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MONSON
Excitement
and new
programs
mark first
day at MHS

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - The first
day of school brought a wave
of excitement, energy, and
optimism to Monson High
School, where both students
and staff kicked off the year
with new academic and tech-
nical pathways, expanded
course offerings, and a strong
sense of community.

Assistant Principal and
Athletic Director Mary Zu-
rawka, who joined the school
this year, said the day ran
smoothly and set a positive
tone for the year ahead.

“It was fabulous,” Zuraw-
ka said. “The kids were great,
the staff was great and ener-
gized. We had some awesome
group meetings going over
expectations, and even lunch
went well. It was smooth sail-

ing.”

Principal Chris Fontaine,
now in his second year lead-
ing the high school, said the
excitement stems not just
from a new academic year
but also from innovative op-
portunities being offered to
students.

“There’s a sense of ener-
gy throughout the building,”
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MONSON

New principal takes
helm at Quarry Hill

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - Quarry
Hill Community School
welcomed both a new
school year and a new prin-
cipal this fall, and students
were treated to a sweet sur-
prise along the way.

Principal Penny Mante-
ria, who officially began her
role on July 1, is already in-
troducing creative traditions
and community-building ac-
tivities. Her first idea, “Pop-
sicles on the Playground,”
gave children and families
a chance to connect out-
side the classroom, despite
a brief drizzle of rain at the

beginning.

“This is the first time
Quarry Hill has done some-
thing like this,” Manteria
explained. “I came up with
it because we did it in Palm-
er, and it was such a success
there. Sometimes the best
ideas are worth bringing
with you.”

Manteria is no stranger
to education. With 27 years
of experience, she spent 24
years working in Chicop-
ee schools before serving
as vice principal in Palmer
for three years. Now, as the
leader of Quarry Hill, she
says her transition has been

QUARRY 1 page 12

sidewalk.
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Young Nicholas, age 4, draws a bright sun in chalk on the
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Assistant Principals Amy Herring and Enrique Sanchez, with Principal Susan North.

New school year begins at PHS

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER - The start
of the 2025-26 school year
has been one of both excite-
ment and reflection at Palm-
er High School, as students,
staff, and families balance
the energy of a new begin-
ning with the grief of losing
a beloved educator.

Principal Susan North
described the first days of
the year as “wonderful, but
bittersweet,” following the
passing of special educa-
tion teacher Paul Holloway,
who was deeply involved in
school life.

“Mr. Holloway was
loved by everyone in the
school system,” North said.
“He was my go-to person
for just about anything.

Whether it was organizing
an event, supporting a pro-
gram, or stepping up to help
where needed, he always
said, ‘Okay, I'll help you,
I'll get it done.” He was an
amazing individual.”

Holloway was not only
a teacher but also an ac-
tive presence in the Unified
Program and in organizing
activities and ceremonies
across the district. His loss
has been felt by both col-
leagues and students, but
the school community has
rallied together to honor his
legacy.

On the first day of
school, every student and
staff member wore a t-shirt
designed by Holloway’s
wife, Kristina Dobiec-
ki-Holloway, as a show of
unity and support for the

family. The school has also
created spaces filled with
flags, desks, and memory
boards where students and
staff can share stories about
Holloway. These tributes,
North explained, have been
a source of comfort not only
to Dobiecki-Holloway but
to the entire Palmer High
community.

“When you  walk
through the building, you
see students and staff writ-
ing down their memories
of Paul. It’s helping us all
move forward while keep-
ing his spirit alive,” North
said. Plans are also under-
way for a Celebration of
Life, to be held when Kiris-
tina Dobiecki-Holloway is
ready, allowing the commu-

PHS I page5

PALMER

OMP welcomes students back with exciting year
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Principal Holly Riopel with assistant principals Sonia Rodriquez Median and Kerry Lynch.
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AMBITION MEETS

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER - The start of

—r ‘r
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the 2025-2026 school year
at Old Mill Pond School has
brought a wave of excitement,
as students and staff return to
classrooms filled with new
opportunities, upcoming tra-
ditions, and creative programs
designed to keep children en-
gaged.

Principal Holly Riopel
said the staggered start is help-
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PALMER

Pathfinder showcases major
renovations as school begins

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER - As students
returned to Pathfinder Re-
gional Vocational Technical
High School this fall, they
were greeted not only by new
classes and routines, but also
by a dramatically refreshed
campus that Superintendent
Eric Duda describes as “one
of the biggest facelifts in the
school’s history.”

The school, which has
stood for more than five de-

cades, underwent extensive
updates over the summer,
ranging from classroom up-
grades and new lockers to a
complete transformation of
the cafeteria.

“This cafeteria hadn’t
been touched in 52 years,”
Duda said while touring the
space. The black-and-white
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Cultural Picnic marks 10th year

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - Unity, cul-
ture, and community pride
were at the heart of this year’s
Monson  Cultural  Picnic,
which celebrated its 10th an-
niversary with a day of food,
performances, and local ven-
dors. The free event, held this
past weekend, drew a wide
range of families, organiza-
tions, and businesses together
at Veterans Field, reflecting
the town’s growing diversity
and commitment to together-
ness.

“This is the 10th year
that we’re holding the cook-
out here in Monson,” said
Karina Dise, one of the event
organizers. “It’s a way for the
community to come out, relax
before the season changes,
and spend time with fami-
ly and friends. Every year it
grows a little bigger, and we
always welcome new vendors
and participants.”

Dise is also the found-
er of Afri(K)que, a nonprofit
organization she created after
traveling across Africa, Eu-
rope, and the United States
and observing how poverty
was disproportionately affect-
ing women and girls. Many of
the women she met knew how
to sew, paint, weave tradition-
al fans, or make jewelry, yet
still struggled to afford even
a single meal. From that re-
alization, the idea of Afri(K)
que was born. The name it-
self stands for Arts and crafts,
Finding Reasons In girls and
women on a Quest to be Unit-
ed for Empowerment.

Today, Afri(K)que sup-
ports women in both Afri-
ca and the United States. In
Togo, the nonprofit is current-
ly working with three wom-
en skilled in sewing batik,
bazin, and kente clothing, as
well as a fourth artisan who
makes handbags from Afri-
can cloth. Locally, Afri(K)
que assists women and girls
in Massachusetts experienc-
ing hunger and homeless-
ness by providing handmade
jewelry, toiletries, clothing,
shoes, and financial support.
“Supporting a woman is sup-
porting a whole community,”
Dise said, explaining that Af-
ri(K)que’s work is about more
than material aid... it is about
building security, confidence,
independence, hope, and
self-esteem.

To further its mission,
Afri(K)que also organizes
African jewelry and dance/
drum workshops in the Unit-
ed States, offering both cul-
tural enrichment and a means
of empowerment for partici-
pants. Its products: from jew-
elry made with African trade
beads, scarves, and traditional
fans to handmade clothing,
wooden carvings, and mu-
sical instruments; showcase
the skills of women artisans
and help fight poverty “one
woman at a time.” The orga-
nization’s philosophy empha-
sizes collaboration with other
nonprofits and local groups, a
model that Dise says is cru-
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Jaw the Artist playing the Alto
Sax fills the air with music.

cial for lasting impact.

Throughout the picnic,
the theme of empowerment
resonated beyond Afri(K)
que’s booth. Performances
included Chinese, Indian, and
American dance, along with
belly dancing and live music.
Food tables offered free cook-
out staples, while vendors
sold everything from honey
and candles to 3D-printed
toys and eco-friendly crafts.
Nonprofits used the oppor-
tunity to share resources and
connect directly with resi-
dents.

The Monson Police De-
partment attended with kid
friendly safety themed color-
ing books and free Monson
Police merch, engaging chil-
dren and families in a casual,
approachable setting. “Events
like this give us a chance to
engage with the community
in a positive way,” said Offi-
cer Nick Gasperini. “We want
kids to know that we’re not
just uniforms... we’re par-
ents, neighbors, people they
can approach.”

Several nonprofit orga-
nizations used the picnic to
raise awareness of critical
needs. Foster MA staff spoke
about the ongoing demand for
safe, nurturing foster homes.
The Massachusetts WIC Nu-
trition Program  provided
information on health and
food resources for women
and children. Representatives
from Open Pantry Commu-
nity Services in Springfield
highlighted their housing and
food programs, noting their
“housing first” philosophy
that lowers barriers for people
in crisis. The Kidney Advo-
cate LLC, founded by a three-
time kidney transplant recipi-
ent, shared information about
bridging the gap between di-
alysis patients and healthcare
providers.

Local entrepreneurs
brought their creativity to the

field as well. It Makes Scents
showcased massage candles
and handmade fragrances,
while beekeeper Mike Kubas-
ka explained the importance
of pollinators to food sys-
tems. Teacher Dan Mimeault
from Pioneer Valley Christian
Academy displayed 3D-print-
ed fidgets and toys he devel-
oped through his small busi-
ness.

The arts were also well
represented. The Monson
Arts Council, nearing its 50th
year, promoted its wide-rang-
ing programming, from juried
art shows and theater pro-
ductions to youth art camps
and innovative exhibits such
as the upcoming “Car Art”
show. Dance was featured as
well, with Gotta Dance Stu-
dio of Palmer performing for
the crowd. Owner Kelly Jor-
dan Peabody emphasized the
studio’s focus on community
service alongside dance train-
ing, with students regularly
performing at nursing homes,
fundraisers, and local events.

A highlight of the day
for many families was a vis-
it from the Hampden County
Sheriff’s Department Emo-
tional  Support  Division,
which brought therapy dogs
to the picnic. Sergeant Patrick
Kiendzior described how the
dogs support both the com-
munity and students in area
schools. “These dogs are in-
credible tools for connecting
with kids, especially those
with autism or behavioral
challenges,” Kiendzior said.
“One child who had never

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
Local honey, “I’ll Bee Back,” owned by Mike Kubaska, set up a
stand for attendees.

spoken before said his first
word while interacting with
one of our dogs. That’s the
kind of impact they have.”
For Dise, the success of
the Monson Cultural Picnic
lies not just in the food or per-
formances, but in the connec-
tions it fosters. “My hope is
that more people hear about it
each year and come join us,”
she said. “Unity is so import-
ant, and this event is about
building that togetherness.”
From its grassroots be-
ginnings to its 10th anniver-
sary, the Cultural Picnic has
grown into a celebration of
diversity, resilience, and com-
munity; values that organizers
like Dise believe will carry
Monson forward for years to
come.

Donna Kimball of Top Floor
Learning greets visitors.

s,

Sgt. Patrick Kiendzior poses with therapy dog Chance.
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Max Valencourt shows off his skateboarding skills at the local

park during the picnic.

Submitted photo by Kelly Jordan Peabody
One of the many Gotta Dance performances.
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Submitted photo by Kelly Jordan Peabody
Gotta Dance’s tap dancers perform at the cultural picnic.

Karen Davis represents Monson Together at the picnic.
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ZBA hears excavation request, fence dispute

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - The Zoning
Board of Appeals met Thurs-
day, August 28, to address a
full slate of petitions, appeals,
and informal discussions
ranging from large-scale earth
removal on Stafford Road to a
neighbor dispute over a fence
and concerns about backyard
beekeeping.

The board opened the
meeting with introductions
and a reminder of its purpose:
to hear petitions for variances,
special permits, and appeals
of administrative decisions.
With only four members cur-
rently seated, all decisions re-
quire a unanimous vote. One
recent resignation and anoth-
er expected departure have
heightened the difficulty of
reaching consensus.

Earth Removal Proposal
on Stafford Road
The board spent the
bulk of its time revisiting the
controversial application by
Equestrian Hills Estates, LLC
for a special permit to conduct

an earth removal operation on
a 12-acre parcel along Staf-
ford Road.

The applicant, represent-
ed by Josh Levine and Keith
Terry, argued that the work
is necessary to prepare the
land for a single-family home
and barn. The property, they
explained, is not currently
buildable without significant
regrading to create flat areas
at the top of the site.

“Without this work, the
land is essentially worthless
for construction,” the appli-
cants said, noting that the proj-
ect is intended as a retirement
investment, not a commercial
gravel pit. They emphasized
that the removed material
consists primarily of sand, not
gravel, and that no blasting or
rock crushing is planned. Any
boulders uncovered would be
repurposed for landscaping.

Board members, how-
ever, expressed ongoing con-
cerns. Several highlighted
the site’s steep slopes and the
history of deforestation in the
area between 2006 and 2008,
which caused erosion and run-
off problems. They also ques-

9/11 Remembrance

PALMER - The Amer-
ican Legion, Palmer Post
130, would like to invite
the town to our annual 9/11
Remembrance/Dedication
to be held Thursday, Sept.
11, 2025 at 6 p.m. at 1010
Thorndike Street in Palm-
er, now the new location
of Crimmins & Graveline
- formally, the Fire Service

Group.

At this time, we will
continue to honor ALL the
police, firefighters, EMTs,
veterans and civilians who
lost their lives that fateful
day. We will also honor our
fallen from Western MA
since 9/11 and dedicate the
pavers received since our
last ceremony.

tioned how the town could
ensure the applicant follows
through on building the home
and barn rather than profiting
from sand sales.

“The difficulty here is
finding a way to bond or se-
cure the project that guar-
antees construction, not just
restoration of the land,” one
member noted.

After discussion, the
board voted to continue the
hearing to September 25, al-
lowing time for additional
site visits and for attorneys on
both sides to explore financial
assurance mechanisms.

Fence dispute on Cedar
Swamp Road

The board next turned to
an appeal by Melissa Black-
burn, who challenged the va-
lidity of a fence constructed
by her neighbors, the Lamb
family, at 222 Cedar Swamp
Road.

Blackburn argued that
the base of the fence con-
stituted an illegal retaining
wall over four feet in height,
which should have required
additional permitting. She
cited her own past experience
when a similar structure on
her property had been classi-
fied as a retaining wall due to
minimal ground contact.

Building Inspector Justin
Larivee, however, explained
that the permit was properly
issued in May 2021 and that
the fence met all code require-
ments. Larivee described the
foundation as a “landscape
wall” providing a sound base
rather than a true retaining
wall, which typically involves
significant ground-level dif-
ferences.

Homeowner Shirley
Lamb defended the structure,
saying it was built with land-
scape blocks and trap rock for
drainage. “It’s not cemented
into the ground,” she said.
“This is about aesthetics and
keeping animals contained.
It’s been up for four years
without a problem.”

Board members, some of
whom had visited the site per-
sonally, sided with the inspec-
tor. They unanimously voted
to deny the appeal, affirming
the original permit and noting
that the challenge came years
after construction was com-
pleted.

Beekeeper raises concerns

In an informal session,
Roxanne Gunther brought
forward concerns about her
neighbors’ beekeeping prac-
tices on Whitney Avenue.
Gunther argued that bees
qualify as “livestock” under
both state and federal defi-
nitions and therefore violate
Monson’s bylaw prohibiting
livestock within 75 feet of
property lines.

She cited a recent inci-
dent in which a bear damaged
the hives and was seen leav-
ing the area with honeycomb,
claiming the situation poses a
safety risk. Gunther also al-
leged the neighbors had previ-
ously been ordered to remove
bees following a past com-
plaint but had reintroduced
them.

Board members clari-
fied that the ZBA is not an
enforcement body and can-
not act directly on the mat-
ter. They accepted Gunther’s
comments for the record but
took no formal action.

Townwide tag sale
draws shoppers

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - The streets
of Monson were bustling this
past weekend as the annual
Townwide Tag Sale brought
hundreds of shoppers, vendors,
and families into town for a day
filled with bargains, food, and
community connection.

Hosted by the First
Church of Monson, the event
featured 76 registered tag sale
sites spread across all four
quadrants of town. A detailed
map book guided visitors from
stop to stop, helping them plan
their routes. The books, sold in
advance and the day of the sale,
quickly became a hot commod-
ity, with requests coming from
both locals and out-of-town
visitors.

Pastor Holly Norwick,
who experienced the event for
the first time this year, called
it “an amazing decision” to be
part of the tradition. “We had
four different maps in the book
with 76 different sites,” she
said. “We saw license plates
from all over and met so many
new people. Monson was real-
ly hopping today.”

The First Church not only
managed its own tag sale but
also organized a food court in
its parking lot, offering ham-
burgers, hot dogs, chips, and
drinks. “Fair food, basically,”
Norwick said, noting that the
church lot was “chock full” of
visitors for most of the day.
The proceeds from book sales
and food helped support the
church’s community program-
ming.

The Townwide Tag Sale

has deep roots in Monson.
Originally organized by the
Boy Scouts, the event eventu-
ally transitioned to being coor-
dinated by the church roughly
eight years ago. Longtime par-
ticipants estimate the tag sale
itself has been running for at
least 16 years, making it one of
Monson’s most enduring com-
munity traditions.

This year marked one
of the largest post-pandemic
turnouts, with families walk-
ing shoulder-to-shoulder along
Main Street and throughout
side roads. Traffic slowed in
some areas as cars lined both
sides of the street, but the over-
all atmosphere remained fes-
tive.

In addition to sales, shop-
pers could find food, cultural
programming, and entertain-
ment throughout town, includ-
ing live music and lunch offer-
ings at other community stops.
“It was wonderful to see so
many families out together, just
walking up and down, check-
ing out the different sites,” Nor-
wick said.

For Norwick, the day was
doubly special, after wrapping
up her duties at the sale, she
went on to officiate her first
wedding in this church sanctu-
ary. “It’s been a full and excit-
ing day,” she said with a smile.

As Monson looks ahead,
residents and visitors alike can
count on the Townwide Tag
Sale remaining a staple event.
With its blend of local tradition,
bargain hunting, and small-
town camaraderie, it continues
to bring people together while
showcasing all that the com-
munity has to offer.

Hitchcock Golf Classic seeking golfers to play “fore” a great cause

BRIMFIELD - Hitchcock
is proud to bring back for the
5th year its annual Hitchcock
Golf Classic “Fore” A Great
Cause. This year’s event will
take place on Sept. 21 at the
Chicopee Country Club.

Established in 2021, the
tournament is designed for
golfers of any and all abilities
who want to support the work
of Hitchcock Academy. The
day consists of 18 holes of golf
and a delicious lunch and din-
ner, as well as a variety of fun
contests - some free, some for
an additional fee, and a raffie.

Chicopee Country Club
with its rolling terrain, tree-
lined fairway and fast, sloping
greens is generally regarded
as a fine championship course
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by area golfers. Through the
years, the picturesque golf
course has received accolades
from publications such as Golf
Digest, USA Today, and the
New England Journal of Golf
magazines. It has been touted
as among the best public cours-
es in Massachusetts and one of
New England’s top 100 golf
courses.

Price is $120 per player
with the option to sign up as a
foursome or individual. Reg-
istration fee includes entry to
the golf tournament, cart, lunch
and dinner, contests, snacks,
and prizes. Play is in scramble
format. Shotgun is scheduled
for 12:30 p.m.; registration be-
gins at 11:30 a.m. Players must
sign up in advance on Hitch-
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Brimfield golfers 2024.

cock’s website or by down-
loading a form to submit via
mail or in person at Hitchcock.

Professional
Tattooing

KENNDEY ’S

Specializing in fully custom work

Walk ins welcome

kenndeystattoo413 @gmail.com
1418 N. Main St., Palmer, MA * 413-289-6214

CRAFT FAIR

SEPTEMBER 6™ & 7™
10AM-4PM

BROOKFIELD ORCHARDS
12 Lincoln Rd. N Brookfield

our social media and website.
www.BrookfieldOrchards.com

Stay updated on this fun family event by visiting

Local Beer & Wine
Vendors

Local Food Trucks
Pick Your Own Apples
Wagon Rides

Live Music Both Days!
Between The Waves (9/6)
Moonlight Saints (9/7)
Snack Bar

90+ Crafters

Golf Classic sponsors in-
clude Safety Trainers, Collins
Electric, The Soggy Dog Spa,

Com

2 SAVET

Submitted photo

The Norcross Wildlife Foun-
dation, Morse Engineering

PONY RIDES

“ FACE PAINTING

and Construction Industries,
LLC, SERVPRO of Hampshire
County, P. Remillard Contract-
ing, Inc., Gomes, DaCruz &
Tracy P.C., Michael Wales
Painting, and JS Mortimer, Inc.

Additional  sponsorship
opportunities remain. Busi-
nesses who wish to support the
tournament and Hitchcock can
reach out to Cindy Skowyra,
Executive Director of Hitch-
cock at execdirector@hitch-
cockacademy.org.

For more information,
visit www.hitchcockacademy.
org. Hitchcock Academy is a
community center located at 2
Brookfield Road in Brimfield
serving the community with
educational, recreational, and
cultural programming.

TALL FESTIVAL > FARM

96 NEW BRAINTREE RD, WEST BROCKFIELD,

me share with us OVER TWENTY YEARS
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Call. (413)265 -3270

7 WONDERFUL LOCAL VENDORS
~<DEUCIOUS fOOD. DRINK AND DESSERTS

SATURDAY
SEPTEMRER 27

WE ARE A 50I1C3
NONPROFIT




PAGE 4

September 4, 2025

I THE JOURNAL REGISTER

Viewpoints

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor SJQF;IVXAIEIE(ER

° 0 amccgy@turleyc}:)m
I'm in poor health and

need to knOW my STAFEWRIER

Social Security options

Dear Rusty: Point is, you just need to be

I plan to stop work- careful not to exceed Social ADVERTISING
ing very soon. My health  Security’s earnings tests pri- SALES
is not good. I am 66 years or to reaching your Full Re- Dan Flynn
old, born in June 1959, so tirement Age or SS will take dflynn@turley.com
my full retirement age is 66  away some of your benefits. —
vears and 10 months. My They “take away” by ANLUND COM
wife passed away in March — withholding future monthly OPAVEERENHIIRN SPORTS EDITOR
2024 and she was collecting  payments as long as needed Greg Scibelli
SS benefits when she died. I ~ to recover what you owe. sports@turley.com

have no dependent children.
In general, what benefits am
I entitled to?

Signed: Unhealthy for any month you exceed harvested my gar- cover if tain or frost threat- is published every Thursday by Turley
and Struggling  about $5,300 or a penalty of Ilic well over 1 ens. Two weeks in Pubha%%gs’%g?ﬁgg ?ﬁr;)tzglgggmss
$1 for every $3 over the lim- six weeks the field or a sunny, Fax ?413) 2891977
Dear Unhealthy itif you exceed the 2026 an- ago. It’s been well-ventilated POSTMASTER: Send address changes
and Struggling: nual limit before your FRA. curing in my space is suffi- to The Journal Register,

Sorry to hear that your

health is failing and thatyou another option as your stems  and ing, at which
will need to stop working wife’s surviving spouse: all, first with point  the — =
soon. But do not fear, So- You can claim your ben- a fan on it to skin should @ Joural Register
cial Security will be there efit as a surviving spouse speed the dry- be hard WEB

for you. Here is some info
to help you decide your next
possible steps:

Since you will not above (if you claim before | away and put the starts the tears flowing squash in a 10% bleach CEO
reach your full retirement your FRA) would also ap- garlic fists that were left in  when we cut into onions- solution will help to prevent
age until next year in April  ply to your survivor bene- i i - i i - KEITH TURLEY
g y p ply toy mesh bags. Some will be sulfur, is also a potent fun- rot prior to storing at tem President

2026, your earnings limit
from working for this year
is $23,400 or $1,950/month.
The earnings limit will ap-
ply only if you decide to
claim Social Security early
(this year).

If you decide to take
Social Security this year,
your earnings from before
you take SS won’t count,
but your monthly earnings
for the remaining months
of this year will be subject
to the 2025 monthly limit
($1,950). If your month-
ly earnings exceed that
amount, you won’t be enti-
tled to SS benefits for that
month, unless your total
earnings for 2025 are less
than $23,400. If you don’t
exceed the annual limit,
your 2025 Social Security
benefits won’t be affected
by your work earnings.

Next year, the year
you attain your Full Retire-
ment Age, your earnings
limit will be much higher
about 2.5 times more or
something more than about
$63,000. If your 2026 earn-
ings up through March do
not exceed that limit, then
you can claim your SS ben-

Worse case penalty for ex-
ceeding the 2026 monthly
limit would be no benefits

You do, however, have

prior to claiming your own
SS retirement amount. But
the earnings test described

fits. So, again, your plans
for working enter this de-
cision. If you decide to
stop working this year, you
could, for example, decide
to claim your survivor ben-
efit this year and collect
that until you reach your
FRA in April 2026 when
you would get 100% of
your personal SS retirement
amount. In fact, you might
even decide to collect your
survivor benefit longer, al-
lowing your own SS benefit
to grow until you are 70,
at which time you would
get about 25% more than
your FRA amount. Indeed,
if your survivor benefit is
higher than your personal
age 70 amount, you can just
continue to claim the higher
amount.

I suggest that when
you decide that you must
stop working full time, you
contact Social Security at
1-800-772-1213 to discuss
whether it is best to claim
your survivor benefit from
your wife first and delay
claiming your own until
a later time to get a high-
er amount. You can make
an appointment to discuss

LABOR DAY /
LAST CHANCE TO

ANNQY THE LOCALS

!

How to cure and store for longevity

mudroom

ing process.
Yesterday
I cut the stems

seed garlic, in other words,
it will be broken apart into
planting cloves. The rest
will be used for cooking
all through the winter and
hopefully into the spring.

It’s so important to cure
your vegetables well, both
for optimal taste and for lon-
gevity.

As for garlic’s cous-
in, the onion, there is a two
step curing process. When
three-quarters of the tops
have fallen over push down
the rest and let them stay in
the ground a little while lon-
ger. Then, unearth the bulbs
and lay them, tops and all,
on the ground in the sun,
turning occasionally.

When they turn com-
pletely brown cut the stems
to one inch and spread them
on screens single file in a
warm and dry, well-ventilat-
ed area to cure further. They
can rest in that location for
up to two months, then store
at temperatures close to 40
degrees.

Store apples, bananas,
and tomatoes away from
onions, these vegetables
excrete ethylene gas as
they ripen, causing onions

by
PRoberta

*
| <

gicide and bactericide. No
wonder they store so well!

Potatoes are perhaps
the most tricky vegetable to
store. Curing them properly
will help to prevent rot, pre-
mature sprouting, and tox-
ic greening of the skin and
flesh. By waiting a week or
more after the plant has died
before digging up the tubers,
the skins will thicken and be
less prone to injury during
harvest.

Once they are dug, a
week spent in a cool and to-
tally dark space will further
firm their skin and change
sugars to starch, completing
the ripening process. Never
wash potatoes prior to stor-
age!

Gently brush off dirt and
store in a single layer in the
darkness at 55-60 degrees.
Darkness will prevent green-
ing, which renders potatoes
inedible. Use any pitch-
forked or shovel-marked
spuds first, as damage to the
skin will invite rot.

Harvest winter squash
after vines have died back
or prior to an impending
frost. A pretty New England
autumn scene is fields of

cient for cur-

enough to resist the
dent of a fingernail.
Gently washing

peratures between 50 and 60
degrees.

The flavor of many of
our favorite squashes only
improves with age.

I remember my mom
used to store our butternuts
up off of the floor in our
basement. I've heard of
other people storing theirs
under the bed in a spare bed-
room.

For me, my mudroom
serves as an all purpose stor-
age area with mesh bags of
onions and garlic hanging
from hooks on a shelf, the
squash on a small pallet on
the floor . I have yet to have
enough potatoes to store,
but this year might just be
the exception and I'll come
up with a dark enclosure to
store them well.

Get creative and you
too will be enjoying the
fruits of your labor through
winter into spring!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the

position of staff horticultur-

ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
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efits a bit earlier in 2026  your options with SS over to sprout prematurely. Use pumpkins or colorful squash as well as flowers. Have a Letter to the Editor
before your FRA and your  the phone, before deciding bulbs that have two centers curing under sunny skies. question for her? Email it to 24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069,
benefits won’t be affected, when (and what) to claim. first, they won’t store well. If you follow the farm-  pouimette@turley.com with or by e-mail to:

except that your monthly
benefit amount will be per-
manently reduced by .556%
for each month you claim
before your FRA.

For example, if you
were to claim for your SS
to start in January 2026, you
would get 98.3% of your
FRA amount. So, provided
your work earnings won’t
exceed about $63,000 be-
tween January and March
2026, you could claim ef-
fective January 2026 with-
out worrying about Social
Security’s earnings test.

So, depending upon
your health, you could
claim SS to start in January
2026, likely without wor-
ry about the earnings test
and would get about 98.3%
of your FRA benefit. Or,
health permitting, you could
wait to claim SS starting in
April 2026 to get 100% of
the benefit you’ve earned
from a lifetime of working.

And, of course, if you have
any further questions, we
are always here to assist
you with your decision.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the
Social Security Administra-
tion or any other govern-
mental entity. This article
is intended for information
purposes and does not rep-
resent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association
Mature Citizens Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and
accredited by the National
Social Security Associa-
tion To submit a question,
visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

It is interesting to note
that the same compound that

ers lead, just be sure to lift
squash off the ground, and

“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

A different kind of concierge medicine

he rise of concierge
medicine shows no
signs of slowing down.

Frustrated with long wait

times for appointments, wait-
ing room delays and only

brief conversations with their
doctor, those who can afford

it are shelling out hundreds

of dollars each month for

faster care and attention, 24-

hour access and personalized

health programs.

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

still need to pay for insurance
in case a serious illness or
injury requires hospitaliza-
tion or a specialist. And not
all concierge docs have hos-
pital privileges, which may
complicate care coordina-
tion — especially important
for someone with multiple
chronic illnesses.

It’s that coordination,
or “wraparound care,” that
sets private patient advocates

and run interference with
hospitals and insurance com-
panies.

Here are some scenarios
where I think the concierge
services of a nurse patient
advocate may exceed those
of concierge doctors.

When an aging loved
one is on their own: Very
often, patient advocates are
hired by family members
trying to care for an elder
who lives far away and may
not have family close by. We
are their boots on the ground,
their eyes and ears, and their
go-between with the medical
professions caring for their
loved one.

When you feel the
hospital medical staff isn’t
hearing you: It’s not un-
common for patients and
patients’ families to feel like
their concerns are being over-
looked or, worse, dismissed.
A medically trained patient

journalregister@turley.com

The submission deadline for
consideration is Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Journal Register welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for
publication on these pages. Letters of up to
250 words from local residents endorsing
candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to The Journal
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to journalregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes (it
will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will
be printed. No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy will be
printed. If the volume of letters received is
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a rep-
resentative sample. No endorsement letters
will be printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the editor
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the
newspaper plans to print stories about con-
tested races for Congress, state Senate,

state House, district attorney and Governor’s
Council during the weeks leading up to the
election, as well as a question-and-answer
voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases
will be printed, nor will reporters cover polit-
ical rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about
paid advertising in The Journal Register.

It’s understandable that,
in our fractured health-care
system, people would start
looking for alternatives.
There are some drawbacks to
concierge care, however.

Many don’t accept in-
surance, in order to keep
their own costs low. You will

apart from concierge doctors.
Both offer concierge-style
service, but a patient advo-
cate goes above and beyond.
When you pay for a patient
advocate, you can expect
them to be there when you
need them, anticipate your
needs, cut through red tape

) e«
Find(@it)in the

413.283.8393 e~ classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware

advocate speaks the language
and can build bridges, medi-
ate conflict and dial back the
drama.

When your insurance
claim is denied: Insurance
documents can be wildly
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication.

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have an
event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form and
as a Word doc or plain email text — no PDFs or flyers, please —
to journalregister @turley.com.

UPCOMING

Wales Public Library Events

77 Main Street, Wales, MA 01081

For more information call 413-245-9072

Sept. 8 at 6 p.m. Adult Book Club

Sept. 9 at 10:30 a.m. Mom’s Morning

Wales Tales Story Time Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Beginning
Sept. 10

Sept. 13 at 1 p.m. introduction to American Sign Language
(ASL)

Sept. 16 at 4 p.m. Meet Bunnies from Lily Meadow Farm
and enjoy a story

Sept. 20 at 2 p.m.Tea Party

Sept. 30 & Oct. 7 at 4:30 p.m. (2 part program) Clay Ghost
Tea Lights

Sept. 13

On Saturday, Sept. 13, First Church of Monson, 5 High
Street, will hold a dinner and organ recital celebrating the res-
toration of the Swell Division of the Johnson Organ. Guest or-
ganist will be Robert Greene, nationally known composer and
organist. The concert will feature works by Bach, Boellmann,
and Mendelssohn as well as Greene’s original compositions.
The baked ham dinner will be served at 5 P.M. followed by the
concert at 7 p.m. Tickets for the dinner and concert are $20.00
available by calling Gail at 413 267 4818. Concert donations
of $5.00 are available at the door. The concert is supported in
part by the Monson Cultural Council, a local agency which is
supported by the MA Cultural Council, a state agency.

ONGOING

2025-2026 DRAMA & DANCE PROGRAM BEGIN-
NING September 11th and running through May on Thursdays
at PHCC. Does your child love dancing and acting? Have they
always been interested but never tried? All levels and ages 5
plus welcome. (Drama students must be able to read.) Also of-
fering Adult Hip Hop & Lyrical Dance Classes. Students must
be available for show date in May. Date TBD. Adult class stu-
dents can dance in show or choose not to as long as requested
ahead of time. Contact: trulytorie2000@ gmail.com for more
info and to register!

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or
both. Brimfield Winery at 35 Main Street in Brimfield. Check
brimfieldwinery.com for any variations.

FRIDAY NIGHT CAR CRUISES with Bruce Marshall
4 p.m. to 9 p.m., come check out the amazing car collection.
Brimfield Winery 35 Main St. in Brimfield

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2 to 4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice dif-
ferent crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. For more
information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely
Rd., Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hik-
ing, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be
found in the parking lot. The Phillips Sculpture Garden is open
year-round (handouts in box on one of the signposts). For more
information call 413-267-4137, email khm@keephomestead-
museum.org or visit keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month in
the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild is
a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplishments,
from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues are $55 a
year. For more information, contact Barbara Beaulieu at 267-
4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Follow them on
Facebook for more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30 p.m.,
every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St, Monson.
Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute beginners and be-
ginners, and participants get to dance to all types of music. $10
per class. Please wear comfortable footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday of ev-
ery month at Top Floor Learning (third floor of the Palmer Li-
brary at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and open to the public. Play
available board and card games or bring your own. Must be 16
or older unless accompanied by an adult. No Registration Re-
quired — just show up! Questions? Call 283-2329, or 283-3691,
or email palewis19 @yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WINTER SEA-
SON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is locat-
ed on Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range State Park.
DCR Interpretive staff will be available for visitors. Coming in
January, programs will also be offered to highlight the Range’s
special nature in winter, see the park web site for details.

QI GONG: Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy
Emerson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.

SEND US YOUR CALENDAR LISTINGS!
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Fontaine said. “Students are
excited about the new pro-
grams and pathways we’ve
launched, including medical
assisting and engineering.”
The Medical Assisting
Pathway, now in its first year,
already has 30 students en-
rolled. Fontaine described that
number as “a great start for a
small town,” noting that the
program is expected to grow
steadily in the coming years.
The school also introduced
an Engineering Pathway,
which features training in 3D
printing, laser engraving, and
eventually CNC machining,
set to arrive next year. About
25-30 students are enrolled in
the engineering track.
Fontaine emphasized
that students are not locked

into one direction but instead
enjoy flexibility in how they
build their education.

“They can still get a nor-
mal high school education
along with the technical edu-
cation,” Fontaine said. “They
can go all the way through a
four-year program, or just try
it out. It gives them a chance
to trial run a job before com-
mitting. That’s so important
because at 17 years old, it’s a
lot to ask kids to decide what
they’re going to do for the rest
of their lives.”

In addition to the new
pathways, students expressed
interest in the Digital Media
Production class, which gives
them hands-on experience
with green screen technology
and film production.

Zurawka said she was
impressed by the school com-

munity’s warm welcome on
opening day. Staff members
lined the walkways at 8 a.m.
to greet students as they ar-
rived on a crisp, late summer
morning. The new superinten-
dent, the school resource offi-
cer, and numerous teachers
and support staff joined in the
welcome.

“It created such a nice
sense of community,” Zuraw-
ka said. “I haven’t seen that
before in other districts. It re-
ally makes an impact on the
kids when they see so many
adults here, showing up for
them.”

As the school year un-
folds, both administrators said
they hope the enthusiasm of
opening day carries forward,
helping students explore their
interests and chart clearer
paths toward their futures.

PHS 1 from page 1

nity to come together for-

mally in remembrance.
While

values,

meeting.

remembering
Holloway remains central to
the school’s opening weeks,
Palmer High is also moving
ahead with major initiatives
and events. This Thursday,
September 4, the school will
host a presentation titled
“Beautiful Tomorrow” from
9:30 to 11 a.m., focused on
the school’s core values.
Flags displayed throughout
the building represent those
which were dis-
cussed earlier this summer
at the School Committee

Later that same day,
at 6 p.m., families will be
welcomed for the school’s
annual Open House, giv-
ing parents and guardians a
chance to meet teachers and
see classrooms in action.

Principal North empha-
sized that the school year
will be about continuing
to build on Palmer High’s
strengths while honoring
the community bonds that
make the district unique.

“Our students and fac-
ulty have been incredible,”
North said. “They’re sup-
porting each other, lifting
each other up, and bring-
ing so much energy into
the new school year. Paul’s

memory is very much a part
of that.”

In addition to this
week’s events, Palmer High
is also preparing for the se-
nior class car fundraiser on
September 14, which will
help support student activ-
ities and senior year tradi-
tions.

As the year unfolds, the
balance between new be-
ginnings and remembrance
will remain at the heart
of Palmer High School’s
journey. “It’s about honor-
ing Paul, supporting Kris-
tina and their family, and
moving forward together,”
North said. “That’s what
community is.”

Subscribe to The Journal Register online at journalregister.turley.com
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confusing. It helps to have
someone on your side who
can read through the mum-
bo-jumbo and explain whether
an appeal may be successful.
A patient advocate can also
help prepare an appeal.

When a “simple” med-
ical procedure turns into a
nightmare: One of my clients
was a 75-year-old gentleman
who developed complica-
tions after a procedure. Un-
fortunately, the hospital and

his physicians didn’t meet
the standard of care, leading
him to have a stroke, internal
bleeding, dehydration and a
host of problems. He became
delusional after days in the
hospital and was given anti-
psychotic drugs. I was able to
intervene with the care team,
and his condition improved.
When a patient isn’t
ready for discharge: Hos-
pitals very often want to get
chronically ill patients out of
their beds and into a nursing
facility. Sometimes this is the

LOCAL KETONE
PRONIOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF
Retail Prices

right thing to do, but some-
times it isn’t. A nurse patient
advocate can evaluate a pa-
tient and work with the care
team to make sure it’s the
proper course, and then help
with the transition.

When a college student
with a medical condition is
away from home: It’s un-
likely that the typical 18- or
19-year-old has the maturity
to advocate for themselves in
a medical crisis. Parents may
not be there to give their stu-
dent the personal attention

they may need to understand
their treatment, speak with
medical staff and schedule
tests and appointments. A pa-
tient advocate in the student’s
location can help.

When there’s no one to
go with you to a doctor ap-
pointment: Doctor appoint-
ments these days can feel
rushed, and often patients are
confused about what they’re
supposed to do next, what
medications are changing and
what prescriptions need to be
filled. Anyone can accompany

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.
This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

you to an appointment to take
notes, but if you’re on your
own, a patient advocate can
explain the details.

The most important as-
pect of a patient advocate’s
“concierge service” is that
they work for the patient, their
client — not the hospital, not
the insurance company. If you
need help, find a board-certi-
fied patient advocate in your
area by visiting Greater Na-
tional Advocates (gnanow.
org) or the National Associa-
tion of Healthcare Advocacy

51 Locust St.

N\

Suite 3 —
Northampton (ﬁ‘[
MA 01060

413-614-1112

(nahac.com).

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, is a registered nurse and
board-certified patient advo-
cate and founder of www.Nur-
seAdvocateEntrepreneur.com,
which trains medical profes-
sionals to become successful
private patient advocates.
Teri offers a free phone con-
sultation to Turley Newspaper
readers as well as to nurses
interested in becoming ad-
vocates. Reach her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com.

Family Health and
Wellness Center

DOT EXAMS

Primary Care Practice, Chronic Care Management,
Telehealth Visits, and Immunizations
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Community, cannabis, creativity come together at Dazed event

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - The Dazed
dispensary at 399 Boston Rd,
Monson, on Rt. 20, brought
together local businesses,
cannabis brands, and com-
munity members for a lively
event blending retail, recre-
ation and local flavor.

The gathering, which
featured food vendors, golf
simulators, and pop-up col-
laborations, highlighted both
Dazed’s role as a community
hub and the growing presence
of locally owned businesses
in the region.

Yahaira Pagan, Head of
Retail Operations at Dazed,
said her focus has been on
creating experiences that
bring people together while
showcasing what the dispen-
sary has to offer. Pagan, who
has been with the company
for four years, explained that
Dazed frequently organizes
special events to attract new
customers and engage the
community.

“Our goal is always to
bring people in, whether
they’re longtime customers or
newcomers,” Pagan said. “We
want them to see the fun envi-
ronment we’re building.”

Recent Dazed-hosted
happenings have included
a car and motorcycle show
earlier this month and a rotat-
ing lineup of food trucks and
pop-ups at various locations.
For this event, Pagan helped
coordinate attractions ranging
from a golf simulator to ice
cream vendors.

Among the participating
businesses was CZP’s Fro-
zen Treats, Popsicles, and Ice
Cream, a Monson-based shop
owned by Elias and April
Acuila. The couple opened

their Main Street storefront
last year and have since ex-
panded with a mobile cart for
events and festivals.

“We make everything
ourselves,” Elias Acuiia said.
“A lot of it uses local ingre-
dients, like maple syrup from
Bryson’s Farm in Monson.
One of our most popular
items is our Oreo ice cream
bar, though our fudgsicle
made with local maple syrup
has really taken off, too.”

The shop operates sea-
sonally, closing in the winter
and reopening in March, and
has quickly become a staple
for families and ice cream
lovers in town.

Adding a recreational
twist to the event was Let’s
Par-Tee, a mobile golf enter-
tainment company co-owned
by Dave LaFemina and a
group of longtime friends.
Based in New York but travel-
ing throughout the region, the
business provides golf simu-
lators for weddings, corporate
functions, and community
events.

“We wanted to bring the
golf to you,” LaFemina said.
“Whether it’s a party, fund-
raiser, or festival like this, it’s
about creating a unique expe-
rience that people remember.”

The simulator proved
to be a highlight of the day,
drawing both casual players
and golf enthusiasts eager to
test their skills.

The event also featured
Rove, a California-based
cannabis brand with a strong
presence in Massachusetts.
Shayla Cruz, Rove’s West-
ern Massachusetts account
manager, explained that the
company is known for its
high-potency vape products,
including distillates, live res-
ins and diamond vapes.

“Everything we produce
is high quality, and our prod-
ucts consistently test among
the highest in the market,”
Cruz said. “That’s one of the
reasons we’ve been able to
grow into 15 states.”

Cruz also introduced her
own brand, Shacee Stoner, a
cannabis lifestyle label creat-
ed through her licensing part-
nership with Dazed. In addi-
tion to cannabis products, the
brand features a merchandise

line inspired by Cruz’s ap-
pearance on the MTV reality
show “Ex on the Beach.”

“This is about building
a lifestyle brand,” Cruz said.
“Through my relationship
with Dazed, I've been able
to expand into dispensaries
across Massachusetts while
also creating something that
connects with people beyond
just cannabis.”

For Pagan and her team,
the event was another step in

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
Elias Acuia of CZP’s Frozen
Treats, Popsicles, and
Cream handed out treats.

Ice

Guests tried their hand at the golf simulator.

Dazed’s effort to establish it-
self not just as a dispensary,
but as a gathering place. With
ice cream, golf, music, and a
mix of vendors, the day re-
flected the blend of communi-
ty and creativity Dazed hopes

to cultivate.

“Events like this are
about more than just retail,”
Pagan said. “They’re about
creating connections and giv-
ing people a reason to come
together.”

One of the co-owners of Let’s Par-Tee, Brandon Porro, shows off

how to swing.

The Rove official event tent where people could hang out and check out other products.

Check fraud is surging - here’'s how businesses can protect themselves

By Heather Arbour,
Monson Savings Bank VP,
BSA/Fraud Officer
& Compliance Manager

MONSON - In an era
dominated by digital pay-
ments, it’s easy to assume
that check fraud is a relic of
the past. But the reality is far
more alarming: check fraud is
not only alive - it’s thriving,
and it’s evolving to span both
physical and digital realms.
As someone who has spent
over two decades in banking
compliance and fraud preven-
tion, Heather Arbour, Mon-
son Savings Bank’s VP, BSA/
Fraud Officer & Compliance
Manager, has seen the dam-
age firsthand. Check fraud
isn’t just inconvenient, it can
be devastating.

“We’ve helped business
customers who faced losing
tens of thousands of dollars in
a single incident,” says Heath-
er Arbour, Monson Savings
Bank VP, BSA/Fraud Officer
and Compliance Manager.
“And what’s most frustrating
is that many of these losses
are preventable with the right
tools and awareness.”

The Mechanics of
Check Fraud

Check fraud is no longer
confined to forged signatures
and stolen paper checks, it
has evolved into a complex,
tech-enabled threat. Crimi-
nals are using both tradition-
al tactics and digital tools
to exploit vulnerabilities in
business payment systems.

Classic forms of check fraud
include forged signatures, al-
tered payee names, counter-
feit checks, and check wash-
ing, where stolen checks are
chemically altered and rewrit-
ten. These methods remain
prevalent, especially when
checks are sent through unse-
cured mail channels. “Fraud-
sters aren’t just individuals,
they’re organized networks,’
says Arbour. “They use social
media and encrypted messag-
ing apps to share techniques
and sell stolen check imag-
es. It’s a whole underground
Economy.”

Digital check fraud is
also on the rise, and it’s often
harder to detect. Fraudsters
are increasingly using mobile
banking apps to commit Re-
mote Deposit Capture (RDC)
fraud, depositing the same
check multiple times across
different platforms. Synthetic
identity fraud is another grow-
ing concern, where criminals
create fake personas using
a mix of real and fabricated
data to open accounts and de-
posit counterfeit checks.

Business Email Compro-
mise (BEC) schemes are also
becoming more common,
with scammers impersonat-
ing vendors or executives to
reroute legitimate payments.

“We’re seeing just as
many cases involving digital
manipulation as we are

with physical theft,” Ar-
bour explains. “Fraud is a risk
whether it involves

traditional paper checks
or digital deposits.” This

evolving landscape demands
that businesses stay informed
and proactive. Understand-
ing the full spectrum of fraud
tactics is the first step toward
building effective defenses.

Integrating Critical Lines
of Fraud Defense

and Loss Mitigation

Fraud detection solutions
are crucial. There are few as
effective and proactive as
Positive Pay when it comes
to protecting against check
fraud. Whether fraudsters
are targeting traditional pa-
per checks or digital deposit
channels, Positive Pay offers
businesses a critical line of
defense.

This service allows busi-
nesses to submit a list of is-
sued checks to their bank.
When a check is presented for
payment, the bank compares
it against the list. If there’s a
mismatch in amount, check
number, or payee, the trans-
action is flagged for review.
“Positive Pay is like having
a second set of eyes on ev-
ery check,” says Arbour. “It’s
proactive, not reactive. You're
catching fraud before the
money leaves your account
and potentially saving your-
self from major losses. We
strongly encourage our busi-
ness customers to implement
Positive Pay at Monson Sav-
ings Bank.”

Why Businesses
Should Act Now
The wurgency to adopt
fraud mitigation tools has

never been greater. Accord-
ing to industry data, check
fraud attempts have increased
by over 40% in the past year,
with small and mid-sized
businesses being dispropor-
tionately affected. “Many
business owners think, ‘It
won’t happen to me,” until it
does,” Arbour warns. “And by
then, it’s often too late to re-
cover the funds.”

Beyond Technology:

Building a Culture

of Vigilance

While tools like Positive
Pay are essential in the fight
against check fraud, Heather
Arbour emphasizes that tech-
nology alone isn’t enough.
Businesses must adopt a
multi-layered approach that
includes strong internal con-
trols, employee education,
and daily operational vigi-
lance.

Daily reconciliation of
accounts is critical to catching
anomalies early, before they
escalate into major losses.
Employees should be trained
to recognize red flags, such as
suspicious payment requests
or unexpected changes in
vendor information and em-
powered to question anything
that seems off. Verifying
vendor payment instructions
through a secondary channel
can prevent Business Email
Compromise (BEC) scams,
and secure mailing practices,
like using locked mailboxes
or dropping checks directly
at the post office, can help
reduce the risk of physical

check theft.

“Fraud prevention isn’t
just about tools, it’s about cul-
ture,” says Arbour. “Everyone
in the organization needs to
be part of the defense. Train
your staff to recognize red
flags. Reconcile accounts
daily. Limit who can issue
checks and who can approve
payments. Fraud prevention
is a mindset.”

Monson Savings Bank
offers a comprehensive Busi-
ness Security Center on its
website. This resource hub
provides curated information
on fraud prevention strate-
gies, scam recognition, cyber-
security best practices, and
secure operations. Whether
you are a small business or a
growing enterprise, the Busi-
ness Security Center is de-
signed to help you stay ahead
of threats and build a resilient,
fraud-resistant organization.

Looking Ahead

As fraudsters continue
to innovate, businesses must
stay vigilant. The rise of Al-
generated synthetic identities
and deepfakes means that
fraud will only become hard-
er to detect. “Fraudsters are
evolving. So must we,” Ar-
bour concludes. “The bottom
line is that the cost of preven-
tion is always less than the
cost of recovery. As a local
community bank, we are hap-
py to help our customers be
successful, and that includes
offering solutions to help
them stay one step ahead and
reduce risk of harmful finan-

cial loss.”

To learn more about Pos-
itive Pay and Monson Savings
Bank’s other business bank-
ing solutions, contact their
Business Banking experts at
413-893-3524 or Business-
Development@monsonsav-
ings.com.

About
Monson Savings Bank

Incorporated as a mutual-
ly chartered community bank
in 1872, Monson Savings
Bank has one of the longest
tenures of service and stabil-
ity in its market. Civic leaders
chartered the bank with the
intent to give working men
and women the opportunity
to save, which — incredibly,
they could not do prior to
the bank’s inception. Today,
Monson Savings Bank retains
its legacy of empowerment
through savings, but has ex-
panded to serve its customers
with a variety of innovative
financial services, including
digital banking, online mort-
gage applications and busi-
ness banking, and commer-
cial lending. The bank has
expanded on its promise of
“where people save, business-
es prosper, and communities
benefit” by opening offices
in Hampden, Wilbraham,
Ware, and most recently East
Longmeadow, Massachusetts.
The bank also opened a retail
and business loan operations
center in Wilbraham in 2020.
Member FDIC, Member
DIF, Equal Housing Lender.
NMLS ID #613363.
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N the classroom

Pathfinder offers meals at no cost for students

PALMER - Pathfinder
Regional VTHS participates
in the National School Lunch
Program and the School
Breakfast Program. As part
of this program, all schools
offer healthy meals every
school day at NO COST to
the students due to the im-
plementation of the Com-
munity Eligibility Provision
for school year 2025-2026.
Students receive breakfast
and lunch at school without
having to pay a fee or submit

a household application.

Non-Discrimination
Statement:

In accordance with fed-
eral civil rights law and U.S.
Department of Agriculture
(USDA) civil rights regula-
tions and policies, this insti-
tution is prohibited from dis-
criminating on the basis of
race, color, national origin,
sex (including gender iden-
tity and sexual orientation),
disability, age, or reprisal

or retaliation for prior civil
rights activity.

Program information
may be made available in
languages other than En-
glish. Persons with disabili-
ties who require alternative
means of communication to
obtain program information
(e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign
Language), should contact
the responsible state or lo-
cal agency that adminis-
ters the program or USDA’s

TARGET Center at (202)
720-2600 (voice and TTY)
or contact USDA through
the Federal Relay Service at
(800) 877-8339.

To file a program dis-
crimination complaint, a
Complainant should com-
plete a Form AD-3027,
USDA Program Discrimina-
tion Complaint Form which
can be obtained online at:
https://www.usda.gov/sites/
default/files/documents/US-
DA-OASCR%?20P-

Complaint-Form-0508-
0002-508-11-28-17Fax-
2Mail.pdf, from any USDA
office, by calling (866) 632-
9992, or by writing a letter
addressed to USDA. The
letter must contain the com-
plainant’s name, address,
telephone number, and a
written description of the al-
leged discriminatory action
in sufficient detail to inform
the Assistant Secretary for
Civil Rights (ASCR) about
the nature and date of an al-

leged civil rights violation.
The completed AD-3027
form or letter must be sub-
mitted to USDA by mail to
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights,
1400 Independence Ave-
nue, SW; Washington, D.C.
20250-9410; or fax: (833)
256-1665 or (202) 690-7442;
or email: program.intake @
usda.gov

This institution is an
equal opportunity provider.

9/11 Tribute Service offered
in partnership with Home Base

Wishlist drive

at Palmer High
School to support
our heroes in need

PALMER - Palmer High
School will hold its annual
Project 351, 9/11 Tribute Ser-
vice donation drive, in part-
nership with the Massachu-
setts Military Heroes Fund
at Home Base from August
28 — Sept. 10 during school
hours and/or after (when an-
nounced). Our school and
broader community are wel-
come to serve with our troops,
and serve for our veterans
by supporting our Tribute

Service. At Project 351, our
Tribute Service provides care
and comfort to bereaved 9/11
families, military families,
veterans experiencing home-
lessness and mental health
challenges, First Responders,
and troops deployed abroad.

Our service mission is
motivated by the heroism
and selfless sacrifice of our
military, veterans, and First
Responders since 2001 and
beyond!

Project 351 Alumni, Jan-
nat Khan of Palmer, reflects
on her purpose or “why” for
leading 9/11 Tribute Service:

“Veterans and First Re-
sponders have risked their
lives on the frontlines for our
safety, now it’s time to help

our heroes in need!”

We honor and remem-
ber through unifying service
which recalls the spirit of
love and hope that helped
heal our nation after the dev-
astating losses in 2001. You
can join our mission by do-
nating resources such as gum,
chapstick, granola bars, fidget
toys, and more to contribute
to the distribution of our care
packages across the nation!
Thank you.

Project 351 is a state-
wide, nonprofit organization
which unites ambassadors
from all 351 cities and towns
across Massachusetts  for
years of unison, action, and
leadership through services
elevating our communities.

S,

Low cost tutoring
& scholarships are
available!

We’re a private,
non-profit organization
at the Palmer Public
Library, here to help you
meet your educational
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

%
TOP Floor e

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Your Professional & Educational Goals

LEARNING  Tytors Needed

For English Language Learners,
HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

Comp
Security Class

Basic Computer Use —
Resumé Building & Updating
English Language Learning
GED/HiSET Preparation
Reading, Writing, Math
Citizenship Exam

SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

Call to ask about our next

Computer Security class

uter

Contact Us For More Information

413-544-6600 . ¢

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning’org
Shttps://topfloorlearning.org/

PHS Hall of Fame Ceremony
set to take place on Oct. 18

PALMER - The Palmer
High School Athletic Hall
of Fame Committee is excit-
ed to welcome the Class of
2025 Inductees: six individ-
ual athletes and three teams.

Congratulations to out-
standing athletes Charlie
Lanzetta, Class of 1964,
Carl Santos, Class of 1982;
Joseph Ferry, Class of 2004,
Halie Laviolette, Class of
2012; Ryan McCarthy, Class
of 2017; Brittany North,
Class of 2017; to the 2010
and 2012 Girls’ Basketball
Division 2 Western Mass
Champions, and to the 2017
Boys’® Basketball Western

Mass Division 3 Champions
and State Finalists.
Individual  inductees
are chosen after the Hall of
Fame Committee receives
nomination papers for an
athlete, deliberates on the
credentials, and then votes
on the merits. Individual
teams are selected on the
basis of achieving a Western
Mass Championship and
beyond. All individuals and
teams must have graduated
more than five years ago.
The 2025 Induction
Ceremony will be held at
Amvets in Three Rivers,
MA on October 18 at 6 p.m.

Tickets are $45/person
and can be ordered by con-
tacting Walt Reynolds at
(413) 552-9716 or emailing
nipmuck77 @gmail.com.

Checks should be made
out to the Town of Palmer
and mailed to PO Box 63
Palmer, MA 01069. Please
order first, before send-
ing the checks, and clearly
specify the number of tick-
ets you would like. Tickets
MUST be ordered by Octo-
ber 1.

We can’t wait to have
you join us as we recognize
these outstanding athletes
and championship teams.
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HARDWICK CROSSING

EST. 2022

COUNTRY CLUB

Prime Rib

Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering Available

Function
Space
Available

wyjy

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 « Pro Shop 774-261-2634
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF

BOOK

YOUR

EVENT
WITH US!

Ei Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram (@)

Monday - 6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Trivia Night
Monday, June 16
See Website for More Information
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Activity Highlights
Evening Programs
4:30-7:30

Starting Sept. 2 - The
center will be offering to
Piyo Exercise Class from
5:15-6:15 p.m. every Tues-

day and Thursday. Piyo
exercise combines Yoga, Pi-
lates, Strength Training and
low impact Cardio for all
ages.

Sept. 8 - Join the cen-
ter for a farewell to Summer
Dinner and Music. We will
be having Hotdogs, Beans,
Salads and Watermelon. We
also will have music and fun
conversation at 4:30 p.m.

Sept. 15 - The center
will be welcoming the Cub
Scouts (pack 164), they will
be helping with Make Your
Own Sundaes and great con-
versation at 5 p.m.

Sept. 22 - Spaghetti
Dinner with Meatballs, Toss
Salad, Garlic Toast and As-
sorted Desserts from Ran-
dall’s Farm at 4:30 p.m.

Sept. 29 - 4:30 p.m.
Learn the art of Acryl-
ic Painting, center will be
proving all supplies, we will
be paining on bricks.

Movie Synopsis
Friday, Movie Matinee
at 12:30 p.m.
with drinks and popcorn

Sept. 5 - The Notebook
(is a 2004 American roman-
tic drama film directed by
Nick Cassavetes, from a
screenplay by Jeremy Leven
and Jan Sardi, and based on
the 1996 novel of the same
name by Nicholas Sparks.
The film stars Ryan Gosling
and Rachel McAdams as
a young couple who fall in
love in the 1940s. Their sto-
ry is read from a notebook in
the modern day by an elderly
man, telling the tale to a fel-
low nursing home resident. )

Sept. 18 - Hillbilly El-
egy “A Memoir of a Family
and Culture in Crisis” is a
2016 memoir by JD Vance

about the Appalachian val-
ues of his family from Ken-
tucky and the socioeconom-
ic problems of his hometown
of Middletown, Ohio, where
his mother’s parents moved
when they were young. It
was adapted into the 2020
film Hillbilly Elegy, di-rect-
ed by Ron Howard and star-
ring Glenn Close and Amy
Adams.

Upcoming Events

Annual Picnic, on Fri-
day, Sept. 12 from 11 to 2
p-m. at Pulaski Park. Pick
up tickets $10 at the center a
week before the picnic

Senior Portrait Day,
Sept. 19 at 12:30 p.m. Re-
member those days when
you had senior pictures tak-
en, you fussed with your hair
and the guys were making
sure they were shaved, hair
neat and so forth. Well it’s
happening again, we will
have a professional photog-
rapher taking these pictures,

so bring along your children,

grandchildren or special
someone and have your pic-
ture taken. The only fee is
extra copies.

Boston Harbor Cruise
- Oct. 9, 2025 — $110 in-
cludes transportation & tips,
cruise w/ buffet lunch and
three rounds of Bingo, on-
board DJ. $55 due at sign
up and $55 due by August
Ist. The center has acquired
another bus. If interested,
please sign up at the center.

Baseball stories
from Western Mass

BRIMFIELD - Hitch-
cock’s Brown Bag Speaker
Series returns in Septem-

ber with its first installment
for the fall: Baseball Stories
From Western Mass with lo-
cal Town Historian Mike De-
Falco on Wednesday, Sept. 17
at 12:30 p.m.

Western Mass has a long
proud baseball history. At-
tendees will learn about the
minor league teams from the
area, the men who played
major league ball and surpris-
ingly Brimfield’s connections
to the sport. They’ll find out
what players were known
as Happy Jack, Leo the Lip,
Candy, Rabbit and Bunny,
which ones made the Hall of
Fame and who reached the
pinnacle of their sport for
just one brief day. If you’re
a fan of baseball or just in-
terested in local history, this
is a great introduction to the
famous and obscure men who
came from Western Mass and
played America’s game.

An optional lunch ($10)
will include a half sandwich,

soup, and beverage. Partici-
pants may also bring in their
own lunch. Lunch will be
served at noon with the talk
beginning at 12:30 p.m. The
talk is offered for $10 per per-
son, or $20 with lunch. Res-
ervations are required (lunch
registration closes Sep 16 at
Noon).

“I love seeing this pro-
gram come back to life, and
especially enjoy the dialogue
that takes place, with attend-
ees sharing their own knowl-
edge - it enriches the presen-
tation, and the experience for
everyone in the room,” says
Cindy Skowyra, Executive
Director.

The Brown Bag Speaker
Series is presented with sup-
port from The Shirley Frye
Memorial Fund.

For more information,
visit www.hitchcockacademy.
org. Hitchcock Academy is a
community center located at 2
Brookfield Road in Brimfield
serving the community with
educational, recreational, and
cultural programming.

Author Dr. Andrew Lam to
speak at museum Sept. 7

MONSON - The Keep
Homestead Museum locat-
ed at 35 Ely Road in Mon-
son, is pleased to present
surgeon and best-selling
author Dr. Andrew Lam on
Sunday, Sept. 7 at 1:30 p.m.
for an entertaining and in-
formative talk.

Dr. Lam will share riv-
eting stories from his latest
book The Masters of Medi-
cine where he discusses the
mavericks, moments, and

mistakes that sparked some
of medicines greatest break-
throughs that defined and
continue to shape modern
medicine. He will also talk
about his career balancing
medicine and literature.
Andrew Lam, MD is a
retina surgeon and Assistant
Professor at the University
of Massachusetts Medical
School. He is the author of
The Masters of Medicine
along with his prior books

Saving Sight, Two Sons
of China, and Repentance.
Copies of his books will be
available for purchase.

All are welcome to this
free event in the barn, and
donations are appreciated.
The museum is open for
viewing from 1 — 3:30 p.m.
with light refreshments.

For more information
about the museum - visit
www.keephomesteadmuse-
um.org.

Comedy

show in Brimfield

featuring Dan Altano

BRIMFIELD — Comedy
show featuring Dan Altano
on Friday, Sept. 12 at 11 a.m.
at the Brimfield Senior Cen-
ter located at 20 Main St. in
Brimfield. Dan has carved a
name for himself in stand-up
comedy by blending brutal
honesty, sharp wit, and gen-
uine heart into high-energy
performances. Whether he’s
reflecting on fatherhood,

marriage, or the hilarious
absurdities of everyday life,
Dan delivers every punchline
with a storyteller’s charm
and a Jersey-born edge.

He headlines come-
dy clubs and theaters na-
tionwide and was recently
named the National Comedic
Host of the 2025 “Best Of”
Awards, an event held in ma-
jor cities around the country

[ ]
Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry

facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo.
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible
apartments when available.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

EQUAL HOUS!
OPPORTUNITY

&

to honor top businesses.
Dan’s 2023  album,
Stand-Up Dad, debuted at
#1 on the iTunes Comedy
Charts and now plays in reg-
ular rotation on SiriusXM.
His comedy special of the
same name has been praised
for its relatability and con-
sistently laugh-out-loud mo-
ments. Coffee and snacks
will be served.
Join us for a laughing
good time right here at the
senior center.

St. Paul’s Church & Berkshire
Hills presents “The Saxy Guys”

PALMER - St. Paul’s
Church of Palmer is delight-
ed to host a joyful fall concert
featuring The Saxy Guys, a
dynamic saxophone ensem-
ble from Berkshire Hills Mu-
sic Academy (BHMA). The
performance will take place
on Sunday, September 28,
2025, from 3 to 4 p.m. at St.
Paul’s Church located at 1060
Central Street, Palmer, MA.

About the Concert

Audiences can look
forward to an uplifting af-
ternoon of lively, feel-good
music performed by BHMA
students and alumni. The pro-
gram will include spirited se-
lections from the saxophone
ensemble, as well as special
features by Wes Hunter.

Wes Hunter is a vocal

teacher at Berkshire Hills
Music Academy and also
serves as the Minister of Mu-
sic at St. Paul’s Church of
Palmer. He holds a Master’s
degree in Vocal Performance
from the Boston Conservato-
ry of Music and is a much-in-
demand performer through-
out Massachusetts and the
Boston area. His artistry and
leadership enrich both the
Academy and the St. Paul’s
music program, making his
participation in this concert a
true highlight.

A Celebration of Talent
& Community

Berkshire Hills Music
Academy, located in South
Hadley, is a unique post-sec-
ondary program for young
adults with intellectual and

developmental  disabilities.
Through music-infused
learning, students develop

vocational, social, and life
skills while sharing their love
of music with the community.

For more information,
please contact St. Paul’s
Church at (413) 283-8185 or
StPaulsUUChurch @ gmail.
com.
About St. Paul’s Church
of Palmer

Since 1876, St. Paul’s
has been a beacon of grace,
acceptance, and love in the
Palmer community.

The church offers Sun-
day worship at 10:00 AM
and is committed to provid-
ing spiritual enrichment, out-
reach programs, and welcom-
ing events for all.

Granite Valley School welcomes
new principal, Jordan Wissinger

MONSON - Granite Val-
ley School is proud to wel-
come Jordan Wissinger as its
new principal for the 2025-
2026 school year. Wissinger
brings a strong background

e Stump Grinding
e Bobcat Work

e Furnace Wood

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ® References
e Hazardous Tree Removal

e Lot Clearing ® Storm work

 Firewood $275/cord :

e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR ™
e Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
* 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  C: 978-888-1693

L SUIULTE T e L ===l F~=T11/1001 N} QO Jrsssstil ] B0

We are celebrating our
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.

Hours:

The Library Loft

Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Tues. 10am - 4pm - Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm - Fri. 10am-4pm - Sat. 10am-2pm

HoPE 1O SEE YOU THERE

Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

W W -

in instructional leadership,
technology integration, and
student success, having previ-
ously served as an administra-
tor and district instructional
technology coach in Hart-
ford. A passionate advocate
for innovation in education,
Wissinger has led districtwide
initiatives in esports, STEM,
and Al integration while also
championing equity, well-
ness, and family engagement.

“I'm so excited to join
the Granite Valley communi-
ty,” Wissinger shared. “This is
such a tight-knit district, and I

look forward to bringing pos-
itivity, innovation, and joy for
learning-for both our students
and adult learners alike.”

Wissinger, a Women of
Innovation finalist in Aca-
demic Innovation and Lead-
ership, is dedicated to sup-
porting teachers, empowering
students, and building strong
school-community  partner-
ships. Outside of school, she
enjoys cheering on her sons in
sports, playing board and vid-
eo games, and spending time
with family.

Monson water notice

MONSON - The Mon-
son Water Department will

“Join the team that does more by
9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new careerin 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call-or text:774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mcearthybus:com to apply

D

J.P. McCarthy & Sons

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM

be flushing fire hydrants be-
ginning Tuesday, Sept. 2 and
continuing throughout the
month during the day and
evening hours.

Visit the Water Depart-
ment’s web site at www.mon-
son-ma.gov for daily updates
as to the location and time we
will be flushing.

Bargain
clothing
sale Sept. 6

MONSON - Bargain
Clothing Clothing sale to take
place on Saturday, Sept. 6,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

At Monson-Glendale
United Methodist Church lo-
cated at corner of Main St. &
Cushman St.

The cost is $1.00 per bag,
Clothing for the entire family,
men, women and children.
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FOOTBALL

Panthers
get ready
to start
season

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER - The Palm-
er High School football team
began the 2024 campaign by
winning their first four games.
The Panthers would then only
win one of their final seven
games.

Palmer head coach Matt
Marciniec is hoping this year’s
squad plays well from start to
finish.

“We did get out of the
gate quickly last season, but
we then lost a couple of games
at the end of the season,” said
Marciniec, who’s entering
his sixth season as the varsity
football head coach. “We do
have a bunch of seniors, who
I’'m looking forward to watch-
ing play.”

Palmer 2024 victories
came against Pathfinder Tech
(40-7), Quaboag (27-26),
Easthampton (36-30), Mahar
Regional (36-6) and Green-
field (28-12). They finished
the season with a 5-6 overall
record.

The only players that the
Panthers lost to graduation are
Guillermo Rodriguez Rive-
ra, Julien Valentin, and Luis
Rivera Alicea, who were all
linemen.

Rivera was selected as the
56th annual Leonard J. Bailey

PANTHERS I page 10

FOOTBALL

Turley photos by
David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Anthony Arventos

heads up the field. K

L]

scrimmage as
season nears

PALMER - Last week, Pathfinder Region-
al football had a scrimmage with Chicopee High
School as the regular season approaches. The
Pioneers are scheduled to open up the regular
season against neighboring rival Palmer High
School next week. Pathfinder did have one final
scrimmage on Sept. 5 against Bishop Guertin
before facing the Panthers at Legion Field on
Sept. 12 at 7 p.m.

Cassion Kowalik looks for an open-
ing to go on a long rush.

Trevor Alexander hugs the football as he goes on a run.

SOCCER

Emma Maziarz
dribbles up the
field.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Jordyn Szado clears the ball away.

MONSON - Last week, Monson girls soccer
matched up with Chicopee in scrimmage action.
With recent league changes, Chicopee and Monson
are no longer scheduled to meet in the regular sea-
son, making a scrimmage a good matchup for the
two teams. Monson’s season opener is on the road
at Southwick Regional at 4 p.m. Their home opener
is against Amherst on Friday, Sept. 12 at 4:30 p.m.

Aubrey Hemm
sends a pass
up the field.

Lylia Ellis gets the touch and keeps the ball moving. Hannah Murphy focuses on the loose ball.
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Alete of Uhe Week

Anthony Arventos
Pathfinder

Arventos is set to be a big part of Pathfinder’s
offense coming up this season. He recently
tuned up in a scrimmage against Chicopee.

B dacebook.com/turleysports

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week,
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to
gscibelli@turley.com.

M Our Family
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Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

www.moultoninsurance.com

413-967-3327 -

ARBELLA

INSURANCE

Candlepin League News

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

Summer Edition

EAST BROOKFIELD -
The Summer Retirees league
concluded this past week at
Bogey Lanes in East Brook-
field.

After 14 weeks of league
candlepin bowling a cham-
pion has been crowned. The
CB’s, consisting of Leo
Doucette, Frank Kehir, Ron
Moreau, and Dick Lindsay,
finished in first place with a
record of 67-45. In second
place was the Army team,
Nancy Landry, Elaine Len-
gowski, Carol Christiansen,
and Tina Como, with a record
of 65-47.

Air Force finished in
third place with a record of
57-55. Coast Guard finished
in fourth place with a record
of 56-56. Green Berets fin-
ished in fifth with a record
of 49-63 and Jar Heads fin-
ished in sixth with a record
of 42-70.

This league took place

every Thursday afternoon for
14 weeks during the summer.
The league enjoyed coffee ev-
ery week provided by Bogey
Lanes.

In the final week, Army
bowled against Coast Guard.
In game one, Army defeat-
ed Coast Guard by a score
of 388-379. In game two,
Coast Guard won by a score
of 398-366. The final game of
the season was won by Coast
Guard, 401-357. The final
score was 1178-1111 in favor
of Coast Guard.

The next match was Air
Force bowling against the
CB’s. In game one, C.B.s
won by a score of 415-366.
In game two, it was a close
match, but CB’s won again by
a score of 398-397. In game
three, The CB.’s won again
for a three-game sweep over
Air Force, 409-400.

With eight points won
in the final week, the CB’s
pull ahead and take first
place to win the summer
league. The final score was
1222-1163 in favor of CB’s,
the 2025 Summer Retirees
league champions.

Green Berets bowled
against the Jar Heads in the
final week of league. In game
one, Jar Heads were victo-
rious by a score of 416-399.
In game two, Jar Heads won
again by a score of 432-382.
Jim Messier of Jar Heads, who
is supporting an 85 league av-
erage, broke the century mark
with 100 in game two.

In game three, Green Be-
rets won the last game by a
score of 412-408. Jar Heads
won total pinfall with a final
score of 1256-1193.

Individual high scores

For the women, the top
three high single games were
Pat Bacon with 107, Linda
Bonnayer with 105, and Do-
ris Kingsley with a 104. For
the men, Marc Vinciulla had
the highest single game with
a 144 and the highest series
of 356.

Ron Moreau had the
second highest single with
a 123 and Dick Lindsay had
the third highest single game
with a 122. The high series
for the women goes to Doris
Kingsley with a 280.

Panthers, Pioneers
lock up in scrimmage

PALMER - Last week,
both Pathfinder and Palmer
girls soccer got together for
scrimmage action with both
teams preparing for the reg-
ular season. The Panthers
opened against Greenfield,

and next face SICS on the
road Saturday, Sept. 6 at 1
p-m.

Their home opener is
Sept. 12 against Easthampton.
Pathfinder faced off with Lee
High School earlier this week

Evelyn Wood goes after the ball.

Evelynn Ladue passes out of traffic.

Shiloh Kibbe heads up the field.

the field.

Addison Doktor attempts a save.

Harper Brouillette heads up

in the season opener for both
teams. Coming up on Friday,
Sept. 5, the Pioneers have
their home opener on Com-
merce at 4 p.m. They will
face Renaissance on Tuesday,
Sept. 9 at 4 p.m.

Taylor Allen holds possession.
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Kayle Roy-Pina guides the ball up the field.

take

day, Aug. 23.

Warriors
part
in Tigers
jamboree |

SOUTH HADLEY - As
has become tradition in recent
years, Tantasqua Regional High
School girls soccer took part in
the South Hadley High School’s
annual girls soccer jamboree.
Tantasqua had a few short scrim-
mages at the event held on Satur-

The Warriors opened up their
regular season at Ludlow earli-
er this week, and have their first
home game on Thursday, Sept. 4
against Auburn at 3:30 p.m.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Hayden 0’Malley tries to steal possession.

Tess Alexander passes ahead of pressure.

PANTHERS 1 from page 9

Award winner. He received the
award during a ceremony held
at halftime of the final regu-
lar season home against rival
Ware.

The Bailey Award cere-
mony is scheduled to return
to Thanksgiving morning this
year.
The Panthers will be fac-
ing the Ludlow Lions for the
78th time on November 27 at
historic Legion Field.

“Playing on Thanksgiv-
ing morning is very special,”’
Marciniec said. “We’ve been
playing Ludlow on that day
for many years. We’re looking
forward to hosting this year’s
game.”

The Panthers senior night
ceremony will probably take a
little bit longer than it did last
season. The ten seniors listed
on the varsity roster are Matt
Santos, Dylan Doherty, Theo
Haley, Jordan Jones, Hunter
White, Brecken Gilman, Ko-
dah Laviolette, Jared Perry,
Gavin Smola, and Landon
Couture.

“All of the juniors from
last year’s team have returned,
which is huge for us,” Mar-
ciniec said. “Most of them
have been starters since they
were freshmen. They already
know what playing high
school football is all about. We
also had a large senior class in
2021.

The Panthers 2021 squad
posted a 7-1 regular season
record and qualified for the
inaugural Division 8 state
tournament. After defeating
Brighton High School, 45-18,
in a first round home game, the
Panthers suffered a 16-13 loss
to Oxford High School in the
Elite 8 game, which was also
held under the lights at Legion
Field.

White and Gilman, who
were eighth graders that sea-

son, are the only remaining
players from the playoff team.

Santos, who played sev-
eral games as a freshman, re-
turns as the Panthers starting
quarterback.

“Matt has been our start-
ing quarterback since his fresh-
man year,” Marciniec said.
“He has grown a lot during the
past couple of years. One area
where he has improved is his
passing game. He’s the leader
of our offense.”

Doherty, who rushed for
more than 1,000 yards as a ju-
nior, is another offensive threat
for the Panthers.

“Dylan is probably one of
the toughest kids that I've ever
coached,” Marciniec added.
“He’s very difficult for a de-
fense to tackle.”

Doherty is also a line-
backer.

White is also a running
back.

Junior Dylan Holbrook is
a wide receiver and T.J. Smola,
who’s an eighth grader, is list-
ed as a tight end. T.J.’s older
brother, Gavin, is both an of-
fensive lineman and defensive
end.

Laviolette is expecting
to be the starting center and
Couture, who had previously
been a tight end, will switch
to a guard position. Perry is a
tackle.

Another lineman is new-
comer Kaleb Hayes, who’s a
junior.

Perry and Couture, along
with sophomore Kayden Har-
vey, and freshman Dustin
Knoulton, attend Monson
High School. They’re able to
play football for the Panthers
as part of a co-op.

Palmer is scheduled to
open the 2025 season with
a non-league contest against
cross-town rival Pathfinder
Tech at Legion Field on Sep-
tember 12. Kickoff is slated for
7pm. The Pioneers will also be

playing their home games at
Legion Field this fall.

The Panthers didn’t have
much trouble celebrating a
season opening victory against
the Pioneers last year.

“It’s always a lot of fun
whenever we play Pathfind-
er,” Marciniec said. “All of the
kids know each other.”

The Panthers will also be
playing another non-league
home game against David
Prouty Regional of Spencer in
week two before making a bus
ride to historic Szot Park in
Chicopee to battle the Pacers
in another non-league match-
up.

Palmer will then play five
consecutive games against In-
tercounty North League foes
Greenfield, Athol, Franklin
County Tech, Mahar Regional,
and Ware.

Palmer and Ware are
scheduled to meet each other
on the gridiron for the 99th
time. This year’s contest will
be taking place on November
1 at Ware High School.

“I want to make sure that
every game that we play is
special for the players because
we only play eleven of them,”
Marciniec said. “But rivalry
games are always a little more
exciting. I always tell my play-
ers about the history of the
Ware game. It has been a few
years since we’ve beaten them,
but the past couple of games
have been very competitive.”

Ware, who squeaked out
a 7-6 road win last November,
will enter this year’s contest
with a 50-43-5 overall lead in
the series.

If the Panthers don’t qual-
ify for the Division 8 state
tournament, they’ll be playing
a couple of non-playoff games
before hosting rival Ludlow on
Thanksgiving morning.

The Panthers assistant
coaches are Jason Talbot, Jeff
Pardo and Maurice Payne.

RICHARD R. GREEN

www.richardgreeninsurance.com
Fax: 413-267-3496

—— Insurance Agency, Inc—— Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com
e AUTO ¢ HOME ¢ BUSINESS ¢ LIFE
e Great Locations ® Registry service .

urance

* Quotes gladly given ® We make housecalls (b

Please visit our website for an auto,
homeowners, or life insurance quotes
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OBINSON

TR E E S ERVICE
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Tree Trimming and Removal
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100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
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Children run across the playground and enjoy time on the swings.

Public notices

QUARRY I from page 1

smooth thanks to the support
of both staff and students.
“My experience so far
has been wonderful. The
staff has been amazing...
everyone’s positive and col-
laborative,” she said. “All the
classrooms look bright and
beautiful. I feel like it’s going
to be a great school year.”

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

John Lenahan, age 4, plays with chalk while families gather

nearby.

Beyond popsicles,
Manteria is already focused
on long-term improvements.
She and the school counsel-
or have updated the Positive
Behavioral  Interventions
and Supports (PBIS) sys-
tem with colorful icons and
visuals to make it more en-
gaging for young students.
Plans are also underway for
a new mural, designed by a
teacher who is also an art-
ist, to bring more color and
creativity into the building.

“We’re brightening
things up, putting bulletin
boards out, and really work-
ing to make the school en-
vironment more welcoming
for kids,” she noted.

Looking ahead, Quarry
Hill families can expect fa-
miliar favorites like the an-
nual Fall Festival and open
houses, but Manteria also
hopes to introduce more
creative events that give
students something to look
forward to beyond academ-
ics.

“School  should be
about learning, of course,
but also about joy,” she said.
“We want kids to have fun,
to connect with one anoth-
er, and to feel proud of their
school.”

As Quarry Hill students
finished their popsicles and
the drizzle gave way to sun-
shine, Manteria’s first event
as principal set the tone for
a year of both tradition and
fresh energy.

LEGAL NOTICE
MONSON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

Under the requirements of
M.G.L. Chapter 131 §40, the
Monson Conservation Commis-
sion will hold a public hearing
on Wednesday, September 17,
2025 at 7:00 PM in the Large
Meeting Room, Town Office
Building, 110 Main St. Under
consideration is a Request for
Determination of Applicability
to determine if the work asso-
ciated with the repair of a tile
drain within Riverfront Area for
the property located at 61 Wales
Road, identified as Assessor’s
Map 117, Parcel 049, is subject
to the Wetlands Protection Act.
The owners of the property are
Diana & George Roberts.

Monson Conservation
Commission
09/04/2025

COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
HAMPDEN, Div.
Probate & Family Court Dept.
HD25E0028PP

To John M Arooth, of West-
field, Dena M Plante and William
Plante of Monson, and James E.
Arooth of Monson, Hampden
County, and to all other persons
interested.

A petition has been presented
to said Court by Jill M. Arooth,
of Monson, Hampden County,
representing that they hold as
tenants in common and tenants
by the entirety, in an undivid-
ed part or share of land lying in
Monson, in the County of Hamp-
den, setting forth that they desire
that all of said land may be sold
at private sale or public auction
for not less than One Million
Dollars ($1,000,000.00) Dollars,
and praying that partition may
be made of all the land aforesaid
according to law, and to that end
that a commissioner be appoint-
ed to make such partition and be
ordered to make sale and convey-
ance of all, or any part of said
land which the Court finds cannot
be advantageously divided either

at private sale or public auction,
and be ordered to distribute the
net proceeds thereof after full ad-
judication of the equitable claims
contained in said petition and
supplemental memorandum filed
with the Court.

If you desire to object thereto,
you or your attorney, should file a
written appearance in said Court
at Springfield before ten o’clock
in the forenoon on the twentieth
day of October 2025, the return
day of this citation.

Witness, BARBARA M.
HYLAND, Esquire, First Justice
of said Court, this 12th day of
August 2025.

Rosemary A. Saccomani,
Register
09/04, 09/11, 09/18/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
MONSON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

Under the requirements of
M.G.L. Chapter 131 §40, the
Monson Conservation Commis-
sion will hold a public hearing
on Wednesday, September 17,
2025 at 7:20 PM in the Large
Meeting Room, Town Office
Building, 110 Main St. Under
consideration is a Request for
Determination of Applicability to
determine if the work associated
with the removal of trees within
Riverfront Area for the property
located at 109 Lakeshore Dr.,
identified as Assessor’s Map 003,
Parcel 045, is subject to the Wet-
lands Protection Act. The owners
of the property are David Henry
and Cheryl Menzies.

Monson Conservation
Commission
09/04/2025

PALMER
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40A, Section
11 M.G.L., the Planning Board
will hold a public hearing on
Monday, September 15, 2025,
at 7:00 PM in the Town Admin-
istration Building, 4417 Main
Street, Palmer, MA.

The applicant, Theodore Bon-

nayer, is seeking a Finding under
section 171.83K for the alter-
ation of a pre-existing noncon-
forming structure or use other
than a one family or two-family
dwelling on the property located
at 2063 Main Street, Three Riv-
ers, MA. The applicant is propos-
ing to replace the existing block
structure in the south-east corner
of the parcel with a storage shed.
This parcel is also known as As-
sessor’s Map 71, Lot 105.

A copy of the application may
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard
on the application can contact
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s
(MNPA) website (http://mass
publicnotices.org).

Norman Czech, Chairman
08/28, 09/04/2025

PALMER
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40A, Section
11 M.G.L., the Planning Board
will hold a public hearing on
Monday, September 15, 2025,
at 7:10 PM in the Town Admin-
istration Building, 4417 Main
Street, Palmer, MA.

The applicant, Twin Golden
Realty of MA LLC,, is seeking a
Special Permit and Site Plan Ap-
proval as allowed under sections
171.28, 171.29, & 171.69 to re-
develop the former Thorndike
School building to accommodate
fourteen residential apartments
on the property located at 4023
Main Street, Palmer. These par-
cels are also known as Assessor’s
Map 82, Lot 95.

A copy of the application may
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30

$1200/week

207-607-9333

FIVE ISLANDS

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

« Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

AM to 4:30 PM Monday through
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard
on the application can contact
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s
(MNPA) website (http://mass
publicnotices.org).

Norman Czech, Chairman
08/28, 09/04/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD25P1753EA
Estate of:
FRANCIS C BRONSON
Date of Death: JULY 30, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner LORI-ANN
DYER of FEEDING HILLS,
MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

LORI-ANN DYER of FEED-
ING HILLS, MA

has been informally appointed
as the Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without surety
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting

NURSES: TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR
CAREER & MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

+/ Become a Private Patient Advocate

 High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule
 Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance |
 Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

mem
ENTREPRENEUR

@ www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com

the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

09/04/2025

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
HAMPDEN, Div.
Probate & Family Court Dept.
HD25E0025PP

To Diana M Landry, of Fisk-
dale, Worcester County, and to
all other persons interested.

A petition has been presented
to said Court by John J. Buday,
of Brimfield, Hampden County,
representing that they hold as
Joint Tenants with Right of Sur-
vivorship in an undivided part or
share of land lying in Brimfield,
in the County of Hampden, set-
ting forth that they desire that all
of said land may be sold at pri-
vate sale or public auction for not
less than Three Hundred Nine-
ty-Five Thousand ($395,000.00)
Dollars, and praying that parti-
tion may be made of all the land
aforesaid according to law, and to
that end that a commissioner be
appointed to make such partition
and be ordered to make sale and
conveyance of all, or any part of
said land which the Court finds
cannot be advantageously divid-
ed either at private sale or public
auction, and be ordered to distrib-
ute the net proceeds thereof after
full adjudication of the equitable
claims contained in said petition
and supplemental memorandum
filed with the Court.

If you desire to object there-
to, you or your attorney, should
file a written appearance in said
Court at Springfield before ten
o’clock in the forenoon on the
twenty-third day of September
2025, the return day of this cita-
tion.

Witness, BARBARA M.
HYLAND, Esquire, First Justice
of said Court, this 23rd day of
July 2025.

Rosemary A. Saccomani,
Register
08/21, 08/28, 09/04/2025

Legal Notice
Public Hearing
Town of Wales
The Board of Selectmen will
hold a public hearing in the Of-
fice of the Board of Selectmen
located at the Town Offices, 3
Hollow Road, Wales, MA on
September 10, 2025 at 6:00
p.m., to consider a request by
Massachusetts Electric Company
d/b/a National Grid and Verizon
New England, Inc to allow Na-
tional Grid to install 1 JO Pole on
Monson Rd beginning at a point
approximately 95 feet northeast
of the centerline of the intersec-
tion of Monson Rd and Reed Hill
Rd. Install (1) 40’ Class 3 pole
on southeast side of Monson Rd.
New Pole will be installed 89’
southwest of Pole 52. Located
between Pole 52 and Pole 53 in
existing course of line. The doc-
uments and maps related to this
matter are available for review
from the Executive Secretary
during regular business hours.
Wales Board of Selectmen
08/28, 09/04/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
MONSON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

Under the requirements of
M.G.L. Chapter 131 §40, the
Monson Conservation Commis-
sion will hold a public hearing
on Wednesday, September 17,
2025 at 7:10 PM in the Large
Meeting Room, Town Office
Building, 110 Main St. Under
consideration is a Request to
Amend the Order of Conditions
issued for DEP File# 228-372 for
dam maintenance and repairs to
include both dams and spillways
for the property located at Asses-
sors Map 005, Parcel 034Q. The
property owners are the Pulpit
Rock Pond Preservation Trust.

Monson Conservation
Commission

09/04/2025

Y
!

7

BOOK A CALL TODAY
WITH TERI FRYKENBERG



September 4, 2025

I THE JOURNAL REGISTER

PAGE 13

Obituaries

Paul R. Girard

1969-2025

MONSON -
Paul Romeo Girard,
56, was born on
August 12, 1969, in
Southbridge, Massa-
chusetts. He grew up
in Belchertown and
attended Pathfinder
Tech where he found
his passion for ma-
chining and later de-
veloped a love for tool making.

Paul was dedicated to be-
ing fit, eating healthy, and most
of all working out. Healthy
eating and staying in shape
were a way of life for him. He
approached life with intense
energy and curiosity like no
other, always ready to learn or
try something new.

Paul was a man of many
talents and endless determina-
tion. He opened his first busi-
ness, Granite Mfg., in 2000
and in 2006 acquiring Vulcan
Metal Products both Monson.
He had a gift for envisioning
anything that needed to be built
and the skill to bring it to life.
There wasn’t anything Paul
couldn’t do, from carpentry,
electrical, plumbing, welding,
building, designing and every-
thing in between. If something
needed to be created, Paul
could build it.

But beyond his work,
what truly defined Paul was his
heart. He was caring, generous,
and deeply loyal. He was the
kind of man who would give
you the very shirt off his back
without hesitation. Always
social, Paul loved connecting
with others. He carried both
intelligence and compassion,
and he never turned away from
someone in need.

Paul truly cherished his
time with his grandchildren.
He enjoyed taking them to vis-
it some of his favorite places.
Such as a nearby lake to go
swimming, or Flynt park to go
sledding in the winter. Spend-
ing time with his grandchildren
teaching and playing filled his
heart.

Paul loved his wife deeply
and with all that he had. They
built their home together over
the past 3 years into a sanctu-
ary for family and friends to
gather. Paul and his wife trav-
eled as much as they could to
places like Jamaica, Domini-
can, Florida, Montana, Texas,
Maine, California, Las Vegas,
Arizona, and his favorite place
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of all, the beautiful
White  Mountains
of NH where he got
married.

Paul is survived
by his cherished and
deeply loved wife,
Susy (Cadieux) Gi-
rard. His sons Ben-
jamin and Logan
Girard, and daugh-
ters Tarrah Girard
and her partner Nate
Madell and Tonya Blanchard
and her husband Joshua. He
also had a special place in his
heart for his stepdaughters
Emily Smith, Sarah Durao and
her husband Christopher. Sib-
lings Ray Girard and Patrick
Poirier, Robert Poirier, Aline
Madden, Cathy Alicea. He
leaves his cherished grandchil-
dren Joshua Jr., Jaxon, Marilyn
and Madelyn Blanchard, along
with his step-grandchildren Ol-
iver and Juniper Durao. Paul’s
long-time employees, Jacob
Foisy, Joel Sherman and his
best friend, Andre Cadieux.
His parents Roger and Alice
Girard, Robert and Claudette
Poirier. Paul truly cherished his
family, friends and community.

Paul will be remembered
for his strength, kindness, and
the way he always made peo-
ple feel supported and cared
for. He truly could do anything,
and his memory will live on in
the countless lives he touched.

Family and Friends are
invited to gather for a Celebra-
tion of life at Paul and Susy’s
Home on 18 Elm Street Mon-
son, MA 01057 Saturday, Sept.
6, 2025 from 2 p.m. till every-
one goes home. We will be
celebrating his memory with
food, activities he loved, and
invite anyone who wants to say
something in his honor.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions in Paul’s
name can be made to:

Paul Girard Memorial
Scholarship Fund, Pathfinder
Tech Vocational High School,
240 Sykes Street, Palmer, MA
01069

Lombard Funeral Home
of Monson has been entrusted
with Paul’s arrangements. For
online condolences please vis-
it www.lombardfuneralhome.
com.

Donald A. Plantier

1948-2025

PALMER -
Donald A. Plantier,
76, born on Aug. 26,
1948, in Springfield,
MA, passed away
peacefully at home
on Aug. 24, 2025.

Donald worked
as a machine op-
erator at Pierson
Industries in Palm-
er, MA, for over 30 years,
before moving on to Ideal
Kitchens in Chicopee, where
he worked for an additional
10 years until his retirement.
His commitment to his career
was matched only by his pas-
sion for his hobbies. He loved
watching NASCAR, wood-

working, playing
pool, fishing, and
riding  motorcy-
cles.

He leaves
behind his loving
wife, Marjorie
(Tassinari) Plant-
ier; his son, Tony
Garceau and Lisa;
his daughter, Kel-
leen Benway; his
step-brother, Scott
Plantier and sister-in law Lu-
cille Tassinari; He also leaves
his grandchildren, Nickole
Goding, Owen Benway, Mer-
isa Garceau, Tyler Garceau,
and Joseph Garceau, along
with his great-grandchildren,
Ariana Goding and Jayden
Medina.

Donald was preceded in
death by his parents, Norman
and Dorothy (Burns) Plantier;
his brother, Norman Plantier;
and his granddaughter, Abi-
gail Benway. He will be re-
membered fondly by all who
knew him.

Services are private and
have been entrusted to Lom-
bard Funeral Home of Mon-
son. For those wishing to
make a memorial contribution
in Donald’s memory please
consider Second Chance Ani-
mal Rescue 111 Young Road
East Brookfield, 01515 or to
Dakin Humane Society PO
Box 6307 Springfield, MA
01101. For on-line condolenc-
es please visit www.lombard-
funeralhome.com.

DEATH NOTICES

Sarah A. Arnold

Died Sept. 1, 2025
Services Sep. 9, 2025
Lombard Funeral Home

Paul R. Girard
Celebration of life

Sept. 6, 2025

Lombard Funeral Home

Donald A. Plantier
Died Aug. 24, 2025
Services are private
Lombard Funeral Home

Robert P. Raymond

Died Aug. 23, 2025
Services were private

Beers & Story Funeral Home

Phyllis A. White

Died Aug. 30, 2025
Services Sept. 7, 2025
Beers & Story Funeral Home

PALMER - Robert P.
Raymond, 95, passed away on
August 23, 2025, at Baystate
Wing Hospital in Palmer.

Born in Ware, Massachu-
setts, on Dec. 22, 1929, he was
the son of the late Percy and
Germaine (LaBelle) Raymond.
Robert grew up and spent his
entire life in the Three Rivers
section of Palmer.

Robert P

He proudly served his
country in the U.S. Army
during the Korean War and
later worked for many years at
the former Monsanto Compa-
ny, from which he retired. He
was a member of the Western
Massachusetts Chapter of the
Knights of Columbus.

In his leisure time, Robert
enjoyed golfing, visiting the ca-

Raymond EE

sino, bowling, and square danc-
ing. Above all, he cherished
time spent with his family.

In 2014, Robert was
predeceased by his beloved
wife, Corrine E. (Bradway)
Raymond, and in 2009 by his
daughter, Donna Goudreau. He
was also predeceased by his
brother, Paul Raymond, and
his parents.
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Robert’s memory will for-
ever be treasured by his two
sons, Fr. David Raymond and
Steve Raymond and his wife,
Chris, along with four grand-
children: Katie and Josh Ray-
mond, and Sarah and Colby
Goudreau.

Services were held pri-
vately at Beers and Story
Palmer Funeral Home.

Phyllis A. White, beloved
wife, mother, and grand-
mother, died at home in Lud-
low, Massachusetts, on Aug.
30, 2025, at the age of 78.
Born in Paterson, New Jersey
she was the daughter of Her-
man and Dorothy (Streelman)
Hoffman, both of whom pre-
deceased her.

She is survived by her
husband, Attorney Joseph R.
White, with whom she shared
40 wonderful years of mar-
riage and her daughter, Su-
san Murphy and her husband
Daniel of Belchertown, her
two stepchildren Elizabeth
L. Chouinard and her hus-
band Robert of South Hadley,
MA, and Peter White of New
Hampshire. She was prede-
ceased by her brother Glenn
Hoffman but is survived by

Phyllis A. White

his wife Donna Mau-
rice-Hoffman of Lud-
low. She embraced
her role as Mimi, a
loving grandmother to
eight cherished grand-
children, who brought
her immense joy and
pride.

She was raised in
New Jersey and then
lived in Belchertown
for 47 yeas until re-
cently moving to Ludlow in
2004. Phyllis’s educational
journey culminated in a Mas-
ter’s degree in Higher Edu-
cation Administration from
the University of Massachu-
setts at Ambherst. Her career
was marked by significant
achievements, including her
role as Programs Director at
the Franklin/Hampshire Ca-

reer Center in
Northampton,
from which she
retired in 2016
after 16 fulfilling
years. Her earlier
work as the Assis-
tant Ombudsman
at the University
of Massachusetts
at Ambherst was
notable as well.
Phyllis was an
active participant in her com-
munity, serving on the Town
of Belchertown Finance Com-
mittee from 1976 to 1982 and
as Vice Chair and Chairman
of the School Committee from
1987 to 1993. She was also a
proud member of the Order
of Eastern Star Belchertown/
Ambherst Chapter.

Beyond her professional

and civic engagements, Phyl-
lis found joy in gardening,
baking, and exploring tag
sales, hobbies that reflected
her nurturing spirit and cre-
ativity.

Family and friends are
invited to pay their respects
during calling hours on Sun-
day, Sept. 7, 2025, from 2 to
5 p.m. at the Beers & Story
Belchertown Funeral Home.
A funeral service will be held
on Monday at 12:15 p.m., fol-
lowed by burial at 2 p.m. at
the Massachusetts Veterans’
Memorial Cemetery in Aga-
wam.

In lieu of flowers, the
family requests that donations
be made in Phyllis’s memo-
ry to the Belchertown Senior
Center for the Grief Support
Program.

Sarah A. Arnold

1943-2025

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— Sarah A. Arnold, 81, born on
November 29, 1943, in Spring-
field, MA, passed away peace-
fully on September 1, 2025,
surrounded by the love of her
family. She dedicated many
years to her career as a direct
care attendant at Monson De-
velopmental Center, where she
touched the lives of many.

Sarah attended Monson
Schools until she moved to
Brattleboro, VT, where she

graduated from Brat-
tleboro High School.
She will be remem-
bered for her loving
personality, always
enjoying family gath-
erings and listening
to the stories and hap-
penings in her loved
ones’ lives. Growing
up on a farm, she had
a lifelong love for
animals, keeping nu-
merous cats and dogs through-
out the years. Her hobbies
included crocheting beautiful
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afghans for her fam-
ily, tending to her
beloved garden, and
being an enthusiastic
Red Sox fan.

Sarah is sur-
vived by her daugh-
ter, Pamela A.
Gustafson and her
husband Frank of
Monson; her son,
Daniel R. Arnold Sr.
and his wife Brooke
L. (Warren) of Worcester;
her sisters, Margaret R. Sul-
livan and her husband Phillip

of Monson, and Florence M.
Dupuis of Ludlow. She leaves
behind her cherished grandchil-
dren, Elizabeth, Geno, Wesley,
and Daniel Gustafson, Oliver,
Daniel Jr., and Eleanor Arnold,
and great-grandchildren Lor-
raine and Preston.

She was preceded in death
by her husband, Armand J.
Arnold; her son, Andrew J.
Arnold; her brother, David W.
Isham; and her parents, Wesley
N. and Lillian M. (Hill) Isham.

Visitation will be held on
Monday, September 8, 2025,

from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Lom-
bard Funeral Home, located at 3
Bridge St. in Monson, MA. The
funeral service will take place
the following day, Tuesday,
September 9, 2025, at 10 a.m.
at the same location, followed
by burial at Hillcrest Cemetery
in Monson.

In lieu of flowers memo-
rial contributions may be made
to the Monson Open Pantry, PO
Box 566, Monson, MA 01057.

For online condolences
please visit www.lombard
funeralhome.com.

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

Full-Time Police Officer

The Warren Police Department is accepting applications for the position of full time
Police Officer. Applicants do not have to be academy trained, but academy trained are
preferred. Must be willing to work weekends, nights and holidays.

Responsibilities include responding to emergency and non-emergency calls for
Police, Fire and Ambulance services. It is preferred that applicants currently possess
valid certification as a Police Officer. Candidates must have strong interpersonal,
verbal, and written communication skills. Preferences include an associate degree or
higher in criminal justice, serve in the US military, or experience as a Police Officer.

The Patrolmen’s contract provides an education incentive and a candidate with prior
experience may also be considered to start at a higher step of pay.

Resumes and cover letters will be accepted until position is fill to the attention of Lt.

Haluchs

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorlals.com

Granite Benches

Ludlow, MA 1| 583-650

Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St

8

Kyle Whitcomb, WPD PO Box 606, Warren, MA 01083 or Whitcomb@warren-ma.gov.

The Town of Warren is an EOE.
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tile floor that generations of
students knew is gone, re-
placed with a sleek new grid
pattern design that creates a
more modern and welcoming
atmosphere. “The kids love it
already. We’ve had so many
comments about how incred-
ible it looks, and we’re really
pleased with the response.”

The cafeteria overhaul
complements a student-cre-
ated mural installed last year
with the help of a local artist.
“It’s become a centerpiece of
the space,” Duda noted, add-
ing that the updated look ties
together the sense of history
and innovation that Pathfinder
represents.

Beyond cosmetic im-
provements, the school has
invested heavily in its techni-
cal programs. The electrical
shop alone is receiving near-
ly $1 million in renovations,
with brand-new tools, bench-
es, paint, storage, and updated
classrooms. Duda estimates
the project is already 85 per-
cent complete and expects
it to be fully finished within
weeks.

“It’s pretty impres-
sive,” he said, gesturing to
the new workstations and
Milwaukee tool sets lin-
ing the shop. “We’ve in-
vested about $800,000 into
this space, and it’s going
to make a huge difference
for our students’ hands-on

learning experience.”

Much of the work has
been supported by grant
funding. Pathfinder has se-
cured $1.25 million in awards
to date, including a $100,000
grant specifically for techni-
cal program upgrades.

Other updates around
the building include freshly
painted walls, new flooring,
and fully replaced lockers.
The gymnasium has a refin-
ished floor and new doors,
while the school’s on-site
restaurant now boasts new
carpet, a refurbished window
graphic, and an updated din-
ing space for the community.

One change that may
seem small but carries sym-
bolic weight is the addition of
a new sign over what is now
officially called the Panek
Street entrance. “For five de-
cades, there was never a sign
out here,” Duda said. “Peo-
ple coming in the back way
for events always felt a little
lost. Now, it feels like a true
entrance where guests and
families are welcomed.”

Duda, who is beginning
his 20th year in the Pathfind-
er district and fifth year as
superintendent, reflected on
the timing of the renovations.
“August 20 was the first day
of my 20th year here. I came
as a student, I worked as a
principal, and now as super-
intendent it’s incredible to see
how far we’ve come,” he said.

Duda added that the start

of the new school year has
been especially strong. “I
think it’s one of the best starts
I can remember. The response
from kids and parents has
been uplifting. We’re off to
the races in a good way.”

With renovations nearly
complete and students set-
tling in, Pathfinder’s refreshed
campus reflects both its histo-
ry and its commitment to pre-
paring the next generation. As
Duda put it, “When you im-
prove something that already
has good bones, it’s better
than new.”
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The electrical classroom is still a work in progress as students

start their classes.

PATHFINDER REGIO

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Above, Superintendent Eric Duda of Pathfinder Technical High
School. Left, The brand new Panek St. entrance sign.

The brand new mural that was added to the cafeteria’s current
mural at the beginning of August.

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

The book vending machine that is in conjunction with their PBIS (Positive Behavioral Interventions

and Supports) program.
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ing ease students into the year.
Grades 1 through 6 began last
week, while kindergarteners
arrive this week and preschool-
ers will join next week. “It has
been a great start,” Riopel said.
“The kids are in place and ev-
erything’s looking good. We’re
very excited for a new school
year.”

Several highly anticipated
events are already on the calen-
dar. The school’s Open House
will be held on September 18
from 4 to 6 p.m., and this year
it will once again be paired
with the Scholastic Book Fair.
Last year’s book fair raised a
notable sum for school pro-
grams, and Riopel said she is
hopeful this year will build on
that success.

Other early-year high-
lights include kindergarten ori-
entation this week, preschool
orientation next week, and the
school’s annual grandparents’
breakfast for third grade stu-
dents, a tradition cherished by
families.

Riopel was especially en-
thusiastic about the school’s

growing band program, now
entering its second year. Stu-
dents in grades 4-6 make up
the junior band, designed to
prepare young musicians for
the high school program.

A particularly exciting op-
portunity lies ahead this spring:
the Springfield Thunderbirds
hockey team has invited the
OMP band to perform on the
ice in April. “The kids will
be down on the ice playing,”’
Riopel said. “We are super ex-
cited.”

To support the band’s new
ventures, students will soon
launch a Krispy Kreme fund-
raiser to help cover costs for
uniforms and trips. “Now that
we’re going on some important
little trips to highlight our band,
we need to get shorts,” Riopel
explained.

This fall, the school is
also expanding its after-school
enrichment programs. Along
with familiar offerings like
yearbook and newspaper clubs,
students can look forward to an
introductory Spanish class and
a hiking club.

“These programs really
give students the chance to ex-

plore new interests outside of
the regular school day,” Riopel
said.

Another unique feature
at Old Mill Pond is its Inchy
book vending machine, part of
the school’s PBIS (Positive Be-
havioral Interventions and Sup-
ports) program. Each month,
students who are recognized
as being “‘safe, respectful, and
responsible” receive a special
token they can use to select a
book.

“It’s a big highlight here,”
Riopel said. “It encourages kids
to be on their best behavior, and
they love having the chance to
pick out a book of their own.”

As the year unfolds,
Riopel said families should
stay connected through the
school’s Facebook page and
newsletters, where updates on
upcoming events, fundraisers,
and new programs are shared.

“We are so excited,” she
said. “We have our traditional
events returning, but we’re also
bringing in some new things.
We’ve got some great com-
munity activities coming, and
this is going to be a wonderful

EL)

year.

DEADLINE

The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline for public submissions to
Mondays. To get your submission in for that week’s edition space permitting,
email Editor at journalregster@turley.com or call the office at 413-283-8393
by noon on Mondays. We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

TAG SALE

SEPTEMBER 5-6-7. 24 Pine View
Street, Palmer 01069. Fri. 5pm - dusk;
Saturday 9am-dusk; Sunday 10-3.
Quaboag mobile home park.

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item
or entire estate.

Call Paul
413-206-8688.

ANTIQUES AND OLD
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x*xxxxx & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

BUILT 'N POWERED. Serving all your
electrical and construction needs. Fully
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10%
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #1045405

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HEATING &
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING &
COOLING LLC.
Now is the time to get your AC, Heating &
Water Heater cleanings before the winter.
413-275-4408

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229.
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction
supervisor.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

TUNE-UPS

E UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

MASONRY

C===]

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work
Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542

cimasonryhardscape
@gmail.com

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE
FRIDAY AT NOON

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

413-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned,
Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

MONEY MAKER

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

A Call We Haul o
Finish C try o
FAST REMOVAL Finish Carpentry..
Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts. Painting * & more!
We load it & take it. B
413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED (413) 687'5552
\ J
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Basg Price
2 | 22 | B | 2 o
%5 Beeiznso | 26 Beszam| 27 Beetzise| 28 B abo0
2 Pesanso | 30 Bosarny| 31 Pessiso| 32 P00
33 Beimse | 34 B gsion| 39 Beetase| 36 B a0
37 Besaamn | 38 B anoo| 39 Bessann| 40 B0
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard L VISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

¢ owmnmw

BRIFELD

STURBRIDGE

WALES (_ HoLLAND

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

COUNSELING

LIFE COACH BELLE
LIFECOACHBELLE@RYAHO0.COM
413-330-4013
Helping you bring structure
and meaning to your life.

AUTO

CASH FOR
JUN
ABLE

AND REPA

C

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

GMC AND CORVETTE NOS PARTS
and repair items, collection of metal signs,
car books, repair manuals and literature.
All at very good prices. Call for information
413-531-6835.

CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33, 2
SLIDE OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $9500. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

MAINTENANCE
20 to 25 hours per week.

Experience required in all aspects of
property maintenance and repair. Work in-
cludes, but is not limited to: snow removal,
electrical, plumbing, painting, carpentry,
and grounds keeping. Must be available
every other week for on call emergen-
cy maintenance requests. Valid driver’s
license and clean driving record. Profes-
sional references required. Criminal back-
ground check required. Insurance and full
state benefits package available.

Please submit resume to:
Wilbraham Housing Authority
88 Stony Hill Rd.,
Wilbraham, Ma 01095
Deadline for resumes 12 PM, September

19, 2025. Equal Opportunity Employer

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an oil
truck driver $35-$40/hr. full time or part-
time. Squier will provide help with en-
dorsements and CDL training for the right
candidate! Email: squieroil@verizon.
net. Call 413-267-3184 or visit us at 5
Squier Ave., Monson, MA. Monday-Friday.

Town of Blandford

is seeking a fulltime ASSISTANT
TREASURER/COLLECTOR.
Pay range $29.50-$37.50/hour.

Please visit our website for full job

description.
Submit resume to Administrator@
townofblandford.com

COMMERCIAL
REAL ESTATE

SHOP, WAREHOUSE, GARAGE, light
industrial, yard space, contractor space/
yard for rent. 2k to 4k sq. ft. indoor space
available. Large yard/outdoor parking
available. Location: 1317 Federal St.,
Belchertown, MA. Contact Ben 413-
372-2216.

FOR RENT

4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5/baths,
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities.
1st/last/security. References and proof of
income required. Call 413-589-0401.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

| L sar |
=Y

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
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GUTTER GUARD

WINDOW WORLD’S COMPLETE
GUTTER SYSTEM HAS YOU COVERED

The double membrane keeps debris The suction created by the action of
from getting inside the gutter. The the two membranes increases the
offset holes make it the perfect filter, drainage capacity to three times the
allowing water to drain freely while volume of the heaviest storms, allowing
blocking pine needles and leaves the lower membrane to draw water
without ever getting clogged. through larger perforations.

Contact us to learn more about protecting your home!

W o
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OF WESTERN MASS

*With approved credit. Call for details.

REQUEST A FREE ESTIMATE
413-485-7335

Belchertown * Westfield
Adams

ADVOCATE H1 WINDOW & DOOR A DHG Special Section BEST HOME RENOVATOR

f
w BEST % INSTALLATION MM BEST WINDOWS & DOORS
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THE VALLEY" #1 GARAGE DOOR BEST LOCAL
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