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Cruise for Critters

b\ends c\aSS'\c cars, commun'\’cy,
and compassion for animals

PALMER
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - What began
as a modest gathering at the
River Hollow golf course in
Monson has grown into one
of the region’s most unique
fundraisers, uniting car en-
thusiasts, animal lovers, and
dozens of small business-
es. On Saturday, September
20, the 13th annual Cruise
for Critters filled
the grounds of
Westview  Farms
Creamery with
more than 150 ve-
hicles, 50 vendors,
and an estimated 300
dogs, all to benefit Sec-
ond Chance Animal
Services.

Event founder
Alan Widlan said
the concept was
once dismissed as

incompatible.
“People told
me you can’t

have a car show
with dogs,” Wid-
lan recalled. “But
in 13 years, we've

et

never had a single issue... no
dog has ever jumped on a car
or bitten anyone. It’s been ab-
solutely amazing, and I think
that’s why people keep com-
ing back.”

Widlan launched the
show after splitting from an
earlier partnership and align-
ing with Second Chance, a
non- profit he

o ..I )

»

called “absolutely amazing.”
He emphasized that the show
is about more than trophies.
“It’s about making sure the
money gets to the shelter,” he
said. “A lot of car guys know
each other from the circuit...
this gives them a way to show
off their cars while raising
money for a good cause.”
The event now raises an
average of $15,000 annually,
funds that go direct-
ly toward veterinary
care, surgeries, and
programs at Second
Chance.  “Fifteen
thousand  dollars
may not sound like
a lot, but it can mean
life-saving ~ surgery
for an animal whose
family can’t afford
it,” Widlan explained.
“A lot of people don’t
have pet insurance,
and Second Chance
makes sure pets get
the care they need
instead of being put
down.”
Second
Chance’s Lindsay
Doray, who staffed
the organization’s

A previous Pastor shared his sermon to the community.
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Faith Baptist Church
celebrates 75 years

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy @turley.com

PALMER - Faith Bap-
tist Church marked a major
weekend,
celebrating 75 years of min-
istry, fellowship, and out-
reach with a two-day event
that brought together current
former pastors,

milestone  this

members,

by a more formal anniversa-
ry service at the church on
Sunday.

Linda Spelko, a long-
time member helping co-
ordinate the festivities, ex-
plained the origins of the
park gathering. “We decid-
ed that since it’s the 75th
anniversary of the church
starting, we wanted a casual

here today.”

Founded in the 1950s,
Faith Baptist Church has
deep roots in the Palmer
community. The church ini-
tially began construction on
a building in the early 1950s,
but it was destroyed by the
1955 hurricane. The congre-
gation eventually established
a permanent home on Shear-

Tirt',?ga'ﬁhﬁ?c%‘{, mobile  adoption and longtime congregants. gathering today,” she said. er Street, opening officially
Leia. the Australian J unit at the show, The celebration began with “The park is central, and it’s  in 1957. The church is affili-
She[;herd enjoyed & highlighted the a casual community picnic exciting to see people we ha-  ated with the Baptist denom-
the day \;vith her ‘fr at Miller Memorial Park on ven’t seen in 40 years. We're
family. :;‘3 CRITTERS 1 page 12 Saturday, Sept. 20, followed expecting about 120 people CHURCH 1 page 6
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Planning Board approves Bethany Road site plan revisions

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - The Mon-
son Planning Board met on
Tuesday, Sept. 16, to review
matters ranging from site
plan revisions at 132 Bethany
Road to larger questions about
the town’s future planning and
zoning regulations.

132 Bethany Road: Mi-
nor Plan Revisions Approved

The evening began with
a review of modifications to
the site plan at 132 Bethany
Road. The changes, described
by Planning Board consultant
Ken Comia, included a request
from the Water and Sewer De-
partment, the repositioning
of electric vehicle charging
stations to provide safer pe-
destrian space, and the con-
solidation of two stormwater
treatment units into one. The

town’s third-party consultant,
Connor O’Sullivan of CEI,
confirmed that the revisions
would not affect stormwater
quality or downstream eleva-
tions. Board members agreed
the alterations were minor
improvements, and they voted
unanimously to approve them
as administrative changes.

Master Plan Update Con-
sidered

A substantial portion of

the meeting was devoted to
the possibility of updating
Monson’s master plan. Last
completed in 2004 with a
limited downtown update in
2012 Comia outlined the typ-
ical scope of a modern plan,
noting that it must address:
housing, land use, transpor-
tation, economic develop-
ment, cultural resources, open
space, recreation, and public
services. In addition, sustain-

ability and climate adaptation
have become key components
in recent years, especially for
municipalities that participate
in the state’s Municipal Vul-
nerability Preparedness pro-
gram, which Monson does.
The estimated cost of a
new master plan could reach
$150,000, but Comia empha-
sized that grants, including
MVP Action Grants and the
state’s “One Stop” program,

are often available to cover the
expense. He pointed to recent
examples in nearby towns
where such funding had been
secured. The board discussed
forming a steering committee,
drawing members from multi-
ple town boards and commis-
sions, to oversee the process.
Members agreed the next step
should be notifying the Select

PLAN 1 page6
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MHS Class of 2026 hosts Pocketbook Bingo

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - The Monson
High School Class of 2026
took center stage on Satur-
day Sept. 20, hosting a lively
Pocketbook Bingo fundraiser
that brought out parents, stu-
dents, and community mem-
bers for an evening of games,
raffles, and camaraderie. The
event, organized by the Par-
ents of the Class of 2026, was
held at T.J. ‘s Tavern and drew
a strong turnout in support of
the students’ upcoming senior
year activities.

Class parent organizer
Lisa Reynoldson explained
that the fundraiser plays an
important role in covering the
many expenses tied to senior
year. “It’s a nice night for the
community to come out and
play a healthy, innocent game
of bingo while raising mon-
ey for the class,” Reynoldson
said. “They need money for
their senior week, caps and

gowns, activities, and things
that bond the class together
and really make their senior
year memorable.”

Senior Week traditions
vary from class to class, often
including trips, bonding ac-
tivities, and preparations for
graduation. While the events
are student-driven, parents
work behind the scenes to
help cover costs through fund-
raising. Reynoldson said these
efforts help ensure that finan-
cial barriers don’t prevent
students from enjoying mile-
stones such as senior trips,
rehearsals, and the graduation
ceremony.

The event also offered
students an opportunity to
take on leadership roles. Class
officers and several volunteers
were on hand to help run the
night’s activities, with about
a third of the Class of 2026
pitching in. “We probably had
about 10 kids helping out to-

BINGO 1 page 6

Julia Royce Class Secretary (left) and Olivia Davis Student
Council Secretary (right) ran the bingo stand and distributed

cards.

fundraiser

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

PALMER

Supt. reveals goals for
upcoming school year

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER - The Palmer
School Committee held its
regular meeting on Wednes-
day, Sept. 17, covering agen-
da approvals, student and su-
perintendent reports, financial
updates, and the acceptance of
several donations. The meet-
ing highlighted a positive start
to the school year, new initia-
tives, and strong community

support.
During opening remarks,
Committee Chair Bonnie

Rathbone relayed concerns
from parents at recent sports
events who expressed frus-
tration with the continued
no-cash policy at games, say-
ing the Go Fan ticketing fees
created a hardship for some
families.
Student Representative
Reports
Palmer High School se-

nior Kelsey Coyle, serving as
both Senior Class and Student
Council President, gave her
first report to the committee.
She reflected on schoolwide
efforts to honor the late fac-
ulty member Paul Holloway,
which included memorial
shirts and a collection of stu-
dent and teacher writings
that will be compiled into a
book for his family. She also
described the “Beautiful To-
morrow”  presentation that
welcomed students back with
an upbeat and interactive mes-
sage, reinforcing Palmer’s five
core values of respect, safety,
responsibility, =~ community,
and kindness.

Coyle provided updates
on recent and upcoming

SUPT. 1 page8
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New Craft
Movie Night

event at MFL

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - The Mon-
son Free Library hosted a
new “Craft Movie Night” on
Thursday, September 18, of-
fering patrons a cozy evening
of creativity and relaxation.

“It’s just a nice, cozy
night for crafty people,” said
library staff member Rebecca
Sawyer. “Any type of arts and
crafts are welcome. People
can get together, enjoy a mov-
ie, talk about crafts, do crafts,
and relax.”

The evening featured a

showing of Pride and Preju-
dice, which Sawyer described
as “just a good movie that

would be a great one to start

off with.” If the event proves
popular, the library hopes to
make Craft Movie Night a re-
curring program.

In addition to this new
offering, Sawyer noted that
the library’s adult craft series
has already drawn strong in-
terest. The October session,
featuring polymer clay ring
or incense holder making, is
sold out. The November craft
night will focus on painting
candles.

MHS Hall of Fame
set for Oct. 18

MONSON - Monson
High School Athletic Hall

of Fame Induction Ceremo-
ny will be held October 18
at the Country Club of Wil-

braham located at 859 Stony

Hill Road, Wilbraham.

The Social gathering
will be at 5 p.m. with dinner

at 6 p.m. and the Inductions
begin at 7p.m.

Tickets are $45 per

person, $75 per couple,
children under 12 - $20.

Contact James Duggan for
413.374.7347 or

tickets
email jamesduggan@com-
cast.ne.t
The Induction
Class of 2025, 12th Class
Athletes:
1938 Nisio “Muzzy”

Uliana (posthumously)
Soccer, Basketball,
Baseball & contributor
1956 Edward Robin-
son: Soccer, Basketball,
Baseball
1960 James
Schetzel: Soccer,
ball, Baseball
2019 Chris Sisco: 1,000
point scorer Basketball
2020 Logan Gerry:
1,000 point scorer Basket-
ball

‘AJim77
Basket-

Teams:
2016-17 Boys
Team
2017 Boys Track &
Field Team
Other:
Eric Degnan - Coach

Swim

Monson-Glendale United Methodist Church
announces milestone anniversary events

MONSON - We joyfully
invite all members, friends,
and neighbors to join us in
celebrating two centuries of
faith, fellowship, and service
at Monson-Glendale United
Methodist Church. This spe-
cial milestone marks two hun-
dred years of Methodism in
our community and the 175th
anniversary of our cherished
church building.

We invite the public to
join us on Sunday, October 5,
2025, at 11 a.m. at the Mon-
son-Glendale United Method-
ist Church, 162 Main Street
for this special rededication of
our church, led by Reverend
Kristin White. Past ministers
and church leaders will join
to lift in praise the church, its

congregation, its community
and its future.

In 1825, Joel McKee from
the Brookfield circuit selected
young Horace Moulton, a stu-
dent at Monson Academy, to
lead the first organized group
of Methodists in Monson. A
group of faithful people began
meeting to worship togeth-

er, first in a school, then in a

rustic chapel constructed on
the corner of Maple and Main
Streets. Twenty-five years
later in 1850 they built the
church on the corner of Cush-
man Street and Main Street,

where it remains active as a

place of worship and prayer.
The church and its people

have always been a vibrant

member of the community,

contributing in many ways,
including initiating the first
Summerfest in 1979 which
inspired the = Summerfest
Committee, years of church
suppers, decades of cloth-
ing sales, and an established
monthly meals program that
is currently providing over
one hundred meals a month to
those who ask. The church is
listed on the National Historic
Register and is the northern
anchor of the Monson Center
Historic District, witness to
Main Street and all its activity
for 175 years.

Following the anniversa-
ry ceremony, we will gather
at Moulton Hill Cemetery for
a brief remembrance service
honoring Reverend Horace

Moulton, whose legacy con-
tinues to inspire our church
and community.

After both services, light
refreshments will be served
at the church, offering an op-
portunity for fellowship and
reflection as we celebrate our
shared history and ongoing
mission.

All are welcome to at-
tend all or part of these cer-
emonies! Please join us as we
commemorate two hundred
years of sharing God’s love
through worship, prayer, and
service. Help us make this
celebration even more mean-
ingful as we honor the past,
rejoice in the present, and
look forward to the future to-
gether.

Grant proposals
being sought

MONSON -
Monson Cultural Council
is seeking grant proposals
from organizations, schools,
and individuals for com-
munity-orientated projects

in the arts, humanities, and
interpretive sciences. These

grants can support a variety
of projects including lec-
tures, workshops, perfor-
mances in schools, exhibits,

The

and festivals and must take
place between Jan. 1, 2026
and Dec. 31, 2026.

Monson priorities can
be found online at www.
MassCulturalCouncil.org
along with the link to the
online application. The ap-
plication will be available
starting Sept. 2, 2025, and
the deadline is October 16,
2025.

i
-

Palme

Acrylic Painting

Sept. 29 - 4:30 p.m.
Learn the art of Acryl-
ic Painting, center will be
proving all supplies, we will
be paining on bricks.

Upcoming Events
Boston Harbor Cruise

— Oct. 9, 2025 — $110 in-
cludes transportation & tips,
cruise w/ buffet lunch and
three rounds of Bingo, on-
board DJ. $55 due at sign
up and $55 due by August
Ist. The center has acquired
another bus. If interested,
please sign up at the center.

PCC seeking grant
applications

PALMER - The Palm-
er Cultural Council is seek-

ing grant applications from
organizations, schools and

individuals for communi-

ty-oriented projects in the

arts, humanities and inter-
pretive sciences.
These grant opportuni-

ties are funded by the Mass
Cultural Council focusing
on programs/events that can

support students, senior citi-

zens, families, green spaces

and teenagers. They can be
in the form of lectures, work-
shops, performances, field
trips, exhibits and festivals.

Applications must be
completed on line at mass-
culturalcouncil.org  begin-
ning Sept. 2 through the Oct.
16, 2025 deadline.

The Palmer Cultural
Council is also seeking new
members. For more infor-
mation contact palmercultur-
alcouncil @ gmail.com

Keep welcomes
sewing enthusiasts

MONSON - The Keep
Homestead Museum on 35
Ely Road in Monson, MA
will host the Vintage Sew-
ing Machine Enthusiasts of
Pioneer Valley on Sunday,
Oct. 5 starting at 1:30 p.m.

The group of vintage
sewing machine enthusi-
asts was founded in 2023
by Danielle McCauley and
Mary Gelezunas and is
dedicated to the preserva-
tion, restoration and cele-
bration of vintage sewing
machines. It is an effort to

revive the art of sewing and
connect people to crafts-
manship and heritage.

At 1:30 p.m. Sue Cluff

The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline

for public submissions to Mondays. To get your
submission in for that week’s edition space permitting,
email Editor at journalregster@turley.com or call the
office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. We
appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

will share the development
of the home sewing ma-
chine from the treadle to
power. Then various mod-
els of machines will be on
display, and their owners
will share the history and
operation of the Singers,
Wheeler and Wilsons, and
Montgomery Wards they
have collected.

This program is open
to the public free of charge
though donations are ap-
preciated. The museum is
open from 1 — 3:30 p.m.
with light refreshments. For
more information about the
museum visit www.keep-
homesteadmuseum.org.

ka

Cutting and

Styling

Color & Cut $72

in a quiet and private atmosphere

1005 Central St., Palmer, MA
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

| 413-636-5819
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St. Anne - St. Patrick Parish and Shrine invites
community to upcoming faith, healing events

STURBRIDGE - St
Anne - St. Patrick Parish
and Shrine warmly invites
parishioners and neighbors
throughout the community to
participate in several upcom-
ing opportunities for prayer,
healing, and fellowship.

The Heart of Prayer Study
Group

Beginning Saturday,
Sept. 20, for seven weeks
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the Par-
ish Center, the parish will host
The Heart of Prayer, a reflec-
tive study program taught by
spiritual educator and fellow
parishioner Joseph Krans.
This seven-session course
offers participants a chance
to deepen their spiritual lives
by exploring the rhythms of
prayer, silence, and scripture
in community. To register,
contact Joseph Krans at 508-
867-8881 or email joseph.
krans.presencework @ gmail.
com.

“The Heart of Prayer
Study Group invites us to

~

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm ¢ Sat 7am-Noon
Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

R
VISA
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LOGGING ¢ ARBORIST ¢ SAFETY

slow down, listen, and dis-
cover how God speaks in the
quiet of our daily lives. It’s a
beautiful way to grow in faith
together as a parish commu-
nity,” said Fr. Salvator Mu-
sande, pastor of St. Anne - St.
Patrick Parish.
Grieving with Great Hope
Workshop

Also beginning Saturday,
September 20, for five ses-
sions, from 9:30 to 11 a.m. in
the Lower Level of St. Anne’s
Church, for those who have
lost a loved one, Grieving
with Great Hope is a Catho-
lic faith-based grief support
workshop led by trained facil-
itators from Good Mourning
Ministry. The workshop of-
fers prayerful support, prac-
tical tools, and fellowship
for those journeying through
grief. For more information
or to register, call the parish
office at 508-347-7338 or
email Chris Williams at cwki-
ki@charter.net.

“Grief is one of life’s

F

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9022

heaviest burdens, but no one
should carry it alone. This
workshop offers Christ-cen-
tered support and hope for all
who mourn,” said Fr. Salvator
Musande.

Vendors Wanted for Christ-

mas Craft Fair

St. Anne - St. Patrick Par-
ish and Shrine will host its 1st
Annual Christmas Craft Fair
on Saturday, Nov. 15, from
9 am. to 2 p.m. at the Par-
ish Center, 16 Church Street,
Fiskdale. Local artisans, mak-
ers, and crafters are invited to
reserve vendor spaces, which
include tables and chairs. The
event will feature crafts, jew-
elry, home décor, food, and
more. Applications are avail-
able at https://stannestpatrick-
parish.com/.

“The Christmas Craft
Fair is about more than shop-
ping-it’s about gathering as
neighbors to share joy, cre-
ativity, and community as
we prepare for the Christmas
season,” said Fr. Salvator

Musande. “We encourage all
members of the community
to join in these meaningful
opportunities for prayer, heal-
ing, and celebration.”

For more information
about these opportunities and
St. Anne - St. Patrick Par-
ish and Shrine, please visit:
https://stannestpatrickparish.
com/

St. Anne St. Patrick Par-
ish is an active parish commu-
nity. It offers daily Mass for
worship, religious education,
and community ministries. It
welcomes visitors to St. Anne
Shrine, the new Memorial
for the Unborn, the Hall of
Saints, the Russian Icon Ex-
hibit, the Votive Chapel, the
Generations Statue, and the
Angel of Hope Monument.
The Daily Rosary is recited
at 3 p.m. in the St. Patrick
Chapel, and weekend Masses
are celebrated in its outdoor
pavilion in the summer. Its re-
ligious gift shop is open every
day from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears.
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected
insertion, nor will be liable for
any error in an advertisement to
a greater extent than the cost of
the space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

Corrections

The Journal Register will glad-
ly correct factual errors that appear
in this paper. Corrections or clarifi-
cations will always appear on Page
2 or 3. To request a correction, send
information to Editor at journalreg-
ister@turley.com, or call 283-8393,
extension 236. Corrections may also
be requested in writing at: Journal
Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA, 01069.

e Stump Grinding
e Bobcat Work

e Furnace Wood
e Firewood $275/cord

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References
e Hazardous Tree Removal

e Lot Clearing ® Storm work

e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR

™
e Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
¢ 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119 < C: 978-888-1693
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Haiku Anthology ‘Tea All the Time It Takes’ launched at library

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER - The quiet rit-
ual of tea and the distilled art of
haiku came together last week
as poet and editor Denise Fon-
taine-Pincince introduced her
new anthology, Tea: All the
Time It Takes, during a group
launch event at the Palmer
Public Library on Tuesday,
Sept. 16. The book, which fea-
tures haiku by more than 100
poets from 13 countries, is the
culmination of nearly a year of
work and a labor of love for
Fontaine-Pincince.

The anthology takes its
title from a haiku by Santa
Fe poet Sandra Burns, whose
verse struck Fontaine-Pincince
as the perfect encapsulation of
the spirit behind the collection.
“Tea all the time it takes pret-
ty much sums up how I feel
about tea,” Fontaine-Pincince
explained. “I like to give tea all
the time it deserves, because
it’s fabulous; many different
ways of steeping tea, kinds of
teas.”

The project began in May
2024 when Fontaine-Pincince
put out a call for submissions
through haiku newsletters and
journals. Poets were invited
to send up to three tea-relat-
ed haiku over the summer
months. By January 2025,
she was deep into the editorial
process, selecting, arranging,
and shaping the work into a
cohesive volume.

“Every bit of it was en-
joyable,”  Fontaine-Pincince
said. “Receiving emails from
so many people around the
world submitting haiku felt
like T was sitting down and
sharing tea with people every-
where.”

Still, there were challeng-
es. Fontaine-Pincince admitted
the hardest part of the process
was rejecting submissions that
didn’t quite fit. “When some-
one sent me their work and I
couldn’t include any of their
haiku, that was the most dif-
ficult part of the project. But
other than that, it was lovely.”

The book officially de-
buted on April 17, 2025,
National Haiku Day. Fon-
taine-Pincince first offered
copies to the contributing po-
ets before making it available
to the wider public on Ama-
zon. Last week’s event marked

51 Locust St.
Suite 3

Northampton 7
MA 01060

413-614-1112

Sy
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Rick Guimond, President of

the Quabbin Art Association,
poured tea and offered snacks
at the refreshment table.

Author
taine-Pincince spoke about
her book and shared haiku
selections.

Denise Fon-

the first group launch party,
with another planned for No-
vember at the Clapp Memorial
Library in Belchertown.

The format of the eve-
ning balanced author readings
with community participation.
Fontaine-Pincince read select-
ed haiku from the anthology,
while the second half of the
program opened the floor to
attendees who wished to share
their own poetry.

During her talk, Fon-
taine-Pincince also addressed
a common misconception
about haiku. While many re-
member learning the three-
line, 5-7-5 syllable structure
in elementary school, modern
English-language haiku often
move beyond that form.

“We’re a stress-pattern
language, not a syllabic lan-
guage like Japanese,” Fon-
taine-Pincince said. “People
who are serious about haiku
no longer write in 5-7-5 syl-
lables. But if writing that way

Family Health and
Wellness Center

DOT EXAMS

Primary Care Practice, Chronic Care Management,
Telehealth Visits, and Immunizations

SAME DAY VISITS AVAILABLE

Shed, Pool &
Hot Tub Rerrovals

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Sorthun “Skip” Gervais

(774)397-6500

makes you happy, keep doing
it...it makes me happy too.”

She compared the chal-
lenge of crafting haiku to
solving a crossword puzzle
or word game. Some verses,
she noted, may take years to
fully realize. One of her own
poems about her daughter-in-
law’s vivid eyes on her wed-
ding day, she recalled, took 15
years to perfect.

The anthology highlights
the ways tea connects peo-
ple to memory, ritual, and
emotion. Some poems are
lighthearted, while others are

served
in a floral

poignant. One verse describes
pouring a cup of Earl Grey on
a mother’s grave for All Souls
Day. Another reflects on the
gentle way an elderly couple
shares tea.

“Some of these
brought me to tears,” Fon-
taine-Pincince admitted. “Tea
is a ceremony people en-
joy when they’re sad, when
they’re celebrating, when they
want to be quiet, or when they
gather with friends. It holds so
many stories.”

The collection also hon-
ors the work of late California
poet Deborah Kolodji, whose
estate granted permission

A cup of
green tea

China

—n

for the inclusion of two of
her tea-themed haiku. Fon-
taine-Pincince said it was im-
portant to ensure her voice was
represented.

With one launch behind
her and another scheduled in
November, Fontaine-Pincince
said she is excited to keep
sharing the anthology and en-
couraging others to discover
the depth of haiku. ““You never
know when inspiration will hit

you,” she told the audience.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
Copies of the new anthology, along with Fontaine-Pincince’s
earlier work Haiku Thank You, were available for purchase.

“It’s part of the fun. One mo-
ment you’re tearing open a te-
abag wrapper, and the jagged
edge reminds you of the North
Shore Mountains. That’s hai-
ku...it captures a moment in
time.”

For  Fontaine-Pincince,
Tea: All the Time It Takes is
not just a book but a celebra-
tion of community, culture,
and connection; one steeped
in tradition and poured into
verse.

MONSON, MA LOCATION
115 MAIN STREET
SUNDAY - SATURDAY
7 AM.-9PM.
(413)-267-3144
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Viewpoints

SOCIAL SECURITY

It

By Russell Gloor

Security

Dear Rusty:

My best friend is going
to be 62 and wants to begin
taking her Social Security
immediately.

Her reasoning not to
wait is the thought that
it is going to run out in
10 years, so she wants as
much of her money before
that happens. 1 have paid
into Social Security my en-
tire working life (44 years
and counting). What are
your thoughts on taking it
as soon as you are eligible?

Signed:

Uncertain what to do

Dear Uncertain:

Deciding when to
claim Social Security is a
sometimes-confusing task,
but no one should ever
claim SS early because
they believe Social Secu-
rity will go bankrupt in
the near future. Social Se-
curity cannot and will not
go bankrupt. What your
friend may be referring to
is the fact that Social Se-
curity will be facing some
financial issues in 2033 un-
less Congress acts soon to
reform the program. And
they will act, but likely not
until they must.

The fact is, Social Se-
curity still has about $2.7
trillion in reserved funds
which are now being used
to pay full benefits. If that
Reserves balance were to
be fully depleted, then So-
cial Security would need to
go to a “cash basis” (essen-
tially, paying out in bene-
fits only what is received
in SS taxes), which would
result in about a 21% cut in
everyone’s benefit. In other
words, even if Congress ne-
glected to reform the pro-
gram, beneficiaries would
still get about 79% of their
monthly benefit starting in
about 2033/2034. Hardly
anyone believes that Con-
gress will fail to eventually
reform Social Security and,
in fact, they already know
how to do that reform (they
just currently lack the bi-
partisanship to accomplish
it). But neglecting reform
would amount to political
suicide for all members
of Congress, which is ex-
tremely unlikely to happen.

Here at the AMAC
Foundation, we are con-
fident that Congress will
soon address Social Secu-

Should I claim Social
early because
it is going bankrupt?

rity’s future financial di-
lemma, and we have been
working on potential solu-
tions. We have, for several
years, been providing these
suggestions to  various
members of Congress, and
those members are now
considering our proposals.
Thus, we do not suggest
making a Social Security
claiming decision based on
fear of the program going
bankrupt.

That fear is unfound-
ed. Instead, we suggest
that everyone decide when
to claim based upon their
individual personal situ-
ation, considering their
need for the SS money,
their life expectancy, and
their marital status. And
remember, claiming early
(before one’s SS full re-
tirement age (FRA)) also
means Social Security’s
Annual Earnings Test will
apply (the AET limits how
much can be earned from
working before FRA is at-
tained).

So, our thought on
the wisdom of taking So-
cial Security as soon as
you are eligible is that it is
often not a wise decision
and certainly not if that
decision is made based on
fear of Social Security “not
being there” soon. Instead,
we suggest making your
Social Security claiming
decision based upon your
unique personal circum-
stances, including, espe-
cially, your life expectancy,
financial need and marital
status.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory  or
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.
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for these flashing lights...
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Then youll be stopping
forthese flashing lights!

A picture is worth a thousand memories

is column was
prompted by
a picture.

You see, a co-
worker got out
her phone and
showed me a
vase on her ta-
ble that was filled
with the most in-
teresting  velvet
red flowers.

“What are these?”
she asked. “Coxcomb or Ce-
losia,” T replied, and 1 went
on to explain how the flower
looks like a rooster’s comb,
hence the plant’s name.

Seeing  the  image
brought me right back to the
late 1980s and early 1990s
where I had a business grow-
ing dried flowers and crafting
them into wreaths and ar-
rangements that I later sold at
area craft shows. It was a fun
experience that I shared with
my parents.

Read on to revisit some
of my favorite flowers for
drying.

Celosias make excel-
lent dried flowers. They are
available in three distinct
types, crested or “Coxcomb,”
plumed and wheat. Crest-
ed types such as “Fireglow,’
“Prestige Scarlet,” or “Big
Chief” make quite a statement
with their velvety-feeling,
brainy-looking heads in rich
shades of red, pink, and gold.

Plumed types come in
similar colors, but are feath-
ered in appearance. The
“Sparkler” series are multi-
branching when given ample
growing space; just a few
plants will provide you with
many long lasting stems.

Newer to the catalogs,
but really an heirloom, wheat
celosia is the most delicate of
the three. “Flamingo Feath-
er” has rose tips with a silvery
base. Pick often for an abun-
dance of side shoots.

Globe Amaranth is an-
other flower that is popular
once dried. Clover-like heads
on sturdy stems make great
bouquet fillers. Nearly all va-
rieties bloom well in the heat
of the summer, producing
even more flowers after they
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are harvested.

Cut when head reach the
size of your thumbnail for
best performance.

Lemon Bee Balm or
Lemon Bergamot is the
most underused of all the
flowers mentioned here, but
it shouldn’t be! Whorls of
mauve-pink bracts are best
cut when three inches long.

Stems are weak, so mix
in with other flowers to keep
heads upright or attach stems
to a wooden pick for added
strength.

Most of us are familiar
with the Strawflower, a stiff
petaled flower that feels dry
even in the garden! To dry,
simply insert a 23-gauge wire
up through a tiny bit of the
stem and into the flower’s ca-
lyx, just barely into the head
itself. This will give the straw-
flower a strong “stem” for use
in floral arranging.

After the flowers have
been wired, be sure to let
them dry fully, upright and in
the dark to preserve their rich
hues. You can also simply
pluck the heads and dry them
on a cookie sheet in the dark
for hot-gluing later on.

Love in a Mist or Nigel-
la is an old-fashioned beauty
that has light blue, white or
rosy pink short-lived flowers
followed by really neat brown
striped seed pods. When ful-
ly dry these look like pepper
shakers, dropping their seeds
to an fro. The pods are desir-
able for dried wreaths and ar-
rangements.

Keep picking as soon as
the heads are fully developed
to keep the plant producing.

Prince’s Feather is a
member of the Amaranth

family and grows lush plumes
worth of a prominent place
in your arrangements.
Smaller side shoots
are great for more
delicate work.
Colors are
typically shades
of burgundy.

Plants can grow

anywhere from eighteen
inches to several feet tall
so site accordingly.

Winged Ammobium is
a two foot tall, floppy annu-
al that has an abundance of
tiny white flowers. It is best
picked when the center of the
flowers just starts to show its
yellow color.

If you wait too long, the
centers will turn brown and
unattractive. Gather small
bunches of ten to twelve
stems and secure them with
rubber bands. Here too at-
tach a wooden florist pick to
tiny bunches for ease in floral
arranging- besides giving the
stem some strength, it will
give it additional length.

An attic or barn loft are
the best options in which
to hang your harvest to dry.
Flowers dried in the dark will
retain their vivid colors very
well and the heat will dry
them out quickly.

Make small bunches of
fresh cut flowers, securing
them with a rubber band, not
string. The rubber band will
shrink along with the stems as
they are drying. Hang them
upside down and you will be
rewarded with straight stems
and upright heads.

Have fun experiment-
ing with floral arranging or
wreath making with these ev-
erlasting flowers.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette @turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
Jject line.

Red-eyed vireo

he Massachusetts
Audubon Society re-
ported the sighting of a

red-eyed vireo on Sept. 15 at
their Broad Meadow Brook
Sanctuary, located on Massa-
soit Road in Worcester.

The red-eyed vireo has
an olive green back and
wings, white underparts,
gray crown and a white eye-
brow and a black line through
its eyes. It has a yellow wash
on the flanks. Adults have
red eyes hence this six inch
tall songbird’s name. Imma-
ture birds have brown eyes.

It builds a cup shaped
nest of grasses, bark and spi-
der webs suspended in the
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By Ellenor Downer

fork of a tree. It sings almost
continuously from dawn to
dusk with a series of short
note phrases, “Here I am,
where are you?”

It is frequently parasit-
ized by the brown-headed
cowbird, which lays it eggs
in other bird’s nests.

It feeds on insects, main-
ly caterpillars and migrates
to the Amazon basin for the
winter. Vireos are found in
the forest canopy, particular-
ly in woodlands and forests.

Other birds at Broad
Meadow
Other birds at Broad
Meadow Brook Sanctuary

included a Nashville war-
bler on Sept. 16, a great blue
heron, a sharp shinned hawk
and a broad winged hawk, all
on Sept. 15.

Helping birds

Bird friendly windows
can prevent collisions, which
annually kill millions of
birds. Birds can’t see glass.
Instead, they see whatever
happens to be reflected in
its mirror-like surface. Of-
ten, this is open sky or trees,
which, for a bird, are appeal-
ing and perfectly safe things
to fly towards. It’s estimated
that between one hundred
million and one billion birds

die every year in collisions
with manmade structures,
one of the biggest killers of
migratory birds.

Bird-safe glass is spe-
cially designed to make
glass a visible obstacle to
birds. Bird safe glass is vis-
ible to birds while transpar-
ent enough for humans to
look out. People may vis-
it the Audubon Society at
https://www.audubon.org/
news/what-does-bird-safe-
glass-even-mean for ways to
keep birds safe from window
strikes.

Here are some of the
tips they offer. Try placing
your bird feeder about 1.5
feet from the window; it
will slow them down. Apply
a thin film to the outside of
the windows. The glass will
become visible to birds, but
remain transparent to peo-
ple. As an added bonus for
being so eco-savvy, the film
will cut down on incoming
infrared radiation, so it will
also lower summer cool-
ing costs. Keep curtains or
shades drawn during the day

to reduce reflection. Place
window decals, sun catchers,
tape strips, ribbons or any-
thing else in a dense pattern
in the “2x4” format, a single
decal will not work. Install
a screen or net a few inches
outside of your windows, to
lessen the impact.

Brimfield bird watcher

A Brimfield resident
continued watching for mi-
grating common nighthawks
in August, but did not have
any luck. He has seen them
in the past. He had three ru-
by-throated hummingbirds
feeding on jewelweed, car-
dinal flower and nicotiana
last month. He saw a pair of
American Goldfinch drink-
ing from the drip he has in
his yard. He also saw a fe-
male pileated woodpecker
on the top of a mountain ash
where it ate berries for while.

Bird calls
A reader sent an email
about a free bird call app
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editor policy

Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length,
and guest columns between
500-800 words. No unsigned
or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require that the
person submitting the opinion
also include his or her town of
residence and home telephone
number. We must confirm au-
thorship prior to publication. We
reserve the right to edit or with-
hold any submissions deemed
to be libelous, unsubstantiated
allegations, personal attacks, or
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Please send opinions to:

The Journal Register

Letter to the Editor

24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069,
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journalregister@turley.com

The submission deadline for
consideration is Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Journal Register welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for
publication on these pages. Letters of up to
250 words from local residents endorsing
candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to The Journal
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to journalregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes (it
will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will
be printed. No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy will be
printed. If the volume of letters received is
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a rep-
resentative sample. No endorsement letters
will be printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the editor
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the
newspaper plans to print stories about con-
tested races for Congress, state Senate,
state House, district attorney and Governor’s
Council during the weeks leading up to the
election, as well as a question-and-answer
voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases
will be printed, nor will reporters cover polit-
ical rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about
paid advertising in The Journal Register.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication.

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have
an event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form
and as a Word doc or plain email text — no PDFs or flyers,
please — to journalregister @turley.com.

UPCOMING

WALES PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS On Sept. 30 and
Oct. 7 at 4:30 p.m. (2 part program) Clay Ghost Tea Lights
located at 77 Main St., Wales. For more information call 413-
245-9072

ONGOING

2025-2026 DRAMA & DANCE PROGRAM Beginning
Sept. 11 and running through May on Thursdays at PHCC.
Does your child love dancing and acting? Have they always
been interested but never tried? All levels and ages 5 plus wel-
come. (Drama students must be able to read.) Also offering
Adult Hip Hop & Lyrical Dance Classes. Students must be
available for show date in May! Date TBD. Adult class stu-
dents can dance in show or choose not to as long as requested
ahead of time. Contact: trulytorie2000 @ gmail.com for more
info and to register.

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or

both. Brimfield Winery at 35 Main Street in Brimfield. Check
brimfieldwinery.com for any variations.

FRIDAY NIGHT CAR CRUISES with Bruce Marshall
4 p.m. to 9 p.m., come check out the amazing car collection.
Brimfield Winery 35 Main St. in Brimfield

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2 to 4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice
different crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. For
more information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely
Rd., Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hik-
ing, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can
be found in the parking lot. The Phillips Sculpture Garden is
open year-round (handouts in box on one of the signposts).
For more information call 413-267-4137, email khm @keep-
homesteadmuseum.org or visit keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month
in the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild
is a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplish-
ments, from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues
are $55 a year. For more information, contact Barbara Beau-
lieu at 267-4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Fol-

low them on Facebook for more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30
p.m., every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St,
Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute begin-
ners and beginners, and participants get to dance to all types
of music. $10 per class. Please wear comfortable footwear,
no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday of every
month at Top Floor Learning (third floor of the Palmer Li-
brary at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and open to the public. Play
available board and card games or bring your own. Must be
16 or older unless accompanied by an adult. No Registration
Required — just show up! Questions? Call 283-2329, or 283-
3691, or email palewis19 @yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WINTER
SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is
located on Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range State
Park. DCR Interpretive staff will be available for visitors.
Coming in January, programs will also be offered to highlight
the Range’s special nature in winter, see the park web site for
details.

QI GONG: Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy
Emerson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.

Viewpoints

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

All it takes is one kid
with measles to infect up to
18 others in their classroom.
With school beginning soon,
public health and education
officials around the country
are concerned about new out-
breaks.

In the not too distant
past, measles was consid-
ered “eliminated” in the U.S.
because cases were almost
unknown and 95 percent or
more of Americans were vac-
cinated against it or had it in
childhood. That herd immuni-
ty is slowly eroding, and our
children are at greater risk of
illness because of it.

Measles is one of the
most  contagious  diseas-
es out there, even more so
than COVID and flu virus. It
spreads through tiny droplets
when people cough or sneeze,
and can live in the air and on
surfaces for up to two hours
(think school desks, cafeteria

VOur
health

tables, lab statlon).

And while today’s mea-
sles is no more dangerous
than before, it can still result
in pneumonia, encephalitis
(brain swelling) or even death
in very young children or
those with immunocompro-
mised systems. We've seen
three deaths in Texas attribut-
ed to measles.

In addition, measles can
leave someone with a weak-
ened immune system, making
them more susceptible to oth-
er infections.

Mlinois generally has
experienced herd immunity,
with vaccination rates at or
above 95 percent. The state
has seen 10 cases of measles
this year, some in Cook Coun-
ty and others in the southern
part of the state. There’s ev-
idence, however, that vacci-
nation rates are dropping in
some Chicago schools and
among kindergartners.

Measles are a serious business

Massachusetts hasn’t
seen a single case — yet — be-
cause its citizens maintain
a vaccination rate of about
98%. There’s evidence, how-
ever, that the vaccination rate
is not as strong among incom-
ing kindergartners.

We all play a role in
keeping our communities safe
and healthy. The best way to
keep the measles away from
your child is to make sure
they’ve had two doses of the
MMR (measles-mumps-ru-
bella) vaccine, which has
been proven safe and is 97%
effective at prevention. Even
if they do catch the virus, the
illness is likely to be mild and
short-lived.

That said, it’s possible
there will be children in your
child’s class who are unvac-
cinated and could well bring
measles to school along with
their homework and lunch-
box. It will be easy for them
to infect other unvaccinated
children, causing an outbreak.

To help stop measles in
its tracks:

If you’re unsure of your
immune status and believe
you were exposed to the
measles, consult your health-
care provider right away. An
MMR immunity blood test
can show whether you have
measles antibodies. (If you
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called Merlin. She thought
other readers might be inter-
ested. She said, “Just enter
your location and press re-

cord. I never knew humming-
birds chirp. Now I do.”
People may report a
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me
at 413-967-3505, leaving a

message at extension 100,
emailing  mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.
com or mailing to Barre Ga-
zette, P.O. Box 448, Barre,
MA 01005.

Three Rivers
Chamber of Commerce’s

Holiday

Harvest Fair

September 27, 2025
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Pulaski Park
Three Rivers, MA

Food, Entertainment, Raffles, Games
& Over 80 Vendors

were born before 1957, you
likely had measles and enjoy
“presumptive immunity.”)

Consider  getting an
MMR booster shot, especial-
ly if you were immunized
between 1963 and 1967. The
vaccine used during those
years was less effective be-
cause it was made from a
killed rather than live virus. A
booster is a harmless precau-
tion, as long as your doctor
says you are eligible to re-
ceive a live virus vaccine.

Regularly disinfect sur-
faces and common touch-
points, like door handles and
light switches.

Keep your unvaccinated
child home if any of these
symptoms show up. It could
be a cold or the flu, but it
could also be measles. Symp-
toms usually appear seven to
14 days after exposure.

* High fever

* Cough

* Runny nose

* Red, watery eyes

* White spots inside the
mouth (Koplik spots)

* A red, blotchy rash that
starts on the face and spreads
downward

Wait four days before go-
ing to a hospital to reduce the
chance that the disease will be
transmitted to others.

As a registered nurse and

someone who’s worked in the
medical field for most of my
life, I advocate for science,
not social media or crackpot
theories about cod liver oil.
(Cod liver oil, by the way,
contains a lot of Vitamin A,
which can be toxic in large
doses, particularly with chil-
dren.) Measles, once some-
one has it, is incurable — it has
to run its course. It is a virus,
not a bacteria, so it can’t be
treated with antibiotics.

Fall is approaching, and
with it will come flu season
and RSV season. Cases of
COVID are already on the
rise around the country. We
are so lucky to live in an era
in which vaccines can keep
us and our children safe from
some of the most common
human diseases. Please take
advantage of it.

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, is a registered nurse and
board-certified patient ad-
vocate and founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medical
professionals to become suc-
cessful private patient ad-
vocates. Teri offers a free
phone consultation to Turley
Newspaper readers as well as
to nurses interested in becom-
ing advocates. Reach her at
Teri@NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com.

The Journal Register

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$275, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.
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Board and town administrator
while simultaneously explor-
ing grant opportunities.

Subdivision Rules

and Regulations

Board members then
turned their attention to Mon-
son’s subdivision rules and
regulations, which have not
been updated in more than
four decades. While the town
has seen only two subdivi-

sions during that span, mem-
bers acknowledged the impor-
tance of having current and
enforceable standards. Plan-
ning Board Consultant Comia
recalled that draft revisions
had been prepared in 2019 but
never finalized. He suggested
the town could build on that
work with help from state
technical assistance grants.
The board agreed to revisit the
draft materials and determine
what additional updates are
needed.

Zoning Map Update

Monson’s official zoning
map, last updated in 1990,
will also be brought forward
for revision. Comia explained
that all zoning changes ap-
proved by Town Meeting since
then have been tracked and
incorporated into an updated
map, which will be presented
to voters in spring 2026. The
project has already been fund-
ed through earlier technical
assistance, and once adopted,
the new map will be integrated

into the assessor’s GIS system,
allowing residents online ac-
cess to the updated informa-
tion.
Bylaw Workshop

A lengthy discussion
centered on proposed amend-
ments to the Commercial
Recreation zoning bylaw. The
amendments, originally craft-
ed by resident Bob Carpenter,
are intended to clarify and up-
date permitting standards. A
key point of debate concerned
which board should oversee

certain approvals, the Planning
Board or the Zoning Board of
Appeals. Members concluded
that permitting authority for
commercial recreation proj-
ects should remain with the
ZBA, but language referenc-
ing groundwater review by
the Planning Board would be
revised to reflect that respon-
sibility.

The board also grappled
with confusing language about
buffer strips, which currently
states they “can only be used as

buffer strips.” Members agreed
that underground utilities
could reasonably be installed
in buffer areas, provided veg-
etation is restored to maintain
the screening function. They
also supported removing a sec-
tion of the bylaw that seemed
redundant with existing Plan-
ning Board powers. Comia
was tasked with refining the
draft amendments and sharing
them with staff and the ZBA
for additional input before a
public hearing later this year.

CHURCH 1 from page 1

ination and has maintained a
long-standing commitment to
outreach, helping members
of the community who are
searching for spiritual guid-
ance or in need of assistance.

“This church has always
been about reaching out,”
Spelko said. “We’re always
looking for ways to help
people and provide support
where it’s needed.”

The weekend’s celebra-
tion culminated in a formal
service at the church, featur-
ing past and present pastors,
special music, and reflections
on the church’s 75-year histo-
ry. Former Pastor Paul Ander-
son, who led the church for 35
years, recalled his experience
with warmth. “It was a real
blessing for us,” he said. “The
people here are like family.
Tomorrow, I'll be challeng-
ing the congregation to think
about the next 75 years and
what the Lord can do through
this church.”

Current Pastor Matthew
McNeil, who has served for
three and a half years, shared
his excitement for the anni-
versary celebrations. “It’s
been a joyous journey seeing
the growth God has done in
our church and in the lives of
our people,” he said. “We’re
remembering the past 75
years of God’s faithfulness
and looking forward to what
He will continue to do.”

The Sunday service fol-
lowed a carefully planned or-
der, beginning with a prelude
by Vonnie Green, who taught

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy
0ld photo albums, yearbooks,
and memorabilia on display
for attendees to reminisce
and share memories.

kindergarten at Faith Baptist
in 1981. Hymns, special mu-
sic performances, and a vid-
eo highlighting 75 years of
God’s faithfulness punctuated
the morning. Attendees were
welcomed by Pastor McNeil
and recognized the service of
past leaders, including Pastor
William McMahon (1969-
1977) and Pastor Rick Rush
(2004-2013).

A highlight of the cele-
bration was the message de-
livered by Pastor Anderson,
who reflected on the church’s
history while encouraging
the congregation to continue
building a legacy of faith. Fol-
lowing the service, members
gathered in the fellowship
hall to share a meal, remi-
nisce, and explore a photo
book chronicling the church’s
seven-and-a-half-decade his-
tory. Spelko noted, “People
are having fun just looking at
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Turley photo by Amanda Munson
Family memories displayed on the walls of the Faith Baptist
Church signifying 75 years celebrating their faith.

-

the pictures, remembering the
early days, and recognizing
themselves and old friends.”
With an estimated 230
attendees expected at the for-
mal service, the anniversary
offered both reflection on the
past and inspiration for the

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy
Community members gather at Miller Memorial Park in Monson
to celebrate the church’s 75th anniversary with a picnic.

future. McNeil emphasized
the ongoing impact of the
church’s leadership and con-
gregants: “I’m grateful for the
men and women who have
continued to make an impact
here. We walk on the path
they paved, and we hope to

Turley photo by Amanda Munson

During morning worship, the church watched a special
anniversary video that had a variety of speakers sharing their
experience within the community.

continue their legacy.”

For those interested, the
church has made a commem-
orative photo book available
for purchase, capturing the
rich history and memories of
Faith Baptist Church from its

founding to the present day.

The 75th anniversary of
Faith Baptist Church stands as
a testament to enduring faith,
strong community bonds, and
a dedication to service that
has lasted generations.
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Members of the Class of 2026 help set up

the bingo area before the event.

Some of the designer pocketbook A Michael Kors and a

bingo prizes, including Kate Spade Kate Spade bag were A Coach bag was another of the

bags.

among the prizes.

featured bingo prizes.
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A table filled
with raffle
prizes  at-
tendees had
a chance to
win.
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night,” Reynoldson said. “It’s
really wonderful, especial-
ly when you consider there
are only about 34 kids in the
class. To have that kind of par-
ticipation shows how invested
they are.”

Guests were treated to
a mix of bingo rounds, raffle
drawings, and refreshments,
creating a festive atmosphere.
Raffle prizes included a mar-
garita basket, a Sawdust
Coffee House gift set, Big E

tickets, a “lottery tree,” a yoga
and self-care package, a pot-
ted mum, a Barnes & Noble
gift card, and a Mexican night
out dining certificate. A cash
bar operated by bartender Ella
Mae Lavalley added to the
evening’s offerings.

Looking ahead, the Class
of 2026 has another fundrais-
er planned at the Main Street
Tavern on October 16, as part
of the tavern’s Thursday night
community give-back pro-
gram. Reynoldson praised the

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bartender for the evening, Ella Mae Lavalley, serving guests.

support of local businesses
in helping the class meet its
fundraising goals. “T.J.’s Tav-
ern has been really helpful in
giving us this awesome space,
especially on a beautiful fall
night like this,” she said.

As the Class of 2026
continues working toward its
senior year, events like Pock-
etbook Bingo highlight both
the dedication of parents and
the enthusiasm of students ea-
ger to make their final year of
high school a memorable one.

NEsco SaLes™«
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Farm kicks off annual Fall Harvest Weekends

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - Silver Bell
Farms welcomed families
back on Saturday, Sept. 20,
for the opening of its annual
Fall Harvest Weekends, mark-
ing the farm’s 11th fall season
of autumn celebrations.

Michael Moore, who
runs the family farm with his
wife Laura, said the event has
become a tradition for many
in the community. “We offer
a lot of the fall staples, like
hay rides, pumpkin picking,
and a small corn maze with
a scavenger hunt,” Moore
explained. “It’s a fun way
for families to spend time to-
gether outdoors and enjoy the
season.”

The farm offers a wide
variety of children’s activities,
including a kiddie train ride
and bounce houses, which
have proven to be popular
attractions year after year.
Families can purchase bounce
house passes that allow kids
to, as Moore put it, “bounce
around to your heart’s desire.”

One of the biggest ad-
ditions this year is a newly
renovated gift shop. “We con-
verted an old shop, and it’s
now like a Santa’s sleigh shop
with an automotive theme,’
Moore said. Inside, visitors
will find holiday decor along-
side seasonal staples outside
such as ornamental pump-
kins, gourds, carving pump-
kins, mums, cornstalks, and
straw bales; everything need-
ed for festive fall decorating.

Families boarded the wagon hayride that looped around the farm’s perimeter.

Food and drink are also a
central part of the experience.
The farm operates its own
Frosty’s Tree Truck, a bev-
erage truck selling slushies
and handcrafted lemonades.
Each weekend also features a
different visiting food truck.
On opening weekend, guests
enjoyed barbecue from Pit
Stop Barbecue of Westfield.
Looking ahead, Moore said,
“Next weekend we’ll have
Murphy’s on Saturday, Sept.
27, and Main Street Tavern
on Sunday, Sept. 28.”

Silver Bell Farms will
continue to host Fall Har-
vest Weekends through the
autumn, with larger themed
events planned as the season
progresses. Toward the end of
October, the farm will hold

_—
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Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Frosty’s Tree Truck served beverages to visitors.

its annual Halloween on the
Farm, a family-friendly trick-
or-treat trail designed for chil-
dren.

Once fall winds down,
the farm will shift into its
holiday offerings. “We’ll be
selling Christmas trees again
this year,” Moore said, “and

we’ll also be bringing back
Silver Bell Nights,” the farm’s
winter event that combines
holiday lights with seasonal
festivities.

With a blend of tradition-
al fall fun, new attractions,
and community-centered
events, Silver Bell Farms’ Fall

RN ol

from the ceiling.

Harvest Weekends continue
to be a cornerstone of season-

The Santa’s Sleigh gift shop, decorated with a sleigh hanging

Welcome To
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al celebrations in Monson and
the surrounding region.

Rathbone Precision Metals, Inc. celebrates 120 years of excellence

PALMER - Rathbone
Precision Metals, Inc., an
industry leader of precision
cold rolled and cold drawn
metal profiles, proudly com-
memorates its 120th anniver-
sary this year. Since its found-
ing in 1905, the company has
consistently helped manufac-
turers to reduce machining
and material costs.

Rathbone Precision Met-
als, Inc. has become a trusted
name in metal profiles, known
for its dedication to quality,
customer satisfaction, and en-
gineering capabilities. Over
the last decades, the company
has achieved significant mile-
stones: Rathbone pioneered
the manufacture of cold
drawn, special-shape bar and
wire in the United States. Its
profile products and markets
changed as American indus-
try’s requirements changed.
In addition to serving Amer-
ican industry, Rathbone’s
contributions to success in
World War II are little known.
In fact, Rathbone’s metal pro-
file shapes helped the United
States industrial base produce
vast amounts of a wide va-
riety of material required to
win the war.

Today, Rathbone produc-
es thousands of custom met-
al profile shapes for various
markets including water pipe,
energy, firearms, automotive,
aerospace, and medical prod-

ucts to mention a few. For
over 100 years, Rathbone has
been a producer of the highest
quality cold drawn and cold
rolled metal profiles.

“This milestone is a tes-
tament to the hard work and
dedication of our employees,
as well as the support of our
business partners and loyal
customers,’ said Ms. Orszu-
lak, President and CEO of
Rathbone Precision Metals,
Inc.

To celebrate this signifi-
cant achievement, Rathbone
Precision Metals, Inc. is
hosting a special anniversa-
ry event tonight for our staff.
“We are celebrating the lon-
gevity of our company and
want to honor Mr. Andrew
B Rathbone for his vision of
this business providing long
lasting manufacturing jobs
to our local communities.
Also, it is very important to
thank those people who have
worked alongside us through-
out the past 120 years as we
are grateful for their contribu-
tions”, said Ms. Orszulak.

Company History:

e In 1905, Rathbone was
founded in the garage of An-
drew B. Rathbone in Palm-
er, MA, as a small pinion
wire-making  manufacturer
that serviced the clock indus-
try in central New England.
In 1912, Mr. Rathbone was
joined by several brothers

“Join the team that does more by
9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous:bonusprogram. Van work available too!

Call-or text:774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mecarthybus:com to apply

4

J.P. McCarthy & Sons

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM

shortly thereafter and moved
to its current location on Park
Street in Palmer, MA where it
still resides today.

e Calvi S.p.A., who is a
leader in Special Steel Pro-
files in Europe, purchased
Rathbone in June of 2008
to expand their presence in
North America and grow
revenue worldwide. Over the
past seventeen years, Calvi
has been a large supporter of
the continuous success of the

company.

In addition to its focus
on business growth, Rath-
bone Precision Metals,
Inc. has been committed
to Quality and Safety. The
company has been ISO
9001 Certified and is work-
ing towards its ISO 45001
certification which focuses
on standards regarding oc-
cupational health and safe-
ty management to improve
employee safety and reduce
workplace risks.

Rathbone is also work-

- HONOR THOSE

WHO HAVE SERVED
THANK ONE AND ALL

If your business has a veteran

they want salute/honor

photos may be submitted with the ad.

 Contact Dan F lynn

413-297-5886

dflynn@turley.com

ing towards its Cybersecuri-
ty Maturity Model Certifica-
tion (CMMC) that requires
defense contractors and sub-
contractors to meet specific
cybersecurity standards to
protect sensitive government
information and ISO 14001
which helps organizations to
improve their environmental
performance while reducing
their impact on the environ-
ment.

“Looking ahead, there
is a considerable amount

. ~ SALUTE
VETERANS DAY

of work to be done to gain
further growth opportunity
and support our continuous
improvement  philosophy.
Rathbone will continue to
forge ahead with these plans
with the support of our tal-
ented staff, business part-
ners and customers”, said
Ms. Orszulak.

For more information
about Rathbone Precision
Metals, Inc. visit rathbone-
profiles.com or follow us on
LinkedIn.

'November 6, 2025 |
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school activities, including
seventh-grade orientation, the
eighth-grade Washington D.C.
trip information night, a mo-
ment of silence for 9/11, AL-
ICE training assemblies, and
preparations for the Domini-
can trip. She also highlighted
the success of the Senior Car
and Bike Show, which raised
more than $2,000 for senior
year activities, as well as a
strong start to the fall athletic
season. “We really came to-
gether as a school this month,”
she told the committee. “The
activities and fundraisers re-
flect Palmer’s values and help
us build a stronger communi-
ty.”” Looking ahead, she not-
ed a modified ALICE drill, a
half-day for teacher develop-
ment on September 25, and
the Unified Basketball fund-
raiser on September 30, which

\ T L ’

will benefit the Paul Holloway
Memorial Giving Fund.

At Old Mill Pond Ele-
mentary School, Principal
Holly Riopel reported that
all preschool and kindergar-
ten students are now under
one roof following a stag-
gered start. She previewed the
Sept. 18 open house, which
would bring in local busi-
nesses, community partners,
and sports groups, alongside
the Scholastic Book Fair.
Riopel also outlined the pro-
cess for selecting the new stu-
dent council, explaining that
fifth- and sixth-grade students
submit questionnaires anon-
ymously reviewed by her.
Twelve students will ultimate-
ly be chosen and introduced
at the next meeting. “We look
forward to welcoming these
young leaders and continuing
to build student voice in our
school,” she said.

Superintendent’s Report:
2025-26 Goals

Francis presented his
proposed goals for the 2025-
26 school year, introducing
them in the context of the dis-
trict’s new mission statement:
“to educate, inspire and em-
power, creating a supportive
environment where students
learn, grow and thrive through
shared values of respect, kind-
ness and community.”

Francis first highlight-
ed a student learning goal
that calls for monthly unan-
nounced classroom observa-
tions with assistant principals
and twice-monthly visits with
principals. Each observation
will be followed by a debrief
session designed to strengthen
evaluator consistency. “This
isn’t a ‘gotcha’ moment,”
Francis explained. “It’s about
calibrating our evaluators and
providing real-time feedback

e ‘.‘ [ 1

so teachers and administrators
grow together.”

His practice goal centers
on completing the third and fi-
nal year of the Massachusetts
Superintendent Induction Pro-
gram, shifting from intensive
monthly meetings to a more
consultancy-based model
with in-person collaboration
across districts. The district
improvement goal focuses on
implementing CR24, a pro-
cess for reviewing curriculum
materials for bias. Francis de-
scribed the initiative as essen-
tial to addressing last year’s
“partially implemented” rat-
ing from the state. Training
has already begun, with staff
learning to examine supple-
mental resources such as vid-
eos, books, and posters for po-
tential bias. A review tool and
database will be fully in place
by June 2026.

The superintendent also

introduced Officer Josh Wood
as the district’s new School
Resource Officer, thanking
Officer Nate Pagan, who was
recently promoted to sergeant,
along with Sergeant Baer and
Chief Burns for ensuring a
smooth transition.
Financial Report

Finance Director Sara
Menard presented the dis-
trict’s financial report as of
Aug. 31, noting $1.4 million
in expenditures, or 21.8 per-
cent of the budget, with the
majority tied to transportation
contracts entered at the start of
the year. Salaries for teachers
and paraprofessionals had not
yet been charged to this fiscal
year, since August payroll ap-
plied to the prior year.

Menard fielded questions
on several line items. She ex-
plained that increased SPED
dues stemmed from joining
a new collaborative after a
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previous group became in-
active, that non-professional
transportation salaries reflect-
ed extended school year bus
monitors, and that the bulk of
medical services costs were
for the school physician, with
$500 remaining in that line.
Parent transportation reim-
bursements were also noted
as a cost-saving alternative
to hiring private transporta-
tion companies. Instruction-
al hardware purchases had
been reclassified to the prop-
er state reporting line, while
DPW chargebacks for event
support, including football
games, were billed to which-
ever school served as the
home team.

Committee members
praised Menard for her clear
and detailed reporting. “How
are you this good? Serious-
ly...strong work,” one mem-
ber said with admiration.
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SOCCER

Pioneers, Indians
battle to draw

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE - After begin-
ning the regular season with
a 4-1 home win over Hopkins
Academy, the Ware boys’
varsity soccer team were
outscored, 22-1, in their next
four matches.

Ware was trail-
ing Bi-County East rival
Pathfinder Tech, 2-0, in the
middle of the first half before
storming back.

The Indians, who scored
a goal before halftime, netted
the tying goal with ten min-
utes left in regulation. Last

Thursday night’s contest,
which was held at Veterans’
Field in Ware, ended in a 2-2
draw.

“Our past few games
haven’t been very much fun,
but tonight’s game was a
lot of fun,” said Ware head
coach Charlene Valle. “All
of the players worked very
hard, and we played well as a
team. Everyone stepped up.”

The Indians had a 1-4-1
overall record and a 0-3-1
league mark following the
home tie, while the Pioneers
made short trip back to

PIONEERS 1 page9

SOCCER

Panthers edged

by Holyoke

PALMER - The Palmer
High School girls soccer team
was defeated by Holyoke
4-3 last Thursday afternoon.
Harper Brouillette scored
twice for the Panthers and
Evelynn Ladue added a pair
of assists.

Aria Nompleggi scored
a goal while Cora Lachance
made 12 saves.

Palmer is now 1-4-1 on
the season. The Panthers have
not won since their first game.

The Panthers had a big
matchup with Ware earli-
er this week and next host
Greenfield on Monday, Sept.
29 at 4 p.m.

Shiloh Kibbe heads the ball away.

Adelynn Allard gets the

throw-in.

FIELD HOCKEY

www.sports. turley com

Palmer shut out by N. Brookfield

PALMER - Last

Monday, North Brookfield
High School field hock-
ey scored a 3-0 win on
the road at Palmer High
School. The Panthers are
1-3-2 on the regular season.
The Panthers scored their

first win of the season over
Holyoke 1-0 and then tied
Turners Falls 2-2 to finish
out a three-game week. The
Panthers next face Quaboag
at home on Friday, Sept. 26
at4 p.m.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Anna Wu tries to stop the progress of an opponent.

Evelynn Ladue goes after the ball.

COra Lachance goes
to make a save.

Jimmy Sem gains good kedge on this run.
FOOTBALL

Panthers fall to 1- 1

PALMER - Last Friday
night, Palmer hosted its sec-
ond straight game, enter-
taining Central Mass. school
David Prouty, which is locat-
ed in Spencer. Prouty scored
a 28-19 win and Palmer fell to
1-1 on the season. Palmer beat
Pathfinder in its first game of
the season.

The Panthers head to
Chicopee High School for an
independent matchup on Sept.
26 at 6 p.m.

Tarillo Smola dances into the end zone.

Turley photos by Jack Cascio NEAP.smugmug.com
Kenith Brown brings down this Prouty runner.

Jaclyn Swiatlowski attempts to steal the ball.

Turley photos by David Henry

Aria Nompleggi looks for an open teammate.

Turley photos by David Henry
Sophia Leonard makes a run
up the field.

SOCCER

Ludlow offense too
much for Monson girls

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

MONSON - Playing on
a grass field for the first time
this season wasn’t a major
factor for the Ludlow girls’
varsity soccer team.

The Lady Lions scored
a season high seven goals en
route to a 7-3 non-league vic-
tory over the Monson Lady
Mustangs at Larry Tassinari
Field in Monson, last
Wednesday afternoon.

“The girls have been
working very hard at prac-
tice, and it has carried over to

our games,” said Ludlow
“% head coach Amanda
Nacsin. “We’re a

" well-rounded team
d/offensively, which

makes us very difficult
to stop.”

The non-league road
victory improved Ludlow’s
overall season record to 4-0-
1.

“We played very well
as a team in today’s game,”
said Ludlow senior captain
Juliana Bartolucci. “We'’re a
very close team and we’ve
been having a lot of fun so
far this year. We just want
to keep our winning streak
going.”

The Lady Lions, who
pulled out a 2-1 home win
against Monson a year ago,
scored five goals in a non-
league home win against
Tantasqua Regional in the
season opener.

The Lady Mustangs,
who lost at Hampshire
Regional, 9-2, less than twen-

MONSON 1 page 10
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the game.
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Palmer with a 2-2-1 overall
record and a 1-2-1 league
record.

Pathfinder Tech head
coach David Wilson wasn’t
as excited as the Ware head
coach was following the
match.

“I’'m not very happy
with this result,” Wilson said.
“We dominated the first half
and had plenty of scoring
chances. It’s very frustrating,
but you have to give a lot of
credit to Ware. They fought
very hard and played with a
lot of heart.”

It was the first meeting
on the soccer pitch between
the two squads since the
2022 regular season. The two
meetings that season also
ended in ties.

One of the Indians key
players in last Thursday’s
match was senior goalkeeper
Jack Gaudreau, who made a
total of 22 saves.
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Owen Pear heads the ball

during play.

“I think Jack has a
chance to finish his varsity
career with more than 700
saves, which will be a new
school record,” Vallee said.
“He always keeps us in every
game even when we’re los-
ing. He’s a fantastic goalie.”

Gaudreau was aided by a
strong defense led by senior
Kyle Kaczuwka, sophomore
Jaedon Warren, and sopho-
more Levi Ramirez.

The Pioneers did take a
1-0 lead during the 13" min-
ute of the opening half when
senior Adonis Dupre put a
shot into the right corner of
the net for an unassisted goal.

A couple of min-
utes later, junior Cayden
Bousquet fired another shot
on goal for the visiting team,
but Gaudreau made an out-
standing diving save.

Bousquet assisted on the
Pioneers second goal, which
was scored on a tap in by
senior Jaleel Roman in the
24" minute.

The Indians got on the
scoreboard two minutes later
following a free kick goal
from about 30 yards out by
sophomore Matt Skutnik.
The ball sailed into the back
of the net past freshman
goalie Elijah Hodge.

“Whenever Matt takes
free kicks closer to the goal,
they usually go over the
crossbar,” Vallee said. “I
knew that he could score a
goal from that distance. It
also set the tone for the rest
of the game.”

The Pioneers had eight
more shots on goal during
the final 15 minutes of the
first half, but the score was
still 2 to 1 at the break.

Hodge, who made three
saves in the first half, was
replaced by junior Gavin

Candlepin League News

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

Bondsville League

WARE - It is week
three of the Wednesday night
Bondsville Candlepin League
at Roll-A-Way Lanes.

During week three, Iron-
men bowled against the Slow
Burners. In game one, Iron-
men won a close game by
a score of 469-466. Steven
Swistak of Ironmen bowled
his first night of league and
started the match with a 114.
Jody Orszulak of Slow Burn-
ers began the match with a
115.

In game two, Slow Burn-
ers defeated Ironmen by a
score of 458-444. Scott Ra-
disic of Slow Burners bowled
110 and Billy Brunk of Iron-
men bowled a 116 during
game two.

In game three, Slow
Burners won the last game by
a score of 475-464. Orszulak
finished the match with 112
and Brunk finished with a
123, the highest game bowled
in the match. Slow Burners
won total pinfall by a final
score of 1399-1377.

Cannonballs bowled
against Flaming Bowling
Balls during week three. In

game one, Flaming Bowling
Balls defeated Cannonballs
by a score of 513-451. Joe
Mullen of Flaming Bowling
Balls had a good game with
110.

In game two, Flaming
Bowling Balls won again by
a score of 514-470. Mullen
followed up with a 105 in
game two. Keith Marchesalt
of Cannonballs bowled a 106
after an opening game of 108.

In game three, Flam-
ing Bowling Balls won for a
three-game sweep over Can-
nonballs, 507-504. Marches-
alt finished with a 112 and a
series of 326. His teammates
Sally Czarnecki and Suzie
Czarnecki finished strong
with scores of 104 and 105.

Flaming Bowling Balls
win seven points and total
pinfall by a final score of
1534-1425.

Night Hawks bowled
against Sandri in week three.
In game one, Night Hawks
were victorious by a score
of 452-436. Bob Hutchinson
of Sandri bowled well with
a 122 and Lee Robinson of
Night Hawks had the highest
score on his team with a 112.

In game two, Night
Hawks won by a score of
402-375  (scratch totals).
Robinsons bested his second
game with a 120.

In game three, Sandri
won by a scratch score of
422-373. Gavin Sinclair of
Night Hawks finished strong
with a 120 and a series of 333.
Rich Picotte of Sandri fin-
ished strong with a 116. The
official scores of this match
will be determined soon once
handicap is configured.

Fire Mountain bowled
against Spare Parts in week
three. In game one, Fire
Mountain  defeated Spare
Parts by a score of 348-310.
In game two, Fire Mountain
won again by a score of 394-
335. Rick Trott of Fire Moun-
tain had the highest game of
the week with a 137.

In game three, Fire
Mountain won again by a
score of 350-325. Trott fin-
ished with 102 and a three-
game series of 335.

Fabulous Four bowled
against Zeke’s Freaks in
week three. In game one, Ze-
ke’s Freaks won by a score of
463-429. In game two, Zeke’s
Freaks won again by a score
of 499-448. Steve Orszulak
of Zeke’s Freaks bowled a
107 and his teammate Pete
Ducharme bowled a 103.

In game three, Zeke’s
Freaks won for a three-game
sweep over Fabulous Four,
455-445. The final score was
1417-1322.

How to contact the Sports Editor

Have the scoop on a local sports story? Want to submit a team photo, pass along
a potential story idea, or just find out how to get a copy of that great photo of your
young athlete? Please send all sports-related press releases and information to Sports
Editor Greg Scibelli at: sports @turley.com or call, 1-413-283-8393.

Turley photos by Jack Cascio NEAP.smugmug.com
James Vulpe leads the charge as he brings the ball down field.

Jaleel Roman knocks the ball
down to gain control.

Peters (5 saves) at the start of
the second half.

Ware senior Ryder
Cahalan had several scoring
chances in the first twenty
minutes of the second half.

Another shot by Cahalan
struck off the right post with
ten minutes left in regulation.
Then senior Kaleb Kanozek
passed the ball to freshman
Raymond Kularski, who
scored his first varsity goal
tying the score at 2-2.

“Ray is a first-year
member of the boys’ soccer

Gayden Bousquet focuses on
bringing the ball into play.

team,” Valle said. “His tying
goal pumped up the rest of
the team. Everyone was very
excited for him.”

Ware had a corner kick
and a free kick during the
final five minutes, but the
match ended in a tie.

The second meeting of
the regular season between
the rivals is scheduled to take
place at Pathfinder Tech on
October 10.

Owls get conference
win over Dean College

WESTFIELD - Soph-
omore RB Aidan Patterson
(East Lyme, Conn.) scored
three touchdowns to lead
Westfield State University
to a 48-6 win over confer-
ence newcomer Dean Col-
lege in a Massachusetts
State Collegiate Athletic
Conference football game
on Saturday in Franklin,
Mass.

Westfield snares its
first win of the season to
go to 1-2 overall and 1-1 in
the MASCAC, while Dean
is now 0-3 and 0-2 in the
league.

Patterson scored on
runs of 18 and 10 yards in
the first half, and caught a
short pass and ran it into
the end zone for a 11-yard
touchdown in the third
quarter.

Westfield jumped out
to a 20-0 lead in the game,
and led 20-6 at the half,
the lone blemish on the
scoreboard coming on a
71-yard scoop and score
fumble recovery by Dean’s
K-Vorn Pemberton with
20 seconds left in the first
half.

Westfield held huge
edges in nearly every sta-
tistical category, outgain-
ing the Bulldogs 405 yards
to 60, posting 24 first
downs to Dean’s 8, and
had a 40:02 to 19:58 ad-
vantage in time of posses-
sion. Westfield held Dean
to -53 yards rushing.

Westfield was 11-12
(92 percent) on third down
conversions.

Owls QB Miles Foer-
ster (Amherst, Mass.) was
a perfect 10-10 passing for
137 yards and three TD’s,
connecting with Patterson,
Casey Tang (Cambridge,
Mass.) and Will Brewster
(Westfield, Mass.) for the
three scores. Foerster’s
perfect passing day sets a
school record for comple-
tion percentage in a game
with the perfect 1.000
mark. Colby Pires was 16-
17 for a .941 mark against
Worcester State in 2022.

Manny Mengata
(Tewksbury, Mass.) carried
23 times for 126 yards, and
Patterson added six carries
for 46 yards. Nick Bouch-
er (Dartmouth, Mass.)
and JC Pena (Worcester,
Mass.) each had TD runs
late for the Owls.

Justyn Gardener
(East Hartford, Conn.),
Landon Andre (Belcher-
town, Mass.) and Tommy
Bean (Stafford Springs,
Conn.) each had five tack-
les to lead the Owls, with
Gardener adding a pair of
sacks and Andre and Bean
recording one apiece.

Da’Qwon Foster
caught four passes for 43
yards for the Bulldogs.
Sincere Wright led Dean
with 13 tackles.

It was the first-ever
meeting in football be-
tween the two schools.

Westfield will be back
in action at home next Sat-
urday, Sept. 27, hosting
Worcester State at 2 p.m.
as part of Family Weekend.

wvyjy

HARDWICK CROSSING

Function
Space
Available

EST. 2022

COUNTRY CLUB

Prime Rib

Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering Available

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 « Pro Shop 774-261-2634
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF \

BOOK
YOUR
EVENT
WITH US!

Ei Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram (@)

Monday - 6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Sip & Paint Night
6:30 p.m.
Oct. 7th, Oct. 21st, Nov. 4th
See Website for More Information
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ty-four hours earlier, saw
their overall record fall to
1-3.

“We had a very dif-
ficult game at Hampshire
last night,” said Monson
head coach Larry Pagliaro.
“I thought we battled hard
against a very good Ludlow
team for most of today’s
game. I’'m very proud of the
girls.”

Monson’s only victory
of the regular season came at
home versus Amherst by the
score of 2-0 on September 12.

Monson seventh grad-
er Audrey Gregoire made
her first career varsity start
as a goalie against the Lady
Lions. She was credited with
a total of 14 saves.

Gregoire, who played
the second half against
Hampshire, replaced sopho-
more Grace Berry, who suf-
fered a right knee injury.

“Grace is out at least
two weeks with an injury,”
Pagliaro said. “Audrey did
her best in today’s game.”

At the other end of the
field, Ludlow junior goalie
Maddy Riley had to make
only one save during the first
40 minutes of the match.
Riley was replaced at the start
of the second half by senior
Kacie Klimek, who also only
made one save.

The two teams combined
to score three goals during
the first ten minutes of the
match.

The scoring began two
minutes into the opening half
with a goal by Ludlow senior
captain Ava Friese. Junior
Audrey Afonso was credited
with the assist.

The Lady Mustangs
scored the tying goal
two minutes later when
senior co-captain Hannah
Murphy fired a shot off
the left post before deflect-
ing into the back of the net.
Murphy has been a member
of the varsity soccer team
since she was in the eighth
grade. She has committed to
play Division 1 college soc-
cer at Sacred Heart University
and recorded a hat-trick
against the Lady Lions.

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Hannah Murphy advances up
the field.

“Hannah is our lead-
ing goal scorer,” Pagliaro
said. “It’s amazing what
she’s able to do on the soc-
cer field. The other teams
always put two or three play-
ers on her and she still finds
a way to score goals. She’s
an unbelievable soccer play-
er and is an outstanding per-
son.”

The Lady Lions retook
the lead when Afonso poked
a shot into the back of the
net during the ninth min-
ute, which was assisted by
Bartolucci.

During the 23 minute,
Afonso blasted a shot that
deflected into the net off
the goalie’s hands. Junior
Cayden Teixeira was given
the assist.

Nine minutes later,
junior Emma Maziarz sent a
pass to Murphy, who fired a
low shot into the right corner
slicing the Lady Mustangs
deficit to 3-2 at halftime.

The Lady Lions retook
a two goal lead again in the
58" minute following a goal
by sophomore Geia Guzman,
who received the ball from
senior Rhiley Comeau.

Murphy responded a
minute later with an unas-
sisted goal completing her
hat-trick.

The Lady Mustangs
couldn’t get any closer than
5-3, as Barros and Comeau
scored the Lady Lions’ last
two goals during the final 15
minutes of the match.

CHECK OUT ALL THE

Tu rleyPuincations

Avery Beaudoin sends a free kick away. Makenna Peterson is pressured by an opponent.

1st Annual Heartfelt Messages Lion's Club Fundraiser
Heartfelt Messages - Connections from your Loved Ones in Heaven with
Vanessa Lynn, Psychic/Medium

Heartfelc Messages" Please join us for a fun and

Connection r<frn"rn our bowed ones m | feaven

connections with loved ones in Heaven.

Vanessa Lynn,Psychic/Medium

will reach as many people as possible

Vanessa Sq uegha during the scheduled time.

Rbic/Melkn, Judl B Speks Come early and enjoy a glass of wine or

Sunday, October 5, 2025 slushie (available for purchase).
The Hardwick Winery Raffles will also be available to support

the Lion's Club community outreach.
Please come out to support this
‘worthwhile fundraising event!

Ages 18 and over.

3305 Greenwich Rd Hardwick, MA
Doors open at 3 pm, open seating
Event begins 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm
Ticket Prices: $50 Per person

prepaid by 10/3, (plus fee) :H ARDWICKZ Tickets are non-refundable.
SCAN HERE FOR TICKETS = || 14 https:/www.facebook.com/warelions
Z |Z| 2.) https:/iwww.heavensguide.com

> Z

1 MASSACHUSETTS

| 565 at the door if available) - CASH ony

"

enlightening afternoon of

THE CENTERED PLACE

SINCE 1988
Yoga & Meditation Classes
Offering both onsite and online classes

Voted Best Yoga in the region by
Town & Country Living Magazine .

A

L‘A

ToPFioor

LEARNING

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,
open and energlzed
Come experience this for yourself.

A Guide to

413 436 7374
286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA

WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM

e A SUB TR S T

The Library Loft

Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer

We are celebrating our

20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.
Thanks to our wonderful *friends,” volunteers and patrons.

Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm + Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm » Fri. 10am-4pm + Sat. 10am-2pm

HorPE 10 SEE YOU THERE

Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 2863-3330 ext. 100

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

UL I~—"T1T08 N UG [l

LR L i

Contact Us For More Information

413-544-6600 . ¢

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning’org
‘https //topfloorlearning.org/ ’

Low cost tutoring .
& scholarships are Safe ( r) Computlng
available!
We' , For $20, learn:
ere aprivate, o Passwords—How to create them and keep
non-profit organization them safe
at the Palmer Public . . . .
i + Social Engineering—What is it? How to
ibrary, here to help you id falline for it
meet your educational avolc 'alling for It. i1
and : o Phishing—How it works and how to avoid it.
professional goals. . .
o Fake emails and websites—How to spot
1455 N. Main St them.
3rd Floor  How to I know if I have been hacked and
Palmer, MA what to do?
01069
Wednesday, October 1st @ 5pm
We're on Facebook! Top Floor Learning, Palmer Public Library
www.topfloorlearning.org
Call 413-544-6600
to reserve your spot today!
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scope of their services.

“Our goal is keeping pets
and people together,” Doray
said. “We run four full-ser-
vice veterinary hospitals and
an adoption center. We also
operate a pet food pantry that
has grown by 500% in the last
three years, because so many
families need help feeding
their pets.”

She explained that donat-
ed food is divided into smaller
portions so more families can
be served. “We don’t want
people to have to choose be-
tween feeding themselves
and feeding their pets,” Doray
said. “Events like this make
it possible for us to keep pets
healthy, safe, and in their
homes.”

On the show field, every
car had a story. Kris Brown
proudly displayed his 1976
Pontiac Trans Am, rebuilt af-
ter a cracked cylinder left it
immobile. “It was supposed
to run when I bought it, but
it didn’t,” Brown said. “Now
it’s pushing about 430 horse-
power. I call it a 30-yard car...
it looks better from 30 yards
away.”

Mark Athens of Palmer
showcased his 1978 Chevy
Malibu, a project he rebuilt
“bumper to bumper, chas-
sis up” over 11 years. “It’s
got a built 355 engine, about
350 horsepower,” Athens ex-
plained.

For Dick Whippie, the
draw was nostalgia and utili-
ty. He brought a military M37
Dodge Power Wagon that he
rebuilt on a 1999 Silverado
chassis. “It was about a four-
year build, and it’s been on the
road two years now,” Whippie
said.

Other exhibitors, like
Dennis Caring with his rare
1967 Chevelle Post, empha-
sized the joy of participation
over competition. “You don’t
see many post cars around
anymore,” Caring noted. “I’ve
only had it two years, but it’s
definitely a favorite.”

Dozens of local artisans
and small businesses lined the
grounds with crafts ranging
from jewelry and custom tum-
blers to handmade pet toys.
Elizabeth Handmade offered

Saturday, September 27th

Kris Brown stands by his car entry, a1976 Pontiac Trans Am.

everything from bookmarks
to crystal earrings. Michaela
Manuel of Clay Chic Designs
displayed colorful polymer
clay jewelry she’s been mak-
ing for five years. Sabrina
Barelli of Cozy Cat Crafting
described her booth as “gifts
for cats and cat lovers,” with
toys, blankets, and ornaments.

For some, like Joyce
Ahearn, crocheting has been
a lifelong pursuit. “I’'ve been
crocheting for over 50 years,”
she said. “It’s how I support
myself now and how I make
Christmas special for my
grandkids.”

Live music from Eric
Ardell and his band kept the
energy high, while K9 demon-
strations by law enforcement
drew large crowds. Widlan
said those displays were al-
ways a highlight. “People love
watching the obedience and
the bite-suit demonstrations. ..
it’s amazing to see the dogs
work,” he said.

Among the most heart-
warming presences was Ad-
die, a three-legged dog and
Second Chance alum who
inspired her owner, Graham
Cabrey, to write a children’s
book called Addie’s Adven-
tures.

“She had to lose her leg,
but she adapted and found
strengths she never knew she
had,” Cabrey said. “When a
young girl with Down syn-
drome told me she saw Addie
as happy, not disabled, it made
me realize the story could in-
spire kids to see themselves in
a positive light.”

With record turnout this
year, Widlan said he hopes
to see the fundraiser continue
to grow. “I'm 60 now and I’ll

/pm-11pm

Pure Country

keep doing this until I can’t
anymore,” he said. ‘“Maybe
someday my daughter will
take it over. But as long as
we’re raising money for Sec-
ond Chance and getting peo-
ple out here with their cars
and dogs, I'll be happy.”

For many attendees, the
blend of polished chrome and
wagging tails was more than a
novelty; it was a reflection of
community spirit. As Widlan
put it, “There’s nothing better
than seeing a $70,000 show
car with a dog sitting proudly
in the passenger seat. That’s
what Cruise for Critters is all
about.”

Michaela Manuel of Clay Chic
Designs displayed her hand-
made creations.

. rf-,.—-.?f_ﬁ .
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Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
The hay bale ride provided by Westview Greamery to tour the
farm land surrounding the ice cream place.

Elizabeth GeerlaChance of
“Elizabeth Handmade” show-
cased her selection of goods.

Joyce Ahearn of Crochet-
Addict presented a giant
crocheted squid.

Saturday, October 11th
/pm-11pm

ASB
EVERY SUNDAY

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

Saturday Nights
also if no band

DARTS
LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm e All Welcome

948 Main Street, Warren, MA . 413-436-8491

Owner of COzy Cat Crafting
Sabrina Barelli sells her wares.

Dennis Caring with his rare 1967 Chevelle Post posed proudly
with his car and his dog, Roxy.

Tripod Addie, accompanled by her owner Graham Gabrey, was
a hit with visitors.

Alan Widlan, founder of
Anna Ahearn-Nowicki showed her Cruise for Critters, wel-
handcrafted whimsical frog statue. comed attendees.

Dick Whippie with his military M37 Dodge Power Wagon that he
rebuilt on a 1999 Silverado chassis.

HANNA'S ON MAIN

@1 Main Street
Ware, MA 01082
413-277-0009

www.hannasonmain.com

Mon & Tues Functions Only « Wed & Thurs 11:00 AM- 9PM -
Fri & Sat 11:00 AM - 10pm = Sun 8AM - 9PM

We Are Open For Breakfast
Every Sunday 8am - 12pm

> Complete

Business Events

413-277-0009

Catering Services!
Hot Foods * Cold Foods
Salads * Sandwich Trays

Graduations = Holidays = Anniversaries

Birthdays = Retirements = Reunions

www.hannasonmain.com

‘ Function Room Available ’
Y 7

Prime Rib Dinner
Served Every Saturday 4pm - Close
Includes a generous portion of our
slow roasted prime rib
served with a baked potato

and a seasonal vegetable.
While Supplies Last!

(
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Is Now Available!

g\leekly Eventg

Saturday from 11am - 10pm
& Sunday from 12pm - 9pm

Function Room Available!

N\

OPEN FOR LUNCH
Wed - Fri at 11:00AM
Dinner Served

Wed - Fri from 4pm to Close

(up to 50 people)

Book Your Event Today!

L

J

Every Wednesday
$5° Burgers at 4PM
& Musical Bingo at 6:30

Every Thursday
$6 Pizza at 4PM &
Opinionation at 6:30

Every Friday
Live Entertainment,
Weekly Specials &
Qﬁed Seafood Favoritey

Musical Bingo from 12 noon - 2pm

Receive a 10% Senior Dicount
on all Lunch Items during the show!

NEW EVENT!
Every Other Wednesday ~
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Public notices

Town of Wales

Zoning Board of Appeals

In accordance with the pro-
visions of MGL Ch 40A §10
&§11, the Wales Zoning Board
of Appeals will hold a public
hearing on October 16th, 2025,
at the Wales Senior Center at
5:30 p.m. on the application sub-
mitted by Dipika Patel regarding
the property at 67 Main St. in
Wales. The applicant has applied
for a special permit, seeking a
change of use. The property is
currently permitted for recre-
ational use, the applicant wishes
to change the use to a business
use for a convenience/package
store, in terms of the Town of
Wales Zoning By-law Sec. 4. 2.
The Town of Wales Zoning By-
Law Sec. 4.2.2 states “A pre-ex-
isting non-conforming use or
structure may not be extended,
altered or changed except by a
special permit from the Zoning
Board of Appeals. Any person in-
terested and wishing to be heard
of this application should refer
to October 16th, 2025, agenda
on the Zoning Board of Appeals
page on the town website (Www.
townofwales.net).
09725, 10/02/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court

50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25C0277CA
In the matter of:
Meghan Lee Huber
CITATION ON PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name
of Adult has been filed by
Meghan Lee Huber of Three
Rivers, MA requesting that the
court enter a Decree changing
their name to:

Maverick Lee Huber

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for
purposes of objecting to the
petition by filing an appearance
at: Hampden Probate and
Family Court before 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
10/06/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: September 08, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate
09/25/2025

PALMER
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40A, Section 11

M.G.L., the Planning Board will
hold a public hearing on Mon-
day, October 6th, 2025, at 7:20
PM in the Town Administration
Building, 4417 Main Street,
Palmer, MA.

The applicant, Laxmi Narayan
LLC., is seeking a Site Plan Ap-
proval as allowed under section
171.29 to change the use of the
parcel to retail sales and con-
struct a 974 sq ft addition on the
existing building at 1010 Park
Street, Palmer. These parcels are
also known as Assessor’s Map
58, Lots 30.

A copy of the application may
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard
on the application can contact
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s
(MNPA) website (http://mass-
publicnotices.org).

Norman Czech, Chairman
09/18, 09/25/2025

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
Probate and Family Court
Department
HAMPDEN, Division

Docket No. HD25P0544PM

To all persons interested in the
estate of Stephanie Handzel, of
Palmer in said County, a person
under Conservatorship, single.

A petition has been presented
to said Court for license to sell at
private sale - certain real estate of
said Stephanie Handzel, for her
maintenance.

If you desire to object thereto
you or your attorney should file a
written appearance in said Court
at 50 State Street, Springfield,
MA before 10:00 a.m. on the 3rd
day of October 2025, the return
day of this petition.

Witness, BARBARA M.
HYLAND, Esquire, First Jus-
tice of said Court this fifth day of
September 2025.

Rosemary A. Saccomani,
Register
09/25/2025

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 64  Washington
Road, Brimfield, MA 01010

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Joseph
E McLellan III and Renee A Vail-
lancourt to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as
Mortgagee, as nominee for Mort-
gage Research Center, LLC dba
Veterans United Home Loans,
and now held by CitiMortgage,
Inc., said mortgage dated July 18,

2014 and recorded in the Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds in
Book 20355, Page 136, as affect-
ed by a Loan Modification dated
January 22, 2018 and recorded in
the Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 22157, Page 559;
said mortgage was assigned from
Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., as nominee
for Mortgage Research Center,
LLC dba Veterans United Home
Loans to CitiMortgage, Inc.
by assignment dated Septem-
ber 21, 2015 and recorded with
said Registry of Deeds in Book
20887, Page 213; for breach of
the conditions in said mortgage
and for the purpose of foreclos-
ing the same will be sold at Pub-
lic Auction on October 15, 2025
at 02:00 PM Local Time upon
the premises, all and singular the
premises described in said mort-
gage, to wit:

A certain parcel of land with
buildings thereon, being shown
as Lot 2 on a “Plan of Land
owned by Andrew E. Shackett,
64 Washington Road, Brimfield
MA?”, Jalbert Engineering Inc.,
recorded with the Hampden Dis-
trict Registry of Deeds in Plan
Book 359, Plan 77.

Containing 5 acres of land
more or less according to said
plan.

Subject to rights and ease-
ments as described in Book
17699 Page 367 if same affect
locus and are in force and effect.

The description of the prop-
erty contained in the mortgage
shall control in the event of a
typographical error in this pub-
lication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed
dated June 19, 2014 and recorded
in the Hampden County Registry
of Deeds in Book 20355, Page
134.

TERMS OF SALE: Said
premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to all liens, encum-
brances, unpaid taxes, tax titles,
municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence
over the said mortgage above de-
scribed.

FIVE THOUSAND
($5,000.00) Dollars of the pur-
chase price must be paid in cash,
certified check, bank treasurer’s
or cashier’s check at the time and
place of the sale by the purchas-
er. The balance of the purchase
price shall be paid in cash, cer-
tified check, bank treasurer’s or
cashier’s check within thirty (30)
days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street
2nd Floor
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for CitiMortgage, Inc.
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701
09/11, 09/18, 09/25/2025

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FROZEN

COUNTRY STYLE

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

INFLATION .

VL3 [ D y—

PRICES IN R
ARE AT OR BEL
LAST YEAR’S PRICE

This group will be held in zoom, is USDA INSP. FRESH

educational, confidential, and free.

PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS...

USDA INSP. ESODﬁ WISSP.I;ROZEN
S1 99 FRESH BONE-IN
PORTERHOUSE or
b T_BONE STEAKS GAME HENS TWIN PAKIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

s44 599

CHICKEN BREAST 10.5 516,

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS 1

STUFFED PORK CHOPS or $999 USDA INSP. USDA INSP. FRESH s.l 4
w b i 10 LB BAGssmsssmnsrns
ROAST w/BREAD STUFFING 2 FRES;EB&\'E IN CHICKEN THIGHS

PRONMNMOTER USHAINSR SR99 4
cCall For Information | | AT, ) Sg77 PORK BREAKFAST PATTIES..... S 2%
413-813-2391 SWISS CHEESE..................... 34%4 USDA INSP. USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN SKINLESS 3699

Leave Message TAILGATE SPECIALS GROUND FRESH DAILY COD PORT'ONS Ib
Cgi;'} 2 ‘: t;ﬁ‘f:ﬁ?ﬁ.&t USDA INSP. STOREMADE GI?(IJIIEJIII-\IBEII?;\IIE“EF EL NNV EETRON [Sd@] 90 Avocado St.

ITALIAN SAUSAGE......on P @ 19

Springfield

518 413-737-1288

Save Up To 25% OFF

- - USDA INSP. STOREMADE
Retail Prices

SHAVED STEAK..uuismmnn

HOURS: won. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3

$529

SALE DATES:
9/25/25-10/1/25

BAG
o www.90meat.com

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

56%9

BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE

NURSES: TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR
CAREER & MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

 Become a Private Patient Advocate

 High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule 4
 Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance |
 Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

BOOK A CALL TODAY
WITH TERI FRYKENBERG

U EADVU ATE
ENTREPRENELR

@ www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com

Job Connection

Town of Warren
Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator / Mechanic Position

JOB OPENING

The Warren Sewer Department is seeking a full-time Operator/Mechanic.

This full-time position is five consecutive days a week, which may include Saturdays and/or
Sundays, overtime, holidays, and mandatory paid on-call. A generous benefit package is
available including health insurance in which the Town pays 75% of the premium.
Requirements: HS Graduate: preferably 3 years’ experience in the operation and mechanic of
a wastewater treatment facility or any equivalent combination of education and mechanical
experience will be considered. Must obtain a Grade 4 or higher Massachusetts Wastewater
Treatment Plant License within the first six months of employment. Must possess a valid
driver’s license and a clean driving record. Potential for advancement and growth.

The pay scale ranges from $24.78 to $35.00/hour based on relative work experience,
educational background, and professional licenses.

Resumes and Cover letters will be accepted until the position is filled.
Please forward your resume and cover letter to the Town Administrator, Jim Ferrera,
townadministrator@warren-ma.gov

or mail to 48 High Street, P.0. Box 609, Warren, MA 01083-0609.

Town of Warren is an Equal Opportunity Employer

R‘ﬁ-------------m'ﬂ

1% Send Us Your #,;
' Community
Dazzler Events

Turley Publications will print your holiday calendar events
FREE OF CHARGE in our Dazzler Supplement which will
be published November 19, 2025.

Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches
over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.

Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over

200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Date/Time 1
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn,
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Dazzler”
in the subject line of your email.

S’ Deadline §
¢ for Calendar

“submissions is
October 20."
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE

FRIDAY, SEPT. 26 AND SATURDAY,
SEPT. 27, 8am-3pm. Rain/shine. 63
Walker Rd., Wales. Antiques, furniture,
plants, arts, rare finds.

WILBRAHAM DKG SCHOLARSHIP
benefit tag sale at 7 Evergreen Circle,
Wilbraham. Friday, 9/26 9am-4pm;
Saturday, 9/27 9am-1pm. Huge se-
lection.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.
Call Paul 413-206-8688.

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE
FRIDAY AT NOON

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x**xxxxx A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

ALL-BRITE GUTTER SERVICES.
Seamless gutters, leaf guards, and gutter
repair. Contact for your free consultation
508-989-4662. Your local gutter profes-
sional. Huntington, MA HIC#215976

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

BUILT 'N POWERED. Serving all your
electrical and construction needs. Fully
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10%
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work.
No project too small.
Service upgrades, pools.
Trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

MINI EXCAVATOR for hire. Fully op-
erated. Shurb removal, electrical trenches.
Drainage work. Minor demolition. Licensed/
insured. Call 413-315-1614.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

=
1k

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional.
Please call Bob (413)537-5789
(413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377.

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

“Walker

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552/

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work
Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape
@gmail.com

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-

Call us at 413.283.8393

C=J

TUNE-UPS

A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.
‘Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

ROOFING

BW ROOFING. Home improvement con-
tractor Reg. #175887. Free estimates.
15 years experience. 413-727-9846.

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/
night.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Amount of charge:

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393

A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Baso Prica
2 | 2 | 28 g 24 e
= Bgsnse | 26 S| 27 e B 3000
20 oty 30 ot 31 i 32 et
B Besase | 34 B mge| 39 e B a0
37 B gsaco | 38 Bt | 39 Bastisco| 40 B gab.00
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA 1 Discover d Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv

Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

¢ owmnmw

BRIFELD

WALES (_ HoLLAND

STURBRIDGE

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

OR

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33, 2
SLIDE OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $9500. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880.

AKC CHOCOLATE LABRADOR pup-
pies ready for loving homes. Must see!
Contact/text Pam 413-388-1866 for de-
tails.

HOLE SPECIALIST, Ludlow MA is look-
ing to hire machine shop assistant. Good
mechanical abilities and basic blueprint
reading required. Full and part time posi-
tions available.

Email Bob@HoleSpecialists.com

PART TIME SNOWPLOW
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snowplow drivers are
needed for the Town of New
Braintree for the 2025-2026 sea-
son. Positions available for both
CDL and non-CDL License.

If you are interested, please
contact Highway Superintendent
Richard Ayer at (508) 867-
2451 or email hwysecre-
tary@newbraintree.org.

COMMERCIAL
REAL ESTATE

SHOP, WAREHOUSE, GARAGE, light
industrial, yard space, contractor space/
yard for rent. 2k to 4k sq. ft. indoor space
available. Large yard/outdoor parking
available. Location: 1317 Federal St.,
Belchertown, MA. Contact Ben 413-
372-2216.

FOR RENT

4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5/baths,
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities.
1st/last/security. References and proof of
income required. Call 413-589-0401.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER
Newly renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, off-
street parking, coin-op laundry, $1,500/ mo
includes heat. No Pets.

Call Tom 413-896-1555
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Obituary

Mona May Gibbs

Mona May Gibbs 93,
passed away peacefully on
Sept. 18, 2025. She was born
August 29, 1932 in Mount
Pleasant, New York, daugh-
ter of the late Russell L. and
Mona (Farrell) Prime.

Mona was predeceased
by her husband of 63 years,
Kenneth N. Gibbs Sr., three
sons: Charles “Robin”,
Timothy A., and Joseph N.
Gibbs. As well as a sister
Joan Prime and a brother, John
Howard. Mona is survived
by three children, Kenneth
N. Gibbs, Jr. of Springfield;
Barry Gibbs and his wife
Vicki of Knoxville, TN; and
Mona Rand of Brimfield, MA,
along with two loving sisters,
Constance Rocha and Joyce
Guzik. She was the cherished
grandmother to 14 grand-
children and 27 great-grand-
children as well as numerous
nephews, nieces, extended

John S. Jack-
son, Jr. passed away
on Sept. 10, 2025,
at the age of 82,
with his family by
his side. John was
born in Springfield
to the late John S.
and Esther (Chris-
tianson)  Jackson,
Sr. on March 25,
1943.

He was a lifelong Spring-
field resident, living in the
same home for over 55 years
with his wife Susan, where
they raised their two daugh-
ters.

John was the founder of
Jackson’s Auto Sales and Ser-
vice in Palmer. He owned and
operated the business for 28

John S.

i
4

family and friends in-
cluding her beloved
church family.

Mona spent most
of her earlier years in
Springfield, MA grad-
uating from the High
School of Commerce,
class of 1950. Soon
after, she married and
devoted the remain-
ing years of her life to her
beloved husband and family,
including a 50-year career
as a special needs school bus
driver where she had a pro-
found impact on many young
lives. Mona moved to the
Palmer area in 1992 where she
enjoyed country living and
found immense joy tending
to a host of barnyard animals
over the years, including two
adopted wild mustangs that
she loved dearly. Foremost,
Mona was devoted to her Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. She

years. He recently
retired but all who
knew John can still
picture him behind
the counter smok-
ing his cigars. He
always had a friend-
ly smile for every-
one who came for
vehicle service, but
also for those who
came to visit his beloved Bea-
gle mix “Storm.”

John loved his sports.
The Red Sox, Patriots, and
UConn Huskies Women’s
Basketball were among his
favorites.

In addition to his par-
ents, John was predeceased
by his wife Susan of 54 years
in 2015, as well as his sister

was a Beacon of
light and grace
with a steadfast
unwavering faith
and hope of an
eternal life. The
loving and pos-
itive effects she
had on so many,
including multi-
ple generations
are real, they are noticeable
and endless. His light will
forever shine in the lives she
has blessed.

A tribute of her life will
take place during calling hours
on Sunday, Sept. 28, from 2 to
5 p.m. at the Beers & Story
Funeral Home, Palmer. The
funeral service will be held on
Monday at 10 a.m. at the New
Birth Christian Church 4025
Church St., Thorndike, with
burial to follow at Hillcrest
Park Cemetery, on Parker St.,
Springfield.

Jackson, Jr.

Shirley Gauthier. John is sur-
vived by his two daughters,
Sherry Jackson of Ludlow,
Diane (Alan) Murray of Sut-
ton, granddaughter Tiffany
(Stephen)  Murray-Morella
of Holliston, and grandson
Christofer Murray of Sutton,
and his best friend, sidekick,
and constant companion
“Storm” his beloved Beagle
mix who passed on March 21,
2025.

Services are private and
entrusted to Wilbraham Fu-
neral Home. In lieu of flow-
ers, consider a memorial
donation in John’s name to
Shriners Children’s Hospital,
516 Carew St., Springfield,
MA 01104 or online at www.
shrinerschildrens.org.

Paul H. LaFlamme

January 12, 1943 —
September 13, 2025

Paul H. LaFlamme, 82, of
Monson, passed away on Sept.
13, 2025, at the Hospice of
the Fisher Home in Amherst.
Gentle and dignified until the
very end, he embodied the
contradictions that make us
human: questioning of ortho-
doxies yet deeply invested in
the way things used to be; a
self-described hermit who was
somehow at ease in any con-
text; a scientist and a mystic.

Paul was born on Jan. 12,
1943 to Albert LaFlamme and
Alice (Bourdeau) LaFlamme
in Springfield. He grew up in
Ware in a French-speaking
home, not far from the mills
that brought his forebears to
New England from the farms
of southern Quebec. After
graduating from Ware High
School in 1961, he went on to
study chemistry at the College
of the Holy Cross in Worces-
ter. He also completed a Mas-
ter’s degree in teaching from
the University of Massachu-
setts Amherst.

Paul started his rich and
varied career as a chemistry
teacher at Minnechaug Re-
gional High School in Wil-
braham, where he created a

much-loved course
on personal develop-
ment known as Hori-
zons. Restless after
more than a decade
in the classroom,
he took a job as a
market  researcher
at Springborn Lab-
oratories in Enfield,
Conn. Later in life
he founded his own business,
Soquela Group, and pursued
opportunities in Haiti with his
business partner, Hugo Allen.

In 1966, he met Gloria
(Gelinas) LaFlamme, and
they married in 1968. Initial-
ly unsure if they wanted to
have children, the couple put
down roots in Monson and
spent many summers travel-
ing throughout Europe before
deciding to start a family of
their own. Paul was a devot-
ed father, husband, and son,
tirelessly supporting those he
cared about and unblocking
the way for them whenever he
could.

A lifelong seeker, he
wrote a book about the future
of the Catholic Church (The
Cross and the Chameleon,
1975) and was later ordained
a deacon. He served as presi-
dent of ActFANE in the early
1990s, and held leadership

positions in the
Richelieu Club and
ACA  Assurance.
He loved fishing
at the Quabbin
and getaways to
the Grafton Inn,
and his pork chops
avesnoises were the
stuff of legend.

Paul was pre-
deceased by his parents. He
is survived by his wife Glo-
ria, who is in memory care
in East Longmeadow; his son
Marcel LaFlamme and his
husband Michael Klein, of
Greenfield; and his daughter
Marie-Claire (LaFlamme)
Foley and her husband Sean
Foley, of Belchertown; as well
as his grandchildren Noah and
Audrey.

A private burial was held
at Mount Carmel Cemetery in
Ware. A memorial Mass and
celebration of life will be held
at Bethany Charismatic Cath-
olic Church, 167 Dunham-
town Palmer Rd., in Brimfield
on Sept. 27,2025, at 4 p.m.

Charbonneau Funeral
Homes, 30 Pleasant St., in
Ware is honored to assist his
family with his funeral ar-
rangements. An online tribute
page is available at charbon-
neaufh.com.

Diana L. LaValley

W E S T
BROOKFIELD
— Diana L. (Hall)
LaValley, 68, born
on May 24, 1957,
in Ogdensburg,
NY, passed away
peacefully on Sept.
19, 2025, in West
Brookfield, MA.
She was raised in a
loving family and appreciated
the beauty of nature through-
out her life, enjoying walks
that connected her to the world
around her.

Diana dedicated many
years of her career to Shaw’s
in Auburn, MA working in the
Deli Department. Recently, she
retired in 2024, she valued her
time spent with colleagues and
patrons, forming meaningful
connections that enriched her
working life.

Diana is survived by her
husband, George J. LaValley.
She leaves behind cherished
family members, including

her brother, Phillip
C. Hall of Ogdens-
burg, NY; sisters,
June M. Brandshaw
and her husband
Kevin of Potsdam,
NY, and Henrietta
L. Hall of Heu-
velton, NY. She
was aunt to niec-
es, Amanda, Nina,
April and Jean and nephews,
Phillip, Theodore Jr., Matthew
and Adam. Additionally, she
is remembered by her in-laws:
Sandra Danforth of Three Riv-
ers, MA, and Charles LaValley,
David LaValley, Danny LaVal-
ley, Robert LaValley, Floyd
LaValley, Melody LaValley
and her husband Clifford, all of
Massena, NY, and Angel Lord
of Florida. Diana also holds a
special place in the hearts of
several uncles, aunts, niec-
es, nephews, as well as great
nieces and great nephews and
many cousins.

She was predeceased by

her parents, Arthur and Jean
(Jandreau) Hall; her brother,
Arthur Hall Jr.; and sisters-in-
law, Alice Page and Marion
Hitsman.

A visitation for Diana
will be held on Tuesday, Sept.
23, 2025, from 6 to 8 p.m. at
Lombard Funeral Home, lo-
cated at 3 Bridge Street, Mon-
son, MA 01057. Services will
also be held at Donaldson Fu-
neral Home in Massena, NY
Monday, Sept. 29, 2025, with
visitation from 11 a.m. to 1
p-m. with a service being held
at 1pm in Donaldson Funeral
Home. Burial will follow at
Beach Street Cemetery.

Diana L. LaValley will
be remembered by her close
friends for her kindness, her
laughter, and her simple plea-
sures in life. She leaves be-
hind a legacy of love that will
continue to inspire those who
knew her. For online condo-
lences please visit www.lom-
bardfuneralhome.com.

Richard G. McAvoy,
81, passed away on Sept.
1 at Baystate Medical Cen-
ter surrounded by his im-
mediate family. He leaves
his best friend and love of
his life, Dianne, his daugh-
ter Katie Judge and her wife
Eleanor Terrell, his son Jef-
frey McAvoy and his wife
Dana, and four amazing
grandchildren, Chase, Saw-
yer, Harper McAvoy and Kay-
leb Terrell. Richard was born
in Brookline, MA and is prede-
ceased by his parents and his
beloved sister Karen Trudeau.
He is survived by his brother-
in-law Francis Trudeau. He
also leaves behind a number
of heartbroken nieces, nephews
and in-laws. Richard grew up
in Webster, MA and is a gradu-
ate of Mary Wells High School,
where he developed an excep-
tional talent for baseball. His
skills brought him from high
school baseball to the Cotu-
it Kettleers in the Cape Cod
League. At the age of 19,
he played for a season with a
Dodgers minor league team.

MONSON -  Robert
Mesheau, 94, born on March
22, 1931, in Norwell, MA,
passed away peacefully on
Sept. 17, 2025, in Wilbraham,
MA. He devoted over 30 years
of his career to General Mo-
tors, notably serving as the
service manager at Walker
Motor Sales and Gene Mota’s
in Palmer before retiring from
Butler Corporation in Ludlow.

Bob was known for his
generous spirit and believed
that the greatest gift he could
give was helping others. His
commitment to others marked
his personal and profession-
al life. He cherished the time
spent traveling with his be-
loved wife, Shirley M. (Allen)
Mesheau, over their remark-
able 72 years of marriage.
Together, they created many
memories exploring different
parts of the world, from En-
gland and Hawaii to Europe
and various locations across
the country, including trips to
award ceremonies with Gener-
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From there he played in the
then Global Baseball League
in Caracas, Venezuela. At the
age of 21 he joined the US
Army, became a paratroop-
er and trained as a combat
medic in the 5th Special Forc-
es Group. He spent several
months in the central high-
lands of Vietnam and is a Pur-
ple Heart and Bronze Star
recipient. He left the ser-
vice honorably as an E-6
Staff Sergeant. After coming
home Richard worked in con-
struction, and one winter day
spied a lovely woman with
a stylishly short skirt at the
bus stop. His warning that
she might catch a cold with
those legs exposed turned

Robert Mesheau

al Motors.

Bob lived in
Monson for many
years before he re-
tired and moved to
Canada for over 30
yrs., most recently
returning to Mon-
son to be closer with
family.

After retire-
ment, Bob took up carpentry,
a passion that allowed him to
craft beautiful keepsakes for his
grandchildren and great-grand-
children. His handiwork will
be treasured by them for years
to come.

Bob is survived by his
loving wife, Shirley; his son,
Michael Mesheau, and daugh-
ter-in-law, Roseann, of Mon-
son; grandchildren, Kather-
ine Pariseau, Laura Aldrich,
and Andrew Mesheau; and
great-grandchildren, Braeden
Pariseau, Shamus Pariseau,
and Ava Aldrich. He is also sur-
vived by his sister, Marie Col-
pitts, and many loving nieces,

Harriet Lee Vageline

Harriet  Lee
Vageline “Har-
lee”, 72, of Palmer,
Mass. passed away
peacefully on Au-
gust 21, 2025, at
Baystate Hospital
surrounded by love
and care.

Born on Feb-
ruary 28, 1953, in
Springfield, Harriet dedicated
her life to caring for others.

After graduating from
nursing school in 1978, she
embarked on a long and com-
passionate career as a nurse at
Monson State Hospital, where
she touched countless lives with
her gentle heart, tireless dedica-
tion, and unwavering kindness.

Harlee had a gift for mak-
ing people feel seen, loved,
and remembered. She never
missed a birthday or special
occasion, often sending cards,
making phone calls, or offering
thoughtful gifts-small tokens
that carried deep meaning. She
found joy in simple pleasures:
the color purple, owls, her cher-
ished collections and keepsakes
and moments filled with laugh-
ter-hers was truly contagious.

She is survived by her son,
Eric Vageline of Utah; nieces
and nephews Kristopher Ber-
telli (Debbie) of Connecticut,
Amanda Allen (Cary) of New
York, Kellie Saunders of New
York, Gina Bertelli (Nicole)
of Massachusetts, and Victoria
Drake of Missouri.

Harlee was a devoted
great-aunt to Madison, Joshua,

Kiley, Cameron, Jake,

Sarah, Emma, Becky,
Monet, Maxwell, and
Xavier-children  she
adored and loved as

her own.
She also leaves
behind her dearest

lifelong friend Linda
Tremblay of Palmer,
MA, and best friend
Denise Rainville of Ware, MA
and her devoted caretaker and
friend Irina Ukrainets, whose
selfless love and constant pres-
ence brought Harlee great com-
fort and peace.

Harriet was preceded in
death by parents, Ralph Vage-
line and Betty and Danny Con-
stantini, her sister Patti Bertelli,
and her brother William Vage-
line.

A Celebration of Life will
be held on Sunday, Sept. 28,
2025, at 103 Old Poor Farm
Rd, Ware, Mass. at 12 noon. All
who knew Harlee are welcome
to attend and share in honoring
the life of a woman whose heart
was as big as her laugh.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to Top Floor
Learning, Inc of Palmer, in
memory of Harriet’s lifelong
dedication to caregiving and
kindness.

Harlee’s spirit will live on
in the many lives she touched,
and her memory will forever be
cherished by those who were
lucky enough to know her.

Williamsburg Funeral
Home, Haydenville, was en-
trusted.
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into a 56 yearlong love
affair that serves as “cou-
ple goals” for the ages. He
spent 30 years with the
Springfield Fire Depart-
ment, serving as a Lieu-
tenant and a force to be
reckoned with at a ping
pong table. Richard’s fam-
ily was the center of his
universe, and he did ev-
erything to make sure that
they were taken care of. He
always had time and energy
to play catch in the yard with
his children, even after work-
ing 2 jobs. He was a near con-
stant presence at baseball and
softball games and was full of
advice and direction whenever
his kids, or nieces and neph-
ews needed it. A celebration
of life will be planned for a
future date. Those wishing to
honor Richard’s memory may
send donations to St. Jude’s
Children’s Research Hospital
501 St. Jude Pl. Memphis, TN
38105-1942 or to Dana Farber
Cancer Institute Attn: Contri-
bution Services, 450 Brookline
Ave., Brookline, MA 02215.

nephews, extended
family members,
and special friends,
including Judy and
Glen Williams and
Robert and Tina
Moriarty.

He was preced-
ed in death by his
parents, Robert and
Beulah  Mesheau,
along with siblings Dorothy
Mesheau, Barbara Kitchen,
William Mesheau, Ruth Jack-
son, Mae Steeves, Shirley Cud-
more, and June Morrissey. Bob
will be remembered for his
kindness, love, and the lasting
impact he had on all who knew
him.

Services have been en-
trusted to Lombard Funeral
Home of Monson. All services
will be private. If you wish me-
morial contributions may be
made in Bob’s name to the Sal-
vation Army at salvationarmy.
org. For online condolences
please visit www.lombardfu-
neralhome.com.

DEATH NOTICES

Mona May Gibbs

Died Sept. 18, 2025
Services Sept. 28, 2025
Beers & Story Funeral Home

John S. Jackson, Jr.
Died Sept. 10, 2025
Services private
Wilbraham Funeral Home

Paul H. LaFlamme

Died Sept. 13, 2025
Celebration of Life Sept. 27
Bethany Charismatic
Catholic Church

Diana L. LaValley
Died Sept. 19, 2025
Services Sept. 23, 2025
Lombard Funeral Home

Richard G. McAvoy
Died Sept. 1, 2025
Celebration of Life TBA
Sampson Funeral Home

Robert Mesheau

Died Sept. 17, 2025
Services are private
Lombard Funeral Home

Harriet Lee Vageline

Died Aug. 21, 2025
Celebration of Life Sept. 28
Williamsburg Funeral Home
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LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family
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201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ** www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com
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Cemetery Signage

413-531-5360
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GUTTER GUARD

%
WINDOW WORLD’S COMPLETE

GUTTER SYSTEM HAS YOU COVERED

The double membrane keeps debris The suction created by the action of
from getting inside the gutter. The the two membranes increases the
offset holes make it the perfect filter, drainage capacity to three times the
allowing water to drain freely while volume of the heaviest storms, allowing
blocking pine needles and leaves the lower membrane to draw water
without ever getting clogged. through larger perforations.

Contact us to learn more about protecting your home!
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*With approved credit. Call for details.
REQUEST A FREE ESTIMATE

413-485-7335

Belchertown * Westfield
Adams
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