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A night at the library

By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer
kflanders @turley.com

PALMER - Local kids
celebrated a  successful
summer reading program
with a sleepover at Palmer
Public Library.

Held on Aug. 21-22,
the Library Lock-In
event provided a
night of fun for
youth  partici- I’
pants whoreada
minimum of 40
hours  this
summer.

Submitted
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Students

bring |
sleeping
gear to
the Ii- /
brary.

{

Kids between the ages
of 10-17 were invited to
attend the party. The over-
night portion of the event
was available to students
ages 12 and older who
achieved the reading goal.

“This was our first year
running a lock-in party. We
had thirteen kids for the
event, and nine stayed over-

night,” said Teen Services

£ Librarian Olivia Char-

trand.

All participants en-
joyed pizza, games, a
pinata filled with treats,

- and s’mores in the

. parking lot.
TN After  par-
ticipants under

12 went home,
older kids
stayed  over-

LIBRARY 1
page 11

MONSON

nal Register

www.journalregister.turley.com

Maggie the Clown is all smiles with festival guests.

F'estival bhings community togethen

By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer
kflanders @turley.com

MONSON - Area fam-
ilies and community leaders
didn’t let a little rain spoil
their fun at the annual Mon-
son Cultural Picnic.

The celebration was held
on Sept. 5 at Veterans Field.
Activities and entertainment
included a free cookout;

multicultural performances;
programs for kids of all ages;
appearances from local orga-
nizations and businesses; and
several vendors and crafters.

Proceeds will benefit
community assistance efforts
led by Afri(K)que Limited,
a nonprofit organization that
helps women and their fam-
ilies facing homelessness,
food insecurity, or displace-
ment from fires.

“If we get contacted
about a need for something,
we work to make it happen.
We have provided everything
from toys around the holidays
to backpacks with school sup-
plies,” said Karina Dise, the
organization’s founder and
executive director, in a previ-
ous interview.

Additionally, members
of the Monson Police De-
partment, Monson Fire De-

Turley photo by Kevin Flanders

partment, and the Hampden
County Sheriff’s Department
were thrilled to attend the
event.w

“The Monson Police De-
partment is always excited
to be invited to the Monson
Cultural Picnic. It is a great
community event that brings
residents of all ages and back-
grounds together to hang out,
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Zoning Board of Appeals denies new cell tower

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

MONSON - At the Zon-
ing Board of Appeals meet-
ing, the town voted to deny

the construction of a new cell
tower in a residential district.

On Aug. 27, the ZBA
met for a continuance for the
application by Vertex Tow-
er Assets, LLC to construct
a communications tower on

Woodhill Road. The con-
struction requires a vote from
the board to grant a variance
to the applicant, as the tower
would exceed the maximum
height and encroach on the re-
quired setback for the town’s

Rural Residential District.
The issue was previously

discussed on July 23.
Through conversations

with town counsel, Board
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Local students'/suppt

heroes

By Kevin Flanders - . I
Staff Writer s i
kflanders @turley.com

PALMER - In partner-
ship with American Veterans
Post 74 (Amvets) and the
Home Base nonprofit, two
local students are supporting
active military personnel, vet-
erans, and first responders.

During a community
event held over the weekend
at the Amvets Post, Proj-
ect 351 student-ambassa-
dors Jannat Khan and Olivia
Drewnowski led several ac-
tivities to give back to heroes
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Local students support those who served.
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District Director Amanda Hellyar, of Senator Ryan Fattman’s
office; Monson Town Administrator Jennifer Wolowicz; State
Representative Angelo Puppolo; and State Representative

Brian Ashe.

Bringing history to life

By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer
kflanders @turley.com

MONSON - In cele-
bration of the nation’s 250th
anniversary, local legisla-
tors recently presented town
leaders with an official re-

print of the Declaration of

Independence.

During an Aug. 24 cer-
emony held outside Mon-
son High School, State
Representatives Brian Ashe

.2001

25 YEARS

NEW YORK CITY - WASHINGTON, DC - SHANKSVILLE, PA

and Angelo Puppolo were
joined by District Director
Amanda Hellyar, of Senator
Ryan Fattman’s office.

The legislators present-
ed Monson Town Admin-
istrator Jennifer Wolowicz
with the framed document.

“This handmade copy,
printed using 18th centu-
ry techniques, is part of a
statewide partnership with
Revolution 250 to provide
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Packed schedule at Palmer Public Library for September

By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer
kflanders @turley.com

PALMER - Patrons are
looking forward to a busy
month of programming at
Palmer Public Library.

On Tuesday, Sept. 15, a
“Put Your Retirement Plan
to Work” program will be
held at 6:30 p.m. Retirement
can mean different things to
different people. Maybe you
want to travel, volunteer, start
your own business, or go back
to school. Join Edward Jones
financial advisor Lucille Ger-
main to discuss the impor-
tance of saving for retirement,
how to save through your em-

ployer-sponsored plan, and
other tax advantage options
for building your retirement.

This program is a free

financial education work-
shop, and registration is not
required.

“Crafternoons for

Adults” returns on Wednes-
day, Sept. 16, from 2-3:30
p.m.

“Join us in our Com-
munity Room for these fun,
adults-only, in-person craft
projects,” read a statement
released by the library. “The
September craft project will
be designing a pencil holder.”

Space for this program
is limited, and registration is
required. The program is in-

tended for adults only.

Please register by visit-
ing: www.palmerlibrary.org/
events.

An Old Palmer Cen-
ter Cemetery tour will take
place on Saturday, Sept. 19,
from 11 a.m. to noon. Take
part in Palmer’s MA 250 cel-
ebration by joining local his-
torian Robert Comeau, who
will provide a walking tour of
Old Palmer Center Cemetery.

Please note that this pro-
gram does not take place at
the library. Participants will
meet the tour guide at the
Old Palmer Center Cemetery
(take the first right off of Wa-
verly Street from Old Warren
Road).

“This is the second in a
series of three cemetery tours
and one library presentation,
and is brought to you by the
Palmer Historical Commis-
sion and the Palmer Public
Library,” the library-issued
statement read. “This pro-
gram is funded in part by a
grant from the Palmer Cul-
tural Council, a local agen-
cy, which is supported by the
Mass Cultural Council, a state
agency.”

Please register by visit-
ing the library website.

A program focused on
Dustin Pari (“The Montauk
Project: Stranger Than Fic-
tion”) will take place on Tues-
day, Sept. 29, at 6:30 p.m.

“As a part of television’s
Ghost Hunters, Ghost Hunt-
ers International, and appear-
ances on Destination Truth
and Ghost Nation, Dustin Pari
has traveled the world,” the li-
brary-issued statement read.

In this new program,
learn how the concept for the
hit television series “Stranger
Things” is rooted in the so-
called Montauk Project, be-
fore the story was relocated to
the fictional town of Hawkins,
Indiana.

Pari explores the endur-
ing legend of the Montauk
Project — an alleged series of
secret Cold War—era exper-
iments said to involve mind
control, psychic research, and

inter-dimensional phenome-
na.

“Blending  document-
ed history, conspiracy lore,
and television storytelling,
the presentation invites par-
ticipants to consider how
government secrecy, 1980s
nostalgia, and speculative sci-
ence converge to create one
of modern pop culture’s most
compelling mythologies out
of one of history’s greatest
conspiracies,” the statement
read.

This program is free to
attend, and registration is not
required.

Palmer Public Library is
located at 1455 North Main
Street.

Annual
tag sale
at Mary
Farm

PALMER - Local res-
idents are invited to visit
Mary Farm for its annual
tag sale this month.

The event will take
place on Saturdays, Sept.
12 and Sept. 19,

from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The location is Me-

morial Hall at Mary
Farm (1915 Ware Street,
Palmer).

Browse a selection of
gently used items, house-
hold goods, furniture, trea-
sures, and more.

Come shop and sup-
port the Apostolate of the
Suffering and the ongoing
work at Mary Farm.

Annual water quality
report available

MONSON - The 2025
annual water quality con-
sumer confidence report
for Monson is available at
https://www.monson-ma.
gov/622/Water-Quality-Re-
port-CCR-Index.

This report contains im-
portant information about
the source and quality of
your drinking water.

Hard copies are avail-
able at Monson Town Hall
located at 110 Main St., the
Monson Free Library located
at 2 High St. and the Monson
Senior Center located at 106
Main St.

Please call 413-267-
4130 if you would like a pa-
per report delivered to your
home.

Everyone welcome to Community
Walk Audit scheduled for Sept. 11

MONSON - The Quabo-
ag Connector and Healthy
Quaboag invite residents,
business owners, people with
disabilities, older adults, fami-
lies and community members

of all ages to participate in an
upcoming Community Walk-

ing Audit.

A Community Walking
Audit will start at Memorial
Hall, 198 Main St., on Friday,

Sept. 11 from 10 a.m.-noon.
During this guided walk,
participants will help iden-
tify areas for improvement,
including: sidewalk condi-
tions, crosswalk safety, traffic
speeds, ADA accessibility,
bus stops and transit access.
Your observations will
help create a comprehensive
inventory of road and pe-
destrian infrastructure needs

throughout the Quaboag Hills
Region.

Participants should bring
comfortable walking shoes,
a water bottle, weather-ap-
propriate clothing and a cell
phone (optional) for taking
photos. Everyone is welcome.
Your voice and perspective
can help shape safer streets
and more walkable neighbor-
hoods for everyone.

PCC accepting grant applications

PALMER - The Palm-
er Cultural Council (PCC)
will accept applications for
2027 Mass Cultural Council
(MCC) grants from Sept. 1
through Oct. 15.

The PCC invites com-
munity members, groups,
nonprofits, and others to
apply for grants to support
a range of offerings. These

The Mermaid & |
The Mariner

MULTI ARTISAN

HANDMADE
CRAFTS FAIR

include art shows, concerts,
performances, outdoor
workshops, lectures, short-
term artist residencies in
schools, and other commu-
nity programs focused on
youth, veterans, and senior
citizens.

Applications for 2027
must be submitted only
through the MCC website:

«n SEPT 19 & 20
| 10 aM - 5 pMm

Raffles!

% Free tickets for just stopping by
and additional per $10 sale!

o Meet local artisans. Support local.

s Complimentary cider & donuts!

% Off road parking and

overflow next to shop on

the property.

o New products! Old favorites!

& HOLIDAY MARKET
<<L<&
Fall, Halloween, Thanksgiving

& Christmas Decor!

THE BIG TOP TENT
WILL BE OPEN!!

https://masscultural.org/lo-
cal-council/palmer/mass.

The deadline for appli-
cations is 11:59 p.m. on Oct.
15. No late applications will
be accepted.

The PCC will vote on
applications in open meet-
ings in the fall of 2026 and
notify successful recipients
by mid-January 2027.

Ceremony to
honor 9/11 victims

PALMER -  The
American Legion, Palmer
Post 130, invites residents
to its annual 9/11 Remem-
brance/Dedication pro-
gram.

The event will take
place on Friday, Sept. 11,
at 6 p.m. at 1010 Thorndike
Street, Palmer (the new lo-
cation of Crimmins-Grave-
line Insurance).

“At this time, we will
continue to honor all the
police, firefighters, EMTs,
veterans, and civilians who
lost their lives that fateful
day,” read a statement re-
leased by the American
Legion. “We will also hon-
or our fallen from Western
MA since 9/11 and dedi-
cate any pavers received
since our last ceremony.”

-

8/31-9/10
MASSACHUSETTS MILITARY
HEROES FUND
DONATION DRIVE

1 Palmer High School
4105 Main St, Palmer
(V) school Hours

Amazon Wishlist
for Veterans

! Amvets

2150 Main St, Three Rivers
Daily1- 8

NEEDED DONATIONS

* Journaling Notebooks
* Binder Dividers
* Pens and Pencils

Sponser a Care
Package - $35

* Reusable Water Bottles

!
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Board presented with Declaration of Independence

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

MONSON - At the re-
cent Select Board meeting,
the Town Administrator
presented the board with a
framed copy of the Decla-
ration of Independence, and
announced staffing updates
and upcoming meetings.

On Aug. 25, Town Ad-
ministrator Jennifer Wolo-
wicz began her report by
unveiling the framed copy
of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, which was gifted
by the 250th Committee for
the Commonwealth and pre-
sented to the town by state
Rep. Brian Ashe, state Rep.
Angelo Puppulo, and state
Sen. Ryan Fattman at the
school the day prior.

“The Declaration of In-

dependence is on the same
paper that they used when
they originally wrote it,
they went through a whole
process to make sure it was
as authentic as possible,”
Wolowicz said.

Wolowicz thanked
Ashe’s office for matting
and framing the copy of the
Declaration for the town,
and adding gold plaques that
commemorate the nation’s
250th anniversary, and the
names of the legislators that
presented it.

Wolowicz also thanked
the representatives for in-
cluding the town in its pre-
sentation of the Declaration.

“We’re going to find a
nice place to hang it in Town
Hall,” Wolowicz said.

Dispatch presentation

Wolowicz’s report con-

tinued by announcing that

Executive Director Penny
Ryan and Deputy Director
Anthony Masaya of West-
Comm Regional Dispatch
Center will attend the Sept.
22 Select Board meeting, at
the request of Police Chief
Nicholas Gasperini.

“The reason they’re
going to come in is to pro-
vide an overview of the A.L
system that they are current-
ly reviewing and testing,’
Wolowicz said. “It has not
gone live yet, this is some-
thing that they’re testing
and looking for.”

New staff

Wolowicz  welcomed
the Collector’s Office’s new
Administrative Coordinator,
Amanda McDermott, a town
resident who came from a
job outside the community.

Another staffing change
that Wolowicz mentioned

was Joanne Castonguay,
who was officially promoted
to Executive Director at the
Council on Aging.

“She had served in the
interim role for a year with
us, and she did a great job
with that, and we had sever-
al conversations throughout
that year to see if she still
wanted to continue in that
role, and she did,” Wolo-
wicz said. “I was very im-
pressed with how she took
on the duties and everything
that she’s doing over there.”

As Castonguay left her
previous role as Admin-
istrative Assistant, Kelly
Bergeron stepped into the
combined role of Adminis-
trative Assistant and Activ-
ities Coordinator.

“Kelly does a great job,
she does exercise classes
and activities for the se-

niors,” Wolowicz said. “The
amount of people going in
there has really increased
lately, so we’re really excit-
ed about that.”

Select Board Chair Pat
Oney congratulated both
Bergeron and Castonguay
on their promotions. Wolo-
wicz then described the Fi-
nance team’s trip to the an-
nual school at University of
Massachusetts, through the
Collectors and Treasurers
Association and the Associ-
ation of Assessing Officers.

“Drew Bojovic passed
his test working towards
his accreditation,” Wolo-
wicz said. “Which is the
classroom income approach
to evaluation. That helps
collectors, treasurers and
assessors earn profession-
al certification within their
field.”

Lions Club
hosts tag
sale this
weekend

PALMER - Palmer Li-
ons Club is holding a tag sale
on Friday, Sept. 11 from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday,
Sept. 12 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at Second Congregational
Church’s side yard located
at 1080 Pleasant St. Slightly
used items at discounts. Pro-
ceeds contribute to Lions’
Eye and Ear research and
childhood diabetes research.

Monson Savings Bank makes $1,000 donation to Aida’s Food Truck

MONSON - Reinforc-
ing its commitment to sup-
porting organizations that
make a meaningful differ-
ence in the communities
it serves, Monson Savings
Bank donated $1,000 to
Aida’s Food Truck through
its 2026 Community Giving
Initiative.

The donation was made
possible through votes cast
by local community mem-
bers, who selected Aida’s
Food Truck as a deserving
recipient of support.

Monson Savings Bank
President & CEO Dan Mori-
arty and Executive Vice
President & Chief Operat-
ing Officer Michael Rouette,
along with other representa-
tives from Monson Savings
Bank, presented the donation
to Aida Torres, founder of
Aida’s Food Truck, and vol-
unteer Bob Ainsworth.

Aida’s Food Truck is a
nonprofit organization ded-
icated to helping individu-
als and families facing food
insecurity throughout the
region. Through communi-
ty partnerships and volun-
teer efforts, the organization
provides meals and essen-
tial support to those in need
while fostering a spirit of
compassion and connection.

“One of the most re-
warding aspects of our Com-
munity Giving Initiative is
seeing community members
actively choose organizations
that are making a real impact
in their neighborhoods,” said
Moriarty in a press release.
“The fact that local residents
voted for Aida’s Food Truck
demonstrates how much this
organization means to the
people it serves. We are hon-
ored to support Aida and her
team as they continue their
important work addressing
food insecurity and helping
neighbors in need.”

Torres expressed her ap-
preciation for the communi-
ty’s support and the Bank’s
generosity.

“We are incredibly
grateful to everyone who
voted for Aida’s Food Truck
through Monson Savings
Bank’s Community Giving
Initiative. Knowing that our
community believes in our
mission means so much to
us. This donation will help us
continue providing food and
support to individuals and
families who need it most,”
she said.

Ainsworth echoed those
sentiments: “Aida’s Food
Truck is powered by people
who genuinely care about

Your Bank Forever

Q Monson Savings

o February 2026

wene AIDA'S FOOD TRUCK

ORDER OF

One Thousand Dollars and 6

rorn Community Giving Initiative

$,000

DOLLARS

Submitted Photo

Aimee Kohn, Business Development Officer, Monson Savings Bank; Dan Moriarty, President &
CEO, Monson Savings Bank; Bob Ainsworth, volunteer, Aida’s Food Truck; Aida Torres, founder,
Aida’s Food Truck; Michael Rouette, EVP & GO0, Monson Savings Bank; and Paul Shepardson,
AVP Digital Systems Officer, Monson Savings Bank.

helping others. It is inspiring
to see the community rally
behind our mission and vote
for us as part of this initiative.
We sincerely thank Monson
Savings Bank and everyone
who cast a vote to recognize
the work being done to sup-
port local families.”

Rouette emphasized the
importance of community
participation in the Bank’s
giving efforts.

“Our Community Giving
Initiative is unique because
it puts the decision-making
directly into the hands of the
people who live and work in
our communities. When res-
idents vote for organizations
like Aida’s Food Truck, they
help direct resources where
they believe they will have
the greatest impact. We are
proud to support an organiza-
tion that exemplifies generos-

ity, compassion, and service
to others,” he said.

The donation 1is part
of Monson Savings Bank’s
annual Community Giving
Initiative, which provides
financial support to local
nonprofits and communi-
ty organizations chosen by
community vote. The pro-
gram reflects the Bank’s
longstanding  commitment
to investing in organizations

that strengthen the quality of
life throughout the region and
address the needs that matter
most to local residents.

Aida’s Food Truck has
become a valued community
resource by providing meals
and support to individuals
and families experiencing
hardship. With the help of
dedicated volunteers and
community partners, the or-
ganization continues to make
a difference by ensuring that
no neighbor is left behind.

Monson Savings Bank’s
Community Giving Initiative
supports local nonprofits and
community organizations
that make a meaningful im-
pact throughout the region.
Each year, community mem-
bers are invited to vote for
nonprofit organizations they
would like the Bank to sup-
port.

By placing the power of
giving directly in the hands
of the community, the pro-
gram helps direct funding to
organizations that are cre-
ating positive changes and
improving the lives of local
residents.

To learn more, visit
https://www.monsonsavings.
bank/connect/our-communi-
ty/community-giving-initia-
tive.html.

TAG SALE
at MARY FARM

Sept. 12th and Sept. 19th
8 a.m. -

1915 Ware Street, Rt 32, Palmer

Proceeds to benefit Mary Farm renovations

3 p.m.

Retired Princess House Consultant

SELLING

Demonstration Inventory,
Many Items, Most In Original Boxes,
During Warren’s

TOWN WIDE TAG SALE

on Saturday, September 12th
~ 10% will be donated to charity ~

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

STIHL ®Husqvarna "
PARK SAW SHOP

LOGGING ¢ ARBORIST * SAFETY

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm e Sat 7am-Noon
Shipping Can Be Arranged
Sar RENTALS AVAILABLE

)

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

e

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

appears.

SQUIER OIL

— EST 1874 MONSON —

We need a person that could
become an oil delivery person

and/or a heating equipment
service installer.
We are easy to work with and
will to train and educate.

Email: squieroil @verizon.net

Nesco SaLes™e-

RS #1688

— PALMER. MA —

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR OUR ATHLETES AROUND TOWN

Booster Day is our biggest and most important fundraiser of the year. Our student-athletes,
teamed up with parent chaperones, will be out across the community going door-to-door to
connect with neighbors and raise vrtal support for our athletic programs.

In appreciation of your support, our athletes will be handing out full-color printed
schedules for the fall sports season, so you won’t miss a single game or event.

HOW TO GIVE

¢ At your door

e Online, any time
Missed our knock,

Athletes can accept cash, check, or a
secure online donation on the spot.

VOLUNTEERS

ATHLETES &

11:30AM

Legion Field Concessions

IBOOSIIEIR DAY

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 12-4

We Make It Easy For You!

¢ (Collision Specialists ¢ We Help with Insurance Claims!
¢ Free Estimates (By Appointment) e Expert Color Matching

89 > State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

413-283-6403

or prefer to give digitally?
Donate at phspubclub.com.

Check in to get your group and
your neighborhood assignment.

Lunch is provided for all students
and volunteers.

e Stop by Legion Field

Concessions are open 12-4.
Come say hi, grab food and snacks.

Thank you for your generous support of our teams and student-athletes.

GO PANTHIERS!

PHSPUBGLUB.COM

PHSPUBCLUB@GMAIL.COM
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Viewpoints

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

i

Security

Dear Rusty:

Maybe everybody has
the same reaction that I do
to Social Security insolven-
cy.

I do not understand a
system that has been basi-
cally run like a Ponzi Scam
since 1its inception; why
have you decided (in 2026-
2027) that now is the time
to change a perfectly good
Ponzi Scam.

In all reality, this be-
gan with Babylon. I'm
sure that if you searched
the meaning of the words
“Babylonian money mag-
ic,” you would understand
what I'm talking about.

If this is as good as the
Earth has, why would you
mess with a perfectly rot-
ten thing. Why would you
decide to change curren-
cies to some sort of fragile
digital currency?

Signed: Skeptical Senior

Dear Skeptical Senior:

You touch on an item
that the Association of
Mature American Citizens
Foundation has dealt with
many times over the years,
specifically the notion that
Social Security has the
characteristics of a Ponzi
Scheme.

Our position in re-
sponse to that notion is
that Social Security was
created and operated with
full transparency with its
financial status, formu-
las and long-term deficits
completely and publicly
documented and reported
to the President and Con-
gress annually.

Unlike the infamous
Charles Ponzi, the gov-
ernment has a perma-
nent pool of contributors
through mandatory FICA
and SECA (self-employ-
ment) payroll taxes and is
designed to remain in op-
eration infinitely as long as
there’s a taxpaying work-
force.

Moreover, the Social
Security system is over-
seen by Congress, specif-
ically the Senate Finance
Committee and the House
Ways and Means Commit-
tee, and the Government
Accountability Office. The
Social Security Adminis-
tration is subject to routine
hearings by these congres-
sional overseers and main-
tains an independent Office
of the Inspector General to
ensure the integrity of its
financial operations.

Contrary to Ponzi
victims, all participants
retiring from the work-
force and their dependents
recover their Social Secu-
rity contributions via ben-

Why change Social
now? It’s a
working ‘Ponzi Scam.

efit payments, some more
than others based on their
level of participation in
the system. Also, contrary
to Ponzi Schemes, Social
Security was designed as
a social insurance system
and has operated success-
fully in that mode for over
nine decades.

What raises the notion
of a Ponzi Scheme com-
parison these days is the
looming insolvency facing
Social Security just six
years from now. This finan-
cial problem, however, has
nothing to do with fraud.

Rather, it is a function
of workforce demograph-
ics and the fact that Con-
gress has long deferred
corrective action on a prob-
lem that has been known
for the past four decades.

We sometimes hear
well intended, but some-
times uninformed com-
ments from some Washing-
ton politicians invoking the
Ponzi Scheme reference,
but we believe that Con-
gress is finally waking up
to the urgency.

And we also believe
Congress is now starting
to move seriously to set
a course for correction in
time to ward off the im-
pact of insolvency. AMAC
is proud to be a part of the
collective thinking current-
ly surfacing, and our Social
Security Guarantee is in
play as a plan to be consid-
ered.

We invite you to re-
view our SS reform plan (at
https://amac.us/social-se-
curity-guarantee) and like-
wise to stay tuned to our
Social ~Security Report
website (https://socialsecu-
rityreport.org/) where we
post regular updates on a
variety of matters pertain-
ing to Social Security and
retirement.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory  or
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.
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By Ellenor Downer

oug Moore of
Belchertown took this
photo of an osprey

protecting its young from a
red winged blackbird at Lake
Wallace on July 17.

The osprey, also known
as the fish hawk has the abil-
ity to dive into water to catch
fish. It also has the ability to
hover.

Ospreys are unusual
among hawks in possessing
a reversible outer toe that al-

lows them to grasp with two
toes in front and two behind.
Barbed pads on the soles of
the birds’ feet help them grip
slippery fish. When flying
with prey, an osprey lines up
its catch head first for less
wind resistance.

These hawks are ex-
cellent anglers. Over sever-
al studies, ospreys caught
fish on at least one in every
four dives with success rates
sometimes as high as 70%.

dancedinthe

While visions of school buses

irheads...

Teachable moments during preservation

had far too many

Iplans for a
long week-

end. There

were peaches

to can, ap-

plesauce to

make, pep-

pers to roast

and tomatoes

to turn into

sauce and salsa.

Oh yes, and cab-

bage to ferment into sauer-

kraut. Tis the season!

Someone once said that
it is important to “make hay
while the sun is shining.”
That is exactly what I did.

While I was at it I came
across a few teachable mo-
ments, and that is what I
want to share with you to-
day.

Some of my peaches
have brown rot and some
had split pits. Brown rot is
a fungal disease that leaves
furry brown areas on the
fruit.

It can spread fast. One
day a small patch; the next
day half a fruit is infected.

Much like with apple
scab, sanitation will go a
long way to aid in preven-
tion. Your goal is to prevent
disease spores from over-
wintering.

Throw out any fallen
infected peaches. If peach-
es are clinging to the trees
well after harvest, pick these
“mummies” and get rid of
them too.

Rake up leaves that may
also carry the disease. If rak-
ing is unrealistic, mow un-
der the tree to encourage the
leaves to break down.

In late winter, prune to
encourage good air flow, a
paramount practice in dis-
ease prevention. Thin fruit
to four to five inches apart.
Applications of fungicide
can assist, but I prefer the
natural route as much a pos-
sible.

I encourage you to do
your own research.

Split pit on peaches is
new to me. It was like the pit
was indeed split, and some-
times stuck in each side of
the fruit. From there, rot
can begin to take over.

Apparently split pit
a physiological issue. Too
much rain prior to harvest
could be the -cul-
prit especially since

ke
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spring and early summer
were somewhat dry.

Watering during dry
spells, and applying a mulch
around the base of the tree to
conserve and even out mois-
ture can help.

While working with
my apples I observe a few
clusters of tiny dots here and
there, as well as patches of
gray over the apple’s skin.
These are summer diseas-
es known as fly speck and
sooty blotch respectively.

Both occur after lots
of rain and humidity. Un-
fortunately all apples are
susceptible to them, but the
good news is that they only
mar the apple’s good looks;
it doesn’t penetrate the skin
nor will it affect its taste.

Some elbow grease will
likely rub it off. To reduce
the likelihood of your apples
getting these diseases prune
for good air flow (it will dry
out fruit faster after a rain)
and remove nearby wild
blackberry canes (the diseas-
es overwinter here).

I talked about peppers
and tomatoes not that long
ago, but I do have to say that
I am upset that I had what
feels like one round of pep-
pers. There are no little pep-
per replacements anywhere
on most of my plants.

I know my rock edged
raised beds get hot, and tend
to dry out quickly, so per-
haps that is the culprit for
“some then done.” Drought
then a deluge could force the
blossoms to fall off.

I'll. be sure

to keep this in //

the forefront of my mind as
I plan next year’s gar-
den. Soaker hoses
and more or-
ganic matter
may help.

As 1
was  pro-
cessing
the tomatoes
I stopped twice to
save some of the
seeds of two of my

favorites. If you grew
open pollinated, non hybrid
tomatoes and plan to start
your own seeds indoor next
spring, you’d be silly not to
save your own seeds!

Cut open a tomato —
scoop out the goop and put
it in a small jar with a few
drops of water. Wait a few
days until mold forms on top
and then dump into a sieve
and separate out the seeds.

Allow to dry on paper
towel and then store in an
envelope marked with the
variety and date. You just
saved yourself some cash,
too!

The only thing I have
to say about my cabbage is
that I wish I had grown more
of it. All of my Crucifers —
broccoli, cabbage and kale
worked out so tremendous-
ly well under insect netting
that I will definitely grow it
that way again next year.

No worms at all. Plant-
ing a few early cabbages and
some later ones was smart to
spread out the kraut.

Next year I'll just add a
few more to my plot.

Alas, the harvest season
is in full swing. I am so in-
credibly grateful for my gar-
den and what I can preserve
for use in the off season.

Roberta McQuaid
graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture
at the University of Massa-
chusetts. For 34 years she
has held the position of staff
horticulturist at Old Stur-
bridge Village. She enjoys
growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette @
turley.com with “Garden-
ing Question” in the sub-
Jject line.

The average time they spent
hunting before making a
catch was about 12 minutes.

The osprey readily builds
its stick nest on manmade
structures such as telephone
poles, channel markers, duck
blinds and nest platforms de-
signed especially for it. Such
platforms have become an
important tool in reestablish-
ing ospreys in areas where
they had disappeared. In
some areas nests are placed
almost exclusively on artifi-
cial structures.

Osprey eggs do not hatch
all at once. Rather, the first
chick emerges up to five days
before the last one. The old-
er hatchling dominates its
younger siblings and can mo-
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Flag Against
The Terror Furling

What highest was, Big Apple fair —
By crazed attack to cause terror:
Would seem to show height was error
Of freedom — in the world’s city of power.

Part of it, for now, from our concrete
Orchard, will lay for a time at our feet —
Where dwells a shaken, sorrowing heart.

But for more than this -must it beat.

As dominions are, of quickened flesh and blood;
And — resolved, by this, to a patriot’s mood.:
Will do — for them— as high-born-spirit, demands.
From these grey ashes, and smoking air —
That’s made our tragedy’s funeral pyre,

The living, shall pursue each dread step... to honour.

— Charles Barnes
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Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Journal Register welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s
election campaigns by writing letters
to the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from
local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign
issues should be sent to The Journal
Register, care of Turley Publications,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069,
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed
to journalregister@turley.com. Please
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For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage,
the newspaper plans to print stories
about contested races for Congress,
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election,
as well as a question-and-answer
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor
will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in
The Journal Register.
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nopolize the food brought by
the parents.

If food is abundant,
chicks share meals in rel-
ative harmony; in times of
scarcity, younger ones may
starve to death.

These birds may log
more than 160,000 migra-
tion miles during its 15 to
20-year lifetime. Scientists
track ospreys by strapping
lightweight satellite trans-
mitters to the birds’ backs.

The devices pinpoint an
osprey’s location to with-
in a few hundred yards and
last for two or three years.
During 13 days in 2008,
one osprey flew 2,700 miles
from Martha’s Vineyard,
Massachusetts to French
Guiana, South America.

The oldest known os-
prey was at least 25 years,
two months old and lived in
Virginia. It was banded in
1973 and found in 1998.

Glossy ibis

On July 13 Doug Moore
saw a glossy ibis at Lake
Wallace. They expanded
their range over the past
century from the south-
eastern United States to in-
clude much of eastern North

Osrey at nest.

America.

At a distance the glossy
ibis looks uniformly dark,
but a closer look in sunlight
reveals deep maroon, emer-
ald, bronze and violet feath-
ers.

Large flock of grackles

I saw a large flock of
grackles in late August. |
did not count them, but there
were at least 50, probably
more.

They flew from one
side of the road to the other.
I stopped the car and wait-
ed for them to safely pass.

Photo by Doug Moore

There were stragglers and
some flew behind the car as
well as in front of it. Seeing
them reminded me that the
fall migrations are happen-
ing or at least the birds are
gathering in flocks to make
their journeys south.

Some species of birds
travel long distances to their
winter habitat. Ospreys are
just one of many that travel
thousands of miles.

People may report a bird
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or
texting 774-262-5882.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Author thanks community for support

of new book

To the Editor:

I remain blown away by
the turnout for the launch of
my new book Sept. 1 at Palm-
er Public Library.

All chapters of my life
were represented wonderful-
ly. Sts. Peter and Paul School,
the subject of my new mem-
oir, “Compositions”, came
back to life with so many
classmates from my Class
of 1972 there, plus former
students from so many other
years.

Just a few nights after
our 50th Reunion, Palmer
High’s Class of 1976 also
was there via many friends I
met in those four years, and
others who went through the
same school halls years be-
fore or after. Colleagues from
my years reporting for the
Springfield newspapers, and
colleagues and former stu-
dents from my years teach-
ing at Bay Path University’s
MFA in Creative Nonfiction
and the University of South-
ern Maine’s Stonecoast MFA
program, also filled the seats,

and flowed into the hall. Ev-
eryone in the world should
experience this kind of night,
what my husband Tommy
Shea calls “a living wake.” So
many, many loved ones and
acquaintances, neighbors,
plus even strangers, there to
celebrate something you’ve
created.

I remain humbled,
touched and so grateful for it
all.

Special thanks to Journal
Register reporter Kevin Flan-
ders for his page one story that
did so much to draw people to
the event. To Amy Golenski,
Palmer Public Library’s Adult
Services Librarian, and all the
staff, for making the crowd

Submltted Photo
Bondsville author Suzanne Strempek Shea presented her new
book to a large crowd at the Palmer Public Library.

and me so welcome.

To lifelong friend Bar-
bara Sekula of Ludlow for
her lovely introduction, and
to Susan Tilton Pecora, who
left her Thorndike art studio
for the day to help me deco-
rate the community room, and
then spent the evening photo-
graphing the event.

And to all who attended.
Whether still living in our
town, or in Florida, in New
Hampshire, or in the Boston
area, your efforts to be there
were so appreciated.

It’s a night I truly won’t
forget, and my thanks are sent
to everyone who was there.

Suzanne Strempek Shea

Bondsville

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication.

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have
an event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form
and as a Word doc or plain email text — no PDFs or flyers,
please — to journalregister @turley.com.

UPCOMING

VENDORS FOR THE BAYSTATE WING HOSPITAL
GIFT SHOPPE

September Vendors
Sept. 15 - Wicked Good Treats
Sept. 16 - How Charming
Sept. 21 - Geriations & Sew On
Sept. 23 - Crystal Clear Emotions

ONGOING

WALES CHURCH FARMER’S MARKET: Located in
the church pavilion across from the post office on the cor-
ner of Route 19 and Monson Road. The farmers market is

open every Saturday morning from 9 a.m.-noon beginning on
Memorial Day weekend and running until Labor Day week-
end. Offerings include homemade baked goods, local honey,
crafts, flea market items, antiques and fruits and vegetables
when in season. Vendors are welcome and there is no charge
to set up a table.

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES
6:30-7:30 p.m. and 7:30-8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or both.
Brimfield Winery at 35 Main St., in Brimfield. Check brim-
fieldwinery.com for any variations.

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2-4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road, Holland, to learn or
practice different crafts. There are new crafts every Wednes-
day. For more information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely
Road, Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hik-
ing, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can
be found in the parking lot. For more information call 413-
267-4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit
keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month in
the AMETS Post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild is
a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplishments,
from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues are $55 a
year. Follow them on Facebook for more information.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30
p.m., every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St.,
Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute begin-
ners and beginners, and participants get to dance to all types
of music. $10 per class. Please wear comfortable footwear,
no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday at the
Palmer Library at 1455 N. Main St. Free and open to the pub-
lic. Play available board and card games or bring your own.
Must be 16 or older unless accompanied by an adult. No reg-
istration required. For more information call 413-283-3691,
or email palewis19 @yahoo.com.

QI GONG: Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy
Emerson is held every Tuesday from 5:45-6:45 p.m.

YEARS OF
KNOWLEDGE

(£)(508)867-8072

A
Sl

Low cost
tutoring &
scholarships
are available!

We’re a private,
non-profit
organization at the
Palmer Public Library,
here to help you meet
your educational and
professional goals.

We are celebrating our

Hours:

HoPE TO SEE YOU THERE
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The Library Loft

Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer

20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.

Tues. 10am - 4pm - Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm « Fri. 10am-4pm - Sat. 10am-2pm

Book donations will be accepted at the FPalmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 2863-3330 ext. 100

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

[ L | [l JUIt

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

TopFicor

LEARNING Tutors Needed

Contact Us For More Information

413-544-6600 . ¢

emall dlrector@topﬂoorlearmng;)rg
. thtps //topfloorlearning.org/4 .. »

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional &
Educational Goals

For English Language Learners, HiSET
English, Writing & Math
Computer/Tech

COMPUTER SECURITY

Need a secure password?
Been Phished? Fake emails?

Social Engineering - How to avoid!
What to do when you’re hacked
June 17 at 1 p.m. $20
Top Floor Learning Computer Lab

Basic Computer Use

Resumé Building & Updating
English Language Learning
GED/HiSET Preparation
Reading, Writing, Math
Citizenship Exam

SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

Starting April 8, tutors will be available

from 1:30 to 6:30 pm on Wednesdays
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Palmer Police Logs

During the week of Aug.
23-29, the Palmer Police De-
partment responded to 43
building checks, 69 motor ve-
hicle stops, two disabled motor
vehicles, 11 motor vehicle vio-
lations, 61 informational calls,
19 medical emergencies, six
animal complaints, 45 calls for
officers wanted, 28 alarms, 16
silent, accidental, abandoned
or hung up 911 calls, three fire
calls, three theft or fraud calls,
eight investigations, seven mo-
tor vehicle accidents, seven
motor vehicle releases, 16 gen-
eral services, four out of juris-
diction reports, 19 assists to
other agencies, five transports,
16 traffic posts and 10 school
resource officer calls.

Sunday, Aug. 23

1:17 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, Pleasant Street and
Central Street

2:15 a.m. Hazard-Wire/
Pole/Tree, Ware Street and
Gates Street

2:30 a.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Beacon Drive

2:43 a.m. Suspicious Per-
son, Squier Street

4:10 a.m. Suspicious Per-
son, Squier Street

8:19 a.m. Noise Com-
plaint, Barker Street

8:27 a.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Winthrop Street

9:22 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, High Street

9:56 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, Mt. Dumplin Road

11:18 a.m. Noise Com-
plaint, Barker Street

2:35 p.m. Investigation,
Wilbraham Street

4:02 p.m. Suspicious Per-
son, Chestnut Street

4:41 p.m. Breaking and
Entering Vehicle, Lariviere
Street

5:07 p.m. Check Well Be-
ing, Maple Terrace

5:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, Mass Turnpike

5:20 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Lawrence Street

9:35 p.m. Medical Alarm,
Thorndike Street

11:38 p.m. Check Well
Being, North Main Street

Monday, Aug. 24

2:18 a.m. Check Well Be-
ing, North Main Street

2:20 a.m. Medical Alarm,
Shearer Street

4:00 a.m. Unwanted Per-
son, Wright Street

5:42 a.m. Alarm Burglar/
Hold-Up/Panic, Third Street

9:10 am. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Quaboag Valley
Co-Op

9:31 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, North Main Street

10:03 a.m. Found Proper-
ty, Lariviere Street

11:33 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Ware Street

11:58 am. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Main Street

1:22 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint

1:35 p.m. Medical Mutual
Aid, Cedar Swamp Road

1:51 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, South Main Street

2:48 p.m. Fire-Smoke,
Springfield Street

3:47 p.m. Suspicious Ve-
hicle, Flynt Street

4:08 p.m. Medical Alarm,
Gates Street

4:51 p.m. Hazard-Road
Condition, South High Street

9:01 p.m. Check Well Be-
ing, Beacon Drive

10:24 p.m. Hazard-Wire/
Pole/Tree, Sykes Street

Tuesday, Aug. 25
12:31 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Gay Street
1:48 am. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Bourne Street
2:32 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Charles Street

6:52 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, Old Warren Road

7:08 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Ruggles Street

7:18 am. Fire-Smoke,
Church Street

7:27 a.m. Alarm Burglar/
Hold-Up/Panic, Main Street

8:52 a.m. Breaking and
Entering Vehicle, Maple Street

9:02 am. Notification/
Message Delivery, Palmer
Road

9:09 a.m. Trespass Com-
plaint, Shaw Street

9:34 am. Missing/Run-
away, Main Street

9:48 a.m. Property Re-
turn, Stimson Street

10:36 a.m. Fraud, Cedar
Hill Street

11:23 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Beacon Drive

11:28 a.m. Drug/Narcot-
ics Violation, Second Street

11:48 a.m. Animal Com-
plaint, High Street

12:28 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Park Street

3:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, Bridge Street and
Main Street

3:21 p.m. Medical Alarm,
Main Street

4:38 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Water Street and Bridge
Street

6:19 p.m. Breaking and

Entering  Vehicle, Michael
Drive

7:11 p.m. Investigation,
Michael Drive

7:20 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Cedar Hill Street

8:15 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Glenn Street

10:02 p.m. Lost Property,
Main Street

11:36 p.m. Missing/Run-
away, Burlingame Street

Wednesday, Aug. 26
2:41 a.m. Medical Alarm,

Bourneside Street

2:48 a.m. Hazard/Other,
Thorndike Street

4:07 a.m. Alarm Burglar/
Hold-Up/Panic, Thorndike
Street

8:20 a.m. Animal Com-
plaint, River Street

9:31 a.m. Public Service,
Coache Street

9:45 a.m. Check Well Be-
ing, Shaw Street

10:30 a.m. Illegal Dump-
ing, Thorndike Street

11:27 a.m. Alarm Burglar/
Hold-Up/Panic, South Main
Street

12:35 p.m. Found Proper-
ty, Thorndike Street

2:21 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Olney Road

2:42 p.m. Medical Alarm,
Gates Street

2:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Park Violation, Main Street

3:50 p.m. Fraud, Gates
Street

6:37 p.m. Investigation,
Lariviere Street

7:35 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Michael Street

8:27 p.m. Disorderly Con-
duct, North Main Street

9:27 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Main Street

10:05 p.m. Disorderly
Conduct, North Main Street

10:47 p.m. Check Well
Being, Pleasant Street and Pine
Street

Thursday, Aug. 27

1:16 a.m. Officer Wanted,
Main Street

7:48 a.m. Investigation,
Boston Road

8:10 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Beacon Drive

8:49 am. Theft,
Street

9:03 a.m. Hazard-Road
Condition, Thorndike Street

11:30  am. Medical
Alarm, Beacon Drive

Park

12:23 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

12:57 p.m. Check Well
Being, Park Street

1:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Abandoned, Shearer Street and
Thorndike Street

1:47 p.m. Check Well
Being, Stone Street and Park
Street

3:43 p.m. Disturbance,
South Main Street

3:51 p.m. Suspicious Ve-
hicle, Hill Street

3:52 p.m. Lost Property,
North Main Street

5:02 p.m. Missing/Run-
away, Buckland Street

6:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Repossession, High Street

7:58 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Summer Street

8:12 p.m. Suspicious Ve-
hicle, Palmer Road

8:46 p.m. Medical Mutual
Aid, Maple Street

9:10 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, North Main Street

9:40 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Quaboag Valley Co-Op

Friday, Aug. 28

12:06 a.m. Noise Com-
plaint, Palmer Road

12:43 a.m. Noise Com-
plaint, Palmer Road

9:25 am. Investigation,
Beacon Drive

10:22 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Main Street

10:35 a.m. Investigation,
Main Street

1:19 p.m. Water Leak/
Hazard, Allen Street

1:26 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, North Main Street

1:26 p.m. Hazard-Other,
Ware Street

2:04 p.m. Check Well Be-
ing, South High Street

2:09 p.m. Assault, Pleas-
ant Street

3:48 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Stimson Street

4:29 p.m. Officer Wanted,
Wilbraham Street

4:50 p.m. Check Well Be-
ing, Beacon Drive

6:22 p.m. Hazard-Wire/
Pole/Tree, Spring Street

8:20 p.m. Suspicious Per-
son, Squier Street

Saturday, Aug. 29

2:32 a.m. Suspicious Per-
son, State Street

4:08 a.m. Alarm Burglar/
Hold-Up/Panic, North Main
Street

11:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, Thorndike Street

11:51 a.m. Hazard-Other,
Main Street

12:57 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Quaboag Valley Co-Op

1:39 p.m. Warrant Ser-
vice, South Main Street

1:51 p.m. Vandalism,
Palmer Road

3:41 p.m. Unwanted Per-
son, Beacon Drive

5:04 p.m. Public Service,
Thorndike Street

5:15 p.m. Hazard-Road
Condition, Philip Street and
Summit Drive

6:24 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Allen Street

7:57 p.m. Disturbance,
Beacon Drive

8:11 p.m. Suspicious
Vehicle, Bertera, Thorndike
Street

8:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Ware Street and Breck-
enridge Street

9:05 p.m. Check Well Be-
ing, Thorndike Street

9:09 p.m. Check Well Be-
ing, Thorndike Street

10:39 p.m. Warrant Ser-
vice, Wilbraham Street

11:05 p.m. Noise Com-
plaint, Palmer Road

11:09 p.m. Investigation,
Wright Street

11:36 p.m. Investigation,
Thorndike Street

Monson Police Logs

During the week of Aug.
31-Sept. 6, the Monson Po-
lice Department responded
to five miscellaneous calls, 29
administrative calls, 22 prop-
erty checks, 27 traffic assign-
ments, five traffic violations,
three safety hazards, seven
investigations, one assist oth-
er agencies, 37 police vehi-
cle checks, 21 motor vehicle
stops, nine directed patrols,
17 details/overtimes and nine
phone calls.

Monday, Aug. 31
8:45 a.m. Investigation/

Follow Up

10:19 a.m. Fraud/Decep-
tion

1:06 p.m. Trespass/Un-
wanted

6:18 p.m. EMS Mutual
Aid

Tuesday, Sept. 1

7:27 a.m. Abandoned
911 Call

1:51 p.m. Theft/Larceny

2:15 p.m. Check Well
Being

4:01
911 Call

5:38 p.m. Medical Emer-

p-m. Abandoned

gency
Wednesday, Sept. 2
3:45 a.m. Abandoned
911 Call

5:18 a.m. Traffic Viola-
tion/Hazard

6:12 a.m. Safety Hazard

9:54 a.m. Safety Hazard

12:01 p.m. Investigation/
Follow Up

12:20  p.m. Electrical
Hazard

2:25 p.m. Investigation/
Follow Up

4:36  p.m. Animal/In-
jured/Hunted

5:21 p.m. Weapons/Fire-

TR E E

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

OBINSON

R

S ERVICE

arms
8:06 p.m. Keep the Peace

Thursday, Sept. 3

8:59 a.m. Traffic Viola-
tion/Hazard

9:01 am. Fire Alarm
Testing

9:40 a.m. Investigation/
Follow Up

1:36 p.m. Traffic Viola-
tion/Hazard

6:11 p.m. Check Well
Being

6:21 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance

Friday, Sept. 4

5:46 am. Suspicious/
Wanted

7:35 a.m. Investigation/
Follow Up

7:35 a.m. Theft/Larceny

8:48 a.m. Warrant Ser-
vice

8:57 a.m. Traffic Viola-
tion/Hazard

9:42 a.m. Assist Other

The Monson Fire Depart-
ment responded to 18 EMS
calls and five fire calls for the
week of Aug. 31-Sept. 6.

On Tuesday, Sept. 1 at
9:20 a.m., the department re-
sponded to Boston Road — East
for a public assist. The depart-
ment returned in service at 9:43
a.m.

Agency

9:59 a.m. Fire Alarm
Testing

11:17 a.m. Check Well
Being

11:47 a.m. Animal/In-
jured/Hunted

10:29 p.m. Traffic Viola-
tion/Hazard

Arrest: Robert A. Dwyer,
63, Fitchburg

OUI-Liquor or .08%, 3rd
Offense; Negligent Operation
of Motor Vehicle; Inspection/
Sticker, No; Alcohol in Motor
Vehicle, Possess Open Con-
tainer of; Marked Lanes Vio-
lation

Saturday, Sept. 5

11:39 a.m. Abandoned
911 Call

11:52 a.m. Check Well
Being

1:00 p.m. Community
Policing

5:30 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance

On the same day at 11:33
a.m., the department respond-
ed to Upper Hampden Road
for alarms sounding. The de-
partment returned in service at
12:10 p.m.

At 5:08 p.m., the depart-
ment responded to Stafford
Road for alarms sounding. The
department returned in service
at 5:20 p.m.

8:29 p.m. Weapons/Fire-
arms

9:48 p.m. Suspicious/
Wanted

Sunday, Sept. 6

1:16 am. Suspicious/
Wanted

Arrest: Erik C. Salstead,
42, Monson

OUI Liquor or .08%;
Negligent Operation of Motor
Vehicle

9:49 a.m. Investigation/
Follow Up

10:08 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat

10:31 a.m. Abandoned

911 Call

11:45 a.m. Check Well
Being

12:26 p.m. Medical
Emergency

3:28 p.m. Safety Hazard

8:27 p.m. Weapons/Fire-
arms

11:07 p.m. Suspicious/
Wanted

Monson Fire Logs

On Wednesday, Sept. 2
at 1:17 p.m., the department re-
sponded to Boston Road —East
for a public assist. The depart-
ment returned in service at 1:54
p.m.

On Friday, Sept. 4 at 4:39
p-m., the department responded
to Brimfield Road for an illegal
burn. The department returned
in service at 4:50 p.m.

)y,

HARDWICK CROSSING

EST. 2022

COUNTRY CLUB

Prime Rib

Every Thursday,
Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering Available

Function
Space
Available

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907  Pro Shop 774-261-2634 ~ WITHUS!
"
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF ¥

BOOK
YOUR
EVENT

Ei Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram (®)

Monday - 6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Sip & Paint
Tuesday
Oct. 6 & Oct. 20

Starting at 6:30 p.m.
Visit Our Website For More Details

Fall Into Golfing & More

Please Check Facebook
For Dinner & Drink Specials

See Website for More Information
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each of the 351 municipal-
ities in Massachusetts with
their own copy of the Decla-
ration of Independence,” read
a statement released by Rep.
Ashe’s office. “Thank you to
Revolution 250 for making
this meaningful initiative pos-
sible.”

Wolowicz was thrilled to
accept the document on be-
half of Monson.

“This is a truly special
moment for our communi-
ty, as we commemorate the
250th anniversary of our na-
tion’s independence,” Wolo-
wicz told The Journal Reg-
ister. “Having our legislators
come to Monson to present
this beautifully framed repro-
duction of the Declaration of
Independence is a meaningful
way to recognize our history
and the principles upon which
our country was founded.”

Town leaders thank the
legislators for their atten-
dance at the commemorative
ceremony.

“We are grateful for their
taking the time to share this
important piece of history
with our community, and we
look forward to proudly dis-
playing it for generations to
come,” Wolowicz added.

Looking ahead, town
leaders will work with the
Director of Facilities to find
an appropriate place to dis-
play the document at Town
Hall.

The first reproductions
of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence were printed in
June, as part of Revolution
250’s “Declaration Delivery
Day” initiative. Handmade
copies are being delivered
to all 351 cities and towns in
Massachusetts.

Historian and printer
Gary Gregory began printing
the copies at the Museum of

Printing in Haverhill, recreat-
ing a labor-intensive process
similar to that used in 1776.

The project is also serv-
ing as an important history
lesson for residents across
the state. After the Founding
Fathers approved the original
document on July 4, 1776,
more than 300 printed copies
of the Declaration were sent
to towns statewide, where
they were read aloud to res-
idents by their parish minis-
ters.

Dozens of the original
copies remain preserved to-
day.

“This is one of the defin-
ing moments in Massachu-
setts history,” said Jonathan
Lane, Executive Director
of Revolution 250. “In July
1776, the Declaration of In-
dependence was printed and
distributed throughout the
Commonwealth to church-
es in towns large and small,
regardless of denomination.

As ministers read the Decla-
ration aloud to their congre-
gations, hundreds of thou-
sands of people heard, often
for the first time, the words
that would forever change the
course of history.”

Gregory’s work reflects
the precision and scale of
18th century printing. The
process required more than
10,000 individual pieces of
hand-set type, each carefully
placed to form the document.

Turley photos by Kevin Flanders
Town officials and local legislators celebrate the presentation of the framed document.

Each sheet of paper was
handmade by a specialized
Indiana-based company,
Twinrocker Paper. The ink
used was also made to rep-
licate that of the Revolution-
ary era.

BOARD 1 from page 1

Chair David Beaudoin said
that the town could not grant
a variance to the project. The
town bylaws state that the
town ‘“shall prohibit access
to a business or industrial use
across a residential district.”

“We can’t do it. As a
board, we cannot give them
that,” Beaudoin said.

Francis Parisi, a repre-
sentative for Vertex Tower
Assets, encouraged the board
to consult with town counsel
before making its final deci-
sion.

“That statement that you
just made with respect to your
inability to grant use varianc-
es is dated,” Parisi said. “They
just changed Massachusetts
zoning law within the last
month, with respect to the
grant of variances.”

Parisi was referring to

DEADLINE

The Journal Register deadline for public submissions to Mondays.
To get your submission in for that week’s edition space permitting,
email Editor at journalregster@turley.com
or call the office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays.

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

the amendments to Chapter
40A that ease zoning variance
standards for housing devel-
opment.

“Notwithstanding  that,
we’re proposing to build a
wireless telecommunications
facility,” Parisi said. “Under
state law, a zoning board can’t
grant a use variance unless
they’re specifically permitted
under their zoning bylaw...
However, federal law says
that you can with respect to
cell towers.”

Parisi said that the club’s
construction of cell tower
infrastructure does not quali-
fy as commercial use, and is
protected by the Telecommu-
nications Act of 1996.

“Your zoning bylaw says
that we need a special permit
from the Planning Board,
which we’ve applied for,” Pa-
risi said.

He adding that he had
also applied for a height vari-

/CORRECTIONS The Journal Register will gladly correct factual\

errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will

always appear on Page 2 or 3. To request a correction, send an

email to: journalregister@turley.com, or call (413) 283-8393.
Corrections may also be requested in writing at:

\_ Journal Register, Attn: Editor, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA, 01069 )

¢ Bobcat Work
e Lot Clearing

e Log Linked Firewood

McNeely Tree Service

Insured * References
¢ Hazardous Tree Removal

¢ 60 Ton Crane Available

101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR \
¢ Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
¢ 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119 « C: 978-888-1693

TREASURES HOMEGOODS  TOYS

CLOTHING

TWO PARKING SPACES
AVAILABLE FOR

. 413- 335 -8243
FOR SIGH UP!

MIJ MOR£'

Amvets Post 74
2150 Main St
Three Rivers, MA

9

PH[IBEEI]S BENEFIT

: LADIES AUXILIARY POST 74,
: MILITARY PACKAGES OVERSEAS

Thank you {a-'c mppa-‘z!my. your local Amuets a.:x‘:'f}}z.&y !

€€ We can’t do it. As a board,
we cannot give them that. 39

David Beaudoin

Zoning Board of Appeals Chair

ance, a frontage variance and
a setback variance from the
ZBA.

Beaudoin cited the by-
laws limitation of such a
structure to a 40 by 40 square
foot structure, compared to
the proposed 60 by 60.

Parisi said that the by-
law refers to the base of the
structure itself and does not
include the fencing around it.

Beaudoin read the asso-
ciated definition: “Structures
of accessory structures: a
combination of materials as-
sembled at a fixed location to
give support or shelter, such

Saturday, September 12th
7pm-11pm

Pure Country

as the building framework,
retaining wall, for a structure,
tent, reviewing stand, plat-
form, bend, flagpole mast, ra-
dio antenna, or the like.”

“The word ‘structure’
shall be construed, when the
context allows, as though fol-
lowed by the words, ‘or part
or parts therefore,”” Beaudoin
said. “60 by 60 is ‘parts and
parts therefore’...You want a
60 by 60 area, and what you
put inside that 60 by 60 area is
your business, but our bylaw
says 40 by 40, and whatever
you put into it is your busi-
ness, not 60 by 60.”

Beaudoin said that Parisi
“may have a point” when he
compared the bylaws regard-
ing accessory structures to
housing equipment for tow-
ers.

Ahead of the discussion,
Board Member Teresa So-
banska-Hrynkiw, who was
not at the previous meeting
where the matter was previ-
ously discussed, said she had
reviewed the minutes and felt
confident on the ability to
speak on the matter.

Ann Boyer, a resident
whose property abuts the
property of the Springfield
Sportsman’s Club, spoke out
against the construction of the
tower.

“If it was built there
when I was purchasing prop-
erty 40-some-odd years ago,
I wouldn’t have bought my
property,” Boyer said.

Boyer said part of the
dirt road that would be used

as part of the construction is
part of her property.

“I do believe that I own
part of that dirt road,” Boyer
said. “If the club has had it
surveyed, I'd like to see that
survey and have a chance, if |
have to, to have my own prop-
erty surveyed as well.”

Short of having the land
surveyed, Boyer and the
board were unable to say
definitively whether the dirt
road passes through Boyer’s
property. Nonetheless, Beau-
doin announced that it held no
bearing on the decision, as the
board had already determined
it could not grant a variance to
the project.

After a lengthy discus-
sion, the board voted two to
two for a height variance, the
distance from the lot lines,
and denied the request for
use of the dirt road, as per the
conversation with town coun-
sel.

Upcoming

Saturday, September 26th
7pm-11pm

Caboodle

EVERY FRIDAY

Karaoke

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Wise Guys

MUSICAL BINGO

7:30-9pm

EVERY SUNDAY

DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm e All Welcome

948 Main Street, Warren, MA « 413-436-8491

Investment &
Retirement Planning

More than just returns.
Minimum required.

Today's thinking.
Yesterday's values.

2022 Boston Rd.

, Wilbraham, MA

Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory Services offered through
Trombley Wealth Management, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

Securities offered through LPL Financial.

— WEALTH MANAGEMENT —

Friendly, local
and professional.

Strategies
built for you.

Trombleywealth.com
413-596-6992
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eat some food, listen to some
music, and watch some amaz-
ing performers,” said Police
Chief Nicholas Gasperini.
“Attending the Monson Cul-
tural Picnic gives us an op-
portunity to connect with res-
idents one on one, support the
community, and celebrate our
town. Always a good time.”

Hampden County Sher-
iff’s Department members,
Sgt. Pat Kiendzior and Sgt.
Jon Mach, brought thera-
py dog Maggie to welcome
guests.

“This is a great commu-
nity-building opportunity,
and we always enjoy meeting
families,” Kiendzior said.

The event also included
performances from several

youth groups.

“It’s all about bringing
people together and celebrat-
ing our community through
the arts, creativity, and enter-
tainment,” Dise added.

Organizers thank all
business leaders for their sup-
port over the years, including
longtime supporter Monson
Savings Bank.

“Our event sponsors
are Mass Cultural Council,
Springfield Cultural Council,
Ohana School of Performing
Arts, Shannon Mumblo Con-
sulting, and COSTCO,” read
a statement issued by the or-
ganization.

To learn more about
how Afri(K)que Limited is
making a difference for local

Mayo say hello to attendees.

families in need, visit www. Sit0  Zapaktli  represents
afrikque.com. Springfield-based Earth-
works.

Sgt. Pat Kiendzior, left, and Sgt. Jon Mach, of the Hampden
County Sheriff’s Department, greet families along with therapy
dog Maggie.

) »ﬁ»)))))

dventure z‘num 05 Warren 3 >

Shurc th nturcwith us!

Collette Vacations
Sunny Spain, Madrid,
& Costa del Sol, ;

October 18-26, 2027 = 258

Sept. 16 ....... Collette Slide Show, Hitchcock Tavern 6:30pm
Sept. 26 ....... Pickity Place Lunch $130
Nov. 7...uu... Great Gatsby at PPAC .........ccocovreeererecans $165
Dec.5...ccuues Vermont Country Store with Lunch........ $175
March 1........ 12-Night Caribbean Cruise............ from $2499

Sept. 12-18...Canadian Rockies, Glacier Nat. Park..... $5049

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Lily Fabian
Bank.

Aaliyah Vergara greets guests.

Monson Police Chief Nicholas Gasperini, left, and Officer Paul

Festival 5: Sharon and Reed Coles introduce guests to the Mon-
son Arts Council.

Performances took place throughout the afternoon.

Adam Veilleux (right) and Charlie Ryder, 8, represent Open Pan-

try Community Services.

terMA.

The Monson Fire Department was well-represented.
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Accepting New Patients

KELLY & VELAZQUEZ
EYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D., P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELAZQUEZ, M.D.
DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

1504 North Main St. 362 Sewall St.
Palmer, MA 01069 Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 283-3511 (413) 589-7308

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

The Optical hop

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

The Most
Advanced Lens

Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of
Designer Frames
For All Ages

SUNGLASSES &

Maui Jim « Ray Ban

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA 362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-283-3511 413-589-1806

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit
& lenses for every lifestyle.

Advertise Your Business Here Contact Dan Flynn at (413) 297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com
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Audrey Gregoire
goes after the ball.

Jordan Szado corrals the ball.

Chelsea Hull is pressured.

(=) sports@turley.com

G @turleysports

SPORTS

[i acehook.com/turleysports

Several young

players are
) Iookmg to make
-~ thisyear’s

team.

SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS

\ ‘ur .com

SOCCER

MONSON - Af-
ter participating in
South Hadley’s play
day, Monson High
School girls soccer
returned home to
host Chicopee in a
preseason scrimmage

~ Final tune-up
for Mustangs

last Friday. The Mustangs
opened the regular season
against Southwick Regional
earlier this week. Coming
up, the Mustangs are sched-
uled to face Frontier Region-
al on Friday, Sept. 11 at 4

p.m.

Turley photos by

David Henry field

Emma Maziarz reaches out to get a touch.

SOCCER

Pathfinder Tech girls soccer

gets season going

PALMER - Last Thurs-
day afternoon, Pathfinder
girls soccer had its presea-
son scrimmage, taking on
cross-town rival Palmer
High School.

The two teams are both

gearing up for the regular
season. Pathfinder was set to
open the season on Thursday,
Sept. 10, taking on Lee at
home. The Pioneers are on the
road Monday afternoon, Sept.
14 at Commerce at 4 p.m.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Eudyn Wood takes a free kick.

Ellyana
LaValley
keeps play
moving

up the field.

Taylor Allen is pressured by an opponent.

SOCCER

Mustangs look
head back to
tournament

MONSON - Last Thursday afternoon,
Hopkins Academy visited Monson High
School for preseason action in boys soccer.
Monson was scheduled to start the season d
against Granby, then travels to SICS on Fri-
day, Sept. 11 at 3:30 p.m. Next week, the |
Mustangs on a road trip to Orange for a =
matchup with Mahar Regional. ‘

Monson High School boys soccer
was in action last Friday against Turiey photos by
Hopkins. David Henry

HADLEY £

17

The Mustangs are hopeful to make it back to the
state tournament.

"'\ dy .

"’*v.

to

A member

of the Mustangs
advances the ball
up the field.

The Mustangs were scheduled to open up
the regular season this week.

2
Py
-y
" . . O 4
e . |

- = -

Kayleigh Peters is closely pressured.

Aubrey Ortiz
sends the
goal kick away.

Ablgall Carmody gets ready to make
a big kick.
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Sports

Dirt Dogs take
Pioneer Valley

2026 champlonshlp

SOUTH HADLEY - On
Aug. 22 at Beachgrounds
Park, after trailing earlier in
the game, the Dirt Dogs came
back to defeat the Knights 7-5
to sweep a best-of-three game
championship series to win
the Pioneer Valley Baseball
League’s title for 2026. This
was the first year of Pioneer’s
merger with the Quabbin
Valley Baseball League. The

merger included the addition
of the Blue Jays to bring the
league to six teams. The Dirt
Dogs had Pioneers best record
of 19-2 in the regular season
and the Dirt Dogs went on to
win five consecutive games in
the double elimination play-
offs. The Knights went 16-4
in the regular season and were
defeated in winner’s brack-
et of the playoffs by the Dirt

Dogs. They would go on to
beat the Wolves 2-1 in 11 in-
nings in the elimination final
to make it to the champion-
ship series for a rematch with
the Dirt Dogs. The Dirt Dogs
won the championship open-
er 18-4 at Mackenzie Stadi-
um in Holyoke on Aug. 18.
Pioneer will have a four-team
fall league for the first time,
which begins on Sept. 12.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Andres Conde delivers a pitch for the Knights.

Matt Morin sends
a throw to first.

Tory Buck takes a swing and fouls off a pltch

Pete Moulin sends a pitch away for the Dirt Dogs.

WEDGEWOQD MOTEL

1430 Park St., Palmer, MA 413-283-4501

Our advertisers
make this
publication
possible.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Journal
Register

£ @turleysports

www.turleysports.com

Turleysports

[Edacebook.com/turleysports

CONGRATULATIONS ATHLETE!

Superior Value «
Crimmins - Graveline Insurance

FULL RMV SERVICE

N

J

INSURAN

HOMETOWN

INSURANCE CENTER

CRIMMINS GRAVELINE

E.J. STOCHAJ

INSURANCE AGENCY
DUDLEY, MA

Friendly, Dependable Service (=

*

Aete of the Week

Eudyn Wood
Pathfinder Tech

Wood is a member of Pathfinder girls soccer
hoping to make an impact this season for the
Pioneers as play gets underway this week.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week,
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to
gscibelli@turley.com.

Visit our new location at
1010 Thorndike Street, Palmer
handicap accessible and plenty of parking

“We shop local
and hope
you do too!”

1010 Thorndike St., Palmer
413-283-8378
www.cgins.com

Racing heats up Stafford Speedway

STAFFORD SPRINGS,
CT - With Stafford Motor
Speedway approaching its fi-
nal races of the 2026 season,
drivers are quickly running
out of time to either establish
themselves as a championship
contender, or make a move
up in the standings before the
season ends. Here is a divi-
sion by division breakdown
of how each of Stafford’s five
weekly divisions has played
out thus far in 2026:

SK Modified® Division

Stafford’s premier week-
ly division sees Keith Rocco
on track to claim a fifth career
track championship. A fifth
SK track title would tie Rocco
with Bob Potter for the sec-
ond most in Stafford history,
trailing only the late great Ted
Christopher with 9 SK titles.

Todd Owen kicked off
the 2026 season with what
was his first SK Modified®
feature win since Sept. 2024.
Owen, defending SK track
champion Jon Puleo, and Ty-
ler Chapman all took turns
holding the SK point lead in
the early stages of the sea-
son, but Rocco’s consistency
sees him currently holding
a 066-point advantage over
Puleo with Marcello Rufrano
and Owen tied for third, 86
points behind. Rocco took
the point lead for the first time
following the July 10 feature
event and he has not relin-
quished the lead since. Rocco
heads into the Sept. 4 Paradi-
so Insurance LM 50 program
riding a streak of 10 consec-
utive top-8 finishes, but all it
would take is one bad night
for Rocco for his comfortable
66 point margin to disappear.

Late Model Division

Stafford’s Late Model
division is the tightest cham-
pionship fight going at Staf-
ford with the top-8 drivers
spread less than 50 points,
or one race win, apart. Five
different drivers have each
held the Late Model point
lead at some point during the
2026 season. Chris Buffone
opened the season with a vic-
tory in the NAPA Spring Siz-
zler and after losing the point
lead to Kevin Gambacorta
and then Chris Meyer, Buf-

fone was back on top before
Adam Gray took over the lead
following the June 12 feature
event. Gambacorta would
swap the lead with both Gray
and Meyer once more before
Gray went back into the lead
following the July 10 feature
event and he has held the lead
ever since. Much like Keith
Rocco in Stafford’s SK Mod-
ified® division, Gray is rac-
ing for what would be a fifth
career Late Model track title
at Stafford. Meyer goes into
the final 4 races trailing Gray
by 10 points, Gambacorta is
third 24 points behind, Wayne
Coury, Jr. is fourth, 34 points
behind, Michael Bennett is
fifth, 40 points behind, Dar-
rell Keane and Buffone are
tied for sixth 42 points behind
and defending track champion
Paul Varricchio, Jr. is eighth,
46 points behind.

SK Light Division

Stafford’s SK Light di-
vision has seen its 2026 sea-
son evolve into a story of two
dominant seasons. Chris Mat-
thews opened the season with
a victory in the NAPA Spring
Sizzler and looked like he
would have things on cruise
control as he posted podium
finishes in the first 7 races
with 1 win, 5 second place,
and 1 third place finish among
those 7 races. Although Mat-
thews has added 3 more wins
to his season total since that
streak, he has also finished
outside the top-15 five times
since then and he has fallen to
4th in the standings, 66 points
behind Nick Anglace.

Anglace has been the oth-
er hot SK Light driver during
the 2026 season, racking up
7 wins over the first 17 races.
Anglace’s win total trails only
Ryan Waterman, who has 10
wins in the Street Stock divi-
sion, for the most feature wins
at Stafford this season. For-
mer SK Light champion Tyler
Barry has quietly kept himself
in contention for a second
track title, holding the point
lead himself for several weeks
before Anglace took over
the top spot in the standings.
Barry has yet to win a race
in 2026, but he is the co-di-
vision leader with 11 top-5

and 14 top-10 finishes this
season. Barry goes into the
Sept. 4 race 20 points behind
Anglace with Daltin McCar-
thy, who scored his first career
SK Light victory earlier this
season, sitting third, 42 points
behind.
Limited

Late Model Division

Jason Lafayette opened
the Limited Late Model sea-
son with victory in the NAPA
Spring Sizzler, which vaulted
him into the early season point
lead. Lafayette would hold
the point lead until the middle
of June when Jeremy Lavoie
took over the top spot. La-
voie and Lafayette traded the
point lead several times with
former track champion Rich
Hammann also taking the lead
for a week before Lavoie went
back to the front, where he re-
mains going into the Sept. 4
feature event. Lavoie is seek-
ing what would be his fourth
career track championship in
the Limited Late Model divi-
sion and he leads Norm Root,
III, who is still looking for his
first win of the 2026 season,
by 10 points. Lafayette and
Hamman are currently tied
for third in the standings, 28
points behind Lavoie.

Street Stock Division

The Street Stock division
has been a one-man wrecking
crew in 2026 as Ryan Water-
man has absolutely dominated
the competition. Waterman
has amassed 10 wins over
the first 16 races this season
to see himself 48 points clear
of Brent Gleason in second
place. Waterman has been so
dominant this season that he
has finished 15 of the 16 races
this season in the top-4 with
the lone blemish on his record
a 17th place finish in the July
31 feature event. Gleason has
yet to win this season but he
is the only driver to have re-
corded a top-10 finish in each
of the first 16 races. Jason
Raymond is currently third in
the standings with 3 victories
and he is 58 points behind Wa-
terman. The only other driver
within 100 points of Water-
man is PJ Evans who is fourth
in the standings, 96 points be-
hind.
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Business

Laura Pompei recently opened the Hearts and Crafts Station

By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer
kflanders @ turley.com

PALMER - Located in
the heart of town, the new-
ly opened Hearts and Crafts
Station provides a conve-
nient, do-it-yourself crafting
space for an array of creative
needs.

On June 1, owner Laura
Pompei was thrilled to open
her business at 1339 Main
Street. She looks forward
to building up her customer
base throughout the busy fall
crafting season.

“After 1 retired from
teaching, I was hosting craft-
ing parties for my friends a
few times every year. They
really enjoyed it, and all
agreed it would be a great

business opportunity,” Pom-
pei said. “They really liked
spending time with friends
and meeting new people. We
would bring snacks to share
and just relax. Everyone
found it very therapeutic.”

As a DIY crafting loca-
tion, Hearts and Crafts Sta-
tion offers paintable ceram-
ics, wood crafts, terra cotta
pot creations, holiday decor,
and jewelry-making, among
other options.

“The shop is set up in
stations full of ideas to in-
spire you. We have a kids’
station, Halloween, Christ-
mas, beach, Valentine’s Day,
Easter, nature, and jewelry,”
Pompei added. “The stations
are here to show you some
options, but you can create
something all your own.”

Additionally,
the business of-

fers services for
birthday parties,
private parties,
ladies’ nights,
special events,

and open crafting
hours.

“Our sched-
ule changes every
week, so we post
our hours on Face-
book and on our website,”’
Pompei said. “We also have
items for sale, if you just ar-
en’t in the mood to craft. We
sell our handmade jewelry,
and we have kids’ kits avail-
able so you can take them
and get creative at home.”

Having served as a high
school Spanish teacher for
30 years, Pompei is excited

Laura Pompei

to pursue her next
chapter while re-
maining connect-
ed to education.
Since retirement,
she has worked
part-time as a
substitute teacher.

“This is my
first adventure in
owning a busi-
ness. It is very
rewarding to see
people create something
they are so proud of,” Pom-
pei said. “A lot of people
say, ‘Oh, I’m not crafty.” The
great thing about our shop
is you don’t have to be. We
have lots of ideas to get you
motivated, and we are here to
help.”

Pompei is also thrilled
to work in a downtown dis-

trict that has seen significant
momentum in recent years,
with several new businesses
calling Palmer home.

“Downtown Palmer has
lots of cute businesses to ex-
plore. It’s nice when some-
one just pops in to see what
we are about,” Pompei said.
“My friend Donna Zadworny
has been a huge help and
support. She has run a few
workshops for ladies on our
Ladies’ Nights.”

The business offers open
crafting hours throughout the
week, enabling customers to
come in and pick a craft.

Additionally, Ladies’
Nights take place on Thurs-
days from 5-9 p.m.

The business also hosts
private parties, where guests
can reserve a three-hour or

four-hour block for crafting
with friends and family.

To learn more about
Hearts and Crafts Sta-
tion, check out its web-
site: heartsandcraftsstation.
com.

The business can
be reached by email
at:  heartsandcraftsstation @
gmail.com, or by phone at
413-575-8232.

The business
cash, Venmo,
cards.

Away from work, Pom-
pei enjoys traveling a few
times a year to the Domin-
ican Republic. She and her
husband Todd enjoy spend-
ing time with their grand-
kids, as well as taking trips
to Falmouth and attending
concerts.

accepts
and credit

LIBRARY 1 from page 1

night for an array of activities
and treats. These included a
movie, nail painting, bracelet
making, video games, snacks,
and puzzles, among several
others.

In the morning, follow-
ing a night of fun at the li-
brary, kids enjoyed a waffle
bar for breakfast before head-
ing home.

Library officials thank all
participants for their enthusi-
asm this summer, not only at
the culmination party but also
the many previous programs.

“Our  most  popular
youth programs this summer
were a take and make fossil
dig kit and slime making,”
Chartrand added. “Our most
popular teen programs this
summer were the 3D print-
ing workshop, the STEAM-
punk Kinetics workshop at
the Steampunk Wonderland
in Thorndike, the Anit-Al Art
Club, and the Lock-In.”

Additional favorites in-
cluded the library’s summer
reading kickoff party, which
featured ice cream sundaes
from Rondeau’s, mobile mini
golf, face painting, and crafts.

Meanwhile, a special
summer reading wrap-up
party kept participants enter-
tained with a unique program.

“Interskate 91 in Wilbra-
ham hosted an epic night of
roller skating and games that
library friends could attend
for free,” Chartrand added.

Every Wednesday from
July through mid-August, the
library hosted special per-
formers and guests. These
included the Forest Park Zoo,
One Up Games on the Go,
and the Toe Jam Puppet Band.

The summer perfor-
mance series takes place on
an annual basis, with a rotat-
ing cast of performers.

Of course, youngsters
weren’t the only ones en-
joying library programs this
summer.

“Our most popular adult
programs this summer were
the puzzle competition and
the succulent terrarium work-
shop,” Chartrand said.

To learn more about up-
coming programs at Palmer
Public Library, or to sign up
for an activity, call 413-283-
3330.

Games and activities are held.

Students celebrate their summer reading accomplishments.

A pinata provides plenty of entertainment.

Submitted photos
Snack time is underway.

MSB hosts clothing drive for professional work attire

MONSON - Monson
Savings Bank is a clothing
drive to collect profession-
al work attire for Suit Up
Springfield and Dress for
Success of Western Mas-
sachusetts at all bank loca-
tions.

Visit us at

WWww.

turley

com

Suit Up Springfield is
happy to accept donations of
suits, shirts, ties, shoes, and
outer coats. Dress for Suc-
cess of Western Massachu-
setts is accepting donations
of blazers/suits, dress pants,
skirts, shoes, outerwear, and

jewelry.

Gently used and clean
professional business attire
donations will be accepted
at the following locations
during normal business
hours from Sept. 8-12: Mon-
son Branch, 146 Main St.,

Monson; Hampden Branch,
15 Somers Road, Hampden;
Wilbraham Branch, 100 Post
Office Park, Wilbraham;
Ware Branch, 136 West St.,
Ware; and East Longmead-
ow Branch, 61 North Main
St., East Longmeadow.

Benches

On-Site Lettering

Statues
Plot Maintenance

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family
Custom Design Work
Cleaning “* Markers
Cemetery Signage
201 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

Monuments
Bronze Plaques
Restorations

413-589-7564

Vases
Granite Signs

Kids spend the night at the library.

Tasty treats are offered to participants.

’*‘. .‘
A Celebration of Life %
will be held for

FOS
Joan Genholt

Sunday, September 20, 2026
at 3:00 pm at the
First Church of Monson,
Congregational,
5 High Street, Monson MA
—..*..—

The family invites you to join them in the fellowship hall
for a reception immediately following the service.

VOMBARy,

Funeral Home,In In

Vow A
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

2021 QUALITY
CARGO FOOD TRAILER
25,000 miles, gas, dimensions:
18'Lx8.5'Hx10.5'W. Previously owned by
Tony’s Happy Valley Pizza.
For more information call
413-289-1211.

ESTATE SALE

MILL POND ESTATES,
THORNDIKE, MA 01079
Michael Drive.
Community-wide tag sale,
9am-4pm,

Sept 12. & Sept. 13,
rain or shine.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watch-
es, military cameras, sports
memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting,
advertising, radios, ham radio
equipment, audio equipment,
toys, one item or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany.

Call John at (413)206-6509.

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

41 3.531 .1 936 MA License #8101A1.
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
HOME
ARA JUNK
FURNITURE IMPROVEMENT
REMOVAL

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**xxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE****¥**
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists
Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot
clearing, perimeter clearing,
1-5+ acres & stumping.
Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates.
Over 30 Years Experience.
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN
SPRINKLERS LLC.

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122 to set up
an appointment.

“RANDY and RICKY
Fall Cleanup,
Call Paul Amherst”

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectricllc.com
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured.
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates.
Lic. #14960A.
413-533-8867

HOME IMPROVEMENT

“Walker

’ Home Improvement

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall ¢
Painting ¢ & more!

(413) 687-5552/

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HELP WANTED:
G al maint Good pay.
413-297-1513, Les.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,
1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of Oakham
is seeking a dependable individual
toserve as a
PART-TIME CUSTODIAN
for the Oakham Town Hall and Library.
Position Details:
* Approximately 5-7 hours per week
* $20.35 per hour
* Responsible for general cleaning and
custodial duties at the Town Hall
and Library
Interested candidates should email
admin@oakham-ma.gov
for further information and town
employment application.
The Town of Oakham is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills

Circulation:

m 50,500

SIRE
Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA (1 Discover d Cash 1 Check#
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OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BRINFIELD

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

ES]
SPRINGFIELD SPRINGFIELD

Call us at 413.283.8393

TOWN OF WARE JOB OPENING
Part-Time Custodian

The Town of Ware is seeking applicants for
the position of custodian. Duties include
cleaning restrooms, sweeping, vacuuming,
and mopping floors, cleaning windows,
taking out trash and restocking supplies.
Part-time, non-benefited, $17.50 per hour,
12 hours per week.

Job applications can be found on the Town
of Ware website https://www.townof-
ware.com under Human Resources, at
the Ware Town Hall, or e-mail your appli-
cation or resume to resumes@townof-
ware.com. AA/EOE

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

[NFOR RENT
e

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

wd |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call
1-413-283-8393
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Public Nnotices

Town of Wales

Zoning Board of Appeals

In accordance with the provi-
sions of MGL Ch 40A §10 &§11,
the Wales Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a public hearing
on September 24th, 2026, at the
Wales Senior Center at 5:30
p.m. on the application submit-
ted by Mark & Christina Lloyd
of 123 Union Rd. in Wales. The
application is being reviewed by
the ZBA due to proposed work
taking place on a non-conform-
ing lot, specifically the applicant
is requesting a 16x35x12 car port
structure be installed. Any per-
son interested and wishing to be
heard of this application should
refer to Sept.24th, 2026 agenda
on the Zoning Board of Appeals
page on the town website (Www.
townofwales.net). If you have
any questions or concerns, please
email planning@townofwales.
net
09/03, 09/10/2026

PALMER
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40A, Section
11, M.G.L. the Palmer Planning
Board will hold a public hearing
on September 21st, 2026, at
6:00 PM in the Town Adminis-
trative Building, 4417 Main St,
Palmer MA.

The applicant, Palmer Paving
Corp. (PPC) is seeking a Special
Permit as required by section
171.73 of the Palmer Zoning
Ordinance to remove Earth ma-
terials for a one-year term, on
the property located at 863 Ware
Street, Palmer MA, also known
as Assessor’s Map 31 Lot 28.

A copy of the application may
be inspected at the Planning
Department office in the Town
Administrative Building Mon-
day-Thursday 8:30am — 4:30pm.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard
on the application can contact
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s
(MNPA) website (http://mass
publicnotices.org).

Norman Czech, Chairman
09/03, 09/10/2026

PALMER
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40A, Section
11, M.G.L. the Palmer Planning
Board will hold a public hearing
on Monday, September 21st,
2026, at 6:10 PM in the Town
Administration Building, 4417
Main Street, Palmer, MA.

The applicant, Palmer Paving
Corporation, also known as JIC
Materials Sand and Gravel Pit,
is seeking a Special Permit as
required by section 171.73 of
the Palmer Zoning Ordinance to
remove earth materials for a one-
year term from the property lo-
cated at 1312 Park Street, Palmer
MA, also known as Assessor’s

Map 7, Lot 13 & Map 56, Lots
78,79, 80, 83.

A copy of the application may
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard
on the application can contact
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be
posted on the Massachusetts’s
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion (MNPA) (http://masspublic
notices.org)

Norman Czech, Chairman
09/03, 09/10/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P1875EA
Estate of:
Craig Edward Goodreau

Date of Death: 01/10/2026

CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy and
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
Tyler Christopher Czupryna
of Three Rivers, MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Tyler Christopher Czupryna
of Three Rivers, MA be ap-
pointed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 09/29/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but

a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE

(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: September 01, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
09/10/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P1872EA
Estate of:

Ellisha Mary Lagacy
Date of Death: 09/30/2021
CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Late and Lim-
ited Formal Testacy and/or
Appointment has been filed by
Joseph R Lagacy of Ware, MA
requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Joseph R Lagacy of Ware, MA
be appointed as Personal Repre-

sentative(s) of said estate to serve
With Personal Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 09/30/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: September 01, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
09/10/2026

Legal Notice

Public Hearing

Town of Wales
The Board of Selectmen will
hold a public hearing in the Office
of the Board of Selectmen locat-
ed at the Town Offices, 3 Hollow
Road, Wales, MA on September
21, 2026 at 6:00 p.m., to con-
sider a request by Massachusetts
Electric Company d/b/a National
Grid and Verizon New England,
Inc to allow National Grid to re-
locate 1 JO Pole on Union Rd be-

ginning at a point approximately
215 feet south of the centerline of
the intersection of Union Rd and
Bayside Dr. Relocate Pole # E.19
/ T.226 approximately 215 feet
south of the centerline of Bayside
Dr. The documents and map re-
lated to this matter are available
for review from the Executive
Secretary during regular business
hours.

Wales Board of Selectmen
09/10, 09/17/2026

TOWN OF BRIMFIELD
PUBLIC HEARING
The Brimfield Select Board
will hold a public hearing on the
following pole and wire locations
petition filed by National Grid on
Monday, September 21, 2026
at 6:00 p.m. for the following:
Massachusetts Electric Com-
pany d/b/a National Grid. re-
quests permission to locate poles,
wires, and fixtures, including the
necessary sustaining and protect-
ing fixtures, along and across the
following public way:
East Hill Road
Reason: East Hill Rd - Na-
tional Grid to install 3 SO Poles
on East Hill Rd beginning at a
point approximately 4,180 feet
southeast of the centerline of the
intersection of Brookfield Rd
and continuing approximately
300 feet in a south direction. Ap-
proximately 4,180 southeast of
the centerline of Brookfield Rd,
install Pole # 65 continuing 150’
south, install Pole # 64 continu-
ing 150’ south, install Pole # 63.
Persons with an interest in this
public hearing are asked to ap-
pear at the Brimfield Elementary
School cafeteria, 22 Wales Road,
Brimfield, MA on the date and
time affixed to this notice.
Martin J. Kelly
Select Board, Chair
Town of Brimfield
09/03, 09/10/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P1907EA
Estate of:
Robert Charles Tanguay

Date of Death: 05/09/2023
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Late and Lim-
ited Formal Testacy and/or
Appointment has been filed by
Joseph R. Lagacy of Ware, MA
requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Joseph R. Lagacy of Ware, MA
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 10/07/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: September 08, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
09/10/2026
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Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
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Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Anthun “Skip

" Jervais
( 774)397 6500
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BROOKFIELD
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1d, MA 01535

N VENDORS
(D LocAL FoOD TRUCKS

f.l LIVE MUSIC BOTH DAYS!
% Moonlight Saints (9/12)
_ % WheelSmith (9/13)

ﬁ;‘ SNACK BAR

| WANT TO BE_
A VENDO

WﬁNT AN APPL[C#HUN FOR @ call: 508-867-6858
DI.I'R CRAFT FAIR?! g

LOWER PRICES

TO BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!
USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN, RIB END or
LOIN END ROAST .......0...

INFLATION

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN

ROAST or CHOPS ......ccsseeesssns

$929 FRESH BONELESS
259 BEEF
( STR|P |.0|N USDA INSP. FROZEN
89 cut 5777 WHOLE
s2||o FREE orHALF /* {SDA INSP. FROZEN

USDA INSP. FROZEN AUDIE’S

PORK CHITTERLINGS cLeanen

USDA INSP.

TURKEY BREAST............

.F.‘.‘?.. gglb FRE%B/?SI(')\II\?E—IN
SHOBRETEEBS USDA INSP. FROZEN CHICKEN OF THE SEA
$499 Se 7T SHRIMP SCANP!
b 8/ GARLIC & BUTTER 10 07. s

USDA INSP.

SWISS CHEESE...

USDA INSP. STOREMADE [TALIAN MARINATED

BONELESS CHIGKEN BREAST .

$4a4
JILCeey Ib
TAILGATE TLES

BEEF STEAKHOUSE TIPS.....

USDA INSP. FROZEN BOURBON BBQ MARINATED s 5

5RoUND ERESH DALY, SWORDFISH STEAKS...onmns
80% LEAN
3 GROUND BEE7II:_B
$428 L5 /liovgs s wars

SALE DATES:
9/10/26-9/16/26

USDA INSP.

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

PRICES IN
ARE AT OR BEL
LAST YEAR’S PRICE

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERS 106 e > 1 22

CHICKEN THIGHS ray paK.wuuue

795

GEN BAKE POWDERED
DONUT HOLES 14 o7 106........ 24>

5199

USDA INSP. FROZEN

RACTI N CEIROTT{[SdE) 90 Avocado St.

BUY DIRECT FOR ====== SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE

$499

Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.
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and their families through the
Home Base organization.

Guests were invited to
create patriotic cards and let-
ters for military members, in
addition to painting tribute
stones for fallen heroes.

A special aspect of the
program focused on victims
lost on September 11, 2001.
Several residents painted
stones in their honor and add-
ed them to a tribute garden.

“This is a great way to
remember them and carry on
their legacy,” Khan said of
9/11 victims and fallen ser-
vicemembers.

Additionally, guests do-
nated items for wellness Kkits,
planted flags in the tribute
garden, and sponsored care
packages.

For Khan and Drewn-
owski, who have partnered
with Home Base since they
got started with the statewide
Project 351 youth service ini-
tiative, it means a lot to sup-
port heroes.

“Community service has
become ingrained in every-
thing I do since Project 351,”
said Khan, a junior at Palmer
High School who is now in
her third year with Project
351.

Drewnowski, a PHS
freshman, has thrived under
the mentorship of Khan. To-
gether, with strong support
from their community part-
ners, they continue to assist
veterans,  servicemembers,
and first responders through
several projects.

“I want to take everything
I learned from my experienc-
es and pass it on to Olivia,”

Turley photo by
Kevin Flanders

Palmer High
School junior
Jannat

Khan runs a
donations drive
supporting
servicemembers
and veterans.

Khan said. “Working as a
team and getting to mentor
her has been a great experi-
ence.”

Items collected for well-
ness kits included journaling
notebooks, binder dividers,
pens and pencils, and reus-
able water bottles, among
others.

The Home Base lead-
ership team appreciates op-
portunities to team up with
Project 351 ambassadors to
expand support for veterans
and their families.

“Home Base is a na-
tional nonprofit dedicated to

Veterans

= 6!“‘1‘( O 5 | - ,' ’
Q}e- Pens)Pentils  (PERETS
Don . evsalle Wada BN

prive

. No 1€ vooks

BoH s

A special tribute garden honors fallen 9/11 victims, first responders, and servicemembers.

healing the invisible wounds
of war for veterans of all eras,
servicemembers, military
families, and families of the
fallen through world-class,
direct clinical care, wellness,
education, and research — all
at no cost to them,” read a
statement released by the or-
ganization.

Since 2009, Home Base
has served more than 60,000
veterans and their family
members.

To learn more about the
organization and how you can
support those who served,
visit www.homebase.org.

Meanwhile, a ‘“Mas-
sachusetts Military Heroes
Fund” donation drive is be-
ing held this week at Palmer
High School and the Amvets
Post.

The final day of the event
is Sept. 10. Donation hours at
Amvets Post 74 (2150 Main
Street, Three Rivers) are 1-8

p.m.
For more information

about Project 351, visit www.

project351.org.

“Project 351 is deter-
mined to meet the demand
for high-quality, enriching
service opportunities that re-
spect and reflect the unique
gifts and world-changing as-
pirations of young people,”
read a statement released by
the organization.

Each year, an eighth

Department of

= — i
Developmental Services 'JH%

=

DIRECT CARE WORKER

HIRING EVENT

Please bring your drivers license and a second form of ID.

11:00 am-2:00pm

Palmer Public Library
1455 N Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 |

O

PAY RATES START AT

Direct Care Worker I: $23.44

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2026

To request an accommodation, visit: www.tinyurl.com/ADA-Request

Submitted photo

grader from each town across
the state is selected as a Proj-
ect 351 ambassador. In the
years to follow, students and
alumni members take what
they learned during the annu-
al Project 351 day of service
and bring it back to their re-
spective communities.

For countless students
like Khan and Drewnows-
ki, the program has opened
doors to lifelong service op-
portunities.

Keep Museum
offers program

MONSON - A pro-
gram focused on maintaining
healthy ecosystems will be
held at the Keep Homestead
Museum, 35 Ely Road, next
month.

Slated for Sunday, Sept.
13, the open house will feature
Carolina Munoz-Agudelo, Di-
rector of Public Programs and
Research at Norcross Wildlife
Sanctuary.

Munoz-Agudelo will
present her program “Eco-
systems in Action: Restoring
Nature, One Watershed at a
Time.”

The PowerPoint presenta-
tion will highlight the impor-
tance of biodiversity; the roles
of native plants and animals;
and how watershed restoration
benefits both wildlife and local
communities.

The program will focus
on how healthy ecosystems
function, as well as the effects
that occur when they are dis-
rupted. Guests will also learn
about practical ways to sup-
port conservation in our com-
munity.

The free program will
start at 1:30 p.m. The session
is open to the public.

Visitors are also welcome
to tour the museum from
1-3:30 p.m. Guests will be
able to view new button dis-
plays and enjoy refreshments.

For more information
about the museum, visit www.
keephomesteadmuseum.org.

PHS Class of
"76 planning
50th reunion

PALMER - The Palmer
High School Reunion Com-
mittee invites the 1976 grad-
uates of Palmer High School
and Pathfinder Regional
Vocational Technical High
School to a 50th Anniversary
Reunion Party on Saturday,
Oct. 17 from 5-10 p.m.

Graduates and guests are
invited to eat, drink and be re-
united in the outdoor venue at
Vanished Valley Brewing Co.,
782 Center St., Ludlow. The
cost is $35 per person.

Please RSVP by contact-
ing Sue Warner Prosperi at
suewpro @ gmail.com.

Registration and pay-
ment are due no later than
Sept. 30.



