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PALMER

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – The Palm-
er Public Library was any-
thing but quiet on Friday 
evening, August 15, as more 
than a dozen local teens 
gathered in the Community 
Room for the latest install-
ment of the library’s “After 
Hours Library Rave” series.

T h e 
program, 
held ev-
ery oth-
er month, 
gives kids 
ages 10 and up 
a chance to hang 
out in the library 
after closing, free 
from parents, in a safe 
and creative environ-
ment. Friday’s theme was 
“Nowhere to Wear It,” in-
viting attendees to show 
off outfits they don’t nor-
mally have the chance to 
wear: from fancy dress-
es and sparkling tops to 
cozy pajamas and cos-
play costumes.

“Everybody looks 
fantastic,” Olivia Char-
trand, Tween Services 
Librarian, told the group as 
the event got underway. “I 
love the pajamas. I love the 
dresses. This is awesome.”

The evening was de-
signed as a mix of struc-
ture and free time, with 
options for games, crafts, 
and socializing. Activities 
included musical chairs, 
scavenger hunts with prizes, 
Jackbox party games, and 
Nintendo Switch sessions. 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The 
Fourth Annual Monson 
Car Show rolled into 
town this past weekend, 
bringing gleaming classic 
cars, lively music, and a 
palpable sense of com-
munity to Main Street. 
Organized jointly by the 
Monson Masons and the 

local Polish Club, the char-
ity event has grown steadily 

since its inception, drawing 
both longtime residents and 
first-time participants eager 
to showcase their vehicles 
while supporting meaningful 
causes.

The event featured a 
wide variety of vehicles, 

from classic muscle cars to 
modern trucks and motorcy-
cles, with attendees sharing 
a passion for automotive 
history and craftsmanship. 
Unlike some shows requiring 
pre-registration, this year’s 
event welcomed participants 
on a walk-in basis, asking for 
a small $10 donation to cover 
the entrance fee. Registration 
sheets collected key details 
including the car’s make, 
model, year, engine type, and 
any modifications, allowing 
enthusiasts to preserve the 
details for posterity.

“This is our first time 
participating in the show, and 
it’s been fantastic,” said Brian 
Scott, a first-time exhibitor. 
“We love cars, and it’s great 
to see such a variety; from 

vintage models I remember 
as a kid to the newest designs 
on the road today.”

The car show is more 
than a celebration of vehi-
cles. Both the Monson Ma-
sons and the Polish Club 
have used the event as an 
opportunity to give back to 
the community. This year, 
the Masons directed their 
proceeds to the Monson Se-
nior Center, while the Polish 
Club focused on creating 
a handicapped-accessible 
ramp at their building. Past 
years have supported causes 
including aid to Ukraine and 
children attending the Clara 
Barton Camp for diabetic 
youth.

Dear Reader,
Every week a team of 

reporters, editors and peo-
ple who assemble the paper 
work hard to bring readers 
information they need to 
know about their community. 
It’s hard work and we love it. 

Our goal is to provide a 
clear reflection of the com-
munity, and share stories 
about issues and events in 
your town as well as those 
about your neighbors, fami-
ly and friends; in essence, a 
clear reflection of the com-
munity. We provide news 
that is difficult to find any-
where else.

Turley Publications has 
been doing so for over 60 
years now, and enjoys being 
an integral part of the com-
munity.

Every year we invite res-
idents to join those who al-
ready subscribe to The Jour-
nal Register, so they too can 
be informed and join their 
neighbors in keeping up-to-
date on so many aspects of 
the community. We do that 
by mailing an issue of The 
Journal Register to everyone 
in Palmer, Monson, Holland, 
Wales and Brimfield, on us, 
so you can see for yourself 
what types of information we 
provide.

If you want to know 
when and why your taxes 
go up, who is running for 
election, what successes and 
challenges are in your school 
system, what others are do-
ing to make your community 
a better place, and so much 
more, we hope you will con-
sider subscribing.

We also value your opin-
ions and ideas. Please let us 
know what’s important to 
you by picking up the phone 
and calling us. Let us know 
if we’re meeting your expec-
tations.

You can also call us to 
let us know about an import-
ant event in your family’s 
life. That’s why we’re here.

We love being a part of 
this community and maybe 
even, in a small way, a part 
of your family.

We hope to be arriving 
each week at your home 
holding up that mirror, The 
Journal Register.

Patrick Turley, CEO
Keith Turley, President

Turley Publications

Kids rave about 
library party
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The Mon-
son Free Library transformed 
into a crime-solving head-
quarters this past Wednes-
day, Aug 13, as local youth 
and families gathered for an 
immersive murder mystery 
event. Hosted from 2 to 4 
p.m. by Sarah Thomas, the 
afternoon featured Homicide 
at the Heist, a hands-on de-
tective experience produced 
by Hunt a Killer, a compa-

Library hosts ‘Hunt a Killer’ 
murder mystery party

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The Mon-
son Select Board held a com-
prehensive session on Mon-
day, August 12, tackling a 
wide range of issues that 
reflect the town’s ongoing 
commitment to community 
services, infrastructure im-
provements, and long-term 
planning. Presided over by 
Chair Peter Warren. Public 
comment was deferred to 
focus on follow-up items 
from the previous session.

One of the first sub-
stantive discussions of the 

evening revolved around a 
recent presentation by Jeff 
Daly to the Massachusetts 
Development Corporation 
(MDC). Board members 
praised Daly for his profes-
sionalism and ability to an-
swer questions calmly, even 
when some were repeated. 
Chair Warren noted, “He 
handled all of the questions 
pretty well… even the ones 
he’d already answered.” The 
discussion also highlight-
ed the town’s approach to 
outreach, which included 
posting meeting notices on 

Multiple appointments 
made to committees
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Jain Dental Care
DENTISTRY FOR 

KIDS, ADULTS & SENIORS
1411 North Main Street, Palmer

Located Opposite CVS

413-356-6100
                      Monday - Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

                    Saturday: By Appointment

                                 Dr. Sunit Jain, D.D.S.
★★★★★

5.0 average rating

NOW OPEN 
New Dental Office

PREMIUM DENTAL CARE
MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

    ~ We Accept MassHealth ~

SPECIALS ON 
IMPLANTS, ROOT CANALS,

INVISALIGN
We Offer Same Day Treatments

NEW PATIENTS & WALK INS WELCOME      

A message 
from the Turleys

***ECRWSS***

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

Crowds gathered around cars and food vendors during the annual car show.

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

One attendee dressed up in 
an inflatable costume for 
the party.

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

Participants worked together to crack the code of one of the 
mystery boxes.

Car Show
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

HOLLAND – What 
started as a quirky celebra-
tion of an abundant summer 
vegetable has grown into one 
of the town’s most antici-
pated annual traditions. The 
Holland Zucchini Festival, 
held this past weekend at the 
Holland Community Center, 
once again drew hundreds of 
residents and visitors for a 
day filled with food, crafts, 
games, live entertainment, 
and of course, zucchinis of all 
shapes and sizes.

The festival is jointly or-
ganized by the Holland Com-
munity Center and the Friends 
of the Community Center 
(FoCC). While it serves as a 
fundraiser, organizers say its 
real purpose is to bring the 
community together. “It’s fun 
for all ages, from little kids 
down to seniors,” said one 
organizer, Kathy Boyer. “It’s 
more than just zucchini… it’s 
about connection.”

Inside the center, fes-

tivalgoers browsed vendor 
booths offering everything 
from handmade jewelry to or-
ganic skincare. Beads by Bev 
returned as a crowd favorite, 
while Mother Bear Skin-
care showcased creams and 
balms made with homegrown 
herbs. Children gravitated to 
Althea’s Banded Bracelets, 
where young crafter Althea 
demonstrated colorful loom 
bands, some that change col-
or in the sun. A bustling bake 
sale featured sweet treats 
(some zucchini-based, others 
not), alongside fresh zucchini 
for sale.

The FoCC raffle table 
drew steady crowds through-
out the day, with dozens of 
donated prizes up for grabs. 
Tickets sold briskly at $1 
apiece, with special deals for 
bulk buyers. “The raffle is al-
ways a huge hit,” Boyer noted, 
“and it helps us fund things 
like veterans’ luncheons and 
community meals.”

Across the hall, Sue’s 
Glass offered a peek at glass 
art projects, while Happy 

Holland Days highlighted 
local history. Children and 
adults alike took a spin at the 
ever-popular Spin the Wheel 
game, where small prizes 
awaited lucky winners.

The grounds outside the 
community center were equal-
ly lively. Booths stretched 
across the lawn featuring ar-

tisans, local businesses, and 
community groups. Shop-
pers browsed Bunny’s Boxes, 
By Delia Penelope’s custom 
paracord accessories, Da-
vison’s Photography prints, 
Gigi’s Teas handcrafted 
herbal blends, and chainsaw 
carvings by Nick the Carver, 
whose wood sculptures drew 
admiring crowds.

Local romance author J.J. 
Hart was on hand to sign cop-
ies of her book Remembering 
You, while Mt. Spring Pickle 
Co. offered jars of homemade 
pickles and salsa. The Friends 
of Hamilton Reservoir Asso-
ciation shared information 
about protecting the lake, and 
the Holland Public Library 
welcomed families with ac-
tivities and library pass de-
tails.

Children ran joyfully 
through the foam machine, a 
highlight each year that left 
them covered head to toe 
in bubbles. Nearby, the 4-H 
Steerage Rock Riders and 

Barks A-lot Dog Club enter-
tained with a pony and inter-
active games. At 1:30 p.m., 
students from MJA Martial 
Arts impressed the crowd 
with a demonstration that in-
cluded board breaking.

Meanwhile, DJ Lenergy 
kept the atmosphere upbeat 
with music throughout the af-
ternoon, while outdoor games 
such as giant chess and corn-
hole gave families more ways 
to enjoy the day.

A highlight of the festi-
val was the World of Wheels 
showcase, a twist on the tra-
ditional car show that wel-
comed anything on wheels: 
cars, trucks, motorcycles, 
tractors, and even special 
antique entries. Participation 
awards were handed out later 
in the afternoon.

Inside, the annual Larg-
est Zucchini Contest pitted 
gardeners against one anoth-
er in a friendly competition 
to see who could bring in the 
biggest homegrown squash.

For those hungry after all 
the fun, food vendors lined 
the walkway. Local favor-
ites included Angry Panda’s 
Asian-fusion dishes, hot dogs 
served by Boy Scout Troop 163 
(an all-girl troop based in Stur-
bridge), O’Neil’s Lemonade, 
and Udder Delights Ice Cream, 
offering everything from bomb 
pops to snow cones.

While the zucchini and 
festivities take center stage, 
the event also serves a great-
er purpose: raising funds for 
community programming. 
The Friends of the Communi-
ty Center recently purchased 
a much-needed freezer to al-
low the center to buy food in 
bulk for senior meals and hol-
iday luncheons. Proceeds also 
support annual events such as 
Veterans Day, Thanksgiving, 
and Christmas meals, as well 
as birthday lunches for local 
seniors.

Beyond the festival, the 
Friends group organizes ad-
ditional fundraisers, includ-
ing an upcoming Music Bin-
go Night on September 19, 
which is expected to be an-
other major draw. The group 
also participates in Wreaths 
Across America, raising 
funds through a November 
pasta dinner to place wreaths 
on the graves of nearly 200 
veterans in Holland’s ceme-
tery during a nationwide cer-
emony each December.

Organizers said this 
year’s event was one of the 
biggest yet, with 35 vendors, 
four food trucks, and a strong 
turnout from the community. 
“It’s getting bigger and better 
every year,” Boyer reflected. 
“We’re grateful for all the 
support. It’s a great day for 
Holland.”

Zucchini Festival celebrates community

Fax: 413-267-3496
Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

www.richardgreeninsurance.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd. 
Hampden, MA

566-0028

128 Main St.
Monson, MA

267-3495

Two Locations:

Please Visit Our Website For an 
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

• Great Locations • Registry Service
• Quotes Gladly Given • We Make Housecalls

Young Jackson scooped up a handful of foam to bring over to his mother.

Delia Penelope displayed her 
handmade paracord bracelets 
and keychains.

4H brought a pony to the festi-
val, taking a break.

Festival-goers lined up for Udder Delights ice cream.

MJA Martial Arts invited kids to try breaking 
boards during their demo.

New England Laser Cutting 
with Haleigh Chase and own-
er Autumn Puckett.

Davison’s Photography, he 
may have just started but he 
has a large passion for pho-
tography and an eye for detail 
you can see in his prints.

Romance author J.J. Hart 
signed and sold books and 
met readers.

Irene Moylan of GiGi’s Teas 
offered her homemade, home-
brewed tea blends.

Sturbridge Troop 163, an all-girls Boy Scout troop, participated in the festival. 	 Turley Photos by Abigail McCoy

The Holland Fire Department brought a truck for the kids to 
explore.

Two young girls ran through a cloud of foam.
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While remaining on the cutting edge of 
an ever-changing insurance industry, our 
number one priority is in fulfilling the 
J. Stolar promise of  an “old fashioned” 
commitment to customer service!

MONSON – On Sept. 
13, First Church of Mon-
son, 5 High Street, will hold 
a concert to celebrate the 
Restoration of the Swell Di-
vision of the Johnson, Opus 
781, 1892 Organ.  The recit-
alist will be Robert Greene, 
nationally known organist 
and composer. 

The program includes 
favorite pieces and well-
known crowd pleasers that 
have given Greene joy over 
the years.  He has chosen 
repertoire that best shows off 
the capabilities of the historic 
Johnson Organ.  Works will 
include Toccata and Fugue 
in D minor, BWV 565; Suite 

Gothique, Op. 25 by Leon 
Boellmann; Sonata in C mi-
nor; Opus 65 by Felix Men-
delssohn; and original com-
position by Mr. Greene.

Robert Greene received 
the Bachelor of Music degree 
from Oberlin College Con-
servatory of Music where 
he majored in Piano Perfor-
mance and Technology in 
Music and Related Arts.  As 
a missionary for the Associ-
ate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, Greene has taught 
music to indigenous people 
in the Huasteca region of 
Mexico. 

He received the Master 
of Arts degree in Theology/

Pastoral Music from Colgate 
Rochester Divinity School 
and Eastman School of Mu-
sic.  As a church musician, 
Greene has served congre-
gations as organist and mu-
sic director in Florida, New 
York, Tennessee, and Virgin-
ia.  He has received awards 
and commissions for his in-
strumental and choral com-
positions and is published 
by Morning Star Music and 
Saint James Music Press.

The historic Johnson 
Organ has recently under-
gone the Restoration of the 
Swell Division.  The work 
was undertaken by the firm 
of Messrs. Czelusniak et Du-

gal, Inc. and included the re-
moval of all wooden racking 
and expression system com-
ponents and complete resto-
ration of the Swell Division 
of the organ. 

Dust and dirt had accu-
mulated in the Swell Divi-
sion due to the 2011 tornado 
and work done in refurbish-
ing the First Church sanc-
tuary.  The entire Swell box 
had to be emptied, evacuated, 
cleaned and rebuilt from the 
toe boards up.  The project 
was begun in January, 2025, 
and completed in May, 2025.  
First Church is indebted to 
the Community Preservation 
Committee and the voters 

of the Town of Monson for 
underwriting this extensive 
project for the benefit of the 
community.

The concert will be pre-
ceded by a baked ham dinner 
at 5 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall followed by the recital 
at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary.  
Dinner and concert tickets 
of $20 may be obtained by 
contacting  Gail at 413-267-
4818.  Concert tickets will be 
available at the door at a cost 
of $5.  

The event is sponsored 
in part by the Monson Cul-
tural Council, a local agency 
supported by the MA Cultur-
al Council, a state agency.

Concert to celebrate organ restoration

PALMER – Would 
you love to have a tag sale 
or craft sale but just don’t 
have the space in your own 
yard? Come and join our 
Community Event. Satur-
day, Sept. 6, 2025 from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Second 
Congregational Church lo-
cated at 1080 Pleasant St. 
in Palmer.

You can rent a space 
and sell your handmade 
crafts or personal, house-
hold goods and other mer-
chandise.  Large parking 
area and lawn for you to 
sell with other folks in the 
community

Or are you searching 
for unique bargains, one-
of-a-kind finds, handmade 
crafts, or simply an op-
portunity to connect with 
your community? Join us 
for this Tag Sale and Craft 
Fair for all members of our 
local community—and be-

yond—to share in a day of 
fun, fellowship, and fantas-
tic deals.

Spaces for Crafters or 
those who want to sell their 
tag sale items are $25 for a 
10 x 10 space that includes 
1- 8 ft. Table and 2 chairs 
set-up for you.  Addition-
al tables at $15.  You may 
provide your own pop up 
tent.  Tables will be set-up 
and assigned by 7:30 a.m.

Save your space by 
contacting:  brenda2ndcon-
go@gmail.com or call 413-
324-2077.  Please provide 
name, telephone number, 
email.  We will contact you 
within 24 hours.  Payment 
for spaces to be made by 
September 2.

Whether you want to 
explore unique and cre-
ative crafts or are a tag 
sale enthusiast, you’ll find 
something special waiting 
for you. From early morn-

ing treasure hunting to af-
ternoon conversations over 
homemade treats, the event 
promises a full day of joy 
for everyone.

The church has a large 
parking area for vendors 
and guests as well as a 
large lawn for displaying 
an array of gently used 
items, hidden gems, and 
wonderful crafts and a con-
cession stand.

Also, don’t forget our 
own local Caboose Thrift 
Shop will be open as well 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. that 
day.

Your participation will 
help the church to continue 
initiatives  supporting the 
local community and be-
yond as well as maintain-
ing community spaces used 
by many youth and adult 
groups.  We hope you will 
join us as we work to make 
our community thrive.

Church tag sale, craft fair 
event scheduled for Sept. 6

PALMER – The Town 
of Palmer has been awarded 
$88,000 from the Division 
of Ecological Restoration’s 
(DER) Culvert Replacement 
Municipal Assistance Grant 
Program for final design/
engineering and permitting 
for the replacement of two 
degraded &amp; undersized 
culverts on Bacon Road and 
West Ware Road.

This award will ad-
vance the project to the sec-
ond phase, following field 
data collection and initial 
design completed in late 
2024-2025, which was also 
funded through DER’s grant 
program. DER has selected 
Palmer as a training site, so 

this project will continue to 
serve as a case study, provid-
ing training opportunities to 
surrounding municipalities.

The two constricting 
culverts are situated in a pe-
rennial stream passing un-
der Bacon and West Ware 
Road. This tributary even-
tually flows into the Ware 
River. The replacement of 
both culverts is a necessary 
infrastructure improvement 
anticipated to improve nat-
ural stream processes and 
remove barriers to wildlife 
movement by complying 
with modern stream crossing 
standards.

Replacement will also 
enhance climate resilien-

cy by reducing flood risk, 
which has consistently been 
an issue upstream and down-
stream of these structures. 
The reduction of flooding 
will eliminate the need for 
frequent repairs to the cul-
verts, roadways, and asso-
ciated structures, saving 
both time and money for the 
DPW. 

Overall, these replace-
ments will significantly in-
crease ecological connectivi-
ty within the watershed while 
also improving road safety in 
all weather conditions.

For more information on 
this project, please contact 
the Planning Department at 
413-283-2605.

Town awarded Culvert Replacement 
Municipal Assistance grant

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, 

HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

Computer 
Security Class

• Basic Computer Use — 
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

Call For Details About Our 
Next Computer Security Class

Monson 
Cultural
Picnic on 
Aug. 30

MONSON—The Mon-
son Cultural Picnic will take 
place on Saturday, Aug. 30 
from 1 to 5 p.m.

The picnic will take place 
at Veterans Field in Monson, 
right next to the town offices 
and Police Station.

There will be a free cook-
out, activities for all ages, 
musical performances and 
unique vendors.

MONSON – The Keep 
Homestead Museum located 
at 35 Ely Road in Monson, 
is pleased  to present sur-
geon and best-selling author 
Dr. Andrew Lam on Sunday, 
Sept. 7 at 1:30 p.m. for an 
entertaining and informative 
talk.

Dr. Lam will share riv-
eting stories from his latest 
book The Masters of Medi-
cine where he discusses the 
mavericks, moments, and 

mistakes that sparked some 
of medicines greatest break-
throughs that defined and 
continue to shape modern 
medicine.  He will also talk 
about his career balancing 
medicine and literature.

Andrew Lam, MD is a 
retina surgeon and Assistant 
Professor at the University 
of Massachusetts Medical 
School.  He is the author of 
The Masters of Medicine 
along with his prior books 

Saving Sight, Two Sons 
of China, and Repentance.  
Copies of his books will be 
available for purchase.  

All are welcome to this 
free event in the barn, and 
donations are appreciated.  
The museum is open for 
viewing from 1 to 3:30 p.m. 
with light refreshments.  

For more information 
about the museum – visit 
www.keephomesteadmuse-
um.org.

Masters of Medicine author 
to give talk at Keep Museum
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Letters to the 
editor policy
Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, 
and guest columns between 
500-800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require that the 
person submitting the opinion 
also include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone 
number. We must confirm au-
thorship prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or with-
hold any submissions deemed 
to be libelous, unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal attacks, or 
defamation of character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com
The submission deadline for
consideration is Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up to 
250 words from local residents endorsing 
candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to journalregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes (it 
will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will 
be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be 
printed. If the volume of letters received is 
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a rep-
resentative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about con-
tested races for Congress, state Senate, 
state House, district attorney and Governor’s 
Council during the weeks leading up to the 
election, as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases 
will be printed, nor will reporters cover polit-
ical rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may 
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about 
paid advertising in The Journal Register.

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Dan Flynn
dflynn@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The
Journal Register

@ Journal Register

WEB
www.journalregister.turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

The Journal Register (USPS 418-940) 
is published every Thursday by Turley 

Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 
01069. Telephone (413) 283-8393,  

Fax  (413) 289-1977. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes

to The Journal Register,
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
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Viewpoints

This time of year 
I always 
get a few 

questions from 
gardeners who 
wonder what 
type of disease 
is afflicting 
their treasured 
hollyhocks.  

Sadly, it’s 
affecting mine 
too. Read on for 
more information on this 
malady.

Two years ago I planted 
Hollyhock seeds indoors. 
The plants grew wonderful-
ly that first year with nice 
deep green basal foliage.  

Being biennial in na-
ture, year two is when they 
came into their glory with 
incredibly beautiful pink 
flowers on towering six to 
seven foot spikes. Now it’s 
year three – a gift when bi-
ennials are concerned. 

The plants started out 
fine and then I noticed a few 
raised orange-brown spots 
on the leaves. By season’s 
end, the plants are pale in 
color and covered with the 
rusty orange spots.  

Most of the lower foli-
age has been destroyed and 
has dropped to the ground.

My hollyhocks are suf-
fering from a fungal prob-
lem by the name of rust. 
It first appears as waxy 
orange blisters, known as 
“pustules” on the under-
sides of the lower most fo-
liage.  On the surface of the 
leaves small, orange-yel-
low spots form.  

Hollyhock rust rare-
ly kills its host, but it can 
make plants look quite un-
sightly. In a severe infesta-
tion like mine, premature 
leaf drop occurs.   

Next spring, if I dare to 
grow hollyhocks again, I’ll 

have to do it in a different 
part of my landscape and 
escape any spores that the 
soil is harboring.

The best way to control 
hollyhock rust is to remove 
infected leaves and dis-
card them in the trash. The 
quicker you act, the better.  

Other members of the 
hollyhock family (Mal-
vaeceae) are prone to this 
disease as well, so scour 
your perennial bed for spot-
ted leaves on Lavatera and 
Malva (Tall Mallow and 
Musk Mallow) and dispose 
of them. 

A common weed that 
goes by the name “cheese 
weed” or “cheeses” is also 
a Malva and likewise is sus-
ceptible. Cut down on the 
chance of infestation next 
year by removing all foli-
age and debris from these 
plants prior to winter. Even 
go as far as to remove the 
bark mulch beneath them 
to further reduce the spore 
population.   

Proper cultural practic-
es also make a difference in 
combating hollyhock rust 
and most plant diseases. 
First, give perennials ad-
equate space from one an-
other to allow for good air 
flow.  

In the case of hol-
lyhocks, I’d recommend 
about 18 inches. We can’t 

control when and how often 
it rains, but when 
we supply the 

m o i s t u r e 
timing and 
application 

c o u n t . 
W a t e r 
a r o u n d 

the base 
of the plants, 
without it touch-

ing the foliage, 
and do so early in 

the morning so that leaves 
have a chance to dry before 
nightfall.  

Apply new bark mulch 
each spring to cover spores 
that may be waiting in 
the soil. And lastly, when 
planting new seedlings, 
locate them as far away as 
possible from previously 
grown plants even if they 
didn’t have a serious infes-
tation.

Although I’ve never 
tried this myself, I have 
read a few testimonials 
from gardeners who had 
luck applying corn meal 
to their soil in an effort to 
control soil borne fungal 
diseases such as rust. Re-
portedly it stimulates ben-
eficial organisms that feed 
on pathogens. Two pounds 
per one hundred square feet 
is recommended.  

Even if it doesn’t work, 
it probably won’t hurt!  

Roberta McQuaid 
graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agri-
culture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For 33 
years she has held the posi-
tion of staff horticulturist at 
Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to poui-
mette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

Rust is no joke

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

I’m still confused 
about Medicare Part A 
and Part B enrollment

Our
advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know
you saw their 

ad in the

Journal
Register

Corrections The Journal Register will gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will always appear on Page 
2 or 3. To request a correction, send information to Editor at journalregister@

turley.com, or call 283-8393, extension 236. Corrections may also be requested 
in writing at:  Journal Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water St., Palmer, MA, 01069.

DEADLINE
The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition space permitting, 
email Editor at journalregster@turley.com or call the 
office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. We 
appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

Dear Rusty: 
I’m 64 and still work-

ing full time, and plan to 
continue working at least 
until I’m 70 ~ it’s a good 
job, and I enjoy it. 

My job comes with 
health insurance, so I 
don’t really need addi-
tional coverage, but I un-
derstand I will be required 
to sign up for Medicare 
Part A anyway when I 
turn 65 next year. What I 
don’t understand is Part 
B: A colleague of mine, 
who is a little older than I 
am, said she signed up for 
Part B because a penalty 
will be incurred if we wait 
until we retire from our 
jobs and actually need the 
additional insurance. I’m 
not sure she’s right. Can 
you explain what I should 
do?

Signed: Confused 
About Medicare 

 
Dear Confused: 

We’re happy to assist 
you with understanding 
this. First, enrolling in 
Medicare Part A (coverage 
for inpatient hospitaliza-
tion service) is mandatory 
to collect Social Security 
after age 65. If you do not 
plan to take your Social 
Security benefits yet, you 
can defer enrolling in Part 
A until you claim Social 
Security. But Medicare 
Part A is also free to those 
eligible for Social Securi-
ty, so there is little reason 
not to enroll in Part A at 
age 65 and, when you 
claim Social Security, you 
will be automatically en-
rolled.  

Part B, which is 
coverage for outpatient 
healthcare services (doc-
tors, medical tests, etc.), is 
different. Part B is always 
optional because there 
is a premium associated 
with it (standard premium 
is $185/month in 2025), 
but nearly everyone over 
age 65 requires health-
care coverage. If, howev-
er, you are employed and 
have “creditable” health-
care coverage from your 
employer (“creditable” is 
a group plan with more 
than 20 participants), then 
you can defer enrolling in 
Medicare Part B until your 
creditable employer cov-
erage ends. And you can 
do so without incurring 
a “late enrollment penal-
ty” for enrolling in Part 
B outside of your Initial 
Enrollment Period. When 
your creditable coverage 
from your employer ends, 
you will enter an 8-month 
Medicare “Special Enroll-
ment Period,”which per-
mits you to enroll in Part 
B without penalty.  

Thus, as long as 

your employer coverage 
is “creditable,” you can 
defer enrolling in Part B 
without penalty. FYI, you 
can also enroll in Part B a 
couple of months prior to 
your employer coverage 
ending, asking that your 
Part B coverage starts 
when your employer cov-
erage ends, to avoid any 
gap in healthcare cover-
age. Note you will likely 
need your employer to 
provide you with proof of 
creditable coverage when 
you later enroll in Part B.   

A couple of extra 
thoughts: 

If you require pre-
scription drug coverage 
when your employer cov-
erage ends after age 65, 
you only have 63 days to 
acquire that drug coverage 
without incurring a “Part 
D” (drug plan) late enroll-
ment penalty. So, if need-
ed, you should not wait to 
get insurance coverage for 
prescription drugs after 
you employer coverage 
ends. 

 If you now have a 
Health Savings Account  
through your employer, 
you should discontinue 
any HSA contributions 
well before (perhaps as 
much as six months be-
fore) your enrollment in 
Medicare Part A. That’s 
because Part A is not 
considered a “high de-
ductible” insurance plan 
(a “high deductible” plan 
is a requirement for hav-
ing a Health Savings Ac-
count). If you do not have 
an HSA, you need not be 
concerned about this. If 
you do, we can also pro-
vide you with more info 
on this. 

 I hope this answers 
your questions, but we 
are always here to assist if 
you need anything further. 
Contact us at SSAdvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org 
or at(800-750-2622.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC. 

Nurse practitioners 
and physician assis-
tants are two types 

of primary caregivers who 
help doctors treat more 
patients efficiently and ex-
tend health care into under-
served areas. I’ve discussed 
both of these roles in previ-
ous columns.

Today, I want to talk 
about another health-care 
role that we’re seeing more 
often: doctors of osteopathy, 
also known as osteopathic 
doctors and osteopaths. I’ve 
noticed that D.O.s are show-
ing up more frequently in 
lists of primary care provid-

ers, and I wondered why that 
was so. And if you’re look-
ing for a new practitioner, 

you may find more D.O.s 
than M.D.s in your network.

It’s not surprising that 

we’re seeing more D.O.s. 
The number of osteopath-
ic doctors has quadrupled 
in the past three decades, 
according to the American 
Osteopathic Association, 
and they represent 11% of 
all physicians in the U.S. In 
addition, more than 40,000 
students are enrolled in 
osteopathic medicine pro-
grams, compared to about 
100,000 students in tradi-
tional medical schools.

Let’s look at what os-
teopathic doctors are, dispel 
some myths, and see how 
they differ from medical 
doctors.

What is osteopathy?
Osteopathic medicine 

is a distinctly American 
form of medicine. In 1874, 
a Civil War medic  by the 
name of Andrew Taylor 
Still, dissatisfied with what 
he saw as shortcomings in 
medical care, established 
a philosophy that the body 
was designed for health 
and that it could heal itself 
through manipulation of the 
musculoskeletal system. He 
founded the first osteopath-
ic medical school in 1892 in 
Missouri.

What D.O. you know about osteopathy?

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

HEALTH   ❙   page 5
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Today, osteopaths are 
fully licensed medical pro-
fessionals in all 50 states – 
the U.S. is the only country 
in the world with two types 
of medical systems. Their 
specialties include pediat-
rics, surgery, radiology, on-
cology and psychiatry, and 
they still incorporate some 
of Still’s philosophy of us-
ing hands-on techniques as 
a form of treatment.

What education 
do osteopaths have?
Osteopathic education 

used to be quite different 
from that of medical doc-
tors, but that distinction has 
all but evaporated.

M.D. and D.O. pro-
grams, both very rigorous, 
take about 11 years (or 
more depending on special-
ization), and classes are the 
same: anatomy, biochemis-
try, physiology and the like. 
One difference is that about 
10% of D.O. coursework 
focuses on hands-on thera-
pies, described as similar to 
chiropractic but less aggres-
sive.

Why is osteopathy 
growing?

There are several fac-
tors here. Probably the pri-
mary one is the realization 
that good care transcends 
the treatment of symptoms. 
People who are interested in 
a healthier lifestyle and ad-
dressing the root causes of 
illness are drawn to osteop-
athy.

Another factor, accord-
ing to a recent New York 
Times story, is that the num-
ber of osteopathic schools 
continues to grow, with 14 
campuses opening in the 
past five years. The field is 
also growing in recognition 
and prestige. The article 
pointed out that D.O.s over-
saw the health of the presi-
dent during the last three ad-
ministrations.

The dearth of primary 
care physicians is an op-
portunity for osteopathic 
doctors to fill a void. Osteo-
pathic medicine’s focus on 
preventative care and com-
munity health is well suited 
for addressing the challenges 
of our aging population and 
chronic conditions such as 
diabetes and heart disease.

How do M.D.s 
look at D.O.s?

By and large, medical 
doctors (also called allo-
pathic doctors) consider 
osteopathic doctors to be 
knowledgeable and skilled 
colleagues, albeit with a 
slightly different treatment 
philosophy. I think, though, 
that traditional medical 
schools are adopting some 
of the osteopathic philos-
ophies, especially as they 
relate to holistic treatment 
and “whole patient” care, 
so there are definitely more 
similarities than differenc-
es.

Should you 
choose a D.O.?

There are good and bad 
osteopaths, just as there are 
good and bad medical doc-
tors, so I recommend giving 
them the same scrutiny. 

Are they board certi-
fied? How long have they 
been practicing? How are 
their patient satisfaction 
scores? Do you feel listened 
to? It’s always good to get 
recommendations from 
family members, friends 
and neighbors.

Studies have found 
no significant differences 
between M.D.s and D.O.s 
when it comes to patient 
outcomes, lengths of hospi-
tal stays, readmission rates 
or health-care cost. So, I 
think the main reason to 
consider seeing a D.O. is if 
you are looking for a more 
holistic, patient-centered 
approach to your health 
care and would like to have 
your doctor focus more on 
prevention than on treating 
symptoms.

If osteopathy is moving 
health care in that general 
direction, it’s a plus for all 
of us.

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, is a registered nurse 
and board-certified patient 
advocate and founder of 
www.NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com, which trains 
medical professionals to 
become successful private 
patient advocates.   Teri of-
fers a free phone consulta-
tion to Turley Newspaper 
readers as well as to nurs-
es interested in becoming 
advocates.   Reach her at 
Teri@NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com

Have you experienced 
a housing need? 
Share your story online or in person 
We want to address housing needs in our region with storytelling! If you
have a story to share about your current housing situation, challenges with
finding housing, or being unhoused, we want to hear your story.  Housing
stories will be used to build awareness about the housing challenges in the
region to bring further change. Stories will be collected through an online form
or video interview. Photos or videos will be used 
with permission, or you may ask to remain 
anonymous. Submit stories through an 

online form (scan QR code 
or go to:

https://tinyurl.com/HQHousingStory)
or a 

recorded interview. You have the
option of being anonymous for

either format.

 $50 compensation 
for those who share online or
$100 for recorded interviews

For any questions,
please contact Nisha Humayun at

nhumayun@townofware.com
or (413) 207-7698

HEALTH  ❙  from page 4

WILBRAHAM – Fall 
into Fun at the Luncheon, 
Card & Game Party spon-
sored by the Wilbraham 
Women’s Club, Thursday, 
Sept. 25, at the Saint Cecilia 
Parish Center located at 42 
Main St. in Wilbraham.  

Check-in begins at 
11:30 a..m. with a delicious 
luncheon served at noon. 
Bring friends and come to 

play any game of your choice 
(dominoes, mahjong, bridge, 
canasta, scrabble, etc.). Do-
nation is $10 and there will 
be a raffle for cash prizes.  
Proceeds help to fund our 
scholarships and donations 
to charitable organizations 
in the area. For reservations, 
please call Sue Agnew, 596-
9480.  Hope you will join us 
for a fun afternoon. 

Fall luncheon, card 
game party Sept. 25

Bereavement
Support Group

LUDLOW – The 
next 6 week session of 
St. Elizabeth Parish, Lud-
low, Bereavement Support 
Group  will start on Tues-
day, Sept. 9 from 6:30-7:30 
p.m. This support group 
will meet for 6 consecutive 
Tuesday evenings at 6:30 
p.m. at the Pastoral Center, 
Zechariah room. For addi-
tional information please 
call Pat at 531-6997.

Crafters wanted
LUDLOW – Crafters 

wanted for the Rosary Sodal-
ity’s Saint Nicholas Craft Fair 
and Raffle on Saturday, Nov. 
8, at Christ the King Church, 
41 Warsaw Avenue, Ludlow, 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

The cost is a non-refund-
able $40 fee for an 8-ft table 
which will be provided by the 
church. To reserve a table/s or 
for more information contact 
Debbie Martell at 413-547-
8739 or Lorraine Bernier at 
413-519-7658. 
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

BRIMFIELD – Families 
from Monson Cub Scout Pack 
168 gathered on the Dingley 
Dell Trail last week for a com-
munity hike, continuing the 
group’s summer tradition of 
exploring local trails together.

The hike, which began 
from a gravel lot near 46 
Monson Road in Brimfield, 
lasted about an hour and of-
fered a chance for scouts, 
siblings, and parents to enjoy 
the outdoors, strengthen con-
nections, and learn about the 
region’s natural spaces.

Cubmaster Sarah Pedder, 
who has led Pack 168 for the 
past two years and has been 
involved with the scouts for 
four, said the hikes are meant 
to give families a consistent 
way to enjoy nature while 
keeping activities accessible.

“We try to do them 
monthly, and we’ve really 
been making an effort to do 
more in the summer,” Pedder 
explained. “Lately we’ve been 
aiming for weekly hikes. It 
makes it easier for families 
to attend if they’re local, but 
eventually, I’d love to plan 
a bigger trip, like up Mount 
Monadnock, for the older 
scouts.”

Pack 168, which serves 
children from kindergarten 

through fifth grade, has been 
organizing hikes for many 
years. While not every scout 
was able to attend this week, 
those who did were eager to 
set off down the wooded trail. 
Among them were siblings 
Ella and Michael Darmoch-
wat, who came with their fa-
ther.

“We like them…they’re 
fun,” Young Ella said, when 
asked about the hikes. “You 
get to see so many new plac-
es.”

Not every trail is as gen-
tle as Dingley Dell, Pedder 
admitted with a laugh. She re-
called that the previous outing, 

at Goat Rock Trail in Hamp-
den, had turned out to be more 
challenging than expected. “I 
didn’t realize it went right up 
a mountain,” she said. “We 
had a great view at the top, but 
I was glad the younger ones 
missed that one.”

Despite the occasional 
surprises, the program has 
proved popular with families. 
Hikes not only help scouts 
work toward badges, but also 
provide a chance for them to 
explore nature close to home 
and develop a comfort with 
outdoor activity.

The next adventure for 
Pack 168 will be at Laugh-

ing Brook in Hampden on 
Wednesday, August 20 at 
5:30 p.m. That trail, about 1.3 
miles in total, offers a fami-
ly-friendly path that features 
a waterfall in spring and fall.

“It’s a beautiful spot,” 
Pedder said. “The kids loved 
it the last time we went…
though a few of them slipped 
by the falls. Everyone was 
okay, and it just added to the 
memory.”

Families interested in 
learning more about upcom-
ing hikes or joining Pack 168 
can find details on the group’s 
Facebook page at Monson 
Cub Scout Pack 168.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Nurses: Take Control of Your
Career & Make a Difference!
✔ Become a Private Patient Advocate

✔ High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule

✔ Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance

✔ Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

book a call today 
WITH Teri Frykenberg

www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com

2026 Norwegian 
Cruise Line
Bermuda and Nova Scotia 
– Call Today

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Oct. 4 ......... Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum .............$120
Oct. 18 ....... Turkey Train ................................................$175
Dec. 7 ........ Water for Elephants at PPAC ....................$120
March 11 ... Tropical Costa Rica ..........................from $3569
May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699

PLUMBING • HEATING
SUPPLIES

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1293 SOUTH MAIN STREET
PALMER, MA 01069

FAX: 283-6120
PHONE: (413) 283-7561

JOHN & GAIL LEBIDA

PALMER SUPERIOR
It’s Our Anniversary!

Celebrating 60 Years of Success, 
One Client At A Time!

• Located in Post Office Park,  
Wilbraham

• Helping clients live their  
best financial life since 1965

• Accomplished, Friendly  
and Professional

• Contact us for a
 no-fee consultation

at

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

85 Post Office Park • Suite 8524
Wilbraham, MA  01095

Phone 413-596-6992
trombleyassociates.com

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player; 
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Logan Pedder leads the hike as he has done this trail before.
Logan Pedder, Mallory Burden, and Cubmaster Sarah Pedder 
lead the group along the trail.

Ella Darmochwat, the sister of one of the scouts, runs ahead of 
her dad on the trail, collecting sticks.

Logan Pedder and Mallory Burden are the first to the waterfall and they take the time to 
explore.

The hiking group mills around the water attraction, this marking the 
point where the group turned around to head back.

Cub Scouts explore Dingley Dell 
Trail during Summer Hike Series
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lb
$299

$269
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASST. PORK LOIN CHOPS .....

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
8/21/25-8/27/258/21/25-8/27/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB BAG ............

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

WHOLE COOKED
CRAWFISH 3 LB BAG ...........................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. CYRUS O’LEARY’S

CHOCOLATE CREAM, KEY LIME,
LEMON MERINGUE PIES 23-30 OZ 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ............

$699
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER 
LONDON BROIL ................................

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

      

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$219
lb

lb

$499USDA INSP. 
ROAST BEEF ..........................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST 

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKEN ...............................
USDA INSP. BONELESS HATFIELD 
HARDWOOD SMOKED HAM STEAK .. lb

lb
$299

$199

lb
$149

$239

lb

BEEF CHUCK 
STEAKS or ROAST

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

$589
lb

lb

$1179
lb

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Noonan Helps You  
Keep Your Cool

Serving homes in the  
Pioneer Valley since 1890

 Heating | Cooling 
Plumbing | Electrical

Noonan Helps You  
Keep Your Cool

Serving homes in the  
Pioneer Valley since 1890

 Heating | Cooling 
Plumbing | Electrical

4.
5x
3.
5

NoonanEnergy.com • 800-343-8829 
Springfield | Amherst | Palmer 

Noonan Helps You  
Keep Your Cool

Serving homes in the  
Pioneer Valley since 1890

 Heating | Cooling 
Plumbing | Electrical

002962_NE-MonsonSummerFestPrintAd.indd   1002962_NE-MonsonSummerFestPrintAd.indd   1 4/15/22   9:09 AM4/15/22   9:09 AM

NOONAN 
Helps You
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COOL

NoonanEnergy.com
800-343-8829

Springfield | Amherst | Palmer

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

WALES – For a week in 
mid-August, the air around 
Pond #1 at the Norcross 
Wildlife Sanctuary carried the 
steady scent of wood smoke. 
Members of the Nipmuc Na-
tion gathered there from Au-
gust 15–21 to construct a tra-
ditional mishoon, or dugout 
canoe, through the ancestral 
practice of controlled burning 
and carving.

The project marked the 
eighth time in recent years 
that Nipmuc community 
members have created a mi-
shoon, but it was the first to 
be hosted on the 8,000-acre 
Norcross property in Brim-
field. The canoe itself was 
made from a massive white 
pine tree harvested on the 
sanctuary’s land, measuring 
24 feet long and 41 inches in 
diameter.

Andre StrongBearHeart 
Gaines-Roberson Jr., who 
served as one of the leaders 
of the project, described the 
careful process of choosing 
the tree. “The size and shape 
of the tree were critical,” he 
explained. “Length deter-
mines how many paddlers it 
can hold, and diameter affects 
stability. This one was the 
largest we’ve worked with so 
far, which makes it special.” 
Gaines is a cultural bearer for 
the Nipmuc Nation and tribal 
historic preservation officer.

No Loose Braids is a 
Nipmuc-led organization 
dedicated to uniting Eastern 
Woodland Tribal communi-
ties through the revitaliza-
tion of traditional cultural 
practices. The organization 
seeks to reconnect Indige-
nous peoples with ancestral 
knowledge, strengthen bonds 
of reciprocity, and restore 
balance to both communi-
ty and the Earth. Through 
teaching original practices, 
ranging from: brain-tanning 
hides for drums, buckskin, 
and blankets to constructing 
traditional homes (wetuash) 
and burning out dugout ca-
noes (mishoonash); No Loose 
Braids emphasizes cultural 
preservation, intergeneration-
al learning, and community 
empowerment. The group 
also works to address sys-
temic marginalization by ad-
vocating for Tribal rights and 
engaging in dialogue within 
colonial institutions, creat-
ing opportunities for future 
generations to participate in 
cultural and environmental 
stewardship.

Andre StrongBearHeart 
Gaines, Jr., an enrolled citizen 
of the Nipmuc Nation, serves 
as the founder and creative 
director of No Loose Braids. 
A culture bearer, Tribal His-
toric Preservation Officer, 

educator, carpenter, public 
speaker, and Indigenous ac-
tivist, Gaines has spent years 
sharing traditional teachings 
while guiding community 
members and being in rela-
tion with their sister tribes. 
His work includes leading 
Mishoon burns, cultural 
workshops, social dances, 
and speaking engagements 
at Massachusetts schools, 
colleges, and community or-
ganizations. Gaines also sits 
on the boards of the Nipmuc 
Community Land Project and 
the Native Land Conservan-
cy, collaborating with land 
trusts and municipalities to 
advance cultural preservation 
and the LandBack movement. 
Through his work, Gaines 
balances traditional values 
with contemporary life, fos-
tering cultural revitalization, 
family connections, and com-
munity resilience.

The nearly weeklong 
effort required a fire to be 
kept burning day and night. 
Flames were carefully man-
aged in order to hollow out 
the trunk without splitting or 
damaging the log. The em-
bers and charred wood were 
scraped away, gradually 
forming the canoe’s cavity. 
Participants said the process 
required patience, precision, 
and constant attention.

Community members 
also used the time together for 
additional traditional practic-
es. Hides were stretched and 
tanned near the work site, and 
every part of the tree was put 
to use in some way. Gaines 
said this reflected a holistic 
approach. “We utilized this 
time together and with this 
log, the coals, smoke, and 
ash, to work on multiple proj-
ects,” he said.

By the final day, the pine 
tree will have been trans-
formed into a completed ca-
noe: the largest mishoon the 
Nipmuc have made in their 
ongoing revitalization work.

For centuries, Nipmuc 
and other Indigenous commu-
nities of the Northeast relied 
on dugout canoes as essential 
vessels for travel, fishing, and 
trade. Traditionally, chestnut 
and tulip poplar trees were 
the preferred materials. Tulip 
poplar bark was often stripped 
and reused as weather-resis-
tant covering for homes.

The loss of American 
chestnut to blight and the cur-
rent threat to white ash from 
the invasive emerald ash bor-
er have forced adaptations. 
White pine, the tree chosen 
for the Norcross project, has 
become a viable option both 
for its size and availability.

“Traditionally, we used 
multiple tree species, but to-
day we also have to think 
about what’s left and what’s 
being threatened,” Gaines 

said. “By using what we have, 
we not only continue our tra-
ditions but also make sure 
nothing goes to waste.”

Participants said the proj-
ect was not just about produc-
ing a vessel, but about cultural 
preservation and community 
healing.

Tracy Ramos, who in-
troduced herself by her tra-
ditional name, Womanausu 
Muskehtu Muskesuckquash, 
which means Loving Medi-
cine Eyes, said the event car-
ried deep significance. “We 
weren’t allowed to do these 
things in public for a long 
time,” she said. “The fact 
that Norcross not only gave 
us the space but encouraged 
us was significant. This was 
about rebuilding community 
and showing that we are still 
here.”

She added that the sanc-
tuary’s support went beyond 
symbolism. “A lot of people 
have good intentions, but ac-
tion is what matters. Norcross 
gave us that action,” Ramos 
said.

With the Nipmuc reser-

vation in Grafton consisting 
of around just four acres, 
there are few opportunities 
for the community to gath-
er and practice traditions on 
their own land. Public events 
like the mishoon-building of-
fer visibility, education, and 
a chance for younger genera-
tions to learn.

“This was never about 
teaching the public how to 
make a canoe,” Gaines said. 
“It was about showing that 
our community is still alive, 
still thriving, and still here.”

The Brimfield event 
built on earlier projects. Nip-
muc-led mishoon-building 
has been taking place in Mas-
sachusetts since before the 
COVID-19 pandemic, some-
times in partnership with oth-
er tribal nations such as the 
Mashpee Wampanoag.

“It’s important to men-
tion that the Mashpee Wampa-
noag cultural educator, Dari-
us Combs, was my mishoon 
teacher. He taught me and 
now I’m teaching the next 
generation,” Gaines said. The 
Norcross project was among 

the largest Nipmuc-led efforts 
in recent years.

One member of the Nip-
muc community supporting 
the project, reflected on the 
experience of being inside 
one of the completed canoes. 
“You feel connected. It gives 
you a sense of what our ances-
tors experienced,” she said. 
“It was emotional because for 
so long we weren’t able to do 
this, and now we can.”

Others echoed the feeling 
that the work provided both 
grounding and continuity. 
Gaines noted that the younger 
generation of Nipmuc partici-
pants had been central to the 
process. “They were the ones 
holding the flame…literally 
and figuratively,” he said. “It 
was about passing on tradi-
tions, keeping culture alive, 
and making sure we contin-
ue.”

By the close of the week, 
the new mishoon rested be-
side the smaller canoe built 
during an earlier project on 

the sanctuary’s lake. Visitors 
who came throughout the 
week witnessed not only the 
physical creation of the ca-
noe but also the resilience of 
a culture still practicing its 
ways despite centuries of dis-
ruption.

“We’ve always been 
here,” Ramos said. “And we 
have no plans of disappear-
ing.”

Nipmuc revives tradition with weeklong Mishoon-Building

Members of the Nipmuc Nation gathered on the first day of the mishoon burn. 	 Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Trail signs guided visitors 
toward the mishoon camp.

The mishoon project site, where the canoe gradually took 
shape.

Animal hides were stretched and tanned alongside the mishoon 
burn.

A previously completed mishoon rested in the pond alongside 
some kayaks, showing what the burning log will eventually 
become.

Ashes were shoveled out to keep the fire steady and controlled.
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DISCOVER YOUR 
COMMUNITY!

Begin a new journey of happy and healthy living at 
Cedarbrook Village. The care you need for the life you 

deserve – with a plan in place for the future.

CALL 413-758-5377 TO BOOK A TOUR!

ENJOY FABULOUS FRIENDSHIPS.  
PURSUE YOUR PASSIONS. LIVE YOUR BEST LIFE.

INDEPENDENT LIVING ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE

413-758-5377
CedarbrookVillage.com

73 South Street
Ware, MA 01082

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

BINGO IS BACK!
Amvets Post 74

2150 Main St., Three Rivers, MA

Monday, September 8th
Season Opening Night Special!

1 Free Meal with each 
$20 Admission Packet
Doors open at 4:30 p.m.
Kitchen opens at 5 p.m.

Balls drop at 6:25 p.m. Sharp!
We made some changes to the program!

More ways to win more prizes!

Calendar of Events
E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event 
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have an 
event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form and 
as a Word doc or plain email text – no PDFs or flyers, please – 
to journalregister@turley.com.

UPCOMING
AUG. 22

FRIDAY NIGHT ROCKS from 6:30 p.m. To 11:30 p.m. 
Youth Rocks Networking Portion For Young  Musicians To 
Meet Others. Torie Jock & Damage Control are hosting FRI-
DAY NIGHT ROCKS! A rock band series occurring at PHCC! 
Bring your own beverages and your ID’s are required. $10 en-
try fee and doors open at 6 p.m. Bands for August 22 are Ul-
traviolet, Take 2, and The Blares! Special Guests: Jonas Clark, 
Sofia Roman, Max V. Email toriejockmusic@gmail.com for 
more info and for band/vendor/food truck booking.

SEPT. 13
DINNER AND ORGAN RECITAL: On Saturday, Sept. 

13, First Church of Monson, 5 High Street, will hold a dinner 
and organ recital celebrating the restoration of the Swell Di-
vision of the Johnson Organ.  Guest organist will be Robert 
Greene, nationally known composer and organist.  The concert 
will feature works by Bach, Boellmann, and Mendelssohn as 
well as Greene’s original compositions.  The baked ham dinner 
will be served at 5 P.M. followed by the concert at 7 p.m.  Tick-
ets for the dinner and concert are $20.00 available by calling 
Gail at 413 267 4818.  Concert donations of $5.00 are available 
at the door.  The concert is supported in part by the Monson 
Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported by the MA 
Cultural Council, a state agency.

ONGOING 
2025-2026 DRAMA & DANCE PROGRAM Beginning 

September 11th and running through May on  Thursdays at 

PHCC. Does your child love dancing and acting? Have they 
always been interested but never tried? All levels and ages 5 
plus welcome. (Drama students must be able to read.) Also of-
fering Adult Hip Hop & Lyrical Dance Classes. Students must 
be available for show date in May! Date TBD. Adult class stu-
dents can dance in show or choose not to as long as requested 
ahead of time. Contact: trulytorie2000@gmail.com for more 
info and to register.

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or 
both. Brimfield Winery at 35 Main Street in Brimfield. Check 
brimfieldwinery.com for any variations. 

FRIDAY NIGHT CAR CRUISES with Bruce Marshall 
4 p.m. to 9 p.m., come check out the amazing car collection. 
Brimfield Winery 35 Main St. in Brimfield

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2 to 4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice dif-
ferent crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. For more 
information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely 
Rd., Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hik-
ing, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be 
found in the parking lot. The Phillips Sculpture Garden is open 
year-round (handouts in box on one of the signposts). For more 
information call 413-267-4137, email khm@keephomestead-
museum.org or visit keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members 
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month in 
the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild is 
a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplishments, 
from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues are $55 a 
year. For more information, contact Barbara Beaulieu at 267-

4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Follow them on 
Facebook for more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30 
p.m., every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St, 
Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute begin-
ners and beginners, and participants get to dance to all types 
of music. $10 per class. Please wear comfortable footwear, no 
sandals.

WALES CHURCH FARMER’S MARKET - Located in 
the church pavilion across from the post office on the corner of 
Route 19 and Monson Road. Every Saturday morning from 9 
a.m - noon. It will begin on Memorial Day weekend and run 
throughout the summer until Labor Day. We offer homemade 
baked goods, local honey, crafts, flea market items, antiques, 
and fruits and vegetables when in season. Vendors welcome 
and there is no charge to set up a table.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday of ev-
ery month at Top Floor Learning (third floor of the Palmer Li-
brary at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and open to the public. Play 
available board and card games or bring your own. Must be 16 
or older unless accompanied by an adult. No Registration Re-
quired – just show up! Questions? Call 283-2329, or 283-3691, 
or email palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WINTER 
SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is 
located on Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range State 
Park. DCR Interpretive staff will be available for visitors. Com-
ing in January, programs will also be offered to highlight the 
Range’s special nature in winter, see the park web site for de-
tails. 

QI GONG:  Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy 
Emerson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.
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MONSON – As part of 
its ongoing commitment to 
supporting local organiza-
tions, Monson Savings Bank 
proudly donated $2,000 to 
The Graceful Swan through 
its 2025 Community Giving 
Initiative.

Michael Rouette, Exec-
utive Vice President & Chief 
Operating Officer of Mon-
son Savings Bank, present-
ed the donation to Shannon 
Blodgett, President & Direc-
tor of The Graceful Swan. 
The contribution will help 
further the organization’s 
mission to empower dancers 
facing hardships.

“We are honored to sup-
port The Graceful Swan and 
the incredible work they do,” 
said Michael Rouette. “Their 
dedication to uplifting and in-
spiring others aligns perfect-
ly with our values at Monson 
Savings Bank. We are proud 
to contribute to their efforts 
and help make a positive im-
pact in our community.”

The Graceful Swan, a 
Ware based non-profit, was 
founded in 2022 in memory 
of Tara Blodgett, who passed 
away at the age of 38 from 
glioblastoma. Tara’s biggest 
passion was dance and had 
been a dancer for more than 
30 years. In honor of Tara’s 
love for dance, the mission 
of The Graceful Swan is to 
support dance for individu-
als with personal, medical, or 
financial hardships. To learn 
more about The Graceful 
Swan, please visit: https://
www.facebook.com/grace-
fulswaninc/. 

Shannon Blodgett ex-
pressed her gratitude for the 
donation, stating, “This gen-
erous gift from Monson Sav-

ings Bank will allow us to 
reach more individuals who 
can benefit from our services. 
We are deeply thankful for 
their support and belief in our 
mission.”

Monson Savings Bank’s 
Community Giving Initiative 
is designed to support local 
nonprofits and community 
organizations that make a 
meaningful difference in the 
areas the Bank serves. Every 
year, Monson Savings Bank 
invites the public to vote for 
their favorite non-profits they 
would like the Bank to sup-
port in the coming year. To 
learn more about the Monson 
Savings Bank annual Com-
munity Giving Initiative: 
https://www.monsonsavings.
bank/connect/our-communi-
ty/community-giving-initia-
tive.html.

About 
Monson Savings Bank

Incorporated as a mu-
tually chartered community 
bank in 1872, Monson Sav-
ings Bank has one of the 
longest tenures of service 
and stability in its market. 
Civic leaders chartered the 
bank with the intent to give 
working men and women the 
opportunity to save, which 
– incredibly, they could not 
do prior to the bank’s incep-
tion.  Today, Monson Sav-
ings Bank retains its legacy 
of empowerment through 
savings, but has expanded to 
serve its customers with a va-
riety of innovative financial 
services, including digital 
banking, online mortgage ap-
plications and business bank-
ing, and commercial lending. 
The bank has expanded on 
its promise of “where peo-

ple save, businesses prosper, 
and communities benefit” by 
opening offices in Hampden, 
Wilbraham, Ware, and most 
recently East Longmeadow, 
Massachusetts. The bank also 
opened a retail and business 
loan operations center in 
Wilbraham in 2020. Member 
FDIC, Member DIF, Equal 
Housing Lender

Enter with a Delivery Order
1. Visit our website at BlazeXpress.com to browse our menu of premium, lab-tested cannabis products.
2. Place an order for delivery to your home.
3. At checkout, use the promo code BIGE to receive a pre-selected 1g Pre-Roll for just $1.
4. Each completed delivery using the promo code BIGE between now and Sept. 9, 2025, will automatically 

earn you one (1) entry into the sweepstakes. Limit one entry via this method per person, per day.

Free Mail-in Entry NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN
BlazeXpress “Big E Blaze to Win” Sweepstakes, PO Box 6403, Holyoke, MA 01041. Mail-in entries must be 
postmarked by Sept. 9, 2025, and received by September 10th, 2025. Limit one mail-in entry per person.

Front row (Left to Right) Janet Stadnicki, FNP, Michael Hakim, MD, Angela Nurek, DNP,
Back row (Left to Right) Charlene Gryszowka, Kirsten Apraham, Susan Piche, Caitlyn Garceau, RMA, 

Practice Manager, Crystal Best, RMA, Kalise Salzarulo, Dawn Greene, RMA

What makes us stand out is our goal 
to serve all of your medical needs. 

We provide primary care, women’s health services, 
office surgical procedures, and vaccinations. 

Our dedication and commitment 
to the well being of our patients 

and community is our top priority.

182 WEST STREET, WARE MA 01082 • 413-967-5562 OPT 1

 

Here in Ware at 
Dhillon Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. Dhillon & staff offer services:

Dhillon Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
173 West Street, Ware • 413-277-7086 • dhillonfamilydental.com

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9am-5pm, Tuesday 9am-5pm, Friday 8am-3:30pm

We Offer A Smile In A Day!

Dr. Navkiran 
Dhillon, 

BDS DMD MAGD

• Root Canals
• Extractions 
• Implants 
• Veneers 

• Gum Grafts
• Bone Grafts 
• Dentures
• Fillings

• Teeth in a Day
• Invisalign

Submitted photo

Executive Vice President & COO of Monson Savings Bank Michael Rouette proudly presents a 
$2,000 donation to Shannon Blodgett, President & Director of The Graceful Swan.

Monson Savings Bank donates 
$2,000 to The Graceful Swan

Business
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TOWN HALL NEWS  •  BUSINESS HAPPENINGS  •  AREA EVENTS  •  SPORTS

COMMUNITY STORIES  •  SCHOOL COVERAGE  •  CLASSIFIEDS & MORE!

CALL US 

1-413-283-8393
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Use our website 
to securely subscribe 

online at
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Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________
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this FREE edition of 

The Journal Register
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SUBSCRIBING

Current recipients of our weekly paper enjoy 
town news, local stories and articles of 

interest generated in 
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland & Wales 

for more than 150 years

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

3 EASY WAYS 
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TODAY

Please complete this form, and mail it in a secure envelope to: 
Journal Register, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Get the 
Agawam

Advertiser 
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directly 
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WILBRAHAM – In the 
semifinals of the Spec Pond 
Summer Basketball League 
playoffs, Palmer Blue Dev-
ils fell in the semifinals of 
the 7-8 Boys Division play-
offs against Hampshire on 
Friday, Aug. 8 53-35. 

Because the boys di-
vision was crowded, the 
two teams did not meet 
in the regular season. 

Palmer went 8-2 
in the regular season. The 
Blue Devils beat Ludlow in 
the quarterfinals.

Blue Devils fall 
to Hampshire

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

MONSON – A to-
tal of 19 student-athletes 
from Southern New Hamp-
shire University received 
the  Northeast-10 Confer-
ence  Presidents’ Award for 
Academic Excellence this 
past spring.

One of the honorees is 
Monson’s Sydnie DeVries, 
who was the only member of 
the Penmen women’s basket-
ball team to receive the pres-
tigious award this year.

The  Presidents’ Award 
was established in 2021 and 
is given to graduating  NE-
10 student-athletes who have 
attained the Latin honor of 
Magna Cum Laude or bet-
ter at their institution. The 
student-athletes also need 
to participate in at least two 
seasons of  NE-10 compe-
tition and are a current stu-
dent-athlete at the time of 
graduation.  

“It was really special 
to be selected for the Presi-
dents’ Award,” DeVries said. 
“I also received the School of 
Business Dean’s Award, and 
I was selected as the over-
all top student in my sports 
management program as 

DeVries 
brings in
President’s 
Award

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW – After being 
forced to play the final 20 
minutes of regulation with 
only ten players, the chances 
of winning the Pioneer Val-
ley Summer Soccer League 
men’s championship title for 
the second consecutive year 
didn’t looking very promis-
ing for third-seeded Villa FC.

The defending champi-
ons, who were trailing 1-0, 
managed to tie the match 
against top-seeded Cap & 
Hitch of New England with 
less than a minute remaining 
in the second half.

The score remained tied 
during the two 10-minute 
overtime periods. 

During the ninth round 
of the penalty shootout, Villa 
goalie Lucas Morales-Fer-
nandez made an outstanding 
diving save giving his team 
an exciting 1-1 (9-8 PK’s) 
win over Cap & Hitch at Lu-
sitano Stadium in Ludlow 
earlier this month.

“This is our second 
championship in a year, and 
it feels excellent,” said Vil-
la player/ coach Mike Lima 
following the match, which 
lasted more than two hours. 
“We’re one of the better 
teams in this league, so ev-
erybody always wants to be 
beat us. We were trailing late 
in second half, but we were 
able to battle back.”

Lima, who shared the 
coaching duties with Ruben 
Sousa, is one of the Villa FC 

Short-handed
Villa FC 
captures 
PVSSL Men’s 
Championship

WILBRAHAM – On Sunday, Aug. 
10, Tantasqua Summer Warriors were 
big winners as they defeated Play for 
MJK 20-6 in the finals of the 5-6 A Di-
vision in the Spec Pond Summer Basket-
ball League.

DEVRIES   ❙   page 12

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Mason Cowher heads 
down the court.

PVSSL   ❙   page 12

Dominick Venneri strides toward the paint.

Max Wilkerson shoots with 
pressure coming.

Hunter Laviolette takes 
his shot.Luke Haley makes his way down the court.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Maddie Contois goes for a shot.

Angela Ren tries to get around an opponent to 
shoot.

Juliana Fluery sends a pass away.

Emi Dougherty shoots in traffic.Averie Toomey dribbles near the arc.

SOCCER SOCCER

Seth Peets shoots on the run.

Summer Warriors capture title
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143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

413-967-3327
www.moultoninsurance.com

Maddie Contois
Tantasqua High School

Contois was part of a Tantasqua Summer 
Warriors team that captured a championship in 
the Spec Pond Summer Basketball League this 
month.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli 
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to 
gscibelli@turley.com.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Summer Edition
EAST BROOKFIELD 

– The Thursday Mixed Sum-
mer League at Bogey Lanes 
has come to an end. 

After 14 weeks of league 
candlepin bowling, the team 
of Dave Sanborn, Tammy 
Butler, Steve Burritt, and 
Keith Butler finished in first 
place with a record of 75-37. 
Finishing in second place just 
one point shy is the team of 
Karen Olszta, Jackson Loom-
er, Nate Fontaine and Aaron 
Fontaine (Team Seven) with 
a record of 74-38. The team 
broke the tie with Team Five 
due to having the highest 
pinfall during the summer 
league. 

The team of Phil Clough, 
Aaron Halbedel, Shawn 
Rackus, and Jordan Waugh 
(Team Five) finished in third 
place with a record of 74-38. 
The Kolb Krew finished in 
fourth place with a record of 
68-44. 

In the final week, Mix 
Ups bowled against the Po-
lar Rollers. In game one, Mix 
Ups won by a score of 446-
429. Patrick Capri of Mix 
Ups began the match with a 
109 to help his team get the 
victory. 

In game two, Mix Ups 
won again by a score of 428-
423. In game three, Mix Ups 
won with a sweep over Polar 
Rollers, 450-408. Mix Ups 
finished in seventh place with 
a record of 48-64. The final 
score was 1324-1260 in favor 
of Mix Ups. 

Team Nine bowled 
against Team Five in the fi-
nal week. In game one, Team 
Five defeated Team Nine by a 
score of 448-441. Phil Clough 
of Team Five began the match 
with a 116. 

In game two, Team Five 
won again by a score of 477-
444. Aaron Halbedel of Team 
Five bowled a 119 and his 
teammate Shawn Rackus 
bowled a 117. In game three, 
Team Five won to sweep 
Team Nine by a score of 456-
438. Rackus finished strong 
with a 120. 

The final score was 1381-
1323 in favor of Team Five. 
The individual high series 
of the match was bowled by 
Aaron Halbedel with a 330. 

The Kolb Krew bowled 
against The Bowl Busters in 
the final week. In game one, 
Bowl Busters won by a score 
of 426-409. In game two, 
Kolb Krew bounced back 
and won 444-413. Drew Kolb 
bowled a 108 to get the victo-
ry for his team. 

In game three, Kolb 
Krew won again by a score of 
429-419. The final score was 
1282-1258 in favor of Kolb 
Krew, who finished in fourth 
place in the summer league 
on Thursday nights. 

The soon to be crowned 
champions, The Furs, bowled 
against Glen Echo Rollers. In 
game one, The Furs won by 
a score of 464-401. In game 
two, The Furs won again by 
a score of 467-407. In game 
three, The Furs concluded the 
league by winning the last 
game, 453-423. 

Fall leagues will be start-
ing in September at Bogey 
Lanes.

Candlepin League News

well. It’s nice to be recog-
nized not only for my bas-
ketball accomplishments, but 
for also working hard in the 
classroom.”

DeVries, who graduated 
from Monson High School in 
2021, was a Sports Manage-
ment and Marketing Major in 
college.

“I was a double major,” 
she said. “I originally want-
ed to become a coach after I 
stopped playing basketball. 
During my freshman year of 
college, I became interested 
in the business side of sports. 
I picked up the Marketing 
Major in my second year of 
college. That’s when I started 
to shift my focus to the busi-
ness side of sports.”

DeVries became the 
fourth player in the history 
of the Lady Mustangs bas-
ketball team to score 1,000 
career points during a 57-27 
home victory against Sabis 
on April 7, 2021. The high 
school basketball season 
took place during the spring 
that year due to the COVID 
19 pandemic. 

The first three girls 1,000 
point scorers at Monson 
High School were Meghan 
Boyle, Katelyn Metzger, and 
Angie Arbour. Olivia Chrar-
zan, who graduated in June, 
finished her outstanding high 
school basketball career as 
Monson’s all-time leading 
scorer.  

DeVries made her first 
visit to Southern New Hamp-
shire University, which is in 
Manchester, as a sophomore 
in high school. 

“I visited the school for 
the first time with my parents 
(Karen + Paul),” she said. 
“When we walked into the 
training room, all the girls 
stopped what they were do-
ing and said hi to me. When-
ever there is a recruit in the 
building, the current players 
says hello to them. None of 

the other schools that I was 
looking at did that. It turned 
out to be the difference mak-
er for me in the end.”  

Even though DeVries 
was a senior on the Southern 
New Hampshire women’s 
basketball team last year, she 
does have another year of el-
igibility remaining because 
she redshirted as a freshman.

“I’m really looking 
forward to playing basket-
ball for one more season,” 
DeVries said. “We had a very 
young team last year, but we 
do have a lot of players re-
turning this year. I’ll be sad 
when my basketball career is 
finally over. I’m very close 
with coach (Karen) Pinkos 
and the entire coaching staff, 
which made my decision to 
return for another year very 
easy. They’ve always been 
very supportive of me.” 

DeVries is in the process 
of finishing her Masters De-
gree. 

DeVries, who’s a for-
ward, didn’t play in any 
games as a college freshman, 
but she was still able to prac-
tice with the basketball team.

“I was practicing against 
older players which helped 
me improve my skills,” she 
said. “I also traveled with 
the team to the away games. 
Looking back, I’m very glad 
that I decided to redshirt.”    

As a sophomore, 
DeVries played in 29 games. 
She was a starter in three of 
those games.

The Penmen lost to 
Bentley University at home 
in the NE-10 championship 
game that season.

“When I was a freshman 
at Monson, we won the West-
ern Mass. title on my birth-
day,” DeVries said.  “The 
NE-10 championship game 
was played on the day before 
my birthday, and it would’ve 
been cool if we were able to 
win another championship 
on my birthday. It was still a 
fun experience.”

The Penmen have quali-
fied for the NCAA Division 
2 tournament in three of the 
past four years.

“Playing in the NCAA 
tournament is a lot different 
than a regular season game,” 
DeVries said. “We hosted the 
NCAA tournament when I 
was a freshman.” 

Prior to the start of her 
junior season, DeVries was 
selected as a captain by 
coach Pinkos, who’s entering 
her 20th season as the South-
ern New Hampshire wom-
en’s basketball coach.

“Coach Pinkos allows 
the players to vote for the 
captain, but she’s the one 
who makes the ultimate de-
cision,” DeVries said. “This 
is my third year being a cap-
tain and I’m one of the team 
leaders. I really enjoy being 
in that role.” 

DeVries, who never 
once thought about put-
ting her name in the NCAA 
transfer portal, started all 27 
games last season as a senior.

AIC is also a member 
of the NE-10 conference. A 
lot of DeVries family and 
friends are sitting in the 
bleachers when the Penmen 
make their annual trip to 
Springfield.

DeVries spent this past 
summer living in New York 
City interning with the New 
York Mets.

“Interning with the New 
York Mets has been an in-
credible experience,” said 
DeVries, who’s a Red Sox 
fan. “I’m working in the sea-
son ticketing department. I 
got to meet with a lot of fans. 
I give them a ballpark tour 
and tell them about the dif-
ferent membership options. 
It was a very good learning 
experience, and it was a very 
enjoyable experience for me.”

After her college basket-
ball career comes to an end 
next spring, DeVries would 
like to work for a profession-
al sports team.

DEVRIES  ❙  from page 11

players who graduated from 
Ludlow High School.  

The other former Lud-
low High School soccer 
players listed on the Villa 
FC roster are Kyle Tomas, 
who received a red card 
during the 60th minute, 
Brandon McCarthy and 
Enzo Botta.

A year ago, Villa FC, 
who plays their home 
matches at Minnechaug Re-
gional, defeated Lusitano 
White in the men’s finals. 
They also took home the 
championship trophy in 
2017 with a 3-2 win over 
Pros Malaca.

Anthony Basile was 
selected as this year’s MVP 
award winner. He was also 
the M.V.P. of the 2017 
championship match.

“This is a very special 
team with a lot of very spe-
cial players,” said Basile, 
who’s from East Long-
meadow. “I’m very happy 
that I’m still able to be a 
part of it.”

 Villa FC, who finished 
the regular season with a 
9-1-2 record, advanced into 
this year’s finals after de-
feating sixth-seeded STCC 
Alum in a penalty shootout 
in the quarterfinals, and Lu-
sitano Red, 6-2, in the semi-
finals.

Cap & Hitch (11-1) 
joined the prestigious sum-
mer league a year ago. They 
dispatched eighth-seeded 
Empower Health, 5-0, in 
the quarterfinals and the 
White’s 6-2 in the semifi-
nals.

“This was just an un-
believable match by both 
teams. It’s tough that some-
one had to lose,” said Cap & 
Hitch head coach Bennett 
Walsh. “I’ve never been 
involved in a match where 
they were 18 shots in the 
penalty shootout. I’m very 
proud of my guys.”

Both teams had chanc-
es to take the lead during 
the first half, which was 40 
minutes long.

Cap & Hitch had the 
first opportunity during the 
26th minute.

Ethan Czaporows-
ki, who played soccer at 
Belchertown High School, 
weaved around a couple of 
defenders inside the box 
before firing a shot that de-
flected off the crossbar.

Another former 
Belchertown player listed 
on the Cap & Hitch roster 
is Shay O’Neill, who’s fa-
ther, Devin, is the longtime 
men’s soccer coach at West-
ern New England Universi-
ty. 

A minute later, Gabriel 
Ganzer, who plays for Vil-
la, had a breakaway oppor-
tunity, but his shot attempt 
bounced off the left post.

Ganzer, who’s a for-
mer member of the Western 
Mass. Pioneers, recorded a 
hat-trick in last year’s finals. 
He was also selected as the 
2024 MVP winner.

This year’s champion-
ship match was still score-
less at the half.

Cap & Hitch was giv-
en a penalty shot by referee 
Fabio Cardoso following a 
foul in the box twenty min-
utes into the second half.

Kamer Nuhiu, who 
graduated from Agawam 
High School, stepped up to 
the line and fired a shot into 
the net past Morales-Fer-
nandez.

During that sequence, 
Cardoso gave Tomas a red 
card leaving Villa with only 
ten players on the field.

Cardoso continued to 
issue yellow cards like they 
were parking tickets, which 
kept the match from getting 
out of control.

Basile tied the score at 
1-1 after putting a shot into 
the net past goalie Alberto 
Truoiolo with only a couple 
seconds remaining in regu-
lation.

“I just saw an opportu-
nity,” he said. “I just swung 
my foot and watched the 
ball roll to the back of the 
net. It just felt great.” 

At the end of the sec-
ond overtime period, Bry-
ant Keeney had a chance 
to be the hero for Villa, but 
his line-drive shot hooked 
wide.

The nine Villa players 
that made PK’s during the 
shootout were Andre Mor-
rison, Joao Miranda, Shane 
Sewell, Andrew Ortiz, Quin 
Serafino, Mason Perham, 
Mike Willis, McCarthy, and 
Ganzer.

The eight PK’s made 
by the Cap & Hitch play-
ers were Simba Pelletier, 
Bennett Walsh Jr., John 
Senn-McNally, Dominic 
Cirelli, Connor Weslocki, 
Czaporowski, O’Neill, and 

Nuhiu.
Morales-Fernandez fi-

nally ended the match by 
making a save on a shot at-
tempt by Nathan Sanchez. 

It was another memo-
rable summer for the mem-
bers of Villa FC.

PVSSL  ❙  from page 11

Mike Willis, of Ludlow, heads 
the ball for Villa.

Villa FC captured the PVSSL Men’s Championship earlier this month. 	 Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
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INDIAN ORCHARD – 
DOZYNKI Celebration will 
be held at Immaculate Con-
ception Church Hall, 25 Park-
er Street, Indian Orchard on 
August 23, 2025 from 2 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. with Polish Plate 
Dinner (4 Pierogi, Golabek, 
Kielbasa, Kapusta and Rye 
Bread) $20 per plate, eat in 
or take out, wine, beer, water 
and soda available for pur-
chase. 

No outside food or drink 
will be allowed.

Homemade baked goods 
will be available for purchase 

from the youth, tickets are 
available by calling Maria 
Kowalski at 413-222-6229, 
Irena Wurszt at 413-427-
5846, or the parish office at 
413-543-3627 opt. 4 Mon. 
and Tues. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Frozen Polish food will 
also be available Golabki (3) 
$12, Kapusta (Large)$10.

Pierogi (Cabbage, Potato 
& cheese $14, Sweet Cheese, 
Blueberries $15)

There will NOT be a sale 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. as pre-
viously published only from 2 
p.m. to 6 p.m.

Polish Food sale hosted

136 Pleasant Street
Ware, MA 01082 

Tel: 413-277-6060

WWW.SNOWSSURFSHACK.COM

AUGUST 14TH 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR 

grand
opening
NOW
OPEN
Join Us Today!

A “Just Dance” setup encour-
aged movement and laughter, 
while a craft station offered a 
quieter creative outlet. Pizza 
was served for dinner.

“It’s just kind of a chill 
hang,” Chartrand explained. 
“Some kids like the struc-
tured games, others just want 
to hang out. We make sure 
there’s something for every-
one.”

The After Hours Library 
Rave series began in October 
2024 with a Halloween par-
ty and has since developed 
a loyal core group of about 
ten regular attendees, with 
additional participants de-
pending on the theme. Past 
events have included a Squid 
Game-inspired night and oth-
er seasonal celebrations.

“This gives kids and 
teens a place to hang out 
that is exclusively theirs,” 
Chartrand said. “No parents 
allowed. They get to inde-
pendently explore, enjoy 
what the library has to offer, 
and just be themselves.”

Friday’s party drew 14 
registrations, with 13 show-
ing up; a strong turnout that 
reflected the popularity of the 
program. The next scheduled 

After Hours event will take 
place on October 24, when 
the library hosts its second 
annual Halloween party, 
marking one full year of the 
series.

“It’s been great to see 
the variety of themes and 
how kids respond to them,” 
Chartrand said. “Some come 
dressed up, some in paja-
mas, some in cosplay. It’s 
all across the map, and that’s 
what I love to see.”

For more information on 
upcoming youth programs, 
visit the Palmer Public Li-
brary or check the library’s 
website and social media.

KIDS  ❙  from page 1

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Olivia Chartrand explained the night’s programs to the teens who attended the “Nowhere to Wear it” party.

Teens explored the empty library, playing scavenger hunts and games after hours.

WARE – The Ware 
Grange Fair will be held 
on August 23 at the Grange 
Hall on Rte. 9 in Ware at 
297 Belchertown Rd.

This year’s Fair will 
feature a fun dog show and 
the Kids’ Corner “Funtas-
tic Fair Festival” family 
event. 

The fair will also fea-
ture exhibits, games, raf-
fles, a bake sale, live mu-

sic, a barbecue dinner, and 
an auction.

Exhibits may be en-
tered on Thursday, August 
21 from 5 to 7 p.m. or Fri-
day, August 22 from 9 to 
11 a.m. 

For more information, 
details on exhibiting, or to 
make reservations for the 
barbecue, visit call 413-
284-1135 or visit ware-
grange.org.

Ware Grange Fair 
to be held Aug. 23

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Mongolian politician
  5. Coconut palms
 10. Rounded knob
 14. Japanese city
 15. Covers in soft 

material
 16. Walk around
 17. Ancient region in 

Syria
 18. French painter
 19. Grandmother
 20. Cow part
 22. Rocky peak
 23. Secret plan
 24. Sings to one’s lover
 27. More (Spanish)
 30. Father
 31. Chinese 

philosophical 
principle

 32. Hat
 35. In agreement
 37. A person’s brother 

or sister
 38. Evil spirit
 39. Monetary units
 40. Partner to cheese

 41. About Sun
 42. A place to dance
 43. Performer __ Lo 

Green
 44. Beach accessory
 45. Recipe measurement 

(abbr.)
 46. Partly digested food
 47. Pooch
 48. Honorific title added 

to family name
 49. Salts
 52. Lichens genus
 55. Lowest point of a 

ridge
 56. Type of sword
 60. Albanian language
 61. Gold measurement
 63. Italian seaport
 64. Longtime late night 

host
 65. Extremely angry
 66. U. of Miami mascot
 67. Mid-month day
 68. Omitted from printed 

matter
 69. Upper body part

CLUES DOWN
  1. Two-toed sloth
  2. Cooking ingredient
  3. Iranian city
  4. Publicly outs
  5. Steep-sided hollow
  6. Spoke
  7. General law or rule
  8. Extravagantly 

theatrical
  9. Very fast airplane
 10. Arm bones
 11. Ancient kingdom 

near Dead Sea
 12. __ fide: legitimate
 13. Gemstone
 21. Counsels
 23. Top exec
 25. Cool!
 26. Touch lightly
 27. Extract money via 

taxation
 28. Dyes
 29. Cloying sweetness
 32. Soft drinks
 33. Capital of Guam
 34. Chemical compound 
 36. The bill in a 

restaurant
 37. Car mechanics group
 38. Late comedian 

Newhart
 40. Health care for the 

aged
 41. Wise individuals
 43. A passage with 

access only at one 
end

 44. Trim
 46. Former OSS
 47. The upper surface of 

the mouth
 49. Edible lily bulbs
 50. Type of reef
 51. Vaccine developer
 52. Mottled citrus fruit
 53. A place to store lawn 

tools
 54. Rare goose native to 

Hawaii
 57. Hollywood pig
 58. Musician Clapton
 59. Take a chance
 61. Spanish soldier
 62. Mark Wahlberg 

comedy

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com
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Monson Public Schools 
Offers Meals at No Cost for Students

Monson Public Schools participates the National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast Program. As part of this 
program, all schools offer healthy meals every school day at NO COST to the students due to the implementation of the 
Community Eligibility Provision for school year 2025-2026. Students receive breakfast and lunch at school without having to 
pay a fee or submit a household application.

Non-Discrimination Statement:
In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this 
institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual 
orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should 
contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 
and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20
P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing 
a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written 
description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) 
about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to 
USDA by:

1. mail: 
 U.S. Department of Agriculture Office 
 of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
 1400 Independence Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax:
 (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email: 
 program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.  
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Monson Public Schools participates the National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast Program. As part of this 
program, all schools offer healthy meals every school day at NO COST to the students due to the implementation of the 
Community Eligibility Provision for school year 2025-2026. Students receive breakfast and lunch at school without having to 
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U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
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(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 
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program.intake@usda.gov 
 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 
 

In the classroom

WILBRAHAM – Pedi-
atric & Adolescent Medicine 
awards The George F. Vitek 
Scholarship to a deserving 
high school senior with excel-
lent academic achievement, 
dedication to their communi-

ty and a plan to study in the 
field of science or medicine. 
This year we were able to 
award the scholarship to five 
deserving students.  

  Dr. Martins present-
ed the 2025 George F. Vitek 

Scholarship to Ela Dias from 
Ludlow, who will be attend-
ing Quinnipiac University.   
Dr. Lareau presented the 2025 
George F. Vitek Scholarship 
to Nina Gallagher from Wil-
braham, who will be attend-
ing Suffolk University.   Dr. 
Kasper presented the 2025 
George F. Vitek Scholarship 
to Victoria Gonzalez from 
Wilbraham, who will be at-
tending Bowdoin College. Dr. 
Dewey presented the 2025 
George F. Vitek Scholarship 
to Lillian Knight from Ware, 
who will be attending the 
University of Rhode Island. 
Dr. Malik presented the 2025 
George F. Vitek Scholarship 
to Rachelle Morse from Mon-
son, who will be attending 
Western New England Uni-
versity.    

Congratulations, we wish 
you all the best.

Pediatric & Adolescent Medicine 
awards scholarships to students

Dr. Malik presented the 2025 George F. Vitek Scholarship to Ra-
chelle Morse from Monson, who will be attending Western New 
England University.    

PALMER – Pathfinder 
Regional VTHS participates 
in the National School Lunch 
Program and the School 
Breakfast Program. As part of 
this program, all schools offer 
healthy meals every school 
day at no cost to the students 
due to the implementation 
of the Community Eligibili-
ty Provision for school year 
2025-2026. Students receive 
breakfast and lunch at school 
without having to pay a fee 
or submit a household appli-
cation.

Non-Discriminat ion 
Statement:

In accordance with fed-
eral civil rights law and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) civil rights regula-
tions and policies, this in-
stitution is prohibited from 
discriminating on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, 
sex (including gender iden-
tity and sexual orientation), 
disability, age, or reprisal 

or retaliation for prior civil 
rights activity.

Program information 
may be made available in 
languages other than English. 
Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means 
of communication to obtain 
program information (e.g., 
Braille, large print, audiotape, 
American Sign Language), 
should contact the respon-
sible state or local agency 
that administers the program 
or USDA’s TARGET Cen-
ter at (202) 720-2600 (voice 
and TTY) or contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay 
Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program dis-
crimination complaint, a 
Complainant should com-
plete a Form AD-3027, 
USDA Program Discrimina-
tion Complaint Form which 
can be obtained online at: 
https://www.usda.gov/sites/
default/files/documents/US-
DA-OASCR%20P-

Complaint-Form-0508-
0002-508-11-28-17Fax-
2Mail.pdf, from any USDA 
office, by calling (866) 632-
9992, or by writing a letter 
addressed to USDA. The 
letter must contain the com-
plainant’s name, address, 
telephone number, and a 
written description of the al-
leged discriminatory action 
in sufficient detail to inform 
the Assistant Secretary for 
Civil Rights (ASCR) about 
the nature and date of an al-
leged civil rights violation. 
The completed AD-3027 
form or letter must be submit-
ted to USDA by mail to U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 
Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary for Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW; 
Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410; or fax: (833) 256-1665 
or (202) 690-7442; or email: 
program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an 
equal opportunity provider.

Pathfinder Regional offers 
meals at no cost for students

HOLYOKE – Registra-
tion is now open for noncredit 
professional development and 
personal enrichment classes at 
Holyoke Community College 
for the fall 2025 semester.

The fall calendar begins 
Sept. 2, with individual class-
es running on different sched-
ules throughout the semester. 
Many are available as single 
sessions that cost as little as 
$49.

Classes for fall include 
cooking (charcuterie, Med-
iterranean, Spanish, tapas), 
wine tasting (organic, Rhone, 

California, holiday), sewing 
(for beginners), sewing (ma-
chine), painting (watercolors 
beginner and intermediate), 
painting (water soluble oil), 
drawing for beginners, piano 
(for pleasure, private lessons), 
dance fusion, conversational 
French, conversational Span-
ish, Spanish for healthcare 
professionals, hat making, 
music technology, voiceover 
coaching, financial literacy, 
retirement planning, Social 
Security strategies, Mass-
Health overview, medical 
interpreting, K-12 education 

(professional development), 
EMT Basic Training, real es-
tate licensing, notary public 
and Quickbooks.

Most classes meet in the 
Kittredge Center for Business 
and Workforce Development 
on the main HCC campus, 
303 Homestead Ave. Cooking 
and wine tasting classes meet 
at the HCC MGM Culinary 
Arts Institute, 164 Race St.

To see complete fall 
course listings and schedules, 
or to register, please visit hcc.
edu/bcs. More classes will be 
added as fall approaches.

Registration open at HCC for 
fall 2025 noncredit classesTeacher Assistant Preschool (Ware) $5,000 Bonus!

Experience meaningful relationships with children birth-five while earning your CDA for 
free!  EEC Teacher Certification preferred, High School/GED required.  27.5 hours/week/
school year.  Salary Range $18.42-$19.55/hour + .50-$1 bilingual differential. 
Outstanding benefits, training, and professional development in a collaborative work 
environment. We offer Health Insurance, Dental Insurance, Retirement Plan, Flexible 
Spending Plans, Vision Insurance, Long-Term Disability Insurance, Sick, Vacation, Float time 
and 12.5 paid Holidays. Community Action is a qualifying employer for the Public Service 
Loan Forgiveness program. 
Employment is contingent upon satisfactory completion of a background investigation, 
including CORI, DCF, SORI, and fingerprint-based national CORI, NCOR, and out of state 
checks if applicable.
Please go to https://www.communityaction.us/employment for a full job description, 
information regarding benefits and to apply. 

Community Action is committed to a diverse workforce. AA/EOE/ADA 



August 21, 2025    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTER PAGE 15

w

1307 Park Street, Palmer • 413-283-5238
www.DemoresAutomotive.com

from Jay, Class of ‘95 and 
Michelle, Class of ‘96 

Pathfinder Regional High School

PALMER HIGH SCHOOL
Bus stop times and locations may change

Route 1 – 6:45 a.m. – Start on North Main 
Street for pickups at Paramount Pizza parking 
lot, Les’ Auto, and Dunkin Donuts - Express to 
King St for pickup at Country Bank - Express 
to South Main Street for pickups on S. Main 
and at Dublin St, Chestnut St, Oak St, Conant 
St - Express to Breckenridge Street for pick-
ups – Express to stop on River St.- Express to 
PHS (7:15 a.m.)

Route 2 – 6:40 a.m. – Start on Ware Street 
for pickups to Rondeau Road - Right onto 
Rondeau Road for pickups - Right onto Olney 
Road for stops continuing onto Hickory Lane 
for stop - returning to Ware Street  - right on 
Ware St with pickups to Walmart - Right onto 
River Street for pickups along River and at 
Countryside, Lauren, and Gay St. - Express to 
PHS (7:15 a.m.)

Route 3 – 6:42 a.m. – Start on Wilbraham 
Street for pickups - Right onto Three Rivers 
Road for pickup at Laurel/Juniper Street - Re-
turn to Three Rivers Road to Burlingame Road 
for pickups - Express to Baptist Hill Road for 
pickups – Left on Wilbraham St for pickups - 
Express to Calkins Road for pickups to Palmer 
Road for pickups = Express to PHS (7:15 a.m.)

Route 4 – 6:51 a.m. – Start on Park St for 
stop at corner of Walnut – Left on Winthrop 
Street for pickups at corner of Cabot/Alden 
Streets, Emalda/ Geraldine Street and Berk-
shire/Geraldine- Continue to Pinney Street 
for pickup - Express to Thorndike Street for 
pickups, - Left onto Mt. Dumplin Road for 
pickups along Mt. Dumplin, left on Memory 
Lane for stops, Right onto Desimone Dr. for 
stops - Return to Mt. Dumplin Road for pick-
ups - Express to PHS (7:15 a.m.)

Route 5 – 6:42 a.m. – Stop on Rondeau 
Road at West Ware Road, right on Boston Rd 
for Stops, continue to Park St for Stops along 
Park, stops at E. Palmer Park Dr. and XTRA 
Mart, right on Thorndike St, stop at Converse 
St, left on High St for stops along High-Ex-
press to PHS (7:15 a.m.)

Route 6 – 6:38 a.m. – Start on Flynt for 
stops, left on Smith for stop at French St, right 
on Beech St for stops, - Left onto Country 
Lane for pickups - Left onto Peterson Road for 
pickups - Left on to St. John Street for pick-
ups - Right onto Old Warren Road for pickups 
at Katie Lane- Express to State St for stops 
along State St. - Express to PHS (7:15 a.m.)

Route 7 - 6:28 a.m. – Start on Flynt St for 
stops along Flynt, stops at Carter and Whalen. 
Left on Cedar Hill St. for stops along Cedar 
Hill, Left on Homestead for stops, Express to 
Mason St for stop at Fairfield Dr -Express to 
Fieldstone Dr for stops at Ridge Rd and Old 
Farm Rd. Left on Old Farm Rd for stops, Left 

onto Carriage for stops, Left on Mason for 
stops along Mason, Left on Thompson St for 
stops along Thompson, Left on Flynt for stops 
on Flynt. Express to Stimson St for Stops 
along Stimson. Right onto Gates for stops at 
Forest Lake Rd. and along Gates St - Express 
to PHS (7:15 a.m.)

Route 8 – 6:54 a.m. – Start on North Street 
for pickups - Left onto Norbell Street - Left 
onto Belchertown Road for Stops, - Right 
onto Chudy Street for stops at Barker St. and 
Linda St. and along Chudy- Left onto Glenn 
Street for stops – Express to Ford St. for stop 
at Central St - Express to Bourne Street for 
pickups Express to Palmer HS (7:15 a.m.)

Route 9 – 6:48 a.m. – Start on South Main/
Prospect Street for pickups - Right onto South 
High Street for pickups - Right onto State 
Street-Left on Jim Ash Rd. for pickups – Left 
on Griffin St for pickups along Griffin. Stop at 
Griffin and Stewart - Right onto High Street 
for pickups – Left on Maple, Left on Main St. 
for Pickups at Center St, Spring St., State 
St, and Crawford St. Right onto Pine St for 
stops – Left on Fuller Rd. for stop at Ains 
Manor- Left on Sykes St, Right on Thorndike 
St. To Pleasant St. - Stop at Pleasant St and 
Elizabeth St - Express to PHS (7:15 a.m.)

Route 10 – 6:58 a.m. – North Main St for 
Stops at Capitol Cleaners - across from 
O’Reilly Auto Parts – Left on Thorndike St 
stop at Foster St, left on Lawrence St, stop 
at Lawrence Apt - Left on Shearer for stops 
at Beacon Dr, Longview, Prospect St, and 
Randall St - Right on North Main for pickups 
- Stop at corner of Temple Street and Fletcher 
Street - Express to PHS (7:15 a.m.)

Route 11 – 7:01 a.m. – Start at Springfield 
Street for Stops - Left onto Chilson Road - 
Left onto Three Rivers Road for stop - Right 
onto Springfield Street for stops at Anderson 
Street and Hryniewicz Park - Express to PHS 
(7:15 a.m.)

OLD MILL POND
Bus stop times and locations may change

Route 1 - 7:57 a.m. – Thompson St for 
stops, Right on Mason St becomes Nipmuck 
St, Right on Rt 20 Park St, Right on Winthrop 
St for stops, Left on Cabot St, Right on Geral-
dine St for stop at Berkshire, Left on Berk-
shire St, Left on Breckenridge St, Left on Park 
St, Right onto Stone St, Right on South Main 
St for stops, stops at Strong, Chestnut, Dublin, 
Continue onto Main St for stop at Sunny Nails, 
Left on Bridge St for stop at Fern Hill Rd, 
turnaround, left on Main St, Continue onto N. 
Main St, stops at Rockview, Shaw, Les’s Auto, 
Capitol Cleaners, express to OMP for Drop off 
at 8:30 AM

Route 2 - 7:46 a.m. –Thorndike Street to Rt. 
32 North (Ware St) for stops along Ware St. 

Right onto Rondeau Road, Right onto Olney 
Rd for stops, Loop on Hickory Lane, Left onto 
Rondeau Road for stops, Right on Ware St 
for stops, Right on River St, Right on Lauren 
Dr for stops, Right on Countryside Dr, Right 
onto River Street for stops along River, and at 
Gay St. Straight on Center St becomes High 
St, Right on Commercial St, Right on Main 
St, Right on Church St for stops at Hill St and 
Post Office, Left on Main Street for stops, 
Drop off at OMP at 8:30 AM.

Route 3 - 7:58 a.m. – Wilbraham Street 
(Route 20), Right onto Three Rivers Road, 
Right on Circle Dr for stops, Right on Laurel 
Dr, Right on Circle Dr, Right on Three Rivers 
Rd, Right onto Burlingame Road for stops, to 
Baptist Hill Road for stops, Left onto Wilbra-
ham Street, Left onto Calkins Road for stops, 
stop at Overlook, Left on Palmer Road for 
stops at South St, Right on Bridge St, Right 
on North St for stops and stop at Norbell, Left 
onto Norbell Street, Left onto Belchertown 
Road for stops, Left on Main Street for stops, 
Express to OMP for drop off at 8:30.

Route 4 – 7:55 a.m. –  Thorndike St, Right 
on Converse St for stop at Walnut, Right on 
Central St for stop at Park, Left on Park St for 
stop at Maple, Pearl, Buddy’s Auto, Left on 
Breckenridge St, Left on Pinney St for stops, 
Left on Park St for stops, Left on School St 
for stops at Pleasant, Right on Pleasant St for 
stop at Walnut, Right on Thorndike St, Left 
on Pine Street for stop at King, Left on King 
St for stop at Highland, Left on Highland St 
for stop at Cute Kids, Knox, Left on Knox St, 
Right on Pine Street, Left on Thorndike St for 
stops on Thorndike and at Forest Hill, Left on 
High Street, Right on Commercial St for stops, 
Express to OMP for 8:30 Arrival

Route 5 – 7:40 a.m. – Start on corner of 
Breckenridge at Ware St Picking up along 
Breckenridge St - left on Park Street for stops 
at Girly’s Grill, and East Palmer Park, express 
to Dunhamtown Palmer Rd and loop back 
on Park St to stop at 114, Right on Nipmunk, 
Right on Mason for stop, to +9 Rd for stops 
, Right on Robinson for stops, continue to 
Thompson St to Beauregard, Left onto Old 
Farm Dr for Stops, Right onto Carriage Dr for 
stops, Right on Field Stone for Stops Left on 
Old Farm for Stops, Left on Beauregard Dr, 
Right on Thompson Rd, Right on Mason for 
stops at Fairfield, Express to Homestead St 
for stops at Pioneer and along Homestead, 
Right on Cedar Hill, Right on Flynt, Stops 
along Flint and at Whalen and at Carter, Left 
on Ware St to High St, Stops at Vicardiv Ave, 
and along High St. Express to OMP for 8:30 
Arrival

Route 6 - 7:43 a.m. – Old Warren for stops 
along Old Warren and at Katie Lane, To West 
Warren Road, stop at Corner of Rondeau 
and Old Warren, To St Johns St for stops, To 
Peterson Road for stops, Right on Country 
Lane for stops, Right on Beach, Left on Smith 

St for Stops, Right on Flynt St for Stops, Left 
on Ware St for stop at Varcardiv, Right onto 
High St for stop at River St, Left on Center St 
for stops, Continue on High St for stops along 
High, Harvey and at Michael. Express to OMP 
for 8:30 Arrival

Route 7 - 8:04 a.m. – Stimson Street for 
stops along Stimson, Right onto Gates for 
Stops along Gates, Express to Foster for stops 
along Foster and at Emery, Right on State St. 
for stops along state and at Pleasant, Left 
onto S. Main, Right onto Main St for stops 
along Main and at Coache, Right on Ruggles 
for stop at Wilson, Right on Oak St for stop at 
Pleasant, Right onto Charles Street for stops, 
Express to OMP for 8:30 Arrival.

Route 8 - 7:58 a.m. – Pleasant St for stops 
at Summer St, Elizabeth St, continue to 
Thorndike St for stops, right onto Palmer Rd 
and Right onto South High for Stops along 
South High, express to Pine St for stops, left 
on Fuller for stops, right on Sykes to Bourne 
for stops, left on Main St to Springfield St, 
stops at Learning factory, Express to Ford St 
for stop at Ford and Central, left on Palmer 
Road for stop at Skyline Terrace, express to 
OMP for 8:30 Arrival

Route 9 - 7:55 a.m. – Stop at Sykes St and 
Fuller St, Right on Prospect St for stops, Left 
on Advance, Right on Forest for stop at Oak, 
Left on Hillside for Stops, Right on State St for 
stops, Left on Jim Ash Rd for stops, Left on 
Griffin for stop at corner of Griffin and Stew-
art, Left on High St for stops along High St, 
Right on State St. for stop, Right on Main St 
for stops along Main and at Spring and Center 
St, Express to High St for stop at Center and 
High, Right on Spring, Left on Main St for 
stops at Riverbend, Bond St, and along Main, 
8:30 arrival at OMP.

Route 10 - 8:07 a.m. –  Mt Dumplin Rd, left 
on Memory Ln for stops at Desimone, right 
on Desimone for stops, left on Mt Dumplin for 
stops along Mt Dumplin and at Meadowbrook, 
left on N. Main St for stops along N. Main 
and at Temple, Orchard, Roosevelt and Searle 
St. Express to Main St for stop at Larivier St, 
Right on Front St for stop at Kelley, Right on 
Maple for stop at Maple St, Express to OMP 
for 8:30 Arrival

Route 11 7:52 a.m. – Springfield St for Stops 
along Springfield St, Left on Chilson, Left on 
Three Rivers Rd for stops along Three Rivers 
Road, Right on Springfield St for Stops along 
Springfled St and at New Hampshire and 
Anderson St, Left on Bridge St, Left on Chudy 
St for stops along Chudy and at Linda St, Left 
on Glen St for Stops, Left on Barker for stop at 
Barker and Sibley St, Express to Sylvia St for 
stops, Express to Shearer St for stops along 
Shearer and at Prospect St, Longview St and 
Beacon Dr, Right on Lawrence St for Stops, 
Express to OMP for 8:30 Arrival.

PALMER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 2025-2026

PALMER – The Palmer 
High School Athletic Hall 
of Fame Committee is ex-
cited to welcome the Class 
of 2025 Inductees: six in-
dividual athletes and three 
teams.

Congratulations to out-
standing athletes Charlie 
Lanzetta, Class of 1964; 

Carl Santos, Class of 
1982; Joseph Ferry, Class 
of 2004; Halie Laviolette, 
Class of 2012; Ryan Mc-
Carthy, Class of 2017; 
Brittany North, Class of 
2017; to the 2010 and 2012 
Girls’ Basketball Division 
2 Western Mass Champi-
ons, and to the 2017 Boys’ 

Basketball Western Mass 
Division 3 Champions and 
State Finalists.

Individual inductees 
are chosen after the Hall of 
Fame Committee receives 
nomination papers for an 
athlete, deliberates on the 
credentials, and then votes 
on the merits. Individual 

teams are selected on the 
basis of achieving a West-
ern Mass Championship 
and beyond. All individuals 
and teams must have grad-
uated more than five years 
ago.

The 2025 Induction 
Ceremony will be held at 
Amvets in Three Rivers, 

MA on October 18 at 6 p.m.
Tickets are $45/per-

son and can be ordered by 
contacting Walt Reynolds at 
(413) 552-9716 or emailing 
nipmuck77@gmail.com. 

Checks should be made 
out to the Town of Palmer 
and mailed to PO Box 63 
Palmer, MA 01069. Please 

order first, before send-
ing the checks, and clearly 
specify the number of tick-
ets you would like. Tickets 
MUST be ordered by Octo-
ber 1.

We can’t wait to have 
you join us as we recognize 
these outstanding athletes 
and championship teams.

PHS Athletic Hall of Fame ceremony to be held Oct. 18
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Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

 

 
ENROLL TODAY! 
 Enrolling ages 2months - 5years  
 Hours 6:30am - 5:00pm Monday - Friday  
CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE A TOUR! 
 
               Why choose us? 

● Experienced and trained staff 
● Daily progress updates for parents 
● Engaging activities 
● Beautiful new facility  

 
Millyardacademy@gmail.com 
413-277-0193 
Mill Yard Academy  
Located: Ware, Ma 
 

Veterans Day Salute
The Journal Register ~ November 6, 2025

The Journal Register will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown

by email to dflynn@turley.com or drop off a photo to
The Journal Register, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 13, 2025.

There is no cost to submit a photo. No photos will be 
accepted after deadline. If you would like to use a prior 

submitted photo, please contact Dan Flynn 
no later than October 13th (413) 297-5886.

“The idea for the car 
show came about during a 
brainstorming session,” ex-
plained John Dean, a longtime 
Mason and one of the orga-
nizers. “We realized we could 
turn a small strip of road into a 
mini festival, raise money for 
charities, and provide a place 
for people to enjoy cars and 
connect with the community. 
It’s been growing every year, 
and we hope to continue this 
tradition for many years to 
come.”

Visitors to the event also 
enjoyed an array of food trucks 
and live music, creating a fes-
tival-like atmosphere for fam-
ilies and car enthusiasts alike. 
“It’s not just about the cars,” 
said Dylan Moore, another 
organizer. “It’s a community 
event. People come to enjoy 
the day, meet friends, and sup-
port worthwhile causes.”

The Monson Masons, of-
ficially known as Thomas St. 
Spring Lodge, bring a storied 
history to the event. Chartered 
in 1796, the lodge is one of the 
oldest fraternal organizations 
in the area and was named 
in honor of Isaiah Thomas, a 
prominent Worcester printer 
and Grand Master of Masons 
in New England. Thomas was 
the first man in the region to 
print and distribute copies of 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence.

Over the centuries, the 
lodge has undergone several 
mergers, including with Day-
sp Lodge in 2022 and Eden 
Lodge in 2023, consolidating 
the fraternal organizations into 
a single, accessible facility in 
Monson. Masons are drawn 
from all walks of life, regard-

less of race or religion, and the 
organization emphasizes com-
munity service, education, and 
personal growth.

“Masonry is about refin-
ing oneself, much like the tools 
and stones used in ancient con-
struction,” said Ryan Maslak, a 
lodge historian. “The mallets, 
squares, and compasses you 
see around the lodge are sym-
bolic of shaping rough stones 
into something strong and use-
ful. It’s a metaphor for personal 
development, guided by virtue 
and community service.”

The lodge actively partic-
ipates in charitable activities 
beyond the car show, from 
scholarships for local students 
to fundraising for Shriners’ 
hospitals and other communi-
ty-focused projects.

With the Fourth Annual 
Car Show successfully con-
cluded, organizers are already 
looking forward to next year. 
“We’ll absolutely be back for 
a fifth annual event,” said John 
Dunn, one of the Masons’ rep-
resentatives. “It’s an annual tra-
dition we plan to continue for 
as long as cars and our commu-
nity members want to partici-
pate. The event brings people 
together, celebrates history and 
craftsmanship, and supports 
causes that make a real differ-
ence.”

For attendees, the show 
offered more than just shiny 
vehicles and tasty food; it was a 
chance to witness the enduring 
spirit of a town that values com-
munity, charity, and tradition. 
Between the roar of engines 
and the laughter of families, 
the Fourth Annual Monson Car 
Show once again proved that 
Monson knows how to put on 
a show that’s about more than 
cars; it’s about people coming 
together for a shared purpose.

CAR  ❙  from page 1

Motorcycles lined up as the bikers joined in on the day’s festivities.     Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Cookies by Ray, a local Monson business, was among food ven-
dors.

Inside the Monson Polish Club, a raffle table gave attendees a 
chance to win prizes.

Live music added energy to the event, keeping the atmosphere upbeat.

Charlie and Sally Hollister’s 1991 Chevrolet Camaro Z28 Convertible.

Taco Teasers, served up food for hungry visitors.
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948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, August 23rd
8pm-11pm

Zeb Tunes

Upcoming Events
Saturday, September 6th

7pm-11pm

Pure Country

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All WelcomeSaturday Nights 

also if no band

Experience MORE 
with Norwegian 
Cruise Line

Book now 
for Best Cabin 
Location!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

➤ May 24-31, 2026  from $1699
7-Night Halifax & Bermuda Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

➤ July 19-26, 2026  from $1699
7-Night Halifax & Bermuda Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

➤ August 30-September 6, 2026  from $1699
7-Night Canada & New England Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

Contact 
Sue Como

(413)
531-9098

www.BuyRiteHome.com

LAND FOR SALE
Belchertown 7.5 acres with twn util. $149,900
Belchertown 4.2 acres with twn util. $99,900
Hampden 6.95 acres $80,000
Hardwick 11+ acres 2 perc $159,900
Monson 63 acres, frtg 2 roads $280,000
New Salem 5.8 acres, perc $94,900

CALL FOR 
DETAILS AND 
LOCATIONS

Land is in demand 
all shapes and sizes. 
Hire a Land Specialist 

like myself to list and sell 
your land parcel.

214 OLD BELCHERTOWN RD., 
WARE - Beautiful log home set 
on 5+ acres near the Quabbin, 
oversized two car garage with 
workshop area.  Open living room 
area, granite counters, lower-
level family rooms, enclosed 
sunroom on the 
front.  $599,999

26 ½ CHERRY ST., SPENCER - 
New Construction colonial nearing 
completion.  Downtown location for 
those who want the conveniences 
nearby.  Finish the walk out lower 
level for more living space.  Three 
bedroom and huge kitchen/dining 
area.  $589,900

HOMES FOR SALE

 OPEN HOUSE SUN., AUGUST 24TH 12-2

WARE – Commercial building 
on over 4 acres.  Multiple garage 
space, multiple office spaces.  
Great rental potential rent to one 
person or split up and rent to a 
few.  So much potential here for 
the price.  $280,000

 OPEN HOUSE THURS., AUGUST 21ST 5-7

ny specializing in interactive 
crime-solving games.

The event marked the 
library’s second annual mur-
der mystery party. “We did 
one last year, and everyone 
had such a great time that 
we knew we wanted to do it 
again,” Thomas explained. 
While last year’s story dif-
fered, this year’s partici-
pants faced a completely 
new challenge, keeping 
even the host in sus-
pense. “I actually 
don’t know the 
solution my-
self. I’ll be 
finding out 
a l o n g 
w i t h 
t h e 

kids,” 
Thomas said, em-
phasizing the collaborative 
and exploratory nature of the 
game.

The event attracted nine 
registered participants, and 
to set the mood, organizers 
played soothing music in the 
background, adding a touch 
of sophistication to the mys-
tery-solving atmosphere. 
Participants were encouraged 
to approach the scenario as 
private investigators, tasked 
with uncovering the identity 
of Nicky’s killer.

The game box contained 
all materials necessary to 
unravel the case, including a 

game manual, dos-
siers on seven sus-

pects, newspaper clippings, 
auction house reports and 
blueprints, a locked box of 
items, and detailed instruc-
tions on accessing addition-
al online evidence. Players 
were guided to investigate the 
murder by analyzing motive, 
means, and opportunity, and 
could submit their final sus-
pect via a digital messaging 
system for immediate feed-
back.

The mystery itself, craft-
ed by writers Eleanor Haney, 
Derrick Smith, and Bonnie 
Burton, centered on a high-
stakes crime at an auction 

house. 
Accord-

ing to the 
game materials, 

Nicky, a skilled thief, 
was found dead following a 
botched heist. Participants 
examined autopsy reports, 
crime scene details, and sus-
pect dossiers to determine 
who among the crew was re-
sponsible. Each clue required 
careful consideration, from 
the method of murder to the 
timeline and location of the 
crime.

Vincent Wagner, a char-
acter in the story, provided 
players with a personal ac-
count of the events leading 
up to Nicky’s death. Vincent, 
Nicky’s brother, detailed the 
circumstances of the heist, 
his family background, and 
the importance of solving the 
case without involving law 
enforcement. Players were 
tasked with piecing together 
complex evidence, such as 
toolkits, empty casings, and 
surveillance findings, to iden-
tify the perpetrator.

The interactive nature 
of the game allowed par-
ticipants to think critically, 
communicate effectively, and 
collaborate with teammates, 

offering both entertainment 
and a problem-solving chal-
lenge. “It’s about helping the 
kids think through the inves-
tigation while having fun,” 
Thomas said.

The Monson Free Li-
brary’s murder mystery party 
highlighted the community’s 
appetite for unique, hands-on 
educational experiences. With 

plans to continue the event 
annually, the library hopes to 
attract more participants and 
expand its offerings for young 
detectives-in-training.

Thomas congratulated 
the young detectives saying, 
“The kids solved the mys-
tery with about 10 minutes to 
spare! We ended up as a team 
needing a hint, but once we 

got it, we were able to piece 
the rest of the clues togeth-
er.” As the afternoon wrapped 
up, the budding investigators 
were left with the satisfac-
tion of having explored every 
clue, weighed every suspect, 
and engaged in an experience 
that combined critical think-
ing, teamwork, and a touch of 
theatrical suspense.

HUNT  ❙  from page 1 The locked 
box that 
players 

needed to 
solve in 
order to 

progress.

A 
fake 

news-
paper 

clipping 
provided 

some critical 
background 

information.

Sarah Thomas read the prompt to the group and guided participants through the story.

Each person reviewed case papers, searching for hidden clues.           Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

SPRINGFIELD – Dakin 
Humane Society is happy to 
announce that they are a re-
cipient of a 2025 grant in the 
amount of $14,500 from the 
Massachusetts “I’m Animal 
Friendly” license plate pro-
gram. 

The grant will support 
low-cost spay/neuter services 
offered at Dakin’s Communi-
ty Spay/Neuter Clinic, one of 
the largest in New England, 
which has conducted more 
than 134,000 surgeries since 
its 2009 opening. 

Jinx, a 2-year-old tabby 
who lives in Holyoke, recent-
ly benefited from the MAC 
grant. His person Alisha 
turned to Dakin for help with 
his neuter surgery at the rec-
ommendation of her friends. 

“My son first brought 

Jinx to us from Illinois, and 
now we’re all very attached to 
him,” she stated. “Jinx is do-
ing great, and he’s still a bit 
feisty, as always. We really 
appreciate the support we got 
in helping our boy.”

“We’re incredibly grate-
ful for our long-standing 
partnership with the Massa-
chusetts Animal Coalition,” 
said Meg Talbert, executive 
director at Dakin. “Thanks 
to their continued generos-
ity, pets like Jinx are able to 
receive high-quality care at 
our Community Spay/Neu-
ter Clinic. It means they can 
return home to their families 
healthier and happier, without 
the risk of unplanned litters or 
preventable health issues. The 
‘I’m Animal Friendly’ license 
plate program doesn’t just 

support our mission to deliver 
effective, innovative services 
that improve the lives of an-
imals in need and the people 
who care about them - it truly 
saves lives.”

The “I’m Animal Friend-
ly” license plates are a pro-
gram of the Massachusetts 
Animal Coalition. Funds are 
granted annually to organiza-

tions that demonstrate a need 
for funding and provide low-
cost spay/neuter services. 
Through this year MAC has 
awarded almost $3,300,000 
to many deserving organiza-
tions.

About MAC and “I’m 
Animal Friendly” program 

The Massachusetts Ani-
mal Coalition is a statewide, 

non-profit organization com-
prised of animal welfare 
professionals and individual 
volunteers. The organization 
is dedicated to providing the 
Massachusetts animal welfare 
community with information-
al and financial resources, 
opportunities for profession-
al growth, collaboration, and 
networking to improve the 

welfare of companion ani-
mals in our state. 

MAC’s “I’m Animal 
Friendly” license plate pro-
gram helps fund spay and 
neuter programs across the 
state. These charitable plates 
are available through the 
Massachusetts RMV and are 
tax deductible. www.petplate.
org.

Dakin Humane Society receives grant for license plate program
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MONSON – 
James D. Royce, 
born on April 12, 
1942, in Monson, 
Massachusetts, to 
Mayne D. Royce and 
Esther (Butterworth) 
Royce, passed away 
peacefully on Sun-
day, August 17, 
2025, surrounded by 
loved ones. He spent his early 
years in Monson and graduated 
from Monson High School in 
1960. Shortly after, he proudly 
served in the United States Air 
Force from 1960 to 1964.

In 1965, while working at 
Al’s Exxon, James met the love 
of his life, Barbara Coolong. 
They were married in 1970 
and built a life filled with love, 
laughter, and family.

James is survived by his 
two children: Amy (Royce) 
Chasse and her husband Carl, 
along with their daughter Re-
nee; and James Royce and his 
wife Kate, with their daughter 
Julia. He also leaves behind 
his cherished grand-dog, Sam-
my. James is also survived by 
his brothers David Royce, and 
Rodney Royce, as well as Da-
vid’s children, Matt and Mea-
ghan, and nephews Nick and 
Joel Royce.

He was predeceased by 
his parents, his brother Mi-
chael Royce, sisters-in-law 
Margaret and Carol Royce, his 
Aunt Helen Bettinger, Uncle 
Harold Bettinger, Cousin Ev-
erett Bettinger, and his broth-
er-in-law Ray Blanchette, his 
golfing partner.

Known affectionately as 
“Jimmy,” he found joy in the 
simple pleasures of life-camp-
ing in the White Mountains of 
New Hampshire, solving jig-
saw and word puzzles, spend-
ing time in Eastport, Maine, 
dining out, playing bingo with 
Barbara, golf - both playing 
and watching it on TV, read-
ing books (sometimes two at a 
time), the New York Yankees, 
hiking and biking in the White 
Mountains, and especially any-
thing related to trains. He loved 

building train lay-
outs, watching train 
shows, following 
trains on the road, 
and traveling by rail. 
Jim loved to travel; 
he and Barbara trav-
eled to Canada, the 
Caribbean, out west 
to South Dakota, 
Wyoming, Colorado, 

Arizona, Utah, Nevada, Mon-
tana, and Idaho, spring training 
in Florida to see the New York 
Yankees, and the most recent 
trip to Fort Madison, Iowa to 
watch trains. His musical tastes 
ranged from country to clas-
sical, often falling asleep to 
soothing melodies.

James dedicated over 
three decades of service to 
Zero Manufacturing, where 
he worked from 1965 until his 
retirement in 2001.

The family extends heart-
felt gratitude to the staff at 
Littleton Regional Health-
care and Dartmouth Hitch-
cock Medical Center for their 
compassionate care during 
James’s final hours. Their 
kindness and support meant 
the world to both James and 
his family.

Funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to Lom-
bard Funeral Home, 3 Bridge 
St., Monson. Visiting hours 
will be held Thursday, August 
21, 2025 from 5-7 p.m. Gath-
ering of family and friends 
will begin at 9:30 a.m. Friday, 
August 22, 2025 at Lombard 
Funeral Home with a funeral 
procession for a Funeral Mass 
at 10:30 a.m. in St. Patrick’s 
Church. Burial with Military 
Honors will follow at Bethany 
Cemetery both in Monson. In 
lieu of flowers memorial do-
nations in Jim’s name may be 
made to St. Jude Children’s 
Hospital, PO Box 1000, Dept 
142, Memphis TN 38101-
9908 or to Shriners Hospital 
for Children 516 Carew St., 
Springfield, MA 01104.

For online condolences 
please visit Lombardfuneral-
home.com.

James D. Royce

Obituary

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display
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PARENT & CAREGIVER 
SURVEY

QUESTIONS? EMAIL: EBERTHIAUME@TOWNOFWARE.COM

PARENT, GUARDIAN, OR REGULAR
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Start Sep 8

BELCHER-
TOWN – Richard 
“Rick” Coville 
of Belchertown  
passed away 
peacefully with his 
loving family by 
his side on August 
10, 2025. Rick was 
the youngest of 
three and grew up 
in Palmer, with his two sisters. 
As a youth, he played foot-
ball for the Palmer Cowboys. 
He graduated from Palmer 
High School in 1993, where 
he played football and hockey 
and then went on to work as an 
apprentice plumber. Rick con-
tinued to excel at his craft as a 
plumber and was also skilled 
in all HVAC capacities. Rick 
was very hardworking and 
always willing to take on any 
job with great knowledge and 
dedication. He loved work-
ing for his current employer, 
DF Plumbing and Mechan-
ical Contractors in Belcher-
town, MA, where he has many 
friends. His strong work ethic 
and unwavering humor will be 
greatly missed by his team. 

Rick was predeceased by 
his grandparents, Mary and 
Richard Coville, Sr; Elaine and 
Donald Brunelle; his father, 
Richard Coville, Jr; and step-
father, Robert Hafner. Rick is 
survived by his two children, 
Alexis Eve Coville and Ayden 
Joseph Coville; his mother, 
Melodie Hafner of Belcher-
town; his sisters and broth-
ers-in-law, Jennifer and Kevin 
Lynch of Wilbraham; Kimber-
ly and Kyle Cote of Warren; 
his stepbrother, Gregory Haf-

ner of Las Vegas, NV; 
his nephew, Matthew 
Dreisch; his nieces, 
Mackenzie Fagan and 
Molly Lynch; and 
many aunts, uncles 
and cousins, locally 
and in California. 

Rick is loved by 
many for his humor, 
his quick-witted na-

ture, and his personable de-
meanor. He made every occa-
sion more fun. Rick was also 
very generous with a heart of 
gold and would help anyone in 
need. 

Rick was a devoted Red 
Sox baseball fan his whole life. 
He also loved football and was 
a fan of the Green Bay Pack-
ers.  His favorite pastime was 
playing golf. He always loved 
spending his leisure time on 
the golf course. He was an 
amateur chef at home with 
a natural talent for cooking. 
For many summers, Rick and 
his sisters took their children 
on an annual beach trip, and 
he would be up early each 
morning to cook breakfast for 
everyone. He loved his family 
and took pride in caring for his 
children. 

Rick will always be re-
membered for making people 
laugh and for making life so 
much more enjoyable. He is 
loved for so many reasons and 
is greatly missed by his fami-
ly with profound sadness. The 
family is keeping final plans 
private. 

There will be a “Celebra-
tion of Life” event to honor 
Rick’s memory in October. 
Further information to follow. 

Richard John Coville

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

DEATH NOTICES
Coville,
Richard John 
Died August 10, 2025
Service to be announced

Poirier,
Pierre L.,
Died August 18, 2025
Services August 23, 2025
Beers & Story Funeral Home
Palmer

Royce,
James D. 
Died August 17, 2025
Visitation August 21, 2025
Services August 22, 2025
Lombard Funeral Home
Monson

Pierre L. 
Poirier, 74, 
passed away 
peacefully at his 
home on August 
18, 2025, after a 
courageous bat-
tle with cancer.  
Born in Monc-
ton, NB, Cana-
da, Pierre was 
the third eldest child to 
Rene and Andrea (Melan-
son) Poirier.  During his 
working career, he was 
employed at the former 
Stanadyne for over 20 
years as a quality engi-
neer and eventually retired 
from Deringer Ney.  In his 
leisure time, Pierre en-
joyed gardening, cooking, 
and local travel.  He loved 
to entertain family and 
friends and was most fa-
mous for his “Bug Bashes” 
(lobster parties).  He will 
be dearly missed by his 
wife of 55 years, Donna 
M. (Charron) Poirier along 
with his beloved siblings, 
Robert (Cindy) Poirier of 
Westfield, Louis (Jane) 
Poirier of Feeding Hills, 
John (Jennifer) Poirier of 
Hoboken, GA, Suzanne 
(Dale) Hancock of Lud-

low, and Annette 
(James) Bish-
op of Enfield, 
CT along with 
s i s t e r - i n - l a w, 
Carol Poirier of 
Frederick, MD, 
brother-in-laws, 
Earl Wheel-
er of Agawam, 
Randy Hawk of 

Belchertown and many 
nephews and nieces.  
Pierre was predeceased by 
his parents, and siblings, 
P. Michael Poirier, and 
Francine Hawk.  A special 
thank you to the team at 
Sister Caritas Cancer Cen-
ter, especially Jessica and 
Rachel, as well as Dana 
Farber and Baystate Hos-
pice.  

Visitation will be 
held on Saturday, August 
23 from 9-11 a.m. at the 
Beers & Story Palmer Fu-
neral Home with a service 
beginning at 11 a.m.  Buri-
al will follow in St. Anne’s 
Cemetery. Donations in 
Pierre’s memory may be 
made to the Gift of Light 
Program-Patient Services 
Fund at Sister Caritas Can-
cer Center, 271 Carew St., 
Springfield, MA 01104.

Pierre L. Poirier, 74

•
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EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of LABOR DAY, 
there will be an

EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, August 28
– Thank you!

Fire log for the Monson 
Fire Department for the week 
of Aug. 4 to Aug. 17, 2025. 
The department responded 
to 48 EMS calls and 10 Fire 
calls.

Monday, August 4
 5:28 p.m. - The depart-

ment responded to 211 Butler 
Road for the alarms sounding. 
The department returned to 
service at 6:12 p.m.

Tuesday, August 5
 10:54 a.m. - The depart-

ment responded to 4 Circle 
Drive for the public assist. 
The department returned to 
service at 11:06 a.m.

Saturday, August 9
7:13 p.m. - The depart-

ment responded to the area of 
Bunyan Road for the smoke 
investigation. The department 
returned to service at 7:42 
p.m.

 Sunday August 10
9:34 a.m. - The depart-

ment responded to 15 Betha-
ny Road for the illegal burn. 
The department returned to 
service at 9:46 a.m.

2:44 p.m. - The depart-
ment responded to the inter-
section of Main Street and 

Chestnut Street for the two-
car motor vehicle crash. The 
department returned to ser-
vice at 2:55 p.m.

Tuesday, August 12
6:04 p.m. - The Depart-

ment responded to Wilbra-
ham Road for the commercial 
fire alarm. The Department 
returned back in service at 
6:14 p.m. 

Wednesday, August 13 
9 a.m. - The Department 

responded to Longview Drive 
for alarms sounding. The De-
partment returned back in ser-
vice at 9:16 a.m.

Thursday, August 14
12:43 p.m. - The Depart-

ment responded to Woodridge 
Road for alarms sounding. 
The Department returned 
back in service at 1:10 p.m.

2:47 p.m. - The Depart-
ment responded to Palmer 
Road for an MVA with wires 
down. The Department re-
turned back in service at 3:12 
p.m.

4:16 p.m. - The Depart-
ment responded to Bumstead 
Road for odor investigation. 
The Department returned 
back in service at 4:54 p.m.

1
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the town website, Facebook, 
and through shared posts, en-
suring residents had multiple 
ways to stay informed.

Appointments and 
Committee Updates
A significant portion of 

the meeting focused on ap-
pointments across various 
town committees. Election 
workers and tellers were ap-
proved through August 15, 
2026, though appointments 
for Nicole Morrell and Tam-
my Goulet-Warren required 
separate votes due to poten-
tial conflicts of interest. Both 
appointments were approved 
following recusals by related 
board members.

Other committee ap-
pointments were equally ex-
tensive:

• Memorial Hall Ren-
ovation Committee: Mary 
Watson and Robert Lamb 
(terms ending 2027–2028).

• Tax Assistance Com-
mittee: Sherry Robertson 
and Christopher Haley.

• Keep Homestead Mu-
seum Board: Deborah Harris 
and Maria Hatton.

• Flint Park/Keep Mu-
seum Trail Committee: Val-
erie Bogart Baldwin, Nathan 
Dykes, Jesse Green, Mari-
anne Meacham, Tim Pascal.

• Monson Historical 
Committee: Robert Lamb.

• Scholarship Commit-
tee: Amanda Hall.

These appointments re-
flect ongoing efforts to main-
tain strong civic participation 
and ensure that key commu-
nity projects, from historical 
preservation to public ser-
vice initiatives, continue un-
interrupted.

Superintendent Paul Fos-
ter Introduces Vision for 

Monson Schools
Newly appointed Su-

perintendent of Schools Paul 
Foster, who has been in his 

role for roughly seven weeks, 
took the opportunity to intro-
duce himself to the board and 
outline his vision for Mon-
son Public Schools. Foster 
has been actively meeting 
with department heads, town 
leaders, and community 
members, emphasizing long-
term financial planning and 
the goal of making school 
environments where students 
are motivated and excited to 
learn. He praised the dedica-
tion of educators who have 
spent entire careers serving 
the town. “My deep passion 
is I want kids to love school 
and be excited to come back 
the next day,” Foster said. 
Board members welcomed 
him warmly, noting they 
look forward to receiving 
regular updates on school 
programs, student achieve-
ment, and budgeting matters.

Town receives donations
Two notable requests 

for community funding were 
presented under the “Gifts to 
the Town” agenda item.

Monson Community 
Cupboard: Karen Davis re-
quested $4,000 to support 
start-up costs for a new food 
pantry designed to operate 
like a store, allowing resi-
dents to choose items with 
dignity rather than relying 
on traditional donation meth-
ods. Located in a house un-
dergoing final preparations, 
the pantry has been a volun-
teer-driven effort. The board 
approved the funding unan-
imously. Davis said, “It will 
be a welcoming place where 
people shop with dignity.” 
The initiative represents 
a meaningful approach to 
addressing food insecurity 
while maintaining respect 
and agency for residents in 
need.

Public Safety Day: Lt. 
Nicholas Gasparini request-
ed $4,000 to fund the annual 
Public Safety Day, sched-
uled for October 4, 2025. 
The free community event, 

featuring police, fire, and 
Massachusetts State Police 
air wing participation, in-
cludes interactive activities 
such as obstacle courses and 
inflatable attractions. Gas-
parini emphasized fiscal re-
sponsibility, noting, “It’s free 
to the public, and everything 
we don’t use goes back to the 
town.” The board approved 
the request unanimously, re-
inforcing its commitment to 
fostering safe, educational, 
and engaging experiences for 
residents.

Police Chief Appointment: 
A New Chapter for 

Monson Law Enforcement
With Chief Kozlowski 

retiring this fall, the board in-
terviewed Lt. Nicholas Gas-
parini for the role of Police 
Chief. Gasparini shared his 
vision for maintaining strong 
community relations, balanc-
ing budget constraints with 
department needs, and ensur-
ing effective delegation. His 
appointment received wide-
spread support from the po-
lice union, fire department, 
and other town officials, 
including an endorsement 
from Chief Kozlowski. The 
board voted unanimously to 
appoint Gasparini as Chief, 
contingent on contract ne-
gotiations. Gasparini stated, 
“Success for me would be a 
thriving, fully staffed depart-
ment that earns the commu-
nity’s trust.” Residents can 
expect continuity in leader-
ship and ongoing community 
policing initiatives under his 
guidance.

Bunion Road Bridge 
Project: Persistent Challeng-
es

Highway Surveyor Ben 
Murphy and Conservation/
Land Use Agent Tony Li-
ana provided an update on 
the Bunion Road Bridge, 
which faces structural and 
flooding challenges with a 
current weight limit of 15 
tons. Several potential solu-
tions, including: culvert re-

placement, rerouting, and 
flood storage creation; were 
dismissed due to cost, land 
ownership, and engineering 
constraints. Murphy reas-
sured residents, “We’re not 
giving up… there’s going to 
be an answer at some point.” 
The board plans to meet with 
MVP representatives to dis-
cuss smaller-scale flood mit-
igation measures, reflecting 
ongoing dedication to solv-
ing long-term infrastructure 
issues.

Opioid Abatement 
Settlement Funds: 

Supporting Residents
Town Administrator and 

Health Department staff in-
troduced a new mini-grant 
program funded by state 
opioid lawsuit settlements. 
Approximately $177,000 is 
available to support qual-
ifying projects, including 
prevention, harm reduction, 
treatment, and education ini-
tiatives. The program also 
offers funeral expense reim-
bursement to families affect-
ed by opioid-related deaths, 
retroactive to October 2022. 
Town Administrator Jenni-
fer Wolowicz noted, “This is 
a way to provide support at 
one of the hardest moments a 
family can face.”

Special Town Meeting 
Scheduled

A Special Town Meet-
ing was scheduled for Octo-
ber 27, 2025, and the warrant 
officially opened, signaling 
upcoming opportunities for 
residents to engage directly 
in town governance.

Correspondence and 
Community Engagement

The board reviewed a 
variety of correspondence, 
including a liquor license 
request for an August 22 li-
brary event, DEP permits, 
and letters regarding the May 
12 Town Meeting outcomes, 
including the expansion vote 
for the Select Board.

NOTEBOOK  ❙  from page 1   Monson Police Logs
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
PREMIUM SCREENED TOPSOIL 
from 2 to 100 yards. $20/yd. plus delivery. 
413-267-3827.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN SERVICES, 30 years ex-
perience. Laminate flooring, carpet repair 
and installation, painting, patch work. Stor-
age Solutions. Call 413-777-3376.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

TUNE-UPS

Town of Blandford 
Town of Blandford is hiring a 

PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 

to the Assessors. Duties include adminis-
trative support for daily operations of the 
Assessors’ office. Pay: $18–$20/hr, based 
on experience. Communication, customer 
service, organizational, and tech skills re-
quired. Send cover letter and resume to::

dhopson@townofblandford.com.

Town of Blandford 
is seeking a fulltime ASSISTANT
 TREASURER/COLLECTOR. 
Pay range $29.50-$37.50/hour. 

Please visit our website for full job
 description. 

Submit resume to Administrator@
townofblandford.com

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an oil 
truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full time. 
Squier will provide CDL school for the right 
candidate! Email: squieroil@verizon.
net. Call 413-267-3184 or visit us at 5 
Squier Ave., Monson, MA. Monday-Friday.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
WILBRAHAM HOUSING

AUTHORITY
The Wilbraham Housing Authority seeks 
highly qualified applicants for the position 
of Executive Director. Responsibilities in-
clude the administration of 69 Chapter 
667 Elderly housing units and 9 Chapter 
705 Family housing units. The Executive 
Director reports to a five-member Board of 
Commissioners.  Work schedule shall be 
a minimum of 22 hours per week during 
normal business hours, flexible as need-
ed. The estimated salary range $46,177.00 
To $54,326.00 is based on the Executive 
Office of Housing & Livable Communities’ 
Executive Director Salary Schedule.
The ideal candidate must have  two years’ 
experience in a housing, community devel-
opment, public administration or a closely 
related field. Knowledge of the principles 
and practices of housing management, 
finances and maintenance systems in 
public or private housing. Excellent written 
and verbal communication skills required.  
Willingness to work with people of various 
socio-economic backgrounds. Must be 
bondable. Certification as a Public Hous-
ing Manager from an approved organiza-
tion desired, and may be substituted as a 
property manager or similar classification 
by a nationally recognized housing or real 
estate organization such as an EOHLC-ap-
proved Massachusetts Public Housing Ad-
ministrator Certification Program or HUD. 
Two-year full time post-secondary educa-
tion in a related field may substitute for up 
to one year of experience. Applications will 
be accepted until 12pm, August 29, 2025. 
Please submit cover letter, resume and 
contact information for 3 references to:
Mr. Peter Manolakis, Chairman Ex-
ecutive Director Search Commit-
tee, Wilbraham Housing Authority, 
88 Stony Hill Road, Wilbraham, MA 
01095. Contact: Peter Manolakis 
(413) 519-8195
Wilbraham Housing Authority is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
part-time Town Hall Floater/Select-
board Administrative Assistant/As-
sistant Town Clerk.  $20-$22 per hour 
based on experience. 15 hours per week.  
Application and complete job description 
are available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@hun-
tingtonma.us. Position is open until 
filled.  
Town of Huntington is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 
413-206-8688.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work

Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON



August 21, 2025    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTER PAGE 21

Wales
Conservation Commission
In accordance with the Wetland 

Protection Act, Chapter 131, Sec-
tion 40, a Public Hearing will be 
held by the Wales Conservation 
Commission on August 28th, 
2025, at the Wales Senior Center 
(Old Stafford Rd. Wales, MA) at 
6:00 PM, for a Request of Deter-
mination Applicability filed by 
Robert & Linda Tofolowsky for 
the property located at 18 Cor-
dially Colony, Wales, MA 0108, 
installation of a 14x30 shed. For 
more information regarding this 
application contact conserva-
tion@townofwales.net and visit 
our website for any updates. 
08/21/2025

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS

The Bondsville Fire and Water 
District is requesting Bids for the 
construction of the State Street 
Bondsville Water Storage Tank, 
Contract No. 07740.01.

Bids for the construction of 
the Project will be received at the 
office of the Bondsville Fire and 
Water District, 3174 Main Street, 
P.O. Box 179, Bondsville, MA 
01009 until Friday, September 
19 2025 at 1:00 PM local time. 
At that time the Bids received will 
be publicly opened and read.

The Project consists of 
constructing and installing a 
600,000-gallon capacity precast, 
prestressed, wire wound, concrete 
water storage tank off Jim Ash 
Road in Palmer, Massachusetts, 
with associated piping and appur-
tenances, a Tideflex mixing sys-
tem, site clearing, paved access 
road, and other site work.

Owner anticipates that the 
Project’s total bid price will be 
approximately $3,000,000.00. 
The Project has an expected dura-
tion of 415 days.

Neither the Owner nor Engi-
neer will be responsible for full 
or partial sets of Bidding Docu-
ments, including addenda, if any, 
obtained from sources other than 
the Issuing Office of Tata & How-
ard, Inc. located at 201 Boston 
Post Road West, Marlborough, 
MA 01752

Prospective bidders may ex-
amine the Bidding Documents 
at the Issuing Office on Monday 
through Thursday between the 
hours of 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM. 
Bidding Documents may also be 
examined at the Bondsville Fire 
and Water District office located 
at 3174 Main Street, Bondsville, 
MA 01009.

Bidding Documents may be 
obtained electronically from Tata 
& Howard, Inc. by contacting 
Donatien Djero, at ddjero@tata
andhoward.com. Partial sets of 
Bidding Documents will not be 
available from the Issuing Office. 
Failure to acknowledge addenda 
issued during bidding shall desig-
nate a bid as non-responsive.

A pre-bid conference for the 
Project will be held on Thursday, 
September 4, 2025, at 1:00 PM 
at the Bondsville Fire and Water 
District, located at 3174 Main 
Street, Bondsville, MA 01009.  A 
site visit will be conducted imme-
diately following the pre-bid con-
ference. Attendance at the pre-bid 
conference is strongly encour-
aged but not mandatory.

For all further requirements 
regarding bid submittal, qualifi-
cations, procedures, and contract 
award, refer to the Instructions to 
Bidders that are included in the 
Bidding Documents.

This project is subject to the 
Build of America, Buy America 
Act (BABAA) requirements un-
der Title IX of the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), 
Pub. L. 117-58, §§ 70901-70953. 

Absent an approved waiver, all 
iron, steel, manufactured prod-
ucts, and construction materials 
used in this project must be pro-
duced in the United States.

BONDSVILLE 
FIRE AND WATER DISTRICT

08/21/2025

NOTICE OF
 TIER CLASSIFICATION

Diesel Truck Spill
I-90 Eastbound, MM 66.7

Palmer, Massachusetts 01069
Release Tracking Number 

1-50663
A release of oil and/or hazard-

ous materials has occurred at this 
location, which is a disposal site 
as defined by M.G.L. c. 21E, § 
2 and the Massachusetts Contin-
gency Plan, 310 CMR 40.0000.   
To evaluate the release, a Phase 
I Initial Site Investigation was 
performed pursuant to 310 CMR 
40.0480.  The Site has been clas-
sified as Tier I pursuant to 310 
CMR 40.0500.  On August 18, 
2025, Grocery Haulers, Inc. filed 
a Tier I Classification Submittal 
with the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion (MassDEP).  To obtain more 
information on this disposal site, 
please contact William J. Fabbri, 
President / Principal Hydrogeol-
ogist and Licensed Site Profes-
sional, WjF GeoConsultants, Inc., 
2789 Boston Road, Wilbraham, 
Massachusetts at (413) 233-4220.  
The Tier Classification Submit-
tal and the disposal site file can 
be viewed at MassDEP website 
using Release Tracking Number 
(RTN) 1-50663 at: https://eea-
online.eea.state.ma.us/portal#!/
search/wastesite or at Massa-
chusetts Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, Bureau of 
Waste Site Cleanup, 436 Dwight 
Street, Springfield, Massachusetts 
01103, 413-784-1100.  Addition-
al public involvement opportu-
nities are available under 310 
CMR 40.1403(9) and 310 CMR 
40.1404. 
08/21/2025

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS

 Probate and Family Court 
Department 

HAMPDEN, Division 
Docket No. HD25P0544PM 
To all persons interested in the 

estate of Stephanie Handzel, of 
Palmer in said County, a person 
under Conservatorship, single. 

A petition has been presented 
to said Court for license to sell at 
private sale - certain real estate of 
said Stephanie Handzel, for her 
maintenance. 

If you desire to object thereto 
you or your attorney should file a 
written appearance in said Court 
at 50 State Street, Springfield, 
MA, before 10:00 a.m. on the 8th 
day of September 2025, the re-
turn day of this petition. 

Witness, BARBARA M. 
HYLAND, Esquire, First Justice 
of said Court this fourteenth day 
of August 2025.

Rosemary A. Saccomani,
Register  

08/21/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P1704EA
Estate of: 

KAREN EDA HARTMAN 
Date of Death: 04/26/2025

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by HEATHER M 
HARTMAN of WALES, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
HEATHER M HARTMAN of 
WALES, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 09/19/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affida-
vit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, ac-
tion may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administration 
is not required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts with 
the Court. Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal Rep-
resentative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to 
the estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expenses of 
administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: August 18, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

08/21/2025

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 

THE TRIAL COURT
HAMPDEN, Div. 

Probate & Family Court Dept. 
HD25E0025PP 

To Diana M Landry, of Fisk-
dale, Worcester County, and to all 
other persons interested. 

A petition has been presented 
to said Court by John J. Buday, 
of Brimfield, Hampden Coun-
ty, representing that they hold as 
Joint Tenants with Right of Sur-
vivorship in an undivided part or 
share of land lying in Brimfield, 
in the County of Hampden, set-
ting forth that they desire that all 
of said land may be sold at private 
sale or public auction for not less 
than Three Hundred Ninety-Five 
Thousand ($395,000.00) Dollars, 
and praying that partition may 
be made of all the land aforesaid 
according to law, and to that end 
that a commissioner be appoint-
ed to make such partition and be 
ordered to make sale and con-
veyance of all, or any part of said 
land which the Court finds cannot 
be advantageously divided either 
at private sale or public auction, 
and be ordered to distribute the 
net proceeds thereof after full ad-
judication of the equitable claims 
contained in said petition and 
supplemental memorandum filed 

with the Court. 
If you desire to object thereto, 

you or your attorney, should file a 
written appearance in said Court 
at Springfield before ten o’clock 
in the forenoon on the twen-
ty-third day of September 2025, 
the return day of this citation. 

Witness, BARBARA M. 
HYLAND, Esquire, First Justice 
of said Court, this 23rd day of 
July 2025. 

Rosemary A. Saccomani, 
Register

08/21, 08/29, 09/04/2025

TOWN OF PALMER
PUBLIC HEARING

SEPTEMBER 3, 2025 
2:00 PM

4417 MAIN ST. 
PALMER, MA 01069

Notice is hereby given and pub-
lic hearing to be held, as provided 
by law, IS HEREBY ORDERED:

That Massachusetts Electric 
Company d/b/a National Grid and 
VERIZON NEW ENGLAND 
INC. be and they are hereby 
granted joint or identical loca-
tions for and permission to erect 
and maintain poles and wires to 
be placed thereon, together with 
such sustaining and protecting 
fixtures to, as requested in peti-
tion of said companies as follows:

All construction under this or-
der shall be in accordance with 
the following conditions:

Poles shall be of sound tim-
ber and reasonable straight and 
shall be set substantially at the 
points indicated upon the plan 
marked-Main St-Palmer (Bonds-
ville)-Massachusetts.

Main St-National Grid to 
install 1 JO Pole on Main St. 
(Bondsville) beginning at a point 
approximately 50’ feet southwest 
of the centerline of the intersec-
tion of Main St (Bondsville) and 
Depot St. Install new Pole 0-50 
on Main St in Palmer (Bonds-
ville).

Also, for permission to lay and 
maintain underground laterals, 
cables, and wires in the above or 
intersecting public ways for the 
purpose of making connections 
with such poles and buildings as 
each of said petitioners may de-
sire for distributing purposes.
08/21, 08/28/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD25P1571EA
Estate of: 

Robert Lyod Matthews Sr.
Date of Death: 06/06/2025
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Robert L. Mat-
thews Jr. of Palmer, MA. 

Robert L. Matthews Jr. of 
Palmer, MA

has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure by 
the Personal Representative under 
the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory and accounts 
are not required to be filed with 
the Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal 
Representative and can petition 
the Court in any matter relating to 
the estate, including distribution 
of assets and expenses of admin-
istration. Interested parties are 
entitled to petition the Court to 
institute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating or 

restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under 
informal procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
08/21/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. 

HD25P1621GD 
In the interests of 

Madison Marie McDonald 
of Monson, MA 

Minor
NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time : 

A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of a 
Minor filed on 08/06/2025 by 
Theresa Polaski of Monson, 
MA will be held 09/09/2025 
08:30 AM Guardianship of 
Minor Hearing.  Located: 
Hampden Probate & Family 
50 State St. Springfield, MA 
01102.

2. Response to Petition: You 
may respond by filing a written 
response to the Petition or by 
appearing in person at the hear-
ing. If you choose to file a writ-
ten response, you need to:

File the original with the 
Court; and

Mail a copy to all interested 
parties at least five (5) business 
days before the hearing.

3. Counsel for the Minor: 
The minor (or an adult on behalf 
of the minor) has the right to 
request that counsel be appointed 
for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: If 
you are a parent of the minor 
child who is the subject of this 
proceeding you have a right to 
be represented by an attorney. If 
you want an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and if you 
give proof that you are indigent, 
an attorney will be assigned to 
you. Your request for an attor-
ney should be made immediately 
by filling out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel form. 
Submit the application form in 
person or by mail at the court 
location where your case is going 
to be heard.

5. Presence of the Minor at 
Hearing: A minor over age 14 
has the right to be present at any 
hearing, unless the Court finds 
that it is not in the minor’s best 
interests.
Date: August 6, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

08/21/2025

Notice of Public Auction
In accordance with the provi-

sions of Massachusetts enforce-
ment of Warehousemen’s Lien, 
MGL 106, 7-210 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
to the person herein after named 
and to all whom it may concern. 
The contents of leased units are 
subject to our lien for non-pay-
ment of rent and other charges. 
You are denied access to that unit 
and warehouse. 

You can redeem such goods 
on or before Friday Sept 19th 
10AM. The goods you have 
stored after this time will be sold 
at auction to the highest bidder. 
The sale will take place at: 140 
Bethany Rd, Monson, MA 
01057 phone number 617-515- 
9886 on Friday Sept 19, 2025. 
The facility/auctioneer reserves 
the right to cancel a sale at any 
time for any reason. 

Barbara Howe Gile $560 
Valerie Roberson $7840 
Denise Buckley $3916 
Judy Owens $1365 
Leann DiPerri $6141 
Judy Alred $ 15000 
Carol Simon $800 
Basil Dixon $315 
Jamie Freeland $8742 
Peter Ernest $612 
Zac Rinaldo $ 3738 
Stan Aloi $50,000 
Cindy Cushman $1500 
Less Arnold $1484 
George Kaye $1602 
Gretchen Dittmer $930 
Lynn Davison $1246 
Alpha Software $9100 
Ensley $2070 
Standard Textile $ 4360 
all shipments -UHHG 
PAUL L. MAGLIO 
Auctioneer: 
Storage Auction Solutions 
MA Lic. #350 
www.storageauctionsolutions.  
com 
PBP Movers 
140 Bethany Rd, Monson, MA 

617 515 9886 
08/21, 08/28/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. 

HD25P1622GD 
In the interests of 

Scarlett Rose Poloski
of Monson, MA 

Minor
NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time : 

A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of a 
Minor filed on 08/06/2025 by 
Theresa Poloski of Monson, 
MA will be held 09/09/2025 
08:30 AM Guardianship of 
Minor Hearing.  Located: 
Hampden Probate & Family 
50 State St. Springfield, MA 
01102.

2. Response to Petition: You 
may respond by filing a written 
response to the Petition or by 
appearing in person at the hear-
ing. If you choose to file a writ-
ten response, you need to:

File the original with the 
Court; and

Mail a copy to all interested 
parties at least five (5) business 
days before the hearing.

3. Counsel for the Minor: 
The minor (or an adult on behalf 
of the minor) has the right to 
request that counsel be appointed 
for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: If 
you are a parent of the minor 
child who is the subject of this 
proceeding you have a right to 
be represented by an attorney. If 
you want an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and if you 
give proof that you are indigent, 
an attorney will be assigned to 
you. Your request for an attor-
ney should be made immediately 
by filling out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel form. 
Submit the application form in 
person or by mail at the court 
location where your case is going 
to be heard.

5. Presence of the Minor at 
Hearing: A minor over age 14 
has the right to be present at any 
hearing, unless the Court finds 
that it is not in the minor’s best 
interests.
Date: August 6, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

08/21/2025

Public notices

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of LABOR DAY, 
PUBLIC NOTICES 

EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice 

no later than NOON

Thursday, August 28
– Thank you!

CLASSIFIEDS & PUBLIC NOTICES
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ROOFING

GUTTERS

WINDOWS

SIDING
ENTRY DOORS

COLUMNS

GARAGE DOORS

*With approved credit. Call for details.

REQUEST A FREE ESTIMATE

FLEXIBLE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

413-485-7335 

Belchertown • Westfield  
Adams

A BEAUTIFUL HOME STARTS HERE

w i n n e r

Gazette

ChoiCe
Readers

2025

A DHG Special Section BEST HOME RENOVATOR 
BEST WINDOWS & DOORS

BEST LOCAL GREEN  
CONSTRUCTION  

COMPANY

#1 WINDOW & DOOR 
INSTALLATION

#1 GARAGE DOOR 
INSTALLATION

ROOFER FINALIST


