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MONSON – In light of Na-
tional Recovery Month, Monson 
residents gathered at Veteran’s 
Field in mid-September to show 
compassion and support for those 
who are struggling now or in the 
past with mental health, addiction 
and suicidal thoughts, or who have 
had family or friends with those 
issues. 

The annual Lights of Hope 
event offered a space for commu-
nity members to network with oth-
er residents, and connect through 
similar or shared experiences with 
drug addiction. 

“This year was more support 
based than resources,” said event 
organizer Pamela West.

She was first introduced Mon-
son to Lights of Hope nearly six 
years ago, after she joined an on-
line forum called “The Addict’s 
Mom,” she said.

The page focuses on raising 
drug addiction awareness and has 
several different chapters. 

“I had a family member who 
was incarcerated at the time, so I 
joined the incarcerated chapter,” 
said West. 

After following “The Ad-
dict’s Mom,” West said she saw 
the Lights of Hope event and be-

Fire Dept. 
considers 
addition of
ambulance

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – An ambulance 
based out of the Fire Department 
could mean higher taxes and copays 
for residents in need of ambulance 
services.

Presently, all ambulance calls 
go through Palmer Ambulance Ser-
vices, a locally-based, non-profit 
organization that aids departments 
in the area. A proposal has been con-
sidered for the Fire Department to 
purchase its own ambulance.

“From my understanding, 
they’re looking at a non-transporting 
unit, similar to what they do right 
now,” said Dave Clark, the Direc-
tor of Operations for Palmer Am-
bulance Services. “I’m not sure if 
they’re looking for a transport unit 
right now.”

Clark has been working for 
Palmer Ambulance for more than 30 
years and said that the company has 
been keeping an eye on this devel-
opment, though they’re not worried 
about immediate changes.

“If it’s a non-transporting unit, it 
wouldn’t affect us more than what’s 
going on today,” Clark said. “They 
respond, they provide the aid until 
we get there with a transport unit.”

In order to qualify for a trans-
port unit, the Fire Department would 
need to go through several steps of 
certification, which Clark said Palm-
er Ambulance will be happy to assist 
the department with, despite the fact 
that they would be competing for the 
same calls.

“If it’s a transporting unit, they 
will take some of the call volume 

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – During this week’s 
Town Council meeting, a proposal 
for a housing project in the Con-
verse Middle School building was 
discussed.

The Request for Proposal was 
drafted by Town Manager Ryan 
McNutt to solicit bidders to develop 
a housing project in the former mid-
dle school building. The discussion 
was continued to the Oct. 16 meet-
ing, and McNutt said he has already 
heard from prospective buyers in-
terested in the property.

“I feel incredibly confident,” 
McNutt said. “I’m 100 percent sure 
that the town will get housing de-
velopers that are interested in the 
building.”

The Council praised the pro-
posal, but raised a few concerns that 
required more discussion.

Councilors Karl Williams and 
Marc Caci discussed whether the 
proposal would retain facilities, 
such as the gym and the auditorium, 
but Town Manager Ryan McNutt 

said no such stipulations existed 
in the policy. The fields behind the 
school are not included in the bid.

The biggest concern ended up 
being whether or not the proposal 
would be limited to housing for res-
idents aged 55 and over.

“There’s such a housing short-
age right now, why limit to 55 and 
over?” asked Councilor Matthew 
Lemieux. “Why not just create 
housing, period?”

Councilor Phillip Hebert 
agreed with Lemieux.

“If we’re not going to limit 
the sale because of the basketball 
[court], why limit it because you 
just want 55 and over? It should be 
whoever wants to spend the mon-
ey, come build it for whatever age 
group, so be it, as long as it gets 
done, and built, and gets utilized.”

McNutt turned the Council’s 
attention to the section of the pro-
posal that discussed potential prices.

“There’s a specific section 
that’s just about how they’re going 
to put in their proposed price for the 
property,” McNutt said. “I’ve been 

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer

dgagnon@turley.com

MONSON — The Arts Coun-
cil asked the Select Board on Sept. 
26 to rescind its Sept. 12 vote to de-
molish the Town Hall Annex once 
the fire station renovation project is 
completed.

After much discussion, the Se-
lect Board said it would uphold its 
motion to demolish the 202 Main 
St. property.

“Just so that there is an under-
standing about the process (and) 
what has happened so far, town 
meeting voted to move forward 

with a new fire station and that was 
followed by approval by voters at 
the last town election,” said Select 
Board Chair Patricia Oney.

She said the votes at the town 
meeting and election included the 
demolition of the Town Hall Annex 
building. 

Arts Council concerns
Arts Council Vice President 

Reed Coles said the council has oc-
cupied the property for 30 years and 
doesn’t believe “there is a compara-
ble place to provide exhibition and 
storage for our valuable collection 
of original art.”

He said “the value of Monson’s 
reputation as a town who supports 
the arts and culture has helped make 
Monson a unique and special place, 
which is priceless. With the demoli-
tion of the House of Art, this repu-
tation is at risk.”

Oney said the motion at ques-
tion was “merely to direct the Arts 
Council to leave the building as of 
Jan. 1, 2024, and to accommodate 
living quarters for the fire fighters 
during construction and confirm 
demolition of the building could 
begin when the housing was com-
pleted.”

Several residents came before 
the board stating they misunder-
stood that their vote of support for 
the new fire station included the 
demolition of the Town Hall Annex 
building. 

One resident said it wasn’t 
clear from the explanation at town 
meeting that the building would be 
demolished. “The Fire Department 
came and did a presentation and it 
was not clear to any of us this build-
ing was going to be demolished,” 

MONSON

Select Board stands by 
Town Hall Annex vote

Council discusses Converse 
School housing proposal

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – Old Mill Pond 
Elementary School students were 
joined by supporting family, staff 
and faculty for this year’s annual 
open house. 

OMP families participated in 
the annual event by making their 
rounds exploring the halls, class-
rooms, gym and library. 

While some teachers and 
principals smiled as they greet-
ed families entering the building, 
others greeted students in the 
classrooms. 

Old Mill PondOld Mill Pond

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Hunter and mom, Emily Staples, were some of the many Old Mill Pond Elementary School families in atten-
dance at the Sept. 21 open house. 

Leandro Nascimemto gives a thumbs up to the open house after visiting 
a few displays. 

PALMER

Turley Photo by Marcelo Gusmão

The Converse Middle School building, which has sat empty since the school 
closed, is being eyed by Town Council for a potential housing development 
project.

Brimfield, Sturbridge,
Holland risk levels higher

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer

dgagnon@turley.com

BRIMFIELD – The Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health announced 
Eastern equine encephalitis was detected 
in mosquito samples collected in Brim-
field on Sept. 13. 

According to a press release pub-

lished by the DPH, the finding raised the 
EEE risk level to high in Brimfield, Stur-
bridge and Holland as well as raising the 
risk to moderate in Wales.

This is in addition to the six commu-
nities already at high risk for EEE: Doug-
las, Dudley, Oxford, Southbridge, Sutton, 
and Webster. Auburn, Charlton, Grafton, 
Millbury, Northbridge and Uxbridge are 
at moderate risk, it said.

On Sept. 15, Brimfield posted the 
announcement on the town’s official 
website and sent an emergency commu-
nication text via CodeRED to all resi-
dents registered to the system. 

There were no human cases of EEE 

DPH deem local communities high EEE risk

COMMUNITY

PUBLIC HEALTH

Submitted Photos by Pamela West 

Every year West provides a banner for attendees to sign and show support 
for those battling or have battled drug addiction and mental illness.

Monson honors National 
Recovery Month

MONSON  ❙   page 5

AMBULANCE   ❙   page 3 OMP   ❙   pages 6 & 7
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Monson Arts Council Vice President 
Reed Coles stands before the Board 
to request a rescinded vote for the 
Sept. 12, motion to demolish the 
Town Hall Annex building. 

hosts annual open househosts annual open house
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DEADLINE
The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at 
mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413-283-
8393 by noon on Mondays.
We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

 
Sponsored by 

Otto Florist & Gifts 
Oct. 13 & 14, 2023 
$15.00 Per Dozen 

ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT: 

 
(Belchertown Animal Relief Committee) 

 
(Second Chance Animal Services) 

 
Call (413)967-5381 to order (order by Oct. 1st) 

or go online 24/7 to: ottoflorist.com/special events 
It’s a WIN WIN!! Let’s help the Animals!! 

 

and 

DO
N’T MISS OUT ON THIS SPECIAL EVENT!
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Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

JUICEBOX

This is Juicebox. He is an avid moth hunter. 
He loves to sunbathe, hunt moths, attack his friend 
Theodore, and play in the toilet. He’s about a year 
and a half old and probably should have been named 
Garfield due to his appetite - maybe it’s an orange 
cat thing!

 We feature your pets here. Is your fur friend a 
dog, cat, chicken, lizard, horse, bird, mouse…you get 
the point. Is there a pet you’re fostering and trying 
to re-home? All pets are welcome! Email a high-res-
olution jpg of your pet with a little information to 
mharrison@turley.com. 

of theof the Fighting domestic 
abuse, bullying, elder 
abuse

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer

dgagnon@turley.com

HOLLAND – In honor of 
national Domestic Violence 
Awareness and Bullying Pre-
vention Month, the Holland Po-
lice Department and local, non-
profit organization Stop Abuse 
Today Inc. will host a 5k walk/
run on Oct. 14. 

The race will begin and 
end at the Holland Elementa-
ry School, starting at 9 a.m. 
For those who prefer to walk 
a shorter distance, a one mile 
route is also an option. There is 
no time restriction on the walk/
run and while it is a free event, 
participants must register and 
sign a liability waiver in ad-
vance. 

“We hope this run will be 
a community event to support 
victims of past abuse and bul-
lying, along with much needed 
information to the community 
that has an interest in helping 
current victims,” said Holland 
Police Lt. Patrick Swain.

Stop Abuse Today Inc. is 
a Holland based organization 
dedicated to raising awareness 
and education regarding domes-
tic violence, bullying and elder 
abuse. 

The organization formed 
in 2017 following a meeting of 
members from the Tri-Town-
Domestic Violence Task Force, 
which became the designated 
charter members of Stop Abuse 
Today Inc. 

The Tri-Town Domestic 
Violence Task Force was es-
tablished in 2001 following 
the murder of the late Wales 

resident, Sheryl Crane Loder, 
whose life was taken by her es-
tranged husband. 

According to the Stop 
Abuse Today Inc. official web-
site, the task force was com-
posed of a group of Loder’s 
friends “as a way to honor her 
memory and make sure this 
never happens again.”

Holland Police Chief and 
Stop Abuse Today Inc. Chair 
Bryan Haughey said “from a 
police standpoint, one of the 
things that is important in work-
ing with organizations like Stop 
Abuse Inc. is that it gives the 
police an additional resource to 
use to help victims. An import-
ant part of preventing domestic 
violence and bullying is making 
people aware of it.”

Stop Abuse Today Inc. is 

composed of all volunteers and 
allies.

Community liaison and 
Stop Abuse Inc. volunteer 
Kathy Boyer said the organiza-
tion hopes “all different kinds of 
people show up,” to the event.

“We have domestic vio-
lence advocates and brochures 
with resources,” said Boyer.

She added the organization 
also has Cumberland Farms and 
Walmart gift cards accessible 
to victims who may just need 
enough gas to make it to a friend 
or family member’s house.

“We don’t meet with (vic-
tims) when we give them the 
cards,” said Boyer. “We pass 
them on to advocates who are 
professionally trained and we 
have lawyers that can counsel 
them.”

Haughey said Stop Abuse 
Today Inc. offers the police 
“another outlet to provide an-
other resource in addition to the 
resources we (law enforcement) 
already offer. Sometimes when 
a domestic violence case is 
brought to the court system the 
victim gets lost in the shuffle 
because there is so much atten-
tion paid to the suspect.” 

According to Haughey, 
having an organization work-
ing alongside the police raising 
awareness and education re-
garding domestic violence, bul-
lying and elder abuse helps pre-
vent “victims from getting lost.” 

The event will feature a 
Stop Abuse Today Inc. booth 
with brochures, resources and 
T-Shirts.

Participants will have an 

opportunity to come together as 
a community to show support 
of victims of domestic violence, 
bullying and elder abuse. 

For those interested in do-
nating to the cause, please make 
checks payable to Stop Abuse 
Today. It can be mailed to the 
organization at 27 Sturbridge 
Road, Holland, MA, 01521. 

To contact a committee 
member or learn more about the 
cause and organization, email 
StopAbuseTodayttdvtf@gmail.
com or visit StopAbuseToday.
org. 

This event is sponsored by 
Gracie Riel, Realtor with RE/
MAX Professional Associates, 
and part of the Justice for Janet 
Fund. 

Submitted Photos by Kathy Boyer 

The late Dick Hoyt is shown ready to run the 5k while pausing for a 
photo with Holland Police Chief Bryan Haughey.

Stop Abuse Today to host walk on Oct. 14

State Rep. Todd Smola, R-Warren, is joined by Holland Police Chief 
Bryan Haughey to support the 5k domestic violence and bullying 
walk/run.

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff writer 

REGIONAL – Last week, Baystate 
Health announced a $70 million cam-
paign to generate revenue to serve three 
target areas at its facilities including cap-
ital needs, program support and endow-
ment development. 

Baystate Health administrators went 
public with the “Healthier Tomorrows” 
campaign during a press conference 
Monday, Sept. 18, revealing the cam-
paign as the largest fundraising goal ever 
set in the organization’s history. 

“Our vision is to improve the health 
of everyone in our community by recruit-
ing top-tier medical providers, building 
cutting-edge spaces for them to practice 
in, enhancing our services to meet the 
changing needs of the people we serve, 
and ensuring Baystate Health is here to 
stay for the long haul,” Baystate Health 
and CEO Dr. Mark Keroack shared in a 
press release on Sept. 18. 

During the Monday evening press 
conference, Baystate Health staff and 

administration revealed some initiatives 
the campaign will fund such as the ex-
pansion of a state-of-the-art surgical fa-
cility at Baystate Medical in Springfield, 
a renovated Family Medicine practice 
and teaching space at Baystate Franklin 
Medical Center in Greenfield, a Cen-
ter for Inclusive Excellence at Baystate 
Medical, also in Springfield, and support 
for the endowment fund. 

Baystate Health Chief Physician 
Executive Andrew Artenstein said en-
dowments are crucial to moving forward 
with the campaign, and supporting local 
health care facilities “is good fortune and 
a luxury for the community.”

He added Baystate Health is “really 
a gem for Western Mass,” and funds will 
help “recruit young physicians,” who 
may stay local and continue training fu-
ture generations within the area. 

Baystate Health Chief Nurse Exec-
utive Joanne Miller said investing in the 
development of a Center for Inclusive 
Excellence on campus at Baystate Med-
ical is a priority because the health facil-
ity has more than 1,000 nursing students 

learning and working there. 
“A novice nurse needs a lot of sup-

port… they need a dedicated space for 
that. This could be their first experience,” 
said Miller. 

She added Baystate Health is seek-
ing to create a “more live or synchronic 
cohort support for the region.”

Turley Photo by Dallas Gagnon

Baystate Health Chief Operating Officer Sheldrick Streete, Chief Physician Executive 
Andrew Artenstein, Chief Nurse Executive Joanne Miller, Baystate Health President and 
CEO  Mark Keroack , Baystate Medical Center President Sam Skura and Vice President 
of Philanthropy Scott Berg share a photo after the “Healthier Tomorrows,” campaign. 

Baystate Health launches 
$70 million campaign

Rep. Ashe announces 
office hours 

MONSON— A staff member from State Rep. 
Brian Ashe’s office will be available to meet with 
residents at the Monson Library and Monson Senior 
Center on the following days:

Monson Senior Center on Oct.11, Nov. 8, Dec. 
3,  from 10 - 11 a.m.

Monson Library on Nov. 15 and Dec. 12,  from 
12:30 - 1:30 p.m.

If you are not able to attend and have an issue 
or concern, please contact Chief of Staff, Robin Fre-
chette, at 413-272-3922 for assistance.

Palmer First
Responders hold 
Blood drive

Palmer Ambulance vs. Palmer Police Dept. 
vs. Palmer Fire Dept. are holding a blood drive on 
Oct. 4, from 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the Baystate Wing 
Hospital. The Snow Conference Room C will be the 
location within the hospital. Receive a $10 gift card 
redeemable at either Dunkin’ Donuts, Starbucks 
Coffee, Big Y, Amazon, Panera or Chipotle. Please 
call 413-794-4600 to schedule your appointment to-
day.

Craft Fair to be 
held Nov. 11

THREE RIVERS — Annual Holiday Craft Fair 
sponsored by S.S. Peter & Paul Rosary Sodality of 
Divine Mercy Parish will be held on Nov. 11 from 9 
a.m. - 2 p.m. in the Parish Center on Main St., Three 
Rivers. Free parking and admission. Beautiful craft 
items by talented local artists. Holiday Lottery tick-
ets available as well. Refreshments available for 
purchase.

journalregister.turley.com
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Corrections
The Journal Register will 

gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections 
or clarifications will always ap-
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request 
a correction, send information to 
Editor at mharrison@turley.com, 
or call 283-8393, extension 236. 
Corrections may also be request-
ed in writing at:  Journal Register, 
Attn: Editor 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA, 01069.

  
LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
PORK
LOIN END CHOPS .............

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN TWIN PAK
PORK SPARE RIBS ...........

USDA INSP. 

$229
lb

SALE DATES: 9/28/23-10/4/23

$199

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
PEPPER JACK CHEESE ......$399

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROASTER or STEAKS ...........
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .......

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BONELESS & SKINLESS TRAY PAK

CHICKEN TENDERLOINS ...

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 31/40 COUNT 

RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ................... ea

$599
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SALMON FILLETS FULLY 
COOKED W/ GRILL MARKS .......

$189
ea

SLICED IN OUR DELI
ROAST BEEF ....................

$799
lb

$888

BEEF 
SHORT RIBS

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF T’BONE or 

PORTERHOUSE STEAKS

$199

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$699

$335

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BBQ MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS ...........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
KOREAN BBQ

BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS 

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS .. $299
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$399
lb

$479
lb

$799
lb

$799
lb

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308 lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Check out our new 
SUMMER MENU

including our 
delicious Lobster Roll!

We will be open 
FATHER’S DAY  

with  
normal menu 

Open 7 days a week Mon, 
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun 11-8; 

Fri & Sat 11-9
Please visit our website  

or Facebook page for our 
full menu. 

Masks are required of all non-toddler guests to enter.

Friday Acoustics 
will be returning on June 11

FALL MENU
IS HEREFriday 

Acoustics 
Are Back!

We will be closed
as of October 2

for improvements.
Open 6 days a week

Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun 11-8;
Fri & Sat 11-9

Correction
Do to an editorial er-

ror the name of Richard 
Ladew from the Monson 
Memorial Classic was 
incorrectly spelled in the 
Journal Register the week 
of July 14. We apologize 
to Mr. Ladew and are sor-
ry for any confusion.

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – Six Palmer 
residents will join thousands 
of walkers to participate in the 
Jimmy Fund Walk presented by 
Hyundai in support of cancer 
research and treatment, Sunday, 
Oct. 1. 

Residents Karyn Marciniec, 
Sheila Browne, Kristen Contois, 
Amy Herring, Sandra Noonan 
and Karen Olivera will partici-
pate in the annual event with the 
shared goal of honoring those 
who have battled or are battling 
cancer. The money raised also 
supports the Dana-Farber Can-
cer Institute. 

Jimmy Fund Walk Direc-
tor Zack Blackburn said in a 
press release that the 2023 Walk 
will be held during the Jimmy 
Fund’s 75th anniversary, and the 
Fund seeks to raise $9 million 
“in an effort to prevent, treat and 
defy cancer.”

Resident and Palmer School 
Committee Vice-Chairperson 
Sandra Noonan will embark on 
her 14th Jimmy Fund Walk this 
year. After a colleague lost her 
husband to cancer, Noonan said 

a group of the family’s friends 
and relatives banded together to 
walk in his honor. 

Just a few years later, 
Noonan’s colleague lost her life 
to cancer as well. 

“The team was formed af-
ter Linda Perry and her husband 
died of cancer,” she said. “It was 
really, really tough.” 

The group of friends and 
family named themselves “Team 
Perry,” in memory of the couple. 

According to Noonan, 
while some team walkers have 
remained the same, others 
have come and gone. Over the 
14-year span, Noonan said 59 
walkers have supported the team 
effort. 

Walkers have the option of 
walking the Boston Marathon 
route or walking on a path of 
their own. 

Walkers who opt not to 
travel to Boston are considered 
“virtual” walkers. 

Noonan said she and Team 
Perry used to walk the Boston 
Marathon route every year until 
the COVID-19 pandemic struck, 
prompting people to walk local 
routes instead. 

“I miss Boston. They had 
posters of all the kids who had 

cancer, and it was sad to see but 
it reminded us of why we do the 
walk,” said Noonan.

This year, Noonan said she 
and other Team Perry members 
will complete their walks virtu-
ally on local routes. 

While walkers have the op-
tion of registering for a 5k, 10k, 
half marathon or complete the 
full marathon, Old Mill Pond 
Kindergarten teacher Karyn 
Marciniec plans to complete the 
entire Boston Marathon route.  

This year Marciniec will 
embark on her fifth Jimmy Fund 
Walk. 

“I walked the first two and 
ran the last one,” said Marciniec. 
“I just tell myself I’m going to 
run it and if I have to walk it, I 
walk it because it’s not a race, 
it’s (about) raising money for 

Dana-Farber which I’m very 
passionate about.”

She said she has had sever-
al people close to her diagnosed 
with cancer, including a brother 
in-law, a former student and her 
mother. 

“You lose your mom to can-
cer, (see) kids battling cancer,” 
she said. “It’s just never ending; 
every year my list just gets lon-
ger and longer.

“I have students whose 
parents are battling it. Hopeful-
ly these funds will help,” Mar-
ciniec said. 

She added the posters of 
cancer patients are posted every 
mile and a half throughout the 
entire Boston Marathon route, 
and one year her former student 
was posted. 

Noonan said since she start-
ed, her sister in-law has suc-
cessfully battled cancer and her 
brother in-law battled and was 
lost to cancer. 

“It’s both in memory of 
but also in honor of people who 
have survived and those who 
have not,” said Noonan. “I think 
all of us have been affected by 
it; you just never know who it’s 
going to hit and you hear about 
it all the time.”

According to Noonan, 
Team Perry has raised over 
$190,000 over the past 14 years 
through sponsorships and dona-
tions. 

Before completing the 
walk, participants enter a fund-
raising commitment. Walkers 
completing the walk on the 
Boston Marathon course agree 
to a $330 commitment and rely 
on sponsorships and donations 
to help support the fundraising 
costs. 

Virtual walkers agree to a 
$100 commitment. 

To sponsor a walker, visit 
JimmyFundWalk.org. 

“It’s an amazing organiza-
tion and I’m glad to be a part of 
it,” said Noonan. “I’ll keep do-
ing it for as long as I can.”

Palmer residents to participate in Jimmy Fund Walk

Scan to sponsor
Team Perry

Scan to sponsor 
Karyn Marciniec

Conservation 
Commission 
praises apt 
responses to 
violations

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – The Conservation Commission had 
a short but productive meeting last week, during 
which they discussed improvements to some of the 
violations they’ve been monitoring.

First was an update to the property on Fuller 
Road, owned by Hampden Homebuyers, which was 
flagged for violations to their erosion controls. Con-
servation Agent Heidi Mannarino said that improve-
ments have been made to the site.

“I’ve been working with the management, with 
Hampden Homebuyers, and they’ve seeded the 
slope and are trying to stabilize that area,” Manna-
rino said.

Mannarino described the owners of the proper-
ty adding walls around earth stockpiles and fixing 
the erosion controls.

“I do want to go back again, because we’ve had 
quite a bit of rain recently, to see how they’re hold-
ing up after some of the corrections,” Mannarino 
added.

Mannarino invited the other members of the 
Commission to join her on her next visit to the prop-
erty.

“We can all do a site visit and just see how it 
looks now, make sure it’s stable before we decide to 
lift the enforcement order on that site.”

Mannarino said that the site looks better, and 
that she stopped by other sites owned by the real es-
tate company to make sure that the supervisors were 
aware of the order conditions and what the Commis-
sion will be monitoring them for.

The next violation discussed was a leaking 
dumpster at Iberia Foods, which has been addressed.

“Myself and Nicole [Gauthier] from the Board 
of Health were made aware that Iberia Foods, which 
was once Cedar Food Farms, had a dumpster that 
was leaking black liquid,” Mannarino said. “It was 
determined that it’s probably some sort of oil sub-
stance. It was leaking out of the dumpster and cov-
ering the parking lot, and began to flow out over the 
sidewalk and down the sidewalk.”

Commission Member David Cotter clarified 
with Mannarino that this liquid was reaching the 
catch basin.

“It was like some sort of sludge,” Mannarino 
said.

“Myself and [Gauthier] performed a site vis-
it, and we spoke to the regional manager who was 
there at the time,” Mannarino said.

According to Mannarino, the regional manager 
sent his landscaper to the office to speak with her 
the same day, and that a plan is already in place to 
correct the issue.

“They’re purchasing a whole new dumpster 
that’s completely contained so that things can’t 
come out,” Mannarino said, adding that the infected 
soil will be removed.

“All the vegetation had died,” Mannarino said. 
“They’re going to remove all that soil, replace it, 
and then re-seed. He’s going to put some waddles 
in for now to prevent any other liquids from coming 
out of that area.”

Mannarino said that the company had been 
“[throwing] everything that is trash into this dump-
ster, and then it compacts and all the oils and all 
that good stuff was just leaking out of it, so they’re 
reassessing that whole situation.”

Mannarino praised the folks at Iberia Foods for 
being very familiar with the regulations, and “super 
compliant.”

“They’re planning on putting some sort of dry 
well in that parking lot as well to catch any sort of 
substance in the future,” Mannarino said. “It’s just 
not great there. The pavement is very squishy, it’s 
covered in this really thick layer of oil. They’re 
planning on power-washing the sidewalk as well.”

Mannarino said that she will have further up-
dates on the site for the Commission’s next meeting.

After these updates, Commission Chair Don 
Blais announced that members of the Commission 
will be attending the Massachusetts Association of 
Conservation Commissions’ Fall Conference in De-
vens, which will be held on Saturday, Oct. 28.

PALMER -- On Monday, Sept. 18, 
American Legion members from Palm-
er Post 130 presented Lyle Monette, an 
Army Korean Veteran, with a certificate 

from National Headquarters represent-
ing his 50 continuous years as an Ameri-
can Legion member.

away,” Clark said. “It’s like any business, 
there’s only so much call volume to go 
around.”

Clark said that he does not believe 
there’s enough emergency call volume to 
support the Fire Department and Palm-
er Ambulance Services, and if that were 
the case, it would likely impact Palmer 
Ambulance, and possibly put them out of 
business.

“Right now, Palmer Ambulance is a 
nonprofit corporation,” Clark said. “Our 
only source of revenue is by billing pa-
tients; it doesn’t cost the taxpayers any-
thing at all, other than if they use service.”

In order to provide services for peo-
ple who had lost their source of income 
due to the pandemic, Palmer Ambulance 
has been offering a subscription program 
where they can bill insurance companies 
directly and not go after patients for the 
copay. Clark said he was speaking to the 
Board of Directors about extending that 
service for another year.

Clark expressed concern that the 
Fire Department might go back to billing 
patients directly, as some of the local de-
partments do.

“Now, people are getting hit for co-

pays that could be anywhere from $75 to 
$800,” Clark said. “If we had done that 
call, we would not be going after that co-
pay.”

As a non-profit, Palmer Ambulance 
does not make money off these charges, 
which instead go toward keeping the 
business running. This is a problem that 
the Fire Department, which is funded by 
taxes, would not have.

“I’m always concerned when some-
body’s interfering with any business, 
whether it’s selling hamburgers or am-
bulance calls,” Clark said. “Everybody’s 
hurting; private [companies], non-prof-
its, fire departments. Our only revenue 
right now is our billables, whereas a local 
fire department is a tax-paid service, so 
they’re not held hostage, I guess, to insur-
ance companies and reimbursement rates. 
Their services are going to continue, be-
cause they’re using taxpayer funds.”

“We’re more than willing to work 
with any department and help them get 
their license, to see as a group and as an 
agency what we can do together,” Clark 
said. “We could even take our staff and 
incorporate it into Palmer Fire to make 
one larger, better service—but we’ve got 
to get on the same page.”

lieved Monson could benefit from the 
program. 

“I started from scratch; it started as 
a resource fair,” said West. 

Some resource agencies often 
present information at the event and 
they include Learn to Cope, a parent 
support group based in Taunton, repre-
sentatives of Baystate Health Network, 
social workers, and inmates from the 
Hampden County Sheriff’s Department 
as well as other guest speakers.

Lights of Hope is designed as a 
free, family-friendly event offering 
activities such as bounce houses, free 
burgers, hot dogs and a civic candle-
light vigil. 

West recognized the Monson Civ-
ic Association for awarding the cause 
a $1,000 grant to support the program 
as well as local businesses for donating 
raffle prizes. 

“About 20 to 25 people came this 
year, it was just support, which was 
nice because that’s why I started it,” 
said West. 

There was a time a relative of hers 
who was battling drug addiction “need-
ed respite from the town,” and believed 
this was a way to further shine a light 
on community members affected by 
drug addiction. 

West said people have come from 
out of town to support the cause, includ-
ing a high school friend of hers whose 
child committed suicide 10 years ago. 

She said her friend and a resident 
whose child also committed suicide 
connected at a previous Lights of Hope 
event and have since developed a sup-
portive friendship.

“It’s all about support,” said West. 
“A father of an addict came out and lis-

tened to the speakers. We’ve had other 
moms who come out; it’s created to of-
fer resources and support because it’s 
needed.”

The cause was awarded a five-
year $125,000 Drug Free Community 
grant, which West said was applied for 
in conjunction with the Monson School 
Committee. 

According to West, the school will 
use funds to educate Monson’s youth 
about addiction. 

“We’re all addicted to something, 
whether it’s our phones [or] TV,” said 
West. “Everybody needs support.”

Courtesy Photo

Presenting the certificate, (from left) 1st Vice Commander Carlos Huertas, Lyle Mon-
ette, Post 130 Adjunct Theresa Hayden and Sergeant of Arms Sally Nay.

Veteran honored by
National Headquarters

RECOVERY  ❙  from page 1

Submitted Photos by Pamela West 

People had an opportunity to sign a ban-
ner for the Lights of Hope event.

AMBULANCE  ❙  from page 1

Cruise for critters 
postponed to Sept. 30

MONSON— Fall fundraiser fea-
turing a car show, Halloween Barktacu-
lar  to benefit animals in need at Second 
Chance Animal Services has been post-
poned until Saturday, Sept. 30. The event 
will still take place st Westview Farms 
Creamery, 109 East Hill Road, where 
there will be fall festivities include corn 
maze and pumpkin picking. Food and 
beverages including handmade ice cream 
are available at the creamery’s restaurant. 
Admission is free for spectators; dogs are 
welcome on leash - please no retractable 
leads. $20 show car entry fee. Annual 
fundraiser is presented by Al Widlan’s 
Service Connection of Monson.

Baystate to hold free 
lecture series Oct. 10

SPRINGFIELD— Baystate 
Health will hold a free breast health vir-
tual lecture series during Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month in October beginning 
with “The Mammogram Callback” on 
Tuesday, Oct. 10, at 6 p.m.

The series continues Monday, Oct. 
16, at 6 p.m. with “Lumpectomy vs 
Mastectomy.”

The series will end on Monday, 
Oct. 30, at 6 p.m., with “Precision Med-
icine in Breast Cancer.”

All lectures will be followed by a 
question-and-answer session.

Registration is required for each 
session by visiting:  www.baystate-
health.org/breastcancerevents.
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Let’s just say that all the rain made 
vegetable gardening a real challenge this 
year.  

Why don’t we call it a wrap and 
do what we can now to get ahead of the 
game for next year!  

Most of my veggie plants have al-
ready called it quits. Other than a half 
row each of carrots and beets, and the last 
succession of green bean plants, there is 
pretty much nothing left to harvest in my 
main garden.  

I still have some great peppers in the 
raised beds.  Clean up will start in the 
main garden for 
now.

Where do I 
begin?  First, I 
will haul off what-
ever I can to the 
compost pile, ex-
cluding as many 
weeds as possible.  
I will also leave 
out thick plant 
stalks such as 
broccoli; they will 
take too long to break down.  

Diseased plants are also a no-no; 
they belong in the trash. 

Think of the compost pile as an out-
door lasagna made of layers of brown 
and green plant parts. Brown, carbon 
rich ingredients (such as chopped leaves) 
can be layered with green, nitrogen rich 
ingredients (such as grass clippings, over 
grown vegetables and scraps, and those 
non-weedy plant parts) to get the pile 
cooking.  

Add a shovel full of garden soil or 
finished compost per layer to inoculate it 
with microbes and water well.  Let the 
pile sit for a year or turn it frequently for 
faster results.  

Compost is a near neutral source 
of humus, a well-balanced fertilizer and 
soil tonic good for all types of gardens 
and even the lawn.

The garden plot is looking better, 
but I still have lots of weeds to deal with.  
I’ve been told that if you miss one year’s 
seeding it’s seven years weeding, so 
there is no way I am going to take the 
easy route and rototill them in.  

As I pull up the weeds by hand, I 
vow to be a better weeder next year, or 

better yet, mulch more and weed less. 
My chickens, however, are thrilled 

with my shortcomings!  They gobble 
down those seed heads faster than their 
morning dose of carrot peelings.  

At last, I have a clean slate.  In 
preparation for sowing winter rye seed, 
I scuff up the soil surface.  

If any Jumping Worms cross my 
path, I feed them to the chickens. Stay 
tuned for an entire article on the subject 
of these invasive worms next week.  

Once prep is complete, I rake the 
soil smooth and broadcast the seed.  At 

a rate of four 
pounds per one 
thousand square 
feet of garden, I 
use ten pounds.  

It’s a good 
idea to divide 
the seed in half 
and try to cover 
all the area you 
have once, then 
go back and fill 
in the light spots 

with the rest.  After the seed has been 
sown. I’ll drag the flat end of a steel rake 
over the soil surface to bury it ever so 
slightly. 

My goal is to have the seed sprout 
now, so that its roots will hold the soil 
and its nutrients in place over the off sea-
son. Winter rye will put on an amazing 
amount of top growth by spring- weed 
whack or mow it first to make incorpo-
rating easier.  

I am also contemplating “tarping” 
it to solarize the soil at the same time, 
then working in the dead plants by hand.  
Either way, if you do this for a few years 
in a row you’ll watch the organic matter 
content of your soil soar, reportedly at a 
rate of three to four thousand pounds per 
acre!  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

Cleaning up and planning ahead

Letters to 
the editor 
policy

Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500-
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author-
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., 
Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
mharrison@turley.com

The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon.

Election letters 
to the editor 

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to mharrison@turley.com. Please in-
clude a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Michael Harrison at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register.

Nonagenarian 
war veteran asks 
about extra credit 
for his service
Dear Rusty 

I’m turning 95 this year and am caretak-
er for my wife in our 70th year of marriage. I 
served before 1968 (1951-53) during the Kore-
an War. How do the “special extra credits for 
military service” work for me? Is it retro-ac-
tive? My wife, who only worked a short time, 
gets half of my Social Security so would it af-
fect hers, too? 

Signed: Korean War Veteran 

Dear War Veteran
First, I want to express my gratitude for 

your war-time service to our country and I also 
applaud your 70 years of marriage. Thank you, 
and congratulations.

Regarding the “special extra credit” for 
military service, Social Security FICA taxes 
weren’t withheld from military pay prior to 
1957 so you didn’t pay Social Security payroll 
taxes from your military earnings during the 
years you served. 

As a result, Social Security would have 
no record of your military earnings during 
those 1951-1953 service years. But when you 
claimed Social Security later in life, they would 
have asked if you served in the military and 
given you “special extra credit” in the form of 
presumed earnings for your service years. 

They likely would have asked for a copy 
of your DD-214 and would have added $160 
to your earnings record for each active duty 
month during those 1951-1953 years. Note 
they do not give you an extra amount of So-
cial Security; rather, for benefit computation 
purposes, they reflect your earnings for those 
years a bit higher than are shown in your earn-
ings record, which would likely show zero for 
your service years. 

For example, if you served 12 months ac-
tive duty in 1952, when your Social Security 
benefit was calculated they would consider 
your 1952 earnings as $1,920 ($160 x 12), 
instead of the zero shown in your record be-
cause you didn’t actually pay FICA tax on your 
military pay. But whether those extra earnings 
credits would have any effect on your Social 
Security benefit is a separate item. 

Assuming you had earnings from regular 
employment over your lifetime and paid into 
Social Security from those non-military earn-
ings, you became eligible for Social Security 
benefits from earnings outside of your military 
service. If you worked and earned a decent sal-
ary for at least 35 years, then those special ex-
tra credits for your military service years would 
have no effect on your Social Security benefit. 

If you had less than 35 years of regular 
non-military employment, then those extra 
earnings added for your military service years 
counted and provided you with a slightly high-
er Social Security benefit when you claimed.   

So, the bottom line is this: if, over your 
lifetime, you worked for at least 35 years pay-
ing into Social Security via FICA payroll or 
self-employment tax, then the “special extra 
credits” for your military service years had 
no effect on your Social Security benefit. But 
if you worked less than 35 years in which SS 
taxes were withheld from your earnings, then 
those “special extra credits for military ser-
vice” contributed to and increased your Social 
Security benefit when you claimed. 

However, even if you worked for over 
35 years outside of the military and the extra 
credits didn’t matter for your Social Security 
benefit, your service to our country did, indeed, 
matter a great deal. From one veteran to an-
other, thank you again for your service to our 
country. 

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration or 
any other governmental entity. This article is 
intended for information purposes and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 
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Supporting positive 
youth mental health

By Abaigeal Duda
Community Engagement 

Coordinator for the Quaboag 
Hills Substance Use Alliance

To promote wellbeing, here is 
information with a focus on oppor-
tunities to support positive youth 
mental health available to individ-
uals, families, schools, and commu-
nities.  

Every two years, the Quaboag 
Hills Substance Use Alliance con-
ducts Prevention Needs Assessment 
Surveys in regional schools at the 
eighth, 10th, and 12th grade levels 
to better understand how youth are 
thinking, feeling, and behaving with 
respect to a range of topics, includ-
ing substance use, mental health, 
safety, and familial and community 
engagement.  

Overall, students, families and 
schools appear to be making great 
choices to provide a solid foun-
dation for healthy growth in the 
Quaboag Hills region.  There are 
areas of concern, of course, and not 
every student is thriving.  

These surveys provide the data 
that is the foundation for selecting 
evidence-based programs that pro-
mote healthy choices.  

Our goal is to increase what we 
are doing well, to find ways to ad-
dress gaps in support, and to share 
information with community part-
ners, such as schools and Boards 

of Health.  Particularly since the 
COVID pandemic, mental health 
for all ages has become of greater 
concern both nationally and locally. 

 When people talk about youth 
and mental health, they are often 
discussing mental health challeng-
es or disorders.  However, it is also 
about youth growing and achieving 
mental and emotional milestones.  

Because many health behaviors 
and habits that are established in 
adolescence will influence choices 
over a lifetime, it is very important 
to help youth develop good mental 
health early in life.  However, the 
pandemic disrupted many school-
based services, increased parental 
burdens, and potentially affected 
long-term health outcomes for care-
givers and children alike.  

What can I do to support
youth mental health?

While we cannot remove all 
adversity/risk factors, we can help 
youth develop resiliency, the pro-
tective factors in youth’s environ-
ment, that help them deal with ad-
versity.  Those factors include, but 
were not limited to, “family support 
and monitoring; caring adults; pos-
itive peer groups; strong sense of 
self, self-esteem, and future aspi-
rations; and engagement in school 
and community activities,” accord-
ing to a collective of 14 federal 
agencies working together to pro-
mote positive youth development 
(youth.gov).  

Specifically, they note the fol-
lowing among positive factors that 
can benefit youth mental health de-

velopment:
• Opportunities for engagement 

within school and community
• Presence of mentors and sup-

port for development of skills and 
interests

• Positive norms that support 
healthy choices

• Physical and psychological 
safety

• Family provides structure, lim-
its, rules, monitoring, and predict-
ability

• Supportive relationships with 
family members

• Clear expectations for behav-
ior and values

• Positive physical development
• Academic achievement/intel-

lectual development
• High self-esteem
• Emotional self-regulation
• Good coping skills and prob-

lem-solving skills
Engagement and connections 

in two or more of the following 
contexts: school, with peers, in ath-
letics, employment, religion, and 
culture

How are we doing in the
Quaboag Hills Region?

The Prevention Needs Assess-
ment Survey addresses these types 
of risk/protective factors.  Taking a 
look at just a couple of areas listed 
above - opportunities to participate 
in school or community activities 
and clear expectations for behavior 
- suggest how well our communi-
ties are addressing needs and how 
we might improve.  

When asked about why stu-

dents do not participate in sports or 
other activities, more than 15% of 
respondents cited expense or trans-
portation as barriers, and more than 
20% noted that they had too many 
other responsibilities (helping with 
sibling childcare, employment, etc.)  
Addressing those issues could help 
more students participate in activ-
ities that studies show help foster 
positive mental health development.  

In terms of setting clear expec-
tations, one of the questions related 
to this topic was, “my family has 
clear rules about alcohol use.”  

The percentage of those who 
answered that they “strongly agree” 
or “agree” were as follows:  At the 
eighth grade level, 94%; at the 10th 
grade level, 91%; and at the 12th 
grade level, 86%.  

Eighth graders, who felt their 
families were the clearest about 
alcohol use rules, were the least 
likely to use that substance, and 12th 
graders, with the lowest percentage 
of clarity regarding alcohol use, 
were the most likely to use alcohol.  
This may be an oversimplification 
of contributing factors, but many 
studies suggest that having conver-
sations about expectations and clear 
household rules support making 
healthy choices.  

One of the most important fac-
tors for positive mental and physical 
health for youth is having conversa-
tions, whether with parents, school 
staff, or other trusted members of 
the community.  

GUEST COLUMN

Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance 

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

Hope Monson residents
fight for House of Art
To the Editor

I was dismayed when I heard the Monson Select 
Board made the decision to demolish the House of 
Art. No announcement, no warning, no public input. 
It’s sad when town officials so blatantly disregard the 
wishes of the people they’re supposed to represent.

I’ve always regarded the House of Art as a land-
mark, a charming Victorian building, a beacon for the 
arts, not only for Monson, but the entire region. Art 
brings joy and fun to a community. Why does Monson 
wish to take this away from us all?

Do they really need to sacrifice the House of Art 
to widen the entrance to the Fire Department? They 
should instead use that money to make improvements 
on this building and help fund more workshops and 
shows there.

I’m so sick of our town officials blatantly ruining 
our towns, for what? Palmer tore down half its historic 
downtown, allowed a noisy race track on top of a love-
ly mountain ruining life for its neighbors, and would 
have built a casino if we let them get away with it.

I hope the people of Monson show their outrage 
and put a stop to this, not just for Monson, but for all 
of us in surrounding towns who enjoy their art shows 
and activities.

Charlotte Burns
Chestnut Street, Palmer

WE’RE
    ALL
     EARS

Questions?
Comments?
Story Ideas?

Let us know 
how we're 

doing.

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
413.283.8393
www.turley.com

Your opinion is something 
we always want to hear. 

Call or contact us via email
mharrison@turley.com.

Journal Register 
The

A Turley Publications, Inc. Community Newspaper

journalregister.turley.com

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you saw 

their ad in the

Journal Register

ALLIANCE   ❙   page 5



September 28, 2023    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTER PAGE 5

948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, Sept. 30th ~ 8pm-12am

A.S.B.  Classic Rock

Wednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm
Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

Saturday, Oct. 2nd
7pm-11pm

ALLEY KINGS

Upcoming Events

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All Welcome

CLUES ACROSS
1. Outsourcing 

(abbr.)
4. Post
8. German city on 

edge of Black 
Forest

10. “__, but 
goodie”

11. Spiced stew
12. Passionately
13. Monetary units
15. Group of living 

organisms
16. Organic 

compound 
derived from 
ammonia

17. High honors
18. 5-year-olds’ 

classes
21. Swiss river
22. Old woman

23. Cash machine
24. A way to soak
25. Hair product
26. Deride
27. “The Blonde 

Bombshell”
34. Cause to 

become insane
35. Bluish greens
36. Supported with 

money
37. Type of 

equation
38. Court officials
39. Indian god
40. Rids
41. Leak slowly 

through
42. Units of ionizing 

radiation
43. Midway 

between south 
and southeast

CLUES DOWN
1. Native of 

Slovakia
2. Deli meat
3. Fibrous 

substance in 
fungi

4. Cutting
5. Vedder and Van 

Halen
6. Horror comic 

novelist
7. Rulers of Tunis 
9. Shaped like a 

circle
10. Make a pig of 

oneself
12. Aphorism
14. Witness
15. Single Lens 

Reflex
17. Freshwater 

North American 

fish
19. Nautical ropes
20. Leg (slang)
23. Pokes holes in
24. Moved quickly 

on foot
25. Fix-it shops
26. Type of bread
27. Repaired
28. Synthetic 

diamond (abbr.)
29. Type of drug 

(abbr.)
30. German city 

along the Rhine
31. Animal disease
32. Martini 

necessities
33. Get away from
34. Village in Mali
36. Djibouti franc

James 
Cook

vtgunbroker.com

GUNS
WANTED

802-558-9363

GUNS
WANTED

“I come to you” & “buy your guns” right on the spot
I buy all types of firearms and firearm related items

• Pistols • Rifles • Shotguns • Revolvers •
Any age or condition

Fully Licensed to engage in the gun trade

VERMONT GUNBROKER
Licensed Gun Dealer in All New England States

802-558-9363

FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED
Northeast Center for Youth and Families 

is an Intensive Foster Care Agency 
working with children 

who have been abused or neglected. 
NCYF is looking for people to 

open their homes to children who need 
a safe and nurturing home environment.

NCYF Provides:
$1500 sign on bonus
Specialized Training

24 hour on-call support
Weekly Case Manager Support

Weekly Tax Free Stipend up to $1300
Supportive Team Environment

Please call Tony at (413) 575-8545
or Tanya at (413) 588-8831 
with questions or to apply.

QHSUA supporting
mental health

To learn more about the Prevention Needs Assess-
ment Survey, see the Quaboag Hills Substance Use Al-
liance website, www.QHSUA.org.  The 2021 report is 
linked to the home page, and the 2023 report will be 
ready soon.  

The Alliance and Healthy Quaboag are hosting 
a free Youth Mental Health First Aid Training at the 
Palmer Public Library on Oct. 19 from 10:30 a.m.-4 
p.m. Contact Emily to register by emailing ecoderre@
townofware.com. 

Mental Health First Aid is a skills-based train-
ing course for persons who interact a lot with youth 
that teaches participants about mental health and sub-
stance-use issues.  

For youth looking for a way to connect with our 
communities, the Alliance is forming a regional youth 
advisory council. Contact Brandon Milton by emailing 
bmilton@townofware.com.  

Healthy Quaboag is also organizing a Communi-
ty Health Improvement Plan that is addressing mental 
health along with transportation, housing, and access 
to healthcare providers.  If you are interested in par-
ticipating, please contact Arianna Palano by emailing 
apalano@townofware.com.

About QHSUA
The Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance https://

qhsua.org/ (QHSUA); a regional coalition serving lo-
cal communities located in Hampshire, Hampden, and 
Worcester Counties – the towns of Barre, Belcher-
town, Brimfield, Brookfield, Hardwick, Hubbardston, 
Holland, Monson, New Braintree, North Brookfield, 
Oakham, Palmer, Spencer, 
Wales, Ware, Warren and 
West Brookfield. 

Join them by going to 
their Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/QH-
SUA/ or website, www.qh-
sua.org. 

If you or a loved one 
needs help for substance 
abuse, call the statewide 
helpline at 1-800-327-5050 
(TTY: 1-800-439-2370); 
the phoneline is open 24 
hours a day, seven days a 
week; you can also go to the 
website at: https://hub.help-
linema.org/findhelp.  The 
988 Lifeline (call or text) 
provides 24/7, free and con-
fidential support for people 
in distress, prevention and 
crisis resources for you or 
your loved ones, and best 
practices for professionals 
in the United States.

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTOBODY CENTER

www.nescoautobody.com

• All vehicles are sanitized before 
 and after repairs

• Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available 
• Collision Specialists

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

We Handle ALL Insurance Claims
Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines

RS #1688

283-640391 State St.,Bondsville, MA

in Massachusetts in 2021 or 2022, 
according the DPH, and no human or 
animal case of EEE has been detected 
in Massachusetts so far this year.

“A lot of communities through-
out the Pioneer Valley Region expe-
rienced intolerable levels of mosqui-
toes as a result of the record-breaking 
rainfall we had in July,” said Pioneer 
Valley Mosquito Control District Di-
rector John Briggs. 

He added precipitation, includ-
ing snow, has a positive correlation 
with mosquito abundance. 

“The rain increases re-
sources for mosquito larvae, 
resulting in a higher amount 
of adult mosquitoes,” said 
Briggs. 

According to the Sept. 
15 DPH press release, State 
Epidemiologist Dr. Cath-
erine M. Brown said “the 
forecast is for cooler tem-
peratures which will start 
to reduce mosquito activity. 
However, the risk for spread 

of (the) EEE virus from mosquitoes 
to people is still present. Everyone 
in these moderate and high risk areas 
should take the recommended steps to 
prevent mosquito bites.”

While cooler temperatures may 
result in the decrease of the overall 
mosquito population, Briggs said, 
some mosquitoes species are capable 
of surviving winter while in the early 
stages of development, or larval stage. 

These species rely on a perma-
nent source of water to survive. “A 
winter with a lot of snow will likely 
result in more mosquitoes during the 

warmer months due to the amount of 
snowmelt,” said Briggs. 

He said two species that rely on 
a permanent water habitat include 
Culiseta Melanura and Coquillettidia 
Perturbans, “both of which are vec-
tors for Eastern Equine Encephalitis.”

Some recommended steps to pre-
vent mosquito bites include avoiding 
outdoor activities between dusk and 
dawn, applying mosquito repellent, 
wearing clothing that covers the skin 
and draining standing water around 
the home. 

 

trying to keep this language very general. The only 
thing in here where I really even qualified the price 
whatsoever is when I made it its own category, and I 
said that price is important, but it is not the sole qual-
ifying criteria for the project.”

“I feel like what’s been discussed publicly, and 
the route we’re potentially going, are two very differ-
ent things that have different outcomes, potentially, 
for an existing neighborhood,” Councilor Barbara 
Barry said.

Barry described an email the Council had re-
ceived about this RFP, where a resident requested 
discussion about the town retaining the historical 
building.

The Council remained divided on whether to 
stipulate an age limit for the housing development, 
but McNutt was adamant that a consensus be reached 
before the proposal is put out to bid.

“When proposals start to come in, whether we 
have a committee or not, I don’t want to see the 
goalposts moved. I don’t want to see the standards 
change. I just want it to be as clear as day,” McNutt 
said. “I feel like that’s what happened in 2018, I don’t 
think there was a clear plan, and people kept chang-
ing the dynamics.”

McNutt also recommended that a committee be 
formed to work with him to evaluate the proposals, 
although he said that it would be a small committee. 
Overall, McNutt expressed that a priority would be 
to make the proposal as clear as possible, in order 
to make the goals clear and consistent for potential 
developers.

Town Council Vice President Jessica Sizer 
praised the proposal for incorporating information 
about the area and the community. 

“I was thinking maybe if we incorporated the 
goals from our Master Plan and the Housing Produc-
tion Plan into the RFP to really set a scene for the 
bidders, they could have a little bit more background 
information on the community,” Sizer said.

Hebert asked what the benefit was to include in-
formation about the community in the Request for 
Proposal, and Barry said that it would help to make 
bidders interested in investing in the community.

“Considering Converse could probably house 
50-60+ units...if I were a bidder with tens of millions 
of dollars that wanted to invest in a property, I think I 
would want to know a little bit more about the com-
munity and the type of population that would be liv-
ing in these properties,” Sizer said.

“Converse is very central to the downtown area 
and would be good for people who might need a bus 
stop or something like that, so I think incorporating 
that information would be really helpful,” Sizer add-
ed.

Hebert expressed that this sounded like doing 
the developer’s homework for them, but Councilor 
Robert Lavoie said that this will serve to entice de-
velopers.

“The next step is at the Oct. 16 meeting, the 
Council needs to figure out what they want the RFP 
to say in terms of whether we’re doing solely for 55 
and up housing and we’re not going to entertain any 
other proposals,” McNutt said.

The public meeting ended with the Council en-
tering Executive Session.

she said, and that she “clear-
ly voted without knowing this 
building was coming down.” 

Another resident said when 
she reviewed the fire station ren-
ovation project plan, she had “no 
idea when (she) voted to support 
the new fire station (she) was 
voting to tear down the House 
of Art.”

Saving money
Oney said the board be-

lieves their motion “was justified 
and reasonable given that the 
town would save about $200,000 
in rental costs for trailers for 
temporary housing, and the es-
timated costs to bring the Town 
Hall Annex building up to code 
would cost over $250,000.”

Arts Council members and 
residents questioned the expens-
es and needs associated with 
bringing the building up to code. 

Building Commissioner 
Justin Larivee said when the 
building’s use transitioned from 
municipal to assembly use, 
“there was never an architectural 
plan for the building to turn (to) 
assembly (use).”

He said the town would have 
to “go through a whole architec-
tural review of the building,” 
and bring the entire building up 
to ADA compliance, including 
providing access to use of the 
second floor. 

“As of right now the second 
floor is closed because of the 
(unrepaired) fire escape. That 
alone is going to cost you in the 
range of $50,000 to $60,000 to 
restructure it,” said Larivee. 

Other necessary repairs in-
clude an updated smoke detec-
tion system and an access route 
to and from the second floor in 

compliance with ADA. 
Coles questioned if there 

was a monetary threshold that 
would allow the building to con-
tinue operating without meeting 
ADA compliance. 

Larivee said the threshold 
is 30% of the building’s value, 
which is assessed at $186,000.

Administrative Assistant 
Gaylin Bingle said she confirmed 
with assessors that the value of 
the building is $186,000, and the 
cost to replace the building is 
over $350,000 according to the 
property card.

Arts Council needs space
Arts Council President Pe-

ter Barnett said “if the House of 
Art is to be vacated and we are 
to continue our mission for the 
town, we need a place.”

Oney said the board has 
“about six to seven different 
spaces,” it believes could house 
the Arts Council moving for-
ward. 

“The people who own the 
different places are willing to of-
fer different spaces, are willing 
to make modifications; are will-
ing to, basically to some extent, 
tailor to what you need.”

Monson Arts Show Com-
mittee Chairman David Dupuis 
said the current location has “a 
hanging system throughout the 
whole house,” and “wired light-
ing in the ceiling specifically to 
highlight the art.”He said it took 
the council “years to get money 
to do all those things.”

Oney suggested pursuing 
grant money to help redevelop 
those resources at a future loca-
tion. 

Dupuis asked about the 
residents’ opinion regarding the 
look of Main Street after the 
building would be removed, and 

an entrance would be expanded 
for the fire station renovation. 

Oney said she likes the 
Town Annex Building and “re-
ally (doesn’t) want to see a lot 
of additional changes on Main 
Street.”

However, she said “there 
are so many conflicting con-
siderations that we have here, 
including the safety of our fire 
personnel and the residents in 
town, and other travelers on 
Main Street.”

Fire Chief Brian Harris said 
housing the Fire Department in 
the Town Hall Annex building 
until the fire station renovation 
project is complete would save 
the town $205,000 as it would 
eliminate temporary housing 
unit costs, and offer easy trans-
portation of apparatus from the 
current location. 

Wider access road needed
Bingle said the $205,000 

savings will go toward debt ex-
clusion, as voted upon at town 
meeting.

Additionally, the demoli-
tion of the building will allow 
for a wider access road to the 
new station. 

“The current road is 25 
feet at its narrowest point, our 
fire trucks are eight and a half 
feet wide. An ambulance is 
eight feet 10 inches (and) an 
average car or truck is six feet, 
eight inches wide, to eight feet 
wide,” said Harris. “Given that, 
when vehicles continue to park 
in the restricted access lanes on 
both sides (of the driveway), at 
times, if their tires are touching 
the curb, that only leaves six to 
18 inches on either side for our 

trucks to clear at most. There 
have been many near misses 
over the years.”

While the demolition of the 
building will increase parking 
from seven spaces to approxi-
mately 35, Oney said “nobody 
would ever talk about knocking 
that building down just for park-
ing.”

Oney said the board is will-
ing to reconsider the original 
Jan. 1, 2024 vacancy time frame 
for the Monson Arts Council, 
and work collaboratively with 
the Council to help them find a 
permanent location. 

CONVERSE  ❙  from page 1 MONSON  ❙  from page 1

ALLIANCE  ❙  from page 4

EEE  ❙  from page 1

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Select Board member Peter Warren, Vice Chair John Morrell and 
Chair Patricia Oney listen to residents and Monson Art Council 
members as they ask the Board to rescind the Sept. 12 motion. 

Several MAC members came 
before the Board in support of 
rescinding the motion to de-
molish the Town Hall Annex. 

Fire Chief Brian 
Harris is shown 

sharing the 
perspective of the 

Fire Department 
and personnel 
at the Sept. 26 

meeting.
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Evening & Weekend
Appointments Available!

Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS • FULLY INSURED • FAMILY OWNED

Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!

                                   566-2916

HAMPDEN SEPTIC
Time To Get 
Your Septic 
Pumped, 
Call To 

Book Now!
WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

WE’RE STILL TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS!

Veterans Day Salute
The Journal Register ~ November 2, 2023

The Journal Register will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown

by email to dflynn@turley.com or drop off a photo to
The Journal Register, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 16, 2023.

There is no cost to submit a photo. No photos will be 
accepted after deadline. If you would like to use a prior 
submitted photo, please contact before to October 10th.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re-
quested to check 
their advertise-
ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected inser-
tion, nor will be li-
able for any error 
in an advertise-
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver-
tisement.

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Treasures of Egypt – February 29-March 11, 2024
America’s Music Cities, April 14-21, 2024

Reflections of Italy – May 22-32, 2024
Spotlight on Washington, DC – May 23-28, 2024

Iceland: Land of Fire & Ice - July 21-30, 2024
Montana: Exploring Big Sky Country - July 23-August 2, 2024

Shades of Ireland - September 18-27, 2024
Treasures of Turkey - November 2-17, 2024

Fall/Halloween/
Christmas Craft Fair

Saturday Oct. 7, 2023
10AM - 3PM

United Church of Ware
49 Church Street
Ware, MA 01082

Soup & Sandwich
Luncheon 11:30AM - 1PM

Table Runners & Quilts
Stuffed Animals

Fairy Houses
Garden Decor

Table Decorations
Christmas Decorations

Antonina, Lev and Angelika Chemeris stopped by the Scouting booth to check out 
some displays during the open house. 

First-grade teacher Catherine Dineen and teacher’s assistant, Kaylei Nareau, were 
ready to meet OMP families during the event. 

Danielle, Wayne, Amelia, Aubrie and Autumn Gibbs stopped by the library to check out 
some of what the school has to offer. 

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Danielle Bousquet, Michael Boundreau and Braden 
Bruno share a family photo after checking out Braden’s 
classroom.

OMP parent Kayla 
Blueteau and daughter, 
Scarlett, are all smiles 

as they host the Palmer 
Soccer booth. 

Special Education teacher Cassandra Guild and first-grade teacher Lynn Logsdon 
greet OMP families with smiles. 

OMP Assistant Principal Kerry Lynch and teacher, Ashley Konrad, are ready to greet 
OMP families as they explore the school. 

Sebastian Lamourex and Colton, Audrey and Rogan Eames smile for a family photo 
before exploring the preschool wing. 

Old Mill PondOld Mill Pondhosts annual open househosts annual open house
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CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

413-636-5819

ROBIN 
DANE

Cutting and 
Styling

1005 Central St., Palmer, MA

Color & Cut $72 
in a quiet and private atmosphere

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9022

FALL FESTIVITIES at the FARM

Pop-up Beer Garden featuring local brews made 
with local ingredients is every Sat/Sun through 
October. 9/30, 10/1, 10/7, 10/8, 10/14, 10/15, 10/21, 
10/22, 10/28, 10/29.
Halloween Spooktacular featuring live music, 
great food, and local craft beer as part of the New 
Braintree Halloween festivities on 10/28.

Check FarmerMatt.com for details & more events.

Farmer Matt is preparing the farm for your 
favorite fall festivities. From viewing breathtaking 
fall foliage to live music and local craft beer, 
there’s something to do at the farm all fall. So 
mark your calendar. We’ll see you at the farm.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 
Join us

We’ll Match your Savings*

Starts this October.
Improve your 

financial health 
and earn while

your learn. 

Call 
413-497-4407

Quaboag Valley Community Development Corporation
23 West Main Street, Suite 1, Ware, MA 01082 • qvcdc.org

*Up to a certain amount. You must meet income guidelines.
The Quaboag Valley CDC is an equal opportunity employer lender and provider and does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, disability, family/parental status, 
national origin, race, religion, sex, gender identity (including expression), sexual orientation, marital status, income derived from public assistance programs, political 
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation, for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.

Attendees as young 
as infancy were in atten-
dance, introducing OMP 
to the entire family. 

Parents had an oppor-
tunity to familiarize them-
selves with the building 
that their students walk 
almost daily. 

In some areas of the 
building, local organi-
zations such as Palmer 
Soccer and local Scouting 
troops showed off dis-
plays and offered trinkets 
for students. Other tables 
featured drawing activi-
ties and scavenger hunts. 

Families also had 
an opportunity to see the 
student art throughout the 
building. 

OMP 
❙  from page 1

Izabella Shelby is joined by her mom, Katelyn Tyndall, 
and sister, Frankie Letner, for the open house. 

Aubree Harrington is joined by her mom, Melinda Sav-
icki, before making their rounds through the school. 

Lukka and Amber Hastings are shown standing in front 
of some of Lukka’s and his classmates’ school work. 

Chris and Charlotte Wystepek are all smiles as they 
visit some of Charlotte’s teachers. 

Assistant Principal Penny Ann Manteria, Principal Holly-Beth Riopel and Assistant 
Principal Kerry Lynch stand by the entrance of OMP to wish families well after the 
school’s open house event. 

Students Landan Chevalier, Tristan Riel and Jaden Oliveras share a photo with art 
teacher Alissa Breyare. Several student creations are shown on display behind the 
group. 

ESL teachers Karyn Perry and Lisa Newton, smile alongside student Juleirys Felciano.

Stephanie, Maci and Andrew Golas smile as they tour 
Old Mill Pond. 

Several teachers 
organized scavenger 
hunts and interactive 
activities for students 
to engage in during the 
event. 
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CONTESTSend us your Halloween House 
Decoration photos from this year!
We are looking for decor
in 4 categories:

Scariest
People run screaming!

Most Creative
Best use of recycled materials!

Kid Friendly
Kids just want to hang out with you!

Flashy
Lights, lights and more lights!

We will choose a winner in each 
category who will receive a gift 
card from one of our sponsors.

All photos will run in our paper with 
the winners being announced.

Please send all entries to
journalregister@turley.com
labeled halloween contest.

All entries must be
submitted by October 20th.

Include Name, Address & Phone

The Journal Register 

HalloweenHalloween

Apollo 
Restaurant

AmVets Post 74
Boxcar Bricks

Crimmons-Graveline Insurance 
Country Bank 

D & E Farm 
HeBee Pottery 

Hunter Boody from Edward Jones 
J. Stolar Insurance Agency 

Just a Little Craft Store 
LimeLife by Alcone Sue Corjay 
McNamara Waste Services LLC 

Monson Savings Bank 
North Brookfield Bank 

Quaboug Valley Community Development Corp.

Ramadon’s Package Store 
R.M. Nietupski Enterprises 

Rondeau’s Dairy Bar
S.L Marhelewicz, CPA, PC

St. Stanislaus Polish Lyceum 
Surner Heating Co., Inc.

Three Rivers Fire Department 
Tony V. Entertainment 

Triple Creek Aerial Photography 
Turley Publications, Inc.
Wicked Woodworking 

William J. Vigneux, D.M.D.
Zap Electric Inc.

Three RiversThree Rivers
Chamber of CommerceChamber of Commerce
                              Established 1940

Serving the community by promoting the Serving the community by promoting the 
well being of the citizens and businesseswell being of the citizens and businesses

Holiday Harvest Festival
September 30, 2023

10 am - 4 pm
Pathfinder High School

240 Sykes Street
Palmer, MA

     Food, Entertainment, 
Raffles, Games & 
Over 80 Vendors

Sponsored by Three Rivers Chamber of Commerce
This program is supported in part by a grant from The Palmer Cultural Council, 
a local agency which is supprted by the Mass Cultural Council, a state agency

RAFFLES!

Submitted Article

PALMER — The Palmer High 
School Class of 1961 held its 80th 
Birthday Party on Saturday, Sept. 
16.

The Class of ‘61 has held reg-
ular reunions every 5 years since 
graduation. At their 50th reunion 
the class decided to add milestone 
birthdays to their list and the “Birth-
day Reunion” was born.

Not only will they continue 
meeting every five years, but also 
unite for milestone birthdays. 

The birthday reunion tradition 
started with a 70th birthday cele-
bration which was held at the Swift 
River Sportsman’s Club; followed 
by the 75th birthday celebration 
held at the 308 Lakeside Restaurant 
in East Brookfield. 

This year the 80th birthday 
celebration was held at the home 

of Bill & Charlann Griswold in 
Palmer. Classmates were treated to 
a lovely lawn party complete with 
yard games and seating areas per-
fect for visiting with friends.

A fall theme was in full swing 
with corn stalks, hay bales and lots 
of seasonal flowers.

The celebration featured fifties 
music which brought back memo-
ries. Ladies and gentlemen of the 
Class of ‘61 Committee provided a 

wonderful array of food 
and good old fashioned 
soda pop in glass bottles.

Classmates and 
spouses in attendance in-
cluded Pete & Mary (Mc-
glaughlin) Beynor, Carol 
(Nowakowski) Marek, 
John Wegiel, Judy 
(Burns) Murdock, Bernie 
& Mary Dupuis, Loretta 
(LaBonte) Madden, Con-
nie (Dernoga) Pisarski, 
Matt & Phyllis Valley, Pat 
(Lisowski) Libucha (not 
included in group pic-
ture), Tom & Donna Gil-
man, Leslie Bonneville,  
Betty Ann (Sowa) Hal-
gas, John Toton, Ralph 
Robak (not included in 
group picture), Marilynn 
(Hebert) Cole & Terry 
Korzek, Bob Peritz, Dar-
lene (Naglack) Tallman, 
Fran (Sabourin) Ogren, 
Bill & Charlann Gris-
wold, Stanley & Beverly 
(Bradlenski) Soltys, Tony 
& Pat Koziol, Richard & 
Carol (Rondeau) Smith.

This type of gather-
ing takes a village, so a 
great big shout out to the 
following Class of ‘61 
Committee members for 
all their time and help: 
Beverly Soltys, Diane 
Baldina, Pat Libucha, 
Marilynn Cole, Charlann 
Griswold, Darlene Tall-
man, Fran Ogren, & Tony 
& Pat Koziol.

held its 80th Birthday Party
Class of 1961

John Wegiel and Darlene Tallman enjoy a game of 
cornhole.

Phyllis & Matt Valley, Judy Murdock and Bev Soltys 
pose together for a photo.

Bill Griswold gets a hug from classmate Mary Beynor.

Leslie Bonneville, John Wegiel and Bill Griswold chat 
during the celebration.

Darlene Tallman,  Bob Peritz and Phyllis Valley sit togeth-
er during the reunion party.

Darlene Tallman watches as Bev Soltys cuts the cake.

Leslie Bonneville looks over the class scrapbook.

Class of 1961 classmates stand together for a class photo.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER— Pathfinder Tech 
junior forward Evan Costa entered 
last Wednesday’s Tri-County 
League match against the Pioneer 
Valley Chinese Immersion Char-
ter School Dragons with a team-
high five goals.  

Led by Costa, who recorded 
his second hat-trick of the regular 
season, and senior goalie Richie 
Gula, who posted the first shutout 
of his varsity soccer career, the Pi-
oneers posted a 5-0 victory on a 
perfect late summer afternoon.

A year ago, Pathfinder Tech 
swept the season series against 
P.V.C.I.C.S., who are a co-ed team 
this season. Only nine players 
signed up for the Dragons girls’ 
soccer team and those players had 
the opportunity to join the boy’s 
squad.   

Last Wednesday’s victory 
pushed the Pioneers overall and 
league record to 2-1. 

After losing to Athol, 6-3, 
at home in the season opener, 
the Pioneers, who had a couple 
of matches postponed due to the 
weather, got into the win column 
for the first time with a 5-1 win 

over Franklin Tech in another 
home match. Costa recorded his 
first hat-trick of the regular season 
in that contest.   

Costa is also one of the Pio-
neers tri-captains, along with se-
nior Kenny Brouillette, and junior 
Seth Mitchell. 

The Dragons made the bus 
trip to Palmer from Hadley with 
a 3-1 overall and league record. 

Monson battles to draw with Turners
MONSON 

– Last Wednes-
day afternoon, 
Monson boys 
soccer tied visit-
ing Turners Falls 
1-1. The Mus-
tangs followed 
that with a tough 
showing at Cen-
tral, losing 7-1. 
Monson fell to 
1-4-1 for the 
season. Mon-
son next faces 
N o r t h a m p t o n 
on Sept. 28 at 7 
p.m. 

Mustangs stay undefeated
MONSON – Last Fri-

day afternoon, neighboring 
rivals Monson and Palm-
er met on the girls soccer 
pitch, with Monson scoring 
early and often en route to 
a 7-1 win at home. Hannah 
Murphy had a pair of goals 
and Monson also grabbed 
a goal on a penalty kick on 
a rare play where a Palmer 
defender attempted to de-
fend the goal and commit-
ted a hand ball of a shot. 
According to the rules, in 
the occasion that happens, 
if the referee determines the 
player blocking a shot with 
a hand ball would have been 
a goal, that player receives a 
yellow card. Monson would 
lead 5-1 at halftime thanks 
to the penalty kick. Monson 
is a perfect 7-1 while Palm-
er is 3-2-1 this eason.

Shane Szado is pressured. Jake Beaupre chases down the ball. Anthony Tulloch tries to overcome 
an opposing player’s slide block.

Austin Meacham leaps to save a 
goal.

Kyle Beaudry makes his way 
toward the goal.

Monson’s Hannah 
Murphy gets 
plenty of air as she 
knees the ball over 
Palmer’s goalie into 
the net for a goal. Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Kendall Bodak makes a quick move to avoid a defender as she heads up the field.

Chelsea Hull focuses on her dribble. Claire Wahlund makes a no-look pass. Ava Przybycien tries to advance up the field for Palmer Palmer’s Maddy Rathbone tries to stop Hannah 
Murphy’s progress.

Panthers
struggling early

PALMER – The Palmer field hockey team has yet 
to notch a goal this season, but have only played three 
times due to excessive rainouts as well as some games 
postponed due to heat earlier this month. Last Thursday 
afternoon, the Panthers were on the wrong end of a 9-0 
decision against Belchertown. The Panthers were playing 
for the third day in a row as they attempt to catch up on 
their schedule. Palmer looks for its first win on Oct. 2 at 
home against Belchertown at 4 p.m.

Ellie Gelinas backhands the ball as 
she takes over possession.

Camden Kimball sizes up her shot. Greenly Lagimoniere gets 
ready for a long hit.

Brooke Swistak 
holds the ball 
before
passing.

Hannah Roy 
corrals the 

ball.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Pioneers shut out Dragons

Cayden Bousquet charges down 
the field.

SOCCER

SOCCER

PATHFINDER   ❙   page 10
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www.moultoninsurance.com 
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Wilbraham & Monson Academy
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OPEN HOUSE

Tour the campus and learn more about our programs and
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RSVP: www.wma.us/openhouse

They had outscored their first four oppo-
nents, 14-4. 

In the middle of the opening half, 
Costa, who’s a forward, split a pair of 
defenders before firing a low shot into 
the left corner past junior keeper Damian 
Loinaz, who made five saves during the 
first 40 minutes of the match. Freshman 
Owen Pear was credited with the assist.

Pear, along with sophomore Jaieel 

Nevue-Roman, sophomore Adonis 
Dupre, and junior Eliah Jez, attend Palm-
er High School. They’re able to play soc-
cer for the Pathfinder Tech boys’ varsity 
team as part of a co-op. 

A couple of minutes later, Costa 
fired a shot from the top of the box into 
the back of the net giving his team a 2-0 
advantage. The Pioneers second goal 
was assisted by Nevue-Roman.   

The best goal of the entire match 
was scored by junior midfielder Justin 

Davis in the 34th minute. 
He lofted a shot from 
about 25 yards along the 
right sideline. The ball de-
flected off both the cross-
bar and the left post before 
landing into the left corner 
for an unassisted goal.

Three minutes lat-
er, a shot attempt by Pear 
rolled towards the goal 
before it was tapped over 
the line by junior forward 
Talon Clark, who netted 
his first goal of the season. 
Clark scored five goals as a 
freshman. 

Holding a command-
ing 4-0 halftime lead, 
Costa achieved his second 
straight hat-trick with an 
unassisted goal past five 
minutes into the second 
half.

At that point, the only 
remaining question was if 
Gula would be able to cel-
ebrate his first career shut-
out in a varsity match. He 
only had to make one save 
in accomplishing that feat.

Gula took over the 
starting duties from Colin 
Holt, who transferred to 
Hampshire Regional. 

Gula received plenty 
of support from his de-
fense led by junior Ethan 
DeBettencourt, junior 
Zander Auffrey, Mitchell, 
and Brouillette. 

Two days later, Gula 
recorded another shut-
out in a 6-0 road victory 
against St. Mary’s of West-
field.

Five different Path-
finder players scored in 
that contest led by senior 
Riley Sanderson with two 
goals.

Pioneers edged 
by Franklin Tech

PALMER – Last Friday night, Pathfinder foot-
ball was defeated by Franklin Tech 14-7. Pathfinder 
would drop to 1-2 on the season as it gets ready to 
start its Tri-County Conference schedule.

Pathfinder opened the season against Palmer 
with a 33-6 win, but then lost consecutive games 
against Athol and Franklin Tech.

Coming up this weekend, the Pioneers will 
meet Springfield International Charter School for 
the first time. The game will take place at American 
International College in Springfield at 6:30 p.m.

Railers signings 
round out roster

WORCESTER – The Worcester Railers Hock-
ey Club (@RailersHC), proud ECHL (@ECHL) af-
filiate of the New York Islanders  (@NYIslanders), 
and General Manager and Head Coach Jordan La-
vallee-Smotherman announced today that the club 
has signed defenseman Jake Schultz to an ECHL 
contract for the 2023-24 season.

Schultz, 27, signs in Worcester after winning 
the Federal Prospects Hockey League Defenseman 
of the Year award with the Binghamton Black Bears 
during the 2022-23 season. As captain in Bingham-
ton, Schultz recorded 33 points (12G, 21A) in 41 
games played to go with 136 penalty minutes. He 
notched career highs in goals, assists, and points 
last season. The 6’3″, 209lb defenseman suited up 
in five road game for the Worcester Railers in 2022-
23, recording two goals in a weekend series against 
the Newfoundland Growlers.

“Jake brings a toughness and size to our back 
end that we were missing last season,” Laval-
lee-Smotherman said. “We noticed quickly in his 
brief time with us the positive impact he had on our 
locker room, and can’t wait to have him embrace a 
leadership role for us this season.”

The Rochester, NY native has made previous 
stops in the ECHL with the Indy Fuel, Wheeling 
Nailers, and Greenville Swamp Rabbits. In 48 ca-
reer ECHL games, Schultz has recorded seven 
points (5G, 2A) and 127 penalty minutes. This will 
be the seventh season of his professional career.

“I’ll do whatever it takes to earn the trust and 
respect of my teammates.” Schultz said. “After last 
season, I’m hoping to put up some good numbers, 
too. I’m looking to bring that confidence that I had 
with me in Binghamton.”

The Railers have announced twenty-three play-
ers officially signed for the 2023-24 season as Schul-
tz joins Jack Quinlivan, Chris Ordoobadi, Connor 
Welsh, Myles Abbate, Todd Goehring, Ryan Ver-
rier, Andrei Bakanov, John Copeland, Zach White, 
Quinn Ryan, Christian Evers, Brendan Robbins, 
Mike Higgins, Blake Christensen, Blade Jenkins, 
Max Johnson, Nick Fea, Artyom Kulakov, Anthony 
Callin, Keeghan Howdeshell, Adam Goodsir, and 
Anthony Repaci as the twenty-three signees. This 
concludes the Worcester Railers signings ahead of 
the 2023-24 season. The team’s professional tryouts 
& full training camp roster are expected to be an-
nounced next week.

The  Worcester Railers HC 2023-24 Opening 
Weekend  at the DCU Center is Saturday, Oct. 21 
and Sunday, Oct. 22 vs. the Adirondack Thunder and 
Trois-Rivieres Lions. Season memberships,  mini-
plans, and group packages  for the 2023-24 season 
are on sale now by calling the Railers front office at 
508-365-1750 or by visiting RailersHC.com.

Evan Costa
Pathfinder

Costa would notch a hat trick 
during Pathfinder boys soccer’s 
win over PVCIC last week.

To nominate someone for Athlete 
of the Week, contact Managing 
Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli at 
413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send an 
e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com.

Mustangs stay undefeated

Avery Beaudoin fights 
through the middle.

Goalie Aubrey 
Boucher punts 
the ball away.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Addyson Petrashewicz makes quick pass.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Brody Wetnicka fights for possession of the ball.

Justin Davis looks to clear the ball.

Talon Clark chases down the loose ball.

PATHFINDER  ❙  from page 9
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By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – Members of the Warren and West Brookfield boards of selectmen withdrew their request for a forensic audit of the school district at Monday night’s Quaboag Regional School Committee meeting.
Warren Board of Selectmen Chair David Dufresne spoke on behalf of the two boards when he addressed the Committee, saying they had some concerns about the school’s budget. He said meet-ing with former Superintendent Brett Kustigian earlier this year, brought up more concerns. 

School Committee Chair Andrew Schwenker said the Kustigian is no longer there, and that it is the Committee’s respon-sibility to oversee the school bud-get and policy. 
Both Schwenker and Budget Subcommit tee  Chair  Jason Morgan said they have not been contacted by either of the town’s boards, requesting to attend a meeting, or to discuss budget con-cerns. 

Dufresne said they want to work with the School Committee and see “where the money is going.”
“A forensic audit would give us much more detail. We all want to do the right thing here,” Dufresne said. 
By seeking a forensic audit, Schwenker said, the boards are implying the School Committee was involved in waste, fraud, and/or abuse, some of the common reasons for conducting such an audit. 

The school district’s legal counsel, Attorney Russell Dupere, said in his experience forensic audits were usually only conduct-ed when theft was detected. He said the audit would cost tens of thousands of dollars.
The cost of the forensic audit, if approved by the School Committee, would have to be encumbered in the school dis-trict’s budget. 
Dupere, who said he previous-ly served on his town’s school committee, suggested the select-men, Budget Subcommittee 

Request for forensic 
audit withdrawn

Ware 
Fair & Flea

(Turley Publications Photo by Paula Ouimette)

Vendors set up on the lawn of the Ware Center Meeting House this past Saturday for the annual Ware Fair & Flea. This event is the primary 

fundraiser for the Meeting House and ongoing restoration efforts. See more photos on Page 6.

Celebration tea party, 
show and annual 
meeting Oct. 15

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

How we fasten our clothing has certainly changed over the years, from intricate lacing to buttons, to hook and loop, to zippers and snaps. 
But buttons continue to be both useful in fashion, as well as a fun and interesting collectible. 
“Buttons were one of the first recycled items,” button expert and dealer Betty Korostynski of West Springfield said. She has been col-lecting buttons since the 1980s and is a 35-year member of the Massachusetts State Button Society and a member of the Crescent Button Club in Holyoke.

Her interest in buttons was piqued as a child exploring the con-tents of her late grandmother’s but-ton box. Even though Korostynski was only 2 years old when her 

grandmother passed, she heard the stories of how her grandfather would bring home buttons to her from his job at the Strathmore paper compa-ny.

Before old shirts could be used in the process of making paper, the buttons would be removed and sent home with the workers. Korostynski’s grandfather would do just that, and her grandmother would sew them onto pieces of cloth.
Korostynski explained that women in the 1940s did this to store and catalog their buttons for future uses. She still has pieces of fabric adorned with buttons that her grandmother sewed. 
Monson Button Club member Carol Strum, a retired school teach-er, began collecting buttons after a fellow teacher suggested it as an “inexpensive collectible.” 
While this is mostly true of but-ton collecting, avid collectors will tell you there is plenty of money to be spent, especially when seeking rare and hard-to-find pieces.
Buttons can be made from all types of natural materials, including metal, bone, horn, coconuts, sea-shells and wood, as well as man-ufactured materials like celluloid, Lucite – even urea formaldehyde. 

Mass� State Button Society marks 80 years

(Turley Publications Photo 
by Paula Ouimette)Elsie the Borden Cow buttons, made in Leominster, were a favorite for children’s clothing. Elsie hailed from the historic Elm Hill Farm in Brookfield.

By Dallas Gagnon
Correspondent

WARE – Following the trag-ic loss of Robert “Bobby” Hoisington earlier this year, a memorial fund was established in his honor, after 15 years of coaching youth-recreational bas-ketball. 
According to Jeff Kularski, long-term family friend and founder of the Bobby Hoisington Memorial Fund, establishing the foundation in January started with a desire to “honor this guy for all the time he put in.”

Kathy Hoisington, Bobby’s wife, said Kathleen Soltys, who helped run Ware youth basketball for 13 years, and Kularski called Hoisington a few days after Bob’s passing. 
Kathy said they [Soltys and Kularski] told her they “‘came up with this great idea- doing a scholarship fund in Bob’s name.’” 
Though Hoisington explained, 

at the time, her heart was “too broken” she told Soltys and Kularski she would be “honored.”
Hoisington added “after this year Jeff is going to be turning over the whole process to us 

Basketball brings us 
together: honoring ‘Hois’

Main Street 
banners honor 
‘Hometown 
Heroes’ for 
Veterans Day

Staff Report

WARE – With Veterans Days approaching the Downtown Improvement Committee is offering a new way to honor those who have served in the military, by having veter-
ans photos and names on a Hometown Heroes banner.

These  banners  wi l l  be hung from the lampposts that line Main Street, which were installed near the completion of the Downtown Improvement project earlier this year. The lampposts have arms included on their frames, which can be utilized for promotional banners.  
The Downtown Improvement Committee is setting up an annual plan for seasonally themed banners. 
“The banner program was originally funded through a Massachusetts Office of Tour ism procured by the Planning Department to high-

light Ware businesses and com-
pliment the improved downtown infrastructure, particularly the sidewalks and decorative street-
lights,” Town Manager Stuart Beckley said. 

“The overall purpose is to attract visitors and residents. The banners add color, attention and important messages to the downtown in support of busi-
nesses and history,” he said.

The Town of Ware has always recognized the sacri-
fice veterans make, Committee 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

September is national Recovery Month, and members of the Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance met this past Monday to discuss ways to help individuals in recovery, as well as the benefits of a Community Health Improvement Plan.
The CHIP is being managed through the Town of Ware under Emily Coderre, along with Pioneer 

Valley Planning Commission’s Becky Basch and QHSUA’s Gail Gramarossa. 
Using information gathered from Community Health Needs Assessments, which are conducted by hospitals every three years, an advisory committee will look at the priority issues facing the public health of the community. 

Once these priority issues are identified, the CHIP will also develop and implement strategies for action, and establish account-ability to ensure measurable health 

improvement. 
Gramarossa said she expects both substance use and mental health to be priority issues identi-fied in the CHIP.
Baystate Wing Hospital is releasing their CHNA this fall, and data will also be collected from Cooley Dickinson Hospital in Northampton, Harrington Hospital in Southbridge, and Worcester hos-pitals. 

Basch said the CHIP is commu-nity driven and involves multiple sectors and agencies. “Community 

engagement is part of the CHIP process,” she said. 
A kickoff meeting for the CHIP will be held at E2E, 79 Main St., Ware from 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 4. Lunch will be pro-vided.
Basch said all are welcome to attend the meeting and talk about health issues communities are fac-ing. She said they will also use this kickoff to recruit members for the CHIP advisory committee.
For more information about the CHIP or the kickoff meeting, peo-

ple may email ecoderre@townof-ware.com or bbasch@pvpc.org. 

National Night Out
Gramarossa said members of QHSUA attended numerous National Night Out events across their region, including North Brookfield, Monson, Palmer and Ware.
This was North Brookfield’s first year hosting this national event. The Coalition for a Healthy 

CHIP will identify priority health issues; set plan for action

Please see VETERANS, page 2

Please see REQUEST, page 3

Please see HONORING, page 5

Please see BUTTONS, page 11

Please see CHIP, page 9
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WINCHESTER, N.H. – Five 
track champions were crowned last 
Saturday – Nate Wenzel and Michael 
Yeaton both first timers – as Monad-
nock Speedway closed out it 2023 
racing season on Championship Day 
at the high-banked quarter-mile.

Late Model ace Tim Wenzel 
won his crown for the second season 
in row, Louie Maher is now a two-
time king of the Mini Stocks, and 
then there’s Chris Davis. Davis ran 
a conservative race Saturday to wrap 
up his fourth Pure Stock title, those 
along with a Mini Stock champion-
ship to boot.

Cole Littlewood and Geoff Rol-
lins led the swarming 19-car NHS-
TRA Modified field to the green Sat-
urday, with the 100-lapper not only 
deciding the 2023 track champion-
ship, but also contested as the third 
of four NHSTRA Quest For The Cup 
races.

Defending track champ Tyler 
Leary entered Saturday two points 
ahead of Nate Wenzel, while Wenzel 
sat atop the Quest leaderboard. Oth-
ers, including Rollins, were in the 
Quest hunt too, a battle that will be 
decided at Lee.

Leary took the lead from Rol-
lins on lap three but, seven circuits 
later, it was open-wheel rookie Scott 
Zilinski at the point, his mirror soon 
filled by Trevor Bleau’s ride and, just 
behind that, JT Cloutier’s.

Bleau took charge on lap 19 but 
his stay up front was brief, as Clout-
ier had the lead three laps later. In 
front, he’d open a huge lead until a 
lap 43 caution – one of a dozen on 
the afternoon – brought the pack 
back to his bumper, and Zilinski to 
his side.

Getting the jump, Zilinski began 
his second run at the head of the class 
on lap 44, again with some major 
thunder at his back bumper. Wenzel, 
his nostrils filled with the warm aro-
ma of a pending championship, took 
over on lap 74, and he never looked 
back.

When Leary and Zilinski made 
contact in turn three five laps lat-
er, the title chase was over. Clouti-
er, who’d survived an unnecessary 
bouncing off the frontchute wall 
back on lap 59, got back up for sec-
ond on the 80th go-round, then fol-
lowing Wenzel under the checkers to 
conclude his own successful season.

With Wenzel earning his first 
NHSTRA track Modified crown, 
and solidifying his point lead in the 
Quest chase, he joined his young-
er brother, Tim, in celebrating their 
2023 sibling Monadnock champion-
ships With Cloutier strong in second, 
Kimmy Rivet, who earlier this sum-
mer survived a horrific crash, ended 
her summer on the podium with a 
third-place finish.

Rollins, who struggled through 

a largely forgettable Saturday after-
noon, made masterful use of ne few-
er than four trips to the pits to stay 
on the lead lap and finish fourth, 
keeping his Quest hopes alive for the 
series’ finale next month.

Tim Wenzel, as his brother 
Modified hot shoe Nate would do 
later in Saturday’s event, closed out 
his championship summer with an 
exclamation point, romping to his 
track-high sixth victory of the sum-
mer in the Late Model main.

Taking the lead from Andrew 
Brousseau on lap 19, Wenzel nev-
er looked back. Brousseau, though, 
didn’t fare as well. Picked off by a 
lapper with three to go, he finished 
fifth on the day. Hillary Renaud con-
cluded her successful summer in sec-
ond, and Claremont’s Dylan Zullo 
used a last-lap pass to earn the third-
place hardware.

Cameron Sontag rocketed to his 
third win in a row in the Mini Stock 
feature, taking the lead from Louie 
Maher with two laps to go. Maher, 
though, offered little resistance, rid-
ing his runner-up finish to the 2023 
championship. Pat Houle, in his 
strongest run of the summer, came 
home third.

Colton Martin, trading rides for 
the day with Andrea St. Amour, blew 
the field away to win Saturday’s Pure 
Stock feature. Chris Chambers, in St. 
Amour’s team car, was second, and 
Zach Zilinski earned the first of his 
two Championship Day trophies in 
third.

Chris Davis, who’d seen a title 
slip away from him in last year’s 
season finale, stayed clear of trouble 
Saturday, cruising home in fifth to 
add another championship trophy to 
his large collection.

Zach Zilinski wired the Six 
Shooter feature to win his second in 
a row. Steve Miller Jr. stayed glued to 
the 16-year-old pilot’s bumper to fin-
ish second, while Michael Yeaton’s 
third-place run netted him the 2023 
championship.

Markus O’Neil led all the way to 
score his second Young Gun victory 
of the year Saturday. He had four-
time winner Owen Zilinski draped 
all over him for most of the way but 
never faltered en route to victory. 
Addison Brooks came home third.

Oval-tracker Cole Littlewood, 
aboard the family Honda, won Satur-
day’s Spectator Race finale, stealing 
the win out of the last turn from Xan-
der Stillwell.

Last Saturday’s 2023 Champi-
onship Day event concluded Mo-
nadnock Speedway’s 2023 racing 
season. The high-banked speedplant 
will take on a new and improved look 
in the coming weeks, as it receives an 
entirely new racing surface, its first 
since the initial paving was complet-
ed a half-century ago.

Monadnock season 
concludes with 

championship races

WESTFIELD – Framingham 
State’s Jared Martino blocked a 
game-winning field goal attempt in 
the closing seconds as the Rams held 
on for a 9-8 win over Westfield State 
in a Massachusetts State Collegiate 
Athletic Conference football game 
at Bowditch Field in Framingham on 
Saturday afternoon.

Both teams had to grind it out 
in rainy and windy conditions all 
day long, with the Rams taking a 3-0 
lead late into the third quarter before 
Westfield seized the lead on a 22-yard 
Gabriel Fernandez touchdown pass to 
Michael Foley. On the ensuing point 
after try, the Owls came up with a 
two-point conversion when the kick 
attempt resulted in a broken play, and 
holder Owen Thompson was able to 
pitch the ball ahead to Blake Simpson 
in the endzone for the two point con-
version.  Thompson released the ball 
just as he was being brought down 
by the rush to give Westfield an 8-3 
lead with less than a minute left in the 
third quarter.

Westfield had a chance to ex-
tend the lead in the fourth quarter, 
but a fumble gave Framingham pos-
session at their own 5-yard line mid-
way through the fourth quarter. The 
Rams mounted a seven-play, 95-yard 
scoring drive that was fueled by a 
bold 54-yard halfback option pass to 
Manny Lara out of the Framingham 
endzone, and capped by a 3-yard 
TD run from Devaun Ford to bring 
the score to give Framingham a 9-8 
lead.  The two-point conversion failed 

when Westfield State’s Cam Danahy 
dropped Kevin Leal in the backfield 
on the try.

The Owls got the ball back for a 
final scoring try with 3:57 left to play 
after a short punt gave Westfield 1st 
and 10 at their own 42.   Westfield 
worked the ball into scoring posses-
sion with a methodical drive, getting 
a key fourth down conversion on a 
pass to Will Brewster and a pair of 
third down conversions to keep the 
drive alive.

Westfield set up for a 32-yard 
field goal try with seven seconds left, 
that could have won the game, but 
Martino flew in from the right side of 
the formation to block the attempt.

On a day where offense was hard 
to come by, Fernandez finished 12-29 
passing for 162 yards, a touchdown 
and an interception.  Brewster caught 
three balls for 62 yards, and Foley 
added five catches for 54 yards.

Ford led Framingham with 158 
rushing yards on 27 carries, and the 
54-yard pass that keyed the winning 
drive.

Tyler Cooley led Westfield with 
six tackles and a fumble recovery.   
Danahy picked off a pass for the 
Owls.

Westfield is now 0-4 overall and 
0-2 in the MASCAC.  Framingham is 
1-2 overall and 1-1 in the conference.

The Owls will be home next 
Saturday, Sept. 30 to host Mass Mar-
itime as part of Family and Champi-
ons weekend, with a noon kickoff at 
Alumni Field.

Framingham edges
Westfield State Univ. football

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $300/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

BOSTON — Sen. Edward 
J. Markey (D-Mass.) and Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) and 
Rep. Jim McGovern (MA-02) and 
Rep. Richard Neal (MA-01) today 
joined the Healey administration 
in celebrating $108 million from 
the Department of Transporta-
tion, under its Fiscal Year 2022 
Consolidated Rail Infrastructure 
and Safety Improvements grant 
program, for the Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation  to 
build capacity for eventual East-
West passenger train service run-
ning through Boston, Worcester, 
and Western Massachusetts.

Specifically, the project will 
improve railway infrastructure, 
including tracks, signals, grade 
crossings, and bridges along the 
Inland Route Corridor. In ad-
dition, the project will increase 
Amtrak Lake Shore Limited’s ca-
pacity to make daily round trips at 
higher speeds to enhance not only 

travel times but also connections 
between Eastern Massachusetts 
and Upstate New York.

“From Boston to Spring-
field to Pittsfield, railways serve 
as an essential and green mode 
of transportation-connecting our 
commonwealth and our commu-
nities,” said Markey. “I applaud 
the Department of Transportation 
for heeding our calls to provide 
$108 million in federal funding 
so that communities in central 
and western Massachusetts can 
have efficient, safe, and reliable 
rail service. As a member of the 
Senate Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation Committee, I will 
continue to advocate for safer, 
more expansive railway infra-
structure to make sure our Com-
monwealth’s trains stay on track.” 
“I am thrilled we were able to se-
cure this critical funding for cen-
tral and western Massachusetts, 
which will lay the foundation for 

West-East Rail. From day one, we 
said our administration was going 
to compete for an unprecedented 
level of federal funding opportu-
nities, and I’m proud to say we 
are delivering on that promise. We 
thank the Biden-Harris Adminis-
tration for their continued historic 
investments in infrastructure and 
are grateful for the strong part-
nership of our federal delegation 
in promoting public transit and 
advancing priorities for economic 
competitiveness,” said Healey.

“We are grateful to our con-
gressional delegation for helping 
us secure this CRISI funding. 
Working with our elected lead-
ers, municipal officials, Amtrak, 
CSX, and other partners we will 
be launching capital projects on 
this corridor which will have long-
term positive economic impacts 
on the region, which will allow for 
additional corridor capacity, and 
which will decrease travel times 

between station destinations,” said 
Acting Transportation Secretary 
and CEO Monica Tibbits-Nutt.

Markey is a long-time advo-
cate for comprehensive funding 
for the construction of the East-
West passenger train service. In 
February , the Massachusetts 
congressional delegation cele-
brated more than $550 million in 
federal funding through the Fed-
eral Transit Administration pro-
grams in the 2023 fiscal year to 
strengthen public transit across 
the commonwealth. In April 2022,  
Markey and Warren celebrated a 
$537 million investment, through 
then Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act, to provide Massa-
chusetts with critical resources to 
upgrade the MBTA and regional 
transit systems, modernize fleets, 
cars and buses, and improve the 
resiliency of existing transit infra-
structure.

Golf tournament 
to hosted on 

Oct. 16
LUDLOW—The Michael 

J Dias Foundation gears up for 
its 10th annual golf tourna-
ment fundraiser, at the Ludlow 
Country Club on Monday, Oct. 
16. The tournament is spon-
sored by Luso Federal Credit 
Union

The Michael J. Dias Foun-
dation, renowned for its stead-
fast commitment to providing 
sober housing to individuals 
in recovery, has organized 
this event as a cornerstone 
fundraising effort to advance 
its mission further. The tour-
nament will begin with reg-
istration starting at 9:30 a.m., 
followed by an exhilarating 
shotgun start at 11 a.m.

Golf enthusiasts, commu-
nity members, and foundation 
supporters are invited to par-
ticipate in this day of friend-
ly competition. The cost per 
golfer is $150, covering greens 
fees, a golf cart, a delectable 
mid-game lunch, and a cele-
bratory buffet dinner.

Sponsorship opportu-
nities are open to businesses 
and individuals who want to 
make a difference. Sponsors 
will play an integral role in 
supporting the Foundation’s 
crucial work, contributing to 
the well-being and recovery of 
the individuals the Foundation 
serves.

For inquiries and ad-
ditional information, please 
don’t hesitate to contact Isabel 
Martins, reachable via email 
at  imartins@mdiasfoundation.
org  or by phone at 617-429-
0541.

The 10th annual MJD 
Golf Tournament stands as a 
celebration of community and 
a testament to the potent force 
of collective goodwill. 

Registering for the 10th 
annual golf Tournament and 
becoming a valued sponsor 
is just a click away through 
the official registration 
portal:  https://bit.ly/MJD-
GOLF23. We’d like to have all 
sponsors confirmed by Sept. 
27 and golfers registered by 
Oct. 2, in order to plan the best 
day for everyone.    For more 
details about the event, please 
visit the Foundation’s official 
website at www.mdiasfounda-
tion.org.  

MassDOT Amtrak to Develop East-West
Passenger Train Service

WESTFIELD — Westfield 
State University will be hosting 
its annual Government, Crimi-
nal Justice and Non-Profit Ca-
reer Fair on Thursday, Oct. 12, 
from 1 to 3:30 p.m. in the Wood-
ward Center, 395 Western Ave.

The fair offers a convenient 
opportunity for Westfield stu-
dents and residents to network 
with employers and learn what 
it would be like to work for area 
non-profits and government 
agencies.

Representatives from po-
lice departments throughout 
Massachusetts and Connecticut 
and New Hampshire will be 
available to answer questions 
and showcase their agencies to 
prospective employees. Some 
of the registered city and town 
agencies include Amherst, En-

field, CT., Holyoke, Northamp-
ton, and Westfield. Registered 
state police agencies include 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
and New York.

Registered non-profits and 
government agencies include, 
May Institute, Center for Hu-
man Development, Gandara 
Center, Match Education, Peace 
Corps, SeviceNet, Wellpath and 
Massachusetts Executive Office 
of Public Safety and Security.

The job fair is free and 
open to the public. Parking is 
available in the South Lot off 
Western Avenue. Shuttle service 
will run continually throughout 
the event. 

For more information, con-
tact the Career Center at West-
field State University, 413-572-
5206.

Westfield State Univ. 
to host job fair

NAMI Western MA 
looking for new 
board members

HOLYOKE— There is a 
growing need to help those who 
live with mental health con-
ditions and their loved ones. 
NAMI Western Massachusetts 
is seeking individuals interest-
ed in joining our Board of Di-
rectors. NAMI Western Mass 
is an affiliate of NAMI Mass. 
NAMI-WM and its dedicat-
ed volunteers, members, and 
leaders work tirelessly to raise 
awareness and provide essen-
tial education, advocacy, and 
support programs for people in 
our community living with men-
tal health conditions and their 
loved ones. For more informa-
tion please email information@
namiwm.org or call the NAMI 
office at 413-786-9139.

Everglades Ecology, 
Wildlife, and Birds
 
SPRINGFIELD -- On Monday, Oct. 

2 at 7 p.m. the Allen Bird Club of Spring-
field, MA will host the presentation, “The 
Everglades: Before and After” in the Tol-
man Auditorium of the Springfield Sci-
ence Museum, 21 Edwards St., Spring-
field.

In this program, presenter Tom 
Tyning will describe the Everglades’ re-
markable mix of physical and biological 
aspects as well efforts to restore the natu-
ral flow and quality of water to Everglades 
National Park, where a remarkable mix 
of subtropical organisms exists. Tyning, 
who is an environmental scientist, teach-
er, birder, and herpetologist, will describe 
the history and ecological importance of 
this enormous “river of grass” and the ar-
ea’s other amazing natural wonders.

The Allen Bird Club is a nonprof-
it organization that has been bringing 
Greater Springfield area birders together 
since 1912. This presentation is open to 
the public free of charge.
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DEATH  NOTICES

O B I T U A R I E S

PALMER—Evelyn C. 
Banach (Bisnette), 98, passed 
away September 19, 2023, at 
her daughters’ home.  Born in 
Belchertown on October 18, 
1924, she was the daughter of 
Clarence and Bertha (William-
son) Bisnette.  Evelyn grew up in 
Belchertown on her family farm 
and enjoyed farming with her 
father, milking cows and horse-
back riding.  At the age of 18, she 
moved to Palmer.  For over 25 
years, Evelyn worked as a ma-
chine operator at Tambrands in 
Three Rivers, MA. In her leisure, 
she enjoyed bingo and going to 
clam bakes along with traveling 

with her sister, Gert 
and cousin, Carol.  Her 
travels took her to Eu-
rope along with more 
local destinations with 
the Senior Center bus 
trips.  In 1983, she was 
predeceased by her 
husband of 37 years, 
Frank, and her memo-
ry will be cherished by 
her daughters, Diane Dubuque 
with whom she lived, and Char-
lene Czech and her husband 
Norman of Three Rivers.  Evelyn 
also leaves five grandchildren, 
William, Jason, Erick, Frank 
and Jillian along with seven 

great grandchildren.  
She was predeceased 
by her 9 siblings, and 
son-in-law, William 
Dubuque.  Services 
were Saturday, Sep-
tember 23 from 9:30-
11 a.m. at the Beers & 
Story Palmer Funeral 
Home. Burial will 
follow in St. Thomas 

Cemetery.  In lieu of flowers, 
please consider donations to the 
Palmer Food Share, 39 Walnut 
St, Palmer, MA 01069.  Please 
visit www.beersandstory.com

Evelyn C. Banach (Bisnette)

Police/Fire
  Police Logs

  Fire Logs

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

SCHOOL VAN DRIVERS
Monson - Palmer $19.50/hr. 

WE WILL TRAIN & LICENSE YOU 
FOR SCHOOL START! 

Paid sick time, Paid FMLA, 
Paid holidays.

Work the school schedule, 
split shifts. 

JP MCCARTHY BUS
email jobs@mccarthybus.com

text or call 413-544-8737

MONSON/BRIMFIELD- 
Robert Stanley Dix was born 
to Gordon and Marya Dix of 
Springfield, MA on April 20, 
1933.

The family moved from 
White Street, to a home they 
constructed by hand in East 
Longmeadow. Avid gardeners, 
the Dix family instilled a love of 
the outdoors and horticulture in 
Robert, who entered and won his 
first of many competitions at age 
fifteen.

Upon graduation, Robert 
served as a military police officer 
at Fort Dix, New Jersey during 
the Korean war. Following the 
war, he attended the Horticultur-
al Science Stockbridge School of 
Agriculture, UMASS Amherst.  

Bob owned the Monson 
Flower Shop from 1959 until he 
retired in 2016 and relocated to 
Brimfield.

Known for his “Bob Dix 
humor,” one could not think of 
Bob or step into the flower shop 
without recalling his dry wit, 

often accompanied by 
a downward glance, 
shake of the head and 
warm smile. Bob had 
a love of trout fish-
ing and antique cars 
including his favorite 
Zephyr.  He collected 
antiques and enjoyed 
camping with his 
family throughout the 
New England Countryside.

Bob was predeceased by 
his sister June Smith and his 
granddaughter Lauren Michelle 
Selens.

Bob is lovingly remem-
bered by his wife of 56 years, 
Marcia Dix, as well as daugh-
ters Darlynne Dix of South 
Yarmouth, and Pam Gaffney 
of Brentwood, TN. He leaves 
behind grandchildren Rachael 
Clough and husband Ryan, 
Elizabeth Selens, Trenton Gaff-
ney and Marlaina Gaffney, 
great grandchildren Nolan and 
Weston Clough, nephews Doug 
Smith and his wife Pam, as well 

as Glenn Smith and 
his wife Gail. Bob 
also leaves grand-
nephew Ethan Smith 
and grandniece Eliza 
Smith.

For those who 
wish to honor the 
florist with flowers, 
his protege, Becky 
Shea of Monson Flo-

rist would willingly assist with 
fondest appreciation by creating 
arrangements for his services. 
(413-544-5509)

Friends are asked to gather 
directly at First Church of Mon-
son at 5 High Street in Monson 
on Saturday September 30, 2023 
for a Funeral Service at 10am. 
Burial will follow at Hillside 
Cemetery in Monson. 

Lombard Funeral Home has 
been entrusted with the arrange-
ments. For online condolences 
please visit www.lombardfuner-
alhome.com

Robert S. Dix, 1933-2023

Anthony Sasur, a gentle-
man who comported himself 
with grace, dignity, and style, 
passed away peacefully at Bay-
state Wing Hospital on Sept. 21, 
2023 at the age of 80. Born Nov. 
17, 1942 in Palmer, he was the 
son of the late Joseph and Stel-
la (Makowiec) Sasur. He lived 
his whole life in Three Rivers, 
where he loved taking his dai-
ly walks around the neighbor-
hood. He graduated from Palmer 
High School, class of 1961, and 
received a Bachelor’s Degree 
in business management from 
WNEC. He served in the Air 
Force during the Vietnam War, 
as an Airman First Class in the 
417th Tactical Fighter Squadron, 

stationed at Ramstein 
Air Force Base in 
Germany, from 1964-
1968. After the war, 
he worked for Na-
tional Grid as a Field 
Engineer for 40 yrs., 
retiring in 2004. He 
was predeceased by 
his parents, Joseph 
and Stella, his sister, 
Helen Haluch, and 2 babies, An-
drea and Mark. He is survived 
by his wife of 54 years, Cheryll 
(Bean) Sasur, his daughter, Mi-
chele Cooney and husband John 
of Union, ME, son Paul and wife 
Kelley, of Three Rivers, MA; 
his grandchildren, Derek and 
his wife, Sophia-Lynn, Cole, 

Madeleine, Noah, 
Carlie, and Liam; his 
great-grandchildren, 
Ellison and Evan. Tony 
will be greatly missed 
by many close friends 
in the community that 
he enjoyed chatting 
with during his walks. 
There will be a private 
graveside service for 

the family. In lieu of flowers, 
donations in Tony’s name may 
be made to the National Kid-
ney Foundation. Motyka Funer-
al Home, 2186 Main St., Three 
Rivers, MA 01080, is in charge 
of arrangements.

Anthony Sasur, 1942-2023

Banach (Bisnette), 
Evelyn C.

Died September 19, 2023
Funeral

September 23, 2023

Dix, Robert Stanley
Services

September 30, 2023

Sasur, Anthony
September 21, 2023

Services private

Adeline M. Herlihy
September 24th 2023

Services Tuesday, Oct. 3
Beers & Story Belchertown 

Funeral Home

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

Palmer 
The Palmer Police Department 

reported 434 incidents on its logs 
for Sept. 12-Sept. 18.

Sept. 12
At 10:12 a.m. police arrested 

Crystaline Soto, 34, of 1282.5 S. 
Main St., Palmer on a warrant. No 
other details were provided. 

At 11:14 a.m. police responded 
to an accident on Belanger Street 
with property damage.

Sept. 13
At 12:14 p.m. police responded 

to a hit and run accident on S. Main 
Street. 

Sept. 14 
At 7:03 a.m. police responded 

to an accident with property dam-
age on Ware Street.

At 7:09 a.m. police responded 
to an accident with property dam-
age on State Street.

At 5:50 p.m. police pulled over 
and issued a summons to Chelsea 
Ann Lopes, 24, of 128 S. High St., 
Bondsville on charges of unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehicle and no 
inspection sticker. 

At 6:52 police responded to an 
accident with personal injury on the 
Mass Turn Pike at mile marker 65.6.

Sept. 15
At 5:31 p.m. police respond-

ed to an accident with property 
damage on Mass Turn Pike at mile 
marker 66.8.

Sept. 16
At 3:03 a.m. police pulled over 

and arrested Isiah M. Hill, 26, of 
8 OFF Lariviere St., Three Rivers 

on charges of OUI liquor, negli-
gent operation of a motor vehicle, 
marked lanes violation, defective 
license plate light, failure to stop 
for police and speeding 60MPH in 
a 30MPH zone. 

At 10:44 police responded to 
an accident involving a pedestrian 
at the corner of N. Main Street and 
Shearer Street. 

At 5:08 p.m. police received 
sex offender registration. 

At 5:10 p.m. police received 
sex offender registration. 

At 6:47 p.m. police responded 
to assist another police department 
on I-90 resulting in the summons 
of Brett Aaron Boisse, 32, of Pom-
fret Street, Putnam, CT, on charges 
of failure to stop for police, negli-
gent operation of a motor vehicle, 
marked lanes violation, unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehicle and 
speeding 80+ in a posted 25MPH 
zone. 

Sept. 17
At 5:10 p.m. police arrested 

Barry J. Cavanaugh, 61, of 128 
Springfield St., Three Rivers, on a 
charge of violating a harassment 
prevention order and unlicensed op-
eration of a motor vehicle. 

Sept. 18
At 1:54 p.m. police responded 

to an accident with personal injury 
on Old Warren Road. Lisa C. Odell, 
25, of 338 Grafton St., Chicopee 
received a summons for OUI drugs 
and negligent operation of a motor 
vehicle. 

At 4:27 p.m. police received 
sex offender registration.

At 4:28 p.m. police received 

sex offender registration.
At 7:36 p.m. police responded 

to an accident with property dam-
age on Boston Road.

Monson
The Monson Police Depart-

ment reported 202 incidents on its 
logs for Sept. 17- Sept. 23.

Sept. 17 
At 8:57 p.m. police pulled over 

and summonsed a juvenile,17, on 
charges of speeding rate greater 
than was reasonable and proper, 
negligent operation of a motor vehi-
cle, open container of Marijuana in 
vehicle and possession with intent 
to distribute a class D substance. 

At 10:45 p.m. Alexander James 
Golden received a summons for fail 
to drive in the right lane, negligent 
operation of motor vehicle, posses-
sion of a firearm without an FID 
card and possession of ammunition 
without an FID card.

Sept.21
At 9:19 a.m. police arrested 

Joshua W. Meskill, 39, of 58 Mar-
garet St, Monson on a warrant. No 
other details were provided. 

Sept. 22
At 3:02 police pulled over and 

arrested Vicki Finnegan, 61, of 181 
Palmer Road, Monson on charges 
of OUI liquor and open container of 
alcohol in the motor vehicle.

Bondsville
For the period Sept 12-18, 

Bondsville fire responded to 4 calls.
On Tuesday, Sept. 12 at 11:47 

p.m., the department responded to 
State Street for the good intent call.  
The department returned to service 
at 11:58 p.m.

On Wednesday, Sept. 13 at 6:12 
p.m., the department responded mu-
tual aid to Babcock Tavern Road in 
Ware for wires down and burning.   
The department returned to service 
at 7:48 p.m.

On Wednesday, Sept. 13 at 7:26 
p.m., the department was notified of 
a medical incident on Main Street. 

Palmer Ambulance handled the call 
and the department returned to ser-
vice at 7:30 p.m.

On Wednesday,  Sept. 13 at 
10:09 p.m., the department re-
sponded mutual aid to Old Belcher-
town Road in Ware for a fire in a 
residence.  The department returned 
to service at 10:27 p.m.

 

Three Rivers
The Three Rivers Fire Depart-

ment responded to four calls for the 
week of Sept. 18-25.

On Monday, Sept. 18 at 9:12 
a.m. the Department assisted EMS 

on Palmer Street. The Department 
returned to service at 9:27 a.m.

At 8:46 p.m. the Department 
responded to a medical alarm acti-
vation on Chudy Street, returning to 
service at 8:54 p.m.  

On Tuesday, Sept. 19 at 3:39 
p.m. the Department had a canceled 
call to Bennet Street, returning to 
service at 3:39 p.m.

On Friday, Sept. 22 at 1:32 
p.m. the Department responded to a 
CO detector activation on Mountain 
View, returning to service at 1:43 
p.m. 

WASHINGTON— Sen. Ed-
ward J. Markey (D-Mass.), chair 
of the Senate Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions Subcommittee 
on Primary Health and Retirement 
Security and a member of the U.S. 
Commission on Combating Syn-
thetic Opioid Trafficking, and Sen. 
Manchin (D-W.Va.) raised concerns 
over the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration using enriched enroll-
ment randomized withdrawal  stud-
ies. EERW studies have been used 
to investigate opioid treatment op-
tions for patients with chronic pain 
but carry the risk of biasing out-
comes in favor of opioid approvals. 
The ongoing opioid epidemic which 
has claimed the lives of more than a 
quarter of a million Americans due 
to prescription opioid overdoses, 
was fueled in part by pharmaceuti-
cal companies and consulting firms 
intentionally misleading consumers 

and regulators into believing that 
these addictive drugs were safe, by 
employing suspect research practic-
es like EERW.

From members of Congress to 
medical experts and researchers, 
concerns have been raised about 
the safety and validity of EERW 
studies. According to an FDA-com-
missioned report, EERW studies 
underestimate opioids’ adverse 
impacts. In April, members of the 
FDA’s Anesthetic and Analgesic 
Drug Products Advisory Committee 
criticized EERW studies for their 
potential risk of harming participat-
ing patients by introducing opioid 
use to patients who were previously 
not using opioids, prescribing and 
maintaining opioid doses at their 
highest tolerance level, and then 
abruptly stopping opioid use, which 
can induce withdrawal.

In their letter to the FDA, the 

senators wrote, “The potential harm 
of EERW studies is avoidable. Ac-
cording to the FDA’s report, EERW 
study designs are limited in their 
ability to inform results more gen-
eralizable to a broader population 
and, particularly with drugs such 
as opioid analgesics that are widely 
used and have a wide range of pub-
lic health impacts, are less informa-
tive than other trial designs. Other 
studies have already evaluated pro-
longed opioid use without biasing 
the outcome or exposing patients to 
risk.”

In July,  Markey applauded 
the inclusion of his bipartisan and 
bicameral Department of Defense 
Overdose Data Act as part of the 
National Defense Authorization Act 
to record military overdoses, pro-
tect service members, and military 
families living with substance use 
disorder. 

Senators write letter to FDA

WILBRAHAM – Knitters and 
crocheters, get out your needles and 
patterns and make pink scarves for 
Rays of Hope!

“Rays of Hope is an annual 
walk in October for breast cancer 
survivors and their families, head-
ed by Baystate Hospital. The pink 
scarf project provides scarves for 

the breast cancer survivors who are 
walking,” said Assistant Director 
Mary Bell. “We had over 85 scarves 
donated last year, and we’d love to 
have even more this year.”

Any pattern can be used, but 
the scarves must be primarily pink. 
A box will be in the library to accept 
donations through Oct. 14. 

The 2023 Rays of Hope walk 
will be Sunday, Oct. 22. More in-
formation can be found at baystate-
health.org/raysofhope.

For more information on do-
nating scarves, please call the Wil-
braham Public Library at 413-596-
6141.

Pink Scarves for Rays of Hope at the Wilbraham Public Library
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TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your 
Professional And Educational Goals

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at 
the Palmer Public 
Library, here to 
help you meet your 
educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

Contact Us
For More Information

413-283-2329
email: info@topfloorlearning.org

TUTORS 
NEEDED

For English Language Learners, 
HiSet Tutors:

English, Writing & Math

TUTORING AVAILABLE –
Meet your professional 
& educational needs.

English Language learning, 
HiSet preparation, 
Resume writing.

Call to ask about our next 
Computer Security class
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School 
Committee 
discusses 
enrollment, 
upcoming 
fundraisers

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – Last week, the 
town’s School Committee held its 
final meeting ahead of the schools 
opening.

The meeting opened with Su-
perintendent Cheryl Clarke updat-
ing the Committee about the New 
Student Barbecue, as well as the 
starting dates for different grades. 
She then announced that school 
representatives will have a booth 
at two events this month, including 
Lights of Hope on Sunday, Sept. 10, 
and Safety Night Out on Thursday, 
Sept. 14, to provide information 
about the schools.

Additionally, Clarke spoke 
about the annual bus tour.

“It was a beautiful afternoon 
and evening,” she said. “We had 40 
of our staff, administrators, counsel-
ors, support staff, all different units 
were there, and we loaded up 250 
bags of school supplies onto buses.”

Clarke described the three des-
tinations of the tour, stopping at 
Adams Hometown Market, where 
she said the parking lot was full, 
then going to River Hollow, and 
concluding the tour at Westview 
Creamery, which Clarke described 
as “mobbed.”

“I want to thank all of the staff 
members who joined me on the 
bus tour and all of the families and 
friends who came out,” Clarke said. 
“It was really a great event.”

Clarke also thanked Katherine 
Watts and the teachers involved in 
the Summer Acceleration Academy, 
which concluded on Friday with a 
celebration.

“It was really a big success,” 
Clarke said. “We’re hoping that it’ll 
show some gains for our kids.”

Clarke updated the Committee 
on McCarthy Transportation taking 
over the van division, saying that—
with the exceptions of people retir-
ing or moving out of the district—
employees were largely retained, 
“so it will be the same familiar fac-
es...driving your children for their 
van transportation.”

“So far the vans have netted the 
town $74,000,” Clarke said, adding 
that “about $30,000 worth of equip-
ment went to the Highway Depart-
ment, and we anticipate another 
$100,000 for the additional vans 
that will be sold that will also go 
into the town general fund.”

Clarke then updated the Com-
mittee on this year’s enrollment.

“We have enrolled 29 new 
students over the summer,” Clarke 
said, adding that this is up by three 
students from last year.

Clarke said that, although num-
bers are low compared to some pre-
vious years, the number of students 
going out of the district to other 
schools is nearly equal to the num-
ber of students from other districts 
who come into Monson via school 
choice.

The president of the Parent 
Teacher Student Association, De-
nise Newland, approached the 
Committee to remind the public of 
their upcoming elections, and that 
meetings are on the first Wednes-
day of the month from 6:30-7 p.m. 
at Quarry Hill School and will be 
streamed for people who cannot at-
tend in person.

“We have some good activi-

The meeting took place 
at the Wilbraham Police 
Department 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM -- Quorums of 
five Select Boards and Town Councils 
came together on Aug. 29 for a re-
gional government meeting discussing 
varying topics affecting the region. 

The quorums included the Wil-
braham Select Board, Hampden Select 

Board, Longmeadow Select Board, 
Monson Select Board and the East 
Longmeadow Town Council. 

Additionally, Bruce Adams and 
Cheryl Spinks from State Rep. Angelo 
Puppolo’s office (D-Springfield) were 
in attendance. 

Other state legislators were unable 
to attend. 

Regional Dispatch
Regional Communications Di-

rector at Central Dispatch, Anthony 
Gentile, explained how Wilbraham and 
Hampden merged three years ago and 

Select Boards and Councils gather for regional meeting

By Michael Harrison
Correspondent

PALMER — Not everyone in 
town has complaints about their 
municipal water, but many do, de-
scribing what comes out of their 
taps as “swampy,” “dirty” and 
“pond scum” – to cite just a few of 
the adjectives used in various on-
line posts.

Depending on where residents 
live, water is provided either from 
private wells or one of four wa-
ter districts: Palmer, Bondsville, 
Thorndike and Three Rivers. Each 
is its own municipality and has a 

fire department serving the town 
and its villages. Complaints over 
water quality encompass all of 
them.

“We never get sick of com-
plaints,” said Larry Jasak, chair-
man of the Palmer Water District 
Board of Commissioners. “We like 
to hear them so we know there’s a 
problem. We want to address peo-
ple’s concerns. When people call 
us we address the issues.”

Customers will have an oppor-
tunity to air their complaints for 
the record at the next Palmer Wa-
ter District meeting scheduled for 
Wednesday, Sept. 14, at 4:15 p.m., 

at the district’s office at 10 Walnut 
St.

He can’t speak for other dis-
tricts, but Jasak said he believes 
complaints are few in proportion 
to the number of customers his 
district serves, and that most issues 
are due to normal maintenance 
like flushing lines and hydrants. 
Excessive rain can also disrupt the 
system, causing tap water to run 
brown with sediment when initial-
ly turned on.

Jasak also said required waW-
Wer quality tests show his dis-
trict’s water consistently meets or 
exceeds standards. The reports are 

available on the town’s website.
Recently, he said, “we had a 

perfect storm with excessive rain 
and then a big fire on Wilbraham 
Street that took a lot of water out of 
the hydrants.”

Some customers said they 
think the problem is more complex.

King Street resident Joshua 
Menard said his water runs brown 
24/7, and he has resorted to using a 
reverse osmosis filter that catches a 
thick collection of sediment daily.

“I’ve never called the water 
department,” Menard said, though 
he did register a complaint with the 
state.

“I just change the sediment fil-
ter often. I know they say it’s from 
flushing the pipes, but this is a fair-
ly new phenomenon that’s been 
happening ever since they dug up 
the road near CVS,” Menard said, 
referring to repair work that was 
needed to fix a sinkhole that devel-
oped after a water main leak last 
year.

“That’s when I noticed a big 
change in how often the sediment 
filter gets completely contaminat-
ed,” he said. “Without the filter, it’s 
brown almost daily.” Menard said 

Water quality draws a flood of complaints
PALMER

Palmer
receives 
$1.35M
CDBG grant

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER –Palmer has re-
ceived a Community Development 
Block Grant in the amount of $1.35 
million and intends to repair and re-
place infrastructure on Maple Street 
and create a project design for Ma-
ple Terrace. 

According to Town Manag-
er Ryan McNutt the grant was 
achieved through a collaborative ef-
fort among town departments such 
as the Three Rivers’ Water District 
and Palmer’s Community Develop-
ment Department.  

“The plan is to use the funds to 
repair and replace water lines, sew-
er lines and sidewalks in the Maple 
Street and Maple Terrace neighbor-
hood of Three Rivers,” said McNutt. 

Community Development Di-
rector John Latour said the grant 
will fund the selected neighborhood 
as part of a two-part project, with 
Maple Street being the first priority, 
and Maple Terrace being the sec-
ond. 

According to Latour, the Com-
munity Development Department is 
completing a procurement package 
at this time. 

Latour said he believes the pro-
curement package will be complet-
ed within the next couple of months, 
with hopes to have a contractor by 
spring, and an engineer for the proj-
ect within the next two months. 

“We are in the very early stag-
es. We just received the award noti-
fications and there are a lot of things 
you have to do to move forward 
with putting the package together,” 
said Latour. 

He said $1, 077, 215 of the 
grant has been budgeted for the de-
sign and infrastructure of the Maple 

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
A wide shot of quorums 
of the Wilbraham Select 
Board, Hampden Select 
Board, East Longmeadow 
Town Council, Longmeadow 
Select Board, Monson 
Select Board and Ludlow 
Select Board and two 
representatives from State 
Rep. Angelo Puppolo’s 
office (D-Springfield) 
discussing issues affecting 
the region during the Aug. 
29 Regional Government 
Meeting at the Wilbraham 
Police Department. 

COMMUNITYAll smiles for first day

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon 

First-grader Lucas Fontaine waves as he enters the building for his first day back to class.

Fourth-graders Nina Rossetti and best friend, Christabel Tumusiime, 
hold hands and smile as they reunite at OMP. 

Ellie Bergeron smiles as she makes her way into the school. Please see 
more photos on page 8.
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Calendar of Events
E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

The Journal Register encourages read-
ers to contact event coordinators and or-
ganizers for updated event times. Have an 
event to promote? Email the information (in 
sentence form and as a Word doc or plain 
email text please – to journalregister@tur-
ley.com.

COMING SOON
POLISH SUPPER on Saturday, Oct. 

14, at Monson-Glendale United Method-
ist Church, 162 Main St., Time 4:30 - 6:30 
p.m. Dining on the premises is back.  Take-
out orders are available.    Limited quanti-
ties, so reservations are recommended, the 
deadline for ordering is Oct. 12. Call 413-
267-5207 to place your order.    Meal in-
cludes Golombki (stuffed cabbage), Piero-
gi, Kielbasa, Sauerkraut, Pickled Beets, 
Rye Bread, and Apple Crisp. Price is $20 
for adults and $9 for children.

OPEN HOUSE Come visit the Keep 
Homestead Museum on 35 Ely Road in 
Monson, on Sunday, Oct. 1, 1-3:30 p.m. 
There will be a short program “Buttons in 
the Barn” at 1:30 p.m. for visitors of all ages 

to learn about the wide variety of materials, 
including shell, metal and glass, used in the 
manufacture of buttons. After the program, 
visitors are invited to explore a large assort-
ment of buttons to create their own unique 
button display. All materials will be provid-
ed for free. Admission to the program and 
museum is free, however donations will be 
accepted. For more information about the 
museum visit www.keephomesteadmuse-
um.org. 

JIMMY FUND WALK: Registration 
is now open for the 2023 Boston Marathon 
Jimmy Fund Walk Scheduled for Sunday, 
Oct. 1. Proceeds from the event support all 
forms of adult and pediatric patient care 
and cancer research at one of the nation’s 
premier cancer centers, Dana-Farber Can-
cer Institute. All four routes will culminate 
at the Jimmy Fund Walk Finish Line in the 
Fenway neighborhood. If walkers want to 
participate a bit closer to home, the Jimmy 
Fund Walk has flexible opportunities, in-
cluding virtually. Register as an individual 
walker, team member or start a team at Jim-
myFundWalk.org or by calling 866-531-
9255. 

INTERESTS 
CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2-4 p.m. 

daily at the Holland Public Library, 23 Stur-
bridge Road to learn or practice different 
crafts. There are new crafts every Wednes-
day. For more information, call 413-245-
3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Lo-
cated at 35 Ely Rd., Monson, nature trails 
are open daily until dusk for hiking, snow-
shoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail 
maps can be found in the parking lot. The 
Phillips Sculpture Garden is open year-
round (handouts in box on one of the sign-
posts). For more information call 413-267-
4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.
org or visit keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS 
GUILD: Members meet at 1 p.m. on the 
first and third Thursdays of the month in the 
Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Riv-
ers. The Guild is a no-pressure group with 
varying degrees of accomplishments, from 
novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. 
Dues are $55 a year. For more information, 
contact Barbara Beaulieu at 267-4044 or 

Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Follow 
them on Facebook for more.

ONGOING
BINGO IS BACK at Amvets Post 74, 

2150 Main St., Three Rivers, on Mondays. 
The kitchen opens at 4:30 p.m. Early Bird 
starts at 6:25 p.m. Call the Post at 413-283-
4518 for further information.

FARMER’S MARKETS: The Brim-
field Farmers Market at Hitchcock Acade-
my is a fun place to find cool, unique prod-
ucts, plants and seasonal produce every 
Saturday while you meet your neighbors 
and support Hitchcock and local businesses. 

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. 
and/or 6:30-8:30 p.m., every Thursday at 
the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St, Mon-
son. Rose’s line dancing classes include 
absolute beginners and beginners, and par-
ticipants get to dance to all types of music. 
$10 per class. Please wear comfortable 
footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the sec-
ond Tuesday of every month at Top Floor 
Learning (third floor of the Palmer Library 
at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and open to the 
public. Play available board and card games 
or bring your own. Must be 16 or older 
unless accompanied by an adult. No Reg-
istration Required – just show up! Ques-
tions? Call 283-2329, or 283-3691, or email 
palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN 
FOR WINTER SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Thursday-Monday. The center is located on 
Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range 
State Park. DCR Interpretive staff will be 
available for visitors. Coming in January, 
programs will also be offered to highlight 
the Range’s special nature in winter, see the 
park web site for details. 

QI GONG: 6 p.m., every Tuesday night 
at Memorial Hall with Randy Emerson. 
Free, no registration. Presented by Monson 
Parks & Rec and the Monson Free Library, 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WEST SPRINGFIELD – When the Big 
E comes to town, it highlights the opportuni-
ty of getting to know the businesses in your 
communities. 

Food and beverages are by far the most 
consumed products at the Eastern States Ex-
position (known as the Big E) as many local 
restaurants, breweries, farms and culinary 
artists offered up their work to thousands of 
people.

Inside the Massachusetts State Building 
on the Big E grounds was Common Ground 
Ciderworks of North Brookfield. The brewery 
set the stage providing delicious refreshments 
including cider and wine along with branded 
apparel showcasing the uniqueness of their 
brand. 

Not only does Common Ground brew 
multiple flavors of cider, but it also brews selt-
zer, wine and beer. In addition, the Common 
Ground Brewery located at 31 East Brook-
field Road also offers coffee. 

Throughout their time at the Big E, Com-
mon Ground has gotten a lot of positive re-
ception as Cindy Larson, owner of both Com-
mon Ground and Hitchcock Tavern in West 
Brookfield expressed the uniqueness of their 
local flair.

“It’s a neighborhood thing,” said Larson 
referring to the community based brewery 
that appreciates and supports everything lo-
cal.

Having a popular selection of handcraft-
ed hard cider, the one that stands out the most 
to the customers is the Apple Danish Hard 
Cider. 

Enjoying their second year at the Big E, 
Common Ground Ciderworks has a lot lined 
up in the fall. On Saturday, Sept. 30, Com-
mon Ground will be hosting the Friends of the 

North Brookfield Town House’s Octoberfest 
fundraiser. 

For Halloween themed fun, the brewery 
will be having a Spook Walk at the end of Oc-
tober. 

Common Ground Ciderworks also sup-
ports local organizations including the Mi-
chael Pecha Cancer Fund. 

Common Ground Ciderworks can be fol-
lowed on Facebook and on Instagram or by 
calling 508-637-1059. A new website is in the 
making for the local brewery. 

For a good meal while wandering the 
grounds of the Big E, a family-owned food 
truck, Macken’s Specialty Sliders was the place 
to go. Based in Southwick, Macken’s Sliders 
offer specialty sliders from beef, pork, chick-
en and 
v e g e -
t a r i a n 
o p -
tions. 

Their food truck travels to various lo-
cations, including cities such as Springfield, 
Hartford, Connecticut and other locations in 
western Massachusetts. James Macken was 
running the food truck as they appeared at the 
Big E for their third year. 

Macken and his family established the 
food truck business in 2016 and was motivat-
ed by a family celebration. The view of ev-
eryone’s enjoyment while cooking on the grill 
sparked an idea in Macken’s mind.

“I thought, how amazing would it be if I 
could make this into my career,” said Macken.

Keeping it local, Macken’s Sliders work 
with local suppliers to get their delicious 
burgers and their meats are 100% natural. The 
most common sites to spot Macken’s Sliders 
are local breweries, festivals, parties, and cor-
porate and private catering events. 

The headliner of their menu was the 
legendary Bacon Waffle Cheeseburger. In-
gredients include 100% all beef, applewood 
smoked bacon, topped with cheddar cheese 
between two Belgian waffles with sugar 
baked into the waffles. The burger was so 
popular it received an award for the number 
one new food to try at the Big E in 2021. 

A portion of the proceeds from sales of 
Macken’s Sliders merchandise is donated to 
Cystinosis Research. Macken’s Sliders also 
offer discounts to active members of the mili-
tary, police and fire departments. 

To learn more about Macken’s Sliders, 
visit them at www.mackenssliders.com or call 
413-273-7271. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

Common Ground Ciderworks of North Brook-
field is featured in the Massachusetts State 
Building at the Big E, offering craft cider and 
more. 

Local businesses add flavor to the Big E

 PALMER— The Baystate Health 
Blood Donation team will host a blood 
drive at Baystate Wing Hospital on 
Wednesday, Oct. 4, from 8:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Additionally, Blood Drives are 
held every other month, the next blood 
drive at Baystate Wing Hospital will 
be held on Wednesday, Dec. 6.

Blood donations take approxi-
mately one hour to complete, includ-
ing the interview, donation, and re-
freshments. To donate blood, donors 
must be at least 17 years old; weigh at 
least 110 pounds have a photo ID; be in 
good health (no colds, or sore throat); 
and have not donated blood within the 
past eight weeks.

In appreciation, all eligible donors 
will receive a $10.00 gift card or a Big 

E ticket while supplies last. 
For more information or to book 

an appointment to donate blood please 
call the Blood Donor Center at 413-
794-4600. Please be sure to note Bay-
state Wing Hospital as the location 
where you would like to make your 
donation when you make your ap-
pointment.

Why is there a constant need for 
blood donations and why are they so 
important? Blood donations can be 
lifesaving for many people facing 
health conditions or problems that 
might require a transfusion, some of 
these reasons may include cancer, 
trauma or injuries, operations, blood 
disorders, pregnancy, and birth.

 Mobile blood donation 
team is coming to Palmer

STURBRIDGE— Join the Joshua 
Hyde Public Library on Thursday, Oct. 
4 at 6:30 p.m. at Avellino/The Duck, 
502 Main St. Read any banned book 
and come to discuss it in a laid-back 
and relaxing atmosphere. Food and 
drink will be available for purchase. 
Registration is recommended. Books 
are available on display at the library.

From the American Library As-
sociation, Banned Books Week cele-
brates the freedom to read and spot-
lights current and historical attempts to 
censor books in libraries and schools. 
The theme for Banned Books Week 
2023 is “Let Freedom Read.” When 
we ban books, we’re closing off read-
ers to people, places, and perspectives. 
But when we stand up for stories, we 

unleash the power that lies inside ev-
ery book. We liberate the array of voic-
es that need to be heard and the scenes 
that need to be seen.

ALA’s Office for Intellectual 
Freedom documented 1,269 demands 
to censor library books and resourc-
es in 2022, the highest number of at-
tempted book bans since ALA began 
compiling data about censorship in 
libraries more than 20 years ago. The 
unparalleled number of reported book 
challenges in 2022 nearly doubles the 
729 book challenges reported in 2021. 
Of the record 2,571 unique titles tar-
geted for censorship, most were by or 
about LGBTQIA+ persons and Black, 
Indigenous, and people of color.

JHPL celebrates banned books
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

!!!!!SEASONED!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MISCELLANEOUS
NAPOLEON GAS FIREPLACE. 
Runs on natural gas or propane. 42” 
wide. Comes complete except for ex-
haust pipe. Beautiful. Like new con-
dition. Asking $700. Call 413-627-
3905.

3/4x3-1/4 SELECT ASHE HARD-
WOOD FLOORING. Originally 
priced @ $3.15 sqft., 507 sq. ft. Call 
413-627-3905.

TAG SALE
Multi-Family Tag Sale
Saturday, September 30
 and Sunday, October 1

9:00 am to 3:00 pm
339 Old Warren Road,

 Palmer, MA

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-
rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

EXPERIENCED FORKLIFT OP-
ERATOR WANTED at busy reload 
located in South Barre. Full-time posi-
tion with benefits. Pay based on expe-
rience.  Please call 978-355-4477 to 
schedule an interview.

EXPERIENCED OFFICE AS-
SISTANT WANTED AT BUSY 
RELOAD LOCATED IN SOUTH 
BARRE Shipping and receiving ex-
perience and QuickBooks knowledge 
preferred. Full-time position with ben-
efits. Please call 978-355-4477 to 
schedule an interview.

P/T ASST. ADULT SERVICES 
LIBRARIAN The Town of Wilbra-
ham seeks qualified applicants to fill 
a Part-Time Assistant Adult Services 
Librarian vacancy. For application and 
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov.  Open until 
filled. EOE

TOWN OF PALMER
DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS

The Town of Palmer DPW is seeking 
contractors for snow removal for the 
upcoming winter season. If interested, 
contracts are available on the town 
website under Public Works or at the 
DPW office. Completed contracts with 
a copy of the necessary insurance can 
be delivered to the DPW office located 
at 1015 Bridge St. Palmer. Rates have 
been increased for fiscal year 2024 and 
will be effective on 11/01/23. Please call 
our office at (413) 283-2615 for our 
most recent rate schedule.

YARD LABORER WANTED AT 
BUSY RELOAD LOCATED IN 
SOUTH BARRE This individual will 
be responsible for providing support 
to Equipment operators and the shop 
supervisor in the yard. Mechanical 
experience a plus but not required. 
Please call 
978-355-4477 to schedule an inter-
view.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES HELP WANTED REAL ESTATEHELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Town of Monson 
Planning Board

LEGAL NOTICE
In accordance with MGL 

Chapter 40A the Monson 
Planning Board will hold 
a Public Hearing Tuesday, 
October 17, 2023, at 7:10 
PM in the Select Board 
meeting room at the Town 
Administration Building,110 
Main Street, Monson. The 
applicant is seeking a Special 
Permit for a Common Access 
Driveway as provided by 
Section 6.21 of the Monson 
Zoning Bylaws.  The prop-
erties are located at 25 
Bradway Road, Map 018, 
Parcel 003F and 27 Bradway 
road Map 018, Parcel 003G 
Zoned Rural Residential. 
Both properties are held in 
common ownership, owned 
by Julyvette Rodriguez and 
Xavier Cody. A copy of the 
plan is available for viewing 
in the Planning Board office 
during regular office hoursx

Craig Sweitzer, Chairman
Monson Planning Board

09/28, 10/05/2023

TOWN OF WALES
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
In  accordance  wi th 

the provisions of MGL Ch 

40A §10 &§11, the Wales 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
will hold a public hearing 
on October 11, 2023, at 
the Wales Senior Center at 
5:30 p.m. on the application 
of Jane Duggan regarding 
the property at 125 Union 
Rd. in Wales. The applicant 
is requesting that the ZBA 
grant a special permit for 
the construction/installation 
of a 12x28 shed. Any per-
son interested and wishing to 
be heard on this application 
should refer to October 11th, 
2023 agenda on the Zoning 
Board of Appeals page on 
the town website (www.
townofwales.net) under zon-
ing board agenda for the 
above date. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please 
email planning@townof-
wales.net
09/21, 928/2023

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE 
By virtue and in exe-

cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by 
Steven Bisson to Beneficial 
Massachusetts Inc., dated 
May 25, 2007 and record-
ed in the Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 

16720, Page 270, of which 
mortgage the undersigned 
is the present holder, by 
assignment from: Beneficial 
Massachusetts Inc. to DLJ 
Mortgage Capital, Inc., 
recorded on June 7, 2018, 
in Book No. 22207, at Page 
61 DLJ Mortgage Capital, 
Inc. to U.S. Bank National 
Association, not in its indi-
vidual capacity but solely 
as indenture trustee, for the 
holders of the CIM Trust 
2021-R2, Mortgage-Backed 
Notes, Series 2021-R2, 
recorded on June 21, 2023, 
in Book No. 25049, at Page 
121 for breach of the condi-
tions of said mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclos-
ing, the same will be sold 
at Public Auction at 4:00 
PM on October 16, 2023, 
on the mortgaged premises 
located at 24 Halfway Lane, 
Holland, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, all and singu-
lar the premises described in 
said mortgage, 

T O  W I T :  T H E 
LAND IN HOLLAND,  
HAMPDEN COUNTY, 
M A S S A C H U S E T T S , 
WITH THE BUILDINGS 
THEREON, SITUATED 
ON THE WESTERLY SIDE 
OF HALFWAY LANE, 
BEING LOTS 615, 616 
AND 617 ON PLAN OF 

MASSACONNET SHORES 
BY SMITH & WALLEN 
ENGRS. DATED JUNE 
1947 AND FILED WITH 
H A M P D E N  C O U N T Y 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, 
BOOK OF PLANS 26, 
PAGE 100, TOGETHER 
BOUNDED AS FOLLOWS: 

NORTHERLY BY LOT 
614 ON SAID PLAN 100 
FEET; 

E A S T E R L Y  B Y 
HALFWAY LANE 120 
FEET; 

SOUTHERLY BY LOT 
618 ON SAID PLAN 100 
FEET; 

AND WESTERLY BY 
LOT 671, 670 AND 669 ON 
SAID PLAN 120 FEET. 

TOGETHER WITH ALL 
RIGHTS APPURTENANTS 
T H E R E T O  I N  T H E 
STREETS, WAYS AND 
B E AC H E S  I N  S A I D 
MASSACONNET SHORE 
DEVELOPMENT, ANO 
SUBJECT TO RIGHTS TO 
MAINTAIN UTILITIES IN 
SAID STREETS, WAYS 
AND BEACHES, AND 
TD CROSS THE LOTS 
W I T H  T E L E P H O N E 
OR ELECTRIC WIRES 
FROM POLES LOCATED 
THEREON.  SUBJECT 
T O  R E S T R I C T I O N S 
O F  R E C O R D , 
P A R T I C U L A R L Y 

T H O S E  S E T  F O RT H 
O R  R E F E R R E D  T O 
I N  D E E D  F R O M 
AMERICAN PROPERTIES 
CORPORATION DATED 
AUGUST 19, 1948 AND 
R E C O R D E D  W I T H 
SAID REGISTRY OF 
DEEDS,  BOOK 1954, 
PAGE 481 .  SUBJECT 
TO RESTRICTIONS OF 
RECORD, IF SAME ARE 
IN FORCE AND EFFECT, 
AS RECORDED WITH 
H A M P D E N  C O U N T Y 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS IN 
BOOK 9566, PAGE 48. 

For  mor tgagor’s (s ’ ) 
title see deed recorded with 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 13346, Page 
60. 

These premises will be 
sold and conveyed subject 
to and with the benefit of all 
rights, rights of way, restric-
tions, easements, covenants, 
liens or claims in the nature 
of liens, improvements, pub-
lic assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax 
liens, water and sewer liens 
and any other municipal 
assessments or liens or exist-
ing encumbrances of record 
which are in force and are 
applicable, having priority 
over said mortgage, wheth-
er or not reference to such 
restrictions, easements, 

improvements, l iens or 
encumbrances is made in the 
deed. 

TERMS OF SALE: A 
deposit of Five Thousand 
($5,000.00) Dollars by cer-
tified or bank check will be 
required to be paid by the 
purchaser at the time and 
place of sale. The balance 
is to be paid by certified or 
bank check at Harmon Law 
Offices, P.C., 150 California 
St., Newton, Massachusetts 
02458, or by mail to P.O. 
Box  610389 ,  Newton 
Highlands, Massachusetts 
02461-0389, within thirty 
(30) days from the date of 
sale. Deed will be provided 
to purchaser for recording 
upon receipt in full of the 
purchase price. The descrip-
tion of the premises con-
tained in said mortgage shall 
control in the event of an 
error in this publication. 

Other terms, if any, to 
be announced at the sale. 

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
A S S O C I AT I O N ,  N OT 
IN ITS INDIVIDUAL 
CAPACITY BUT SOLELY 
A S  I N D E N T U R E 
TRUSTEE,  FOR THE 
H O L D E R S  O F  T H E 
CIM TRUST 2021-R2, 
MORTGAGE-BACKED 
NOTES, SERIES 2021-R2 

Present holder of said 

mortgage 
By its Attorneys, 

HARMON LAW OFFICES, 
P.C. 

150 California St. 
Newton, MA 02458 

(617)558-0500 23689 
09/14, 09/21, 09/28/2023

TOWN OF PALMER
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
T h e  P a l m e r  To w n 

Council will hold a Public 
H e a r i n g  o n  M o n d a y 
October 16, 2023, at the 
Palmer Town Building, 
4 4 1 7  M a i n  S t r e e t 
(Thorndike), Palmer, MA 
at 6:30pm. That the Town 
appropriate the amount 
of two mill ion dollars 
($2,000,000) for the purpose 
of paying costs of designing 
and reconstructing waste-
water treatment plant roof 
and four pump house roofs. 
Anyone interested in being 
heard should appear at the 
time and place so designated. 
Palmer Town Council.
09/28, 10/05/2023

TOWN OF PALMER
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING

T h e  P a l m e r  Tow n 
Council will hold a public 
hearing Monday, October 
16, 2023, at the Palmer 
Town Building, 4417 Main 
Street, Thorndike, Palmer, 
MA at 6:30pm. Amending 
t h e  P a l m e r  Z o n i n g 
Ordinance Article XXIV, 
Section 171-124 Marijuana 
E s t a b l i s h m e n t s  a n d 
Registered Dispensaries to 
raise the number from three 
allowed to operate to four. 
Anyone interested in being 
heard should appear at the 
time and place so designated.
09/28/2023

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Viewpoints
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$28/HR PART TIME- UNBENEFITTED
SUPPORT STAFF

The Quabbin Health District, a MGL Chapter 111, Section 27A District comprised 
of the towns of Belchertown, Pelham, and Ware is accepting applications for an 

18 hour/week part time, un-benefitted, Support Staff Position 
to support Quabbin Health District staff in administrative duties, 

projects, and assisting in health inspections to promote and protect the 
public health of it’s residents in the Quabbin Health District. 

Occasionally required to attend local board of health meetings, 
work evenings and weekends.  

Minimum qualifications include a high School Education. Associate degree; 
or Bachelor’s degree in science, public health or related field preferred.  

Must possess and maintain a valid driver’s license.  
We train on the job for all inspectional related work!

For a full job description please visit http://quabbinhealthdistrict.com
for more information, or to apply for the position please send request or 

resume with cover letter to Administrative Assistant, Betty Barlow.  

Email to bbarlow@townofware.com 
or mail to 

Quabbin Health District ATTN: Betty Barlow; 126 Main Street, Ware MA, 01082.

Job Opening
Three Rivers Fire and Water District

Full Time Fire Chief Position Available

Interested Candidates 
Should Submit A Letter of Interest

To The Three Rivers Prudential Committee

Note – A complete list of requirements 
as well as salary and benefits is available to 

interested applicants who submit a letter of interest 
to the Three Rivers Prudential Committee 

at the following

TRFDprudential@gmail.com

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Holiday” in the subject line of your email.

Send Us YourSend Us Your
Holiday EventHoliday Event
InformationInformation

Turley Publications 
will print 

your holiday 
calendar listings
FREE OF CHARGE 

in our 
Holiday Dazzler 

Supplement which 
publishes Nov. 15th.

Deadline for submissions isDeadline for submissions is
October 16thOctober 16th

Community 
Holiday Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.

MORTGAGEE’S 
NOTICE OF SALE OF 

REAL ESTATE 
By virtue and in exe-

cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a cer-
tain Mortgage given by 
Nickolas J. DiGregorio, Sr. 
aka Nicholas J. DiGregorio 
Sr. to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for EquiFirst 
Corporation, its successors 
and assigns, dated August 
21, 2006, and recorded 
with the Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds at Book 
16144, Page 324, subse-
quently assigned to U.S. 
Bank National Association 
as Trustee RAMP 2006EFC2 
by Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for EquiFirst 
Corporation, its successors 
and assigns by assignment 
recorded in said Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds at 
Book 18764, Page 555 for 
breach of the conditions of 
said Mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing same 
will be sold at Public Auction 
at 1:00 PM on October 5, 
2023, at 1477 Dunhamtown-
Br imfie ld  Road  a /k / a 
1477 Dunhamtown Road, 
Brimfield, MA, all and sin-
gular the premises described 
in said Mortgage, to wit: The 
land on the easterly side of 
Dunhamtown-Brimfie ld 
Road in Brimfield, Hampden 
County, Massachusetts, 
known and designated as 
Lot 3A as shown on a plan 
entitled “Plan of Land in 
Brimfield, Mass surveyed 
for Nickolas J. DiGregorio, 
Jr. and Owned by Nickolas 
J. DiGregorio, Sr.” dated 
November 30, 2004, said 
plan being recorded with 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds, Plan Book 335, Page 
69, which plan is incorporat-
ed by reference herein and to 
which plan reference may be 
had for further description. 
The premises are to be sold 
subject to and with the ben-
efit of all easements, restric-
tions, encroachments, build-
ing and zoning laws, liens, 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, water 
bills, municipal liens and 
assessments, rights of tenants 
and parties in possession, and 
attorney’s fees and costs. 

TERMS OF SALE: 
A  d e p o s i t  o f  F I V E 
THOUSAND DOLLARS 
AND 00 CENTS ($5,000.00) 
in the form of a certified 
check, bank treasurer’s 

check or money order will 
be required to be delivered 
at or before the time the bid 
is offered. The successful 
bidder will be required to 
execute a Foreclosure Sale 
Agreement immediately 
after the close of the bidding. 
The balance of the purchase 
price shall be paid within 
thirty (30) days from the sale 
date in the form of a certi-
fied check, bank treasurer’s 
check or other check satis-
factory to Mortgagee’s attor-
ney. The Mortgagee reserves 
the right to bid at the sale, 
to reject any and all bids, 
to continue the sale and to 
amend the terms of the sale 
by written or oral announce-
ment made before or during 
the foreclosure sale. If the 
sale is set aside for any rea-
son, the Purchaser at the 
sale shall be entitled only to 
a return of the deposit paid. 
The purchaser shall have no 
further recourse against the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee 
or the Mortgagee’s attor-
ney. The description of the 
premises contained in said 
mortgage shall control in the 
event of an error in this pub-
lication. T

TIME WILL BE OF THE 
ESSENCE. Other terms, if 
any, to be announced at the 
sale. 

U.S.  Bank National 
Association, as Trustee, for 
Residential Asset Mortgage 
Products, Inc., Mortgage 
Asset-Backed Pass-Through 
Certificates, Series 2006- 
EFC2 Present Holder of said 
Mortgage, 

By Its Attorneys, 
ORLANS PC 

PO Box 540540 
Waltham, MA 02454 

Phone: (781) 790-7800 
21-003151 

09/14, 09/21, 09/28/2023

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
Premises:  

11 Christine Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069

By virtue and in exe-
cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Randall 
E Paxton to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, 
as nominee for First Federal 
Savings Bank of Boston, 
and now held by U.S. Bank 

National Association, said 
mortgage dated September 
12, 2014 and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 20424, Page 
171, as affected by a Loan 
Modification dated June 7, 
2016 and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 21287, Page 
50; as affected by a Affidavit 
dated March 2, 2023 and 
recorded in the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 24927, Page 586; 
said mortgage was assigned 
from Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
as Nominee for First Federal 
Savings Bank of Boston 
to U.S. Bank National 
Association by assignment 
dated September 18, 2015 
and recorded with said 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
20876, Page 399; for breach 
of the conditions in said 
mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same will 
be sold at Public Auction on 
November 7, 2023 at 01:00 
PM Local Time upon the 
premises, all and singular the 
premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit: 

The following real prop-
erty situate on the Southerly 
side of proposed street, 
known as “Christine Street” 
Town of Palmer, Hampden 
County,  Massachusetts, 
bounded and described as 
follows:

Beginning at an iron 
pipe which is located S. 
78 degrees 06 minutes E. 
a distance of four hundred 
thirty-six (436) feet from 
an iron pin in the Easterly 
line of Flynt Road and at 
the Northwesterly corner 
of land formerly of Albert 
L’Heureux, now believed to 
be of Stephen Stoneberger, 
all as shown on “Plan of 
Land in Palmer, Mass. owned 
by Charles T. Carter, dated 
August, 1957, Theodore P. 
Drazek, R.L.S.” recorded 
with the Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds, Book of 
Plans 70, Page 28; thence

running S. 78 degrees 06 
minutes E. a distance of one 
hundred fifty (150) feet to an 
iron pin; thence turning and

running N. 18 degrees 54 
minutes E one hundred fifty 
and no/100 (150) feet to an 
iron pin in the Southerly ter-
minus of a proposed street 
known as “Christine Street” 
thence turning and

running N. 78 degrees 
06 minutes W along the line 

of said proposed street one 
hundred fifty and no/100 
(150.00) feet to an iron pin; 
thence turning and

running S. 18 degrees 
54 minutes W. along land of 
Charles Carter et al one hun-
dred fifty and no/100 (150) 
feet, more or less to the place 
of beginning.

Together with the right in 
common with the Grantors 
and other, to use the pro-
posed street, as shown on 
said plan for all purposes of 
travel.

Bing the same prem-
ises conveyed to Randall 
E. Paxton from Nathan 
J. Smith, Jr. by deed dated 
9/12/2014 and recorded on 
9/12/2014 in the Register of 
Deed for Hampden County, 
Massachusetts in Deed 
Instrument 42258 Deed 
Book: 20424, Page: 168

Also  known as:  11 
Chr is t ine  S t . ,  Palmer, 
Massachusetts 01069

The description of the 
property contained in the 
mortgage shall control in the 
event of a typographical error 
in this publication. 

For Mortgagor’s Title 
see deed dated September 
12, 2014 and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 20424, Page 
168.

TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and 
conveyed subject to all liens, 
encumbrances, unpaid taxes, 
tax titles, municipal liens and 
assessments, if any, which 
take precedence over the said 
mortgage above described.

F I V E  T H O U S A N D 
($5,000.00) Dollars of the 
purchase price must be paid 
in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check 
at the time and place of the 
sale by the purchaser.  The 
balance of the purchase price 
shall be paid in cash, certi-
fied check, bank treasurer’s 
or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date 
of sale.

Other terms to be 
announced at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
1080 Main Street, Suite 200

Pawtucket, RI 02860
Attorney for U.S. Bank 

National Association
Present Holder of the 

Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 

09/21, 09/28, 10/05/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P1959EA
Estate of:

Jeffrey Allan Robinson
Also Known As:

Jeffrey A Robinson
Date of Death: 01/27/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wil l  with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 

filed by Nancy J Robinson 
of Monson, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Nancy J Robinson of 
Monson, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in unsupervised administra-
tion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
10/18/2023.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to 
the estate, including the 
distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: September 20, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/28/2023

MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE 
OF SALE OF 

REAL ESTATE 
By virtue and in exe-

cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
Mortgage given by Bridget 
K. Sloan and Joseph C. 
Sloan to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for The Federal 
Savings Bank, its succes-
sors and assigns, dated 
November 16, 2018 and 
recorded with the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds at 
Book 22449, Page 172, sub-
sequently assigned to U.S. 
Bank National Association 
by Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for The Federal 
Savings Bank, its successors 
and assigns by assignment 
recorded in said Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds at 
Book 23042, Page 332 for 

breach of the conditions of 
said Mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing same 
will be sold at Public Auction 
at 2:00 PM on October 
5, 2023 at 92 Wales Road, 
Brimfield, MA, all and sin-
gular the premises described 
in said Mortgage, to wit: 

The land with buildings 
thereon in BRIMFIELD, 
H a m p d e n  C o u n t y , 
Massachusetts, being further 
bounded and described as 
follows: 

The land being shown 
as Lot 4 on the wester-
ly side of Wales Road, 
Brimfield, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, on sheet 1 of 
2 on a plan entitled “PLAN 
OF LAND, BRIMFIELD, 
MA, PREPARED FOR: 
JEFFREY L. PAULIN”, 
dated March 26, 2004, drawn 
by Fancy Land Surveying, 
3 Hastings Road, Spencer, 
MA and recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book of Plans 
333, Page 53 and Book of 
Plans 333, Page 54. Said 
Lot 4 containing 1.532 acres 
(66,750 +/- square feet) 
according to said plan. For 
title reference see Deed Book 
22449, Page 128. 

The premises are to be 
sold subject to and with the 
benefit of all easements, 
restrictions, encroachments, 
building and zoning laws, 
liens, unpaid taxes, tax titles, 
water bills, municipal liens 
and assessments, rights of 
tenants and parties in posses-
sion, and attorney’s fees and 
costs. 

TERMS OF SALE: 
A  d e p o s i t  o f  F I V E 
THOUSAND DOLLARS 
AND 00 CENTS ($5,000.00) 
in the form of a certified 
check, bank treasurer’s 
check or money order will 
be required to be delivered 
at or before the time the bid 
is offered. The successful 
bidder will be required to 
execute a Foreclosure Sale 
Agreement immediately 
after the close of the bidding. 
The balance of the purchase 
price shall be paid within 
thirty (30) days from the sale 
date in the form of a certi-
fied check, bank treasurer’s 
check or other check satis-
factory to Mortgagee’s attor-
ney. The Mortgagee reserves 
the right to bid at the sale, 
to reject any and all bids, 
to continue the sale and to 
amend the terms of the sale 
by written or oral announce-
ment made before or during 
the foreclosure sale. If the 
sale is set aside for any rea-
son, the Purchaser at the 
sale shall be entitled only to 
a return of the deposit paid. 
The purchaser shall have no 
further recourse against the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee 
or the Mortgagee’s attor-
ney. The description of the 
premises contained in said 
mortgage shall control in the 
event of an error in this pub-
lication.TIME WILL BE OF 
THE ESSENCE. 

Other terms, if any, to 
be announced at the sale. 

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION 

Present Holder of said 
Mortgage, 

By Its Attorneys, 

ORLANS PC 
PO Box 540540 

Waltham, MA 02454 
Phone: (781) 790-7800 

22-003513 
09/14, 09/21, 09/28/2023

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue of and in 

execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by 
Dennis E. Wentworth, Jr. 
to Bank of America, N.A., 
dated February 26, 2010 
and recorded in Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 18203, Page 169 
(the “Mortgage”) of which 
mortgage U.S. Bank Trust 
National Association, not in 
its individual capacity but 
solely as owner trustee for 
RCF 2 Acquisition Trust 
is the present holder by 
Assignment from Bank of 
America, N.A. to U.S. Bank 
Trust National Association, 
not in its Individual Capacity 
but Solely as Owner Trustee 
for RCF 2 Acquisition 
Trust dated December 23, 
2022 and recorded at said 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
24876, Page 264, for breach 
of conditions of said mort-
gage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing the same, the 
mortgaged premises located 
at 37 Wales Road, Holland, 
MA 01521 will be sold at a 
Public Auction at 12:00 PM 
on October 26, 2023, at the 
mortgaged premises, more 
particularly described below, 
all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, 
to wit:

The land in Holland, 
H a m p d e n  C o u n t y , 
Massachusetts, with the 
buildings thereon, situat-
ed on the southerly side of 
Wales Road, more particular-
ly bounded and described as 
follows:

BEGINNING at  the 
northwesterly corner thereof 
at an iron pin on the south-
erly line of Wales Road dis-
tant 138 feet easterly of a 
stake and stones marking the 
northwesterly corner of land 
now or formerly of Elmer 
R. Daigle et ux, at the inter-
section of Wales Road and 
Bennett Lane;

THENCE easterly along 
the southerly line of Wales 
Road, 110 feet to an iron pin 
at said Daigle land;

THENCE by said Daigle 

land: southerly at right 
angles to the southerly line 
of Wales Road 200 feet to an 
iron pin; westerly on a line 
parallel to the southerly line 
of Wales Road 110 feet to an 
iron pin; and northerly 200 
feet to the point of beginning.

Being the same premises 
conveyed to the Mortgagor 
by Deed of Michael R. Ray 
and recorded immediately 
prior hereto.

For mortgagor’s title 
see deed recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 18203, Page 
167.

The premises will be sold 
subject to any and all unpaid 
taxes and other municipal 
assessments and liens, and 
subject to prior liens or other 
enforceable encumbrances of 
record entitled to precedence 
over this mortgage, and sub-
ject to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restrictions, 
reservations and conditions 
of record and subject to all 
tenancies and/or rights of 
parties in possession.

Terms of  the  Sale :  
Cashier’s or certified check 
in the sum of $5,000.00 as 
a deposit must be shown at 
the time and place of the 
sale in order to qualify as a 
bidder (the mortgage hold-
er and its designee(s) are 
exempt from this require-
ment); high bidder to sign 
written Memorandum of 
Sale upon acceptance of bid; 
balance of purchase price 
payable by certified check 
in thirty (30) days from the 
date of the sale at the offic-
es of mortgagee’s attorney, 
Korde & Associates, P.C., 
900 Chelmsford Street, Suite 
3102, Lowell, MA or such 
other time as may be des-
ignated by mortgagee.  The 
description for the premises 
contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of 
a typographical error in this 
publication.

Other terms to be 
announced at the sale.

U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, not in its indi-
vidual capacity but solely 
as owner trustee for RCF 2 
Acquisition Trust

Korde & Associates, P.C.
900 Chelmsford Street

Suite 3102
Lowell, MA 01851

(978) 256-1500
Wentworth Jr, Dennis E, 

23-042935
09/28, 10/05, 10/12/2023

Viewpoints

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20), Wilbraham, MA

413.279.2020
route20barandgrille.com

SERVING: TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 4-9PM
SERVING THURS.-SAT. 11:30AM-9:30PM • SUNDAY 11:30AM-8PM
WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT

$15 PRIME RIB 
EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT
Dine In Only • While Supplies Last

THURSDAY - Sunday 
at 11:30

SERVING LUNCH

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

$17 STEAK N’ BREW
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT!
Dine in Only • While supplies last

LIVE MUSIC!
Thursday, September 28: 

Jack & His Guitar
Friday, September 29: 

Floyd Patterson
Saturday, September 30:

David Soltz

HAPPY HOUR
THURSDAYS 4-7:30PM!
Specially Priced Apps & Live Music

Fall Cocktails & Martinis!

SUNDAY BRUNCH
Sundays 11:30-2:30
(Plus Our Regular Menu Until 8pm)
Featuring Our Build Your Own 
Bloody Mary & Mimosa Bar!

Every Thursday, 
Friday & Saturday!

Ask About Our 
NEW customer 
loyalty program!

$25 THREE COURSE MEALS
EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT!
Dine in Only • While supplies last

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

www.lacucinahampden.com
Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm 

LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS
BAR OPEN LATE!

di Hampden House

BOOK YOUR NEXT FUNCTION WITH US!
Holiday Parties, Showers, Christenings, 

Rehearsal Dinners, Weddings, etc.
OUR PRIVATE GREENHOUSE BANQUET FACILITY

CAN ACCOMODATE UP TO 100 PEOPLE
For More Information 

Contact Lori Atkinson at 413-566-8324 
or by email at lacucinagreenhouse@gmail.com

ENJOY 
FALL DINING 

ON OUR PATIO
Weather Permitting

See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu

LIVE
MUSIC!

Every Friday & 
Saturday!

LET’S GO OUT!LET’S GO OUT!
Your Local Favorite Restaurants

KENO  •  RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED 

2133 Boston Road, Wilbraham
413.271.1208

Open Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 12-8pm

LUTHER
Friday, 

Sept. 29th &
Friday, 

Oct. 27th

JOE
PEREIRA

Saturday, 
Oct. 14th

PETER
NEWLAND

(of FAT)
Saturday, 
Oct. 21st

TIM
PELLETIER

Friday, 
Oct. 6th

CHARLIE
BONGIOVI

Friday, Oct. 20th 
& Saturday, 

Oct. 28th

Great 
Food!

Live
Music! Call Today! 413-566-8015

DINE WITH US!
DINE IN OR TAKE OUT

Gourmet Pizzas • Grinders
Pasta • Calzones • Seafood

Salads • Wings & More

9 Allen St., • Hampden Mini Mall
www.giospizzeria.com

Wed.-Sun. • Closed Mon. & Tues.

Fall means back to 
sports & school activities! 

Make life easier, 
ORDER FROM GIOS!

IN OUR LOUNGE
Beer - Wine - Spirits - Cocktails
Extended Hours for Lounge

Keno & Lottery Available

PIZZERIA & LOUNGE

By Scott Senecal
Correspondent

PALMER – The Palmer 
Public Library hosted a special 
presentation last Tuesday night 
about eclipses, explaining their 
causes and how to view them 
safely. 

The presentation was given 
by Richard Sanderson, the ad-
junct curator of physical sciences 
with the Springfield Science Mu-
seum and president of the Spring-
field STARS Club. Each attendee 
was given a pair of glasses which 
have special lenses to block 
harmful light to make it possible 
to look at a solar eclipse.

Sanderson started the pre-
sentation by explaining the dif-
ference between a solar eclipse 
and a lunar eclipse. 

“The whole earth can see a 
lunar eclipse when they occur be-
cause the Earth is what is block-

ing the light from getting to the 
Moon, causing a red glow,” Sand-
erson said. “But a solar eclipse 
happens when the Moon blocks 
the light from hitting the Earth, 
and that shadow is a lot smaller, 
so only a small section sees the 
eclipse in its totality.”

Sanderson went on to talk 
about his father’s encounter with 
a solar eclipse right here in west-
ern Massachusetts back in 1925, 
and how his father instilled in 
him a desire to see an eclipse for 
himself. 

After graduating high 
school, Sanderson traveled to Af-
rica to see his first total eclipse 
in 1973. He shared pictures of 
his travels along with photos he 
had taken of the eclipse itself, ex-
plaining, “normally you have to 
travel to see an eclipse, it’s rare 
for an eclipse to come to you. The 
last total eclipse in Massachusetts 
was in 1925 and the next total one 

won’t be until the 2070s.” 
Sanderson then shared pho-

tos of his trip to Tennessee to 
view the total solar eclipse in 
2017. He said that this was his 
kids’ first solar eclipse and that 
he was overjoyed at their enthu-
siasm. 

Sanderson also shared a note 
his daughter had written saying 
how much she enjoyed seeing the 
eclipse, and that she would nev-
er forget the experience. He also 
shared his feelings of viewing 
eclipses, saying, “seeing the stars 
during the day is like being able 
to see into a forbidden world. It’s 
a transformative experience that 
I’m glad I got to share with my 
children”.

He then went on to explain 
how the path of totality works, 
saying that the majority of the 
United States saw a partial 
eclipse because the path of total-
ity is only about 100 miles wide, 

which is why he had to travel to 
see the total eclipse.

The next eclipse in the Unit-
ed States will be next month on 
Oct. 14. It will be what is known 
as an annular eclipse, meaning 
the Moon is further away and will 
not cause a total eclipse. 

This one will only cover 
a small portion of the sun over 
Massachusetts. The next total 
eclipse will be on April 8, 2024, 
and the path of totality will be 
just north of Massachusetts.

The Springfield Science Mu-
seum will be having a viewing 
party for the annular eclipse next 
month. 

For more information about 
this event visit springfieldmuse-
ums.org. For more information 
about safe eclipse viewing visit 
https://eclipse.aas.org/resources/
solar-filters.

Turley Photo by Scott Senecal

Richard Sanderson explains the difference between total, annular and partial eclipses.

Palmer Public Library hosts presentation about eclipses

Country Bank 
recognized for 
charitable giving

WARE— The Boston Business Journal has  named 
Country Bank an honoree in its annual 2023 Corporate 
Citizenship Awards, recognizing the region’s top corporate 
charitable contributors.

The Business Journal annually publishes this list to 
highlight companies that promote and prioritize giving 
back to their communities.

“It is with honor that we present our list of the Top 
Charitable Contributors in Massachusetts, companies who 
gave $100,000 or more to Mass. based charities in 2022. 
Collectively, they gave $423 million in cash contributions, 
a true example of the business community coming together 
to help those in need. We are proud to celebrate these orga-
nizations who give both money and time to make our com-
munities a stronger and better place for all.” said Boston 
Business Journal Market President and Publisher Carolyn 
Jones.

During this year’s celebration on Sept. 7, 100 com-
panies qualified for the distinction by reporting at least 
$100,000 in cash contributions to Massachusetts-based 
charities last year, as noted above. This year’s honorees 
include companies from such industry sectors as financial 
and professional services, health care, technology, retail, 
and professional sports.

Country Bank, ranked 44th, employs 220 staff mem-
bers within Hampden, Hampshire, and Worcester counties. 
The Bank’s team of Difference Makers actively promote 
the Bank’s mission of making a difference in their com-
munities by volunteering for various non-profits throughout 
the year.  

“We are honored to be recognized by the Boston Busi-
ness Journal for Country Bank’s philanthropic efforts. As 
a community bank, it is our mission to help make a differ-
ence in the lives of others,” stated Paul Scully, president and 
CEO at Country Bank. 

CB welcomes 
Demiri to the team

WARE—Country Bank is pleased to announce that 
Brunilda Demiri of Natick has joined its Auditing Divi-
sion. Before joining Country Bank, Demiri worked as a 
Lead Auditor for the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston. 
Demiri has over 14 years of experience in the industry and 
is currently a member of the Institute of Internal Auditors 
and the Certified Fraud Examiners Community.

“We are thrilled to welcome Brunilda to the Audit 
team; it was not only her background and experience with 
the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston, but her specific inter-
est in community banking and her personal commitment 
to community service make her a perfect fit for Country 
Bank. Her approach towards her role and building rela-
tionships internally has proven to be a winning strategy 
and aligns with our iSTEP Corporate Values of Integrity, 
Service, Teamwork, Excellence, and Prosperity. We are 
excited she’s on our team, and we’re pleased that she has 
chosen Country Bank as her Employer of Choice,” stated 
Miriam Siegel, first senior vice president and chief Cul-
ture & Development officer, Human Resources. 

“At the Federal Reserve Bank, I managed multi-
ple audit teams responsible for some of the Fed’s most 
complex and high-risk audit engagements,” said Demiri. 
“Throughout my career, I have learned how impactful au-
dit can be and look forward to providing valuable audit 
services and helping Country Bank stay ahead of risks 
that could impact the success of objectives and strategic 
initiatives. I have enjoyed getting to know the people here 
and look forward to continued partnerships and working 
together.”

Demiri holds a Bachelor’s in Accounting from Bent-
ley University and is currently enrolled in Babson’s MBA 
program. Brunilda is also a certified fraud examiner.  


