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THREE RIVERS

Chamber hosts 
second event

By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer

kflanders@turley.com

PALMER – 
Last week, the 
Three Rivers 
Chamber of Com-

merce held its sec-
ond installment of 

Food Trucks, Farmers, 
and Artisans Markets.

Despite the threat of 
rain, the Aug. 14 event 
drew a big crowd to 
Hryniewicz Park. Doz-
ens of vendors were in 
attendance, and the event 
also featured live music, 
family activities and ap-

pearances from community 
groups.

Earlier this summer, on 
July 10, the first program of 
the two-part series was held. 

“It’s a great event. All 
of the money we take in for 
crafting fees goes right back 
out into the community,” said 
Vicki Baldyga, the treasurer 
for Three Rivers Chamber of 
Commerce.

The event also included 
a school bus provided by J.P. 
McCarthy Bus Company for 
the collection of school sup-
plies. 

In recent weeks, several 
local stores have set up col-
lections boxes. All donated 
supplies will benefit K-12 
students at Palmer Public 
Schools.

“We love to see the 
community pull together to 
help the kids have a success-

By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer

kflanders@turley.com

MONSON – After Alan 
Morin finished one of his 
early acrylic paintings in 
2023, he assumed it was 

meant only for disposal 
following the development 
of cracks during the drying 
process.

Three years later, 
“Earthquake in Death Val-
ley”  will be displayed – 
cracks and all – along with 

another of Morin’s paint-
ings at the world-renowned 
Louvre Museum in Paris, 
France.

“I thought it was ruined 
by the cracks,” Morin, a re-

Board 
honors 
Grieve 
Park re-dedicated

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – Last week, 
the Select Board voted to 
honor Dave Grieve for his 
service to the town to coin-
cide with the upcoming park 
rededication.

On Aug. 21, at 6 p.m., 
the town will rededicate Dave 
Grieve Park in honor of its 
namesake. The event is being 
organized by Dottie Jenkins, 
who has been in contact with 
Grieve’s family and the Select 
Board.

“The Select Board is hon-
oring Dave W. Grieve on his 
outstanding achievements,” 
read Select Board Clerk R. 
Keith Valley, who went on to 
describe Grieve’s work as a 
teacher, administrator, coach, 
mentor and friend.

“His teaching career be-
gan at Monson High School, 
where he also coached bas-
ketball and served as Direc-
tor of Recreation for many 
years,” Valley said. “Dave 
served in the U.S. Navy from 
1944 to 1946.”

Valley also mentioned 
Grieve’s academic career in 
Springfield College and the 
University of Connecticut, 

MONSON MONSON

From Monson to the Louvre

Submitted Photos

Monson artist Alan Morin 
showcases his work digitally at 
an event in June. “Taking It All 
In” will also be displayed at the 
Louvre Museum.

Turley Photo by Kevin Flanders

Market guest Brandon, of North Brookfield, is all smiles with 
Maggie the Clown.
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By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – At last 
week’s Select Board meeting, 
the town received three re-
quests for Gifts to the Town, 
from the Police Department, 
the Council on Aging and the 
Arts Council.

During the Aug. 11 
meeting, Town Administrator 
Jennifer Wolowicz informed 
the Select Board that the bal-
ance of the gifts account was 
approximately $43,000.

Police/Fire barbecue
The first Gifts to the 

Town request was for $4,000 
to fund Public Safety Night 
Out. Police Chief Nicholas 
Gasperini made the request 
for this year’s Police versus 
Fire Barbecue competition.

“For anybody that 
doesn’t know, the loser has 
to come and ask for the Gifts 
to the Town,” Gasperini said. 
“The police department has 
lost for the last four years.”

The barbecue is sched-
uled for Saturday, Oct. 17. 
The time is set for 3-6 p.m., 

but Gasperini said that it will 
run from 3-7 p.m. if the po-
lice department wins, “be-
cause we’re going to do a 
victory lap around town with 
the trophy.”

“It’s a great event,” 
Gasprini said. 

Gasperini estimated that 
between the two departments, 
they serve approximately 300 
meals annually. He said that 
the Gifts to the Town request 
would pay for bounce houses 
and the food.

“It’s a really nice event, 
and it doesn’t cost the people 
anything,” said Select Board 
Chair Pat Oney.

The board voted unan-
imously to approve the re-
quest.

Gasperini said the two 
departments will also host 
a Late Breakfast on Sept. 14 
at the Senior Center. He also 
recommended the memory 
care events that the depart-
ments arrange with the li-
brary and senior center on 
the first Monday of every 
month.

Select Board 
approves gifts to 
town departments

MONSON

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Last week, 
Town Council discussed the 
reorganization of the town’s 
Code of Ordinances.

At the Town Council 
meeting on Aug. 10, the town 
held a public hearing for a 
zoning amendment ordinance.

“This is an ordinance 
amending the Code of Or-
dinances of the town,” read 
Council President Barbara 

Barry. “The purpose of this 
amendment is to include pre-
viously undefined and new 
uses within the definition 
section of the ordinance, and 
to amend and reconfigure six 
articles of chapter 171, article 
7-12, so as to compile all use 
regulations for the residential, 
commercial, industrial, and 
village center zoning districts 
into a single unified table.”

Barry went on to say that 
the amendment will clarify 
certain existing uses to ensure 
that the town’s land use con-

trols continue to meet their 
intended purpose. The amend-
ment will not alter any district 
boundaries or dimensional re-
quirements.

To further explain the 
amendments of the ordinance, 
Town Manager Brad Broth-
ers introduced the council to 
the interim Town Planner, 
Maxwell Ballou, who is tak-
ing over for Heidi Mannarino, 
who recently accepted a posi-
tion with a different town. Bal-
lou has been with the depart-
ment for over two years, and is 

working on a Master’s Degree 
in planning.

“I’m excited to have 
him,” Brothers said. “We felt, 
for the continuity of the de-
partment, and because he has 
a good background in what’s 
going on, to keep him on an 
interim basis.”

Ballou explained to the 
council about the depart-
ment’s work with the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission 
on the Code of Ordinances to 
combine the uses into a sin-
gle chart that would be easier 

to read for both residents and 
town employees.

“We’re not really chang-
ing all that much, it’s more 
so just making it more us-
er-friendly for us reading it as 
staff, and also residents com-
ing in,” Ballou said. “There 
were some uses that were 
called out, but were never de-
fined, and now we’re defining 
them as well.”

Councillor Karl Williams 
asked who this project would 
help and who it would hurt. 
Ballou said that he didn’t ex-

pect the changes to hurt any-
one, as the primary purpose is 
to make the Code of Ordinanc-
es clearer.

“It really is just reorganiz-
ing it into one chart, so it’s not 
in separate different spots in 
the ordinance; now it will all 
be in one place,” Ballou said.

Palmer Town Planner explains Code of Ordinances reorganization
PALMER
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A message from the Turleys
Dear Reader,

Every week a team of reporters, editors and people 
who assemble the paper work hard to bring readers in-
formation they need to know about their community. It’s 
hard work and we love it. 

Our goal is to provide a clear reflection of the com-
munity, and share stories about issues and events in your 
town as well as those about your neighbors, family and 
friends; in essence, a clear reflection of the community. 
We provide news that is difficult to find anywhere else.

Turley Publications has been doing so for over 60 
years now, and enjoys being an integral part of the com-
munity.

Every year we invite residents to join those who al-
ready subscribe to the The Journal Register, so they too 
can be informed and join their neighbors in keeping up-
to-date on so many aspects of the community. We do that 
by mailing an issue of The Journal Register to everyone 
in Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland and Wales, on us, 
so you can see for yourself what types of information we 
provide.

If you want to know when and why your taxes go 
up, who is running for election, what successes and chal-
lenges are in your school system, what others are doing to 
make your community a better place, and so much more, 
we hope you will consider subscribing.

We also value your opinions and ideas. Please let us 
know what’s important to you by picking up the phone 
and calling us. Let us know if we’re meeting your expec-
tations.

You can also call us to let us know about an import-
ant event in your family’s life. That’s why we’re here.

We love being a part of this community and maybe 
even, in a small way, a part of your family.

We hope to be arriving each week at your home hold-
ing up that mirror, The Journal Register.

Patrick Turley, CEO
Turley Publications, Inc.

***ECRWSS***

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

A day at the market

Local artist to display pieces at world-famous museum
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By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer

kflanders@turley.com

MONSON – Just a few 
short years ago, Amanda Roy 
never would have imagined 
becoming an established 
downtown business owner.

Now, three years after 
opening The Better Bean at 
186 Main St., she couldn’t 
picture being anywhere else.

“Everything just kind of 
aligned perfectly for this to 
happen,” said Roy, who grew 
up in Monson before moving 
to Plymouth and running a 
coffee shop for years.

Following a serious an-
kle injury, Roy returned to 
her hometown to recover. 
She opened The Better Bean 
during this transitional phase 
in 2023, originally planning 
to sell her business after she 
was fully healed. 

But then another unex-
pected turn saw her reconnect 
with old friend Bill Lemon, 
who she began dating while 
running the business.

Before long, her plans 
to sell the shop were re-
placed by visions of making 
The Better Bean a longtime 
storefront staple.

“It’s so fun to see who 
walks through the door each 
day. We often get people 
who I haven’t seen in years,” 
Roy said.

The business offers 
coffee, tea, specialty lattes, 
cappuccinos, hot chocolate, 
espresso shots, matcha and 
a variety of other beverages.

Additionally, breakfast 
sandwiches, bagels and muf-
fins are always popular se-
lections.

On the lunch menu, 
build-your-own sandwiches 
are convenient options for 
guests on the go. Choose 
your own bread, meat, 
cheese, vegetables and con-
diments.

“We love the relation-
ships we’ve built with our 
customers. Many of the 
people working here – we 
met them because they were 

customers,” said Roy, whose 
business is now fully staffed. 
“We all enjoy coming to 
work every day and building 
community rapport.”

Last year, just before 
the holiday season, Roy 
expanded her business by 
opening a boutique gift shop 
in an adjacent space. Aptly 
known as The Better Bean 
Boutique, the shop has fit 
perfectly with her breakfast 
and lunch operations, al-
lowing customers to browse 
creative items produced by 
local crafters while waiting 

for their orders. 
“I love being able to 

support local businesses. 
Monson didn’t have another 
gift shop, so this was the per-
fect opportunity,” Roy said.

In total, Roy’s boutique 
has supported approximately 
100 area creators focusing 
on a range of specialties.

“Our customers have 
been very excited about what 
they’ve found here. It’s a 
great offshoot,” she said.

In addition to the contin-
ued momentum her business 
has seen, Roy is also excited 

about several recent down-
town enhancement projects 
that bring new customers 
to Monson. These include a 
major grant-funded improve-
ment project at Dave Grieve 
Memorial Park and Gazebo, 
located across the street from 
The Better Bean.

Customers can now en-
joy their meals and drinks 
while relaxing in a fully 
ADA-accessible park.

“I’ve heard nothing but 
excitement from our custom-
ers. They’re thrilled to have 
a beautiful place to sit, en-

joy their coffee, and eat their 
breakfast or lunch while tak-
ing in the space,” Roy said of 
the project. “We are incred-
ibly fortunate to have such 
proactive town employees 
who identified the opportu-
nity, secured the grant and 
saw the project through from 
start to finish.”

Away from work, Roy 
enjoys photography and 
spending time with family 
and friends.

To learn more about the 
business, check out www.
betterbeancafe.com.

PALMER – Skyline 
Electrical Systems, a new 
business that specializes in 
building automation controls, 
HVAC electrical service, 
security and life safety sys-
tem installations and service 
throughout Massachusetts 
and Connecticut, in conjunc-
tion with the Quaboag Hills 
Chamber of Commerce has 
announced the grand opening 
of Skyline’s office location at 
1420 Main St.

A special ribbon cutting 
event with area business and 
civic leaders will be held on 
Thursday, Aug. 27 at 4 p.m.

Skyline Electrical Sys-
tems co-founders, Dan 
Gomes and Jim Parenteau, 
have over 50 years of com-
bined experience in both the 
electrical and building auto-
mation industry.  

Both Parenteau and 
Gomes graduated from re-
gional vocational high 
schools for electrical wiring 
in 1998. 

Gomes pursued de-
grees at Springfield Tech-
nical Community College 
and American International 
College in energy systems 
technology and business with 
his career in the building au-
tomation industry spanning 
more than 25 years.  While 
Parenteau acquired electri-
cal licenses throughout New 
England and has led many 
complex projects within the 
industry over his 25 plus-
year career.

“We are excited to bring 
our cutting-edge automa-
tion systems to the area for 
smarter, and more efficient 
buildings and operations,” 

stated Gomes and Parenteau 
in a joint statement.  “No job 
or project is too complex or 
modest, and we look forward 

to meeting and working with 
local businesses, as well 
as homeowners to perform 
electrical work in both the 

commercial and residential 
markets.”

“The Quaboag Hills 
Chamber is thrilled to wel-
come Skyline Electrical 
Systems to the region,” said 
James Przypek, Chief Exec-
utive Officer of the Chamber.  
“We are especially apprecia-
tive to co-owners Dan Gomes 
and Jim Parenteau for bring-
ing their expertise, vision and 
dedication to the Quaboag 
Hills communities, and for 
selecting Palmer to be their 
home base of operations.”

The ribbon cutting event 
will feature presentations 
from local and elected of-
ficials, plus Quaboag Hills 
Chamber representatives.

Skyline Electrical Sys-
tems can be found online 
at skylineelectricalsystems.
com, and contacted via email 

at info@skylineelectrical-
systems.com, or by phone at 
413-316-4466.

About QHMA
Established in 1978 and 

headquartered in Palmer, the 
Quaboag Hills Chamber of 
Commerce’s purpose is to 
advance economic growth, 
interests and tourism for its  
members through policies, 
programs and development 
in the Quaboag Hills re-
gion, including the 15 towns 
of Belchertown, Brimfield, 
Brookfield, East Brookfield, 
Hardwick, Holland, Monson, 
New Braintree, North Brook-
field, Palmer, Spencer, Wales, 
Ware, Warren and West 
Brookfield.

For more information, 
visit www.qhma.org, or fol-
low the chamber on Face-
book, Instagram or LinkedIn.

Skyline Electrical Systems celebrates grand opening in Palmer

Amanda Roy, right, took a photo with her mom, Debbie Roy, who 
works at the shop as a volunteer.

Amanda Roy, right, is shown with her longest-tenured employee, 
Trish Kustra.

Turley Photos by Kevin Flanders

Owner Amanda Roy 
showcased The Better Bean 
Boutique.

A unique array of offerings.

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Serving up a ‘better’ blend

Submitted Photo

Skyline Electrical Systems co-founders, Dan Gomes (left) and 
Jim Parenteau (right) are shown inside their new Palmer office.

Business

A strong lineup of tasty treats.
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By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – At this 
week’s Planning Board 
meeting, the board went over 
the requirements for an ac-
cessory dwelling unit as part 
of a hearing for a site plan 
approval.

On Aug. 18, the Planning 
Board held a public hear-
ing on Randy Dimitropolis’s 
application for a site plan 
approval for an ADU in the 
existing basement of property 
on Wales Road.

“I’d like to build a 
467-square foot basement 
ADU, possibly for my elderly 
mother; if not, it will be for 
rental, if she doesn’t take it,” 

Dimitropolis said. “I’m going 
to add a full kitchen and a full 
bathroom. It’s already a walk-
out basement. I would add a 
basement egress window.”

Dimitropolis submitted 
paperwork, and described 
the planned egress window’s 
dimensions as being 48 by 
32 inches, which he said was 
“well over the 540 square-
inch ruling.”

“The house itself is 2,388 
square feet, so I’m well below 
that, too,” Dimitropolis said. 
“There’s separate parking 
there as well.”

Planning Board Chair 
Kevin Haley thanked Dimi-
tropolis for the information 
he provided, and stated that 
ADUs are allowed by right 
in residential and recreational 

vehicles zoning. His primary 
suggestion was that the prop-
erty have an adequate septic 
system.

“We’re currently con-
tracting with Excavation 
Plus,” Dimitropolis said. “I 
have a 1,500 gallon holding 
tank right now, but my leach 
field is only sized for three 
bedrooms, which is what I 
have. They’re going to add 
additional lines in the D-Box 
for a fourth bedroom.”

The Fire Department had 
no comment on the appli-
cation. Without a design or 
direction from the Board of 
Health about the new system, 
Haley asked Building Com-
missioner Justin Larivee how 
to handle this case.

“In the past, typically, 

those septic designs would 
have been provided to the 
board should they have been 
already reviewed by the 
Board of Health,” Larivee 
said. “For the past three per-
mits, the Planning Board has 
typically followed what the 
Board of Health might have 
provided as guidelines.”

Larivee recommended 
the board discuss whether 
the design meets the general 
nature and intend of the ADU 
bylaw. Larivee said that Dim-
itropolis will still need to get 
a permit from the Board of 
Health, but that the Planning 
Board can include language 
that other permits need to be 
satisfied prior to usage of the 
unit.

“Those types of permits 

can happen after the fact,” 
Larivee said, adding that it’s 
a matter of following up with 
the Board of Health and un-
derstanding that the septic 
permit has been reviewed.

Board Member Craig 
Sweitzer noted a requirement 
for contents for a site plan 
review, reading that “a reg-
istered architect, landscape 
architect, or professional en-
gineer shall prepare all site 
plans, unless the requirement 
is waived by the Planning 
Board.”

Sweitzer asked Dimi-
tropolis if he was seeking a 
waiver, and Dimitropolis said 
he would pursue it if neces-
sary. Haley asked that Dimi-
tropolis submit a request for 
the waiver in writing, and 

then the board would vote on 
it.

“It’s pretty simple what 
you want to do,” Sweitzer 
said. “The building is exist-
ing, and I think the board 
would certainly take that un-
der consideration. And we 
would probably consider a 
waiver, but we don’t have all 
the information to make a de-
cision on.”

Because the application 
was submitted without a site 
plan, a septic plan, or a park-
ing plan, the board voted to 
deny the waiver based on the 
documents submitted, and 
Dimitropolis was encouraged 
to request a continuance at the 
next Planning Board meeting, 
on Sept. 15 at 7 p.m. at Gran-
ite Valley Middle School.

Monson Planning Board goes over ADU permit

FAMILY OWNED 
AND OPERATED

While remaining on the cutting edge of 
an ever-changing insurance industry, 
our number one priority is in fulfilling the 
J. Stolar promise of  an “old fashioned” 
commitment to customer service!

Fax: 413-267-3496
Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

www.richardgreeninsurance.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd. 
Hampden, MA

566-0028

128 Main St.
Monson, MA

267-3495

Two Locations:

Please Visit Our Website For an 
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

• Great Locations • Registry Service
• Quotes Gladly Given • We Make Housecalls

Just A Little 
Craft Store

1368 Main St. #2, Palmer
(413) 478-1451

justalittlecraftstore@gmail.com
Thurs. & Fri. 10am-5pm •  Sat. & Sun. 10am-3pm
@justalittlecraftstore •      Just A Little Craft Store

Supporting 
small businesses

By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer

kflanders@turley.com

PALMER – Area small 
business leaders are teaming 
up with artisans and vendors 
to support shopping local.

Linea Lamothe, of An-
tique Junction in town, or-
ganized an  outdoor Vintage 
Pop-Up Market that will take 
place on Saturday, Aug. 22.

Set for 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at 
Antique Junction, 1294 South 
Main St., the event will fea-
ture dozens of vintage ven-
dors, artisans, makers and 
small businesses.

Their goal is to use the 
market to support and pro-
mote the entire Palmer busi-
ness community.

“As a small business 
ourselves, we know how im-
portant it is to support one 
another,” Lamothe said. “This 
event isn’t just about bringing 
people to one location – it’s 
about introducing visitors to 
everything Palmer has to of-
fer and encouraging them to 
explore our antique shops, 
restaurants and local busi-
nesses.” 

In addition to the market 
itself, Antique Junction’s sis-
ter company,  Bygone Excur-
sions, will bring guests on a 
vintage shopping trolley tour 
throughout the day.

The tour will stop at the 
market, as well as several lo-
cal antique shops. The owners 
of these neighboring stores 
are encouraged to display 
event flyers and hand out their 
business cards at the event.

“When we work togeth-
er and celebrate each other’s 

successes, we create a stron-
ger community for everyone,” 
Lamothe added. “Palmer has 
a unique story to tell. Our 
community has a rich rail-
road heritage and has also 
become an antique hub in 
western Massachusetts, with 
numerous antique shops, vin-
tage stores and locally owned 
small businesses. We want 
to showcase everything that 
makes Palmer a destination 
worth visiting.”

Community members 
have shown strong enthusi-
asm for the event, with more 
than  600 social media users 
already expressing interest. 

“We’re excited about 
the opportunity to showcase 
Palmer as a destination for 
antiques, shopping, dining, 
history and supporting lo-
cal entrepreneurs,” Lamothe 
said. “Our hope is that visitors 
spend the entire day discover-

ing Palmer, shopping locally, 
dining at our restaurants, and 
experiencing the charm of our 
historic railroad town.”

Residents and business 
owners alike are looking for-
ward to the event, which will 
also encourage tourism and 
celebrate local history.

Additionally, the Vin-
tage Pop-Up Market will 
take place on the same day 
as Palmer’s annual Lemon-
ade Day event. The combi-
nation of the two programs is 
expected to draw even more 
guests to town.

At Antique Junction, 
Lamothe and her team are 
looking forward to a special 
fusion of the events.

“We’ll have two young 
entrepreneurs participating by 
selling fresh, ice-cold lemon-
ade,” Lamothe said. “I think 
it’s a wonderful addition to 
the event and a great way to 

encourage and support the 
next generation of small busi-
ness owners.” 

Added Lamothe, “We’ll 
also have Cookies by Ray 
from Monson, serving their 
award-winning homemade 
cookies. And One Eye Wanda 
Coffee Company from Wil-
braham will be on site, serv-
ing fresh coffee and offering 
their locally roasted coffee for 
purchase.”

Lamothe’s sister, Scarlet 
Lamothe, will operate By-
gone Excursions on the day of 
the market. The antique trol-
ley tour will begin at the Vin-
tage Pop-Up Market at An-
tique Junction before taking 
guests on a guided journey to 
several local antique shops.

To learn more about the 
tour, or to secure tickets, visit 
the Bygone Excursions web-
site: www.bygoneexcursions.
com.

Outdoor pop-up market to be held SaturdayMonson 
lists early 
voting dates

MONSON – All ear-
ly voting for the State 
Primary will take place 
at the Town Office Build-
ing in the Public Meeting 
Room,110 Main St.

Early voting hours 
will be held on Saturday, 
Aug. 22, from 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. This is also the final 
day to register to vote and 
change your party affilia-
tion.

Additional early vot-
ing hours will take place 
on the following dates: 
Monday, Aug. 24 (8 a.m.-
4 p.m.); Tuesday, Aug. 25 
(8 a.m.-4 p.m.); Wednes-
day, Aug. 26 (8 a.m.-6 
p.m.); Thursday, Aug. 27 
(8 a.m.-4 p.m.); and  Fri-
day, Aug. 28 (8 a.m.-4 
p.m.).

The State Primary 
election will take place on 
Tuesday, Sept. 1. Polling 
hours are 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The polling location 
is Quarry Hill Communi-
ty School. Please use the 
pool entrance.

For more informa-
tion, please contact the 
Town Clerk’s office at 
413-267-4115. You may 
also send an email to 
townclerk@monson-ma.
gov.
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Viewpoints

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to journalregister@turley.com. Please 
include a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register.

The
Journal Register

EDITOR
journalregister@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Dan Flynn

dflynn@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The Journal Register (USPS 418-940) 
is published every Thursday by 

Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 

Telephone (413) 283-8393, 
Fax  (413) 289-1977. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Turley Publications, Inc., 

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 

WEB
journalregister.

turley.com

PHONE
(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

Letters to the 
editor policy
Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, 
and guest columns between 
500-800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require that the 
person submitting the opinion 
also include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone 
number. We must confirm 
authorship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, 
unsubstantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, or defamation 
of character.
Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St.
Palmer MA 01069
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com
The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon.

Needing No Address
I can’t get you out of my ears, or want to -

The trees are filled with fortissimo,
Where you dwell unseen in the night dew .

From you it sounds like all night play -
Up in those leafy boughs, ‘til the break of day:

The nod-and-wait roundelay.

Its pitch and pace set to the heat,
As if you my summer would regulate;

And colder shapes a just-barely-going beat.

These mist-shrouded hours that I see as best,
Far from the world, to life loves test,

Is never to see what is thought of without rest.

But little self you must know most cleariy,
When all it was, that was our joy,

Was Time that takes all our toys away;

And turn to watching the way winds blow,
When its you and the summer we must let go,

Leaving lonely echoes, - and then, snow.

– Charles Barnes

POETRY CORNER

Dear Editor,
As a resident of Chicop-

ee and a lawyer, I am proud 
to support Attorney Michael 
A. Fenton for Governor’s 
Council.

 The Governor’s Coun-
cil plays an important role 
in Massachusetts by review-
ing judicial nominations 
and helping ensure that the 
people chosen to serve on 
our courts have the qualifi-
cations, judgment and tem-
perament necessary for these 
important positions. 

These decisions affect 
our communities for gener-
ations, and Western Massa-
chusetts and Chicopee needs 
someone with the experience 
and understanding to take on 
that responsibility.

Mike understands our 
legal system and the impor-
tance of having fair, qualified 
judges who understand the 
communities they serve. 

He also understands that 
Western Massachusetts de-
serves a strong voice in state 
government. That is particu-
larly important to Chicopee, 
where we have a District 
Court.

I support Mike because I 
believe he will bring thought-
ful judgment, independence, 
and a commitment to public 
service to the Governor’s 
Council. He will work to 
ensure that our cities like 
Springfield, and Chicopee, 
are heard and that the people 
appointed to our courts re-
flect the values of our com-

munity.
Mike has demonstrated 

throughout his career that he 
cares about the people and 
communities he serves. He 
understands the challeng-
es facing cities throughout 
Hampden County. He will 
bring that perspective with 
him to the Governor’s Coun-
cil.

This election is an im-
portant opportunity to choose 
someone with the experience, 
character, and commitment 
necessary to represent West-
ern Massachusetts. I hope 
you will join me in voting for 
Attorney Michael A. Fenton 
for Governor’s Council in the 
Democratic primary.

Michael Pise
Chicopee

Reader supports candidate 
Fenton for Governor’s Council

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

I came back from vacation 
and was shocked 
as to how 

much the garden 
had grown.  

C r o p s 
were ready to 
be harvested 
and weeds that 
were merely 
inches tall had 
grown by leaps 
and bounds! Of 
course, we did 
have nearly a half foot of rain 
that week, and this probably 
played a part in such exuber-
ant growth.  

Read on to learn how 
indiscriminate watering by 
Mother Nature can mean 
weeds, weeds and more 
weeds.  

Why such a growth 
spurt? Because just like oth-
er seeds, those of our least 
favorite weedy plants need 
both sunlight and water in 
order to germinate and grow 
well.  

When we water on pur-
pose, we can direct the rain 
where we’d like – usually at 
the base of the plant. Unfor-
tunately, rainfall that lands on 
a brick path, the garden aisle, 
and also in between plants 
within the row can cause a 
lot of weeds to sprout.  

Hand weeding and hoe-
ing are both great exercise, 
and the best option for oth-
erwise bare areas of young 
weeds. 

Many gardeners make 
the mistake, however, of hoe-
ing too deeply and exposing 
more weed seeds to sunlight. 
Try to just scrape the surface 
of the soil.  

Stirrup hoes are partic-
ularly effective, skimming 
across the soil and severing 
the stems of weeds at the 
root line as they go. Very tall 
weeds can be cut down by 

use of garden shears, scissors 
or a week whacker, depend-
ing on the size of the area.  

Once cut back, you can 
cover the whole area with a 
tarp, or black plastic to fry 
what was underneath, killing 
weed seed.

In the future you can use 
mulch to reduce the amount a 
weeding you have to do – it 
will also help to conserve soil 
moisture in years that rain-
fall isn’t so plentiful. Mulch 
doesn’t have to be expen-
sive – it can be as simple as a 
“biscuit” of spent hay, a few 
sheets of newspaper secured 
with stones, pine needles or 
grass clippings – as long as 
these materials are applied 
thick enough to exclude 
light, weed seeds should not 
sprout. 

Sometimes I will put a 
layer of corrugated cardboard 
down first, wet it then add the 
mulch on top. It really seems 
to make a difference having 
that preliminary layer to keep 
light out.

This may be an unlikely 
pairing for this column, but 
there are plants that we desire 
to grow this time of year, and 
they are cover crops. Cover 
crops add lots of organic mat-
ter to the soil when incorpo-
rated in during the spring or 
summer months.  

While winter rye is the 
standard, you can grow oats, 

too. If sown right now, oats 
will germinate but die back 

as soon as frost hits.  
Leave the plants 

in place, 
though, and 
they will pre-

vent ero-
sion by 
h o l d i n g 

onto the soil 
with their roots. 
Plant parts can be 

incorporated come 
spring time.

In preparation for sow-
ing cover crop seed, the soil 
surface should be scuffed up 
so that the seeds will make 
good contact with earth. 
Once prep is complete I rake 
the soil smooth and broad-
cast the grain, first throwing 
the seed in one direction and 
then the other.  

It’s a good idea to di-
vide the seed in half and try 
to cover all the area you have 
once, then go back and fill in 
the light spots with the rest. 
After the seed has been sown 
I’ll drag the flat end of a steel 
rake over the soil surface to 
bury it ever so slightly. 

My goal is to have the 
seed sprout now, so that its 
roots will hold the soil and its 
nutrients in place over the off 
season.  

Winter rye will put on 
an amazing amount of top 
growth by spring – weed 
whack or mow it first to 
make incorporating easier.  

I am also contemplating 
“tarping” it to solarize the 
soil at the same time, then 
working in the dead plants 
by hand.  

Either way, if you do 
this for a few years in a row 
you’ll watch the organic mat-
ter content of your soil soar, 
reportedly at a rate of three 
to four thousand pounds per 
acre!  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

The Garden Lady talks weeds and seeds

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Author note: This is 
article number 500 in the 
AMAC Foundation’s “Ask 
Rusty” series of Social Se-
curity articles, which have 
been published nationwide 
every week since February 
2017. “Ask Rusty” is provid-
ed free of charge as an inte-
gral part of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s mission to “support 
and educate America’s se-
niors.” If you would like to 
help the AMAC Foundation 
fulfill its mission, charitable 
donations are graciously ac-
cepted at https://amacfoun-
dation.org/donate/).

Dear Rusty: 
Sadly, I was in business 

with my ex-husband. 
I’m a nurse and he was 

a chiropractor. He refused to 
pay me “on the books” and 
now, at age 73, after divorc-
ing him due to his financial 
irresponsibility. (I don’t 
want to burden you with the 
thefts that he perpetrated), I 
am stuck with a small $773 
Social Security payment 
each month. 

At age 73 I am now 
faced with having to go back 
into the workforce. Is there 
anything I can do to prove 
that I worked 40 years for 
my husband, but wasn’t 
paid? 

Signed: 
Distressed Divorcee

Dear Distressed: 
We are so sorry to hear 

of your unfortunate circum-
stances. Assuming your 
ex-husband is now collecting 
Social Security retirement 
benefits or is at least eligible 
to if you are divorced at least 
two years, you should be 
able to collect an ex-spouse 
benefit as his former wife. 

In that case, you would 
be entitled to receive 50% of 
the Social Security benefit 
he was entitled to at his own 
Full Retirement Age because 
he and you were married for 
over 10 years.

The way that will work 
is that you would continue 
to receive your personal-
ly-earned $773 monthly 
Social Security retirement 
amount earned from other 
employment, but you would 
also be entitled to a sup-
plemental “spousal boost” 
to bring your payment up 
to half of the SS payment 
amount your ex-husband is 
entitled to at his SS Full Re-
tirement Age. 

In other words, because 
you were married to your 
ex for more than 10 years, 
you are entitled to the same 
Social Security benefits as 

though you were still mar-
ried. That is true, even if he 
has remarried and his new 
wife is also getting a spouse 
benefit from his record. 

You will still be enti-
tled to an ex-spouse benefit 
from your ex-husband as his 
former wife. And if he dies 
before you, as a surviving 
ex-spouse you will get the 
same Social Security ben-
efit he was receiving at his 
death, instead of the smaller 
amount your will get while 
you are both living. 

Regarding rejoining the 
workforce, while you can 
certainly go back to work 
at age 73 without it nega-
tively affecting your Social 
Security benefits, if you are 
struggling financially, I sug-
gest you visit this website 
sponsored by the National 
Council on Aging: www.
benefitscheckup.org. 

At this website, you can 
enter your zip code and find 
much information about oth-
er supplemental assistance 
you may be entitled to where 
you live, including health-
care and medication assis-
tance, housing, nutritional 
assistance, etc.

Regarding your ques-
tion: “Is there anything I can 
do to prove that I worked 
40 years and wasn’t paid?” 
Social Security determines 
benefits based solely on your 
personal earnings as report-
ed to the Internal Revenue 
Service, which is, in turn, 
dependent on how your joint 
income taxes were filed over 
the years you worked in your 
husband’s business. 

Social Security is un-
able to assist you with IRS 
matters. I’m afraid yours is 
more of a legal matter you 
would need to pursue by dis-
cussing your situation direct-
ly with the IRS or engaging 
an attorney for assistance.  

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

I worked for my ex-husband 
but wasn’t paid and now 
have little Social Security –
What are my options?
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Calendar of Events
E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event 
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have 
an event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form 
and as a Word doc or plain email text – no PDFs or flyers, 
please – to journalregister@turley.com.

UPCOMING

VENDORS FOR THE BAYSTATE WING HOSPITAL 
GIFT SHOPPE

September Vendors
Sept. 1 - In The AM Floral 
Sept. 8 - Heart Arts Crafts 
Sept. 9 - Hobbit Hollow Herbs
Sept. 15 - Wicked Good Treats 
Sept. 16 - How Charming 
Sept. 21 - Geriations & Sew On
Sept. 23 - Crystal Clear Emotions

ONGOING 

WALES CHURCH FARMER’S MARKET: Located in 
the church pavilion across from the post office on the cor-

ner of Route 19 and Monson Road. The farmers market is 
open every Saturday morning from 9 a.m.-noon beginning on 
Memorial Day weekend and running until Labor Day week-
end. Offerings include homemade baked goods, local honey, 
crafts, flea market items, antiques and fruits and vegetables 
when in season. Vendors are welcome and there is no charge 
to set up a table.

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES 
6:30-7:30 p.m. and 7:30-8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or both. 
Brimfield Winery at 35 Main St., in Brimfield. Check brim-
fieldwinery.com for any variations. 

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2-4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road, Holland, to learn or 
practice different crafts. There are new crafts every Wednes-
day. For more information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely 
Road, Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hik-
ing, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can 
be found in the parking lot. For more information call 413-
267-4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit 
keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members 
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month in 
the AMETS Post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild 
is a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplish-
ments, from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues 
are $55 a year. Follow them on Facebook for more informa-
tion.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30 
p.m., every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St., 
Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute begin-
ners and beginners, and participants get to dance to all types 
of music. $10 per class. Please wear comfortable footwear, 
no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday at the 
Palmer Library at 1455 N. Main St. Free and open to the pub-
lic. Play available board and card games or bring your own. 
Must be 16 or older unless accompanied by an adult. No reg-
istration required. For more information call 413-283-3691, 
or email palewis19@yahoo.com.

QI GONG:  Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy 
Emerson is held every Tuesday from 5:45-6:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

J.P. McCarthy & Sons
www.MCCARTHYBUS.COM

JP McCarthy & Sons 
is now hiring great 
van drivers to help 
transport the students 
of the Quabbin Regional 
School District. 

Beginning July 1, 2026, 
McCarthy will be 
adding van service 
to serve the District. 
All current drivers are 
encouraged to apply. 

Email your interest to:
jobs@mccarthybus.com

JOIN THE 
TEAM!TEAM!

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

You Can Build Your Own Grilled Cheese!
Breakfast, Lunch & Specials

Served All Day - All Week!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AM TO 2 PM
Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

178 Federal St.
Belchertown
(413) 323-6175

theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

THE ROADHOUSE
CAFE
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BELCHERTOWN – As 
drought conditions become 
an increasingly familiar part 
of life in Massachusetts, res-
idents will have an oppor-
tunity to learn more about 
how drought develops, how 
it affects local water supplies, 
and what the future may hold.

A free public presenta-
tion will be held on Thurs-
day, Aug. 20, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Belchertown Town Hall 
Auditorium hosted by the 
Belchertown Conservation 
Department.

The program, “Under-
standing Drought and Water 
Supplies” will be presented 
by Professor Konstantinos 
(Kostas) Andreadis of the 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, whose research fo-
cuses on hydrology, water re-
sources, drought and climate 
impacts.

Designed for homeown-
ers, residents and anyone 
interested in understanding 
where their water comes from, 
the presentation will explain 
the science behind drought 
in clear, practical terms. Top-
ics will include how Massa-
chusetts defines the differ-
ent stages of drought, why 
droughts have become more 
frequent in recent years, and 
what scientists expect as the 
climate continues to change.

Andreadis will also dis-
cuss the differences between 
surface water and ground-

water systems, why each re-
sponds differently to drought, 
and how water managers 
evaluate long-term and short-
term impacts on water sup-
plies. 

Additional topics will 
include aquifers, seasonal 
groundwater recharge from 
rainfall and snowmelt, well 
fields, deep and shallow 
wells, artesian wells and how 
public water supply systems 
collect, store and distribute 
drinking water.

 “With all the changes in 
weather we have been hav-
ing, we felt that this would be 
a great presentation to help 
everyone understand how 
these changes affect their wa-
ter supply, whether it is wells 
or reservoirs,” said Belcher-
town Conservation Adminis-
trator Julie Meyer. “Regular 
droughts are just now a fact of 
life, and we need to plan and 
prepare for their impacts.”

 Whether residents rely 
on a private well or a munic-
ipal water system, the pro-
gram will provide valuable 
insight into the factors that 
influence water availability 
and help explain the science 
behind the drought condi-
tions affecting communities 
across the Commonwealth.

 The presentation is free 
and open to the public. Ques-
tions from attendees will be 
welcomed following the pre-
sentation.

Professor presents ‘Understanding Drought and Water Supplies’

The Quabbin Reservoir is shown at full capacity. 	 Submitted Photos

The Quabbin Reservoir is currently over 10 feet below full capacity.

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of Labor Day, there will 
be an EARLY AD, PUBLIC NOTICES 

& CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, Sept. 3
– Thank you!

Owner - Peter Harper
Call Us For Reliable, Competent, Local Service

413-967-4721

HVAC Service & Installation
A/C Service & Installation

Duct & Dryer Vent Cleaning
Heating System & Furnace Repair

Schedule Your 
A/C System Service Today!

Inc.
HVAC SERVICES – LICENSED & INSURED

Owners – Peter and Suzanne Harper

For All Your Heating and Cooling Needs

Call Us For Reliable, Competent, Local Service

413-967-4721

We’re a full service, family owned business.
We respect the needs of our customers and strive 

to build long lasting relationships.

• Sheet Metal
• Duct Cleaning
• Maintenance

• Inspections
• Installations
• Exhaust Fans

ESTABLISHED

2006

1504 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
 (413) 283-3511

362 Sewall St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 589-7308

KELLY KELLY && VELÁZQUEZ VELÁZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D., P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELÁZQUEZ, M.D.

DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

Accepting New Patients

SQUIER OIL
– EST 1874 MONSON –

We need a person that could 
become an oil delivery person 
and/or a heating equipment 

service installer. 
We are easy to work with and 

will to train and educate.
Email: squieroil@verizon.net

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• 60 Ton Crane Available
• Log Linked Firewood
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693
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BRIMFIELD – Hitch-
cock Academy will host a 
series of sound therapy ses-
sions on Saturday evenings.

The sessions will take 
place from 6-7:30 p.m. on 
select evenings. Each ses-
sion is offered at a cost of 
$20 per person.

Dates for the sessions 
include Aug. 22 (stabili-
ty and balance); Sept. 19 
(stress management); Oct. 
17 (immune defense); and 
Nov. 14 (dealing with life 
challenges, loss and grief).

Sound therapy aims 
to utilize aspects of music, 
tones and notes to improve 
physical, emotional and 
mental health.

“Throughout history, 
music has been used in many 
ways – to boost morale, pro-
mote productivity, and sup-
port healing. The healing 
powers of sound are vast and 
mostly untapped in today’s 
society,” read a statement 
released by Hitchcock Acad-

emy. “Recent research has 
linked sound and music to 
a number of health benefits, 
including boosting immune 
function, lowering stress 
levels, and improving the 
health of premature babies.”

During the stability and 
balance session on Aug. 22, 
specially formatted vibra-
tional sounds will support 
the systems of the body and 
their relationships.

The Sept. 19  session 
will focus on stress manage-
ment.

“All living things expe-
rience stress. The goal is not 
to eliminate stress but to mit-
igate its effects on our phys-
ical and mental wellness,” 
said session facilitator Alora 
Heffernan. “Without proper 
management, stress can lead 
to imbalances and produces 
opportunities where diseases 
can develop.”

 Well-timed for flu sea-
son, the Oct. 17 session will 
focus on immune defense.

“The immune system 
is a complex network of 
organs, cells, and proteins 
that defend the body while 
protecting the body’s own 
cells,” read a statement re-
leased by event facilitators 
Pat and Ken Wheelock. 
“This system defends us 
from invading microbes and 
supports overall disease re-
sistance from more chron-
ic illnesses such as cancer. 
Stressors, such as lifestyle, 
medications, and environ-
ment can destabilize the sys-
tem, causing imbalances and 
reducing its ability to protect 
the body.”

On Nov. 14, a session 
focused on life challenges, 
loss, and grief will be held. 

“This therapy uses spe-
cific vibrational patterns and 
tones to soothe and nourish 
both the organs and nervous 
system in the processing of 
our emotions, thus providing 
support through high impact 
stress experiences,” read the 

statement released by Hitch-
cock Academy.

Pat and Ken Wheelock 
are bodywork practitioners 
based in Three Rivers. Their 
practice spans acupressure, 
Reiki, herbal studies, sound 
therapy, color therapy, and 
aromatherapy.

Certified practitioners 
since 2008, the Wheelocks 
have spent over 15 years 
studying, practicing, and 
teaching the healing arts.

Alora Heffernan is a 
certified Reiki  master  and 
certified meditation teacher. 
Her work focuses on such 
non-invasive modalities as 
guided meditation, Reiki, 
and sound therapy.

Event participants are 
encouraged to bring a yoga 
mat or folding camp chair.

To learn more about the 
sessions, visit www.hitch-
cockacademy.org.

Hitchcock Academy is a 
community center located at 
2 Brookfield Road.

Sound therapy sessions available

MONSON – A pro-
gram focused on main-
taining healthy ecosystems 
will be held at the Keep 
Homestead Museum, 35 
Ely Road, next month.

Slated for Sunday, 
Sept. 13, the open house 
will feature Carolina Mu-
noz-Agudelo, Director of 
Public Programs and Re-
search at Norcross Wild-
life Sanctuary.

Munoz-Agudelo will 
present her program “Eco-
systems in Action:  Restor-
ing Nature, One Watershed 
at a Time.”

The PowerPoint pre-
sentation will highlight 
the importance of biodi-
versity; the roles of native 
plants and animals; and 
how watershed restoration 

benefits both wildlife and 
local communities. 

The program will fo-
cus on how healthy eco-
systems function, as well 
as the effects that occur 
when they are disrupt-
ed. Guests will also learn 
about practical ways to 
support conservation in 
our community.

The free program will 
start at 1:30 p.m. The ses-
sion is open to the public.

Visitors are also wel-
come to tour the museum 
from 1-3:30 p.m. Guests 
will be able to view new 
button displays and enjoy 
refreshments.

For more information 
about the museum, visit 
www.keephomesteadmu-
seum.org.

Keep Homestead 
Museum offering 
Sept. 13 program

Come and visit us  www.guzikmotors.com
NO MISLEADING ADS...NO GIMMICKS...NO EXTRA FEES...THE LOWEST INTEREST RATES...FREE LOANER CARS

EAST MAIN STREET, 
RTES. 9 & 32, WARE

Just Over the West Brookfield Line 
(413) 967-4210 • 800-793-2078

www.guzikmotors.com

Enjoy discounted prices on these beautiful 
pre-owned Jeep Wranglers just in time for the summer heat!

Used 2022 Jeep Gladiator 
MojaveStock #7565UJG

VIN: 1C6JJTEG1NL177565  •  MILEAGE: 11,004

$38,995

Used 2021 Volkswagen Jetta 
R-LineStock #7738UVW

VIN: 3VWC57BU3MM087738  •  MILEAGE: 43,431

$18,995

Hair Studio& Day Spa

413.436.7220
2370 Main St., 

West Warren, MA 01092
Tues.-Thurs. 9-7; Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-4

Lauren
Hair Stylist and Nail Tech 

Elizabeth
Hair Stylist

Book Your
PROM & WEDDING 

Appointments

Tina
Massage Therapist with 
20 years of experience

Kathy Allard Fountain 
Master Colorist who specializes 
In Updos, Highlights, Low Lights, 

Keratin Hair Straightening

Front row: Janet Stadnicki, FNP, Michael Hakim, MD and Angela Nurek, DNP. 
Second row: Kirsten Apraham, Cheri Couture, Caitlyn Garceau, RMA, Practice Manager, 

Kalise Salzarulo, Trista Labier, MA Back row: Charlene Gryszowka, Phlebotomy, 
Lisa Hresko and Susan Piche.  Missing from the photo: Crystal Best, RMA.

Accepting new patients
What makes us stand out is 

our goal to serve all of your medical needs. 
We provide primary care, women’s health services, 

office surgical procedures, and vaccinations. 
Our dedication and commitment to the well being 
of our patients and community is our top priority.

182 WEST STREET, WARE MA 01082
413-967-5562 OPT 1

Celebrating 86 Years!Celebrating 86 Years!

Rondeau’sRondeau’s
DAIRY BARDAIRY BAR

Ware Road, Rte. 32, Palmer

First Opened May 1940

HOMEMADE ICE CREAM
The BestThe Best

in the Areain the Area
57 FLAVORS57 FLAVORSFamous 

for our

PALMER – The Palm-
er Senior Center, located at 
1029 Central St., lists upcom-
ing activities and programs 
for the months of August and 
September. 

Please sign up for all 
programs by calling 413-283-
2670, extension 3.

For more information 
about senior center happen-
ings, follow “Palmer Senior 
Center” on Facebook or visit 
www.townofpalmer.com. 

Movie Matinee
Matinees are held on Fri-

days at 12:30 p.m. Drinks and 
popcorn are available. 

Aug. 21 - “Pearl Har-
bor”  brings history alive in 
this unforgettable epic pic-
ture. This real-life tale of 
catastrophic defeat, heroic 
victory and personal courage 
focuses on the war’s devas-
tating impact on two daring 
young pilots and a beautiful, 
dedicated nurse.  

Aug. 28 - “Small Things 
Like These” is set in 1985 
when coal merchant Bill Fur-

long uncovers disturbing se-
crets in a small Irish town that 
is controlled by the Roman 
Catholic Church.  
Monday Evening Programs 

begin at 4:30 p.m. 
Aug. 24 – Gift bag purs-

es with Marlene and dinner 
(meatball grinders), $3. Seat-
ing is limited.

Aug. 31 - Fall craft with 
Kim. 

Activities 
Aug. 25 – Volunteer Lun-

cheon. This event is by invita-
tion. If you have not received 
an invitation and feel you 

should have, please contact 
Marlene on extension 1. 

Aug. 26 – Fruit and 
veggie stand made possi-
ble through a QHCHIP2026 
mini-grant provided by 
Healthy Quaboag through the 
town of Ware.

Upcoming Events 
Sept. 11 – Annual Picnic 

at Pulaski Park, will be held 
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Enter-
tainment will be provided by 
The Gemstones, and the meal 
by Tony and Penny Catering. 
The cost is $15, which is due 
when you sign up. 

Palmer Senior Center

PALMER – Early vot-
ing hours have been an-
nounced for the Sept. 1 
State Primary.

The following dates 
and times are available for 
early voting at the Palmer 
Town Clerk’s Office, 4417 
Main St.

Hours include Sat-
urday, Aug. 22 (9 a.m.-5 
p.m.). This day is also the 
deadline to register to vote 

and/or change your party 
designation for the Sept. 
1 State Primary election 
(deadline is 5 p.m.)

Early voting hours 
will also be held on Mon-
day, Aug. 24 (8:30 a.m.-
7:30 p.m.); Tuesday, Aug. 
25 (8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.); 
Wednesday, Aug. 26 (8:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.); and Thurs-
day, Aug. 27 (8:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.).

Palmer Town Clerk 
announces early 
voting information

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Journal
Register
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FISKDALE – St. Anne–
St. Patrick Parish is making 
it easier for families to par-
ticipate in both Faith Forma-
tion and Sunday Mass with 
a newly redesigned class 
schedule for the 2026-2027 
program year. 

By intentionally cen-
tering its Faith Formation 
schedule around the 10 a.m. 
Sunday Mass, the parish 
hopes families can more eas-
ily worship together while 
also having more time back 
in their Sundays.

“At St. Anne – St. Pat-
rick Parish, we want to re-
move obstacles that make 
it difficult for families to 
practice their faith together,” 
said Fr. Salvator Musande, 
Pastor of St. Anne – St. Pat-
rick Parish. “Our new sched-
ule allows children to grow 
in their knowledge and un-
derstanding of the Catholic 
Faith while making Sunday 
Mass something families can 
attend together. We warm-
ly invite both returning and 
new families to join us.”

Registration is now 
open for Faith Formation 

for students in kindergarten 
through grade 11. Families 
are encouraged to register 
online by Sept. 6, which will 
help with class planning, al-

though registration will re-
main open after that date. 

The new class schedule 
is: grades K-six, Sundays, 
8:45-9:45 a.m., before the 

10 a.m. Mass.; and grades 
seven-11, Sundays, 11:15 
a.m.-12:30 p.m., after the 10 
a.m. Mass.

Faith Formation pro-

vides children and teens with 
age-appropriate instruction 
in the Catholic Faith, Sacred 
Scripture, Prayer, Christian 
living, and preparation for 

the Sacraments. 
Online registration is 

the preferred registration 
method and is available on 
the parish website. A pa-
per registration form is also 
available for families who 
need one.

For more information or 
to register, visit www.StAn-
neStPatrickParish.com or 
call 508-347-9353.

About the parish
St. Anne –St. Patrick 

Parish & Shrine is an active 
parish community serving 
the Sturbridge area and be-
yond, offering daily Mass-
es, religious education, and 
community ministries. 

The shrine grounds wel-
come thousands of visitors 
each year and feature St. 
Anne Shrine, Stations of the 
Cross and Crucifix, Hall of 
Saints, Russian Icon Exhibit, 
Generations Statue, Angel of 
Hope Monument, Memorial 
for the Unborn, Votive Cha-
pels, weekend Masses cele-
brated in the outdoor pavil-
ion during the summer, and 
a religious gift shop open 
daily from 10 a.m.–5 p.m.

• Offering all lines of 
insurance, both personal 
and commercial

• Dedicated and 
experienced staff

• Exceptional service and 
attention to detail

• 10+ company options
• Extremely competitive 

rates and pay plan options

FULL RMV SERVICE

Superior Value at

Crimmins - Graveline Insurance

1010 Thorndike St., Palmer
413-283-8378

www.cgins.com

Visit our new location at 1010 Thorndike Street
handicap accessible and plenty of parking

“We shop local 
and hope 

you do too!”

Friendly, Dependable Service
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erinsuOv
derinUn

 

 

  

 

ed?ur
ed?nsur

 

 

  

 

NoJust 
Given the skyrocketing cost of construction material, the cost t
would be significantly higher today than it was in the past.
At Crimmins-Graveline Insurance, a team member visits
each property and evaluates your current insurance needs 
before making an offer to insure.

 

 

  

 

representingrepresenting

e? Surt ot
to rebuild your home 

etails.

proudly
 

 

  

 

OWHOMET
INSURANCE CENTER

OWNWN
TIONS:ATOCTER LOUR SIS

STURBRIDGE, MA

ay 8:3dariFrdanoMoM day F d
413-283

lmal, Pina1382 M

Contact Crimmins-Graveline today to get de
Crimmins-Graveline Insurance is currently processing 
50+ registration transactions per week. In spite of the recent 
RMV complications, Crimmins-Graveline Insurance has 
figured out the way to service customers in a timely fashion.

• Bundle with MAPFRE and you could save up to 
22% on Home and up to 33% on Auto

• MAPFRE Loyalty Discount can save 
you up to 10% on your auto insurance,
just by having AAA!

• Mowimy po polsku 
(Dudley & Palmer)

• Free notary public service

a
A

HOMET

 

 

  

 

m m-5:00p30a
3-8378

A 01069, Mr,er

 

 

  

 

, MAY,DUDLEY
ay 8:3dariFrdanoMoM day-F d

Contact Hometown Insurance Center today to get details.

Hometown Insurance Center,

Hometown Insurance Center,

Hometown Insurance Center,

590 Main St.  Sturbridge, MA  01566

508-347-9394

We’re Growing
Come visit our new location.

3 Converse St., 
Ste. 100, Palmer

We’re Excited 
to Welcome You! 

Our new office is 
officially open and ready to 

service the Palmer area.

Sellers, Buyers, 
Investors and 

Families throughout 
the Community.

Come visit us at
 3 Converse St., 

Suite 100, Palmer, MA
Stop by meet us and discover 

how we can help you with 
all your Real Estate 

questions and needs.

Call 413-531-9098
www.BuyRiteHome.com

Your trusted local real estate experts.

Faith Formation students are shown with leaders in the Parish Center. 	 Submitted Photo

WARE – The Ware 
Grange is holding a barbecue 
dinner at the annual Grange 
Fair on Saturday, Aug. 29 at 4 
p.m. 

The menu includes pulled 
pork, chicken, brisket, baked 
beans, coleslaw, cornbread, 

drink and dessert for $25. Eat 
outside under the tent or take 
your meal to go.

Reservations are required. 
Please call 413-284-1135 or 
email waregrange164@gmail.
com to make your reservations 
for the barbecue. 

Grange hosts BBQ dinner Aug. 29

St. Anne – St. Patrick Parish offers Faith Formation program

MONSON – Guests of 
all ages are invited to enjoy 
special activities at the Mon-
son Lions Club Family Fest.

The event will take 
place on Saturday, Sept. 5, 

from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at West-
view Farms Creamery, 109 
East Hill Road.

The event will feature 
food trucks, vendors, a kid 
zone, a magician, live music 

and several other highlights.
If you are interested in 

becoming a vendor at the 
event, text Karen at 413-544-
1555.

Lions Club hosts Family Fest

WARE – The Ware 
Grange Fair program books 
are now available online at 
waregrange.org.

Program books are also 
available by mail by calling 
413-284-1135 or emailing 
waregrange164@gmail .
com.

Plan your exhibits by 
checking out the categories 
of exhibits in the fair pro-
gram book. 

Exhibitors may enter in 
a variety of categories in-
cluding vegetables, fruits, 
eggs, cut flowers, baked 
goods, fancywork, arts and 

crafts and photography. 
The Ware Grange Fair 

will be held Plan your ex-
hibits now for the fair 
which takes place Aug. 28 
-29. 

See the Ware Grange 
website for schedule and 
details. 

Ware Grange Fair program 
announces books available

WARE – The next Kids’ 
Corner workshop at Ware 
Grange will be the “Enchant-
ed Forest Nature Party” and 
will take place during the 
Grange Fair on Saturday, 
Aug. 29 at 10 a.m. at the 
Grange Hall at 297 Belcher-
town Road. 

Kids’ Corner workshops 
are led by preschool teach-
er, Jen McNally, and teach 
children about nature and the 

environment through stories, 
songs and fun activities. This 
workshop will explore the 
great outdoors in conjunction 
with the Ware Grange Fair. 

Children will take a guid-
ed nature walk to learn about 
the outdoor world and look 
for natural items to use in 
making crafts. 

Visit Ware Grange on 
Facebook or at waregrange.
org for more information.  

Kids’ Corner 
workshop explores 
nature on Aug. 29

MONSON – A chicken 
barbecue will take place on 
Saturday, Aug. 29, at Mon-
son-Glendale United Method-
ist Church, 162 Main St.

The event will run from 
4:30-6:30 p.m.

Dine-in or takeout orders 
are available. Quantities are 
limited, so reservations are 

recommended. 
Please call 413-267-5207 

to place your order.  
The meal includes 1/2 

barbecued chicken, baked 
potato, corn on the cob, cole-
slaw, rolls, homemade fruit 
crisp and beverages. 

The price is $20 for 
adults and $15 for children.

Monson-Glendale 
United Church hosts 
chicken BBQ Aug. 29

Town Clerk 
announces 
new polling
location

MONSON – Offi-
cials have announced a 
polling location change. 
Future elections in town 
will take place at Quarry 
Hill School, 43 Margaret 
St. Please use the pool en-
trance when entering the 
school.

For more information 
about the change, contact 
the Town Clerk’s office at 
413-267-4115. You may 
also send an email to: town-
clerk@monson-ma.gov.

TOWN of BRIMFIELD EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Emergency Management Director

DEFINITION
The Emergency Management Director designs emergency response plans and procedures to 

respond to emergencies and natural disasters. The Emergency Management Director works in 
coordination with government agencies, public safety officials, nonprofit organizations, and elected 
officials to help lead the response in crisis. This position is compensated with a stipend. 

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS
The essential functions or duties listed below are intended only as illustrations of the various 

types of work that may be performed. The omission of specific statements of duties does not 
exclude them from the position if the work is similar, related, or a logical assignment to the position.

• Responsible for planning and coordinating emergency management preparedness, response, 
recovery, and mitigation.

• Works collectively with various municipal departments ranging from School, Police, Fire, and 
Highway Departments as well as the Board of Health to ensure effective implementation of goals, 
training, emergency management, and planning.

• Acts as a liaison between the Town and relevant federal and state agencies, notably the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency 
(MEMA).  

• Serves as an advisor regarding preparation for potential hazards, response to disasters, and 
post-event recovery.

• Performs other related job duties as required.

Please apply by submitting a letter of interest and resume to the Select Board Office, 
23 Main Street, Brimfield, MA 01010 or by email to selectboard@brimfieldma.org

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Annual water 
quality report 
available

MONSON – The 2025 
annual water quality con-
sumer confidence report 
for Monson is available at 
https://www.monson-ma.
gov/622/Water-Qual i -
ty-Report-CCR-Index.  

This report contains 
important information 
about the source and qual-
ity of your drinking water.

Hard copies are avail-
able at Monson Town Hall 
located at 110 Main St., 
the Monson Free Library 
located at 2 High St. and 
the Monson Senior Center 
located at 106 Main St. 

Please call 413-267-
4130 if you would like a 
paper report delivered to 
your home. 
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MONSON – Area resi-
dents are invited to support 
Monson Together’s second 
annual golf tournament.

Set for Saturday, Aug. 
22 at Quaboag Country 
Club, the event will bene-
fit Roots of Remembrance, 

toy drives, senior gift bags 
and the Monson Community 
Cupboard.

The tournament cost is 
$400 per team. The cost in-
cludes 18 holes.

Two tee times will be 
offered (8 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 

A total of 15 teams will take 
part in each tee time.

The event will also in-
clude a meal, music and raf-
fles.

To register for the tour-
nament, please text Karen at 
413-544-1555.

Monson Together to host golf tournament

BELCHERTOWN – The 
32nd annual Zonta Golf Tour-
nament will be held on Satur-
day, Sept. 12 at Cold Spring 
Country Club, 330 Chauncey 
Walker St., to help create a 
brighter future for women and 
girls in the community. 

Whether you’re a sea-
soned golfer or just looking 
for a fun day out, everyone 
is welcome. Your support di-
rectly funds scholarships and 
grants that empower women 
and girls to overcome chal-
lenges and achieve their full 
potential. 

Zonta Club of Quaboag 
Valley is working to end child 

marriage, domestic violence, 
and human trafficking, while 
also supporting climate jus-
tice, education equality and 
women in decision-making 
positions.

Tee off will be at 8:30 
a.m. for a day of fun, friend-
ly competition and making a 
difference. The registration 
fee of $120 includes a round 
of golf, a box lunch and the 
chance to win prizes.

Sign up today at zon-
taqv.org/golf or contact Mary 
Knight at 413-323-4806. 
Zonta Club also welcomes 
sponsorships from local busi-
nesses.

Zonta Club hosts golf 
tournament Sept. 12

PALMER – Take part 
in Palmer’s MA 250th anni-
versary celebration by join-
ing local historian Robert 
Comeau in this presentation 
about the “Burial Grounds 
of Palmer” on Tuesday, Oct. 
6 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the 
Community Room at the 
Palmer Public Library, 1455 
North Main St.

To register for this pro-
gram, please visit: https://
palmerlibrary.com

In addition to this pre-
sentation, Comeau will host 

a tour at the Four Corners 
Cemetery on Saturday, Oct. 
10 from 11 a.m.-noon, 4287 
Main St.

These events are brought 
to you by the Palmer His-
torical Commission and the 
Palmer Public Library. 

This program is funded 
in part by a grant from the 
Palmer Cultural Council, a 
local agency, which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

This program is free, but 
registration is requested.

‘Burial Grounds of 
Palmer’ presentation 
planned for fall

 Monson Public Schools Offers
 Meals at No Cost for Students

MPSMPS
MONSON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Monson Public Schools participates the National School Lunch Program and the School 
Breakfast Program. As part of this program, all schools offer healthy meals every school day at 
NO COST to the students due to the implementation of the Community Eligibility Provision for 
school year 2026-2027. Students receive breakfast and lunch at school without having to pay a 
fee or submit a household application. 

NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT: 

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations 
and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (in-
cluding gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, 
American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 
(800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/doc-
uments/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any USDA office, 
by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s 
name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient 
detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights 
violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

 1. Mail:     U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
                  1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or
2. fax:        (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
3. email:    program.intake@usda.gov

THIS INSTITUTION IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER.

PALMER – On Tues-
day, Sept. 1 at 6 p.m. Bonds-
ville author Suzanne Strem-
pek Shea will have a book 
launch for “Compositions”, 
a memoir of  from a Cath-
olic school student at the 
Palmer Public Library, 1455 
North Main St.

“Compositions” fea-
tures 42 essays by one stu-
dent through her eight years 
in Catholic school, which is 
the 12th book and latest re-
lease by Strempek Shea. 

The author writes about 
her early years in a close-
knit 1960s and 1970s Pol-
ish-American grade school 
and community of Three 
Rivers and Palmer.

“Compositions” details 
a life that revolves in a circle 
of faith and family.  

Fine societal distinc-
tions are made: Polish Cath-
olics and French-Canadian 
Catholics, the two major-
ities in her village, each 

have their own 
churches and their 
own schools, even 
their own funeral 
homes. 

At Strempek 
Shea’s school – 
known in the vil-
lage as “Polish school” – the 
most important grade was 
for conduct.

Written in the author’s 
voice and point of view 
from grades one to eight, 
the humorous and poignant 
essays show a past still fully 

present. 
Registration is not re-

quired for this program. 
Books will be available for 
purchase from the author 
immediately following the 
program.  

Bondsville author has book 
launch at Palmer library

PALMER – Local youth 
summer readers will celebrate 
their love of books with a 
unique event this month.

Hosted by Palmer Public 
Library, an After-Hours Li-
brary Rave program will take 
place on Friday, Aug. 21, at 
7 p.m. Participants who have 
spent their summer enjoying 
books during the library’s 
summer reading program will 
have the opportunity to stay 
overnight at the library until 
Saturday, Aug. 22.

In order to receive an in-
vitation to the party, area kids 

were challenged earlier this 
summer to read 40 or more 
hours through the Palmer Pub-
lic Library’s Summer Reading 
Program. 

Activities will include 
Capture the Flag, lawn games, 
Rank That Snack, a nail sa-
lon, Nintendo Switch games, 
Bracelet Bonanza, achieve-
ment badges, pearler bead 
projects, pizza, ice cream sun-
daes, a waffle bar breakfast 
buffet and more.

Activities will take place 
throughout the library. Reg-
istered participants are en-

couraged to bring their own 
blankets, pillows, pajamas and 
toiletries. 

Registration for this event 
opens on Saturday, Aug. 15, at 
12:15 a.m. Youngsters ages 10 
and 11 can party at the library 
until 11 p.m. Participants ages 
12-17 are welcome to sleep 
over at the library. A parent/
guardian permission slip and 
registration are required for 
attendance. The library is lo-
cated at 1455 North Main St. 
To learn more about upcoming 
activities at the library, visit 
www.palmerlibrary.org.

Library hosts ‘After-Hours’ 
lock-in for young readers

WARE – The Ware 
Grange Fair will be held on 
Friday, Aug. 28 and Satur-
day, Aug. 29 at the Grange 
Hall on Route 9, 297 
Belchertown Road. 

This year’s fair will fea-
ture a fun dog show, Kids’ 
Corner workshop, chil-
dren’s field events, games, 
raffles, bake sale, live mu-
sic, a barbecue dinner and 
an auction. Exhibits may be 
entered on Thursday, Aug. 
27 from 5-7 p.m. or Friday, 
Aug. 28 from 9-11 a.m. 

The exhibit hall opens 
to the public Friday evening 
from 5-7 p.m., and there 

will be a bake sale, raffles 
and penny sale. The fair 
continues on Saturday with 
exhibit hours from 9 a.m.-
5 p.m., and various events 
throughout the day. 

An auction of fruits, 
vegetables, baked items, 
etc., will begin at 6 p.m. 
Raffle and penny sale win-
ners will be drawn after

A barbecue dinner will 
be held from 4-5:30 p.m.

For more information, 
details on exhibiting, or to 
make reservations for the 
barbecue, call 413-284-
1135 or visit waregrange.
org. 

Ware Grange Fair 
returns on Aug. 28-29

Suzanne 
Strempek Shea 
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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – Con-
tinuing to celebrate America 
250, Old Sturbridge Village 
hosted Summer, Sounds, & 
Sparks this past Saturday. 

The event featured food, 
drinks, games and crafts for 
families to enjoy as they trav-
eled to the countryside of the 
village for the main festivi-
ties. 

For the first time in over 
10 years, Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage reintroduced fireworks 
as 2026 marked a special year 
for not only the village, but 
the entire U.S. 

The event began with a 
performance of the Nation-
al Anthem by the Old Stur-
bridge Village Singers with 
Thomas Hopkins conducting. 

The next performance 
was by Songs of Liberty. The 
Minuteman for the Songs of 
Liberty, James Perlas, came 
up to talk about how many 
revolutionary songs carried 
through the area during the 
time of the American Revo-
lution. 

The group began by per-
forming “The Liberty Song”, 
originally written in 1768 by 
John Dickinson, who set out 
to reflect on the political strife 
caused by the Townshend 
Acts of 1767. Dickinson later 
joined the Pennsylvania Mili-
tia during the Revolutionary 
War. 

The Songs of Liberty 
highlighted the saying, “Unit-
ed we stand, by dividing we 
fall”. 

Perlas talked about the 
history behind these patriotic 
songs and the freedom move-
ment of the 1770s. 

In 1772, the notable song 
“Amazing Grace” was written 
by John Newton, which was 
inspired after experiencing a 
violent storm at sea. 

Other songs include a 
cover of “Our Town” and 
“Yankee Doodle”.  

Perlas said this song was 
originally intended to mock 
the American Colonies, but 
“ends up inspiring them.” 
The performance of “Yankee 
Doodle” included some audi-
ence participation. 

The music didn’t stop 
with Songs of Liberty; next 
to perform was the Sturbridge 
Martial Band. This traditional 
drum and fife corps perform 
regularly at Old Sturbridge 
Village and played some pa-
triotic tunes for the audience 
relaxing in the countryside. 

To bring sparks to the 
event, the Old Sturbridge 

Village Militia were set up in 
the field beyond the country-
side for a cannon and musket 
demonstration. The Militia al-
ternated with a series of mus-
ket fires, followed by cannon 
fire. 

The Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage Singers returned to the 
stage for another performance 
to honor those who served. 

During one of the per-
formances, veteran Darrel 
Hopkins came up to sound off 
all the U.S. military branches 
while the Singers and band 
performed military themed 
music. Hopkins has also been 
a volunteer at Old Sturbridge 
Village for over 25 years.  

Thomas Hopkins sang in 
honor of the late Tom Kelle-
her, a beloved member of the 
Old Sturbridge Village com-
munity. Kelleher served the 
village in countless roles for 
over 40 years. 

The Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage Singers performed a 
song they have been playing 
at the village for 23 years, 
“America”.  

The event reached its 
finale with a display of fire-
works to cap off a wonderful 
evening of celebrating the na-
tion and its 250th anniversary 
year. 

More programs at Old 
Sturbridge Village can be 
found at www.osv.org. 

Summer, Sounds, & Sparks at Old Sturbridge Village

Head Start Teacher Assistant preschool (Ware) $5,000 sign on bonus
Experience meaningful relationships with preschoolers while earning your CDA for 
free! EEC Teacher Certification preferred, High School/GED required.  20 hours/week/school 
year. Salary Range $18.42-$19.55/hour. 

We have outstanding supervision, training and benefits. We offer Health Insurance, Dental 
Insurance, Retirement Plan, Flexible Spending Plans, Vision Insurance, Long-Term Disability 
Insurance, Sick, Vacation, Float time and 12.5 paid Holidays. Community Action is a qualifying 
employer for the Public Service Loan Forgiveness program. 

Employment is contingent upon satisfactory completion of a background investigation, 
including CORI, DCF, SORI, and fingerprint-based national CORI, NCOR, and out of state 
checks if applicable, and driving record check. 

Please go to https://www.communityaction.us/employment for full job description, 
information regarding benefits and to apply with cover letter and resume.

Community Action is committed to a diverse workforce. AA/EOE/ADA 

Turley photos by Ryan Drago

The Old Sturbridge Village Singers performed during Summer, 
Sounds, & Sparks. 

The Old Sturbridge Militia conducted a cannon and musket demonstration. 

The Old Sturbridge Village Singers performed the National Anthem.

The Sturbridge Martial Band is shown during its fife and drum performance. 

Songs of Liberty performed revolutionary songs as Old 
Sturbridge Village continued to celebrate the 250th anniversary 
of the U.S. 

Thomas Hopkins of the Old Sturbridge Village Singers performed 
a song as a dedication to the late Tom Kelleher, a beloved 
member of the Old Sturbridge Village Community. 

Veteran Darrel Hopkins 
sounded off the branches 
of military during the Old 
Sturbridge Village Singer’s 
performance. 

Summer, Sounds, & Sparks 
ended with a fireworks. 

The Sturbridge Martial Band marched its way through the 
village as Summer, Sounds, & Sparks was about to begin. 
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YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE HOMEHOME PROs
ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

HOME • YARD • GARDEN

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

PAINTING

413-813-7328
Dustin Pennington

• INTERIOR 
• EXTERIOR 
• RESIDENTIAL 
• COMMERCIAL

Start your interior 
projects today!

www.penningtonpaintingco.net

By Sam O’Connor
A senior at Quabbin 

Regional High School 

In April of 2026, I had the 
incredible opportunity to 
go to Europe for just over 

a week, visiting Poland and 
Germany. 

While there, my main 
mode of transport was by 
bus, from which I got to see 
countless windmills tower-
ing overhead, and off in the 
distance, plots of solar fields, 
both providing energy for the 
lights shining in each town 
we passed. 

Renewable energy sourc-
es like wind and solar are 
much better for both the envi-
ronment and the atmosphere, 
as they replace the use of fos-
sil fuels and are not in limited 
supply. 

The burning of fossil fu-
els emits massive amounts of 
greenhouse gases into the at-
mosphere. Greenhouse gases 
trap the sun’s warmth inside 
our atmosphere, slowly in-
creasing the average tempera-
ture of the planet, which in 
turn causes issues like irregu-
lar and extreme weather. 

By turning instead to 
renewables, which create far 
fewer emissions, Germany is 
mitigating its impact on the 

environment.
Over the past few de-

cades, Germany has tak-
en many steps to reduce its 
emissions. As of 2025, the 
country came closer to a huge 
milestone in its journey away 
from non-renewables than 
ever before – nearly half of 
all energy produced was done 
via renewable means. 

With a grand total of 42% 
of energy being generated by 
either wind, solar, biomass, 
or other forms of renewable 
energy, Germany’s “Ener-
giewende” (meaning “energy 
transition” in English) has 
been a great success thus far.

This, compared to the 
United States’ 9% of energy 
being generated by renew-
able means, is very impres-
sive, and certainly something 
worth taking notes from. 

Solar and wind are al-

ready being used in many 
parts of the U.S., but not to 
their full capabilities. 

While Massachusetts has 
provided incentives to its res-
idents to switch to renewable 
sources like solar, our biggest 
renewable source, few other 
states have done the same. 
And even with these incen-
tives, only 17.3% of Mas-
sachusetts energy is derived 
from renewable sources. 

Our state’s percentage of 
renewable energy is nearly 
twice that of the U.S. average, 
but this is not nearly enough 
to stop climate change. 

Countries like Germa-
ny, which have much high-
er percentages of renewable 
energy than the U.S., should 
be looked to as a model for 
how we should work toward 
reducing our impacts on the 
planet.

Learning by Traveling

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

95 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082
413-277-0364  |  dioguardijewelers.com

Don’t pay delivery $$$
Invest in Precious Metals Today

WE BUY 
JEWELRY & 
PRECIOUS
METALS

COMMUNITY RESILIENCE
For our rural way of life in changing times

Questions? 
Comments? 
Story Ideas?

Let us know how we’re doing.
Your opinion is something 
we always want to hear. 

Contact journalregister@turley.com
Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer • 413-283-8393

WE’RE ALL EARSWE’RE ALL EARSWE’RE ALL EARS
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LIQUOR TOWNLIQUOR TOWN
BEER, WINE & SPIRITS
1010 Park Street, Palmer

MONDAY - THURSDAY 9 A.M. TO 9 P.M.
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 9 A.M. - 10 P.M.  

SUNDAY 10 A.M. - 6 P.M. ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED

Visit Our 
Large Collection 

of IPA

VISIT OUR LARGE
COLLECTIONS

OF WINES

413-289-9267413-289-9267
LOTTERY, TOBACCO 

& SNACKS AVAILABLE
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 

FOR UPDATES: LIQUORTOWNPALMER

LOWEST PRICES IN TOWN
BEERS • VODKA • CREAM LIQUOR • GIN • TEQUILA • RUM • WHISKEY
                                      BOX WINE • READY-TO-DRINK (RTD) ALCOHOL

DOORDASH NOW AVAILABLE

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The ArtWorks 
Gallery, located at 69 Main 
St., hosted the opening recep-
tion of the new photography 
exhibit, “Through the Lens: 
Presence and Absence.” 

Serving as the juror of the 
exhibit was fine art photogra-
pher, educator and archivist, 
James Gehrt. His work in pho-
tography focuses on ordinary 
subjects and is mostly in black 
and white. 

Gehrt teaches photo-
graphic archives in the gradu-
ate program at Simmons Uni-
versity and serves as Corporate 
Archivist at MassMutual. 

Gehrt entered some of his 
photographs into the “Through 
the Lens” exhibit. One of them 
is an owl photograph he calls 
“Harvard Owls” from his 
long-term project, Seat of the 
Muses. 

His project began with 
photographs he made in mu-
seums back in the 1990s. He 
would photograph museum 

objects, specimens, architec-
ture, reflections, display cases, 
shadows and much more. 

He recently began rein-
terpreting some of his pho-
tographs through wet-plate 
collodion, which creates large 
ambrotypes on glass by pro-
jecting an image through the 
process lens onto a sensitized 
glass plate. 

These wet-plate collodion 
ambrotypes could be seen at 
the “Through the Lens” exhib-
it. This style of photography is 
a collaboration of technology, 
19th century chemistry, muse-
um history, and Gehrt’s own 
archive. 

The Best in Show photo-
graph was “The Second Story 
of Hope” by Stephen Johnas. 
The photograph was taken 
by Johnas in the location of 
Guánica, Puerto Rico. 

The Best Black and White 
photo went to Joanne Holtje 
for her entry “Ferry”. Though 
her work in photography was 
recognized at the “Through 
the Lens” exhibit, Holtje ad-
mitted that her most common 
art medium is paint. 

“I don’t con-
sider myself a pho-
tographer,” Holtje 
said. 

Her skills 
with photography 

were picked up when she 
would regularly take pho-
tographs during walks. Her 
black and white photograph, 
“Ferry”, was taken during a 
ferry trip to Martha’s Vine-
yard. 

Holtje’s second photo-
graph displayed below the 
award-winning photograph 
was also in black and white 
and is a shot of a street in Co-

hasset. Holtje’s art studio is 
based out of Holyoke and she 
has exhibited her work in art 
galleries throughout western 
and central Massachusetts. 

Rose Grant of Ware had 
a couple of her photographs 
entered into the “Through the 
Lens” exhibit. Grant has been 
a photographer for 10 years 
and said she has been taking 
a lot more pictures after being 
“gifted with a really nice cam-
era.” 

One 
of her photographs was orig-
inally a colored photograph 
but was done in black and 
white. Her photo is a winter 
landscape picture of a street in 
Hardwick and is called “Hard-
wick Morning”. 

Her other entry was a 
colored photo called “Fog-
gy Westport”, an image of a 
highway in Westport where 
the fog suddenly be-

gan to build up. Grant’s most 
common subject in her photo-
graphs is birds. 

The “Through the Lens: 
Presence and Absence” exhib-
it can be viewed on Saturdays 
and Sundays from 1-4 p.m. 
now through Sept. 13. More 
information can be found at 
workshop13.org. 

Photography highlighted ‘through the lens’
AT LEFT: Joanne Holtje is 
shown alongside her work, 
including “Ferry”, which 
was selected as Best Black 
and White photograph in the 
“Through the Lens: Presence 
and Absence” exhibit. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

INSET, BELOW: Best Color 
went to Vern Mcclish who 
entered the archival inkjet 
print of “Abandoned Machine 
Shop”. 

Rose Grant’s photograph titled “Foggy 
Westport” which she captured on the 
highway in Westport. “Hardwick Morning” by Rose Grant.

Best in Show was “The 
Second Story of Hope” by Stephen Johnas, a photo-
graph he took in Guánica, Puerto Rico.  

The juror of the exhibit James Gehrt 
entered a couple photos for the ex-
hibit. This is his wet-plate collodion 
ambrotype called “Harvard Owls (from 
Seat of the Muses)”. 
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER – If Joseph 
Leonatti had not met his 
girlfriend, Chelsea Flamand, 
while they were students at 
the University of New En-
gland, he probably wouldn’t 
be the first-year head coach 
of the Palmer High School ju-
nior varsity football team. 

Leonatti, who was born 
in Las Vegas, spent most 
of his life living in Coral 
Springs, Florida. He played 
high school football at Cor-
al Springs Charter School 
before moving 1,000 miles 
north to Biddeford, Maine.

“I met Chelsea at the 
University of New England, 
and her family has lived in 
Ware for many years. She has 
told me all about the rivalry 
between Ware and Palmer 
High School,” Leonatti said. 
“We also lived in Missouri 
for two years after graduating 
from college before moving 
to Ware.” 

While living in Missouri, 
Leonatti worked in the Kan-
sas City Royals sales depart-
ment.

“I sold single game 
tickets and season tickets,” 
Leonatti said. “I met a lot of 
great people there. It was an 
awesome experience for me. 

Leonatti 
hopes to 
lead team 
back to 
varsity 
status

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspon-

dent

SOUTH HAD-
LEY – Third-seeded 
Teddy Bear Pools & 
Spas had a golden opportu-
nity to sweep the top-seed-
ed St. Joseph’s Saints in the 
Tri-County League champi-
onship series.

Teddy Bear held a 1-0 
lead entering the top of the 
third inning in game two. 

St. Joe’s rallied for three 
runs in the third and fourth 
innings and they evened the 
best-of-three series at 1-1 
following a 6-3 victory at 
South Hadley High School 
Friday, Aug. 7.

The game came to an 
end after five innings due 
to darkness, which didn’t 
please the Teddy Bear play-
ers and their supporters.

“It’s a very frustrating 
situation,” said Teddy Bear 
player/manager Ryan Mag-
ni. “I think we should’ve 
been able to finish the final 
two innings of tonight’s 
game at St. Joe’s Park be-
fore playing the deciding 
game tomorrow night.”

The baseball field at 
South Hadley High School 
doesn’t have any lights and 
the first pitch of game two 
was thrown by Teddy Bear 
righthander Sean Rosemond 
at 5:55p.m. The three um-

pires made the decision to 
end the game at 7:45 p.m.

“The pace of tonight’s 
game was very slow,” said 
St. Joe’s manager Paul Mar-
cinek. “We were very lucky 
to finish five innings which 
made it an official game.”

Had the game ended 
before the bottom of the 
fifth inning, it would’ve 
resumed at South Hadley 
High School the following 
day. If the score would’ve 

Tri-County 
finals forced 
to decide
game 3

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM – One 
of the last sports camps of 
the summer of 2026 was held 
at Spec Pond in Wilbraham 
from August 10-13. 

A total of 57 baseball 
and softball players between 
the ages of 6-16 from Wil-
braham and the surrounding 
communities attended the 
four day clinic.

“This is our fourth year 
conducting the baseball clin-
ics, and this is probably the 
best one yet,” said camp di-
rector Dustin Brisson “We 

have almost 60 kids, in-
cluding a couple of softball 
players for the first time, this 
week. It’s the most campers 
we’ve ever had at this clinic 
and I’m very pleased.”

Brisson, who is the own-
er of Forge Athletics, was 
born in Florida and played 
college baseball at the Uni-
versity of Central Florida 
from 1997-2000. The first 
baseman was drafted by the 
Boston Red Sox in the 15th 
round of the 2000 MLB draft.  

Brisson, who played 
345 minor league games, ad-
vanced to Double A Portland. 
His baseball career came to 

an end due to an injury.
“I was blessed to have 

the opportunity to play pro-
fessional baseball,” Brisson 
said. “I’m doing what I can to 
give back to these kids.” 

Some of the camp in-
structors were Lindsay Beer, 
David Wendt, Ace Adams 
Chade Shade, who’s the 
head coach of the Springfield 
College baseball team, Pat 
Strange, who’s the pitching 
coach at Westfield State Uni-
versity, Dan Gomez, who’s 
the head baseball coach at 
Western New England Uni-
versity, and Terry Doyle, 
who’s the the baseball coach 

at New England College.
“It’s an honor to have 

these coaches working at our 
clinic this year,” Brisson said. 
“They want to help these kids. 
This is a high level skills clin-
ic. I just want the older kids to 
have the opportunity to work 
with the college coaches.”

A couple of the guest 
speakers at the clinic were 
Brandon Seymour, who’s the 
general manager of the Val-
ley Blue Sox, Nancy Street, 
who’s a board member of 
the Miracle League of West-
ern Massachusetts, and Duke 
Castiglione Jr who’s a sports-
caster at a television station 
in Boston.

Ray Fagnant, who grew 
up in Chicopee and is the 
Boston Red Sox Northeast 
Regional Scouting Supervi-
sor, also spent a day at the 
clinic. 

A few of the different 
stations were hitting, fielding, 
and throwing.

“My main goal is to 
teach the players the basic 
fundamentals of the game,” 
Brisson said. “I also want to 
keep the kids active at this 
clinic. I really don’t want 
them standing around doing 
nothing.”

Brisson was aided at the 
clinic by his wife, Kasey.

“My wife is the back-
bone of the organization,” 
Brisson said. “She keeps ev-
erything in order. I appreciate 
all the support from many 
different people that I’ve re-
ceived running this camp.” 

Brisson and his staff is 
already looking forward to 
holding the baseball clinic at 
Spec Pond again next sum-
mer. 

Forge Baseball Clinic returns to Western Mass.

Dominic Venneri goes for the layup.

Mason Cowher takes a free throw.

Dominic Venneri makes his way down the 
court.Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Aaron Gasque gets a layup under pressure.

Youth 
basketball 

wraps up

BASKETBALL

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Spec Pond Summer Basket-
ball League held playoff held 
the first week of August, uti-
lizing a few sites in addition 
to the courts at Spec Pond. 
Palmer, a 7-8 team, were in-
volved in a matchup held in 
Belchertown at Chestnut Hill 
Community School.

LEONATTI   ❙   page 14

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Top photo, Greg Vouros fires 
a throw to first base. Above, 
Ray Toth makes a throw on 
the run.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Campers receive some instructions from one of the coaches in the Forge Baseball Clinic.

BASEBALL BASEBALL

FINALS   ❙   page 14
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DISCOVER YOUR 
COMMUNITY!

Begin a new journey of happy and healthy living at 
Cedarbrook Village. The care you need for the life you 

deserve – with a plan in place for the future.

CALL 413-758-5377 TO BOOK A TOUR!

ENJOY FABULOUS FRIENDSHIPS.  
PURSUE YOUR PASSIONS. LIVE YOUR BEST LIFE.

INDEPENDENT LIVING ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE

413-758-5377
CedarbrookVillage.com

73 South Street
Ware, MA 01082

Noonan Helps You  
Keep Your Cool

Serving homes in the  
Pioneer Valley since 1890

 Heating | Cooling 
Plumbing | Electrical

Noonan Helps You  
Keep Your Cool

Serving homes in the  
Pioneer Valley since 1890

 Heating | Cooling 
Plumbing | Electrical
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5x
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NoonanEnergy.com • 800-343-8829 
Springfield | Amherst | Palmer 

Noonan Helps You  
Keep Your Cool

Serving homes in the  
Pioneer Valley since 1890

 Heating | Cooling 
Plumbing | Electrical
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NOONAN 
Helps You
Keep Your

COOL

NoonanEnergy.com
800-343-8829

Springfield | Amherst | Palmer

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

Chelsea is very close to her 
family, and we decided to 
move to Ware.”

Chelsea Flamand, who 
graduated from Ware High 
School in 2020, was a mem-
ber of the Lady Indians soccer 
team.

Leonatti, who was both 
a punter and field goal kick-
er in high school, was a field 
goal kicker at the University 
of New England.

“I was a field goal kick-
er at the University of New 
England for two seasons,” 
Leonatti said. “Then I worked 
in the football operations de-
partment as an intern for two 
years. I love football and I 
always wanted to get into 
coaching. I saw that Palm-
er High School was looking 
for a JV football coach and I 
thought it would be a perfect 
fit for me.”

After finishing last sea-
son with fewer than 20 play-
ers, Palmer Athletic Director 
Matt Marciniec, who was 
also the Panthers varsity foot-
ball coach, made the difficult 
decision to only have a junior 
varsity squad this fall. The 
plan is to move back up to the 
varsity ranks during the next 
couple of years. 

“I’m hoping we have 
enough numbers to quickly 
move up to the varsity level 

again,” Leonatti said. “I’m 
really looking forward to the 
start of the football season.”

Leonatti has met with 
Marciniec a couple of times 
since he was hired as the JV 
football coach. He’ll be con-
ducting his first official prac-
tice of the season on August 
24.

“I didn’t know Mr. Mar-
ciniec before I interviewed 
for the coaching position, but 
he has been extremely helpful 
to me,” Leonatti said. “We’ve 
already talked about a lot of 
different things. If I ever have 
any questions, I can always 
ask him.” 

Leonatti is hoping to 
have a balanced attack on of-
fense and a solid defense.

Marciniec is still in the 
process of making the JV 
football schedule. The major-
ity of the JV games take place 
on Monday’s.

“We’re still working on 
the schedule,” Leonatti said. 
“Mr. Marciniec is talking 
with the other athletic direc-
tors in the area to finalize ev-
erything.”

The Panthers graduated 
eight key players from this 
year’s squad, which finished 
with a 6-5 overall record.

The Panthers defeated 
the Indians, 21-6, for the first 
time since 2015. 

While the 100th meeting 
on the gridiron between the 
two neighboring high schools 

won’t be taking place this 
year, Leonatti is hoping to be 
a part of the rivalry game in 
the future.

“I have a lot to learn about 
the history of the rivalry,” he 
said. “A rivalry in sports is a 
very exciting thing.”

Another thing that Leon-
atti has never experienced is 
playing a football game on 
Thanksgiving morning. 

“I always watch the NFL 
games on Thanksgiving, but 
I never got to play in a game 
on that day,” said Leonat-
ti, who’s also going to be a 
first-year paraprofessional at 
Palmer High School.  “I think 
it would be an awesome expe-
rience, especially if your team 
wins the game.

The Panthers players 
enjoyed their turkey dinners 
after defeating Ludlow, 20-6, 
at historic Legion Field last 
Thanksgiving. 

While the Panthers won’t 
be competing at the varsity 
level this fall, Leonatti is hop-
ing his players have fun play-
ing the game of football.

“While we do want to 
win every game, a successful 
season for me is seeing the 
guys playing the game that I 
love,” he said. “I also want to 
see them improve their skills 
during the season. 

Marciniec is still in the 
process of hiring assistant 
coaches for the junior varsity 
football team.

LEONATTI  ❙  from page 13

been tied, game two would’ve 
been replayed from the begin-
ning, which has been a TCL 
rule for many years.     

Teddy Bear won game 
one of the championship se-
ries, which was an old fashion 
pitcher’s duel, 3-1, at St. Joe’s 
Park, last Thursday night.

Righthander Matt Dro-
biak, who graduated from 
South Hadley High School in 
2024, went the distance for 
Teddy Bear. He allowed a run 
on six hits and three strike-
outs without issuing a walk.  

Drobiak outdueled St. 
Joe’s righty Trey Yesu, who 
graduated from Monson 
High School in 2022. 

Yesu also went seven 
innings allowing three runs 
(two earned) on six hits with 
six strikeouts and two walks.

Teddy Bear took a 
1-0 lead in game against 
lefthander Jackson Hayes 
with two outs in the bottom 
of the first inning following a 
run scoring double by second 
baseman Ramon Jimenez.

St. Joe’s took the lead 
against Rosemond in the top 
of the third inning.

Catcher Nate Carillon 

and second baseman Greg 
Vouros began the St. Joe’s 
rally with back-to-back sin-
gles. After Drobiak retired 
the next batter on a pop-up, 
before Carillon scored the 
tying run following a wild 
pitch. Then right fielder Bri-
an Hayes drew a walk before 
centerfielder Pat Fitzgibbons 
hit a two run single into right 
field giving St. Joe’s a 3-1 
lead.

With one-out in the bot-
tom of the third inning, Dro-
biak, who started at first base, 
launched a solo home run 
over the left field fence.

Holding a slim 3-2 lead, 

St. Joe’s scored three more 
runs in the fourth inning. 

The first two runs 
crossed the plate following a 
two-run single down the right 
field line by Vouros.

At that point, Rosemond 
was replaced on the mound 
by righthander Mason Bar-
comb. 

Shortstop Jacob Hayes 
greeted the relief pitcher with 
an RBI single into left field 

giving the visiting team a 
commanding 6-2 lead.

After Jackson Hayes re-
tired the first two batters in 
the bottom of the fourth on 
flyballs to center, consecutive 
walks by third baseman Alex 
Gochinski, right fielder Ty 
Evans, and catcher Eric Rob-
ert loaded the bases. Another 
walk by Ryan Magni plated 
Teddy Bear’s second run.

Relief pitcher Matt 

Irzyk, who wound up as the 
winning pitcher in game two, 
retired the only batter he 
faced in the fourth on a pop-
up caught by Jacob Hayes.

Irzyk allowed a single to 
shortstop Ray Toth in the bot-
tom of the fifth inning before 
the umpires halted to game. 

Photos and highlights 
from the deciding game three 
will be in next week’s edi-
tion.

FINALS  ❙  from page 13
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FULL RMV SERVICE

CONGRATULATIONS ATHLETE!

Greg Vouros
St. Joe’s

The Saints member helped start a rally for the 
Saints in the second game of the championship 
series for Tri-County.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli 
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to 
gscibelli@turley.com.

Sports
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PALMER HIGH SCHOOL
Bus stop times and locations may change

Route 1 – 6:43 a.m. – Start on North Main 
St. for pick-ups @ Capital Cleaners, Les’ Auto, 
O’Reilly Auto Part, & Dunkin Donuts - Express 
to King St. for pick-up @ King St., Squire St., 
and Central St. - Express to South Main St. 
for pick-ups @ Dublin St., Chestnut St., - Left 
onto & pick-up @ Stone St. BEFORE Overpass 
- Express to Boston Rd. (Rt. 67 E) for even # 
addresses pick-ups along Boston Rd. Turning 
around onto Boston Rd. (Rt. 67 W) for odd # 
addresses pick-up - Express to Park St. stops 
@ Mason St, & East Palmer Park Dr. - Express 
to PHS (7:15 a.m.)

Route 2 – 6:35 a.m. – Start on Ware St. (Rt. 
32 North) for pick-ups to Rondeau Rd. - Right 
onto Rondeau Rd. - Right onto & pick-up on 
Olney Rd., continuing onto Hickory Ln. to Loop 
around  - Right returning out onto Ware St.(Rt. 
32 North) - Turning around @ Walmart back to 
Ware St. (Rt. 32 South) - Right onto River St. 
for pick-ups along River St.and @ Country-
side Dr., Lauren, and Gay St. - Express to PHS 
(7:15 a.m.) 

Route 3 – 6:50 a.m. – Start pick-ups on 
Baptist Hill Rd. continuing onto Burlingame 
Rd for pick-ups - Express to Springfield St. 
for address pick-ups between # 344 & # 
556 - Express to Laurel/Juniper Street, pick-
up - Return to Three Rivers Rd. for pick-up 
- Continue onto Springfield St. for pick-up at  
Anderson St. & Hryniewicz Park - Express to 
PHS (7:15 a.m.) 

Route 4 – 6:52 a.m. – Start on Mt. Dumplin 
Rd. for pick-ups along Mt. Dumplin Rd. - Right 
on Desimone Dr. for pick-up - Left onto Mem-
ory Ln. for pick-up - Express to Bourne St. 
for pick-ups - Left on Main St. for pick-up @ 
Belanger - Express to Ford St. for pick-up at 
Central St. - Express to Palmer Rd. for pick-
up at Pineview - Express to PHS (7:15 a.m.) 

Route 5 – 6:51 a.m. – Start on Breckenridge 
St. (Thorndike St. Side) -  Left on Berkshire 
St. for a stop at Geraldine St. - Express to 
Brainers St. for pick-up - Right onto Park 
St. for pick-up at Winthrop St. - Right onto 
Breckenridge St for pick-up at Cabot St. - Left 
onto Pinney for stops - Right onto Park for 
stops along Park St. including @ School St. & 
Walnut St. - Express to PHS (7:15 a.m.) 

Route 6 – 6:35 a.m. – Start on Peterson Rd. 
for pick-ups -  Right onto Country Ln. - Cross 
to Flynt St. - Right onto Ware St. - Right onto 
Old Warren Rd. for odd # addresses pick-ups 
- Express to West Ware Rd. @ Rondeau Rd. 
for pick-up - Express back to Old Warren Rd. 
to St. John St. for odd # addresses pick-ups 
turning around for even # addresses pick 
ups - Right onto Old Warren Rd. for even # 
addresses pick-ups - Right onto Gates St. 
for pick-ups @ Forest Lake Rd. and odd # 
addresses - Express to PHS (7:15 a.m.) 

Route 7 - 6:39 a.m. – Start pick-ups on/
along Flynt St. - Left onto Smith St. to pick-up 
on Beech St. - Continue to Flynt St. for pick-
ups @ addresses, & Carter St. - Left on Cedar 
Hill St. for pick-ups along Cedar Hill St. - Left 
on Homestead St. for pick-ups - Express to 
Mason St. for pick-up @ Carriage Dr. - Ex-
press to Fieldstone Dr for pick-up @ Old Farm 
Rd. - Left on Old Farm Rd for pick-ups - Left 
onto Thompson St. for pick-ups along Thomp-
son St. - Left on Flynt St. for pick-up between 
Beech St. & Smith St. including James St. - 
Express to PHS (7:15 a.m.) 

Route 8 – 6:57 a.m. – Start pick-ups on 
Calkins Rd.  - Continuing onto Palmer Rd. 
for pick-ups - Express to & pick-up along 
North Rd. - Express to & pick-up along Chudy 
St. including @ Barker St. & @ Linda St. - 
Express to Main St. for pick-up @ Pleasant St. 
- Express to Palmer HS (7:15 a.m.) 

Route 9 – 6:48 a.m. – Start pick-ups along 
and on Pleasant St. including @ Summer St. 
&  @ Elizabeth St. - Continuing onto Thornd-
ike St. for pick-up - Staying Right onto Palmer 
Rd. for pick-up @ Prospect St. - Bearing Right 
for pick-ups along South High St. - Express to 
Main St. for pick-ups @ Center St. & Spring 
St. along Main St. and South Main St. - Bear-
ing Right onto Pine St. for pick-ups - Express 
to PHS (7:15 a.m.) 

Route 10 – 6:57 a.m. – Starting on Thornd-
ike St. for pick-ups stop @ Pine St. & Wood-
land Heights -  Left on Lawrence St. pick-up 
@  Lawrence Apt - Left on Shearer for pick-
ups @ Beacon Dr., Longview St. Prospect St., 
& Randall St. - Right onto North Main St. for 
pick-ups @ Orchard St & Temple St. - Express 
to PHS (7:15 a.m.) 

Route 11 – 6:47 a.m. – Starting pick-ups 
on Stimson St. - Express up Emery St. for 
pick-ups returning down Emery St. - Right for 
pick-ups along State St. including @ Pleas-
ant St. - Right onto High St. for pick-up @ 
Griffin St. - Right onto Griffin St. for pick-up 
at Steward St. - Right for pick-ups on Jim 
Ash Rd. - Right onto State St. & pick-up just 
before Main St./South Main St. - Express to 
PHS (7:15 a.m.) 

OLD MILL POND
Bus stop times and locations may change

Route 1 - 1st Stop Time - 7:48 a.m. – Start-
ing on North Main St. (Rt. 181 S) for pick-ups 
@ Crosswalk @ Capitol Cleaners, Randall 
St., Shaw St., & Holbrook St. - Express to & 
pick-up Highland St. @ Cute Kids Daycare & 
@ Knox St. - Express to South Main St. for 
pick-up along and @ Dublin St., @ Chester 
St., & @ Strong St. - Left onto & pick-up @ 
Stone St. BEFORE Overpass - Right & pick-up 
along Park St. - Express to Mason St. for 
pick-up just before Park St. - Left onto Park 
St. bearing right picking up along Boston Rd. 
(Rt.67 E) - Express to OMP for Drop off at 8:30 
a.m. arrival. 

Route 2 - 1st Stop Time -  7:55 a.m. – Start 
pick-ups along Ware St. - Right onto Rondeau 
Rd. -  Right onto & pick-up on Olney Rd., 
continuing onto Hickory Ln. to Loop around  - 
Right returning out onto Ware St.(Rt. 32 North) 
- Turning around @ Walmart back to Ware 
St. (Rt. 32 South) - Right onto River St. for 
pick-ups along River St. and @ Gay St. - Right 
on Church St for pick-up @  Hill St. & Post 
Office - Left on Main St. for pick-up - Drop off 
at OMP at 8:30 a.m. arrival. 

Route 3 - 1st Stop Time - 7:58 a.m. – Start 
pick-ups along Main St. (Three Rivers District) 
even # addresses and @ Lariviere St. - Left 
onto Park Ave for pick-up Front St. @ Bridge 
St. - Continue to Palmer Rd. for pick-up @ 
South St. and along Palmer Rd. - Bearing 
right for pick-ups on Calkins Rd. and @ 
Overlook Dr. - Express to Baptist Hill Rd. for 
pick-ups along Baptist Hill Rd. & Burlingame 
Rd. - Express and Left onto Springfield St. to 
pick-up addresses between # 344 &  #556 
- Express to & pick-up Laurel Dr. @ Juniper 
Dr. - Express back out to pick-up along Three 
Rivers Rd. - Continuing to Springfield St. pick-
up along and @ New Hampshire St., Anderson 
St., & Maple St. - Right & pick-up Maple St. 
@ High St. - Express & pick-up along Main 
St. (Three Rivers District) for odd # address-
es - Express to OMP for drop off at 8:30 a.m. 
arrival. 

Route 4 - 1st Stop Time – 8:05 a.m. – Start 
pick-up right onto Mt. Dumplin Rd. (Thorndike 
St. Side) - Left onto & pick-up along Desim-
one Dr. and looping out with pickups along 
Memory Ln. - Left onto and pickup along 
lower Mt. Dumplin Rd. - Express and left  for 
pick-ups along Bourne St. - Left onto Main St. 
pick-up @ Belanger St. - Express to Ford St. 
& pick-up @ Central St. - Continue to Palmer 
Rd. & pick-up @ Pineview St. - Express to 
OMP for 8:30 a.m. arrival. 

Route 5 - 1st Stop Time – 7:53 a.m. – 
Start on Breckenridge St. (Thorndike St. 
Side) -  Left on Berkshire St. for a stop at 
Geraldine St. - Left onto Cabot St. @ pick-up 
@ Winthrop St. - Express up Breckenridge 
St. for pick-ups - Left & pickup long Pinney 
St. - Right onto Park St. for stops along Park 
St.and @ Pearl St., School St., & Maple St. - 
Right onto & pick-up on Central St. - Express 
to School St. & pick-up @ Pleasant St. - Right 
onto Pleasant st. & pick-up @ Walnut St. - 
Express to OMP for 8:30 a.m. arrival. 

Route 6 - 1st Stop Time - 7:52 a.m. – 
Start & pick-up along Old Warren Rd. - Right 
& pick-up along Peterson Rd. & Country 
Ln. - Express to Ware St. to Old Warren Rd. 
- Express to & pick-up West Warren Rd. @ 
Rondeau Rd. - Express back to and pick-up 
along Old Warren Rd. -  Right onto St. Johns 
for pick-up turning around back out to Old 
Warren Rd. for additional pick-ups - Right 
onto Gates St. for Pick-ups towards the River 
St. end - Express to OMP for 8:30 a.m. arrival. 

Route 7 - 1st Stop Time - 7:38 a.m. – Start 
pick-ups on Flynt St. - Express to Thompson 
St. for Pick- up - Express to Old Farm Rd. 
for pick-ups - Right onto Fieldstone Dr. for 
pick-ups - Pick-up on Carriage Dr. - Right into 
Mason St. & pick-up @ Fairfield Dr. - Express 
for pick-ups along Homestead St. and @ 
Pioneer Dr. - Right onto Cedar for pick-up @ 
Colonial St. - Right and pick-up along Flynt 
St. - Express and pick-up along High St. 
(Thorndike District) - Express to OMP for 8:30 
a.m. arrival. 

Route 8 - 1st Stop Time - 7:48 a.m. – Start 
pick-up Main St. @ Coache St. - Right onto 
Ruggles St. & pick-up @ Wilson St. - Right 
onto Oak St. & pick-up @ Pleasant St.  - Right 
on Charles St. & pick-up @ Pine St. - Ex-
press to and pick-up along North St. and @ 
Norbell St. - Left onto Norbell St. & pick-up @ 
Belchetown St. - Express to & pick-up along 
Chudy St. - Left onto & pick up along Glenn 
St. - Left onto Baker St. & pick-up @ Sibley 
St. - Express & pick-up on Sylvia St. - Right 
onto & pick-up on Edgewood St. - Right onto 
and pick-up along Chudy St. - Express to and 
pick-up @ 6 Springfield St. (Learning Factory) 
- Express to OMP for 8:30 a.m. arrival. 

Route 9 - 1st Stop Time - 7:54 a.m. – Start 
pick-up on Pleasant St. @ Summer St. - Con-
tinue onto & pick-up along Palmer Rd. - Bear 
Right onto & pick-up along South High St. - 
Express to & pick-up along Main St. (Bonds-
ville District) and @ Post Office & Spring St. 
- Pick-up on High St. - Back to pick-up along 
Main St. - Crossing to South Main St. pick-up 
@ Bond St. - Right onto & pick-up along Pine 
St. - Express to & pick-up on Ains Manor Rd. 
- Right onto & pick-up on Fuller Rd. @ Sykes 
St. - Express to OMP for 8:30 a.m. arrival. 

Route 10 - 1st Stop Time - 7:56 a.m. – 
Start pick-up on North Main St. @ Temple St. 
& @ Orchard St. - Express to and pick-up on 
Pine St. @ King St. & Squire St. - Cross to 
Converse St. and pick-up @ Walnut St. - Loop 
out to & pick-up along Thorndike St. (Rt. 
32 North) - Left on Lawrence St. @ Palmer 
Town House Apartments - Left on & pick-up 
along Shearer St. including @ Beacon Dr. & 
Prospect St. - Express to & pick-up on Searle 
St. - Right onto & pick-up on North Main St. 
@ Fletcher St. - Express to OMP for 8:30 a.m. 
arrival. 

Route 11 - 1st Stop Time - 7:52 a.m. – 
Start pick-up along Commercial St. - Express 
to and pick-along Stimpson St. - Express to 
and pick-up on Emery St. @ Kelly Rd. and 
Foster St. - Back to and pick-up along State 
St. - Express to and pick-up on Griffin St. @ 
High St. and @ Stewart St. - Right onto and 
pick-up along Jim Ash Rd. - Right & continue 
pick-up along State St. - Express to & pick-up 
along Hillside Dr. - Right onto Forest St. & 
pick-up @ Oak St. - Express to & pick-up 
along Prospect St. - Express to OMP for 8:30 
a.m. arrival. 

PALMER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 2026-2027

PALMER – The Three 
Rivers Chamber of Com-
merce and the Ware Business 
& Civic and Beyond organi-
zations are hosting a school 
supply collection drive to 
benefit local schools. 

This year’s school supply 
drive marks the second year 
of the collection drive pro-
gram. Participating locations 
will serve as a drop off desti-
nation for local citizens to do-

nate school supplies to ben-
efit students from the Ware, 
Palmer and Monson schools 
districts. 

The school supply col-
lection drive runs though Fri-
day, Aug. 21. 

Participating drop off 
locations are found at Cedar-
brook Village, Cluett’s Ap-
pliance Center, Dhillon Den-
tistry, Hakim Medical Center, 
Hanna’s on Main, Monson 

Savings Bank, Moulton In-
surance Agency, Ware Town 
Hall and Westfield Savings 
Bank in Ware, Monson Sav-
ings Bank, The Better Bean 
and TJ’s Tavern in Monson, 
and Palmer Town Hall, Palm-
er Senior Center, Palmer 
Library, J. Stolar Insurance 
Agency, Phriends Coffee, 
Mustang Seats, Just a Little 
Craft Store and Nick’s Sport-
ing Goods in Palmer. 

School supply drive benefits local schoolsPHS 
Class 
of 1966 
plans
gathering

PALMER – The 
Palmer High School Class 
of 1966 is planning a 
get-together on Saturday, 
Sept. 19, at 2 p.m. at Tere-
sa’s Restaurant, 325 Palm-
er Road in Ware. 

The cost of the meal 
is $34. 

To register, please 
contact dgouvin@yahoo.
com or Gail Clark at 413-
262-9568, by Aug. 31.

In the classroom

PALMER – The Palmer 
High School Reunion Com-
mittee invites the 1976 grad-
uates of Palmer High School 
and Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School to a 50th Anniversary 
Reunion Party on Saturday, 

Oct. 17 from 5-10 p.m.  
Graduates, faculty and 

guests are invited to eat, 
drink and be reunited in the 
outdoor venue at Vanished 
Valley Brewing Co., 782 
Center St., Ludlow.  The cost 
is $35 per person, includes 

entertainment by Kingdom 
of Jones Band and a BBQ 
style buffet.

Please RSVP by contact-
ing Sue Warner Prosperi at 
suewpro@gmail.com. Regis-
tration and payment are due 
no later than Sept. 30.  

Classes of 1976 plan 50th reunion on Oct. 17

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

The Most
Advanced Lens

Designs Available
Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of 
Designer Frames 

For All Ages

SUNGLASSES
Maui Jim • Ray Ban

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA
413-283-3511

362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-589-1806

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit 
& lenses for every lifestyle.
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Let’s create the
future we want

When you take the MA Community Health Equity Survey, 
your experiences and ideas help guide decisions about your 
community. The survey is available in 11 languages, easy to 
take, and anonymous.

Take the survey now at mass.gov/HealthSurvey 

This survey is part of the Community Health Equity Initiative 
of the Massachusetts Department of Public Health

Take the survey

CH601-EN 

Starting or Growing a Business?
Whether you’re starting a business, growing

an existing one, or working through a challenge, QVCDC
offers personalized support to help you move forward.

FREE & LOW-COST BUSINESS SUPPORT
1:1 BUSINESS ASSISTANCE

• Loan Readiness • Business Strategy • Marketing
• Sales •  Financial Management

• Financing • Business Plan Writing & Updates • More

WORKSHOPS
• Bookkeeping • QuickBooks • E-commerce • Marketing

• Pricing • Finances • Customer Retention

Practical support. Real business solutions.

QVCDC Business Development Program
Workshops+ 1:1 Assistance
23 West Main Street, Ware
QVCDC.org I 413-497-4409

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Digital Access for All Expo, 
a community event featuring 
laptop giveaways to Hamp-
den County residents, will be 
held on Saturday, Aug. 22 in 
the UMass Henry M. Thomas 
III Center at Tower Square.

 “Many in our communi-
ty still struggle to access the 
Internet,” said Rachelle Lee, 
a Springfield resident and 
member of the Digital Ac-
cess for All Coalition. “We 
created this event to help our 
neighbors gain the skills they 
need to get online and do the 
important things many of us 
take for granted - searching 
for a job, making medical ap-

pointments, accessing bank-
ing, or just staying in touch 
with family and friends.”

 “Thanks to donations 
from Way Finders, Tech 
Foundry and Springfield.
community, we are giving 
over 50 laptops to community 
members – and teaching them 
how to use them,” said Be-
atrice Dewberry, Communi-
ty Building and Engagement 
Director at Way Finders. “But 
the Expo is a great opportu-
nity for all in the community 
to attend and get technical as-
sistance with their phones or 
laptops; meet community or-
ganizations and resources; or 
just to learn about getting af-

fordable internet and more.”
The event, created by 

the Digital Access for All 
Coalition, is supported by 
Way Finders, Tech Foundry, 
the Alliance for Digital Eq-
uity, Springfield.community 
and NeighborWorks Amer-
ica. For more information 
about the Digital Access for 
All Expo, or to register for a 
chance at a free laptop, visit 
https://www.wayfinders.org/
digitalexpo. 

Online laptop giveaway 
entries are due by Aug. 19. 
Some laptops will be re-
served for giveaway at the 
event for those who could not 
register in advance.

Digital Access for All Expo 
event to be held Aug. 22 

and his marriage to Yolan-
da Grieve, with whom he 
raised three children, Nan-
cy, Cynthia and Peter.

“Dave acted as a pillar 
of the community, a trusted 
role model, and inspiration 
to generations of families 
in town,” Valley said. “It 
is the desire of the Select 
Board to permanently rec-
ognize and honor these 
lasting contributions so 
Dave’s legacy endures for 
future generations.”

The Select Board will 
re-dedicate the newly-ren-
ovated, handicapped acces-
sible Dave Grieve Park for 
the residents and visitors 
to enjoy, “just like Dave 
envisioned” when he en-
joyed walking with a group 
of retirees in downtown 
Monson for exercise and 
socialization, expressing 
the thought that Monson 
should have a few more 
benches in the downtown 
area, and seeing it become 
a successful realization of 
those early thoughts.

Fall festival
Robert Skalbite of the 

Agricultural Commission 
announced the town’s third 
annual FallFest to be held 
on Saturday, Sept. 19 from 
10 a.m.-1 p.m., with Sun-
day, Sept. 20 as a rain date.

“It’s something that we 
want to continue to do and 
slowly expand and make 
more of an event,” Skalbite 
said.

The fall festival was 
previously referred to as 
a Farmer’s Market, but 
Skalbite said the name was 
changed to  differentiate it 
from the weekly Farmer’s 
Market held on Wednes-
days at the Senior Center.

“The first year it was 
in Memorial Hall. The sec-
ond year, last year, we did 
it on the lawn of Memorial 
Hall and the lawn of Dave 
Grieve Park” Skalbite said. 
“We’re looking to have it 
again on the lawn of Me-
morial Hall.”

The commission re-
quested the Select Board’s 
approval for the use of the 
park, and to waive Board 
of Health fees for the ven-
dors’ permits.

“There are a few ven-
dors that will have tempo-
rary food permits, but it’s 
only a three hour market; 
the cost of a permit is go-
ing to cut into any mon-
ey that they might make,” 
Skalbite said. “Because it 
benefits the town, we ask 
that that gets waived.”

The Select Board 
unanimously approved the 
use of Dave Grieve Park, 
but could not waive the 
Board of Health fees, and 
directed Skalbite to make 
the request to that board at 
its next meeting.

Town Administrator’s 
report

Town Administrator 
Jennifer Wolowicz started 
her report by announcing 
a grant that the town will 
receive through the De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection for $87,806.42 
to purchase electric vehicle 
charging stations as part of 
the commonwealth’s Elec-
trical Vehicle Incentive 
Program.

“Justin was the person 
who applied for this grant, 
so I thank him for doing 
that,” Wolowicz said.

The grant will fund the 
installation of eight electric 
vehicle charging stations, 
with two ports on State 

Street, two on Park Road 
and four on Main Street.

“These are all through 
the grant, there is no cost to 
the town,” Wolowicz said. 
“These devices are able to 
have a charging function, 
so the people that use them 
have to pay to use them, 
so that will be something 
they will set up through the 
debit card.”

Wolowicz said there 
is a website for people 
who have EV cars to find 
charging stations while 
traveling. As of Aug. 18, 
sites like ChargeFind-
er.com, PlugShare.com, 
and ChargingAtlas.com 
indicate that with eight 
charging ports, the town 
would be the largest pro-
vider of electric vehicle 
charging compared to the 
surrounding towns.

“We just finished all 
the contract paperwork, 
and that’s going to get 
started over the next cou-
ple months,” Wolowicz 
said.

Wolowicz then an-
nounced the upcoming 
opening of the warrant for 
the Special Town Meeting, 
which has been scheduled 
for Monday, Oct. 26.

“That was something 
that the Finance Depart-
ment spoke with myself 
and (Town Clerk) Mary 
Watson to make sure we 
weren’t interfering with 
her election cycle,” Wolo-
wicz said.

Wolowicz included 
a mention of the Lions 
Club’s Motorcycle Ride for 
Sight on Sunday, Sept. 13.

“All money raised is 
going to the Massachusetts 
Lions Eye Research Fund,” 
said Lions member Curt 
Jameson.

PARK  ❙  from page 1

Barry added that the defi-
nition will define the intent of 
the ordinances to offer further 
clarity. Ballou said that some 
uses that were called out pre-
viously did not include defini-
tions and were left up to inter-
pretation, so the new version 
will make these definitions 
more clear. 

Councillor Ryan Gauth-
ier asked Ballou for an ex-
ample of changes that were 
made.

“Dog kennels were one 
that weren’t called out be-
fore, so now we have a defi-
nition for that and where it’s 
allowed,” Ballou said. “Mi-
cro-breweries, that’s another 
one that was not defined and 
we now have a definition for 
that. That way, when people 
look at it, they can see what is 
allowed.”

Another use that was 
mentioned were vehicle ser-
vicing and vehicle repair, 
which Ballou said have defi-

nitions in the new Code of Or-
dinances.

With no other discussion, 
the council voted to accept the 
amended Code of Ordinances.

The council then held 
another hearing regarding 
an amendment to the town’s 
Code of Ordinances, this time 
regarding signs.

“The purpose of this 
amendment is to establish reg-
ulations for blade signs within 
the village center,” read Bar-
ry. “Blade signs are defined 
as small, two-sided signs that 
project perpendicular to a 
building, and are intended to 
enhance business visibility for 
pedestrians.”

The amendment sets 
standards governing the num-
ber, size, location, height, pro-
jection, and illumination of 
blade signs, while clarifying 
that these standards cannot be 
modified through the Special 
Permit process.

With no concerns, the 
council passed the amend-
ment unanimously.

PLANNER  ❙  from page 1

Lot 2 Briar Cr. Ware 
UPSCALE ESTABLISHED 

SUBDIVISION
Cul de sac

Mother in law / 
ADU possibilities

Walking distance to schools
Town water and sewer
Underground electric 
By owner $94,995

413-813-1104

Veterans Day Salute
The Journal Register ~ November 5, 2026
The Journal Register will be saluting our local veterans

(from all wars and branches, including honoring deceased veter-
ans), reservists, active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown

by email to dflynn@turley.com or drop off a photo to
The Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 20, 2026.

There is no cost to submit a photo. No photos will be 
accepted after deadline. If you would like to use 

a prior submitted photo, please contact Dan Flynn 
no later than October 13th (413) 297-5886.
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Business Hours
 Monday - Saturday 10 AM – 8 PM

Sunday 10 AM – 7 PM

LOCAL OWNERSHIP MICHAEL HAR-
RIS

VETERAN OWNED BUSINESS

We Offer A 
Huge Variety To Choose From

Stop In Today!

Please Consume Responsibly

Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. For use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of the reach of children.
 This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose 
potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, 

coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of edible marijuana may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA.

Edibles  •  Tinctures  •  Vapes
Flower  •  Topicals  •  Concentrates

Canna Retreat was founded from a personal 
story of resilience. Created by an Army veteran 
who discovered comfort from using cannabis 
during his darkest days, our mission extends 

beyond selling products. 

After the devastating loss of 
his son, a Marine veteran, the 
owner of Canna Retreat dealt 
with sleepless nights and 
horrible grief. This personal 
experience ignited a passion 
to create Canna Retreat, a 
dispensary that stands as a 
sanctuary for the everyday 
person as well as supporting 
the veteran community.

Visit today and vacation at 
home!

Mike Harris, Proprietor

1240 Park Street, 
Palmer MA 01069
CannaRetreat.com
413-289-6079

DEADLINE
The Journal Register 
deadline for public 

submissions to Mondays. 
To get your submission 

in for that week’s edition 
space permitting, 

email Editor at 
journalregster@turley.com 

or call the office at 
413-283-8393 

by noon on Mondays. 
We appreciate the 

cooperation of our readers.

CORRECTIONS 
The Journal Register will 
gladly correct factual er-
rors that appear in this pa-
per. Corrections or clarifi-
cations will always appear 
on Page 2 or 3. 

To request a correction, 
send an email to: 

journalregister@turley.com, 
or call (413) 283-8393. 
Corrections may also be 
requested in writing at:  

Journal Register, 
Attn: Editor, 

24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA, 01069

948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, August 22nd
7pm-11pm

Pure Country
EVERY FRIDAY

Karaoke
EVERY SUNDAY

DARTS
LUCK OF THE DRAW

5:30pm • All Welcome

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Wise Guys

MUSICAL BINGO
7:30-9pm

Upcoming
Saturday, September 12th

7pm-11pm

Pure Country

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer

zachf@turley.com

BARRE – The Tewks-
bury Public Library hosted Dr. 
Stephen Rich, a professor of 
microbiology at the Universi-
ty of Massachusetts Amherst 
to give a presentation about 
ticks and tick borne diseases. 

The presentation was 
held on Zoom, and offered to 
many libraries in the state, in-
cluding the Woods Memorial 
Library.

Lyme disease
The presentation started 

with Rich talking about Lyme 
disease, one of the diseases as-
sociated with ticks. 

Rich said it was discov-
ered in 1975, because young 
people were experiencing ju-
venile arthritis. He said doc-
tors looked into it, and found 
that the arthritis was being 
caused by a bacterium that is 
spread through ticks. 

According to Rich, Lyme 
disease became a reportable 
disease to the Centers for 
Disease Control in 1991, and 
cases in North America have 
increased since then.

Rich said that as of 2026, 
Lyme disease is the most 
common vector borne disease 
in the continent. He said New 
England is a common place to 
find them because of our large 
population of white-tailed 
deer, which he said can have 
thousands of ticks at a time on 
them.

Rich said historically, 
Lyme disease was not thought 
of as something that could af-
fect humans, but more of an 
agricultural problem. He said 
people often thought of it as 
just infecting cows and chick-
ens. 

He said a lot of the 
thought around vector diseas-
es has been around mosqui-
toes, since they carry malar-

ia, yellow fever and Dengue 
fever. 

He said there are differ-
ences in the biology of tick 
borne and mosquito borne dis-
eases, as tick borne diseases 
are infections of wildlife that 
spill over into humans, and 
cannot be prevented by a vac-
cine. 

Tick life cycle
Rich said the life cycle 

of a black-legged tick is two 
years, and it has different 
stages including egg, larval, 
nymphal and adult. He said 
in each stage of the tick’s life 
other than the egg, they only 
take one blood meal. 

He said if people can pre-
vent ticks from getting onto 
them, they can help prevent 
the life cycle of that one tick 
from completing. 

He said a female tick can 
lay up to 5,000 eggs at a time. 
Rich said Lyme disease spread 
is most common in the nymph-
al stage because it feeds for 
a long time, and gives more 
time for anything in the tick to 
enter into the blood. 

Tick behavior
Rich said ticks do not 

jump, fly or fall from the air, 
rather they quest. He said 
questing is crawling to the 
edge of a surface such as a 
branch or leaf, and if some-
thing comes close enough to 
it, crawling on it. 

He said there are various 
ticks that live their whole life 
on one animal.

Lyme vaccine
Rich said there is not 

currently a vaccine for Lyme 
disease available to the public, 
although one is being worked 
on. He said even if we did 
have a successful Lyme vac-
cine, it would just target that 
one bacterium that causes it, 
and not target the many other 
diseases ticks can cause. 

He said people should not 
go backwards in protecting 

themselves if there is a vac-
cine for Lyme. 

Other diseases from ticks
He said other than Lyme 

disease, there are diseases 
called ehrlichiosis and an-
aplasmosis. He said about 
10%+ of black-legged ticks 
test postive for anaplasmosis, 
and it is widely known by doc-
tors in the northeast, but not 
many other places. 

Babesiosis is another dis-
ease that is spread by ticks, 
which Rich said is a parasite 
that infects red blood cells, 
and does not respond to an-
tibiotics like other tick borne 
diseases. He said the treatment 
for this are anti-malarials. 

Powassan is a virus 
spread by ticks, Rich said, 
which is similar to West Nile 
virus spread by mosquitoes, 
and can cause encephalitis. He 
said most cases of it are in the 
northeast, and the majority of 
people who get it do not end 
up in the severe circumstance 
of encephalitis.

He said alpha-gal syn-
drome is another disease that 
can be spread by ticks, and is 
most commonly known for 
people infected developing an 
allergy to red meat. He said it 
is spread by the lone-star tick, 
and was discovered in the mid 
2000s. 

He said there is no test 
to determine presence in the 
body, but it is a clinical diag-
nosis. He said about 450,000 
Americans may be affected, 
but only a small percent of 
them have the full effects of 
the disease.

Prevention of disease
Rich said there is not 

much that can be done to erad-
icate ticks on a grand scale, 
and the efforts are individual 
and localized. He said to pre-
vent disease, it’s best to un-
derstand the risks of ticks and 
practice mitigation strategies. 

Rich said any tick borne 

disease starts with a tick bite, 
and not every tick is affected 
by a disease. He said the risk 
of disease increases with feed-
ing time. 

Rich said ticks are most 
active in the spring months 
and around Halloween, with 
some peaks in activity in the 
summer. He said they are not 
very active in January or Feb-
ruary. 

He said right now, we are 
getting close to the time of 
year where there is a decrease 
in adult ticks and an increase 

in nymphal ticks. 
Some mitigation strate-

gies Rich presented include 
wearing light colored cloth-
ing, tucking pants into socks, 
and checking for ticks after 
being outdoors. He said there 
are some repellants that have 
DEET and picaridin, which 
are safe to use and effective. 

He said for topical use of 
these, they have to be replaced 
every few hours.

Rich said people  can also 
treat their clothes with aca-
ricide or permethrin, which 

are toxic to ticks but have 
low toxicity for humans. He 
said there are yard barriers, 
but they have to be replaced 
and can unintentionally harm 
pollinators. Rich said natural 
products may not be safe or 
effective. 

About Dr. Rich
Other than being a pro-

fessor at UMass, Rich owns 
a company called MedZu 
Inc., which provides services 
to tickreport.com, which is a 
website that gives risk assess-
ments about ticks.

UMass microbiology professor gives lecture on ticks

The August 27 issues of The Journal Register will be 
DIRECT MAILED to all residents! This is a 

great opportunity to reach many potential customers.

CONTACT DAN AT 413-297-5886
DFLYNN@TURLEY.COM

NOTE DEADLINE:
➤ August 27 issue deadline is 

Tuesday, August 25.

Don’t Miss Out!
1 WEEK
LEFT!
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Low cost 
tutoring & 
scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at the 
Palmer Public Library, 
here to help you meet 
your educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: director@topfloorlearning.orgemail: director@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, HiSET 

English, Writing & Math
Computer/Tech

• Basic Computer Use
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTORING
AVAILABLE
Meet Your Professional & 

Educational Goals

COMPUTER SECURITY
Need a secure password?

Been Phished? Fake emails?
Social Engineering - How to avoid!

What to do when you’re hacked
June 17 at 1 p.m.  $20 

Top Floor Learning Computer Lab

Starting April 8, tutors will be available 
from 1:30 to 6:30 pm on Wednesdays

During the week of Aug. 
2-8, the Palmer Police De-
partment responded to 63 
building checks, 45 motor ve-
hicle stops, 18 motor vehicle 
violations, 102 informational 
calls, 23 medical emergen-
cies, 10 animal complaints, 
35 calls for officers wanted, 
25 alarms, 14 silent, acciden-
tal, abandoned or hung up 
911 calls, five fire calls, nine 
theft or fraud calls, nine in-
vestigations, 10 motor vehicle 
accidents, 14 motor vehicle 
releases, nine general ser-
vices, 11 out of jurisdiction 
reports, 13 assists to other 
agencies and 12 transports.

Sunday, Aug. 2
12:07 a.m. Investigation, 

Wilbraham Street
8:57 a.m. Alarm Fire/

Smoke/CO, Main Street
10:14 a.m. Alarm Bur-

glar/Hold-Up/Panic, Main 
Street

10:55 a.m. Investigation, 
Main Street

11:39 a.m. Investigation, 
Main Street

12:10 p.m. Alarm Bur-
glar/Hold-Up/Panic, Main 
Street

12:22 p.m. Hazard-Wire/
Pole/Tree, Park Street

1:28 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Wright Street

2:03 p.m. Investigation, 
Palmer Road

3:19 p.m. Hazard-Wire/
Pole/Tree, Breckenridge 
Street

4:21 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Shearer Street

5:02 p.m. Medical 
Alarm, Gates Street

6:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Violations, Boston Road

Arrest: Oscar V. Alvarez, 
31, Springfield 

OUI Liquor or .08%; 
Marked Lanes Violation; 
Negligent Operation of Motor 
Vehicle; Unlicensed Opera-
tion of Motor Vehicle; Unreg-
istered Motor Vehicle

6:18 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Lawrence Street

7:13 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Mt. Dumplin 
Road and North Main Street

8:57 p.m. Alarm Burglar/
Hold-Up/Panic, Main Street

11:25 p.m. Medical 
Emergency, Wright Street

Monday, Aug. 3
3:21 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Thorndike Street
3:47 a.m. Alarm Bur-

glar/Hold-Up/Panic, Church 
Street

5:39 a.m. Fire- Gas Leak/
Odor, Wright Street

5:45 a.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Barker Street

6:02 a.m. Hazard- Wire/
Pole/Tree, Robinson Street

6:09 a.m. Water Leak/
Hazard, Wilbraham Street

6:45 a.m. Water Leak/
Hazard, Thorndike Street

6:46 a.m. Hazard-Wire/
Pole/Tree, State Street and 
River Street

7:34 a.m. Hazard- Wire/
Pole/Tree, Gates Street and 
Ware Street

7:50 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Disabled, Park Street and Ma-
son Street

8:49 a.m. Hazard, Ware 
Street and High Street

9:05 a.m. Disturbance, 
Wright Street

9:12 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Sykes Street

9:49 a.m. Missing/Run-
away, Danielle Drive

9:56 a.m. Hazard- Wire/
Pole/Tree, Overlook Drive

9:57 a.m. Medical Mutu-
al Aid, Palmer Road

10:03 a.m. Warrant Ser-
vice, Wright Street

Arrest: Michelle D. Hale, 
53, Holyoke

Warrants
10:10 a.m. Medical Mu-

tual Aid, Greenwich Plains 
Road

10:28 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Disabled, Bourne Street and 
Sykes Street

10:59 a.m. Hazard-Wire/
Pole/Tree, Gates Street

2:00 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, North Main Street

3:30 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

4:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Abandoned, Meadowbrook 
Lane

4:38 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, High Street

5:26 p.m. Check Well 
Being, Park Street

9:14 p.m. Medical Mutu-
al Aid, North Street

9:28 p.m. Missing/Run-
away, Wright Street

10:41 p.m. Theft, Emery 
Street

10:53 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Bennett Street\

Tuesday, Aug. 4
7:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Park Violation, Kelley Street 
and High Street

7:51 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, South Street

8:07 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Boston Road

10:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Beacon Drive

11:42 a.m. Medical 
Emergency, Thorndike Street

12:00 p.m. Hazard, 
Shearer Street

1:06 p.m. Investigation, 
Main Street

1:11 p.m. Vandalism, 
Emery Street

1:21 p.m. Suspicious Ve-
hicle, Belchertown Street

1:38 p.m. Hazard, Cedar 
Hill Street and Flynt Street

1:39 p.m. Check Well 
Being, Palmer Road

Arrest: Justin J. Coyer, 
48, Three Rivers

Disorderly Conduct; Re-
sist Arrest; Railroad Track 
Walk/Ride On; Vandalize 
Property; Witness/Juror/Po-
lice/Court Official, Intimidate

3:54 p.m. Investigation, 
River Street

5:06 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Repossession, Old Farm 
Road

5:09 p.m. Hazard-Wire/
Pole/Tree, River Street

5:13 p.m. Fraud, Main 
Street

7:18 p.m. Public Service, 
Main Street

8:14 p.m. Disturbance, 
North Main Street

9:31 p.m. Alarm Burglar/
Hold-Up/Panic, Third Street

9:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Disabled, Pleasant Street and 
Main Street

Wednesday, Aug. 5
2:37 a.m. Suspicious Ve-

hicle, North Main Street
5:34 a.m. Theft, Belanger 

Street
6:18 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Oak Street
8:56 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Ware Street
9:46 a.m. Check Well 

Being, Main Street
11:06 a.m. Alarm Fire/

Smoke/CO, Quaboag Valley 
Co Op

11:41 a.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Sykes Street

1:32 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

1:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Park Violation, Thorndike 
Street

1:41 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

2:23 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Sykes Street

4:54 p.m. Investigation, 
Main Street

5:33 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, South Main Street

6:03 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Park Street

8:42 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Wright Street

10:10 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Spring Street

11:21 p.m. 911 Silent, 
Thorndike Street

Arrest: Tyler C. White, 
33, Wilbraham

Warrant
11:56 p.m. Medical 

Emergency, Beacon Drive

Thursday, Aug. 6
1:56 a.m. Disturbance, 

Thorndike Street
4:46 a.m. Alarm Fire/

Smoke/CO, Pleasant Street
8:44 a.m. Hazard-Wire/

Pole/Tree, Walnut Street and 
Pleasant Street

9:38 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Palmer Street and 
Fuller Street

10:09 a.m. Medical Lift 
Assist, Main Street

10:12 a.m. Investigation, 
North Main Street

10:40 a.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Main Street

11:57 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Beacon Drive

12:30 p.m. Hazard-Wire/
Pole/Tree, State Street

12:41 p.m. Check Well 
Being, Park Street and Breck-
enridge Street

1:02 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

1:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Mass Turnpike

1:43 p.m. Check Well 
Being, Foster Street

2:19 p.m. Theft, North 
Main Street

2:31 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Sykes Street

3:34 p.m. Found Proper-
ty, North Main Street

4:11 p.m. Unwanted Per-
son, Wright Street

4:49 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Mt. Dumplin 
Road

5:37 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, High Street

5:48 p.m. Medical Mu-
tual Aid, Boston Road

6:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Disabled, Wilbraham Street

6:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Repossession, Off Lariviere 
Street

6:40 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Quaboag Valley Co 
Op

6:49 p.m. Medical 
Emergency, Shearer Street

8:14 p.m. Fraud, Squier 
Street

8:55 p.m. Investigation, 
Cote Road

9:13 p.m. Unwanted 
Person, North Main Street

11:11 p.m. Fire-Mutual 
Aid, Glendale Circle

11:37 p.m. Assault, 
High Street

Arrest: Jasmine 
Lazarick, 31, Bondsville

Assault and Battery; 
Assaykt and Battery with 
Dangerous Weapon; Assault 
and Battery on Police Offi-
cer; Resist Arrest; Disroder-
ly Conduct; Vandalize Prop-
erty; Vandalize Property

Friday, Aug. 7
7:18 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Accident, Main Street and 
Central Street

8:06 a.m. Medical 
Emergency, North Main 
Street

8:53 a.m. Medical 
Emergency, Beacon Drive

10:16 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Accident, Park Street

1:56 p.m. Theft, Wilbra-
ham Street

2:23 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Commercial Street

2:51 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Flynt Street

3:25 p.m. Lost Property, 
Thorndike Street

3:42 p.m. Trespass 
Complaint, Chapel Street

3:56 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, South Hadley

4:58 p.m. Theft, Davis 
Auto, Wilbraham Street

5:29 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Abandoned, Wilbraham 
Street

5:50 p.m. Fraud, Ford 
Street

7:30 p.m. Medical 
Emergency, Meadowbrook 
Lane

9:41 p.m. Electrical 
Fire, South Main Street

9:48 p.m. Alarm Bur-
glar/Hold-Up/Panic, Sykes 
Street

9:53 p.m. Hazard, River 
Street

10:26 p.m. Motor Ve-
hicle Accident, South Main 
Street

Saturday, Aug. 8
1:02 a.m. Medical 

Emergency, Wright Street
7:26 a.m. Water Leak/

Hazard, Beech Street
8:20 a.m. Disturbance, 

Wright Street
9:03 a.m. Alarm Fire/

Smoke/CO, Fairview Street
9:14 a.m. Alarm Bur-

glar/Hold-Up/Panic, Fair-
view Street

9:18 a.m. Hazard- Wire/
Pole/Tree, Olney Road

9:59 a.m. Medical Mu-
tual Aid, Hardwick Road

10:30 a.m. Medical Mu-
tual Aid, Pine Drive

12:34 p.m. Lost Proper-
ty, Boston West Road

4:10 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Thorndike Street

5:20 p.m. Medical 
Emergency, Emery Street

5:43 p.m. Medical Mu-
tual Aid, Warren Police De-
partment

6:03 p.m. Fire-Smoke, 
Lauren Drive

6:03 p.m. Alarm Bur-
glar/Hold-Up/Panic, Wilbra-
ham Street

6:19 p.m. Hazard-Wire/
Pole/Tree, Pleasant Street

7:15 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Lauren Drive and 
River Street

7:47 p.m. Check Well 
Being, River Street

8:03 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Bennett Street

8:27 p.m. Suspicious 
Vehicle, North Main Street

9:15 p.m. Medical 
Emergency, Shearer Street

9:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Depot Street

9:29 p.m. Check Well 
Being, Emery Street

10:17 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Bennett Street

11:28 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Shearer Street

Public safety
 Palmer Police Logs

During the week of Aug. 
10-16, the Monson Police 
Department responded to 
six miscellaneous calls, 34 
administrative calls, seven 
property checks, 24 traffic 
assignments, three traffic vi-
olations, one motor vehicle 
accident, two safety hazards, 
14 investigations, one assist 
other agencies, 40 police ve-
hicle checks, 22 motor vehicle 
stops, eight directed patrols, 
33 details/overtimes, nine 
phone calls and three calls 
for general info.

Monday, Aug. 10
12:57 a.m. Suspicious/

Wanted 
2:19 a.m. Animal Com-

plaint
2:23 p.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
6:38 p.m. Safety Hazard
8:54 p.m. Abandoned 

911 Call
9:08 p.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
10:10 p.m. Alarm

Tuesday, Aug. 11
6:42 a.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
9:58 a.m. Traffic Viola-

tion
10:05 a.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
1:29 p.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
9:09 p.m. Suspicious/

Wanted 

Wednesday, Aug. 12
9:22 a.m. Animal Com-

plaint
3:02 p.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
3:29 p.m. Traffic Viola-

tion
6:25 p.m. Trespass/Un-

wanted 

Thursday, Aug. 13
2:16 a.m. Abandoned 

911 Call
10:43 a.m. Suspicious/

Wanted 
6:10 p.m. Safety Hazard

Friday, Aug. 14
1:59 a.m. Animal/In-

jured/Hunted
7:37 a.m. Alarm
8:48 a.m. Service of a 

Summons
10:30 a.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
11:43 a.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
12:10 p.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
12:20 p.m. Traffic Viola-

tion

1:53 p.m. Odor (Strange/
Unknown)

3:03 p.m. Investigation/
Follow Up

Saturday, Aug. 15
10:39 a.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
11:29 a.m. Abandoned 

911 Call
1:21 p.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
6:15 p.m. Community 

Policing
6:36 p.m. Abandoned 

911 Call
8:06 p.m. Abandoned 

911 Call
9:02 p.m. Suspicious/

Wanted 
10:43 p.m. Transport 

Service
11:02 p.m. Suspicious/

Wanted 

Sunday, Aug. 16
10:14 a.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
11:13 a.m. Alarm
1:55 p.m. Animal In 

Progress/Dangerous
2:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Crash No Injuries
3:31 p.m. Suspicious/

Wanted
5:01 p.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat

 Monson Police Logs

MONSON – The Mon-
son Fire Department respond-
ed to 16 EMS calls and three 
fire calls for the week of Aug. 
10-16.

On Wednesday, Aug. 12 
at 9:28 a.m., the department 
responded to Blanchard Road 

Extension for a fuel spill. The 
department returned to ser-
vice at 9:52 a.m. 

On Thursday, Aug. 13 
at 4:48 p.m., the department 
responded in the area Ma-
comber Road for a smoke 
investigation. The department 

returned to service at 5:02 
p.m.

On Friday, Aug. 14 at 
1:56 p.m., the department re-
sponded to 110 Main St. for 
an odor investigation. The de-
partment returned to service 
at 2:08 p.m.

 Monson Fire Logs

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Collette Vacations
Reflections of Italy - 
May 4-13, 2027

Sept. 26  ...... Pickity Place Lunch ..................................$130
Nov. 7 .......... Great Gatsby at PPAC  .............................$165
Dec. 5 .......... Vermont Country Store with Lunch .......$175
March 1 ....... 12-Night Caribbean Cruise ...........from $2499
March 8-14 .. Charleston, Savannah, Jekyll Island .....$4149
May 23 ........ 7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...............from $1799

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

ful start to the school year,” 
said Diane Vadnais, a Board 
member for the Three Rivers 
Chamber of Commerce.

School bus driver Brian 
Toelken, of J.P. McCarthy 
Bus Company, is thanked for 
donating his time to operate 
the collections bus.

Meanwhile, area craft-
ers, growers and creators 
were thrilled to have another 
opportunity to connect with 
the community. Guests also 
enjoyed meeting Maggie the 
Clown, formerly of Ringling 
Bros. Circus.

To learn more about 
upcoming events presented 
by the Chamber, visit www.
threeriversmachamber.com.

MARKET  ❙  from page 1

Turley Photos by Kevin Flanders

Palmer’s Alice Peabody represented Gotta Dance.Amanda Farace kept guests cool with treats from Batch Ice Cream.

Abbie Meulemans, of Chicopee, shared her love 
of reading with guests. Bus driver Brian Toelken collected school supplies with Diane Vadnais.

Musical entertainment was provided throughout the evening.

Members of J. Stolar Insurance Agency greeted guests.

Jason Larrier and Paulette Benetti represented FosterMA.

Sheryl and Chris Upchurch, of Palmer, welcomed guests.
Springfield’s Holly Berardi showed off handmade 
charm bracelets.

Several school supplies were collected to 
benefit K-12 students in Palmer.

USDA INSP. 

TURKEY BREAST ..........................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

CENTER CUT PORK LOIN CUT-FREE .......... $199
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT PORK
LOIN CHOPS ............................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
8/20/26-8/26/268/20/26-8/26/26

USDA INSP.  IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP 13/15
COUNT SHELL ON 2 LB BAG ..........
 

USDA INSP. CHEF PIERRE

RICOTTA & CHOCOLATE
CHIP PIE 28 OZ  ..................................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

ea

USDA INSP. NATURE’S BEST

WHOLE COOKED
CRAWFISH 2 LB .............................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB. BAG ...........
$249

lb

lb

ea

lb
$299

$777

$179

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SPARE RIBS TWIN PAK  ...
$259

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$529
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

99¢
lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE 
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKENS .............................
USDA INSP. SKINLESS

KAYEM HOT DOGS 2 LB. BOX ..........

$499

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGHS TRAY PAK ..............

$499USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. 

SWISS CHEESE .............................
$444

lb

lb
$1099

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
STEAKHOUSE

TIPS

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI

 
 

$999
ea

$1299
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

$1888
ea
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Town of Wales
Zoning Board of Appeals

In accordance with the provi-
sions of MGL Ch 40A §10 &§11, 
the Wales Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a public hearing 
on August 27th, 2026, at the 
Wales Senior Center at 5:30 
p.m. on the application submitted 
by Bethany Sivula of 17 Orchard 
Rd. in Wales. The application is 
being reviewed by the ZBA due 
to the access to the site being 
on a private road, therefore safe 
vehicle and emergency access 
must be ensured prior to building 
permit approval. Any person in-
terested and wishing to be heard 
of this application should refer 
to August 27th, 2026, agenda 
on the Zoning Board of Appeals 
page on the town website (www.
townofwales.net). If you have 
any questions or concerns, please 
email planning@townofwales.net
08/13, 08/20/2026

Town of Wales
Conservation Commission
In accordance with the Wet-

land Protection Act, Chapter 
131, Section 40, a Public Hear-
ing will be held by the Wales 
Conservation Commission on 
August 27th, 2026, at the Wales 
Senior Center (Old Stafford 
Rd. Wales, MA) at 6:00 PM, for 
a Notice of Intent filed by Nor-
cross Wildlife Foundation for the 
property located at 30 Peck Rd. 
Wales, MA 01081. Specifical-
ly, road construction consists of 
grading, widening and placing 
crushed gravel on the road for 
an upcoming ecological resto-
ration project. Please refer to 
the Town of Wales website or 
contact conservation@townof
wales.net for the agenda.
08/20/2026

Town of Wales
Conservation Commission
In accordance with the Wet-

land Protection Act, Chapter 131, 
Section 40, a Public Hearing will 
be held by the Wales Conser-
vation Commission on August 
27th, 2026, at the Wales Se-
nior Center (Old Stafford Rd. 
Wales, MA) at 6:00 PM, for a 
Request of Determination Appli-
cability filed by Joesph Trolio for 
the property located at 35 Shore 
Dr., Wales, MA 01081, instal-
lation of a dry well for an iron 
removal filter system. For more 
information regarding this ap-
plication contact conservation@
townofwales.net and visit our 
website for any updates.
08/20/2026

Town of Wales
Conservation Commission
In accordance with the Wet-

land Protection Act, Chapter 131, 
Section 40, a Public Hearing will 
be held by the Wales Conser-
vation Commission on August 
27th, 2026, at the Wales Se-
nior Center (Old Stafford Rd. 
Wales, MA) at 6:00 PM, for a 
Notice of Intent filed by Norcross 
Wildlife Foundation for the prop-
erty located at 46 McBride Rd. 
Wales, MA 01081. Specifically, 
Norcross proposes to remove in-
vasive common reed (Phramites 
asutralis) at Collins Parcel (46 
McBride Rd.). Please refer to the 
Town of Wales website or con-
tact conservation@townofwales.
net for the agenda.
8/20/2026

Town of Palmer 
Licensing Commission

Notice of Public Hearing
The Palmer Licensing Com-

mission will hold a public hear-
ing on Wednesday, September 
2, 2026 at 3:00 PM at the Palm-
er Town Building, 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer on the application 
for a transfer of license from 
Panther Dev Palmer LLC. lo-
cated at 1519 North Main Street 
Palmer to BL Partners, Inc.  Any 
persons interested in being heard 
should appear at the time and 
place above stated.

Town of Palmer 
Licensing Commission

08/20/2026

Town of Palmer 
Licensing Commission

Notice of Public Hearing
The Palmer Licensing Com-

mission will hold a public hear-
ing on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 2, 2026 at 3:10 PM at the 
Palmer Town Building, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer on the ap-
plication for a transfer of license 
from Ramadons Package Store 
Inc. located at 2020 Main Street 
Three Rivers to MANGAL, INC. 
DBA Three Rivers Package.  Any 
persons interested in being heard 
should appear at the time and 
place above stated.

Town of Palmer 
Licensing Commission

08/20/2026

Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts 

County of Hampden 
The Superior Court

CIVIL DOCKET 
#2679CV0515

RE: Monson Savings Bank v. 
Anthony C. Carpenter 

ORDER OF NOTICE 
BY PUBLICATION 

TO: Anthony C. Carpenter, 
has an address of 27 Crest Road, 
Monson, Massachusetts; in the 
County of Hampden; all in said 
Commonwealth; 

AND TO ALL PERSONS 
ENTITLED TO THE BENE-
FIT OF THE SERVICE MEM-
BERS’ CIVIL RELIEF ACT 
OF 1940 AS AMENDED 2003 
as amended: 

Monson Savings Bank, a 
banking institution with its prin-
cipal office located at 146 Main 
Street, Monson, Massachusetts 

claiming to be the holder of 
mortgage covering property 
known as 27 Crest Road, Mon-
son, Hampden County, Massa-
chusetts 

given by Anthony C. Carpen-
ter to Monson Savings Bank dat-
ed July 2, 2015 

recorded in Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds Book 20780, 
Page 335 has filed with said 
court a Complaint for authority 
to foreclose said mortgage in the 
manner following: by entry on 
and possession of the premises 
therein described and by exercise 
of the power of sale contained in 
said mortgage. 

If you are entitled to the bene-
fits of the Service Members’ Civ-
il Relief Act of 1940 as amended, 
and you object to such foreclo-
sure you or your attorney should 
file a written appearance and an-
swer in said court at Springfield 
in said County on or before Sep-
tember 15, 2026 or you may be 
forever barred from claiming that 

such foreclosure is invalid under 
said Act. 

WITNESS, Michael D. Ric-
ciuti, Esquire, Chief Justice of 
the Superior Court, at Spring-
field, Massachusetts, this 4th day 
of August, 2026. 

Laura S. Gentile, 
Clerk of the Courts

By:  Stephanie Roscoe
Assistant Clerk

08/20/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. 

HD26P1721PM
In the matter of:
Donald Warren
Of:  Palmer, MA
RESPONDENT

(Person to be Protected/
Minor) 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
CONSERVATOR OR OTHER 

PROTECTIVE ORDER 
PURSUANT TO 

G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 & §5-405
To the named Respondent 

and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been filed 
by Baystate Wing Hospital 
of Palmer, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging that 
Donald Warren is in need of a 
Conservator or other protective 
order and requesting that 

R i c h a r d  Wa r r e n  o f 
Belchertown, MA

Mark Warren of Cohoes, 
NY

( o r  s o m e  o t h e r  s u i t -
able person) be appointed as 
Conservator to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
disabled, that a protective order 
or appointment of a Conservator 
is necessary, and that the pro-
posed conservator is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with this 
court.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 
10:00 a.m. on the return date of  
09/09/2026. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by 
the return date, action may be 
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 

one may be appointed at State 
expense.

Witness, Hon.  Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: August 12, 2026 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

08/20/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. 

HD26P1712GD
In the matter of: 
Donald Warren 
Of: Palmer, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated Person 
CITATION GIVING NOTICE 

OF PETITION FOR 
APPOINTMENT OF 

GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respondent and 
all other interested persons, a pe-
tition has been filed by Baystate 
Wing Hospital of Palmer, MA 
in the above captioned matter al-
leging that Donald Warren is in 
need of a Guardian and request-
ing that 

Richard Warren of Belcher-
town, MA

Mark Warren of Cohoes, 
NY (or some other suitable per-
son) be appointed as Guardian 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
incapacitated, that the appoint-
ment of a Guardian is necessary, 
and that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition is on 
file with this court and may con-
tain a request for certain specific 
authority.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance at 
this court on or before 10:00 a.m. 
on the return date of 09/22/2026. 
This day is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by which you 
have to file the written appear-
ance if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the written ap-
pearance by the return date, ac-
tion may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you. In 
addition to filing the written ap-
pearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stat-
ing the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 days 
after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceed-

ing may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: August 11, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

08/20/2026

Trial Court of Massachusetts
The Superior Court
Worcester County 

Superior Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
Dennis P. McManus, 

Clerk of Courts
Docket Number 
2685CV00616 B

ORDER OF NOTICE 
BY PUBLICATION

M&T Bank
VS.

Siarhei Chumasau
WHEREAS a civil action has 

been begun against you in our 
Superior Court by M&T Bank

Wherein it is seeking; Breach 
of contract of the Defendants re-
garding a loan from M&T Bank

We COMMAND YOU if you 
intend to make any defense, that 
on 09/23/26 or within such fur-
ther time as the law allows you 
do cause your written pleading to 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of Court named above, in said 
Commonwealth, and further that 
you defend against said suit ac-
cording to law if you intend any 
defense, and that you do and re-
ceive what the Court shall order 
and adjudge therein.

Hereof fail not, at your peril, 
or as otherwise said suit may be 
adjudged and orders entered in 
your absence.

It appearing to this Court that 
no personal service of the Com-
plaint has been made on the de-
fendant a deputy sheriff having 
made a return on the summons 
that after diligent search he can 
find no one upon whom he can 
lawfully make service, a copy 
of which is hereto attached and 
made part of this notice, it is OR-
DERED that notice of this suit 
be given to them by publishing, 
once a week for three successive 
weeks, the last publication to be 
at least 20-days before said re-
turn day in the:

Newspaper: Journal Register
City/Town: Holland, Ma

Date Issued: 08/12/2026
Eric Thuotte

Assistant Clerk of Courts
08/20, 08/27, 09/03/2026

LEGAL NOTICE
Town of Holland 
Public Hearing 

Tuesday, September 1, 2026 
6:00 PM 

in the Holland Town Hall 
27 Sturbridge Road, 
Holland, MA 01521
May Brook Road 

Infrastructure Improvement 
Project Design Review

The Holland Select Board 
will conduct a public hearing on 
Tuesday, September 1, 2026, at 
6:00 p.m. at the Holland Town 
Hall located at 27 Sturbridge 
Road, Holland, MA regarding 
its FY22/23 CDBG grant to in-
clude the review of Engineering 
Plans regarding the May Brook 
Road Infrastructure Improve-
ment Project. During the hearing 
an overview of the project and 
proposed design will be provid-
ed, and the Select Board will 
seek public input on the project.

All persons with questions or 
comments regarding the perfor-
mance review will have an oppor-
tunity to be heard. Persons who 

require special accommodations 
for the hearing should contact 
the town several days prior to the 
hearing date at (413)-245-7108 
ext. 101. Those unable to attend 
can send written comments to the 
Holland Town Administrator, 27 
Sturbridge Road, Holland, Ma 
01521, Attn: Stacy Stout.

For further information con-
tact Sarah Maroney at PVPC at 
(413) 781-6045 or smaroney@
pvpc.org.
08/13, 08/20/2026

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT

26 SM 002578
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
Kurt M. Meacham; Rachel 

A. Meacham 
and to all persons entitled to 

the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act: 50 U.S.C. 
c. 50 § 3901 (et seq): 

Lakeview Loan Servicing, 
LLC 

claiming to have an interest in 
a Mortgage covering real prop-
erty in Palmer, numbered 1248 
South Main Street, given by Ra-
chel A. Meacham and Kurt M. 
Meacham to Mortgage Electron-
ic Registration Systems, Inc., as 
mortgagee, as nominee for Flag-
star Bank, FSB, dated September 
17, 2019, and recorded at Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 22858, Page 160, and 
now held by the plaintiff by as-
signment, has/have filed with this 
court a complaint for determina-
tion of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently 
have been, in the active military 
service of the United States of 
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act. 
If you object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned property 
on that basis, then you or your 
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or before 
September 28, 2026 or you may 
lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the grounds of 
noncompliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIP-
ER, Chief Justice of said Court 
on August 11, 2026.

Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder
08/20/2026

Town of Wales
Conservation Commission
In accordance with the Wet-

land Protection Act, Chapter 
131, Section 40, a Public Hear-
ing will be held by the Wales 
Conservation Commission on 
August 27th, 2026, at the Wales 
Senior Center (Old Stafford 
Rd. Wales, MA) at 6:00 PM, for 
a Notice of Intent filed by Nor-
cross Wildlife Foundation for the 
property located at 30 Peck Rd. 
Wales, MA 01081. Specifically, 
treatment of invasive plant spe-
cies. Please refer to the Town of 
Wales website or contact conser-
vation@townofwales.net for the 
agenda.

08/20/2026

Public notices

Now Accepting New Patients
WHY WHY 
GO TO GO TO 
URGENT URGENT 
CARE?CARE?

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham  • 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
(413) 599-1201 • Fax: (413) 596-2940 • www.pamcares.com

2 Convenient 
Locations! Most Insurances Accepted

Gary Nielan, M.D.
Kimberly Joyal Martins, M.D.
Amy Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly Dewey, M.D.
Priya Malik, M.D.
Thirza Lareau, M.D.
Melissa Maciborski, M.D.

Julia Komatsu, M.D.
Shatabdi Pinky, M.D.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, LMHC
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PARAMOUNT PIZZA
DINE IN FULL BAR

DINNER SPECIALS MONDAY - FRIDAYDINNER SPECIALS MONDAY - FRIDAY
20% OFF20% OFF

DINE-IN SPECIALSDINE-IN SPECIALS
Excludes Drink, Dine In Only. Excludes Daily Special

MONDAY:
Any Grinder w/fries & a beer $14.95

TUESDAY:
All Dinner 50% Off

WEDNESDAY:
8 pc. WIng w/ Fries & A Beer $14.95

THURSDAY:
Burger w/Fries & A Beer $14.95

FRIDAY:
Any Large Pizza, 10 Wings & 

A Bottle of Wine $39.95

Mon.-Fri. 11 am - 8 pm
Sat. 11 am - 10 pm • Sun. 12 noon - 9 pm

Celebrate at

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
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A LIFE OF LOVE, 
CARING AND 

GIVING

A remarkable 
and giving soul is 
deserving of an 
extraordinary sto-
ry. Patricia, affec-
tionately known as 
“Tricia”, lived a life 
of making everyone 
she encountered 
feel special, welcomed, and 
loved. Her life was defined by 
caring for others-her parents, 
her spouses, her friends, and 
ultimately, countless people 
who were fortunate enough to 
cross her path.

Tricia was a child of a 
very small family and an only 
child, with few relatives. She 
was the beloved daughter of 
Alvin and Dorothy Peterson 
Mederian of Monson. As 
both a child and an adult, she 
adored her father. She would 
ride on the back of his mo-
torcycle, clinging to him, and 
clearly remained Daddy’s lit-
tle girl regardless of her age.

Tricia graduated from 
American International Col-
lege with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in 1964 and con-
tinued her education at the St. 
Francis Hospital School of 
Medical Technology in Hart-
ford, Connecticut, graduating 
in 1965.

After completing her 
internship, Tricia headed to 
Chicago to begin a career in 
a big city. She joined a med-
ical equipment company and 
eventually was promoted to 
oversee the marketing for the 
entire Midwestern United 
States. She spent 11 years liv-
ing and working in Chicago, 
building a successful career 
and an independent life.

But career and adventure 
never outweighed family for 
Tricia. She left her career and 
returned to Monson to care 
for her father when he became 
ill. The duties of an only child 
can be heavy, but Tricia was 
quick to care for the father she 
adored.

Afterward, she returned 
to the West Coast, where she 
had been promoted to over-
see the Western states for 
the same medical equipment 
company. She lived in Holly-
wood and Los Angeles, where 
she developed a love for fish 
tacos and the unusual hobby 
of noncompetitive body build-
ing. She was very good at it.

Once again, fate called 
her home when her elderly 
mother, Dorothy became very 
ill. Tricia loved her mother 
dearly, Dorothy had sewn Tri-
cia’s riding outfits for horse 
competitions as well as many 
of her dresses, and she had 
taught her daughter to love 
cooking and enjoying rare 

dishes.
Tricia left her 

career for the sec-
ond time to care for 
her mother. After 
Dorothy’s passing, 
she decided to re-
main in Monson 
and settle into the 
family home.

Tricia joined 
Mercy Hospital in 
the Development 

Department, where she met 
wonderful people and staff. 
She very much appreciated 
her work and her coworkers at 
Mercy Hospital.

She later became friends 
with Robert “Bob” Fay, an 
older gentleman who was ac-
tive in church and community 
activities in the town of Mon-
son. Their friendship blos-
somed into marriage. They 
enjoyed church functions, and 
small-town community life 
and dreamed of selling their 
individual homes in Monson 
and building their “Dream 
Home”, a place designed to 
host and entertain their many 
friends and acquaintances.

Fate intervened once 
again when Bob became very 
ill during the construction of 
their new home. Tricia as-
sumed the role of full-time 
caregiver and cared for him 
24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, for more than six and 
half years. Caring for those 
she loved was simply part of 
who Tricia was.

Then, well into her six-
ties, another unexpected turn 
in life brought Richard Pel-
letier, J.D., into her world. 
While caring full-time for her 
elderly husband and needing 
assistance, Tricia arrived at 
Springfield Senior Services 
where they referred her to 
Richard who handled her case 
personally and efficiently, 
helping her organize and pre-
pare for her future.

When his professional 
engagement was complete, 
he invited Tricia to dinner 
for what was intended to be a 
purely social engagement.

That dinner became an 
invitation into his life-and into 
their shared life, forever.

Their relationship was 
a remarkable love story dis-
covered late in life. Tricia had 
spent so many years caring for 
others that she finally found 
herself being cared for and 
spoiled at every opportunity 
by someone who cherished 
and adored her. They both 
knew and celebrated the enor-
mous gift of the love affair 
they had discovered in the late 
Fall of their lives.

For the next 15 years, 
they bought and remodeled 
multiple homes in Massa-
chusetts and Florida. They 
traveled together to Rome, 

Florence, Venice and Milan 
several times, as well as Swit-
zerland, Croatia, Madrid, Bar-
celona, Nice and the South of 
France, Athens, Hawaii and 
many others. They created a 
life filled with travel, adven-
ture, beautiful homes, good 
food, family, friends, and 
most importantly, each other.

Richard enjoyed spoiling 
this woman.

Tricia, who had grown up 
in a very small family, sudden-
ly found herself embraced by 
a much larger one. Through 
Richard, she became part of a 
family that included his chil-
dren, four sisters, brothers-
in-law, nieces and nephews, 
seven grandchildren, a great 
grandchild, many friends and 
close clients. They welcomed 
her immediately and could 
see how very happy she made 
Richard and how deeply he 
adored her.

But what everyone who 
knew Tricia best understood 
was that she had a rare gift. 
She made people feel loved.

Tricia always wore a 
smile as warm and welcoming 
as a summer sun on your face. 
She could enter a restaurant, 
approach a complete stranger 
or a couple and say, “What a 
beautiful sweater you have”, 
or, “What a gorgeous neck-
lace you have there!” She had 
a remarkable ability to make 
people feel seen.

She lit up a room when 
she entered - not only because 
of her extraordinary beauty 
on the outside, but because of 
the extraordinary beauty that 
came from within.

At home, she loved host-
ing a couple or a small group, 
sometimes even people she 
barely knew, and making 
them feel, in the blink of an 
eye, not merely welcome but 
as though they had been dear 
friends for decades. Her joy 
was loving everyone.

Then, in one terrible af-
ternoon, Fate delivered its 
most devastating blow.

While out running er-
rands, including an oil 
change for her metallic blue 
Mustang convertible, Tri-
cia walked across a concrete 
floor, tripped, and hit her head 
HARD. The course of life 
changed in a single moment.

The Emergency Room, 
ICU, and Hospice were tra-
versed in one horrifying after-
noon. The life that had been 
full of caring, travel, laughter, 
family, friendship, and love 
was suddenly and irrevocably 
changed.

How Fate can reverse for-
tune in a second- or in just a 
day.

The care Tricia received 
from the Baystate staff in 
Springfield was extraordi-
nary, especially the Hospice 

staff who cared for her nine 
days and nights. Her old and 
new families surrounded her 
with love, as did her cousins 
and nieces, Richard’s sisters, 
friends, and many of Rich-
ard’s clients. Everyone who 
came to know her recognized 
that a very caring and loving 
human being had entered their 
lives-and that they were now 
facing the unbearable reality 
that she would never return.

Fate, can give, and Fate 
can take. Man plans…the 
gods laugh, so goes the old 
saying.

Yet Tricia’s life cannot be 
defined by the way it ended. It 
must be remembered for the 
way she lived.

She gave herself to 
the people she loved. She 
cared for parents. She cared 
for spouses. She welcomed 
strangers. She built friend-
ships. She embraced a new 
family. She found adventure. 
She traveled. She laughed. 
She loved deeply and late in 
life, she was given the extraor-
dinary gift of being loved just 
as deeply in return.

Tricia is survived by her 
cousins Jan Peterson of Had-
ley, Bob Peterson of Beacon 
Falls, CT, and John Peterson 
of Wilbraham. Her husband 
Bob Fay of Monson prede-
ceased her many years ago.

She also leaves behind 
her devastated longtime part-
ner and lover, Richard Pelleti-
er, J.D., of Palmer, Massachu-
setts and North Port, Florida; 
Richard’s son David Pelletier, 
and his wife Monica of West-
field and Richard’s daughter, 
Nicole Fyntrilakis and her 
husband Nicholas; Rich-
ard’s sisters and their spous-
es, Mary and Jim Wilson of 
Sturbridge, Maurita and Bill 
Eaton of Easthampton, Camie 
Lamica of Wilbraham, and 
Ann and Dave Allen of Ven-
ice, Florida and Wilbraham, 
Massachusetts as well as the 
many nieces, nephews, grand-
children, great-grandchild, 
friends, and others whose 
lives she touched.

Like the warm whisper 
of a wind from a sunny for-
est, she appeared ..then left 
us with a warm place in our 
hearts to remember her.

Now that she is gone, that 
space may feel a little cooler, 
a little less full.  But for those 
who were fortunate enough to 
know and love Tricia, it will 
never be empty.

Please join together in 
celebrating Tricia’s life on 
Sunday, August 30 at the 
Beers & Story Palmer Funer-
al Home with visitation from 
12 p.m. to 2 p.m. followed by 
words of remembrance at 2 
p.m.   For more information, 
please visit  www.beersand-
story.com.

Patricia “Tricia” Fay (Pelletier)
Obituaries

DEATH NOTICES
Vera E. (Broton) Borowik
Services Aug. 21, 2026
Beers & Story Funeral Home

Patricia “Tricia” Fay 
(Pelletier)
Services August 30, 2026
Beers & Story Funeral Home

Cynthia I. Nordin 
Died Aug. 12, 2026
Services Aug. 25, 2026
Lombard Funeral Home

Vera E. (Bro-
ton) Borowik, 105, 
passed peaceful-
ly with her family 
by her side at her 
daughter’s home in 
the Avery Heights 
Retirement Com-
munity in Hart-
ford, CT. Her 105 
years were filled 
with faith, love, 
and family.Vera’s 
strong faith, devotion to her 
Church and daily Masses sus-
tained her strength throughout 
her lifetime.

Her love of her family 
throughout her entire life was 
expressed in so many ways. 
You could count on her to 
be wherever she saw a need 
for caring and support. This 
could include her time, loyalty, 
homemade Polish meals, cards, 
visits, attending events, gifts 
and just being a “good sport”.

She received recognition 
and letters from organizations 
to which she made hundreds 
of crocheted shawls, lap and 
baby blankets for patients, vet-
erans, various Churches and 
those without homes. These 
organizations included Divine 
Mercy Church, St. John Bosco 
Church, Yale New Haven Hos-
pital, The March of Dimes, and 
The Connecticut Hospice, Inc. 
in Branford. Her many gifts of 
warmth also extended to family 
members and friends.

Vera kept active her en-
tire life with her walks, golfing 
with her husband, and at home 
pedaling until the very end. She 
was an avid fan of UCONN 
basketball, Rory McIlroy and 
the Boston Red Sox, through 
105 yrs. of their ups and downs. 
She remained feisty her entire 
life and managed to live her 
latter years doing it “her way”.

Vera was born in Bonds-
ville, MA on June 24, 1921. 
She was the ninth of twelve 
children born of the late 
Adam and Mary (Kos) Bro-
ton, who had emigrated from 
Poland in the late 1800s and 
made their home in Bonds-
ville on a thirteen acre farm. 
After completing school, she 
then lived in Springfield with 
a sister, working to help sup-
port her remaining family in 
Bondsville. During most of 
her working years she was a 
skilled solderer.

She then married the love 
of her life, Theodore J. Borow-
ik from Springfield on Octo-
ber 12, 1941 at St. Adalbert’s 
Church in Belchertown and 
continued to live in Springfield. 
When her father passed in 1942, 
Vera and Teddy moved back 
to Bondsville and lived on the 
farm with her sister Stephanie 
Graveline (Joseph) to support 
their mother. The United States 
was now involved in World War 
II, her husband was now in the 

Coast Guard and their 
daughter Susan was 
born in 1945. Thirteen 
years later Vera and 
her husband built a 
house next door to the 
farmhouse. She and 
Teddy enjoyed play-
ing golf together, their 
many friends, and 
traveling to Florida, 
Hawaii, Bermuda and 
Poland several times 

to maintain ties with the Kos 
and Borowik families. Even 
after her husband died in 1996, 
Vera stayed in their house until 
she was 90 years old. She then 
moved to Branford, CT to live 
closer to her family for the next 
ten years. In 2021, Vera moved 
to live with her daughter and 
son-in-law in a cottage in the 
Avery Heights Retirement 
Community in Hartford, CT.

Along with her parents, 
she is predeceased by her hus-
band Theodore J. Borowik, 
Susan’s husband Thomas Clo-
herty, her brothers, Adam, John 
and Ed Broton, sisters, Pauline, 
Irene and Carolyn Broton, So-
phie Lepianka, Anne Baker, 
Edna Howard, Stephanie “Kit-
ty” Graveline and Bertha Sa-
blak.

She is survived by her de-
voted daughter Susan Harrison, 
her three loving and very much 
loved grandchildren: Mark 
Zabawa (Linda DeCrescenzo), 
Krystyn Eggleton (David), and 
Beth Small (Dennis). She also 
leaves her adored great-grand-
children: Michael, Kelsey, Al-
lyson, and Sydnee Eggleton, 
Katherine and Lauren Small, 
and Theodore Zabawa.

Vera was fortunate to 
have nieces and nephews who 
always remembered her and 
loved her as she loved them. 
They included: Sylvia Cum-
mings, Patricia Korzec, Alice 
Petruzzi, Teresa Aubin, and Ed 
Sablak, Judy Graveline, Susan 
Graveline, Rosemarie Ric-
co, Marilyn Haryasz, William 
Borowik, John Borowik, Rich-
ard Smith, Joseph Lepianka 
and Frances Haley.

Vera’s life was made rich-
er by her entire family and the 
friends she enjoyed so much.

A funeral Mass to cele-
brate Vera’s life will be at Di-
vine Mercy Parish on Friday, 
Aug. 21 at 10 a.m. with burial 
to follow in Sts. Peter & Paul 
Cemetery. Please meet directly 
at the church.

The family wishes to ex-
tend a heartfelt thanks to Maria 
Harrison as well as the staff at 
Avery Heights and at accent-
Care Hospice for their loving 
support. In lieu of floral offer-
ings, donations can be made to 
St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, Phone: 800-822-6344 
or stjude.org/donate or Shriners 
Hospitals for Children, https://
donate.shrinerschildrens.org 

Vera E. (Broton) Borowik, 105
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MONSON – Cynthia I. 

(North) Nordin, 83, passed away 
peacefully at home, surrounded 
by the love of her family, on Au-
gust 12, 2026. Cynthia was born 
in Palmer, MA, on October 30, 
1942, to the late Ernest G. and 
Bernice H. (Henry) North. She 
was a graduate of Monson High 
School and Fitchburg State Uni-
versity.

Cynthia began her teaching 
career in the Wilbraham School 
District before retiring from 
the Monson Public Schools 
in 2004. She was an elementary 
and middle school teacher, spe-
cializing in reading, a subject 
that was a personal passion of 
hers.

Cynthia was a member of 
the First Church of Monson, 
Congregational, and the Mon-
son Garden Club. She was a past 
member and president of the 
Monson Athletic Boosters and 

served on the Board 
of Managers for the 
Monson Home for 
Aged People, where 
she was secretary for 
many years.

Cynthia was a 
devoted wife, moth-
er, grandmother, and 
friend. She enjoyed 
spending time with 
loved ones, taking 
morning walks with 
her friends, tending to her flow-
er gardens, swimming in her 
pool, and watching the Boston 
Red Sox.  She loved vacationing 
on the coast of Maine, as well 
as cruising in the Caribbean, 
visiting Europe, and traveling 
throughout the U.S. and Canada. 

Cynthia leaves her husband 
of 62 years, Glen N. Nordin; her 
daughters, Jill Walulak and her 
husband, Michael, Amy Nordin, 
and Kristin Nordin, all of Mon-
son; her grandchildren, Kurt 
Meshlovitz and Nicole Mesh-

lovitz; and her sister-
in-law, Janet Juneau. 
She was predeceased 
by her parents and 
her brothers, Robert 
and George North.

Funeral arrange-
ments have been 
entrusted to Lom-
bard Funeral Home 
of Monson. Visiting 
hours will be held 
Monday, Aug. 24, 

2026, from 4 to 6 p.m. at the fu-
neral home. A Funeral Service 
will be held Tuesday, Aug. 25, 
2026, at 10 a.m. at the funer-
al home. Burial will follow at 
Hillcrest Cemetery all located in 
Monson.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be made 
in Cynthia’s name to the Mon-
son Garden Club, P.O. Box 307, 
Monson, MA 01057, or the 
Monson Home for Aged People, 
106 Main Street, Monson, MA 
01057.

Cynthia I. Nordin
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www.penningtonpaintingco.net • 413-813-7328
Dustin Pennington
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ready 
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home and 
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interior needs
from touch 
ups to 
full painting 
renovations!

Dustin Pennington, Owner, Micah Hinckley, Co-Owner Dustin Pennington, Owner, Micah Hinckley, Co-Owner 
in front of their latest painting project at Workshop 13 in Ware.in front of their latest painting project at Workshop 13 in Ware.

Start your exterior projects today!

tired Monson High School 
history teacher and librarian, 
said of his 24-inch by 24-
inch acrylic on plywood.

But just when Morin was 
getting ready to say goodbye 
to the piece, his wife, Leslie 
Duthie, happened to pass by 
and offer a vastly different 
reaction.

Before long, at the en-
couragement of his family 
and friends, Morin submit-
ted the piece to a local juried 
show, then regional events. 
Each time, he fully expected 
his artwork to fall below the 
selection threshold for exhi-
bition.

And each time, “Earth-
quake in Death Valley” deliv-
ered shockwaves of success.

“‘Earthquake in Death 
Valley’  was inspired during 
a journey to the desert of the 
American Southwest,” Morin 
stated. “The ominous perva-
siveness of nature is intensi-
fied in remote locations far 
from civilization. This inten-
sity is enhanced when one’s 
focus is aimed at nature’s 
power of change and move-
ment.”

Earlier this week, it was 

announced that “Earthquake 
in Death Valley” was select-
ed for display at the Louvre, 
along with Morin’s “Taking 
It All In,” a 16 inch by 20-
inch acrylic on canvas.

“‘Taking It All In’  is 
a hallucinogenic image of 
the act of trying to take on 
the demands of a complex 
and sometimes complicat-
ed world,” Morin described. 
“Society keeps on giving us 
more – more sensory input, 
more sensory overload. Our 
interactions with it all change 
our perceptions, our under-
standings, and who we are. 
What we take in is up to us 
to define.”  

From Oct. 23-25, the 
two pieces will be physical-
ly displayed at Carrousel du 
Louvre, a massive gallery 
located at the museum’s sub-
level. Works from several 
other international artists will 
also be exhibited.

“It’s mind-blowing,” 
Morin said of learning that 
his works would be dis-
played at the world’s largest 
and most visited art museum. 
“It’s a huge honor to have 
this opportunity.”

The two acrylic pieces, 
as well as Morin’s “Yellow 

Dragon,” were digitally dis-
played on a large video mon-
itor this past June at One Art 
Space in New York City.

Those same three works 
will again be digitally dis-
played at the European 
Museum of Modern Art in 
Barcelona, Spain, from Oct. 
16-18.

For Morin, who entered 
his retirement in 2022 with 
no prior experience in flu-
id acrylics, the journey has 
shown that anything is pos-
sible when inspiration meets 
hard work and creativity.

“I’m always mixing the 
paints, trying new things, and 
using different color com-
binations,” Morin told The 
Journal Register.

Ironically, Morin has 
since viewed plenty of on-
line videos aimed at helping 
painters prevent their pieces 

from cracking. But without 
those unexpected cracks that 
spread through “Earthquake 
in Death Valley,” the piece 
might not be on the verge 
of appearing inside the pre-
eminent museum of the art 
world.

Looking ahead, Morin 
hopes his story will serve 
as an inspiration to younger 

artists. He easily could have 
kept his artwork at home, de-
spite receiving initial praise 
from family and friends, but 
he took the leap and submit-
ted his pieces to juried shows.

And, as it turned out, 
members of local juries, se-
lection committees for larger 
venues, and even the Lou-
vre’s staff agreed with his 
family and friends.

“Always be willing to 
experiment, put yourself out 
there, and never give up,” 
said Morin, who grew up in 
Brimfield. “I wasn’t expect-
ing this to go anywhere, but 
you never know where art 
can take you.”

To learn more about the 
artist, Morin’s Instagram ac-
count is: @alanj.morin.

Morin is also working on 
launching a website: www.
alanjmorin.net. It is still un-
der construction, but guests 
will eventually be able to 
visit and learn more about his 
works.

Morin thanks members 
of the Monson Arts Council 
for their constant support. He 
was involved in the council 
before his retirement, and he 
always enjoys working with 
fellow volunteers to promote 
local art and creativity.

ARTIST  ❙  from page 1

Arts Council
A request for $300 was 

made by the town’s Arts 
Council for an art installation 
at the town offices.

Wolowicz spoke on the 
Gifts to the Town Request 
from the Arts Council for an 
art installation.

“The Select Board and 
Town Administrator are 
thrilled to announce a collab-
orative effort with the Mon-
son Arts Council to celebrate 
and support the arts in our 
community,” Wolowicz said. 
“Starting in the fall, we will 
feature rotating visual art ex-
hibitions on the walls of the 
town offices at 110 Main St. 
These exhibitions will show-
case the work of local and 
regional artists through quar-
terly displays.

“As part of our ongoing 
commitment to the creative 
spirit that makes Monson 

so unique, these exhibitions 
will provide artists with a 
welcoming platform to share 
their work with the communi-
ty. By doing so, we aim to in-
fuse even more creativity and 
inspiration into Monson. As 
part of our continued commit-
ment to the creative spirit that 
makes Monson so special, 
these exhibitions will pro-
vide artists with a welcom-
ing space to share their work 
while bringing even more 
creativity and inspiration into 
our lives.”

Wolowicz said that this 
was conceived as a way for 
the Arts Council to display 
some of its inventory of art 
pieces that they aren’t able to 
display, and to create a plat-
form for local artists.

“The Arts Council has a 
collection, and we display it 
intermittently in the House of 
Art,” said Council President 
Alan Morin, “but we can’t 
necessarily get as much of the 

public in as we’d like to.”
Morin said that the in-

stallation will provide mini-
mal damage to the walls, 

“We just want to be able 
to present more art to the town 
and present it in a way where 
people will see it more often, 
and thereby stimulate them to 
maybe come and see the var-
ious shows that we do have at 
the Arts Council,” Morin said.

Oney asked if the art 
pieces were insured, and Mo-
rin confirmed that the art was 
insured by Richard Green In-
surance Agency.

“When we have our first 
one ready to go, we’re going 
to host a small reception for 
the artists that are going to be 
represented in that quarterly 
show, and people can come 
in and view them,” Wolowicz 
added.

The board voted unani-
mously to approve the release 
of the funds for the art instal-
lation at the Town Offices.

Senior Center stove
The board received a re-

quest for $2,617.17 to repair 
the stove in the Senior Center. 
Wolowicz provided  details 
on the request.

“A couple weeks ago, 
they actually had a suspect-
ed gas leak,” Wolowicz said. 
“The Fire Department had 
to be called, we closed the 
Senior Center for lunches. 
We made sure the center was 
not open until that was taken 
care of.”

Wolowicz said that a pre-
vious repair cost $615.50, and 
the necessary repairs to the 
left side of the stove will cost 
$2,001.67.

“This is a commercial 
stove that cooks all the meals 
for the Council on Aging,” 
Wolowicz said. “Without the 
left-side oven, certain meals 
that are favorites cannot be 
cooked.”

Wolowicz said that part 
of the cost was being provid-

ed by the Friends of Monson 
Senior Citizens, a group that 
raises funds for the Senior 
Council, but these repairs 
would deplete the funds set 
aside for other activities, such 
as the summer picnic and a 
planned trip to the Quabbin 
Reservoir.

“To provide meals on 
an everyday basis, five days 
a week, which also covers 
Meals on Wheels, I think this 
is a very good use of funds 
from the town account,” 
Wolowicz said.

The board voted unani-
mously to approve the use of 
the funds to repair the oven.

“I can’t think of anything 
better to use the Gifts to the 
Town money for than feeding 
some of our senior citizens 
who need the help,” Oney said.

Memorial Classic
The last request was for 

$4,000 for the town’s Me-
morial Classic half marathon 
and 5K road race, which was 

submitted by Lee Williams 
and Tara Slozak to be able to 
donate to Griffin’s Friends for 
families going through tough 
times with their children and 
honor two of the town’s res-
idents.

“They are going to be us-
ing the Unitarian Universal-
ist Church,” Wolowicz said. 
“They had a meeting with 
them a couple of weeks ago 
and they were approved to 
use that.”

The funds will cover 
expenses, including food, 
music, police detail, med-
als, T-shirts, and race timers. 
Wolowicz noted that the race 
has been held regularly since 
before she was with the town.

“It’s something you’ve 
done every year,” Wolowicz 
said. “It’s a really great race, 
and they have a lot of fun, and 
it’s for a great, great cause.

The board voted unani-
mously to release the funds 
for the event.

BOARD  ❙  from page 1

Submitted Photos

“Earthquake in Death Valley,” completed by Alan Morin in 2023, 
will be showcased at the Louvre Museum.

It’s mind-blowing.
It’s a huge honor 

to have this opportunity.
“

”
– Alan Morin

Read The Journal Register online at 
journalregister.turley.com
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
 New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MOVING SALE
MOVING SALE

184 OSBORNE ROAD, WARE
Aug. 22-Aug. 23, 9am-4pm

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage 
electronics, jewelry, coins, 
watches, military cameras, 
sports memorabilia, art, ster-
ling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham 
radio equipment, audio equip-
ment, toys, one item or entire 
estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. 
A veteran owned company. Call John at 
(413)206-6509. MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER.  

$27.40 to $32.21 per hour 
based on qualifications.  

Application and complete job description 
are available online at

 www.huntingtonma.us or by emailing 
admin@huntingtonma.us. 
Position is open until filled.  
Town of Huntington is an 

Equal Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

In observance of 
Labor Day, 

there will be an 

EARLY 
CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE.

To advertise, 
place your ad 
no later than 

NOON 
Thursday, 

Sept. 3, 2026

Thank You!

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Each week you’ll receive:
TOWN HALL NEWS  •  BUSINESS HAPPENINGS  •  AREA EVENTS  •  SPORTS

COMMUNITY STORIES  •  SCHOOL COVERAGE  •  CLASSIFIEDS & MORE!

CALL US 

1-413-283-8393
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING

YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

Use our website 
to securely subscribe 

online at
JOURNALREGISTER.TURLEY.COM
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Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________

City: ___________________________ State:  _________  Zip:  ___________

Phone: _________________________________________________________

Credit Card #: ___________________________________________________

Exp. Date: _______________________________  CVV2 code:  _____________

Signature ______________________________________________________

GIFT TO:

Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________

City: ___________________________ State:  _________  Zip:  ___________

New            Renewal          Gift A GIFT CARD WILL BE SENT TO ANNOUNCE YOUR GIFT!

JR26TMC

Yes!Yes!Yes! ❏   $35 ................................................1 year in state
❏   $40 ..........................................1 year out of state
❏   $50 ................................................2 year in state
❏   $60 ..........................................2 year out of state

Enclosed is my payment for:

      I want to subscribe to The Journal Register

 CHECK ENCLOSED

CHARGE MY CREDIT CARD

If you’re enjoying 
this FREE edition of 

The Journal Register

PLEASE CONSIDER
SUBSCRIBING

Current recipients of our weekly paper enjoy 
town news, local stories and articles of 

interest generated in 
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland & Wales 

for more than 150 years

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
By Marcelo Gusmão

Staff Writer
mgusmao@turley.com

BRIMFIELD – Last week, the town enjoyed its first ever Cemetery Tour, where residents were invited to learn about history through an engaging performance by historians and actors.
The Saturday, June 13 cemetery tour came together thanks to the volunteers at Spirit of Brimfield, who came up with the tour as a way to celebrate the 250th anniver-sary of our nation’s founding. Sue De Bruin, Chair of the Historical Commission said that the event went very well, 

with a huge turn-out and great weather.
“I’ve always had an inter-est in history, and storytelling is living history,” De Bruin said. “Storytelling is a great way for people to learn about a time and place in history, by hearing someone’s experienc-es at the time.”

Between her own famil-iarity with cemetery tours from when she was in New York, and the help of Mat 
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MONSON

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – Last Fri-day, June 19, the town’s Citizen of the Year was cele-brated with a banquet at the Legion Pavilion.
The Citizen of the Year Award is presented annually to an individual or couple that has lived in town for a minimum of five years. It’s decided on by the Citizen of 

the Year Committee, made up of past recipients, to recognize service and dedi-cation that has made a sig-nificant contribution to the community.
The Chair of the Citi-zen of the Year Committee is Peter Matrow, who re-ceived the award back in 2017, when it was given out by a different organization that has since dissolved.

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – This week, the town enjoyed one of the most anticipated events of the summer, the annual SummerFest held at Quarry Hill Community School.
On Saturday, June 20, at 5 p.m., residents gathered at Quarry Hill to partake in the festivities and to watch the annual fireworks show ahead of this year’s celebration of the nation’s 250th anniver-sary.

“It’s a good time, a fam-ily-friendly environment,” said Kim Adamson-Bashaw, who has been attending SummerFest for five years. “We come back every year.”
“It’s our first year bring-ing the kids,” said Ash Con-verse, who added that it was convenient to bring the kids as she lived across the street.

In addition to the fire-works show, there were a number of local businesses and organizations with ta-bles and food trucks set up to support the event. The First Church of Monson had a ta-ble giving out popcorn, Hil-lios sold novelty toys, Paint-ing Party Place provided face-painting and temporary tattoos, and the Lions Club made snow cones.
CZP’s Frozen Treats had sweets and treats for those who wanted to cool off, Cookies by Ray was there with a variety of home-made cookies, and Batch Ice Cream had 12 different flavors of scooped ice cream to serve in cones and bowls. Sweet Memories had donuts with a variety of different flavors, including s’mores, maple, bacon, caramel ap-ple cream, blueberry lemon, strawberry cream, peanut butter cup, and apple cider.

The Nutmeg Conces-sions First trailer provided hot dogs and hamburgers, Dev’s Mac and Cheese had macaroni dishes with an as-sortment of toppings, rang-ing from pulled pork, beef, and chicken, and Madd Eatz had homemade meatballs with marinara sauce, as well as their own burgers and dogs. More hot dogs were available at Hot Rod Dogs, and Rustic Fusion sold nov-elty egg rolls. Citrus and Soirée provided drinks, and the Beer Garden served beer, cider, seltzers, and water to people with cash and a valid ID.
Amos Nissembaum said that SummerFest was “hit or miss” for his family, depend-ing on vacations.

“We love it,” Nissem-baum said. “It’s always a good time to connect with 

Council 
approves 
budget 
items

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – At last week’s Town Council meeting, several decisions were made regarding the town’s budget for the next fiscal year.
At the Thursday, June 18 meeting, Council President Barbara Barry read several line items into the record as the council voted to adopt the budget for the 2026-27 fiscal year, following a public hear-ing that was held on June 8, in keeping with the town’s bylaws.

One item was for the Wastewater Treatment Plant, the operating budget for which will cost $4,500,524, with the indirect costs com-ing in at $163,538. The trans-fer to sewer surplus will be $200,872, with a total bud-get of $4,864,934, which the town voted to raise through the collection of sewer fees.
Town Manager Brad Brothers said that this rep-resents a 4.5% increase from the previous fiscal year’s rate.“I visited them last week, and what a nice building and facility they have,” added 

Local organizer awarded Citizen of the Year

PALMER MONSON

Residents enjoy annual SummerFest

Photo by Marcelo Gusmão
Rachel Mengel and her husband, “Mr. Cookie” Gaston, had a truck selling cookies from 
Cookies by Ray.

SUMMERFEST   ❙   page 6

BUDGET   ❙   page 13
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Cemetery tour unites family of Revolutionary soldier

BRIMFIELD

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – At the Town Council meeting on Thurs-day, June 18, the council re-ceived a report from the Or-dinance Review Committee, and voted on appointments to town boards and commit-tees, and the transfer of town funds.
This week, the Town Council voted on eight ap-pointments to town posi-tions. Michael Burns was appointed to the Board of Assessors, and Judith Be-

chard was appointed to the Cultural Council, with terms ending June 30, 2028, and Brenda Binczewicz was appointed to the Board of Assessors, Peter Izyk and Nicholas Zeo were appoint-ed to the Conservation Com-mission, Christine Reim was appointed to the Cultural Council, George Richardson was appointed to the Histori-cal Commission, and Amber Kumpulanian was appointed to the Recreation Commit-tee, with terms ending on June 30, 2029.
The meeting began by rescinding a vote from a 

meeting on Dec. 18, 2025, and declaring the former Converse Middle School building a surplus property available for disposition.
The council then re-ceived recommendations from the Ordinance Review Committee, presented by Chair Dave Pasquini, as a summary of the work done by the committee from Au-gust of 2025 to May 14 of this year. These recommen-dations will be referred to the Town Council Ordinance Review Subcommittee.

Town Council receives committee recommendations 

PALMER

COUNCIL   ❙   page 13

CEMETERY   ❙   page 16Over 100 people from various parts of the country attended the Cemetery Tour over two hours.

Submitted PhotoCitizen of the Year Committee Chair, Peter Matrow, congratulates Steve Slozak (right), as 2026’s award recipient, in recognition for his “distinguished accomplishments and dedicated service to our community.”
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