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PALMER

By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer

kflanders@turley.com

PALMER – Local of-
ficials joined the Senior 
Center staff in celebrating 
several milestone birthdays.

Each year, the Senior 
Center spends a day cele-
brating all seniors turning 
90 during the course of the 
year. Last week, on Sept. 
25, town officials and leg-
islators joined the birthday 
bash to congratulate se-

niors.
“We are so grateful 

for these important mem-
bers of our community and 
their contributions to Palm-
er,” said Ashley Place, the 
town’s  Director of Admin-
istrative Services.

Also in attendance at 
the party was State Repre-
sentative Todd Smola, who 
handed out proclamations 
to seniors honoring their 
birthday celebrations.

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – A growing 
tradition of celebrating local 
history will mark its fifth an-
niversary this month.

On Saturday, Oct. 10, 
the town will hold its fifth an-
nual Cemetery Walk at Hill-
side Cemetery at 7 p.m., with 
tours of the Jacob Thompson 
House held before and after 

the walk. The annual proces-
sion has become an enduring 
tradition to celebrate and im-
mortalize past town residents 
that have contributed to the 
community’s history.

“When my Cemetery 
Commissioner originally 
received a handful of these 
scripts written by the His-
torical Council in the ‘90s, 
we only had six or seven 
of them, and only three or 
four were complete scripts 

that were based at Hillside,” 
said Cemetery Commission-
er Mat Wawrzyk. “Just this 
year, we ended up finding 
another handful of scripts, 
and we now have in our pos-
session a total of 13 scripts, 
and a couple other incom-
plete things as well.”

Wawrzyk said that these 
scripts contain cover pages 
with writing credits that have 
helped the commission and 

Pioneering 
a new path
MHS students 
enjoy entrepeneur
program

By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer

kflanders@turley.com

MONSON – A newly 
created pathway program 
at Monson High School is 
introducing students to the 
world of business and entre-
preneurship.

Launched last month 
to open the 2026-27 school 
year, the Business and Fi-
nance Pathway provides 
students with foundational 

knowledge and practi-
cal skills in accounting, 
marketing, financial lit-
eracy, and business man-

agement.
“Through a combi-

nation of classroom in-
struction and real-world 
applications, students learn 

how businesses operate, how 
financial decisions are made, 
and how to develop entre-
preneurial thinking,” read a 
statement released by Mon-
son Public Schools Superin-
tendent Paul Foster.

Throughout the path-
way’s lineup of program-
ming, students will have the 
opportunity to take several 
business and finance courses. 
These include Accounting, 
Marketing, Personal Finance, 
and AP Business (offered 

Seniors celebrate 
milestone birthdays

MONSON MONSON

Cemetery Commissioner 
announces annual Cemetery Walk

Submitted Photo

Cemetery Commissioner Mat Wawrzyk (left) and Sarah McNamara, are shown in character 
during the 2025 Cemetery Walk.
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By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer

kflanders@turley.com

BRIMFIELD – The 
18th annual Brimfield Auto 
Show will draw enthusiasts 
from across the area to sup-
port Hitchcock Academy 
and the Brimfield Firefight-
ers Association. 

The show will take 
place at Brimfield Winery on 
Saturday, Oct. 10, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Hundreds of vehicles 
will be registered in this 
year’s event, with owners 
vying for trophies awarded 
in 28 categories. Additional-

Revving up Revving up 
for a good cause

PALMER
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more doctors!
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Join the movement at 
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vote independent!
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Palmer veterans 
invited to intro 
program

By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer

kflanders@turley.com

PALMER – The newly 
created Ludlow-Palmer Vet-
erans Services Department 
invites Palmer veterans to at-

tend a meet-and-greet event 
introducing staff members 
and services.

The program will take 
place on Tuesday, Oct. 13, 
from 4–7 p.m. at

Palmer Public Library 
(1455 North Main Street). 

Palmer veterans and 
their families will have the 
opportunity to meet staff 
members and ask questions. 
Additionally, guests will 
learn about the many bene-
fits, services, programs, and 
resources available to veter-
ans and their families.

“We want Palmer vet-
erans to know who we are, 
how to reach us, and that 
they have a team committed 
to serving them,” said Eric 
Segundo, the Director of Vet-
erans Services for Ludlow 
and Palmer. “Building those 
relationships in person is a 
meaningful first step.”

Additional team mem-
bers include Larry Brace 
(claim consultant) and Mi-
chael Moore (admin clerk). 
Department officials look 
forward to meeting Palmer 
veterans and informing them 

about the programs and re-
sources they earned through 
their service. 

“Whether you need as-
sistance with VA benefits, 
want to learn about state and 
local veterans programs, or 
simply want to meet the team 
serving Palmer – we’d love 
to see you,” read a statement 
released by the department.

After state approval 
was received over the sum-
mer, Ludlow and Palmer 
officially united to expand 

Serving those who served our nation
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Submitted photo

G. David Bishop, of Palmer, celebrates his 90th birthday at 
the Senior Center.

BRIMFIELD
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REGION – On July 18, 
local Scouting leader Peter 
Izyk arrived at Bechtel Sum-
mit Reservation in West Vir-
ginia for the 2026 Scouting 
America National Jamboree.

He was joined by Steve 
Scannell, the Westen Mass 
Council’s Conservation Com-
mittee Chair.

Upon arrival at the Jam-
boree, Izyk headed to Boulder 
Cove where the Conservation 
Trail is located. He took part 
in several preparatory activi-
ties, including washing tables 
and spreading wood chips on 
the trail. 

After the Scouts arrived 
on July 22, he worked at the 
Clicker Tent at the beginning 
of the trail, counting everyone 
who went down the trail. He 
also helped the National Park 
Service open its tent. 

After the ten-day Jambo-
ree was over, Izyk took part in 
several post-event activities. 
These included checking the 
trail for trash, carrying out 
tables and chairs, and closing 
the vendors’ tents.

“My three highlights 
were meeting Lord Baden 
Powell, the 5th Baron of Gil-
well. He is the great grandson 
of Lord Baden Powell, who 
started the world Scouting 
movement,” Izyk said. “I was 

able to meet the National 
Key 3 and visited Brownsea 
Island, the reenactment of 
Baden Powell’s first Scouting 

event.”
Brownsea Island is a re-

enactment of the program that 
Lord Baden Powell started 

on an island off the southern 
coast of England, which led 
to the Scouting movement 
worldwide.

PALMER – As we move 
into the heart of autumn, the 
Senior Center has plenty of 
activities and programs this 
month.

On Wednesday, Oct. 14, 
from 4:30-6:30 p.m., the Se-
nior Center Friends Group is 
sponsoring a Loaded Bake 
Potato Dinner at the Center. 
Advance purchase is required 
and open to the public. 

To purchase a $10 tick-
et, please call 413-283-2670 
(Extension 6) and leave a 
message, or stop by the Cen-
ter and see Andy Vance, Jack 
Randolph, or Kathy Fitzger-
ald for a ticket.

Fuel Assistance 
The Low-Income Home 

Energy Assistance Program 
helps eligible households 
challenged by the high cost of 
home heating fuel pay a por-
tion of their winter heating 
bills. This program through 
Valley Opportunity Coun-
cil, Inc., provides fuel assis-
tance through a fixed benefit 
amount for the cost of the pri-
mary source of heat.

Sources include oil, elec-
tricity, natural gas, propane, 
kerosene, wood, and coal. 
Additional potential benefits 
included are utility discounts, 
homeowner heating system 
repair, and weatherization. 

The Palmer Senior Cen-
ter is a local site for seniors, 
60-plus, to apply for fuel as-
sistance. Please call Cindy 
at 283-2670 (Extension 2) to 
schedule an appointment to 
complete an application. If 
you applied last year, Valley 
Opportunity Council, Inc., 
sends fuel assistance renewal 
applications to the address on 
file.

Friday, Movie Matinee 
12:30  p.m.

Oct. 9: “USS Indianapo-
lis: Men of Courage” – A har-
rowing tale of real-life Amer-
ican heroes shipwrecked in 
shark-infested waters in the 
waning days of World War II. 

Oct. 16: “Cast Away” 
– A FedEx systems engineer 
whose ruled-by-the-clock ex-
istence abruptly ends when a 
harrowing plane crash leaves 
him isolated on a remote is-
land. 

Oct. 23: “Hocus Pocus” 
– Three outlandishly wild 
witches who return from 17th 
century Salem for a night of 
zany fun and comic chaos. 
After they’re accidentally 
conjured by some unsuspect-
ing pranksters, the tricky trio 
sets out to cast a spell on the 
town and reclaim their youth 
– but first they must outwit 
three pesky kids who are de-
termined to foil their scheme.

Monday Evening Programs 
4:30 p.m. 

Oct. 5: Brian Guagnini 
from Blue Cross Blue Shield 
will be here to talk on the dif-
ferences between Medigap 
plans and Medicare Advan-
tage plans and when enrollees 
can switch plans. This will be 
a 45-minute presentation. No 
BCBS product information 
will be presented. 

Oct. 19: Henry Quinlan 
will present “Fifty Years in 
Publishing.” Henry will share 
experiences and stories from 
the world of celebrities and 
book publishing.

Oct. 26: Pilgrim and 
Turkey Shelf Sitters with 
Kim. Cost free. See sample at 
center.

Volunteering
Join RSVP (the Retired 

and Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram) and help to support 
nonprofits in your communi-
ty. If you are over 55 and have 
hours available each week 
or month to volunteer your 
time, we have dozens of op-
portunities with area organi-
zations that need you. RSVP 
offers free liability insurance 
to all volunteers, mileage re-
imbursement if needed, and 
other benefits.

Party planning
The Center will hold its 

annual Christmas Party on 
Friday, Dec. 4, at the Lud-
low Elks this year. Like in 
the past, tickets will be avail-
able at the Center (we will 
have exact days and times 
to sign up and pay). We will 
serve family style, have door 
prizes, giveaways, and enter-
tainment. More information 
to follow in the November 
Newsletter.

The Senior Center is lo-
cated at 1029 Central Street. 
For more information about 
programs, please call 413-
283-2670.

MONSON – If you have 
a love of history, you’ll want 
to check out the recreated 25th 
Continental Regiment when 
it visits the Keep Homestead 
Museum on Sunday, Oct. 4.  

Regiment members will 
reenact life in the era of the 

American Revolutionary War, 
as they take on roles of civil-
ian life and military life.  

Members will conduct 
their living history presenta-
tion on the front lawn from 
1–3:30 p.m.

This program is open to 

the public and free of charge.
Additionally, the muse-

um will be open to guests, 
highlighting patriotic buttons.

For more information 
about the museum, visit 
www.keephomesteadmuse-
um.org.

Historical program offered 
at Keep Homestead Museum

MONSON – The Mon-
son Cultural Council is seek-
ing grant proposals from 
organizations, schools, and 
individuals for communi-
ty-orientated projects in the 
arts, humanities, and inter-
pretive sciences.

These grants can support 
a variety of projects, includ-
ing lectures, workshops, per-
formances in schools, exhib-
its, and festivals.

All events and projects 
covered by the grants must 
take place between Jan. 1, 

2027, and Dec. 31, 2027.   
Monson priorities can be 

found online at: www.Mass-
CulturalCouncil.org, along 
with the link to the online 
application.

The deadline for sub-
mission is Oct. 15, 2026.

Monson Cultural Council seeking 
grant proposals, deadline Oct. 15

MONSON – A bar-
gain clothing sale will take 
place on Saturday, Oct. 3, 
at Monson-Glendale Unit-
ed Methodist Church (162 
Main Street). The sale will 
run from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Clothing is $1 per bag.  

“Time to find some 
clothing for the entire fami-
ly. Bring your friends, too,” 
read a statement released 
by organizers. “We never 
know what we’ll have, so 
it’s worth a look. Everyone 
is welcome.”

Bargain clothing 
sale set for Oct. 3

Submitted photos

From left, Peter Izyk (Local Scouting leader), Scott Rice (the 
Western Mass Council’s President), Nancy Rice (the Alumni 
Chair), and Dr. Steve Scannell (the Council Conservation Com-
mittee Chair).

Fun activities were held throughout the program.

Local Scouting leader Peter Izyk attends the Scouting America 
National Jamboree.

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

✨ IN-HOME WOMEN’S CLOTHING SALE! ✨
Come shop in a relaxed, comfortable setting 

and find some great treasures at yard sale pricing!
��  Women’s Clothing
��  Tops & Casual Wear

��  Athletic Leggings & Workout Wear
��  Coats & Jackets
��  Shoes

��  Jewelry & Accessories
��  And More!

Everything is gently used and ready for a new home. 
A wonderful opportunity to refresh your wardrobe 

without paying retail prices!
��  Location: 27 Woodridge Rd., Monson (617-637-6672)
��  Date: Saturday October 3rd
⏰  Time: 11:00am to 3:00pm

Bring a friend and come browse, shop, and have fun! ��

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

Palmer Pro Bike
Corporation

Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 9-5

Bicycle Sales
Service & Accessories

1438 N. Main Street, Palmer

palprobike@gmail.com
palprobike.com (413) 289-9458

Scouting leader attends National Jamboree

Palmer Senior Center

REGION – Mill Towns 
Public Health  will provide 
several flu clinics in local 
communities this fall.

Palmer Public Library 
will host a clinic on Oct. 7 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Ludlow Veterans Ser-
vices will host a pair of 
clinics (Oct. 8 from 11:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m., as well as 
Oct. 13 from 10:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m.). The facility is locat-
ed at 487 Holyoke Street in 
Ludlow.

The West Brookfield 
Senior Center will offer a 

clinic on Oct. 19 from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Palmer Public Library 
will hold another clinic on 
Oct. 22 from 1-4 p.m. The 
library is located at 1455 
North Main Street. To 
schedule your appointment, 
call Erin McMurray at 413-
750-8386.

Lastly, Ludlow Town 
Hall (488 Chapin Street) 
will be the site of a clinic on 
Nov. 2 from 12-3 p.m.

Walk-ins are welcome, 
but appointments are pre-
ferred.

Several flu clinics 
available this fall
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AMHERST – For the past 
seven years, Amherst College’s 
MassBears project has invited 
community members across 
Massachusetts to collaborate 
with researchers to better un-
derstand American black bears 
by sharing observations from 
their neighborhoods. 

Now, the research team, 
led by Dr. Thea Kristensen, is 
expanding its community sci-
ence efforts with the launch of 
MassCoyotes, a new project 
that invites residents to con-
tribute sightings of coyotes 
across Massachusetts.

Since its launch in 2019, 
MassBears has brought to-
gether researchers, students 
and community members to 
learn more about how black 
bears are using a landscape in-
creasingly shared with people. 
Thousands of community ob-
servations have helped the re-
search team investigate where 
bears are observed, what they 
are doing and how people and 
wildlife interact.

Those contributions are 
now helping advance scientific 
understanding of black bears 
in Massachusetts. In Septem-
ber, members of the Mass-
Bears research team, along 
with Tammy Wilson at USGS, 
published a study in Scientif-
ic Reports using communi-
ty-contributed observations to 
model areas where people and 
black bears are likely to over-
lap. 

The research found that 
housing density and proximity 
to roads were important pre-
dictors of human-bear overlap 
and demonstrated both the val-
ue of community observations 
and the ways these observa-
tions can be complemented 
by systematically-collected 
research data.

The researchers empha-
size that this work would not 

have been possible without the 
people across Massachusetts 
who took the time to report 
their observations.

“It is only because of the 
community’s excitement to 
participate in our project that 
we were able to gather this 
data and contribute to the cur-
rent knowledge on black bears. 
We are so grateful for the com-
munity’s support and are look-
ing forward to continuing this 
partnership,” Marie Wheeler, 
Class of  2027, said in a press 
release.

Building on the success 
of MassBears, the team is now 
turning some of its attention 
to another familiar-and often 
misunderstood-Massachusetts 
mammal: the eastern coyote.

Coyotes are found 
throughout Massachusetts, 
from rural forests to subur-
ban and urban communities. 
Yet there is still much to learn 
about how they use these dif-
ferent landscapes, how they 
interact with one another and 
how they coexist with people.

Through MassCoyotes, 
members of the community 
can contribute to this research 
simply by reporting their coy-
ote sightings. Whether some-
one spots a coyote crossing a 
road, moving through a back-
yard, traveling across a field, 
or engaging in other behavior, 
each observation can help re-
searchers develop a richer pic-
ture of coyote activity across 
the state.

“Starting MassCoyotes 
is awesome for the group. 
Expanding our main area of 
focus beyond bears will give 
us a super well-rounded view 
of Massachusetts wildlife bi-
ology and ecology, and being 
able to do this alongside the 
community is great,” said Faye 
Riebe, Class of 2029.

“We’re really excited to 

get the word out about Mass-
Coyotes and learn what peo-
ple have observed about these 
awesome creatures,” said Lei-
lani Fahn, Class of 2029.

In addition to launching 
the new website, the team 
has begun a research project 
exploring coyote behavior 
around the Quabbin Reservoir. 
This summer, three Amherst 
College students and one Cor-
nell University student worked 
alongside Kristensen and Dr. 
Lisa Brooks to deploy more 
than 50 trail cameras through-
out the Quabbin area. 

The project will provide a 
window into the lives of coy-
otes in a largely rural land-
scape, helping the team better 
understand their behavior, ac-
tivity patterns and interactions 

with one another and their en-
vironment.   

“Over the summer, the 
opportunity to go out and do 
field work in the Quabbin for 
the coyote research gave me a 
real appreciation for our local 
nature and wildlife,” said Rie-
be.

“Working on our coyote 
research this summer was so 
fun and rewarding! It was an 
amazing opportunity to ex-
plore the Quabbin, gain hands-
on field experience and learn 
more about the local wildlife,” 
said Fahn.

Amherst College students 
play a central role in both 
MassBears and MassCoyotes 
projects, working with com-
munity-submitted observa-
tions while gaining experience 

in wildlife ecology, communi-
ty engagement and scientific 
research.

Anyone who encounters 
a coyote in Massachusetts is 
encouraged to participate in 
MassCoyotes. No previous 
wildlife experience is neces-
sary. Whether a coyote is seen 
once or regularly, observations 
can contribute to a broader 
understanding of coyotes and 
the landscapes we share with 
them.

To learn more about 
MassBears, contribute a sight-
ing, or read about the project’s 
research, visit https://mass-
bears.wordpress.amherst.edu/

To learn more about 
MassCoyotes or report a coy-
ote sighting, visit https://mass-

coyotes.wordpress.amherst.
edu/

About MassMammals
MassBears and MassCoy-

otes are community science 
initiatives based at Amherst 
College and part of the broad-
er MassMammals project. The 
projects bring together stu-
dents, researchers, and mem-
bers of the community to bet-
ter understand wildlife across 
Massachusetts. 

By combining communi-
ty observations with ecologi-
cal research, MassMammals 
seeks both to advance our un-
derstanding of wildlife ecolo-
gy and to create opportunities 
for people across the state to 
participate directly in the sci-
entific process.

Have you seen a coyote? 
New MassCoyotes project wants to hear from you

BRIMFIELD – Hitch-
cock Academy will host 
a series of sound therapy 
sessions on Saturday eve-
nings.

The sessions will take 
place from 6-7:30 p.m. on 
select evenings. Each ses-
sion is offered at a cost of 
$20 per person.

Dates for the sessions 
include Oct. 17 (immune 
defense); and Nov. 14 
(dealing with life challeng-
es, loss and grief).

Sound therapy aims to 

utilize aspects of music, 
tones and notes to improve 
physical, emotional and 
mental health.

Pat and Ken Wheelock 
are bodywork practitioners 
based in Three Rivers. Their 
practice spans acupressure, 
Reiki, herbal studies, sound 
therapy, color therapy, and 
aromatherapy.

Certified practitioners 
since 2008, the Wheelocks 
have spent over 15 years 
studying, practicing, and 
teaching the healing arts.

Alora Heffernan is a 
certified Reiki  master  and 
certified meditation teach-
er. Her work focuses on 
such non-invasive modal-
ities as guided meditation, 
Reiki, and sound therapy.

Event participants are 
encouraged to bring a yoga 
mat or folding camp chair.

To learn more about 
the sessions, visit www.
hitchcockacademy.org.

Hitchcock Academy is 
a community center located 
at 2 Brookfield Road.

Sound therapy sessions available

PALMER – Take part in 
Palmer’s MA 250th anniver-
sary celebration by joining lo-
cal historian Robert Comeau 
in this presentation about the 
“Burial Grounds of Palmer” 
on Tuesday, Oct. 6 from 6:30-
7:30 p.m. in the Community 
Room at the Palmer Public 
Library, 1455 North Main St.

To register for this pro-
gram, please visit: https://pal-

merlibrary.com
In addition to 

this presentation, 
Comeau will host 
a tour at the Four 
Corners Cemetery 
on Saturday, Oct. 
10 from 11 a.m.-noon, 4287 
Main St.

These events are brought 
to you by the Palmer His-
torical Commission and the 

Palmer Public Li-
brary. 

This program 
is funded in part 
by a grant from 
the Palmer Cultur-
al Council, a local 

agency, which is supported 
by the Mass Cultural Council, 
a state agency.

This program is free, but 
registration is requested.

‘Burial Grounds of Palmer’ 
presentation planned for fall

Dr. Thea Kristensen, Leilani Fahn and Faye Riebe are shown set-
ting up a trail camera to observe coyote behavior.

An adult coyote sniffed the 
ground on the shore of the 
Quabbin Reservoir.

A tail camera captured two adult coyotes in an alert posture. 

LOOKING FOR ACREAGE 
IN MONSON, PALMER, 
BRIMFIELD OR WALES

Want peaceful, private area 
with significant road frontage and 
available electric at end of street. 

If interested in selling and 
meet the criteria, 

call between 6-8 p.m.

518-210-8152
NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

Emergency 
Service Available
(413) 374-1322

Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS • FULLY INSURED • FAMILY OWNED

                                   566-2916

HAMPDEN SEPTIC
Time To Get 
Your Septic 
Pumped, 
Call To 

Book Now!
WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

WE’RE STILL TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS!

Lot 2 Briar Cr. Ware 
UPSCALE ESTABLISHED 

SUBDIVISION
Cul de sac

Mother in law / 
ADU possibilities

Walking distance to schools
Town water and sewer
Underground electric 
By owner $94,995

413-813-1104

Submitted Photos

MassMammals lab members 
Leilani Fahn, Aleksei Sample-
Kietrys, and Faye Riebe are 
shown in the Quabbin Reservoir.
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Viewpoints

The forecast of a Sep-
tember nor’easter cer-
tainly had everyone 

scurrying about.  
Instead of running to the 

grocery store for necessities, 
I headed straight to the gar-
den to tidy up a few things. 
With visions of air-borne 
pots, soggy containers of 
compost and ruined produce 
dancing in my head I got 
right to work.

First to check off my list 
was digging up the potatoes. 
The stems had died down on 
two of my three rows over 
two weeks ago and I didn’t 
want the spuds sitting in 
impending mud when they 
could be curing somewhere 
safe and sound.  

Speaking of curing, it is 
important to be intentional 
with this step, so that your 
potatoes will be edible well 
into the winter months. Cur-
ing potatoes properly will 
help to prevent rot, premature 
sprouting, and toxic greening 
of the skin and flesh.  

By waiting a week or 
more after the plant has died 
before digging up the tubers, 
the skins will thicken and be 
less prone to injury during 
harvest. Once they are dug, 
a week spent in a cool and 
totally dark space will further 
firm their skin and change 
sugars to starch, completing 
the ripening process.  

Never wash potatoes pri-
or to storage! Gently brush 
off dirt and store in a single 
layer in the darkness at 55-60 
degrees.  

Darkness will prevent 
greening, which renders 
potatoes inedible. Use any 

pitch-forked or shovel- 
marked spuds first, as dam-
age to the skin will invite rot. 

Once the potatoes were 
out of the ground, I applied a 
two-three inch layer of com-
posted manure and lime to 
the plot, then worked it in to 
the soil.  

I won’t be planting po-
tatoes there next year other 
wise I would have stayed 
away from both amendments.  

After that, I got to task 
number two, planting a cov-
er crop in the empty ground. 
I figured with rain coming 
over the course of three days 
it would be off to a great start. 
In the big garden, where I can 
use my tiller, I sow winter 
rye. 

It will start growing now, 
hold the soil in place over the 
winter, then, as spring en-
sues, it will grow tall and go 
to seed. Typically you mow 
it down or incorporate it into 
the soil before it gets too big.  

Winter rye adds so much 
organic matter to the garden. 
Be sure to give the grass time 
to break down before plant-
ing into it; chopping it up/in 
about three weeks to a month 
before planting is a good 
plan. 

Another thing that oc-
curred to me while I was 
sowing the rye was seed 
saving. I purposely left what 
was left of my first sowing of 

green beans to go to seed.  
I harvested all of the 

dried pods and will shuck 
them later, once I am sure 
that they are fully dry.

Finally, a bit of house-
keeping to finish out my 
scurrying around.  I collect-
ed my black plastic mulch, 
row covers and insects net-
ting. I will hose off the black 
plastic, cinch up holes in the 
netting, and assess what I 
can salvage of my aging row 
covers .  

I’ve smartened up and 
finally labeled what I use for 
what crop. For example, my 
number of cantaloupe/wa-
termelon hills will likely re-
main the same, so reusing the 
same plastic mulch in that 
spot next year is a good plan.

With the storm behind 
us now, I can go back to a 
less frantic approach to gar-
den clean up. Enjoy the fall 
foliage as you embark on 
your own work.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Garden 
scurrying

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
My question is not for 

me, but for my daughter who 
is 62 years  old. 

She does not want to take 
her Social Security now. Her 
husband was a doctor and 
passed away recently. She 
had been married to him for 
more than 10 years and, in the 
meantime, he married some-
one else. 

I thought the President 
erased taxes on earned money 
so that people could collect 
what was due them no matter 
what they earned. 

My daughter keeps tell-
ing me she has already earned 
too much this year and cannot 
collect her widow’s benefits 
until next year. I don’t under-
stand what no tax on Social 
Security means then. 

Also, she wants to wait 
until she is 67 before she col-
lects her own money. She has 
been a nurse and believes her 
own benefits may be larger 
than her widow’s benefits. Is 
she correct to wait for that 
long? 

Signed: Worried Mom

Dear Worried Mom: 
Your daughter is likely 

correct. There are two fac-
tors which come into play in 
your daughter’s circumstance 
– one is the Annual Earnings 
Test (for those collecting ear-
ly SS benefits), and the other 
relates to Federal income tax 
on SS benefits received. I’ll 
try to clarify both of these for 
you: 

If your daughter claims 
her widow’s benefit at age 62, 
her benefit will be significant-
ly reduced by approximately 
20+% from what she would 
get at her SS full retirement 
age, and that would be a per-
manent reduction. 

And, if she works, which 
you imply she does, she 
would also be subject to So-
cial Security’s Annual Earn-
ings Test which limits how 
much she can earn by work-
ing prior to reaching her SS 
Full Retirement Age, which is 
age 67). 

The earnings limit for 
2026 is $24,480 (changes 
yearly) and, if her annual 
2026 earnings exceed that 
amount, Social Security will 
take away $1 of benefits for 
every $2 she is over the annu-
al limit. 

For example, if she is 
$25,000 over the limit, SS 
would take way benefits equal 
to $12,500. That would mean 
she wouldn’t get any SS ben-
efits for the remainder of this 
year and likely some of next 
year also. And, if her earnings 
are significantly more than the 
annual limit, she may even be 
temporarily ineligible to re-
ceive a widow’s benefit (until 
she either reaches her FRA or 
earns less money). 

FYI, the Annual Earn-
ings Test will go away when 
your daughter reaches age 67 
but, until then, the AET will 
likely restrict her ability to re-
ceive Social Security benefits 
if she continues to work full 
time.

The next factor to be 
aware of is the so-called “One 
Big Beautiful Bill,” which the 
President claimed means “no 
tax on Social Security.” This 
is an entirely different factor 
than the Annual Earnings Test  
described above. 

The above AET discus-
sion dealt with SS earnings 
limits while taking benefits 
before FRA, whereas the 
OBBB deals with income tax 
on Social Security benefits 
actually received. 

The OBBB (enacted 
last year) provides an extra 
$6,000 deduction per person 

on the tax return filed with the 
IRS for those 65 years of age 
or older. That extra IRS de-
duction is designed to offset 
either totally or partially any 
income tax which is levied 
on Social Security benefits re-
ceived by those age 65 or old-
er. It’s also important to know 
that the OBBB only provides 
temporary income tax relief, 
because the law expires after 
the 2028 income tax year. 

All of which leads me 
to conclude that your daugh-
ter’s decision to wait longer 
to claim her widow’s benefit 
from her deceased ex-hus-
band is a prudent choice. As 
long as she is working and 
earning more than the annu-
al earnings limit before age 
67, the AET will restrict how 
much Social Security she 
is able to receive. If she lat-
er stops working or goes to 
part-time employment, she 
can revisit her decision at that 
time. And, depending on her 
own personally earned Social 
Security benefit amount at 
age 67 (vs. her widow’s ben-
efit), she can assess wheth-
er to claim her personal SS 
retirement benefit or to, in-
stead, claim her benefit as her 
ex-husband’s widow if that 
amount is larger than her own 
SS retirement. And, unless 
Congress later extends the 
OBBB prior to 2029, she will, 
at that time, likely need to pay 
income tax on the Social Se-
curity benefits she receives.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes and 
does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.          

Mom worries daughter 
making bad Social 
Security decision

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to journalregister@turley.com. Please 
include a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register.

The
Journal Register

EDITOR
journalregister@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Dan Flynn

dflynn@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The Journal Register (USPS 418-940) 
is published every Thursday by 

Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 

Telephone (413) 283-8393, 
Fax  (413) 289-1977. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Turley Publications, Inc., 

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 

WEB
journalregister.

turley.com

PHONE
(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

Letters to the 
editor policy
Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, 
and guest columns between 
500-800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require that the 
person submitting the opinion 
also include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone 
number. We must confirm 
authorship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, 
unsubstantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, or defamation 
of character.
Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St.
Palmer MA 01069
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com
The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon.

By Julie Midura 
Guest Columnist

I recently went on a solo 
backpacking trip. Not by 
choice. Not to face my 

fears or challenge my cour-
age.

Rather, because my fa-
vorite hiking partner is tem-
porarily sidelined due to a 
torn rotator cuff. And with 
several grandchildren going 
through significant health 
challenges, the worry, help-
lessness, and endless stream 
of uncertainty was beginning 
to feel heavier than my heart 
could carry. 

I found myself needing 

the quiet that only an over-
night stay in the forest can 
provide. I needed the fresh 
air. The company of trees. 
The steady rhythm of my 
feet hitting dirt. 

So in spite of my hesita-
tion at spending a night alone 
in the woods, I packed up the 
gear that Tom and I would 
normally split between the 
two of us, and I drove to the 
Berkshires. 

When I arrived at the 
trailhead on the Appalachian 
Trail, I shouldered my heavy 
backpack and began walk-
ing. 

For seven hours I moved 
with purpose. With the ur-
gency of someone trying to 
outrun something. 

And perhaps I was. 
Each step was taking me 

further from the noise of the 
world and inviting me into a 
place where harmony reigns. 

A place where the air 
feels lighter and the earth 
feels softer. A place where 
nature holds me as surely as 
the heavens hold the sun in 
its rightful place in the sky. 

I chose to do this trip 
solo not to feel strong or ca-
pable. Rather, to give myself 
space to breathe…and may-
be even to heal some of the 
parts of me that feel broken. 

For the short time I am 

here, I will allow nature to 
carry the things I can no lon-
ger bear. 

At 5:30 p.m. – after 
hiking 12 miles – I stopped 
and pitched my tent. Filtered 
water. Sat beneath the trees 
with my feet immersed in a 
cold stream and watched the 
water curl around my toes. 

I ducked into my tent 
just as the skies opened up in 
a deluge. I read a book while 
droplets of water exploded 
on the rain fly. 

When darkness settled 
in, I prayed for my family. I 
wept. Then I fell asleep from 
exhaustion. 

It’s now 6:30 a.m. I’m 
lying on my back in my 
orange two-person tent. A 
crow is screeching overhead. 

Morning light is fil-
tering through the swaying 
canopy of trees above me, 
causing leaf-shaped shadows 
to dance on the fabric of my 
tent. 

I lie still in the warmth 
of my bright green, down 
sleeping bag. Outside of my 
tent, the forest is alive and 
breathing. 

Unconcerned. Unhur-
ried. Unworried. Simply ex-
isting. 

For a moment, I close 
my eyes and allow myself 
the freedom to do the same.

I know that my wet and 
muddy tent will be heavier 
on the hike out. But my heart 
already feels lighter.

Sometimes being strong 
for everyone else means rec-
ognizing when you need to 
step away for a little while 
and take care of your own 
heart, too. Because you can’t 
pour from an empty cup. 

I’ve taken these days for 
myself not because I don’t 
care, but because I care so 
deeply that I needed some-
where to put all of these 
emotions for a little while.

Be assured, going into 
the woods doesn’t erase ev-
ery burden. But it does re-
frame them. 

I will most assuredly 
come home with the same 
circumstances I left with. 
But perhaps I will carry them 
differently. 

Perhaps my thoughts 
will be clearer and a bit less 
crowded.  

At the very least, may-
be I will return home with 
a little more peace, a little 
more strength, and a heart 
that feels somewhat more 
prepared to face whatever 
comes next.

Follow Tom and Julie’s 
hiking adventures on Insta-
gram @morethanthemoun-
tain.

Reclaiming your peace in the forest 
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Calendar of Events
E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event 
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have 
an event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form 
and as a Word doc or plain email text – no PDFs or flyers, 
please – to journalregister@turley.com.

UPCOMING

SATURDAY, OCT. 3
ALL MAKES & MODELS CAR SHOW will be present-

ed by the Corvette Club of Western MA on Saturday, Oct. 3 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Chicopee Moose Club, 244 Fuller 
Road, Chicopee. There will be food, beverages, raffles, tro-
phies and live music provided by The Blue Groove Band. 
There is a $20 car entry fee and spectators are free. 

VENDORS FOR THE BAYSTATE WING HOSPITAL 
GIFT SHOPPE

October Vendors
Oct. 5 - In The AM Floral 
Oct. 8 - Hobbit Hollow Herbs
Oct. 13 - Heart Arts Crafts 
Oct. 14 - How Charming 
Oct. 20 - Wicked Good Treats 
Oct. 22 - Jewelry For Diane
Oct. 27 - Geriations & Sew On

ONGOING 
WALES CHURCH FARMER’S MARKET: Located in 

the church pavilion across from the post office on the cor-
ner of Route 19 and Monson Road. The farmers market is 
open every Saturday morning from 9 a.m.-noon beginning on 
Memorial Day weekend and running until Labor Day week-
end. Offerings include homemade baked goods, local honey, 
crafts, flea market items, antiques and fruits and vegetables 
when in season. Vendors are welcome and there is no charge 
to set up a table.

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES 
6:30-7:30 p.m. and 7:30-8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or both. 
Brimfield Winery at 35 Main St., in Brimfield. Check brim-
fieldwinery.com for any variations. 

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2-4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road, Holland, to learn or 
practice different crafts. There are new crafts every Wednes-
day. For more information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely 
Road, Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hik-
ing, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can 
be found in the parking lot. For more information call 413-
267-4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit 
keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members 
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month in 
the AMETS Post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild is 
a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplishments, 
from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues are $55 a 
year. Follow them on Facebook for more information.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30 p.m., 
every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St., Mon-
son. Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute beginners and 
beginners, and participants get to dance to all types of music. 
$10 per class. Please wear comfortable footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday at the 
Palmer Library at 1455 N. Main St. Free and open to the pub-
lic. Play available board and card games or bring your own. 
Must be 16 or older unless accompanied by an adult. No reg-
istration required. For more information call 413-283-3691, or 
email palewis19@yahoo.com.

QI GONG:  Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy 
Emerson is held every Tuesday from 5:45-6:45 p.m. 

Support for patients and families. 
Training for professional patient advocates. 

Expert guidance and consulting.

PATIENT
ADVOCACY

NEPAC 2026

www.nurseadvocateentrepreneur.com

October 12-13, 2026

Worcester, MA

www.patientadvocacyconference.com

COURSES

CONSULTING

LEARN MORE

Crisis to Compassion: Where
Advocacy Matters Most

REGISTER TODAY

Independent Advocates, 
Healthcare Professionals & General Public

Teri Frykenberg, RN
Founder and Conference Chair

Low cost 
tutoring & 
scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at the 
Palmer Public Library, 
here to help you meet 
your educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: director@topfloorlearning.orgemail: director@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, HiSET 

English, Writing & Math
Computer/Tech

TUTORING
AVAILABLE
Meet Your Professional & 

Educational Goals

Computer Security Class
Learn to Protect Yourself Online

WHEN: Wednesday, Sept. 30, 2026 1–3 p.m.

WHERE: Top Floor Learning Palmer Public Library
 Third Floor, 1455 N Main St., Palmer

COST:  $20

INSTRUCTOR:  Art from POST Computer Systems

WHAT YOU’LL LEARN:
✓ How to create and keep passwords safe
✓ What is social engineering and how to avoid it
✓ How phishing works and how to avoid it
✓ How to spot fake emails and websites
✓ How to know if you’ve been hacked and what to do

POST
Computer Systems

TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT ~ Seating is Limited 
Call: 413-283-3330 ext. 110

Westminster Inn
Country-framed under a dining-room arch –

Hands folded behind; and hair a woven braid:
An evening server a soft melody pours,

As to herself unnoticed a song she has made.

An amber light winds around the hall,
And over tables whose cloth downward trails;

The plates of fare rise in varied hills;
Starched napkins white make billowing sails.

October in the unsettling of the year.
Little of covenants remain in season;

The orphaned leaves have looked in at my door –
And reason tumbles down to reason.

What echoeing words hears she of unison;
Knows not that union turns to places wild;

The long march only to lose its step,
And not wait to be reconciled.

She works while in song against the night –
In separate calm as might mother to child;

Pewter-held candles make a poignant couple
In their farewell dance to this evensong mild.

– Charles Barnes

POETRY CORNER
MONSON – The 2025 

annual water quality con-
sumer confidence report 
for Monson is available at 
https://www.monson-ma.
gov/622/Water-Quality-Re-
port-CCR-Index.  

This report contains im-
portant information about 
the source and quality of 
your drinking water.

Hard copies are avail-
able at Monson Town Hall 
located at 110 Main St., the 

Monson Free Library located 
at 2 High St. and the Monson 
Senior Center located at 106 
Main St. Please call 413-
267-4130 if you would like 
a paper report delivered to 
your home. 

Annual water quality report available

An official representing 
State Senator Jake Oliveira’s 
office also awarded procla-
mations.

“We had a great after-
noon at the Palmer Senior 
Center, celebrating everyone 
who turned 90 this year,” 
Smola said. “Ninety years is 
an incredible milestone, and 
it was special to hear some 
of their stories.”

During the Sept. 25 par-
ty, four seniors turning 90 
this year were in attendance 
to receive their congratulato-
ry certificates from officials.

The celebration also in-
cluded a meal provided by 
Greater Springfield Senior 
Services, as well as a cake 
supplied by the Palmer Big 
Y.  

Local leaders always 
appreciate opportunities to 
connect with seniors and 
learn about their families, 
careers, travels, and hobbies 
in retirement.

“These are people who 
have given so much to their 
families and to our commu-
nity over the years, and it 
was an honor to recognize 
them and wish them a very 
happy 90th birthday,” Smola 
told The Journal Register.

Among the seniors cele-
brating 90th birthdays at the 
party was G. David Bishop, 
who enjoyed spending the 
day with friends and family.

“He was thrilled. The 
Senior Center did a won-
derful job of decorating and 
putting everything together,” 
said Kimberley King, Bish-

op’s daughter.
Originally from Ware, 

Bishop served in the Nation-
al Guard before working in 
the construction industry. 
He later moved to Westfield 
and now resides in Palmer.

“He loves everyone at 
the Senior Center in Palmer. 
They are so caring and so 
good to him,” King said.

Senior Center officials 
are thanked for their extra 
efforts to make birthday cel-
ebrations unforgettable. The 
leadership team includes 
Executive Director Marlene 
Johnson, Outreach Coordi-
nator  Cindy Jasak, and Ac-
tivities and Volunteer Coor-
dinator Lisa Jacques.

Additionally, all volun-
teers are thanked for aug-
menting programs through-
out the year.

“Everyone at the Center 
does a great job of making 
our seniors feel welcome, 
and they get great support 
from volunteers,” Place add-
ed.

For seniors who were 
unable to celebrate their 
birthdays at the party, they 
will receive congratulatory 
citations in the mail.

The Senior Center is lo-
cated at 1029 Central Street. 
To learn more about upcom-
ing programs and activities 
at the Center, call 413-283-
2670.

SENIORS  ❙  from page 1

Submitted photo

Palmer’s G. David Bishop celebrates his 90th birthday with 
State Representative Todd Smola.

CNEER 
holding 
fundraiser 
dinner

HARDWICK – Central 
New England Equine Rescue, 
Inc. will hold a fall fundrais-
er benefit dinner at Hardwick 
Crossing Country Club, 262 
Lower Road, on Saturday, 
Oct. 24.

Doors open at 5 p.m. and 
a buffet dinner will be served 
at 6 p.m. Tickets are $100 
each or bundle two tickets for 
$175. Payment must be re-
ceived by Oct. 10.

To pur-
chase tick-
ets online, 
use the QR 
code or visit 
www.zeffy.
com/en-US/
ticketing/fall-fundraiser-ban-
quet. Checks made payable to 
CNEER can also be mailed to 
96 New Braintree Road, West 
Brookfield, MA 01585.

For more information 
about CNEER, people may 
visit CNEER.com or follow 
the rescue on Facebook.

CHICOPEE – The All 
Makes and Models Car 
Show will take place on Oct. 
3 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
Chicopee Moose Club (244 
Fuller Road, Chicopee).

Come on out and bring 
your classic to the annual 
show presented by the Cor-
vette Club of Western MA.

  The event will include 
food, beverages, raffles, tro-

phies, and live music pro-
vided by The Blue Groove 
Band. 

The entry fee is $20 per 
car. Spectators may attend 
for free.

All Makes and Models Car Show on Oct. 3
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WEST SPRINGFIELD 
– Fire service leaders from 
across Western Massachu-
setts and New England gath-
ered at the Big E fair recently 
to promote Fire Prevention 
Week and emphasize the safe 
charging of lithium-ion bat-
teries. 

These batteries power 
countless devices we use at 
home and work – and are also 
the cause of a growing num-
ber of fires.

Fire Prevention Week, 
the nation’s longest running 
public health observance on 
record, runs from Oct. 4-10. 
This year’s theme emphasiz-
es the importance of safely 
charging these batteries by 
using the original equipment 
manufacturer’s charging 
equipment, charging on a 
hard surface such as a table 
or counter, keeping large de-
vices away from doorways 
and other emergency routes 
and properly disposing of old 
batteries.

Hosted by West Spring-
field Fire Chief Christopher J. 
Bartone and joined by the Na-
tional Fire Prevention Associ-
ation, the state fire marshals 
of Connecticut, Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire, and 
Vermont shared practical fire 
safety information in a press 
conference outside the Mas-
sachusetts Building as fairgo-
ers watched and listened.

Bartone kicked off the 
event with a reminder that 
working smoke alarms are 
a must in every household – 
especially as colder weather 
creeps in.

“As we turn on the heat 
and spend more time indoors, 
we start to see more late night 
and early morning fires that 
tragically lead to death and 

serious injury,” he said. “Be-
fore we go any further, I want 
to emphasize the importance 
of working smoke alarms on 
every level of every home. 
Working alarms give you 
time to escape before a fire 
turns deadly, so be sure you 
can hear that beep wherever 
you sleep.”

Massachusetts State Fire 
Marshal Jon Davine said that 
almost all of today’s recharge-
able devices use lithium-ion 
batteries, and that battery fires 
have become more common 
as they’ve grown in use.

“Across the country, bat-
tery fires jumped by almost 
400% between 2020 and 
2023. We saw the same thing 
in Massachusetts, with re-
ported battery fires climbing 
from fewer than 20 to more 
than 130 in just a couple of 
years. And we’re on track to 
have more battery fires re-
ported this month than any 
other since we started collect-

ing data. And the hazard isn’t 
just in batteries starting fires. 
Lithium-ion batteries have a 
high energy density, meaning 
they pack a lot of power into a 
small device. That means any 
kind of damage, including 
heat from an unrelated fire, 
can cause them to explode in 
sparks and flames, spreading 
a fire faster and further,” he 
said.

Connecticut State Fire 
Marshal Lauri Volkert, Ver-
mont State Fire Marshal Mi-
chael Desrochers and New 
Hampshire State Fire Marshal 
Sean Toomey shared tips on 
reducing the risk of a battery 
fire:

Be sure to use a battery 
intended for the device and 
the original manufacturer’s 
charging equipment. 

Generic or aftermarket 
cords and chargers might be 
a little cheaper, but they may 
not deliver the right voltage or 
communicate with the battery 

effectively. This can lead to 
overcharging and catastroph-
ic damage.

When you’re charging 
your device, place it on a 
hard, stable surface such as 
a table or countertop – not a 
bed or a couch, and never un-
der a pillow or pile of clothes. 
Softer surfaces like these can 
trap heat and increase the risk 
of fire. 

Larger batteries will 
cause more damage if they 
ignite or explode. That’s why 
it’s safer to store larger equip-
ment like battery-powered 
scooters and e-bikes outdoors 
and out of the sun, if possible.

If you must store them 
in the house, keep them away 
from doors, windows, and 
stairways. These are your 
emergency exits in case of 
fire, and they’re the routes 
that firefighters will take if 
they need to gain entry.

Keep an eye on your de-
vices when charging them. 

Don’t leave them unattended, 
especially for a long period 
of time, and always unplug 
them when the battery is fully 
charged. 

Overcharging causes 
heat and stress on the battery, 
and it’s even safer to keep it 
below 100%.

There are often signs that 
a battery is failing. If the de-
vice feels hot to the touch, if 
it starts to swell, or if it smells 
strange or starts to leak, stop 
using it and move it away 
from flammable items. If the 
battery begins to smoke, get 
to safety and call 9-1-1 right 
away.

Today’s battery fires can 
involve explosions of sparks 
and flames. They can release 
toxic smoke and gases. Rec-
ognizing the warning signs 
can help you protect yourself 
and your loved ones.

Bob Duval, New En-
gland Regional Manager of 
the National Fire Protection 

Association, said fire depart-
ments across New England 
have seen an increase in fires 
in trash and recycling trucks, 
as well as dumpsters and 
compactors. While the exact 
cause often goes undeter-
mined, officials believe many 
of them involve lithium-ion 
batteries being damaged and 
igniting.

“The safest way to dis-
pose of today’s rechargeable 
batteries is through a battery 
recycling program,” Duval 
said. “Don’t place them in 
household trash or recycling. 
Instead, bring them to your 
community’s household haz-
ardous waste collection or a 
recycling center that accepts 
them. You can find one near 
you at BatteryNetwork.org.”

To learn more about bat-
tery safety, visit the Depart-
ment of Fire Services’ Lithi-
um-Ion Battery Safety page, 
www.mass.gov/info-details/
lithium-ion-battery-safety.

Fire service leaders raise awareness of battery safety

WARE – Ware Grange’s 
last gardening workshop for 
this season, “Garlic Culture 
and Tasting,” will be held 
on Monday, Oct. 5 at 7 p.m. 
at the Grange Hall at 297 
Belchertown Road.

The presenter 
will be Roberta 
McQuaid, author 
of the weekly “In 
the Garden” 
column for 
Turley Pub-
lications. 

Now is 
the best time 

to plant garlic cloves. Learn 
about how to prepare your 
soil, plant the cloves, mulch 
and overwinter, then what 
to do in the spring to ensure 
a robust harvest. Attendees 
will get to sample different 
garlic varieties to experi-
ence the variation in taste. 

Visit Ware 
Grange on 

Facebook 
or at ware-
g r a n g e .
org for 
more in-

formation.

Grange hosting garlic 
planting workshop

Submitted Photos

Massachusetts State Fire Marshal Jon Davine (at right, in uni-
form) reviewed lithium-ion battery fire data with Connecticut 
State Fire Marshal Lauri Volkert; Vermont State Fire Marshal 
Michael Desrochers; and New Hampshire State Fire Marshal 
Sean Toomey. With other fire officials, they promoted battery 
fire safety outside the Massachusetts building at West Spring-
field’s Big E fair.

Flanked by a group of Western Massachusetts fire chiefs, Bob Duval of the National Fire Preven-
tion Association urged fairgoers to dispose of old rechargeable batteries at a battery recycling 
location, not in household trash or recycling.

lb
$199

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/1/26-10/7/2610/1/26-10/7/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN

COCONUT CREAM PIE 27 OZ .......

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP SHELL ON
13/15 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN READY TO COOK

FLOUNDER FISH
BREADED ...........................................

$177USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .............

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$529

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

TAILGATE SPECIALS
lb $1998

USDA INSP. 
VIRGINIA HAM ......................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$399

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BABY BACK
PORK RIBS 2 PAK ....................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN
ASSORTED CHOPS..............

USDA INSP. STOREMADE KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS ....
USDA INSP. STOREMADE ITALIAN MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN BREASTS .. lb

lb
$335

$399

$599
ea

lb

BEEF WHOLE 
EYE ROUND

BEEF T’BONE or 
PORTERHOUSE STEAKS

$499
lb

$229
lb

$188
lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

WHOLE WHOLE 
oror HALF HALF

$499

$998
lb

$177USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ........... lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

  

Work Days & Kids On Track
Saturday, October 10th & 17th 

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Abel at Boxboro
Saturday, October 24th, 9:30 a.m.

Track or Treat - Springfield
Saturday, October 25th, 10:30 a.m.

Interested in more information
amherstrail.org

Operating Since 1965 

1130 S Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069

(413) 267-4555

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Fall Into Golfing & More
Please Check Facebook

For Dinner & Drink Specials

See Website for More Information

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, 

Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering Available

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Sip & Paint
Tuesday

Oct. 6 & Oct. 20
Starting at 6:30 p.m.

Visit Our Website For More Details

Function 
Space 

 Available

The Zonta Club of Quabo-
ag Valley is currently soliciting 
proposals from local nonprofit 
organizations for projects that 
benefit women and/or youth.  

The Zonta Service Grant 
Form application can be down-
loaded at www.zontaqv.org/
service-grant/ or requested by 
contacting info@zontaqv.org.  
Grants are awarded biannually, 
in November (Nov. 1 deadline) 
and May (April 1, 2027 dead-
line).  

Proposals must include 
specific details of the project 
including the need that will 
be addressed with the funds. 
In reviewing completed ap-
plications the committee will 

give preference for a hands-on 
component that can involve 
Zontians (and supporters, if 
appropriate).

As a community-driven 
organization, Zonta’s grant 
capacity is tied directly to the 
success of its fundraising ef-
forts. While it reviews and 
awards service grants twice a 
year, the total amount distribut-
ed each cycle fluctuates based 
on the funds raised during the 
annual golf tournament, calen-
dar raffle, etc.  

Two-thirds of all profits 
are used to fund local initia-
tives; one-third goes to the 
Zonta Foundation for Women 
to fund global projects with 

partners including UNFPA, 
UNICEF USA, Girls Not 
Brides, and the Coalition to 
End Violence Against Women’

Since its inception in 
1991, the Zonta Club of 
Quaboag  Valley has contribut-
ed over $150,000 in cash and 
in-kind donations to local non-
profits.

Recent local grant recip-
ients included: Girl Scouts of 
Central and Western MA to 
help fund the Council’s Com-
munity-Based Programming 
outreach; YWCA of Western 
MA to stock their emergency 
food pantry; Girls on the Run 
Western MA to help support 
youth programming and train 

coaches; Girls Inc. of the Val-
ley to support a youth-led 
community educational event 
focused on human rights; Safe 
Passage of Northampton to 
offset printing of a program 
booklet for Say Something 
– eight-hour skills-focused 
training program grounded in 
effective strategies of bystand-
er intervention and empower-
ment self-defense; and Alianza 
DV Services, Inc. in support 
of the Clothesline Project – a 
visual display of violence sta-
tistics that often go ignored. 
Each shirt is made by a survi-
vor of violence or by someone 
who has lost a loved one to vi-
olence.

Zonta Service Grants applications available 
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Barbara Shirley 
(Chlebus) Breton, 
84, died on Septem-
ber 22, 2026, after a 
long illness. Barbara 
was born on July 5, 
1942, in Bondsville, 
Mass. to Catherine 
and Frank Chlebus. 
She attended Palmer 
High School where 
she graduated in 
1960. She moved 
to Palmer when she 
married and raised her two 
girls in the community. Barba-
ra worked for Shawmut Bank 
in Palmer for many years. She 
left banking to work for her 
family business before moving 
into real estate as a realtor in 
the area for numerous years.

Barbara will be missed 

by her two 
daughters The-
resa Les and 
husband Paul 
of Holland, 
Mass., Dean-
na Sloat and 
husband Kevin 
of Palmer. Her 
four grand-
children who 
were her pride 
and joy Aman-
da Skowyra 

(Adam Skowyra), Andrew 
Les (Stephanie Les), Jason 
Sloat, Olivia Sloat and her 
great-grandson Kolson Skow-
yra. She leaves many cousins 
whom she grew up with espe-
cially Michele Topor of Boston 
and Kenneth Kulis of Vermont. 
She also leaves her travel bud-

dy and beloved companion 
Glenn Dane. 

Barbara loved to vis-
it Maine with her family and 
friends and had a vacation 
home there for many years. She 
will always be remembered for 
her sparkle, love of her cats, 
love of gardening, celebrating 
the holidays and traveling.

Barbara’s life was cele-
brated on Tuesday, Sept. 29 
from 9:30 to 11 a.m. with an 
11 a.m. service at Beers & Sto-
ry Palmer Funeral Home with 
burial immediately following 
at St. Thomas Cemetery on 
Thorndike St. in Palmer.

In lieu of flowers please 
send donations in Barbara’s 
name to Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, 320 Nevada Street, Suite 
201, Newton, MA 02460.

Barbara Shirley (Chlebus) Breton
Obituary

DEATH NOTICE
Barbara (Chlebus) Breton
Died Sept. 22, 2026
Services Sept. 29, 2026
Beers & Story Funeral Home

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

ly, trophies will be awarded 
for People’s Choice, Best in 
Show, and the Firefighters 
Award.

This year, a memorial 
trophy will honor Eugene 
“Gene” Randall, who passed 
away in April. Randall was 
an avid classic car enthusi-
ast and served as a judge for 
many of the shows.

Car registration opens at 
7 a.m. The entry cost is $20 
per vehicle. General admis-
sion is $5.

The event will also in-
clude several food trucks; 
beverages offered by Brim-
field Winery; and live music 
by Cruisin’ Bruce Marshall, 
of The Valley’s Classic Hits 
97.7 FM.

  “The show draws car 
clubs and spectators from 
throughout the state, as well 
as bordering states such as 
New Hampshire and Con-
necticut,” read a statement 
released by Hitchcock Acad-
emy. “The show isn’t just an-

tique cars alone – it includes 
vintage varieties such as 
muscle cars, as well as utility 
vehicles and trucks. You will 
find anything from the ear-
ly 1900s: trucks, street rods, 
Camaros, Corvettes, and Eu-
ropean models, even vintage 
fire apparatus and more.” 

Brimfield’s first fire 
truck, a 1927 Buffalo, will 
be on display along with the 
Massachusetts State Police 
Museum’s 1968 Ford Ranch 
Wagon once used by troop-
ers.

The show’s souvenir 
commemorative program 
book is produced and pub-
lished by Hitchcock Acad-
emy as a fundraiser for the 
community center.

Among the articles in 
this year’s book are features 
on local auto shop owner and 
musician David Bell, as well 
as automotive journalist, his-
torian, author, and television 
host Steve Magnante.

Bell has been in the auto-
motive business in Brimfield 
for more than 40 years. He is 
the owner of Classic Heaven 

on Holland Road, providing 
auto repair, body work, paint-
ing, and restoration. A feature 
in the program book details 
the impacts of the 2011 torna-
do on Bell’s business and his 
lifelong love of classic cars.

A feature on Magnante 
explores his career and rise to 
automotive acclaim through 
work on “Junkyard Crawls” 
and “Junkyard Gold,” in ad-
dition to his work as an auc-
tion commentator and brand 
spokesperson for Dodge.

The Brimfield Firefight-
ers Association is also a ben-
eficiary of the fundraising 
event, collecting car registra-
tion fees and admission from 
the show. 

Members of the asso-
ciation also sell T-shirts and 
run a 50/50 raffle during the 
event. Proceeds have support-
ed the restoration of the Buf-
falo Truck and are also used 
for ongoing critical training.

The rain date for the 
event is Oct. 11.

Organizers thank every-
one who comes together to 
make the show a success each 
year.

“The show doesn’t hap-
pen without volunteers, and 
more are always needed to 
help with registration, direct-
ing parking, and judging,” 
read the statement issued by 
Hitchcock Academy. “Hitch-
cock can connect with any-
one interested in participat-
ing.”

For more information 
about the event, visit www.
hitchcockacademy.org.

Hitchcock Academy is a 
community center located at 
2 Brookfield Road in Brim-
field, providing educational, 
recreational, and cultural pro-
gramming.

REVVING  ❙  from page 1

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries. One 
is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, 
date of death and funeral date and place. The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing $275, which allows families to publish 
extended death notice information of their own choice 
(with a word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries should be 
submitted through a funeral home to: obits@turley.com. 
Exceptions will be made only when the family provides a 
death certificate and must be pre-paid.
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Public safety

During the week of Sept. 
13-19, the Palmer Police De-
partment responded to 63 
building checks, 37 motor 
vehicle stops, eight motor 
vehicle violations, 74 infor-
mational calls, 39 medical 
emergencies, six animal com-
plaints, 19 calls for officers 
wanted, 16 alarms, 26 silent, 
accidental, abandoned or 
hung up 911 calls, seven fire 
calls, six theft or fraud calls, 
seven investigations, seven 
motor vehicle accidents, sev-
en motor vehicle releases, 11 
general services, three out of 
jurisdiction reports, 10 as-
sists to other agencies, four 
transports, 26 traffic posts, 11 
school resource officer calls 
and seven assists to citizens

Sunday, Sept. 13
3:23 a.m. Medical Mutu-

al Aid, Greenwich Road
8:13 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Old Warren Road
2:26 p.m. Disabled Mo-

tor Vehicle, South Main Street
2:37 p.m. Civil Com-

plaint, Main Street
2:49 p.m. Hazard-Wire/

Pole/Tree, North Main Street 
and Diane Street

4:23 p.m. Noise Com-
plaint, Stimson Street

4:51 p.m. Disturbance, 
Overlook Drive

4:52 p.m. Well Being 
Check, River Street

4:57 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Belanger Street

5:04 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Pleasant Street

5:30 p.m. Fire-Motor Ve-
hicle, Lariviere Street

6:03 p.m. Medical Mutu-
al Aid, Carpenter Road

7:08 p.m. Fire-Smoke, 
Wilbraham Street

9:15 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Quaboag Valley Co-
Op

9:20 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, North Main Street

10:44 p.m. Noise Com-
plaint, Thorndike Street

11:27 p.m. Suspicious 
Person, Breckenridge Street 
and Park Street

11:39 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

11:45 p.m. Medical 
Emergency, Cavin Street

Monday, Sept. 14
12:48 a.m. Suspi-

cious-Other, Strong Street
1:33 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Park Street
5:07 a.m. Well Being 

Check, Ford Street
8:03 a.m. Disabled Mo-

tor Vehicle, Springfield Street
8:57 a.m. Property Re-

turn, Main Street
9:26 a.m. Animal Com-

plaint, Main Street
10:36 a.m. Well Being 

Check, Wright Street and 
North Main Street

11:05 a.m. Fire-Smoke, 
Thorndike Street

11:10 a.m. Vandalism, 
Main Street

12:34 p.m. Trespass 
Complaint, North Main Street

1:29 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Sykes Street

2:29 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

2:51 p.m. Alarm Bur-
glar/Hold-Up/Panic, Church 
Street

3:12 p.m. Water Leak/
Hazard, Fairview Street

3:19 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Michael Drive

4:03 p.m. Alarm Burglar/
Hold-Up/Panic, Griffin Street

4:08 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Winthrop Street

4:20 p.m. Suspicious Ve-
hicle, High Street

4:48 p.m. Trespass Com-
plaint, North Street

4:53 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

5:57 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Memory Lane

6:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Repossession, North Main 
Street

6:27 p.m. Disabled Mo-
tor Vehicle, Three Rivers 
Road

6:46 p.m. Medical 
Alarm, South Main Street

7:26 p.m. Civil Com-
plaint, Old Warren Road

8:25 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

8:58 p.m. Well Being 
Check, Central Street

9:09 p.m. Medical Mutu-
al Aid

9:18 p.m. Suspi-
cious-Other, Ware Street

10:02 p.m. Suspicious 
Vehicle, Sibley Street

10:29 p.m. Noise Com-
plaint, Palmer Road

Tuesday, Sept. 15
12:37 a.m. Water Leak/

Hazard, Main Street
1:57 a.m. Suspicious Ve-

hicle, North Main Street
3:30 a.m. Suspi-

cious-Other, South Main 
Street

7:39 a.m. Noise Com-
plaint, Main Street

9:31 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Main Street

10 a.m. Medical Mutual 
Aid, Mill Brook Drive

10:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Ware Street

12:14 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Main Street

12:39 p.m. Investigation, 
Main Street

1:47 p.m. Suspicious Ve-
hicle, State Street

4:07 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Maple Terrace

4:09 p.m. Fraud, Ware 
Street

4:10 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Park Violation, Fletcher 
Street

4:22 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Shearer Street

4:40 p.m. Property 
Found, Calkins Road

5:16 p.m. Disabled Mo-
tor Vehicle, Ware Street and 
High Street

5:36 p.m. Well Being 
Check, Beacon Drive

5:41 p.m. Disabled Mo-
tor Vehicle, Thorndike Street

5:58 p.m. Medical 
Alarm, Main Street

6:34 p.m. Medical 
Alarm, Anderson Street

6:40 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Hill Street

7:01 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Winthrop Street

7:02 p.m. Fire-Smoke, 
Wilbraham Street

7:29 p.m. Disabled Mo-
tor Vehicle, Calkins Road

8:28 p.m. Well Being 
Check, Wright Street

8:34 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Wright Street

8:46 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Memory Lane

9:34 p.m. Well Being 
Check, Beacon Drive

9:35 p.m. Suspicious Ve-
hicle, Ruggles Street

Wednesday, Sept. 16
12:15 a.m. Alarm Bur-

glar/Hold-Up/Panic, Wilbra-
ham Street

7:23 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Belanger Street

7:43 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Breckenridge Street
8:28 a.m. Hazard-Road 

Condition, Mass Turnpike
11:00 a.m. Well Being 

Check, Main Street
12:05 p.m. Illegal Dump-

ing, Park Street
12:38 p.m. Medical 

Emergency, Old Warren Road
12:44 p.m. Well Being 

Check, North Main Street
1:53 p.m. Suspi-

cious-Other, Thorndike Street
2:26 p.m. Well Being 

Check, Main Street
2:33 p.m. Fraud, Palm-

er Police Department, Main 
Street

4:27 p.m. Alarm Fire/
Smoke/CO, Meadowbrook 
Lane

4:41 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Thorndike Street

4:51 p.m. Hazard-Road 
Condition, North Main Street

5:49 p.m. Investigation, 
Maple Terrace

7:12 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Meadowlane Street

7:45 p.m. Medical Mutu-
al Aid, Monson 

7:51 p.m. Theft, North 
Main Street

8:51 p.m. Investigation, 
Pinney Street

9:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Ware Street

9:58 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Main Street

10 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Belanger Street

10:55 p.m. Medical 
Emergency, Main Street

Thursday, Sept. 17
12:33 a.m. Well Being 

Check, Salem Street
12:50 a.m. Suspicious 

Person, South Main Street
1:51 a.m. Suspicious Ve-

hicle, Park Street
3:55 a.m. Well Being 

Check, Breckenridge Street 
and Ware Street

9:27 a.m. Animal Com-
plaint, North Main Street

9:37 a.m. Unwanted Per-
son, North Main Street

10:11 a.m. Theft, South 
Main Street

10:16 a.m. Suspi-
cious-Other, Thorndike Street

10:28 a.m. Medical 
Alarm, Main Street

10:57 a.m. Medical 
Emergency, Church Street

11:47 a.m. Medical 
Emergency, Ruggles Street

1:21 p.m. Suspicious Ve-
hicle, Thorndike Street

2:09 p.m. Lost Property, 
State Street

2:20 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Thorndike Street

2:53 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Breckenridge Street

3 p.m. Found Property, 
Sykes Street

3:05 p.m. Disturbance, 
Sykes Street

4:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Main Street

4:55 p.m. Noise Com-
plaint, Stimson Street

5:36 p.m. Hazard-Other, 
State Street

6:00 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Olney Road

6:48 p.m. Well Being 
Check, State Street

7:10 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Main Street

8:12 p.m. Civil Com-
plaint, North Main Street

8:33 p.m. Investigation, 
Quaboag Valley Co-Op

8:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Violations, Park Street

Arrest: Eduardo E. Mar-
tinez, 27, Southwick

OUI Liquor or .08%; 
Negligent Operation of Mo-
tor Vehicle; Marked Lanes 
Violation; Speeding, Rate 
of Speed Exceeding Posted 
Limit; Badge, Use Without 
Authority

9:37 p.m. Assault and 
Battery, Sykes Street

10:04 p.m. Civil Com-
plaint, Thorndike Street

11:57 p.m. Medical 
Emergency, Beacon Drive

Friday, Sept. 18
4:27 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Nipmuck Street
6:57 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Calkins Road
7:57 a.m. Suspicious Per-

son, Park Street
10:35 a.m. Hazard-Oth-

er, Belchertown Street
10:49 a.m. Well Being 

Check, South Main Street
11:00 a.m. Medical 

Emergency, Depot Street
11:45 a.m. Medical 

Emergency, Ware Street
12:13 p.m. Animal Com-

plaint, Winthrop Street
12:51 p.m. Medical 

Emergency, Main Street
2:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Accident, Palmer Street and 
Thorndike Street

3:01 p.m. Trespass Com-
plaint, Main Street

3:15 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, East Street

4:24 p.m. Disturbance, 
River Street

4:28 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Breckenridge Street

4:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Park Violation, Park Street

4:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, River Street

5:00 p.m. Suspi-
cious-Other, Main Street

5:04 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Breckenridge Street

5:08 p.m. Alarm Burglar/
Hold-Up/Panic, Park Street

6:11 p.m. Well Being 
Check, Main Street

6:52 p.m. Theft, Park 
Street

9:19 p.m. Investigation, 
Center Street

10:33 p.m. Investigation, 
Wright Street

Saturday, Sept. 19
12:51 a.m. Breaking and 

Entering Vehicle, Bourne 
Street

1:50 a.m. Assault and 
Battery, Cheney Street

6:31 a.m. Medical Mutu-
al Aid, Washington Road

8:11 a.m. Fire-Burn 
Complaint, Center Street

9:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, North Main Street

11:27 a.m. Medical 
Emergency, Thorndike Street

12:45 p.m. Investigation, 
North Main Street

3:39 p.m. Found Proper-
ty, South Main Street

3:49 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Main Street

3:57 p.m. Medical Mutu-
al Aid, Carla Lane

4:27 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Central Street

6 p.m. Theft, North Main 
Street

6:19 p.m. Fire-Gas Leak/
Odor, Central Street

6:30 p.m. Property Re-
turn, Main Street

6:32 p.m. Animal Com-
plaint, Thorndike Street

7:12 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Accident, Park Street and 
Walnut Street

9:40 p.m. Weapons Vio-
lation, Nipmuck Street

9:40 p.m. Weapons Vio-
lation, Old Warren Road and 
Katie Lane

 Palmer Police Logs

MONSON – The Mon-
son Fire Department re-
sponded to 23 EMS calls 
and six fire calls for the week 
of Sept. 21-27.

On Monday, Sept. 21 
at 10:32 a.m., the depart-
ment responded to 27 Wo-
odridge Road for a fire alarm 
sounding. The department 
returned to service at 10:41 
a.m. 

On Tuesday, Sept. 22 
at 12:27 p.m., the depart-
ment responded to 146 Main 
St. for a fire alarm sounding. 
The department returned to 
service at 12:39 p.m.

On Wednesday, Sept. 
23 at 2:45 p.m., the de-
partment responded to 57 
Town Farm Road, Apt. 3 for 
alarms sounding. The de-
partment returned to service 

at 3:08 p.m.
On Thursday, Sept. 24 

at 7:41 a.m., the department 
responded to 1 State St. for a 
fire call. The department re-
turned to service at 7:55 a.m.

On Sunday, Sept. 27 
at 7:54 p.m., the department 
responded to 43 Margaret St. 
for a commercial fire alarm. 
The department returned to 
service at 8:30 p.m.

 Monson Fire Logs
During the week of Sept. 

21-27, the Monson Police 
Department responded to 
nine miscellaneous calls, 43 
administrative calls, eight 
property checks, 25 traffic 
assignments, five traffic viola-
tions, 14 safety hazards, nine 
investigations, four assists to 
other agencies, 37 police ve-
hicle checks, 20 motor vehicle 
stops, 14 directed patrols, 19 
details/overtimes and nine 
phone calls.

Monday, Sept. 21
7:41 a.m. Abandoned 

911 Call
7:52 a.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
8 a.m. Well Being Check
10:30 a.m. Fire Alarm
10:37 a.m. Traffic Viola-

tion/Hazard
1:25 p.m. Fire Mutual 

Aid
3:23 p.m. Abandoned 

911 Call
4:29 p.m. Medical Emer-

gency
8 p.m. Investigation/Fol-

low Up

Tuesday, Sept. 22
11:28 a.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
12:05 p.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
3:48 p.m. Assault 
3:53 p.m. Missing/Run-

away/Found Person
5:58 p.m. Animal In 

Progress/Dangerous
6:31 p.m. Service 209A/

Harassment Order
6:41 p.m. Suspicious/

Wanted 
7:29 p.m. Suspicious/

Wanted 
10:04 p.m. Animal Com-

plaint

Wednesday, Sept. 23
2:49 p.m. Fire Alarm
5:51 p.m. Abandoned 

911 Call
8:41 p.m. Suspicious/

Wanted 

Thursday, Sept. 24
6 a.m. Abandoned 911 

Call
6:19 a.m. Abandoned 

911 Call
7:19 a.m. Safety Hazard
7:36 a.m. Structure Fire
9:20 a.m. Abandoned 

911 Call
10:07 a.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
1:21 p.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
2:22 p.m. Suspicious/

Wanted 
3:07 p.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
4:02 p.m. Disturbance/

Nuisance
6:01 p.m. Abandoned 

911 Call
6:13 p.m. Damage/Van-

dalism/Mischief 
11:37 p.m. Suspicious/

Wanted 
Arrest: Dorian J. Em-

erson Bushnell, 21, Stafford 
Springs, Connecticut

OUI Liquor or .08%; 
Negligent Operation of Motor 
Vehicle; Unlicensed Opera-
tion of Motor Vehicle

Friday, Sept. 25
7 a.m. Suspicious/Want-

ed 
7:17 a.m. Missing/Run-

away/Found Person
7:41 a.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
8:58 a.m. Investigation/

Follow Up
10:50 a.m. Well Being 

Check

11:07 a.m. Traffic Viola-
tion/Hazard 

2:49 p.m. Traffic Viola-
tion/Hazard

2:58 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call

4:01 p.m. Keep the Peace
4:30 p.m. Keep the Peace

Saturday, Sept. 26
5:35 a.m. Alarm
8:21 a.m. Disturbance/

Nuisance 
9:50 a.m. Safety Hazard
10:29 a.m. Safety Hazard
10:30 a.m. Safety Hazard
10:39 a.m. Safety Hazard
11:06 a.m. EMS Mutual 

Aid
11:39 a.m. Safety Hazard
12:19 p.m. Traffic Viola-

tion/Hazard
12:37 p.m. Safety Hazard
1:02 p.m. Safety Hazard
4:20 p.m. Abandoned 

911 Call
7:01 p.m. Safety Hazard
8:03 p.m. Abandoned 

911 Call

Sunday, Sept. 27
2:22 a.m. Safety Hazard
8:49 a.m. Well Being 

Check
10:27 a.m. Safety Hazard
10:38 a.m. Animal Com-

plaint
12:26 p.m. Wanted 209A 

Violation
1:11 p.m. Safety Hazard
1:18 p.m. Safety Hazard
2:09 p.m. Medical Emer-

gency
4:10 p.m. EMS Mutual 

Aid
9:02 p.m. Traffic Viola-

tion/Hazard
9:55 p.m. Safety Hazard
11:51 p.m. Abandoned 

911 Call

 Monson Police Logs

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333
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MONSON – Last 
week, Monson High 
School girls soccer 
saw their struggles con- tinue. 
It started with a 5-1 loss against 
Douglas High School. South-
wick and Ludlow also defeat-
ed Monson during the past 
week and Monson is now 0-7 
on the season. The Mustangs, 
who have played a historically 
tough schedule the past few 
years, look for their first win 
on Friday afternoon, Oct. 2, at 
5 p.m. from Rogers Field.

Mustangs 
remain 
winless

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER – The Path-
finder Tech football team had 
a 2-0 record after outscoring 
their first two regular season 
opponents, 99-0. Franklin 
County Tech, who was the Pi-
oneers week 3 opponent, also 
outscored their first two oppo-
nents, 80-0.

When the two vocational 
high schools battled each other 
on the gridiron in a non-league 
game last Friday night, they 
combined to score 68 points.  

The Eagles, who have 
won the last four games in the 
series, remained undefeated 
following a 48-20 victory at 
Legion Field in Palmer.

“We’re a little bit banged 
up, and we had a lot of players 
going both ways tonight. We 
wore down in the second half,” 
said Pathfinder Tech head 
coach William Darling. “You 
have to give Franklin Tech a 
lot of credit. They played very 
well against us.”

Following a brilliant sun-
set, the Pioneers won the coin 
toss. Initially, the referee sin-
gled that the Pioneers would be 
receiving the opening kickoff, 
but it was a mistake. Instead, 
the Pioneers deferred until the 
start of the second half.  

“We always defer when-

Pioneers 
suffer 
first loss

PALMER – The Path-
finder Regional High School 
girls soccer team remains at 
.500 after scoring a win and a 
loss during the past week. 

Last Monday afternoon 
on the grass behind Pathfind-
er, the Pioneers edged Putnam 
2-1. 

Lee would defeat Path-
finder last Tuesday 4-0 for a 
2-2 overall record. 

The Pioneers will travel 
to Gateway for a Friday eve-
ning game on Oct. 3 at 6 p.m. 

The Pioneers are back 
home to face Commerce at 4 
p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 6.

Pioneers split another pair

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE – Three of the 
previous four meetings be-
tween the Pathfinder Tech 
and Ware boys’ soccer teams 
ended in draws. Unlike their 
recent clashes, the first meet-
ing of the 2026 campaign 
between the Bi-County East 
foes was far less suspenseful.

The Pathfinder Tech Pio-
neers held a 7-0 halftime lead 
and cruised to a 10-0 victory 
over the Ware Indians on a 
cool night at Veteran’s Field 
in Ware, last Tuesday. 

“We’re hoping to chal-
lenge for the league title this 
year, so this is a very big-
league win for us,” said Path-
finder Tech head coach David 
Wilson. “Winning the league 
title is our first goal. We also 
want to qualify for both the 
Western Mass. and state tour-
naments.”

Pathfinder Tech entered 
this week’s action with a 5-1-
1 overall record and a 3-0-1 
mark against league oppo-
nents. The last time they cap-
tured the league title was in 
2022.

The first meeting of 
last season between the two 
squads ended in a 2-2 draw.

It was their first meet-
ing on the soccer pitch since 
playing a pair of ties in 2022.

Pathfinder Tech, who 
posted a 4-0 home shut-
out victory over Ware in the 
second meeting of last sea-
son, was scheduled to host 
Southwick at Legion Field 
on Monday night. The winner 
of that contest took over sole 
possession of first place in the 
Bi-County East standings. 

Pathfinder 
takes down 
Ware boys

Lylia Ellis 
sends a 
free kick 
away.

Avery Beaudoin is closely pursued by a Douglas player.

Emma Maziarz looks to cross the ball.

Jordyn Szado traps the ball.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Madison Boulrice punts the ball away.

Aubrey Ortiz tries to steal the ball.

Josephine Boyko chases 
down a loose ball.Ellyana Lavalley sends a shot away.

Evelyn Wood looks to cut the ball off.

SOCCERSOCCER

Goalie Grace Berry punts the ball away.PIONEERS   ❙   page 10

PATHFINDER   ❙   page 10

Turley photos by 
Gregory A. Scibelli

Above, Lucy Maziarz 
tries to protect the ball 
from an opponent.

Megan Clark takes possession.

Gloria Gern fights for the ball.

Elle Somers swipes a quick pass.
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Superior Value at

Crimmins - Graveline Insurance

1010 Thorndike St., Palmer
413-283-8378

www.cgins.com

Visit our new location at 
1010 Thorndike Street, Palmer

handicap accessible and plenty of parking

“We shop local 
and hope 

you do too!”

Friendly, Dependable Service
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FULL RMV SERVICE

CONGRATULATIONS ATHLETE!

WESTFIELD — West-
field State controlled the 
ball with the ground game 
and got several key defen-
sive stands as the Owls ral-
lied, then held on for a 24-21 
over Worcester State to wash 
out the Lancers’ homecom-
ing in inclement weather at 
Coughlin Field in Worcester 
on Saturday.

Westfield fell behind 
14-0 midway through the 
second quarter, as the Lanc-
ers scored their second TD 
of the day with a short drive 
after the Worcester’s Gio 
Roman scooped up a fum-
ble and returned it 41 yards 
to the Westfield 5-yard line, 
with Gavin Hatfield carrying 
it in from a yard out three 
plays later.

The Lancers had a 
golden opportunity when 
the Owls fumbled again on 
the next play from scrim-
mage, setting Worcester up 
1st and 10 at the Westfield 
24-yard line.  But the West-
field State defense promptly 
forced a 4-and out scenario, 
with Chase Goldberg sack-
ing Worcester State’s MJ 
Bakaysa to end the threat.

Buoyed by the defen-
sive stop, Westfield’s of-
fense marched 73 yards on 
13 plays. Quinn Sumner 
completed a 25-yard pass 
to Malachi Hymes on third 
down to keep the drive alive, 
and Manny Mengata bat-
tered his way into the end-
zone from two yards out to 

cap the drive 
and trim the 
lead to 14-7 after 
Andrew Currier’s 
extra point, and 
the teams went to 
the half with that 
score.

Worcester re-
ceived the ball to 
start the second half, but the 
Owls defense forced a three 
and out inside the Lancers’ 
own 10-yard line, and a 
short punt gave the Owls the 
ball on the Worcester State 
19-yard line.   Four plays 
later, Mengata again scored 
from two yards out and tied 
the game at 14-all.

Westfield grabbed a 
21-14 lead before the third 
quarter was out, using a 12-
play, 67-yard drive over 6:18 
that Mengata capped with an 
8-yard touchdown run.

The Owls added a 21-
yard field goal from Currier 
midway through the fourth 
quarter that would prove 
valuable insurance.

Worcester immediately 
answered with a 67-yard TD 
toss from Bakaysa to Jack 
Poirer, finding Poirer wide 
open deep down the left 
sideline for the score, trim-
ming the lead back to 24-21.

Westfield’s defense 
needed one more stand late, 
as the Lancers got to the 
Owls 33-yard line in the fi-
nal minute, but three straight 
incompletions included 
passes broken up by West-

field’s Tedi 
Hunt on sec-

ond down and 
then Tom Cascio 

on the final hail 
mary to seal the 

win for Westfield, 
which improves to 

2-2 on the season 
and 2-1 in MASCAC 

play.   Worcester slips to 1-3 
overall and 1-1 in the MAS-
CAC.

Westfield was led by 
125 yards rushing and three 
TD’s from Mengata on 25 
carries, with Cole Ingham 
adding 57 yards on the 
ground.   Sumner complet-
ed 4-10 passes for 65 yards 
on a tough passing day, as 
a nor’easter rolled through 
southern New England with 
alternately heavy winds and 
rain.   Westfield controlled 
the time of possession battle 
with nearly 36 minutes to 
Worcester’s 24.

Nick Gauger led the 
Owls with eight tackles, 
with Mark Wright-Wood-
house adding seven.   Gold-
berg and Preston Jacoski 
each had a sack.

Worcester was led by 
95 yards on the ground from 
Gavin Hatfield.     Bakaysa 
finished 15-30 passing for 
204 yards.

Westfield will have its 
bye weekend next, before 
returning to action with 
a non-conference game 
against Mass Maritime on 
Oct. 10 at Alumni Field.  

Westfield State University
Owls edge rival Lancers 

chanical failure that ended his 
championship hopes, leaving 
Dubois as the remaining chal-
lenger attempting to chase 
down Thompson.

Thompson delivered 
when it mattered most, finish-
ing second in the feature and 
earning enough points to se-
cure the 2026 Beck’s Automo-
tive Pro V8 Sportsman Series 
Championship.

In the Doug’s Auto Body 
Young Gun Divisions, the 
field does not compete for 
points. Staiti topped the sea-
son with 15 victories. It was 
great season for the Young 
competitors with each sharing 
podiun finishes. We can’t wait 
for these up-and-coming races 
to be back next season along 
with quite of few fresh faces 
joing the Young Gun Division. 
Great job Dylan Staiti, Maeve 
Barry, Masoon Bezio and Eli 
Elliot.

After a season filled with 

close racing, memorable vic-
tories and championship bat-
tles that came down to the 
final laps, six drivers left Mo-
nadnock Speedway as 2026 
champions.

Congratulations to the 
2026 Monadnock Speedway 
Champions:

All States Materials Group 
604 Modifieds
Tyler Leary

Twin State Truck Services 
Limited Late Models

JD Stockwell
Keene Towing & 

Recovery Mini Stocks
Tim Paquette

LaValley Building Supply 
Pro 4 Modifieds
Rob Richardi

Brattleboro Towing & 
Recovery Pure Stocks

Jimmy Zellmann
Beck’s Automotive 

Pro V8 Sportsman Series
Aaron Thompson

Owen Pear
Pathfinder Technical School

In Pathfinder’s big win last week over Ware, 
Pear contributed two goals and two assists for 
four points against the Indians.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli 
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to 
gscibelli@turley.com.

The Indians had a 1-4 
overall record and a 1-3 
league record following last 
Tuesday’s home loss.

“We’re a young team 
this year,” said Ware head 
coach Charlene Vallee. “I 
just want my players to keep 
getting better in every game 
that we play.” 

The last time that the In-
dians defeated the Pioneers 
on the soccer pitch was a 4-3 
win during the 2015 regular 
season. 

Two of the players list-
ed on the Pathfinder Tech 
soccer roster are from Ware. 
They are freshman Noah 
Lane and junior Ian LaPete. 
The duo are reserve defend-
ers, and they saw some ac-
tion during the second half.

“This was a home com-
ing game for both Noah and 
Ian,” Wilson said. “They 
enjoyed playing in front of 
their family and friends.”

The Pathfinder Tech 
boys’ soccer team has main-
tained a co-op with Palmer 
High School for the past sev-

eral years. The three players 
from Palmer High are sopho-
more Abees Castillo-Clotter, 
senior captain Owen Pear, 
and senior Dylan Holbrook, 
who’s a first-year member of 
the team.

During the past three 
years, Holbrook was a mem-
ber of the Palmer football 
team. 

The Panthers football 
team celebrated a 21-6 home 
victory over Ware last year.

Because the Panthers 
only fielded a j.v. football 
team this fall, Holbrook de-
cided to join the soccer team.

“I was disappointed 
when I found out that we 
weren’t going to have a var-
sity football team this year,” 
said Holbrook, who’s a start-
ing defender. “I decided to 
try something new, and these 
guys have welcomed me in. 
It feels very nice to win an-
other game against Ware.”

Holbrook also plays 
basketball and baseball for 
Palmer High School. 

“It’s going to be a lot of 
fun playing basketball and 
baseball against Pathfinder,” 

Holbrook said. “I’m really 
looking forward to it.” 

During the fourth min-
ute of last Tuesday’s match, 
the Pioneers scored a free 
kick goal.

The kick was taken from 
the right sideline by Pear and 
Holbrook headed the ball 
into the left corner of the net 
past Ware freshman goalie 
Mason Gagne (23 saves). 

It was Holbrook’s first 
goal of the season.

“Dylan is a very coach-
able kid,” Wilson said. “He 
plays defense, which seems 
to be a good fit for him. He’s 
back there with his buddy 
Owen Pear.”

The other two Pioneers 
starting defenders are senior 
captain Ian Sauri-Nieves 
and senior William ‘Carl’ 
Wright. 

Pathfinder Tech soph-
omore goalie Elijah Hodge 
made eight saves in posting 
his third consecutive shut-
out.

The visitors from Palmer 
took a 2-0 lead five minutes 
later when senior captain 
Cayden Bousquet bounced a 

shot into the left corner for 
an unassisted goal.  

Bousquet, who lives in 
Belchertown, has accounted 
for 16 of the Pioneers’ first 
25 goals this season.

He scored two more 
goals during the first half 
and recorded his fourth hat-
trick.

“We’ve been playing 
very well as a team so far 
this year,” said Bousquet, 
who finished the match with 
a season-high five goals. 
“I’ve been on a roll offen-
sively and I’m hoping to 
keep it going. We’ve never 
lost against Ware.”

The Indians closed out 
the opening half with two 
goals by Pear and another 
one from sophomore Weston 
Letendre.

Bousquet added two 
second half goals before a 
goal from Christian Ribeiro 
in the 72nd minute gave the 
Pioneers a double digit lead.

The two rivals are 
scheduled to play another 
night game at historic Le-
gion Field in Palmer on Oc-
tober 15. 

PATHFINDER  ❙  from page 9

ever we win the toss,” Darling 
said. “They ran the ball well 
against us.”

After gaining 45 yards on 
the ground, Franklin Coun-
ty Tech took a 7-0 lead when 
junior quarterback Mason 
Bassett completed a 20-yard 
touchdown pass to senior 
Hunter Donahue less than 
three minutes into the opening 
quarter.

Junior Joe DiSciullo made 
the extra point attempt.

The Pioneers responded 
with a four play scoring drive, 
which was capped off with 
a 43-yard dash into the end 
zone by junior Caleb Crum, 
who also handles the field goal 
duties. His PAT tied the score 
with 7:47 left in the first quar-
ter.

The score remained tied 
at 7-7 until the Eagles pulled 
away with three second quarter 
touchdowns.

On the first play of the 
second quarter, senior Wyatt 
Whittman rumbled 10 yards up 
the middle into the end zone.

With six minutes left in 
the first half, Bassett, who’s a 
lefty QB, completed a 35-yard 
TD pass to Donahue.

Late in the opening half, 
junior Brady Gancarz scored a 
16-yard rushing TD, which in-
creased the Eagles lead to 26-7.

The Pioneers had a golden 

opportunity to score a touch-
down before halftime, but they 
used all three timeouts, and 
the clock hit zero before they 
reached the endzone.

“We ran out of timeouts at 
the end of the first half,” Dar-
ling said. “We haven’t prac-
ticed that situation very much 
this season. It might’ve been a 
little different if we had scored 
there.”

On the first play of the 
second half, Crum scored a 
55-yard rushing touchdown 
slicing the Pioneers deficit to 
26-14.

The home team couldn’t 
get any closer than twelve 
points.

In the middle of the third 
quarter, Whitman blocked a 
punt and returned it about 25 
yards for a touchdown giving 
the Eagles a 33-14 lead.

With 2:42 remaining in 
the third quarter, Pathfinder 
Tech junior Trevor Alexander 
scored on a six yard dash into 
the endzone.

The Pioneers missed the 
extra point attempt.

Trailing 33-20 entering 
the final quarter, the Pioneers 
defense allowed the Eagles to 
score two more rushing touch-
downs.

The Pioneers will be 
looking to get back into the 
win column when they visit 
Tri-County League rival Smith 
Vocational on Thursday night. 
Kickoff is slated for 6pm. 

PIONEERS  ❙  from page 9

WINCHESTER, NH – 
On Saturday, Sept. 19, six 
champions were crowned at 
Monadnock Speedway as the 
2026 racing season came to an 
exciting conclusion.

Two of the closest cham-
pionship battles entering the 
season finale belonged to the 
Brattleboro Towing & Recov-
ery Pure Stocks and the All 
States Materials Group 604 
Modifieds, with both titles 
coming down to the final race 
of the season.

In the Brattleboro Towing 
& Recovery Pure Stocks, a full 
field of cars packed the 1/4-
mile high-banked facility for 
the finale. Jimmy Zellmann 
entered the night holding just 
a five-point advantage over 
rookie Joshua Brigham.

The championship battle 
took a dramatic turn on lap 
one when a scuffle sent both 
contenders spinning, forcing 
Zellmann and Brigham to re-
start from the rear of the field. 
With the title on the line, both 
drivers began working their 
way back through traffic.

At the checkered flag, 
Brigham completed an im-
pressive charge through the 
field to capture the feature vic-

tory, with Zellmann finishing 
second. Zellmann’s runner-up 
finish proved to be just enough 
to secure the 2026 Brattleboro 
Towing & Recovery Pure 
Stock Championship.

The All States Materials 
Group 604 Modified champi-
onship battle was just as in-
tense.

Andrew Brousseau en-
tered the night holding a nar-
row two-point advantage over 
Tyler Leary. From the drop of 
the green flag, the two cham-
pionship contenders remained 
close, each waiting for an op-
portunity to make the move 
that could decide the title.

Leary eventually slipped 
ahead of Brousseau and moved 
into second place. Eddie Go-
marlo, competing in Brian 
Robie’s borrowed #25NH, ran 
between the two champion-
ship contenders in third.

Brousseau repeatedly at-
tempted to work underneath 
Gomarlo, knowing that gain-
ing just one more position 
could make the difference in 
the championship standings. 
Despite several attempts, 
Brousseau was unable to make 
the pass.

When the checkered flag 

waved, Leary held onto sec-
ond place with Gomarlo fin-
ishing third and Brousseau be-
hind him. The finishing order 
left Brousseau just two points 
short of earning his first cham-
pionship, allowing Tyler Leary 
to capture the 2026 All States 
Materials Group 604 Modified 
Championship.

In the Twin State Truck 
Services Limited Late Mod-
els, JD Stockwell entered the 
final event with a more com-
fortable advantage. The num-
ber of cars competing in the 
finale worked in Stockwell’s 
favor over championship chal-
lenger Robert Hagar.

Stockwell capped off an 
impressive season by secur-
ing his first Twin State Truck 
Services Limited Late Model 
Championship.

The Keene Towing & 
Recovery Mini Stock champi-
onship also entered the finale 
with Tim Paquette holding a 
comfortable advantage in the 
standings. Craig Chaffee re-
mained mathematically in the 
hunt but needed a larger field 
of cars to improve his chances 
of overcoming the points defi-
cit.

Paquette finished his sea-

son in style with his first of the 
season feature victory and was 
crowned the 2026 Keene Tow-
ing & Recovery Mini Stock 
Champion.

Rob Richardi entered the 
final event of the season with 
little pressure in the LaValley 
Building Supply Pro 4 Mod-
ified championship battle. 
Holding more than a 50-point 
advantage going into the fea-
ture, Richardi had already put 
himself in a commanding po-
sition.

Although Richardi did 
not earn the victory in the sea-
son finale, his strong season 
was more than enough to se-
cure the 2026 LaValley Build-
ing Supply Pro 4 Modified 
Championship.

The Beck’s Automotive 
Pro V8 Sportsman Series 
championship was anoth-
er close battle, with only 16 
points separating the top three 
drivers entering the finale.

Aaron Thompson held 
the points lead, with Chris 
Kingsley and Stephen Du-
bois close behind and still 
in championship conten-
tion.

During practice, 
Kingsley suffered a me-

Six champions crowned in season finale at Monadnock Speedway
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Bondsville 
League

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – Week three 
of the Bondsville League at 
Roll-A-Way Lanes has com-
pleted with an early race for 
first place supremacy. 

Spare Parts has held on 
to first place since the start of 
the season and has a record of 
16-5 after three weeks. 

The Cannonballs have 
improved to 15-6 and now 
lead in the east division and 
are in second place, overall. 

During week three, 
Cannonballs bowled against 
Spare Tires. In game one, 
Cannonballs defeated Spare 
Tires by a score of 485-447. 

In game two, Tony Burke 
of Spare Tires scored well 
over his league average with 
104 to give his team a 474-
460 victory. 

In game three, Cannon-
balls held onto a slim lead and 
defeated Spare Tires 448-443. 
Cannonballs won total pin-
fall 1393-1364 and won five 
points. 

The Pincesses bowled 
against the Rollies during 
week three. In game one, Rol-
lies beat Pincesses 460-435. 
Ron Gouin of Rollies bowled 
best with 125. 

In game two, the Pincess-
es outscored Rollies 465-429. 
Keith Ferenz broke the cen-
tury mark with an even 100. 
Gouin continued to bowl well 
with 118 in game two. 

In game three, Rollies 
won the last game with a 
score of 450-431. Gouin fin-
ished with 114 and a three-
game series of 357, his high-
est of the season. 

The final score was 1339-
1331 in favor of Rollies who 
improve to a record of 7-14. 

Fire Mountain bowled 
against P&J Meats during 
week three. In game one, 
Fire Mountain defeated P&J 
Meats with a score of 450-

429. Rick Trott of Fire Moun-
tain started off the strongest 
with 117. 

In game two, P&J Meats 
bounced back with a win 
over Fire Mountain 435-410. 
Shaun Midura of P&J Meats 
scored 113. 

In game three, Fire 
Mountain won the last game 
with a score of 441-424. 
Midura finished with 102 and 
314 for series. 

The final score was 
1301-1288 in favor of Fire 
Mountain, who are at 9-12 af-
ter three weeks. 

The Slow Burners 
bowled against Night Hawks 
during week three. In game 
one, Slow Burners defeated 
Night Hawks with a score of 
451-439. 

Night Hawks’ Gavin 
Sinclair began with 110, and 
Scott Radisic of Slow Burners 
began with 101. 

In game two, Night 
Hawks managed to win by a 
score of 453-417. Darryl Sin-
clair of Night Hawks scored 
129 to help his team win and 
take back the lead after two 
games. 

In game three, Slow 
Burners rallied to win by a 
score of 479-424. Radisic 
finished with 130 for a three-
game series of 333. His team-
mate, Nathan Orszulak fin-
ished with 108. 

G. Sinclair also scored 
108 for a series of 319. D. 

Sinclair had an off game of 
93 and a series of 323. 

The final score was 
1347-1316 in favor of Slow 
Burners. 

The Ironmen bowled 
against Flaming Bowling 
Balls during week three. In 
game one, Flaming Bowling 
Balls took an early lead to 
beat Ironmen 477-471.  

Ryan McCarthy of FBB 
started strong with 116. 
Ironmen’s Billy Brunk had a 
strong start with 123. 

In game two, it came 
down to the last ball as Iron-
men pulled off a two-pin 
victory (454-452) over FBB. 
Brunk was shooting at the 
1-6-10 leave and took out two 
pins in his final roll to win 
the game for his team. Brunk 
scored 106 in game two. 

In game three, Ironmen 
won the last game by a score 
of 456-441. Ironmen’s Ryan 
Drago finished with 113 
while Brunk scored 102 on 
his way to a 331 series. Mc-
Carthy scored 104 for 311. 

Ironmen won five points 
with a final score of 1381-
1370. 

Spare Parts bowled 
against Zeke’s Freaks on 
lanes 13 and 14 at Roll-A-
Way Lanes. In game one, 
Spare Parts scored big and 
won by a score of 506-484. 

Spare Parts bowlers Ste-
ven Daniel, John Jebb and 
Jared Demitri had scores of 
118, 111 and 120 to start the 
match. 

Kevin Krasnecky of Ze-
ke’s Freaks started strong 
with 115. 

In game two, it was Ze-
ke’s Freaks’ turn to string up 
some solid scores as they won 
515-452. Krasnecky scored 
127, Zeke Sicard scored 100 
and Pete Ducharme scored 
106. 

In game three, Zeke’s 
Freaks won again by a score 
of 464-423. Krasnecky fin-
ished with 109 and a three-
game series of 351. 

The final score was 
1463-1381 in favor of Zeke’s 
Freaks who are now 13-8. 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – Roll-A-Way 
Lanes hosted a tournament 
which helped support the 
charity Candlepins for Can-
cer. 

This was the second time 
the candlepin bowling center 
has hosted a “9-Pin” bowling 
tournament where over 30 
bowlers across Massachusetts 
participated. A portion of the 
entry fees went towards Can-
dlepins for Cancer, a charity 
that raises money for bowling 
families going through cancer 
treatments. 

Hosting the tournament 
was Candlepin Bowling Net-
work announcers Paul Grant 
and Greg Gouillart. During 
pre-tournament announce-
ments Grant talked about 
Candlepins for Cancer want-
ing to offer bowling tour-
naments to support both the 
charity and the bowling cen-
ters. 

Candlepin bowling is a 
regional game of bowling that 
can be played throughout four 
of the six New England states 
and in the Maritime Provinces 
of Canada. 

“Don’t you love candle-
pin bowling,” Grant asked be-
fore the tournament officially 
started. 

Grant shared some sta-
tistics of what Candlepins 
for Cancer has accomplished 
since it was founded by Hall 
of Fame candlepin bowler, 
Alfie Johnson. 2025 was a re-
cord year for the charity as it 
paid out $35,000 to bowling 
families. 

So far, in 2026, Can-
dlepins for Cancer paid out 
$23,000, reaching a grand to-
tal of $130,000 as of August 
of this year. 

“The goal is to promote a 
tournament and help a fami-
ly,” Grant said. “The bowling 

centers benefit, the bowlers 
benefit and the charity bene-
fits.”

9-Pin is a fun game com-
monly played in candlepin 
bowling. If a bowler gets a 
nine drop after one roll, it’s an 
automatic strike. If a player 
has nine pins knocked down 
after two rolls, it’s an auto-
matic spare. 

In candlepin you get 
three rolls per frame, but in 
9-Pin, if you knock down just 
nine after the third roll, it is 
an automatic 10-box for the 
frame. 

This unique way of scor-

ing increases bowler’s scores, 
but the idea of the game re-
mains the same, knocking 
down those candlepins. 

The tournament consist-
ed of two shifts with each 
shift having each player bowl 
10 games of 9-Pin. Bowlers 
provided their current and 
highest league average to de-
termine the 80% handicap for 
the tournament. 

During the tournament, 
Candlepins for Cancer hosted 
a 50/50 raffle and also sold 
Candlepins for Cancer mer-
chandise, such as towels and 
t-shirts. 

The turnout was excel-
lent and the tournament paid 
out the top seven scoring 
bowlers. 

Finishing in first place 
was Justin Cocchi with a final 
score of 1740. Cocchi bowled 
five strikes in a row in one of 
his 10 games, on his way to a 
199 game. 

Craig Wester finished in 
second place with a score of 
1671 and also scored in the 
190s with 195 in one of his 
games. Aaron Fontaine, de-
spite breaking a pin in prac-
tice, finished in third place 
with a 1650. 

Cam Greene finished in 
fourth place with 1644, Mike 
Haring in fifth place with 
1620, Will Hebert in sixth 
with 1597, and Nathan Fon-
taine in seventh with 1596. 
During the tournament, a total 
of $1,000 was raised for Can-
dlepins for Cancer. 

Starting this fall, Candle-
pins for Cancer will be host-
ing a series of qualifiers for 
an upcoming bowling show in 
2027. This event will feature 
six local qualifiers throughout 
New England. 

The first set of qualifiers 
will be held at Roll-A-Way 
Lanes, 140 West St. on Oct. 

10 and 11. 
Registration for these 

qualifiers can be found at 
candlepins4cancer.com. Also 
featured on the website is a 
link to the documentary, “No 
Questions Asked” on You-
Tube. 

Both shifts of the Roll-
A-Way 9-Pin tournament can 
be watched on the YouTube 
channel, Candlepin Bowling 
Network. 

Candlepins for Cancer 
accepts donations through 
Venmo or by check mailed to 
Candlepins for Cancer, 467 
High St., Unit 8, Hampton, 
NH 03842. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

Left to right stands Greg Gouillart and Paul Grant representing Candlepin Bowling Network and 
Candlepins for Cancer, and Dan Josefiak of Roll-A-Way Lanes in Ware. 

Aaron Fontaine attempted to make a spare on Lane 11 of 
Roll-A-Way Lanes in Ware. 

Nathan Fontaine observed his spare attempt during the 9-Pin 
tournament this past weekend at Roll-A-Way Lanes. 

The tournament at Roll-A-Way Lanes supported the charity Candlepins for Cancer.

T H O U S A N D S  O F  C A S E S  B E H I N D  U S .  
O N E  P R I O R I T Y  B E F O R E  U S :  Y O U .

Thousands of cases mean thousands of insights 

shared across our system. So when you arrive, 

you step into care that’s already informed, already 

focused on what matters most: getting it right for you.

Candlepin League News

Roll-A-Way hosts 2nd annual 9-Pin event
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

REMOTE CONTROL RECLINER 
FOR SALE — BROWN — Leg lift, back 
goes back straight, lumbar with heat, cup 
holders. purchased March 2025  - Ramour 
& Flanagan - asking $500.00. Excellent 
condition, no delivery available; text/call 
413-246-8301.

ESTATE SALE
MOVING/ESTATE SALE

Everything Must go. 
9 North Blandford Road, 

Blandford
0CT 2-4TH.  9AM-5PM

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

SEASONED FIREWOOD, (1.5- 2 
YRS) Stored inside off the ground. 
Cut, split, free delivery within 10 miles. 
$350 per cord. Call 413-218-3918.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage 
electronics, jewelry, coins, 
watches, military cameras, 
sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, 
hunting, advertising, radios, 
ham radio equipment, audio 
equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text 
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my 
website at dannyselectricllc.com to 
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 
Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
 SPECIALIST

Haley Remodeling offering financing. 
Windows, siding, granite counters, heat & 
ac mini splits, composite & pressure treat-
ed decks. 413-563-2229, Tim.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

LAND CLEARING

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot 

clearing, perimeter clearing, 
1-5+ acres & stumping. 

Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Over 30 Years Experience.

Offering Senior Citizen 
& Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates/fully 
insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming

Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

Henry’s Tree Service LLC
We do what others don’t.

We grind stumps of any size, provide 
cleanup and add loam and seed.

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen & Military Dis-

counts
Call 413-279-1050

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $7000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines, 2M, 1F. 
30 years experience. Available 9/25/2026. 
$1,200. Taking deposits now. 413-218-
2321

We seek an energetic, enthusiastic, 
and well-organized person

for the  position of 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/

CLERICAL PART-TIME. 
This is a part-time position of 20 to 25 
hours per week at $680, depending on
 Workload. Need to be detail-oriented, pos-
sess good customer service  skills, some 
cash & items handling skills. Apply Email: 

wowwhunn@outlook.com

FOR SALE
Duplex for sale at

812/814 East Street Ludlow.  

Built in 1974, each unit has 2 bedrooms, 1 
½ baths, private basements, gas heat and 
central air on 0.23 acres of land.
Great rental potential, good location with 
nearby schools and close access to the 
highway.
The house needs cosmetic updates.  Prop-
erty is being sold strictly in AS–IS condition.
Priced accordingly $425,000. 

Call 617- 877- 3455 if interested.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

ROOM FOR RENT

Short Term Room Rental. Enjoy a peaceful, 
comfortable stay at Paradise Lake sanctu-
ary in Monson. Fully furnished room avail-
able for short term rental. Available Oct. 1st.
• All utilities included
• Full kitchen access
• Laundry access
• Pets welcome
• Quiet, welcoming setting
• Ideal for traveling professionals
     or temporary stays.

For rates, availability 
and more information
call Teri, 413-381-7950

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES PETS

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, 
Toys, Games, coins, sterling, 
Glassware, Silver-plated items, 
watches, Musical instruments, 
typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, 
knives, military, automotive, fire 
department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, 
books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and 
more.

Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)
(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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Town of Monson 
Planning Board

Notice of Public Hearing
In accordance with Chapter 

40A, M.G.L. §11, the Monson 
Planning Board will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on Tuesday, October 
20, 2026, at 7:00 P.M. in the Pub-
lic Meeting Room, Town Office 
Building, 110 Main Street, Mon-
son, Massachusetts, on the ap-
plication of Shahani Inc. for Site 
Plan Approval under Section 7.4 
of the Monson Zoning Bylaws, 
a Special Permit under Section 
4.2.6.C(1) of the Monson Zon-
ing Bylaws for the enlargement 
or alteration of a nonconform-
ing use within the Water Supply 
Protection District, and a Special 
Permit for Stormwater Manage-
ment under Section 6.19.4 of the 
Monson Zoning Bylaws. The 
applicant proposes the redevel-
opment of an existing gas station 
through the construction of a new 
convenience store, installation of 
gasoline pumps, and the repav-
ing and regrading of the existing 
parking lot at 27 Palmer Road, 
Monson, MA, Map 112, Parcel 
90. The property is located in the 
General Commercial District and 
the Water Supply Protection Dis-
trict. A copy of the application is 
on file with the Planning Board 
and available for viewing during 
regular office hours. 

Kevin Haley, Chairman
10/01, 10/08/2026

Town of Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
Notice of Public Hearing

In accordance with Chapter 
40A, M.G.L. §11, the Mon-
son Zoning Board of Appeals 
will hold a Public Hearing on 
Thursday, October 22, 2026, at 
7:00 P.M. in the Public Meeting 
Room, Town Office Building, 
110 Main Street, Monson, Mas-
sachusetts, on the application of 
Shahani Inc. for a Special Permit 
for Site Use under Section 3.3.2 
of the Monson Zoning Bylaws 
and a Special Permit for Adver-
tisement Signage under Section 
5.3.4.5 of the Monson Zoning 
Bylaws. The applicant proposes 
the redevelopment of an existing 
gas station through the construc-
tion of a new convenience store, 
installation of gasoline pumps, 
and related site improvements at 
27 Palmer Road, Monson, MA, 
Map 112, Parcel 90. The prop-
erty is located in the General 
Commercial District, the Water 
Supply Protection District, and 
the Riverfront Area of Chicopee 
Brook.

A copy of the application is on 
file with the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals and available for viewing 
during regular office hours. 

David Beaudoin, Chairperson
10/01, 10/08/2026

Town of Brimfield
Zoning Board of Appeals

The Brimfield Zoning Board 
of Appeal will hold a public hear-
ing on behalf of David and Karen 
Warfield of 41 Cubles Dr.  The 
applicants wish to construct a 
20’x21’ addition on the first floor 
of the existing home.  Addition 
will function as a primary bed-
room with a full bath. Remove 
existing stairs and construct a 
ramp from existing deck. The 
applicants were denied due to 
pre-existing non-conforming lot.  
The hearing will take place at the 
Town Annex, Clerk’s Office, 23 
Main St on Thursday, October 
08, 2026, at 5:00 pm.  Abutters 
and members of the public are 
welcome to attend and share 
feedback.
09/24, 10/01/2026

Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Technical 
High School District
DESTRUCTION OF 
RECORDS NOTICE

Posted October 1, 2026 
In compliance with Massachu-

setts Student Record Regulation 
603 CMR 23.06(3), Pathfinder 
Regional Vocational Technical 
High School will destroy the 
temporary records of any Pathfi 
nder Tech student who trans-
ferred, graduated, withdrew, or 
was terminated from Special Ed-
ucation programs or services on 
or before June 30, 2019. Under 
this Regulation, the temporary 
student record includes student 
special education records main-
tained by Pathfinder Region-
al Vocational Technical High 
School relating to the identifi 
cation, evaluation, educational 
placement, and/or provision of 
special education services to a 
student. The Regulation requires 
that Pathfinder provides written 
notice of its intent to destroy spe-

cial education student records, 
and that eligible students and 
their parent/guardian be given an 
opportunity to obtain copies of 
all records to be destroyed. This 
notifi cation was originally given 
to each family upon graduation 
or exit from Pathfinder. This is 
a reminder of this notifi cation 
and intent to destroy. Any parent/
guardian or eligible student may 
obtain their student record within 
fourteen (14) days of this notice. 
To obtain records prior to their 
destruction, please contact the 
Pathfinder Tech Student Services 
Department at 413-283-9701 ext. 
125 to arrange a time to pick up 
the records. All unclaimed stu-
dent records that meet the above 
criteria will be destroyed after 
the October 30, 2026 deadline. 

Pathfinder Regional Vocational 
Technical High School 

Student Services Department 
October 1, 2026

10/01/2026

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of 

the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by Lynne 
Haney to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as 
nominee for First Horizon Home 
Loan Corporation, dated Sep-
tember 12, 2006 and recorded in 
the Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 16202, Page 313, 
as modified by a certain modi-
fication agreement recorded on 
March 24, 2022, and recorded 
with said Hampden County Reg-
istry of Deeds in Book 24465, 
Page 333, of which mortgage the 
undersigned is the present hold-
er, by assignment from: Mort-
gage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. to MetLife Home 
Loans, a division of MetLife 
Bank, N.A., recorded on Novem-
ber 8, 2011, in Book No. 18987, 
at Page 357 MetLife Bank, Na-
tional Association, also known as 
MetLife Home Loans, a division 
of MetLife Bank, N.A. to JPMor-
gan Chase Bank, National Asso-
ciation, recorded on November 
20, 2013, in Book No. 20106, at 
Page 445 JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
National Association to Federal 
National Mortgage Association, 
recorded on May 12, 2014, in 
Book No. 20277, at Page 112 
Federal National Mortgage Asso-
ciation to Nationstar Mortgage, 
LLC, recorded on September 
8, 2025, in Book No. 26018, at 
Page 108 for breach of the con-
ditions of said mortgage and for 
the purpose of foreclosing, the 
same will be sold at Public Auc-
tion at 10:00 AM on October 26, 
2026, on the mortgaged premises 
located at 9 Laflame Road a/k/a 
9 Laflamme Road, Brimfield, 
Hampden County, Massachu-
setts, all and singular the prem-
ises described in said mortgage, 

TO WIT: The land with the 
buildings thereon located in 
Brimfield, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, southerly of 
Green Pond, on the northerly 
side of Laflamme Road leading 
westerly from the East Brim-
field-Holland Road as relocated 
in 1959, to the former location 
of said Road, being the gener-
ally southerly portion of Lot 28 
on plan of building lots at Green 
Pond by J.G. Clarke, Engineer, 
dated December 1939 and re-
corded in the Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds at Book of 
Plans 20, Page 35, bounded as 
follows: 

BEGINNING by the land now 
or formerly of the United States 
of America next to Green Pond 
used for the East Brimfield Dam 
and Reservoir project 85 feet, 
more or less; 

THENCE easterly by lot 27 on 
said plan 288 feet more or less; 

THENCE southerly by La-
flamme Road as relocated in 
1959, 85 feet more or less; 

THENCE westerly by lots 29, 
30, and 31 on said plan, 308 feet 
more or less; 

For mortgagor’s(s’) title see 
deed recorded with Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 11597, Page 59. 

These premises will be sold 
and conveyed subject to and with 
the benefit of all rights, rights 
of way, restrictions, easements, 
covenants, liens or claims in the 
nature of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, 
water and sewer liens and any 
other municipal assessments or 
liens or existing encumbrances 
of record which are in force and 
are applicable, having priority 
over said mortgage, whether or 
not reference to such restrictions, 

easements, improvements, liens 
or encumbrances is made in the 
deed. 

TERMS OF SALE: A depos-
it of Five Thousand ($5,000.00) 
Dollars by certified or bank 
check will be required to be paid 
by the purchaser at the time and 
place of sale. The balance is 
to be paid by certified or bank 
check at Harmon Law Offices, 
P.C., 150 California St., New-
ton, Massachusetts 02458, or by 
mail to P.O. Box 610389, New-
ton Highlands, Massachusetts 
02461-0389, within thirty (30) 
days from the date of sale. Deed 
will be provided to purchaser for 
recording upon receipt in full of 
the purchase price. The descrip-
tion of the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control in the 
event of an error in this publica-
tion. 

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the sale.
ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC 
S/B/M NATIONSTAR 
MORTGAGE LLC 
Present holder of said mortgage 

By its Attorneys, 
HARMON LAW OFFICES, 

P.C. 150 California St. 
Newton, MA 02458 

(617)558-0500 
28272

10/01, 10/08, 10/15/2026

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provisions 

of MA Gen. Laws, Chap. 255, 
Sec. 39A, the following vehi-
cles will be sold at public auc-
tion for towing and storage 
charges due: AUDI VIN:WAUD-
F78EX6A237703 Randy Shel-
don 87 Beacon DR Palmer, 
MA; GMC VIN:1GTEC14K-
5PE534882 Dylan Carr 1001 
Maple ST Palmer, MA; HON-
DA VIN:1HGFA16556L059862 
Mary Kennedy 47 Greenfield 
DR S.Windsor, CT; HYUNDAI 
VIN:KMHLP4AG0NU266903 
Timothy Kokoski 1432 Park 
ST F12 Palmer, MA; TOYO-
TA VN:5TFUU42N66Z206714 
Aaron Davenport 111 Timber 
RD Southington, CT; DODGE 
VIN:1C6RR7GT5DS715198 Tri 
Stone Masonary & ReCorp 335 
George ST Ste 4 New Bruns-
wick, NJ; HONDA VIN:2H-
KYF18583H534216 Racheal 
Delgado 33 Narrgansett ST 
Springfield, MA. This auction is 
to take place on October 2, 2026, 
10:00 A.M. at LaBontes & Son 

LLC, 241 Wilbraham St., Palm-
er, MA 01069. 
09/17, 09/24, 10/01/2026

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 64 Washington 

Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
By virtue and in execution of 

the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by Joseph 
E McLellan III and Renee A Vail-
lancourt to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as 
mortgagee, as nominee for Mort-
gage Research Center, LLC dba 
Veterans United Home Loans, 
and now held by CitiMortgage, 
Inc., said mortgage dated July 18, 
2014 and recorded in the Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 20355, Page 136, as affect-
ed by a Loan Modification dated 
January 22, 2018 and recorded in 
the Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 22157, Page 559; 
said mortgage was assigned from 
Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., as nominee 
for Mortgage Research Center, 
LLC dba Veterans United Home 
Loans to CitiMortgage, Inc. 
by assignment dated Septem-
ber 21, 2015 and recorded with 
said Registry of Deeds in Book 
20887, Page 213; for breach of 
the conditions in said mortgage 
and for the purpose of foreclos-
ing the same will be sold at Pub-
lic Auction on October 16, 2026 
at 12:00 PM Local Time upon 
the premises, all and singular the 
premises described in said mort-
gage, to wit: 

 A certain parcel of land with 
buildings thereon, being shown 
as Lot 2 on a “Plan of Land 
owned by Andrew E. Shackett, 
64 Washington Road, Brimfield 
MA”, Jalbert Engineering Inc., 
recorded with the Hampden Dis-
trict Registry of Deeds in Plan 
Book 359, Plan 77. 

Containing 5 acres of land 
more or less according to said 
plan. 

Subject to rights and ease-
ments as described in Book 
17699 Page 367 if same affect 
locus and are in force and effect.

The description of the prop-
erty contained in the mortgage 
shall control in the event of a 
typographical error in this pub-
lication. 

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated June 19, 2014 and recorded 

in the Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 20355, Page 
134.

TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to all liens, encum-
brances, unpaid taxes, tax titles, 
municipal liens and assessments, 
if any, which take precedence 
over the said mortgage above de-
scribed.

FIVE THOUSAND 
($5,000.00) Dollars of the pur-
chase price must be paid in cash, 
certified check, bank treasurer’s 
or cashier’s check at the time and 
place of the sale by the purchas-
er.  The balance of the purchase 
price shall be paid in cash, cer-
tified check, bank treasurer’s or 
cashier’s check within thirty (30) 
days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street

2nd Floor
Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for CitiMortgage, Inc.
Present Holder of the Mortgage

(401) 217-8701 
09/17, 09/24, 10/01/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD26P1859EA
Estate of: 

Donna R Pappas
Date of Death: June 12, 2026

INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in 

the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of 

Peti t i oner Christine L. 
Pappas of Brimfield, MA

Petitioner Peter A Pappas 
of Milford, MA a Will has been 
admitted to informal probate.

Christine L. Pappas of 
Brimfield, MA

Peter A Pappas of Milford, 
MA 

h a v e  b e e n  i n f o r m a l -
ly appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate to 
serve without surety on the 
bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
unde r  the  Massachuse t t s 
Uniform Probate Code with-
out supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal 
Representative and can petition 
the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses of 
administration. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition the Court 
to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminat-
ing or restricting the powers 
of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner.
10/01/2026

Public notices

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Salute
Veterans Day 

November 5, 2026
HONOR THOSE 
WHO HAVE SERVED
THANK ONE AND ALL

2 column ads
3.476”x 3”  $45
3.476” x 4”  $60
3.476”x 5”  $75

3 column ads
5.25”x 3”  $79
5.25” x 4”  $99
5.25”x 5”  $119

Larger Sizes Available!
Price is per ad
per newspaper.

*FULL COLOR 
INCLUDED IN ALL ADS

If your business has a veteran 
they want salute/honor 

photos may be submitted with the ad.

Contact Dan Flynn
413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

DEADLINE OCTOBER 28TH
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BOSTON – Governor 
Maura Healey announced 
$17.9 million in grants to 31 
community organizations, cit-
ies, towns and regional plan-
ning commissions to improve 
health and help people live 
healthier lives across Massa-
chusetts.

The funding will support 
locally driven efforts focused 
on issues including access to 
healthy food and housing, be-
havioral health, healthy aging 
and other factors that have 
a direct impact on the health 
and well-being of residents.

“Where you live, whether 
you can afford healthy food 
and housing, and whether you 
can get the support you need 
all have an impact on your 
health,” said Healey. “These 
investments put resources 
directly into communities to 
tackle those challenges and 
help people live healthier 
lives. We’re proud to support 
local organizations that know 
their communities best and 
are doing this work every 
day.”

“Some of the best ideas 
for improving people’s health 
come directly from the com-
munities we serve,” said Lieu-
tenant Governor Kim Driscoll. 
“These grants give local lead-
ers and organizations the re-
sources to turn those ideas into 
action – from making healthy 
food and housing more acces-
sible to helping older adults 
stay healthy and independent 
in their communities.”

This represents the fourth 

round of funding award-
ed through the Massachu-
setts Community Health and 
Healthy Aging Funds. The 
grants will be distributed over 
three to five years among the 
31 awardees. 

Since its launch in 2020, 
The Funds has invested $63 
million in community health 
initiatives statewide through 
113 organizations and com-
munities. These initiatives 
support locally driven efforts 
to create healthier communi-
ties and expand opportunities 
for people of all ages to live 
healthy lives.  

The Funds are a collab-
oration between the Massa-
chusetts Department of Public 
Health, the Executive Office 
of Aging & Independence and 
Health Resources in Action, 
Inc., which serves as the fiscal 
agent and facilitates the plan-
ning and implementation of 
the investments.

“The strongest solutions 
come from the people who 
know their communities best, 
and these investments will 
help transform that knowl-
edge into action,” said Public 
Health Commissioner Robbie 
Goldstein, MD, PhD. “This 
funding will mean healthier 
places to live, work, and age, 
and it will enable people to 
access the resources and op-
portunities they need to be 
healthy – and to stay healthy.  
When we listen to and lift up 
the voices of people who live 
in these communities, we can 
build something that is more 

meaningful, more 
equitable, and 
more lasting.” 

“These part-
ners bring fresh 
ideas and strong 
community con-
nections that 
will help expand 
healthy aging 
practices across 
the Common-
wealth,” said Ag-
ing & Independence Secre-
tary Robin Lipson. “We look 
forward to seeing their work 
take shape and to the mean-
ingful impact these initiatives 
will have in supporting older 
adults to live well, age well, 
and thrive in their communi-
ties.”

The goal of The Funds is 
to provide grantmaking and 
capacity-building resources in 
partnership with communities 
to identify inequities, address 
the impact of structural and 
institutional racism on popu-
lation health, and create long-
term, meaningful changes in 
health outcomes.

The 31 awardees will ad-
vance work in three areas:

Building healthier com-
munities by advancing com-
munity-driven policies, sys-
tems and environments that 
make it easier for residents to 
lead healthy lives;

Coordinating community 
health improvement planning 
by bringing local partners to-
gether to identify health pri-
orities and develop solutions; 
and 

S u p p o r t -
ing healthy ag-
ing through 
age-friendly pol-
icies, systems 
and community 
supports that help 
older adults live 
safely and inde-
pendently.

The Massa-
chusetts Commu-
nity Health and 

Healthy Aging Funds were 
established in 2017 following 
revisions to the Department 
of Public Health’s Determi-
nation of Need regulations. 
The Funds are supported by 
contributions from hospi-
tals, long-term care facilities 
and other health care entities 
through the Determination of 
Need Community Health Ini-
tiative. 

Previous investments 
have supported projects in-
cluding affordable housing 
and green space, efforts to im-
prove behavioral health access 
for immigrant, refugee and 
culturally diverse communi-
ties, and a community-driven 
food hub in Springfield. 

Listed below are the 
Round 4 grant awardees.

Policy, Systems and 
Environmental Change 

Grant
Central Massachusetts 

Regional Planning Com-
mission (Worcester Coun-
ty, $600,000); Collaborative 
Resolutions Group (Franklin, 
Hampden and Hampshire 
counties, $1,000,000); Frank-

lin County Community Devel-
opment Corporation (Frank-
lin, Hampden and Hampshire 
counties, $994,290); Harbor-
light Community Partners (Es-
sex County, $752,886); Lati-
no Support Network (Essex 
County, $999,999); Massa-
chusetts Food System Collab-
orative (statewide, $999,948); 
Massachusetts Housing & 
Shelter Alliance (statewide, 
$992,172); Massachusetts 
Public Health Association 
(Berkshire, Franklin, Hamp-
den and Hampshire counties, 
$1,000,000); Merrimack Val-
ley Project (Essex and Mid-
dlesex counties, $1,000,000); 
Neighbor to Neighbor Massa-
chusetts Education Fund (Es-
sex, Hampden and Worcester 
counties, $840,000); Old Col-
ony Planning Council (Plym-
outh County, $525,000); 
South Asian Workers’ Cen-
ter, Boston (Middlesex, Nor-
folk and Suffolk counties, 
$999,947); The Marion Insti-
tute, Inc. (Barnstable, Bris-
tol, Dukes, Nantucket, Nor-
folk and Plymouth counties, 
$997,363); Worcester Rise 
for Health (Worcester Coun-
ty, $1,000,000); Groundwork 
Southcoast (Bristol County, 
$100,000); and Luminosi-
ty Behavioral Health Ser-
vices, Inc. (Plymouth County, 
$100,000).

Healthy Aging Grant
Health Care for All (Bris-

tol, Essex, Hampden and 
Suffolk counties, $500,000); 
MAB Community Services, 
Inc./MA Association for 

the Blind and Visually Im-
paired (Berkshire, Bristol, 
Essex, Hampden, Middle-
sex, Norfolk, Plymouth, Suf-
folk and Worcester counties, 
$400,000); Nuestras Raíces, 
Inc. (Hampden County, 
$499,953); United Way of 
Franklin and Hampshire 
Region (Franklin County, 
$472,845); and Friends of In-
dian Senior Citizens Organi-
zation, Inc. (Middlesex, Nor-
folk and Worcester counties, 
$100,000).

Community Health 
Improvement Planning 

Grant 
Berkshire Regional Plan-

ning Commission (Berkshire 
County, $375,000); City of 
New Bedford Health De-
partment (Bristol County, 
$375,000); Collaborative for 
Educational Services (Hamp-
shire County, $375,000); 
Community Health Network 
for North Central Mass (Mid-
dlesex and Worcester coun-
ties, $375,000)

Greater Lowell Health 
Alliance (Middlesex Coun-
ty, $375,000); Pioneer Val-
ley Planning Commission 
(Hampden County, $374,736); 
Town of Ware (Hampden, 
Hampshire and Worcester 
counties, $375,000); Worces-
ter Community Action 
Council (Worcester County, 
$375,000); The Food Project 
(Essex, Middlesex, and Suf-
folk counties, $100,000); and 
IFSI-USA Immigrant Family 
Services Institute (Plymouth 
County, $100,000). 

Healey awards $17.9M to improve community health statewide

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• 60 Ton Crane Available
• Log Linked Firewood
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

SQUIER OIL
– EST 1874 MONSON –

We need a person that could 
become an oil delivery person 
and/or a heating equipment 

service installer. 
We are easy to work with and 

will to train and educate.
Email: squieroil@verizon.net

DEADLINE
The Journal Register deadline for public submissions to Mondays. 
To get your submission in for that week’s edition space permitting, 

email Editor at journalregster@turley.com 
or call the office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. 

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

CORRECTIONS The Journal Register will gladly correct factual 
errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will 
always appear on Page 2 or 3. To request a correction, send an 
email to: journalregister@turley.com, or call (413) 283-8393. 

Corrections may also be requested in writing at:  
Journal Register, Attn: Editor, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA, 01069

during senior year).
Additionally, students 

are able to earn college 
credits through the path-
way, as part of Monson High 
School’s Early College Pro-
gram. Several courses with-
in the pathway also serve as 
Early College courses, al-
lowing students to earn both 
high school and college cred-
its simultaneously.

“This pathway prepares 
students for entry-level ca-
reer opportunities, postsec-
ondary business programs, 
and future success in the 
financial and corporate sec-
tors,” read the statement is-
sued by Superintendent Fos-
ter.

  By successfully com-
pleting the pathway pro-
grams, students have the 
potential to earn up to nine 
college credits, as well as 
additional credits they may 
earn through other Early Col-

lege, AP, or dual-enrollment 
opportunities.

School officials have 
been impressed with the 
excitement students have 
shown for the first-year path-
way.

“The Accounting class 
has 11 students currently 
enrolled in it.  The Market-
ing class currently has eight 
students in it. This class also 
doubles as an Early College 
course, and students can 
earn three college credits 
from Southern New Hamp-
shire University as well,” 
said  MHS Principal Chris 
Fontaine. “Our Personal Fi-
nance classes have 38 stu-
dents enrolled between this 
semester and next semester.”

  After receiving a grant 
from the state to assist with 
Innovative Career Pathway 
(ICP) programming, school 
officials are looking to add 
another teacher for the spring 
semester.

Eventually, additional 
courses like Sports Man-

agement might also join the 
pathway as students’ interest 
grows.

“Our Business Pathway 
is not yet a designated ICP; 
however, our plan is to apply 
for that designation at the 
end of this school year, with 
a goal of being accepted for 
September 2028,” Fontaine 
said.

With increasing demand 
from today’s students for 
college and career readiness 
programs, MHS leaders are 
thrilled to augment their 
lineup of innovative offer-
ings with the new pathway 
opportunity.

“We are excited to con-
tinue to increase offerings 
for students based on their 
needs, while running courses 
that double as college cred-
it,” Fontaine added.  “Our 
Business Program is one that 
parents have said they would 
like to see come to Monson 
High School, as we have 
many students that go on to 
major in business or finance.”
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its collaborators learn more 
about the program. A new fac-
et of this year’s cemetery walk 
will be its theme.

“This year focuses on 
one of Monson’s major econ-
omies, which was the produc-
tion of straw hats,” Wawrzyk 
said.

This year’s theme was 
chosen based on the number 
of volunteers who were inter-
ested in portraying employ-
ees of Merrick & Fay Straw 
Works. Wawrzyk said that 
the Cemetery Walk will focus 
on Charles Merrick and Ru-
fus Fay’s factory, with actors 
portraying the owners and 
employees across the more 
than 50 years that the factory 
operated. 

“If people are interested, 
we have scripts where there’s 
only two or three people, and 
some scripts where there are 

seven different characters,” 
Wawrzyk said. “Anyone inter-
ested that wants to help us out 
in coming years can definite-
ly reach out to us, we’re very 
easy to get a hold of.”

Over the summer Waw-
rzyk participated in a Cem-
etery Walk in Brimfield. He 
said he was inspired by the 
Chair of Brimfield’s Histori-
cal Commission Sue DeBru-
in’s inclusion of a biography 
page, and that it was some-
thing he was interested in in-
corporating into his walks.

“I realized that in anoth-
er 25 years when somebody 
finds our scripts, they’re not 
going to know too much other 
than what’s on the scripts we 
wrote,” Wawrzyk said. “So 
I’m doing a bio page that has 
all the volunteers and any-
body that’s in the program 
this year.”

Wawrzyk said that ev-
eryone participating in this 

year’s Cemetery Walk has 
participated in it at least once 
before, while he and Sarah 
McNamara have participat-
ed in it for five years. After 
discovering a flyer for the 
town’s previous 12th annual 
Cemetery Walk in the ‘90s, 
Wawrzyk said that he hopes 
to “honorably tie that record.” 

Wawrzyk said Brimfield 
held its cemetery walk in 
June, and Palmer Historical 
Commission and Palmer Pub-
lic Library are also having a 
walk on Oct. 10 from 11 a.m.-
noon. Palmer’s cemetery walk 
is being arranged through the 
library, and requires prior reg-
istration to attend. 

“And now, the new Cem-
etery Commissioner elected 
in Wilbraham is doing a walk-
ing tour of one of their cem-
eteries on Oct. 24,” Wawrzyk 
said. 

One thing the town will 
do differently this year for the 

fifth annual cemetery walk 
is to open a tour through the 
Thompson House at 6 p.m., 
prior to the tour of the ceme-
tery at 7 p.m. There will then 
be another tour of the house 
after the cemetery walk.

“We’re hoping it will 
alleviate overcrowding for 
tours,” Wawrzyk said. “A lot 
of times, peojple can’t make 
the walk, or it’s too late for 
them, or for whatever reason 
they can’t come, so the His-
torical Society wanted to offer 
another opportunity for peo-
ple to come earlier before the 
program starts.”

In previous years, the 
town has been able to fund 
the Cemetery Walk through 
grants, including $500 from 
the town’s local Cultural 
Council, and up to $2,500 
from the state’s Cultural 
Council. Unfortunately, for 
the last two years, the town 
has been denied the state 

grant due to the volume of ap-
plications the commonwealth 
receives.

“A lot of these grants are 
distributed on first-come first-
serve basis, and I think last 
year they had to deny about 
a third of all grants that they 
received because it was such a 
large volume of applications,” 
Wawrzyk said. “This year 
they had to deny almost 50% 
of the applications because 
the state can’t afford funding 
for all these events…It makes 
me happy that there are other 
people using this tool. Obvi-
ously, we like having the ex-
tra grant funding, because it 
doesn’t cost anyone in town 
and we can redistribute that to 
local artists and cultural im-
provements.”

Wawrzyk has instead 
approached the Select Board 
with a Gifts to the Town re-
quest to fund the event, which 
was approved. He said that 

another way that the town is 
saving money is through col-
laborating with local artists 
and artisans to create flyers 
and costumes.

The flyers this year 
were designed by artist Ty-
ler Mortenson, with cos-
tumes donated by Aaron 
Gendreau-Visco from Little 
Theatre of Fall River. Signed 
copies of the flyer will be 
available for purchase on the 
day of the event.

“If we can make tangible 
items for people to remember 
this event by, that’s what we 
want to do,” Wawrzyk said.

The Cemetery Walk will 
be held on Saturday, Oct. 10 
at the Hillside Cemetery start-
ing at 7 p.m., with a tour of the 
Jacob Thompson House start-
ing at 6 p.m. To learn more 
about the upcoming Cemetery 
Walk, you can visit the Mon-
son Cemetery Commission 
page on Facebook.
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services for veterans. The 
intermunicipal agreement 
(IMA) merged the veter-
ans services departments of 
both communities, creating 
the  Ludlow-Palmer Veter-
ans Services Department.

Greenlighted by the 
Massachusetts Executive 
Office of Veterans Services 
(EOVS), the agreement 
enables veterans living in 
Ludlow and Palmer to ben-
efit from a stronger, more 
comprehensive regional de-
partment.

The department pro-
vides all services available 
through the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, 
Massachusetts Chapter 115 
benefits, and numerous lo-
cal, state, and federal pro-
grams.

During the Oct. 13 
meet-and-greet program, 
Palmer veterans will have 
the opportunity to learn 

about these services and 
many more.

Additional topics will 
include food pantry and 
community resources; local 
events and activities; and 
programs offered through 
the state.

Coffee and light re-
freshments will be provided 
at the event.

“I strongly encourage 
veterans and their family 
members in our communi-
ty to attend this meet-and-
greet, even if they do not 
have an immediate need 
for assistance,” said Palmer 
Town Manager Brad Broth-
ers. “These events provide 
a valuable opportunity to 
connect with the Veterans 
Services team, learn about 
available resources, and 
build relationships that can 
be helpful when assistance 
is needed in the future.”

For local leaders, the 
departmental merger has 
already been a major suc-
cess in both communities. 

Officials look forward to 
serving even more veterans 
through the combined inter-
municipal resources.

“The IMA with Ludlow 
has been extremely success-
ful for Palmer, providing 
highly qualified staff and 
ensuring our veterans re-
ceive the quality services 
they deserve,” Brothers 
added. “We are fortunate 
to partner with neighboring 
communities that embrace 
innovative shared-service 
models, and I believe this 
approach will become in-
creasingly important for 
smaller municipalities as we 
navigate workforce short-
ages in addition to budget 
challenges.”

The Ludlow Veterans 
Center is located at 487 
Holyoke Street in Ludlow. 
To reach the center, call 
413-707-5050.

Services in Palmer are 
available by calling 413-
283-2610. The address is 
4417 Main Street in Palmer.
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Gov. Maura Healey


