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By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer

kflanders@turley.com

PALMER – No mat-
ter where residents traveled 
across town this past Satur-
day, they were never far from 
a refreshing glass of lemon-

ade thanks to the dedication 
of young entrepreneurs. 

The third annual Lem-
onade Day, held on Aug. 22, 
saw dozens of youngsters set 
up stands with their friends 
and families. Each stand fea-
tured its own unique theme, 
including railroad conductors 

and lemonade crews.
Many kids also sold 

crafts at their setups.
“The event was amazing 

from start to finish,” said or-
ganizer Julia Taylor. “We had 
many people step up to vol-
unteer, and the community 
support was awesome.”

Not only is the event a 
fun family tradition, but it 
also allows kids to learn about 
the world of business in a cre-
ative way. This year, prior to 
the big day, youngsters at-
tended special classes held at 

PALMER

Kids pour creativity into 
Lemonade Day

Turley photo by 
Kevin Flanders

The Conductors 
Lemonade business 
is on track in Palmer, 

thanks to the hard 
work of local 

youngsters Anastasia 
and Isabella.
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By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer

kflanders@turley.com

MONSON – Follow-
ing a major improvement 
project, community mem-
bers attended a rededication 
ceremony last week at Dave 

Grieve Memorial Park and 
Gazebo.

The Aug. 21 program 
was attended by residents, 
town officials, and several 
of Grieve’s family members 
and friends.

Grieve Memorial 
Park rededicated

Turley photo by Kevin Flanders

A memorial stone celebrates the original dedication.
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Book launch set 
for Sept. 1

By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer

kflanders@turley.com

PALMER – Local author 
Suzanne  Strempek  Shea is 
looking forward to launching 
her latest book at Palmer Pub-
lic Library, which has played a 
big role in her writing journey.

The book launch will take 
place on Sept. 1 from 6-8 p.m. 
at the library, located at 1455 
North Main St. 

Titled “Compositions: 
A Memoir in 42 Essays by 1 
Kid on Her 8 Years of Cath-
olic School, Handed in 60 
years Late”, the book revis-
its  Strempek  Shea’s early 
years in a close-knit 1960s and 

Local author 
excited for 
next chapter

PALMER

By Layne Holcomb
Guest Contributor

PALMER – On May 2, 
1976, lifetime Palmer resident 
Bob Dupuis came over the 
bridge onto South Main Street 
to thunderous cheers and ap-
plause. 

He and his group, The 
Order of the Pumpkin, didn’t 
quite fit in with the meticu-
lously uniformed marching 
bands, or carefully crafted 
floats depicting moments in 
history that filled out the ma-
jority of the parade lineup. 

Dressed as Linus from 
the “Peanuts’” comic strip, 
and led by Snoopy atop his 
dog house, Dupuis took the 
parade by storm aboard his gi-
ant pumpkin float. 

Born in the old Wing Me-
morial Hospital (where Coun-
try Bank stands today) in Au-
gust of 1941, Dupuis has lived 
in Palmer his whole life. 

After graduating high 
school in 1959, and marry-
ing his wife a year later, he 
worked in a number of tool 
and die shops, taking night 
classes and working his way 

up the ranks. He even had the 
opportunity to travel the coun-
try, teaching engineering to 
college students. 

“I was also teaching en-
gineering through all of our 
engineering schools out here 
in New England. Worcester 
Polytech, Rensselaer, Brown 
University,” Dupuis said. 

PALMER

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – The School 
Committee meeting on Aug. 
19 began with acknowledge-
ments by Superintendent Paul 

Foster, during which he an-
nounced that the schools will 
open on Monday, Aug. 31.

“We’re going to wel-
come our first to 12th graders 
back on Aug. 31,” Foster said. 
“Pre-K and kindergarten stu-
dents come back on Sept. 3, 

which is a Thursday.”
Foster said that there 

will be social media posts to 
remind people of the date as 
it approaches. He then turned 
attention to the fall sports 
program, which will already 
be underway by the first week 

of school.
“Fall Athletic Night is 

happening tonight,” Foster 
said.

Foster thanked the 
coaches, Christopher Fon-
taine, the Principal at the 
High School, and Athletic Di-

rector and Assistant Principal 
Mary Zurawka, as well as the 
students and the families that 
support them and drive them 
to athletic events.

“Everyone should have 

School Committee updates ahead of students return
MONSON
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ONLINE: www.turley.comPHONE: 413-283-8393MAIL: Coupon included            in this weeks paper.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

www.monsonsavings.bank

Banking is about more than 
money. It’s about relationships. 

We’re here with dependable 
service, local decision-making, 
and a commitment to helping 

our communities thrive. 

Contact us to switch!

Banking that Banking that 
goes beyond goes beyond 
transactions.transactions. All deposits 

fully insured.

It’s The Great Pumpkin, Bob Dupuis
Submitted Photo

Bob Dupuis is shown hold-
ing a photograph of himself 
on a “Peanuts” themed 
float made by The Order of 
the Pumpkin for Palmer’s 
1976 Bicentennial Parade.
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PALMER – Last week, 
the School Committee met to 
reorganize and appoint mem-
bers to subcommittees ahead 
of the new school year.

On Aug. 19, the com-
mittee unanimously voted to 
re-appoint Bonny Rathbone 
to the position of committee 
chair. Sandra Noonan was 
then unanimously voted into 
the position of vice-chair.

The committee then 
turned its attention to the 
three subcommittees, policy, 
budget/finance, and well-
ness. 

For the policy subcom-
mittee, Rathbone solicited 
two volunteers, and was 
answered by Noonan and 

committee member Anthony 
Braden. Both Noonan and 
Braden were unanimously 
appointed to the subcommit-
tee.

When Rathbone solicit-
ed volunteers for the budget/
finance subcommittee, com-
mittee members Matthew 
Lovell and Joseph Nomple-
ggi said they could return to 
the subcommittee as well. 
The committee unanimously 
appointed them both.

Finally, the committee 
turned its attention to the 
wellness subcommittee.

“Last year, we revived 
the Wellness Policy,” said 
Superintendent Matthew 
Francis. “In that policy, we 
have a wellness committee 
that consists of one represen-
tative from the School Com-
mittee.”

Braden volunteered to 
participate in the subcommit-
tee last year and Rathbone 
asked if he was interested 
in joining the subcommittee 
again this year. She offered to 
take the position if he didn’t 
want it, “since everybody 
else is on other committees.”

Braden said he was hap-
py with the position, and 
wasappointed to the subcom-
mittee by unanimous vote.

“Based off of policy, 
we have to meet quarterly 
throughout the year,” Francis 
said. “Once school starts and 
all the committee members 
are appointed or told about, 
then we will schedule our 
meetings for the year.”

New business
As the committee moved 

on to bew business, Francis 
announced that he would 

forego the finance budget 
report, saying that it would 
be “counter-productive” 
this early in the new fiscal 
year. The report refers to the 
month prior, and so the first 
month’s meeting report only 
presents the encumbrances 
going into the new year.

“Our salaries are only 
the 260 employees, the year-
round employees,” Francis 
said. “Other than encum-
brances, I don’t think it’s a 
true picture of any spending 
trends that are going on.”

Francis said that in the 
September meeting, the 
committee would get a truer 
sense of the start of the year, 
as monies and salaries hit the 
budget.

“In addition, you’ll 
probably see the end of fiscal 
year 2026, how that finished 

up as well,” Francis said. 
“So, we’ll break it up into 
two presentations during the 
month of September.”

The committee then dis-
cussed communications it 
had received from the pub-
lic. Noonan said she received 
some negative comments 
about the first day of school 
being earlier this year.

“I informed them it was 
one day earlier than last 
year,” Noonan said. 

Rathbone said she had 
a similar conversation with 
a member of the communi-
ty, which led her to ask the 
superintendent about it, and 
he also reminded her it was a 
difference of one day.

The schools re-opened 
for the year on Aug. 25.

Nompleggi then brought 
up an issue that he said might 

fall more under the town’s ju-
risdiction than the school’s.

“The poles that are put 
in place around Legion Field 
are these metal poles,” Nom-
pleggi said.

He said a person was 
concerned about children 
hurting themselves on the 
poles when running around 
the field during games.

Nompleggi said the 
poles are part of temporary 
fencing put up to hold the 
metal wire, and described the 
poles as having “nothing on 
top,” which was the cause for 
concern.

Braden said he received 
a comment regarding vis-
itors to the school campus 
and families of soccer play-
ers who requested signage to 
point out where the soccer 
field is on the track.

School Committee restructures board, appoints subcommittees

By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer

kflanders@turley.com

MONSON – Area fam-
ilies, business owners and 
community leaders can’t wait 
for the return of the annual 
Monson Cultural Picnic early 
next month.

The celebration will take 
place on Saturday, Sept. 5, at 
Veterans Field. An array of 
programs and activities for 
the whole family will be held 
from 1-5 p.m.

Proceeds will benefit 
community assistance efforts 
led by Afri(K)que Limited, 
a nonprofit organization that 
helps women and their fam-
ilies facing homelessness, 
food insecurity, or displace-
ment from fires.

“If we get contacted 
about a need for something, 
we work to make it happen. 
We have provided everything 
from toys around the holidays 
to backpacks with school sup-

plies,” said Karina Dise, the 
organization’s founder and 
executive director.

The Monson Cultural 
Picnic festivities will include 
a free cookout; multicultural 
performances; activities for 
kids of all ages; appearances 
from local organizations and 
businesses; and several ven-
dors and crafters.

Additionally, members 
of the Monson Police Depart-
ment and the Hampden Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office are slated 
to attend the event.

“The Monson Police De-
partment is always excited 
to be invited to the Monson 
Cultural Picnic.  It is a great 
community event that brings 
residents of all ages and back-
grounds together to hang out, 
eat some food, listen to some 
music, and watch some amaz-
ing performers,” said Police 
Chief Nicholas Gasperini. 
“Attending the Monson Cul-
tural Picnic gives us an op-
portunity to connect with res-

idents one on one, support the 
community, and celebrate our 
town. Always a good time.”

The event is also expect-
ed to include an appearance 
from members of Xi Wang 
Dance School.

“It’s all about bringing 
people together and celebrat-
ing our community through 
the arts, creativity, and enter-
tainment,” Dise added.

Organization officials 
thank all business leaders for 
their support over the years, 
including longtime supporter 
Monson Savings Bank.

“Our event sponsors 
are Mass Cultural Council, 
Springfield Cultural Council, 
Ohana School of Performing 
Arts, Shannon Mumblo Con-
sulting, and COSTCO,” read 
a statement issued by the or-
ganization.

To learn more about 
how Afri(K)que Limited is 
making a difference for local 
families in need, visit www.
afrikque.com.

Picnic to support residents in need

PALMER – Take part in 
Palmer’s MA 250th anniver-
sary celebration by joining lo-
cal historian Robert Comeau 
in this presentation about the 
“Burial Grounds of Palmer” 
on Tuesday, Oct. 6 from 6:30-
7:30 p.m. in the Community 

Room at the Palmer Public 
Library, 1455 North Main St.

To register for this pro-
gram, please visit: https://pal-
merlibrary.com

In addition to this pre-
sentation, Comeau will host 
a tour at the Four Corners 

Cemetery on Saturday, Oct. 
10 from 11 a.m.-noon, 4287 
Main St.

This program is free, but 
registration is requested.

‘Burial Grounds of Palmer’ presentation Oct. 6

PALMER – The Palm-
er Senior Center, located at 
1029 Central St., lists upcom-
ing activities and programs 
for the months of August and 
September. 

Please sign up for all 
programs by calling 413-283-

2670, extension 3.
For more information 

about senior center happen-
ings, follow “Palmer Senior 
Center” on Facebook or visit 
www.townofpalmer.com. 

Movie Matinee
Fridays at 12:30 p.m. 
Drinks and popcorn are 

available. 

Aug. 28 - “Small Things 
Like These” is set in 1985 
when coal merchant Bill Fur-
long uncovers disturbing se-
crets in a small Irish town that 
is controlled by the Roman 
Catholic Church.  

Monday Evening 
Programs

Begin at 4:30 p.m. 

Aug. 31 - Fall craft with 
Kim. 

Upcoming Events 
Sept. 11 – Annual Picnic 

at Pulaski Park, will be held 
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Enter-
tainment will be provided by 
The Gemstones, and the meal 
by Tony and Penny Catering. 
The cost is $15. 

Submitted Photo

Shown from left, Dr. Caro Munoz Agudelo, Director of Public Programs and Research at 
Norcross; Wales Senior Center Lead Cook Darleen Gilley; Senior Center Director Cheri Fisher; 
and Wales Selectman Michael Valanzola.

Celebrating 86 Years!Celebrating 86 Years!

Rondeau’sRondeau’s
DAIRY BARDAIRY BAR

Ware Road, Rte. 32, Palmer

First Opened May 1940

HOMEMADE ICE CREAM
The BestThe Best

in the Areain the Area
57 FLAVORS57 FLAVORSFamous 

for our

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

The Most
Advanced Lens

Designs Available
Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of 
Designer Frames 

For All Ages

SUNGLASSES
Maui Jim • Ray Ban

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA
413-283-3511

362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-589-1806

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit 
& lenses for every lifestyle.

Palmer Senior Center

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

WALES – The Wales 
Senior Center, 85 Main St., 
is about to receive major 
kitchen upgrades thanks to a 
donation from the Norcross 
Wildlife Foundation.

Each week, the Senior 
Center provides a range of 
programs and services for 
residents. These include 
lunches served every Tues-

day and Thursday, prepared 
in the Center’s commercial 
kitchen.

“After years of use, this 
space needs some upgrades, 
including new flooring. At 
the recommendation of Se-
lectman Michael Valanzola, 
the Norcross Wildlife Foun-
dation is providing part of its 
annual gift to the Town with 

a $5,000 donation to help 
with these improvements,” 
read a statement released by 
the Foundation.

For more information 
about the Senior Center, 
please contact Cheri Fisher 
at 413-245-9683.

To learn more about 
programs at Norcross, visit 
https://norcrosswildlife.org/.  

Norcross supports Wales Senior Center
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WARE – A meeting 
was recently held at E2E to 
discuss healthcare needs of 
the region, and use of Rural 
Health Transformation pro-
gram funding.

At the Aug. 12 meet-
ing, Cindy Allen Bourcier of 
Mary Lane Health, said she 
is an advocate for the protec-
tion of Mary Lane Hospital’s 
assets and renovation of the 
historic building.

She said Mary Lane 
Health seeks to get healthcare 
services back in town, but pri-
marily “we’re advocating to 
get something going over on 
the Mary Lane site.”

Also attending the meet-
ing was Emily Kirby, Direc-
tor of Prevention and Com-
munity Health for the town of 
Ware. In addition to her work 
for the town of Ware, Kirby 
oversees Healthy Quaboag 
and the Quaboag Hills Sub-
stance Use Alliance.

Kirby said these two 
grant-funded organizations 
serve 18 towns in the Quabo-
ag region. 

Gail Gramarossa, a pub-
lic health practitioner, is 
working as a consultant with 
support of the New England 
Rural Health Association. 
She is co-facilitating a pro-
cess with Kirby to speak to 
various stakeholders about 
healthcare needs. 

Bourcier gave some 
background about healthcare 

services efforts that have oc-
curred over the years. She 
talked about medical staff 
being laid off before and after 
the merger between Baystate 
Health’s Wing and Mary Lane 
hospitals.

“We knew that services 
were being shut down…it 
wasn’t a decrease in demand 
for healthcare, it was a de-
crease in the services,” she 
said.

Bourcier said a lot of 
people in the community 
were active in trying to keep 
healthcare services in town, 
but by 2024, Mary Lane Hos-
pital was closed.

Since then, buildings 
have been demolished at the 
hospital site on South Street 
with the original Wetherby 
Building remaining. 

Bourcier said there have 
been many surveys and com-
munity assessments complet-
ed which identify the need 
for healthcare services. She 
shared a photo of people rais-
ing their hands in support of 
restoring healthcare to the 
former hospital site. 

“93% want healthcare 
back on Mary Lane,” she said. 
“That is why I keep advocat-
ing for that.”

Bourcier spoke about 
the region’s aging popula-
tion, noting that many senior 
citizens live alone and about 
30% have a type of disability. 
She said falls at home are a 
risk for senior citizens, which 
also put a strain on emergen-
cy services.

A regional coalition is in 

the process of being formed 
to represent area towns in or-
der to receive Rural Health 
Transformation funds.

Bourcier said the town 
needs to form a committee 
in addition to the coalition to 
represent the town of Ware. 
She said the town of Hard-
wick has its own committee. 

Gramarossa explained 
the state’s definition of a rural 
region, and why certain towns 
are grouped together. 

“It’s a very complex area 
with lots of unmet needs both 
health-wise and social ser-
vice-wise,” she said.

Gramarossa said she has 
been meeting with stakehold-
ers in the Quaboag Valley 
to determine how the Rural 
Health Transformation funds 
would be utilized to meet 
healthcare needs.

She said she does not 
know what the state will fund, 
as the request for proposals 
had not been released at the 
time of the meeting. She said 
it will be a quick turnaround 
time when the RFP is released 
and the 60-page application is 
due.

“The state is calling this 
a new era for rural health in 
Massachusetts,” Gramarossa 
said. 

Chris Lyon, State Direc-
tor for Southern New England 
of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Rural Develop-
ment program said it is im-
portant for everyone to work 
together.

“If we all work togeth-
er we can do great things,” 

Lyon said. 
Lyon spoke about a pre-

vious meeting he attended, 
where the focus of the group’s 
mission was divided into two 
parts: healthcare and econom-
ic development.

He said economic de-
velopment will help to bring 
healthcare providers back into 
Ware. It will also increase the 
number of potential patients.

“It’s a better business 
situation for the healthcare 
providers,” Lyon said. “It’s 
essential to the viability of the 
healthcare section.”

He said economic devel-
opment will also benefit the 
town, in addition to bringing 
in healthcare providers. 

Lyon said the staff at the 
USDA’s Rural Development 
program are “very commit-
ted” to making this happen.

The group discussed if 
the new zoning for the Mary 
Lane Hospital site would al-
low for certain economic de-
velopment including housing 
for senior citizens. A zoning 
amendment may be required 
to move forward with this 
type of project. 

The Mary Lane Hospital 
property is privately owned 
by Baystate Health. 

Mike Dambrosio, Trans-
portation Operations Super-
visor for Ware, who oversees 
the Quaboag Connector, the 
Senior Center van and a Bay-
state Urgent Care van, spoke 
about the needs of the people 
in recovery and those who are 
homeless. 

He said the Mary Lane 

Hospital site could be devel-
oped to provide treatment and 
housing.

Bourcier said she would 
like to see more senior hous-
ing in the community, and 
suggested looking for grant 
money to conduct a study 
to determine senior housing 
needs, or hire a consultant.

Sawyer Blake, Project 
Coordinator for Community 
Health for the town of Ware 
and Healthy Quaboag said 
there are two different things 
being talked about – the Rural 
Health Transformation pro-
gram and the redevelopment 
of the Mary Lane Hospital 
site.

“We are trying to get a 
coalition of people to put to-
gether a Rural Health Trans-
formation application,” Blake 
said. 

Blake added that Bay-
state Health is a healthcare 
partner involved in the Rural 
Health Transformation con-
versation. 

“We’ve got  lot of ‘next 
steps,’” Bourcier said, when 
talking about what needs to 
happen to move forward.

Lyon said the healthcare 
needs should not be tied to 
just one parcel of land, and it 
shouldn’t be limited to Ware.

“There’s many towns, it’s 
a big area, and it may look a 
little bit different in every 
community,” he said. 

Gramarossa said once 
interviews with stakeholders 
are completed, they will com-
pile information and identify 
priority needs for the region. 

She said people can sign 
up for the Rural Health Trans-
formation email contact list at 
mass.gov to be notified of any 
updates in the RFP process.

Community stakehold-
ers at the meeting included 
Melissa Fales, Executive Di-
rector of the Quaboag Valley 
Community Development 
Corporation; Holly Stevens, 
Ascentria Care Alliance in 
Worcester; Laureen Borgat-
ti, COO of Wayfinders in 
Springfield; Kim Mongeau, 
representing state Sen. Pe-
ter Durant’s office; Valerie 
Granger, Ware Selectboard 
member; Harry Brogna, West 
Brookfield Select Board 
chair; Becky Basch, Princi-
pal Planner for Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission; Amie 
Shei, President and CEO 
of the Health Foundation 
of Central Massachusetts; 
Ronnie Rom, Rural Hospital 
Program Coordinator; Eliza-
beth Hancock, Ware Planning 
Board member; Stuart Beck-
ley, Ware Town Manager; 
Henry Eskett, Ware resident; 
Ann Bigda, Ware resident 
and board member of Mary 
Lane Health; Ken Willette, 
Ware Selectboard vice-chair; 
Courtney Pelley, Director 
of Strategic Initiatives at the 
Health Foundation of Central 
Massachusetts; Michelle Ew-
ing, Director of Finance and 
Administration at the Health 
Foundation of Central Mas-
sachusetts; and David Mc-
Donough, former President/
CFO of Navigator Homes in 
Martha’s Vineyard. 

Regional meeting discusses rural health/economic needs

MONSON – A pro-
gram focused on maintaining 
healthy ecosystems will be 
held at the Keep Homestead 
Museum, 35 Ely Road, next 
month.

Slated for Sunday, Sept. 
13, the open house will feature 
Carolina Munoz-Agudelo, 
Director of Public Programs 
and Research at Norcross 
Wildlife Sanctuary.

Munoz-Agudelo will 
present her program “Eco-
systems in Action:  Restoring 
Nature, One Watershed at a 
Time.”

The PowerPoint presen-
tation will highlight the im-
portance of biodiversity; the 

roles of native plants and ani-
mals; and how watershed res-
toration benefits both wildlife 
and local communities. 

The program will focus 
on how healthy ecosystems 
function, as well as the effects 
that occur when they are dis-
rupted. The free program will 
start at 1:30 p.m. The session 
is open to the public. Visitors 
are also welcome to tour the 
museum from 1-3:30 p.m. 
Guests will be able to view 
new button displays and en-
joy refreshments.

For more information 
about the museum, visit 
www.keephomesteadmuse-
um.org.

Keep ecosystem program

NEW CHINA
Chinese Restaurant

413-267-0505
123 Main Street

Monson, MA

Serving delicious 
Chinese cuisine. 

Our specialty dishes 
are well crafted 

to create a delightful 
culinary experience. 

Order online through 
Beyond Menu

Hours: Mon. 4-8pm • Tues.-Thurs. 11am-9pm Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 12-9pm

HEARTS & CRAFTS 
STATION

1339 main street, palmer, ma
We are a do it yourself craft space, ceramics,

wood, holiday decor, jewelry and more.
Contact Laura Pompei 413-575-8232
heartsandcraftsstation@gmail.com

Hearts and Crafts Station in Facebook
heartsandcraftsstation.com

We’re Growing
Come visit our new location.

3 Converse St., 
Ste. 100, Palmer

We’re Excited 
to Welcome You! 

Our new office is 
officially open and ready to 

service the Palmer area.

Sellers, Buyers, 
Investors and 

Families throughout 
the Community.

Come visit us at
 3 Converse St., 

Suite 100, Palmer, MA
Stop by meet us and discover 

how we can help you with 
all your Real Estate 

questions and needs.

Call 413-531-9098
www.BuyRiteHome.com

Your trusted local real estate experts.

PALMER – Early vot-
ing for the Sept. 1 State Pri-
mary will be held on Thurs-
day, Aug. 27 from 8:30 

a.m.-4:30 p.m. at the Palmer 
Town Clerk’s Office, 4417 
Main St.

Town Clerk lists early 
voting information

BRIMFIELD – Hitch-
cock Academy will host a se-
ries of sound therapy sessions 
on Saturday evenings.

The sessions will take 
place from 6-7:30 p.m. on 
select evenings. Each session 
is offered at a cost of $20 per 
person.

Dates for the sessions 
include Sept. 19 (stress man-
agement); Oct. 17 (immune 
defense); and Nov. 14 (deal-
ing with life challenges, loss 
and grief).

Sound therapy aims to 
utilize aspects of music, tones 
and notes to improve phys-
ical, emotional and mental 
health.

Pat and Ken Wheelock 
are bodywork practitioners 
based in Three Rivers. Their 
practice spans acupressure, 
Reiki, herbal studies, sound 
therapy, color therapy, and 
aromatherapy.

Certified practitioners 
since 2008, the Wheelocks 
have spent over 15 years 

studying, practicing, and 
teaching the healing arts.

Alora Heffernan is a cer-
tified Reiki master  and certi-
fied meditation teacher. Her 
work focuses on such non-in-
vasive modalities as guided 
meditation, Reiki, and sound 
therapy.

Event participants are en-
couraged to bring a yoga mat 
or folding camp chair.

To learn more about the 
sessions, visit www.hitch-
cockacademy.org.

Hitchcock Academy is a 
community center located at 
2 Brookfield Road.

Saturday sound therapy 
sessions available

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

MONSON – Officials 
have announced a polling 
location change.

Future elections in town 
will take place at Quarry 
Hill School, 43 Margaret St. 
Please use the pool entrance 

when entering the school.
For more information 

about the change, contact 
the Town Clerk’s office at 
413-267-4115. You may 
also send an email to: town-
clerk@monson-ma.gov.

Town Clerk announces 
new polling location
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I received an email from a 
Hampden resident, who 
sent two photos of East-

ern bluebirds – one adult 
male and a fledgling.

She states, “I live in 
Hampden, for the past sev-

eral years we have been 
blessed to have a pair of 
bluebird’s nest in our yard. 
They have had three broods 
of babies each year including 
this year.” 

The fledgling in the 

above photo is a male. The 
photo was taken shortly af-
ter fledging. Wing feathers, 
wing coverts and tail feathers 
are essential in determining 
the sex of young bluebirds. 

By day ten to eleven 
days after hatching, feather 
colors are noticeable. The 
blue tail in males and gray 
in females become apparent. 
In the male, the short tail at 
fledging is bright blue. Times 
may vary but by day 13 the 
tail color is apparent. 

Both sexes have a gray 
spotted back and chest. They 
also have a white eye ring. 

By the time a  bluebird 
is 19 to 24 days old, the male 
has blue wing coverts and the 
female gray ones. 

At five weeks old the 

Viewpoints

Dawn, who gar-
dens in 
To l l and , 

asked a few 
questions of the 
Garden Lady 
this past week.  

You see, 
this is the first 
year in three 
years that Dawn 
has a had a pro-
ductive garden. Her 
former garden was too far 
from the house to be tended. 
It was tricky to irrigate and 
animals often found their 
way through or under the 
fence. 

Dawn’s hard work end-
ed up being a hearty meal 
for woodchucks and more. 
Now, with raised beds close 
to her house, she is grateful 
for a bountiful harvest. 

First, she wanted to be 
reminded how to roast toma-
toes.

I enjoy roasting my 
cherry tomatoes; it’s a great 
way to use them up when 
they produce like gang-
busters. 

Depending on the size, 
I either cut them in half or 
quarters and put them no 
more than two rows deep in 
a roasting pan. I sprinkle a 
teaspoon or two of extra vir-
gin olive oil over the toma-
toes and then I add half an 
onion and two-three cloves 
of garlic.  

After mixing all the 
ingredients together, I bake 
at 400 degrees for about an 

hour, stirring midway. You 
know when it is done when 
the skins pucker and there is 
very little liquid left.  Now 
you can either eat it this way, 
say over pasta or rice, or you 
can zip it up with a few basil 
leaves and you have made 
your own sauce.  

No need to de-seed or 
remove the skins. Just think, 
all that added fiber and good-
ness, with less work to boot!  

You can tailor your 
roasting to suite your own 
taste buds as well. Some 
folks add chopped peppers 
or eggplant. 

Certainly you can use 
any type of tomato, too and 
add additional herbs or spic-
es.

Speaking of peppers,  
Dawn also wanted to know 
how to roast peppers. It’s a 
little different from toma-
toes.  

Peppers roast best when 
they are fully ripe – i.e., 
when they have changed col-
or. I have mentioned it be-
fore, but my favorite roast-
ing pepper is “Carmen,” a 

long bell pepper with thick 
walls.  

Simply wash 
the fruits 
and position 
them whole 

in a sin-
gle layer 
u n d e r 

the broiler, 
turning frequently 
until they bubble 

up and char slight-
ly. This can also be 

accomplished on a gas grill 
or as my husband will attest, 
over the flame of your kitch-
en gas stove.  

Once charred, place 
them in a paper bag or cov-
ered container. The steam 
will soften the skin to the 
point it can be rubbed off, 
revealing yummy, thick 
flesh.  

Pull off the stem and 
remove the seeds and voi-
la! Roasted red peppers are 
yours to freeze.  

I just blot mine dry and 
put them in single servings 
in plastic freezer bags. The 
fruit is easily thawed by 
placing the bag into a shal-
low basin of water; likewise, 
you can pop the pepper pop-
sicle on to a plate and let it 
thaw in the fridge.  

Roasted peppers are 
fantastic on homemade piz-
za or blended into hummus. 

I shared with Dawn that 
I was making pickles. She 
went on to say that hers nev-
er turn out well, so I texted 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
My wife and I file our 

taxes jointly. 
In 2024, I took an IRA 

Required Minimum Distri-
bution, which was signifi-
cantly more than I was re-
quired to take. 

My Medicare premi-
ums were not affected in 
2025 and our Social Secu-
rity payments were not re-
duced. Then, our joint filing 
in 2025 kept us below the 
IRS’ “Modified Adjusted 
Gross Income level. Yet in 
2026 our Medicare pay-
ments increased and our 
Social Security payments 
were reduced. 

If my MAGI is below 
the maximum for 2025, will 
my regular SS payments/
Medicare reductions be re-
stored in 2027? Is there any 
action I need to take to en-
sure this will happen or will 
our Medicare payments and 
reduced SS payments be 
our new norm? 

Signed: Worried Retiree

Dear Worried Retiree: 
FYI, your Medicare 

premiums in 2026 were 
affected by the large RMD 
you took in 2024, which 
caused a Medicare pro-
vision known as the “In-
come-Related Monthly Ad-
justment Amount ” to apply 
for 2026. 

When determining the 
Medicare Part B premium 
for next year (each fall), 
Medicare uses the income 
you reported to the IRS two 
years prior to calculate your 
Medicare Part B (and Part 
D) premium for upcoming 
year.  

If you exceed the base 
“IRMAA” income thresh-
old two years ago, then your 
Medicare premiums for the 
next year will include a sup-
plemental amount on top of 
the “standard” Medicare 
premium for that year. 

The amount of the 

supplement depends on 
how much you exceed the 
base IRMAA threshold 
by (FYI, the base IRMAA 
threshold for 2026 for a 
married couple filing joint-
ly was $218,000). If your 
2024 income exceeded that 
initial IRMAA threshold, 
you paid a higher Medi-
care premium, which also 
reduced your SS monthly 
payment because Medi-
care is deducted from your 
SS benefit. IRMAA uses a 
sliding scale to determine 
how much more than the 
standard Medicare premi-
um you will pay.

However, that will all 
automatically correct itself 
going forward. In other 
words, when determining 
your premiums for 2027, 
Medicare will look at your 
2025 income. If your 2025 
MAGI is less than the base 
IRMAA threshold, you and 
your wife will both auto-
matically revert to paying 
the standard 2027 Medicare 
Part B and Part D premi-
ums. 

You don’t need to take 
any action for that to hap-
pen; it will all be automatic.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administra-
tion or any other govern-
mental entity. This article 
is intended for information 
purposes and does not rep-
resent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Se-
curity Association  To sub-
mit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory 
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.  

We were bitten by 
Medicare’s IRMAA this 
year; What should I so? 

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to journalregister@turley.com. Please 
include a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register.

The
Journal Register

EDITOR
journalregister@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Dan Flynn

dflynn@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The Journal Register (USPS 418-940) 
is published every Thursday by 

Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 
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POSTMASTER: Send address 
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24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 
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www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

Letters to the 
editor policy
Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, 
and guest columns between 
500-800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require that the 
person submitting the opinion 
also include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone 
number. We must confirm 
authorship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, 
unsubstantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, or defamation 
of character.
Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St.
Palmer MA 01069
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com
The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon.

Preservation questions are popular this time of year

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Photos by Elizabeth Frederick

This adult male Eastern 
bluebird is seen at the en-
trance of a bluebird house 
checking on his brood.

GARDEN   ❙   page 8

BIRDS   ❙   page 8

The fledgling male Eastern 
bluebird blends in with the 
ground cover. Blue feathers 
are visible. 

As an educator in Spring-
field, I’ve often felt that the 
voices of teachers, staff, and 
students are overlooked by 
those elected to represent us. 

The everyday challeng-
es facing our public schools 
– from food programs and 
curriculum to extracurricular 
opportunities, career readi-
ness, and the resources our 
educators need – too often go 
unheard. 

Real leadership begins 
with listening. That is exactly 
what I found in Jeromie Wha-
len.

I first met Jeromie at a 
Sixteen Acres Civic Associa-
tion meeting while attending to 
hear local candidates for City 
Council and School Commit-
tee. I also spoke during public 
comment, asking for clothing 
donations for the Career Closet 
I maintain at Springfield High 

School of Science & Technol-
ogy and inviting community 
members to participate in our 
weekly Speaker Series, where 
professionals share their career 
journeys with students. 

While others focused on 
speeches, Jeromie focused on 
people. He listened intently, 
engaged with residents, and 
stayed after the meeting, help-
ing stack chairs and continuing 
conversations long after many 
had left. 

When he introduced him-
self, he didn’t just shake my 
hand, he immediately asked 
how he could help. He volun-
teered to speak with my stu-
dents and even offered to do-
nate professional clothing for 
our Career Closet.

He followed through.
The very next week, Je-

romie visited our school to 
meet with civics students, tour 

our campus and deliver several 
high-quality suits for students 
preparing for interviews and 
internships. He didn’t make a 
one-time appearance –he made 
a commitment.

From the moment he 
walked through our doors, his 
energy was contagious. He 
greeted students and staff with 
genuine enthusiasm, took time 
to listen to their questions, and 
encouraged young people to 
recognize the power of civic 
engagement and voting. 

His authenticity made an 
immediate impression.

When he returned as the 
featured speaker for our larger 
faculty and student event, at-
tendance exceeded that of pre-
vious speakers because people 
wanted to experience firsthand 
what they had been hearing 
about. Jeromie spoke openly 
about his background in ed-

ucation, his journey into pub-
lic service, and his belief that 
elected officials should remain 
connected to the communities 
they serve. 

He welcomed every ques-
tion with honesty, humility, 
and humor, creating meaning-
ful dialogue instead of deliver-
ing political talking points.

What stands out most 
about Jeromie is not a single 
speech or one memorable visit 
–it’s his consistency. He keeps 
showing up.

He has returned to Sci-
Tech on multiple occasions 
because he believes our stu-
dents deserve champions who 
are present, engaged and in-
vested in their success. He un-
derstands that supporting ed-
ucation isn’t about campaign 
season; it’s about building 
relationships and earning trust 
through action.

Jeromie Whalen is relent-
less in his pursuit of represent-
ing the educators, families, 
and students of Ward 01. He 
doesn’t simply talk about ad-
vocating for public education – 
he listens, he participates, and 
he follows through. He rec-
ognizes that the future of our 
community begins in our class-
rooms, and he is committed to 
ensuring that every educator 
feels heard and every student 
has the opportunity to succeed.

For those of us who have 
spent our careers serving 
Springfield’s young people, 
that kind of leadership rep-
resents more than a campaign 
– it represents a new beginning.

Tara Roberts, M. Ed.
Internship & Pathways 

Facilitator
Springfield High School of 

Science & Technology
Springfield

Educator says Jeromie Whalen is voice of the future
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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By Julie Midura 
Guest Columnist

We recently brought 
our 1-year-old 
grandson, Dustin, 

to a local woodland area. Af-
ter carrying him for miles, we 
lifted him out of the child car-
rier so that he could stretch 
his legs. Not yet walking in-
dependently, he grasped each 
of my index fingers, then 
carefully moved along the 
trail on unsteady feet. 

A white birch tree just 
off trail caught his eye, and 
he steered me towards it. 
Once we reached it, he let go 
of my fingers and leaned his 
hands against the tree. His 
tiny fingers fell upon a loose 
piece of dry bark. 

His eyes widened and 
a look of surprise came 
upon his face when the bark 
slipped from the tree into his 
hand.

Dustin looked at it, ex-
amining it with curiosity. 
Then, with all the serious-
ness a 1-year-old can muster, 
he reached up and pressed 
the fragment back against the 
gnarled tree. 

He held his hand over 
the bark for a moment, like 

someone gluing one object to 
another. Once he seemed cer-
tain he had mended the trunk, 
he pulled his hand away. 

Unsurprisingly, the 
piece of bark fluttered to the 
ground. 

Dustin bent down, picked 
up the wayward piece of tree, 
and once again pressed it 
back against the trunk. 

This time, he patted it 
carefully. But when he with-
drew his hand, down went the 
scrap of wood once again. 

Undeterred, Dustin re-
peated the process over and 
over and over again, certain 
that if he just kept trying, 
he could reattach the broken 
scrap of tree skin back onto 
the birch tree. But in spite of 
his tenderness and quiet de-
termination, gravity won ev-
ery time. 

I stood beside him and 
watched. Half amused and 
half contemplative. 

There was a lesson here, 
I was certain. Not for Dustin, 
but for me. 

Dustin displayed no frus-
tration. He was not aggravat-
ed or impatient. He just kept 
trying. With an open heart 
and a beautiful spirit. And a 
determination that somehow, 
he could fix the world around 
him. 

I don’t know how long 
Dustin would have spent try-
ing to reattach the bark to that 
birch tree. I finally scooped 
him up and settled him on the 
dirt path. 

He immediately reached 
for a nearby stick. He picked 
it up. Turned it. Stretched out 
his arm to show it to me – 
looking up at me with won-
der in his wide eyes. Smiling 
as though he had discovered 
the greatest treasure on earth. 

He poked a dry leaf. 
Drew lines in the dirt. Stirred 
the pine needles. 

Absent of batteries, on-

off switches, flashing lights 
and instructions – he held 
the stick as though it was a 
prized possession. 

I felt an urgency to con-
tinue moving. There were 
trails waiting to be explored. 
Miles waiting to be walked. 
A time frame to be adhered 
to. 

Instead, I lowered my-
self cross-legged and settled 
on the pine needle path next 
to Dustin. And there we re-
mained, lingering in a place 
where time has forgotten 
what it means to rush.

Years from now, my 
grandson won’t remember 
this day. He won’t remember 
the rough texture of the twig 
he held. The beautiful white 
birch tree he attempted to 
mend. 

He won’t recall the day 
sunlight streamed through 
the trees above him, as the 
grandparents who love him 

sat beside him while he dis-
covered the natural world 
around him. 

Regardless, perhaps he 
would leave the forest carry-
ing something with him that 
would remain. Perhaps the 
forest was filling something 
inside of him that would not 
come from actual recollec-
tion, but was being planted 
nonetheless, before he could 
even form a sentence.

The twig came home 
with Dustin – a treasure he 
refused to let go of when I 
placed him back in the child 
carrier. The wayward scrap 
of bark, however, remained 
on the forest floor, where it 
would eventually return to 
the earth. 

But long after the bark 
has dried, the unspoken les-
sons will remain.

Nature through the eyes of a child

Calendar of Events
E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event 
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have 
an event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form 
and as a Word doc or plain email text – no PDFs or flyers, 
please – to journalregister@turley.com.

UPCOMING

VENDORS FOR THE BAYSTATE WING HOSPITAL 
GIFT SHOPPE

September Vendors
Sept. 1 - In The AM Floral 
Sept. 8 - Heart Arts Crafts 
Sept. 9 - Hobbit Hollow Herbs
Sept. 15 - Wicked Good Treats 
Sept. 16 - How Charming 
Sept. 21 - Geriations & Sew On
Sept. 23 - Crystal Clear Emotions

ONGOING 

WALES CHURCH FARMER’S MARKET: Located in 
the church pavilion across from the post office on the cor-

ner of Route 19 and Monson Road. The farmers market is 
open every Saturday morning from 9 a.m.-noon beginning on 
Memorial Day weekend and running until Labor Day week-
end. Offerings include homemade baked goods, local honey, 
crafts, flea market items, antiques and fruits and vegetables 
when in season. Vendors are welcome and there is no charge 
to set up a table.

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES 
6:30-7:30 p.m. and 7:30-8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or both. 
Brimfield Winery at 35 Main St., in Brimfield. Check brim-
fieldwinery.com for any variations. 

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2-4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road, Holland, to learn or 
practice different crafts. There are new crafts every Wednes-
day. For more information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely 
Road, Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hik-
ing, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can 
be found in the parking lot. For more information call 413-
267-4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit 
keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members 
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month in 
the AMETS Post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild 
is a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplish-
ments, from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues 
are $55 a year. Follow them on Facebook for more informa-
tion.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30 
p.m., every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St., 
Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute begin-
ners and beginners, and participants get to dance to all types 
of music. $10 per class. Please wear comfortable footwear, 
no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday at the 
Palmer Library at 1455 N. Main St. Free and open to the pub-
lic. Play available board and card games or bring your own. 
Must be 16 or older unless accompanied by an adult. No reg-
istration required. For more information call 413-283-3691, 
or email palewis19@yahoo.com.

QI GONG:  Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy 
Emerson is held every Tuesday from 5:45-6:45 p.m. 

1620 NORTH MAIN STREET, PALMER

413-283-5555

PARAMOUNT PIZZA
DINE IN FULL BAR

DINNER SPECIALS MONDAY - FRIDAYDINNER SPECIALS MONDAY - FRIDAY
20% OFF20% OFF

DINE-IN SPECIALSDINE-IN SPECIALS
Excludes Drink, Dine In Only. Excludes Daily Special

MONDAY:
Any Grinder w/fries & a beer $14.95

TUESDAY:
All Dinner 50% Off

WEDNESDAY:
8 pc. WIng w/ Fries & A Beer $14.95

THURSDAY:
Burger w/Fries & A Beer $14.95

FRIDAY:
Any Large Pizza, 10 Wings & 

A Bottle of Wine $39.95

Mon.-Fri. 11 am - 8 pm
Sat. 11 am - 10 pm • Sun. 12 noon - 9 pm

Celebrate atPalmer Pro Bike
Corporation

Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 9-5

Bicycle Sales
Service & Accessories

1438 N. Main Street, Palmer

palprobike@gmail.com
palprobike.com (413) 289-9458

SQUIER OIL
– EST 1874 MONSON –

We need a person that could 
become an oil delivery person 
and/or a heating equipment 

service installer. 
We are easy to work with and 

will to train and educate.
Email: squieroil@verizon.net

You Can Build Your Own Grilled Cheese!
Breakfast, Lunch & Specials

Served All Day - All Week!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AM TO 2 PM
Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

178 Federal St.
Belchertown
(413) 323-6175

theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

THE ROADHOUSE
CAFE

Dustin, age 1, held a piece of 
birch bark in his hand.

Submitted Photos

The author’s grandson picked up sticks off the forest floor.

Dustin explored nature with 
his grandparents. 

Book Your 
Winter Closing 

Today!

www.BPpools.com
✦  Openings  ✦  Pool Sales & Installation

✦  Salt Systems  ✦  Chemicals  ✦  Accessories 
✦  Computerized Water Analysis  ✦  Parts

508-868-0016

180 West Street 
Ware, MA 01082

Supplies
Service

Sales
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STURBRIDGE – The 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 
in Fiskdale will host its third 
annual Friends of the Poor 
Walk, on Sunday, Oct. 18, at 
noon at the Sturbridge com-
mon during the harvest fest. 

Proceeds from the fund-
raiser will go toward sup-
porting local individuals and 
families in need across Brim-
field, Brookfield, Holland, 
Sturbridge, Wales and other 
nearby towns. 

The St. Vincent de Paul 

Society in Fiskdale provides 
practical assistance through-
out the year, including emer-
gency housing, rental and 
utility help, food, clothing 
and other essential needs – 
serving people of all back-
grounds and faiths.

The Fiskdale conference 
raises funds through parish 
poor boxes, public donations 
and events such as this one. 

The Society of St. Vin-
cent de Paul operates in 153 
countries, with more than 

4,000 local conferences, and 
is run entirely by volunteer 
members committed to tack-
ling poverty in all its forms. 

Residents are encour-
aged to come to the harvest 
fest and join the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society in the walk 
for their neighbors in need.

For more information 
contact svdpfiskdalepr@
gmail.com. To make a dona-
tion, visit svdpfiskdale.org 
and click on the “Donate” 
button.

Friends of the Poor 
Walk to be held Oct. 18

MONSON – The 2025 
annual water quality con-
sumer confidence report 
for Monson is available at 
https://www.monson-ma.
g ov / 6 2 2 / Wa t e r - Q u a l i -
ty-Report-CCR-Index.  

This report contains 

important information 
about the source and qual-
ity of your drinking water.

Hard copies are avail-
able at Monson Town Hall 
located at 110 Main St., 
the Monson Free Library 
located at 2 High St. and 

the Monson Senior Center 
located at 106 Main St. 

Please call 413-267-
4130 if you would like a 
paper report delivered to 
your home. 

Annual water quality 
report available

MONSON – All early 
voting for the State Primary 
will take place at the Town 
Office Building in the Public 
Meeting Room,110 Main St.

Early voting hours will 
take place on Thursday, 
Aug. 27 (8 a.m.-4 p.m.); 

and Friday, Aug. 28 (8 a.m.-
4 p.m.).

The State Primary elec-
tion will take place on Tues-
day, Sept. 1. Polling hours 
are 7 a.m.-8 p.m.

The polling location 
is Quarry Hill Community 

School. Please use the pool 
entrance.

For more information, 
please contact the Town 
Clerk’s office at 413-267-
4115. You may also send an 
email to townclerk@mon-
son-ma.gov.

Monson lists early voting dates

PALMER – The Amer-
ican Legion, Palmer Post 
130, invites residents to its 
annual 9/11 Remembrance/
Dedication program.

The event will take 
place on Friday,  Sept. 11, 
at 6 p.m. at 1010 Thornd-
ike St., the new location of 
Crimmins-Graveline Insur-
ance.  

“At this time, we will 

continue to honor  all  the 
police, firefighters, EMTs, 
veterans, and civilians who 
lost their lives that fate-
ful day,” read a statement 
released by the American 
Legion. 

“We will also honor 
our fallen from Western 
MA since 9/11 and dedi-
cate any pavers received 
since our last ceremony.”

Ceremony to honor 
9/11 victims

MONSON – Guests of 
all ages are invited to en-
joy special activities at the 
Monson Lions Club Family 
Fest.

The event will take 
place on Saturday, Sept. 
5, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at 
Westview Farms Creamery, 

109 East Hill Road.
The event will feature 

food trucks, vendors, a kid 
zone, a magician, live music 
and several other highlights.

If you are interested in 
becoming a vendor at the 
event, text Karen at 413-
544-1555.

Monson Lions Club 
hosts Family Fest 
set for Sept. 5

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

PALMER – To wrap up 
the summer, Diamond Junc-
tion Bowling Lanes hosted 
its monthly King of the Hill 
Tournament for the month of 
August.

This month’s tournament 
featured eight entries with the 
top six qualifiers advancing 
to the stepladder. After three 
games of qualifying, finish-
ing in first place was Sean 
Comerford with a total score 
of 385.

In game two of the qual-
ifier, Comerford scored 136 
to pull himself back into con-
tention. Mike Forgue finished 
in second place with a qual-
ifying score of 376. Kristen 
Havens of Diamond Junction 
Bowling Lanes finished in 
third place with 376. 

Forgue won the tiebreak-
er to earn the second seed. 

Finishing in fourth place 
was John Havens with 370. 
John Eckert received the fifth 
stepladder spot with a 368, 
and Nick Maslon got the sixth 
and final seed with a 367. 
Maslon finished strong with 

107 to get into the ladder. 
Each match was a one-

game match until the finals, 
which will be a two-game 
match. The first stepladder 
match was between #6 seed 
Nick Maslon and #5 seed 
John Eckert. Maslon ad-
vanced after defeating Eckert, 
109-91. 

Maslon bowled against 
John Havens. Maslon ad-
vanced again after defeating 
Havens, 97-76. 

Match three was between 
Maslon and K. Havens. The 
final score was 94-88 in favor 
of Kristen Havens. 

The semi-final match 
was between K. Havens and 
Mike Forgue. The match 
came down to the tenth and 
final frame as Forgue sur-

passed Havens by one pin, 
91-90. Forgue advanced to 
the two-game final against #1 
seed Sean Comerford. 

In game one, Comerford 
bowled a strike in the last 
frame to score 110. Forgue 
began the final match with 
101. 

In game two, Comerford 
scored 99 for a two-game total 
of 209 to win the August King 
of the Hill. Forgue finished in 
second place and combined 
for 182 during the final. 

Comerford will return 
in September to defend his 
crown at Diamond Junction 
Bowling Lanes. In addition to 
the return of the King of the 
Hill, the fall league season 
also returns in September. 

FAMILY OWNED 
AND OPERATED

While remaining on the cutting edge of 
an ever-changing insurance industry, 
our number one priority is in fulfilling the 
J. Stolar promise of  an “old fashioned” 
commitment to customer service!

Owner - Peter Harper
Call Us For Reliable, Competent, Local Service

413-967-4721

HVAC Service & Installation
A/C Service & Installation

Duct & Dryer Vent Cleaning
Heating System & Furnace Repair

Schedule Your 
A/C System Service Today!

Inc.
HVAC SERVICES – LICENSED & INSURED

Owners – Peter and Suzanne Harper

For All Your Heating and Cooling Needs

Call Us For Reliable, Competent, Local Service

413-967-4721

We’re a full service, family owned business.
We respect the needs of our customers and strive 

to build long lasting relationships.

• Sheet Metal
• Duct Cleaning
• Maintenance

• Inspections
• Installations
• Exhaust Fans

ESTABLISHED

2006

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of Labor Day, there will 
be an EARLY AD, PUBLIC NOTICES 

& CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, Sept. 3
– Thank you!

MONSON – A chicken 
barbecue will take place on 
Saturday, Aug. 29, at Mon-
son-Glendale United Method-
ist Church, 162 Main St.

The event will run from 
4:30-6:30 p.m.

Dine-in or takeout orders 
are available. Quantities are 
limited, so reservations are 

recommended. 
Please call 413-267-5207 

to place your order.  
The meal includes 1/2 

barbecued chicken, baked 
potato, corn on the cob, cole-
slaw, rolls, homemade fruit 
crisp and beverages. 

The price is $20 for 
adults and $15 for children.

Monson-Glendale United 
Methodist Church hosts 
chicken BBQ Aug. 29

Candlepin League News
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It’s all in 
the family

By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer

kflanders@turley.com

PALMER – For a quarter 
of a century, the team at Apol-
lo 1 Restaurant has welcomed 
patrons as members of the 
family.

Celebrating the restau-
rant’s 25th anniversary under 
its current ownership group, 
Vincenzo Montefusco, An-
thony Guimaraes, and the rest 
of their leadership team have 
always enjoyed strong com-
munity support.

And whenever longtime 
customers walk through the 
doors, they immediately feel 
like they’re right at home.

“The community has al-
ways provided for us. We re-
ceive great support year after 
year,” said Guimaraes, who 
grew up locally and saw the 
impacts the restaurant has had 
on Palmer and surrounding 
towns. “Everyone who comes 

here, we consider them to be 
family.”

For the Apollo staff, 
serving the community is 
both a profession and a pas-
sion. The majority of the staff 
has worked at the restaurant 
for a decade or longer.

“It’s a family, for sure. 
Everyone’s been here for a 
long time,” said Brett Dou-
cette, who began working at 
Apollo when he was 14.

Doucette’s uncle also 
works at the restaurant, which 
employs a dedicated mix of 
full-time and part-time staff 
members from several area 
communities.

Specializing in Italian, 
Greek, and American cuisine, 
Apollo offers dine-in and 
takeout options. During the 
challenging pandemic years, 
when many local businesses 
were forced to close down, 
Apollo customers showed 
strong support for the restau-
rant with steady stacks of 
takeout orders.

“We were very busy for 
takeouts during COVID. It 
means a lot to have such great 

support from the community,” 
Guimaraes said.

As the years have rolled 
by, the Apollo team has been 
thrilled to welcome the next 
generation of hungry custom-
ers. Many patrons who were 
children or teenagers when 
they first stepped into the 
restaurant are now bringing 
their own kids to Apollo.

Moreover, countless 
birthday meals, anniversary 
dinners, and other family cel-
ebrations have taken place at 
the restaurant over the years.

For many local families, 
Apollo is a popular destina-
tion to catch up over dinner 
after work and school.

“We get very busy after 
school starts in the fall, and 
we always love meeting new 
families,” Montefusco said.

The restaurant’s hours of 
operation are Sunday through 
Thursday (11 a.m. to 8:30 
p.m.), as well as Friday and 
Saturday (11 a.m. to 9 p.m.). 

Apollo also recently un-
veiled a new drink menu. Pa-
trons now have plenty of ex-
panded options to enjoy.

“We have a lot more 
martinis and mixed drinks,” 
Guimaraes added. “We have 
around 18-20 cocktails now.”

New weekly specials are 
also available.

Additionally, the restau-
rant offers catering services 
for events and parties. Many 
families have been choos-
ing Apollo for years as their 
restaurant for celebrations.

To learn more about 
menu options and services, 
visit www.apollorestaurant1.
com.

The restaurant is located 
at 1581 North Main Street.

PALMER – The Palmer 
High School Reunion Com-
mittee invites the 1976 grad-
uates of Palmer High School 
and Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School to a 50th Anniversa-
ry Reunion Party on Satur-
day, Oct. 17 from 5-10 p.m.  

Faculty is also welcome 

to attend the reunion party.  
Graduates and guests 

are invited to eat, drink and 
be reunited in the outdoor 
venue at Vanished Valley 
Brewing Co., 782 Center 
St., Ludlow.  The cost is $35 
per person, includes enter-
tainment by Kingdom of 
Jones Band and a BBQ style 

buffet with cornbread, sal-
ad, BBQ ribs, BBQ chicken, 
pulled pork, mac n’ cheese, 
rice and beans and coleslaw.

Please RSVP by con-
tacting Sue Warner Prosperi 
at suewpro@gmail.com. 
Registration and payment 
are due no later than Sept. 
30.  

Classes of 1976 plan 
50th reunion on Oct. 17

CELEBRATING

OVER 25 YEARS!
TheDance

FALL CLASSESBEGINSEPT. 14
STUDIO

of Wilbraham

FUN &
AFFORDABLE

DANCE CLASSES
FOR ALL AGES
AND LEVELS

PROFESSIONAL
COLLEGE

EDUCATED
INSTRUCTORS

TEACHERS
SPECIALIZE IN
MAKING EACH

DANCER'S
EXPERIENCE

UNIQUE

LARGE STATE
OF THE ART

DANCE
SPACES AND

WAITING AREA

OPEN HOUSE EVENTSOPEN HOUSE 9/8 6-8PM
EVERY TUESDAY 5-7PM

35 Post Office Park
Wilbraham, MA 01096 413-596-0121 www.thedancestudioma.com

JOIN THE DANCE FAMILY!Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

1504 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
 (413) 283-3511

362 Sewall St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 589-7308

KELLY KELLY && VELÁZQUEZ VELÁZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D., P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELÁZQUEZ, M.D.

DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

Accepting New Patients

Just A Little 
Craft Store

1368 Main St. #2, Palmer
(413) 478-1451

justalittlecraftstore@gmail.com
Thurs. & Fri. 10am-5pm •  Sat. & Sun. 10am-3pm
@justalittlecraftstore •      Just A Little Craft Store

Nick’s Sunday Sauce
—Every Sunday from 12:00-5:00— 

Join us for an abbondanza of Italian
food for only $30 a person

413-283-6140      1366 Main St. Palmer 
Book your reservation today!

Nick’s Sunday Sauce
—Every Sunday from 12:00-5:00— 

Join us for an abbondanza of Italian
food for only $30 a person

413-283-6140      1366 Main St. Palmer 
Book your reservation today!

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

Business

Turley photo by Kevin Flanders

Vincenzo Montefusco, a longtime member of the Apollo 1 Restaurant ownership team, gets ready 
to serve up slices of deliciousness.

Local restaurant reaches major anniversary

In the classroom

PALMER – The 
Palmer High School 
Class of 1966 is plan-
ning a get-together on 
Saturday, Sept. 19, at 2 
p.m. at Teresa’s Restau-
rant, 325 Palmer Road 
in Ware. 

The cost of the meal 
is $34. 

To register, please 
contact dgouvin@ya-
hoo.com or Gail Clark 
at 413-262-9568, by 
Aug. 31.

PHS 
Class 
of 1966 
plans 
reunion

Campus Notes

REGION – Two local residents were 
named to the Dean’s List for the 2026 spring 
semester at Simmons University in Boston.

Palmer’s Giada Brooks joins Isys Patter-
son, of Wales, as Dean’s List qualifiers.

To earn Dean’s List status, undergraduate 
students must obtain a GPA of 3.5 or higher, 
based on 12 or more credit hours of work in 
classes using the letter grade system.

Simmons University students make Dean’s List

Annual Member Picnic
September 19th

11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Work Days
& Kids On Track

Saturday, 
September 12th & 26th 

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Interested in more information
amherstrail.org

Operating Since 1965 

1130 S Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069

(413) 267-4555
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DISCOVER YOUR 
COMMUNITY!

Begin a new journey of happy and healthy living at 
Cedarbrook Village. The care you need for the life you 

deserve – with a plan in place for the future.

CALL 413-758-5377 TO BOOK A TOUR!

ENJOY FABULOUS FRIENDSHIPS.  
PURSUE YOUR PASSIONS. LIVE YOUR BEST LIFE.

INDEPENDENT LIVING ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE

413-758-5377
CedarbrookVillage.com

73 South Street
Ware, MA 01082

young male has blue wing 
feathers and a bright blue tail. 
The female’s primary wing 
feathers are blue, but con-
cealed. The base of her tail is 
blue and the rest bluish gray. 
Spots are still present on back 
and breast. 

Young bluebirds contin-
ue to depend on their parents 
for food until six weeks old. 
Siblings tend to forage nearby 
until they join flocks of young 

birds. Some first brood birds 
even help raise their parents 
next brood if their parents 
have a double brood season.

Between July and Octo-
ber young birds begin to re-
place their juvenile plumage. 
Blue and brick red feathers 
begin to appear. By mid to 
late October all juveniles fin-
ish molting  into their first 
adult plumage. 

Leucistic crow
I met a New Braintree 

resident at the Oakham Post 

Office this week. He said he 
saw a crow with one white 
wing. Leucistic birds are birds 
that have abnormal plumage 
coloration due to a genetic 
mutation that causes a partial 
loss of pigmentation. 

They may have washed 
out feathers or blotches of 
white feathers. While rare, 
they are found in many bird 
species around the world.

Whippoorwills
A Brimfield resident 

emailed, “I thought you’d be 

interested to learn that I still 
have several whippoorwills 
calling at dusk in the lower 
Haynes Hill/Paige Hill area 
of Brimfield.”

She stated, “I’ve only 
lived here four years, but they 
are here every year!. They 
start calling about 8:30 p.m.”

She stated, “My grand-
parents owned a house that 
bordered Reedy Meadow in 
Lynnfield. We heard Whip-
poorwills there. So cool to 
have them calling from my 

front and back yards at the 
same time.”

While on vacation as a 
child on Lake Winnisquam, 
my dad, brother and I would 
hear them calling while fish-
ing for horn pout at night. I 
used to hear them in Oakham, 
but I not heard one in years.

Owls hooting
I do hear barred owls 

hooting back and forth at 
night. Sometimes they are 
quite loud and can be heard 
even with the windows 

closed. 
Juvenile red-tailed hawk
I received an email from 

a reader who saw a juvenile 
red-tailed hawk in her front 
yard. She stated, “It was quite 
beautiful. It had a small ro-
dent for its dinner. It was real-
ly close to my front door, I’ve 
never seen a hawk so close to 
me.” 

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

BIRDS  ❙  from page 4

her a copy of a recipe given 
to me by a dear coworker over 
20 years ago. I am still mak-
ing them.  

I’m not sure who origi-
nally gave Ron the recipe, but 
here it is for anyone wanting 
to use up an abundance of 
cucumbers. I’ve made it with 
full size cukes as well as pick-
lers.  

I would recommend that 
you fill your canning jars, be 
it quart or half gallon, with 
the cucumbers first. They can 
be packed tightly.  

Then, add plain water 
to the jar all the way to the 
rim. Dump the water out into 
a large measuring cup to see 
just how much liquid you 
need.  

Then you can adjust the 
other ingredients to the ra-
tio in the recipe.  I learned 
this trick the hard way after 
wasting ingredients because 
I didn’t need quite a double 
recipe.

Ron’s Pickle Recipe
Ingredients:

14-16 cucumbers
8 teaspoons pickling spice
6 dill tops
6 cloves garlic
2 teaspoons sugar
4 tablespoons Kosher salt
1 cup vinegar
5 cups water
Instructions:
Combine all ingredi-

ents into canning jars. Shake 
and leave on counter for 36 
hours. Refrigerate for two 
days before eating. Will 
keep in the fridge for a few 
months although the flavor 
will intensify with storage.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
UMass. For 34 years she has 
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Garden-
ing Question” in the subject 
line.  

GARDEN  ❙  from page 4

Over the years Dupuis 
and his wife, Diane, would 
join a close knit group of 
friends made up of other 
young families. Amongst the 
members of the group, they 
would compete to see who 
could grow the biggest pump-
kin. 

“We decided we were 
going to have a contest every 
year, on who could grow the 
largest pumpkin, by weight. 
Not by size, but by weight,” 
he said.

These competitions often 
resulted in many shenanigans, 
including breaking into each 
other’s gardens in the dark of 
night, or alarming their pump-
kin patches in order to defend 
against these pumpkin bur-
glaries. 

Then, one year, as Palmer 
began its preparations for the 
1976 Bicentennial Parade, in-
spiration struck.  

“I don’t know who had 
the idea, but we thought we 
should get a big float to be in 
the parade,” Dupuis said.

The 1976 Palmer Bicen-
tennial Parade was a sight 
to behold. With nearly two 
hundred groups, floats, and 
bands registered to march in 
the parade, and an estimated 
60,000 people descending on 
the town to see it, it was easily 
one of the biggest parades in 
Palmer history. 

Those who were able to 
view the Parade in person in 
‘76, or who were able to attend 
either of the two showings 
hosted by the Palmer Public 
Library this summer as a part 
of their Semiquincentenni-
al Shindig may remember a 

certain giant orange float that 
stood apart from the rest. 

Starting four months be-
fore the parade, Dupuis and 
his friends began building a 
wooden frame that resembled 
the ribs of a pumpkin, and cov-
ering it in chicken wire. Every 
weekend, the families would 
gather, cutting thousands of 
feet of orange plastic and sta-
pling them into bundles to be 
attached to the chicken wire. 

“I believe someone made 
a count of 17,000 of those 
inserts in the pumpkin,” said 
Dupuis. 

They worked diligently, 
or even “frantically” as Du-
puis recalled, come rain or 
come shine, to get the float 
together in time. 

“Some weekends were 
frigid cold, some were rainy, 

some were hot, and 
we were there every week-
end,” he said.

It was decided that Du-
puis would ride aboard the 
float, dressed as Linus Van 
Pelt from the ever popular 
“Peanuts” comic strip. To 
complete this “Linus in the 
pumpkin patch” scene, the 
group decorated a lawn mow-
er as Snoopy’s iconic red 
dog house to ride along in 
front, with the beagle himself 
perched on top. 

 “It was a little precar-
ious,” Dupuis remembered. 
“Because every time it hit a 
little bump, it’d sway a little 
bit, and I never knew if I was 
going to get thrown off the 
pumpkin or not.” 

Bumps in the road aside, 
The Order of the Pumpkin’s 
appearance near the tail end 
of the parade made a huge im-

pression on the crowd. 
“It was really quite a 

thing…I mean, we got a lot 
of cheers because it was just 
so different. There was, you 
know, all the people, the Shri-
ners were there and all the 
marching bands and all that, 
but we were the different peo-
ple, and I believe we got some 
kind of original award,” Du-
puis said.

Dupuis described the 
roaring of the crowd as some-
thing that made all the hard 
work of building the pumpkin 
worthwhile. 

“It was just thrilling, real-
ly unbelievable. You just have 
that kind of recognition and 
the work we did and – and just 
the joy of having, you know, 
that – that unified feeling,” he 
said. 

As the pumpkin made its 
way down Main Street, people 

called out to him, adults rec-
ognizing Dupuis from around 
town, as kids recognized his 
costume from their favorite 
comics. The cheers followed 
the float along the parade 
route as he waved and tossed 
candy into the crowd. 

“It’s hard to explain how 
– how fulfilling that was, for 
all that work we have done,  
and just the – the sheer thrill 
of being up on the top of that 
pumpkin,” he said.

Being able to travel only 
at low speeds, and having to 
take off the stem of the pump-
kin in order to fit beneath 
highway overpasses was not 
enough to deter the group’s 
participation in other events. 
The Order of the Pumpkin 
would bring their giant pump-
kin to three more parades that 
summer, in Belchertown, Wil-
braham and Ludlow. 

Getting the chance to see 
the parade again but from a 
new perspective at the Palm-
er Library’s viewing party 50 
years later was a truly over-
whelming experience for Du-
puis. Getting to see his young-
er self, riding along above a 
thundering crowd brought 
back many indescribable feel-
ings.

“It hit your heart, hit your 
soul, and was a day you could 
never forget, ever,” Dupuis 
said.

If you are interested in 
seeing Dupuis and the giant 
pumpkin, along with the rest 
of the bicentennial parade for 
yourself, an hour long video 
of the parade has been made 
available by the Palmer Pub-
lic Library. The video can be 
found at palmerlibrary.org/
palmervoices 

DUPUIS  ❙  from page 1

Bob Dupuis dressed as Linus from “Peanuts”.	
Submitted Photos

Snoopy was also featured on the parade float, sitting atop his 
iconic red doghouse. 



August 27, 2026    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTER PAGE 9

Let’s create the
future we want

When you take the MA Community Health Equity Survey, 
your experiences and ideas help guide decisions about your 
community. The survey is available in 11 languages, easy to 
take, and anonymous.

Take the survey now at mass.gov/HealthSurvey 

This survey is part of the Community Health Equity Initiative 
of the Massachusetts Department of Public Health

Take the survey

CH601-EN 

Starting or Growing a Business?
Whether you’re starting a business, growing

an existing one, or working through a challenge, QVCDC
offers personalized support to help you move forward.

FREE & LOW-COST BUSINESS SUPPORT
1:1 BUSINESS ASSISTANCE

• Loan Readiness • Business Strategy • Marketing
• Sales •  Financial Management

• Financing • Business Plan Writing & Updates • More

WORKSHOPS
• Bookkeeping • QuickBooks • E-commerce • Marketing

• Pricing • Finances • Customer Retention

Practical support. Real business solutions.

QVCDC Business Development Program
Workshops+ 1:1 Assistance
23 West Main Street, Ware
QVCDC.org I 413-497-4409

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

the library to introduce them 
to basic business practices.

“This is a great opportu-
nity for kids to learn how to 
be entrepreneurs,” said Jem-
ma Thompson, of Palmer, 
whose 11-year-old son Law-
rence took part in two classes 
before setting up a stand with 
his friends.

In addition to lemonade, 
Lawrence’s stand focused on 
3D-printed toys as its craft-
ing theme. Several vehicles 
passed the Thorndike Street 
setup with honks of support, 
and the kids were thrilled to 
meet community members.

For Taylor, it’s always 
rewarding to see new families 
getting involved in the tradi-
tion. After assisting with a 
similar event when she lived 
in Nome, Alaska, Taylor 
brought its inspiration 
with her to western Mas-
sachusetts.

And the program was 
an instant success among 
local kids and families.

“What they learn 
here will help them in 
the future. It’s 
been amazing 
to see the 
growth of 
this event,” 
said Taylor, 
who now re-
sides in Palmer.

Once again this year, 
area residents showed strong 
support for the budding en-
trepreneurs. The event also 
included lemonade stands 
set up by kids in surrounding 
communities like Ludlow, 
Springfield, and Ware.

For town officials, it’s 
exciting to see a fun program 
that teaches kids about the 
importance of organization 
and financial literacy.

“Lemonade Day is a tre-
mendous opportunity for our 
young people to learn the fun-
damentals of financial litera-

cy, 
e n -

t r e -
p reneur-

ship, and 
responsibility 

in a fun, hands-on way,” said 
Town Manager Brad Broth-
ers. “Financial literacy is one 
of the most important foun-
dational skills we can teach 
our youth, and this program 
brings those lessons to life.”

Looking ahead, Taylor is 
eager to see the tradition con-
tinue its spread to neighbor-
ing communities.

“We are excited to help 
people who want to bring it 
to their own towns. We have 
the blueprint in place, and we 
hope to see it keep growing,” 
Taylor said.

Town officials thank Tay-
lor for her hard work in sup-
porting the next generation of 
entrepreneurs.

“We are proud to be 
celebrating the third year of 
Lemonade Day in Palmer, 
made possible through the 
dedication of our volunteers 
and community partners, es-
pecially Julia Taylor, whose 
leadership has helped the pro-
gram grow,” Brothers added.

Taylor and her team of 
volunteers appreciate the 
strong support each year from 
residents, town officials, and 
business owners.

“I thank everyone for 
their continued support as we 
grow the Lemonade Day pro-
gram,” Taylor said.

To learn more about 
the tradition, please send an 
email to:  lemonadedaypalm-
er@yahoo.com.

KIDS  ❙  from page 1

Luca Pinstein, 9, pours a fresh 
glass of lemonade.

Local kids get ready for more customers on Thorndike Street. 	 Turley photos by Kevin Flanders

BELCHERTOWN – 
The 32nd annual Zonta Golf 
Tournament will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 12 at Cold 
Spring Country Club, 330 
Chauncey Walker St., to 
help create a brighter future 
for women and girls in the 
community. 

Whether you’re a sea-
soned golfer or just looking 
for a fun day out, everyone 
is welcome. Your support 
directly funds scholar-
ships and grants that em-
power women and girls to 
overcome challenges and 
achieve their full potential. 

Zonta Club of Quabo-
ag Valley is working to end 

child marriage, domestic 
violence, and human traf-
ficking, while also support-
ing climate justice, educa-
tion equality and women in 
decision-making positions.

Tee off will be at 
8:30 a.m. for a day of fun, 
friendly competition and 
making a difference. The 
registration fee of $120 
includes a round of golf, a 
box lunch and the chance to 
win prizes.

Sign up today at zon-
taqv.org/golf or contact 
Mary Knight at 413-323-
4806. Zonta Club also wel-
comes sponsorships from 
local businesses.

Zonta Club hosts golf 
tournament Sept. 12

WARE – The Ware 
Grange Fair will be held on 
Friday, Aug. 28 and Satur-
day, Aug. 29 at the Grange 
Hall on Route 9, 297 
Belchertown Road. 

This year’s fair will fea-
ture a fun dog show, Kids’ 
Corner workshop, chil-
dren’s field events, games, 
raffles, bake sale, live mu-
sic, a barbecue dinner and 
an auction. Exhibits may be 
entered on Thursday, Aug. 
27 from 5-7 p.m. or Friday, 
Aug. 28 from 9-11 a.m. 

The exhibit hall opens 
to the public Friday evening 
from 5-7 p.m., and there 

will be a bake sale, raffles 
and penny sale. The fair 
continues on Saturday with 
exhibit hours from 9 a.m.-
5 p.m., and various events 
throughout the day. 

An auction of fruits, 
vegetables, baked items, 
etc., will begin at 6 p.m. 
Raffle and penny sale win-
ners will be drawn after

A barbecue dinner will 
be held from 4-5:30 p.m.

For more information, 
details on exhibiting, or to 
make reservations for the 
barbecue, call 413-284-
1135 or visit waregrange.
org. 

Ware Grange Fair 
returns on Aug. 28-29

Grange 
hosts BBQ  
on Aug. 29

WARE – The Ware 
Grange is holding a bar-
becue dinner at the annual 
Grange Fair on Saturday, 
Aug. 29 at 4 p.m. 

The menu includes 
pulled pork, chicken, bris-
ket, baked beans, cole-
slaw, cornbread, drink and 
dessert for $25. Eat out-
side under the tent or take 
your meal to go.

Reservations are re-
quired. Please call 413-
284-1135 or email ware-
grange164@gmail.com 
to make your reservations 
for the barbecue. 
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1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

lacucinahampden.com
Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm

OUR PATIO IS NOW OPEN!

BOOK YOUR NEXT FUNCTION WITH US!
Showers, Christenings, Funerals,

Rehearsal Dinners, Weddings, etc.

See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu

LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS BAR OPEN LATE!

Weather 
Permitting

For More Information
Contact Lori Atkinson at 413-566-8324

or by email at lacucinagreenhouse@gmail.com

LET’S GO OUT!LET’S GO OUT!
Your Local Favorite Restaurants

2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20), Wilbraham, MA

413.279.2020
route20barandgrille.com

SERVING: TUES. & WED. 4-9PM • THURS. 11:30AM-9PM
FRI. & SAT. 11:30AM-9:30PM • SUN. 10:30AM-8PM

WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED FOR PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

LIVE 
MUSIC!

Thursday 
8/27
Al

McCormack

Friday 
8/28
New 

Fallen Day

Saturday 
8/29
Lisa 

Martins

SUNDAY 
BRUNCH
10:30AM-2:30PM!
(PLUS OUR REGULAR MENU 

UNTIL 8PM)

LUNCH
SERVED
THURS-SAT 11:30AM 

& SUN 10:30AM

HAPPY 
HOUR
THURSDAYS 
4-7:30PM!
SPECIALLY PRICED 

APPS & LIVE MUSIC

JOIN US ON OUR DECK
WE SAVED A SEAT FOR YOU!

WEDNESDAY
LOBSTER LOBSTER 

CLAMBAKECLAMBAKE
$32

TUESDAY
NIGHT

$18 PRIME RIB 
DINE IN ONLY

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

SUNDAY NIGHT
$20 STEAK 
N’ BREW

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A “DINE TO DONATE” FUNDRAISER BENEFITTING 
FRIENDS OF WILBRAHAM SENIORS, INC. WEDNESDAY, SEPT 16TH 4-9PM

9 Allen St., • Hampden Mini Mall • Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015
                                  | www.giospizzeria.comOpen Wed.-Sun.

Closed Mon. & Tues.

P
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 ,
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A
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S

EST. 2011

PIZZERIA & LOUNGE
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A
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S

EST. 2011

PIZZERIA & LOUNGE

SAVE TIME 
& MONEY!
ORDER ONLINE!

Visit our website to enroll in our 
NEW CUSTOMER 

LOYALTY REWARDS PROGRAM!

WE ARE MORE 
THAN JUST 

A PIZZA SHOP! 
• GOURMET PIZZAS 
• WINGS • PASTA

• GIANT CALZONES 
• DINNERS

• GRINDERS & WRAPS 
• SEAFOOD • CALAMARI

• CLAM STRIPS

Advertise Your Local Restaurant or Pub Here!
Email: jconrad@turley.com

received an email about try-
outs,” said Committee Chair 
Alison Morgan. “If anyone 
was still interested in signing 
up and you missed it, you can 
still sign up. Just reach out to 
Assistant Principal Zurawa-
ka.”

Grant awards
The topic then turned to 

the amount of money in grants 
that the district has been 
awarded over the summer.

“It’s been a good sum-
mer,” Foster said. “We’re over 
$400,000 in grants we’ve been 
awarded so far this summer.”

At the committee’s July 
22 meeting, Foster had an-
nounced that the school had 

been awarded a $70,000 grant 
to support engineering path-
ways, which is being used to 
purchase a Computer Numer-
ical Control machine for cut-
ting and carving materials. In 
Wednesday’s meeting, Foster 
announced that the town had 
recently been informed that it 
was awarded another $75,000 
grant to support innovation 
pathways.

“That is going to sup-
port the engineering, medical 
assisting, and our workplace 
learning,” Foster said. “And 
it’s also going to support our 
early college pathways, so 
we’re excited for that.”

Foster said that he would 
make a detailed presentation 
on the grant at the commit-
tee’s next meeting, in Sep-

tember. The meeting would 
then involve a presentation on 
grants that amounted to about 
$260,000 to support the im-
plementation of the new liter-
acy curriculum.

ESY program
Foster then went on to 

describe the Extended School 
Year Program, which provides 
services to students with dis-
abilities who benefit from ad-
ditional learning time in the 
summer. 

He said 51 students at-
tended this summer, with 34 
of them attending Monday 
through Thursday, 10 who 
attended for periodic tutor-
ing, and seven who received 
speech services. 

Foster thanked Director 
of Special Education Colette 

Bidus and the special educa-
tion team.

“I visited the program a 
couple times this summer,” 
Foster said. “In some ways 
it’s a smaller setting in the 
summer, so there’s a chance 
for some of our kids to be in 
smaller ratio settings with 
their teachers and move their 
learning forward.”

Extended 
school day program
The last of Foster’s up-

dates was relating to the dis-
trict’s Extended Program, 
which offers before- and af-
ter-school services to students. 
Foster described enrollment 
for the program as “robust.”

“I do want to say thank 
you to Teresa Galarno, who 
runs that program for us, and 

she just does a phenomenal 
job, so I want to acknowledge 
her,” Foster said.

Foster announced that en-
rollment for both morning and 
afternoon services has been 
closed, as they had filled up.

“We do have the option, 
over time, if there are enough 
kids on the waitlist, to add 
staffing to that program,” Fos-
ter said.

The superintendent add-
ed that because the fees for 
the program cover the costs, 
the program has remained 
cost-neutral and does not 
cost the district any operating 
funds.

“So we would need to 
have enough of a waitlist to 
be able to cover another staff,” 
Morgan added.

Summer Eats 
program

Foster also praised Sum-
mer Eats for serving 3,537 
meals over a period of 25 
days.

“I want to say thank you 
to Director Blanchard and the 
whole foods service staff,” 
Foster said. “That’s an awe-
some service provided to our 
community.”

Subcommittees
Committee member 

Jamie Murphy also report-
ed on the work of the policy 
subcommittee. Murphy said 
that she, Committee member 
Karen Nothe-Valley and Fos-
ter reviewed several policies, 
which will be discussed at the 
committee’s next meeting in 
September.

SCHOOL  ❙  from page 1
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Boys take silver in 
2026 Bay State Games

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FITCHBURG – A year 
ago, Chicopee’s Griffen Wris-
ley and Minnechaug’s Tyler 
Supczak were starters for the 
West soccer team which cap-
tured the Gold medal at the 
annual Bay State Summer 
games.

The duo were the only re-
turning starters on this year’s 
West squad.

The West team took 
home the Silver medal at the 
Bay State Summer Games 
following a 2-1 loss to Cen-
tral in this year’s Gold medal 
match, which took place at 
the Game On Sports and Per-
formance Center in Fitchburg 
on July 11.

“I was lucky enough 

to be a member of the Gold 
medal team last year,” Wris-
ley said. “We have a bunch 
of new players on this year’s 
team and were hoping to win 
the Gold Medal again. It’s a 
lot of fun being a leader of 
this team.”

The other members of 
the West team, who live in 
the Turley Publications cov-
erage area, are John Carra 
(Agawam), Zacharia Yarovoy 
(Chicopee), Antonio Maurico 
(Chicopee), Aidan Monaghan 
(Agawam), Kayson Gauthi-
er (South Hadley), Spencer 
Parsons (South Hadley), and 
Braeden Fitzgerald (Aga-
wam).

The West team finished 
pool play with a perfect 4-0 
record.

They posted a pair 

of one sided matches 
against Northeast 6-2, 
and Southeast, 
8-0. They also 
pulled out two 
matches by 
2-1 results 
against Cen-
tral and Met-
ro.

“ C e n -
tral was the 
best team we 
played in pool 
play,” Wrisley 
said. “I scored 
a goal and had 
an assist in that 
game.”

The West team was 
coached by Josh Wiete-

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FITCHBUR – While the 
other sections of the state 
only had one girls’ soccer 
team competing in this year’s 
Bay State Summer Games, 
Western Mass. was repre-
sented by two teams for the 
first time.

The West Red team was 
coached by Matt Mosher, 
while Eric Woods guided the 
West Yellow team. 

The two squads faced 
each other in the final pool 
game on July 11 at the Game 
On Sports and Performance 
Center in Fitchburg.

After building a 3-0 
lead, the Red team withstood 
a late comeback by the Yel-
low team for a 3-2 victory.

“We had more than 40 
girls’ try out for the two soc-
cer teams, which shows how 
popular the sport is in West-
ern Mass.,” said Mosher. 
“Eric and I have a very good 
relationship. We try our best 
to make the teams equal. It’s 
has been a lot of fun coach-
ing this team.” 

It was the sixth con-
secutive year that Mosher 
coached a Western Mass. 
girls’ soccer team at the Bay 
State Summers Games. His 
previous teams won two Sil-
ver Medals and three Bronze 
Medals.

Mosher was assisted by 
Laura Wray-Ramos, who’s 
the longtime girls’ varsi-
ty soccer coach at Agawam 
High School.

The members of the 
Red team, who live in the 
region, are Filomena Stella-
to (Agawam), Hannah Hae-
saert (South Hadley), Kyra 

Above, Kalli White, of Gran-
by, is pressured as she heads 
through the middle of the field. 
Left, Aaliyah Hall, of South Had-
ley, chases after a loose ball.

Margaret Healey, of Granby, looks to 
get around an opponent.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Kaileena Smith, of Granby, advances 
up the field.

Linus Dandurand attempts to make a stop.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Above, Lucas Cruz hustles past mid-field. Right, Spencer Par-
sons, of South Hadley, eyes an 

open teammate.

Kayson Gauthier, of South Hadley, looks to make a free kick.
Tyler Supczak, of Wilbraham, 
makes the easy trap.

Andrew Dziadroz 
makes a play on 
the ball.

Aidan 
Monaghan, 

of Agawam, 
tries to play 

the ball off his 
chest.

Above, Taylor Bartosz, of Wilbraham, looks to clear the ball on defense. 
Left, Kelsey Morrissette, of Chicopee, starts her way up the field.

Girls represented by two squads at Bay 
State Games

BOYS   ❙   page 12

GIRLS   ❙   page 12
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Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

The Orioles are the 2026 Valley Wheel Over-28 Baseball League champions.

The Angels’ Tom Cygan 
swings and connect.

Pete Paroli makes a swing.

acebook.com/turleysports@turleysports www.turleysports.com

Athlete of the Week

Superior Value at

Crimmins - Graveline Insurance

1010 Thorndike St., Palmer
413-283-8378

www.cgins.com

Visit our new location at 
1010 Thorndike Street, Palmer

handicap accessible and plenty of parking

“We shop local 
and hope 

you do too!”

Friendly, Dependable Service
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erinsuOv
derinUn

 

 

  

 

ed?ur
ed?nsur

 

 

  

 

NoJust 
Given the skyrocketing cost of construction material, the cost t
would be significantly higher today than it was in the past.
At Crimmins-Graveline Insurance, a team member visits
each property and evaluates your current insurance needs 
before making an offer to insure.

 

 

  

 

representingrepresenting

e? Surt ot
to rebuild your home 

etails.

proudly
 

 

  

 

OWHOMET
INSURANCE CENTER

OWNWN
TIONS:ATOCTER LOUR SIS

STURBRIDGE, MA

ay 8:3dariFrdanoMoM day F d
413-283

lmal, Pina1382 M

Contact Crimmins-Graveline today to get de
Crimmins-Graveline Insurance is currently processing 
50+ registration transactions per week. In spite of the recent 
RMV complications, Crimmins-Graveline Insurance has 
figured out the way to service customers in a timely fashion.

• Bundle with MAPFRE and you could save up to 
22% on Home and up to 33% on Auto

• MAPFRE Loyalty Discount can save 
you up to 10% on your auto insurance,
just by having AAA!

• Mowimy po polsku 
(Dudley & Palmer)

• Free notary public service

a
A

HOMET

 

 

  

 

m m-5:00p30a
3-8378

A 01069, Mr,er

 

 

  

 

, MAY,DUDLEY
ay 8:3dariFrdanoMoM day-F d

Contact Hometown Insurance Center today to get details.

Hometown Insurance Center,

Hometown Insurance Center,

Hometown Insurance Center,

590 Main St.  Sturbridge, MA  01566

508-347-9394

FULL RMV SERVICE

CONGRATULATIONS ATHLETE!

Business Hours
 Monday - Saturday 10 AM – 8 PM

Sunday 10 AM – 7 PM

LOCAL OWNERSHIP MICHAEL HAR-
RIS

VETERAN OWNED BUSINESS

We Offer A 
Huge Variety To Choose From

Stop In Today!

Please Consume Responsibly

Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. For use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of the reach of children.
 This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose 
potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, 

coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of edible marijuana may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA.

Edibles  •  Tinctures  •  Vapes
Flower  •  Topicals  •  Concentrates

Canna Retreat was founded from a personal 
story of resilience. Created by an Army veteran 
who discovered comfort from using cannabis 
during his darkest days, our mission extends 

beyond selling products. 

After the devastating loss of 
his son, a Marine veteran, the 
owner of Canna Retreat dealt 
with sleepless nights and 
horrible grief. This personal 
experience ignited a passion 
to create Canna Retreat, a 
dispensary that stands as a 
sanctuary for the everyday 
person as well as supporting 
the veteran community.

Visit today and vacation at 
home!

Mike Harris, Proprietor

1240 Park Street, 
Palmer MA 01069
CannaRetreat.com
413-289-6079

Lippmann (Holyoke), Ga-
briella Ramos (Agawam), 
Riley Platt (South Hadley), 
Audrey Afonso (Ludlow), 
Olivia Izzo (Agawam), 
Bridget Benoit (Belcher-
town), and Bri-Anne Kraus 
(Granby).

“All of the players on 
my soccer team have been 
playing with and against 
each other for years,” Mosh-
er said. “They know each 
other very well.”

After finishing pool 
play at 2-1-1, the Red team 
surged to a 3-0 win over 
Northeast in the Gold med-
al game. It marked the first 
time that a West girls soccer 
team won the Gold medal at 
the Bay State Games since 
2016.

“It’s very exciting be-
ing a member of this soc-
cer team,” Haesaert said. 
“There are a lot talented 
soccer players in the west.”

The Red team began 
pool play with a 2-1 loss to 
Northeast. The following 

day, they tied Central, 1-1, 
before celebrating a 3-0 
shutout win against South-
east/Coastal. 

During the past cou-
ple of years, Woods, who 
coaches the girls’ soccer 
team at the MacDuffie 
School in Granby, coached 
the Central/West team at 
the Bay State Games. His 
team won the Gold medal 
in 2024. 

“The Central team had 
a mixture of players from 
Central and Western Mass. 
during the past couple of 
years,” Woods said. “It’s 
nice to coach a team with 
only players from the West. 
Soccer is a very popular 
sport in Western Mass.”   

The Yellow team lost to 
Central, 5-0, in the Bronze 
medal game.  

The members of the 
Yellow team, who attend a 
high school in the region, 
are Taylor Bartosz (Min-
nechaug Reg.), Kelsey Mor-
risette (Chicopee Comp), 
Grace Sherman (South Had-
ley), Sofia Marsh (Granby), 

Cecelia Litz (Agawam), 
Kalli White (Granby), Mar-
garet Healey (Granby), 
Grace Curto (Agawam), 
Mackenzie Lynch (Aga-
wam), Sydney Germain 
(Chicopee), Cayla Ribeiro 
(Chicopee), Eleanor Sz-
losek (Granby), and Jordyn 
Szado (Monson).

The Yellow team (0-
3-1) began pool play with 
a pair of 4-1 losses to both 
Central and Northeast. They 
managed to tie Southeast/ 
Coastal, 1-1 the following 
afternoon.

In the West vs. West 
match-up, Healey scored a 
penalty kick goal and added 
a corner kick goal.

“It was really a lot fun 
playing in the Bay State 
games for the first time,” 
said Healey, who’s a ris-
ing sophomore. “I enjoyed 
competing against the other 
players from the West.” 

It was an enjoyable 
three days in Northern 
Worcester County for the 
two girls’ soccer teams from 
Western Massachusetts. 

cha, who’s the boys’ varsity 
soccer coach at Hampshire 
Regional. He graduated from 
Chicopee Comp in 2021 and 
helped the West team win the 
Gold medal at the 2019 Bay 
State Games. 

Wietecha enjoyed coach-
ing Wrisley at this year’s Bay 
State Games.

“Griffen is one of the 
best soccer players that I’ve 
coached,” Wietecha said. 
“He’s an outstanding forward 
and takes control of every 
game.”

This fall, Wrisley will be 
one of the few returning play-

ers on the Chicopee Pacers 
varsity team.

“We graduated twelve 
players from last year’s var-
sity team,” Wrisley said. “We 
only have a couple of varsity 
players returning.”     

Wrisley never thought 
about transferring to a differ-
ent high school.

“Chicopee High School 
is a very special place for 
me and my family,” Wrisley 
added. “We won the Western 
Mass. title for the first time in 
43 years last year. It was very 
special.”

Wrisley is the All-Time 
leading goal scorer for the 
Pacers boys’ soccer team. He 
needs only three more goals 

to reach the 100 goal mile-
stone. He currently has 116 
career points. 

Hugo Destapado, who 
coached the West team at the 
Bay State Summer games last 
year, is returning as the Pacers 
varsity boys’ soccer coach.

“I would’n’t be a success-
ful soccer player without the 
help of my coaches,” Wrisley 
said. “I’m looking to playing 
soccer for one final season at 
Chicopee High School. 

The Pacers are sched-
uled to host Northampton in 
the season opener on Labor 
Day. They’re also scheduled 
to play another match against 
Frontier Regional at historic 
Szot Park two nights later.

Joey DeMichele
St. Joe’s

DeMichele was involved in a huge game three 
for St. Joe’s in the Tri-County Baseball League 
championship series.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli 
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to 
gscibelli@turley.com.

Andy Roland fires a 
pitch for the Angels.

Orioles repeat as Valley Wheel Orioles repeat as Valley Wheel 
championschampions

WILBRAHAM – On Sat-
urday, Aug. 15 at Spec Pond 
in Wilbraham, the Orioles de-
feated the Angels 15-8 in the 
championship game. The Ori-
oles were propelled by nine 
runs in the first two innings. 
While the Angels would man-
age some offense later in the 
game, it was not enough to 
come all the way back in the 
matchup. The Angels were 
this year’s pennant winners, 
taking first place with an 11-4 
record. The Orioles won the 
championship for the second 
year in the row. They defeated 
the Twins in last year’s cham-
pionship game.

Sam Maxwell 
makes a 
backhand play.

Nobody dreams
of having

multiple sclerosis
Some dreams are universal: 
hitting a ball over the Green 
Monster; winning the World 
Series with a grand slam in 
the bottom of the ninth inning. 
Finding out you have have MS 
is not one of them.

M u l t i p l e  s c l e r o s i s  i s  a 
devastating disease of the 
c e n t r a l  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m 
where the body’s immune 
system attacks the insulation 
surrounding the nerves. It 
strikes adults in the prime of 
life - and changes lives forever.

To  he lp  make  the  d ream 
o f  end ing  MS come t rue, 
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us 
online at nationalmsscociety.org.

BOYS  ❙  from page 11

GIRLS  ❙  from page 11
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Come and visit us  www.guzikmotors.com
NO MISLEADING ADS...NO GIMMICKS...NO EXTRA FEES...THE LOWEST INTEREST RATES...FREE LOANER CARS

EAST MAIN STREET, 
RTES. 9 & 32, WARE

Just Over the West Brookfield Line 
(413) 967-4210 • 800-793-2078

www.guzikmotors.com

Enjoy discounted prices on these beautiful 
pre-owned Jeep Wranglers just in time for the summer heat!

Used 2022 Jeep Gladiator 
MojaveStock #7565UJG

VIN: 1C6JJTEG1NL177565  •  MILEAGE: 11,004

$38,995

Used 2021 Volkswagen Jetta 
R-LineStock #7738UVW

VIN: 3VWC57BU3MM087738  •  MILEAGE: 43,431

$18,995

95 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082
413-277-0364  |  dioguardijewelers.com

Don’t pay delivery $$$
Invest in Precious Metals Today

WE BUY 
JEWELRY & 
PRECIOUS
METALS

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

Teddy Bear Pools takes playoff title in Tri-County
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

THORNDIKE – For the 
first time since 2012, the Tri-
County League champion-
ship title belongs to a baseball 
team other than PeoplesBank.

The third-seeded Teddy 
Bear Pools & Spas ended the 
secondseeded PeoplesBank 
twelve year dynasty after 
sweeping the best of three 
semifinal series. Teddy Bear 
then captured the champion-
ship trophy for the first time 
since the 1980’s with an 8-4 
victory over the top-seed-
ed St. Joseph’s Saints in last 
Sunday’s night decisive game 
three held at St. Joe’s Park in 
Thorndike.

“Before the start of the 
regular season, I thought we 
had the most talented team 
in this league,” said Teddy 
Bear player/manager Ryan 
Magni. “We have a couple of 
outstanding college baseball 
players on our roster, which 
made the biggest difference. 
It does feel great to win the 
championship title, but I do 
have a lot of respect for St. 
Joe’s.”

Ryan Magni played for 
St. Joe’s for eight years be-
fore switching sides a couple 
of years ago. His younger 
brother, Brandon, was the St. 
Joe’s starting first baseman in 
game three.

Ryan Magni started the 
game in centerfield before re-
placing righthander Brendan 
Fournier on the mound in the 
bottom of the seventh inning.

St. Joe’s scored two runs 
against the righthander in 
their final at-bats. The game 
came to an end when Brandon 
Magni hit a ground ball to the 
second baseman against his 
older brother.

“I’ve faced my brother 
many times over the years,” 
Ryan Magni said. “I didn’t 
have my best stuff tonight, 
but I didn’t make it very easy 
for him.”

St. Joe’s, who lost to 
Peoplesbank in last year’s 
championship series, was 
looking to win the TCL title 
for the first time since 2006.

“They just capitalized 
on our mistakes in tonight’s 
game,” said St. Joe’s manager 
Paul Marcinek. “It would’ve 
been nice if we could’ve 
scored a few more runs. We 
did win the regular season 
championship with a 16-4 re-
cord, and we have nothing to 
be disappointed about.”

Marcinek was assisted 
by Brian Hayes this season.

With one-out in the top 

of the first inning, Teddy 
Bear had runners on first and 
third when right fielder Wil-
lie Landman hit a ground ball 
up the middle. St Joe’s short-
stop Jacob Hayes made an 
outstanding diving stop be-
fore tagging second base and 
throwing a strike to Magni 
completing the inning ending 
double play.    

Jacob Hayes, who’s a 
member of the UMass Dart-
mouth baseball team along 
with his brother Jackson, 
belted a double to right cen-
ter leading off the bottom half 
of the opening frame. Bran-
don Magni followed with a 
groundball single into left 
field putting runners at the 
corners. St. Joe’s took a 1-0 
lead when centerfielder Pat 
Fitzgibbons hit a blooper just 
out of the second baseman’s 
reach which scored Hayes. 
Magni also crossed the plate 
following a throwing error by 
the catcher.

Fournier, who graduated 
from Chicopee High School 
in 2017, retired 17 of the fi-
nal 18 St. Joe’s batters that 
he faced. St. Joe’s only base 
runner during that stretch was 
Fitzgibbons, who hit a triple 
to right field with one-out in 
the sixth inning.

“I struggled in the first 
inning, but I started throw-
ing more off speed pitches 
that kept them off balance. 
My teammates also made 
the plays behind me,” said 
Fournier, who was the win-
ning pitcher. “I’ve been play-
ing in this league for almost 
ten years, and it feels great to 
finally win a championship.” 

Teddy Bear cut the defi-
cit in half against righty Jack 
Feltovic in the third inning.

With one-out, catcher 
Mike Toth, who graduated 
from Granby High School, 
was hit-by-a-pitch. Second 
baseman Ramon Jimenez sin-
gled to right field putting run-

ners at first and third. Then 
Landman hit a sacrifice fly to 
right.

Jimenez graduated from 
Chicopee High School be-
fore playing Division 1 col-

lege baseball at Boston Col-
lege and Central Connecticut. 
He was intentionally walked 
in his other three plate ap-
pearances.

The visiting team took 
the lead for the first time two 

innings later.
Ryan Magni and Jimenez 

reached base via walks, 
which was sandwiched be-
tween a Mike Toth flyball 
single, which loaded the bas-
es with one out. Left fielder 
Josh Frometa (2-for-3) blast-
ed a triple to center giving his 
team a 4-2 lead.

“The bases were loaded 
and I was looking for a pitch 
to drive,” said Frometa, who 
played baseball at Chicop-
ee High and A.I.C. “It was a 
huge hit at that point of the 
game, and it feels great to win 
the championship title.”

After scoring an un-
earned run in the sixth, Ted-
dy Bear scored three more 
runs in the top of the sev-
enth against lefthander relief 
pitcher Jackson Hayes. The 
key hit during that frame was 
a bases loaded double by first 
baseman Will Kennedy, who 
played for St. Joe’s several 
years ago. 

Teddy Bear entered the 
bottom of the seventh inning 
holding an 8-2 advantage.   

St. Joe’s DH Adam Zebi-
an drew a walk against Ryan 
Magni leading off the final 
frame. Zebian was replaced 
at first base by pinch runner 
Adam Przybycien. Left field-
er Ryan O’Leary followed 
with a triple to center scoring 
Przybycien. O’Leary scored 
on an infield hit by catcher 
Nate Carillon, who graduat-
ed from South Hadley High 
School.

Ryan Magni settled 
down and got out of the jam 
by retiring the next three bat-
ters, including his younger 
brother.

Teddy Bear Pools & 
Spas will be looking to de-
fend their championship title 
in the summer of 2027, but 
challengers like St. Joe’s and 
People’sBank will be looking 
to knock them off the top of 
the mountain.  

Alex Gochinski takes a swing.

Nate Carrill makes a throw down to second.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Above, Teddy Bear Pools becomes the first new playoff champions in more than a 
decade. Top left, Joey DeMichele makes a play for St. Joe’s. Left, Brendan Fournier 

fires a pitch home.

Matt Drobiak slides safely 
back to first.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333
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WARE – The next 
Kids’ Corner workshop at 
Ware Grange will be the 
“Enchanted Forest Nature 
Party” and will take place 
during the Grange Fair on 
Saturday, Aug. 29 at 10 a.m. 
at the Grange Hall at 297 
Belchertown Road. 

Kids’ Corner work-
shops are led by preschool 
teacher, Jen McNally, and 
teach children about nature 
and the environment through 
stories, songs and fun ac-
tivities. This workshop will 
explore the great outdoors 
in conjunction with the Ware 

Grange Fair. 
Children will take a 

guided nature walk to learn 
about the outdoor world and 
look for natural items to use 
in making crafts. 

Visit Ware Grange on 
Facebook or at waregrange.
org for more information.  

Kids’ Corner offers workshop 
exploring nature on Aug. 29

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

www.penningtonpaintingco.net • 413-813-7328
Dustin Pennington

We are 
ready 
for your 
home and 
commercial 
interior needs
from touch 
ups to 
full painting 
renovations!

Dustin Pennington, Owner, Micah Hinckley, Co-Owner Dustin Pennington, Owner, Micah Hinckley, Co-Owner 
in front of their latest painting project at Workshop 13 in Ware.in front of their latest painting project at Workshop 13 in Ware.

Start your exterior projects today!

Low cost 
tutoring & 
scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at the 
Palmer Public Library, 
here to help you meet 
your educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: director@topfloorlearning.orgemail: director@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, HiSET 

English, Writing & Math
Computer/Tech

• Basic Computer Use
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTORING
AVAILABLE
Meet Your Professional & 

Educational Goals

COMPUTER SECURITY
Need a secure password?

Been Phished? Fake emails?
Social Engineering - How to avoid!

What to do when you’re hacked
June 17 at 1 p.m.  $20 

Top Floor Learning Computer Lab

Starting April 8, tutors will be available 
from 1:30 to 6:30 pm on Wednesdays

‘70s  Polish-American  grade 
school.

The author of several 
fiction and nonfiction books, 
Strempek  Shea was inspired 
to write her memoir by a vis-
it with an old friend. Their 
conversation about memories 
from childhood helped start 
her down the path that would 
eventually culminate with the 
publication of “Compositions.”

“On a Sunday five years 
ago, I visited Robbie DuComb, 
of Monson, with whom I’ve 
been friends since first grade,” 
the author said. “As I was leav-
ing for home, I suddenly asked 
her if she remembered the lit-
tle expanding cups we used to 
keep in our pockets as kids. I 
went home and wrote about the 
red plastic one I had in the first 
grade.”

Added Strempek  Shea, 
“Over time, what I wrote that 
day became the first chapter 
of the book, a scene from first 
grade when I’m standing in 
line for the bubbler – which 
was the nuns’ word for the wa-
ter fountain – and I kept writing 
about all the other new words 
I learned in that first year, and 
then I just kept writing.”

As Strempek Shea delved 
deeper into her early educa-
tional years, she was able to 
rediscover several additional 
memories.

“Our minds can be amaz-
ing, and once I started tapping 
into those years, so much came 
back,” she told The Journal 
Register. “I could see my class-
mates and myself in line for 
recess, or jumping to our feet 
when Father Pastor entered the 
classroom, or processing into a 
dark church on freezing Christ-
mas Eves for Midnight Mass. 
I have a pretty good memory, 
and it was fun to give myself 
an assignment to think about 
our uniforms – or how in third 

grade we did little 
else but study for 
First Holy Commu-
nion – and see how 
much I could recall.” 

Written in the 
author’s point of 
view from her first 
eight years of school, the  hu-
morous and poignant essays in 
“Compositions” bring readers 
along for a fascinating journey 
back into the classrooms and 
halls of her youth.

Along the way, readers 
will enjoy plenty of interesting 
glimpses of the school’s staff 
and daily rituals. These include 
nuns  who  sang folk songs 
beneath a tree,  danced  the 
hula,  and  occasionally hurled 
textbooks.

The memoir was pub-
lished by PAHA Books, an 
imprint of the Polish Amer-
ican Historical Association. 
PAHA has supported Strem-
pek  Shea’s writing since her 
first book, “Selling the Lite of 
Heaven”, back in 1994.

This fall, the author will 
take part in several book sign-
ings and discussions. But none 
will likely be as memorable as 
her Sept. 1 book launch.

“I’m excited to launch this 
book in the town where it’s set 
– and it’s set there because I am 
set here,” said Strempek Shea, 
who grew up in Three Rivers. 
“‘Compositions’ includes a 
section about how my mom 
once drove the Palmer Public 
Library’s bookmobile, another 
reason for the library to be the 
perfect place to get this book 
out to readers for the first time.”

During the launch event, 
Strempek  Shea will give a 
short talk, offer a reading, and 

take questions from guests. 
The program will also in-

clude a special opportunity for 
attendees to help give back to 
their community.

“At each event I do, I’ll 
be collecting non-perishable 
items for a local food pantry,” 
said Strempek  Shea. “As the 
grandchild of immigrants, I 
want to help a local agency that 
helps others who might need a 
leg up, including immigrants, 
and any folks having a tough 
time right now. The items col-
lected on Sept. 1 will go half to 
Food Share of Palmer and half 
to the Palmer Public Library’s 
grocery shelf.”

Additional books written 
by Strempek Shea include fic-
tion titles like “Selling the Lite 
of Heaven”, “Hoopi Shoopi 
Donna”, “Lily of the Valley”, 
“Around Again”, “Becoming 
Finola” and “Make a Wish But 
Not for Money”.

The author has also pub-
lished several nonfiction works 
and an anthology.

For her current project, 
working closely with Holyoke 
author Anne Pinkerton, Strem-
pek  Shea is editing a book 
featuring contributions from 
dozens of other authors. She is 
also finishing a book of essays 
on dementia.

To learn more about the 
author and her books, visit 
www.suzannestrempekshea.
org. 

AUTHOR  ❙  from page 1

Suzanne 
Strempek Shea 

WARE – The Ware 
Grange Fair program books 
are now available online at 
waregrange.org.

Program books are also 
available by mail by calling 
413-284-1135 or emailing 

waregrange164@gmail.com.
Plan your exhibits by 

checking out the categories 
of exhibits in the fair program 
book. Exhibitors may enter in 
a variety of categories includ-
ing vegetables, fruits, eggs, 

cut flowers, baked goods, fan-
cywork, arts and crafts and 
photography. 

The Ware Grange Fair 
will be held Aug. 28 -29. See 
the Ware Grange website for 
schedule and details. 

Ware Grange Fair program books available
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Obituary
DEATH NOTICE
Margaret Harrison
Died Aug. 22, 2026
Services Sept. 3 at 10 a.m.
Saint Christopher Parish, 
Brimfield

1943 - 2026
MONSON – Mary Mar-

garet (Peg) Harrison, 83, died 
peacefully surrounded by her 
loving family on Aug. 22, 
2026.  Born in Buffalo, New 
York to Margaret M. (Roach) 
and Orrin J. Haettich, Peg was 
the oldest of four daughters.  
She graduated from Bish-
op Quigley High School and 
Springfield Technical Commu-
nity College, earning degrees 
in Respiratory Therapy and 
Nursing.  She married Edward 
Harrison and moved to Mon-
son, MA, where she raised her 
family and became actively in-
volved in the community. 

Peg was first and foremost 
a mother and grandmother.  
She deeply loved and cherished 
her family, a family defined 
not only by blood and mar-

riage, but also the 
many people she 
welcomed into her 
heart.  Her bound-
less generosity and 
instinct to care for 
others flowed into 
every part of her 
life.  She gave free-
ly and selflessly to 
so many, often put-
ting others’ needs 
before her own.

Peg served on the Parks 
and Recreation Committee 
and the Board of Health,   de-
livered Meals on Wheels, and 
belonged to the Democratic 
Town Committee.  She spent 
many years as a Registered 
Nurse at Monson Develop-
mental Center, bringing kind-
ness and compassion to those 
in her care, and forging endur-
ing friendships.  Later in life, 

she found another 
meaningful way to 
serve her communi-
ty through her work 
at the Monson Se-
nior Center.

Peg was an avid 
reader and armchair 
bird watcher who 
took great pleasure 
in sipping a glass of 
Black Box Merlot 

while scratching a lottery tick-
et or picking a pony in a race at 
Saratoga.  She was a convert to 
online shopping as yet another 
means to spoil her grandchil-
dren and others.

Peg’s Catholic faith was 
an integral part of her identity 
and woven through the fabric 
of her daily life.  It brought her 
comfort, guidance, and a sense 
of belonging to her spiritual 
community.

After residing in Holland 
for a short time, Peg returned to 
Monson.  Living independently 
in her beloved adopted home-
town brought her great joy.  
She renewed connections with 
old friends and welcomed new 
ones.  Peg was a homebody at 
heart, but her love for Buffa-
lo and the family she grew up 
with never faded, and this sum-
mer, once again, she traveled to 
Buffalo for her family reunion.  
She also joined her children at 
their annual vacation on Cape 
Cod.  Peg’s home was always 
with the family she loved so 
much. 

Peg will be lovingly re-
membered and profoundly 
missed by her daughters, Cher-
yl, Heather, Holly, Melissa, 
and Rebecca; her sons-in-law, 
Bill, Jon, Rob, Patrick, and 
Alan; her grandchildren, Pat-

rick and Kerry, Benji and Joe, 
Jeremy, Charlotte, Britt, Hunt-
er, Michele, Reece, Connor, 
Garrett, Alessandra, and Juli-
anna; her great grandchildren, 
Lyla, Brooks, and Brooke; her 
sister, Michele; her sister-in-
law, Susan; her brothers-in-
law, Bill and Bill; her nieces 
and nephews; her extended 
family, especially the Buffalo 
Cousins; and so many friends.

It brings her family peace 
to know Peg is reunited with 
her sisters Pam and Pat, and 
her beloved daughter, Eliza-
beth.

A funeral Mass will be 
held on Sept. 3, 2026, at 10 
a.m. at Saint Christopher Par-
ish in Brimfield.  In lieu of 
flowers, please consider mak-
ing a donation to the Mon-
son Senior Center or to Saint 
Christopher Parish.

Margaret Harrison

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056 

www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com  ❖  413-589-7564

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal USDA INSP. 

PROVOLONE CHEESE ...................

USDA INSP. 

ROAST BEEF ..................................

USDA INSP. FRESH SMOKED
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .................. 

$299
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS ...............

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
8/27/26-9/2/268/27/26-9/2/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN WILD CAUGHT

SNOWCRAB
CLUSTERS ....................................  

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SHRIMP TOAST  .............................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN GEN BAKE

POWDERED DONUT 
HOLES 14 OZ .............................

USDA INSP. FRESH 

CHICKEN TENDERS 10 LB. BAG ........

lb

$222
lb

lb

lb

lb
$335

$399

$177

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

$209
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$528
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS 
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .....................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST ........................

$599

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK ...............

$299

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$444
lb

lb
$599

BEEF CHUCK 
      ROAST 
    or STEAK

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI

 

$999

$1299
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

$149

22/$500

Hair Studio& Day Spa

413.436.7220
2370 Main St., 

West Warren, MA 01092
Tues.-Thurs. 9-7; Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-4

Lauren
Hair Stylist and Nail Tech 

Elizabeth
Hair Stylist

Book Your
PROM & WEDDING 

Appointments

Tina
Massage Therapist with 
20 years of experience

Kathy Allard Fountain 
Master Colorist who specializes 
In Updos, Highlights, Low Lights, 

Keratin Hair Straightening

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

• Offering all lines of 
insurance, both personal 
and commercial

• Dedicated and 
experienced staff

• Exceptional service and 
attention to detail

• 10+ company options
• Extremely competitive 

rates and pay plan options

FULL RMV SERVICE

Superior Value at

Crimmins - Graveline Insurance

1010 Thorndike St., Palmer
413-283-8378

www.cgins.com

Visit our new location at 1010 Thorndike Street
handicap accessible and plenty of parking

“We shop local 
and hope 

you do too!”

Friendly, Dependable Service
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NoJust 
Given the skyrocketing cost of construction material, the cost t
would be significantly higher today than it was in the past.
At Crimmins-Graveline Insurance, a team member visits
each property and evaluates your current insurance needs 
before making an offer to insure.
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Contact Crimmins-Graveline today to get de
Crimmins-Graveline Insurance is currently processing 
50+ registration transactions per week. In spite of the recent 
RMV complications, Crimmins-Graveline Insurance has 
figured out the way to service customers in a timely fashion.

• Bundle with MAPFRE and you could save up to 
22% on Home and up to 33% on Auto

• MAPFRE Loyalty Discount can save 
you up to 10% on your auto insurance,
just by having AAA!

• Mowimy po polsku 
(Dudley & Palmer)

• Free notary public service
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Contact Hometown Insurance Center today to get details.

Hometown Insurance Center,

Hometown Insurance Center,

Hometown Insurance Center,

590 Main St.  Sturbridge, MA  01566

508-347-9394
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Given the skyrocketing cost of construction material, the cost t
would be significantly higher today than it was in the past.
At Crimmins-Graveline Insurance, a team member visits
each property and evaluates your current insurance needs 
before making an offer to insure.
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Contact Crimmins-Graveline today to get de
Crimmins-Graveline Insurance is currently processing 
50+ registration transactions per week. In spite of the recent 
RMV complications, Crimmins-Graveline Insurance has 
figured out the way to service customers in a timely fashion.

• Bundle with MAPFRE and you could save up to 
22% on Home and up to 33% on Auto

• MAPFRE Loyalty Discount can save 
you up to 10% on your auto insurance,
just by having AAA!

• Mowimy po polsku 
(Dudley & Palmer)

• Free notary public service
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Contact Hometown Insurance Center today to get details.

Hometown Insurance Center,

Hometown Insurance Center,

Hometown Insurance Center,

590 Main St.  Sturbridge, MA  01566

508-347-9394

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTO BODY CENTER

• Collision Specialists
• Free Estimates (By Appointment)

• We Help with Insurance Claims!
• Expert Color Matching

We Make It Easy For You! RS #1688

413-283-6403

89 1/2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

Obituary 
Policy

The Journal Register

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Candlelight 
Vigil hosted by 
Recovery Center 
of HOPE

WARE – The Recovery 
Center of HOPE’s third annu-
al Overdose Awareness Can-

dlelight Vigil will be held on 
Monday, Aug. 31 at Veterans 
Park at 6:30 p.m.

The vigil will remember 
those lost to overdose, honor 
those impacted by overdose 
and stand together in hope 
and community.

The Recovery Center of 
HOPE will provide candles 

for the vigil, as well as pur-
ple candles to bring home and 
place in your window as a vis-
ible sign of overdose aware-
ness. All are welcome.

There will be gathering 
beforehand at the Recovery 
Center of HOPE, 52 Main St., 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. for food, 
soft drinks and fellowship.

Third Annual International 
Overdose Awareness Day is Aug. 31

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• 60 Ton Crane Available
• Log Linked Firewood
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

The Journal Register deadline for public submissions to Mondays. 
To get your submission in for that week’s edition space permitting, 

email Editor at journalregster@turley.com 
or call the office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. 

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.
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“They did a beautiful 
job. It was a real community 
effort, and Monson should be 
very proud of the result,” said 
Holland’s Nancy Peloquin, 
the eldest of Grieve’s three 
children.

Also in attendance were 
Peloquin’s siblings, Cynthia 
Grieve and Peter Grieve. 
They were joined by sever-
al community members who 
were positively impacted by 
their father’s decades of ser-
vice and volunteerism.

“May this park and gaze-
bo continue to reflect the spir-
it he so generously offered,” 
said Father Jack Brennan, a 
former Monson Rotarian who 
delivered the event’s invoca-
tion.

Additional speakers in-
cluded Dr. Michael Fitzpat-
rick, Selectman John Morrell, 
Beverly Sangermano, and Pe-
ter Matrow.

The town received a Mu-
nicipal ADA Improvement 
Grant to address longstanding 
accessibility challenges at the 
park. The completed project 
transforms one of the com-
munity’s most active public 
spaces into a fully inclusive 
site for individuals of all abil-
ities.

The total grant award for 
the project was $105,257, dis-
bursed by the Massachusetts 
Office on Disability. Final 
project expenditures amount-
ed to $105,187.27, result-
ing in a favorable balance of 
$69.73 under budget.

“The Dave Grieve Park 
project is a great example of 
what can be accomplished 
when communities actively 
seek out and pursue grant op-
portunities,” Town Adminis-
trator Jennifer Wolowicz told 
The Journal Register in a pre-
vious interview. “Local bud-
gets alone often cannot fund 
projects of this scale, which is 
why researching and applying 
for available grants is so im-
portant.”

At the rededication pro-
gram, residents who hadn’t 
seen the finished project were 
thrilled with the results. Sev-
eral downtown business lead-
ers also stopped by to honor 
Grieve’s enduring legacy.

Located in downtown 
Monson, the park serves as 
a hub for several community 
events, including the annual 
Fourth of July Summerfest, 
Agricultural Commission 
farmers markets, Garden Club 
plant sales, holiday craft fairs, 
and Arts Council programs.

Prior to the grant-funded 
project, the park lacked ade-
quate accessibility features 
for community members with 
mobility impairments.

The project included the 
installation of ADA-compli-
ant pathways; the addition of 
designated accessible parking 
areas with appropriate grad-
ing and direct connection to 
pedestrian routes; and the 
addition of accessible seating 
and picnic facilities. 

The project also featured 
new signage, upgraded land-
scaping, and the installation 
of an ADA-accessible drink-
ing fountain and water filling 
station.

Dave Grieve Park was 
dedicated in honor of David 
“Dave” Grieve, a longtime 
Monson resident whose com-
mitment to community ser-
vice, civic engagement, and 
support of local initiatives left 
a lasting impact on the town. 

“He was a close friend 
of my father, so I knew Mr. 
Grieve very well,” Morrell 
told guests at the ceremony. 
“I want to thank everyone 
who had any part in building 
this park.”

A major component of 
the project’s success was the 
town’s strategic use of in-
house staff for many elements 
of the work.

Under the leadership 
of Facilities Director Justin 
Larivee, municipal employ-
ees contributed their skills 
throughout the project, allow-
ing the town to maximize its 
grant funding. 

A life of service
David W. Grieve  (June 

3,1926 – July 25, 1987) was 
born and raised in Springfield. 
He graduated from the former 
Technical High School in 
1943, then served in the U.S. 
Navy from 1944-46.

After graduating from 
Springfield College in 1950, 
he earned his master’s degree 
from the University of Con-
necticut. 

In 1951, Grieve married 
Yolanda “Yolie” Grieve. They 
lived in Monson and raised 
their three children in town.

Grieve enjoyed 37 years 
as a teacher, administrator, 
and coach before retiring in 
1985. His teaching career be-
gan at Monson High School, 
where he also coached bas-
ketball. He then transferred to 
Stafford, CT, where he was a 
teacher and an administrator 
until his retirement.

Also extremely active in 
the community, Grieve served 
as director of recreation in 
Monson for many years. 
During the summers, he 
ran Monson’s Summer Day 
Camp, and he also served on 
the Monson School Commit-
tee. 

“We will never forget the 
many memories he gave us in 
our youth,” said Sangermano, 
who participated in several 
camps led by Grieve.

Sangermano eventually 
got her first job – a counsel-
or-in-training position – after 
Grieve created a spot for her 
on the camp staff. At the time, 
she was too young to work as 
a regular counselor, but the 
training position allowed her 
to be ready for an eventual ex-
panded role.

Several other guests 
shared similar stories of how 
Grieve always put in the ex-
tra effort to ensure youngsters 
had opportunities to work, 
play, and have fun in town.

Additionally, Grieve was 
a member of the First Church 
of Monson, serving as a 
trustee, deacon, and Sunday 
School director.

As a member of the for-
mer Monson Rotary Club, he 
helped raise scholarship funds 
for Monson students by orga-
nizing and chairing commit-
tees for walk-a-thons, bike-a-
thons, and other events. 

After his retirement, 
Grieve founded the “Monson 
Streetwalkers,” a group of fel-
low retirees who walked to-
gether in downtown Monson 
for exercise and socialization. 
Countless times, he passed 
the area that now honors his 
legacy of service. 

“As a member of our for-
mer Monson Rotary Club for 
over 27 years—and one of its 
past presidents—I would like 
to extend a special thank-you 
to the Town of Monson in re-
furbishing Dave Grieve Park 
and Gazebo,” resident Doro-
thy Jenkins, who coordinat-
ed the rededication program, 
said in a previous statement. 
“In existence for over 85 
years, the Rotary Club was a 
true example of service above 
self. This park was built in 
memory of David Grieve, a 
dedicated Rotarian. Many 
wonderful Rotary events have 
been held at the park over the 
years.”

A lasting legacy
The recent project en-

sures that Dave Grieve’s mis-
sion of community betterment 
continues in his memory.

“When you have some-
one like Dave Grieve, it’s 
worth doing it more than 
once,” Fitzpatrick said of the 
rededication.

Not only has the project 
received high praise from 
residents, town officials, and 
visitors, but also downtown 
business owners. 

“As the owner of a coffee 
shop across the street, I’ve 
heard nothing but excitement 
from our customers. They’re 
thrilled to have a beautiful 
place to sit, enjoy their cof-
fee, and eat their breakfast 
or lunch while taking in the 
space,” said Amanda Roy, 
owner of The Better Bean.

Officials are excited that 
the park can now be used by 

all guests, thanks to the acces-
sibility improvements.

“We are proud of the 
work that was accomplished 
through this grant, and grate-
ful for the partnership with 
the Massachusetts Office 
of Disability. This project 
demonstrates what can be 
achieved when dedicated 
staff, community support, 
and grant funding come to-
gether to remove barriers and 
create equal opportunities for 
all residents and visitors,” 
said Facilities Director Justin 
Larivee in a previously issued 
statement.

The town thanks every-
one who came together to 
make the project possible. 
Larivee was commended by 
officials for his hard work in 
several facets.

“This project would not 

have been possible without 
the dedication and leadership 
of Justin Larivee, who guided 
the effort from the initial grant 
application through project 
management and comple-
tion,” Wolowicz added. “We 
are incredibly grateful for his 
hard work and commitment 
to improving our community. 
The rededication of this park 
is a testament to what can be 
achieved through persistence, 
collaboration, and strategic in-
vestment in our public spaces.”

The Municipal ADA Im-
provement Grant was applied 
for by Larivee, Penny Gus-
tafson, and Tim Pascale.

Additional thanks goes to 
Bob Ainsworth, Jeanne Bai-
ley, Mat Wawrzyk, and Nancy 
Bryant.

The park is located at 179 
Main Street.

GRIEVE  ❙  from page 1

Ceremony guests included residents, officials, business own-
ers, and Dave Grieve’s family and friends.

Michael Fitzpatrick serves as 
Master of Ceremony.

The memorial gazebo awaits the ceremony.	 Turley photo by Kevin Flanders

Father Jack Brennan, a former 
Monson Rotarian, delivers the 
invocation.

Beverly Sangermano shares 
stories of Grieve’s passion for 
his community.

Selectman John Morrell 
greets attendees.

Musical entertainment is 
offered prior to the ceremony.
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Town of Palmer 
Request for Proposals

The Town of Palmer is seeking 
respondents to an RFP for the 
sale of property at 24 Converse 
Street, Palmer, MA. The parcel is 
approx. 2.66 acres and includes 
a school building of approx. 
84,749 sq ft. The Town Council 
has declared the building avail-
able through surplus. The RFP 
requires a minimum bid of $750k 
and is now available by emailing 
bbrothers@townofpalmer.com or 
for pickup in the Town Managers 
office. The Town Manager shall 
select the most advantageous 
Proposal from a responsive and 
responsible proposer, taking into 
consideration the price and all 
other evaluation criteria set forth 
in the RFP. Bids are due on Oc-
tober 1st, 2026 at 3:00PM and 
will be opened immediately af-
ter.
08/27, 09/03/2026

TOWN OF PALMER
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
The Palmer Town Council 

will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, September 14, 2026, 
at 6:40 PM at the Palmer Town 
Building, 4417 Main Street, 
Palmer, MA on the application 
from Wellman Realty LLC for a 
license to keep, use or store Liq-
uid Propane in 3 above ground 
tanks in the aggregate of 3000 
gallons located at 250 Shearer 
St., Palmer MA. 

Anyone interested in being 
heard should appear at the time 
and place so designated. 

Palmer Town Council
08/27/2026

TOWN OF PALMER
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
The Town of Palmer & Titan 

Energy will hold a public hear-
ing on its proposed Community 
Choice Power Supply Program 
(Aggregation Plan) on Monday, 
September 14, 2026, at 5:30 
p.m. at the Palmer Town Build-

ing, 4417 Main Street, Palmer, 
MA. The hearing will provide 
residents and other interested 
parties with an opportunity to 
learn about the program and 
comment on the proposed Aggre-
gation Plan before it is submitted 
to the Massachusetts Department 
of Public Utilities.

Anyone interested in being 
heard should appear at the time 
and place so designated. 

Town of Palmer
08/27/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD26P1773EA

Estate of: 
John Francis Ferris

Date of Death: 03/02/2026 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Joshua R Ferris of 
Palmer, MA  requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Joshua R Ferris of Palmer, MA 
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 09/17/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 

file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: August 19, 2026  

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

08/27/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
 Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division 
Docket No.
Estate of:

HD26P1762EA
James Stanley Haynes

Date of Death: June 10, 2026
INFORMAL PROBATE  

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in 

the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of Petitioner Ellen A 
Haynes of Monson, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

Ellen A Haynes of Monson, 
MA has been informally ap-
pointed as the Personal Repre-
sentative of the estate to serve 

without surety on the bond.
The estate is being adminis-

tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court.  Invento-
ry and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, but in-
terested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.  
Interested parties are entitled to 
petition the Court to institute for-
mal proceedings and to obtain or-
ders terminating or restricting the 
powers of Personal Representa-
tives appointed under informal 
procedure.  A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner.
08/27/2026

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE 

TRIAL COURT
Docket No. 26 SM 002585

ORDER OF NOTICE
TO: Jacqueline M. Ladew
and to all persons entitled to 

the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. 
c. 50 §3901 (et seq):

NewRez LLC d/b/a Shell-
point Mortgage Servicing

claiming to have an interest in 
a Mortgage covering real proper-
ty in Monson, numbered 84-86 
Main Street, given by Jacque-
line M. Ladew to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as mortgagee, as 
nominee for Guaranteed Rate, 
Inc., its successors and assigns, 
dated December 5, 2016, and 
recorded in Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book 
21482, Page 353, and now held 
by the Plaintiff by assignment, 
has/have filed with this court a 
complaint for determination of 
Defendant’s/Defendants’ Ser-
vicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently 
have been, in the active military 
service of the United States of 
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act. 
If you object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned property 
on that basis, then you or your 
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or be-
fore 9/28/2026 or you may lose 
the opportunity to challenge the 
foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER 
Chief Justice of this Court on 
8/12/2026.

Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson, 

Recorder
08/27/2026

Trial Court of Massachusetts
The Superior Court
Worcester County 

Superior Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
Dennis P. McManus, 

Clerk of Courts
Docket Number 
2685CV00616 B

ORDER OF NOTICE 
BY PUBLICATION

M&T Bank
VS.

Siarhei Chumasau
WHEREAS a civil action has 

been begun against you in our 
Superior Court by M&T Bank

Wherein it is seeking; Breach 
of contract of the Defendants re-
garding a loan from M&T Bank

We COMMAND YOU if you 
intend to make any defense, that 
on 09/23/26 or within such fur-
ther time as the law allows you 
do cause your written pleading to 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of Court named above, in said 
Commonwealth, and further that 
you defend against said suit ac-
cording to law if you intend any 
defense, and that you do and re-
ceive what the Court shall order 

and adjudge therein.
Hereof fail not, at your peril, 

or as otherwise said suit may be 
adjudged and orders entered in 
your absence.

It appearing to this Court that 
no personal service of the Com-
plaint has been made on the de-
fendant a deputy sheriff having 
made a return on the summons 
that after diligent search he can 
find no one upon whom he can 
lawfully make service, a copy 
of which is hereto attached and 
made part of this notice, it is OR-
DERED that notice of this suit 
be given to them by publishing, 
once a week for three successive 
weeks, the last publication to be 
at least 20-days before said re-
turn day in the:

Newspaper: Journal Register
City/Town: Holland, Ma

Date Issued: 08/12/2026
Eric Thuotte

Assistant Clerk of Courts
08/20, 08/27, 09/03/2026

Palmer 
Conservation Commission 

Public Hearing Notice
In accordance with the Wet-

land Protection Act, MGL c.131 
s.40, and the Town of Palmer 
Wetlands Bylaws, the Conser-
vation Commission will hold a 
public hearing at 6:35 PM, Tues-
day, September 15, 2026 at the 
Town Administration Building, 
4417 Main Street, Palmer, MA to 
consider a Request for Determi-
nation application related to irri-
gation activities used to support 
safe operations for employees. 
Work is proposed to occur within 
the Riverfront Area. The location 
is the Swift River behind 24 3rd 
Street in Bondsville (Map 28 Lot 
34). The applicant making the re-
quest is Sherwood Lumber. 

Elizabeth O’Connor, Chair
Palmer Conservation 
Commission 
Any interested person wishing 

to be heard on the application 
should appear at the time and 
place designated. 
08/27/2026

Public notices

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

J.P. McCarthy & Sons
www.MCCARTHYBUS.COM

JP McCarthy & Sons 
is now hiring great 
van drivers to help 
transport the students 
of the Quabbin Regional 
School District. 

Beginning July 1, 2026, 
McCarthy will be 
adding van service 
to serve the District. 
All current drivers are 
encouraged to apply. 

Email your interest to:
jobs@mccarthybus.com

JOIN THE 
TEAM!TEAM!

Support for patients and families. 
Training for professional patient advocates. 

Expert guidance and consulting.

PATIENT
ADVOCACY

NEPAC 2026

www.nurseadvocateentrepreneur.com

October 12-13, 2026

Worcester, MA

www.patientadvocacyconference.com

COURSES

CONSULTING

LEARN MORE

Crisis to Compassion: Where
Advocacy Matters Most

REGISTER TODAY

Independent Advocates, 
Healthcare Professionals & General Public

Teri Frykenberg, RN
Founder and Conference Chair

Front row: Janet Stadnicki, FNP, Michael Hakim, MD and Angela Nurek, DNP. 
Second row: Kirsten Apraham, Cheri Couture, Caitlyn Garceau, RMA, Practice Manager, 

Kalise Salzarulo, Trista Labier, MA Back row: Charlene Gryszowka, Phlebotomy, 
Lisa Hresko and Susan Piche.  Missing from the photo: Crystal Best, RMA.

Accepting new patients
What makes us stand out is 

our goal to serve all of your medical needs. 
We provide primary care, women’s health services, 

office surgical procedures, and vaccinations. 
Our dedication and commitment to the well being 
of our patients and community is our top priority.

182 WEST STREET, WARE MA 01082
413-967-5562 OPT 1
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ESTATE SALE
84 CHESTER RD., BLANDFORD.

FRIDAY-MONDAY, 
SEPT. 4-7, 9AM-3PM.

Everything must go! Housewares, large & 
small, tools, indoor & outdoor furniture & 
much more. 3 miles from Blandford Fair-
grounds. Rain or shine.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
 New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.

Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
ST. JUDE

 THANK YOU FOR 
answering my prayers. 

Publication as promised.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches, 
Musical instruments, typewriters, 
sewing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military, 
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage 
electronics, jewelry, coins, 
watches, military cameras, 
sports memorabilia, art, ster-
ling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham 
radio equipment, audio equip-
ment, toys, one item or entire 
estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. 

Call John at (413)206-6509. 
MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER.  

$27.40 to $32.21 per hour
 based on qualifications.  

Application and complete job 
description are available online at 

www.huntingtonma.us 
or by emailing 

admin@huntingtonma.us. 
Position is open until filled.  
Town of Huntington is an

Equal Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

Advertise your 
home improvement 

services in our classifieds.
We get results!

In observance of 
Labor Day, 

there will be an 

EARLY 
CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE.

To advertise, 
place your ad 
no later than 

NOON 
Thursday, 

Sept. 3, 2026

Thank You!

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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During the week of Aug. 
9-15, the Palmer Police De-
partment responded to 58 
building checks, 48 motor ve-
hicle stops, six motor vehicle 
violations, 90 informational 
calls, 26 medical emergen-
cies, 12 animal complaints, 
38 calls for officers wanted, 
13 alarms, 20 silent, acci-
dental, abandoned or hung 
up 911 calls, four fire calls, 
seven theft or fraud calls, 
eight investigations, 14 mo-
tor vehicle accidents, 13 
motor vehicle releases, 13 
general services, 12 out of 
jurisdiction reports, 10 as-
sists to other agencies and 
eight transports.

Sunday, Aug. 9
12:12 a.m. Hazard-Wire/

Pole/Tree, High Street and 
Commercial Street

6:01 a.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Off Larviere Street

12:21 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Accident, State Street

12:57 p.m. Medical-Mu-
tual Aid, Pease Street

1:48 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Ware Street

2:21 p.m. Theft, Park 
Street

3:51 p.m. Alarm Bur-
glar/Hold-Up/Panic, South 
Main Street

4:57 p.m. Check Well 
Being, Palmer Road

5:45 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Central Street

6:30 p.m. Medical-Mu-
tual Aid, Monson

8:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Palmer Road

9:06 p.m. Missing/Run-
away, South Main Street

9:48 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Beacon Drive

10:45 p.m. Suspicious 
Person, North Main Street

11:28 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Shearer Street

Monday, Aug. 10
12:51 a.m. Alarm Fire/

Smoke/CO, Shearer Street
4:51 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Main Street
6:04 a.m. Medical 

Alarm, Converse Street
6:25 a.m. Check Well 

Being, Main Street
6:34 a.m. Alarm Fire/

Smoke/CO, Bennett Street
9:14 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Park Violation, Second Street
10:37 a.m. Vandalism, 

Fuller Road
10:51 a.m. Alarm Bur-

glar/Hold-Up/Panic, Diane 
Street

11:18 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Disabled, Ware Street and 
Rondeau Road

11:43 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Accident, Central Street

11:54 a.m. Medical 
Emergency, Crane Hill Road

1:43 p.m. Theft, State 
Street

2:07 p.m. Warrant Ser-
vice, Walnut Street

2:33 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

2:38 p.m. Investigation, 
Belanger Street

2:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street

Arrest: Scott J. Guerin, 
44, Bondsville

Drug, Possess Class B; 
Warrant

2:47 p.m. Investigation, 
Sykes Street

3:08 p.m. Unwanted 
Person, Park Street

3:15 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Maple Terrace

3:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Main Street

3:57 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Commercial Street

4:11 p.m. Water Leak/
Hazard, State Street

4:18 p.m. Paperwork 
Service/Summons, Walnut 
Street

Arrest: Jeremy T. Col-
lins, 52, Palmer

Warrant
4:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Accident, Old Warren Road
6:37 p.m. Notification/

Message Delivery, Wright 
Street

6:39 p.m. Investigation, 
State Street

6:51 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

7:35 p.m. Assault, River 
Street

8:10 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Crest Street

8:14 p.m. Assault and 
Battery, Main Street

9:22 p.m. Check Well 
Being, River Street

10:01 p.m. Water Leak/
Hazard, High Street

11:11 p.m. Civil Com-
plaint, Thorndike Street

Tuesday, Aug. 11
12:05 a.m. Alarm Bur-

glar/Hold-Up/Panic, High 
Street

12:24 a.m. Missing/
Runaway, Palmer Road

2:29 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
StopWare Street

3:08 a.m. Suspicious Ve-
hicle, River Street

8:05 a.m. Medical 
Alarm, Gates Street

8:36 a.m. Found Proper-
ty, Palmer Road

9:17 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Boston Road

9:58 a.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Coache Street

11:04 a.m. Check Well 
Being, North Main Street

11:25 a.m. Medical Mu-
tual Aid, Old West Warren 
Road

12:13 p.m. Lost Proper-
ty, Main Street

12:59 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

1:31 p.m. Medical Mu-
tual Aid, Skyview Drive

1:43 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

2:55 p.m. Water Leak/
Hazard, Mt. Dumplin Road 
and Thorndike Street

3:37 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Ware Street

4:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Sykes Street and 
Palmer Road

5:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Park Street

5:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Disabled, Thorndike Street 
and High Street

5:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Disabled, Thorndike Street

6:05 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Brown Street

6:16 p.m. Water Leak/
Hazard, Mt. Dumplin Road 
and Thorndike Street

6:56 p.m. Medical Mu-
tual Aid, Wilbraham

7:54 p.m. Water Leak/
Hazard, Mt. Dumplin Road 
and Thorndike Street

11:56 p.m. Water Leak/
Hazard, High Street

Wednesday, Aug. 12
1:57 a.m. Suspicious Ve-

hicle, Thorndike Street
3:35 a.m. Suspicious 

Person, Wilbraham Street
4:21 a.m. Suspicious Ve-

hicle, Main Street
7:15 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, High Street
7:58 a.m. Animal Com-

plaint, Ware
9:08 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Main Street
9:13 a.m. Animal Com-

plaint, Maxwell Road and 
Hovey Road

9:29 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Cross Street

9:38 a.m. Property Re-
turn, Belanger Street

9:54 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, South Street

10:07 a.m. Warrant Ser-
vice, Second Street

Arrest: West T. Leblanc, 
40, Three Rivers

Warrant
10:44 a.m. Motor Vehi-

cle Accident, Park Street
10:48 a.m. Animal Com-

plaint, Off Lariviere Street
12:14 p.m. Investigation, 

Off Lariviere Street
12:14 p.m. Medical 

Emergency, Knox Street
12:40 p.m. Medical Mu-

tual Aid, Ware
2:24 p.m. Property Re-

turn, Main Street
3:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Accident, Thorndike Street
4:40 p.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Main Street
4:48 p.m. Animal Com-

plaint, Summer Street
4:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Disabled, Pleasant Street and 
Thorndike Street

5:03 p.m. Check Well 
Being, Gay Street

5:25 p.m. Alarm Bur-
glar/Hold-Up/Panic, Calkins 
Road

6:58 p.m. Noise Com-
plaint, West Ware Street

7:06 p.m. Theft, Wright 
Street

7:32 p.m. Theft, Allen 
Street

8:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Disabled, Old Warren Road

10:05 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Disabled, Shearer Street 
and Lawrence Street

10:09 p.m. Alarm Bur-
glar/Hold-Up/Panic, Third 
Street

10:26 p.m. Noise Com-
plaint, Main Street

10:56 p.m. Medical 
Emergency, South Main 
Street

Thursday, Aug. 13
8:33 a.m. Animal Com-

plaint, Taft Street
8:34 a.m. Water Leak/

Hazard, Randall Street
9:32 a.m. Fire Hazmat, 

Thorndike Street
10:41 a.m. Theft, South 

Main Street
11:14 a.m. Motor Ve-

hicle Accident, North Main 
Street

12:28 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Accident, Mass Turnpike

2:00 p.m. Investigation, 
Central Street

2:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Theft, Thorndike Street

2:50 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Norbell Street

4:11 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Allen Street

6:16 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Beacon Drive

6:32 p.m. Disturbance, 
North Main Street

7:03 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Old Warren Road

7:41 p.m. Hazard, Tables 
Restaurant, Palmer Street

8:00 p.m. Investigation, 
South Main Street

8:04 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Meadowlane Street

8:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Sykes Street

Arrest: Robert A. Gree-
newald, 52, Springfield

OUI Liquor or .08%; 
Negligent Operation of Mo-
tor Vehicle; Yield at Intersec-
tion, Fail

9:10 p.m. Medical Lift 
Assist, Central Street

11:32 p.m. Disturbance, 
Belchertown Street

Friday, Aug. 14
1:47 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Squier Street
2:38 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Central Street
8:37 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, River Street
11:09 a.m. Investigation, 

South Main Street
11:22 a.m. Medical Mu-

tual Aid, Brimfield Road
12:22 p.m. Investiga-

tion, Randall Road
12:36 p.m. Motor Vehi-

cle Accident, Church Street
1:38 p.m. Found Proper-

ty, Brown Street
2:01 p.m. Hazard-Road 

Condition, Hobbs Street
2:10 p.m. Fraud, Church 

Street
3:52 p.m. Found Proper-

ty, Breckenridge Street
4:40 p.m. Public Ser-

vice, Walnut Street
4:50 p.m. Motor Vehi-

cle Repossession, Lawrence 
Street

5:04 p.m. Water Leak/
Hazard, Thorndike Street

5:15 p.m. Check Well 
Being, Wright Street

5:28 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

5:37 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Juniper Drive

7:58 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Bennett Street

8:40 p.m. Check Well 
Being, Ware Street

Arrest: Holly A. Lane, 
51, Wheelwright

Disorderly Conduct
10:05 p.m. Medical 

Emergency, Church Street

Saturday, Aug. 15
1:06 a.m. Suspicious 

Person, Thorndike Street
5:24 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Pleasant Street
5:40 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Knox Street
6:40 a.m. Vandalism, 

Emery Street
9:15 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, South Street
10:37 a.m. Motor Vehi-

cle Disabled, Boston Road
11:42 a.m. Alarm Bur-

glar/Hold-Up/Panic, Katie 
Lane

12:08 p.m. Fire-Burn 
Complaint, Pine Street

1:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Disabled, North Main Street

2:13 p.m. Noise Com-
plaint, West Ware Street

4:12 p.m. Check Well 
Being, Fletcher Street

4:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Gates Street

5:56 p.m. Check Well 
Being, North Main Street

6:03 p.m. Hazard-Road 
Condition, Sykes Street

7:00 p.m. Noise Com-
plaint, North Main Street

7:37 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Jim Ash Street

8:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Main Street

8:02 p.m. Fire-Mutual 
Aid, Boston Road

8:52 p.m. Firework 
Complaint, Forest Lake Road

11:42 p.m. Suspicious 
Vehicle, Shearer Street and 
Lawrence Street

Public safety

 Palmer Police Logs

During the week of 
Aug. 17-23, the Monson Po-
lice Department responded 
to six miscellaneous calls, 
34 administrative calls, 14 
property checks, 26 traffic 
assignments, three traffic 
violations, one safety haz-
ard, five investigations, 
three assist other agencies, 
31 police vehicle checks, 24 
motor vehicle stops, three 
directed patrols, 22 details/
overtimes and 12 phone 
calls.

Monday, Aug. 17
12:17 a.m. Damage/

Vandalism/Mischief 
6:20 a.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat 
8:45 a.m. Abandoned 

911 Call
11:44 a.m. Traffic Vio-

lation
11:59 a.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat 
5:39 p.m. Service 

209A/Harassment Order
6:02 p.m. Abandoned 

911 Call
6:21 p.m. Service of a 

Summons
10:01 p.m. EMS Mutu-

al Aid
10:33 p.m. Abandoned 

911 Call

Tuesday, Aug. 18
9:50 a.m. BOLO
10:57 a.m. Fuel Spill/

Odor
5:52 p.m. Motor Vehi-

cle Stop
10:47 p.m. Abandoned 

911 Call

Wednesday, Aug. 19
7:26 a.m. EMS Mutual 

Aid
7:41 a.m. Fraud/Decep-

tion
3:28 p.m. Suspicious/

Wanted 
4:37 p.m. Traffic Vio-

lation

Thursday, Aug. 20
12:56 a.m. Weapons/

Firearms 

6:14 a.m. Suspicious/
Wanted 

10:06 a.m. Alarm
10:06 a.m. Investiga-

tion/Follow Up
11:41 a.m. Distur-

bance/Nuisance 
1:35 p.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
1:56 p.m. Safety Haz-

ard
4:26 p.m. Service of a 

Summons
Arrest: Migue A. Perez 

Gasiorek, 50, Monsoon
Ammunition Without 

FID Card, Possess; Firearm, 
Store Improper; Firearm 
Without FID Card, Possess; 
Feeding Device, Possess 
Large Capacity; Firearm, 
Possess Large Capacity; 
Firearm, Possess Large 
Capacity; Firearm Without 
FID Card, Possess

7:18 p.m. Transport 
Service

Friday, Aug. 21
8:44 a.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
8:59 a.m. Medical 

Emergency
12:20 p.m. Abandoned 

911 Call
3:15 p.m. Public Ser-

vice/Keep the Peace 
9:02 p.m. Investigation/

Follow Up

Saturday, Aug. 22
1:36 p.m. Fire Alarm
2:01 p.m. Traffic Vio-

lation
8:46 p.m. Suspicious/

Wanted 

Sunday, Aug. 23
2:48 a.m. Transport 

Service
8:59 a.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
1:42 p.m. Medical 

Emergency
5:01 p.m. Animal Com-

plaint
5:21 p.m. EMS Mutual 

Aid
10:07 p.m. Weapons/

Firearms 

 Monson Police Logs

STOW – The Depart-
ment of Fire Services an-
nounced that Massachu-
setts fire departments have 
achieved the fourth-highest 
reporting rate in the country 
for the National Emergency 
Response Information Sys-
tem. 

Ninety percent of Mas-
sachusetts fire departments 
have reported more than 1.3 
million apparatus responses 
to more than 788,000 inci-
dents. 

This achievement re-
flects the state’s commit-
ment to leading the nation in 

public safety data collection 
and will help local and state 
officials make informed deci-
sions about operations, poli-
cies, fire prevention messag-
ing, grant applications and 
budget proposals and updates 
to fire and life safety codes.

 A project of the U.S. 
Fire Administration and UL’s 
Fire Safety Research Insti-
tute, NERIS provides unprec-
edented public access to inci-
dent response data through 
its newly launched public 
website. Unlike its 50-year-
old predecessor, which re-
quired a lengthy data valida-

tion process, NERIS allows 
users to view near-real-time 
incident data from cities and 
towns across the country and 
conduct independent analysis 
using dozens of data fields.

“Adopting an entirely 
new data reporting system 
was a seismic shift for fire 
departments across the coun-
try,” said State Fire Marshal 
Jon M. Davine in a press 
release. “They have done a 
phenomenal job of adapt-
ing to NERIS and bringing 
Massachusetts to the nation’s 
forefront. I also want to rec-
ognize our staff for helping 

to bring the state’s fire ser-
vice onboard in a matter of 
months. The data that local 
fire departments are report-
ing will support funding re-
quests, effective resource 
allocation, community risk 
reduction efforts, and much 
more.”

 NERIS rolled out in 
geographic phases through-
out 2025. Most Massa-
chusetts fire departments 
began transitioning to the 
new system in October and 
several volunteered to serve 
as early adopters, includ-
ing Belchertown, Beverly, 

Bourne, Dudley, Gill, Green-
field, Huntington, Pittsfield, 
Sandisfield, Springfield and 
Walpole.

 The new system replac-
es the National Fire Incident 
Reporting System and its 
Massachusetts-level system, 
the Massachusetts Fire In-
cident Reporting System. 
Under the former systems, 
it could take months to ob-
tain reliable incident and re-
sponse statistics.

NERIS will also help lo-
cal, state, and regional agen-
cies understand the impact of 
large-scale events and pre-

pare for increased emergency 
activity during major cele-
brations, disasters, and other 
incidents. 

This summer, NERIS 
implemented a “special inci-
dent modifier” to collect in-
formation about emergency 
responses related to World 
Cup matches, watch parties 
and other gatherings. 

During that event period, 
Massachusetts fire depart-
ments reported 65 related 
incidents across six cities and 
towns, including 31 medical 
calls, 25 service calls and two 
elevator rescues.

Local fire departments earn high emergency response reporting rate

MONSON – The Mon-
son Fire Department re-
sponded to 16 EMS calls 
and eight fire calls for the 
week of Aug. 17-23.

On Monday, Aug. 17 
at 4:17 p.m., the department 
responded to 110 Main St. 
for a fire alarm activation. 
The department returned to 
service at 5:30 p.m. 

On Tuesday, Aug. 18 
at 10:59 a.m., the depart-
ment responded to 60 Up-
per Palmer Road for an oil 
tank leak. The department 
returned to service at 1:16 
p.m.

On Wednesday, Aug. 
19 at 8:33 a.m., the de-
partment responded to 105 
Main St. for a fire alarm 
activation. The department 
returned to service at 8:50 
a.m.

On Thursday, Aug. 
20 at 12:25 p.m., the de-
partment responded to 105 
Main St. for a fire alarm 
activation. The department 

returned to service at 12:33 
p.m.

On the same day at 
2:43 p.m., the department 
responded to 240 Cedar 
Swamp Road for alarms 
sounding. The department 
returned to service at 3:21 
p.m.

On Friday, Aug. 21 at 
2:43 p.m., the department 
responded to 21 Washing-
ton St., Apartment #3, for 
a gas odor. The department 
returned to service at 3:24 
p.m.

On Saturday, Aug. 22 
at 1:37 p.m., the depart-
ment responded to 117 East 
Hill Road for a CO alarm 
sounding. The department 
returned to service at 3:23 
p.m.

On Sunday, Aug. 23 at 
1:44 p.m., the department 
responded to 31 State St., 
Apartment #14A, for a lift 
assist. The department re-
turned to service at 2:08 
p.m.

 Monson Fire Logs
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BRIMFIELD – Last week, the town enjoyed its first ever Cemetery Tour, where residents were invited to learn about history through an engaging performance by historians and actors.
The Saturday, June 13 cemetery tour came together thanks to the volunteers at Spirit of Brimfield, who came up with the tour as a way to celebrate the 250th anniver-sary of our nation’s founding. Sue De Bruin, Chair of the Historical Commission said that the event went very well, 

with a huge turn-out and great weather.
“I’ve always had an inter-est in history, and storytelling is living history,” De Bruin said. “Storytelling is a great way for people to learn about a time and place in history, by hearing someone’s experienc-es at the time.”

Between her own famil-iarity with cemetery tours from when she was in New York, and the help of Mat 
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MONSON

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – Last Fri-day, June 19, the town’s Citizen of the Year was cele-brated with a banquet at the Legion Pavilion.
The Citizen of the Year Award is presented annually to an individual or couple that has lived in town for a minimum of five years. It’s decided on by the Citizen of 

the Year Committee, made up of past recipients, to recognize service and dedi-cation that has made a sig-nificant contribution to the community.
The Chair of the Citi-zen of the Year Committee is Peter Matrow, who re-ceived the award back in 2017, when it was given out by a different organization that has since dissolved.

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – This week, the town enjoyed one of the most anticipated events of the summer, the annual SummerFest held at Quarry Hill Community School.
On Saturday, June 20, at 5 p.m., residents gathered at Quarry Hill to partake in the festivities and to watch the annual fireworks show ahead of this year’s celebration of the nation’s 250th anniver-sary.

“It’s a good time, a fam-ily-friendly environment,” said Kim Adamson-Bashaw, who has been attending SummerFest for five years. “We come back every year.”
“It’s our first year bring-ing the kids,” said Ash Con-verse, who added that it was convenient to bring the kids as she lived across the street.

In addition to the fire-works show, there were a number of local businesses and organizations with ta-bles and food trucks set up to support the event. The First Church of Monson had a ta-ble giving out popcorn, Hil-lios sold novelty toys, Paint-ing Party Place provided face-painting and temporary tattoos, and the Lions Club made snow cones.
CZP’s Frozen Treats had sweets and treats for those who wanted to cool off, Cookies by Ray was there with a variety of home-made cookies, and Batch Ice Cream had 12 different flavors of scooped ice cream to serve in cones and bowls. Sweet Memories had donuts with a variety of different flavors, including s’mores, maple, bacon, caramel ap-ple cream, blueberry lemon, strawberry cream, peanut butter cup, and apple cider.

The Nutmeg Conces-sions First trailer provided hot dogs and hamburgers, Dev’s Mac and Cheese had macaroni dishes with an as-sortment of toppings, rang-ing from pulled pork, beef, and chicken, and Madd Eatz had homemade meatballs with marinara sauce, as well as their own burgers and dogs. More hot dogs were available at Hot Rod Dogs, and Rustic Fusion sold nov-elty egg rolls. Citrus and Soirée provided drinks, and the Beer Garden served beer, cider, seltzers, and water to people with cash and a valid ID.
Amos Nissembaum said that SummerFest was “hit or miss” for his family, depend-ing on vacations.

“We love it,” Nissem-baum said. “It’s always a good time to connect with 

Council 
approves 
budget 
items

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – At last week’s Town Council meeting, several decisions were made regarding the town’s budget for the next fiscal year.
At the Thursday, June 18 meeting, Council President Barbara Barry read several line items into the record as the council voted to adopt the budget for the 2026-27 fiscal year, following a public hear-ing that was held on June 8, in keeping with the town’s bylaws.

One item was for the Wastewater Treatment Plant, the operating budget for which will cost $4,500,524, with the indirect costs com-ing in at $163,538. The trans-fer to sewer surplus will be $200,872, with a total bud-get of $4,864,934, which the town voted to raise through the collection of sewer fees.
Town Manager Brad Brothers said that this rep-resents a 4.5% increase from the previous fiscal year’s rate.“I visited them last week, and what a nice building and facility they have,” added 

Local organizer awarded Citizen of the Year

PALMER MONSON

Residents enjoy annual SummerFest

Photo by Marcelo Gusmão
Rachel Mengel and her husband, “Mr. Cookie” Gaston, had a truck selling cookies from 
Cookies by Ray.
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Cemetery tour unites family of Revolutionary soldier

BRIMFIELD

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – At the Town Council meeting on Thurs-day, June 18, the council re-ceived a report from the Or-dinance Review Committee, and voted on appointments to town boards and commit-tees, and the transfer of town funds.
This week, the Town Council voted on eight ap-pointments to town posi-tions. Michael Burns was appointed to the Board of Assessors, and Judith Be-

chard was appointed to the Cultural Council, with terms ending June 30, 2028, and Brenda Binczewicz was appointed to the Board of Assessors, Peter Izyk and Nicholas Zeo were appoint-ed to the Conservation Com-mission, Christine Reim was appointed to the Cultural Council, George Richardson was appointed to the Histori-cal Commission, and Amber Kumpulanian was appointed to the Recreation Commit-tee, with terms ending on June 30, 2029.
The meeting began by rescinding a vote from a 

meeting on Dec. 18, 2025, and declaring the former Converse Middle School building a surplus property available for disposition.
The council then re-ceived recommendations from the Ordinance Review Committee, presented by Chair Dave Pasquini, as a summary of the work done by the committee from Au-gust of 2025 to May 14 of this year. These recommen-dations will be referred to the Town Council Ordinance Review Subcommittee.

Town Council receives committee recommendations 

PALMER

COUNCIL   ❙   page 13

CEMETERY   ❙   page 16Over 100 people from various parts of the country attended the Cemetery Tour over two hours.

Submitted PhotoCitizen of the Year Committee Chair, Peter Matrow, congratulates Steve Slozak (right), as 2026’s award recipient, in recognition for his “distinguished accomplishments and dedicated service to our community.”
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