to see how they’ll be in
the fall. We were missing a
couple of key start-
ers, but we were still § =
able to pull off the *
win. We're just get-
ting ready for the fall.”

Murphy will be the only
senior listed on the Monson
varsity soccer roster.

“It’s my last year playing
for the varsity soccer team,’
Murphy said. “T just want to
leave my team off in a good
place. I really like helping the
younger players on the team.”

Lylia Ellis approaches a loose ball.

Granby and Monson are
members of the Central Divi-
sion.

A couple of Monson’s
younger key players are Av-
ery Beaudoin, and Emma
Maziarz.

MUSTANGS 1 page 10

Audriana Perkins tries to

settle the ball.
Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Emma Maziarz heads up the field.

Avery Beaudoin clears the ball away.

SOCCER

PALMER - Last
week, Monson American
Legion Post 241 baseball
scored a 5-1 win over
West Springfield in its fi-
nal home game of the reg-
ular season. Post 241 fell
7-3 against Pittsfield in
its regular season finale,
but Monson put together
four wins in its final five
games to make the Le-
gion tournament. Monson
would play three games in
the tournament. Coverage
from those games will be
in the next two editions.

Grayson Griswold
fields a grounder.

www.sports. turley com

Strong finish to regular
season for Post 241

Brayden Mega fires a pitch home.

Miguel Velazquez gets the tag out at second.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Hunter Griswold sends a fire
to first.

Shane Szado fields a grounder to first.

Western Mass.
softball captures gold

DEVENS - Earlier this
month, the entrant from West-
ern Massachusetts captured
the gold in this year’s Bay
State Summer Games for soft-
ball.

The tournament began
this year with West team actu-
ally suffering a loss 3-0 in the
opener playing in the Willard
Field Complex in Devens. The
tournament started on July
8 with two games. Follow-
ing an opening loss, the West
bounced back with a 4-3 win
over the Northeast team.

Action continued on

Wednesday July 9 as the West
scored two wins in the game.
They defeated Metro 2-1 and
then trounced on the Central
Mass. team 10-2 to earn a spot
in the gold medal game, which
took place on Thursday, July
10. The West found itself in a
rematch with Coastal and this
time prevailed in a slugfest,
winning 11-7.

Among the players on
this year’s team from Western
Mass., Chelsea Hull of Mon-
son High School, Agawam’s
Alexina Lentes, and Holyoke’s
Mia Bauer were on the team.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Four days
after giving up a pair of
stoppage time goals and
having to settle for a tie
against rival Vermont Green
FC in the regular season fi-
nale, the Western Mass. Pi-
oneers hosted the Long Is-
land Rough Riders in a USL
League Two play-in match.

Once again, the Pio-

neers held a two-goal advan-
tage late in the second half,
but this time there wouldn’t
be any miracle comeback

by the opposing team. The
Pioneers advanced into the
Eastern Conference quar-
terfinals with a 2-0 shutout
victory before a large crowd
at Lusitano Stadium, last
Tuesday night.

“We’re very happy with
this result, especially after
what happened on Friday
night,” said longtime West-
ern Mass. Pioneers head
coach Federico Molinari.
“It was in the back of my
mind during tonight’s game.
You just hope it doesn’t
happen again.”

PIONEERS 1 page 10

Juan Hermoso heads up the
field.

Pioneers grab win in playoffs

Israel Neto makes a quick

pass durmg recent action.
Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Tommy Catalano scores win at Monadnock Speedway

WINCHESTER, New
Hampshire — For Tommy
Catalano, watching his broth-
er Trevor earn his first NA-
SCAR Whelen Modified Tour
victory at Monadnock Speed-
way last year was emotional
for several reasons.

Trevor’s triumph came
in only his eighth NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour ap-
pearance. Entering Saturday’s
Duel at the Dog 200 at Mo-
nadnock Speedway, Tommy
had 96 career starts on his re-
sume, none of which had re-
sulted in a win despite several
close calls.

Years of patience and

hard work brought a second
Catalano to Monandock’s
Victory Lane in thrilling fash-
ion.

Tommy was tasked with
fending off Patrick Emerling
during an overtime restart
while on older tires. Emer-
ling briefly took the lead from
Tommy, but a nudge to Emer-
ling’s back bumper knocked
him out of the groove just
enough for Tommy to earn an
emotional breakthrough vic-
tory by the slimmest of mar-
gins —.007 seconds.

“I didn’t really want to
get [Emerling] like that into
[turn three],” Tommy said. “I

was hoping to kind of move
him up the hill a little bit. Ev-
eryone was kind of tight right
there. Justin [Bonsignore]
was right on my bumper. It’s
unbelievable.

“Hopefully this isn’t the
last one.”

After starting 12th, Tom-
my cycled to the second posi-
tion after electing to stay on
track during a caution with
42 laps remaining that, iron-
ically, involved his brother
Trevor.

Tommy lined up second
behind Luke Baldwin for the
ensuing restart, with Tyler
Rypkema providing the two

a buffer between Emerling,
who led the remaining lead
lap cars off pit road. Know-
ing he needed to move quick-
ly, Tommy dove underneath
Baldwin in Turn 1 to take
the lead, which also pinned
Emerling on the top line.

By the time Emerling
worked his way back to sec-
ond behind Tommy, anoth-
er caution would trigger an
overtime restart. The fastest
car at Monadnock all evening
would now be lined up to
Tommy’s outside for the final
two-lap sprint, but even with
the odds against him, the sea-
soned veteran was not ready

to surrender the win just yet.

Emerling led at the white
flag. Through determination
and sheer will, Tommy led at
the checkered flag, albeit just
barely.

The scene in Victory
Lane was nearly identical to
last year’s Duel at the Dog
250, with the only difference
being the role reversal of the
brothers.

As the Catalanos cele-
brated, Emerling felt a mix
of frustration and disappoint-
ment with his second-place
effort. He was critical of the
maneuver Tommy pulled on
him to take the victory but

does not plan to linger on Sat-
urday’s defeat for long.

“We had the best car to-
day,” Emerling said. “We led
basically the whole race and
the whole team executed re-
ally good. We were doing ex-
actly what we had to do and
had the race won in the last
corner but got smashed out of
the way. That’s not the type of
racing that I do, but I guess
that’s how it goes.”

If Emerling had edged
Tommy at the line, he would
have snapped a streak of dif-
ferent winners to open 2025,

WIN I page 11
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Alete of Uhe Week

Miguel Velazquez
Pathfinder

Velazquez helped get some key outs for
Post 241 in a matchup with West Springfield.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week,
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to
gscibelli@turley.com.

143 West Street

Ware, MA 01082

I\A&:NJLT()hJ

Insurance Agency

HOME - AUTO -

CONGRATULATIONS

BUSINESS - LIFE

Our Family
Cares
About Your
Family

ATHLETE!

Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

www.moultoninsurance.com

413-967-3327

&

ARBELLA

INSURANCE
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The Lady Mustangs
entered the final week of
the PVSSL regular season
sitting in first place in the
B-Division standings with
an 8-1 mark.

The Lady Rams (6-3)
were tied for third place
with the Chicopee Pacers,
Frontier and Ludlow.

In the second meeting
of last season between the
two squads, which was also
played at Tassinari Field,
Murphy scored a late goal
giving her team an exciting
2-1 senior day victory.

Murphy, who has been
playing for the varsity team
since she was an eighth
grader, has compiled 150
career goals. She netted 49
of those goals as a junior
last fall.

After graduating from
Monson High School in
the spring of 2026, Murphy
plans to continue playing

college soccer at the Divi-
sion 1 level. She has made
a verbal commitment to join
the women’s soccer team
at Sacred Heart University,
which is in Fairfield, Con-
necticut.

Murphy’s older sister,
Emma, is a member of the
UMass-Dartmouth ~ wom-
en’s soccer team.

Monson took a 1-0 lead
in last Friday’s summer
league match in the fifth
minute of the opening half.

After receiving a pass,
Murphy made a move
around Granby goalie Mer-
edith Bartosz before firing a
shot into the open net.

A little more than ten
minutes  later, Murphy
weaved around a couple of
defenders before putting a
low shot into the left corner
giving the home team a 2-0
advantage.

Then a shot attempt by
Eleanor Szlosek was saved
by Monson goalie Audrey
Gregoire, who’s entering

S
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NURSES: TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR
CAREER & MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

+/ Become a Private Patient Advocate

+/ High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule :
 Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance | ¢
V Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

u EADVI][IAT
ENTREPRENEUR

the seventh grade.

The Lady Mustangs
normal starting keeper is
Grace Berry.

Granby managed to cut
the deficit in half when Car-
li Zobka delivered a pass to
Sofia Marsh, who scored a
goal, with a couple of min-
utes remaining in the open-
ing half.

The score remained
2-1 until the middle of the
second half when Murphy
completed her hat-trick.

With about ten minutes
remaining in regulation,
Marsh netted her second
goal, which made the score
3-2.

Margo Healey had a
shot on goal for the visiting
team, but Gregoire made the
save, which helped the Lady
Mustangs keep the lead.

The two regular sea-
son meetings between the
Granby and Monson girls’
soccer teams are scheduled
to take place on Sept. 19
and Oct. 9.

Our
advertisers
make this
publication
possible.

Let them know
you saw their
ad in the

Journal
Register

|

BOOK A CALL TODAY
WITH TERI FRYKENBERG

@ www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com

Candlepin League News

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

Summer Edition

EAST BROOKFIELD
— The Wednesday Mixed
Summer League have three
weeks left of candlepin
bowling left in the summer.

After 11 weeks of
league, Sophia’s Raiders re-
main in first place with a re-
cord of 67-21. Gutter Dolls
are in a distant second place
with a record of 53-35.
Kristen’s Squad are in third
place with a record of 48-40
and Straight Shooters are in
fourth place with a record of
46-42.

In week 11, the Roll-
ing Stones bowled against
the Gutter Snipes. In game
one, Gutter Snipes won by
a score of 425-418. In game
two, Rolling Stones won by
a score of 428-411. In game
three, Rolling Stones won
the last game by a score of
433-430.

Marc Vinciulla of Gut-
ter Snipes finished the
match with a 107. The final
score was 1279-1266 in fa-

vor of the Rolling Stones.

The second place team,
Gutter Dolls, bowled against
Sophia’s Raiders. In game
one, Gutter Dolls got a big
win over Sophia’s Raiders,
432-425.

In game two, Sophia’s
Raiders won by a score of
425-410. In game three, So-
phia’s Raiders and Gutter
Dolls tied the last game at a
score of 424. Sophia Hearn-
laye ended the match with a
high game of 109.

The final score was
1274-1266 in favor of So-
phia’s Raiders. Gutter Dolls
received three points and
Sophia’s Raiders won five.

Clock Barn bowled
against Kristen’s Squad in
week 11. The match began
with a tie in game one with
both teams scoring 424. In
game two, Clock Barn won
by a score of 429-424. In
game three, Kristen’s Squad
won the last game by a score
of 438-428.

The final score was
1286-1281 in favor of Kris-
ten’s Squad.

The No Shows bowled
against the Straight Shoot-
ers in week 11. In game

one, Straight Shooters won
by a score of 442-407. Alan
Nason of Straight Shooters
bowled a 102.

In game two, Straight

Shooters won again by
a score of 449-447. Pete
Swistak of No Shows

bowled a 105 in a losing ef-
fort.

In game three, Straight
Shooters won for a three-
game sweep over No
Shows, 485-425. Sue Rose
of Straight Shooters bowled
well with a 106 in game
three. Nason finished strong
with a 108 during the team’s
victory.

Straight Shooters de-
feated No Shows with a
final score of 1376-1279.
Straight Shooters move to
fourth place with a record of
46-42.

Gutter Fingers won two
out of three games and six
points bowling against their
average. The team scores
consisted of 438, 444, and
434. Jean Pouliot was over
average (87) every game by
scoring 99, 90 and 90.

Sophia’s Raiders have
three weeks left to defend
their #1 seed position.
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The Pioneers, who fin-
ished the regular season with
a 10-1-3 record, played their
last home game of the season.

Pioneers’ goalie Trey
Sheppard, who made his
first home start of the season
against Vermont, was feel-
ing much better after posting
his first shutout against the
Rough Riders.

“I didn’t sleep very well
the other night, but I re-
ceived a lot of support from
my teammates,” said Shep-
pard, who’s from Columbus,
Ohio. “I just forgot about the
past and focused on tonight’s
game. I'm really looking for-
ward to playing for this team
again next year.”

Sheppard is also one of
the goalies listed on the Am-
herst College men’s soccer
roster. The Mammoths are the
defending NCAA Division 3
National Champions.

Sheppard, who’s going
to be a sophomore in the fall,
missed most of the Pioneers
regular season because the
Ambherst men’s soccer team
made a trip to Europe where
they played several matches.

“It was definitely a very
cool experience,” he said.
“We played a few games over
there, but I'm very glad they
gave me an opportunity to
play here.”

Sheppard certainly en-
joyed having a solid defense
in front of him led by Pioneers
captain Aidan Kelly, who’s a
member of the UMass-Am-
herst men’s soccer team.

“Aidan is a great de-
fender,” Sheppard said. “He
makes all of the plays.”

The other three Pioneers
starting defenders in the home
finale were Jaiden Willems,
Juan Hermoso, and Gustavo
Barosa.

Willems suffered an in-
jury in the middle of the first
half against Long Island (9-3-
1). He was replaced by Jared
Smith.

“I thought Jared was the
man of the match,” Sheppard
added. “We have a very good
defense.”

The play-in match was
scoreless until the 26th min-
ute of the opening half.

That’s when Mamadi Ji-
ana, who graduated from Chi-
copee High School, received
a pass from Israel Neto before
blasting a shot into the net.

“I felt very good after
scoring what turned out to
be the game winning goal
in front of the hometown
crowd,” said Jiana, who
mostly likely played his final
match wearing a Pioneers jer-
sey at Lusitano Stadium. “It’s
always very special whenever
we’re playing at home.”

A couple of minutes lat-
er, Neto fired a shot from the
top of the box, but Long Is-
land goalie Ethan Wood

managed to knock the

ball over the crossbar result-
ing in a corner kick.

The Pioneers held a 1-0
halftime advantage.

In the middle of the sec-
ond half, Neto chipped a pass
from the right side of the box
to a wide Santiago Blasco

Gomez, who put the ball into
the net giving the Pioneers a
2-0 advantage.

Unlike what happened
in the regular season finale,
Sheppherd and the defense
didn’t allow the Rough Riders
to make a late comeback.

Gustavo Barbosa gets a Ieg on the ball.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Jose Suarez Monaco goes after the ball.
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Valley Blue Sox scored
slugfest win before break

HOLYOKE - The Val-
ley Blue Sox had great of-
fensive success in their 14-
11 victory over the Sanford
Mainers. Valley (16-19)
had the bats going early
thanks to shortstop Michael
Elko and right fielder Isaac
Wachsmann, however, San-
ford (18-18) started the of-
fensive explosion first.

In the top of the first,
Mainers’ Zack Kent singled
up the middle to score Do-
menico Tozzi. Peter Keblin-
sky scored an earned run on
an E2 by Hayden Perry and
Kent scored unearned. San-
ford had a dominant top of
the second inning, scoring
four more insurance runs
thanks to wild pitches and
an error by the Blue Sox.

Valley found their foot-
ing in the bottom of the in-
ning. It started with Wyatt
Hunt being hit by a pitch
which was followed by An-
drew Loikits’ double. An
E6 error occurred which
allowed Hunt to score and
Loikits to advance to third.
Kai Cunningham then sin-
gled into center field scor-
ing Loikits. Cunningham
found his way down to sec-
ond base on a nice steal and
was then driven in to score
off of a single by Chris Car-
son. It was now 7-3 at the

end of two innings.

Sanford acquired two
runners on first and second
before Sam Miller nuked a
three run home run shot into
left field to make it 10-3
heading into the bottom of
the third.

Just when it looked like
the Blue Sox were going to
be crushed by the Mainers,
Valley had an incredible
offensive explosion. Wachs-
mann crushed a homer into
left field to start the scoring
frenzy. Nichoals Spaventa
and Hunt walked and then
Loikits reached first base
on an El which allowed
Spaventa to score to make
it 10-5. Cunningham hit
a sac ground out to score
Hunt and advance Loikits.
Hayden Perry walked to
reach first. Carson drove a
ball into left center to score
Loikits and advance Per-
ry to third. Then Michael
Elko came to the plate. Elko
ripped a triple into right
field scoring Perry, Carson
and himself on a E4 to tie
the game at 10-10. Wachs-
mann came up to bat for the
second time that inning and
crushed a homer into the
same exact spot as before
to give Valley their first lead
of the night 11-10 to end the
inning.

WIN 1 from page 9

having previously won at
New Smyrna Speedway.
Austin Beers’ victory at
Lancaster Motorplex last
weekend tied the record for
seven different winners in
seven events that was set in
1999.

Instead, Tommy’s val-
iant effort during the final
laps set a new NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour re-
cord; eight winners in the
first eight races.

Building up Catala-
no Motorsports has been
a prolonged, methodical
effort not only by Tommy,
but his mother Amy, his fa-
ther Dave, his brothers and
every member of his team.
That elusive first victory
finally arrived on Saturday,
a day Tommy wasn’t sure

Event Name

would ever materialize.

“It’s just nuts,” Tom-
my said. “You see all the
people that have won so
far this year and if you said
any of them were going
to win their second race
[this year], that wouldn’t
have surprised me at all. To
come here and do what we
did is phenomenal.

“You start getting
down thinking it’s not
meant to be, but you keep
plugging away and keep at
it.”

Kyle Bonsignore fin-
ished third in his 100th
NASCAR Whelen Mod-
ified Tour start, followed
by his cousin Justin Bon-
signore and Beers. The rest
of the top 10 included Ryp-
kema, Baldwin, Stephen
Kopcik, Craig Lutz and
Anthony Nocella.

N Community
Autumn Events

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement
which will be published September 10, 2025.
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches
over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Wachsmann was hyped
about his home runs. “There
was not a lot going through
my head [during the home
runs.] I was just trying to
put together good at bats
and help the team get back
into the game.”

Valley’s Head Coach
Endy Morales was im-
pressed with Wachsmann’s
performance. “He’s a su-
per talented guy and when
pitchers make mistakes and
when facing really good
hitters, you make them pay,
that’s just the name of the
game right there.”

More scoring occurred
in the bottom of the fourth.
Hunt tripled which was then
followed by Lokits walk-
ing and stealing second.
Cunningham then walked
to load the bases up. Per-
ry’s sac ground out scored
Hunt and advanced Loikits
to third. Carson walked and
then Elko slapped a double
off the center field wall to
drive in Loikits and Carson.
The Blue Sox were now up
14-10.

Sanford was ultimately
not able to catch up to Val-
ley’s explosive offensive
momentum as the game
ended 14-11 in favor of the
Blue Sox.

Morales was hyped
about the win. “Absolutely
incredible [game]. I told the
[team] in the second inning
this game was going to be a
dog fight and they respond-
ed,” Morales said.

Mass. Pirates near
end of regular season

GREEN BAY, WI — The
Massachusetts Pirates were
held to just 10 points in the
second half as the Green Bay
Blizzard clinched a berth in
the upcoming Indoor Foot-
ball League playoffs with a
56-27 victory at the Resch
Center. The Pirates (7-8) led
three times in the first half
but could not slow down the
Blizzard (10-5) as Green Bay
swept the season series from
Massachusetts.

The Pirates took the
opening kickoff and put to-
gether an 11-play drive that
resulted in a 24-yard field
goal by Josh Gable for the
first points of the contest. The
Blizzard wasted no time com-
ing back as quarterback Max
Meylor threw two passes to
JT Davis and then handed off
to Kymani Clarke for a two-
yard touchdown run for a 7-3
lead.

The Pirates would re-
claim the lead with 52 sec-
onds on the clock in the
quarter as quarterback Kenji
Babhar scored his 26th rushing
touchdown of the season on a
one-yard scamper, capping a
six-play 44-yard drive, giving
Massachusetts a 10-7 lead af-
ter one.

The second quarter saw
both teams turn the ball over.
The Blizzard were deep in
their own territory and on sec-
ond and 12 from the 12, Mey-
lor was intercepted by defen-
sive back Smoke Monday,
who returned it to the four-
yard line. On the next play,

Bahar fumbled the ball as he
tried to hand off to Pooka Wil-
liams Jr. Scean Mustin recov-
ered the ball, and it led to the
Blizzard’s second score. Mey-
lor threw a five-yard shovel
pass to Lowell Patron for the
third lead change of the game,
with Green Bay out front 14-
10.

The Pirates’ offense al-
most misfired again on the
next possession. With a first
and goal at the three, Bahar
fumbled again. This time he
recovered at the 19. A defen-
sive pass interference penalty
moved the ball back to the
four-yard line, and two plays
later, it was Bahar running
it in for his second rushing
touchdown of the night to put
Massachusetts back out front
17-14 with 3:36 remaining in
the first half.

Green Bay would answer
as Meylor threw his second
touchdown pass of the half,
as Andre Williams pulled in a
12-yard strike. Andrew Mevis
added the point after for a 21-
17 lead with 60 seconds on
the clock. The Pirates drove
all the way to the Green Bay
six, but Gable’s 14-yard field
goal attempt was no good as
the Blizzard led by four points
at the break.

Green Bay started the
third quarter with a bang as
on the first play Meylor threw
a 30-yard touchdown pass to
Williams, his second TD re-
ception of the game, to give
the Blizzard an 11-point lead
at 28-17.

The Pirates added a 25-
yard field goal from Gable
to close the deficit to eight
points with 8:12 remaining
in the quarter, but the lead
increased to 15 as Meylor
connected with Patron for
his second touchdown. The
successful six-play, 30-yard
drive gave the Blizzard the
confidence to attempt an on-
side kick. The kick was recov-
ered by Green Bay’s Kevin
Ransom, and five plays later,
it was Meylor throwing his
fifth touchdown pass of the
game. Clarke made a six-yard
TD reception, and the quarter
ended with the Blizzard lead-
ing 41-20.

The fourth quarter began
with the Pirates scoring on a
six-play 30-yard drive with
Bahar hitting Teo Redding
with a clutch four-yard touch-
down pass from five yards
out. Gable’s PAT made the
score 41-27 with 9:42 to play.

The Blizzard would
score the next two touch-
downs as TJ Davis found the
end zone from 27 yards out
on Meylor’s sixth TD pass of
the game. Then Ransom in-
tercepted Bahar and returned
it 28 yards for a touchdown.
Green Bay’s good fortune
continued as the conversion
snap bounced to Mevis, who
executed a perfect drop kick
to make the final score 56-27.

The Pirates’ final regu-
lar season game will be next
Friday night at the Tsongas
Center at 7:05 against the Bay
Area Panthers.

Quabbin Valley set to host second league

Following up on the re-
sounding success of its inau-
gural campaign, the Quabbin
Valley Baseball League, an
over-28 adult baseball league
will hold its second Fall
League this September and
October.

Seeking to create a similar
competition environment to its
spring/summer league, Quab-
bin Valley, with contributions
from the Valley Wheel Over-
28 Baseball League, created a
four-team fall league last year
featuring the Braves, Dodgers,

(

Date/Time

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn,
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Deadline
for Calendar
submissions
is August 11.

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event”
in the subject line of your email.

Cardinals, and Twins.

Those same four teams
are set to return and each team
tends to have openings on
them. Additionally, the league
is open to welcoming more
teams in to the league if it finds
enough interest.

While the fall league
schedule is still under con-
struction, it will mostly feature
Sunday morning games played
with wood-bat only, which is
customary for fall baseball.
There could be some Saturday
games added to the schedule

depending on the completion
of the spring/summer season
as well as to makeup rainouts,
potentially. Games are nine-in-
nings long and there is a small
playoff and championship held
at the end of the season. Last
year’s fall season was eight
games and that is the goal for
this year. Free and low-cost
fields are used as well as just
one umpire in an effort to keep
the costs lower for players. The
cost to play will likely range
from $40 to $60 for the eight-
game schedule. Players from

outside the Quabbin League
may also pay a small fee for
insurance as well.

An interest/registration
form, will be forthcoming
soon, but until then, to express
interest in the league, you can
email the coordinators of the
league at either GScibelli22 @
yahoo.com or ikhandfield@

gmail.com.
Scheduled and team
placement for unaffiliated

players will be finalized in
mid-to-late August. Please join
in the fun this fall.

.

Low cost tutoring
& scholarships are
available!

We’re a private,
non-profit organization
at the Palmer Public

meet your educational
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

__
1OP FlooT e

Library, here to help you

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Your Professional & Educational Goals

LEARNING  Tutors Needed

For English Language Learners,
HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

Computer
Security Class

Basic Computer Use —
Resumé Building & Updating
English Language Learning
GED/HiSET Preparation
Reading, Writing, Math
Citizenship Exam

SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

Next Computer Security Class

July 30 - Call for Details!

Contact Us For More Information

413-544-6600 .

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning’org
Shttps://topfloorlearning.org/ #

¢




PAGE 12

July 24, 2025

I THE JOURNAL REGISTER

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

The Fales Family (left) and the Santana Family (right) making friends and doing a fun activity they

can bring home.

Each participant is provided with a jar and a set of paint
brushes, two different glow-in-the-dark paints are on the
tables for people to share.

School Supply List

FIREFLY 1 from page 1

ivory-toned and neon green
glow-in-the-dark paints, each
UV-reactive, to decorate the
inside or outside of small
glass jars, creating a whimsi-
cal firefly-in-a-jar effect. San-
chez encouraged artistic free-
dom and experimentation,
showcasing a drying example
she had created with layers of
paint both inside and outside
the jar to offer a 3D-style fin-
ished look.

“I saw something online
that used glow-in-the-dark
paint in another context, and
it sparked the idea,” said San-
chez. “I had three dozen jars
sitting around and thought,
let’s call them firefly jars and
make that the theme.”

While the concept was
new to Palmer Library’s
programming, jar crafts and
painting nights are a familiar
staple. Sanchez noted that
Pinterest and other online re-
sources help inspire many of
the activities she adapts for
the library’s programs.

The glow-in-the-dark jar
project was also intentionally
designed with flexibility in
mind, especially after a more
complex idea involving fairy

Kids and guardians fill the room as the
help the participants.

1

Youth Service’s Librarian, Angie Sanchez, explaining how to
make a DIY firefly jar with the least amount of mess.

lights and battery packs was
ultimately set aside. “That
kind of setup works well for
adults,” Sanchez said, “but
with kids, all the wiring and
big battery packs didn’t feel
like the right fit. I didn’t want
them to be frustrated. With
this, they can take their time,
enjoy the process, and feel
proud of what they made.”
The event is part of a
lineup of weekly family-fo-
cused summer programming
that happens each Wednes-
day at 10:30 a.m., all listed at
www.palmerlibrary.org.

Suggested School
Supply Donations:

Box of Colored Pencils
Plastic Pencil Box (Unlabeled)

Sanchez hinted that the
firefly jar craft may make a
return in future seasons, pos-
sibly with some tweaks based
on this first run. “Depending
on how tonight goes, I’d con-
sider doing it again. It really
depends on how the kids re-
spond.”

From the turnout and en-
thusiastic painting happening
throughout the room, it’s safe
to say the glow-in-the-dark
firefly jars were a hit; one that
lit up imaginations and made
for a memorable night at the
Palmer Public Library.

Youth Service’s Librarian, Angie Sanchez, goes around to

<
% il

The example Angie Sanchez
created before the event to
show how it can be done.

CAMPUS

N O T E S

Alexis Plumley graduates from
Albany College of Pharmacy
and Health Sciences

ALBANY, NY — More than 220 undergraduate,

graduate and PharmD students crossed the stage at Al-
bany College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences’ 145th
Commencement on May 17, 2025. The ceremony was

Erasers (Not Pencil Top)

Thin Set of Crayola Markers Drop Off

. ° hosted at the Albany Capital Center in Albany, N
Thick Set of Crayola Markers Locations: York, o AP T AR AR T
Among those that graduated was Alexis J. Plum-
Scotch Tape WARE ley of Brimfield.
Pack of Post-It Notes Cedarbrook V“lage

Local residents named to
Clark University Deans List

WORCESTER - The following local residents
were named to Clark University’s Spring 2025 Dean’s

Box of 24 Crayons (No Larger)
Colored Pencils

Children’s Scissors

Elmer’s Glue Sticks

Monson Savings Bank
Moulton Insurance
Hakim Medical Center

POOP PP PP I PP P PP PP PP

Dhillon Family Dentistry List:
EXpO Markers Ware Town Hall honol;/;z'iya E. Senquiz, of Monson was named to first
Single SUbject Notebooks (Any COIOI') Ware River News Jaiden E. Gombos, of Brimfield was named to first
i honors.
Erasers (Pencil Top Style) PALMER Kayla R. Southworth, of Brimfield was named to
H H - second honors.
Lots of Pencils (Idea”y TlCOﬂdEng a) J Stolar Insurance Agency Students must have a GPA of 3.8 or above for first
i honors or a GPA between 3.50 and 3.79 for second
oot e o |
Just a Little Craft Store
Hand-Held Pencil Sharpener Palmer Restaurant
. Phish Phriends Fire Logs
It?ms For Sharlng Life’s Memories & More . .
wlth The CIas Se ) Fire log for the Monson Fire Department for the week of
° Rocky’s 07/14/2025 thru 07/20/2025. The department responded to 21
y .
. Palmer Town Hall EMS calls and 5 Fire calls.
§ Ly50|/C|0|'0X Wlpes aimer 1o a On Monday, July 14 at 10:53 a.m. the department re-
Ti sponded to 115 Wales Road for the vehicle gas leak. The de-
%A SSues . MONS_ON partment returned to service at 11:08 a.m.
§ Hand Sanitizer The Better Bean On Thursday, July 17 at 9:11 a.m. the department re-
: Expo Markers . sponded to 246 Woodhill Road for the stove fire. The depart-
%\‘ P P T I Monson SaVIngs Bank ment returned to service at 9:50 a.m.
aper lowels On Thursday, July 17 at 1:24 p.m. the department re-

TJ’s Tavern |
. sponded to 283 Wales Road for the illegal burn. The depart-
ment returned to service at 1:43 p.m.

On Saturday, July 20 at 4:33 a.m. the department re-
sponded to 14 Crest Road for the smoke detector activation.
The department returned to service at 5:02 a.m.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT

Matt Lemieux, 413-886-2591

Mnchkn1221@aol.com On Saturday, July 20 at 1:06 p.m. the department re-

sponded to 57 Town Farm Road for the vehicle in the pool. The
department returned to service at 2:34 p.m.

Dan Flynn, 413-297-5886
dflynn @turley.com

Ware Business
Civie Association

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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Public Nnotices

TOWN OF PALMER
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40A, Sections
10 & 11 M.G.L. the Palmer Zon-
ing Board of Appeals will hold
a Public Hearing on Monday,
August 4th, 2025 at 6:00 PM
at the Palmer Town Administra-
tion Building, 4417 Main Street,
Palmer, MA.

The applicant, Amanda Pierce,
is requesting a variance from
§171-35 Dimensional and Den-
sity Regulations. The variance
request is to allow for the con-
struction of a shed within the rear
setback. The property is located
at 4061 Main Street, Palmer. This
parcel is also known as Assessor’s
Map 82, Lot 126.

A copy of the application may
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard
on the application can contact the
Planning Department at 413-283-
2605 or appear at the time and
place designated above.

This notice shall also be posted
on the Massachusetts Newspaper
Publishers Association’s (MNPA)
website (http://masspublicnotic-
€s.01rg).

Palmer Zoning
Board of Appeals
07/17, 07/24/2025

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF
THE TRIAL COURT
COMPLAINT TO
FORECLOSE TAX LIEN
[seal] No. 25 TL 000076

To any former stockholders,
officers, creditors, and any other
persons claiming any interest in
J.RM. Realty, Inc., a dissolved
Florida corporation formerly lo-
cated in St. Petersburg in the State
of Florida; Joseph R. Martowski,
as he was President and Direc-
tor of said J.R.M. Realty, Inc.,
deceased, formerly of Palmer,
Hampden County, and said Com-
monwealth; Joyce V. Perry, for-
merly known as Joyce V. Welch,
as she is Treasurer of said J.R.M.
Realty, Inc., now or formerly of
Belchertown, Hampshire County,
and said Commonwealth; Mi-
chael J. Martowski, as he is Vice
President of said J.R.M. Realty,
Inc., now or formerly of Palmer,
Hampden County, and said Com-
monwealth; Joyce V. Perry, for-
merly known as Joyce V. Welch,
now or formerly of Belchertown,
Hampshire County, and said
Commonwealth; Michael J. Mar-
towski, now or formerly of St.
Petersburg in the State of Flor-
ida; David Martowski, now or
formerly of Springfield, Hamp-
den County, and said Common-
wealth; Sherri Martowski, now
or formerly of Ware, Hampshire
County, and said Commonwealth;
Brenda Corbin, also known as
Brenda Martowski Corbin, now
or formerly of Palmer, Hamp-

den County, and said Common-
wealth; or their heirs, devisees,
legal representatives, successors,
and assigns:

A Complaint has been filed by
the Plaintiff Town of Palmer. The
Complaint asks the Court to enter
a judgment ending any ownership
rights or interests in the land de-
scribed below. The Complaint is
about a parcel of land located in
the Town of Palmer, Hampden
County, Massachusetts, described
in the Complaint as follows:

Property: Building Containing:
0.00 SF (more or less)

Location: 226 Gates St

Assessors: 3003200

Registry: 29320

Land Court: -

Recorded: Hampden County
Registry of Deeds

To respond to the Complaint,
you or your attorney must take
these steps by the Deadline to
Answer, which is September 15,
2025.

First, prepare a written Answer.
You may write your own Answer
or use the form or the online
guided interview program on the
Court website. Second, file your
Answer with the Land Court Re-
corder’s Office, or in the Assistant
Recorder’s Office at the Registry
of Deeds where the land is locat-
ed, or using the Court’s online
eFiling system. Third, serve a
copy of your Answer to the Plain-
tiff by mail or e-mail.

If you do not answer the
Complaint by the above Dead-
line to Answer, this Court will
find you in default. You may lose
the chance to answer or dispute

the facts listed in the Complaint
or pay the taxes owed. You may
lose all ownership rights or inter-
est in the land described above.
If a judgment of foreclosure is
entered, you will lose ownership
of your property. If the property
is worth more than the amount
owed to cover the tax debt and
foreclosure costs, you may be
entitled to receive any remaining
funds (excess equity) from the
Plaintiff.

It is ordered that this citation
be published right away, once
in Journal Register a newspaper
published in Town of Palmer.

Witness, GORDON H. PIP-
ER, Esquire, Chief Justice of
said Court, this eighteenth day of
July in the year two thousand and
twenty-five.

Attest with Seal of said Court.
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder

Plaintiff’s Attorney:

Peter A. Brown, Esq.,
2 Oliver Street, Suite 501,
Boston, MA 02190
Tel: (617)463-9133

07/24/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P1458EA
Estate of'
Anthony Niver

Date of Death: 12/02/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Timathy Niver of
Torrington, CT requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Timathy Niver of Torrington,
CT be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 08/18/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affida-
vit of objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day, ac-
tion may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the Per-
sonal Representative and may
petition the Court in any matter
relating to the estate, including
the distribution of assets and
expenses of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: July 14, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
07/24/2025

TOWN OF PALMER
TOWN COUNCIL
NOTICE OF PASSAGE

On July 14, 2025, the Palmer
Town Council passed Loan Au-
thorization 2025-3, a Bond Or-
der authorizing the borrowing of
funds in the amount of $2,280,000
for the purpose of paying costs of
designing, constructing, recon-
structing, and equipping a centri-
fuge sludge dewatering system at
the wastewater treatment plant. A
complete text of this loan autho-
rization is available at the office
of the Town Manager and Town
Clerk, 4417 Main St., Palmer,
MA 01069.

Town Council of Palmer, MA
07/24/2025

E-FOILS 1 from page 1

merged weed mats, while oth-
ers expressed concerns over
the wake and speed disrupting
kayakers and families on rafts.
There were also worries about
the deep rudders damaging na-
tive aquatic vegetation and the
use of the devices by unregis-
tered and potentially underage
operators.

“These items are proba-
bly not meant for a lake like
Forest Lake,” one resident
stated. “The fact that they
can go up to 35 miles an hour
means that they exceed the 10
mile an hour speed limit.”

Commission  members
agreed to bring the matter to
the attention of Town Man-
ager Brad Brothers. There
was discussion about possibly
coordinating with the envi-
ronmental police and filling a
vacant recreation director po-
sition to help manage future
conflicts between recreation
and conservation. Some mem-
bers suggested revisiting the
town’s waterway enforcement
framework, including the po-
tential appointment of a harbor
master.

Trailer Replacements in the
Quaboag Valley Co-Op

Two  separate  public
hearings focused on requests
related to the replacement of
manufactured homes at 67 and
61 Skyline Terrace within the
Quaboag Valley Co-Op, a res-
idential mobile home commu-
nity adjacent to the Quaboag
River.

For 67 Skyline Terrace,
the applicant sought a deter-
mination for the removal of an
existing trailer and the instal-
lation of a wider replacement
home on a new foundation.
The project falls within the
200-foot riverfront area, and
one mature maple tree near the
setback line is slated for re-
moval. The applicant’s repre-
sentative, Mike Petros of En-
gineering & Land Solutions,
offered to mitigate the tree
loss by planting a replacement
elsewhere in the park.

“Within our proposal, it
would meet the standards of
redevelopment since it is re-
placing an existing structure,”
Petros told the commission.

After reviewing the plans,
which included a structural

The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline

for public submissions to Mondays. To get your
submission in for that week’s edition space permitting,
email Editor at journalregster@turley.com or call the
office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. We
appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

slab foundation system and
minimal earthwork, the Com-
mission approved the request
with a negative determination,
meaning no Notice of Intent
was required.

A similar but more com-
plex proposal was discussed
for 61 Skyline Terrace, which
had previously contained a
deteriorated trailer that was
removed following a probate
process. Petros explained that
while the site qualifies as re-
development, it does not meet
the definition of a degraded
site under Department of En-
vironmental Protection (DEP)
guidelines, as the area includes
maintained lawn space.

Petros assured the Com-
mission that the new trailer
would be placed farther from
the river than the original
structure and noted that the
plan includes removal of an
outdated septic system. The
system would be pumped,
crushed, and filled according
to DEP standards.

“We are improving on the
conditions. We’re not worsen-
ing it,” Petros said.

Due to a delay in pay-
ment processing to the state
DEP, the applicant requested
a continuance until the Com-
mission’s August 19 meeting,
which was granted without
objection.

Project on Old Warren
Road Continued for
Stream Classification

The Commission also
considered a request for deter-
mination and notice of intent
related to a home addition at
209 Old Warren Road. The ap-
plicant is seeking to overcome
the presumption that a near-
by stream is perennial, which
would affect the regulatory re-
view process.

Agent Jessica Ladin in-
formed the board that the ap-
plicant was not yet prepared
to provide the necessary docu-
mentation and had requested a
continuance.

“We can’t go through
with the NOI until we first
decide if it’s a stream or not,”’
Ladin said, emphasizing the
procedural sequence required
by DEP guidance. The hearing
was continued to August 19.

Developer Withdraws
East State Street
Subdivision Plan

In a significant devel-
opment, applicant Brenda
Ivankivetz formally withdrew
her application for the pro-
posed Rolling Pines subdivi-
sion on East State Street. The
24-lot open space residential
development had sparked con-
cern in earlier meetings due to
its proximity to wetlands and
resource areas.

Ivankivetz submitted a
letter of withdrawal, which
Ladin summarized for the re-
cord. The Commission then
voted to close the public hear-
ing and approved the with-
drawal of the Notice of Intent
without prejudice.

“Sometimes folks are un-
sure about the business aspect
of all this,” said one commis-
sioner. “It’s just very emotion-
al and very upfront about her
experience.”

Planning Updates:
OSRP and
Farmland Inventory

The Commission re-
viewed progress on updating
the town’s Open Space and
Recreation Plan (OSRP) in
advance of a required submis-
sion deadline in September.
Tasks remaining include up-
dating the action plan and cre-
ating a “unique features map”
that was omitted from the last
submission.

“We want to have that
all done by mid-September,”
said Ladin. Pioneer Valley
Planning Commission may be
consulted to help complete the
mapping component.

Commissioners also re-
visited a report on “farmland
of local importance,” which
was compiled by a student
working with a UMass profes-
sor last year. The report helps
reclassify agricultural land not
previously recognized in state
databases and can improve eli-
gibility for farmland preserva-
tion funding.

“We don’t want to let this
kind of document just fall by
the wayside,” Ladin empha-
sized.

She noted that the Mas-
sachusetts Department of
Agricultural Resources con-
siders this classification when
ranking applications for APR
(Agricultural Preservation Re-
striction) funds, making the
inventory a valuable tool for
landowners interested in pro-
tecting working farmland.

HUB 1 from page 1

function properly... They
do desire to remain in Mon-
son long term,” said Houle
during his presentation.

Stormwater System
Draws Scrutiny

Much of the board’s
discussion focused on the
stormwater system, which
represents a substantial up-
grade from the current site
conditions. Houle detailed
the multi-tiered design,
which includes catch basins
fitted with hoods, hydrody-
namic separators, oil-water
separators, and a shut-off
valve to contain potential
spills. Most runoff will be
handled by an underground
infiltration system, while a
small surface infiltration ba-
sin will serve the southern
portion of the site.

The town’s peer re-
viewer, Comprehensive
Environmental Inc. (CEI),
had previously flagged the
absence of a monitoring
well in the basin as a poten-
tial shortfall. National Grid
requested a waiver of that
requirement, citing environ-
mental concerns that a well
in the basin could uninten-
tionally act as a conduit for
contaminants to enter the
groundwater. Board mem-
bers agreed to the waiver on
the condition that a moni-
toring well be installed just
outside the basin. They also
required that groundwater
from the well be sampled
annually for three years to
check for hydrocarbons, in-
dustrial solvents, and other
contaminants.

“We are requesting that
the board consider waiving
that requirement for mon-
itoring wells in light of the

environmental  sensitivity
here,” Houle said.
Traffic and

Safety Measures

The board raised con-
cerns about traffic flow and
vehicle operations. Houle
confirmed that the site will
operate primarily during
daytime business hours, but
will remain accessible 24/7
for storm-related emergen-
cies. National Grid will in-
struct its staff and delivery
drivers not to turn left from

Bethany Road onto Route
32 South, in response to
safety concerns from the
police department. The
company intends to strictly
enforce this restriction.

Lighting at the site will
be designed to meet local
regulations and avoid spill-
ing onto neighboring prop-
erties. A modest fence and
gated entrance will be added
along the street-facing side
of the property, primarily to
discourage pedestrian intru-
sion. Houle explained that
the fencing is not intended
as a full security measure,
since the site’s proximity to
active railroad spurs would
make a secure perimeter dif-
ficult to maintain.

“National Grid takes
safety very seriously...
They intend to enforce that
heavily with their staff)”
Houle told the board.

Hazardous Materials
and Rail Use

Board members asked
detailed questions about
the handling of hazardous
materials. Houle clarified
that no fueling will occur
on-site and that existing un-
derground fuel tanks will be
removed in compliance with
Department of Environmen-
tal Protection regulations.
Only limited quantities of
oil, lubricants, and cleaning
agents will be stored indoors
in accordance with building
code and containment stan-
dards. The building’s drain-
age system includes floor
drains connected to an oil-
grit separator and sanitary
sewer, as required by the
state plumbing code.

Transformers will be
stored on-site, but only new-
er models containing miner-
al oil will be kept there. Old-
er transformers containing
PCBs will be sent directly
to disposal facilities. Houle
also noted that National
Grid intends to make use of
the property’s existing rail
spurs to receive large ship-
ments such as wire reels,
citing this as a logistical ad-
vantage of the site.

After closing the pub-
lic hearing, the Planning
Board voted unanimous-
ly to approve both the site
plan and special permit.
The approval includes stan-

dard conditions, along with
the additional requirement
for a monitoring well and
groundwater testing. The
decision will be filed with
the Town Clerk and is sub-
ject to a 20-day appeal pe-
riod.

“I make a motion we
grant approval... plus mon-
itoring well installed and
tested for a three-year peri-
od adjacent to the infiltra-
tion basin,” said one board
member, summarizing the
final conditions.

Stormwater Bylaw
Amendment Introduced

The second half of the
meeting was dedicated to
the town’s ongoing efforts to
bring its stormwater bylaw
into compliance with feder-
al MS4 (Municipal Separate
Storm Sewer System) regu-
lations. Highway Surveyor
Ben Murphy and AECOM
stormwater consultant Kate
Shasler explained that while
Monson adopted a storm-
water bylaw in 2006, recent
federal enforcement actions
have deemed the current
language outdated. The
town has received a consent
order from the EPA, and
failure to act could result in
fines.

The proposed amend-
ment would increase the re-
quired removal of total sus-
pended solids (TSS) from
80 to 90 percent for new
development, and introduce
phosphorus removal targets
for both new and redevel-
oped sites. The changes also
prioritize low-impact devel-
opment techniques and add
language consistent with the
Massachusetts Stormwater
Handbook.

“If we don’t meet that
deadline, they (the EPA)
can come back with what’s
called a consent order...
and potentially a fine,” said
Shasler.

Planning Board mem-
bers emphasized that the
existing bylaw will largely
remain intact, with amend-
ments focused on sections
related to environmental
performance standards.
The proposed changes will
undergo a formal public
hearing and a vote at Town
Meeting before they can be
adopted.

Send Us Your Photos!
journalregister@turley.com




PAGE 14

July 24, 2025

I THE JOURNAL REGISTER

Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS |

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us ot 413.283.8393

_FORSALE [N  SERVICES | SERVICES |  SERVICES | AUTO | HELPWANTED |
CASH FOR
JUNK
AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

PIANO FOR SALE
$100 or best offer.
Call Judy at 413-419-8263.

NATIVE ULTIMATE 12
FISHING KAYAK:
Excellent Condition, always stored indoors.
Adjustable seat, Scotty Rod Holders, Hum-
mingbird fish finder, trolling motor, paddle,
Stohlquist fishing vest, and many extras.
$600.
Call Frank 413-537-5254

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Gl e,

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**xxxx*A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware,
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans,
advertising  tins,hunting,  fishing,
signs, and more.
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists
Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior
Finish carpentry, framing, window & door
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.
Competitive pricing. Insured.
Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT

WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations re-
paired, basement waterproofing systems,
sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free esti-
mates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-1611,
(413)374-5377

C)

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French

(413) 222-5542

frenchyn@gmail.com

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

STUMP GRINDING
413-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

Full Time Position
OIL BURNER SERVICE TECH

MA Oil Burner Tech License required. Full
Time position with benefits and vacation.
Local service area, no cities. Potential
signing bonus based on experience. Call
Sherman Oil to inquire. 508-867-7447 or
email shermanoil@aol.com.

HOUSEKEEPER. Monday and Friday, 5
hours each day. Duties include cleaning,
ironing, washing. Send resume to PO Box
8, Hampden, MA 01036.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

THE TOWN OF HUNTINGTON
IS SEEKING A
PART-TIME TREASURER.

$20,384 - $23,110 annual salary based
on experience. Approximately 16 hours
per week. Application and complete job
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us.

Position is open until filled. Town of Hun-
tington is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
HIGHWAY POSITION OPENING

The Town of Worthington is soliciting letters
of interest and resumes from qualified can-
didates for a full-time Equipment Op-
erator/General Laborer position within
the Highway Department.
Valid MA CDL operator, Hydraulic Hoister’s
licenses and OSHA-10 certification is pre-
ferred.

More in-depth information can

be found on the Town’s website:

www.worthington-ma.us
Questions will be answered by the Highway
Superintendent at 64 Huntington Road,
Monday — Friday, 7 AM to 3 PM; the tele-
phone number is 413-238-5830 or send
letter of interest, resume and three (3) ref-
erences with relevant contact information
to highway@worthington-ma.us and
shoard@worthington-ma.us.
This posting will remain pertinent until the
position is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

Post your
Jjob openings
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Name: Phone:

Address:

Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QaVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv

Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ———

Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

SPRINGFIELD

TRUCK DRIVER/LABORER

The Town of Peru Highway Department is
now accepting applications for the posi-
tion of Truck Driver/Laborer. Preferred
applicants will have a valid Class B CDL,
Class 2A Hoisting license, and a current
DOT Physical card. Construction and me-
chanical experience preferred. Must be
able to work in all weather conditions. Po-
sition is full time 40hrs/week with manda-
tory overtime during snowstorms. Excellent
benefits.

Email resume to: townadmin@townof-
peruma.com or mail to Town of Peru,
Board of Selectmen, 3 East Main
Rd. Suite 107, Peru MA 01235.

For additional information contact the High-
way Superintendent at (413) 655-8224.
(The Town of Peru is an equal opportunity
employer).

FOR RENT

4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5/baths,
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities.
1st/last/security. References and proof of
income required. Call 413-589-0401.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

WARE: 3 BDRM., quiet dead end street.
Refrig/stove/off-street parking. $1300/mo.
First/last. (508) 723-2638.

| FERGEEST ]
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Subscribe Today!
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Publications, Inc,
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413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Gloria Marie Judith A. McMahon i rtvers
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- amay and her puzzles and enjoying piz-
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(Brothers) Ahearn, 96, was was predeceased by her hus- Mnn (Bonelli) Mc- nn cMahon. funeral events. Judy's fina Fox, Douglas E.
reunited with her beloved late ahon, age 86 Judy  graduated wish was to have her ash-

husband, Emmett on July 21,
2025 at Quaboag Rehabili-
tation and Skilled Nursing
Center. Born December 31,
1928 in Palmer, she was the
daughter of Hector and Marie
(Nicholas) Brothers. Gloria
has been a lifelong resident of
Palmer and was a communi-
cant of St. Thomas the Apostle
Church. She was also active
in the Palmer Senior Center
and enjoyed her crossword
puzzles. Over the years, she
collected hundreds of bells
and her sweet tooth relished
in Keebler Chewy Chocolate
Chip Cookies. Gloria was
an animal lover, most espe-

band, Emmett Ahearn and
is the last surviving of her
siblings, Barbara Stred, Ec-
tor Brothers, Clifford Broth-
ers, Jean Wilson, and Robert
Brothers. Gloria will be dear-
ly missed by her daughter,
Robin McClenaghan and her
grandson, Bruce Godin both
of Three Rivers along with
many nieces and nephews
and extended family. A fu-
neral service will be held Fri-
day, Aug. 1 at 11 a.m. at the
Beers & Story Palmer Funeral
Home with burial to follow in
St. Thomas Cemetery. In lieu
of flowers, please consider
donations in her memory to
the Palmer Senior Center.

Douglas E. Fox

1943 - 2025

MONSON-
Douglas E. Fox,
82, born on May
1, 1943, in Spring-
field, passed away
on July 12, 2025,
in Palmer. He was a
hardworking truck
driver and a talent-
ed diesel mechanic,
known for his skills
behind the wheel
and in the garage.

Douglas had a passion for
music and enjoyed nights at the
bar, playing the guitar and en-
tertaining friends at places like
Lakeview Lounge, Mountain
Park, and Sunset View Camp-
ground. He was also a HAM
radio operator, a hobby that
allowed him to connect with
people near and far. With a per-
sonality that was a bit rigid on
the line of a rebel, “Foxy” lived
life on his own terms, cherish-
ing each moment he spent with
family and friends.

He leaves behind his sons,
Marshall Fox of Windsor, CT,
Douglas Fox Jr. of Palmer, MA,

and Steven Campbell
of Stuart, FL. His
daughters, = Tammy
Desreuisseau of Palm-
er, and Lisa Wilson of
Union, WV. He also
leaves many grand-
children and great
grandchildren as well
as a niece and neph-
ew. He will also be
missed by his beloved
pet “Miss Kitty.”
Douglas was predeceased
by his sister Virginia John-
son, and his parents, Elmer
and Katherine Fox. He will be
missed by all who knew him
and remembered for his stories
and the music he shared.
Family and Friends are in-
vited to gather for a Celebration
of Life to be held on Saturday,
July 26, 2025 at St. Stans locat-
ed at 2114 Main Street in Three
Rivers from 4 -7 p.m.
Lombard Funeral Home
has been entrusted with the ar-
rangements. For online condo-
lences please visit www.Lom-
bardfuneralhome.com.

The Journal Register

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

ADVERTISING

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» |f so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person

interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications, a locally owned family
business, offers a competitive commission
structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

formerly of the
Bondsville section
of Palmer, passed
away quietly on
Saturday, July
12, 2025, after a
brief illness. Judy
was born in Cam-
bridge, Massachu-
setts on June 7, 1939, and
was raised and educated in
Springfield, Massachusetts.
She leaves behind her daugh-
ter, Wendy Dill, her sisters,
Sally Hawley and Susan
Magee, and her cousin, Wal-
ter Brown. Judy was prede-
ceased by her wife, Linda J.

from Commerce
High School and
completed the
LPN program
at STCC and
worked at Spring-
field Municipal
Hospital.  After
raising her family,
she retired from her career
in nursing and later was em-
ployed for many years at the
Ware Walmart. Judy loved
people and thoroughly en-
joyed gatherings with friends
and family on trips to Cape
Cod and Disneyland. She
loved playing BINGO, doing

es privately scattered in the
Scattering Garden of Spring-
field Cemetery. Memorial
Contributions are Kindley
directed to two of her favor-
ite charities: The Salvation
Army of Springfield (P.O.
Box 971, Springfield, MA
01101-0971) or Doctors
without Borders USA (P.O.
Box 5030, Hagerstown, MD
21741-5030. Final Arrange-
ments are under the direction
of Cebula Funeral Home,
Ware. For more information
and an online guest book,
please visit: www.cebulafu-
neralhome.com.

Joseph H.
Raczka, 68, of War-
ren passed away
peacefully at home
on July 19 with his
family by his side.
It is difficult to have
him leave us, but
we know he is at
peace after a 7-year
journey with Alz-
heimer’s. There is
no cure, SO we are
thankful for God’s grace and
mercy. Joe is now fully re-
stored in heaven.

He was the son of Mat-
thew and Ruth (West) Raczka
and was raised in Palmer. He
married Diane Dubosh in 1979
and they moved to Warren

Joseph H. Raczka

where they spent
many happy years
together. Joe was a
dedicated son, hus-
band, father, grand-
father and broth-
er. He took so much
pride in his career as
a truck driver and
enjoyed providing
for his family. Over
the years he worked
for several trucking
companies, including Con-
struction Service, Consolidat-
ed Freightways, and Yellow,
but his favorite was at Palmer
Paving. Joe was meticulous
in maintaining any vehicle or
“toy” that he owned. He en-
joyed riding his 1981 Honda

motorcycle, many snowmo-
biles and even his riding lawn-
mower. Joe had a quick wit
and could be very funny! On
his softer side he loved his
cats, Rudy and Luey.

He will be missed by his
family; wife of 45 years, Di-
ane, daughters Kim Raczka
and her partner Alyx, Liz
Raczka and her partner Kev
and Suzanne Raczka, grand-
sons Theo, Max and Orion,
sisters Fran and her husband
Tony and Margaret and her
husband David and their sons
Jon and Joe.

Death is a comma, not a
period.

Services will be held at
the Beers and Story Palmer

Died July 12, 2025
Services July 26, 2025
Lombard Funeral Home

McMahon, Judith A.
Died July 12, 2025
Cebula Funeral Home

Raczka, Joseph H.

Died July 19, 2025
Services July 24, 2025
Beers & Story Funeral Home

Schetzel, Constance
Died Sept. 28, 2024
Services Aug. 6, 2025
Lombard Funeral Home

Funeral Home on Thursday,
July 24 from 5-7 p.m. Private
burial for the family will be
held on Friday at Pine Grove
Cemetery in Warren.

Joe always hated dressing
up, so please come as you are;
no suits needed. Joe would like
that.

In lieu of flowers dona-
tions can be made to: Town of
Palmer c/o Veteran Services,
Veterans Gift Fund, 4417
Main St. Palmer, MA 01069,
In memory of Joe’s father
Mathew and his Uncle John,
both veterans of WW 1II, or
Here Today, Adopted Tomor-
row PO Box 557, Brimfield,
MA 01010, In memory of
Rudy.

MONSON -
Constance  “Con-
nie” Schetzel
passed away peace-
fully in St. George,
Utah on September
28, 2024. She was
born in Springfield,
Massachusetts on
October 11, 1944,
to the late Rose
and Martin Furgal.

Connie spent
her early years in Monson,
Massachusetts, and later at-
tended Framingham State
College. The following year,
she married her devoted hus-
band, James Schetzel, and
the couple relocated to Con-

Visit us at

WWW.

turiey

Constance Schetzel
1944-2024
necticut, where  took great pride in her family.

Connie began her
career as a Home
Economics teacher
in the East Hav-
en School System.
After taking time
off to raise their
two sons, Connie
returned to school
and earned a Mas-
ter’s degree from
St. Joseph College
in Hartford, Connecticut. She
then went back to teaching.
She retired after 21 years of
dedicated service in educa-
tion.

Connie was a devoted
wife and a loving mother who

She loved to travel and em-
braced life’s adventures, in-
cluding driving cross-country
to her new home in Mesquite,
Nevada. There in the South-
west, she found new purpose,
new friendships, and new joy.

Connie is survived by
her husband of 57 years,
James Schetzel; her sons, Ed-
ward and Jeffrey; and her sis-
ter, Eleanor Miller of South
Hadley, Massachusetts. She
also leaves behind many
cherished nieces and neph-
ews. She was predeceased
by her parents, Martin and
Rose (Jablonski) Furgal and
her sisters Pamala Furgal and

Jane Robert.

There will be a gather-
ing of family and friends at
Lombard Funeral Home on
Wednesday, August 6, 2025
from 9 to 10:30 a.m. fol-
lowed by a Funeral Mass at
St. Patrick’s church at 11a.m.

In lieu of flowers, the
family requests that dona-
tions be made in Connie’s
honor to Alzheimer’s Disease
Research, 22512 Gateway
Drive, PO Box 1950, Clarks-
burg, MD.

Lombard Funeral Home
has been entrusted with the
arrangements, for online con-
dolences please visit Lom-
bardfuneralhome.com.

Haluchs

MEMORIALS)

haluchsmemorials.com

1014 Center St

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.

Ludlow, MA 1 583-6508

Job Connection

newspcaper

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

Park Administrator

correspondent

Journal Register seeks Experienced Writers/
Journalists to produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various towns and cities.
e Must be dependable, professional and able to
meet strict deadlines
e Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

Deanna Sloat

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
dsloat@turley.com

Full-time Park Administrator for a large, over-55 mo-
bile home community. Responsibilities include over-
seeing facilities and maintenance crew, as well as
enforcement of cooperative rules. Individual would
be expected to take an active role in day-to-day op-
erations, in coordination with President, Board of Di-
rectors, maintenance crew and office staff.

Requirements include previous management expe-
rience; general knowledge of building, property and
vehicle maintenance; excellent organizational, com-
munications, and time-management skills.

Resumes can be sent to:

Pine Valley Plantation Cooperative,
281 Chauncey Walker St., OFC30,
Belchertown, MA 01007
or emailed to office@pvpco-op.com
Attention: Richard Kelleher, President

Please include days and times that you would be
available for an in-person interview.
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Brimfield Old Home Day Celebration

Community
Gathering of
Music, Food,
Fun & Fireworks

BRIMFIELD - The
town of Brimfield invites ev-
eryone to join them at the 4th
annual Old Home Day, Satur-
day, July 26 on the grounds
of Brimfield Auction Acres at
35 Main Street. The event be-
gins at 4 p.m. and continues
until 9 p.m. when an amaz-
ing display of Fireworks will
light up the night sky. Admis-
sion is free until 7 p.m. and
then it is $5/carload. The gate
will close at 8:30 p.m.

The day includes a stel-
lar line up of music. Time
Stretchers Band performs 4
to 6 p.m. The Band is known
for strong lead vocals and
for their impressive vocal

harmonies. The group fea-
tures Barry Searle on guitar,
Clark Howell on drums, Sar-
ah Miller on vocals and per-
cussion, Pete Rzasa on pedal
steel guitar, Paul Racicot on
keyboards and Mark Nevue
on bass.

The repertoire is an en-
joyable mix of songs from
many artists and a variety of
genres from the 50s to now!
They are constantly expand-
ing the song list, but frequent-
ly featured artists include the
Beatles, Linda Ronstadt, Tom
Petty, Johnny Cash, Badfin-
ger, The Pretenders, Steely
Dan and more. Immediately
following from 6 to 7 p.m.
will be a Community Drum
circled led by Tim Kane.
Learn about rhythms from
around the world using our
vast variety of djembes and
other hand drums. The final
musical act from 7 to 9 p.m.

Submitted photos

is local favorite, Larry Sim-
onetti, whose extensive rep-
ertoire of music spans several
genres and is always a crowd
pleaser.

The day also offers a
variety of activities for kids
of all ages. Activities in-
clude carnival games, bounce
house, face painting, Hitch-
cock Academy will create a
playground that will includes
Badminton, Volleyball, Corn-
hole and the extremely popu-
lar Gaga Ball, among others.
Local artisans will show their
wares along with non-profit
organizations, many who will
be offering information and
interactive games. The Brim-
field Fire Department is on
hand to show their interactive
display. The Sheriff’s depart-
ment will bring their therapy
dog and triad Unit.

What is a celebration
without food? Vendors will
be on hand with popcorn,
ice cream and cotton candy.
St. Christopher Church will

It’s Our Anniversary!

Celebrating 60 Years of Success,

TROMBLEY

A S S OCIATES

One Client At A Time!

Investment and Retirement Planning

« Located in Post Office Park,
Wilbraham

« Helping clients live their
best financial life since 1965

« Accomplished, Friendly

« Contactus for a
no-fee consultation

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player;
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

Wilbraham, MA 01095
Phone 413-596-6992

trombleyassociates.com

and Professional 0 85 Post Office Park - Suite 8524

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

have the grills fired up cook-
ing hamburgers & hotdogs
throughout the day. They
have also been selling tickets
for the Chicken Bar B Que,
which is taking place from
4 to 6pm. Tickets were pre-
sold, but a limited quantity
will be available that day.
Dennis McCurdy of Mc-
Curdy Insurance, who is cel-
ebrating 50 years in business,
has been the presenting spon-
sor since the event’s incep-
tion. “I believe in communi-
ty, community building and
giving back and Old Home
Day has proven to be a won-
derful opportunity to do just
that. I have countless memo-
ries of my youth in Brimfield
and am happy to be able to
support a community that has
meant so much to me.”
Volunteers are a key ele-
ment to help pull the day off
and keep everything running
smoothly. There is always
room for more volunteers
to help at the bounce house,

game area and parking. If
you are interested and able to
help, please email brimold-
homeday @ gmail.com

This day would not be
possible without the support
of the community and the
committee is for their sup-
port. They are Presenting
Sponsors, McCurdy Insur-
ance & Green Acres Antiques
and Flea Market. Platinum
sponsor, Ardizzoni Plumbing
& Heating. Gold level spon-
sors are New England Motel
& Antique Shows, Precise
Paving, RPM Heating & Air,
Soper Construction, Fran-
cesco’s Restaurant, Value
Mechanical, Elite Heating
& Air, the Brimfield Athlet-
ic Association and Auction
acres.

For additional details
check the Brimfield Old
Home Day Facebook page or
the events page at Hitchcock-
academy.org. The rain date
for the event is Sunday, July
27. Info will be posted there.

Merrick, Fay & Co.
Straw Works Hat Factory
history on Aug. 3

MONSON - If you
have an interest in Monson
history, plan to come to the
Keep Homestead Museum
on August 3 at 1:30 p.m. to
hear Bill Dominick share
information on the Merrick,
Fay, & Co. Straw Works hat
factory.

Bill, a board member of
the Monson Historical Soci-
ety, will present a program
explaining the straw hat
factory’s history from 1830
— 1927. At one time it em-
ployed 2,000 people on its
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Main St. site where the pres-
ent town offices are located.

He will also share infor-
mation about the 2 families
who owned the factory and
will have historical photos to
view.

All are welcome to this
free event in the barn and
donations are appreciated.
The museum will be open for
viewing from 1 to 3:30 p.m.
with light refreshments.

For more information
about the museum visit Www.
keephomesteadmuseum.org.

] A ]
O 0
o, P a O s
D o U

Cohasse Golf Course

Semi Private - Join Today!
Visit Cohasse.com for Times
Memberships Available

for 2025 Season
Bar open limited hours.
Restaurant not open yet.

COHASSE COUNTRY CLUB
393 Eastford Road

Southbridge, MA 01550

Phone: (508) 764-6801

Cofbaarse

1918

UNDER
NEW MANAGEMENT




