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School 
Committee 
discusses 
enrollment, 
upcoming 
fundraisers

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – Last week, the 
town’s School Committee held its 
final meeting ahead of the schools 
opening.

The meeting opened with Su-
perintendent Cheryl Clarke updat-
ing the Committee about the New 
Student Barbecue, as well as the 
starting dates for different grades. 
She then announced that school 
representatives will have a booth 
at two events this month, including 
Lights of Hope on Sunday, Sept. 10, 
and Safety Night Out on Thursday, 
Sept. 14, to provide information 
about the schools.

Additionally, Clarke spoke 
about the annual bus tour.

“It was a beautiful afternoon 
and evening,” she said. “We had 40 
of our staff, administrators, counsel-
ors, support staff, all different units 
were there, and we loaded up 250 
bags of school supplies onto buses.”

Clarke described the three des-
tinations of the tour, stopping at 
Adams Hometown Market, where 
she said the parking lot was full, 
then going to River Hollow, and 
concluding the tour at Westview 
Creamery, which Clarke described 
as “mobbed.”

“I want to thank all of the staff 
members who joined me on the 
bus tour and all of the families and 
friends who came out,” Clarke said. 
“It was really a great event.”

Clarke also thanked Katherine 
Watts and the teachers involved in 
the Summer Acceleration Academy, 
which concluded on Friday with a 
celebration.

“It was really a big success,” 
Clarke said. “We’re hoping that it’ll 
show some gains for our kids.”

Clarke updated the Committee 
on McCarthy Transportation taking 
over the van division, saying that—
with the exceptions of people retir-
ing or moving out of the district—
employees were largely retained, 
“so it will be the same familiar fac-
es...driving your children for their 
van transportation.”

“So far the vans have netted the 
town $74,000,” Clarke said, adding 
that “about $30,000 worth of equip-
ment went to the Highway Depart-
ment, and we anticipate another 
$100,000 for the additional vans 
that will be sold that will also go 
into the town general fund.”

Clarke then updated the Com-
mittee on this year’s enrollment.

“We have enrolled 29 new 
students over the summer,” Clarke 
said, adding that this is up by three 
students from last year.

Clarke said that, although num-
bers are low compared to some pre-
vious years, the number of students 
going out of the district to other 
schools is nearly equal to the num-
ber of students from other districts 
who come into Monson via school 
choice.

The president of the Parent 
Teacher Student Association, De-
nise Newland, approached the 
Committee to remind the public of 
their upcoming elections, and that 
meetings are on the first Wednes-
day of the month from 6:30-7 p.m. 
at Quarry Hill School and will be 
streamed for people who cannot at-
tend in person.

“We have some good activi-

The meeting took place 
at the Wilbraham Police 
Department 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM -- Quorums of 
five Select Boards and Town Councils 
came together on Aug. 29 for a re-
gional government meeting discussing 
varying topics affecting the region. 

The quorums included the Wil-
braham Select Board, Hampden Select 

Board, Longmeadow Select Board, 
Monson Select Board and the East 
Longmeadow Town Council. 

Additionally, Bruce Adams and 
Cheryl Spinks from State Rep. Angelo 
Puppolo’s office (D-Springfield) were 
in attendance. 

Other state legislators were unable 
to attend. 

Regional Dispatch
Regional Communications Di-

rector at Central Dispatch, Anthony 
Gentile, explained how Wilbraham and 
Hampden merged three years ago and 

Select Boards and Councils gather for regional meeting

By Michael Harrison
Correspondent

PALMER — Not everyone in 
town has complaints about their 
municipal water, but many do, de-
scribing what comes out of their 
taps as “swampy,” “dirty” and 
“pond scum” – to cite just a few of 
the adjectives used in various on-
line posts.

Depending on where residents 
live, water is provided either from 
private wells or one of four wa-
ter districts: Palmer, Bondsville, 
Thorndike and Three Rivers. Each 
is its own municipality and has a 

fire department serving the town 
and its villages. Complaints over 
water quality encompass all of 
them.

“We never get sick of com-
plaints,” said Larry Jasak, chair-
man of the Palmer Water District 
Board of Commissioners. “We like 
to hear them so we know there’s a 
problem. We want to address peo-
ple’s concerns. When people call 
us we address the issues.”

Customers will have an oppor-
tunity to air their complaints for 
the record at the next Palmer Wa-
ter District meeting scheduled for 
Wednesday, Sept. 14, at 4:15 p.m., 

at the district’s office at 10 Walnut 
St.

He can’t speak for other dis-
tricts, but Jasak said he believes 
complaints are few in proportion 
to the number of customers his 
district serves, and that most issues 
are due to normal maintenance 
like flushing lines and hydrants. 
Excessive rain can also disrupt the 
system, causing tap water to run 
brown with sediment when initial-
ly turned on.

Jasak also said required waW-
Wer quality tests show his dis-
trict’s water consistently meets or 
exceeds standards. The reports are 

available on the town’s website.
Recently, he said, “we had a 

perfect storm with excessive rain 
and then a big fire on Wilbraham 
Street that took a lot of water out of 
the hydrants.”

Some customers said they 
think the problem is more complex.

King Street resident Joshua 
Menard said his water runs brown 
24/7, and he has resorted to using a 
reverse osmosis filter that catches a 
thick collection of sediment daily.

“I’ve never called the water 
department,” Menard said, though 
he did register a complaint with the 
state.

“I just change the sediment fil-
ter often. I know they say it’s from 
flushing the pipes, but this is a fair-
ly new phenomenon that’s been 
happening ever since they dug up 
the road near CVS,” Menard said, 
referring to repair work that was 
needed to fix a sinkhole that devel-
oped after a water main leak last 
year.

“That’s when I noticed a big 
change in how often the sediment 
filter gets completely contaminat-
ed,” he said. “Without the filter, it’s 
brown almost daily.” Menard said 

Water quality draws a flood of complaints
PALMER

Palmer
receives 
$1.35M
CDBG grant

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER –Palmer has re-
ceived a Community Development 
Block Grant in the amount of $1.35 
million and intends to repair and re-
place infrastructure on Maple Street 
and create a project design for Ma-
ple Terrace. 

According to Town Manag-
er Ryan McNutt the grant was 
achieved through a collaborative ef-
fort among town departments such 
as the Three Rivers’ Water District 
and Palmer’s Community Develop-
ment Department.  

“The plan is to use the funds to 
repair and replace water lines, sew-
er lines and sidewalks in the Maple 
Street and Maple Terrace neighbor-
hood of Three Rivers,” said McNutt. 

Community Development Di-
rector John Latour said the grant 
will fund the selected neighborhood 
as part of a two-part project, with 
Maple Street being the first priority, 
and Maple Terrace being the sec-
ond. 

According to Latour, the Com-
munity Development Department is 
completing a procurement package 
at this time. 

Latour said he believes the pro-
curement package will be complet-
ed within the next couple of months, 
with hopes to have a contractor by 
spring, and an engineer for the proj-
ect within the next two months. 

“We are in the very early stag-
es. We just received the award noti-
fications and there are a lot of things 
you have to do to move forward 
with putting the package together,” 
said Latour. 

He said $1, 077, 215 of the 
grant has been budgeted for the de-
sign and infrastructure of the Maple 

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
A wide shot of quorums 
of the Wilbraham Select 
Board, Hampden Select 
Board, East Longmeadow 
Town Council, Longmeadow 
Select Board, Monson 
Select Board and Ludlow 
Select Board and two 
representatives from State 
Rep. Angelo Puppolo’s 
office (D-Springfield) 
discussing issues affecting 
the region during the Aug. 
29 Regional Government 
Meeting at the Wilbraham 
Police Department. 

COMMUNITYAll smiles for first day

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon 

First-grader Lucas Fontaine waves as he enters the building for his first day back to class.

Fourth-graders Nina Rossetti and best friend, Christabel Tumusiime, 
hold hands and smile as they reunite at OMP. 

Ellie Bergeron smiles as she makes her way into the school. Please see 
more photos on page 8.
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Corrections
The Journal Register will 

gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections 
or clarifications will always ap-
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request 
a correction, send information to 
Editor at mharrison@turley.com, 
or call 283-8393, extension 236. 
Corrections may also be request-
ed in writing at:  Journal Register, 
Attn: Editor 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA, 01069.

The more you SAVE
The more you EARN

Quaboag Valley Community Development Corporation
23 West Main Street, Suite 1, Ware, MA 01082 • qvcdc.org

*Up to a certain amount. You must meet income guidelines.
The Quaboag Valley CDC is an equal opportunity employer lender and provider and does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, disability, family/parental status, 
national origin, race, religion, sex, gender identity (including expression), sexual orientation, marital status, income derived from public assistance programs, political 
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation, for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.

Starts this October ~ Improve your financial health and earn while you learn.
Call 413-497-4407

Evening & Weekend
Appointments Available!

Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS • FULLY INSURED • FAMILY OWNED

Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!

                                   566-2916

HAMPDEN SEPTIC
Time To Get 
Your Septic 
Pumped, 
Call To 

Book Now!
WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

WE’RE STILL TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS!

Williams Electric
413-320-1124

24 Hours
7 Days A Week

 

May The Sacred Heart of Jesus 
be adored, glorified, loved and 
preserved throughout the world 
now, and forever. Sacred Heart of 
Jesus pray for us. St. Jude, worker 
of miracles, Helper of the Hopeless, 
pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times 
a day. By the 8th day your prayer 
will be answered. It has never been 
known to fail. Publication must be 
promised.
Thank you St. Jude, for granting 
my petition. 

ST. JUDE’S 
NOVENA

G.T.

BLUE 

This is Blue. He is a Siberian Husky and full of 
energy. He lives with three little girls, who he loves. 
His howls deserve a Grammy Award, and he can 
catch a ball like a Major League player.

“My son was stationed overseas, so we took 
Blue in to our home,” said Blue’s family.

Blue lives in Three Rivers, so you may have seen 
him on one of his great escapes…

 We feature your pets here. Is your fur friend a 
dog, cat, chicken, lizard, horse, bird, mouse…you get 
the point. Is there a pet you’re fostering and trying 
to re-home? All pets are welcome! Email a high-res-
olution jpg of your pet with a little information to 
mharrison@turley.com. 

of theof the
Conservation 
Commission 
discusses future of 
Midura Property 

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – Recreation Director Andrew St. 
George recently addressed concerns about the state 
of the Midura Family Conservation Land and plans 
to improve it before the Conservation Commission.

St. George said he and Conservation Agent 
Heidi Mannarino have been working collaborative-
ly to determine future goals and improvements for 
the property.

The Midura property is about 300 acres with 
trails and conservation features.

Some concerns were raised at the Sept. 5 meet-
ing included trail conditions, accessibility, parking 
conditions and general safety. 

“There are areas of the trail that are in disrepair 
and need some maintenance, especially some of the 
further out areas,” said St. George.

He added goals for the property to be achieved 
in the near future include repairing trails as well 
as renaming them, and identifying entry points for 
ATVs that should be closed or blocked off.

St. George said another concern is that a large 
portion of one of the trails is located on private 
property and is no longer accessible to the public.

Relabeling trails would allow Recreation to re-
solve this issue by changing the parameter of where 
trails are. 

“We need to rework the White Trail so that it 
can stay completely on conservation land; in the 
process of doing that, we would also be looking at 
relabeling the trails and the trail markers,” said St. 
George.

He suggested using new colors to avoid any 
confusion regarding trail names and changing the 
trail layout to be easier for hikers to follow.

A long-term goal for the property is to increase 
parking capacity. 

According to St. George, the property only has 
enough parking spaces for three to four vehicles.

St. George suggested looking at potentially lev-
eling out a meadow in the future to improve parking 
capacity.

He said when he and Mannarino visited the 
trails, they noticed several areas where ATVs are 
accessing the trail, adding a lot of the access points 
were from private property.

St. George recommended identifying ATV ac-
cess points on public/town property and blocking 
those points off.

He said the use of ATVs on the trails is caus-
ing a lot of damage and erosion, which poses safety 
concerns for hikers and the trails themselves. 

For another long-term goal, St. George and 
Mannarino suggested adding observation points 
throughout the property for hikers to enjoy conser-
vation. 

Mannarino suggested applying for trail grants 
and using funds to build observation points with the 
dual function to block off ATV access points, spe-
cifically by King’s Brook.

St. George mentioned the possibility of adding 
an educational space on the property, whether it is 
outdoor informative plaques or a structure. 

Pollinator and rain gardens were also suggested 
as part of a potential long-term project.

The collapse happened 
on Aug. 22. 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM -- The Red 
Bridge Hydro Plant on Red Bridge 
Road experienced a building col-
lapse and fire on Aug. 22 that is now 
under investigation. 

The power plant, located over 
the Chicopee River, is owned by Pa-
triot Hydro, an affiliate of LS Power 
and private entity.The building is 
not owned by the town. 

Building Inspector John Walsh 
explained that “a good size portion” 
of the building collapsed and fell 
into the riverbed, with the cause un-
determined. No one was inside the 
building at the time. 

“The fire department got the 
call first because there was smoke 
in the area and at that point, they 
didn’t know what it was so they 
responded, and that’s when they 
found out about the collapse and 
then they called me,” Walsh said. 
“So police, fire, conservation were 
all called and responded. (The De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion) was also there.” 

In addition to debris, oil drums 
had also fallen into the river.

Walsh explained how much fell 
in would be part of the investiga-
tion. 

“We don’t know what kind of 
oil it was,” Walsh said. 

In a statement to the Times, Pa-
triot Hydro explained the collapse 
took place around 9 a.m. on Aug. 
22 when a section of the building 
collapsed and there was no danger 
to residents. 

“The site, comprised of historic 
wooden and brick structures, is not 
accessible to the public, limiting 
any immediate danger to the com-
munity. The 4.5 megawatt power 
generation plant was offline at the 
time of the incident and the gates 
that control water flow to the power-
house have since been closed. There 
was no impact on local power sup-
ply. The powerhouse is the building 
where the power generation equip-
ment is located,” they said. 

The statement said the situation 
is being assessed by “plant person-
nel, structural engineering experts, 
local and state public safety and en-
vironmental agencies.” 

“Plant personnel promptly no-
tified state and federal agencies of 
the incident and will be coordinat-
ing stabilization and assessment ef-
forts,” they said. 

Walsh did receive updates since 
the collapse, explaining he attended 

an Aug. 31 meeting with rep-
resentatives from the hydro plant, 
their insurance company, the fire 
department and Associated Build-
ing Wreckers. 

Since the meeting, the riv-
er around the building is being 
pumped out, with a temporary dam 
approximately 600 feet from the 
building set up.

“So they’re pumping the water 
from the building so that they can 
make an access wing down to the 
building and get some heavy equip-

ment down there from Associated 
Building Wreckers, so that they can 
could clear the riverbed, first of all, 
and they’re going to start working 
on the rest of the building to remove 
any parts of the building that are un-
safe,” Walsh said.

Walsh added there was also a 
setback due to “water coming back 
to the building” even with the tem-
porary dam in place. 

“So at this point, they’re talking 
about making a steel-type dam clos-
er to the building to keep the water 
away from them and then be able to 
get down there with the machines 
and remove all the debris from the 
riverbed,” Walsh said. 

After the debris is removed, 
Walsh said the engineers can con-
duct their evaluation. 

The town of Palmer also re-
sponded to the collapse as the plant 
is located between the two towns. 

Town Manager Ryan McNutt 
said the town is not directly in-
volved with the reconstruction. As 
the road hasn’t been closed, the im-
pact to local traffic will be minimal, 
but McNutt said he hopes it will be 
reconstructed quickly.

“This is a location that I think a 
lot of folks use for recreation, a lot 
of folks fish down there,” McNutt 
said.

McNutt added it’s important 
for aged infrastructure in the state to 
be addressed and properly funded. 

“We have a lot of aged infra-
structure in this commonwealth, and 
we really need to focus on fixing it, 
because as you can see, sometimes 

it fails,” McNutt said.
Patriot Hydro also provided us 

with the following update on Sept. 
1. 

“We continue to work closely 
with state and local public safety 
and environmental agencies, as well 
as external experts, to determine the 
source and fully assess the impact 
of this incident. Clean-up is already 
underway, and we have taken steps 
to protect against downstream im-
pacts, including with the placement 
of booms across the canal. Patriot 
Hydro is committed to safety and 
the integrity of our facilities. We 
will continue to provide updates 
as the evaluation progresses,” they 
said. 

Walsh asked for patience “to 
let the experts do their job” as they 
conduct their evaluations because 
“it will take some time.”

The access points, he added, 
are closed at this time. 

“I expect them in the next cou-
ple of weeks to have it secured,” 
Walsh said. 

More on this story as the inves-
tigation continues. 

The latest on the Red Bridge
Hydro Plant building collapse

A full shot of the Red Bridge Hydro Plant on 5 Red Bridge Rd. which experi-
enced a building collapse and small fire on Aug. 22. 

Turley photos by Marcelo Gusmao 

A close-up of the damage after the collapse and fire at the Red Bridge Hydro 
Plant on Red Bridge Road on Aug. 22. The investigation into the cause of the 
collapse and fire is ongoing. 

Campus 
N o t e s

Simmons University 
dean’s list

Cassie Dagenais was named to the 2023 
spring semester dean’s list at Simmons Univer-
sity in Boston. 

Kim’s Quilts and Crafts 
of Belchertown

LONGARM SERVICE

413-362-9467
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

DEADLINE
The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at 
mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413-283-
8393 by noon on Mondays.
We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your 
Professional And Educational Goals

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at 
the Palmer Public 
Library, here to 
help you meet your 
educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

Contact Us
For More Information

413-283-2329
email: info@topfloorlearning.org

TUTORS 
NEEDED

For English Language Learners, 
HiSet Tutors:

English, Writing & Math

TUTORING AVAILABLE –
Meet your professional 
& educational needs.

English Language learning, 
HiSet preparation, 
Resume writing.

Call to ask about our next 
Computer Security class

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – At the recent School 
Committee meeting, a new cell phone 
policy was discussed.

As school officials and various na-
tional studies have indicated, cell phone 
use in the classroom can have a direct 
negative impact on a student’s ability to 
absorb information. Principal Art Mur-
phy described the school’s policy on cell 
phones as “off and away.”

“Off and away means that they’re 
turned off and not visible,” Murphy said. 
“They cannot be on desks, in hands, or 
on the floor. They cannot be accessed 
through your smart watch and you can-
not have the air pods in during class 
time.”

For grades seven through 12, there is 
an exception that allows students to use 
their phones during lunch. For grades 
nine to 12, they are allowed to use their 
phones between classes as well.

“There, obviously, are exceptions 
to the rule, when you have kids that 
have accommodations,” said Commit-
tee Member Emily Graves-Harrison, 
“Whether it’s a medical accommodation 
[where] they’re tracking their diabetes or 

blood pressure, but there’s also times and 
places for that to be used as well.”

“What that leads to, sometimes, is 
ambiguity for other students,” Murphy 
said, stressing that it would be import-
ant to make sure students and teachers 
understand why there are exceptions and 
how they are observed.

Murphy described the discipline 
process for this new policy, which goes 
through several progressive steps based 
on patterns of violations.

It starts with a warning, followed 
by being called to the principal’s office 
and receiving a detention. If the behavior 
continues, the cell phone would be con-
fiscated by the principal’s office.

Murphy said that the school is tak-
ing measures to reduce the amount of 
class time missed by students traveling 
to administrative offices for discipline, 
and so instead, the administrators would 
meet the student in the hall.

“The student would be called out 
into the hallway,” Murphy said. “We 
would go there, have that conversation 
with them, and then reinsert them in the 
classroom so they don’t lose too much 
time on learning between the transition.”

Though these violations can add up 
across a quarter, Murphy said that they 
would not carry over to the next quarter 

in the interest of building trust with the 
students.

Teachers will share this information 
with each other through a School-wide 
Information System, which denotes 
when students are disciplined by teach-
ers and administrators.

“We actually contacted the company 
to have them add cell phone use as a sub-
division of technology violations in the 

system,” Murphy said.
Murphy also spoke about the harm-

ful effects that cell phone use has on the 
mental health of children and teenagers, 
citing a statement from the Department 
of Early and Secondary Education from 
May 23.

“School is a place that nurtures, and 
a place that is for education,” Murphy 
said. “Cell phone use does not help that.”

Monson Schools to implement new cell phone policy

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – In light of the 2023-
2024 school year, the Palmer Public 
School District established a cell phone 
and electronic device policy for students, 
effective immediately. 

The Palmer School Committee vot-
ed unanimously in favor of approving 
the cell phone and electronic device poli-
cy as presented by the Committee during 
the School Committee meeting on Aug. 
23. 

School Committee Chairperson 
Bonny Rathbone said “the purpose of 
this policy is to ensure that students’ use 
of cell phones and other electronic devic-

es does not interfere with the education 
program or school activities within the 
Palmer Public Schools.”

The policy states the Palmer Public 
Schools are not responsible for any lost, 
stolen or damaged cell phones, and stu-
dents who chose to bring cell phones or 
electronic devices to school do so at their 
own risk.

Going forward, students who bring 
their devices to school assume agree-
ment with the policy.

According to the new policy, stu-
dents are allowed to use devices before 
and after school hours and at school 
sports activities with the permission of 
the coach or advisor. 

The use of cell phones must not vi-
olate any school policies including pol-
icies relating to bullying, intimidating, 
harassment and other acts that may in-
terfere with the learning opportunities 
of other students, academic honesty and 
orderly operation of the school. 

The policy states the “use and pos-
session of cell phones of electronic de-
vices at school or on school property is a 
privilege, not a right,” and the “use of a 
cell phone or electronic device with cam-
era, video or voice recording function in 
a way or under circumstances which in-
fringe the privacy rights of others… is 
strictly prohibited.”

This rule applies to the non-consen-
sual recording or taking or photos of any 
other student and individual. 

The policy also states cell phone and 
electronic device searches permitted by 
the school or local law enforcement are 
allowable “if necessary,” and only after 
“going through the legal aspect of it.”

If a search or an electronic device is 
found to contain evidence related to an 

investigation, the 
school administra-
tion has the sole 
discretion to con-
fiscate the device, 
contact the police 
or give the device 
to law enforcement 
officials. 

“I think we 
are long overdue, 
this is my personal 
opinion of this pol-
icy,” said Rathbone. 

School Com-
mittee Vice-Chair-
person Sandra 
Noonan said “this 
is pretty much what 
it’s been, depend-

ing on the individual teacher.” 
She added the policy will “only be 

as effective as the people enforcing it”.  
Old Mill Pond Elementary School 

Principal Holly-Beth Riopel said the 
concern with cellular and electronic de-
vices interrupting classroom learning is 
noticeable in grades as young as third. 

Both OMP and PHS shared the new-
ly-established policy with the student 
body during first-day-of-school assem-
blies, with PHS Principal Sue North also 
including the information in a weekly 
newsletter.

While the policy does not address 
procedures, Supt. Matthew Francis said 
the progressive disciplinary actions will 
be addressed by PHS Principal North 
and OMP Principal Riopel. 

“We recognize it is not the property 
of the school (and) unless it is being used 
(as) an evidence piece, it is the property 
of the family,” said Francis.

Palmer School District 
establishes cell phone policy

THREE RIVERS 
— On Aug. 31, long-
time Fire Chief Scott 
Turner ended his ten-
ure at the Three Rivers 
Fire Department. 

Stephen  Nodurf, 
previously the Depart-
ment’s Captain, was 
appointed to serve as 
Interim-Chief. A trust-
ed figure by TRFD fire-
fighters and the public, 
Nodurf represents sta-
bility and security that 
is needed during a tran-
sition. 

Call-Vol depart-
ments face many chal-
lenges, from funding to 
personnel. Under Chief 
Turner’s leadership, 
the Department has 
made great strides to 
modernize, raise stan-
dards, and ensure that 
the village has a well 
trained emergency ser-
vice it can rely on and 
be proud of,” Nodurf said when asked 
about assuming the role as Chief of 
the Department, “I look forward to be-
ing a voice for the men and women of 
the Department, and championing fire 
safety issues for Three Rivers.” 

Nodurf, previously served in the 
United States Marine Corp., and is a 
certified EMT. His leadership will en-
sure a continuity of operations for the 
Department and the Village.  

Submitted photo

Interim-Chief Stephen Nodurf with the Department’s 
new Rescue apparatus, A-1.

Prudential Committee 
appoints Interim-Chief

9/11 Remembrance 
hosted by the
American Legion

PALMER— The American Legion, Palmer 
Post 130 would like to invite the town to our next 
9/11 Remembrance/ Dedication to be held, Monday, 
Sept. 11 at the Fire Service Group location  Thorn-
dike St. at 6 p.m. At this time The American Legion 
will remember and highlight the bravery of the 9/11 
First Responders, and the dedication of our newest 
memorial stone received and honor our fallen heroes 
from Western MA since 9/11.

Town of Monson September 
meeting schedule 

Select Board
Tuesday, Sept. 12; 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 26; 7p.m.
Town Office Building 

School Committee 
Thursday, Sept. 21; 7 p.m.
Quarry Hill Elementary School 

Planning Board
Thursday, Sept. 19; 7 p.m.
own Office Building 

Board of Health
Wednesday, Sept. 13; 5:30 p.m. 
Town Office Building 

Conservation Commission 
Wednesday, Sept. 13; 7 p.m.
Town Office Building 

Zoning Board of Appeals
Thursday, Sept. 28; 7 p.m.
Town Office Building 

Town of Palmer September 
meeting schedule 

Town Council 
Monday, Sept. 12; 6:30 p.m.
Town Administration Building 

School Committee (PHS)
Wednesday, Sept. 27; 6:30 p.m.
Palmer High School 

Conservation Commission 
Tuesday, Sept. 19; 6:30 p.m.
Town Administration Building 

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.



September 7, 2023    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTERPAGE 4

Viewpoints
  Letters to the Editor 

Over the last few days, I have heard 
the same sorry statement again 
and again: “I can’t believe sum-

mer is over.”  
I am not sure if this is because 

school has started, or if honestly, folks 
feel cheated out of summer because of 
all the rain and overcast skies we had. 
Probably it’s a little of both! 

There have been a few coldish 
mornings, enough to make me get ex-
cited about all that is fall. Pumpkins, 
crisp apples, beautiful foliage and you 
guessed it, autumn plants! 

Read on for a column from the ar-
chives, one that will inspire you to add 
some late sea-
son color to 
your landscape.

It is always 
fun to freshen 
up the garden 
with new plants. 
I think of adding 
a splash of color 
at this point in 
the season as a 
last hurrah be-
fore old man 
winter sets in. 

There are all types of mums, and 
flowering cabbage and kale available for 
sale right now. Unfortunately, they com-
mand higher prices than summer annuals 
do. 

This article will teach you how to 
get the most out of your investment.

Choose mums carefully. 
Daisy and other decorative flow-

er types will generally not last as long 
in the garden as “cushions” will. These 
have petals straight through to the center 
of the flower- no yellow center is visible. 

Because the flower head is dense it 
tends to hold up after a heavy rain and as 
well as after the first few frosty nights.  
Although mums are pretty in their pots, 
they will do better if planted in the 
ground or at least repotted into a larger 
container. 

The poor things have been growing 
in the pots you bought them in for quite 
a while and are usually root-bound. Be-
cause of this it is important to slice the 
roots in a few places just as you would 
annuals or perennials at planting time. 

This way they will have a chance to 
expand into the new soil you have pro-
vided. Mums tend to dry our quickly and 
require water often. 

If you notice that your plant has 
wilted before you have had a chance to 
plant it, submerge the pot in a bucket of 
water- the shrunken soil ball will soak up 
water like a sponge! 

Although mums can stand tempera-
tures a few degrees below freezing, it is 
still a good idea to cover them if an ear-

ly hard frost is in the forecast. Try using 
bushel baskets, old sheets or blankets, 
etc. 

It is a nuisance, but so many times I 
have been grateful that I went through a 
bit of work to be able to enjoy my mums 
for weeks longer than if I hadn’t.

If you are hoping that your mums 
will return for another season, cut them 
back to “fist height” in November, and 
provide them with a loose mulch after 
the ground freezes. The term “hardy 
mum” doesn’t always prove true, but 
planting them properly, providing ample 
water and mulching for the winter will 
increase your odds of a repeat perfor-

mance. 
R e m o v e 

the winter 
mulch around 
the time for-
sythias bloom. 

P r e v e n t 
gangly growth 
by pinching 
them back to 
a manageable 
height two or 
three times pri-
or to mid-July. 

Expect blooms this time next year.
Flowering kale and cabbage can add 

nice texture to the fall garden. The same 
planting instructions apply here, but I 
have found that they can be finicky about 
water. 

Consistent overwatering and they 
rot; giving them too little and they wilt. 
The best advice:  test them before you 
get out the hose by inserting your finger 
into the top couple inches of soil. 

Kale and cabbage need little in the 
way of grooming other than an occasion-
al bottom leaf removed. Slugs do tend 
to enjoy the foliage, however, so set up 
some traps or barriers nearby. 

The color on cabbage and kale 
will intensify as the weather gets cold-
er, and the plants will continue to look 
good well into December, provided we 
don’t get an early long standing snow- it 
will eventually make the leaves mushy. 
While it’s tempting to leave them in your 
containers and add greenery and such for 
the holidays, it’s not recommended un-
less the planters are in a protected spot.

Plant now for your garden’s last hur-
rah of the season- you’ll be glad you did!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 

Fall plants extend the season

Letters to 
the editor 
policy

Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500-
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author-
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., 
Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
mharrison@turley.com

The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon.

Election letters 
to the editor 

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to mharrison@turley.com. Please in-
clude a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Michael Harrison at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register.

I’m 64. When 
should I claim my 
Social Security?
Dear Rusty 

I am 64 years old and still working full 
time. 

My question is - when should I start my 
Social Security? I would like to start it in Janu-
ary 2024 and go part time at work, but would I 
be losing much Social Security by not waiting 
until full retirement age? 

Signed: Trying to Plan Ahead
 

Dear Trying, to Plan: 
You are smart to evaluate the impact of 

claiming your Social Security benefits early. 
First, be aware that your full Retirement Age 
for Social Security purposes is 66 years and 8 
months and that is when you get 100% of the 
SS benefit you’ve earned from a lifetime of 
working.  

It appears you already know that if you 
start benefits before your FRA, you’ll be sub-
ject to Social Security’s “earnings test,” which 
limits how much you can earn from working 
before they take away some of your benefits. 
But if you go part time at work you can miti-
gate the earnings test and claim your benefits 
early – just understand that your payment will 
be permanently reduced by doing so.  

If you claim your benefits to start in Janu-
ary 2024, you’ll be taking your Social Security 
about 18 months early, which means that in-
stead of 100% of your FRA entitlement you’ll 
get about 90% (a reduction of 10%). 

The earnings test will still apply and we 
don’t yet know what the 2024 earnings limit 
will be, but it will be something more than the 
2023 limit of $21,240. If your 2024 earnings 
exceed the annual limit, SS will take away $1 
in benefits for every $2 you are over the limit. 
They “take away” benefits by withholding fu-
ture payments until they recover what you owe 
for exceeding the limit. 

If you work part time and don’t exceed 
the 2024 annual earnings limit, there will be 
no penalty and you will get every month’s SS 
payment. If you find you will exceed the an-
nual 2024 earnings limit, you can call Social 
Security and inform them of that and by how 
much, and they will suspend your benefits for 
the number of months necessary to avoid over-
paying you. 

If you don’t inform them and you exceed 
the annual 2024 limit, they will catch up in 
2025 when they get your 2024 earnings infor-
mation from the IRS and issue an Overpayment 
Notice requiring you to\ pay back the amount 
owed, half of what you exceeded the 2024 an-
nual limit by. As you likely know, the earnings 
test no longer applies after you reach your full 
retirement age. 

So, the decision on when to claim your 
Social Security benefit is yours to make, and 
you are smart to consider your work plans - but 
should also consider your life expectancy and 
marital status. If you are married and eventual-
ly die before your lower earning spouse, your 
spouse’s benefit as your survivor will be based 
on your benefit amount at the time of your 
death. 

Thus, your age when you claim your ben-
efit may also affect your spouse’s benefit as 
your survivor; the longer you wait up to age 70 
the more your spouse’s survivor benefit would 
be. And if you enjoy at least average longevity, 
which is about 84 for a man your current age, 
then by waiting until your FRA or later to claim 
you’ll not only get a higher monthly payment 
but also get more in cumulative lifetime ben-
efits. 

If, however, your financial circumstances 
are such that you need the SS money sooner, 
then claiming earlier may be the right decision, 
provided you don’t substantially exceed the an-
nual earnings limit prior to reaching your full 
retirement age. I hope the above provides what 
you need to make an informed decision. 

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration or 
any other governmental entity. This article is 
intended for information purposes and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a question, vis-
it amacfoundation.org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
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Food Truck Festival a Success
Letter to the Editor 

The Monson Food Truck Festival was created as a 
project by the Monson Rotary Club. This worldwide, 
International Organization unfortunately aged out and 
had to dissolve its charitable endeavors in Monson after 
more than 80 years of service. Rotary’s last Fund Rais-
er in 2019, named Food Truck Festival, was the Club’s 
most successful project. All proceeds from the event 
went to Dana Farber Cancer Research and the Jimmy 
Fund. Wanting to continue this charitable event, three 
long time members of the Rotary Club established the 
Monson Food Truck and Music Festival Committee. 

Other Rotary fund-raising projects over the last 
few years were proudly given to the active Monson 
Lions Club, knowing that they would continue these 
worthwhile endeavors. One of those events, “The 
Lucky Duck Race”, will be held again this year by the 
Monson Lions Club during the Food Truck festivities 
at Veteran’s Field, Saturday, Sept. 16.  Please support 
the Monson Lions Club.  Buy your duck or ducks and 
watch the “Back the Duck Race” as Yellow Ducks dive 
into the Chicopee Brook and swim to the Finish Line on 
that Saturday afternoon, Post Time is 3 p.m.  

The Food Truck and Music Festival Committee 
is extremely grateful to the Lions Club for their ongo-
ing assistance, support and dedication. Also, heartfelt 
appreciation definitely goes to Monson’s own Nancy 
Bryant, for her Professional Photography, Drone and 
Graphical Art Designs. The Food Truck and Music 
Festival  has become known as Monson’s Fall Home-
coming. Thank you very much to those volunteers who 
unselfishly serve this community.

Respectfully,
Jean Bailey

Founder/Chairperson                                                                                                                                     
Ken Bailey, Brenda Binczewski,

Dot Jenkins
Members

Monson Food Truck and
Music Festival Comittee

Local news flourishing with
Turley Publications

It’s great to see local news flourishing in Western 
Massachusetts because of the many Turley publica-
tions distributed there.

On a recent visit to Indian Orchard, I picked up a 
copy of The Register which gave me pleasant flash-
backs to my bygone days as a reporter and editor at the 
Middlesex News in Framingham, Massachusetts. Like 
your publications, the Middlesex News placed an un-
wavering focus on local news.

I noted The Register published an editorial cartoon 
in its Aug. edition that was drawn by Dave Granlund. 
Dave and I worked alongside each other in the news-
room at the Middlesex News.

Thanks for the memories
Ken Tokarz

Ludlow

Editor’s Note: The following infor-
mation was acquired over the course of 
my career as a journalist, through my 
work as an animal advocate, and through 
common knowledge.

Did you know there are different 
types of animal shelters? Years 
ago, when I first started volun-

teering in the world of animal rescue, I 
learned the difference between open ad-
mission shelters, limited admission shel-
ters, and local animal rescues.

All three serve a vital role, requiring 
equal amounts of care and support from 
us.

Municipal Shelters
Municipal animal shelters are run by 

a government, operating on a budget just 
like police departments, public health 

departments, and more. These shelters 
work as part of a city or county’s animal 
control division, and are most often fund-
ed with taxpayer monies, aiming to as-
sist animals within the shelter’s authority 
while also protecting humans from the 
potential hazards posed by animals. As 
per certain regulations, municipal shel-
ters are often contractually required to 
take in any animal, regardless of health, 
disposition, or age—including every sin-
gle dog that’s surrendered, every stray 
cat, animals that are sick, kittens too 
young for adoption, animals taken from 
hoarding situations, and so much more. 
Because of this, municipal shelters are 

considered “open ad-
mission” and risk be-
coming overstrained. As 
part of a governmental 
body, the requirement 
that falls on these shel-
ters is to serve the public 
as a whole.

Private Shelters
While some pri-

vately-run shelters do 
contract with one or more municipali-
ties, most are independently-operated 
nonprofit facilities—not run by a gov-

FUR-EVER
homes

By Kimberly 
Palmucci

Black-crowned night heron

The Massachusetts Audubon Society reported the 
sighting of a black-crowned night heron in Pitts-
field.

The black-crowned night heron is about 25 inches 
long and is gray and white. It is a stocky heron with pale 
yellow legs, which turn reddish in the breeding season. 

The immature is brown with white streaks below 
and large, buff white spots on its back and wings. It 
keeps its immature plumage for two years. The imma-
ture black-crowned night heron is distinguished from 
the yellow crowned night heron by its greenish-yellow 
lower bill. The yellow-crowned has a dark bill. 

Although the night heron will feed by day, as its 
name implies this species feeds mostly at night or at 
dusk. They roost in trees.

It feeds on fish, amphibians, insects and small 
mammals. It also will eat the young of other bird spe-
cies such as terns, herons and ibises. They inhabit fresh-
water streams, lakes, rice field, dry grassland and salt 
marshes.

These herons nest either in colonies or singly. The 
female lays three to five pale blue green eggs in a nest 
o f twigs, reeds and finer material placed against a tus-
sock or in the reeds, shrub or trees up to 160 feet.

When greeting other black-crowned night her-
ons, they stretch their necks horizontally with breed-

Types of animal shelters

FUR-EVER  ❙   page 5 BACKYARD   ❙   page 2

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you saw 

their ad in the

Journal Register



September 7, 2023    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTER PAGE 5

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

Brookfield Orchards
HARVEST CRAFT FAIR

Sept. 9th & 10th • 10 am- 4pm
12 Lincoln Road 

N. Brookfield, MA 01535
brookfieldorchardsonline.com 

508-867-6858

Join
Us

See over 90+ local Artists and Crafters displaying  
their handmade items, artwork and goodies! 
 Take a ride thru our orchard on the wagon! 

Try a Hot Apple Dumpling and visit our Fudge Counter!
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Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. This 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news staff that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

The editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

The successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

This full-time position with flexible schedule is 
based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a staff writer and 
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write 
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven 
   environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience 
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26TH  at 10:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• GRANVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS •

982 Main Road     GRANVILLE, MA
To be Sold on the Premises 

12 ROOM / 5 BEDROOM
2 STORY

CONTEMPORARY STYLE HOME
ON

±18½ ACRES OF LAND
WITH 3-CAR ATTACHED GARAGE

Features:
• 2 Story Contemporary Style Home • ±18½ Acres of Land •
• Total of (12) Rooms w/ (5) Bedrooms & (8½) Bathrooms • 

• ±4,903 S/F of Living Area • Oil Forced Warm Heat • Air Conditioning • 
• Full Basement • Wood Exterior • (2) Fireplaces • Private Well & Septic •

• Zoned: RA • Assessor’s Parcel ID: 0013-0041-0 •
★ 3-Car Attached Garage ★

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney William E. Martin

Martin Law Offices
36 Cliftwood Street, Lenox, MA

Attorney for Mortgagee
Terms of Sale: $5,000.00 Deposit Cash or Certified Funds. 

Deposit to be increased to 10% of Purchase Price within 5 Business Days.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.

Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.
Inspection: Saturday, September 23RD from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

1% BROKER INCENTIVE OFFERED!!

SCHOOL VAN DRIVERS
Monson - Palmer $19.50/hr. 

WE WILL TRAIN & LICENSE YOU 
FOR SCHOOL START! 

Paid sick time, Paid FMLA, 
Paid holidays.

Work the school schedule, 
split shifts. 

JP MCCARTHY BUS
email jobs@mccarthybus.com

text or call 413-544-8737

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $300/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

ties coming up in the fall,” Newland said. “We have a 
Tavern Night Fundraiser already booked for Oct. 5, so 
mark your calendars for that.”

Newland also mentioned plans to schedule Thun-
derbirds games as passive fundraisers, and said that the 
school’s Trunk-or-Treat event is looking for volunteers.

After an update on the year’s sports enrollments, 
the Committee discussed a proposal for a policy per-
taining to disposing of items, such as furniture and 
equipment that the school is no longer using. The Com-
mittee voted unanimously to accept this proposal.

During the public comment portion of the meet-
ing, two men urged the school to ignore the Department 
of Early and Secondary Education (DESE) guidelines 
concerning sexual education, claiming that the profes-
sionals were part of a “master plan where historical sci-
ence and knowledge is replaced by activist dogma.”

On DESE’s web page outlining the regulation, 
it states that “all students need a safe and supportive 
school environment to progress academically and de-
velopmentally.”

“This guidance is intended to help school and 
district administrators take steps to create a culture in 
which transgender and gender nonconforming students 
feel safe, supported, and fully included, and to meet 
each school’s obligation to provide equal educational 
opportunities for all students,” DESE released.

he and his family use the filtered water for bathing and 
cleaning, but rely on bottled water for drinking.

Jasak and other town officials also cited the prob-
lem of aging infrastructure. It’s up to each of the wa-
ter districts to budget and plan for any upgrades within 
their systems, and since voters have rejected the idea of 
combining them, and the fire departments, into a single, 
town-run department, there’s no synergy to leverage.

“That’s the bed you’ve made and you have to sleep 
in it,” Town Councilman Phil Hebert said.

“We want residents to have good water, but why do 
we have to have four water districts? The infrastructure 
is probably older than you and me combined. There’s 
not a lot the town can do to help. Maybe we can help 
with grants. The one main concern I have is people hav-
ing good water,” Hebert said.

According to Jasak, the town’s infrastructure needs 
to be addressed across the board.

“The pipes going into peoples’ homes are older, 
too,” he said. “There’s a lot of old infrastructure. Look 
at the bridges and roads in town and around the country. 
Those are things this country needs, not just Palmer or 
Massachusetts. Sooner or later, you have to do some-
thing.”

He said he hopes some of the $1 trillion made avail-
able when President Joe Biden signed the Infrastructure 
and Jobs Act into law nearly two years ago will help 
local municipalities finance needed projects. More in-
formation about the fund is available at Build.gov.

In the meantime: “If you have a problem with dirty 
water, call the water department so we can log it and try 
to fix it,” Jasak said. 

St. project, with a portion allocated for designing 
the Maple Terrace project. 

“It’s like designing two houses but you can only 
afford to build one,” said Latour. 

The Maple Street project was chosen as a pri-
ority after a series of surveys and public hearings. 

“In the public hearing we had all the water de-
partments in Palmer attended and gave input and in-
formation,” said Latour. 

The public hearing allowed the departments to 
determine “what level of comment and direction the 
general public will give you to lean toward and the 
most viable recommendation is what you tailor your 
grant to,” he said.

CDBG grants are awarded to low-income areas, 
requiring a 51% low-income household concentra-
tion for that neighborhood to be eligible. 

“We have to be able to document that. We did 
door-to-door surveys. Residents did the survey and 
they were very helpful. We hope to do that in other 
locations,” Latour said. 

Questions on the survey included residents’ 
approximate income and concerns regarding the 
neighborhood infrastructure. 

He added the Three Rivers’ Fire Department 
also assisted in compiling data for the grant applica-
tion by providing information such as maps, age of 
existing piping and general support.

The decision to replace piping was due to aging 
lines and infrastructure that date back to when the 
town’s economy was largely supported by mills. 

“Old water piping corrodes. It deteriorates and 
they get blocked by roots and other types of materi-
al,” said Latour. 

The design consultant and engineers will com-
plete more in-depth surveys to discover the current 
conditions of what is under the “hard-top,” includ-
ing age, acidity of the soil and water conditions. 

“Hopefully this will start the beginning of in-
frastructure projects of this nature for all the water 
supplies,” said Latour. 

The CDBG grant is a two-year grant that also 
supports public social services. 

The grant will also provide $134,516 will also 
help pay for a domestic violence advocate and am 
outreach coordinator. 

It will also provide additional $138,369 to sup-
port general administration for the grant to be car-
ried out.  

ernment. Private shelters often have a Board of Di-
rectors establishing policies, procedures, operations, 
and bylaws within the shelter, and while private 
shelters can be open admission (if they’re contracted 
with a municipality) they’re most often considered 
“limited admission.” This means that private shelters 
can choose which animals they take in, and they are 
able to turn animals away. Private shelters are typ-
ically funded through donations, as opposed to an 
operating budget.

Rescue Organizations
Nonprofit rescue groups are another alternative 

to consider when adopting a pet; these groups can 
have a physical location, but often do not and are 
“foster-based,” relying on a network of foster homes 
instead. These organizations often take in animals 
from overburdened open admission shelters, and 
many function exclusively on donations and the ef-
forts of volunteers.

Limited Admission vs. 
Open Admission Shelters

Open admission shelters will not, or cannot as 
per certain regulations, turn away an animal. This 
creates a problem when intake rates are high and re-
sources are strained.

Limited admission shelters, on the other hand, 
are not obligated to accept every animal; they can 
say, “we’re at capacity,” or they can also accept only 
a specific group of animals, such as special needs 
pets or very young kittens, concentrating their re-
sources and offering services that otherwise may not 
be available. These facilities are often considered 
“no-kill” as they will not euthanize animals regarded 
as healthy or adoptable.

Opinion: The Writer’s Take
It’s our duty to look beyond these labels to be-

come part of the solution. I believe it’s a mistake to 
criticize or vilify the open admission shelters that 
so urgently need our support. Without these facili-
ties, the animals would have no place to go—these 
shelters must exist, and it’s our job to help them, not 
decry them.

To be considered “no-kill,” an organization must 
reach a 90 percent placement rate for the animals in 
their care, which can include adoption, rescue trans-
fers, and more. This is simply a more achievable 
standard for the limited admission shelters that can 
turn animals away, but the good news is that open 
admission shelters can also reach that “no-kill” sta-
tus, although it requires a tremendous level of sup-
port from us, the community.

To help every open admission shelter get to this 
status, we must get involved. We must use our voic-
es to spread truth and light, and we must contribute 
to the programming offered by these facilities. The 
goal of every animal shelter reaching this benchmark 
requires us to dig deep within ourselves, to identify 
where our help is needed, and to contribute our skills 
and efforts.

The employees and volunteers working in the 
world of animal rescue are some of the most compas-
sionate and courageous souls I’ve met; they choose 
to do what they do because they love animals, and 
they often put every aspect of their own health on the 
line. Together, we can help.

It’s important that we focus our efforts not on 
labels but rather on what matters—the animals and 
the people working to help them.

ing plumes on the head raised and they touch bills. 
They make a low, hoarse “quok” sound often heard 
at dusk. During nesting, they make a “rok rok.”

Red-winged blackbirds
I received an email this week from someone 

who lives in the West Springfield Agawam area. 
She said, “Red-winged blackbirds are one of my fa-
vorite birds, but I always wondered why they leave 
the ares so early?” She also said, “I go to areas 
where I know they nest, but never see them after 
mid-July or so.”

Red-winged blackbirds are one of the first to 
arrive in early spring with the males coming first, 
then the females. They migrate anytime from late 
August to early October and gather in flocks for the 
trip south.

Audubon Society sightings
Other Audubon Society sightings reported for 

August in Berkshire include an alder flycatcher in 
Washington and a yellow-bellied flycatcher a the 
Jug End State Reservation in Egremont. In Hamp-
shire County, four sandhill cranes were at East 
Meadows in Northampton and four more sandhill 
cranes at the Arcadia Sanctuary. 

Migrants tallied at Quabbin Park in Ware in-
cluded four common nighthawks, two yellow-bel-
lied flycatchers and four Cape May warblers. In 
Worcester County 14 Common Mergansers were 
seen near fishing area #3 at Quabbin Reservoir in 
Petersham and four Bonaparte’s Gulls were tallied 
along the Dana shoreline in Petersham. 

Two black vultures were seen soaring over Mt. 
Wachusett in Princeton and in Paxton there was a 
Cerulean warbler. Mount Wachusett is a popular 
spot for birders to view hawk migrations during 
September and October. Two Cape May warblers 
were seen at the Moose Hill Wildlife Area.

Wild turkeys
It seems wild turkeys are everywhere. I have 

seen groups of three or four Tom turkeys and much 
larger groups of hens and their poults. Several times 
I stopped while a large flock of hens and youngsters 
crossed the road.

People may report a bird sighting or bird re-
lated experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, 
leaving a message at extension 100, emailing my-
backyard88@aol.com or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

MONSON  ❙  from page 1

WATER  ❙  from page 1 GRANT  ❙  from page 1BACKYARD  ❙  from page 4FUR-EVER  ❙  from page 4

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – The Swift River 
Sportsman Club is selling tickets 
to a 200 Club Dinner this Satur-
day, with the option to earn prizes 
of up to $500.

Laura Lavallee is a long-time 
Palmer resident who works as 
the Publicity Chairperson of the 
Sportsman Club. In addition to 
her day job as manager of corpo-
rate contracts and product data-

base for Valley Communication 
Systems in Chicopee, Lavallee 
has been a member and supporter 
of the club for many years.

“I help run our ham and tur-
key shoots, I volunteer for dif-
ferent events,” Lavallee said, “I 
shoot rifle and pistol and archery, 
I’m just kind of an outdoor per-
son.”

Lavallee said that the club 
used to do these dinners years 
ago, but this is the second time the 
club, as she’s been involved with 
it, has put one on. After success 

this year, the Club decided to give 
it another go.

“The dinner is limited to 
200 tickets at $20 apiece,” La-
vallee said. “One ticket gets you 
21 chances to win cash prizes. 
The grand prize is $500, and then 
there’s 20 additional drawings 
ranging from $25 to $250.”

Attendees are not limited to 
only one prize, either, as Laval-
lee said that names that have been 
pulled go back into the pool to be 
drawn again.

“Last year, a couple people 

won as many as three times,” La-
vallee said. “It’s a win-win!”

There will be other raffles in 
addition to the $500 cash compe-
tition, such as a lottery raffle and 
a 50/50 raffle. Swift River’s doors 
will open at 5:30 p.m. on Satur-
day, Sept. 9, serving appetizers 
until 6 p.m.

“Your ticket gets you a roast 
pork dinner at 6 p.m., and then the 
drawing starts at 7 p.m.,” Lavallee 
said, though she added that win-
ners don’t need to be present for 
the drawing.

The dinner also presents an 
opportunity to visit the club and 
see its facilities, of which Laval-
lee spoke highly.

“It’s a beautiful club,” she 
said. “We’ve got 400 acres, it’s a 
gorgeous facility.”

All the profits from the event 
will be funneled back into helping 
to maintain and improve the club.

“We’re a licensed ‘pheasant 
reserve’ of theirs, so sometimes 
we use the money to help with the 
upkeep of the pheasants,” Laval-
lee said. “I’ll be up there with the 

raffles on Saturday night, and my 
husband will be helping cook.”

Though the number of tick-
ets is limited to 200, the club is 
still far from that goal, meaning 
entrants right now have a better 
chance than ever to win prizes.

The club is located at 350 
Cold Spring Road in Belcher-
town, and tickets will be available 
until Friday, Sept. 8, at noon.

To buy tickets, call 413-626-
9068 and ask for Eric.

200 Club Dinner raffling cash prize this Saturday

NOTICE
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By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – Members of the Warren and West Brookfield boards of selectmen withdrew their request for a forensic audit of the school district at Monday night’s Quaboag Regional School Committee meeting.
Warren Board of Selectmen Chair David Dufresne spoke on behalf of the two boards when he addressed the Committee, saying they had some concerns about the school’s budget. He said meet-ing with former Superintendent Brett Kustigian earlier this year, brought up more concerns. 

School Committee Chair Andrew Schwenker said the Kustigian is no longer there, and that it is the Committee’s respon-sibility to oversee the school bud-get and policy. 
Both Schwenker and Budget Subcommit tee  Chair  Jason Morgan said they have not been contacted by either of the town’s boards, requesting to attend a meeting, or to discuss budget con-cerns. 

Dufresne said they want to work with the School Committee and see “where the money is going.”
“A forensic audit would give us much more detail. We all want to do the right thing here,” Dufresne said. 
By seeking a forensic audit, Schwenker said, the boards are implying the School Committee was involved in waste, fraud, and/or abuse, some of the common reasons for conducting such an audit. 

The school district’s legal counsel, Attorney Russell Dupere, said in his experience forensic audits were usually only conduct-ed when theft was detected. He said the audit would cost tens of thousands of dollars.
The cost of the forensic audit, if approved by the School Committee, would have to be encumbered in the school dis-trict’s budget. 
Dupere, who said he previous-ly served on his town’s school committee, suggested the select-men, Budget Subcommittee 

Request for forensic 
audit withdrawn

Ware 
Fair & Flea

(Turley Publications Photo by Paula Ouimette)

Vendors set up on the lawn of the Ware Center Meeting House this past Saturday for the annual Ware Fair & Flea. This event is the primary 

fundraiser for the Meeting House and ongoing restoration efforts. See more photos on Page 6.

Celebration tea party, 
show and annual 
meeting Oct. 15

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

How we fasten our clothing has certainly changed over the years, from intricate lacing to buttons, to hook and loop, to zippers and snaps. 
But buttons continue to be both useful in fashion, as well as a fun and interesting collectible. 
“Buttons were one of the first recycled items,” button expert and dealer Betty Korostynski of West Springfield said. She has been col-lecting buttons since the 1980s and is a 35-year member of the Massachusetts State Button Society and a member of the Crescent Button Club in Holyoke.

Her interest in buttons was piqued as a child exploring the con-tents of her late grandmother’s but-ton box. Even though Korostynski was only 2 years old when her 

grandmother passed, she heard the stories of how her grandfather would bring home buttons to her from his job at the Strathmore paper compa-ny.

Before old shirts could be used in the process of making paper, the buttons would be removed and sent home with the workers. Korostynski’s grandfather would do just that, and her grandmother would sew them onto pieces of cloth.
Korostynski explained that women in the 1940s did this to store and catalog their buttons for future uses. She still has pieces of fabric adorned with buttons that her grandmother sewed. 
Monson Button Club member Carol Strum, a retired school teach-er, began collecting buttons after a fellow teacher suggested it as an “inexpensive collectible.” 
While this is mostly true of but-ton collecting, avid collectors will tell you there is plenty of money to be spent, especially when seeking rare and hard-to-find pieces.
Buttons can be made from all types of natural materials, including metal, bone, horn, coconuts, sea-shells and wood, as well as man-ufactured materials like celluloid, Lucite – even urea formaldehyde. 

Mass� State Button Society marks 80 years

(Turley Publications Photo 
by Paula Ouimette)Elsie the Borden Cow buttons, made in Leominster, were a favorite for children’s clothing. Elsie hailed from the historic Elm Hill Farm in Brookfield.

By Dallas Gagnon
Correspondent

WARE – Following the trag-ic loss of Robert “Bobby” Hoisington earlier this year, a memorial fund was established in his honor, after 15 years of coaching youth-recreational bas-ketball. 
According to Jeff Kularski, long-term family friend and founder of the Bobby Hoisington Memorial Fund, establishing the foundation in January started with a desire to “honor this guy for all the time he put in.”

Kathy Hoisington, Bobby’s wife, said Kathleen Soltys, who helped run Ware youth basketball for 13 years, and Kularski called Hoisington a few days after Bob’s passing. 
Kathy said they [Soltys and Kularski] told her they “‘came up with this great idea- doing a scholarship fund in Bob’s name.’” 
Though Hoisington explained, 

at the time, her heart was “too broken” she told Soltys and Kularski she would be “honored.”
Hoisington added “after this year Jeff is going to be turning over the whole process to us 

Basketball brings us 
together: honoring ‘Hois’

Main Street 
banners honor 
‘Hometown 
Heroes’ for 
Veterans Day

Staff Report

WARE – With Veterans Days approaching the Downtown Improvement Committee is offering a new way to honor those who have served in the military, by having veter-
ans photos and names on a Hometown Heroes banner.

These  banners  wi l l  be hung from the lampposts that line Main Street, which were installed near the completion of the Downtown Improvement project earlier this year. The lampposts have arms included on their frames, which can be utilized for promotional banners.  
The Downtown Improvement Committee is setting up an annual plan for seasonally themed banners. 
“The banner program was originally funded through a Massachusetts Office of Tour ism procured by the Planning Department to high-

light Ware businesses and com-
pliment the improved downtown infrastructure, particularly the sidewalks and decorative street-
lights,” Town Manager Stuart Beckley said. 

“The overall purpose is to attract visitors and residents. The banners add color, attention and important messages to the downtown in support of busi-
nesses and history,” he said.

The Town of Ware has always recognized the sacri-
fice veterans make, Committee 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

September is national Recovery Month, and members of the Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance met this past Monday to discuss ways to help individuals in recovery, as well as the benefits of a Community Health Improvement Plan.
The CHIP is being managed through the Town of Ware under Emily Coderre, along with Pioneer 

Valley Planning Commission’s Becky Basch and QHSUA’s Gail Gramarossa. 
Using information gathered from Community Health Needs Assessments, which are conducted by hospitals every three years, an advisory committee will look at the priority issues facing the public health of the community. 

Once these priority issues are identified, the CHIP will also develop and implement strategies for action, and establish account-ability to ensure measurable health 

improvement. 
Gramarossa said she expects both substance use and mental health to be priority issues identi-fied in the CHIP.
Baystate Wing Hospital is releasing their CHNA this fall, and data will also be collected from Cooley Dickinson Hospital in Northampton, Harrington Hospital in Southbridge, and Worcester hos-pitals. 

Basch said the CHIP is commu-nity driven and involves multiple sectors and agencies. “Community 

engagement is part of the CHIP process,” she said. 
A kickoff meeting for the CHIP will be held at E2E, 79 Main St., Ware from 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 4. Lunch will be pro-vided.
Basch said all are welcome to attend the meeting and talk about health issues communities are fac-ing. She said they will also use this kickoff to recruit members for the CHIP advisory committee.
For more information about the CHIP or the kickoff meeting, peo-

ple may email ecoderre@townof-ware.com or bbasch@pvpc.org. 

National Night Out
Gramarossa said members of QHSUA attended numerous National Night Out events across their region, including North Brookfield, Monson, Palmer and Ware.
This was North Brookfield’s first year hosting this national event. The Coalition for a Healthy 

CHIP will identify priority health issues; set plan for action

Please see VETERANS, page 2

Please see REQUEST, page 3

Please see HONORING, page 5

Please see BUTTONS, page 11

Please see CHIP, page 9
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instrument
14. Post-burning 

residue
16. When you hope to 

arrive
17. Sign up (Brit. 

Eng.)
19. Sun up in New 

York
20. Employee stock 

ownership plan
21. Where people live
25. Method to record 

an electrogram
26. Angry
27. No longer living
29. Simple
30. Swiss river
31. Portion of a play
32. It’s under the tree
39. Wood sorrels
41. No (Scottish)
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43. Former Steelers’ 

QB
44. Popular beer
45. It can make you 
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51. “Ghetto 
Superstar” singer

52. Piece of turf
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2. Containing salt
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group
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capital
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9. Tide
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14. Chemical 
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38. Small edible fish
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metazoan
44. Partner to cheese
47. Not around

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – A new holistic and 
spiritual healing shop is open in town, 
offering a space for locals to relax, med-
itate and purchase all things promoting 
overall health and well-being. 

The Moonlit Forrest, located at 
1085 Park St., offers a series of guided 
meditations, intuitive astrology read-
ings, angel readings, ascension massag-
es and energy healing practices includ-
ing Reiki. 

“There was a period of uncertainty 
in my life, and I found help in spiritu-
al healing. It helped more than medical 
care ever could,” said co-owner, Jenny 
Aleksi. “I know pain and I got out, I 
found this path.”

She has traveled and studied to 
learn a variety of spiritual healing prac-
tices, including flower essences, angel 
therapy and spiritual cleansing using 
herbs and crystals. 

“This has grounded me for 15 
years. When we find balance, we can 
help,” said Aleksi. 

Aleksi offers ascension massages 
which promote spiritual healing through 
energy transference and release. 

Massages include very light to no 
physical touching and are done in a spa-
cious room with an abundance of natu-
ral light. 

The massage bed is situated under 
a large copper pyramid which has a 
globe of locally-sourced water fixed in 

the center, and a healing crystal under 
the bed. 

The copper pyramid is designed to 
promote a natural flow of energy and 
believed to increase the power of any-
thing placed underneath them, while 
water is believed to hold all memories. 

Co-owner Danni Kenyon said she 
took to spiritual healing and holistic 
practices when she discovered healing 
through grounding and astrology prac-
tices. 

“I got into medical astrology and 
fixed so many things doctors couldn’t,” 
said Kenyon. 

Kenyon offers astrology snap shots, 
guided meditations and angel readings. 

Astrological readings include a 
natal chart, origins of the zodiac signs, 
astrotheology and instilling a greater 
understanding of the self as it relates to 
the planets. 

“Community is important. We’re 
community building through mindful-
ness and consciousness,” said Kenyon. 

Guided meditations are offered in 
an open space within the shop. 

The designated space offers natural 

light, a large rug with pillows for com-
fort and sheer drapes hanging from the 
ceiling. 

With guided meditation, partici-
pants are given a crystal to enhance fo-
cus and direct consciousness. 

“We give you a crystal and you’re 
allowed to take it home,” said Kenyon. 
“We also show you how to program a 
crystal for the journey you took.”

In addition to providing healing 
services, Kenyon and Aleksi perform 
“land clearings” or spiritual cleansing 
of spaces. 

This requires the burning of sage 
and a cleansing ritual to target negative 
energy in a given area. 

For those interested in purchasing 
healing and metaphysical tools of their 
own, The Moonlit Forrest sells crystals, 
sage, incense, books, herbs, tarot cards 
and other materials to promote spiritual 
well being. 

Other items available for purchase 
include jewelry, trinkets and handcraft-
ed art. 

To stop by the shop, hours of oper-

ation are Tuesday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m., Friday, 10 a.m-6 p.m., and Satur-
day 10 a.m-3 p.m. 

Business

Holistic healing shop joins Schoolhouse 
Common Shops

Co-owners, Jenny Aleksi and Danni Kenyon are all smiles in their new healing 
space. 

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Shown is a copper charging pyramid, which helps recycle stagnant, negative 
energy and promotes positive energy and healing. 

Shown is Kenyon’s reading table, 
where she completes astrological and 
angel readings. 

Magnetic rings are also for sale, 
offering an accessory that assists in 
reducing pain and inflammation of the 
fingers while promoting circulation, 
balance, sleep and positive energy. 

Many crystals are available for sale at 
The Moonlit Forrest. 

Mary C. McGovern 
graduates from 
American Bankers 
Assoc. Wharton 
Leadership Lab

PALMER— Country Bank announced that Mary 
C. McGovern, executive vice president, chief financial 
and operating officer, successfully completed the inau-
gural American Bankers Association  Wharton Leader-
ship Lab at the University of Pennsylvania. McGovern 
earned an ABA Wharton Executive Leadership Certifi-
cate, a prestigious credential that demonstrates her ex-
cellence in leadership and strategic planning.

The ABA Wharton Leadership Lab is a rigorous, 
immersive program that challenges executive bankers 
on the reality of leadership in today’s world at an Ivy 
League level. The program, which included 42 stu-
dents, covers topics such as creating and sharing a vi-
sion, goal setting, managing talent, driving innovation, 
and sustaining meaningful relationships.

McGovern is an influential executive leader with 
more than 30 years’ experience in the financial services 
industry. McGovern’s leadership has contributed to the 
bank’s continued success for the past 12 years. McGov-
ern’s participation in the ABA Wharton Leadership Lab 
reflects her commitment to continuous learning and 
professional development at a critical time in the in-
dustry as regulations, technologies and the work force 
continues to rapidly evolve.

“Mary’s commitment to Country Bank is admi-
rable, with oversight of operations, finance, facilities, 
retail banking delivery and technology, she has con-
tinued to drive strategic change throughout the Bank,” 
said Paul Scully, President and CEO.  “On behalf of 
the entire team and the Board of Directors, we would 
like to congratulate Mary for this achievement and look 
forward to her continued leadership as we navigate the 
next few years in a challenging economy.”

Danni Kenyon and her daughter, Ariya, 
share a smile and a hug. 

Submitted Photo

Country Bank’s Executive Vice President, Mary C. Mc-
Govern graduates from American Bankers Association 
Wharton Leadership Lab.

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Support 
the local

businesses 
that support
your local

newspaper.
Let them
know you 

saw their ad 
in the

Journal
Register

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Moonlit Forrest 
Upcoming programs and notes

Sept. 13
Snapshot Astrology for October; 

What to expect and how to navigate 

Sept. 14 
New Moon Virgo: 9:37 p.m.

Sept. 16
Igniting personal power meditation:

9 a.m, $33 cost 

Sept. 20
Astrology and origins of the zodiac

Sept. 23
Grounding and shielding meditation: 

9 a.m.,$33 cost

Sept. 29
Full Moon Aries: 6:01 a.m.

Sept. 30 
Transitioning meditation:

9 a.m., $33 cost
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Why Crimmins-Graveline? 
We are not like other local agencies, 

or like national companies; WE ARE DIFFERENT!
Crimmins-Graveline Insurance has ELEVEN personal lines options to insure your 

home, auto, umbrella, boat, jet ski etc. We have figured out the infamous 
Mass RMV processes, which have changed drastically since COVID-19 hit! 

Our agency team collectively processes over 75 registry transactions per week.

“I made a decision several years ago that my agencies would continue to welcome insureds 
into our offices, regardless of how the world changes. We will take as much time with each 
and every insured until their needs are completely met. My agencies have great capacity, 

with a host of insurance companies, yet still maintain the small town feel.”

Crimmins-Graveline Insurance is one of three agencies owned by James Stochaj. 
In addition to Crimmins-Graveline, James owns E.J. Stochaj Insurance Agency, Inc. 

in Dudley, MA, and Hometown Insurance Center, LLC in Sturbridge, MA.

Insurance Premiums Across 
The Country Are On The Rise!

Contact Crimmins-Graveline today!
We will evaluate your current insurance program, 

and work hard to win your business!
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Given the skyrocketing cost of construction material, the cost t
would be significantly higher today than it was in the past.
At Crimmins-Graveline Insurance, a team member visits
each property and evaluates your current insurance needs 
before making an offer to insure.
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Contact Crimmins-Graveline today to get de
Crimmins-Graveline Insurance is currently processing 
50+ registration transactions per week. In spite of the recent 
RMV complications, Crimmins-Graveline Insurance has 
figured out the way to service customers in a timely fashion.

• Bundle with MAPFRE and you could save up to 
22% on Home and up to 33% on Auto

• MAPFRE Loyalty Discount can save 
you up to 10% on your auto insurance,
just by having AAA!

• Mowimy po polsku 
(Dudley & Palmer)

• Free notary public service
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Contact Hometown Insurance Center today to get details.

Hometown Insurance Center,

Hometown Insurance Center,

Hometown Insurance Center,

590 Main St.  Sturbridge, MA  01566

508-347-9394
1382 Main St., Palmer

413-283-8378
www.cgins.com

Front row (from left to right)- Susan Piche, Dr. Michael Hakim, Caitlyn Garceau, 
RMA, Practice Manager, Back row (from left to right)- Charlene Gryszowka, 

Dawn Greene, RMA, Crystal Best, RMA, Faith Przybycie

Welcome to our practice
What makes us stand out is our goal 
to serve all of your medical needs. 

We provide primary care,  women’s health services, 
office surgical procedures, and vaccinations. 

Our dedication and commitment  to the well being
of our patients and community is our top priority.

182 WEST STREET, WARE MA 01082 • 413-967-5562 OPT 1

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – The town’s 
fire department has announced 
the hiring of Renee Forgues, 
who recently graduated from 
the Fire Academy of Massachu-
setts in Springfield.

“We’re excited to have 
Firefighter Forgues join our 
ranks as a full-time member of 
the Palmer Fire Department,” 
said Chief William Bernat.

At the time of her first shift 
on August 28, Forgues was the 
sixth addition the department 
has made to its full-time staff. 
She was originally 
hired as an on-call 
firefighter, but accord-
ing to the department, 
she completed both 
the call/volunteer fire 
academy and Emer-
gency Medical Techni-
cians school in under a 
year, and is expected 
to continue on to Ca-
reer Academy in No-
vember.

“It’s been great. A 
lot of opportunity, a lot 
of new things, it’s re-
ally exciting,” Forgues 
said. “The new job 
is opening up a lot of 
new doors.”

Forgues lives in 
town with her daughter.

“I live in town, very close 
to the department,” Forgues 
said. “I moved here when I was 
13 and bought a house about 
five years ago. It’s nice to be 
able to be a part of the com-
munity where I’m raising my 
daughter, and to be close to 
home if anything happens.”

Though juggling the in-
tense training and studying re-
quired to be a firefighter with 
providing for her daughter has 
been difficult, Forgues said it 
was worth it to enter into a ca-
reer that she’s passionate about.

“None of my family is in 
the fire service. I guess I’m first 
gen,” Forgues said. “I wanted 
to find a career that was more 
physical and more hands-on, 

something that would be a pas-
sion for me. [Fire service] had 
always been on the radar, but 
was never something I thought 
was achievable.”

“I decided to just take 
the risk and go for it, and it’s 
paying off, it’s become quite a 
passion for me,” Forgues said. 
“I’m doing something that’ll 
help my community, and it’s 
different every day.”

“I became a call/volunteer 
for Palmer in August of last 
year,” Forgues said. “I went to 
Roberges EMS in Palmer for 
my EMT to get certified, and 
then I went immediately to 
the Fire Academy of Mass. in 
Springfield and went there for 

my Firefighter One and 
Two certifications, and 
my [Hazardous Materi-
als] certification.”

“Since her hire as 
an on-call firefighter, 
Forgues has proven 
her commitment and 
dedication to achiev-
ing her goals,” Bernat 
said. “Her work ethic, 
and her ability to bal-
ance a full-time job, 
raising her daughter, 
studying, and complet-
ing the Call/Volunteer 
Firefighter Academy 
and EMT school were 
a huge factor in the de-

partment’s decision to hire her.”
“We are confident Fire-

fighter Forgues will be an 
exceptional addition to our 
full-time staff,” Bernat said. 
“Approximately five percent of 
our nation’s career firefighters 
are female, and the department 
is proud to be a driving force of 
change.”

Forgues’s accomplishment 
may very well help to raise that 
percentage, as Forgues said that 
her daughter is already talking 
about following in her foot-
steps.

“She’s really excited about 
it, she keeps saying that she 
wants to do it,” Forgues said. 
“My chief and my captains and 
my coworkers are so great to 
her and so supportive.”

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

HOLLAND – The Holland 
Wales Baseball Softball League 
will host a day filled with live mu-
sic, games, face painting, a beer 
garden and other family fun 
festivities, on Saturday, 
Sept. 30, at Hitch-
cock Field in Hol-
land. 

The event 
will begin at 
4 p.m., fea-
turing enter-
tainment from 
local musi-
cians Michael 
Kae and The 
John Wayne Ex-
perience, followed 
by an outdoor movie 
screening. 

The event is free and will offer 
attendees an opportunity to sup-
port local businesses, vendors and 
the league through many optional 
activities. 

“Youth athletics provide a pos-
itive impact on a player’s life both 
on and off the field. The coaches 
in our program, all volunteers, 
are dedicated to making sure our 
players have a fun and rewarding 
experience,” said League President 
Michael Breor. 

“Fun is our number one goal; 
if a player doesn’t have a great ex-
perience, we’ve failed,” said Breor.

The Fall Fest initiative aims 
to engage the entire community by 
offering an event that is open with 
free admission to the public. 

Many free activities will be of-
fered, including a bonfire, bounce 
houses and cornhole. 

“Everyone plays a role in mak-
ing sure these programs continue 
to exist for our children, the town 
of Holland, town of Wales, leader-
ship at our elementary schools, lo-
cal businesses, and ultimately, the 
volunteers who dedicate countless 
hours during the season and behind 
the scenes preparing for each sea-
son,” said Breor. 

He added the league is hop-
ing to continue growing the pro-
gram, as they experienced a de-
cline in participation following the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We rebuilt the program in 

2022 (and) increased the number 
of players by 30%,” said Breor of 
the 2023 season. 

While the league continues to 
strive for growth, costs increase in 
the process.

“When you add more players, 
you add more teams, more uni-

forms, more equipment and 
more coaches,” said 

Breor. 
The league 

tries to keep the 
costs the same 
every year, 
and the mon-
ey raised goes 
back into the 
community by 

providing op-
portunities for 

youth athletes. 
“The commu-

nity supports our play-
ers and our players support 

the community,” said Breor. 
The values taught in sports 

can be applied to life and support 
youth development into produc-
tive members of society, he said. 

“Providing the opportunity 
for our players to play for their 
hometown is a reason we all vol-
unteer and support these pro-
grams. It’s how we grew up, and 
we want to provide those same op-
portunities for future generations,” 
said Breor.

During the baseball/softball 
season, Breor said the league 
“tend[s] to focus on the league 
families and teams,” whereas the 
Fall Fest “gets the whole commu-
nity involved.”

Breor said HWBSL “pro-
vides an opportunity for children 
to learn the game, understand the 
value of teamwork and establish 
childhood memories that will last 
a lifetime.”

To support the youth base-
ball/softball athletes of Holland 
and Wales while participating in a 
community gathering, stop by Fall 
Fest Saturday, Sept. 30, at 4 p.m.

For those interested in making 
donations or a sponsorship for the 
2024 season, contact the league at 
Holland.Wales.Baseball@gmail.
com or mail checks made payable 
to Holland Softball League at 27 
Sturbridge Road, Holland, MA, 
01521. 

Palmer Fire Department 
welcomes new firefighterHWBSL hosts second annual Fall Fest

Kelcie Greebe and Landon Breor enjoy slushies after 
playing ball. 

Young players are in position as they wait for the 
batter to knock the ball out of the park. 

Courtesy photos

Renee Forgues receives her certificate, accompanied by her fa-
ther, Thomas Forgues (left) and Chief William Bernat of the Palm-
er Fire Department.

Renee Forgues celebrates 
her accomplishment with her 
daughter, Raven.
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73 South Street  •  Ware, Massachusetts 01082  •  cedarbrookvillage.com

MAKE YOURSELF 
AT HOME!

Begin a new journey of happy and 
healthy living at Cedarbrook Village.

The care you need for the life you want.

Call 413-758-5377 to schedule a visit!

INDEPENDENT LIVING

ASSISTED LIVING

MEMORY CARE

Our Assisted Living program meets the individual 
needs and preferences of each resident to support and 

preserve independence and enhance quality of life.

DISCOVER YOUR COMMUNITY!

  

GREAT ON THE GRILL

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHULETA KAN KAN ..........

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...........

USDA INSP. $399
lb

SALE DATES: 9/7/23-9/13/23

$249

lb

USDA INSP. FOZEN

BABY BACK PORK RIBS....$288

USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF TOP ROUND 
STEAK or ROAST ...................
USDA INSP. FRESH

PERDUE ROASTER CHICKEN

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS .....

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
21/30 COUNT 

COOKED SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ............. ea

$299
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

HADDOCK FILLETS
BATTERED & BREADED ............

$299

$399
lb

ea

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BBQ MARINATED BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS ..........
USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF BRISKET .................

$139
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST .............

$399
lb

$899

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAKS

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKEN ....................

$555
lb

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF T-BONE or 

PORTERHOUSE STEAKS

69¢

$249
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$379
lb

$899
lb

$496
lb

OMP welcome students back to school

Fifth-grader Tristan Riel looks determined to get to 
class on time for his first day back. 

Third-grader Juleirys Feliciano and ELA teacher, Karyn 
Perry share a photo on the first day. 

William Brown III is ready to return to class. 

Second-grader Arielle Warren is shown walking into 
school for her first day back. 

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Students, teachers and staff reunite in the hallway before making their way to class. 

One student smiles as she 
jumps off the bus for her 
first day back. 

First-grader Ruhan Waqas is all smiles while visiting 
friends and teachers.

Students carry their bags and seek guidance from teachers greeting them on their 
first day back. Some teachers help redirect students or hold hands to guide them to 
class. 

PALMER – As students transitioned 
from summer mode into back-to-school 
mode, teachers volunteered to assist new 
and returning students to their class-
rooms. 

Though some Old Mill Pond stu-
dents wore their best smiles, others shed 
a tear in light of summer vacation offi-
cially coming to an end. 

For Palmer School District students 
in grades one through 12, the beginning 
of the year kicked off Tuesday, Aug. 29. 

For the youngsters, kindergarten 
kicked off Tuesday, Sept. 6.

Some students started their school 
year walking hand-in-hand with a friend, 
hugging a favorite teacher, high-fiving 
the school mascot, Cubby, or frantically 
looking for their homeroom. 

Teachers stood by to aid students 
in need, and even cheered them on with 
pom-poms and smiles in support of the 
new school year. 

Dimetrios Kalogeras smiles as he passes the school 
mascot, Cubby, on his way in. 

Students pour into the school by the dozen. Shown 
are Hailey Partridge, Matthew Bergeron and Wesley 
Lombardi. 

Second-grader Gavin Turrene is one of many students 
making their way through the halls. 
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Panthers get first victory in Labor Day match

SOUTHWICK – On a hot 
Monday afternoon, Palmer girls 
soccer was one of the first teams in 
the region to have a regular season 
soccer match as they traveled to 
Southwick Regional. Palmer scored 
early into the matchup and then 
added a goal about 20 minutes to 
take a 2-0 lead. They tacked on two 
more for a 4-1 win. Charlotte Theri-
ault had two goals for the Panthers 
while Ava Przybycien and Gianna 
Perry added single tallies for Palm-
er, which has been a playoff and 
state tournament contender during 
the past two seasons.

Gianna Perry receives a pass and 
guides the ball.

Fallon Lynch tries to clear the ball 
away.

Vanessa Baer changes directions to grab the loose ball.

Ava Przybycien heads up the field 
with the ball.

Charlotte Theriault tries to get around an opponent.Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Loretta Petrashewicz gets a throw-in.

Alex Young focuses on the ball after receiving a pass.

Mustangs boys
prepare for opener

MONSON – Last week, 
Monson boys soccer was in 
scrimmage action. The Mus-
tangs hosted Hampden Charter 
in an exhibition match as both 
teams get ready for the regular 
campaign. Monson’s got start-
ed with a home game against 
Northampton on Wednesday. 
The Mustangs are then set to 
play on Friday, Sept. 8 against 
SICS.

Ben Pignone dribbles into traffic. Ethan Thurston makes a throw-in.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Anthony Tulloch starts up the field.

Jake Beaupre tries to 
play a ball in the air.

Pioneers test their mettle

WILBRAHAM – 
Last Saturday morning, 
Pathfinder Regional foot-
ball traveled a short way 
to Wilbraham & Monson 
Academy and had their 
final scrimmage action 
before the regular season 
is supposed to begin. The 
Pioneers are scheduled 
to open the season right 
nearby, taking on neigh-
bor Palmer High School on 
Friday, Sept. 8 at 7 p.m.

Cecil Burgess-Bruso tries to avoid a tackle as he runs toward the sideline.

Nicholas Pfisher makes a throw.

Hunter Griswold looks to make a 
decision with the ball in traffic.

Jarrett Skowyra jumps to make the 
catch.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Ethan Nompleggi makes 
a reception and stays 
inbounds.

FOOTBALL
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Athlete of the Week

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

More companies,
more choices,

BETTER RATES!

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

www.moultoninsurance.com 
413-967-3327

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

Ava Przybycien
Palmer High School

Ava Przybycien was one of the goal-scor-
ers for Palmer High School in their sea-
son-opening victory at Southwick on Mon-
day, Sept. 4.
To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. 
Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send an 
e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com.

Pioneers cap season with Festa match

Monson’s Connor Hicks receives a pass and 
makes his way up the field.

Max Robbins looks to catch up with the ball. Noah Rivera stops the ball.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Kyle Tomas winds up for a long kick.

LUDLOW – 
After another sea-
son with a playoff 
appearance in the 
USL-2 League, many 
members of the West-
ern Mass. Pioneers 
got together one last 
time for the annual 
Friendly Festa game 
on Sunday afternoon. 
The entire team was 
put together by the 
Lusitano Club of 
Ludlow. The exhi-
bition has been hap-
pening for the past 
several years during 
the town’s Festa cel-
ebration.

Goalie Al Albano sends the ball up the field.

MOORESVILLE, N.C. – Af-
ter two races off, Tommy Baldwin 
Racing announced today that the 
team will field a Mayhew Tools 
No. 7NY entry for Doug Coby in 
this Saturday’s NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour 150 at Monadnock 
Speedway.

Coby and Baldwin enter the 
event leading the point standings 
for the Whelen Granite State 
Short Track Cup, which will con-
clude Saturday night. 

The Cup awards a bonus of 
$5,000 to the team that captures 
the most points over three events. 
Coby picked up the win in round 
one of the Cup at Monadnock 
back in May and finished sixth 
in the second race at Lee USA 
Speedway to enter this weekend 
in the lead.

The team is also eligible for 
additional bonuses from the Cup, 
including a lap leader bonus from 
all three events combined and the 
best average finish over the three 
races. The team has the oppor-
tunity to collect over $6,400 in 
bonus money, plus any winnings 
collected for finishing position on 
Saturday. It made the decision to 
attend a no-brainer.

Last month, Tommy Bald-

win Jr. announced a diagnosis of 
cancer and is currently undergo-
ing treatments. The team is not 
returning full-time on the Whelen 
Modified Tour for the remainder 
of the season, but will come to-
gether to chase the Cup crown at 
Monadnock. 

Baldwin is selling Baldwin 
Strong stickers on his website, 
TommyBaldwinRacing.com, and 
donating final proceeds to the 
Matheny School. His goal is to 
share awareness and have every-
one know they are all in it togeth-
er when fighting through health 
issues.

“After winning at Monad-
nock in May and leading the 
Cup standings heading into Sat-
urday, we really wanted to make 
this event happen,” team owner 
Tommy Baldwin Jr. said. “I’m 
thankful for everyone’s support 
through my announcement and 
treatments - it’s been incredible 
and our entire family couldn’t be 
more grateful. The team will be 
ready to roll into Monadnock to 
chase the Cup title, but also an-
other win for Mayhew Tools and 
everyone involved with Doug and 
our team.”

Coby has one goal in mind 

for Saturday: win. 
“We had a great car last time 

at Monadnock, it was dominant 
all day,” Coby said. “This will be 
a little bit of a different race being 
at night compared to the day time 
back in May. As far as Tommy 
wanting to have a car prepared 
and go to the track, it’s good for 
him to be able to have something 
different to focus on and he said 
he feels good enough to make it 
happen, which is great to hear. 
With the race now 150 laps, you 
will probably be able to go harder 
and really battle for spots earlier 
in the race. There will likely be 
some serious battling on restarts 
to keep or gain track position.”

Saturday’s event schedule at 
Monadnock Speedway includes 
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour 
practice from 2:55-3:55 p.m., fol-
lowed by qualifying at 5:30 p.m. 
The estimated green flag time for 
the Winchester Fair 150 is set for 
8 p.m. Tickets for the race are 
available in advance at JDVPro-
ductions.coom. The event will air 
live on FloRacing.TV for those 
who can’t make it to New Hamp-
shire.

WORCESTER – The Worces-
ter Railers Hockey Club  (@Rail-
ersHC), proud  ECHL  (@ECHL) 
affiliate of the  New York Island-
ers  (@NYIslanders) is pleased to 
welcome David Aitken to the front 
office staff as the Vice President of 
Tickets & Corporate Partnerships.

“David has a proven track re-
cord of driving revenue in minor 
league sports,” said Railers HC 
President, Stephanie Ramey. “He 
has been a direct contributor of sig-
nificant AHL ticket sales growth in 
both Rochester and Cleveland and 
will bring new ideas to enhance 
the Railers experience for fans and 
sponsors.”

Aitken will oversee all reve-
nue channels for the Railers and 
will help further develop the ticket 
sales and corporate sponsorships 
departments. Most recently, Ait-
ken spent nearly five years as the 
Director of Ticket Sales with the 
Rochester Americans (AHL) and 
Rochester Knighthawks (NLL), 
as part of Pegula Sports and En-
tertainment, the parent company 
of the Buffalo Sabres and Buffalo 
Bills. His responsibilities included 

strategy, budgeting, and personnel.
Under Aitken’s leadership, the 

Amerks achieved their highest sea-
son ticket numbers and ticket sales 
revenue in the franchise’s 67-year 
history. The Amerks concluded the 
2023 Calder Cup Playoffs with the 
highest attendance for the AHL 
clubs playing more than one home 
playoff game, which featured three 
of six home games with a sell-out 
crowd of 10,662 at their venue.

Prior to his time in Roches-
ter, Aitken spent eight seasons with 
the Cleveland Monsters (AHL) 
as part of the Cleveland Cavaliers 
(NBA) organization. His position 
with the team was Sr. Manager of 
Business Development where he 
led all new business ticket sales ef-
forts, as well as managed a senior 
level team of ticket representa-
tives. During this time, Aitken was 
also responsible for youth hockey 
game-day programming and com-
munity outreach efforts for six sea-
sons and was instrumental in the 
founding of the Monsters’ “Grow 
the Game” and Learn to Play ini-
tiatives in Northeast Ohio.

Aitken’s tenure in Cleveland 

was highlighted by placing among 
the AHL’s top 10 in group sales 
for five seasons and generated the 
most group sales in franchise his-
tory at that time in the 2015-16 
season. He was also part of the 
2016 Calder Cup champion Lake 
Erie Monsters staff which won the 
AHL’s President’s Award for Busi-
ness Team of the Year.

Aitken is originally from 
Chestertown, NY in the Lake 
George region, and is relocating to 
Worcester with his wife Colleen, 
and their three daughters, Leah, 
Emma, and Olivia. His start date 
with the Railers is Monday, July 
24.

The  Worcester Railers HC 
2023-24 Opening Weekend  at the 
DCU Center is Saturday, Oct. 21 
and Sunday, Oct. 22 vs. the Ad-
irondack Thunder & Trois-Rivieres 
Lions. Season memberships, mini-
plans, and group packages for the 
2023-24 season are on sale now by 
calling the Railers front office at 
508-365-1750 or by visiting Rail-
ersHC.com.Submitted photo

Palmer's 5/6 girls team smile proudly as they ended their season with the Spec Pond Summer Basketball League 
undefeated with a 9-0-1 record this year.

Undefeated season Railers name new VP

Coby among hungry contenders for 
Monadnock Race

SPRINGFIELD – The Chris Paul 
Family Foundation and Naismith Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame announced the 
third annual circuit of two Historically 
Black College and University (HBCU) 
events, the HBCU Tip-Off and Chal-
lenge, presented by the AEA Founda-
tion. 

The HBCU Tip-Off will take 
place Nov. 18-19 at the Mohegan Sun 
Arena in Uncasville, Connecticut, and 
the HBCU Challenge will be held Dec. 
16-17 at Michelob ULTRA Arena at 
Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino in 
Las Vegas.

“As an HBCU graduate himself, 
Chris Paul has long been a prominent 

voice for the empowerment of HBCU 
athletes,” said John L. Doleva, Presi-
dent and CEO of the Naismith Basket-
ball Hall of Fame. “The Hall of Fame 
is honored to work alongside Chris 
to create opportunities for these stu-
dent-athletes, and we look forward to 
watching them play in two competitive 
weekends of basketball.”

Paul, an active philanthropist and 
entrepreneur, has actively supported 
HBCUs for years. He currently serves 
on President Joe Biden’s advisory 
board on Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities. Paul executive pro-
duced Why Not Us: North Caroli-
na Central Basketball, Why Not Us: 

FAMU Football, and Why Not Us: 
Southern Dance on ESPN+. In ad-
dition, Paul partnered with Harvard 
Business School to bring its Enter-
tainment, Media and Sports program 
to select HBCUs to develop a pipeline 
for students pursuing careers in those 
industries. He launched HBCU voting 
initiatives to encourage students to 
vote during the past election and part-
nered with Sour Patch Kids and the 
Thurgood Marshall College Fund to 
create The Mischief for Change Schol-
arship, a college scholarship fund with 
a $1 million commitment over the next 
five years for students attending HB-
CUs. In 2022, Paul graduated with a 

degree from Winston-Sa-
lem State University.

“We are looking for-
ward to the third year of 
our HBCU events,” said 
Paul. “These events present 
a unique opportunity for 
student athletes to play on 
a national stage. I’m excit-
ed to collaborate with the 
Basketball Hall of Fame, 
Mohegan Sun, and MGM 
Resorts and am grateful to 
all of our partners for their 
commitment to HBCU 
schools and athletes in part-
nership with this event.” 

Tickets for the 2023 
Chris Paul HBCU Tip-Off 
and HBCU Challenge will 
both go on sale on Friday, 
Sept. 8. 

Paul, Hall team up to host tip-off event
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DEATH
NOTICES

Richard B Smith
Died August 27, 2023
Lombard Funeral 
Home

Strange, Grant E.
Died August 25, 2023

O B I T U A R I E S

MONSON—Richard Brad-
way Smith, 94, passed away at 
home on August 27, 2023. Rich-
ard was born in Southbridge 
on August 10, 1929 to the late 
Perley and Dorothy (Bradway) 
Smith. After graduating from 
Charlton High School, Richard 
enlisted in the U.S. Airforce 
where he served during both the 
Korean and Vietnam Wars. Rich-
ard later retired from the Mili-
tary in 1968.

Richard lived in Monson for 
52 years where he worked at the 
C.F. Church Co. as well as the 
Monson Developmental Center. 
Richard was also a proud mem-
ber and Past Master of the Day 
Spring Lodge of Masons. He 

was also a member of the Scot-
tish Rites and a past Commander 
of the Legion of Honor for the 
Melha Shriners. Richard was a 
devoted member of the Ameri-
can Legion post 241 in Monson, 
Post 2596 of Wales, Vietnam 
Veterans of America Post 405 in 
Ware, and a past Commander of 
the VFW Post 9093 in Gilbert-
ville.

Richard leaves his daughter, 
Julie Schofield of Dublin Ohio; 
his long-time companion Rose; 
four grandchildren, seven great 
grandchildren, many cousins and 
friends.

Lombard Funeral Home has 
been entrusted with Richard’s 
arrangements. Visiting hours for 

Richard will be held on Tuesday, 
September 5, 2023 from 4:00 – 
7:00 pm. A Masonic Evergreen 
service will be held during vis-
itation.  A Graveside service 
with Military Honors will take 
place on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 6, 2023 11:00am at Hillcrest 
Cemetery, 32 Wilbraham Rd. 
Monson MA. Friends and fami-
ly are asked to gather directly at 
the cemetery. In lieu of flowers 
please consider a memorial do-
nation to the Shriners Hospitals 
for Children 516 Carew Street 
Springfield, MA 01104. For 
online condolences please visit 
www.lombardfuneralhome.com

Richard B. Smith, 1929-2023

Police/Fire
  Police Logs

  Fire Logs

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, 

date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, which allows families 

to publish extended death notice information of their own choice and 
may include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries should 
be submitted through a funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

BONDSVILLE—Grant E. 
Strange, 74, passed away Au-
gust 25, 2023 at Baystate Med-
ical Center.  Born November 17, 
1948 in Boston, he was the son 
of Charles E. and Nancy (Mel-
len) Strange.  Grant grew up in 
Amherst and has lived in the 
Bondsville section of Palmer for 
44 years.  Grant graduated from 
Amherst Regional High School 
in 1967 and attended the School 
of Practical Arts in Boston for a 
year and then continued his art-
istry as a sculptor assistant.  Fol-
lowing in his father’s footsteps 
as an artist, he continued to share 
his talents of painting, sketching, 
stain glass and woodworking 
with many family and friends.  
Nature scenes were brought to 
life with oil paintings, and he 
shared his talents among art 
shows throughout the art com-
munity as well as with classes 
that were hosted at the Palm-
er Senior Center.  Hundreds of 

winter hats were also 
shared with family and 
friends with Grants 
creativity and talent.  
Along with being an 
artist, the years spent 
in caring for others as 
a certified nurse’s aide 
and certified home 
health aide in the set-
ting of nursing homes, 
private homes and hospice, 
blessed many lives of his dear 
patients.  His warm heart and 
caring soul and love for people 
was evident in all those who he 
came in contact with both pro-
fessionally and personally.  In 
his younger years, Grant enjoyed 
his time singing in the choir, 
sharing with others his magnif-
icent voice.  His musical talent 
spread to strumming the guitar, 
a past time that he shared with 
Sue and the gathering of fellow 
guitarists, the Pickers.  Grant 
was looking forward to picking 

up his guitar again 
after the years of not 
playing.  He will be 
greatly missed by his 
wife of 45 years, Lil-
lian “Sue” S. (Ridz) 
along with his sister, 
Susan Morissette of 
Ware, and brothers, 
David Strange of 
Chicopee and Philip 

Strange of Athol.  His memory 
will also forever remain with his 
in-laws, George and Vija Ridz 
of Monson, Patricia and Don 
Ferrell of Bondsville, Donald 
and Kathy Ridz of Monson, and 
David Ridz of Palmer along with 
several nieces and nephews.  
Beers & Story Palmer Funeral 
Home has been entrusted with 
the arrangements.  Services are 
not being scheduled at this time.  
In lieu of flowers, please make 
donations to the Palmer Senior 
Center.  Please visit www.beer-
sandstory.com

Grant E. Strange

Palmer
The Palmer Police Department 

reported 446 incidents on its logs 
for Aug. 22 – Aug. 28 including:

August 23
At 1:13 p.m. Antonio Jose Ser-

rano, 29, of 14 Maple Terr. in Three 
Rivers was involved in an accident 
on Maple Terrace. Serrano received 
a summons for negligent operation 
of motor vehicle and speeding in vi-
olation of special regulation. 

August 24
At 5:15 p.m. Timothy Joseph 

Denson, 38, of 1624 Park St. in 
Palmer was pulled over on Converse 
Street. Denson received a summons 
for operating a vehicle after sus-
pended or revoked registration and 
uninsured motor vehicle.

At 7:04 p.m. David B. Gagnon 
Jr., 49, was involved in an accident 
on Park Street. Gagnon was arrested 
on OUI liquor second offense, neg-
ligent operation of a motor vehicle 
and no inspection sticker.   

August 25
At 12:30 p.m. at the Palmer 

Police Department, officers arrest-
ed Matthew Stearns, 45, 7 Hidden 
Acres in Wales on charges of op-
erating a motor vehicle without 
a license and OUI liquor second 
offense. Michelle Hale, 50, of 26 
Union St. in Westfield was received 
a charge of OUI liquor and taken 
into protective custody. No other 
details were provided. 

August 26
At 12:02 a.m. Elizabeth Taylor 

Chrusciel, 31, of 48 Meadowbrook 
Lane in Palmer received a summons 
for assault and battery.

At the same time and location 
Jessalyn Eva Marie Hughes-Unger-
land, 30 of 110 Pleasant St. in Ware 
was taken into protective custody. 

At 5:06 p.m. Kim A. Kloc, 62, 
of 1 Berkshire St.  in Palmer was 
involved in an accident on Central 
Street. Kloc was arrested on charges 
of OUI liquor and negligent opera-
tion of a motor vehicle. 

At 6:25 p.m. Dave E. Dorian, 

18, of 120 Mechanic St. in Marlbor-
ough was pulled over in the vicini-
ty of Park Street and Breckenridge 
Street. Dorian received a summons 
for operating a motor vehicle with 
a suspended license, marked lanes 
violation, speeding rate of speed 
greater than was reasonable and 
proper and uninsured motor vehicle. 

At 8:17 p.m. Victor Perez Ortiz, 
67, of 18 Snow St. in Southbridge 
was pulled over on N. Main Street. 
Perez Ortiz was arrested on charges 
of unlicensed operation of a motor 
vehicle, marked lane violations, 
speeding at a rate of speed that was 
greater than reasonable and proper 
and uninsured motor vehicle. 

August 28
At 7:44 p.m. Nathan Alexander 

Bruneau, 22, of 44 Lakeshore Drive 
in Monson was pulled over on N. 
Main Street. Bruneau received a 
summons for operating a motor ve-
hicle after a suspended or revoked 
registration, uninsured motor vehi-
cle and no inspection sticker.  

Bondsville 
 For the period Aug. 22 to Aug. 28, 
Bondsville fire responded to 2 calls. 

On Thursday, Aug. 24 at 9:24 
a.m., the department responded 
to Palmer St. for a fluid spill.   The 
department returned to service at 
10:25 a.m.

On Thursday Aug. 24 at 4:06 
p.m., the department was dispatched 
mutual aid to Park St. in Palmer for 
a grill fire. The call was cancelled 
enroute and the department returned 

to service at 4:10 p.m.
 

Three Rivers
The Three Rivers Fire Department 

responded to four calls for the 
week of Aug. 28-Sept. 4.

On Tuesday, Aug. 29 at 11:25 
p.m. the Department responded to a 
motor vehicle accident (no injuries) 
at the underpass on Palmer Street. 
The Department returned to service 
at 1:35 p.m. 

On Wednesday, Aug. 30 at 5:13 

p.m. the Department assisted EMS 
on Main Street, returning to service 
at 5:34 p.m. 

On Thursday, Sept. 1 at 8:49 
p.m. the Department responded to 
a CO detector activation on Palmer 
Street, returning to service at 9:19 
p.m.

On Friday, Sept. 2 at 8:44 a.m. 
the Department responded to a 
nonemergency call on Glenn Street, 
returning to service at 9 a.m. 

STOW—Massachusetts Gov. 
Maura T. Healey has declared Sep-
tember to be campus fire safety 
month in Massachusetts, and fire 
officials are reminding students, 
parents, and others to be sure 
their living spaces have working 
smoke alarms and carbon monox-
ide alarms, and that they know two 
ways out in an emergency.

State Fire Marshal Jon M. Da-
vine said 2,608 fires occurred in 
student dormitories, fraternities, 
and sororities in Massachusetts be-
tween 2018 and 2022. These fires 
caused six civilian injuries, 11 fire 
service injuries, and more than $3 
million in damages. Fire officials 
are especially concerned about 
fire safety in apartments and other 
types of off-campus student hous-
ing, where two college students 
died in separate, unrelated fires in 
2013.

“Fire safety is vitally import-
ant whether you live in a dorm, 
apartment, single-family home, 
multifamily dwelling, sorority, or 
fraternity,” said Davine. “Everyone 
should have working smoke and 
CO alarms on every level of their 
residence and know two ways out 
in an emergency. In the event of a 
fire, don’t waste precious time re-
trieving personal belongings - get 
out, stay out, and call 9-1-1.”

Davine also noted that fire 
safety precautions should remain 
in place all through the year. Win-
dows, doors, and stairways should 
always be clear of boxes, furni-
ture, bicycles, and anything else 
that might hinder an escape. Fire 
doors should never be blocked or 
chocked open. And smoke and 
carbon monoxide alarms must re-
main operational all year long, as 
required by law.

“If your rental doesn’t have 
smoke and carbon monoxide 
alarms, insist on them,” said Hyan-
nis Fire Chief Peter J. Burke, Jr, 

who serves as president of the 
Fire Chiefs Association of Massa-
chusetts. “Landlords are required 
to provide them, but don’t spend 
a single night unprotected in the 
meantime. For the price of a pizza, 
you can go to a hardware store and 
pick up smoke and CO alarms that 
could save your life. Choose photo-
electric smoke alarms with sealed, 
long-life batteries. Test them once 
a month to be sure you’re protect-
ed, and never, ever disable them.”

Working alarms, clear exit 
routes, and a practiced plan for us-
ing them are crucial for when a fire 
breaks out, but students can also 
take steps to prevent them from 
starting in the first place:

There is no safe way to smoke, 
but if you must smoke then do it 
responsibly. Don’t flick cigarettes 
on the ground, where they can 
smolder and ignite debris, or grind 
them out on porches or steps. Use 
a heavy ashtray on a sturdy surface 
and put it out, all the way, every 
time.

Always plug appliances such 
as air conditioners and space heat-
ers into wall sockets that can han-
dle the current, not power strips or 
extension cords. Don’t overload 
outlets with multiple devices.

Turn space heaters off when 
leaving the room or going to sleep. 
Never leave a space heater unat-
tended.

 Don’t leave pots and pans 
unattended on a lit stove top, and 
keep flammable items away from 
burners. In the event of a grease 
fire, smother the flames with a lid 
and then turn off the heat. Cook 
only when you’re alert, not when 
you’re drowsy or impaired.

Never leave candles burning 
unattended. Extinguish them be-
fore leaving the room. Even better, 
switch to battery-powered candles.

 Use the charging equipment 
provided by the manufacturer and 
disconnect it when the device is 
charged. Charge phones, laptops, 
e-cigarettes, e-bike batteries, and 
other devices on a hard and stable 
surface - never a bed, couch, or pil-
low. If you notice an unusual odor, 
change in color, change in shape, 
leaking, or odd noises, stop using 
the device right away. If it can be 
moved safely, move it away from 
anything that can burn and call the 
local fire department. For more fire 
safety tips for both on and off cam-
pus, visit www.mass.gov/dfs.

September is campus fire safety month

Foursomes
needed for charity 
golf tournament

AGAWAM – Registration and signups are cur-
rently open and underway for the Sixth Annual “Shoot 
Fore The Stars To Cure Cancer” Golf Tournament to 
benefit the Dana Farber Cancer Institute. In the first 
five years, the event has raised over $15,000 for can-
cer research. The four-person scramble event will take 
place on Monday, Sept. 18 at Wintonbury Hills Golf 
Course in Bloomfield, CT. The event will be an 11 a.m. 
shotgun start. There will be prizes up for grabs (Closest 
to Pin/Long Drive) along with a putting contest. Entry 
fee covers golf, lunch and dinner. Please contact Shoot-
FOREtheStarstoCureCancer@gmail.com   more infor-
mation. We hope you can join us.

Polanie Club to hold 
‘Spotlight on Beautiful 
Fashions’ fashion show
LUDLOW -- The Polanie Club will hold a 

Fashion Show “Spotlight on Beautiful Fashions” to 
honor the memory of the late Loretta T. Goyette, 
Club President for 32 years, Fashions presented by 
Zanna of Amherst on Sunday, Oct. 1, 2023 at Lud-
low Country Club, 1 Tony Lema Drive, Ludlow.

Doors open at 11 a.m. followed by lunch at 
noon with Entree choices of Chicken Francaise,

Roast Pork Loin or Grilled Salmon. 
Entertainment provided by Richie Mitnick and 

Peter Annone. Reserved Seating at $48 available 
by sending check payable to POLANIE CLUB and 
mailing to:

Ms. Denise Meyers--14 Glen Albyn Street 
Springfield, MA, 01104 specify Meal Choice In-
formation   please call: Denise-413 563-7464, 
Stacy- 413-593-1172, Dianne-413-214-3822, 
Jeanne-413-589-0366 or Sophie-413-540-9877.

Scantic River Artisans 
hosting professional 

photo taking with phone 
presentation

HAMPDEN-- Learn how to use your smart-
phone to take photographs of your artwork and 
sculptural work for your website or to add to your 
portfolio. Artist Nan Hurlburt will demonstrate 
how to take photos and show your art to its best 
advantage.

Each participant is allowed two pieces to pho-
tograph. Finished files will be emailed to each par-
ticipant.

Criteria: Paintings, drawings (hanging work 
must NOT be framed), and sculptural work.

Presentation will be on Saturday, September 
16th from 10:00am - 1:00pm in the Communi-
ty Room at the Hampden Sr. Center at 104 Allen 
Street, Hampden, MA.

Contact Sue Superson: sjsrighter@aol.com to 
sign up and to answer any questions. Space is lim-
ited.

There will be a $10 charge.

The Scantic River Artisans to 
hold “Fall into Art” Art Show 

HAMPDEN—The Scantic River Artisans will 
be holding the “Fall into Art” Art Show on Saturday, 
Sept. 23, from 3 – 8 p.m. and Sunday, Sept. 24 from 
11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

On Saturday, there will be a reception with wine, 
cheese and music and peer awards given out on Sun-
day.

The art show will take place in the Community 
Room at the Hampden Senior Center at 104 Allen 
Street in Hampden, MA. 

Additionally, featured at the art show will be 
“THE NEW ENGLAND MOSAIC - 24 FOOT WALL 
OF ART”

The New England Mosaic is a 24-foot fine art wall 
made up of 264 individual 6”x 6” canvas tiles painted 
by over 200 area artists . The wall captures the beauty 
and diversity of New England life. The tiles will be for 
sale and the proceeds will fund scholarships for area 
art students.

Visit: www.scanticriverartisans.com to fill out a 
“Call for Artists” form if you wish to participate in 
the art show. Or pick up forms at the Hampden Senior 
Center.

‘Dancing with the Stars II’
to occur Sept. 30

HAMPDEN -- “Dancing with the Stars II”, 
a benefit for the Theatre Guild of Hampden, will 
occur on Saturday, Sept. 30 at Thornton Burgess 
Middle School at 85 Wilbraham Road in Hampden. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the show starts at 7 
p.m. Enjoy desserts and beverages, a raffle and gift 
baskets and a fun night for all ages. 

Tickets can be purchased at Lou’s Bagel Nook 
on Somers Road, 413-566-1515, or at Mark Henry 
Florist on Main Street in Indian Orchard, 413-543-
4203. The requested donation is $25 for adults and 
$10 for children aged 12 and under.

Theatre Guild announces
auditions for ‘Oklahoma’ 

HAMPDEN – The Theatre Guild of Hampden  has 
announced auditions for Rodgers and Hammerstein’s clas-
sic musical “Oklahoma”.

Audition dates are Monday, Sept. 18 and Tuesday, 
Sept. 19 at 7 p.m. in the Hampden Senior Center on Allen 
Street. 

The show dates are April 5,6,7, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20 and 
21, 2024 at the Red Barn at Fountain Park on Tinkham 
Road. 

Christopher Rojas and Mark Giza are directors. Tom 
Slowik is the Musical Director and Dina DelBuono is the 
Choreographer. For more information, one can reach Giza 
at 413-204-5333 or 413-543-4203. 
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The Journal Register encourages read-
ers to contact event coordinators and or-
ganizers for updated event times. Have an 
event to promote? Email the information (in 
sentence form and as a Word doc or plain 
email text – no PDFs or flyers, please – to 
pressreleases@turley.com.

COMING SOON
THE NIPMUCK INDIAN COUNCIL 

of Chaubunagungamaug will present their 
41st annual Pow-Wow on Sept. 9 and 10 
at Lake Siog Recreational Park, Dugg Hill 
Rd., in Holland. This event is open to the 
public and will feature authentic native 
drumming and dancing, native crafts and 
jewelry, and traditional and contemporary 
food. Suggested donation is $5 for adults, 
$2 for Senior’s age 65+ and Children 6-12. 
The grounds will be open to the public from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. For more infor-
mation, please call 508-347-7829 or e-mail 
acw1213@verizon.net.

 
GLENDALE UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH (corner of Main St & Cushman 
St in Monson) is having a Manicotti Dinner 
on Saturday, Sept. 9, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.  
Dinner includes Manicotti and sauce, salad, 

green beans, rolls, hot fudge brownie sun-
dae, and beverages. The cost is Adults $15 
and children $7.00.   Please call 413- 267-
5207 to make reservations.  Thank you for 
your support and enjoy a nice meal without 
having to prepare or clean-up.

“THE LUCKY DUCK RACE”, will be 
held again this year by the Monson Lions 
Club during the Food Truck festivities at 
Veteran’s Field, Saturday, Sept. 16.  Please 
support the Monson Lions Club.  Buy your 
duck or ducks and watch the “Back the 
Duck Race” as Yellow Ducks dive into the 
Chicopee Brook and swim to the Finish 
Line on that Saturday afternoon, Post Time 
is 3 p.m.  

JIMMY FUND WALK: Registration 
is now open for the 2023 Boston Marathon 
Jimmy Fund Walk Scheduled for Sunday, 
Oct. 1. Proceeds from the event support all 
forms of adult and pediatric patient care 
and cancer research at one of the nation’s 
premier cancer centers, Dana-Farber Can-
cer Institute. All four routes will culminate 
at the Jimmy Fund Walk Finish Line in the 
Fenway neighborhood. If walkers want to 
participate a bit closer to home, the Jimmy 
Fund Walk has flexible opportunities, in-

cluding virtually. Register as an individual 
walker, team member or start a team at Jim-
myFundWalk.org or by calling 866-531-
9255. 

INTERESTS 
CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2-4 p.m. 

daily at the Holland Public Library, 23 Stur-
bridge Road to learn or practice different 
crafts. There are new crafts every Wednes-
day. For more information, call 413-245-
3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Lo-
cated at 35 Ely Rd., Monson, nature trails 
are open daily until dusk for hiking, snow-
shoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail 
maps can be found in the parking lot. The 
Phillips Sculpture Garden is open year-
round (handouts in box on one of the sign-
posts). For more information call 413-267-
4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.
org or visit keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS 
GUILD: Members meet at 1 p.m. on the 
first and third Thursdays of the month in the 
Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Riv-
ers. The Guild is a no-pressure group with 

varying degrees of accomplishments, from 
novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. 
Dues are $55 a year. For more information, 
contact Barbara Beaulieu at 267-4044 or 
Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Follow 
them on Facebook for more.

ONGOING
FARMER’S MARKETS: The Brim-

field Farmers Market at Hitchcock Acade-
my is a fun place to find cool, unique prod-
ucts, plants and seasonal produce every 
Saturday while you meet your neighbors 
and support Hitchcock and local businesses. 

THE WALES BAPTIST CHURCH 
FARMER’S MARKET is 9 a.m. to noon 
every Saturday until Labor Day directly 
across the street from the church on Route 
19 in Wales. Items being sold are baked 
goods, honey, seasonal vegetables, antiques 
and crafts. 

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. 
and/or 6:30-8:30 p.m., every Thursday at 
the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St, Mon-
son. Rose’s line dancing classes include 
absolute beginners and beginners, and par-

ticipants get to dance to all types of music. 
$10 per class. Please wear comfortable 
footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the sec-
ond Tuesday of every month at Top Floor 
Learning (third floor of the Palmer Library 
at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and open to the 
public. Play available board and card games 
or bring your own. Must be 16 or older 
unless accompanied by an adult. No Reg-
istration Required – just show up! Ques-
tions? Call 283-2329, or 283-3691, or email 
palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN 
FOR WINTER SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Thursday-Monday. The center is located on 
Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range 
State Park. DCR Interpretive staff will be 
available for visitors. Coming in January, 
programs will also be offered to highlight 
the Range’s special nature in winter, see the 
park web site for details. 

QI GONG: 6 p.m., every Tuesday night 
at Memorial Hall with Randy Emerson. 
Free, no registration. Presented by Monson 
Parks & Rec and the Monson Free Library, 

Calendar of Events
E-mail items to mharrison@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

Submitted Article 

BRIMFIELD – For nearly 
a year, unbeknownst to pass-
ersby, volunteers Emerson and 
Laurie Recore have been work-
ing steadfastly to repair the sur-
face of the long-neglected ten-
nis courts tucked back behind 
Hitchcock Academy. 

Collectively they have put 
in hundreds of hours carefully 
clearing and filling cracks in 
the court, painting, and repair-
ing the surrounding fence. As a 
result, Brimfield is now home 
to revitalized tennis courts and 
the addition of two pickleball 
courts, soon to open. 

The community is invited 
to come to a ribbon-cutting on 
the evening of Tuesday, Sept. 
12 to celebrate.

Nestled among the trees at 
the end of path that runs along 
the far edge of the Academy’s 
property is Charles Field. Orig-
inally a ball field installed for 
use by students of Hitchcock 
Academy when it acted as the 
area’s high school, before Tan-
tasqua’s existence, tennis courts 
were added some time after the 
high school transformed into 
the community center it is to-
day.

The courts gradually fell 
into disrepair over time with-
out funding to maintain them. 
There had been efforts to con-
tinue to use the courts for basic 
tennis instruction during Hitch-
cock’s summer programs, but 

never enough to restore them 
for full use.

A community-led effort a 
few years back was significant 
in helping to clear heavy brush 
and growth.

The courts have long been 
a focus of brainstorming, dis-
cussion, prospecting, and grant 
research by the organization 
and its trustees, with costs 
looming large and daunting.

Emerson, a long-time 
Brimfield resident and former 
Hitchcock trustee, said he was 
inspired by all the activity he 
has seen happening at Hitch-
cock recently, and wanted to 
take on this project to contrib-
ute. His and Laurie’s has been 
the largest, most dedicated and 
most impactful effort the courts 
have seen.

On top of the hundreds 
of hours they put in, they had 
even begun scrubbing the 
court’s surface manually until 
Marchand’s Power-Washing 
owner Alan Marchand offered 
his services pro-bono, saving 
immense amounts of time and 
labor.

Other volunteers have 
also assisted with painting and 
mowing around the courts.

On Tuesday, Sept. 12, 
Hitchcock Academy will hold 
a soft opening for the newly 
revamped courts. From 5-6:30 
p.m., the community is invited 
to come and take a look. 

Attendees can park in the 
Hitchcock lot, cross the street 

and follow the path to the 
courts. Recore will be in atten-
dance with photo documenta-
tion of the work that has been 
done on the courts. 

Donations for future main-
tenance will be accepted at this 
time and continuously through 
the organization’s website

This will mark the reopen-
ing of the courts which will be 
available for community use 
from that point forward. More 
information on availability will 
be shared on the organization’s 
website, www.hitchcockacade-
my.org.

Proceeds from the upcom-
ing Fore A Great Cause Golf 
Tournament will go toward on-
going maintenance of what has, 
until now, been a labor of love.

For anyone who wants 
to contribute to the effort, but 
doesn’t play golf, donations are 
also being accepted into a fund 
for court maintenance.

Hitchcock Board President 
Mark Carron was the first donor 
to make a monthly donation to 
kickstart the fund.

“That court was a big part 
of my childhood here in Brim-
field, and I couldn’t be happier 
to see it coming back to life,” 
said Carron.

Executive Director Cindy 
Skowyra first learned to play 
tennis on the 
courts in a sum-
mer recreation 
program in the 
1970s. 

“Kids would just show up 
with a racket and a can of ten-
nis balls,” she said. She went on 
to play competitively at Tanta-
squa, and has fond memories of 
playing on the courts.

“Everyone has memories 
here,” said Skowyra. “It’s time 
for new ones to be made.”

The 3rd annual Fore A 
Great Cause Golf Tournament 
will take place at Heritage 
Country Club in Charlton on 
Sunday, Sept. 24 at 1 p.m. The 
fee is $120 per player with the 
option to sign up as a foursome 
or individual. 

This includes entry to the 
tournament, cart, steak dinner, 
contests, prizes, and snacks. 
The tournament will be played 
in scramble format. 

Players or foursomes can 
register at https://www.hitch-
cockacademy.org/fore-a-great-
cause-golf-tournament.html.

About Hitchcock Academy
Hitchcock Academy is a 

community center located at 
2 Brookfield Road serving the 
community with educational, 
recreational, and cultural pro-
gramming. More information 
can be found at www.hitch-
cockacademy.org.

Ribbon cutting for Brimfield
tennis/pickleball courts Sept. 12

BOSTON— The Honorable Margot 
Botsford (ret.), formerly an Associate Jus-
tice of the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial 
Court, has been appointed by Gov. Maura 
Healey to the State Ethics Commission and 
designated by Healey as the Commission’s 
Chair. Botsford succeeds former Chair Ma-
ria J. Krokidas.

Chair Botsford was appointed to the 
Supreme Judicial Court in 2007 by Gov. 
Deval Patrick and served until her retire-
ment in 2017. Previously, she served for 18 
years as an Associate Justice of the Superi-
or Court, a position to which Gov. Michael 
Dukakis appointed her to in 1989. Prior to 
her service on the bench, Botsford was an 
Assistant Attorney General under Attorney 
General Francis X. Bellotti, an Assistant 
District Attorney in the Office of Middle-
sex District Attorney Scott Harshbarger, 
and a Law Clerk to Supreme Judicial Court 
Justice Francis J. Quirico. Botsford  also 
practiced law in the private sector.

Botsford, a magna cum laude graduate 
of Barnard College, received her law de-
gree from Northeastern University School 
of Law and holds a master’s degree in 
public administration from Harvard Uni-
versity’s John F. Kennedy School of Gov-
ernment. Botsford is a trustee emerita of 

Northeastern University, has taught at the 
Northeastern University School of Law, 
and has served on the university’s govern-
ing boards.

Among  Botsford’s professional 
awards and honors are Judicial Excellence 
Awards from the Massachusetts Confer-
ence and the Massachusetts Academy of 
Trial Attorneys, the Haskell Cohn Distin-
guished Judicial Service Award from the 
Boston Bar Association, the Boston Bar 
Association President’s Award, the Barnard 
College Distinguished Alumna Award, and 
honorary degrees from Northeastern Uni-
versity School of Law and New England 
Law Boston.

The State Ethics Commission is a 
non-partisan, independent state agency 
which administers, provides advice and 
training concerning, and civilly enforces 
the conflict of interest and financial disclo-
sure laws. There are five Commissioners: 
three, including the Commission Chair, are 
appointed by the Governor, one is appoint-
ed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
and one is appointed by the Attorney Gen-
eral. No more than two of the Commis-
sioners appointed by the Governor, and no 
more than three Commissioners overall, 
may be from the same political party.

FULL-TIME 

Planning/Building Secretary
The Town of Warren is seeking qualified applications for the position of 
Secretary to the Planning/Building Department. This position is a permanent 
full-time (29 hours) Town benefited position.

Monday through Thursday schedule with occasional evening meetings. 
The successful candidate will perform clerical duties and provide excellent 
customer service in the Town’s Planning and Building Department. The pay 
scale ranges from $18.36 to $24.67/hour based on relative work experience 
and educational background. For a full job description please visit the Town’s 
website www.warren-ma.gov.

Please submit your resume and cover letter to Jim Ferrera, Town Administrator, 
townadministrator@warren-ma.gov.

Resumes will be accepted until Friday, September 15, 2023.

The Town of Warren is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Local newspapers play vital roles 
in communities across the globe. 
The Information Age has changed 

the way many people get their news, but 
local newspapers continue to serve as 
valuable resources for readers interested 
in learning more about and becoming 
more involved in their communities.

While local publishers continue to 
adapt to the changes brought about by 
technology, the following are a handful 
of benefits unique to local newspapers.

• Local newspapers keep readers 
up-to-date on their own commu-
nities. Globalization may be here to 
stay, but that does not mean local 
communities are no longer home to 
newsworthy events. National and in-
ternational newspapers and 24-hour 
cable news channels can keep men 
and women up-to-date on national 
and world news, but in many instanc-
es, local newspapers are the only 
means people have to learn about 
what’s going on in their own commu-
nities. Local politics impact residents’ 
lives every day, and local newspapers 
cover local politics extensively.

• Local newspapers benefit nearby 
businesses. Small business own-
ers often connect with community 
members via local newspapers. A 
strong, locally based small business 
community can improve economies 
in myriad ways, creating jobs in the 
community and contributing tax 
dollars that can be used to strength-
en local schools and infrastructure. 
And local newspapers do their part 
by providing affordable and effective 
advertising space to local business 
owners looking to connect with their 
communities.

• Local newspapers can strengthen 
communities. Local newspapers are 
great resources for residents who 
want to become more active in their 
communities and learn more about 
community events. Local newspapers 
often showcase community events 
like carnivals, local theater produc-
tions and projects like park cleanups. 
These are great ways for readers to 
become more active in their commu-
nities and build stronger communi-
ties as a result.

• Local newspapers can benefit chil-
dren. National newspapers may have 

little age-appropriate content to offer 
young children, but local newspa-
pers tend to include more soft news 
items than national periodicals, and 
such stories typically are appropri-
ate for young readers. According to 
Newspapers in Education, students 
who participated in an NIE group 
in Florida performed significantly 
better in spelling and vocabulary 

than nonreaders. Additional studies 
have indicated that students who use 
newspapers in the classroom perform 
better on standardized reading tests 
than those who do not use newspa-
pers in class.

Many local newspapers have played 
vital roles in their communities for 
decades, providing a go-to resource for 
local readers and business owners.

The benefits of local newspapers

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal
Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel • The Sun 
Town Reminder • Ware River News • Wilbraham Times

413.283.8393  •   www.newspapers.turley.com

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

Margot Botsford appointed as 
State Ethics Commission Chair

journalregister.turley.com
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FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $180.00

Seasoned cut & split $270.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England 

Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 

guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-

ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-

4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-

tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 

Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-

um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  

Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS

PIANO BENCH LEATHER AD-

JUSTABLE EBONY $90.00 Bo-

gen professional 3001 tripod $75.00

Real wicker 2 chairs 1 loveseat   

$125.00. Cuisinart insta-pot electric 

pressure cooker used once $75.00 

Husqvarna Viking Daisy sewing ma-

chine never used $85.00 (413)256-

1670

TAG SALE

DANA WOODS ANNUAL tag sale: 

Belchertown: George Hannum Rd off 

Rt 9 (turn at Stop & Shop) Children’s 

clothes, toys, furniture, housewares, 

tools and more! Saturday, June 

10th, 9:00am-3:00pm

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-

ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 

Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 

Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 

Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 

instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-

chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 

lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 

military, automotive, fire department, 

masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 

barware, books, oil cans, advertising 

tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 

Donald Roy (860)874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 

debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 

Swimming pools removed. Cheap-

er than dumpster fees and we do all 

the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 

(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-

8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 

Established 1976. New re-roofs and 

repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 

Licensed/ insured. Call (413) 967-

6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-

ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-

room instructor, 20+ years experience. 

Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-

timate.

CLEANING 

SERVICES

RELIABLE HOUSE CLEANING 

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE CLEANING 

AND ORGANIZING. EXCELLENT 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE CALL 

(413) 455-9633

ELECTRICIAN

DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 

FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 

cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 

Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 

Call (413)244-7096.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-

TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 

508-882-0140

HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-

MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-

ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 

siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 

insured. Free estimates. (413)246-

2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 

BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 

shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-

eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-

fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-

5789 (413)538-7954.

BRUSH CLEARING, VEGE-

TATION CONTROL CLEARING 

OF FENCE LINES, OVERGROWN 

PROPERTIES, HIKING TRAILS CALL 

GARY (413)531-3538

ELECTRIFIED LANDSCAP-

ING AND TREE SERVICE CALL 

(413)799-5686

MASONRY

STOP WET 

BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 

WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-

way doors, basement windows, chim-

neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 

repaired, basement waterproofing 

systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-

ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 

(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-

rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 

room. Very neat, references, prompt 

service call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING– Klems ex-

cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 

Specializing in all aspects of quality 

painting and staining. 25 years ex-

perience. Free consultation. Steve 

(413)477-8217

TREE WORK

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-

thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 

stump grinding, storm damage and 

brush chipping. Honest and Depend-

able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-

nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 

today for free estimate (413)478-

4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 

of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-

6560 day/night.

STUMP 

GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-

ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-

fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-

478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING

 Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured

413-213-5470

PCA NEEDED, EASY WORK 

FLEXIBLE HOURS, PLEASANT 

ENVIRONMENT IN BRIMFIELD 

FOR MORE INFO CALL CONNIE 

(413)271-0573

TOWN OF PALMER:  ADMINIS-

TRATIVE ASSISTANT, ASSES-

SORS OFFICE Town of Palmer is 

seeking qualified candidates for a 

full-time, 32.5 hours Monday 8:30am 

– 7:30pm, Tuesday through Thursday 

8:30am o 4:30pm.

The position works under the direct 

supervision of the Principal Assessor. 

Please go to www.townofpalmer.

com for full job description.  Send 

resume and cover letter to kwenzel@

townofpalmer.com or to 4417 Main 

Street, Palmer, MA 01069. Salary com-

mensurate with experience between 

$22.26 - $25.77 per hour. 

This position requires a high school 

education; and one (1) to three (3) 

years of experience in a real estate or 

office setting; Experience in appraisal 

and assessment practices desired; 

or any equivalent combination of ed-

ucation and experience. Associates 

Degree preferred.  Experience with Vi-

sion, Munis and GIS is desirable.

 
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA em-

ployer.

DRIVERS

DRIVER WANTED

TO PROVIDE TRANSPORTA-

TION to individuals with develop-

mental disabilities to and from work, 

volunteering and other activities in the 

Belchertown area.Flexible hours Part 

time 10 -20 hours per week M-F Must 

have. A valid driver’s license, and clean 

driving record $17.00 to start Apply in 

person at 442 State St. Belcher-

town, MA or email ashelton@

communityoptionsma.org

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 

herein is subject to the Federal Fair 

Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 

advertise “any preference, limitation, 

or discrimination because of race, col-

or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-

tus, or national origin, or intention to 

make any such preference, limitation, 

or discrimination.” We will not knowing-

ly accept any advertising for real es-

tate which is in violation of the law. All 

persons are hereby informed that all 

dwellings advertised are available on 

an equal opportunity basis.

LOW INCOME SUBSIDIZED 2 

BEDROOM APT. OFF STREET 

PARKING, COIN OP LAUNDRY 

CLOSE TO CENTER OF TOWN 

(413)323-8707

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin

Village Hills
Circulation:

50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 

the Suburban Residential ZONE 

for $26.00 for 20 words plus 

50¢ for each additional word. 

Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 

ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 
Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00

$5.00 Quabbin

❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns

❏

Run my ad in the

following ZONE(s):

Includes

additional words

Suburban 

Residential
Circulation: 

59,000
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Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00
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$33.00
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$35.00
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$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON

  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800
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SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT WWW.TURLEY.COM

New Subscribers!New Subscribers!
Stay connected to all the people, 

places and events that make 
our community a great place 

to call home. From dining and 
entertainment to sports, shopping 
and neighborhood news, we cover 
every local angle to keep you in the 

know and on the go.

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWS!

Call or go online today to subscribe:

413.283.8393
www.turley.com/subscriptions

___   YES, start my subscription to The Journal Register today!
Delivery Address
Name: __________________________________________________________________
Delivery Address: _________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________  State: ________  Zip: ____________
Phone: ________________________  Email: ___________________________________

Billing/Mailing Address (if different from delivery address):
Name: __________________________________________________________________
Delivery Address: _________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________  State: ________  Zip: ____________
Phone: _________________________________________________________________
Credit Card: _____________________________________________________________
Exp. ________________________________  CVV: ______________________________

Choose your subscription type and term:

__ 1 year $35.00  __ 2 years $50.00

Out-of-State  __ 1 year $40.00  __ 2 years $60.00

__ Check Enclosed  __ Credit Card

Mail this completed form with 
payment or bill me later preference to: 

The Journal Register
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Get Home Delivery for
Less Than 68¢ a Week!

Business Owners,
Reach households throughout 

Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, 
Holland & Wales when you 

advertise with us!
Call DAN FLYNN 413.297-5886

today to get started.

The Journal Register

JOBS. REAL ESTATE. BUY. SELL

“so far it’s been great for both communities.”
“Both communities have seen an increase in ser-

vices and faster services. Later last year, Belchertown 
approached us, requesting to see if they could join the 
Wilbraham Regional Center and, actually, last week, 
they signed their letter of attestation for the state, let-
ting the state know they’re committing to regionalizing 
with the Wilbraham Regional Communications Cen-
ter,” Gentile said. 

Longmeadow Town Manager Lyn Simmons shared 
she is the Chair of the Board of Directors for WestCom 
Regional Dispatch Center, which covers Monson, East 
Longmeadow, Ware and Chicopee. 

Simmons explained if anyone is interested, a di-
rector would attend a board or committee meeting and 
conduct a presentation. 

“We also provide contract dispatch services for 
specialty units through the Sheriff’s Department. Been 
up and running since December 2019 with Longmead-
ow and Chicopee as the lead communities and then the 
other communities have come on board since then. We 
have purchased Salter College off of the Pike. It’s cur-
rently in the design phase right now and is going to be 
undergoing substantial renovation and then the doors 
will be wide open to accept as many more communi-
ties in the Western Mass area as are willing to join us,” 
Simmons said. 

Veteran’s Services
Monson Town Administrator Jennifer Wolowicz 

shared the town’s full-time Veterans Agent departed 
recently and they connected with Wilbraham Town Ad-
ministrator Nick Breault to have Jered Sasen, director 
of Veteran’s Services, help them out. 

“Our goal is to create a district agreement with 
Wilbraham and possibly other communities if they 
are willing to do that. The Veteran’s Services is a very 
unique, municipal department where you can live in 
any community and go to any community to get your 
services,” Wolowicz said. 

Ludlow Select Board Vice Chairman Derek De-
Barge said the town opened a Veteran’s Center five 
months earlier.

“Since we’ve opened, we’ve been getting veterans 
from all over the area,” DeBarge said. “Actually, just 
this week, started a Regional Veterans Service Rep that 
will be at our center two days a week from here on out 
that will be able to do things that our great Veterans 
Service Director cannot attend to which is mostly out 
of town veterans needing services.”

Broadband
After Wilbraham Select Board Vice Chairman 

Sue Bunnell provided an overview of broadband and 
answered questions from Ludlow Town Administrator 
Marc Strange on providing municipal broadband and 
who administers Mobile Location Protocol or MLP, 
Hampden Town Administrator Bob Markel shared the 
town is moving in a similar direction as Wilbraham, 
with prior town meetings approving the steps. 

Hampden uses Westfield Gas & Electric, or Whip 
City Fiber, for their broadband. 

“We have received a $250,000 grant under the 
Community Compact Program to start off by connect-
ing town buildings and the goal is very similar that we’ll 
be connecting, eventually, all residents who choose to 
be connected,” Markel said. “The estimate is we need 
about 50% of the residents to take the service in order 
to break even and service our bond which will be some-
where in the range of five to six million dollars as well 
to have a certain surplus to service the system.”

East Longmeadow Town Manager Tom Chris-
tensen said the town is in a similar direction as Hamp-
den.

“What they’ve proposed to us is sort of a full ser-
vice. They do the billing, the marketing, construction, 
bidding, procurement, the whole bit and we charge the 
customer and give them their cut and that’s about the 
extent of our involvement,” Christensen said.

Upon Wolocwicz’s suggestion on regionalizing 
broadband, Wilbraham Select Board Chairman Theresa 
Goodrich presented the idea of the town managers and 
administrators meeting to discuss this further.

Additionally, the chairs of all boards meet once a 
month to discuss what each town is working on. 

“Maybe we can collaborate on some things and 
ultimately save money and effort and time on projects 
and get things done fast and more efficiently,” Goodrich 
said. “We’re all small towns, we’re all very similar de-
mographics. Just kind of seems to make sense.

The idea to meet was unanimous. 

Health Services 
Simmons explained the towns of Longmeadow, 

Monson, Hampden and Wilbraham are part of the East-
ern Hampden Shared Public Health Services, providing 
public health services to all the communities.

Hampden Selectmen Donald Davenport praised its 
success.

“The important part for us was that we were able to 
keep the fees in the town or any other permits that the 
inspector would do the permits we keep the fees, which 
helps offset our portion of the payments, so it’s really 
worked well it’s been great,” Davenport said. 

Strange said Ludlow recently signed a similar con-
tract with the towns of Warren, West Brookfield and 
Palmer.

“We also get money for admin support, so what 
we’ll be able to do is take money from admin support 
and turn any part-time admin in our Human Resourc-
es Department into a full-time position so that’s going 
to really help us and I’m really looking forward to it,” 
Strange said. 

Trash Collection
East Longmeadow Town Manager Mark Gold was 

concerned about future contract negotiations for trash 
collection individually, explaining there was a regional 
approach before and “we had a better price for it.” 

“I think we really need to reconsider regionaliza-
tion because I saw how effective it was back when we 
did it,” Gold said. “I don’t have an answer but we really 
ought to consider the strength of negotiating as a group 
because we have 5,000 curbside but when we’re togeth-
er with other communities we had like 15, 20 or 25,000 
curbside pickups and that made a big difference.” 

Longmeadow Select Board Chair Thomas Lachi-
usa brought up composting and organic waste, saying 
“It’s pretty heavy stuff” and “Everybody develops a lot 
of it.” 

“If we could set up some kind of system where, 
you know, compost all this kind of organic waste safely, 
it might be something we could do in our own commu-
nities,” Lachiusa said. 

Crime Statistics
Wolocwicz stressed the importance of fighting the 

opioid crisis in her report. 
“I think from the chief’s point of view, I think re-

ally that’s where a lot of the focus should be from your 
select boards and town councils is support your chiefs 
with the fight against the opioids and the drugs,” Wo-
locwicz said. “It’s in every community and it’s just re-
ally unfortunate there’s this underground world that is 
affecting the quality of life for all of us.” 

Christensen said East Longmeadow had traffic 
and bylaw offenses, followed by all other offenses and 
shoplifting as their top items. 

“We haven’t seen any real uptick and we’re almost 
right on par with last year,” Christensen said. 

Hampden Select Board Chair John Flynn said for 
them and Wilbraham, car break-ins have been the top 
issue. 

“I think we see a lot of that in social media, the 
warnings ‘don’t leave them unattended, don’t leave 
them open’ and even if we don’t leave them open, 
they’re still getting in,” Flynn said. “Other crimes 
there’s barely any other crime in Hampden.” 

School Enrollment
Trends & Budgeting 

Davenport explained how “there’s quite a bit of 
disparity” between the Hampden and Wilbraham popu-

lations for the schools. 
“Right now, we’re looking how 

to reconfigure the school system in 
order to not only get the utilization 
of school, the best-educated schools, 
but also to do something about the 
disparity of the funding,” Davenport 
said. 

Ludlow Select Board Chairman 
James Gennette shared that their 
district is also experiencing a de-
crease in its student population and 
concerns about “running into anoth-
er budget crisis.”

“But we have a new superin-
tendent of schools who is doing a 
wonderful job, a new business man-
ager she’s doing great, they’re truly 
trying to hone in everything in the 
school department, so we’re hoping 
for some better results this year than we’ve had in the 
past couple of years,” Gennette said. 

The meeting concluded with plans for future meet-
ings between the boards and councils and invitations 
for state legislators to attend. 

REGIONAL  ❙  from page 1

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Wilbraham Select Board Vice Chairman Sue Bunnell pro-
vides insight as Wilbraham Select Board Clerk Michael 
Squindo, Wilbraham Select Board Chairman Theresa 
Goodrich, Monson Select Board Member Peter Warren 
and Monson Select Board Vice Chair John Morrell listen 
during the Aug. 29 Regional Government Meeting at the 
Wilbraham Police Department. 
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Classifieds
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

COLLECTOR PAYS CASH
for stamp collections,

large or small. Call Ron for sale or 
evaluation

(413)896-3324

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

!!!!!SEASONED!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

TAG SALE
MULTI-FAMILY TAG SALE Mill 
Pond Estates, Michael Dr, off of High 
St Palmer (Thorndike). Saturday & 
Sunday September 9 & 10 9:00-
4:00

WANTED TO BUY
FIELDSTONE WALLS WANT-
ED to buy. Looking to purchase 
large quantities of old stone walls. 
Please call R.E. Barnes Fieldstone 
(978)807-0746

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY
FINE STONE MASONRY And 
all masonry repairs and restorations 
including:stonewalls, retainer walls, 
chimneys, foundations, buildings, pool 
surrounds, steps, walks, patios. All ma-
sonry is performed by master mason 
Paul Dowd, Barre, MA
Call 978 257 8237. Email paul-
dowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Interior 
only $199.00 for average 12x16 room. 
Very neat, references, prompt service 
call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING– Klems ex-
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exterior 
and drywall repair. We treat your home 
like our own homes. Fully licensed 
and insured. Call WE DO today for a 
free estimate ask for Mac (413) 344-
6883

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

SECRETARY WANTED for a few 
hours a week, Monson area. Please 
call author 917-373-2143.

TOWN OF PALMER: TOWN 
PLANNER Town of Palmer is seek-
ing qualified candidates for a full-time, 
32.5 hours Monday 8:30am – 7:30pm, 
Tuesday through Thursday 8:30am - 
4:30pm.
The position works under the gener-
al supervision of the Town Manager 
in cooperation with the elected Town 
Planning Board. Please go to www.
townofpalmer.com for a full job 
description.  Send resume and cover 
letter to rmcnutt@townofpalmer.
com or to 4417 Main Street, Palmer, 
MA 01069.  Salary commensurate with 
experience.
This position requires a Bachelor’s 
Degree in planning or related field 
and five years’ experience in munic-
ipal planning, or any equivalent com-
bination of education and experience.   
Strong interpersonal, written, and oral 
communications skills and a working 
knowledge of MS Office and ArcView 
GIS.
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA 
employer.

FOR RENT
2 ROOM EFFICIENCY APART-
MENT  1ST FLOOR, OFF STREET 
PARKING, APPLIANCES INCLUDED,  
NO PETS 550.00 PER MONTH 1ST 
AND LAST REQUIRED CALL (774) 
289-2360

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
one of our publications.

Go to newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEy PUBLIcATIONS, INc.

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Town of Monson Zoning 
LEGAL NOTICE

In  accordance  wi th 
M.G. L Chapter 40A § 11 
the Monson Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a 
Public Hearing Thursday 
September 28, 2023, at 7:10 
P.M., at the Monson Town 
Hall 110 Main St. Monson, 
Ma 01057, on the applica-
tion of Ronald Griswold 
Jr. for a variance from the 
requirements of §3.2, Table 
2, Dimensional & Density 
Regulations, of the Monson 
Zoning Bylaws.  The appli-
cant seeks to install a 20 ft. 
x 25 ft. metal building for 
storage that will violate the 
required setbacks. The prop-
erty is located at 106 Fenton 
Road, Map 146, Parcel 007, 
zoned Rural Residential. A 
copy of the application is 
available for review with the 
Monson Zoning Board of 
Appeals.  
David Beaudoin, Chairman
09/07 09/14/2023

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE 
By virtue and in exe-

cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by 
Steven Bisson to Beneficial 
Massachusetts Inc., dated 
May 25, 2007 and record-
ed in the Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
16720, Page 270, of which 
mortgage the undersigned 
is the present holder, by 
assignment from: Beneficial 
Massachusetts Inc. to DLJ 
Mortgage Capital, Inc., 
recorded on June 7, 2018, 
in Book No. 22207, at Page 
61 DLJ Mortgage Capital, 
Inc. to U.S. Bank National 
Association, not in its indi-
vidual capacity but solely 
as indenture trustee, for the 
holders of the CIM Trust 
2021-R2, Mortgage-Backed 
Notes, Series 2021-R2, 
recorded on June 21, 2023, 
in Book No. 25049, at Page 
121 for breach of the condi-

tions of said mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclos-
ing, the same will be sold 
at Public Auction at 4:00 
PM on October 16, 2023, 
on the mortgaged premises 
located at 24 Halfway Lane, 
Holland, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, all and singu-
lar the premises described in 
said mortgage, 

T O  W I T :  T H E 
LAND IN HOLLAND,  
HAMPDEN COUNTY, 
M A S S A C H U S E T T S , 
WITH THE BUILDINGS 
THEREON, SITUATED 
ON THE WESTERLY SIDE 
OF HALFWAY LANE, 
BEING LOTS 615, 616 
AND 617 ON PLAN OF 
MASSACONNET SHORES 
BY SMITH & WALLEN 
ENGRS. DATED JUNE 
1947 AND FILED WITH 
H A M P D E N  C O U N T Y 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, 
BOOK OF PLANS 26, 
PAGE 100, TOGETHER 
BOUNDED AS FOLLOWS: 

NORTHERLY BY LOT 
614 ON SAID PLAN 100 

FEET; 
E A S T E R L Y  B Y 

HALFWAY LANE 120 
FEET; 

SOUTHERLY BY LOT 
618 ON SAID PLAN 100 
FEET; 

AND WESTERLY BY 
LOT 671, 670 AND 669 ON 
SAID PLAN 120 FEET. 

TOGETHER WITH ALL 
RIGHTS APPURTENANTS 
T H E R E T O  I N  T H E 
STREETS, WAYS AND 
B E AC H E S  I N  S A I D 
MASSACONNET SHORE 
DEVELOPMENT, ANO 
SUBJECT TO RIGHTS TO 
MAINTAIN UTILITIES IN 
SAID STREETS, WAYS 
AND BEACHES, AND 
TD CROSS THE LOTS 
W I T H  T E L E P H O N E 
OR ELECTRIC WIRES 
FROM POLES LOCATED 
THEREON.  SUBJECT 
T O  R E S T R I C T I O N S 
O F  R E C O R D , 
P A R T I C U L A R L Y 
T H O S E  S E T  F O RT H 
O R  R E F E R R E D  T O 
I N  D E E D  F R O M 

AMERICAN PROPERTIES 
CORPORATION DATED 
AUGUST 19, 1948 AND 
R E C O R D E D  W I T H 
SAID REGISTRY OF 
DEEDS,  BOOK 1954, 
PAGE 481 .  SUBJECT 
TO RESTRICTIONS OF 
RECORD, IF SAME ARE 
IN FORCE AND EFFECT, 
AS RECORDED WITH 
H A M P D E N  C O U N T Y 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS IN 
BOOK 9566, PAGE 48. 

For  mor tgagor’s (s ’ ) 
title see deed recorded with 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 13346, Page 
60. 

These premises will be 
sold and conveyed subject 
to and with the benefit of all 
rights, rights of way, restric-
tions, easements, covenants, 
liens or claims in the nature 
of liens, improvements, pub-
lic assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax 
liens, water and sewer liens 
and any other municipal 
assessments or liens or exist-
ing encumbrances of record 

which are in force and are 
applicable, having priority 
over said mortgage, wheth-
er or not reference to such 
restrictions, easements, 
improvements, l iens or 
encumbrances is made in the 
deed. 

TERMS OF SALE: A 
deposit of Five Thousand 
($5,000.00) Dollars by cer-
tified or bank check will be 
required to be paid by the 
purchaser at the time and 
place of sale. The balance 
is to be paid by certified or 
bank check at Harmon Law 
Offices, P.C., 150 California 
St., Newton, Massachusetts 
02458, or by mail to P.O. 
Box  610389 ,  Newton 
Highlands, Massachusetts 
02461-0389, within thirty 
(30) days from the date of 
sale. Deed will be provided 
to purchaser for recording 
upon receipt in full of the 
purchase price. The descrip-
tion of the premises con-
tained in said mortgage shall 
control in the event of an 
error in this publication. 

Other terms, if any, to 
be announced at the sale. 

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
A S S O C I AT I O N ,  N OT 
IN ITS INDIVIDUAL 
CAPACITY BUT SOLELY 
A S  I N D E N T U R E 
TRUSTEE,  FOR THE 
H O L D E R S  O F  T H E 
CIM TRUST 2021-R2, 
MORTGAGE-BACKED 
NOTES, SERIES 2021-R2 

Present holder of said 
mortgage 

By its Attorneys, 
HARMON LAW OFFICES, 

P.C. 

150 California St. 
Newton, MA 02458 

(617)558-0500 23689 
09/14, 09/21, 09/28/2023

Legal Notice
Public Hearing
Town of Wales

The Board of Selectmen 
will hold a public hear-
ing in the Office of the 
Board of Selectmen locat-
ed at the Town Offices, 3 
Hollow Road, Wales, MA 
on September 18, 2023 
at 6:00 p.m., to consider a 
request by Massachusetts 
Electric Company d/b/a 
National Grid and Verizon 
New England, Inc to allow 
National Grid to install 1 
JO pole on Union Road 
beginning at a point approx-
imately 127 feet South of 
the centerline of the inter-
section of Bayshore Drive. 
Approximately 127 feet +/- 
South of Bayshore Drive, 
install Pole #18-50. The doc-
uments and map related to 
this matter are available for 
review from the Executive 
Secretary during regular 
business hours.

Wales Board of Selectmen
09/07, 09/14/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Division
Docket No. HS23P0541EA

Estate of: 
Raymond Francis Shaw 

Also Known As: 

Raymond F. Shaw 
Date of Death: 
April 25, 2023

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interest-
ed in the above captioned 
est ate, by Petition of Petit-
i oner James H. Shaw of 
Brimfield, MA.

James H.  Shaw of 
Brimfield, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate  is  being 
ad ministered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without super-
vision by the Court. Inven-
tory and accounts are not 
re quired to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration from 
the Personal Repre sentative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Inter ested 
parties are entitled to peti-
tion the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to 
obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can 
be obtained from the Pet-
itioner.
09/07/2023

Public Notices

Public Notices
WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all 
notices to
notices@turley.com

Access archives and
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.1 2 3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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Veterans Day Salute
The Journal Register ~ November 2, 2023

The Journal Register will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown

by email to dflynn@turley.com or drop off a photo to
The Journal Register, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 16, 2023.

There is no cost to submit a photo. No photos will be 
accepted after deadline. If you would like to use a prior 
submitted photo, please contact before to October 10th.

Art exhibition focuses on 
recovery and overdose 
awareness 

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

WARE – In recognition of Na-
tional Overdose Awareness Day, 
the Recovery Center of HOPE and 
Workshop13 presented the third an-
nual “Bringing aWAREness to Re-
covery” art exhibition at ArtWorks 
Gallery.

The exhibition will be open 
Saturdays and Sundays from 1-5 
p.m. through Sept. 17 for Recovery 
Month, helping to reduce the stigma 
those with substance use disorders 
face.

This was the first “Bringing 
aWAREness to Recovery” exhibi-
tion since the Recovery Center of 
HOPE opened at its 52 Main St. lo-
cation at the beginning of this year, 
a milestone that Abaigeal Duda, 
program manager at the Center, is 
proud of.

“It’s an honor to have the Re-
covery Center here,” she said, giv-
ing the community access to numer-
ous services and support. 

Many of the artists featured in 
the exhibition were willing to share 
their stories, and how substance use 
disorders have impacted their lives. 

“People in recovery longer, 
feel more encouraged to speak up 
and feel confident,” Duda said. “I’m 
so glad that their art and their voice 
is present,” she said of all contrib-
utors.

Art also has healing qualities, 
and the Recovery Center of HOPE 
is able to offer weekly art classes 
through the use of a grant. 

Artist and coordinator of the 
exhibition, Faith Montaperto Ward 
has three entries in the exhibition, 
including a mask with an elaborate-
ly long nose entitled “The Liar” and 
a collection of original songs called 
“Conversations with God.”

“Art and music heal,” she said.
Ward also entered “Rooftop 

Hero”; a sculpture based off of a 
poem she wrote for her late brother, 
Michael. 

“He was an addict and in recov-
ery a long time,” she said, but went 
back to addiction after the death of 
their mother.

Ward is a photographer, and 
sculpture is something she “truly 
messed around with,” admitting that 
it’s not her “thing.”

“Rooftop Hero” refers to her 
brother climbing up on the roof to 
retrieve balls when they got stuck 
up there during play. The sculpture 
also has chicken bones, and Ward 
explained their meaning.

“We had no money and would 
buy pot pies when Mom couldn’t 
work,” Ward said. “Michael and I 

would fight over the beef pot pies 
and he’d leave me the chicken, 
which I hated.”

The sculpture also features 
nails and screws and other pieces of 
metal, which are hard to bend.

There was “not a lot of bend-
ing” in the relationship between the 
two siblings, Ward said, but it also 
pays homage to Michael’s work as 
a carpenter.

“He loved the smell of fire 
burned wood,” Ward said, a detail 
she added to the back of the sculp-
ture. 

The sculpture, Ward said, is of 
her family’s house.

“It’s our house, it’s not per-
fect…there was a lot of addiction 
and a lot of pain,” she said, adding 
that the whole family goes through 
the addiction along with the sub-
stance user.

This is why she loves her time 
teaching art at the Recovery Center 
of HOPE, because it includes the 
whole family.

“You need all of them in recov-
ery to be a family again,” Ward said.

Susan Daley took up quilting 
15 years ago, and gave up once be-
fore returning to it. Now it’s some-
thing she commits three hours to 
each Saturday. 

Daley works at the Recovery 
Center of HOPE and was “very 
proud” to sew a quilt bearing its 
logo and proudly displaying its col-
ors, along with words of encourage-
ment.

“I love the words; I live by the 
words,” she said.

Quilting is something that is 
comforting to Daley and helps to 
get her out of her own head.

Daley also entered a mixed 
media project featuring one of her 
favorite symbols of joy and happi-
ness; Santa Claus.

“Santa Claus is my man,” Da-
ley said. “I just love him so much.

Daley herself was a source of 
joy for one of the artists featured in 
the show, the late Charlotte “Char-
lie” Lopez, a Ware resident who 
died one month after being featured 
in her first art show in 2021.

Daley was Charlie’s sobriety 
coach, and during an interview at 
the first ever “Bringing aWAREness 
to Recovery” exhibition, she credit-
ed Daley for helping her in her so-
briety journey.

“Without her, I wouldn’t be 
here,” Charlie said during that first 
exhibition. 

Charlie’s painting is a mix of 
acrylic and oil paints, using tech-
niques she learned during a painting 
class with Workshop13’s Roc Gou-
dreau.

Duda said the painting is in-
cluded in this year’s exhibition to 
remember Charlie and her impact 
on the world around her. 

“She was so vibrant and effer-
vescent,” Duda said. “She’s a per-

manent part of our community…
she’s still in our hearts.”

Three Rivers resident Antho-
ny Seay returned for his third time 
entering the exhibition, with three 
paintings. 

One, called “The Raven” fea-
tures the bird which in Sioux leg-
end, is known as the Trickster. The 
raven is also a shapeshifter, and in 
Seay’s painting he is holding a key 
in his beak.

“He is holding the key to 
change,” Seay said. 

In six years, Seay’s life has 
changed immensely he said, since 
finding his path to sobriety and dis-
covering painting.

One night while leaving a sun-
rise group in his town, Seay saw a 
sign offering painting lessons and 
he decided to ask to join in. Seay 
has since become a professional 
artist, painting lifelike pet portraits, 
military-inspired portraits and 
scenes and more.

A U.S. Coast Guard veteran, 
Seay has also painted a series of 
portraits of “pilot aces” of the mili-
tary. Fifteen of these portraits are on 
display at the 104th Fighter Wing in 
Westfield.

Another painting Seay had in 
the show features a bonsai tree, and 
he was inspired to paint it while 
watching “The Karate Kid II” with 
his wife. 

His favorite painting in the 
exhibition is “Blue Moon”, which 
he said is his concept of “there is a 
God.”

Seay said his talent for paint-
ing is a gift from God, and one he 
doesn’t take for granted.

Also featured in “Bringing 
aWAREness to Recovery” this year, 
is the Photovoice Collection 2022, 
featuring seven photographs taken 
around Ware by people in the com-
munity who are in recovery.

Photographs range from a bro-
ken trophy to a disinterested dino-
saur drawn on a piece of playground 
equipment, to a cemetery and a car 
that can’t be fixed.

Alyssa Curran of the Western 
Massachusetts Training Consor-
tium, the umbrella organization 
for the Recovery Center of HOPE, 
explained that the photos capture 
the “hidden in plain sight” phenom-
enon, and bring awareness to the 
challenges people in recovery face. 

The Photovoice Collection 
project was introduced as an op-
tional strategy in the HEALing 
Communities Study, of which Ware 
and Belchertown were selected to 
participate. 

Through a camera lens, people 
can identify, represent and enhance 
their community by focusing on is-
sues that can affect them, like lack 
of transportation, substance use and 
more. 

Curran was “blown away” by 
the number of participants who at-

tended the Photovoice project at 
the Fire Station over six weeks last 
year, and she hopes to start the next 
installment in the new year with 
funding from District Attorney Da-
vid E. Sullivan

About the exhibition 
The “Bringing aWAREness to 

Recovery” art exhibition is a part-
nership between the Recovery Cen-
ter of HOPE and ArtWorks Gallery/
Workshop13, a cultural arts and 
learning center located in Ware 
and supported in part by a grant 
from the Ware Cultural Council, a 
local agency that is supported by 

the Mass Cultural Council, a state 
agency. 

The Recovery Center of HOPE 
is a program of the Western Massa-
chusetts Training Consortium and 
was founded by the Quaboag Hills 
Substance Use Alliance.

Bringing aWAREness to Recovery

Faith Montaperto Ward stands with her sculpture “Roof-
top Hero”, created in memory of her brother, Michael. 

Susan Daley stands with her quilt, which will be a per-
manent display at the Recovery Center of HOPE follow-
ing the “Bringing aWAREness to Recovery” art exhibi-
tion at ArtWorks Gallery, 69 Main St., Ware.

Susan Daley’s quilt is based off of the Recovery Center 
of HOPE’s logo and colors and it’s filled with words that 
inspire her.

Anthony Seay submitted three paintings to the “Bring-
ing aWAREness to Recovery” art exhibition. This paint-
ing is called “Blue Moon”.

Abaigeal Duda, program manager at the Recovery Cen-
ter of HOPE, welcomes guests to the artists’ reception 
held on Aug. 31, National Overdose Awareness Day. 

This painting by Charlotte “Charlie” Lopez was featured 
in the first “Bringing aWAREness to Recovery” show 
in 2021 and returned again for this year. Lopez passed 
away shortly after that first show, and members of the 
Recovery Center of HOPE include her work to remember 
her kind and positive spirit.

Workshop13 Board of Directors and Exhibition Chair 
Joyce Eichacker talks about the importance of the arts 
in the community. 

“Colors” made using fabric and beads, was created at 
the Recovery Center of HOPE.

A portrait of Tarra Simmons, the first former felon 
elected as County Supervisor in Kitsap, Washington, 
was made using nonrecyclable materials by artist 
Sarah Schneiderman.

This artist described addiction as an “infinite weight 
that can cause my death.”

A phoenix rises from its ashes in this anonymous pencil 
work.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

This collage shows the complexity of sobriety.
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CHICOPEE -- Residents stopped by the 
Moose Lodge 1849 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. on Aug. 
16 for The Car Club of New England Annual Car 
Show. 

The event, featuring 130 classic and modern 
cars, raised $1,400--$700 each--for Old Mill Pond 
School in Palmer and Benjamin Phelps School in 
Agawam to help them buy school supplies.

Additionally, vendors included AMS Oil, 
Lincoln Technical Institute, Go Green Design, 
TJ’s Pop, Opa’s Collectibles and more. 

Jamison Dupuis, president of The Car Club of 
New England, explained the organization annually 
hosts two car shows to support veterans and local 
schools. 

“What we decided to do this year and moving 
forward with the kids is this show here, 100% of 
the proceeds when you come through the gate, you 
make your $10 donation, 100% of that is going to 
purchasing school supplies for two local schools,” 
Dupuis said. 

Dupuis got involved in the organization when 
he used to run a car show at the Springfield Ar-
mory while serving in the Massachusetts Army 
National Guard. 

When a local car club considered shutting 
down, Dupuis was asked to take over and has run 
it since. 

“So it just kind of happened based off of a car 
show,” Dupuis said. 

Dupuis came to Chicopee seven years earlier 
and connected with Bob Gallagher, who mentored 
him on running car shows, later joining the Moose 
Lodge last year. 

“It’s a good venue, the people are great, the 
people are established,” Dupuis said. “We’ve 
done a lot of stuff in Chicopee, in the local area, 
supporting small businesses, things like that, and 
small businesses have supported us, so we always 
want to give back to the areas that take care of us.” 

John Gardner is a member of The Car Club 
of New England and has taken part in car shows 
for many years, bringing his 2013 Corvette 3LT 
Yellow to the event. 

Gardner also helps run the Knights of Colum-
bus Elder Council 69 Cruise Nights on Wednes-
days from 5 - 8:30 p.m. 

“I only have 20,000 miles on it. I try to do 
something different every year to customize it to 
the way I like it, and I dress it up like Lightning 
McQueen so the kids like it,” Gardner said. 

Gardner enjoys the car shows to meet fellow 
enthusiasts and see other cars. 

“Sometimes you can get ideas for your own 
car, you know, from other people and then it’s 
meeting the people, talking to everybody,” Gard-
ner said. 

Jesse Cotto had a 1997 Honda Civic LX 
customized for autism awareness in honor of his 
nephew and grandchildren. 

Cotto is part of Da Click Auto Club in Spring-
field and was invited to the event by Dupuis. 

“My main goal is as long as I put a smile on a 
kid’s face, that’s my trophy. I don’t come to win. 
It’s daily driven, I never put her away. It’s take her, 
drive her, go to work and any show that she can 
make it to, we bring her out, but my main thing 
is I see the kids smile and that’s good enough for 
me,” Cotto said. 

Cotto wants the community to know the im-
portance of supporting local communities at the 
car shows. 

“The whole point is supporting local com-
munities. Help out our kids, that’s the only way 
we’re going to expand and the kids are going to 
have better futures. We can’t do it all on our own, 
sometimes we got to reach out,” Cotto said. “It’s 
better for us to come together even if we’re dif-
ferent backgrounds, different cars, different clubs. 
Unity is what’s going to keep us in the long run to 
be able to help out kids.” 

Car Club of New England Car Show supports local schools
The event took place at the Moose 
Lodge on Aug. 26 and benefitted 
Old Mill Pond School in Palmer

A 2017 Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat was one of many modern cars shown off to at-
tendees during the The Car Club New England Inc. Annual Car Show at the Chicopee 
Moose Lodge 1849 on Aug. 26.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Jesse Cotto shows off his 1997 Honda Civic LX customized to raise awareness for 
autism during The Car Club New England Inc. Annual Car Show at the Chicopee 
Moose Lodge 1849.

A 1931 Ford Vickie was one of many classic cars on display for attendees during 
the The Car Club New England Inc. Annual Car Show at the Chicopee Moose Lodge 
1849 on Aug. 26. 

Attendees check out a 1967 Chevelle SS Retro Mod during the The Car Club New 
England Inc. Annual Car Show at the Chicopee Moose Lodge 1849. 

Joleen Suares and Troy Atherton hold up their gourmet popcorn offerings to attend-
ees during the The Car Club New England Inc. Annual Car Show at the Chicopee 
Moose Lodge 1849. Jeff Bertrand of Go Green Designs holds up a can designed with The Car Club New 

England Inc. logo during the The Car Club New England Inc. Annual Car Show at the 
Chicopee Moose Lodge 1849.

A 2013 Corvette 3LT Yellow 
dressed up like Lightning 
McQueen to entertain fami-
lies during the The Car Club 
New England Inc. Annual Car 
Show at the Chicopee Moose 
Lodge 1849. 

A 1960s Futurliner 
on display The 
Car Club New 

England Inc. 
Annual Car Show 

at the Chicopee 
Moose Lodge 1849 

on Aug. 26. The 
Futurliner was 

courtesy of Peter 
Pan Bus Lines, a 
sponsor for the 

event. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308 lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Check out our new 
SUMMER MENU

including our 
delicious Lobster Roll!

We will be open 
FATHER’S DAY  

with  
normal menu 

Open 7 days a week Mon, 
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun 11-8; 

Fri & Sat 11-9
Please visit our website  

or Facebook page for our 
full menu. 

Masks are required of all non-toddler guests to enter.

Friday Acoustics 
will be returning on June 11

FALL MENU
COMINGFriday 

Acoustics 
Are Back! Check Out 

Our New Specials!

www.richardgreeninsurance.com 
Fax: 413-267-3496

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com
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32 Somers Rd., Hampden • 566-0028128 Main St., Monson • 267-3495

Two Locations:

Please visit our website for an auto,
homeowners, or life insurance quotes

• Great Locations • Registry service
• Quotes gladly given • We make housecalls

$12.50
Each

Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
one of our publications.

Go to newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request
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