COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Pet of the week: Reading
meet George with Rats
Page 2 Page 2

SPORTS

Mustangs
head to playoffs

Page 9

SERVING PALMER, MONSON, BRIMFIELD, HOLLAND & WALES

urnal Register

s
S

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

July 27,2023 1 Vol. CLXXIl, No.26 I $1.00

MONSON
Hazard
Mitigation
Plan nears
completion

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer
dgagnon@turley.com

MONSON - The Hazard Mit-
igation Planning Committee held a
public meeting in conjunction with
Project Manager Jamie Caplan, re-
vealing the near completion of the
town’s Hazard Mitigation Plan.

The meeting afforded members
of the public an opportunity to gain
a “sense of what [they’ll] see when
[they] look at the plan, have a good
understanding of what’s in the plan,
why Monson has the plan,” and pro-
vide feedback, said Caplan.

According to Caplan, hazard
mitigation development planning
began in January with an initial
meeting with Conservation Agent
Toni Uliana, followed by the es-
tablishment of a Hazard Mitigation
Planning Committee.

Caplan said the Hazard Mit-
igation Planning Committee has
been active throughout the entire
planning process and is composed
of town leaders including Town
Administrator Jennifer Wolowicz,
Emergency Management Director
Brian Harris, Building Commis-
sioner Justin Larivee and Uliana.

Caplan said the HMPC is “re-
sponsible for assisting the consult-
ing team with identifying and prior-
itizing a list of mitigation actions,”
as well as reviewing the draft plan
to ensure it ‘“accurately reflects
what is in town.”

“We are good at what we do but
we [Jamie Caplan LLC] don’t know
anything about your town - that’s
why we want to have meetings like
this to engage with you and make
sure we put together a plan that rep-
resents you well,” said Caplan.

As of July 20, Caplan said the
Hazard Mitigation Plan would be
complete and ready for review with-
in the “next couple of weeks.”

While creating the plan, Caplan
said the consulting team sought
“any kind of sustained action that
[could] be taken to reduce or elimi-
nate risk to people and propert.”

Only natural hazards were con-
sidered in the development of this
plan.

She added the team focuses on
the town’s greatest resources and
vulnerabilities to ensure money and
energy is spent where it is needed
most.

“The plan communicates your
[Monson’s] priorities...We review
all of the plans the town has in place
as well as have meetings and other
engagement activities to get a good
sense of what your priorities are
and make sure the plan aligns with
your priorities or objectives,” said
Caplan.

Participants said some of their
natural hazard concerns included
wildfires, flooding, invasive spe-
cies, erosion, hurricanes/tornadoes,
air quality, warming winters, severe
storm damage and snow.

“One thing to consider is cli-
mate change...we don’t consider it
a stand alone hazard. We look at it
in terms of how it may impact other
hazards,” said Caplan.

The draft plan is separated into
two categories - primary climate
change interaction, and natural haz-
ards.

According to Caplan, the com-
monwealth organizes the “state
plan” in the same fashion.

The town’s draft identifies
changes in precipitation, rising tem-
peratures and extreme weather as
primary climate change interactions
impacting natural hazards such as
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Fireworks go off over the crowd of residents at Quarry Hill School.

Turley Publications photo by Michael Harrison

A Dollar Tree is moving into the space that had been a Goodwill thrift shop
in Depot Plaza. The company expanded the space to include what used to be
Tang’s Chinese restaurant, which then moved into the former Verizon store

on the end of the plaza.

Dollar Tree getting ready
to open in downtown’s

Depot Plaza

lang's restaurant set to
reopen soon

By Michael Harrison
Correspondent

PALMER — The once gaping
hole in the middle of Depot Plaza is
about to be filled.

A Dollar Tree is expected to
open in the North Main Street shop-
ping center by late summer or early
fall. The discount variety store is still
completing renovations in the space
that used to be occupied by a Good-
will thrift shop before it closed about
a year ago.

The new retailer also expanded
that space by taking over the store-
front that used to be Tang’s, a Chi-

nese restaurant that is getting ready
to re-open just a few steps away on
one end of the strip mall where Veri-
zon Wireless used to be. That means
Depot Plaza will be bookended by
restaurants with Apollo 1 Pizzaria
entrenched on the other end.

With the new Dollar Tree in
the middle, the 46,100 square-foot
shopping center also includes Le-
na’s Salon, H&R Block, Criterion
Child Enrichment and a pair of Bank
of America ATMs. Rocky’s Ace
Hardware is across the parking lot,
essentially giving Depot Plaza two
“anchors” when Dollar Tree opens,
officials said.

“All the spaces will be filled and
that is fantastic,” Palmer Town Plan-
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Dedicated staff makes
Kids Corner a great place

Palmer residents shown from left to right are Jeff Zajac, Tucker, age 8, Amy Zajac, Levi, age 10, Samantha
Wilkerson, and Max, age 10. For photos see pages 6 & 7.

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

MONSON - After weeks of post-
poning due to bad weather, the Sum-
merfest fireworks show was held on
Saturday.

Attendees arrived at Quarry Hill
School at 5 p.m. on July 22, with park-
ing starting at the High School for a
fee of five dollars.

The fields in front of the school
were filled with bounce houses and
residents who brought chairs and blan-
kets to sit on while they watched fire-
works. Families with children, adults
with their friends, and town officials
turned up to attend the long-awaited
event.

Numerous vendors showed up
to provide food and activities for
the event. Among them were JND’s
Amusements and TJ’s Gourmet Pop-
corn, which sold sweets and snacks,

Jomayra and Jerica Acevedo,
Kayliahnie Hernandez, Clarissa
Martinez, and Logan Morales sat on a
blanket to enjoy the festivities.

Turley photo by Marcelo Gusmao

The Kids’ Corner staff “love(s) each other like family,” said Samantha
Herring. (Back row) Ali, Derrick, Julia, Cathy Les, Samantha, Francesca,
Megan, Lainey, Jessica, Heather (Front row) Vinnie, Alannah, Stephen,

Emma, and Kylie.

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

PALMER - The Kids’ Corner
at Old Mill Pond School provides
a fun and healthy “third place” for
kids to go to between home and
school.

Cathy Les has been running
the Kids’ Corner for nearly seven
years, having started it from noth-
ing and built it from the ground up.
“There are not many schools that
have before, after, and during pro-
grams,” Les said.

“We just offer that home away
from home, with so many fun
things to do,” Les said. “During

the school year we have 100 chil-
dren enrolled, and every day in the
afternoon we have between 60 and
70 kids.”

The Kids’ Corner serves as a
“third place” that kids can go out-
side of home and school. The Jor-
dan Harbinger Show described a
third place as “a place outside your
home or work where you can relax
and hang out.”

This is exactly what Kids’
Corner provides; a friendly envi-
ronment where kids can play with
other kids and participate in ac-
tivities without the pressures that
come with being in the classroom.

KIDS CORNER I page 6



PAGE 2

July 27, 2023

I THE JOURNAL REGISTER

‘B e i %‘o

Cok-

GEORGE

George is a paralyzed rescue puppy from
Palmer. He lives with his friend Amanda, who rescued
him from Long Island bulldog rescue. George is a
wonderful puppy who loves to cuddle and meet new
people. He’s hoping that soon he’ll get some wheels
so he can run around in the yard. We feature your
pets here. Is your fur friend a dog, cat, chicken, lizard,
horse, bird, mouse...you get the point. Is there a pet
you’re fostering and trying to re-home? All pets are
welcome! Email a high-resolution jpg of your pet with
a little information to mharrison@turley.com.

Wildlife on Wheels Aug. 6

MONSON—Forest Park’s Wildlife on Wheels
program is coming to the Keep Homestead Museum
in Monson on Sunday, Aug. 6, at 1:30 p.m. It is
a free educational outreach program that will bring
seven ambassador animals to the museum. Informa-
tion will be provided on the animals’ special adapta-
tions, habitats, behavior, diets, and status in the wild.
Q & A period to follow the presentation.

The program will be held on the lawn, weather
permitting. Bring a blanket or chair for viewing. If
there is inclement weather, it will take place in the
barn.

Admission is free, but donations are welcome.

Reading with rats

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Teen Library Coordinator Sarah Thomas smiles as a rat
climbs on her shoulder.

Juliana Vargas smiling at Bruno.

Monson hosts interactive
summer reaaing program

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer
dgagnon@turley.com

MONSON - As part of an ongoing
series of Teen Summer Read events, sev-
eral “furry friends” made an appearance
at the Monson Free Library, July 19.

A total of 9 rats from Bard Rattery
of Malden were in attendance, allowing
each teen an opportunity to hold a rodent
during the meet and greet.

Monson teen Isabel Mossa said the
event was “ratastic,” and gave it “five
stars.”

Teen Library Coordinator Sarah
Thomas said she invited Ruby Bard of
Bard Rattery to bring their rodents to
the library after learning of their ethical
breeding and myth busting practices.

“Rats mean the world to them...
when they talk, the passion just comes
out,” said Thomas.

Bard said they “love working with
kids,” and wanted to do some myth bust-
ing while at the event.

They added one common miscon-

Abigail Taylor is shown holding one of the rats in atten-

dance.

ception about rats is that they are dirty.

“[Rats] groom more than cats, they
are cleaner than dogs and they are very
clean if you keep their environment
clean,” said Bard.

Bard said they first became interest-
ed in rats when they were in elementary
school studying how different liquids af-
fect growth rates.

Years later, when Bard decided they
wanted an Emotional Support Animal,
they chose their first set of rats.

“I needed something to help ground
me...[rats] keep you on a schedule, and
keep you responsible,” said Bard.

Nearly all the rats in attendance
were descendants of Bard’s first ESA
rat, Matthew.

“Matthew knew before I had a [pan-
ic] attack that I was going to have an at-
tack,” said Bard.

Bard described Matthew as “quint-
essentially perfect,” and did not want to
lose him.

Due to his good temperament and
disposition, Bard started breeding rats.

“It’s half nature, half nurture... I
pick the one[s] with the best tempera-
ment and spend tons of time with them
since birth,” said Bard.

They added rats make excellent
Emotional Support Ani-
mals because they are very
social creatures, love to
play and are intelligent.

“They like lots of
enrichment... bird food
puzzles, digging, nesting,
hammocks - the more

activity the better,” said
Bard.

Thomas said she “spe-
cifically wanted rats,” for

the program as this year’s
reading assignment is Ter-
ry Pratchett’s “The Amaz-

Isabel Mossa trying to prevent a rat from scurrying off.

ing Maurice and His Edu-
cated Rodents.”

Thomas describes the
novel as “one of the fun-
niest books [she’s] ever
read.”

The novel follows the
tale of a cat and several
rodents who plan to fake
a rat plague in hopes of
making a profit off of the
ordeal.

Thomas said the story
explores several complex
questions about culture,
home and identity, while

managing to be “silly” and
“funny.”

The library has hand-
ed out over 30 free copies
of the book to summer
reading participants, some
of which said they ‘“couldn’t put the
book down.”

Once summer reading participants
complete their reading log[s] and finish
the novel, readers can return them in ex-
change for a gift certificate to River Hol-
low for free ice cream and mini golf.

The library is still handing out read-
ing logs and hosting several upcoming,
interactive reading events.

together.

Desmond Newland and Kaden Mossa looking at the rats

Rat Stormy is the oldest of the bunch, at
two years old.
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The dean’s list at Coastal
Carolina University

CONWAY, SC-- More than 2,400 under-
graduate students at Coastal Carolina University
were named to the dean’s list for the spring se-
mester, including Isabella Huckins, from Wales.

Bryant University’s spring

dean’s list

SMITHFIELD, RI-- Shayla Hulbert of
Monson was named to Bryant University’s

spring dean’s list.

Town of Palmer

August meeting schedule

Town Council

Tues., Aug. 8, 6:30 p.m

Palmer Town Hall

Master Plan Implementation Committee

Wed., Aug. 2, 6 p.m
Wed., Aug. 16, 6 p.m
Palmer Town Hall

Conservation

Tues., Aug. 1, 6:30 p.m
Tues., Aug. 15, 6:30 p.m

School Committee
Wed., Aug. 23, 6 p.m

Palmer High School library

Town of Monson
August meeting schedule

Select Board
Tues., Aug. 8, 7 p.m
Tues., Aug. 22, 7 p.m

Public Meeting Room, Town Office Building

Planning Board
Tues., Aug. 15,7 p.m
Monson Town Hall

Conservation Commission

Wed., Aug. 2, 7 p.m
Wed., Aug, 23, 7 p.m

Select Board Meeting Room

School Committee
Thurs., Aug. 3, 7 p.m

Thurs., Aug. 17, 7 p.m

Quarry Hill Community School,
School Committee Meeting Room

Board of Health

Wed., Aug. 9, 5:30 p.m

110 Main St., Small Conference Room

Zoning Board of Appeals

Thurs., Aug. 24, 7 p.m

Monson Town Hall

*Residents are strongly encouraged to check
their town website for updates on town meet-
ings. Meeting times and dates may be subject to
change.

The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your

Submitted photo

0ld Coots ready to give advice at last year’s celebration.

Brimfield Old Home Day
celebration community

gathering

BRIMFIELD —
Brimfield will celebrate
Old Home Day on Sat-
urday, July 29, from 2 to
9 p.m., on the grounds of
Brimfield Auction Acres
at 35 Main St. The event
will be free admission. At
9 p.m. is when a display
by American Thunder
Fireworks will light up the
night sky.

There will be a variety
of activities for kids of all
ages. Local artisans will
show their wares along
with several non-profit or-
ganizations.

The Brimfield Fire
Department is on hand to
show their interactive dis-
play and will participate
in the town kickball game.
The Hampden County

Sheriff’s department will
bring a K9 unit.

There will also be a
playground that will in-
clude Badminton, Volley-
ball, Cornhole, Kan Jam, yard zee and
many more as well as board games and
coloring activities.

There will be face painting, popcorn,
cotton candy and ice cream. There will
be live music throughout the day with a
lineup of local musicians that includes
Josh Noone playing from 2 to 4 p.m. fol-
lowed by Jason Wood from 4 to 6 p.m. At
6 p.m.The James Paul Band will perform
until shortly before the fireworks.

Volunteers are a key element to help
pull the day off and keep everything run-

Last year’s fireworks celebration.

ning smoothly. There is always room
for more volunteers to help with various
duties throughout the day. If interested,
please email brimoldhomeday @ gmail.
com
This day would not be possible
without the support of our communi-
ty says” committee member Billie Jean
Petrie. “We have so many great business-
es located here in Brimfield who love
this town as much as our committee does
and are very grateful for their support.”
They are presenting sponsors Mc-
Curdy Insurance, Green Acres Antiques
& Flea Market, and Country

The Journal Register

OBITUARY POLICY

Bank. Platinum sponsors in-
clude AJS Restoration & Con-
struction and the Brimfield Cul-

obituaries.

date and place.

funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a

tural Council, a program of the
Mass Cultural Council. Gold
level sponsors include Auction
Acres, F&N Contractors, New
England Motel Antique Shows,
Precise Paving, RPM Heating
& Air, Soper Construction and
Value Mechanical.

For additional details check
the Brimfield Old Home Day
Facebook page or the events
page at Hitchcockacademy.org.
The rain date for the event is
Sunday, July 30.

Baystate Health holding
blood drive next week

PALMER — The Baystate Health
Blood Donation team will host a blood
drive 8:30 am. to 2 p.m. Wednesday,
Aug. 2, at Baystate Wing Hospital.

According to a news release from
the hospital, blood drives will be held
every other month on Wednesdays
throughout the year at Baystate Wing,
including on Oct. 4 and Dec. 6.

“When you donate blood to Bay-
state Health, your precious gift remains
in our local communities,” Nicole Van-
Zandt, supervisor, BRL Blood Donor
Services, said.

“Please help us to ensure a safe
and adequate blood supply is available
by donating blood with the Baystate
Health Blood Donor Program.”

Blood donations take approxi-
mately one hour to complete, includ-
ing the interview, donation and refresh-
ments, the release states. To donate
blood, you must be at least 17 years

old; weigh at least 110 pounds; have a
photo ID; be in good health (no colds,
or sore throat); and have not donated
blood within the past eight weeks.

In appreciation, all eligible donors
will receive a $10 gift card or a Big E
ticket while supplies last.

There is a constant need for blood
donations, which can be lifesaving for
many people facing health conditions
or problems that might require a trans-
fusion, according to Baystate Health.
Some of these reasons may include
cancer, trauma or injuries, operations,
blood disorders, pregnancy and birth.

For more information or to book
an appointment to donate blood, call
the Blood Donor Center at 413-794-
4600. Be sure to note Baystate Wing
Hospital as the location you would like
to make your donation when you make
your appointment.

9th Annual Sip and Stars event

BRIMFIELD — As the Perseids
Meteor Shower hits its annual summer
peak, Hitchcock Academy is hosting its
9th annual Sip and Stars fundraiser for
the nonprofit community center. Satur-
day, Aug. 12 starting at 6pm.

Admission includes a full pour of
Brimfield Winery’s own wine or Rap-
scallion beer. In the early hours before
sunset, crowds will enjoy live music
from Brickyard Sessions. BT’s Smoke-
house will be on site selling food. While
picnics may also be brought in, no out-
side alcoholic beverages are allowed.

Tickets are $25 for patrons 21 and
over; under 21 tickets are $10. They can
be purchased at www.hitchcockacad-
emy.org. or on site while supplies last;
advance purchase is encouraged. At-
tendees should bring blankets or chairs,
bug spray and flashlights. Telescopes
are also encouraged.

In case of inclement weather, the
event will be moved to Aug.13. A move
will be announced on Hitchcock’s Face-
book page, and an email will be sent out
to all ticket holders. With generous sup-
port from Country Bank, Rapscallion
Brewery, Brimfield Winery and B.T.s
Smokehouse, Hitchcock will welcome
stargazers to the fields of the Brimfield
Winery on for a guided tour of the night

sky, complemented by sips of local beer
and wine. The summer celebration high-
lights the community building and life-
long learning for which Hitchcock is
known, while encouraging us all to slow
down and enjoy one of life’s simplest
pleasures.

Visibility is expected to be espe-
cially clear due to the waning of the
moon. Guests can expect to learn about
constellations, the planets, meteors, and
more as members of the Aldrich As-
tronomical Society offer a guided tour
of the night sky as well as telescopes
for up-close viewing of the meteors.
The Perseids Meteor Shower has been
known to boast 50 to 100 meteors per
hour. Aldrich Astronomical Society was
founded in 1932 and is one of the oldest
amateur astronomy clubs in the United
States and is dedicated to promoting an
understanding of the night sky.

“Learning is at the heart of Hitch-
cock’s mission, along with building
community,” says Executive Director
Cindy Skowrya. “So this event is a spe-
cial one for us, in that it showcases what
we are all about, and is one of several
key fundraisers that allow us to continue
to offer opportunities for learning and
connection to the community.”

HCC STEM scholarship deadline Tuesday, Aug. 1

HOLYOKE — Students enrolled
full time in chemistry, biology, engi-
neering, mathematics, physics or other
STEM fields at Holyoke Community
College have until Tuesday, Aug. 1, to
apply for a National Science Foundation
scholarship of up to $10,000 a year.

Through HCC, the National Science
Foundation Scholarship offers on aver-
age $6,500 per year to qualified full-time
students and prorated amounts for part-
time students.

New and current HCC students are
encouraged to apply. The application
deadline for the fall 2023 semester is
Aug. 1. Scholarship awardees will be no-
tified by Aug. 20.

Students chosen for the NSF schol-
arship become members of HCC’s
STEM scholars 2.0 Program, also known
as STEM Cohorts for Research & En-
gagement.

STEM scholars are expected to
maintain enrollment in a STEM pro-

complete an associate degree at HCC,
and/or transfer to an accredited STEM
degree program at a four-year institution.
The scholarships are renewable every
year as long as students continue to meet
the eligibility criteria.

Beside the financial awards, STEM
Scholars become part of a learning com-
munity that fosters a sense of belonging
and academic success, and includes men-
toring, research, and honors experiences,
community service, and internships.

The application and eligibility
guidelines can be viewed at hcc.edu/
stem-scholarship.

STEM disciplines include biolog-
ical sciences, physical sciences, math,
computer and information services, geo-
sciences, and engineering.

The program is led by HCC math
professor Ileana Vasu, coordinator of
the STEM Scholars program. She can be
reached at ivasu@hcc.edu or 413-552-
2438.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at
mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413-283-
8393 by noon on Mondays.

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

gram, be in good academic standing,
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Corrections

The Journal Register will
gladly correct factual errors that
appear in this paper. Corrections
or clarifications will always ap-
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request
a correction, send information to
Editor at mharrison @turley.com,
or call 283-8393, extension 236.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Will WEP and
GPO affect my

wife’s spousal
benefit?

Dear Rusty: My wife worked for the
U.S. Postal Service in New York for about 22
years and then in the private sector for about 15
years. She began collecting her “deferred an-
nuity” from the USPS at age 62 and she plans
to collect her Social Security benefits at age 67,
which is her Full Retirement Age.

Her Social Security benefit before the
Windfall Elimination Provision is less than
50% of my Primary Insurance Amount, so the
plan is for her to start collecting a “spousal”
benefit from me at age 67. My question is: will
my wife’s spousal benefit be reduced by both
the Windfall Elimination Provision and the
Government Pension Offset?

Signed: Inquiring Husband

Dear Inquiring Husband: Your wife can-
not separate her personally earned Social Secu-
rity retirement benefit from her Social Security
spousal entitlement from you whenever she ap-
plies for Social Security, your wife will be au-
tomatically deemed to be filing for all benefits
she is entitled to when she claims.

Because your wife has a “non-covered
pension” from the U.S. Postal Service and as-
suming that pension is under the older Civil
Service Retirement System, your wife’s per-
sonally earned SS retirement benefit will be
reduced by the Windfall Elimination Provision.
WEP reduces Social Security retirement bene-
fits for anyone, who also has a pension earned
while not contributing to Social Security.

The Government Pension Offset is differ-
ent: the GPO will affect any additional amount
your wife is entitled to as your spouse, which
we refer to as her “spousal boost.” The “spou-
sal boost” amount is the difference between
your wife’s pre-WEP FRA entitlement and
50% of your FRA entitlement, which is your
Primary Insurance Amount. Because of her
USPS pension, GPO will reduce your wife’s
“spousal boost” by 2/3rds of the amount of her
non-covered pension, which may eliminate her
potential spousal boost.

So WEP will affect your wife’s personally
earned SS benefit and the GPO will affect her
spousal entitlement from you. But, depending
on the amount of her USPS pension, your wife
will not be entitled to an additional amount
as your spouse if 2/3rds of her USPS pen-
sion amount is more than her “spousal boost”
amount. And if the GPO doesn’t completely
eliminate your wife’s spousal boost, it will at
least drastically reduce it.

I have previously published several articles
about both WEP and GPO and how each provi-
sion works, which you are welcome to review
by visiting the AMAC Foundation’s special
Social Security website at www.SocialSecu-
rityReport.org. In particular, one such article
providing more detail on how the GPO works
can be found by visiting this link www.so-
cialsecurityreport.org/ask-rusty-government-
pension-offset-gpo/.

Social Security will make the final deter-
mination about your wife’s benefit entitlement
under WEP and GPO when she applies for her
Social Security benefits, but I’'m afraid your
wife’s entitlement may be much less than you
are anticipating because of these two provi-
sions. If you have additional questions, please
feel free to email us directly at SSAdvisor@
amacfoundation.org or call 1-888-750-2622.

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration or
any other governmental entity. This article is
intended for information purposes and does not
represent legal or financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by the National Social
Security Association To submit a question, vis-
it amacfoundation.org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor
for AMAC.

Our advertisers make
this publication
possible.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Journal
Register

Get out of the garden with a
few good books

The saying goes like this: “If you
can’t handle the heat, stay out of the
kitchen!”

I’d like to switch it up to say “gar-
den” in place of “kitchen” in light of the
fact that I really can’t handle the summer
heat as well as I used to. These last few
weeks, gardening has been accomplished
early in the day or during the evening
hours instead of midday.

What does a gardening fanatic do
if they aren’t

stride. Unlike the corner of my vegetable
garden that was literally under water af-
ter the 3.5 we received on Friday.

In addition to that mention on raised
beds, a number of perennials are cited as
thriving in moist soil. You’d be surprised
to learn that Astilbe (Astilbe spp.) falls
into this category, as do the more famil-
iar native wetland plants: Joe-Pye Weed
(Eupatorium  maculatum),  Cardinal
Flower (Lobelia cardinalis) and its cous-

in Great Blue

actually  gar- Lobelia (L. si-
dening? Read . w philitica), the
about garden- three of which
ing, of course! % bloom later in
Call me the summer.
old-fashioned, Candal-
but I still prefer abra primrose
books over on- - (Primula  ja-

line text. I like
to see and hold
my books, curl
the pages and
even write in
the margins.

Sometimes, just for fun, I'll pick a
book and flip the pages to see where my
finger will land. What interesting topic
will I read about?

Today I'll choose three books and
end up with the topics for today’s column
that way. Maybe we can all learn some-
thing new or at least refresh our skills.

The first pick is from one of my fa-
vorite herb books, “Herbs in Bloom” by
Jo Ann Gardner (Timber Press). I flip the
pages and end up on Feverfew (Tanace-
tum parthenium).

Timely, because Feverfew is bloom-
ing in my yard right now.

Feverfew is from the Latin word
febrifuge thanks to its past use as a fever
reducer. Both its single and its double
form (Flora pleno) lend themselves to
admission into the perennial border; of-
ten they bloom the first year from seed.

The plants thrive in both light shade
and full sun, with the single flower type
resowing itself to almost nuisance status
if given the opportunity. The flowering
span seems to go on and on, the white
daisy flowers lending themselves to use
in the vase alongside bee balm, summer
phlox, veronicas and more.

I especially like the double flowers,
and had great luck drying them, their
off-white color the perfect addition to a
wreath of hydrangea and dried roses.

Second year plants will return with
some winter-kill that will need address-
ing. After blooming plants will likely
not return for year three.

Still, feverfew is a must have for
those of us who love herbs in the flower
garden. Keep volunteers at bay by dead-
heading all but a few of the flowers.

The second pick is ironic, consider-
ing the rain we’ve been getting.

On page 138 of “Secrets to Great
Soil” by Elizabeth P. Stell (Storey
Books), we learn about improving soggy
or poorly drained soils, first by mention-
ing the use of raised beds.

My stone edged raised beds that
usually demand a daily watering in the
summer heat are handling all the rain in

by
Roberta Mecluaia

ponica)  was
also men-
tioned. I have
purchased this
plant two years
in a row and it never thrives; now I know
the reason: it needs moister soil.

The plants growing under the tree
canopy at Positively Perennials are a
sight worthy of mention in mid-May
when they are in full multi-tiered bloom.
Next year, check it out!

We seem to be on a flower theme,
so let’s see what “The Flower Gardener’s
Bible” by Lewis and Nancy Hill (Storey
Books) has in store. Alas, pick three
does not disappoint.

I landed on a page devoted to both
the native Coneflowers (Echinacea spe-
cies) and the Globe Thistles (Echinops
species). Right now, my new border, de-
voted to our pollinators, is striking with
Purple Coneflower as one of the stars.

This plant too, has seemed to enjoy
the rain, gaining some height after the
shock of being divided and replanted ear-
ly in May. If you leave the spent flowers
in place, self-sown seedlings will emerge
next spring, begging to be moved about
the landscape or shared with friends and
family.

Like Feverfew, from our first pick,
Echinacea has history as a healing plant
and continues to be used today for im-
mune support.

Globe Thistle, with its steel blue
globes and deeply cut, silver gray foli-
age, as stiff as it is, also deserves a place
in the garden. It is a true bee magnet!

Stems can be harvested as everlast-
ings once flowers color up but before the
individual florets, aka “pickers” on each
plant open. Clip and dry them upside
down for use in wreaths and arrange-
ments.

Well, it’s been fun escaping the heat
with you! Read any good books lately?

Roberta McQuaid graduated from
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at
the University of Massachusetts. For 31
years she has held the position of staff
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.
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By Ellenor Downer

Juvenile red-tailed hawk

Several people spotted a juvenile red-tailed hawk
by Coldbrook Road in Oakham last week.

People, who saw the bird, hoped its parents were
near by and take care of it. That did not happen.

When no parent appeared by the next day, the bird
was brought to a wildlife rehabilitator.

The red-tailed hawk is the most commonly seen
hawk in this area. It is about 19 inches long. It gets its
name from its reddish upper tail. It also has a white chest
with a belly band and markings on the chest. Plumage
varies considerably. The immature has a finely, banded
gray-brown tail and keeps this plumage for one year.

The female lays one to five bluish white eggs with
dark marks in a platform of sticks lined with bark and
greens in a tree. The nest can be 15 to 120 feet high.

They often are seen perched in a tree by a field.
They make a slurred scream like “tseeaarr” often di-
rected at an intruder. Fledglings and adults also make
a “klooeek” sound. During courtship or territorial en-
counters, they make a piercing “chwirk.”

Bird talk

On July 7, I spoke about birds at the Oakham Se-
nior Center. Ava, age 7, won the door prize of a “Squir-
rel Slammer” feeder. She came to the event with her
great-aunt, who also took the photo of the young red-
tailed hawk in this column. She related the story of its
rescue since it appeared to be abandoned.

One Oakham woman attending the talk said a robin
nested near the house. She and her husband could watch
it from their home. One day, they saw the mother shove
all her babies out of the nest.

Wild turkeys

Recently, I saw a turkey dust bathing along the
side of the road. An Oakham resident had one doing the
same thing in her yard. At first, she was concerned it
was injured, but it did get up and leave.

Several people reported wild turkeys in their yard
with youngsters. I saw one group on someone lawn re-
cently. The poults looked adorable.

Loons

Most loon pairs hatch their young the first two
weeks of July. Both Wachusett Reservoir and Quabbin
Reservoir have nesting loons. Floating nests not only
provide suitable nesting sites, but they also rise and fall
with the water level. This is especially important this
year with all the heavy rain in preventing flooding of
the nests.

Massachusetts Audubon Society sighting

In Berkshire County, sightings reported to Massa-
chusetts Audubon Society included a northern goshawk
and two hooded warblers in Great Barrington and a sin-
gle hooded warbler at the Hopkins Memorial Forest in
Williamstown. Other sightings were a least bittern at
Richmond Marsh and merlins in Pittsfield and Lenox.

In Worcester County, sightings included a Brew-
ster’s warbler in Harvard, two black vultures soaring
near the Hardwick Winery and five evening grosbeaks.

It is good to hear there are evening grosbeak
sightings as many of the people at the bird talk at the
Oakham Senior Center said they had not seen evening
grosbeaks in some time.

People may report a bird sighting or bird related
experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving a
message at extension 100, emailing mybackyard88 @
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

Tom Sawyer goes to Washington

Now where has that boy gone to now?
He’s always going somewhere . . .

I’m sure I don’t know, Aunt Polly, but I hear

He’s after more gold to dig up,
Even to the big cities for it.

But Sid, he never liked such places -

No one loved more -

Tho’ he didn’t seem to mind at times
If someone got sold down the river, or play

tricks on.

He sure bedeviled me, I never could learn.
But it seems the times are hollowing out,

Unless it’s soon tended.

Or, being a pirate? And showing off; throwing
His hair up like a mane. And if you
Said anything to him, or, behind his back?!

It will take strong folks to vote for him -
But he’s good-hearted. - And at times
His noble parts would show through.

And would only pick up its bad habits -
Like rudeness — and insulting people, and
saying things.

Well, he don’t do it as much as he used to -
But I hear he’s running for high office;

In a house, bigger than the widow Douglas’.
Where it’s the ever-fussing capital of the coun-

try.

But he did show signs of leadership,
When he had a mind to -
And not go off on adventures forever,

Every town along here I went to can feel it.

Well, no one was better at stirring things up:
Even in church, or the schoolyard.

Tho’ I’m not so sure about fixing.

But Judge Thatcher thought highly of him.

And, always wanting to be captain of anything
Going on...Remember? And not just

After stray cats, and slipping out of the house;
Or later hours in cemeteries;

Why’d he go there, do you suppose?

Being more superstitious than I am.

He’s probably out looking for his old adorable
brat,

Becky, - in those times most people come to
want -

And, try again from there? Maybe.
I never did see the beat of that boy . . .
Once he got fixed on something.

— Charles Barnes
Submitted Poetry
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Letters to
the editor
policy

Letters to the editor
should be 250 words or
less in length, and guest
columns between 500-
800 words. No unsigned
Or anonymous opinions
will be published. We
require that the person
submitting the opinion
also include his or her
town of residence and
home telephone number.
We must confirm author-
ship prior to publication.
We reserve the right

to edit or withhold any
submissions deemed to
be libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, personal
attacks, or defamation of
character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor

24 Water St.,

Palmer MA 01069,

or by e-mail to:
mharrison@turley.com

The submission deadline
for consideration is
Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Journal Register welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s
election campaigns by writing letters
to the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from
local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign
issues should be sent to The Journal
Register, care of Turley Publications,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069,
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed
to mharrison@turley.com. Please in-
clude a daytime telephone number
for verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received by
noon Monday to be considered for that
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written
by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last
edition before the election.

For more information, call editor
Michael Harrison at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage,
the newspaper plans to print stories
about contested races for Congress,
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election,
as well as a question-and-answer
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor
will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in
The Journal Register.
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Hampden Senior Center to
host Alzheimer’s Fundraiser
Dinner Dance Aug. 5

HAMPDEN - Join the Hampden Senior Center
for a fundraiser dinner dance on Aug. 5 at 5:30 p.m.
with entertainment provided by Off The Record.

Cost is $30 prepaid, per person. Includes Appe-
tizers, Chicken Parmesan and Pasta, Complimentary
Cocktail and Dessert. More details will follow. Cash
Bar & Raffle Prizes! Reserve and purchase your tick-
ets today by calling 566-5588. Please make checks
payable to the Friends of Hampden Senior Citizens.
All proceeds will benefit the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion.

Main Street Farmers Market

WILBRAHAM - Come support local farms,
specialty food producers, artisans, food trucks and
community groups every Wednesday from 2-6 p.m.
between June 14-Aug. 30. Market is located on the
front lawn of Wilbraham United Church, 500 Main
Street, Wilbraham. We are grateful to our sponsors
for their support of the market: InfinityEd, Iron Horse
Flower Farm, Premier Exteriors & Design, Jeni Mei-
Coldwell Banker Realty and Katie Beliveau- Geneva
Financial Home Loans.
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ner Linda Leduc said.

“It’s good for the town and there’s nothing else
like this downtown. I think it will be well frequented.
And with Rocky’s, it has two anchors.”

Leduc also pointed out the ample parking at the
shopping center, its multiple options for getting in and
out from N. Main or Shearer Streets and that it’s with-
in walking distance of many downtown residences.

Like others, Leduc said she was glad that Century
Investment, which owns the shopping center, was able
to work out a deal to keep Tang’s there.

“I know they worked hard to stay in the plaza —
they very much wanted to stay in Palmer,” Leduc said.

Andy Cohen, managing partner at Century In-
vestment, said Tang’s is expected to re-open sometime
in the next week, by Aug. 1.

“They just need to conclude inspections from the
board of health and planning department,” he said.

“They are working on it,” Cohen said, adding that
the restaurant’s owners “are really nice people.”

As for the biggest tennant, the Dollar Tree, Co-
hen said the company has been doing extensive work
inside, including a new HVAC system, flooring and
fixtures, and that there have been a few delays out of
the company’s control.

“It’s not an easy task to set up and I believe they
still have more to do,” Cohen said.

“They were going to try to shoot for (opening) the
end of August. My guess would be the end of Septem-
ber — or before.”

Cohen said there is one small vacancy in what
used to be a physical therapy practice at the plaza, but
that his company is in talks with several prospective
tenants and he expects it to be filled sooner than later.

More retail coming

In projects elsewhere in town, Leduc said work
on the new Liberty Plaza near the Mass Pike, which
will include a Starbucks, continues to progress.

“We’re working on that and there are some excit-
ing things coming,” she said.

Leduc said the town’s first brew pub, Seven Rail-
roads on Park Street, is close to opening with a key
hearing in front of state regulators scheduled for July
31. And, despite a setback for the planned Kali Can-
nabis dispensary, which broke ground on the corner of
Thorndike and Shearer streets, Leduc said the project
appears to be moving forward.

One of the Kali Cannabis partners, Evans Kli-
mavich, dropped out after being accused of serious
crimes unrelated to Kali. However, “We just talked
with the owner, Suzanne Melanson, and she is making
progress with new investors and is looking at building
types,” Leduc said.

GOVERNMENT

Hadley resident Tom McGee continues
decades-long fight for ‘fairness, equity’

By Michael Harrison
Correspondent

HADLEY — Tom McGee has a
plaque on his desk with a quote from Cal-
vin Coolidge about persistence.

One day, if a bill in the Massachu-
setts Legislature he spurred becomes law,
someone might have a plaque on their
desk with a similar quote from McGee.

“Nothing in this world can take the
place of persistence,” is part of the fa-
mous quote attributed to Coolidge, a
former Massachusetts governor who be-
came the 30th U.S. president a century
ago and said ability and knowledge alone
do not guarantee success. It takes tenac-
ity, too.

McGee, a retiree in his 80s who has
lived in Hadley for over 30 years, has that
by the boatload.

Since 1995 he has been champion-
ing legislation to require public access
to all state job openings. It became his
cause after he realized that only some
positions were posted — in a hard copy
format typical of the pre-digital age — at
regional unemployment offices.

The rest, mostly the prime jobs, he
said, were posted on bulletin boards in
state offices in Boston or circulated by
word of mouth and were available to just
“the connected” class, he said.

According to McGee,
other than the creation of the
Massachusetts Jobs Depart-
ment website, not much has
changed.

“It’s an issue of fair-
ness,” McGee said.

“It’s an issue of equity
and fairness in hiring for jobs
in Massachusetts and people
in Western Massachusetts,
people with expertise and
training, such as veterans, don’t
have the opportunity to apply for good
jobs they’re qualified for.”

For decades, McGee filed petition
bills through state Sen. Stan Rosenberg
and state Rep. John Scibak to try to enact
a law requiring all state jobs to be posted
publicly across the commonwealth. The
bills would go far, but never make it to
the finish line.

This legislative session he enlist-
ed the help of their successors, Sen. Jo
Comerford and Rep. Daniel Carey, whose
districts include Hadley. Both have filed
bills in their chambers and Comerford
read a statement about them submitted
for the record on behalf of both during a
hearing last week of the Joint Committee
on Labor and Workforce Development.

“Hiring guidelines in Massachusetts
already require posting state employment

Sen. Jo Comerford

opportunities publicly to ensure
a fair and transparent hiring
practice,” the statement says.
“However, many state agen-
cies are working around this re-
quirement by obtaining exemp-
tion waivers. The current hiring
guidelines are not effective for
public job seekers because of
these exemptions. Furthermore,
many residents are unaware of
where to find state employment
vacancies because of the lack of a
centralized referral system.
“Transparency about state employ-
ment vacancies will not only garner
greater trust from the public in govern-
ment hiring processes, but will also ben-
efit state agencies which will receive
applications from more diverse and qual-
ified candidates. While it is easy for those
close to Boston and the State House to
hear about state employment opportuni-
ties through word of mouth, the members
of the public living outside metro Boston
are unaware of poorly publicized job va-
cancies.”
If the bills become law, all of the job
openings would be accessible online.
According to an email from Comer-
ford’s office, “the committee has until
early February 2024 to report the bill out
favorably, recommend an amendment,

refer the bill for further study or report it
out unfavorably.”

Asked about his experience working
with Comerford and Carey, McGee said
it was “excellent” and seeing the bill rec-
ognized in the hearing “shows they listen
to their constituents.”

He said he believes leveling the
playing field for state jobs, particularly
the higher level positions, would make
the commonwealth run more efficient-
ly and prevent systematic failures. He
brought up the dozens of deaths at the
Soldiers” Home in Holyoke during the
height of the COVID-19 pandemic as one
example.

After so many years going by with-
out getting a bill passed into law, why
McGee is optimistic about its chances
this time around seems an obvious ques-
tion.

“I have confidence in the senators
and representatives that they want to en-
sure fairness and equity in the common-
wealth,” he said.

“I have confidence they will do the
right thing.”

And if they don’t?

“If not, we’ll reintroduce it again,”
McGee said.

“We’ll keep pushing. You keep filing
a bill until you get it passed.”

Protect yourself and others from

SPRINGFIELD — Extreme heat
can cause people to suffer from heat-re-
lated illness, and even death. Each year
in the United States more than 700 peo-
ple, both adults and children, die from
the heat.

People suffer heat-related illness
when their bodies are unable to proper-
ly cool themselves. Older adults, young
children, and people with chronic medi-
cal conditions are at high risk for heat-re-
lated illness and death.

According to Dr. Seth Gemme,
FACERP, vice chair, clinical operations for
Emergency Medicine, Baystate Health,
extreme heat affects the body’s ability
to safely regulate its temperature, often
resulting in heat-related illnesses such
as heat exhaustion, heat stroke, or heat
cramps. Sweating is the body’s natural
defense to cooling itself. However, when
humidity is high, sweat does not evapo-
rate as quickly, preventing the body from
releasing heat quickly and resulting in a
rapid rise of body temperature.

“Those at greatest risk for devel-
oping a heat-related illness are children
under 5 and people 65 years of age and
older, who have the least ability to regu-
late their body temperatures, as well as
those who work outdoors for a living,”
Gemme said.

As with many illnesses, the best de-
fense is prevention, consider the follow-
ing tips to keep you safe in the high heat:

Stay out of the heat. Avoid direct

sunlight and strenuous activity outdoors.
If possible, remain indoors. If there is no
AC at home, go to a location that does,
such as the mall or a movie theater.

Dress for the weather. Wear light-
weight, light-colored, loose-fitting cloth-
ing and a broad-brimmed hat when out-
doors. Stay away from polyester in favor
of cotton and linens which are better at
repelling the sun’s heat. Also, consider
wearing sunglasses and putting on a sun-
screen with an SPF 15 or greater.

Drink plenty of liquids- Begin
drinking before going outside and, if
exercising, drink one quart of liquid an
hour to replace lost fluid. Avoid caffein-
ated beverages and alcohol which can
contribute to the loss of more body fluid.
Also, if taking water pills or on a fluid
restrictive diet, consult with a physician
before increasing liquid intake.

Take it slow and easy with athletic
activity and working outdoors. Postpone
athletic activity during high heat and
humidity. Limit outdoor activities to the
morning and evening. Drinking sports
beverages can replace lost salt and min-
erals when sweating. However, those on
low-salt diets should check with their
doctor before drinking sports beverag-
es. If you work outdoors, in addition to
drinking plenty of liquids and dressing
appropriately, pace yourself and take fre-
quent short breaks in the shade.

Eat smaller meals. Instead of the
usual rule of eating three square meals

journalregister.turley.com

a day, eat smaller meals more frequently
on days when the sun turns up the heat.
Also, avoid high-protein foods which
can increase metabolic heat.

Take a cool shower or bath to cool
down.

Warning signs of an oncoming
heat-related illness could include ex-
cessive sweating, leg cramps, flushed
skin, nausea and vomiting, dizziness,
headache and rapid pulse. If these oc-
cur, get out of the heat and drink liquids.
If you don’t feel better soon, Gemme
recommends calling a doctor or vis-
iting a local emergency department.
“Since the elderly are at greater risk from
the ill-effects of the heat, make it a habit.

to check on elderly relatives and
neighbors several times a
day to make sure they are

the heat

ingly left behind. And, according to the
National Safety Council, on average 38
children under the age of 15 die each
year after being left in a hot vehicle.

Kids and Cars, a nonprofit focused
on improving child safety around cars,
suggests in a “Look Before You Lock™
flier to place an item in the back seat that
you will need to get before starting your
day such as a laptop, handbag, phone,
employee badge and more; keep vehicles
locked at all times so young ones can’t
sneak in unknown to you; and teach kids
to honk the horn if they become stuck
inside a car. More tips are available at
kidsandcars.org.

safe and free from
any signs of heat ex-
haustion or heat stroke,”’
Gemme said.

Gemme also reminds
parents and caregivers
that hot weather and vehi-
cles can be a deadly com-
bination for kids. About
950 children since 1990
died from heat stroke in
hot cars when left alone.
Most children unknow-

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Professional And Educational Goals

Meet Your
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flooding, wildfires and severe storms.

Consultants  identified  hazards
through a risk assessment by gathering
geographic information as well as infor-
mation regarding Monson’s history of
natural hazard occurrences and the prob-
ability of hazard occurrence.

The draft plan ranks hazards in
terms of probability, impact, spatial ex-
tent, warning time and duration to de-
termine how the town should prioritize
resources.

Some mitigation
plan goals included in the
draft include saving lives,
protecting infrastructure,
expanding the town’s ca-
pacity to mitigate risks,
protect natural resources

outlining changes since the previous
plan, infrastructure and development
trends, risk assessments, mitigation strat-
egies and plan maintenance/implementa-
tion.

Caplan said, “it will be a couple of
weeks before the plan is ready for pub-
lic review,” and will be reviewed by the
HMPC first.

When it is ready for public review,
physical copies will be available at the
library.

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References

¢ Hazardous Tree Removal

e Stump Grinding

¢ Bobcat Work

¢ Lot Clearing  Storm work
¢ Furnace Wood

* Firewood $300/cord _
¢ 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR

¢ Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119 « C: 978-888-1693

DONT BUY TIL YOU SEE US!

HUNDREDS OF DEALS!

Low cost tutoring
& scholarships
are available!

We’re a private,
non-profit
organization at

the Palmer Public
Library, here to
help you meet your
educational and
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

TUTORS
NEEDED

For English Language Learners,
HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

TUTORING AVAILABLE -
Meet your professional
¢ educational needs.
English Language learning,
HiSet preparation,
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55“ Samsung, Y

structure, developing a
non-zoning by wetlands
bylaw and updating Mas-
ter Plan.

The completed Haz-
ard Mitigation Plan will
contain seven chapters

(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung....
(Regularly $1599.99)

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,00¢

bre Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm e Sat: 9am-8pm e Sun: 12 Noo|

Resume writing.

Call to ask about our next

Computer Security class

Contact Us
For More Information
413-283-2329
email: info@topfloorlearning.org
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Kids’ Corner staff members Kylie and Heather oversaw preschoolers Ethan, Violet, Christopher, Eleanor, Sara,

Noah, Ainsley, Shea, Logan, Javier, and Hannah while cooking.

Second- and third-graders Lily, Rylee, Viola, Eliott,

Lydia, and Zachary.
KIDS CORNER 1 from page 1

“They don’t have to do any-
thing, like in school; they don’t
have to do their math, they just
come, they can sit, they can col-
or,” Les said. “Or, if they’re hav-
ing a bad morning, they can sit and
watch T.V.”

“Things are crazy for parents
in the morning,” Les said. “They’re
trying to get ready for work,
they’re trying to get the kids out,
so what I stress with my staff is
just calm; get them ready for their
school day.”

If anything can serve as a met-
ric for the program’s success, it’s
the amount of kids who started in
the program that have chosen to
join the staff.

“So many of my staff have
been here from the beginning,” Les
said, calling over Samantha Her-
ring, who she described as “young,
energetic, and photogenic,” and “a
great addition to the program.”

“Our staff is like a big family,
if you haven’t been able to tell,”
Herring said. “We fight like family,
but we love each other like family.”

“I had just finished high
school, it was my freshman year
of college,” Herring recalled. “I
always loved working with kids.
I started elementary education in
college, so [I thought] this would
be a good thing to do on the side
while I’'m in school — and I just
have never left.”

“I started in the second year of
the program,” said Derrick Smola,
another staff member. “I waited
until I turned 15, so I could get my
work permit cleared.”

“I was coming in and it was
kind of still new to everybody,’
Smola said. “It just felt like an-
other home; all these kids who
don’t have stuff like this, Cathy’s
turned it into a place where they
come here and do things that they
wouldn’t be able to.”

“I think I was the first kid to
actually ever come to Kids’ Cor-
ner,” said Stephen Salmond, a
counselor-in-training.

“As soon as I came in the first
day, I knew this was gonna be a lot
of fun. I started coming here all the
way to fifth grade, and I loved it so

much when we
were doing all
the cool activ-
ities and stuff,
that I asked Ms.
Les if I could
work here when

Steve Slozak, Valerie Boyacz-Beaudoir, and Brian Harris watch over the Monson Fire Truck.

I’m at the high

school, and
she said yes,”
Salmond said. J.J.and Arlo.

“Now I’'m work-
ing here, helping
out everybody.”

Herring described Les as “an
amazing boss.”

“She just runs an amazing pro-
gram, she keeps a tight ship,” Her-
ring said. “I feel like the program,
from where it started to where it
is now, it’s exponentially different
from all the things we’ve been able
to offer. We’ve been able to do four
different trips this summer, which
is something we’ve never done.”

Herring described taking the
kids to the movies to see “Elemen-
tal” one week, bringing in animals
from Out of the Ark the next, and
then plans to go to the Quabbin
and to the Connecticut Science
Museum. The program lasts for
four weeks in the summer, with
one field trip per week.

These programs are fully
funded by the payment from the
families.

“We get no assistance,” Les
said. “The same thing with the pro-
gram during the school year, they
pay for the program.”

“We do offer financial aid for
those who qualify,” Les added.
“We try to help everybody out, so
that everybody can use the pro-
gram, because it’s so needed.”

“We were talking on the field
trip last week about how many kids
were just excited to be riding in a
bus,” Smola said.

“Their parents either are too
busy at work, or they drop them
off early. To be able to give those
kids things that they aren’t always
able to have — they’ll take it with
them, stuff that they may have nev-
er had in their life. Cathy’s really
taken this and grown it to such a
thing that a lot of schools around

Kids Corner coordinator Cathy Les, with her grandsons,

Turley Photos by Marcelo Gusmao

us don’t have. It’s a really wonder-
ful thing that we have and that we
can build upon,” Smola said.

“It’s always growing,” Herring
said, adding to Les. “If you weren’t
here, I don’t think that would be
possible.”

Les said that the group has
very few behavioral programs, as
the kids are very respectful of her
and her rules. The group tries to re-
strict the use of electronic devices,
as Les said she knows the kids use
them frequently at home.

“Things are different now,
so that’s why I bring my °‘old
lady mentality’ to my program,”
Les said. “I was fortunate, 1 did
not have to work. I did part-time
when my kids went to school, but
it wasn’t full-time. My daugh-

Kim Hatch of West Warren painted many faces,

ter works full-time for [her] two including 8-year-old Sophia.

babies; she’s tired when she gets
home. But to survive, parents have
to do that.”

Kenneth Barnes and Sandie Miller watched the display
from their seats in the parking lot.

Les said that she always hopes
to increase enrollment, and hopes
to one day see the program get its
own building. That said, she felt
strongly that “We offer everything
I think we can.”

“I go home very tired, but it’s
a good tired,” Les said. “There’s so
many children out there that just
need that extra...and we provide
it.”

Les stated confidently that she
has no plans to retire anytime soon.

“I love coming to work every
day, I really do,” Les said. “It gives
me purpose, it gives me something
to get up for every morning. It’s
just wonderful.”

“I just hope for these young
kids that they always have that
place to go where they just want to
be everyday.”

s L ST T S ===l

The Library Loft

Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center ® 1085 Park Street, Palmer

We are celebrating our
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:
Tues. 10am - 4pm « Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm « Fri. 10am-4pm - Sat. 10am-2pm

HoPE T0 SEE YOU THERE

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public

Library or the Library Loft during open hours.
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

I TLION1 O i owem

The First Church of Monson sold popcorn. Shown are Carrie Murphy, Mason, age 12,
Richard, age 17, and Allyssa, age 17.

KEYTONE
PRONMOTER

Save Up To

25% OFF
Retail Prices

Call DD 413-813-2391

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed,, Pool, & Sorthun "Skifz" Jervais
Hot Tub Removals, (774)397-6500

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it
appears. This paper will not
be responsible for more than
one corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any error in
an advertisement to a greater
extent than the cost of the
space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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and Sue and Tom Fournier.

Enjoying a convenient spot at the top of the hill Jacqui and Larry Arnold,

Tyrone Elliston, Bryna, age 6, and Amanda Elliston were all smiles while

waiting for the fireworks.

Troy Atherton peddled popcorn from a booth for his company, TJ’s

Gourmet Popcorn.

Renee Burger working the table at Hillios Novelty.

Lilah, age 8, and Olivia, age 10, showed off glowing
toys that were being sold at Hillios Novelty.

Darci McHenry applied a henna tattoo to Natalie, age 11.

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS AND
SCHOOL VAN DRIVERS

*Brimfield, Palmer, Brookfield, Barre,
Templeton, Hubbardston*
$18.50 to higher hourly pay.

WILL TRAIN THE RIGHT PEOPLE,
RIGHT NOW FOR FALL JOBS.

Part time work with full time pay.
Paid sick time, Paid FMLA, Paid holidays
Work the school schedule, split shifts.

JP MCCARTHY BUS

email jobs@mccarthybus.com
text or call 413-234-0137

Turley Photos by Marcelo Gusmao

Mike Howell with 2-year-old Grayson, Gameron, age 10, and Kassie
Brown were some of many who attended the show.

The Lions Club Regional President, Gurt Jameson,
along with Sharon Coles, sold cotton candy to 10-year-
old Alex and Eric Okscin. Jameson is the first Lions
Club President from Monson since 1966.

The sun sets behind
the line at JND
Amusements’s

concession stand.

Hollywood Roxx
performs on the
stage in front of
Quarry Hill School.

Local teenagers Kenley Betters, Kyra Mercier, Abbey
Slonka, Natalie Mercier, and Nick John attended the
fireworks show together.

Farming The Forest Since 1986

Forest Management & Timber Harvesting

Services for Landowners in Massachusetts
Minimum 10 acres

413-461-6829 conkeylogging.com
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Brimfield Cat Sanctuary, Here Today Adopted Tomorrow

“Here Today, Adopted Tomorrow.”

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer
dgagnon@turley.com

REGIONAL - Here Today
Adopted Tomorrow Animal Sanc-
tuary is a non-profit, cage-free cat
adoption center dedicated to help-
ing people and their animals.

“It’s a community based or-
ganization...We’re funded by the
community and for the communi-
ty,” said HTAT Executive Director
Rachael Max.

Located in Brimfield, the shel-
ter serves nine neighboring com-
munities including Holland, Mon-
son, Palmer, Wales, Warren, Ware,
Sturbridge and Southbridge.

HTAT provides several ser-
vices and resources for local ani-
mals and residents such as a food
pantry, low cost spay/neuter pro-
grams, a safety net foster program
and free behavioral help.

“Most people don’t want to
give up their animals...We do our
best to keep the cats in the home,”
said Max.

Before accepting a cat into the
shelter, Max said they may ask pet
owners ‘what if we gave you some
behavioral help? Pet food pantry?
cat spay or neuter?’”

The organization’s goal is to
give cats “the best care they can
get, the best lives that they have
and the best homes that they can
find - which is back into the com-
munity with people and families

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon
Owner Rachael Max and staff members Mika Schneider and Sanna Hart stand before

who love them,” said Max.

While Max has “loved animals
[her] entire life,” it wasn’t until she
volunteered at a humane society as
a grad student that she realized she
wanted to work in a shelter setting.

“I ended up loving that more
than what I was actually studying
and I really wanted to make a dif-
ference on a local level,” said Max.

Although she “really enjoyed
working at the humane society,”
Max said it was a very “traditional
shelter.”

“I saw all the animals in their
cages and I just knew I could do a
better job,” said Max.

Around 2007, Max said she
and her mother attended a work-
shop that introduced her to the cage

free phi-
losophy

and how
to open
your own
shelter.

Max said being cage free is
“really important” to her as she
wants “to give [cats] a lower stress
scenario so they can have a high
quality of life while they’re here.”

She added in her studies she
found when animals get stressed,
“especially cats, they are more
likely to get sick.”

Providing a cage free environ-
ment for the cats allows them to
“stay happy and healthy until they
are adopted.”

“Once I opened this place, I

Shown are some of the cats available for adoption at the sanctuary.

MAKE YOURSELF
AT HOME!

Begin a new journey of happy and
healthy living at Cedarbrook Village.

DISCOVER COMMUNITY!

Our Assisted Living program meets the individual
needs and preferences of each resident to support and
preserve independence and enhance quality of life.

The care you need for the life you want.

Call 413-758-5377 to schedule a visit!

INDEPENDENT LIVING Cedarbrook Vﬂlage

at Ware

ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE

73 South Street

Ware, Massachusetts 01082

cedarbrookvillage.com

Pipa takes a rest after a morning of socializing.

or rest on.

wanted to help as many cats as |
could... I didn’t like having to say
no.

“In order to help more cats, |
had to be able to make more pro-
grams. That’s when I started get-
ting more into spay/neuter return,’
said Max.

According to Max, when cats
aren’t spayed and neutered, it cre-
ates more work for the shelters as
“that’s how we end up with over-
population [and] more feral cats.”

She added neutering and spay-
ing is important to cats’ health be-
cause the more litters a cat has “the
less healthy they become.”

She recommends getting ani-
mals “fixed as soon as you possibly
can,” as they can become pregnant
as young as four months old or de-
velop fatal infections.

HTAT’s low spay/neuter pro-
gram costs just $65 and can be
applied for online on the HTAT
website.

The organization pays for
nearly 500 cats to get spayed and
neutered annually, and puts 3,000
Ibs of food into the community ev-
ery month.

“We have 5-600 animals de-
pending on us to feed them every
month...not including the ‘Care

for Life’ animals,” said Max.

HTAT is also responsible
for medical bills of special needs
cats they’ve adopted out.

Being a 501 (c¢) 3, HTAT
receives no government funding
from either the commonwealth or
the town.

Max said “It’s definitely the
generosity of the community”
that helps keep the sanctuary in
business.

Shown is a large cat tower for the cats to climb

“We appreciate everything
that we can get back and that peo-
ple are willing to donate towards
helping us including the cats here
in our care,” said Max.

The organization relies on
grants, donations and fundraising
initiatives and will host a “Feline
Family Fun Day” event at West-
view Farm Creamery in Monson,
Saturday, August 12 from 11 a.m-6
p-m.

The event will feature 50-60
vendors, raffle tickets, kids table,
baked goods, live music, kittens,
ice cream and goats.

There are many ways to sup-
port HTAT.

The organization is always
accepting donation items, funding
and volunteer support.

HTAT also has felines look-
ing for their forever homes and are
available for adoption.

To donate to the organization,
apply for low cost spay and neu-
tering services or plan a visit to
consider adopting a cat, please see
the HTAT website at https://www.
heretodaysanctuary.org/.

Adoption hours are Saturdays
1-4 p.m.

Bish soaking up the sun.

Bunny stands tall while hanging out in
the sunroom.

Jericho enjoys relaxing on the window
sill.

Paqo hiding out in one of the nooks on a
cat tower.

Pippa is often found lounging in the
sunroom.

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon
Pam Pam is 17 years old and is a per-
manent resident at the sanctuary.

THE CENTERED PLACE

SINCE 1988

Yoga & Meditation Classes

Offering both onsite and online classes

Voted Best Yoga in the region by
Town & Country Living Magazine

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check
their advertisement the
first time it appears.
This paper will not be
responsible for more
than one corrected in-

YOGA
FOR

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,

open and energized.

Come experience this for yourself.

sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in
an advertisement to a

EVERY
BobDy

413 436 7374

286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA
WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM

greater extent than the
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the
advertisement.

Cutting and
Styling

Color & Cut $72

in a quiet and private atmosphere

1005 Central St., Palmer, MA
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

413-636-5819

SHOP YOU
LoaA MERCHAN

]

STIHL ®Husqvarna

PARK SAW SHOP

LOGGING * ARBORIST ¢ SAFETY

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm ¢ Sat 7am-Noon
Shipping Can Be Arranged

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9022

RENTALS AVAILABLE
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SOCCER

‘Perfect’ Mustangs head for playoffs

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Hannah Murphy guides the ball up the field.

Avery Beaudoin pass-
es the ball to her left.

Sierra
Martinson
follows
throughon a
free kick.

MONSON - Monson High
School may be one of the small-
est schools in the region, but they
can definitely hang with the largest
schools in the area. Monson has
been playing in the A Division for
summer soccer the past few years
and has been increasing its high
school schedule difficulty as well.
The Mustangs are seeing the re-
sults of their hard work. The Mus-
tangs defeated Belchertown and
East Longmeadow during the past
week to improve to a perfect 10-0 in
the Pioneer Valley Summer Soccer
League. The girls has just Enfield
remaining on their regular season
schedule before heading into the
playoffs next week with the likely
No. 1 seed.

Grace Berry fights for possession.

Tennessee Murphy makes a pass.

BASEBALL

Playoff berths in Valley Wheel
come down to final week

WILBRAHAM - The Valley
Wheel Over-28 Baseball League,
which plays its games throughout
Western Massachusetts and features
adult players from all over the re-
gion, has lived up to its reputation
for having a league full of parity.

As a result, this final week will
be the determining factor when it
comes to deciding which teams
receive the four playoff spots the
league offers.

Following the games of July 9,
five of the league’s six teams were
in a tie for first place with identical
7-5 records.

The games of July 16 were
rained out, pushing the league to
finish the final three games of the
regular season within in an eight-
day period.

Weeks 14 and 15 were sched-
uled to be played on July 23 and
30, respectively, while the Week
13 makeups were scheduled in be-
tween, July 26 and 27.

The Week 14 games found the
Athletics, Tigers, and Cubs com-
ing away with wins. That left those
three games with 8-5 records while

the Angels and Twins sat at 7-6,
both one game out of the first-place
tie.

Midweek matchups included
the Angels-Orioles, Cubs-Athletics,
and Tigers-Twins, which could fur-
ther complicate the standing head-
ing into Sunday’s final games.

According to the league com-
missioner, Jim Nason, the first tie-
breaker for determining who makes
the playoffs will be head-to-head
records. Each team plays their op-
ponents three times making a de-
finitive decision if there is a tie be-
tween two teams. But in the event of
a three-way tie, the next tiebreaker
is run differential, which could be
used to seed teams as well in the
event of a three-way tie for first
place.

This weekend, the final match-
ups are Twins-Angels, Cubs-Ori-
oles, and Tigers-Athletics. Semi-
finals are scheduled for Aug. 6 at
Spec Pond in Wilbraham with game
times of 2:30 and 6 p.m. The league
championship game is set for Sun-
day, Aug. 13 at 3 p.m. at Spec Pond.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Gabriel Pacheco sends a free kick away.

Pioneers take season
finale, make playoffs

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—The atmosphere
at Lusitano Stadium is always
a lot more festive whenever the
Western Mass. Pioneers celebrates
a victory.

The Pioneers faithful support-
ers were in no hurry to head home

following the July 15 5-1 win over
AC Connecticut in the regular sea-
son finale.

The Pioneers 10th win locked
up sole possession of second place
in the USL-2 Northeast Division.
They also clinched a playoff berth
for the fourth time since 2019. The

PIONEERS 1 page 10

BASEBALL

Pitcher Sam Schrieber reaches back and fires to the plate.

Ware’s Devin
Slattery slings a
throw to first base.

St.
Joe’s
begins
playoff
run

PALMER - It
was down to the wire,
but a tie thrown into
413ATC’s record
caused St. Joseph’s
Saints to receive the
No. 4 seed in the
Tri-County  Baseball
League playoffs. As
a result, the Saints
were placed in the 4-5
matchup with DiFran-
co Realty. St. Joseph’s
finished the regular
season last week with
an 8-10 overall record,
and 16 points. If St.
Joe’s gets by DiFranco
in the best-of-three-se-
ries, they would face
top-seeded and reign-
ing, defending champi-
on PeoplesBank in the
league’s semifinals.

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotoscom

Greg Vouros
winds up for a
long throw to
first.

Jackson Petrin slides back to first.

A.J. Dillard swings and connects.
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Hall takes win in Granite State series

HERMON, ME — The Gran-
ite State Pro Stock Series re-
turned to “Vacationland” for the
first time since 2021 with Satur-
day night’s Go FAS Racing 100
at Speedway 95. And against a
tough field, Garrett Hall captured
his second career GSPSS win in
the series’ debut at the Hermon,
Maine speedplant.

Seventeen drivers, all but one
from the state of Maine, turned
out for the GSPSS’ rain-delayed
debut at the historic oval just out-
side Bangor. Wiscasset Speed-
way regular Josh St. Clair topped
the charts in time trials, splitting
the heats with home-track ace
Mike Hopkins.

But in race trim, it was Hall
who prevailed. With reigning
GSPSS champion Joey Doiron in
the pits, Hall worked the inside
line around the third-mile oval en
route to victory.

Hall won in his GSPSS debut
in 2017, claiming the series’” only
trip to Oxford Plains Speedway.
With Saturday’s win, the Scar-
borough native is the first series
driver to win twice in the Pine

Tree State.

Hopkins, a road warrior with
two wins in the Southeast earli-
er this season, came up short of
victory in his second-ever GSPSS
appearance, finishing second at
his hometown track. St. Clair
held on for third in his series de-
but.

Points leader Travis Benja-
min extended his advantage with
a fourth-place finish, while Ben
Ashline rounded out the top five.

Saturday’s GSPSS  show-
down capped off a night of racing
that included Speedway 95’s lo-
cal classes. Dalaney Dunn came
out on top in the 25-lap Cage
Runner feature. Scott Modery
took the checkers in the Street
Stocks, and Kris Foss won the
evening’s Sport 4 feature.

The next race for the Granite
State Pro Stock Series is a return
to Riverside Speedway on Sat-
urday, August 12, where Travis
Benjamin will try to back up his
June performance with anoth-
er win at “Grovetona.” Details
on the fifth race of the GSPSS’
twelfth season will be released

Submitted photo
Garrett Hall was the winner up in Maine last Saturday.

6. (32) Brandon Barker
7. (75) Gary Smith

8. (32ME) Nick Jenkins
9. (28R) JR Robinson

10. (7CT) Cory Casagrande
11. (56) Evan Beaulieu
12. (21C) Shane Clark
13. (81) Bryan Lancaster
14. (28) James Doucette
15. (15) Trevor Krouse
16. (21IME) David Oliver
17. (01) Jet Decker

shortly.

For more information on the
Granite State Pro Stock Series,
visit www.gspss.net or find us on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

RESULTS, Go FAS Racing
100, July 22, 2023

1. (94) Garrett Hall

2. (15ME) Mike Hopkins

3. (14) Josh St. Clair

4. (7B) Travis Benjamin

5.(99) Ben Ashline

Sports nutrition tips from Boston Children’s Hospital

What should an athlete eat
to prepare for a big event? Read
on for sound tips from the Sports
Medicine Division.

e Carbs are your friend
and other game-day nutrition ad-
vice

* Like a car, your body
needs fuel to run. These foods
help you rev up for top perfor-
mance on game day:

e Carbohydrates (pasta,
fruit, bread, oatmeal, sugar) pro-
vide fast energy. Without carbs,
an athlete is likely to hit a wall of
sluggishness.

e Fat (nuts, nut butters, ol-

ive oil, avocados, salmon or tuna)
provides longer-lasting energy.
Fats and carbs work together to
fuel performance.

e Protein (chicken, beef,
eggs, dairy) builds muscle and
repairs tissues. Protein after a
practice or game is essential to
building and maintaining muscle
strength.

Pre-game fueling

e Three to four hours be-
fore a practice or game, an ideal
pre-game meal includes mainly

e granola bar e graham crackers with
e yogurt and fruit peanut butter or almond butter

Closer to game or practice e yogurt with granola
time, snacks or meals should de- e turkey sandwich
crease in volume and be mostly Foods that work for your

carbs.
e oatmeal
*  sports drinks
e Post-game recovery
e A snack or meal with

teammates might not work for
you. Be sure to try out different
foods before and after practice
and see how they make you feel.
When game day rolls around,

L4 @turleysports www turleysports com acehook.com/turleysports

Turleysports

Al of the Wesk

Sierra Martinson
Monson

Martinson has been a constant
force in the lineup for Monson in
both the high school season and
now in the summer season, helping
lead Monson summer soccer to a
perfect record thus far.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the
Week, contact Managing Sports Editor
Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393
ext. 258 or send an e-mail to gscibel-
li@turley.com.

Mou.ron

Insurance Agency  About Your
HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS — LIFE~~ Family

GONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing

Our Family
Cares

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

143 West Street

Ware, MA 01082

both protein and carbohydrates
within 30 to 45 minutes after a
game helps muscles recover more
rapidly.

you’ll know what fuel your body
thrives on.

Stay tuned for more news
and injury-prevention tips from

WWW.mOllltOIlillSlll‘ ance.com

More companies,
more choices,

a banana

carbs with some protein and fat.

e peanut butter toast with

*  chocolate milk
* banana and peanut but-

ter or almond butter

Boston Children’s Hospital.

’.'sé..“.':z'z:""‘ J
Agent BETTER RATES!

413-967-3327

Gonnor Hicks, of Monson, attempts to run down the

ball.

PIONEERS 1 from page 9

2020 season was canceled due to
the COVID 19 pandemic.

“I think making the playoffs is
a little more special for us this year,”
said Connor Hicks, who’s one of
the Pioneers’ veteran players. “Our
backs were against the wall a couple
of weeks ago, but we were able to
make the playoffs again.

Following a 2-1 home loss
against rival Seacoast United on
June 23, the Pioneers (10-1-3)

closed out the regular season with
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five consecutive victories.

“After we lost to Seacoast,
most people thought we wouldn’t
be making the playoffs this year,”
said Pioneers head coach Federico
Molinari. “There was a lot of pres-
sure on us to win every match, but
boys worked very hard. It’s not very
easy to qualify for the playoffs in
this league.”

The Pioneers, who’ll begin
their postseason journey this week-
end, have posted an impressive 42-
6-8 regular season record since the
start of the 2019 campaign.
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Tomas Duben makes his way toward the goal.

“We’ve changed a lot of play-
ers since 2019, Molinari said.
“When the new players join us, they
always play very hard, and they also
have a good attitude. It has been an
outstanding season so far.”

Hicks, who’s from Monson,
and Khalid Rose are the only re-
maining players from the 2019
playoff team.

Hicks, who has been a defend-
er for most of his Pioneers career,
was an outside midfielder against
AC Connecticut (4-7-3). He had a
couple shots on goal, but has never
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Alec Hughes shoots and scores for the Pioneers.

scored a goal while wearing a Pio-
neers uniform.

“I did score a goal in my first
game with the Pioneers four years
ago, but it was disallowed because
of offsides,” said Hicks, who’s
planning to play for the Pioneers in
2024. “I was trying to score a goal
in tonight’s game.”

Alec Hughes, who’s a first-year
member of the Western Mass. Pio-
neers, led the way offensively with
two goals and a pair of assists.

“We really needed to win to-
night’s game to make the playoffs,”

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Jordan Koduah makes a pass.

Hughes said. “It has been a lot of
fun playing for this soccer team this
summer.”

The home team, who scored
five goals in a home match for the
first time since a preseason friendly
with KO Elites FC, took a 1-0 lead
six minutes into the opening half.

The scoring play began with
Gabriel Pacheco sending a pass
from the left side of the box to To-
mas Duben, who tapped the ball
over the goal-line past AC Con-
necticut goalie Clayton Knibbs.

Less than ten minutes later, Du-

ben was credited with the assist as
Hughes fired a shot into the left cor-
ner for his first goal of the match.

Duben and Hughes hooked up
again during the 32nd minute. A tap
in by Hughes increased the Pioneers
lead to 3-0, which was the halftime
score.

“I always try to put myself in
the right spot and let my teammates
find me,” Hughes said. “T just want
to do anything to help my team
win.”

The Pioneers outshot AC Con-
necticut, 15-1, during the first 45

minutes of the match.
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WE’RE STILL TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS!

Any thoughts the
AC Connecticut players
might’'ve had of making
a second half comeback
didn’t last very long.

A goal by Lucio Ber-

ron, which was assisted by
Hughes in the 58" minute,
gave the Pioneers a com-
manding 4-0 advantage.

AC Connecticut, who
also lost the first meeting
to the Pioneers, 2-1, re-
ceived an early Christmas
gift following an own goal
in the 73" minute.

WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS
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A couple of min-
utes later, Jordan Koduah
scored the Pioneers final
goal, which was assisted
by Hughes.

It was a perfect way to
wrap up the regular season
for the Pioneers players
and their supporters.
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OBITUARY EARLY DEADLINE

The week of August 3rd publication of the Journal Register the
obituary deadline will be 3 p.m. on Monday, July 31.

DEATH

NOTICES

Peritz, Daivd
Died July 17, 2023
Services July 28,2023

Santos, Walter
Died July 24, 2023
Services July 31, 2023

Weldon, Robert J.
Died July 23, 2023
Services are private

The Journal Register

OBITUARY POLICY

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased,
date of death and funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, which allows
families to publish extended death notice information of their own
choice and may include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a funeral home to: obits @
turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

O BITUARTIES

On Monday, July 17th,
2023, our beloved son, father,
brother, partner, teacher, and
friend, David Peritz, age 50, of
Palmer passed away in a freak
accident at his home. David was
a passionate man who lived and
loved simply and fully.

David leaves behind his par-
ents, Robert and Kathleen “Pat”
Peritz Sr. of Palmer, his beloved
children Brandon and Morgan
and their mother, Kathy Peritz,
and his incredible life partner,
Jen Hodgdon, who brought him
11 years of happiness, travels,
and never ending adventures.
Jen was his rock on the road
of life. He also leaves behind
his three siblings Robert Peritz
Jr. (Colleen Peritz), Ivy Peritz-
Smith (Terrance Smith), and
Holly Leland (Aaron Leland), 6
nieces and nephews (Samantha
Farquhar, Bryce Peritz, Camer-
on Peritz, Kylie Leland, Haley
Leland, & Evan Smith) who he
adored, his godmother Laurie
Canterbury, the entire McCrys-
tal and Stahelski families, and
so many friends and family who
loved David beyond words. We
would be remiss if we did not
mention David & Jen’s amazing
dog, Bill, who may have spent
the first 6 years of life in a lab
but now explores the beach, the
woods, and so many other happy
places.

David Peritz

David was a
Palmer High School
Class of 1991 grad-
uvate. He went on to
graduate from Umass
Ambherst and West-
field State University
earning his teaching
license. David worked
the last twenty years
plus as a special ed-
ucation teacher in the Palmer
Public Schools helping count-
less students and families find
success including through his
work with the Special Olym-
pics. David could care less
about the school “paperwork”;
he only cared about the needs,
dreams, and confidence of the
students in front of him, and the
many co-workers he also called
friends.

David could talk about his
family forever. He truly loved
being a father, and nobody was
better at it. Brandon, Morgan,
and Jen were his world, and he
never let the world’s minutia get
in the way of life. David loved
music, camping, breweries, and
hiking, and he actively shared
these passions with his family
and friends. David never wait-
ed to make adventures happen.
Whether it was attending con-
certs, helping others, or hiking
five 4000 footers in VT in just
3 days last month, David was

“all in” with constant
smiles and laughter.
David found his peace
and solitude in the
woods and on the ice
playing and coaching
hockey. David hard-
ly ever asked for help
from anyone, but he
was always first in
line to help. While
heartbroken, David’s family and
friends take solace in knowing
that he lived life his way and the
right way.

In lieu of flowers, any do-
nations can be sent to Country
Bank (Palmer, MA) where an
account has been set up for a
future scholarship/memorial
fitting of David or by visiting
https://gofund.me/fa7e6a64. We
also ask that you take a hike in
the woods or a nice long walk
in honor of David. Let’s remem-
ber how David lived...as it was
amazing.

“How lucky we are to have
something that makes saying
goodbye so hard.”

Calling hours will be held
on Thursday, July 27, 2023, from
4:00 pm - 8:00 pm at the Beers
& Story Palmer Funeral Home,
1475 N. Main St., Palmer. A
graveside service will be held on
Friday, July 28th at 10:00 a.m. at
St. Thomas Cemetery on Thorn-
dike St in Palmer.

Walter (Wally) Santos

PALMER—Walter (Wally)
Santos, 98, passed away peace-
fully surrounded by his family
on July 24, 2023. Born on De-
cember 25, 1924 in Palmer, MA,
he was the son of Antonio Santos
and Albertina (Chaves). Walter
was a life-long resident of Palm-
er where countless friendships
were made, a family was raised,
and his faith held him strong as
he was a communicant of the
Divine Mercy Parish. Grow-
ing up on the farm on Baptist
Hill with his 14 siblings, Wal-
ter’s commitment to family was
rooted and his appreciation of
hard work was established. At
the age of 17, Walter joined the
Navy and fought in WWII before
returning home after witnessing
the signing of the Japanese Sur-
render in Tokyo Bay, a treaty of
peace. After returning home,
Walter met the love of his life of
61 years, Jeannette Vertefeuille,
who predeceased him in 2013.
Walter worked hard to grow his
family and create a beautiful
home with a yard that was the
envy of the neighborhood and a
garden that could feed the entire

family. Walter loved

his work as he worked

most of his life in

the paving industry,

spending many years

with his co-workers

that he called family at

Palmer Paving Corpo-

ration and continued

working in the paving
business, retiring the

shovel at the young age

of 82. Walter was well known
for his social charm, a little bit of
luck, his ability to work just as
hard as the guy 60 years younger
than him, his faith, but most im-
portantly, his pride and love for
his family. Whether it was with
a visit to family or friends to de-
liver something delicious from
his garden, a game of go fish,
a rock on his swing in the yard
or a simple shared meal, Walter
loved and cherished every mo-
ment with his family and friends
and always left with a hug and
a laugh.

He will be deeply missed by
his children, Maureen Gallagh-
er (William), Suzanne Moskal
(Edward), Janine LeBlanc (Mi-

chael), Carl Santos

(Robin), and Michelle

Siddle. His love will

also remain with his

grandchildren, Jessica

Noonan (Ted), Jenni-

fer Johnson (Gabe),

Jeffrey Main, Jamie

Latozke (Alan), Jac-

quelyn Siddle, Timo-

thy Siddle (Brittany),

Kaitlyn Santos, Connor

Santos; six great-grandchildren;

and his sister Patricia Jusko and
his brother George Santos.

Visitation will be Monday,

July 31, from 4-7 PM at the

Beers & Story Palmer Funeral

Home. Friends and family may

either gather at the funeral home

on Tuesday at 9 AM or meet

directly at Divine Mercy Par-

ish for a 10 AM Funeral Mass.

Burial will follow in St. Anne’s

Cemetery. For those wishing,

donations may be made in his

memory to Shriner’s Hospi-

tal, 516 Carew St. Springfield,

or Wounded Warrior Project,

P.O. Box 758516, Topeka, KS,

66675. Please visit www.beer-

sandstory.com.

Robert J. Weldon, 1940-2023

MONSON—Robert J. Wel-
don, 82, passed away July 23,
2023. Robert was born in Ware,
MA, October 28, 1940 to the late
Ralph S. and Gertrude (Royce)
Weldon. He has been a life long
resident of Monson and was a
graduate of Springfield Trade
School. For many years he was
a machine operator at DucPac
in East Longmeadow and a me-
chanic for Palmer Motor Coach.
He was a volunteer for the Mon-
son Fire Department and a mem-
ber of the Day Spring Thomas
Lodge of Masons. He enjoyed
camping, boating in Maine, long

road trips to nowhere,

antique engines and
Hemmings Motor
News.

Robert leaves his
wife of 52 years, Lyd-
ia M. (Smith) Weldon,

and their children;
Robert J. Weldon Jr,
and Becky Weldon

both of Monson and

Roy Weldon and his

wife Whitney of E. Longmead-
ow; four grandchildren, who
loved their "Bumpa" dearly;
Maddison Weldon, Mackayla
Weldon, Benjamin Weldon and

Alexander Weldon; and
a nephew, Rich Wel-
don. Bob was prede-
ceased by his parents
and his brother, Ralph
Weldon.
Services have been
entrusted to Lombard
Funeral Home of Mon-
son and will be private.
In lieu of flowers me-
morial donations may
be made in Bob's memory to The
Monson Fire Department PO
Box 335 Monson, MA 01057.

Police/Fire

PALMER

The Palmer Police Department had
448 incidents for the week July 11-
July 18 including:

July 11
Cody Seth Boone, 28, of 175
Osburne Road in Ware was pulled
over on State Street and summonsed
for uninsured vehicle, suspended
registration and no inspection stick-
er at 2:39 p.m.

Jody M. Sicard, 52, of 43 Lamb
St. in South Hadley was arrested
on charges of driving under the in-
fluence of drugs, multiple counts
of drug possession with intent to
distribute. Sicard was arrested on
Thorndike Street at 6:39 p.m.

Tyler Preston Gregoire, 30, of
108 Peterson Road in Palmer was
summonsed on charges of assault
with a deadly weapon and mali-
cious damage at 11:59 p.m. on Pe-
terson Road.

July 12

Micheal Hunter, 38, of 476
Holiday Drive in Rutland, VT was
arrested on multiple charges of pos-
session of firearm or ammunition
without firearm ID card, multiple
drug charges and possession of a
felony firearm. Hunter was arrested
on N. Main Street at 8:56 a.m.

Micheal P. Hurley, 52, of 130
Peterson Road in Palmer was pulled
over at Ware Street and Brecken-
ridge Street for failing to stop/yield.
Hurley was arrested on a charge of
drug possession at 10:03 p.m.

July 14

Phillie Zikalala, 30, of 1321
Main St. in Palmer was pulled over
at 5:18 p.m. and summonsed for un-
insured motor vehicle, unlicensed
operation of a motor vehicle, and
driving with a suspended registra-
tion.

Kevin James Ryder Jr., 24, of
28 River St. in Thorndike was ar-
rested on a warrant at 9:47 p.m. on
River Street.

July 15

Janice Abreu, 34, of 20 Hawley
St. in Worcester was arrested during
a motor vehicle stop on charges of
operating a vehicle under the influ-
ence of liquor, no inspection/stick-
er, rate of speed greater than was
reasonable and proper. Abreu was
stopped on Lawrence Street at 9:30
p.m.

July 16

Joshua Franco, 18, of 56
Haviland St in Ludlow on charges
of assault and battery, assault and
battery with a dangerous weapon,
disturbing the peace and trespassing
at 2:10 a.m. on Maple Street.

Bondsville

Bonsdville Fire Department for the
period July 11-17, Bondsville fire
responded to three calls.

On Wednesday, July 12 at 9:18
a.m., the department responded to
Thorndike St for the smell of some-
thing burning. The department re-
turned to service at 10:20 a.m.

On Saturday, July 15 at 7:01
a.m., the department responded to
Pine St for the medical assist. The
department returned to service at
7:25 am.

On Monday, July 17 at 1:25
p.m., the department responded
mutual aid to West Ware Road in
Palmer for a structure fire. The de-
partment returned to service at 1:52
p.m.

Three Rivers

The Three Rivers Fire Depart-
ment responded to four calls for the
week of July 17-24.

On Friday, July 21 at 11:36
p.m. the Department responded to

a motor vehicle accident on Spring-
field Street. The Department re-
turned to service at 2:58 a.m.

On Saturday, July 22 at 4:48
p-m. the Department responded to
an EMS incident on Maple Terrace,
returning to service at 5:10 p.m.

On Monday, July 24 at 12:10
a.m., the Department responded to
an EMS incident on Palmer Road,
returning to service at 12:28 a.m.

At 5 p.m. the same day, the
Department responded to a smoke
investigation on Anderson Street,
returning to service at 5:10 p.m.

SNAP Gap Act to expand
eligibility and increase benefits

WASHINGTON—Sen.  Ed-
ward J. Markey (D-Mass.), a mem-
ber of the Senate Health, Labor,
Education and Pensions Commit-
tee, and Rep. Lori Trahan (MA-03)
today introduced the Bridging the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program Gap Act, legislation to
expand SNAP benefits for young
adults, families, and Americans
with regular medical expenses by
breaking down harmful rules that
limit eligibility and benefit
levels.

for the medical expense deduction
floor, currently at $165 in 2023,
with increases mirroring that of
Medicare Part B rates.

In April, Markey led his col-
leagues in a letter to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture and Social
Security Administration urging
them to make SNAP more accessi-
ble for Americans who are receiv-
ing or are eligible for Supplemental
Security Income benefits, including

low-income elderly and individu-
als with disabilities. In December
2022, Markey successfully advo-
cated to insert a provision to ensure
that victims of “SNAP skimming”
would have their benefits repaid
by requiring the USDA promulgate
regulations to reimburse individuals
and families whose SNAP benefits
were stolen.

The legislation would ] 2 3 7 5 6 7 8 9 I EE] 12
ensure that working stu-
dents ages 17 to 21 can ||13 14 15
continue to receive their 5 =
families’ benefits and ex-
tend existing rules for se- | [2o
niors and people with dis-
abilities so that all SNAP | |2
beneficiaries who spend |5
at least $35 a month on
health-related  expenses
can receive higher month-
ly benefits. 38 |39

“Nearly one-in-three |45
college students are food
insecure. Families across 44 49  [50
the country are seeing
Congress cut their benefits st
as their medical costs rise. | (55
The Bridging the SNAP
Gap Act will reverse this |[60 64
trend and help ensure that
no student or family falls 65 66 67
through the cracks,” said 59 o)
Markey. “Families should - -
be able to put food on the
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

E-mail items to mharrison@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication.

The Journal Register encourages read-
ers to contact event coordinators and or-
ganizers for updated event times. Have an
event to promote? Email the information (in
sentence form and as a Word doc or plain
email text — no PDFs or flyers, please — to
mharrison @turley.com.

THIS WEEK

ZUMBA WITH KELLY: 10:15 to 11
a.m. July 27 at the Brimfield Senior Center,

23 Main Street. Have fun while getting
fit.

FREE CONCERT: The Good Good
News Christian Praise group will be per-
forming a free concert at 4 p.m. on Sat-
urday, July 29, at Second Congregational
Church 1080 Pleasant Street in Palmer. The
Good Good News is a five-person group
which has been playing and singing togeth-
er for many years throughout the region. All
are welcome.

NEXT WEEK

PALMER LIBRARY CONCERT: The
library, located at 1455 North Main St., will
host one of its free summer concerts from
10:30 to 11:30 on Tuesday, Aug. 2. Story-
tellers Motoko and Eshu will entertain the
crowd.

GAME NIGHT: The Monson Public
Library, 2 High St., will hold a teen game
night from 4-6 p.m. The theme will be party
games.

COMING SOON

FOOD TRUCK, FARMERS AND
ARTISANS MARKET: Over 40 vendors
as well as live music, food, magic and
other entertainment 3 to 8§ p.m. Aug. 11 in
Hryniewicz Park in Three Rivers.

MONSON CULTURAL PICNIC

Performances, songs and dances cele-
brating people of all different cultures will
be held as the Monson Cultural Picnic from
1 to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 12, at Veter-
an’s Field, 110 Main St., in Monson. Ad-
mission is free. Free cookout but bring lawn
chairs. There will be a petting zoo, vendors,
face painting and a disc jockey playing mu-
sic from around the world. Enjoy the park,
playground, skatepark and tennis courts.

JIMMY FUND WALK: Registration
is now open for the 2023 Boston Marathon
Jimmy Fund Walk Scheduled for Sunday,
Oct. 1. Proceeds from the event support all
forms of adult and pediatric patient care
and cancer research at one of the nation’s

premier cancer centers, Dana-Farber Can-
cer Institute. All four routes will culminate
at the Jimmy Fund Walk Finish Line in the
Fenway neighborhood. If walkers want to
participate a bit closer to home, the Jimmy
Fund Walk has flexible opportunities, in-
cluding virtually. Register as an individual
walker, team member or start a team at Jim-
myFundWalk.org or by calling 866-531-
9255.

INTERESTS

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2-4 p.m.
daily at the Holland Public Library, 23 Stur-
bridge Road to learn or practice different
crafts. Therer are new crafts every Wednes-

day. For more information, call 413-245-
3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Lo-
cated at 35 Ely Rd., Monson, nature trails
are open daily until dusk for hiking, snow-
shoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail
maps can be found in the parking lot. The
Phillips Sculpture Garden is open year-
round (handouts in box on one of the sign
posts). For more information call 413-267-
4137, email khm @keephomesteadmuseum.
org or visit keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS
GUILD: Members meet at 1 p.m. on the
first and third Thursdays of the month in the
Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Riv-
ers. The Guild is a no-pressure group with
varying degrees of accomplishments, from
novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners.
Dues are $55 a year. For more information,
contact Barbara Beaulieu at 267-4044 or
Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Follow
them on Facebook for more.

ONGOING

FARMER’S MARKETS: The Brim-
field Farmers Market at Hitchcock Acade-
my

is a fun place to find cool, unique prod-
ucts, plants and seasonal produce every Sat-
urday while you meet your neighbors and
support Hitchcock and local businesses.

The Wales Baptist Church farmer’s
market is 9 a.m. to noon every Saturday un-
til Labor Day directly across the street from
the church on Route 19 in Wales. Items be-
ing sold are baked goods, honey, seasonal
vegetables, antiques and crafts.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m.
and/or 6:30-8:30 p.m., every Thursday at
the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St, Mon-

son. Rose’s line dancing classes include
absolute beginners and beginners, and par-
ticipants get to dance to all types of music.
$10 per class. Please wear comfortable
footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the sec-
ond Tuesday of every month at Top Floor
Learning (third floor of the Palmer Library
at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and open to the
public. Play available board and card games
or bring your own. Must be 16 or older
unless accompanied by an adult. No Reg-
istration Required — just show up! Ques-
tions? Call 283-2329, or 283-3691, or email
palewis19 @yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN
FOR WINTER SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Thursday-Monday. The center is located on
Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range
State Park. DCR Interpretive staff will be
available for visitors. Coming in January,
programs will also be offered to highlight
the Range’s special nature in winter, see the
park web site for details.

QI GONG: 6 p.m., every Tuesday night
at Memorial Hall with Randy Emerson.
Free, no registration. Presented by Monson
Parks & Rec and the Monson Free Library,

Cummen, Libasuy motes

Palmer Public Library August Calendar

Programs with an asterisk* require registration.
Please register online at https://www.palmerli-
brary.org/events/.

Tues., Aug. 1
Drop in Craft; all day (youth)
*Summer Book Buddy Story Time; 10:30-11:15 a.m
(youth)
Library on the Lawn; 2-4 p.m (youth)
Teen Dungeons & Dragons Club; 3:30-5 p.m (teen)
Wed., Aug. 2
Summer Concert Series, Motoko and Eshu, Story-
tellers; 10:30-11:30 a.m (youth)
*Roblox Club; 3:30-5 p.m (youth)
*100 Everyday Signs, 5 week ASL Workshop; 6:30-
7:15 p.m (adult)
Thurs., Aug. 3
*Teen Perler Bead Workshop; 2-4 p.m (teen)
Teen Anime Club; 3:30-5 p.m (teen)
*Clay Critter Making; 4-5 p.m (youth)

Mon., Aug. 7
Sensory Play Group; 12:30-3 p.m (youth)
Tues., Aug. 8
Drop in Craft; all day (youth)
*Summer Book Buddy Story Time; 10:30-11:15 a.m
(youth)
Library on the Lawn; 2-4 p.m (youth)
Teens Dungeons & Dragons Club; 3:30-5 p.m (teen)
*Poetry Open Mic Night; 6:30-7:45 p.m (adult/teen)
Wed., Aug. 9
Summer Concert Series, Li Liu Acrobat; 10:30-
11:30 a.m (youth)
*Intro to Tarot for Tweens & Teens; 2-4 p.m (teen)
*Roblox CLub; 3:30-5 p.m (youth)
Thurs., Aug 10
*Clay Critter Painting; 4-5 p.m (youth)

Mon., Aug. 14
Sensory Play Group; 12-3 p.m (youth)
*Fic or Flick; 3:30-4:30 p.m (youth)

Tues., Aug. 15
Drop in Craft; all day (youth)
*Summer Book Buddy Story Time; 10:30-11:15 a.m
(youth)
Library on the Lawn, 2-4 p.m (youth)
Teen Dungeons and Dragons Club; 3:30-5 p.m (teen)
Railroad in Song-Summer Concert with Jon Water-
man; 6-7:30 p.m (adult/teen)
Wed., Aug. 16
Summer Concert Series, Toe Jam Puppet Band;
10:30-11:30 a.m (youth)
*Crafternoons for Adults, Mini Canvas Art; 2-3:30
p-m (adult)
*Roblox Club; 3:30-5 p.m (youth)
Thurs., Aug. 17
*Take and Make Holographic Slime; all day (youth)
Teen Anime Club; 3-5 p.m (teen)

Mon., Aug. 21

Sensory Play Group; 12-3 p.m (youth)
Tues., Aug. 22

Drop in Craft; all day (youth)

*Summer Book Buddy Story Time; 10:30-11:15 a.m

(youth)

Library on the Lawn; 2-4 p.m (youth)

Teen Dungeons & Dragons Club; 3:30-5 p.m (teen)
Wed., Aug. 23

*Roblox Club; 3:30-5 p.m (youth)

Mon., Aug. 28
Sensory Play Group; 12-3 p.m (youth)
*Fic or Flick; 3:30-4:30 p.m (youth)
Tues., Aug. 29
Drop in Craft; all day (youth)
*Summer Book Buddy Story Time; 10:30-11:15 a.m
(youth)
Library on the Lawn; 2-4 p.m (youth)
Teens Dungeons & Dragons Club; 3:30-5 p.m (teen)
Wed., Aug. 30
*Roblox Club; 3:30-5 p.m (youth)
Thurs., Aug. 31
Teen Anime Club; 3:30-5 p.m (teen)

Monson Free Library August Calendar

The Monson Free Library Association is hosting
a series of summer reading events, programs and ac-
tivities for those of all ages.

Programs with an asterisk™* require registration.

Please register online at https://monsonlibrary.
com/calendar-of-events/.

Tues., Aug. 1

Summer Comic Book Club; 3:30-4:30 p.m (children)

Music Tuesdays; 5-7 p.m (adult)

Qi Going with Randy Emerson 5:45-7 p.m (adult)
Wed., Aug. 2

Story Time On the Go!; 10:30-11:30 a.m (children)

Teen Read Book Discussion; 2-4 p.m (teen)

How to Fight Book Bans; 6:30-7:30 p.m (adult)
Thurs., Aug. 3

Homeschool Hangout!; 1-2 p.m (children/teen)

Lego Club; 3:30-5 p.m (children)

Teen Game Night - Party Games; 4-6 p.m (teen)

Fri., Aug. 4
Sensory Play on the Patio; 10:30-11:20 a.m (chil-
dren)

Tues., Aug. 8
Music Tuesdays; 5-7 p.m (adult)
Qi Going with Randy Emerson; 5:45-7 p.m (adult)
Wed., Aug. 9
Story Time On the Go!; 10:30-11:30 a.m (children)
*Amazing Maurice’s Escape Room, 1 p.m group;
1-2 p.m (teen)
*Amazing Maurice’s Escape Room, 2 p.m group;
2-3 p.m (teen)
* Amazing Maurice Escape Room, 3 p.m group; 3-4
p-m (teen)
*Cribbage Club; 4:30-6:30 p.m (adult)

Thurs., Aug. 10
Homeschool Hangout!; 1-2 p.m (children/teen)
*Dungeons & Dragons, Session I; 2:30-3:30 p..m
(teen)
*Dungeons & Dragons, Session II; 3:30-5 p.m (teen)

Tues., Aug. 15
Music Tuesdays; 5-7 p.m (adult)
Qi Going with Randy Emerson, 5:45-7 p.m (adult)
Wed., Aug. 16
Story Time On the Go!; 10:30-11:30 a.m (children)
Teen Read Finale Movie!; 6-9 p.m (teen)
Thurs., Aug. 17
Homeschool Hangout!; 1-2 p.m (children/teen)
Fri., Aug. 18
Summer Reading Finale!; 10:30-11:30 p.m (chil-
dren)

Tues., Aug. 22
*Tech Cafe; 11 a.m-12 p.m (adult)
Scrabble; 5-7 p.m (adult)
Qi Going with Randy Emerson; 5:45-7 p.m (adult)
Wed., Aug. 23
*Cribbage Club; 4:30-6:30 p.m (adult)
Sit & Stitch; 5-7 p.m (adult)
Thurs., Aug. 24
Homeschool Hangout!; 1-2 p.m (children/teen)
*Dungeons & Dragons, Session I; 2:30-3:30 p.m
(teen)
*Dungeons & Dragons, Session II; 3:30-5 p.m (teen)

Tues., Aug. 29
Qi Going with Randy Emerson 5:45-7 p.m (adult)
Thurs., Aug. 31
Homeschool Hangout!; 1-2 p.m (children)

Maggie McLarey smiles as she works on needle felting

Zoey Walsh is ready to work on her needle felting.

Submitted Photos by

Sarah Thomas

Oh,
rats!

Noella Parker is shown concentrating on her craft.

Our
advertisers
make this
publication
possible.

Let them
know
you saw
their ad
in the

Journal

Instructor Angelina Fleury shares her knowledge of needle felting with teens.

Register
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Public Notices

TOWN OF WALES
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

In accordance with the
Wetland Protection Act,
Chapter 131, Section 40, a
Public Hearing will be held
by the Wales Conservation
Commission on August 3,
2023, at the Wales Senior
Center (Old Stafford Rd.
Wales, MA) at 5:00 PM, for
a Request for Determination
of filed by property owner
Mark Fredette, with a project
location of 47 Fountain Rd.
Wales, MA 01081. Please
go to www.townofwales.
net ,under Conservation
Commission for all informa-
tion regarding this hearing or
email conservation@townof-
wales.net
07/27/2023

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in exe-
cution of the Power of
Sale contained in a certain
mortgage given by Heather
M. Carson to Mortgage
Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee
for Residential Mortgage
Services, Inc., dated
September 24, 2018 and
recorded in the Hampden
County Registry of Deeds
in Book 22371, Page 553,
of which mortgage the
undersigned is the pres-
ent holder, by assignment
from: Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc.,
as mortgagee, as nominee
for Residential Mortgage
Services, Inc., its successors
and assigns to Specialized
Loan Servicing LLC,
recorded on February 15,
2022, in Book No. 24405,
at Page 526 for breach of
the conditions of said mort-
gage and for the purpose of
foreclosing, the same will
be sold at Public Auction
at 12:00 PM on August
7, 2023, on the mortgaged
premises located at 9 Amber
Road, Holland, Hampden
County, Massachusetts, all
and singular the premises
described in said mortgage,
TO WIT:

The land in Holland,
Hampden County,
Massachusetts, with the
buildings thereon, situat-
ed on the southerly side of
Amber Road, being Lots 2,
3, 4, 5 and 33 on a Plan of
Amber Park by Smith and
Wallen, Engineers, dated
April 1948 and recorded
with the Hampden County
Registry of Deeds in Book
of Plans 27, Page 98, togeth-
er bounded and described as
follows:

NORTHERLY by Amber
Road, 350.67 feet;

EASTERLY by Lot 1 on
said plan, 90 feet;

SOUTHERLY by Lots 9,
8, 7 and 6 on said plan, 240
feet;

WESTERLY by Lot 32
on said plan, 20 feet;

SOUTHERLY by said
Lot 32, 100 feet; and

WESTERLY by Pleasant
Street, 55 feet. Together
with a right of way in com-
mon with others to use all
roads as laid out on said

STAFF WRITER

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who
understands how town government works to join our

team of weekly reporters.

might be

and event coverage

Turley?,

Publications, Inc.

www.turley.com

Experience in covering town government is a huge
plus, and any experience in community journalism is
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills,
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story.

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community
journalism and who can envision themselves
connecting with our communities, we encourage you
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:

e Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
¢ A determination to get the story, whatever it

e Equally comfortable writing hard news, features

e Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced,
deadline-driven environment

e Proficiency in Associated Press style

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be

a good fit for this position and send it along with a
resume and three writing samples to

Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

plan for purposes of trav-
el, and the right in com-
mon with others to use a
fifty-foot right of way on
Mashapaug Road beginning
at a point 488 feet northeast
of Amber Hill Brook for the
purpose of getting to and
from Hamilton Reservoir
and to keep a boat at same.
SUBJECT to restrictive
covenants, conditions, ease-
ments, agreements and res-
ervations as set forth and as
referenced in an instrument
dated October 17, 2008 and
recorded with the Hampden
County Registry of Deeds
in Book 17522, Page 192,
as the same may still be
in force and applicable to
locus. For mortgagor’s(s’)
title see deed recorded with
Hampden County Registry
of Deeds in Book 22371,
Page 551. These premises
will be sold and conveyed
subject to and with the ben-
efit of all rights, rights of
way, restrictions, easements,
covenants, liens or claims in
the nature of liens, improve-
ments, public assessments,
any and all unpaid taxes, tax
titles, tax liens, water and
sewer liens and any other
municipal assessments or
liens or existing encum-
brances of record which
are in force and are appli-
cable, having priority over
said mortgage, whether or
not reference to such restric-
tions, easements, improve-
ments, liens or encumbranc-
es is made in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE: A
deposit of Five Thousand
($5,000.00) Dollars by cer-
tified or bank check will be
required to be paid by the
purchaser at the time and
place of sale. The balance
is to be paid by certified or
bank check at Harmon Law
Offices, P.C., 150 California
St., Newton, Massachusetts
02458, or by mail to P.O.
Box 610389, Newton
Highlands, Massachusetts
02461-0389, within thirty
(30) days from the date of
sale. Deed will be provided
to purchaser for recording
upon receipt in full of the
purchase price. The descrip-
tion of the premises con-
tained in said mortgage shall
control in the event of an
error in this publication.
Other terms, if any, to
be announced at the sale.
SPECIALIZED LOAN
SERVICING LLC
Present holder of said
mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES,
P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500 23341
07/13, 07/20, 07/27/2023

TOWN OF PALMER
LICENSING
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING
LIQUOR LICENSE

Notice is hereby given
to all parties interested that
the Licensing Commission
will hold a public hearing
in the Meeting Room of the
Palmer Town Building 4417
Main Street, Palmer, MA on

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

Monday, July 31, 2023, at
5:30 P. M. on the applica-
tion from Ding Restaurant
Inc. D/B/A Yummy Asian
Cuisine 1033 Thorndike
St. Palmer, for a transfer of
license from Hai Jiang to
Dingbin Chen.
Licensing Commission,
Town of Palmer
07/20, 07/27/2023

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD23P1503EA
Estate of:

Susan M. Kennedy
Date of Death: 06/04/2023
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal
Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal
Representative has been
filed by Megan Read of
Charlton, MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: Megan Read of
Charlton, MA be appointed
as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve on
the bond in unsupervised
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to
obtain a copy of the Petition
from the Petitioner or at
the Court. You have a right
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written
appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
08/15/2023.

This is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline by
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of
the return day, action may
be taken without further
notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not
required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the

Court. Persons interested
in the estate are entitled to
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the
Personal Representative
and may petition the Court
in any matter relating to
the estate, including the
distribution of assets and
expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: July 18, 2023
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
07/27/2023

PALMER
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE
In accordance with

the provisions of Chapter
40A, Section 5 M.G.L. the
Palmer Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing
on Monday, August 7th,
2023 at 7:15 p.m. in the
Town Hall Administrative
Building to consider amend-
ing the Town of Palmer
Zoning Ordinance, specif-
ically section 171-124 —
Marijuana Establishments
and Registered Marijuana
Dispensaries, to increase the
limit of retail establishments
from 3 to 4 and to include
text that identifies what is
needed to qualify as a retail
establishment.

A copy of the amended
language may be inspected
on the Planning Department
website at www.townof-
palmer.com/planning or at
the Planning Department
office at the Town Hall
Monday through Thursday
8:30am — 4:30pm.

Anyone interested in
more information or wish-
ing to be heard on the
application can contact the
Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the
time and place designated
above.

This notice shall also be
posted on the Massachusetts
Newspaper Publishers
Association’s (MNPA) web-
site (http://masspublicnotic-
€s.0rg).

Michael Marciniec,

Chairman
07/20, 07/27/2023

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN ON THE
APPLICATION OF
PIECE BY PIECE
MOVERS, LLC OF
140 BETHANY RD.,
MONSON,
MASSACHUSETTS,
FILED BY ITS OWNER,
EDWARD MEZER,
TOBE A
PUBLIC WAREHOUSE

Send Us
Autumn Event
Information

Turley Publications will

print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our
Autumn Fest Supplement
which will be published

WITHIN AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF HAMPDEN,
TOWN OF MONSON
FOR THE PURPOSE
OF CONDUCTING A
GENERAL WAREHOUSE
BUSINESS AS PROVIDED
IN CHAPTER 105 OF
THE MASSACHUSETTS
GENERAL LAWS

07/27, 08/03/2023

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD23P1550EA
Estate of:
Paul David Santucci
Also known as:
Paul D Santucci,
Paul Santucci
Date of Death: 02/02/2023
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal
Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal
Representative has been
filed by Cheryl M Santucci
of Brimfield, MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: Cheryl M Santucci of
Brimfield, MA be appointed
as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve on
the bond in unsupervised
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to
obtain a copy of the Petition
from the Petitioner or at
the Court. You have a right
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written
appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
08/18/2023.

This is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline by
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of
the return day, action may
be taken without further
notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the
MUPC in an unsuper-

Your

September 13, 2023.

Total circulation of 85,000
reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

Deadline
for Calendar
submissions is
‘August 16.

vised administration is not
required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested
in the estate are entitled to
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the
Personal Representative
and may petition the Court
in any matter relating to
the estate, including the
distribution of assets and
expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: July 21, 2023
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
07/27/2023

TOWN OF PALMER
LICENSING
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING
LIQUOR LICENSE

Notice is hereby given
to all parties interested that
the Licensing Commission
will hold a public hearing
in the Meeting Room of the
Palmer Town Building 4417
Main Street, Palmer, MA on
Monday, July 31, 2023, at
5:30 P. M. on the Issuance
of a Farmer Series Pour
Permit to Seven Railroads
Brewing Company LLC
located at 1235 Park Street
Palmer, MA.

Licensing Commission,

Town of Palmer
07/20, 7/27/2023

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF
THE TRIAL COURT
Docket 19 SM 005880
ORDER OF NOTICE

To: Heirs, Devisees and
Legal Representatives
of the Estate of Thomas
K. Tighe, A/k/A
Thomas Kevin Tighe;
Kathleen Marie Tighe,

and to all persons enti-
tled to the benefit of the
Servicemembers Civil
Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50
§3901 (et seq):

U.S. Bank National
Association, as Trustee,
for Residential Asset
Securities Corporation,
Home Equity Mortgage
Asset-Backed Pass-
Through Certificates,
Series 2006-EMX4

claiming to have an inter-
est in a Mortgage covering
real property in Monson,
numbered 84 Bethany Road,
given by Thomas K. Tighe
to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Mortgage
Lenders Network USA,
Inc., its successors and
assigns, dated September
23, 2005, and recorded in
Hampden County Registry
of Deeds in Book 15373,
Page 409, as affected by a
Loan Modification dated
July 10, 2017, and recorded
in Said Registry of Deeds
in Book 21772, Page 247,
and now held by plaintiff
by assignment, has/have
filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of
Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or
recently have been, in
the active military ser-
vice of the United States
of America, then you may
be entitled to the bene-
fits of the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act. If you
object to a foreclosure of
the above-mentioned prop-
erty on that basis, then
you or your attorney must
file a written appearance
and answer in this court at
Three Pemberton Square,
Boston, MA 02108 on or
before August 28, 2023, or
you may lose the opportuni-
ty to challenge the foreclo-
sure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H.
PIPER, Chief Justice of this

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF

THE TRIAL COURT

DOCKET NO.

23 SM 002871
ORDER OF NOTICE
TO:

Dennis E. Wentworth,
Jr.

and to all persons enti-
tled to the benefit of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act, 50 U.S.C. C. 50 §3901
(et seq):

U.S. Bank Trust
National Association, not in
its individual capacity but
solely as owner trustee for
RCF 2 Acquisition Trust

claiming to have an inter-
est in a Mortgage covering
real property in Holland,
numbered 37 Wales
Road, given by Dennis E.
Wentworth, Jr. to Bank
of America, N.A., dated
February 26, 2010, and
recorded in Hampden
County Registry of Deeds
in Book 18203, Page 169,
and now held by the Plaintiff
by assignment, has/have
filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of
Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recent-
ly have been, in the active
military service of the United
States of America, then you
may be entitled to the bene-
fits of the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act. If you
object to a foreclosure of
the above-mentioned prop-
erty on that basis, then you
or your attorney must file
a written appearance and
answer in this court at Three
Pemberton Square, Boston,
MA 02108 on or before
09/04/2023 or you may lose
the opportunity to challenge
the foreclosure on the ground
of noncompliance with the
Act..

Witness, GORDON H.
PIPER Chief Justice of this

Individually and as CourtonJuly 17,2023. Court on 7/21/2023.
Personal Representative Attest: Attest:
of the Estate of Thomas Deborah J. Patterson Deborah J. Patterson,
K. Tighe, a/k/a Thomas Recorder Recorder
Kevin Tighe; Joseph Kevin 19-007818  07/27/2023
Tighe; Thomas Aloysious 07/27/2023
Tighe

NEesco SaLeEs™e-

RS #1688

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

and after repairs

¢ All vehicles are sanitized before

Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines

We Handle ALL Insurance Claims e
91 State St.,Bondsville, MA 283-6403 www.nescoautobody.com

¢ Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available
¢ Collision Specialists

=

Event Name

Community
Autumn Events

Event Should Be Non-Profit
& Open to the Public

Date/Time

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
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MMWEC Awards

Scholarships

to Ludlow High School Students

LUDLOW—The Massachusetts
Municipal Wholesale Electric Company
has selected three students from the Lud-
low High School class of 2023 to receive
scholarships.

The scholarships are awarded to
deserving graduates pursuing a college
education in engineering, environmental
sciences, business, finance, accounting,
or a related field. Since 1998, MMWEC
has awarded $62,000 in scholarships to
help students defray the cost of higher
education.

This year’s scholarship recipients
are Anthony Costa, Michael Costa, and
Nina Palmer.

Anthony Costa plans to attend Uni-
versity of Massachusetts-Amherst and
major in engineering. In high school, he
participated in Leading Lions, the Portu-
guese Club, and the Stock Market Club.
He was a member of the National Honor
Society and received the John and Abi-
gail Adams Scholarship.

Palmer will attend the University of
Massachusetts-Lowell and study envi-
ronmental engineering. While at Ludlow
High School, she participated in Leading
Lions, was captain of the cheer-leading
squad, and served as a teacher’s assistant
in the science department. She was also
a member of the

National Honor Society, a schol-
ar athlete, and the recipient of the John
and Abigail Adams Scholarship and the

Clarkson Book Award.

Michael Costa plans to attend the
UMass Amherst Isenberg School of
Management and study finance/account-
ing. At Ludlow High School, he was a
member of the Stock Market and Portu-
guese clubs. He was also a member of
the National Honor Society and the re-
cipient of the John and Abigail Adams

Scholarship.

“MMWEC’s 2023 scholarship re-
cipients embody leadership both in-
side and outside of the classroom,” said
MMWEC Chief Executive Officer Ron
DeCurzio. “We look forward to their
continued success through their colle-

giate journeys.”

MMWEC is a not-for-profit, pub-
lic corporation that provides a variety
of electric power supply, financial, risk
management and other services to the
commonwealth’s consumer-owned mu-
nicipal utilities. MMWEC is the operator
and principal owner of the Stony Brook
power plant on Moody Street and has
been a corporate resident of Ludlow for

over 40 years.

Bipartisan push to end
violence against children

WASHINGTON— Rep.
Jim McGovern (D-MA), Rank-
ing Member of the House Rules
Committee, alongside Rep. Ma-
ria Salazar (R-FL) and Rep. Bri-
an Fitzpatrick (R-PA) introduced
a major new bill to update and
strengthen existing U.S. Govern-
ment efforts to end global vio-
lence against children, improve
inter-agency coordination in ad-
dressing violence and promote the
use of evidence-based strategies
and information gathering capa-
bilities.

Globally, half of all children
experience violence. Violence
includes abuse, neglect, and ex-
ploitation and can be physical,
sexual, psychological, or emo-
tional in nature. Violence can hap-
pen anywhere-in communities,
schools, homes, workplaces, and
in humanitarian settings. Sexual
exploitation and abuse take many
forms and include human traffick-
ing, early and forced child mar-
riage, homicide, online exploita-
tion, and gender-based violence.

“America has played a lead-
ing role in developing strategies
to reduce and end child violence,
and our new bipartisan bill builds
on that legacy to help put an end
to violence against children once
and for all,” said McGovern.

“We must do more to pro-
tect vulnerable children from be-
ing exploited by evil individuals
across the world,” said Salazar. “I
am proud to co-lead the Strength-
ening Efforts to End Violence
Against Children Act to help in-

nocent children who are at risk of
sexual exploitation, human traf-
ficking, forced child marriages,
online abuse, and gender-based
violence.”

“It is our duty to protect
children from exploitation and
violence,” said Fitzpatrick. “I
am grateful to partner with my
colleagues on the bipartisan
Strengthening Efforts to End Vi-
olence Against Children Act to
ensure that appropriate resources
are directed to protect vulnerable
children at risk of violence around
the world.”

Specifically, the Strength-
ening Efforts To End Violence
Against Children Act will:

Align current interventions
for vulnerable children with US-
AID’s Advancing Protection and
Care for Children in Adversity
Strategy and evidence-based in-
terventions such as the INSPIRE
strategies and Violence Against
Children Surveys.

Elevate the USAID Special
Advisor for Assistance to Or-
phans and Vulnerable Children
and require the Special Advisor
to advise USAID offices, bureaus,
and field missions and other U.S.
government agencies to address
violence against children through
the current whole-of-government
strategy. Update USAID reporting
requirements to identify how U.S.
agencies are utilizing the INSPIRE
strategies and findings from Vio-
lence Against Children and Youth
Surveys, including in response to
the effects of COVID-19.

Greater Springfield
YMCA has programs

for all ages

SPRINGFIELD—The
YMCA of Greater Spring-
field is a leader when it comes
to serving the human needs in
greater Springfield by provid-
ing programs that promote
life-long personal growth
and balanced development of
spirit, mind and body.

The Y provides -care
through nationally accredited
Early Learning Centers locat-
ed in Springfield (15m-5y)
and Wilbraham (4w-5y).

The Y before and after
school programs for children
K-6 grade are offered at mul-
tiple locations throughout
Springfield, Chicopee, and
Hampden/Wilbraham.  The
School Age programs’ goal
is to nurture young people
by providing a safe place to
learn foundational skills, de-
velop healthy, trusting rela-
tionships, and build self-con-
fidence.

The Y-AIM program is a
social intervention program
designed to provide positive
adult mentors, strong peer
relationships, and academic
support, in and out of school,
to middle and high school
students in Springfield.

In addition, the Y oper-
ates four summer camp and
program sites: Camp Weber
in West Springfield, Stony
Brook Acres in Wilbraham,
and Fun City Summer Pro-
gram in Springfield, all for
ages 6 through 15. Small Fry
Summer Program in Spring-
field is for ages 5 entering
Kindergarten.

At two of the health and
wellness centers located in
Springfield and Wilbraham,
members have access to;
cardio and strength training
equipment, group exercise
classes, personal training,
wellness programming, steam
and sauna, *pools, *gymnasi-
um and *childcare while par-
ents work out (*Wilbraham
location). The Scantic Valley
Y location offers preschool
sports and swim lessons for
all ages.

The Y believes in mak-
ing their programs and ser-
vices affordable for all. The
Y will not turn anyone away
based on an inability to pay
full fees. Financial assistance
is made possible through the
generous contributions of
YMCA donors.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

Over a cord
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns,
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire department,
masonic,license plates,beer-cans,
barware, books, oil cans, advertising
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

FIELDSTONE WALLS WANT-
ED to buy. Looking to purchase
large quantities of old stone walls.
Please call R.E. Barnes Fieldstone
(978)807-0746

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING.
Established 1976. New re-roofs and
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs.
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience.
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-
TION 35 yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST Decks, Porches, Doors,
Windows, Repairs, Cement repairs,
asphalt repairs, stone and BBB ap-
proved Vinyl Fence Tim (413)563-2229

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

2***xxxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

TREE WORK

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560

BUY
LOCALLY

Suppont our col |

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING
Grinding stumps of all sizes, insured
& certified. Senior discounts. Call Dave
413-478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran
Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

THE TOWN OF OAKHAM IS
SEEKING AN EXPERIENCED
PART-TIME MUNICIPAL TREA-
SURER / COLLECTOR. For a full
job description please visit www.
oakham-ma.gov/treasurercol-
lector

DRIVERS

FULL TIME POSITION. OIL DE-
LIVERY DRIVER - Class B CDL
with HAZMAT endorsement required.
Full Time position with benefits and
vacation. Local routes. Minimal to no
highway driving. Call Sherman Oil
to inquire. 508-867-7447 or email
shermanoil@aol.com.

FOR RENT

DUPLEX APT. 2 br,, 2 ba., full base-
ment, washer/dryer hookups. No pets.
Town St., Ware. 413-283-9575

GREEN STREET, PALMER New-
ly renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch,
off-street parking, coin-op laundry,
$1,100/ mo includes heat. No Pets.
Call Tom 413-896-1555

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY
ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation,
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to
make any such preference, limitation,
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

=

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

or call: 413-283-8393

DEADLINES:

10 1

12

13

14 15

16

17

18 19

20

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
21 $26.50

22 Pesiron| 23

Base Price | 24
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Village Hills

Circulation:

Quabbin ——

,
SWRBHIDEE

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON

HUBBARDSTON

) o
NEW BRAINTREE.

BRMFEELD

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

Base Price
25 $28.50

MASONRY

2 Base Price | 27
6 $29.00

Base Price | 28 Base Price
$29.50 $30.00

Base Price
29 $30.50

STOP WET

Base Pri
30 “orse| 31

Base Price | 32 Base Price
$31.50 $32.00

BASEMENTS 33

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

Base Price
$32.50

=z B

Base Price | 36 Base Price
$33.50 $34.00

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing

Base Price
37 $34.50

Base Price
38 $35.00 39

Base Price Base Price
$35.50 40 $36.00

systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat-

ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call Name:

Phone:

(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

Address:

PAINTING

Town:

State: Zip:

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte- Number of Weeks:

rior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

Credit Card:
Card #:

a1 MasterCard

d VISA 1 Discover

KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex-

cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. Amount of charge:

Exp. Date

X per week rate = $

a Cash

1 Check#
Cvv

Date:

Specializing in all aspects of quality
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve
(413)477-8217

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or
the Suburban Residential ZONE
for $26.00 for 20 words plus
50¢ for each additional word.
Add $10 for a second Zone

or add $15 to run in

ALL THREE ZONES.

First ZONE base price
Add a second ZONE
Add a third ZONE
Subtotal

x Number of Weeks
TOTAL Enclosed

Suburban

WEST
SPRINGFIELD

Includes
itional words

*10.00

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):
$5.00

Quabbin

UV

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!
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Westview Farms hosts Christmas in July

By Mya Walker
Intern Correspondent

MONSON - Westview Farms Creamery of Mon-
son held a “Christmas in July” Craft Fair, featuring over
85 vendors, July 22.

Vendors from near and far were in attendance, sell-
ing items such as herbal teas, wood sculptures, pet ac-
cessories, and more.

The day was perfect for the festive outing, as the
weather was nice - perfect for a Westview vanilla cone.

Some crafters came from as far away as New
Hampshire, like new vendor Nicole, selling products
from her new business, For the Love of Hair.

One of the more local vendors, Valerie of West
Springfield said “The event was advertised very well,
and the view was amazing too.”

K-9 demonstrations were sponsored by Palmer
based business, Paws 4 Blue K-9 who raise money for
K-9 Officers in need.

Valerie said “the K-9 demonstration is really what
drew us here today”.

An Interskate 91 booth was also set up, with K-9
Chase from the popular Disney Cartoon Paw Patrol
as their mascot, adding a bit of excitement during the
demonstration for the children.

Locals were amazed at how well the event turned
out and the assortment of things they could do, as West-
view Farms also has a goat pasture, playground, and

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Mother daughter duo Erin Kraus and Brenda Foisy-Pelissier of Honey Bear Tea smile

behind rows of tea.

outside sitting tables.

Not only did the attendees enjoy
their time at the event, but the vendors
did as well.

Jamy of Monson, owner of Town

Farm Crafts said she “enjoyed meeting
new people.”

“I love making connections with
other vendors and talking about what we
sell!,” said Jamy.

Attendees walk through a field full of local crafters and visiting vendors.

Turley Photos by Mya Walker

Turley Photos by Mya Walker

While some attendees spent their time looking in booths, others enjoyed live music

and ice cream.

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon
Three generations: Mya Walker, Jamy Gagnon and
Claudia Shields share a three generation family photo
while participating in the Craft Fair.

Turley Photos by Mya Walker
Shoppers look through a variety of animal apparel, at
the Town Farm Craft tent.

Shown are doggie bow-ties crafted by artisan Jamy
Gagnon.

Dog collars were on display at the Town Farm Craft
tent.
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Stay connected to all the people,
places and events that make
our community a great place

to call home. From dining and
entertainment to sports, shopping
and neighborhood news, we cover
every local angle to keep you in the
know and on the go.
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Business Owners,
Reach households throughout
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield,
Holland & Wales when you
advertise with us!

Call DAN FLYNN 413.297-5886
today to get started.

New*Stibscribers!

Get Home Delivery for
Less Than 68¢ a Week!
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OBS. REAL ESTATE. BUY. SELL

www.turley.com/subscriptions

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWS!

The Journal Register

www.journalregister.turley.com e 413.283.8393

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT WWW.TURLEY.COM

_YES, start my subscription to The Journal Register today!

Choose your subscription type and term: ::Ir:::ry Address
__1year$35.00 __ 2 years $50.00 Delivery Address:

City: State: Zip:
Out-of-State __ 1 year $40.00 __ 2 years $60.00 Phone —

__Check Enclosed __ Credit Card

Mail this completed form with
payment or bill me later preference to:

The Journal Register
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Billing/Mailing Address (if different from delivery address):
Name:

Delivery Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

Credit Card:

Exp. Cvv:
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By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer
dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER/ MONSON - Paws 4
Blue K-9 held the company’s first annual
fundraiser at Westview Farms Creamery,
July 22.

The event featured live K-9 demon-
strations, an appearance from Paw Patrol
K-9 Chase, a lottery raffle basket and
Paws 4 Blue K-9 merchandise for sale.

Police Officers from near and far
came to support the fundraising initia-
tives, with a percentage of Paws 4 Blue
K-9 merchandise proceeds donated to
the Buddy Foundation and 100% of do-
nations made to the Buddy Foundation.

“It’s amazing to see all of the K-9
handlers come out and support the
cause,” said Officer Sean Ford.

The Buddy Foundation provides
grant funds to K-9 handlers from non

Ware Police Sergeant Diana Gliniecki and retired K-9
Officer Sampson showed up to the Paws 4 Blue K-9
first annual fundraiser

budgeted agencies and retired K-9 with-
out benefits.

Volunteer Shannon Brynes of Brim-
field said “these dogs do a really difficult
job...they protect their handlers and us.”

She added “they put their lives on
the line so our brothers, husbands etc.
can come home... they don’t care about
the consequences, they just do it.”

According to Ford, K-9s tend to
“draw more attention and people pick up
on it right away,” making them a “force
multiplier.”

“People may not respect a person,
but they will respect a dog,” said Ford.

Ware Police Sergeant Diana Gliniec-
ki said dogs are also “great for communi-
ty policing” as “these dogs bridge a gap
between the department and the commu-
nity.”

“They are great for school aged stu-
dents... sometimes a child’s first interac-
tion with an officer is with these dogs,”

said Gliniecki.

She added the Ware Police Depart-
ment used to attend community reading
day with now retired K-9 Officer Samp-
son, which made that introduction “a
memorable one” for the students.

While retired K-9s were simply
“enjoying retirement,” sports dogs per-
formed a live K-9 demonstration for
spectators.

Brynes said her dogs Shiva and
Grimlock performed a “defensive han-
dler” demo.

A “bad guy decoy,” acted by Am-
herst Patrol Officer Matthew Frydryk,
followed closely behind a handler to
which the dog responds defensively.

Video footage of the

Paws 4 Blue K-9 held first annual fundraiser

dog, its reaction intensifies.

Once a whistle is blown, the dog re-
lents.

Founder Janice Garabedian recog-
nized the generosity of Westview and
thanked them “for hosting the event and
for giving all the K-9s a homemade dog
sundae after they finished the demos.”

She also thanked her team, Mary
O’Halloran, Donna LeFleur, Stefhanie
Harris and Judy Coates for supporting
her mission, as well as the support of all
the handlers.

“They are a great group of people
and without them, the day wouldn’t have
been possible,” said Garabedian.

demonstration shows Shi-
va nipping at the decoy as
he advances towards the
handlers. When the decoy
retaliates or instigates the

LET’S GO OUT!

Your Local Favorite Restaurants

Monson locals Brooklynn and Mckenna Fontaine pose

Bar & Grille

EST. 2016

LIVE MUSIC?

Every Thursday,
Friday & Saturday!

Thursday 7/27: Rick

LOBSTER CLAM BAKE

1S BACK!
Every Wednesday Night
(includes Lobster, Steamers
& Corn on the Cob)
AND

SUMMER STEAMERS

Every Thursday Night
Both Specials Available
While Supplies Last

SUNDAY BRUNCH
Sundays 11:30-2:30
(Plus Our Regular Menu Until 8pm)

(from the Storytellers)
Friday 7/28: Eagle Eyes
Saturday 7/29: Frank Serafino

NOW SERVING LUNCH
THURSDAY - Sunday
at11:30

$15 PRIME RIB
NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY

Dine In Only e While Supplies Last

Featuring Our Build Your Own
Bloody Mary & Mimosa Bar!

$17 STEAK N’ BREW
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT!

Dine in Only e While supplies last
2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20), Wilbraham, MA

413.279.2020

route20barandgrille.com

SERVING: TUESDAY-THURSDAY 4-9PM
FRIDAY-SATURDAY11:30AM-9:30PM ¢ SUNDAY 11:30AM-8PM
WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT

RUIICSTEOTI

for a photo with Paw Patrol K-9 Chase.

\\ N

Great Food Indoor & Outdoor
Live Music Dining
on Saturdays The Perfect

Night Out!

Ware’s retired K-9 Officer Sampson came out to sup-
port the Paws 4 Blue K-9 cause.

Open: Mon. - Thurs. 11am-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm « Sun. 12-8pm
2133 Boston Road, Wilbraham « 413.271.1208

K-9 Officer Marvin sitting before the Amherst Police

Cruiser.

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

ENJOY OUTDOOR DINING ON OUR PATIO!
(Weather Permitting) A

MuUSIC!

Every Frida
& Sa},turdayy

Sports dogs Shiva and Grimlock pose for a photo after

performing demo’s throughout the event.

BOOK YOUR NEXT FUNCTION WITH US!

Showers, Christenings, First Communions,
Rehearsal Dinners, Weddings, etc.
For More Information
Contact Lori Atkinson at 413-566-8324
or by email at lacucinagreenhouse@gmail.com

See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu

lacucinahampden.com

FAVOTIICS!

Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm
LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS BAR OPEN LATE!

Shown are volunteers Judy Goates, Mary 0’Halloran,
founder Janice Garabedian and volunteers Donna and
Gaston LaFluer.



