
By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

BRIMFIELD – This 
weekend boasted one of the 
largest car and auto shows in 
the area, with proceeds going 
to the local fire department.

On Oct. 10, the annual 
Brimfield Auto Show was 
held at Brimfield Winery. 
Proceeds from the event went 
to benefit the Fire Depart-
ment and Hitchcock Free 
Academy.

Cars from all over the 
region flocked to the field be-
hind the winery to compete 
for 87 trophies in 28 catego-
ries. One prestigious award, 
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Monson author 
to release poetry 
collection

By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer

kflanders@turley.com

MONSON – Local 
veteran and author N. J. 
Shamey is looking forward 
to the release of his new 
poetry collection exploring 
several themes.

Shamey, a Mon-
son-based author and Army 
veteran, will release “The 
Paths Lead Only Forward: 
Poems of War, Memory, 
Faith, and Renewal” on Oct. 
20.

The collection brings 
together 54 poems orga-
nized around five themes: 
war and service, grief and 
absence, the natural world, 
faith and renewal, and ser-
vice to the common good.

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON –  This week-
end’s Fifth Annual Cemetery 
Walk presented a great op-
portunity to relive the history 
of the town’s industry and 
keep our ancestors’ memory 
alive.

The growing tradition 
of Cemetery Walks during 
the fall continued with the 
town’s fifth tour through 
Hillside Cemetery on Oct. 
10. After a tour of the Jacob 
Thompson House at 6 p.m., 
a crowd of residents gathered 
in the cemetery at 7 p.m. for 
a tour performed by Cem-

etery Commissioner Mat 
Wawrzyk and his crew.

“I thought it was well-re-
ceived,” Wawrzyk said. “I 
had a lot of fun, and I hope 
everybody else did, too.”

The tour involved mul-
tiple actors reading scripts 
about local history, original-
ly performed in the 1990s. 
Wawrzyk announced that the 
commission hopes to match 
the town’s previous record of 
12 annual Cemetery Walks, 
and that preparations are 
already underway for next 
year.

“Currently, we are in the 
process of applying for our 
local Cultural Commission 
grant for 2027, and getting 

all the criteria posted for 
the application for the state 
grant,” Wawrzyk said. “Af-
ter we get approved for that 
stuff, we’ll start looking at 
scripts.”

Wawrzyk estimated 
about 100 visitors attended 
the walk this year. The com-
mission also held a drawing 
to give away commemo-
rative items for this year’s 
event, including six fliers by 
artist Tyler Mortenson, and 
two lanterns by local craft 
artisan, Kevin Pelissier.

“Two of the lanterns he 
made ended up being giv-
en away for the drawing,” 

Palmer 
receives 
grant 

By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer

kflanders@turley.com

PALMER – The state’s 
Executive Office of Housing 
and Livable Communities 
(HLC) selected Palmer as 
the recipient of a major grant 
award.

Palmer received 
$150,000 through the HLC’s 
Community Planning Grant 
Program. The funds will sup-
port the Planning Board’s vi-
sion of creating standards that 
promote walkability and eco-
nomic development down-
town.

The new code will en-
able more predictable, attrac-
tive, and community-aligned 
growth, officials said.

“The Planning Depart-
ment’s commitment to re-
evaluate our Depot Village’s 
code reaffirms Town Coun-
cil’s larger goal to revitalize 
our community and make the 
development process stron-
ger for our stakeholders,” 
said Town Manager Brad 
Brothers. “A key component 
of updating our form-based 
code is enhancing walkability 
throughout downtown.”

Officials said increased 
accessibility in the downtown 
district will bring several ben-
efits for residents and busi-
ness owners.

“Walkable downtowns 
attract residents, visitors, and 

Finding new 
paths forward

PALMERMONSON

Cemetery WalkCemetery Walk
resurrects      local history

Turley Photos by Marcelo Gusmão

Cemetery Commissioner Mat Wawrzyk, in the guise of Jacob Thompson, spoke to the crowd.
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By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer

kflanders@turley.com

MONSON – Residents 
are invited to take part in 
several activities at the 
town’s sixth annual Public 
Safety Night.

Set for Saturday, Oct. 
17, the event will run from 
3-6 p.m.  at Veterans Field 
(8 State Street, Monson). 
Another large attendance is 
expected, with guests of all 
ages enjoying the program.

The free event will of-
fer food and refreshments 
to guests at no charge. Res-
idents and families will also 
be able to meet several first 
responders and members of 
local organizations, in ad-

dition to enjoying activities 
throughout the afternoon.

The event provides a 
great opportunity for resi-
dents to connect with public 
safety leaders in an infor-
mal setting, officials said. 
The program will also set 
the stage for a busy autumn 
of community events, in-
cluding many Hallow-
een-themed activities.

“This event 
consistently draws 
a great turnout from 
the residents and 
serves as a fantastic op-
portunity for the commu-
nity to connect with local 
public safety agencies, busi-
nesses, and resources,” said 

Monson set for 
Public Safety Night

MONSON BRIMFIELD
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Monson’s N. J. Shamey will soon release a poetry collection. 

Car Show to benefit Fire Department
Turley Photos by Marcelo Gusmão

Ralph Harris and 
Gordon Holstrom 
had a chat by 
the restored 
Auburn fire truck.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER – Prior to 
last Wednesday after-

noon’s non-league 
soccer match at 
historic Legion 

Field, the Monson 
Lady Mustangs had 
posted an impressive 
23-1-2 record in their 
previous 26 meetings 

against the Palmer 
Lady Panthers.

The Lady Panthers erased 
a 1-0 halftime deficit and ral-
lied for a 2-1 victory over the 
Lady Mustangs, securing their 

first victory in the rivalry se-
ries since 2014. 

“This is the first 
time that we’ve 
beaten Monson 
since I’ve been 
coaching here,” 
said Palmer head 
coach Celso Sando-
val. “I think both teams are in 
the rebuilding stage this year. 
We were trailing at halftime, 
and I was a little bit frustrated. 
We were able to battle back in 
the second half.” 

Sophomore Jillian Hol-
brook scored what turned out 

Panthers edge 
rival Mustangs

MONSON – The Mon-
son High School boys soccer 
team suffered a defeat at home 
against SICS 2-0 last Mon-
day afternoon, but rebound-
ed to beat Mahar 1-0 later in 
the week. Unfortunately, the 
Mustangs would then suffer 
a loss against Wahconah 5-1 
last Friday afternoon. The 
Mustangs are 5-6-1, but need 
a win to get back to .500 as 
they stand at No. 41 in the 
power rankings, outside of the 
top 32. Monson faces Chicop-
ee Comprehensive on Friday 
afternoon at 4 p.m.

Mustangs looking for tournament berth
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Since the MIAA implemented 
its current postseason format 
in 2021, the South Hadley 
Tigers have played two road 
games in the state football 
tournament.

In 2021, South Hadley 
dropped a 35-0 decision at 
Winthrop High School in a 
Division 6 first-round state 
tournament game. Two years 
later, after moving down to 
Division 7, the Tigers suffered 
a 39-8 first-round loss at West 
Bridgewater.

The members of this 
year’s South Hadley football 
team are determined to secure 
a home game for the first time 
in the state tournament. 

The Tigers improved 
to a perfect 5-0 following a 
convincing 34-0 non-league 
home victory over the Path-
finder Tech Pioneers, last 
Thursday night.

“ O n e 
of our 
g o a l s 

t h i s 

season is to host a playoff 
game,” said South Hadley 
sophomore quarterback Nolan 
Soderbaum. “We take practice 
seriously, and we’re a confi-
dent team. We know that we 
can beat these teams.”

Soderbaum is following 
in the footsteps of his older 
brother, Griffin, who was the 
Tigers starting quarterback a 
year ago.

South Hadley, who has 
outscored its first five oppo-
nents, 203-14, were ranked 
fifth in the MIAA Division 7 
power rankings that was re-
leased on October 9. It puts 
the Tigers in position to poten-
tially host a state tournament 
game.

Unlike the soccer or field 
hockey state tournaments, 
only the top 16 teams in each 
of the eight football divisions 
qualify for the state playoffs.

“We still have a long way 
to go,” said South Hadley 
head coach Brian Couture. 
“We’re going to be playing 
a road game against a tough 
Holyoke team next week. We 
then play at Lee, who’s unde-
feated, before hosting a very 
good Easthampton team. We 
don’t finish the regular season 
with an easy schedule.”

Despite dropping to 3-2 
overall, Pathfinder Tech was 
ranked 14th in the Division 
8 power rankings. 

“Regardless of what 
the scoreboard says, the 
kids kept battling until 
the end,” said Pathfind-
er Tech head coach Bill 
Darling. “This is also a 

Pioneers football 
suffers loss to Tigers

Chelsea Hull is pressured near the sideline.

Adrianna Loglisci brings in a pass.

Avery Beaudoin tries to keep possession.

Jackson Pignone tries to steal the ball away.

Anabelle Ladue is pressured.

Harper Brouillette heads up the field.

Jillian Holbrook makes a throw-in.
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Lillian Pronovost 
heads off the ball.

Turley photos by 

Gregory A. Scibelli

Audrey Gregoire 
looks to clear 

the ball.

James Bridges pursues clearing 
the ball.

Issac Somers tries to slow his op-
ponent’s progress.

Kreslan Casseus passes before a defender 
interferes. Anthony Tullouch looks to clear the ball.
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Caleb Crum returns the ball 
for the Pioneers.

SOCCER FOOTBALL




