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Wanted to thank
staff for their help

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – When Town 
Manager Ryan McNutt received a 
hand-delivered packet of paperwork 
last year he was shocked to discover 
it contained a will naming the Palm-
er Public Library as the recipient of 
a $3 million estate.

“It was a total surprise,” said 
McNutt. “We could have never 
guessed this.”

The late Thomas P. Budnick, a 
Ludlow native who died last year in 

Holyoke, left an estate of more than 
$3 million and several parcels of 
land located throughout Massachu-
setts, including in Harwich.

McNutt was appointed by the 
Hampden County Probate and Fam-
ily Court to serve as the personal 
representative of the estate this past 
July. 

After Budnick died in his Holy-
oke apartment on May 15, 2022, 
McNutt said he received hand-de-
livered mail by Palmer Police Lt. 
Erin Sullivan after responding to a 
call in Holyoke. 

McNutt said Sullivan told him 
the paperwork was retrieved from 
a deceased person’s apartment and 
had been handed over by the Holy-
oke Police Department. 

It named the Palmer Public Li-
brary as the sole beneficiary of his 
estate, and specifically excluded 
his “only (loving) sister Barbara A. 
Budnick-McEachern-Serrano.” 

A library regular
According to Palmer Public 

Library Director Stephanie Maher, 
Budnick was “somewhat of a regu-
lar” many years ago, but gradually 
stopped going to the library. 

Prior to being the Library Di-
rector, Maher said she was the chil-
dren’s librarian so while she knew 
of Budnick, she didn’t know him 
particularly well.

She said he often called to ask 
for reference help, do research in 
the library and would lightly tell the 

staff he planned to put the library in 
his will. She said the staff assumed 
it was his way of saying “thank 
you.”

“He claimed to own a stake on 
the moon, and he had a news arti-
cle… he used to give us all copies 
of it all the time,” said Maher. The 
library staff would jokingly say “if 
he leaves us his will we’ll have a 
piece of the moon.” 

McNutt said, “some of the 
parcels are actually in the Atlantic 
Ocean, off the Cape, so he did own 
land under the Atlantic Ocean.”

According to Maher, Budnick 
had actually sent the library a copy 
of his will while a different director 

Palmer Public Library bequeathed $3 million fortune

Monson 
receives 
$625,000 
Drug Free 
Grant 

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

MONSON – The Monson Pub-
lic Schools and the Monson Sub-
stance Use Community Partnership 
were recently awarded a $625,000 
Drug Free Communities Grant by 
the White House National Control 
Policy in conjunction with the Cen-
ters of Disease Control. 

The federal grant is focused on 
preventing youth substance use and 
providing education resources.

Funds will be distributed over 
a five-year period, with $125,000 
coming annually. The first allot-
ment was dispersed Sept. 30.

In a press release published by 
the MSUCP on Sept. 30, MSUCP 
Chairperson Dodie Carpentier said 
the partnerships’ goal “is to make 
Monson a safe and drug-free place 
for our youth,’’ and to strengthen 
community involvement in prevent-
ing substance use among young 
people.

The release also said the grant 
provides funding to local commu-
nity coalitions for preventing youth 
substance use of prescription drugs, 
marijuana, tobacco and alcohol. 

The MSUCP plans to achieve 
these goals by using effective strat-
egies to educate youth, parents, 
public officials, businesses and 
community leaders about the risk of 
underage substance use and its cor-
relation with mental health. 

Carpentier said the partnership 
is perfect for the grant as it caters to 
all school-aged children in kinder-
garten through 12th grade. 

According to Carpentier, 
the MSUCP and Monson public 
schools will create a business plan 
using data collected from parent 
and student surveys relating to sub-
stance use, and determine how to 
meet goals and reduce youth sub-
stance use.

The school district and MSUCP 
have already gathered a trove of 
data about youth substance use 
from a variety of sources. 

Sources include parent and 
student surveys, a 2019 Prevention 
Needs Assessment Survey from 
Monson’s eighth, 10th and 12th 
graders, data from the Massachu-
setts Department of Public Health’s 
Bureau of Substance Addiction Ser-

SCHOOLS Fire safety in Monson

Open house offers fire 
prevention education and fun

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

MONSON – Residents gathered at the 
Monson Fire Department in support of the 
MFD’s annual open house and participated 
in fire safety and prevention activities. 

“The annual open house gives us a 
chance to interact with the community out-
side of an emergency setting,” said Fire 
Chief Brian Harris. 

He said while firefighting is a signifi-
cant part of what the department does, fire 

Local schools 
encourage social-
emotional wellbeing

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER/MONSON – The 
girls at Old Mill Pond Elementary 
School in Palmer and Granite Val-
ley School in Monson are not only 
encouraged to learn in the class-
room, but also outdoors, along-
side peers, coaches and friends. 

Opposed to focusing on book 
work, the trained-volunteer led, 
after school activity focuses on 
the social-emotional well-being 
and adaptability of youth girls fol-
lowing a guided lesson plan. 

This fall season marks “Girls 
on the Run” debut for OMP. 

“Girls on the Run Western 
Mass inspires girls to be joyful, 
healthy, and confident using fun, 
experience-based curricula that 

creatively integrates running,” 
said Alison Berman, GOTR West-
ern Mass Council Director. “(It) is 
the only national physical activi-
ty-based, positive youth develop-
ment group program for girls with 
an evidence-based curriculum, 
trained coaches and a commit-
ment to serving all girls.”

Old Mill Pond mom, Erica 
Nadeau said she heard about the 
program before it made its way 
to OMP through a friend of her 
daughter. 

“She’s loving it so far,” Na-
deau said of her daughter. “Each 
meet has a theme associated with 
it and questions for parents to 
ask.”

She said as a parent, the guid-
ed questions are helpful in creat-
ing more targeted, thoughtful 
conversations that aim to build off 
what her daughter is learning in 
the program.

“The first class was about 
their ‘star power,’ and they were 

Girls on the Run 

Granite Valley Girls on the Run team shown from left to right are Ky-
lie Coursey-Scotton, Coach Sarah Casmiro, Aubrielle Samkin, Maddie 
Strom, Lailani Bedward, Anna Almeida, Fiona McManus, Coach Alyssa 
Darling, Coach Jessica Scoville, Ariana Esposito, Maddi Donovan, So-
phie Kaminski, Ashlee Kozdronkiewicz, Coach Megan Clifford and Emily 
Ostrander Rylee Sherman. Front row from left to right are Audrey Cas-
well, and Kailyn Graves-Harrison. 

SCHOOLS

PALMER

Turley photos by Dallas Gagnon

Patrick, Kaden, Mariska, Bryson, Spencer 
and Alyssa O’Hara share a family photo at 
Sunday’s event. 

Firefighters share fire prevention and fight-
ing strategies with youth. Shown is Brantley 
Beaumier learning how to take aim at a fire. 
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By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – The Town Council 
met to discuss various issues, most 
notably the reconstruction of the 
wastewater treatment plant, a hous-
ing production plan, the appoint-
ment of the town planner, and an 
amendment to the zoning bylaws.

Wastewater Resolution
The Council discussed a reso-

lution to appropriate $2 million to 

pay to design and reconstruct the 
roof of the wastewater treatment 
plant. This will include paying any 
costs incidental to the $2.86 mil-
lion previously appropriated for 
this project.

“At the last meeting there were 
two things that were requested,” 
Council President Barbara Barry 
said. “One was the original cost of 
the project was estimated to be the 
$2,868,000, which was the original 
borrowing authorization. You had 
also indicated at the last meeting 
that you were working on what 

the impact would be to the sewer 
ratepayers for this additional $2 
million.” 

Town Manager Ryan McNutt 
said that he’s in communication 
with Monson’s Finance Director 
about the town contributing 20% 
of the cost to the repairs, but it will 
have to wait for a Town Meeting 
vote. In the case that Town Meet-
ing votes against appropriating the 
funds, Monson will still have to 
pay the amount of money toward 
the repairs

“This schedule is kind of tight, 

without knowing what they’re do-
ing yet,” Barry said. McNutt agreed 
that it’s “incredibly tight.”

“We’ve been trying to do 
this project since June of 2021,” 
McNutt said. “Very little mainte-
nance has been done to these town 
buildings in the past 20 years. They 
are all starting to really fall apart, 
and the roosters are coming home 
to roost.”

“In the meantime, between 
2020 and now, this project has be-
come more expensive, much like 
almost every single capital project 

in the United States right now.”
McNutt said that he feels con-

fident that Monson will vote to pay 
its portion of the cost.

Housing production plan
The council voted to accept 

the Housing Production Plan, as 
presented by McNutt and John La-
tour, the  community development 
kirector.

“This is the final copy (of the 
Housing Production Plan) that 

Town Council discusses plans for future development

Palmer Public Library located on 1455 N. Main Street.
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Corrections
The Journal Register will 

gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections 
or clarifications will always ap-
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request 
a correction, send information to 
Editor at mharrison@turley.com, 
or call 283-8393, extension 236. 
Corrections may also be request-
ed in writing at:  Journal Register, 
Attn: Editor 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA, 01069.

DEADLINE
The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at 
mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413-283-
8393 by noon on Mondays.
We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

See that little “Member DIF” down there? Basically 
this means that your money is not only insured by 

the FDIC up to a certain value, but that ALL of your 
money is safe! That’s right, all deposits are 100% 
insured. When it comes to your money, this is the 

difference Country Bank can make. 

Open your account today at CountryBank.com!

100%
SECURE.

CAN YOUR BANK 
SAY THAT?

MY BANK MAKES A DIFFERENCE 
BY KEEPING MY MONEY

14072_CBM_DepositInsurancePrintAdTwo_4.75X7_Turley Papers.indd   114072_CBM_DepositInsurancePrintAdTwo_4.75X7_Turley Papers.indd   1 9/25/23   2:43 PM9/25/23   2:43 PM

FALL FESTIVITIES at the FARM

Pop-up Beer Garden featuring local brews made 
with local ingredients is every Sat/Sun through 
October. 10/21, 10/22, 10/28, 10/29.

Check FarmerMatt.com for details & more events.

Halloween Spooktacular featuring live 
music, great food, and local craft beer 
as part of the New Braintree Halloween 
festivities on 10/28.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

Sponsored by

Saturday, Oct. 28
Town Hall at 3:00 PM
Farmer Matt’s at 4:00 PM

Happy Birthday 
Uncle Ralphie Ingosoll

Love, 
Buffie III 

and Janie

WE BUY GUNS
1-413-277-0147

patriotfirearms23@gmail.com
317 Palmer Road, Ware, MA 01082
Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. noon-6pm

Patriot FirearmsPatriot Firearms
&  Ammunition&  Ammunition

BUY
SELL

TRADE

MEOW MEOW 

This is Meow Meow. He is four years old and 
lives in town, on Calkins Road, with Phil McManus. 
He’s never been on an incredible journey. We feature 
your pets here. Is your fur friend a dog, cat, chicken, 
lizard, horse, bird, mouse…you get the point. Is there 
a pet you’re fostering and trying to re-home? All pets 
are welcome! Email a high-resolution jpg of your pet 
with a little information to mharrison@turley.com. 

of theof the

Friends of Monson 
upcoming events
“Monson Scares” series 

Scarecrow Contest
Rules and Regulations: 

Scarecrows will be displayed at Memorial Hall,  
Oct. 21-31

A prize will be given to the best scarecrow 
Please register by Oct. 21, via Friends of Monson 
Facebook Page, Email kjake861@gmail.com or 

text 413-544-1555.

Pumpkin Decorating Contest 
Rules and Regulations: 

Memorial Town Hall, Oct. 31, 6 p.m.
Geared towards ages 13-19

Please register by Oct. 27, via Friends of Monson 
Facebook Page, Email kjake861@gmail.com or 

text 413-544-1555

Second annual Fall Holiday
Decorating Contest

Rules and Regulations: 
Prizes will be given for:

Scariest, Most traditional, Most artistic
(Sponsored by the Monson Art Council)

Judging will be Oct. 27-29
Please register by Oct. 23, via Friends of Monson 
Facebook Page, Email kjake861@gmail.com or 

text 413-544-1555

needs to be approved,” Latour said, 
“The state is the ultimate end user 
of this, they use this as a guide for 
how we move forward with promot-
ing low-income housing and afford-
able housing in Palmer.”

McNutt said, “having a hous-
ing production plan is also a com-
ponent of our Master Plan.” 

Latour and McNutt said that 
this plan may lead to future grants, 
as it will be recognized as progress 
towards housing production by the 
state.

“Every community in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
has a subsidized housing invento-
ry,” McNutt said. “The state would 
like every community to be at 10%; 
Palmer is under 5%, which is not 
abnormal, that’s very typical for a 
community like Palmer.”

McNutt said that with the ris-
ing cost of living, it’s important for 
the town to develop rental proper-
ties at an affordable price.

“We’re going to have a lot more 
renters for a lot more years, because 
homeownership, the goalposts are 
moving so far away from the aver-
age ordinary person,” McNutt said.

The council voted unanimous-
ly to accept the Housing Production 
Plan.

Town Planner
McNutt announced that Lin-

da Leduc has taken an opportunity 
at another community, leaving her 
position as town planner vacant. 
McNutt has appointed Heidi Man-
narino to the position.

“Town planners are very short 
and much in demand right now, so 
I’m not keen to keep this position 
open, because we have a lot of proj-
ects, especially a lot of economic 
development projects, on deck. I 
want to keep things moving for-
ward,” said McNutt.

Mannarino was recommended 
for the position by Leduc herself, 
having worked closely with Man-
narino in her position as conserva-
tion agent. McNutt mentioned that 
Leduc started as a conservation 
agent before becoming town plan-
ner, and that she intends to make 
herself available to help Mannarino 
transition into the role.

“I am incredibly excited and 
grateful for this opportunity to grow 
within Palmer,” Mannarino said. 
“I have big shoes to fill, as Linda 
Leduc helped the town in so many 
wonderful ways, but I am eager to 
begin tackling the new challenges 
that come with this role.”

“I’m confident that Heidi is a 
capable person and employee that 
will be able to apply her skills and 
background to the town planner po-
sition.”

Mannarino will continue work-
ing as a Conservation Agent while 
the position is being advertised.

Cannabis retail
The council discussed an 

amendment to zoning for addition-
al cannabis retail. According to the 
present zoning bylaws, the maxi-
mum number of cannabis retailers 
in town is limited to three “open and 
operating facilities,” but the amend-

ment would increase this to four 
special permits issued by the town.

“This was referred to the Plan-
ning Board,” Barry said. “They did 
have their public hearing, and on a 
3-2 vote they recommended that we 
increase the number from three to 
four.”

James McMahon, the attorney 
for Green Gold Group, spoke in fa-
vor of this amendment.

“What we’re really looking to 
do here with this zoning amend-
ment is reflect the situation as it 
stands today in Palmer,” McMa-
hon said. “The Planning Board has 
issued four special permits, all of 
which have been recorded, for mar-
ijuana retail. The town has issued 
and executed four community host 
agreements for marijuana retail, but 
the zoning code is very ambiguous.”

“The Zoning Code as written 
says that a marijuana retailer is an 
open and operating facility trans-
acting the sale of cannabis. That is 
very far down the pipeline in terms 
of regulation, and it’s also outside 
of the town’s control,” McMahon 
said.

“Once a host community 
agreement is issued and once a 
special permit is issued, the rest of 
the pathway to licensure is with the 
Cannabis Control Commission, and 
facilities can open, fail to open. I 
know we’ve seen in town a number 
of facilities that have obtained those 
special permits and host agreements 
and have failed to open, most no-
tably the one right now on Sherer 
Street.”

PALMER  ❙  from page 1

Don’t Miss Out!
        The Journal Register

Halloween
Decorating Contest

Prizes Will Be Awarded
See details on page 20

Turley Photo by Marcelo Gusmao

Kolby Rodriguez, Nick Riley, Hunter Perron, Scott Theriault, and Caleb Duval have been hard at work repairing the 
windows at the Monson Free Library. After 30 years the library is currently undergoing window replacement.

Seeing the light with window replacement

Blessing of the Animals
to be held Oct. 22

PALMER— All are welcome to bring their pet 
to a special Blessing of the Animals service at. St. 
Paul’s Church on Sunday Oct. 22 at 10 a.m.  This 
unique church service will feature music, readings 
and prayers of blessing for the animals.

Pet photography will be offered by John McCa-
rthy of Longleash LLC. Pet Photography of Wilbra-
ham, at 11 a.m. at the church’s fellowship hall. A free 
4x6 photo of pets will be given. Additional prints and 
gift certificates will also be available. 

Bring pets as they are, or in festive Halloween at-
tire; perhaps even dressed for Christmas for a special 
Christmas card photo shoot.

If the pet is unable to attend, then be sure to bring 
a photo of your pet to be blessed.  

Drink and refreshments will be served as well as 
treats for the animals. 

Cemetery Commission to 
host annual cemetery walk 

MONSON – The Monson Cemetery will host 
this year’s annual cemetery walk at Hillside Cem-
etery following Trunk or Treating at Monson High 
School, on Saturday, Oct. 28. 

Participants will gather at the top of Hillside 
Cemetery at 5:30 p.m. The walk begins at 6 p.m.

Residents will have an opportunity to learn 
about the families that helped build Monson, as well 
as connect with other community members over 
complimentary donuts and cider as provided by the 
Monson Historical Society. 

The Replanting Monson Tree Committee will 
also provide roasted chestnuts. 

The annual cemetery walk is a free program, 
offering residents a family-friendly and festive ac-
tivity to enjoy amongst other citizens and trunk-or-
treaters. 

After exploring the cemetery and Monson’s his-
tory, the walk will conclude with a guided tour of 
the Jacob Thomas House. 

The guided tour will feature pictures, tools and 
items on display relating to this year’s theme. 

This program is made possible by the collab-
orative efforts of the Monson Cemetery Commis-
sion and the Monson Historical Society, as well as 
a grant provided by the Monson Cultural Council. 

WARE – Wishing Well Charities, 
Inc. will hold its annual fall fundraiser 
on Saturday, Nov. 4 from 3-8 p.m. at Te-
resa’s Restaurant, 305 Palmer Road.

There will be a cocktail hour with 
cash bar, sit down dinner with family 
style meal, a spectacular silent auction 
and music and dancing with the Time 
Trippers. 

Tickets are $40 per person and can 
be purchased at Nat Falk, or by calling 
either 413-204-0009 or 413-330-4013.

Wishing Well Charities hosts fall fundraiserOur advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Journal Register
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

Contact 
Sue Como

413-531-9098

www.BuyRiteHome.com

LAND FOR SALE
Hardwick 1.86 &2 acre lots  $55,000 each
Hardwick 1.23 ac (Septic Des.) $49,900
Hardwick 4A  600’ frtg $79,900
Monson ½ A  town util $59,900
Monson 28+ acres (poss. Lots) $259,900
New Braintree  4+A (Septic Des.) $56,000
New Salem 5.8 acres  $94,900
N. Brookfield 5+ acres $49,900
Sturbridge 11+ acres Town Util  $149,900
Sturbridge 11+ acres Waterfrt  Call for details
Ware  11+ Acres (perc) $65,000
Warren  4.5+Acres (perc)  $31,500
Warren  22+ acres  (perc) $89,900

Many of the lots have perc tests, 
some have septic designs.

CALL FOR DETAILS
 AND LOCATIONS.

Have a parcel to sell? 

WARE:  Set on 4+ acres multi use brick building set 
just outside of town. Some rental income, 3 phase 
power, overhead doors. $350,000.  Call for details or 
private tour.  Don’t miss this opportunity if you need 
more space for  your company at an affordable price.

PALMER:  Retail Rental Space Available. 
Main Street location. $1,000 per month

  
LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS .......................

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CENTER CUT PORK CHOPS ..

USDA INSP. 

$159
lb

SALE DATES: 10/12/23-10/18/23

$249

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
MONTEREY JACK CHEESE .

$399

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROAST or STEAKS ................
USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKENS ...............

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FRESH 10 LB BAG

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS ....

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 

10” PUMPKIN PIES ...................... ea

$499
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
51/60 CT 1 LB BAG .......................

$129
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST .............$399

lb

$499

CHUCK ROAST or STEAK
GREAT FOR THE CROCK POT!

lb

FRESH
PORTERHOUSE or 

T-BONE STEAK

66¢

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$299

$699

lb

ea

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS ..............
USDA INSP. 
KAYEM NATURAL CASING

FRANKS 2.5LB BOX ..............

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS

BOURBON BLADE STEAK .... $699
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

5 LB 
BAG

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$499
lb

$444
lb

$499
lb

$799
lb

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

PALMER – Have you ever wanted 
to learn American Sign Language? Well, 
look no further than the Palmer Public 
Library.

The library is hosting the organiza-
tion Signing Basics for one-hour classes 
from 11 a.m.-noon where students taking 
the class will learn 100 words in sign. 

The students enjoyed Theresa King’s 
classes, and many were happy to share 
about it. Rachel Carrier mentioned that 
ASL has always been on her bucket list 
and how lucky she felt to take the class. 

“She’s [Theresa] a great teacher,” 
Carrier said. 

Jackie Collier found the class to be 
entertaining and enriching, eager to come 
back each week and complete her home-
work. 

“She’s a fun teacher. She has a lot of 
energy,” Collier said.

King’s fun and energetic teaching 
style made the class easy to follow. The 
class reviewed the signs for the alphabet, 
and then learned new words relating to 
people, as well as signs for the first ten 
numbers. 

The class members also showed how 
much they learned by finger-spelling 
words like “love,” “start,” and “kindness.” 
The class was all smiles as they learned 
the sign for “start” looked like putting a 
key into an engine using fingers. 

King has been deaf for most of her 
life and began to learn sign language at 
18 when she began to lose her hearing. 
She has been teaching ASL for 15 years. 

She wants everyone to learn ASL as 
it is a valuable skill to connect the hear-
ing and speaking community with the 
deaf community. She came up with two 

ideas for why this is so important. 
“First, be comfortable with deaf cul-

ture. You need to be comfortable with the 
fact that deaf and hearing people are the 
same,” King signed, with Kelly Gavin 
translating. “Second, think of the lan-
guage as beautiful.” 

The ways in which ASL functions 
is a wonderfully fantastic thing to learn 
about and understand. “My hope is that 
people will grow a desire for ASL, and 
not only a desire to learn, but also a de-
sire to meet with and mingle with deaf 
people,” King signed.

King hopes the world understands 
that language is not only spoken words 
but is also represented by and shown in 
many other ways, and signs. 

Gavin had a desire to work with 
members of the deaf community and 
went on to achieve a degree in deaf stud-
ies and is three years into interpreting 

school. 
“I really love the language,” Gavin 

said, while signing her words to King. “I 
have always had in my heart a desire to 
be more involved with the deaf commu-
nity.” 

American Sign Language is an im-
portant aspect of our community, and 
something that should be more widely 
introduced and understood. It is import-
ant, as a community, that we welcome all 
who enter it and are a part of it, and learn-
ing ASL can be the first step.

The five-week workshop continues 
this Saturday, Oct. 21 from 11 a.m.-noon, 
as well as Oct. 28 and Nov. 4 at the Palm-
er Public Library, 1455 North Main St.

For more information about the li-
brary and its events, visit www.palmerli-
brary.org/events. 

The three instructors for the American Sign Language 
class are from left, Jamie Lakota, interpreter Kelly 
Gavin and deaf instructor Theresa King.

Turley Photos by Emily-Rose Pappas

The instructors leading the class through new signs, 
including numbers one through ten.

Shown from left are Heather Mellish, Jackie Collier and 
Kathryn Collier enjoying their time learning new words 
in American Sign Language.” 

Library hosts free American Sign Language classes

vices, and findings of the 2022 Community Health 
Needs Assessments conducted by local hospitals. 

The 2019 school’s customized PNAS data re-
vealed that by the time Monson youth reach grade 
12, 72% of them have used alcohol, 70% have used 
marijuana, 63% have used vaping devices and near-
ly 11% have used prescription stimulants not in-
tended for them. 

According to the Massachusetts Department 
of Public Health’s Bureau of Substance Addiction 
Services, 55 Monson residents of all ages received 
state-funded addiction services in fiscal year 2022. 

Monson School Superintendent Dr. Cheryl 
Clarke said an action item the district has initiated 
since receiving the grant is the creation of a Drug 
Free Communities program director and Drug Free 
Communities project coordinator position within 
the school system.

The DFC project coordinator will be respon-
sible for “building the capacity of and sustaining 
DFC work and on underage drinking, nicotine and 
marijuana use,” as well as serving as a resource for 
parents and adults. 

The program director will provide the project 
coordinator support in addition to overseeing the 
MSUCP operations including grant administration, 
budgeting, planning and ensuring the overall goals 
of the MSCUP are achieved. 

Clarke said “prevention is a powerful tool 
to counteract youth substance use in our commu-
nity and we will use this funding to help youth in 
Monson make healthy choices about substance use, 
mental health and overall wellbeing.”

MONSON  ❙  from page 1

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Last week, 
Pathfinder Regional Technical 
Vocational School held a blend-
ed virtual and in-person School 
Committee meeting, where 
they discussed a new electron-
ics policy, and voted to adopt 
new language in their policies 
as recommended by the Massa-
chusetts Association of School 
Committees.

School Superintendent Eric 
Duda also announced sever-
al new hires at the school, in-
cluding Timothy Anderson as 
a Special Education instructor, 
Corrina Warton as an accounts 
payable associate, and Jeffrey 
Turner and Ryan Ball as first 
and second shift custodians. 
Duda also announced the retire-
ment of Darren Leboeuf.

Electronics
A new electronics policy 

is being adopted by Pathfinder, 
which would provide students 
with a pouch to keep their cell 
phones and other electronic de-
vices stored, but inaccessible 
during the school day.

“We’re not just looking to 
restrict their cell phone use for 
any old reason,” said Principal 
Brenda Turner. “We really do 
feel that the benefits far out-
weigh the convenience of hav-
ing that device.”

Duda said that the pouches 
were bought using grant fund-
ing, costing about $35 per stu-
dent, and that the response has 
been mostly positive.

“The pouches will be in 
the possession of the students,” 
Turner said. “They’ll arrive to 
school with their phone and 
the pouch, it’ll be placed in the 
pouch and secured, and then 
they’ll keep that on their person 
throughout the day.”

School Committee mem-
bers were concerned about how 
students would be able to con-
tact their parents in the event of 
an emergency.

“The pouches are essential-
ly a cloth bag they could easily 
be slammed against something 
– the wall, they can stomp on 
them – and disengage that mag-
netic lock if necessary,”  said 
Assistant Principal Patrick Bou-
dette.

“We plan to have two sets 
of high-quality scissors, in ev-
ery room if necessary, to cut 
through that pouch quickly and 
effectively,” Boudette added.

The motion to amend the 
electronics use section of the 
student handbook to include 
these regulations passed unani-
mously.

New policies
The majority of the meet-

ing was dedicated to going over 
MASC’s recommendations for 
updates to the language in Path-
finder’s policies.

Resolutions included sup-
porting the governor in creat-
ing a stable funding structure 
to support districts partnered 
through the Metropolitan Coun-
cil for Educational Opportunity, 
and to investigate bidding prac-
tices for school transportation 
providers, which the committee 
voted in support of.

One resolution that the 
committee decided not to sup-
port would see students who 
live greater than a one-and-
a-half mile distance from the 
school not be reimbursed for the 
transportation costs.

“I’m not generally a fan of 
passing the cost onto the stu-
dents,” Keith Valley said. “That 
just puts more pressure on the 
parents to try to get their stu-
dents here.”

There was some discussion 
over a resolution to include a 
staff position with the purpose 
of promoting equity and inclu-
sion at the school.

“We have that support-
ive atmosphere here, and we 
should,” Marty Goulet said. 
“We should support it in any 
way possible.”

Though the committee was 
supportive of making the school 
inclusive, it was noted that the 
student services director fills 
this role, and so the commit-
tee said they would not create 
a new position to support the 
resolution, but would agree to 
designate a faculty member to 
this task.

For a resolution to call on 
State Legislature to remove the 
$800 million cap from School 
Building Authority projects, 
Goulet recommended that 
HVAC equipment be included 
in the program.

“They will do boilers and 
windows, but they don’t do 
rooftop units, which are more 
expensive,” Goulet said. “They 
really limited the ability to help 
towns.”

“The general consensus (of 
the committee) is that we’d like 
Lorraine [Alves] to support this 
in a big way, with potential ad-
vocation for the items that Mar-
ty [Goulet] mentioned,” Com-
mittee Chair Julie Quink said.

The committee also voted 
to support increased enforce-
ment of penalties against driv-
ers who pass school buses when 
their lights are flashing. This 
would include giving cities and 
towns the ability to install dig-
ital video monitoring systems 
for the purpose of identifying 
violators.

The penultimate resolution 
was “to build strategy for an 
evaluation system [...] to investi-
gate the extent of biases pertain-
ing to MCAS testing.”

“This is a problem that 
keeps coming up, where we’re 
spending half the time produc-
ing these high-quality, work-
force-ready kids, and they’re not 
ever getting credit for that on any 
state standardized test,” Duda 
said. “It really cracks me up.”

Bob Lavoie described the 
decision as a “no-brainer,” and 
the committee voted to support 
the resolution.

Firearms reminder
The most controversial 

item was the last resolution on 
the list, which instructed su-
perintendents and school staff 
to send out communications to 
parents instructing them about 
the importance of properly se-
curing firearms in the home.

Lavoie was not in favor of 
adopting this policy. “Why is 
this a situation for schools?” he 
asked. “In my opinion, it’s got 
nothing to do with the school 
system.”

“We’re only talking about 
allowing the school to send a re-
minder to parents ‘the law says 
lock up your guns,’” Goulet 
said, “because in reality, many 
times, across the United States, 
kids have taken their parents’ 
guns to school and done harm,” 
Goulet said. “The guns need to 
be locked up.”

Though Lavoie abstained 
from voting on this particu-
lar issue, the consensus was to 
adopt the measure. 

Pathfinder will have their 
next School Committee meeting 
in November, when they will 
look forward to accepting dona-
tions on behalf of the school and 
Duda to Toys for Joy.

Pathfinder adopts electronics policy,
approves MASC policy recommendations

Country Bank 
announces open 
house at West 
Street branch

WARE – Country Bank, a full-service finan-
cial institution serving central and western Massa-
chusetts, is pleased to announce that its West Street 
Banking Center in Ware has been renovated to offer 
its customers a modernized banking experience. 

An Open House is scheduled for Thursday, Oct. 
26 from 3:30-5:30 p.m. The public is invited to join 
the celebration. 

It will feature a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 3:30 
p.m. with local business partners and bank repre-
sentatives, a food truck offering specialized donuts 
and apple cider, appearances by the Bank’s mascot, 
Buck and Smiley Ball from the Worcester Red Sox, 
giveaways, and a drawing for tickets to Old Stur-
bridge Village’s Christmas by Candlelight event. 

“We are very excited to introduce a new and 
modern design within our Full-Service Banking 
Centers, expanding our ability to consistently pro-
vide sales and service solutions for our customers 
while supporting Country Bank’s promise to make 
a difference in delivering a world-class customer 
experience. Investing in this location is very import-
ant to us, not just because it is our flagship office, 
but because it will provide an enhanced banking 
experience for our customers while also reinforcing 
our commitment locally within the Town of Ware 
and surrounding communities, “said Russ Fontaine, 
senior vice president of Customer Experience and 
Retail Banking at Country Bank in a press release.

journalregister.turley.com
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Viewpoints

The Garden Lady takes on 
squash pollination 

Letters to 
the editor 
policy

Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500-
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author-
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., 
Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
mharrison@turley.com

The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon.

Election letters 
to the editor 

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to mharrison@turley.com. Please in-
clude a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Michael Harrison at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register.

How will my wife’s 
Social Security be 
affected by her 
teacher’s pension?
Dear Rusty

My wife, born in 1960, was a Texas school 
teacher for about 10 years and receives a $1,000 
per month pension from that work. She didn’t 
pay into Social Security while teaching, but she 
paid into it for about 23 years while working 
elsewhere. I paid into Social Security my en-
tire life, the maximum in most years, so my SS 
benefit will be much greater than hers.

I understand there are some sort of penal-
ties or restrictions on my wife’s Social Security 
benefits and also for spousal benefits due to her 
school pension. Please share the process I can 
use to estimate my wife’s Social Security and 
tell me if she can file for spousal benefits. 

Signed: Planning for the Future

Dear Planning
Because your wife has a Texas school 

teacher pension earned without contributing 
to Social Security, any SS benefits she is en-
titled to will be affected by two rules: first, by 
the Windfall Elimination Provision. which will 
reduce her personally earned Social Security 
retirement benefit and, second, by the Govern-
ment Pension, which will reduce any spousal 
boost if she is entitled to one to her own benefit. 

The amount of the WEP reduction to your 
wife’s personal SS retirement benefit will be 
computed using a special formula, which con-
siders the number of years she has contributed 
to Social Security through other (non-state) 
work. Since your wife became eligible for So-
cial Security benefits in 2022 the maximum 
WEP reduction with 23 years contributing to 
SS will be $358. If your wife has already ob-
tained an estimate of her Social Security retire-
ment benefit, deduct $358 from that estimate 
and that will be pretty close to her actual SS 
retirement benefit when she claims. Social Se-
curity will figure out the exact amount of her 
WEP reduction when your wife applies, but 
you can also use Social Security’s “WEP Cal-
culator” for an estimate, which you can find by 
visiting www.ssa.gov/benefits/calculators/.

Whether your wife will be entitled to a 
“spousal boost” to her own Social Security re-
tirement benefit depends on how your respec-
tive FRA entitlements compare and the GPO. 
The base amount of your wife’s spousal boost 
will be the difference between her pre-WEP 
FRA entitlement and 50% of your FRA enti-
tlement. If your wife’s normal FRA entitlement 
is less than 50% of your FRA entitlement, the 
difference is a “spousal boost” added to your 
wife’s personal SS retirement benefit. Howev-
er, that base spousal boost will be reduced if 
taken before your wife reaches her FRA and 
even further reduced by the GPO (the GPO re-
duction will be 2/3rds your wife’s State of Tex-
as pension, e.g., about $667. Any remainder left 
after these reductions to your wife’s spousal 
boost will be added to her own WEP-reduced 
SS retirement amount, but if the remainder is 
$0 then no spousal boost will be given and your 
wife will get only her WEP-reduced Social Se-
curity retirement amount.

FYI, Social Security’s WEP and GPO pro-
visions apply to anyone, who has a pension 
earned without contributing to Social Secu-
rity, including many public service retirees in 
the 26 states. which do not participate in the 
federal Social Security program. I’ve published 
numerous articles about how these rules affect 
benefits and also about the rationale behind 
both provisions, which you are welcome to re-
view at this AMAC Foundation website by vis-
iting www.SocialSecurityReport.org.  

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration or 
any other governmental entity. This article is 
intended for information purposes and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 
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Christl, a recent transplant to 
Belchertown from California, wrote in 
with this question for the Garden Lady:

“We are doing the post-mortem on 
our veggie garden and we had an issue 
with our butternut squash.  

Last year we grew butternut from 
seed and had some lovely fruit that lasted 
most of the winter. This year we used the 
same seed, but the fruit was white with-
out the distinctive crookneck shape. 

I’ve cooked some and it is definite-
ly not as sweet, but my dog is enjoying 
the special treats.  I suspect that it cross 
pollinated with something else in the 
garden.

We also grew two types of cucum-
bers (which despite the rain went gang-
buster), Mini cantaloupe melons and a 
yellow sum-
mer squash. 
None of these 
fruits seemed 
to be affected. 

M y 
question is 
how to avoid 
this?   Are 
there partic-
ular cucur-
bits that are 
more likely 
to cross-pol-
linate or be cross-pollinated?  Is there a 
certain distance one can plant away from 
each other?  

I was hoping to plant some pump-
kins and watermelon next year, but in 
light of the butternut, I am wary.  I may 
be willing to forego planting some of the 
cucurbits, but cukes are a must and I’d 
hate to give up my melons.  

I have enough room that pumpkins 
will stay out of the veggie garden.”  

Thank you for the wonderful and 
very timely question! First let’s talk 
about how cross pollination occurs.  

In the simplest of terms, bees carry 
pollen from plant to plant. When fruit 
forms, and the seeds from the fruit are 
saved and used the following year to start 
new plants, you can sometimes run into 
trouble and not end up with the exact 
plants you grew the year before.  

We will take melon and cucumbers 
out of the equation here - they belong to 
the genus Cucumis and are species melo 
and sativus respectively. They cannot 
cross pollinate because they are different 
species.  

Nor can watermelons, since they are 
a different genus and species altogether: 
Citrullus lanatus. 

The genus Cucurbita, to which 
squash belongs, has five different spe-
cies. Three of them are commonly grown 
in our climate; one more only occasion-
ally:

Cucurbita pepo includes summer 
squash:  zucchini, patty pan, and yellow 
crookneck as well as acorn, delicata/
dumpling, and spaghetti winter squash-
es.  Small gourds, and most pumpkins 
also belong to this species.  Pepos have 
hard, five-sided ribbed stems.   

Cucurbita maxima is comprised 
of banana, buttercup, Hubbard winter 
squash as well as some pumpkins, most 
notably the white pumpkin Lumina and 
the pretty deep orange-red “Cinderella.” 
Fruit in this species have round stems 
and tend to be on the large side.  They 
often have bumps on their skin and but-
ton ends (think of a belly-button). High-
est carotenoid content when mature and 
sometimes the largest fruit on earth! 

Cucurbita moschata is comprised 
of the familiar butternut-type of winter 
squashes as well as the cheese pumpkin, 
ancient “Seminole,” and many other less 
common fruits.  One distinguishing fea-
ture of this group is its smooth surface 
and usually a tan color. It is often used 
interchangeably for pumpkin in pie reci-
pes. Quality of flesh and carotenoid con-
tent can range from good to poor; seed is 
nutritious.

Cucurbita argyrosperma.  To people 
that live in the Southwest, their “pump-
kin” of choice is the “Green Striped 
Cushaw” or “White Cushaw.” Most 
consider it to be a rather pretty winter 
squash. Just like the moschatas, it can be 
used interchangeably in recipes calling 
for pumpkin. Reportedly, it handles dry 

weather and is 
quite resistant 
to vine bor-
er. It is rarely 
grown in our 
climate. One 
distinguish-
ing factor of 
this species 
is silver seed 
which is large 
and nutri-
tious. Culi-
nary quality, 

however, is pale and poor.
Confusion sets in when you want to 

save seeds of your produce! 
All squash are monoecious, that is 

male and female flowers are produced on 
the same plant. Note male flowers (usu-
ally outnumber female flowers 4:1) are 
on stems, flowers are fused with stamens 
versus female flowers that have an ovary 
at base.  

Both are high in nectar that is at-
tractive to visiting bees, most notably the 
honeybee and native ground bees.

Cross-pollination will not occur be-
tween different species - say between a 
pepo and a maxima but it will take place 
among members of the same species.  

Since I grew zucchini, yellow crook-
neck and pumpkins in my garden, all Cu-
curbita pepos, I can’t save the seeds from 
any of those fruits and expect them to 
look, or taste, exactly like their parents 
did. 

What makes seed saving even more 
confusing for the novice is whether or not 
the variety they are growing is open-pol-
linated or a hybrid. Hybrids, however, 
are the result of crossing two inbreds.  

Seeds saved from hybrid plants will 
likely germinate and produce fruit.  Un-
fortunately, it will not be true, and it may 
or may not have a resemblance to the 
fruit you saved it from - it will likely re-
sort back to either of its parents or some 
unique, different combination of genes. 

With all of this said, I have a few 
thoughts as to what happened to pro-
duce misshapen butternut squash. If it 
was seed you saved from the plants you 
grew the year before, maybe they were 
hybrids and what you ended up with is 
something back in the genetic line. 

Or maybe they cross pollinated with 
your neighbors moschatas; for true seed, 
plants would need to be isolated one-half 
to one mile. 

If what you grew was from the orig-
inal seed packet- not anything you saved, 
then it remains a mystery.  

Regardless, I do hope this helped 
in de-tangling a confusing topic and en-
courages you to plant all of your favor-
ites next year!

Roberta McQuaid graduat-
ed from the Stockbridge School 
of Agriculture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For 31 years 
she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it 
to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

LeConte’s sparrow

On Friday, Oct. 6 Massachusetts Audubon Society 
reported a sighting of a LeConte’s sparrow in Long-
meadow.

The LeConte’s sparrow is about five inches long and 
has a dark crown with a white central stripe. It also has red-
dish-brown streaks on a gray nape. The upper breast and 
flanks are buff colored.

It has a orang to buff orange face surrounding a gray 
ear patch. Other distinct features are a flat head and a short 
tail with fine streaking on the upper breast of juveniles. 

This sparrow feeds on the ground and eats grass and 
weed seeds as well as insects. The female lays three to 
five light gray eggs with darker marks in a cup like nest of 
grasses placed on or just about the ground. They breed in 
Canada and winter in the Florida Gulf states.

To avoid danger, it often runs through grasses rather 
than flying over the grass. It may sing during the day and 
night. LeConte’s sparrows inhabit mashes, wet meadows 
and weedy fields. Their song is a high-pitched buzz with 
accents at start and end like “tika-zzzzzz-tzt.”

Other sightings
 Other sightings for Oct. 6 reported to Massachusetts 

Audubon Society included a Townsend’s warbler at Plum 
Island, a prothonotary warbler in Winchester and several 
reports of clay-colored sparrows.

Loon Preservation Committee
Loon Preservation Committee staff and volunteers in 

the month of September focused on a number of important 
post-season tasks including storing nest rafts on shore for 
the winter (over 140 rafts statewide), pulling and storing 
the signs that were used to protect vulnerable loon fami-
lies, rescuing loons in distress and beginning the process 
of quality checking the data collected during the summer 
months. 

LPC staff rescued five loons in distress throughout the 
state during the month of September. Rescuing a loon is 
just the first step in getting it the help that it needs. They 
thank the veterinarians and rehabilitators who worked with 
us to evaluate and treat ailing loons: the wonderful veter-
inarians and staff at VCA Capital Area Veterinary Emer-
gency and Specialty, Hopkinton Animal Hospital, and 
Meadow Pond Animal Hospital, who helped with x-rays, 
blood work and assessment of rescued loons; Dr. Mark 
Pokras,who consulted on all cases and provided valu-
able insight and suggestions for care; and Maria Colby of 
Wings of the Dawn Wildlife Rehabilitation, who housed, 
fed and provided daily care and treatment to all five loons 
rescued in September.

Sadly, LPC also continued to collect and necropsy 
dead loons throughout the state, nine total in September. 
While it is always sad to lose a loon, being able to deter-
mine the cause of death for individual loons allows LPC to 
collect valuable data on the challenges that the loon popu-
lation is facing. 

Feeders
I put out my suet feeder during the day and take it in 

before dusk so the bears don’t take the suet and feeder. I 
have lost quite a few feeder that way. I have downy, hairy 
and red-bellied woodpeckers coming to the suet as well as 
white-breasted nuthatches and black-capped chickadees.

I also have a small tray feeder for meal worms and 
bird seed. I put a small amount of the meal worms and seed 
each day. The birds empty the feeder so the bears only find 
an empty tray.

People may report a bird sighting or bird related ex-
perience by calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving a mes-
sage at extension 100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.
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By Ellenor Downer

 $1 Million recieved for
energy infrastructure

BOSTON— Sen. Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.), chair 
of the Senate Environment and Public Works Subcommit-
tee on Clean Air, Climate, and Nuclear Safety, today cel-
ebrated an announcement from the Department of Energy 
that Massachusetts will receive nearly $1 million in fed-
eral funding to develop clean energy infrastructure. This 
funding was awarded through the Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation Block grant program created through the In-
frastructure Investment and Jobs Act.

Of these funds, Boston will receive $659,900 to cre-
ate a Building Decarbonization Advisory Program, which 
will assist residents with enhancing energy efficiency, de-
carbonizing their homes, and complying with the City’s 
standards.

Littleton will receive $300,000 to collaborate with 
five local electric utilities, the Beneficial Electrification 
League, and the Northeast Public Power Association to 
launch a clean energy program. The program will help six 
Massachusetts municipal utilities transition to 100 percent 
clean energy while advancing their communities towards 
net-zero emissions by 2050.

“Massachusetts is the home of the American revo-
lution, and we’ll be the home of America’s clean energy 
revolution,” said Markey. “With nearly a million in federal 
funding, we are supporting Massachusetts families in up-
grading and decarbonizing their homes - all while electri-
fying and transitioning our commonwealth to clean energy. 
Together, we can reduce carbon emissions to zero, protect 
environmental justice communities, and save our planet.”

Our advertisers make
this publication

possible.
Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Journal
Register

PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS
As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 

weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo-
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content.

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for The Journal Register, please email mharrison@turley.
com.
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Join us
We’ll Match your Savings*

Starts this October.
Improve your 

financial health 
and earn while

your learn. 

Call 
413-497-4407

Quaboag Valley Community Development Corporation
23 West Main Street, Suite 1, Ware, MA 01082 • qvcdc.org

*Up to a certain amount. You must meet income guidelines.
The Quaboag Valley CDC is an equal opportunity employer lender and provider and does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, disability, family/parental status, 
national origin, race, religion, sex, gender identity (including expression), sexual orientation, marital status, income derived from public assistance programs, political 
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation, for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, Oct. 21st ~ 7pm-11pm

Alley Kings

Wednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm
Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

Saturday, Nov. 4th
7pm-11pm

Alley Kings

Upcoming Events

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All Welcome

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31ST at 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• BRIMFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS •

121 Haynes Hill Road      BRIMFIELD, MA
To be Sold on the Premises 

±20 ACRE 
EQUESTRIAN FACILITY

WITH

INDOOR RIDING ARENA & STABLES

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Jonathan R. Goldsmith

Of the firm of Goldsmith, Katz & Argenio, P.C.
1350 Main Street, Springfield, MA

Attorney for Mortgagee
Terms of Sale: $20,000.00 Deposit Bank Treasurer’s Check or Certified Funds.

Deposit to be increased to 10% of Purchase Price within 5 Business Days.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.

Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.

LAND: ±20 Acres of Land • Private Well • Gravel Driveway & Vehicle Parking •
• Zoned: Agricultural Residential • Deed Reference: Book 19657, Page 348 • 
IMPROVEMENTS: Single Building Equestrian Facility •
STABLE: 30’x45’ (±1,350 S/F) Wood Framed w/ Water & Electric •
INDOOR RIDING AREA: 72’x144’ (±10,368 S/F) • Pole Construction • Peaked Roof •
• Doors (Either Side) • Light Panel Windows • Sand Riding Surface • Viewing Room •
STABLE COMPLEX AREA: ±7,486 S/F w/ Upper & Lower Levels • Concrete Slab Floor • 
• Horse & Grooming Stalls • Tack Room • Mechanical Room • Feed Room •
• General Purpose Room • Office •
2ND FLOOR: Rough Framed (Apartment) • Hay Storage •

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer Venture Crew 164 were joined 
by friends, family and supporting members of the com-
munity to honor Palmer’s two newest Eagle Scouts, 
Kathleen Grace Day and John Michael Lopes Dee. 

The Sunday, Oct. 14, Eagle Court of Honor marked 
history as Day became Palmer’s first ever female Eagle 
Scout. 

Attendees were given the opportunity to learn 
about Day and Dee’s Trail to Eagle, recognize their ac-
complishments and bear witness to the Scouting cere-
mony rituals. 

Scoutmaster William Mullen kicked off the cere-
mony. 

He said the gathering was an opportunity to “cele-
brate all of their commitment (and) hard work.”

According to Mullen, only 4% of scouts that em-
bark on the scouting journey achieve Eagle. 

“They were faithful,” said Mullen of Day and Dee. 
Leading the Presentation of the Colors was Sarah 

Dee, followed by a declaration of the Scout oath, law 
and venture motto. 

Mullen shared the scouting journeys of Dee and 
Day, also known as the Trail to Eagle. 

“This is a milestone in the lives of these young peo-
ple,” said Mullen. “The first learned the scout law, scout 
oath, and slogan.”

He said learning these three codes earned Dee and 
Day the title of “Scout.”

Before advancing ranks to Tenderfoot, the scouts 
learned “to cook, camp and first aid.”

Mullen said, jokingly, “one of the first things I 
taught Kathleen how to do was make a proper pot of 
coffee.”

He added the scouts had to learn the importance of 
proper food preparedness, cooking and clean up before 
advancing to their Second Class rank. 

“With their newfound skills, they had to set up a 
campsite, a meal and clean up,” said Mullen. 

“This deemed them worthy of Second Class Scout.”
He said the scouts confidence grew, and they “hun-

gered to learn more.
He added that their “desire for independence was 

growing and showing.”
It wasn’t before long that Day and Dee would 

progress to rank of First Class Scout, which was when 
the “vast learning really began,” he said.

According to Mullen, at this rank Day and Dee 
“saw that Eagle was attainable, (and) saw what they had 
accomplished and what was possible.”

Upon advancement to Star Scout, Mullen said the 
next obstacle would be “Life.”

Star Scouts were expected to work on projects 
around town, continue earning badges and learn fund-
raising strategies. 

Finally, before achieving Eagle rank, Life Scouts 
were expected to act as mentors and share what they 

Turley photos by Dallas Gagnon

Palmer’s newest Eagle Scouts Kathleen Grace Day and John Michael Lopes Dee 
share a photo with State Sen. Jake Oliveira, D-Ludlow. 

Palmer’s newest Eagle Scouts honored

had learned with younger scouts. 
While Day helped younger scouts 

learn to tie knots, Dee helped teach the 
youngsters first aid. 

Then it was “Eagle Rank; time to 
fly,” said Mullen. 

At this rank, Day and Dee were 
tasked with executing an Eagle Project, 
which is designed to help the communi-
ty. 

“It’s like creating a business plan,” 
said Mullen. 

Day chose to do her project to ben-
efit her family church and create a little 
library. 

She was responsible for fundraising 
to cover the material costs of construct-
ing the library. 

Dee set his sights on helping the 

Palmer Department of Public Works by 
scraping, sanding and painting 15 fire 
hydrants throughout town. 

“Being the overachiever that he is,” 
Mullen said Dee ended up painting 21 
hydrants. 

Day and Dee were asked to light a 
series of candles before the audience to 
symbolize three core values of Scouting: 
Honor, loyalty and courage. 

Mullen asked all Eagle Scouts in at-
tendance to join Day and Dee in reciting 
the Eagle Scout oath as they pledged to 
honor scouting throughout their lives. 

“Your position is one of honor,” 
he said. “Do your duty. Bring yourself 
honor. You are here to make the feature 
greater.”

Kathleen Grace Day shares a hug with her sister, 
Meghan Salisbury, after naming Salisbury’s significant 
other, Louis Tonelli, one of her mentors. 

Kathleen Grace Day and John Michael Lopes Dee perform a candle ceremony to 
recognize lifelong qualities Scouts have developed throughout their Trail to Eagle.  

Eagle Scouts Kathleen Grace Day and John Michael Lopes Dee are recognized by the 
town of Palmer and awarded a citation by Town Councilor Karl Williams. 

Kathleen Grace Day stands proudly as she takes her Eagle Scout oath. 

John Michael Lopes Dee is joined by his mother and father in support of his Eagle 
Court of Honor Ceremony. 
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TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your 
Professional And Educational Goals

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at 
the Palmer Public 
Library, here to 
help you meet your 
educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

Contact Us
For More Information

413-283-2329
email: info@topfloorlearning.org

TUTORS 
NEEDED

For English Language Learners, 
HiSet Tutors:

English, Writing & Math

TUTORING AVAILABLE –
Meet your professional 
& educational needs.

English Language learning, 
HiSet preparation, 
Resume writing.

Call to ask about our next 
Computer Security class

James 
Cook

vtgunbroker.com

GUNS
WANTED

802-558-9363

GUNS
WANTED

“I come to you” & “buy your guns” right on the spot
I buy all types of firearms and firearm related items

• Pistols • Rifles • Shotguns • Revolvers •
Any age or condition

Fully Licensed to engage in the gun trade

VERMONT GUNBROKER
Licensed Gun Dealer in All New England States

802-558-9363

Lordy, Lordy
Look Who’s Turning

60
Happy Birthday
Paul ‘Hole Shot’ 

Holcomb
October 24th

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for our waiting list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

SCHOOL VAN DRIVERS
Monson - Palmer $19.50/hr. 

WE WILL TRAIN & LICENSE YOU 
FOR SCHOOL START! 

Paid sick time, Paid FMLA, 
Paid holidays.

Work the school schedule, 
split shifts. 

JP MCCARTHY BUS
email jobs@mccarthybus.com

text or call 413-544-8737

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

Submitted photos

Coaches and runners from Granite Valley School are covered in dots after participat-
ing in an interactive program. 

asked to explain what qualities they 
have,” said Nadeau. Her daughter said 
that her star power is that she is athletic. 

“Exercise is good for your physical 
and mental health (so) to have that in-
spire her, I look forward to seeing that,” 
she said.

Berman said the skills GOTR aims 
to help participants develop psycholog-
ical, physical and social behaviors “to 
successfully navigate life experiences 
through an emphasis on the development 
of competence, confidence, connection, 
character, caring and contribution.”

Participants are asked to meet twice 
a week for about an hour and a half 
with coaches, and at the completion of 
the season, participate in a celebrative, 
non-competitive 5K event. 

Additionally, teams will participate 
in a service project.

Granite Valley coach and school 
adjustment counselor Megan Clifford 
said GV is celebrating three seasons of 
GOTR this fall. 

“We have had 44 girls participate 
and nine different volunteer coaches 
since the inception of our first team,” 
said Clifford. 

Being an adjustment counselor, 
Clifford said she teaches students “how 
to advocate for themselves, develop 
healthy coping skills, learn to self-reg-
ulate (and) practice a growth mindset.”

When she first reviewed the GOTR 
curriculum, Clifford said she was “ready 
to dive in head first.”

She said, “the curriculum is so much 
more than just a running program, it 
teaches girls how to handle social pres-
sure, how to reframe negative thoughts 
and how to deal with challenges at home 
and school.” 

Clifford added she has seen first-
hand the positive impact GOTR has had 
on both individuals and the community.

“The girls who have finished a sea-
son with me, and the incredibly dedicat-
ed coaches I work with, have not only in-
creased their physical activity level, but 
they have learned to manage emotions, 
resolve conflicts and feel pride when 
helping others,” said Clifford.

She said the celebratory 5K has 
served as an opportunity to get families 
and community together in support of 
the runners and a shared cause.

“The practice 5K alone has been 
an unanticipated vehicle for parent and 
community involvement,” said Clifford. 
“At our 5K celebration our team had 
brothers, sisters, dads, moms, aunts, un-
cles…past teachers, and current princi-
pals all on the run.”

Berman said the 5K is an emotional 
and uplifting event as it allows runners, 
families and coaches involved with the 
program to come together and celebrate 

the accomplishments the girls 
have achieved throughout the 
season.

Western New England 
University is hosting the fall 
2023 5K, Sunday, Nov. 19, at 
11 a.m.

To volunteer to support 
the youth girls within the com-
munity participating in the 
event, please visit the Girls on 
the Run official website.

GIRLS ON THE RUN  ❙  from page 1

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – The Arts Council is excited to put on 
a performance of “The Mousetrap” by Agatha Christie 
on the weekend of Oct. 27-29.

“The Mousetrap” tells the story of a group of seem-
ingly unconnected people with dark secrets, trapped in 
an isolated English country manor in a freak snowstorm 
that they may not survive. The play first opened in Lon-
don in 1952, and has been performed continuously ever 
since.

“We are excited and thrilled to bring this classic 
tale to the stage at Monson Memorial Hall,” said Ray 
Possick, executive producer and member of the Arts 
Council. “The Mousetrap is one of the most successful 
and long-running plays of all time, and the cast, crew 
and directorial team have created a unique and compel-
ling version that audiences will love. You’ll never see 
the end coming.”

Cast members in “The Mousetrap” include Leslie 
Marsh, Jake Wyse, Melissa Wiese, Libby Smith, Paul 
Marsh, Laura O’Brien, David Leslie, and Tom Duke, 
and it’s being directed by Amy Lake.

“The Monson Arts Council Theater Committee has 
been working on building up the program after it was 
defunct for about eight years,” Lake said. “We started 
last year with Steel Magnolias, and we brought this up 
as our second play.”

Lake stage managed for “Steel Magnolias” last 
year, and then put her name forth when the council was 
looking for a director for “The Mousetrap.” She said 
that “the benefit of ‘The Mousetrap’ is that it’s a single 
scene,” and so it would work well with the limited stage 
space in Memorial Hall.

“We looked for something that was simple for the 
set, and had a smaller cast,” Lake said.

Sarah Thomas, a co-producer for the show, said 
that, “Given the ongoing challenges to arts in the Mon-
son community as the future of the Arts Council hangs 
in the balance, this show and its story has the potential 
to be of great local and regional interest as well as ap-
pealing to an arts audience.”

Concessions will be provided by The Better Bean. 
Tickets are $21 for general admission, or $19 for stu-
dents and seniors, and are available for purchase at My-
Monson.org, as well as at the door.

“The Mousetrap” will be performed at Memorial 
Hall on Friday, Oct. 27, at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 28, 
at 1 p.m. and again at 7:30 p.m., and on Sunday, Oct. 
29, at 1 p.m. 

Arts Council to present “The Mousetrap” 

Photos by Marcelo Gusmão

The cast of Tom Duke, David Leslie, Leslie Marsh, Paul Marsh, Laura O’Brien, Libby 
Smith, Melissa Wiese, and Jake Wyse rehearse The Mousetrap at Memorial Hall.

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you saw 

their ad in the

Journal Register
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WOMEN’Sweekweek
national

businessbusiness

Renee Niedziela has been the owner and president 
of The J. Stolar Insurance Agency, Inc. for 
the past eighteen years. From technology 

to building accessibility, Renee has made many 
changes over the years that have promoted the 
growth of the agency as well as functionality of 
the building and working environment. 

As J. Stolar Insurance Agency heads into 
it’s 43rd year in business in 2023, Renee has 
ensured that she and her staff are committed 
to providing the old fashioned customer 
service that customers have received from 
her family since 1980. She has added 
insurance companies offering customers 
more choices and competitive rates.

J. Stolar Insurance Agency, Inc. also offers many online options for 
added convenience. J. Stolar Insurance now offers life insurance for their 
customers.

This attention to detail epitomizes Renee’s attitude towards customer 
service and the family-like feeling of comfort that sets The J. Stolar 
Insurance Agency, Inc. apart from the rest.    

Insurance Agency, Inc.

J. Stolar Insurance Agency, Inc.

Auto  •  Home  •  Business  •  Commercial
www.jstolarinsurance.com

2001 Calkins Road
Three Rivers, MA

(413) 283-2561

Women wear many hats every 
day. That’s especially true for 
women juggling families and 

careers. Chauffeur, negotiator, advocate, 
moderator, mom, wife, and employee are 
just some of the titles that apply to modern 
women. 

Data from the U.S. Department of La-
bor and the U.S. Census Bureau indicate 
women represent nearly half of the United 
States workforce, but women still devote 
more time than men to housework and 
child care. While few are advocating for 
traditional gender roles of the past to be 
reinstated, a 2012 Pew Research survey 
found that very few adults (16 percent) 
indicated having a mother who works full-
time is the “ideal situation” for the fami-
ly. Nearly 42 percent said a mother who 
works part-time is ideal. 

The workforce has changed in many 
ways, particularly by the number of em-
ployers who have adopted family-friend-
ly policies or pivoted to remote working 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. That 
means working moms have even greater 
leverage to find a balance that works for 
their unique situations. These tips can help 
women free up more time for what’s most 
meaningful to them.

• Employ time-saving strategies. Em-
brace ways to save time during the day. Or-
der groceries online during a lunch break 
and pick them up curbside after work. Pool 
resources with a neighbor to cover school 
transportation if busing is not provided. 
Schedule conference calls during com-
mutes so they don’t eat into the rest of the 
day. 

• Define your priorities. Think about 

what cannot be compromised or negotiat-
ed. Maybe that is being home at a particu-
lar time each day so the family enjoys din-
ner together. Get clear ideas of what you 
value most so you can build plans around 
those priorities. 

• Take vacation time. Make it a point 
to use all vacation time, coordinating days 
off to coincide with family members’ days 
off. Family vacations offer the best shots 
at uninterrupted, enjoyable time together. 
They should be ranked highly and sched-
uled early to ensure travel is possible. 

• Use technology to stay connected. 
There are times when the family may not 
be able to gather in person. This became 
evident at the start of the pandemic, when 
social distancing and isolation became a 
cautionary tactic to prevent disease prolif-
eration. If the kids are missing you or you 

are missing the kids at any time during the 
day, a video chat can be just what everyone 
needs to feel better.

• Outsource housework and chores 
with smart ideas. If the budget is there, 
hire a housekeeper to come in weekly to 
tame messes around the house. A “mom’s 
helper” can be hired to come in and tend 
to certain needs. Family calendar apps can 
serve as personal assistants to keep track of 
family appointments. Clothing subscrip-
tion boxes save time and provide a way to 
have carefully curated outfits shipped right 
to your home. A robot vacuum can tame 
dog fur on the rug while you are working 
in a home office. These ideas can free up 
additional time to spend with the family.

Working mothers can employ strate-
gies to ensure ample time can be devoted 
to the ones they love.  

How women professionals can make more time for family

A breast cancer diagnosis affects ev-
ery facet of a woman’s life. While 
women and their families must 

prioritize treatment, a host of additional 
variables, including work, also merit con-
sideration after a breast cancer diagnosis.

Work is an important part of life, so it’s 
understandable if women are concerned 
about how a breast cancer diagnosis will af-
fect their careers. With that in mind, women 
can consider these tips as they share news of 
their diagnosis with their employers.

• Prioritize your own comfort when 
speaking to an employer about your di-
agnosis. Breastcancer.org notes that a wom-
an’s comfort level is the most important 
factor when sharing news of a breast cancer 
diagnosis with an employer. Some women 

may want to inform only a few coworkers 
they’re close with, while others may find 
it easier to let everyone know. There’s no 
wrong or right way to share a diagnosis, so 
women should prioritize their own comfort 
when choosing which way to go. 

• Decide what you want to share. 
Women can speak to their physicians to de-
termine how long they will continue work-
ing, if their ability to work full-time will 
be affected by treatment and the projected 
length of treatment. Answers to the these 
questions can help women decide how 
much to share with their employers. If treat-
ment will be lengthy and require time off 
to recover, then sharing such information 
can help employers arrange to cover your 
responsibilities.

• Take additional measures to over-
come side effects of treatment. Breast-
cancer.org notes that treatment can produce 
cognitive side effects such as memory loss 
or difficulty concentrating. Successful pro-
fessionals will undoubtedly want to main-
tain the standard they have established for 
themselves, and that can be done by taking 
a few simple steps to overcome any cogni-
tive issues that may arise during treatment. 
Record Zoom calls so you can go back and 
view them, if necessary. Take copious notes 
during strategizing sessions. Begin using a 
planner so you can stay on top of deadlines. 
These simple measures are easy to employ 
and can ensure women don’t miss a beat 
during treatment.

• Take time off, if necessary. Time off 

should always be a consideration during 
cancer treatment. Breastcancer.org notes 
that various programs can help women 
meet their financial obligations if they’re 
no longer earning income. Some employers 
may pay full salaries during treatment and 
not count time off as vacation or personal 
time, while others may grant short-term 
disability benefits that can provide some in-
come during extended time off. Explore all 
of your options with the human resources 
staff at your firm.

A breast cancer diagnosis may require 
women to alter their work habits and sched-
ules. Even the simplest tweaks can have a 
profound impact and allow women to direct 
much of their energy and focus on their 
treatment. 

How to approach work after a breast cancer diagnosis

Katie Gagner 

and the team at Moulton Insurance 
have a passion for helping clients 
with all their insurance needs. The 
agency has 12 licensed insurance 
agents in two convenient locations: 
Ware and Belchertown. The Moulton 
team provides a comprehensive 
review of your policies with the most 
competitive pricing.

Katie is the third generation in 
her family at the agency. Her grandfather, Charlie Moulton founded the agency 
in 1952. In 1990 her mother, Cynthia Moulton St. George, became the president 
and ran the agency until her retirement in 2020.  Katie and her father, Roy St. 
George, are both currently the co-principals of the agency. In her 14 years at the 
agency, she has obtained her Certified Insurance Counselor (CIC) and Certified 
Insurance Service Representative (CISR) designations. She is a member and a 
director for the Ware Business and Civic Association. Katie is an active member of 
the Quincy Mutual Insurance Company Agent’s Council among other insurance 
companies’ agency council boards in the region. Outside of work, Katie resides in 
Belchertown and enjoys spending time outdoors with her husband Jeff and her 
sons Coleman and Clay. 

As a family-run agency, Moulton Insurance cares about you, your family and 
your business. Contact Katie or any of the Moulton Insurance offices today to see 
why generations of families and business owners rely on us for all their insurance 
needs. We are here to advocate for our clients in this complex insurance world! 

143 West Street, Ware, MA 01082 • 413-967-3327
45 N Main Street, Belchertown, MA 01007 • 413-323-7229

Photo by Family Farmer Photography

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

was in charge. 
“The will didn’t look very official…clearly he 

had done it himself,” said Maher. “It didn’t mention 
any of his assets, any of what his estate entailed; just 
that the entirety of it would go to the Palmer Public 
Library.”

She said the staff thought the notion was “very 
sweet,” although no one was “pinning their hopes 
and dreams on it,” as it didn’t mention what his es-
tate entailed and didn’t appear to be official. 

“This was at least, close to a decade ago,” said 
Maher. 

She said she hadn’t thought about it for a long 
time, until she received a call from the Holyoke Po-
lice Department informing her that the Palmer Pub-
lic Library was listed as the executor of his estate. 

“Then it all flooded back to me,” said Maher. 
“Then we found out that he had this account with 
money in it… it was absolutely unbelievable.”

McNutt said they received the first check in the 
amount of $3,032,276.48, which was cut on Sept. 
15. 

Since then, six additional checks were have been 
received, amounting to a total of $3,063,598.51. 

“We’re not done yet,” said McNutt. “He owned 
a bunch of land around Cape Cod.”

He said they have hired a team of forensic in-
vestigators to go through all of Budnick’s proper-
ty records to determine what can be sold and what 
outstanding expenses or bills on his behalf have to 
be paid. 

A year in the works
The entire process started over a year ago, 

shortly after Budnick’s death. 
Before the will could be deemed legitimate, 

Budnick had to be declared dead by a medical ex-
aminer, followed by a relative signing the release of 
his body. 

“No processes can start until you’ve been re-
leased by the medical examiner’s office, so that’s the 
first thing that has to happen,” said McNutt. 

Budnick’s next of kin was his sister, Barba-
ra Budnick-McEarchen-Serrano, who declined to 
comment for this story. McNutt said he had no luck 
getting her to release his body. 

“He sat on that tray in the medical examiner’s 
freezer for like six months,” said McNutt. “I got in 
touch with a cousin. She was very insightful, very 
helpful, and finally convinced the sister to sign off 
on his body.”

Budnick’s cousin, Marilyn Lasek, said he and 
his sister “were always at odds.”

Lasek said she had reached out to McNutt “just 
over a year ago,” after she received a call from the 
Holyoke Police Department asking her if she wanted 
to sign off on his body. 

“The whole process, believe it or not, took about 
a year. He was in the medical examiner’s office in 
Westfield for nearly six months. I couldn’t sign him 
out because I wasn’t next of kin,” said Lasek. “Until 
Barbara was willing to release him legally, my hands 
were tied.”

“I have no stake in this legally or financially, but 
I just wanted him to rest in peace,” she said. After his 
body was released, Lasek had him cremated. 

Probate process
McNutt said once his body was released, the 

town’s attorney was able to start the probate process. 
“There were still a couple points of jeopardy,” 

said McNutt. Although the will was signed by three 
witnesses, it was not notarized. 

McNutt said the town hired private investigators 
to track down the three individuals who signed the 
will to confirm it was legitimate. 

Another challenge was that Budnick’s estate 
was bequeathed to an entity rather than a person. Af-
ter petitioning to become the personal representative 
of the estate, McNutt assumed the position of estate 
executive in July. 

McNutt said by the time they are finished sell-
ing land and assets, the estate could amount to up-
wards of $3.5 million. 

During the Monday, Oct. 16, Town Council 
meeting, McNutt shared with the council that they 
have received over $3 million at this time. 

A formal acceptance of the estate will be held in 
November, with McNutt handing the acquired funds 
to the Library Board of Directors. 

According to Maher, the funds will be put into a 
gift account for the library. 

Maher said many of the library board members 
are “still in shock,” adding “besides the building be-
ing built, this is the craziest, most wonderful thing 
that has happened.”

She credited McNutt for “doing a lot of the leg-
work,” and Lasek for being “so helpful and wonder-
ful.”

McNutt said the money bequeathed is “great 
for the library. The library’s budget is just under 
$900,000 a year, so getting roughly three years 
worth of budgets in one shot, they can put it in the 
bank, live off the interest rate, just do some capital 
improvements year to year. With the interest money 
they can keep this going forever.”

LIBRARY  ❙  from page 1

Hearts Willing Club to present 
“Laughter Yoga”

MONSON – The Hearts Willing Club of the First Church in 
Monson presents “Laughter Yoga” with Robert Rivest, on Wednes-
day, Oct. 25, at 7 p.m.

Laughter Yoga combines laughter exercises with yoga breath-
ing moves. This combination of techniques reduces stress and im-
proves mood. The event is free and open to the public. 

Roseann Vinciguerra, of First Church, invites anyone interest-
ed in attending to join the popular program. 

WILBRAHAM—The Wilbraham and 
Monson Academy Center for Entrepreneurship, 
Economics and Finance department will host a 
“Women in Business” panel on Sunday, Oct. 22, 
at 10 a.m.

Students and families who are interested in 
hearing from WMA alumnae about their experi-
ences in the world of business and finance and 
want to learn more about WMA’s CEEF pro-
gram should attend.

Attendees will hear from Allie Collins-An-
derson ‘16, Rayna Ferris ‘22 and Madaket  
Stoltz ‘23. Collins-Anderson is a WMA Cora 
Pease Chandler Award winner and She holds 
a B.A. in Economics and Music from Welles-
ley College and is a J.D. candidate at Suffolk 
University Law School. She serves as a Client 
Services Associate at Kathleen Collins Wealth 
Management.

Ferris is a student in the Western New En-
gland University 3+3 Law Dual degree program. 
She was a WMA Pieria Prize winner as a senior 

and was an active member of the Academy’s Fi-
nance, Entrepreneurship and Business Society. 
She is currently serving as a bank teller at Luso 
Credit Union while attending WNEU.

Stoltz is attending Babson College and will 
declare her major in Entrepreneurship. She is a 
student-athlete, participating in Women’s Track 
& Field and is a member of the Babson Blank 
Scholars Program. While at WMA, Stoltz was a 
Global Scholar, the Class of 2023 Commence-
ment speaker and was the recipient of WMA’s 
Stephen D. Luckraft Memorial Award. Stoltz 
was also a member of the all-female team that 
placed second in the high school division of the 
2023 Massachusetts Personal Finance Chal-
lenge.

The event is free and open to the public and 
will take place in the Academy’s Mark R. Shen-
kman Trading Center, located in Mattern Hall on 
the WMA campus.

To learn more and reserve your space, visit 
www.wma.us/womeninbiz.

Academy to hold women in 
business panel

Annual craft fair to be held
EAST LONGMEADOW— St Mark’s Church, 1 Porter Road,  

will hold its annual Art and Craft Fair on Saturday, Nov. 15 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. There will be a wide range of artists and craft-
ers offering items ranging from hand knit sweaters to hand-turned 
wooden bowls and birdhouses, from homemade jam to ceramics 
and glassworks. The Art and Craft Fair also offers a ‘Cookie Walk’ 
and an eclectic raffle of donated handmade items that benefits St. 
Mark’s Church. The kitchen offers breakfast and lunch items such 
as homemade soups, chili and loaded baked potato for sale. Rain 
or shine. Free parking and admission. All are welcome.
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By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – Members of the Warren and West Brookfield boards of selectmen withdrew their request for a forensic audit of the school district at Monday night’s Quaboag Regional School Committee meeting.
Warren Board of Selectmen Chair David Dufresne spoke on behalf of the two boards when he addressed the Committee, saying they had some concerns about the school’s budget. He said meet-ing with former Superintendent Brett Kustigian earlier this year, brought up more concerns. 

School Committee Chair Andrew Schwenker said the Kustigian is no longer there, and that it is the Committee’s respon-sibility to oversee the school bud-get and policy. 
Both Schwenker and Budget Subcommit tee  Chair  Jason Morgan said they have not been contacted by either of the town’s boards, requesting to attend a meeting, or to discuss budget con-cerns. 

Dufresne said they want to work with the School Committee and see “where the money is going.”
“A forensic audit would give us much more detail. We all want to do the right thing here,” Dufresne said. 
By seeking a forensic audit, Schwenker said, the boards are implying the School Committee was involved in waste, fraud, and/or abuse, some of the common reasons for conducting such an audit. 

The school district’s legal counsel, Attorney Russell Dupere, said in his experience forensic audits were usually only conduct-ed when theft was detected. He said the audit would cost tens of thousands of dollars.
The cost of the forensic audit, if approved by the School Committee, would have to be encumbered in the school dis-trict’s budget. 
Dupere, who said he previous-ly served on his town’s school committee, suggested the select-men, Budget Subcommittee 

Request for forensic 
audit withdrawn

Ware 
Fair & Flea

(Turley Publications Photo by Paula Ouimette)

Vendors set up on the lawn of the Ware Center Meeting House this past Saturday for the annual Ware Fair & Flea. This event is the primary 

fundraiser for the Meeting House and ongoing restoration efforts. See more photos on Page 6.

Celebration tea party, 
show and annual 
meeting Oct. 15

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

How we fasten our clothing has certainly changed over the years, from intricate lacing to buttons, to hook and loop, to zippers and snaps. 
But buttons continue to be both useful in fashion, as well as a fun and interesting collectible. 
“Buttons were one of the first recycled items,” button expert and dealer Betty Korostynski of West Springfield said. She has been col-lecting buttons since the 1980s and is a 35-year member of the Massachusetts State Button Society and a member of the Crescent Button Club in Holyoke.

Her interest in buttons was piqued as a child exploring the con-tents of her late grandmother’s but-ton box. Even though Korostynski was only 2 years old when her 

grandmother passed, she heard the stories of how her grandfather would bring home buttons to her from his job at the Strathmore paper compa-ny.

Before old shirts could be used in the process of making paper, the buttons would be removed and sent home with the workers. Korostynski’s grandfather would do just that, and her grandmother would sew them onto pieces of cloth.
Korostynski explained that women in the 1940s did this to store and catalog their buttons for future uses. She still has pieces of fabric adorned with buttons that her grandmother sewed. 
Monson Button Club member Carol Strum, a retired school teach-er, began collecting buttons after a fellow teacher suggested it as an “inexpensive collectible.” 
While this is mostly true of but-ton collecting, avid collectors will tell you there is plenty of money to be spent, especially when seeking rare and hard-to-find pieces.
Buttons can be made from all types of natural materials, including metal, bone, horn, coconuts, sea-shells and wood, as well as man-ufactured materials like celluloid, Lucite – even urea formaldehyde. 

Mass� State Button Society marks 80 years

(Turley Publications Photo 
by Paula Ouimette)Elsie the Borden Cow buttons, made in Leominster, were a favorite for children’s clothing. Elsie hailed from the historic Elm Hill Farm in Brookfield.

By Dallas Gagnon
Correspondent

WARE – Following the trag-ic loss of Robert “Bobby” Hoisington earlier this year, a memorial fund was established in his honor, after 15 years of coaching youth-recreational bas-ketball. 
According to Jeff Kularski, long-term family friend and founder of the Bobby Hoisington Memorial Fund, establishing the foundation in January started with a desire to “honor this guy for all the time he put in.”

Kathy Hoisington, Bobby’s wife, said Kathleen Soltys, who helped run Ware youth basketball for 13 years, and Kularski called Hoisington a few days after Bob’s passing. 
Kathy said they [Soltys and Kularski] told her they “‘came up with this great idea- doing a scholarship fund in Bob’s name.’” 
Though Hoisington explained, 

at the time, her heart was “too broken” she told Soltys and Kularski she would be “honored.”
Hoisington added “after this year Jeff is going to be turning over the whole process to us 

Basketball brings us 
together: honoring ‘Hois’

Main Street 
banners honor 
‘Hometown 
Heroes’ for 
Veterans Day

Staff Report

WARE – With Veterans Days approaching the Downtown Improvement Committee is offering a new way to honor those who have served in the military, by having veter-
ans photos and names on a Hometown Heroes banner.

These  banners  wi l l  be hung from the lampposts that line Main Street, which were installed near the completion of the Downtown Improvement project earlier this year. The lampposts have arms included on their frames, which can be utilized for promotional banners.  
The Downtown Improvement Committee is setting up an annual plan for seasonally themed banners. 
“The banner program was originally funded through a Massachusetts Office of Tour ism procured by the Planning Department to high-

light Ware businesses and com-
pliment the improved downtown infrastructure, particularly the sidewalks and decorative street-
lights,” Town Manager Stuart Beckley said. 

“The overall purpose is to attract visitors and residents. The banners add color, attention and important messages to the downtown in support of busi-
nesses and history,” he said.

The Town of Ware has always recognized the sacri-
fice veterans make, Committee 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

September is national Recovery Month, and members of the Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance met this past Monday to discuss ways to help individuals in recovery, as well as the benefits of a Community Health Improvement Plan.
The CHIP is being managed through the Town of Ware under Emily Coderre, along with Pioneer 

Valley Planning Commission’s Becky Basch and QHSUA’s Gail Gramarossa. 
Using information gathered from Community Health Needs Assessments, which are conducted by hospitals every three years, an advisory committee will look at the priority issues facing the public health of the community. 

Once these priority issues are identified, the CHIP will also develop and implement strategies for action, and establish account-ability to ensure measurable health 

improvement. 
Gramarossa said she expects both substance use and mental health to be priority issues identi-fied in the CHIP.
Baystate Wing Hospital is releasing their CHNA this fall, and data will also be collected from Cooley Dickinson Hospital in Northampton, Harrington Hospital in Southbridge, and Worcester hos-pitals. 

Basch said the CHIP is commu-nity driven and involves multiple sectors and agencies. “Community 

engagement is part of the CHIP process,” she said. 
A kickoff meeting for the CHIP will be held at E2E, 79 Main St., Ware from 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 4. Lunch will be pro-vided.
Basch said all are welcome to attend the meeting and talk about health issues communities are fac-ing. She said they will also use this kickoff to recruit members for the CHIP advisory committee.
For more information about the CHIP or the kickoff meeting, peo-

ple may email ecoderre@townof-ware.com or bbasch@pvpc.org. 

National Night Out
Gramarossa said members of QHSUA attended numerous National Night Out events across their region, including North Brookfield, Monson, Palmer and Ware.
This was North Brookfield’s first year hosting this national event. The Coalition for a Healthy 

CHIP will identify priority health issues; set plan for action

Please see VETERANS, page 2

Please see REQUEST, page 3

Please see HONORING, page 5

Please see BUTTONS, page 11

Please see CHIP, page 9
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THERE’S NO BETTER 
TIME TO ADVERTISE 

YOUR SERVICES THAN 
DURING

Calendar of Events
E-mail items to mharrison@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

The Journal Register encourages read-
ers to contact event coordinators and or-
ganizers for updated event times. Have an 
event to promote? Email the information (in 
sentence form and as a Word doc or plain 
email text – no PDFs or flyers, please – to 
pressreleases@turley.com.

COMING SOON
SCARECROW CONTEST Scare-

crows will be displayed at Memorial Hall,  
Oct. 21-31.A prize will be given to the best 
scarecrow. Please register by Oct. 21, via 
Friends of Monson Facebook Page, Email 
kjake861@gmail.com or text 413-544-
1555.

PUMPKIN DECORATING CON-
TEST  Memorial Town Hall, Oct. 31, 6 p.m. 
Geared towards ages 13-19. Please register 
by Oct. 27, via Friends of Monson Face-
book Page, Email kjake861@gmail.com or 
text 413-544-1555

SECOND ANNUAL FALL HOLIDAY 
DECORATING CONTEST Prizes will be 
given for: Scariest, Most traditional, Most 
artistic (Sponsored by the Monson Art 

Council.) Judging will be Oct. 27-29 Please 
register by Oct. 23, via Friends of Monson 
Facebook Page, Email kjake861@gmail.
com or text 413-544-1555.

INTERESTS 
CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2-4 p.m. 

daily at the Holland Public Library, 23 Stur-
bridge Road to learn or practice different 
crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. 
For more information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Lo-
cated at 35 Ely Rd., Monson, nature trails 
are open daily until dusk for hiking, snow-
shoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail 
maps can be found in the parking lot. The 
Phillips Sculpture Garden is open year-
round (handouts in box on one of the sign-
posts). For more information call 413-267-
4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.
org or visit keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS 
GUILD: Members meet at 1 p.m. on the 
first and third Thursdays of the month in the 
Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Riv-

ers. The Guild is a no-pressure group with 
varying degrees of accomplishments, from 
novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. 
Dues are $55 a year. For more information, 
contact Barbara Beaulieu at 267-4044 or 
Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Follow 
them on Facebook for more.

ONGOING
BINGO IS BACK at Amvets Post 74, 

2150 Main St., Three Rivers, on Mondays. 
The kitchen opens at 4:30 p.m. Early Bird 
starts at 6:25 p.m. Call the Post at 413-283-
4518 for further information.

FARMER’S MARKETS: The Brim-
field Farmers Market at Hitchcock Acade-
my is a fun place to find cool, unique prod-
ucts, plants and seasonal produce every 
Saturday while you meet your neighbors 
and support Hitchcock and local businesses. 

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. 
and/or 6:30-8:30 p.m., every Thursday at 
the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St, Mon-
son. Rose’s line dancing classes include 
absolute beginners and beginners, and par-

ticipants get to dance to all types of music. 
$10 per class. Please wear comfortable 
footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the sec-
ond Tuesday of every month at Top Floor 
Learning (third floor of the Palmer Library 
at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and open to the 
public. Play available board and card games 
or bring your own. Must be 16 or older 
unless accompanied by an adult. No Reg-
istration Required – just show up! Ques-
tions? Call 283-2329, or 283-3691, or email 
palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN 
FOR WINTER SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Thursday-Monday. The center is located on 
Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range 
State Park. DCR Interpretive staff will be 
available for visitors. Coming in January, 
programs will also be offered to highlight 
the Range’s special nature in winter, see the 
park web site for details. 

QI GONG: 6 p.m., every Tuesday night 
at Memorial Hall with Randy Emerson. 
Free, no registration. Presented by Monson 
Parks & Rec and the Monson Free Library. 

TRUNK OR TREAT
October 21

PALMER Converse Middle School; 
6-8 p.m. Contact Old Mill Pond PTO 
to enter a vehicle. 

October 28
MONSON Monson HS parking lot; 
4-5:30 p.m. Email monsonptsa@gmail.
com to volunteer.
 

October 28
HOLLAND Holland Elementary 
School; 5:30-8:30 p.m. Parking begins 
alongside E. Brimfield Rd. Cut off for 
arrival is 6:15 p.m. Trunk or treating 
begins at 6:30 p.m.

October 28
BRIMFIELD Brimfield Winery park-
ing lot; 5:30-9:00 p.m. Trunks must 
arrive before 5 p.m.Those entering the 
trunk or treat must bring a large bag of 
candy per treater. A $5 donation to the 
Brimfield Park and Rec Department is 
encouraged.

PALMER—  Being a com-
bat veteran of the Army Nation-
al Guard and deployed with the 
28th Military Police Company 
to Baghdad during Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, has provided me 
with the opportunity to see many 
different areas of the world with 
vastly different cultures and 
ways of life. These experienc-
es have allowed me to be very 
grateful for where and how I am 
able to live. Working in health-
care has given me the opportuni-
ty to feel like I am giving back.

The most rewarding part 
of my role in mammography is 
when I am able to share with a 
patient that their exam is normal 
and that everything is fine. The 
relief that comes across their 
face is priceless. On the opposite 

end of the spectrum, being there 
to listen to a patient’s story, hear 
their fears, and provide a shoul-
der to cry on or offer a reassur-
ing hug when unwanted news is 
given is just as rewarding.

Facing a breast concern can 
be an incredibly terrifying expe-
rience for many women. Being 
able to provide as much infor-
mation and support during this 
time is one of my main goals 
as a mammographer. When a 
patient needs to return for ad-
ditional images, I do my best to 
explain the reason for the visit 
and the importance of providing 
the radiologist with the best im-
ages possible.

Coming in for a mammo-
gram is not something most 
women look forward to so pro-

viding a positive and encourag-
ing experience to each patient 
is my top priority and the most 
meaningful part of my job. I 
hope to make a positive impact 
on people’s lives during the brief 
interaction I share with each pa-
tient and hope that this allows 
them to return for their yearly 
mammograms with less hesita-
tion and anxiety.

Regarding the Radiology 
team I work with, I couldn’t ask 
for a more caring, empathetic, 
and knowledgeable group of 
people. They bring me joy ev-
ery day I get to work with each 
and every one of them. Each 
person brings something special 
and wonderful to our team from 
how they treat and care for our 
patients to the amount of medi-

cal knowledge they possess, and 
much they make me smile every 
single day. Simply put, they are 
just the best.

Breast cancer is the most 
common cancer among women. 
During their lifetimes, regard-
less of breast size or family his-
tory, 1 in 8 women will receive 
a breast cancer diagnosis, but 
early detection makes breast 
cancer easier to treat. Women 
over 40 do not need a referral 
to make an appointment for a 
routine screening mammogram. 
For more information or to make 
an appointment online at one of 
the Baystate Health 8 locations 
visit Baystate Health. To Make 
a Mammogram Appointment or 
call 413-794-2222.

Karye Allard shares her story in healthcare
SPRINGFIELD— Dakin Humane 

Society will present Whisker Wonder-
land on Saturday, Nov. 4 from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at its location at 171 Union St. 
Admission is free, but donations will be 
welcomed.

The second-annual holiday craft 
event will include a variety of local arti-
sans offering pet-centric crafts and gifts. 
Last year’s first-ever Whisker Wonder-
land event attracted many pet lovers and 
craft enthusiasts across western Massa-
chusetts and northern Connecticut, as 
well as holiday shoppers, and people 
seeking eco-friendly, locally-focused 
gift items.

In addition, Dakin’s Home Again 
thrift shop will be open at that time to 
provide additional shopping options. 
There will be a raffle of donated gift 

items to support animals at Dakin Hu-
mane Society, and Dakin’s holiday 
merchandise will be for sale. The fami-
ly-friendly event will also feature a bake 
sale with hot chocolate.

“Last year when we introduced 
Whisker Wonderland, it attracted near-
ly 300 people,” said Dakin’s Director 
of Development and Marketing, Stacey 
Price. “We got a lot of terrific feedback 
from shoppers about how they got some 
great gifts for the animal lovers in their 
life, which helped with their holiday 
shopping. This year we will have even 
more vendors offering unique gifts in-
spired by pets at Whisker Wonderland.”

Sponsors for Whisker Wonderland 
include VCA Animal Hospitals, and 
Finck & Perras Insurance Agency, Inc.

Dakin Humane to host 
Whisker Wonderland

SPRINGFIELD—When it 
comes to treating most cancers 
today, specialists are quick to de-
nounce the “one-size-fits-all” or 
“cookie cutter” approach that has 
changed over the past several de-
cades.

It was back on April 16, 1999, 
that a short article appeared in The 
Wall Street Journal entitled “New 
Era of Personalized Medicine: Tar-
geting Drugs for Each Unique Ge-
netic Profile,” which introduced to 
the public the new term personal-
ized medicine.

“Decades ago, most patients 
with breast cancer received the same 
treatments. At that time, there really 

wasn’t a way for us to differentiate 
treatments for more effective out-
comes based on a woman’s specific 
type of breast cancer,” said medical 
oncologist and breast specialist Dr. 
Prarthna Bhardwa of the Baystate 
Regional Cancer Program.

Personalized medicine, now 
more often referred to as precision 
medicine, is an innovative approach 
to the tailoring of medical treatment. 
It is based on the individual charac-
teristics of each patient by identi-
fying the molecular fingerprints of 
various cancers and using them to 
divide cancer’s once-broad catego-
ries into far more precise types and 
subtypes. It allows for medical care 

that “focuses on the right drug at the 
right dose at the right time for the 
right patient.”

“Modern science has allowed 
us to focus on improving outcomes 
for our patients. Today, we are see-
ing women diagnosed with stage 4 
breast cancer, who years ago would 
have an average life expectancy of 
months to now surviving for years 
with treatments that are improving 
the quality of life for many,” Bhard-
waj said.

“Many of these new treatments 
began with patients who had ad-
vanced or stage 4 breast cancer. 
When oncologists started to see 
success in treating these patients 

with targeted thera-
pies, what followed 
was incorporating 
them into treatment 
for patients with ear-
lier stage cancers to 
achieve better out-
comes for them as 
well,” Bhardwaj said.

One of the ear-
liest examples of 
putting precision 
medicine to work 
for breast cancer 
patients, and that 
served as an initial 
step in identifying 
different types of 
breast cancers, was 
the discovery in 1986 
of the HER2 gene 
that promotes the 
rapid growth of can-
cer cells. HER2-pos-
itive breast cancers, 
which tend to be 
more aggressive than 
other types of breast 
cancer, account for 
about 15-20 percent 
of all breast cancer 
diagnoses, where 
the breast tumor has 
high levels of the 
protein known as 
HER2 which stands 
for human epidermal 
growth factor recep-
tor 2.

“Not all patients 
benefit from the 

Precision medicine is changing 
treatment for breast cancer

BREAST CANCER
 ❙   page 19
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Contact 
Sue Como

413-531-9098

www.BuyRiteHome.com

LAND FOR SALE
Hardwick 1.86 &2 acre lots  $55,000 each
Hardwick 1.23 ac (Septic Des.) $49,900
Hardwick 4A  600’ frtg $79,900
Monson ½ A  town util $59,900
Monson 28+ acres (poss. Lots) $259,900
New Braintree  4+A (Septic Des.) $56,000
New Salem 5.8 acres  $94,900
N. Brookfield 5+ acres $49,900
Sturbridge 11+ acres Town Util  $149,900
Sturbridge 11+ acres Waterfrt  Call for details
Ware  11+ Acres (perc) $65,000
Warren  4.5+Acres (perc)  $31,500
Warren  22+ acres  (perc) $89,900

Many of the lots have perc tests, 
some have septic designs.

CALL FOR DETAILS
 AND LOCATIONS.

Have a parcel to sell? 

WARE:  Set on 4+ acres multi use brick building set 
just outside of town. Some rental income, 3 phase 
power, overhead doors. $350,000.  Call for details or 
private tour.  Don’t miss this opportunity if you need 
more space for  your company at an affordable price.

PALMER:  Retail Rental Space Available. 
Main Street location. $1,000 per month

Fax: 413-267-3496
Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

www.richardgreeninsurance.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd. 
Hampden, MA

566-0028

128 Main St.
Monson, MA

267-3495

Two Locations:

Please Visit Our Website For an 
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

• Great Locations • Registry Service
• Quotes Gladly Given • We Make Housecalls

Submitted Photo

Dan Moriarty, Monson Savings Bank President and 
CEO, visited Shriners Children’s New England to 
present Stacey Perlmutter, Director of Development 
for Shriners Children’s New England, with the Bank’s 
$1,000 donation.

Monson 
Savings Banks 
donates $1000

MONSON— Monson Savings Bank President 
and CEO Dan Moriarty presented a $1,000 dona-
tion to Stacey Perlmutter, Director of Development 
for Shriners Children’s New England, in support of 
Shriners Cheers for Children event. 

“On behalf of Monson Savings Bank, we are 
pleased to help support Shriners Children’s New 
England. Our donation to Cheers for Children will 
support the patient care Shriners provides to local 
children,” said Moriarty. “It is outstanding that par-
ents and guardians have this incredible clinic right 
in our backyards to count on in a time of need.”

The Shriners Cheers for Children event will di-
rectly benefit Shriners Children’s New England, a 
local clinic that provides specialty orthopedic, neu-
romuscular, cleft lip and palate, and urologic care 
exclusively to children. The event will be an eve-
ning filled with fun. Including food, live entertain-
ment, games, a cash bar, and a silent auction.

“I would like to extend a thank you to our 
friends at Monson Savings for their ongoing sup-
port of our clinic,” said Perlmutter. “It is partners 
like them that help make the work we do possible. I 
look forward to seeing everyone at Cheers for Chil-
dren.”

Eagle Scout receives recognition
Submitted Article

PALMER –   Seventeen year old Alex Jamieson Ja-
worski of Troop 164 and Venture Crew 164  was for-
mally honored for attaining the rank of Eagle Scout on 
October 1st  at the Hardwick Crossing Country Club. 

Jaworski was recognized by his Scoutmaster, troop, 
crew, Western Mass Council representatives, honored 
members of town and state government as well as by 
family and friends.  

Jaworski, a National Honor Society student at 
Palmer High School, successfully completed his Eagle 
Scout Board of Review on August 8th. 

He received his letter of congratulations from the 
National Office of the Boy Scouts of America dated 
August 11th.  

In addition to the rank of Eagle Scout, Jaworski 
was also awarded six Eagle Palms for merit badges 
earned beyond the requirements. 

Jaworski has been a dedicated member of Troop 
164 since March of 2017 and a member of Venture 
Crew 164 since 2021.  

During his time as a Scout he has served in many 
leadership positions including Assistant Patrol Leader, 
Patrol Leader, Assistant Senior Patrol Leader, and Se-
nior Patrol Leader. 

He currently holds the position of Troop Scribe 
with Troop 164 and is Vice President of Administration 
for Venture Crew 164.  

Jaworski has not only earned 54 merit badges, but 
has also been awarded the Dr. Charles H. Townes, and 
the Dr. Bernard Harris Supernova Awards; which focus-
es on STEM sciences.  

He also earned the World Conservation Award.  
Jaworski was recognized by his Scoutmaster for 

helping an injured Scout back to camp during a cam-
pout, earning him a BSA Best Pin. 

Jaworski was chosen as Honor Camper in 2022 by 
his adult leaders while attending summer camp at Camp 
Wanocksett in NH. 

His Eagle Scout Service Project consisted of re-
storing and improving a town rest area located in front 
of the Town Offices and Palmer Police Station.  

The project included the planting of a tree and pe-
rennials, refinishing the benches and constructing a new 
paved area for the benches. 

Additionally, Jaworski’s called for designing and 
erecting a plaque to commemorate the original “Town 
House at Four Corners,” which was established in 1846.

The building originally served as a Town Hall and 
Meeting House for the Town of Palmer. 

Jaworski enjoys acting in local theater produc-
tions and is a proud member of the Palmer High School 
marching, concert, and jazz bands. 

Jaworski said he plans to remain active in both his 
troop and crew while enjoying the completion of his 
senior year at Palmer High School before attending col-
lege in 2024.

Time to fly for new Eagle Scout

Alex Jamieson Jaworski of Troop 164 and Venture Crew 
164 honored for attaining Eagle Scout.

Alex Jamieson Jaworski and State Sen. Jake Oliveira, 
D-Ludlow stand together for a photo at the celebration.

Alex Jamieson Jaworski’s project included the plant-
ing of a tree and perennials, refinishing the benches 
and constructing a new paved area for the benches. 

Polish Plate 
Dinner to be 
held Oct. 21 

INDIAN ORCHARD 
— A Polish Plate Dinner 
(Kielbasa, Golabki, Piero-
gi (4), Kapusta, Bread)

and Frozen Polish 
Food Sale will be held at 
Immaculate Conception 
Parish Hall 25 Parker St. 
Indian Orchard, Ma (Eat 
in or Take Out) on Oct. 
21, 2023 from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. For tickets at $20 
please call: Maria Kow-
alski--413-222-6229 or 
Maria Bukowski- 413-
427-9464.

Also: on Saturday, 
Oct. 21, 2023, from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m., the Altar 
Servers will have a Mini 
Penny Sale with Door 
Prize of a Salt & Pepper 
Set from Poland (worth 
$150) donated by Father 
Piotr. Prizes will be drawn 
at 4 p.m. 

Meat pies are
back, order now

LUDLOW -- St. Elizabeth Parish is now tak-
ing orders, and pies will be available through Nov. 
3 while supplies last. Each individual size pie is $5. 
Place online orders at www.stelizabethludlow.org or 
by calling the Rectory Monday through Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 583-3467. 

Please pay in full at the time of pickup with 
cash or a check made out to St. Elizabeth Parish.

Meeting will occur at St. 
Cecilia’s Parish Center 

WILBRAHAM -- The Nov. 6 
meeting of the Wilbraham Garden 
Club will take place on MONDAY at 
St. Cecilia’s Parish Center on Main 
Street in Wilbraham at noon. A lun-
cheon of sandwiches and dessert will 
be served. Please note the change of 
meeting date is on a Monday.

The speaker for this meeting will 
be Robin Desrochers, who will give 
a talk on Bird Watching in Wilbra-
ham. Welcome to Robin’s nest! She 
will discuss the different birds in our 
neighborhoods, and we will view 
some beautiful photos. 

Robin will inform us how we can 
help them survive, as many bird pop-
ulations are becoming endangered. 
This is a presentation that can be en-
joyed by all!

Wilbraham Garden Club to meet Nov. 6
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Evening & Weekend
Appointments Available!

Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS • FULLY INSURED • FAMILY OWNED

Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!

                                   566-2916

HAMPDEN SEPTIC
Time To Get 
Your Septic 
Pumped, 
Call To 

Book Now!
WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

WE’RE STILL TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS! Wilbraham United ChurchWilbraham United Church
Pumpkin PatchPumpkin Patch

Open Daily ~ October 15-31Open Daily ~ October 15-31
Monday through Saturday 10-6 • Sunday 12-7Monday through Saturday 10-6 • Sunday 12-7

BUY YOUR PERFECT PUMPKIN!BUY YOUR PERFECT PUMPKIN!

Fall FestivalFall Festival
October 21st! 10-5October 21st! 10-5

Food Trucks, Arts & Crafts Vendors,Food Trucks, Arts & Crafts Vendors,
Pumpkin Painting & More!Pumpkin Painting & More!

WILBRAHAM UNITED CHURCHWILBRAHAM UNITED CHURCH
500 Main Street, Wilbraham500 Main Street, Wilbraham

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Nov. 4 ........Book of Mormon .......................... $120
Nov. 18 ......Vermont Country Store .............. $79
Dec. 30 ......Moulin Rouge!.............................. $125
Jan. 12-14 ..NYC Weekend ............................... $469
Jan. 27 .......Ain’t Too Proud – Temptations . $99

NYC WEEKEND
January 12-14, 2024

safety, prevention and education are a big responsibility 
of the department as well. 

He said the event not only helps share fire preven-
tion strategies with the community, but allows children 
to be introduced to fire personnel outside of their uni-
forms. 

The event featured a brief kitchen safety presenta-
tion, fire escape simulation, touch-a-truck and a story 
time with Sparky the fire prevention education dog. 

For the fire simulation escape room activity, a trail-
er was pumped with fog or non-hazardous vapor to sim-
ulate smoke. 

Participants were then guided to crawl under to the 
nearest “bedroom window,” and climb out using an es-
cape later. 

After exiting the trailer, some firefighters were 
practicing the “stop-drop and roll” method to remind 
attendees what to do if they were burning.

Additionally, a display in the fire station showed 
several fire hazards, specifically electrical fire hazard 
concerns. 

Harris said some things to avoid when using out-
lets, extension cords and electrical components is “dai-
sy-chaining” and over-exhausting circuits. 

“Daisy-chaining,” is when multiple extension 
cords are linked to one another to add several outlets 
to a given unit.

However, it is a safety hazard as the cords and out-
lets are not designed to handle that much power. 

Another electrical fire contributor was an extension 
cord that had been urinated on by an animal. 

The cord on display had been seared after catching 
fire. 

Fire safety in Monson
FIRE SAFETY  ❙  from page 1

Heidi and Henry Penczek are all smiles at the Monson Fire Department’s annual 
open house. 

Bradley, Brittany, Melissa, Brantley and Firefighter Braden Beaumier stand before a 
fire simulation trailer after participating in some of the event activities. 

Capt. Lisa Hamill is joined by “her biggest fans,” Wyatt and Maci Golas. 

Turley photos by Dallas Gagnon

Zeffie, Wyatt, Sully and Chris David support the Monson Fire Department and fire 
safety during this year’s annual event. 

Brothers Lucas and Landon check out the inside of a 
fire engine. 

Firefighter Arthur Manarile, Firefighter Richard Ingrassia, Capt. Lisa Hamill, Lt. Ruben Baker, Firefighter Braden 
Beaumier, Firefighter RJ Woodman, Firefighter Andrew Harrowfield, Firefighter Joshua McCarthy, Chief Brian 
Harris, Firefighter Amber Duby, Firefighter Dwight Gregoire and Lt. John Wilson smile while hosting the fire safety 
and prevention event.  

Capt. Lisa Hamill and Firefighter Amber Duby are “fire ready,” as they share a photo 
during the annual event. 

Sparky gives a thumbs up to fire safety and prevention. Kaylee Louvitakis and Wil-
low Brisbois make their rounds meeting Sparky, drinking cider and checking out fire 
engines. 

Caitlin Suzor, Cristiano Garcia, Audrey Dias and Kathleen Sheehan were some of many families in attendance. 
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acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com
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Italian, Greek & American Cuisine
(413) 283-9939 • (413) 283-9930
1581 North Main Street, Palmer

Sun. - Thurs. 11 am - 8:30 pm;
Fri. - Sat. 11 am - 9:00 pm

 
FULL BAR

Popular Local Beers

Area's Leading Custom Jeweler
www.belangerjewelers.com

125 Main Street Phone & FAX
in Norcross House (413) 267-3131
Monson, MA Celebrating 28 years

201 Park Avenue, Suite 2 • West Springfield, MA 01089 
T: 413.734.9040 • F: 413.781.5609 • www.bppc.com

The talented team at Burkhart Pizzanelli provides 
expertise in a full range of accounting and financial services.

Feel free to call on us at 413.734.9040.

ACCOUNTING • CONSULTING • LITIGATION • RETIREMENT PLANS • TAX PLANNING

Richard F. Burkhart, CPA and Salvatore J. Pizzanelli, CPA, JD, PFS

The talented team at Burkhart Pizzanelli
provides expertise in a full range of accounting 
and financial services. Feel free to call on us at 
413.734.9040.

201 Park Avenue, Suite 2, West Springfield, MA
T: 413.734.9040 • F: 413.781.5609
www.bppc.com

Accounting
Consulting
Litigation
Retirement Plans
Tax Planning

Julie M. Quink, CPA and Deborah J. Penzias, CPA

1465 North Main Street, Palmer, MA
T: 413.283.7671 • F: 413.283.4088

www.bppc.com

Everyone is a winner in our book!

Best of Luck 
to All!

Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 9-6, Thurs. 9-8, Sat. & Sun. 10-4
Third Location: 433 Center St., Ludlow • www.cluetts.net

3 Mechanic St. &
23 East Main St.

Ware
413-967-6871

Shout out to Ware #21

1307 Park Street, Palmer

413-284-2230
www.DemoresAutomotive.com

Good Luck 
to Both 
Teams

173 West Street, Ware, MA
413-967-7140 

dhillonfamilydental.com

Dhillon Family & 
Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. Navkiran Dhillon and the staff at 
Dhillon Family & Cosmetic Dentistry 

wishes the players a great & fun game!

182 West St, Ware, MA 01082

413-967-5562
We are currently accepting new patients

GOOD LUCK 
TO BOTH TEAMS! 2 Wilbraham Street, Palmer, MA 01069

413-284-1673

 Let's Go Palmer!

Carpet • Laminates • Vinyl • Wood • Ceramics • Area Rugs

FLOORMART,FLOORMART, Inc. Inc.

4 Bridge Street, Three Rivers, MA 
floormart1@verizon.net

   413-284-0206 • Find us on Facebook 

Go PANTHERS!Go PANTHERS!

40 East Main St., Ware • 413-967-6018
Train Hard & Good Luck!

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

Good luck at the Football Game!

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—It doesn’t matter 
if a football team has a perfect 7-0 
record or are 0-7, you can throw the 
records out the window whenever 
Palmer and Ware battle each other 
on the gridiron. 

The 97th meeting between 
the two neighboring high schools 
is scheduled to take place at Vet-
eran’s Field, which is located be-
hind Ware High School, at 1 p.m. 
on Oct. 28. It’ll be the final regular 
season game for both teams.   

“The Ware game used to be 
played around Veteran’s Day and 
it’s nice having the game played at 
the end of the regular season again,” 
said Palmer head coach Matt Mar-
ciniec. “Most of the people who 
live in both communities already 
know what this game is all about 
and how long it has been played. 
It’s always a game that you circle 
on the calendar when the football 
schedules come out. We’re look-
ing forward to playing this year’s 
game.”   

Marciniec, who graduated 
from Palmer High School in 2006, 

has been a part of the rivalry game 
as a player, assistant coach, and a 
head coach.  

“Between being an assistant 
coach and a head coach, I believe 
this will be my 16th year coach-
ing in the rivalry game,” said Mar-
ciniec, who took over the head 
coaching duties from Peter Farr in 
the fall of 2019. “We didn’t have 
very much success against Ware 
during my high school career, but 
we did beat them in my senior year. 
It’s something that my teammates 
and I still talk about whenever we 

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE—Thomas Shamgo-
chain replaced Gene Rich as the 
Athletic Director at Ware High 
School prior to the start of the 
2018-19 school year. Since that 
time, the Palmer-Ware football 
trophy has been on display inside 
Shamgochain’s office.

“The Palmer-Ware football 
game is very important to the play-
ers on both teams,” Shamgochain 
said. “If we do win this year’s 
game, the players will have the 
trophy for a few days. It’s like the 

Stanley Cup tradition. Then the tro-
phy will be displayed in my office 
for the rest of the year. The game 
means a lot to both communities. 
It’s like a Super Bowl and the kids 
are very excited about it.”

Shamgochain, who graduated 
from Quabbin Regional in Barre, 
didn’t know very much about the 
rivalry game before he arrived at 
Ware High School.  

“When I was a student at 
Quabbin, we didn’t have a rivalry 
game like this one. I’m still learn-
ing about the Palmer and Ware 
football game, which has been a 
lot of fun,” Shamgochain said. “I 

really enjoy talking with the older 
fans about the early football games. 
I’ve also been looking at some pic-
tures.”  

The 97th meeting between the 
two neighboring high schools is 
scheduled to take place at Veteran’s 
Field at 1 p.m. on Oct. 28. It’ll be 
the final regular season game for 
both teams.   

Ware enters this year’s con-
test with a slim 48-43-5 edge in 
the overall series, which began in 
1925. The Indians have won the 
last six meetings and nine of the 

File photos

Dylan Doherty maneuvers through the crowd during Palmer’s first game of 
the season against Pathfinder.

File photos

Jadrien Berthiaume takes the ball over the goal line during Ware’s first 
win this season.

Gavin Sawabi starts a run up 
the field for the Indians during 
action this season. 

Andrew Menard 
sprints up the field 

with the ball.

Panthers look for
rebound game in rivalry

RIVALRY FOOTBALL

Fazio hopes to maintain
perfect mark against Panthers

PALMER   ❙   page 12
WARE   ❙   page 13

Cheering on 
OUR LOCAL 
KIDS in the HEADLINES 
& on the SIDELINES
The Journal Register 
&
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Girly’s GrillGirly’s Grill❤❤ ❤❤ ❤❤

“Get U’re Fill”
SERVING BREAKFAST & LUNCH

OPEN DAILY 6AM-2PM
CLOSED WEDNESDAY

413 ❤ 284 ❤ 0005
1315 Park Street, Palmer

Never a Document Fee 
Never A Dealer Prep Fee

Never An Interest Rate Mark Up

E. Main St., Rtes. 9 & 32, Ware
Just Over the West Brookfield Line

413-967-4210 or 800-793-2078
www.guzikmotors.com

Good Luck to All!

Harvey Auto, LLC
248 Main Street, Monson, MA 01057  •  413-893-9022 Office

All makes and models. Subaru certified. Join us on Facebook @ Harvey Auto

JIM HARVEY
Owner/Operator

Good LuckGood Luck
& Play Hard& Play Hard

Inc.
HVAC SERVICES – LICENSED & INSURED

Owners – Peter and Suzanne Harper

For All Your Heating and Cooling Needs

Call Us For Reliable, Competent, Local Service

413-967-4721

We’re a full service, family owned business.
We respect the needs of our customers and strive 

to build long lasting relationships.

• Sheet Metal
• Duct Cleaning
• Maintenance

• Inspections
• Installations
• Exhaust Fans

ESTABLISHED

2006

Owners - Peter and Suzanne Harper
Call Us For Reliable, Competent, Local Service

413-967-4721

Best of Luck to Both Teams!

Celebrate football 
season here with us at 

It’s Wine O’Clock!

It’s Go Time #9
(Jeb Berthiaume)
Love,
Your Friends & Family

It’s Wine O’clock
164d West St. 

Ware, Ma. 01082
(413) 277-0152

Mon-Thurs 10 am - 7 pm
Fri & Sat 10 am - 8 pm

Sunday 10 am - 6 pm

Deputy tax ColleCtors

137 Main Street  •  PO BOx 720
 Ware, Ma 01082-0720

HOurS: MOnday - Friday 8:00 aM - 4:00 PM

Jeffery & Jeffery Inc.

Good Luck to Our Stars
413-967-9941             WWW.jeFFeryandjeFFery.cOM

Good Luck to  
Palmer & Ware

High Schools 
in this Great Annual 

FOOTBALL CLASSIC

MONSON MONSON Italian PizzeriaItalian PizzeriaMONSON MONSON Italian PizzeriaItalian Pizzeria
136 Main St., Monson

413-267-9792

Dine In & Take-Out

ORDERS TO TAKE OUT Phone ahead & 
your order will be ready when you arrive

Taste Our Calzones!

Open Daily 11am-10pm

Morrison 
Construction

A division of WeMow Landscaping, Inc.

Water - Sewer - Septic - Excavation - 
Lawn Installations - Retaining Walls - Foundations

Plantings - Screened Loam Delivered

FREE Estimates - 413-289-2026/413-530-2567

PALMERPALMER
PACKAGEPACKAGE
STORESTORE

1615 N. Main Street, Palmer
American owned since 1952

Miller High Life 18pk $14.99 plus dep.

Rolling Rock 18pk $12.99 plus dep.

PLAYHARD

BROOKSIDE MART CITGO
West Street, Ware, MA

GOOD LUCK
TO BOTH TEAMS!

COUNTRY CORNER CITGO
Three Rivers, MA

GOOD LUCK & PLAY HARD!
Hours of Operation: Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm  

MA State Inspection: Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-4:30pm, Sat. 8am-12pm

105 West St., Ware • 413-277-6258

Jodi Wilson Chartier
36 West Street, Ware

967-8022

Best of Luck!!
Changes Hair Design

Breakfast served all day

Country Home Cookin’

Breakfast

& lunCH
413-324-2986

ROUTE 181, 3092 PALMER ST., PALMER

Open 6am-2pm 7 Days a Week

get together.”
Ware enters this year’s contest with a slim 

48-43-5 edge in the overall series, which began in 
1925. The Indians have won the last six meetings 
and nine of the past ten games. The Indians cele-
brated a 21-0 victory at Legion Field a year ago. 

One of the things that Marciniec enjoys doing 
each year is talking with his players about the his-
tory of the rivalry game.    

“It’s always nice to teach the players about the 
history of the Palmer-Ware rivalry football game,” 
he said. “I try to tell my players how special the 
game is. It’s something that they’ll be talking 
about for many years. I also like to have some of 
my former football players talk with the current 
players about the game. We always try our best to 
win every game that we play against Ware.”

After the first six games of the 2023 regular 
season, the Panthers have a 1-5 overall record, 
while the Indians are a perfect 6-0. 

Palmer defeated Mahar Regional, 6-0 in over-
time on September 30. 

“We’ve been struggling this year, but we did 
do all of the little things in the Mahar game” Mar-
ciniec said. “We played very well on defense, and 
we capitalized on their mistakes. We also moved 
the ball offensively.”   

The Panthers got the ball first in overtime and 
sophomore quarterback Matt Santos scored a rush-
ing touchdown on third down. 

“After Matt scored a touchdown, the defense 
was able to shut them down, which was nice to 
see” Marciniec said. “(senior) Osvaldo Nieves Jr., 

and (junior) Guillermo Rodriguez combined to 
make a tackle on fourth down. Everyone was very 
excited followng that game.”     

The Panthers will need to continue doing 
all of the little things in order to end their losing 
streak against the Indians.

“We just need to focus on doing the little 
things which will hopefully help us win the game,” 
Marciniec said. “Whether it’s lining up correctly 
or knowing the snap count.”       

The other seniors listed on the Palmer football 
roster are Andrew Menard, Tanner Kirk, Karter 
Benoit, Andrew Haley Jr., and Tim Peiwhiet. 

Santos was also the starting QB in last year’s 
game against Ware. 

“Matt has improved a lot this year,” Marciniec 
said. “He’s the type of kid who watches a lot of 
film and he’s always trying to get better.”

Sophomore Dylan Doherty is a running back.
Menard normally lines up as a wide receiver 

or a tight-end.
A couple of leading defensive players are 

sophomore Hunter White, sophomore Gavin Smo-
la, and Doherty.

There are several players from Monson High 
School listed on the Panthers football roster. 
They’re able to play football as part of a co-op. 

“We usually have five or six players from 
Monson every year,” Marciniec said. “We really 
need those players.”      

The Panthers assistant football coaches are 
Andrew Haley Sr., and Jacob Graveline.

Palmer High School Football – 
2023-2024 Roster
No. Name  Position Grade
3 Dylan Doherty RB/LB 10
5 Matthew Santos QB/DB 10
7 Andrew Menard WR/DB 12
9 Griffin Nawrocki RB/DB 9
10 Tanner Kirk RB/LB 12
12 Hunter White RB/LB 10
21 Dyland Holbrook TE/DB 9
25 Osvaldo Nieves, Jr. WR/DB 12
27 Kodah Laviolette WR/DB 10
30 Chase Lacasse RB/LB 10
40 Landon Couture TE/DE 10
42 Caleb McLarey RB/LB 10
45 Karter Benoit TE/LB 12
52 Brecken Gilman OL/DL 10
55 Gavin Smola OL/DE 10
62 Guillermo Rivera OL/LB 11
63 Julien Valentin OL/DL 11
70 Jared Perry OL/DL 10
71 Andrew Haley OL/DL 12
81 Kody Soynahang WR/DB 11
82 Gustavo Calcano Vega WR/DB 10
86 Tim Peiwhiet WR/DB 12

1925 Palmer 0 Ware 0
1926 Ware 13 Palmer 7
1927 Palmer 13 Ware 7
1928 Palmer 13 Ware 6
1929 Ware 13 Palmer 2
1930 Ware 13 Palmer 6
1931 Palmer 6 Ware 0
1932 Palmer 34 Ware 0
1933 Palmer 32 Ware 0
1934 Palmer 14 Ware 13
1935 Palmer 14 Ware 13
1936 Ware 12 Palmer 6
1937 Palmer 0 Ware 0
1938 Ware 26 Palmer 6
1939 Ware 13 Palmer 0
1940 Ware 6  Palmer 0
1941 Palmer 0 Ware 0
1942 Palmer 39 Ware 0
1943 Palmer 62 Ware 0
1944 No game 
1945 Palmer 15 Ware 0
1946 Palmer 0 Ware 0
1947 Palmer 13 Ware 6
1948 Ware 14 Palmer 7
1949 Palmer 24 Ware 0
1950 Palmer 51 Ware 6
1951 Palmer 25 Ware 14
1952 Palmer 32 Ware 13
1953 Palmer 32 Ware 13
1954 Palmer 34 Ware 13
1955 Palmer 6 Ware 0
1956 Palmer 13 Ware 6
1957 Ware 54 Palmer 13
1958 Ware 10 Palmer 0

1959 Ware 24 Palmer 14 
(win Guard Trophy)

1960 Palmer 14 Ware 0
1961 Palmer 22 Ware 14
1962 Palmer 14 Ware 0
1963 Palmer 28 Ware 14
1964 Palmer 28 Ware 6
1965 Palmer 28 Ware 0
1966 Palmer 34 Ware 6
1967 Palmer 13 Ware 6
1968  Ware 18 Palmer 6

                (snowstorm moved game 
to Nov. 23)

1969 Palmer 42 Ware 6
1970 Ware 12 Palmer 6
1971 Ware 6  Palmer 2
1972 Palmer 26 Ware 9
1973 Palmer 14 Ware 12
1974 Ware 14 Palmer 6
1975 Ware 18 Palmer 6
1976 Palmer 8 Ware 0
1977 Ware 20 Palmer 0
1978 Palmer 6 Ware 0
1979 Ware 38 Palmer 12
1980 Ware 21 Palmer 0
1981 Ware 27 Palmer 0
1982 Palmer 12 Ware 6
1983 Ware 10 Palmer 6
1984 Ware 7  Palmer 0
1985 Palmer 26 Ware 6
1986 Palmer 34 Ware 14
1987 Palmer 16 Ware 0
1988 Palmer 14 Ware 12
1989 Ware 21 Palmer 7
1990 Ware 28 Palmer 6

1991 Ware 14 Palmer 14
1992 Ware 46 Palmer 0
1993 Ware 34 Palmer 27
1994 Ware 14 Palmer 7
1995 Ware 8  Palmer 6
1996 Palmer 21 Ware 12
1997 Ware 28 Palmer 6
1998 Ware 30 Palmer 0
1999 Ware 42 Palmer 0
2000 Ware 34 Palmer 0
2001 Ware 28 Palmer 0
2002 Ware 20 Palmer 6
2003 Ware 20 Palmer 14
2004 Ware 43 Palmer 6
2005 Palmer 12 Ware 0
2006 Ware 8  Palmer 6
2007 Palmer 26 Ware 6
2008 Palmer 33 Ware 0
2009 Ware 16 Palmer 6
2010 Palmer 33 Ware 0
2011 Palmer 21 Ware 0
2012 Ware 29 Palmer 20
2013 Ware 20 Palmer 0
2014 Ware 14 Palmer 0
2015 Palmer 14 Ware 6
2016 Ware 26 Palmer 6
2017 Ware 41 Palmer 6
2018 Ware 19 Palmer 6
2019 Ware 34 Palmer 28
2020 No game played – 

COVID-19 pandemic
2021 Ware 42 Palmer 21
2022 Ware 21 Palmer 0
2023 at Ware

Palmer vs. Ware - Past results
With their 2022 win, their eighth in the last nine years, Ware leads all-time series 48-43-5.

PALMER  ❙  from page 11

Palmer Football (1-5)
Week 1 – Saturday, Sept. 9 – Pathfinder 33, Palmer 6
Week 2 – Friday, Sept. 15 – Quaboag 34, Palmer 0
Week 3 – Friday, Sept. 22 – Easthampton 56, Palmer 8
Week 4 – Saturday, Sept. 30 – Palmer 6, Mahar 0
Week 5 – Friday, Oct. 6 – Franklin Tech 44, Palmer 0
Week 6 – Friday, Oct. 13 – Athol 27, Palmer 0
Week 7 – Thursday, Oct. 19 – vs. Greenfield 6 p.m.
Week 8 – Saturday, Oct. 28 – at Ware 1 p.m.
Week 9 – Nov. 3/4 – TBD
Week 10 – Nov. 10/11 – TBD
Thanksgiving – Thursday, Nov. 23 – vs. Ludlow 10 a.m. 
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MB’s Tastes Of The Sea  
2052 Main St. Three Rivers, MA 

(413) 289-6248 

New Menu & Specials

MB’s Tastes Of The Sea
2052 Main St., Three Rivers, MA • 413.289.6248
OPEN Wed.-Fri. 4pm-9pm; Sat. 1pm-9pm

Good Luck
to Both 

Teams

Good luck players!Good luck players!
Let’s have a game Let’s have a game 

to remember.to remember.

MEMBER FDIC
MEMBER DIF

www.monsonsavings.bank

Good luck at the Big Game

1508 N. Main St., Palmer, MA • (413) 283-7300 

NAT FALK
64 Main St., Ware • 967-6721

Open Sundays 12-5 & Mondays 9-5 til Christmas,
Tues. 10-5:30, Wed. 10-6, Thurs. & Fri. 9-7, Sat. 9-4

BIG & TALLS
FREE ALTERATIONS

JIM’S FORMALWARE SUPPLIER
BOY SCOUT SUPPLIER*

*Some Restrictions Apply

Best of Luck to Everyone!

www.nescoautobody.com

• Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available 

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTOBODY CENTER

Your Safety is Our Top Priority RS #1688

283-640391 State St.,Bondsville, MA

Go for the Goal!

• Collision Specialists

We Handle ALL Insurance Claims

   

OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon.-Thurs. 11 am - 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 11 am - 10 pm • Sun. 11 am - 9 pm

CHECK OUT OUR MENU!
ASK ABOUT DELIVERY!

1620 North Main Street, 
Palmer, MA  01069

413 283-5555
Fax 413-283-5558

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

www.penningtonpaintingco.net
Dustin Pennington

413-813-7328

GOOD LUCK!
Shout Out To The 
Ware Golf Team!!!

Plumbing, Heating
and Air Conditioning
Service

1 East Main St., Ware, MA 01082
Office: 413-967-3544
E-mail: info@pvehvac.com pvehvac.com

Congratulations to the
Class of 2019!

Plumbing, Heating
and Air Conditioning
Service

1 East Main St., Ware, MA 01082
Office: 413-967-3544
E-mail: info@pvehvac.com pvehvac.com

Congratulations to the
Class of 2019!GOOD LUCK!

10 Maple Street • Ware, MA 01082
(413) 967-6281
www.quabbin.com

Good Luck 
players!!

Quaboag Valley Community
Development Corporation
and Business Assistance Corporation

●  SMALL BUSINESS LOANS
●  BUSINESS TRAINING/PLANNING
●  BUSINESS CONSULTING
●  COMPUTER TRAINING CLASSES
      Microsoft Office Products - Quick Books

For more information call
(413) 967-3001

QVCDC.org  •  Fax 413-967-3008

23 West Main Street Ware, MA 01082
The Quaboag Valley CDC is an equal opportunity employer, lender and provider.

SMALL BUSINESS LOANS
BUSINESS CONSULTING

COMPUTER TRAINING CLASSES
Microsoft Office Products - Quickbooks

Quaboag Valley Community
Development Corporation
and Business Assistance Corporation

●  SMALL BUSINESS LOANS
●  BUSINESS TRAINING/PLANNING
●  BUSINESS CONSULTING
●  COMPUTER TRAINING CLASSES
      Microsoft Office Products - Quick Books

For more information call
(413) 967-3001

QVCDC.org  •  Fax 413-967-3008

23 West Main Street Ware, MA 01082
The Quaboag Valley CDC is an equal opportunity employer, lender and provider.

For more information call 413.967.3001
QVCDC.org  •  Fax: 413.967.3008

23 West Main Street, Ware, MA 01082

GO WARE INDIANS
Special Wishes to the Seniors,

Especially #55, Noah Fales

Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters
Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing

Snow Removal • Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

PLAY HARD!

Celebrating 83 Years!Celebrating 83 Years!

Rondeau’sRondeau’s
DAIRY BARDAIRY BAR

Ware Road, Rte. 32, Palmer

First Opened May 1940

HOMEMADE ICE CREAM
The BestThe Best

in the Areain the Area
57 FLAVORS57 FLAVORSFamous 

for our

Last Day of The Season Closing October 29th

702 River St., Palmer, MA
413-289-2360 • russolakeside.com

Mon.-Thurs. 11:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.;
Fri. & Sat. 11:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.; Sun. 12 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Best Steakhouse &
Seafood right in town!

Come in for our specials

Good luck to #2In Memory of #5
Good Luck To Both Teams!

95 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082
413-277-0364  |  dioguardijewelers.com

past ten games. The Indians celebrated a 21-0 victory at 
Legion Field a year ago. 

Just like Shamgochain, Ware football coach Mike 
Fazio, who graduated from David Prouty, hasn’t been a 
part of the rivalry game for very long. 

“I haven’t lost to Palmer in the five years that I’ve 
been the Ware football coach. I’m hoping that the trend 
continues this year,” Fazio said. “All of the kids know each 
other and it’s a very important game for the members of 
both teams. In order for us to have a successful season, we 
need to beat Palmer. One of our goals is to keep the trophy 
in Ware. I just love coaching this team.”

The Indians (6-0) will be the favorites heading into 
this year’s contest against the Panthers (1-5). 

“Because we’ve been successful against them in the 
past, it doesn’t mean we’ll be successful in this year’s 
game,” Fazio said. “We just need to continue playing well 
in that game.” 

The seniors listed on the Ware football roster are Ta-
lan Molina, Kyle Safford, Noah Fales, Dominic Guardino, 
Ayden Young, Kyle Gordon, and Jacob Witt.

“All of the seniors are great kids and they’re also the 
mentors of our program, which is very important,” Fazio 
said. “This is their final high school football game against 
Palmer, and they want to keep the winning tradition go-
ing.”          

The Indians will probably also need to beat Palmer in 
order to clinch the Intercounty North league title for the 
third consecutive year. They’ll also be trying to clinch a 
spot in the MIAA Division 8 playoffs.

“You basically need to win every game to qualify for 
the state playoffs,” Fazio said. “It’s a true state playoff sys-
tem and our ultimate goal is to play in the Division 8 Super 
Bowl game at Gillette Stadium.”   

Molina and Safford are the Indians two leading run-
ning backs this season. 

“Both of them are seniors and they’ve put a lot of 
time in the weight room during the offseason,” Fazio said. 
“They wouldn’t be successful without the line blocking for 
them.” 

The members of the Indians offensive line are junior 
Nate Harmon, junior Ben Paro, junior Alex Orszulak, 
Fales, and Gordon,    

The Indians first-year starting QB is Brady Dyer, who 
replaced Jack Autcher. 

“Brady has done a really good job so far this season,” 
Fazio said. “He has grown a lot since the first game of the 
season. He also has a lot more confidence.” 

Several other skill position players are junior wide 
receiver Gavin Sawabi, sophomore running back Jadrien 
Berthiaume, and junior tight-end Ben Torres. 

The Ware defense has posted four shutouts. They did 
allow 27 points in a one point win at Narragansett on Sep-
tember 15. Athol also scored 13 points against Ware, but 
six of them came on an interception return for a touch-
down. 

The leaders of the Indians defensive unit are Safford, 
Harmon, Gordon, and Fales. 

“The defense has done a great job this year,” said 
Fazio, who calls the defensive plays. “We’ve been able to 
post a couple of shutouts.”  

The Indians assistant coaches are Nick Vantangoli, 
and Scott Slattery, who has been involved in the Palm-
er-Ware rivalry football game for almost his entire life.   

Ware High School Football – 
2023-2024 Roster
No. Name Position Grade
1 Dalton Marquis RB/DB 9
2 Gavin Sawabi RB/DB 11
3 Jayden Kern WR/DB 11
4 Thomas Richter WR/LB 11
5 Talan Molina RB/LB 12
6 Brady Dyer QB/DB 11
7 Troy Dufresne WR/DB 10
8 Kyle Safford RB/LB 12
9 Jadrien Berthiaume RB/DB 10
10 Troy Jurczyk QB/DB 9
11 Brayden Compton WR/DB 10
13 Sean Bernier WR/DB 10
14 Zachary Safford WR/DB 8
15 Jacob McNamee WR/DB 9
17 Julius Marquis WR/DB 8
21 Nathan Luxon OL/LB 11
22 Mekhai Johnson WR/DB 9
25 Samuel Torres RB/LB 9
44 Zachary Scott WR/DB 11
50 Benjamin Paro  OL/DL 11
54 Matthew Gambino OL/DL 11
55 Noah Fales OL/LB 12
56 Dominic Guardino OL/DL 12
60 Ethan Corder OL/LD 10
63 Dominic Montalban OL/LB 11
64 Enrique Burton OL/DL 9
66 Kyle Gordon OL/DL 12
68 Jayden Diaz OL/DL 9
71 Jacoby Heredia OL/DL 10
72 Cam Grushey OL/DL 9
73 Jacob Witt OL/DL 12
74 Nathan Harmon OL/DL 11
75 Hunter Briand OL/DL 9
76 Marek Luongo OL/DL 10
83 Benjamin Torres OL/DL 11
84 Alex Orszulak TE/LB 10

Ware Football (6-0)
Week 1 – Friday, Sept. 8 – Ware 20, Easthampton 0
Week 2 – Friday, Sept. 15 – Ware 28, Narragansett 27
Week 3 – Friday, Sept. 22 – Ware 21, Drury 0
Week 4 – Friday, Sept. 29 – Ware 18, Greenfield 0
Week 5 – Friday, Oct. 6 – Ware 34, Athol 13
Week 6 – Friday, Oct. 13 – Ware 35, Mahar 0
Week 7 – Friday, Oct. 20 – at Franklin Tech 7 p.m.
Week 8 – Saturday, Oct. 28 – vs. Palmer 1 p.m.
Week 9 – Nov. 3/4 – TBD
Week 10 – Nov. 10/11 – TBD
Thanksgiving – Wednesday, Nov. 22 –
           at Quaboag 6 p.m.

WARE  ❙  from page 11

GRAND RE-OPENING
Saturday November 4; 11 AM – 2 PM

139 West St., Ware, MA

GRAND RE-OPENING
Saturday November 4; 11 AM – 2 PM

139 West St., Ware, MA
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

THORNDIKE—During the 
first five weeks of the high school 
football season, Pathfinder Tech 
senior William Burke was a cor-
nerback. 

Burke saw his first action at 
the running back position against 
Tri-County League rival Drury 
last Friday night. 

Burke scored the first rush-
ing touchdown of his varsity ca-
reer late in the fourth quarter. It 
turned out to be the difference 
maker, as the Pioneers pulled out 
an exciting 26-18 victory over the 
Blue Devils at St Joesph’s Park.   

“When I scored my first 
touchdown of the season, it was 
just an amazing feeling,” said 
Burke, who rushed for a total of 
73 yards on 10 carries in the home 
game. “I was a tight-end last year, 
but this was the first time that I’ve 
been a running back.”       

Pathfinder head coach Bill 
Darling is very glad that he and 
his coaching staff decided to 
move Burke to running back. 

“Most of our running backs 
are either freshmen or sopho-
mores. We just needed to make a 
change at that position,” Darling 
said. “Billy is a solid football 
player and he’s a very hard work-
er. I just thought it was awesome 
when he scored that touchdown 
late in the fourth quarter.”  

Burke also scored a touch-
down in a varsity football game 
a year ago.

“I did catch a touchdown 
pass against Ware last year,” 
said Burke, who’s going to be a 
member of the Pioneers wres-
tling team this winter. “Scoring a 

touchdown in tonight’s game was 
a much better feeling because I 
just love being a running back.”  

The home victory evened the 
Pioneers overall record at 3-3 and 
they have a 2-1 league record. 
They’re also 2-0 at home and are 
in a four-way tie for first place in 
the league standings. 

Drury (1-5,1-2), who cap-
tured the Tri-County League title 
a year ago, tied the score at 18-18 
with 7:44 remaining in the fourth 
quarter. The Pioneers defense 
made a stop on the two-point 
conversion play, which would’ve 
given the visitors from North Ad-
ams a two-point lead.   

Following a 23-yard kick-
off return by sophomore Dus-
tyn Cook, the Pioneers offense, 
which is led by senior quarter-
back Hunter Griswold, set-up 
shop at their own 40-yard line.

After gaining just six yards 
on the first three plays of the se-
ries, Griswold kept the drive alive 
by completing a nine-yard pass to 
sophomore wide receiver Jarett 
Skowyra on fourth down. 

“Hunter is an outstanding 
athlete, and he’s also a great 
kid,” Darling said. “We have a 
lot of confidence in him to com-
plete that pass to Jarett on fourth 
down. It was a pivotal play of that 
drive.”   

Griswold also completed a 
17-yard pass to senior wide re-
ceiver Ethan Nompleggi-Hawk 
and a four-yard pass to senior 
tight-end Jacob Longo, which 
moved the ball down to the Blue 
Devils 33. 

Then Griswold called his 
own number and rushed for ten 
yards, which set the stage for 
Burke, who scored on a 19-yard 

power run up the middle with 
3:23 left on the scoreboard clock.

Griswold completed a touch-
down pass to Longo on the con-
version play giving the home 
team an eight-point lead.

The Blue Devils offense did 
move the ball down 
to the Pioneers 20-
yard line with the 
help of a 25-yard 
reception by junior 
Cole Wetherell, but 
freshman Nicholas 
Pfister made the Pi-

oneers fourth fum-
ble recovery of the 
game on the next 
play.

The Pioneers 
picked up a first 
down on their final 
offensive series be-
fore Griswold took 
a knee on the last 
two plays of the 
game. 

Things didn’t 
start out very well 
for Pathfinder 
Tech, as the Drury 
offense marched 
down the field 
during the opening 
series. The Blue 
Devils took a 6-0 
lead five minutes 
into the first quarter 
following a short 
TD run by senior 
Hunter Marceau.

P a t h f i n d e r 
Tech answered 
with an eight-
play scoring drive, 
which was capped 
off with a four-yard 
dash into the end-
zone by Griswold. 

A pass attempt on the two-point 
conversion try was incomplete in 
the endzone.    

On the ensuing kickoff, se-
nior Orion Flowers recovered a 
fumble, which gave the Pioneers 
the ball back at the Blue Devils 
18.

The home team took the lead 
for the first time two plays later 
when Griswold hooked up with 
Skowyra for a 13-yard TD recep-
tion. The extra point attempt was 
blocked.

The Pioneers defensive unit 

took over the spotlight during the 
second quarter. Junior Landyn 
Russo, and sophomore Francis 
Meade both recovered fumbles, 
which prevented Drury from 
scoring the go-ahead touchdown.

Holding a slim six-point 
halftime advantage, the Pioneers 
took an 18-6 lead when Griswold 
sprinted 38 yards down the side-
line for a touchdown with 8:41 
left in the third quarter. Griswold 
broke away from a couple of 
tacklers along the way.

“They were trying to tackle 
me, but I just kept running on that 
touchdown run,” Griswold said. 
“I was very happy when I finally 
reached the end zone. This was a 
fun back and forth game.”    

Drury answered right back 
with a 47-yard TD reception by 
senior wide receiver Dante Dil-
lard in the middle of the third 
quarter. Dillard also caught an-
other touchdown pass in the 
fourth quarter before Burke be-
came the hero of the game.

The Pioneers will be making 
a trip to North Adams to face Mc-
Cann Tech on Friday night before 
wrapping up the regular season 
with a home game against Smith 
Vocational on October 27.  

acebook.com/turleysports@turleysports www.turleysports.com

Athlete of the Week

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

More companies,
more choices,

BETTER RATES!

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

www.moultoninsurance.com 
413-967-3327

CLUES ACROSS
  1. A device to disen-

gage without a key
  5. Subdivision
  8. Network of nerves
12. Lounge chair
14. Ocean
15. C. European river
16. Bowl-shaped cavity
18. __ Caesar, come-

dian
19. Lyric poems
20. Tia’s sister
21. A way to develop
22. Cows collectively
23. Areas close by
26. Slightly disreputable
30. Made a mistake
31. One who cites
32. Food stall: __ pai 

dong
33. Narrow valley 

between hills
34. Members of people 

living mainly in the 
Congo

39. More (Spanish)
42. Classroom imple-

ments
44. Cognizant of
46. One who tells on 

others
47. Free from slavery
49. Thick piece of 

something
50. Containing two 

nitrogen atoms 
between carbon 
atoms

51. Removed entirely
56. Late rocker Turner
57. Appreciated
58. Observation expe-

dition
59. Opposite of sub-

tracts
60. Unit of work
61. Wreckage on the 

sea bed
62. Affirmative! (slang)
63. Witness
64. River in England

CLUES DOWN
  1. A dissenting clique
  2. Japanese city
  3. Spiritual leader
  4. Second letter of 

Greek alphabet
  5. Musical term
  6. Ruled over
  7. Fortified wine
  8. First year player
  9. Moved in a circu-

lar way
10. Adolescents
11. Scottish or Irish 

Gaelic language
13. Someone who 

serves in the 
armed forces

17. Bring up
24. Factual written 

account (abbr.)
25. Having three sides
26. Annoy
27. Hustle
28. American WW2 

leader

29. Stale atmosphere
35. US Treasury
36. Sound unit
37. They __
38. Soviet Socialist 

Republic
40. Places to play 

video games
41. Medical event
42. When you hope to 

arrive
43. Fixed prices
44. Popular Boston 

song
45. Valley in Indiana 

and Illinois
47. Omit when 

speaking
48. German explorer 

of the Congo 
Basin

49. Stick around
52. From a distance
53. Heroic tale
54. Amounts of time
55. Eat

William Burke
Pathfinder

The converted running back 
scored his first varsity touch-
down for Pathfinder in their win 
over Drury last Friday night.
To nominate someone for Athlete 
of the Week, contact Managing 
Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli at 
413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send an 
e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com.

The Pathfinder defensive line attacks.
Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Jarett Skowyra starts a return for the Pioneers.

Burke leads way for Pathfinder football

William Burke powers through the middle.

Dylan Cominoli gets a first down with a short run.

Hunter Griswold scrambles around looking for a receiver.

Lynzie Bailey tries to get 
around a defender.

Avery Beaudoin makes a play on defense.

Ciara Monaghan 
is pressured near 

midfield.

Mustangs remain undefeated
MONSON – Last week, Monson 

girls soccer tacked on two more wins as 
they defeated Southwick and Amherst. 
The Mustangs have already qualified 
for the Division 5 state tournament with 

a 12-0-1 record and are likely to gain 
the top seed in the sectional tournament 
as well. The Mustangs have a pair of 
games remaining against Northampton 
before the regular season ends.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Chelsea Hull 
passes the ball 
away.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE—Because the 
JV girls soccer match between 
Palmer and Chicopee was can-
celed, it gave Celso Sandoval, 
who’s the Lady Panthers head 
coach, an opportunity to play his 
younger players in the varsity 
game.

With the Lady Panthers hold-
ing a 7-1 lead at halftime, seven 
reserve players were on the field 
at the start of the second half.

Chicopee managed to slice 
the deficit to 8-4 with a little 
more than 10 minutes remaining 
in regulation. It forced Sandoval 
to put his starters back into the 
game. 

The Lady Panthers added 
three more goals and posted an 
11-4 victory in a Central Division 
contest held at historic Szot Park, 
last Thursday afternoon. 

“We didn’t have a JV game 
today, so I decided to play our 
younger players in the varsity 
game. I thought this would be a 
very good learning experience for 
them,” Sandoval said. “Once the 
score got to 8-4, I wanted to see 
how my starters would react to 
going back into the game. I was 
going to put them back into the 
game at some point during the 
second half. My main goal is to 
continue to build this program.”

The road victory snapped 

Palmer’s four game losing streak 
and it also evened their overall re-
cord at 6-6-1. 

“Anytime that you can get 
into the W column, it’s a plus,” 
Sandoval said. “Hopefully, this 
win will give us some momen-
tum heading into our next game 
against Monson.” 

The Lady Panthers, who 
were scheduled to host the Lady 
Mustangs at historic Legion Field 
on Monday, posted an 11-1 vic-
tory over the Lady Pacers (0-11) 
in their first meeting, which was 
also held at Legion Field on Sep-
tember 20.

“They took a 1-0 lead against 
us in the first meeting of the sea-
son,” Sandoval said. “We were 
able to respond very quickly af-
ter that. Chicopee is also a very 
young team.”   

Chicopee graduated 14 play-
ers a year ago and Gabby Hicks is 
the Lady Pacers first-year varsity 
coach. 

“We’re a brand-new time this 
year,” Hicks said. “We only have 
five seniors this year, so the fu-
ture does look bright. We might 
not have won a game yet, but 
the players have developed their 
skills a lot since the start of the 
season. We scored a season-high 
four goals in today’s game and 
I’m very proud of the effort of 
my players.”    

Palmer sophomore Charlotte 
Theriault, who recently recorded 

her 100th career point, added five 
more points to her totals against 
Chicopee. She posted her third 
consecutive hat-trick and eighth 
overall this season. She also had 
a pair of assists.

“Charlotte is a team-oriented 
soccer player, and she leaves it all 
on the field,” Sandoval said. “It’s 
very exciting watching her per-
form on the field.” 

Theriault assisted on the 
Lady Panthers first goal of the 
match, which was scored by 
sophomore Loretta Petrashewicz.

Palmer’s next two goals were 
scored by Theriault, who entered 
this week’s action with a total of 
38 goals. She has scored a total of 
77 goals since joining the varsity 
soccer team as an eighth grader. 

Theriault’s first two goals in 
the Chicopee game were assisted 
by senior’s Grace Burke and Fal-
lon Lynch.   

During the 24th minute, 
Palmer built a 4-0 lead when 
senior Jordan Bigda fired a shot 
into the left corner of the net past 
Chicopee junior goalkeeper Joc-
elyn Coira (7 saves). The assist 
was given to junior Ava Przyby-
cien.

The home team broke the 
ice following a goal by freshman 
Cassidy Pytel, which was her first 
goal of the season. Senior Avery 
Placzek was credited with the as-
sist. 

The Lady Panthers final 

three goals of the first half were 
scored by Petrashewicz, junior 
Gianna Perry, and junior Jayda 
Pardo.

Less than a minute into the 
second half, a free kick taken by 
Placzek deflected into the net off 
the hands of Palmer junior goalie 
Aubrey Boucher (5 saves) mak-
ing the score 7-2.

In the 54th minute, Palmer 
was given a penalty kick by the 
referee following a handball in 
the box. Przybycien stepped up to 
the line and fired a shot into the 
back of the net pushing the Lady 
Panthers lead back up to six goals 
again. 

Chicopee continued to battle 
back with a pair of goals from 
eighth grader Sophia Moreira, 
and Placzek.

It was Moreira’s first career 
varsity goal.

“This is Sophia’s first year 
playing soccer and it was fun 
watching her score a goal for the 
first time,” Hicks said. “She’s a 
very hard worker.” 

At that point, Sandoval de-
cided to call a time-out to put his 
starters back into the game. 

A breakaway goal by Theri-
ault in the 68th minute gave Palm-
er a 9-4 advantage. 

Palmer’s final two goals of 
the match were scored by seventh 
grader Evelynn Ladue, which 
was her first varsity goal, and 
Baer.  

Loretta Petrashewicz makes a pass to her left. Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Goalie Aubrey Boucher sends the free kick away.

Addyson Petrashewicz fights for the ball. Ava Swist heads up the field with the ball.

Panthers win slugfest over Pacers

Palmer field hockey has 
tough week

HOLYOKE – Last 
week, the Palmer field 
hockey team suffered a 
pair of losses, suffering 
a 5-0 defeat at Holyoke, 
along with a 3-0 defeat 
against Hampshire. With 
the losses and a score-
less tie with Amherst, the 
Panthers are 0-8-1 for the 
regular season, but the 
Panthers also have yet to 
score a goal this season. 
The Panthers hope to 
change that with a match-
up at Franklin Tech on 
Oct. 19 at 4 p.m.

Camden Kimball gets the ball near the circle

Brooke Swistak 
and Kaedy 

Gelinas fight to 
take the ball.

Cyress Lachine makes a play.

Ellie Gelinas goes low to try and block an opponent’s progress.

Hannah Roy tries to get 
around an opponent.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

CHICOPEE – Last 
Tuesday night, Monson 
boys soccer suffered a 
shutout 7-0 at Chicopee 
High School. The Mus-
tangs would follow with 
a loss against Chicopee 
Comprehensive 3-2, then 
rebounded with a win last 
Saturday morning against 
Southwick Regional 5-0. 
The Mustangs are now 
4-8-1 on the season.

Mustangs suffer shutout

Jake Beaupre tries to keep the momentum going 
forward.

Austin Meacham tries to head off a Chicopee forward.

Goalie Kyle Beaudry 
makes a diving save 

attempt.

Ethan Thurston 
makes a pass 
back.

Turley photos
by Gregory A. Scibelli

Brennan 
Peterson 
makes a pass.

Austin Meacham 
converges with 
an opponent for 

the ball.
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DEATH NOTICES

OBITUARIES

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. This 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news staff that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

The editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

The successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

This full-time position with flexible schedule is 
based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a staff writer and 
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write 
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven 
   environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience 
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper

SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield 
Thunderbirds (1-1-0-0) overcame a sub-
par second period and battled their way 
to a 4-3 win over the Providence Bruins 
(0-1-0-1) on Sunday afternoon inside the 
MassMutual Center.

Vadim Zherenko got the nod in net 
for Springfield and picked up the win, 
stopping 38 shots on the afternoon. On 
the other end, Brandon Bussi got the 
start for Providence in the net, making 
20 saves on 24 T-Birds attempts. 

After a flurry of chances in the Prov-
idence zone about halfway through the 
first period, captain Matthew Peca got the 
T-Birds on the board first as he knocked 
a rebound home at the 7:48 mark. On a 
seemingly harmless play, Wyatt Kalynuk 
wristed a point shot toward Bussi, who 
appeared like he would squeeze it in the 
glove to get a whistle. Instead, the puck 
popped out of his trapper, and Spring-
field kept the puck in the zone the next 
half minute, culminating in the goal by 
Peca, which came as a sixth attacker was 
jumping on the ice following a delayed 
Providence penalty.

Peca’s first goal of the season would 
be the only tally of the period, as the 
T-Birds marched back to their dressing 
room with a 1-0 lead. Nathan Walker 
picked up a point for a second straight 
day, getting credit for the primary help-
er, while Dylan Coghlan accrued his first 
point as a T-Bird with the secondary as-
sist.

Providence had a golden opportuni-
ty to score five minutes into the second 
frame when Vincent Arseneau took ad-
vantage of a turnover and found team-
mate Joey Abate in the slot, but Abate’s 
shot nailed the post and the score re-
mained 1-0. 

The T-Birds had a golden opportuni-
ty of their own to capitalize on with 7:28 
to go in the second after Zachary Bolduc 
intercepted an errant pass, but Bolduc 
just missed on the glove side of Bussi as 

the shot sailed over the crossbar. 
John Farinacci finally got the P-Bru-

ins on the board, hammering home a re-
bound past Zherenko on the power play, 
tying the game up at one apiece. 

With just over a minute to play in 
the second, after an unforced giveaway 
in the defensive end by Springfield, 
the Bruins took advantage as Farinacci 
found Luke Toporowski for a one-timer 
in the slot, giving the P-Bruins a 2-1 lead 
going into the dressing room. 

It didn’t take long for the T-Birds to 
get even in the third, as Walker recorded 
his second goal of the season just nine 
seconds into the period to open up the 
scoring, with Adam Gaudette and Calle 
Rosen getting credit with the assists. 

Just 4:19 later,  Bolduc joined the 
scoring party on a 2-on-1 rush as he ri-
fled home a shot past Bussi on the block-
er side. The first-round pick’s first career 
pro goal made it a 3-2 game.

Providence did not go away quietly 
though, as Marc McLaughlin tipped in a 
Reilly Walsh point shot on a Bruins pow-
er play at the 13:21 mark, bringing the 
game to a 3-3 tie. 

In need of another response, and 
with another delayed penalty situation, 
the top line delivered in the clutch. Find-
ing a quiet area in the slot area, Gaudette 
snapped a perfect shot under the crossbar 
and recorded his first of the year and sec-
ond point on the day, making it 4-3  with 
just 4:52 to go in the third. 

Despite pulling their goalie and sev-
eral dangerous scoring chances, Prov-
idence could not tie the score and the 
T-Birds escaped with their first victory 
of the year in thrilling fashion.

The T-Birds return to the Mass-
Mutual Center on Friday to complete 
their season-opening three-game home-
stand as they take on the Lehigh Valley 
Phantoms, with puck drop set for 7:05 
p.m. at the Thunderdome. 

AUBURN, ME  – The  Worces-
ter Railers HC  (0-1-0-0, 0pts) fell to 
the  Maine Mariners  (1-0-0-0, 2pts), 
on Friday night by the final score of 
4-2 at Norway Savings Bank Arena. 
The Railers are at the Fidelity Bank 
Worcester Ice Center against the Maine 
Mariners on Saturday, October 14th at 
7:05 p.m. EST. 

Maine started the game with two 
quick goals in the first from Ethan 
Keppen (2-0-2) and Wyllum Deveaux 
(1-0-1) to grab a 2-0 lead through one 
period. Worcester got on the board in 
the second thanks to Zach White’s tip 
in front to make it 2-1. The Railers and 
Mariners traded goals midway through 
the second, as Jimmy Lambert (1-1-
2) for Maine put the Mariners up 3-1 
just before Jake Pivonka (1-0-1) got 
the Railers back to within one. Keppen 
scored the only goal of the third, as 
Maine would go on to beat Worcester 
4-2 on Friday night. 

The Mariners poured on the of-
fense in a hurry to open the first, scor-
ing twice in the first 3:06 of the game. 
Ethan Keppen (1st) finished off a cross-
ice passing sequence from Tyler Dre-
vitch   to beat Tikkanen far-side and 
make it 1-0 Mariners. Wyllum Deveaux 
similarly capped off an up-ice rush with 
a backdoor tap-in past Tikkanen off a 
feed from Reid Stefanson (1st) to make 
it 2-0 Mariners. Former Railer Jimmy 
Lambert was in the lineup for the Mari-
ners and managed to record the second-
ary assist on Deveaux’s goal. Shots in 

the first favored Worcester 14-6.  
Zach White (1st) got Worcester 

on the board early in the second with 
his first as a Railer. John Copeland un-
leashed a shoulder-high shot from the 
point that White redirected past Starrett 
to make it 2-1 Maine. Lambert (1st) re-
corded his second point of the night as 
he beat Tikkanen with 8:01 to go in the 
second, and put Maine back up by two, 
3-1. Just 19 seconds later, Jake Pivonka 
(1st) got Worcester back to within one 
off assists from Riley Piercey and Ash-
ton Calder. The second period came 
to an end at 3-2, with Worcester con-
tinuing to outshoot the Mariners 12-11. 
The Railers led in shots through two at 
26-17.  

Intensity & physicality escalated 
midway through the third period. Mike 
Higgins and Cole Dubinsky dropped 
the gloves in response to a check on 
Worcester’s Artyom Kulakov, which 
left him slow to get up. Maine scored 
first in the third when Ethan Keppen 
(2nd) found the puck alone far side off 
a feed from Stefanson to beat Tikkanen 
and make it 4-2. Worcester went on the 
power play late in the game with 1:46 
remaining as Connor Doherty was sent 
to the box two minutes for roughing. 
Kulakov then dropped the gloves with 
Doherty, with both players ejected for 
the rest of the game after the fight. Nei-
ther team would score to wrap up the 
third, as the Railers fell 4-2 to Maine to 
open the preseason.  

T-Birds rebound to beat 
Bruins in third period

Railers fall to Mariners in opener

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Thursday Night Mixed League

PALMER – The Thursday Night 
Mixed League met for another night of 
league bowling. 

The matches for the night featured 
Team Three against Team Two, Team 
One against Team Six, and Team Four 
versus Team Five. A close match was 
between Team Three and Team Two on 
lanes two and three. 

In game one, Team Three was vic-
torious over Team Two by a score of 
425-405.

Jesse Danek of Team Three started 
off strong with a 109 first game. Danny 
Fennyery of Team Two started strong 
as well with a 108. 

In game two, Team Three bowled 
in a close game, but still came out vic-
torious over Team Two by a score of 
399-392. 

In the third and final game, Team 
Two rebounded and won by a score of 
411-394. Fennyery finished strong with 
a 109 final game, putting his individual 
three game series for the night at 312. 

For total pinfall, Team Three man-
aged to win by a final score 1218-1208. 

In another match, Team One faced 
Team Six. In game one, Team One de-
feated Team Six by a score of 406-402. 

In game two, Team One was vic-
torious again by a score of 431-392. In 
game three, Team Six managed to take 
the final game by a score of 400-386. 

For total pinfall, Team One got 
the additional point by a final score of 
1223-1194. 

The next match featured Team 
Four playing against Team Five. 

In game one, Team Five won over 
Team Four by a score of 402-376. In 
game two, Team Five continued being 
dominant as they won the second game 
by a score of 412-398. 

Mike Wadas of Team Five broke 
the century mark with a 102 game. 

In game three, Team Five got the 
sweep by winning the third and final 
game by a score of 414-390. For total 
pinfall, Team Five was victorious by a 
final score of 1228-1164.   

Tuesday Night Commercial
Elks League 

PALMER – Some teams in the 
Tuesday Night Commercial Elks 
League are in pursuit of securing first 
place. Currently, it is a three-way battle 
for first place as the league nears the 
end of the first round of the season. 

On lanes two and three, The 
Champs R Here faced off against Blue 
B’s. In game one, Blue B’s won by a 
score of 386-348. In game two, Blue 
B’s won again by a score of 395-362. 

In game three, The Champs won 
the last game by a score of 384-371. 
Blue B’s took total pinfall by a score 
of 1152-1094.

Life is Good went against Last in 
Line for the night. In game one, Life is 
Good defeated Last in Line in a close 
game of 359-353. 

In game two, Life is Good won by 
a score of 392-324. In game three, Last 
in Line took the last game by a score 
of 347-340. 

For total pinfall, Life is Good won 
by a score of 1091-1024. Paul Cyr of 
Life is Good was well over average his 
first two games by scoring 124 and 118.

Team BK went up against the first 
place team, Compression. In game one, 
BK won a close game by a score of 
379-372. 

Paul Nothe scored 106 in game 
one. Compression was victorious in 
game two by a score of 352-346. 

BK was victorious in game three 
by a score of 387-339. Nothe finished 
strong by scoring 123. 

BK won total pinfall by a score of 
1112-1062. 

Acres bowled against their average 
and took two out of three games. Acres 
won total pinfall against their average 
by a score of 1198-1125.        

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

AGAWAM – The doubles tourna-
ment at Agawam Bowl set a single day 
record to raise money for Candlepins 
for Cancer. 

The tournament itself, based off 
entries already raised $1,000 for the 
charity. Other fundraisers consisted of 
50/50 raffles, direct donations, and the 
purchase of about 20 WOW Shirts. 

Manager Jim Feeley and the staff 
at Agawam Bowl did a fantastic job 
running the tournament. Alongside 
them was Candlepins for Cancer pro-
moter and candlepin bowling broad-
caster, Paul Grant. 

Grant alongside members of Can-
dlepin Bowling Network returned to 
Agawam for another fundraising event 
and to record a great competition fea-
turing bowlers from Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, and Maine. 

The grand total of funds raised on 
Oct. 8 set a single day record for Can-
dlepins for Cancer. 

The previous record was also held 
at Agawam Bowl’s monthly King of 

the Hill tournament back on Jan. 15. 
The amount raised back in January was 
$1,869. 

The doubles tournament surpassed 
that amount setting a new single day 
record. The tournament raised a total of 
$2,784 for the charity. 

The tournament resulted in pay-
ing a total of six teams, including a 
$1,200 first place prize. The finals were 
between the team of Austin Valle and 
Brandon Martins against the team of 
Craig Wester and Chris LaFreniere. 

In a one-game final, the team of 
Valle and Martins won by a score of 
281-234 over Wester and LaFreniere. 
Martins finished strong by scoring a 
127 in the finals. V

alle and Martins split the first-
place prize of $1,200 and Wester and 
LaFreniere split the second place prize 
of $600.

The matches during the tourna-
ment can be viewed on YouTube on the 
channel Candlepin Bowling Network. 

For more information about the 
lanes, visit Agawam Bowl at 359-363 
Walnut St. Extension, go to agawam-
bowl.com or call 413-786-4108. 

 

Candlepin League News

Bowling tournament sets 
new fundraising record

Richard E. Guertin
1940-2023

MONSON — Richard E. Guertin, 83, of 
Monson, a retired vice-pres-
ident of the Massachusetts 
Mutual Life Insurance Co 
in Springfield, MA, passed 
away peacefully on October 
7, 2023 after a short illness. 
He began his career at Mass 
Mutual in the company’s 
mail room, and held several 
executive positions before re-
tiring as an executive officer.

Born in Springfield, he 
was the son of the late Anna A. (Bastien) and Jo-
seph R. Guertin. He was a graduate of Technical 
High School in Springfield and Western New En-
gland College, now Western New England Uni-
versity in Springfield.

He lived several years in Hampden and also 
Monson, MA where he was involved in civic af-
fairs. He served on the board of selectman for 
many years in Monson and for a period of time 
was the Monson Town Moderator. He was also 
a longtime member and treasurer of the Monson 
Arts Council.  For several years he organized the 
Monson Arts Council’s Holiday Craft Fair -Big 
MAC.  He also dedicated much of his time to the 
preservation of the Silver Street Chapel and the 
House of Art.  

 During much of his life, he dedicated himself 
to the study of spiritual matters, and published 
many articles on the subject.   In his younger 
years, he enjoyed camping, fishing and surfing 
and spent a lot of time at the ocean.

His proudest accomplishment was being a fa-
ther of seven. He leaves his sons, Shawn Guertin 
and his wife Lisa, Matthew Guertin, Aidan Guer-
tin and his wife Nadirah and Jordan Guertin; his 
daughters, Tara Guertin and her partner Dwight 
Sturtevant, Christina Guertin and her fiancée, 
Travis Moore and Hannah Guertin and her part-
ner, Devin Finnegan; seven grandchildren, Sam-
uel Guertin, Abbe Guertin, Alex Cantor, Delaney 
Moore, Nasir Guertin, Anisa Guertin and one on 
the way.

Visiting hours were held Wednesday, Octo-
ber 11 from 4-7pm at Lombard Funeral Home 3 
Bridge St. Monson, MA. Burial was held private-
ly. 

In lieu of flowers please consider a memorial 
contribution in Richard’s name to the Silver Street 
Chapel PO Box 20 Monson, MA 01057.

Richard Guertin
Died October 7, 2023
Lombard Funeral Home

www.newspapers.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications

LUDLOW — Sen. Jake Olivei-
ra (Hampden, Hampshire & Worces-
ter District) and Rep. Mike Finn (6th 
Hampden) are determined to make sure 
that tragedies like the death of 14-year-
old autistic teen David Almond don’t 
happen again. 

In 2021, after David Almond died 
from starvation and neglect, his father 
was charged with second-degree murder. 
Then came the 107-page report from the 
Office of the Child Advocate that paint-
ed a bleak picture of David’s suffering 
and the staggering errors made repeat-
edly, day after day, month after month, 
by the multiple state agencies involved 
in his care. 

In direct response to David’s death, 
what Oliveira describes as an “unaccept-
able systemic failure,” he and Finn have 
filed legislation in the Senate and House 
to ensure children are safe while under 
the supervision of the State by expand-
ing protections for children in the state’s 
custody.

In the final week of September, 
Oliveira and Finn provided passionate 
testimony to the Joint Committee on 
Children, Families, and Persons with 
Disabilities, advocating for the commit-
tee to give the bills favorable reviews.

“When children are in the common-
wealth’s care, they must be protected. 
With the tragic death of David Almond, 
we witnessed the systematic failure of 
many of our state agencies up and down 
our state government. From DCF to the 
district attorney’s office through the 
school district. This is why Rep. Finn 
and I have spent the last year or so work-
ing together to file legislation to address 
these failures and challenges within our 
system by strengthening the protections 
available to us to ensure our children are 
safe.”said Oliveira. 

Oliveria went on to highlight the 
four areas of the State’s laws that their 

joint legislation would strengthen. In-
cluding ensuring that the Office of the 
Child Advocate has the tools needed to 
protect children in the commonwealth’s 
care, strengthening the data reporting for 
DCF who need to submit annual reports 
to the Legislature, establishing a bill of 
rights for children and their families in 
foster care systems, and by providing 
educational supports for children. Ol-
iveira stressed the bill would build the 
gaps in communication between DCF, 
the school districts, and state agencies.

During his testimony, Represen-
tative Finn highlighted their thorough 
and deliberate response when drafting 
this legislation. “It took us months to 
go through all of the findings that were 
in the OCA  report. It took us months 
to work with the past administration at 
DCF and the findings of the past admin-
istration. It took us months to understand 
the recommendations of the OCA and to 
make sure that the prior (DCF) adminis-
tration had implemented all those chang-
es. And through all of that, we realized 
there were still some things that needed 
addressing, and that’s what you’ll see in 
this bill.” 

In October 2017, David and his 
three siblings were removed from their 
parent’s custody because of allegations 
of neglect and physical abuse of the chil-
dren, parental substance use, unsanitary 
conditions of the home, medical neglect 
of the children, and excessive absences 
from school. This was the fourth time 
that they were removed from the house 
for the pattern of abuse and neglect. 

OCA could not determine why the 
termination of parental rights was not 
completed, as a termination appeared 
to be the appropriate legal action under 
the circumstances. Oliveira and Finn are 
now prepared to ensure that the over-
sights that contributed to the tragedy 
never happen again.

Legislation to protect children 
in State’s custody introduced
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Town of Monson
LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance M.G. L 
Chapter 40A the Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
will hold a Public Hearing, 
Thursday, October 26, 
2023, at 7:20 P.M. at the 
Monson Town Hall 110 
Main St. Monson, Ma 01057 
on the application of Jesse 
Griswold for a Special 
Permit as required by § 4.1 
and §4.2 of the Monson 
Zoning Bylaws.  The appli-
cant seeks to install a 12ft 
x 24 ft storage shed that is 
located within the Floodplain 
District and Water Supply 
Protection District. The prop-
erty is zoned Rural Village 
and located at 19 Chestnut 
Street, Map 113 and Parcel 
55. A copy of the application 
is on file in the Office of the 
Town Clerk, Zoning Board 
of Appeals and available for 
viewing during regular office 
hours.

Ronald Fussell, 
Vice Chairman

10/12, 10/19/2023

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS

BONDSVILLE FIRE AND 
WATER DISTRICT

OF THE 
TOWN OF PALMER
FISCAL YEAR 2024

Hampden, ss.
Bondsville, Massachusetts

To:   S tephen  Nagy, 
A c t i n g  C l e r k  o f  t h e 
Bondsville Fire and Water 
District of the  Town of 
Palmer:

G R E E T I N G S:
In  the  name of  a l l 

C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f 
Massachusetts,  you are 
hereby required to notify 
and warn all the qualified 
voters of the Bondsville 
Fire and Water District 
of the Town of Palmer to 
meet at  BONDSVILLE 
F I R E  A N D  WAT E R 
DISTRICT COMPLEX in 
the Village of Bondsville, on 
TUESDAY, the 7TH day of 
NOVEMBER 2023, at six 
o’clock in the evening, to act 
on the following articles.

Article 1. To choose a 
Moderator to preside at this 
meeting.

Article 2.  To see if the 
District will vote to transfer 
any sums of money from cer-
tified free cash to reduce the 
Fiscal Year 2024 tax levy or 
take any action relative there-
to. 

Article 3. To see if the 
District will vote to uti-
lize the fund balance of 
$20,923.66 remaining in the 
account created for the pur-
chase of the Fire Department 
Vehicle and Carport to 
fund the replacement of the 
Boiler for the Fire & Water 
Department complex or take 
any action relative thereto.

Article 4.  To see if the 
District will vote to transfer 
any sums of money from 
certified free cash to fund 
the matching portion of the 
$12,000 USDA Grant for 
Engineering Services for 
the Preliminary Engineering 
Report & Environmental 
Review for the location of a 
replacement tank or take any 
action relative thereto.

Article 5.  To see if the 
District will vote to uti-
lize the fund balance of 
$76,146.40 previously des-
ignated for the “Interim 
Finance Water Grant” for the 
purpose of paying a portion 
of the emergency repairs to 
the leaking 1908 Water Tank 
or take any action relative 
thereto.

Article 6. To see if the 
District will vote to modify 
the existing Bylaws to incor-
porate the changes recom-
mended by legal counsel and 
reviewed by the Bylaws com-
mittee members or take any 
action relative thereto.

Article 7. To see if the 
District will vote to work in 
collaboration with the Town 
of Palmer, Thorndike Fire & 
Water District, Three Rivers 
Fire & Water District and 
all local, state and federal 
agencies to obtain the esti-
mated $8,000,000 of fund-
ing necessary to replace the 
leaking 1908 Water Tank 
and the associated infra-
structure as directed by the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection 
“Declaration of State of 
Water Emergency Order” or 
take any action relative there-
to.

And you are hereby 
directed to serve this war-
rant by posting an attested 
copy thereof in two or more 
public places in the Village 
of BONDSVILLE, in said 
Palmer, not less than fourteen 
days before holding of said 
meeting in a newspaper pub-
lished in Palmer.

Hereof fail not and make 
due return of this warrant 
with your doings hereon, 
before holding of said meet-
ing.

Given under our hand on 
3rd day of October 2023:
WATER COMMISSIONERS 

OF BONDSVILLE FIRE
AND WATER DISTRICT 

OF THE TOWN OF
PALMER, 

MASSACHUSETTS
David LaVallie, Chairman

Richard Dranka
Robert Young

A TRUE COPY ATTEST
Stephen Nagy, 
Acting Clerk

10/19/2023

MORTGAGEE’S 
NOTICE OF SALE OF 

REAL ESTATE 
By virtue and in exe-

cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
Mortgage given by Monique 
De Villier to Sovereign 
Bank, dated September 27, 
2000 and recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds at Book 11350, 
Page 313 for breach of the 
conditions of said Mortgage 
and for the purpose of fore-
closing same will be sold at 
Public Auction at 1:00 PM 
on November 2, 2023 at 78 
Monson Road, Wales, MA, 
all and singular the premises 
described in said Mortgage, 
to wit: The land with the 
buildings thereon now known 
and numbered as 78 Monson 
Road, Wales, Hampden 
County, Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. Said premises 
are shown as Lot No. 10 on a 
plan entitled “Form A” Plan 
of Lots Nos. 10 and 11 locat-
ed on Monson Road, Wales, 
MA. Richard A. Nathan 
et als, Owners Suprenant 
Corproation Engineers”, 
which plan is recorded with 
Hampden Registry of Deeds 
in Plan Book 268, Plan 45. 
Said premises containing 
3.7906 square feet of land 
according to said plan. Said 
premises are conveyed sub-
ject to and with the benefit of 
easements, restrictions, reser-
vations and rights of way of 
record so far as the same are 
in force and applicable. The 
premises are to be sold sub-
ject to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restrictions, 
encroachments, building and 
zoning laws, liens, unpaid 
taxes, tax titles, water bills, 
municipal liens and assess-
ments, rights of tenants and 
parties in possession, and 
attorney’s fees and costs. 

TERMS OF SALE: 
A  d e p o s i t  o f  F I V E 
THOUSAND DOLLARS 
AND 00 CENTS ($5,000.00) 
in the form of a certified 
check, bank treasurer’s 
check or money order will 
be required to be delivered 
at or before the time the bid 
is offered. The successful 
bidder will be required to 
execute a Foreclosure Sale 
Agreement immediately 
after the close of the bidding. 
The balance of the purchase 
price shall be paid within 
thirty (30) days from the sale 
date in the form of a certi-
fied check, bank treasurer’s 
check or other check satis-
factory to Mortgagee’s attor-
ney. The Mortgagee reserves 
the right to bid at the sale, 
to reject any and all bids, 
to continue the sale and to 
amend the terms of the sale 
by written or oral announce-
ment made before or during 
the foreclosure sale. If the 
sale is set aside for any rea-
son, the Purchaser at the 
sale shall be entitled only to 
a return of the deposit paid. 
The purchaser shall have no 
further recourse against the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee 
or the Mortgagee’s attor-
ney. The description of the 
premises contained in said 
mortgage shall control in the 
event of an error in this pub-
lication. 

TIME WILL BE OF THE 
ESSENCE. 

Other terms, if any, to be 
announced at the sale. 

Santander Bank, N.A. 
fka Sovereign Bank, N.A. 

fka Sovereign Bank 
Present Holder of said 

Mortgage, 
By Its Attorneys, 

ORLANS PC 
PO Box 540540 

Waltham, MA 02454 
Phone: (781) 790-7800 

22-00073 
10/12, 10/19, 10/26/2023

Town of Monson
Zoning Board of Appeals

LEGAL NOTICE
In accordance with M.G. 

L Chapter 40A the Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
will hold a Public Hearing, 
Thursday, October 26, 2023 

at 7:00 P.M. at the Monson 
Town Hall 110 Main St. 
Monson, Ma 01057 on the 
application of Francis Fijal 
for a Special Permit to con-
struct a 2 story single-family 
home with a garage in the 
basement level on a pre-ex-
isting non-conforming lot. 
The property is located at 
Hilltop Drive Map 75 and 
Parcel 71 and is zoned Rural 
Residential. A copy of the 
application is on file with the 
Zoning Board of Appeals and 
can be viewed during office 
hours by appointment.

Ronald Fussell, 
Vice Chairman

10/12, 10/19/2023

TOWN OF HOLLAND
Public Hearing 

Tuesday, November 7, 2023 
at 5:05 PM

FY 2020 CDBG 
Performance Hearing
The Town of Holland, 

in association with the 
Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission, will  con-
duct a performance hear-
ing regarding the town’s 
ongoing FY20 Community 
Development Block Grant 
Program.  The hearing will 
take place on Tuesday, 
November 7th, 2023 at 
5:05PM. The meeting will 
be conducted in person at 
the Town Hall Building, 27 
Sturbridge Road, and virtual-
ly. For virtual meeting please 
visit: https://meet.goto.
com/120915685, Phone: 
+1 (408) 650-3123, Access 
Code: 120-915-685.

The Town of Holland, 
serving as the lead commu-
nity of the regional (Holland 
and  Wales )  FY 2020 

Community Development 
Block Grant program, will 
be conducting a perfor-
mance hearing. The hear-
ing will review the projects 
funded through the program 
including a regional Housing 
Rehabilitation Assistance 
Program, Brimfield Senior 
Center Planning Study, and 
public social services includ-
ing regional food pantry and 
domestic violence programs. 

This program is funded 
through the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Deve lopmen t  and  the 
Executive Office of Housing 
and Livable Communities, 
Massachusetts CDBG pro-
gram.  

All persons with ques-
tions or comments regarding 
the performance hearing will 
have an opportunity to sub-
mit comments up until and 
through the public hearing. 
Please submit comments to 
John O’Leary at the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission 
@ joleary@pvpc.org or 
413-781-6045. Persons who 
require special accommo-
dations should contact the 
Town prior to the hearing 
date at 413-245-7108 x101. 
10/19/2023

MORTGAGEE’S 
NOTICE OF 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execu-

tion of the Power of Sale 
contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Kathy Monaco 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. 
(“MERS”) solely as nom-
inee for Mortgage Lenders 
Network USA, Inc. dated 
May 17, 2006, recorded with 

Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 15927, 
Page 1, which mortgage was 
assigned to CitiMortgage, 
Inc. by Assignment dated 
July 1, 2009, recorded in 
Book 17885, Page 374; fur-
ther assigned to Ventures 
Trust 2013-1-H-R By MCM 
Capital Partners, LLC Its 
Trustee by Assignment 
dated February 11, 2015, 
recorded in Book 20594, 
Page 137; further assigned 
to Wilmington Savings 
Fund Society, FSB, d/b/a 
Christiana Trust, not indi-
vidually but as Trustee for 
Hilldale Trust by Assignment 
dated July 20, 2017, record-
ed in Book 21833, Page 
341; further assigned to 
Wilmington Savings Fund 
Society, FSB, as Owner 
Trustee of the Residential 
Credit Opportunities Trust 
V-E by Assignment dated 
December 19, 2019, record-
ed in Book 23910, Page 
267; and further assigned to 
Wilmington Savings Fund 
Society, FSB, as Owner 
Trustee of the Residential 
Credit Opportunities Trust 
V-D by Assignment dated 
September 8, 2022, recorded 
in Book 24720, Page 66, of 
which mortgage the under-
signed is the present holder, 
for breach of the conditions 
of said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the 
same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 11:00 a.m. on 
the 27th day of November, 
2023, at the mortgaged prem-
ises described below, being 
known as 15 Colonial Street, 
Palmer, MA, all and singu-
lar the premises described in 
said mortgage, to wit:

A certain parcel  of 

land located northeast-
erly of Colonial Street, 
Palmer, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts known and 
designated as Lot 45 (REV) 
on a plan entitled “Plan of 
Land in Depot Village, 
Palmer, MA Prepared for 
Breton Estates, Inc. & 
William and Jean Andresen, 
S h e r m a n  a n d  Wo o d s 
Surveyors” which plan 
is recorded in Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
Book of Plans 336, Page 130 
and to which plan reference 
may be had for a more par-
ticular description.

Containing 32,265 square 
feet (0.740 acres) according 
to said plan.

Subject to restrictions set 
forth in Book 3702, Page 
435.

Subject to utility ease-
ments granted to New 
England Telephone and 
Telegraph Company dated 
March 19, 1976 and October 
4, 1978 and recorded in 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 4254, Page 
166 and Book 4692, Page 54, 
respectively, if applicable.

The Mortgagee reserves 
the right to postpone the 
sale to a later date by public 
proclamation at the time and 
date appointed for the sale 
and to further postpone at 
any adjourned sale date by 
public proclamation at the 
time and date appointed for 
the adjourned sale date.  The 
Mortgagee further reserves 
the right to open the bidding 
at the time, date and place 
appointed for sale, and if no 
bids are received, or the bids 
received are deemed unac-
ceptable to Mortgagee, to 
postpone the sale to a later 

date by public proclamation.
Said premises will be 

sold subject to and with the 
benefit of all restrictions, 
easements, improvements, 
outstanding tax titles, mort-
gages, liens, rights of tenants 
and parties in possession, 
unpaid taxes, municipal 
liens and other public taxes, 
assessments or liens, having 
priority over the mortgage 
described herein, if any.

In the event that the suc-
cessful bidder at the fore-
closure sale shall default 
in purchasing the within 
described property according 
to the terms of this Notice 
of Sale and/or the terms of 
the Memorandum of Sale 
executed at the time of the 
foreclosure, the Mortgagee 
reserves the right to sell the 
property by Foreclosure 
Deed to the second high-
est bidder provided that the 
second highest bidder shall 
deposit with Mortgagee’s 
attorneys the amount of the 
required deposit as set forth 
herein within three (3) busi-
ness days after written notice 
of default of the previous 
highest bidder and title shall 
be conveyed to said second 
highest bidder within twen-
ty (20) days of said written 
notice.

TERMS OF SALE:  
Ten Thousand Dol lars 
($10,000.00) will be required 
to bid and be paid in cash or 
by certified check at the time 
and place of sale as earnest 
money.  The balance is to be 
paid in cash or by certified 
check within thirty (30) days 
of the date of the sale at the 
offices of Murphy & Lupan, 
P.A.,  5 Commonwealth 
Road, Natick, Massachusetts 

01760.  The description of 
the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control 
in the event of any typo-
graphical error in this publi-
cation. 

Other terms, if any, to 
be announced at the time 
and place of sale.

WILMINGTON SAVINGS 
FUND SOCIETY, FSB, 
AS OWNER TRUSTEE 

OF THE RESIDENTIAL 
CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES 

TRUST V-D
Present holder of said 

mortgage,
By its attorney,

Michael J. Murphy
Murphy & Lupan, P.A.

5 Commonwealth Road
Natick, MA  01760

Tel:  (508) 650-9252
10/19, 10/26, 11/02/2023

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Public Notices

More notices on
pages 18 & 19
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
MOVING? Free boxes & packing pa-
per. Call for pickup 413-213-0064.

TAG SALE
HOTPOINT CHEST FREEZER, 
$100. Fish tank with everything $25, 
car truck cooler $40, filing cabinet $20. 
Over 600 DVDs $200, Galanti accor-
dian $275. Pick up in Barre call 978-
724-5624.

MOVING SALE: SAT., OCT. 21. 59 
Letendre Ave., Ludlow. 8am-
3pm.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

FIELDSTONE WALLS WANT-
ED to buy. Looking to purchase 
large quantities of old stone walls. 
Please call R.E. Barnes Fieldstone 
(978)807-0746

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-
rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

AKC REGISTERED MINIATURE 
SCHNAUZER. Salt & pepper, 2 
males. Vet checked, first shot. Ready 
now $1200. 413-596-8190.

BRIMFIELD UCC P/T PIANIST/
ORGANIST. Sunday church ser-
vices, choir rehearsals, special ser-
vices. $12,000 annual salary, paid va-
cation, additionl benefits. Send resume 
to brimfielducc@gmail.com

EXPERIENCED ROOFER wanted. 
Part-time, must have own transpora-
tion. Call 413-967-6679.

HIGHWAY FOREMAN
 (OPERATOR 1) 

The Town of Brookfield (pop. 3,450) 
is accepting applications for full-time 
position Highway Foreman (Operator 
1). Full job description and application 
details may be found at brookfieldma.
us, employment and volunteer op-
portunities. Applicant should submit 
cover letter and resume to Highway 
Department at highway@brook-
fieldma.us, or mail to Highway 
Department, Attention: Lind-
sey Rookwood, 56 Mill Street, 
Brookfield, MA. 508-867-8357. 
Applications will be accepted until the 
positon has been filled.

SEWING MACHINE 
OPERATORS

Experience preferred: basic math skills 
a plus. Immediate openings, first shift, 
flexible hours. Inquire at The Nixon 
Company, 161 Main St., Indian 
Orchard. Contact: 413-543-
3701 or info@NixonAwards.
com

SNOWPLOW CONTRACTOR 
WANTED: 

The Town of Hubbardston is seeking 
a private contractor(s) to plow and 
sand Mile Road and Plum Tree Lane in 
Hubbardston for the 2023-2024 Winter 
Season. The Contractor will be respon-
sible for keeping the road plowed and 
treated with sand/salt mixture. Mini-
mum equipment required: 3/4-ton truck 
with plow and 1.3CY sander. Sand/salt 
mix to be provided by the Town of 
Hubbardston. Contract period will be 
12/1/23 – 3/31/24. Insurance Certifi-
cate and Workers Compensation in-
surance is required from the success-
ful bidder. The bid opening will occur 
on Thursday, November 2 at 10:00 
AM at the Hubbardston DPW garage. 
The Town of Hubbardston reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids, and to 
waive minor informalities in the bids, or 
to accept the bid deemed best for the 
Town.  Bids need to be marked sepa-
rately for either Mile Road FY24 Winter 
Season or Plum Tree Lane FY24 Win-
ter Season and can be mailed to Hub-
bardston DPW 7 Main St. Unit 

# 6 Hubbardston, MA 01452 or 
hand delivered to the Hubbardston 
DPW garage located at 68 Worcester 
Rd. Hubbardston MA 01452. Please 
feel free to call 978.928.1408 with 
any questions you might have.

THE TOWN OF WEST BROOK-
FIELD is looking for part-time plow 
drivers. This is an on-call position. 
Must have a valid, clean MA Driver’s 
License and a DOT physical car. Pay 
rate $20.41/hour or $23.38/hour with a 
Class B License with air brakes. Snow 
plowing experience is preferred but  
not required. Please contact: Jim Da-
ley, 508-867-1417 or via email 
jdaley@wbrookfield.com. The 
Town of West Brookfield is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and values di-
versity at all levels of the workforce. 
EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES HELP WANTEDSERVICES HELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
one of our publications.

Go to newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEy PUBLIcATIONS, INc.

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

r

Legal Notice
Public Hearing
Town of Wales

The Board of Selectmen 
will hold a public hear-
ing in the Office of the 
Board of Selectmen locat-
ed at the Town Offices, 3 
Hollow Road, Wales, MA 
on October 23, 2023 at 
6:00 p.m., to consider a 
request by Massachusetts 
Electric Company d/b/a 
National Grid and Verizon 
New England, Inc to allow 
National Grid to install 1 JO 
pole and relocate 2 JO poles 
on Holland Road beginning 
at a point approximately 
170 feet East of the center-
line of the intersection of 
Brimfield State Road and 
continuing approximately 
468 feet in an East direc-
tion. Approximately 170’ 
East of the C/L of Brimfield 
State Rd. install PL# 1-1. 
Continuing 282’ East install 
PL# 3 continuing 186’ East 
install PL# 4. New PL# 3 to 
be installed 15’ East of exist-
ing PL# 3. New PL# 4 to be 
installed 10’ West of existing 
PL# 4. The documents and 
map related to this matter are 
available for review from the 
Executive Secretary during 
regular business hours.
Wales Board of Selectmen 
10/12, 10/19/2023

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execu-

tion of the Power of Sale 
contained in a certain Open 
– End Mortgage dated March 
29, 2013, given by Krystine 
A. O’Connor to Farm Credit 
East, ACA, and record-
ed in the Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
19750, Page 325, covering 
property known as and locat-
ed at 121 Haynes Hill Road, 
Brimfield, Massachusetts, 
of which mortgage the 
undersigned is the present 
holder (the “Mortgagee” 
or “Mortgage Holder”) for 
breach of the conditions of 
said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing, the 
same will be sold at public 
auction taking place on the 
premises of 121 Haynes 
Hil l  Road,  Brimfield, 
Massachusetts on Tuesday, 
October 31, 2023 com-
mencing at 11:00 AM, all 
and singular the premises 
described in said Mortgage 
(the “Mortgaged Premises”), 
to wit:

The land in Brimfield, 
H a m p d e n  C o u n t y , 
Massachusetts, being more 
particularly bound and 
described as follows:

Beginning at an iron pin 
in the easterly line of Haynes 

Hill Road in the town of 
Brimfield, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, said iron pin 
being located at the north-
westerly corner of the prem-
ises herein described, and 
being also at a corner of land 
now or formerly of Andrew 
W. and Kathryn V. Gondek 
as the same is described in 
a deed dated 18 July 1962, 
recorded in the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 2891, Page 412;

Thence running S. 71 
degrees 30’42” E. a distance 
of 235.67 feet along a stone 
wall and along land of said 
Gondek to an iron pin;

Thence running S. 72 
degrees 45’56” E. a distance 
of 577.97 feet along a stone 
wall and along land of said 
Gondek to an iron pin;

Thence running S. 72 
degrees 22’38” E. a distance 
of 821.31 feet along a stone 
wall and along land of said 
Gondek to an iron pin at land 
now or formerly of the Town 
of Brimfield, known as the 
Brimfield Town Farm;

Thence running S. 10 
degrees 17’40” W. a distance 
of 710.74 feet along an old 
fence line and with land of 
said Brimfield Town Farm to 
a ten inch oak tree at a corner 
of land now or formerly of 
Lyman Stanton as the same 
is described in a deed dated 
23 June 1956 recorded in the 

Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 2740, Page 
368.

Thence running N. 68 
degrees 17’08” W. a distance 
of 1695.68 feet along the 
easterly line of Haynes Hill 
Road to an iron pipe;

Thence running N. 16 
degrees 00’36” E. a dis-
tance of 334.50 feet con-
tinuing along the easterly 
line of Haynes Hill Road to 
the place if beginning, con-
taining a calculated area of 
24.549 acres of land, more of 
less; being the same premises 
described in a deed record-
ed in the Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
3339, Page 78.

Being the same premises 
conveyed to Philip P. Welz 
and Fiona M. Welz by Deed 
of Antonio J. Batista and 
M. Constance Batista, dated 
May 26, 2004 and record-
ed at the Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds at Book 
14204, Page 468. See also 
deed dated 1-28-2013 in 
Book 19657, Page 348.

Excepting therefrom the 
parcel described in a deed 
from said Antonio J. Batista 
and M. Constance Batista to 
Florence Henderson, record-
ed in said Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
10383, Page 251 and more 
accurately bounded and 
described as follows:

The land in Brimfield, 
H a m p d e n  C o u n t y , 
Massachusetts, being more 
particularly bound and 
described as follows:

Beginning at the iron pin 
in the easterly side of Haynes 
Hill Road, said from pin 
located at the Northwesterly 
corner of the premises herein 
conveyed and the southwest-
erly corner of other land of 
Grantor.

Thence S. 68 degrees 
12’45” E. a distance of 
275.00 feet to an iron pin;

Thence S. 20 degrees 
03’20” W. a distance of 
271.49 feet to an iron pin;

Thence N. 68 degrees 19’ 
W. a distance of 250.00 feet 
to an iron pin;

Thence N. 12 degrees 
44’30” E. along the easterly 
side of Haynes Hill Road, a 
distance of 99.45’ to a point;

Thence N. 16 degrees 
00’35” E. along the easterly 
side of Haynes Hill Road, a 
distance of 174.50 feet to the 
point of beginning.

Meaning and intending 
to convey Lot 2 containing 
1,648 acres as shown on 
“Plan of land in Brimfield, 
Mass., surveyed for Antonio 
J. and M. Constance Batista,” 
Kenneth Sherman, Engineer. 
Said Plan recorded at 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Plan Book 279, 
Page 53; and

Also excepting there-
from, the land bounded and 
described as follows: Being 
“Lot 1” on said plan recorded 
at Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 279, Page 
53.

The description of the 
property contained in the 
mortgage shall control in the 
event of a typographical error 
in this publication.

TERMS OF SALE: The 
Mortgaged Premises will be 
sold subject to the terms set 
forth above and as hereinaf-
ter provided. Twenty thou-
sand ($20,000.00) dollars 
must be tendered in cash, 
certified check, bank trea-
surer’s or cashier’s check 
at the time and place of 
the sale in order to quali-
fy as a bidder to be held by 
the Mortgagee’s attorney, 
Jonathan R. Goldsmith, Esq., 
Goldsmith, Katz & Argenio, 
P.C., 1350 Main Street, Suite 
1505, Springfield, MA 01103 
(“Escrow Agent”). The suc-
cessful bidder will also be 
required to deposit a sum 
equal to ten (10%) percent 
of the successful bid (less the 
$20,000.00 deposit) with the 
Escrow Agent within

five (5) days of the date 
of the sale. The balance of 
the purchase price, plus a 
Buyer’s Premium equal to 
five (5%) percent of the suc-
cessful bid amount, shall be 

paid in cash, certified check, 
bank treasurer’s or cashier’s 
check at the closing, which 
shall occur within thirty (30) 
days after the date of the 
foreclosure sale, time being 
of the essence, unless the 
Mortgagee agrees otherwise 
in writing.

The deposit tendered by 
the highest bidder shall be 
held as earnest money by 
the Escrow Agent which, at 
the option of the Mortgagee, 
shall serve as liquidated 
damages for any default by 
the successful bidder. Upon 
payment of the balance 
of the purchase price and 
the Buyer’s Premium, the 
respective foreclosure deed 
will be released to the suc-
cessful bidder, whereupon 
the obligations of the parties 
shall be deemed to be prop-
erly fulfilled and discharged. 
Each successful bidder 
shall be required to sign a 
Memorandum of Sale con-
taining the within terms at 
each of the Public Auctions.

In the event that any 
successful bidder at the 
public auction shall default 
in purchasing the within 
described property according 
to the terms of this Notice 
of Mortgagee’s Sale of Real 
Estate and/or the terms of the 
Memorandum of Sale exe-
cuted at the public auction, 
the Mortgagee reserves the 

right, at its election, to sell 
that parcel of the Mortgaged 
Premises by foreclosure 
deed to the second highest 
bidder at the public auction 
provided that: (i) said second 
highest bidder shall depos-
it with the Escrow Agent, 
the amount of the required 
deposit as set forth here-
in within three (3) business 
days after written notice to 
the second highest bidder 
of the default of the previ-
ous highest bidder; (ii) the 
second highest bidder shall 
execute a Memorandum of 
Sale; and (iii) title shall be 
conveyed to the said second 
highest bidder within twen-
ty (20) days of said written 
notice, time being of the 
essence unless the Mortgagee 
agrees otherwise in writing. 
The terms of sale shall be the 
same as described above.

Other Terms, if any, to be 
announced at the time and 
place of the sale.

FARM CREDIT EAST, 
ACA,

Present Holder of said 
Mortgage,

By its attorney,

Jonathan R. Goldsmith, Esq.
Goldsmith, Katz & Argenio, 

P.C.
1350 Main Street, Suite 1505

Springfield, MA 01103
Tel. (413) 747-0700

10/05, 10/12, 10/19/2023

Public Notices More notices on pages 17 & 19
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      HOME, YARD, GARAGELOGGING ROOFING1 3

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles

Gutters • Historical Restoration 
Flat Roofs • SNOW REMOVAL

A Trusted Name Since 1982

413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com 

 Roberts Roofs
2

LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY
Shipping Can Be Arranged • Rentals Available

413-544-9027 • 1-800-232-6132
1292 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-4pm • Sat. 7am-Noon

Park Saw Shop

4

1

4

INSURANCE

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393
2

3

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE ON

Local HOME PROs
CALL 283-8393

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

COMMONWEAL TH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS The 

Trial Court Division 
Hampden, SS

Superior Court 
Department Docket No. 

2379CV467
Say Family LLC

Plaintiffs
v. 

James F. Vicino and 
Edna R.  Vicino,  and 
such persons, if any una-
scertained, not in being, 
unknown, within or with-
out the Commonwealth, or 
who cannot be served with 
process, their legal repre-
sentatives, or such other 
persons as shall become 
their heirs, devisees, or 
appointees

Defendant
ORDER OF NOTICE
This cause came to be 

heard upon the motion of the 
plaintiff, praying for an order 
of notice and thereupon con-
sideration thereof, it is 

Ordered, and Adjudged 
than an order of notice issue 
to said defendant, James 
F. Vicino and Edna R. 
Vicino et al., who last know 
address was 36 Stony Hill 
Rd., Holland, MA 01521, 
by publishing an attest-
ed copy of this order once 
a week each week for three 
consecutive weeks in the 
Journal Register, a news-
paper published in the Town 
of Palmer, at least fourteen 
days before the eighteenth 
day of December next, and 
that said Defendant James F. 
Vicino and Edna R.Vincino 
et al. do cause their written 
appearance to be entered and 
her written answer and other 
lawful pleadings to be filed 
in the office of the Clerk of 
said Court at Springfield 
in said County of Hampden 
on or before the said eigh-
teenth day of December next. 
If you, James F. Vicino and 
Edna R. Vicino fail to do so, 
judgment by default will be 
taken against you for relief 
demanded in the complaint.

Unless otherwise pro-
vided by Rule 13(a) your 
answer must state as a coun-
terclaim and claim which 
you have against the plain-
tiff, Say Family, LLC, which 
arises out of the transaction 
or occurrence that is the sub-
ject matter of the plaintiffs 
claim, or you will thereafter 
be barred from making such 
claim in any other action.
Entered: September 29, 2023

By the Court
Laura S. Gentile

10/19, 10/26, 11/02/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P2134EA
Estate of:

Alexis Elizabeth Miller
Date of Death: 07/21/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Adjudication of Intestacy 
a n d  Ap p o i n t m e n t  o f 
Personal Representative has 
been filed by Gordon Miller 
of Ludlow, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Gillian Szlachetka 
Dubay of Chicopee, MA  
be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right 

to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have a 
right to object to this pro-

ceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a 
written appearance and 
objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of  11/15/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken with-
out further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are 
entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may 
petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the 
estate, including the dis-
tribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: October 17, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

10/19/2023

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provi-

sions of MA Gen. Laws, 
Chap. 255, Sec. 39A, the fol-
lowing vehicles will be sold 
at public auction for towing 
and storage charges due:
FORD VIN: 1FTRF1226N
A 7 7 8 6 6  H e n r y  B a j 
939 River  Dr Hadley, 
M A ;  N I S S A N  V I N : 
1 N 6 A A O E C 4 B N 3
1 1 6 4 7  V e r o n i c a 
Underwood  398  Fe rn 
Bank  Rd Spr ingfie ld , 
M A ;  T OYOTA  V I N : 
4T1H31AK4MU023503 
Marcia MonteBello 37 
M a y h i l l  R d  M o n s o n , 
M A ;  S U Z U K I  V I N : 
J S 2 Y B 4 1 3 9 7 5 1
0 4 4 6 8  S a r a h  B a j  1 
M a p l e  T e r r  T h r e e 
Rivers,  MA; SUBARU 
V I N :  1 F 1 G E 6 1 6 2 9 H 5
20775 Felicia Baker 213 
East St N. Attleborough, 
M A ;  F O R D  V I N : 
1 F T F W 1 E T 6 C F B
49676 Jody Sicard 122 
Wi n d s o r  S t  E n f i e l d , 
C T ;  F O R D  V I N : 
1 F T F X 1 E T 3 D K G 3
7148 Brian Dumas 601 
Coyhill Rd Warren, MA. 
This auction is to take place 
on November 3, 2023, 
10:00 A.M. at LaBontes & 
Son LLC, 241 Wilbraham 
St., Palmer, MA 01069. 
10/19, 10/26, 11/02/2023

Public Notices

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Police/Fire
  Police Logs

  Fire Logs
Bondsville

 For the period Oct. 3 to Oct. 9, Bondsville Fire 
responded to 2 calls.

On Wednesday, Oct. 4 at 3:41 p.m., the de-
partment responded mutual aid to Walnut Street in 
Palmer for smoke in the residence.  The department 
returned to service at 4:12 p.m.

On Friday, Oct. 6 at 10:58 a.m., the department 
responded mutual aid to Sykes Street in Three Riv-
ers for an alarm activation.  The department returned 
to service at 11:12 a.m.

Three Rivers
The Three Rivers Fire Department responded 

to two calls for the week of Oct. 8-14.

On Friday, Oct. 13, the Department was dis-
patched to a fire call on Oleny Road in Thorndike.  

On Saturday, Oct. 14, the Department respond-
ed to an EMS call on Skyline Terrace in Three Riv-
ers

Palmer
The Palmer Police Department 

reported 424 incidents on its logs for 
Oct.3- Oct. 9.

Oct. 3
At 9:10 p.m. police pulled over and 

gave a summons to Robert E. Hogan 
Jr., 52, of 21 Lawn St., Springfield on 
charges of operating a motor vehicle 
with a suspended license, marked lanes 
violation and no inspection sticker. 

Oct. 4
At 7:37 p.m. police responded to an 

accident with property damage. Nathan 
Nicolas Jr., 37, of 164 Linden Blvd, 
Brooklyn N.Y., received a summons on 

charges of operating a motor vehicle 
with a suspended license, passing vio-
lation and unregistered motor vehicle. 

Oct. 6
At 7:22 a.m. police responded to 

an accident with property damage at 
the corner of Main Street and Pleasant 
Street. 

At 4:50 p.m. police gave a sum-
mons to Isaac James Spencer, 44, of 
755 Worthington St., Springfield, on 
a charge of operating a motor vehicle 
without a license. 

At 6:16 p.m. police arrested Jason 
Benavidez, 49, of 128 Bourne St., Three 
Rivers, on charges of OUI liquor sec-
ond offense, negligent operation of a 
motor vehicle, marked lanes violation, 

unlicensed operation of a motor vehicle, 
unregistered motor vehicle, and failure 
to notify RMV of address change. 

10:12 p.m. police responded to an 
accident with property damage at the 
corner of Ware Road and Old Warren 
Road. 

Oct. 8
At 4:22 p.m. police responded to an 

accident on the Mass Pike Interchange 
63 with property damage. 

At 9:05 p.m. police responded to an 
accident on the Mass Pike Interchange 
63 where Emma J. Engleheart, 35, of 11 
Knox St., Palmer, received a summons 
for OUI liquor, negligent operation of a 
motor vehicle, and marked lanes viola-
tion. 

Oct. 9
At 1:44 p.m. police received sex of-

fender registration. 
At 5:25 p.m. police pulled over and 

arrested Robert Michael Rendano, 60, 
of 6 Britney Dr., Holden, on charges of 
OUI liquor second offense, negligent 
operation of motor vehicle, and marked 
lane violation. 

At 9:24 p.m. police pulled over and 
gave a summons to Duane Kevin Pierce, 
39, of 247 Hovey Road, Monson, on 
charges of operation of a motor vehicle 
with a suspended license and no inspec-
tion sticker. 

same treatments, and this is what 
inspired researchers to learn why. 
Breast cancers are routinely tested 
for hormone receptors, specifical-
ly estrogen and progesterone, as 
well as HER2 currently. There is 
a subset of women who have tri-
ple-negative breast cancer who 
do not express HER2, estrogen 
or progesterone, resulting in their 
not being able to be treated with 
therapies targeting these protein 
markers and leaving them to rely 
on standard infusional chemother-
apy,” Bhardwaj said.

“Although several gene de-
fects have been identified today 
that contribute to breast cancer, we 
don’t yet have treatments against 
all of them, but the good news is 
that more are slowly beginning to 
be introduced in the fight against 
breast cancer. One of the newest 
and fastest-growing types of an-
ticancer drugs is antibody-drug 
conjugates (ADCs) like Enhertu 
(trastuzumab deruxtecan). ADCs 

involve the targeting properties 
of monoclonal antibodies, which 
bind to a specific protein attached 
to those cells and then go on to 
release a chemotherapy drug, pref-
erentially killing cancer cells but 
preserving the normal cells,” Dr. 
Bhardwaj said.

Surgery remains an integral 
treatment for early-stage breast 
cancer. This can be in the form 
of a lumpectomy or mastectomy, 
depending on the tumor size and 
breast size. Precision medicine 
has opened the window to allow 
targeted medical therapy to help 
shrink larger tumors or to treat 
positive lymph nodes and allow for 
smaller surgeries with less surgical 
risks, such as lymphedema which 
is a chronic swelling of the arm. 
There may even be a day when 
surgery does not need to be part of 
a treatment plan, and clinical trials 
are ongoing looking for the appro-
priate cancer and patient scenarios 
to which this could apply.

The most optimal treatment 
for breast cancer today involves 
a multidisciplinary team like that 
found at Baystate Health involving 
surgeons, medical oncologists, ra-
diation oncologists, pathologists, 
and radiologists.

“At Baystate Health, we are 
fortunate to have a robust breast 
cancer program with dedicated 
healthcare professionals who work 
in tandem to provide the most ap-
propriate care for an individual,”  
Bhardwaj said.

“Any type of cancer diag-
nosis is a life-changing event for 
patients, and we are striving hard 
to make treatments more effective 
and less toxic. It is a privilege to 
be an oncologist guiding patients 
through their cancer journey as the 
field evolves in exciting ways,” she 
added.

For more information on the 
Baystate Regional Cancer Pro-
gram, or to make an appointment, 
visit baystatehealth.org/cancer.

BREAST CANCER  ❙  from page 8

More notices on pages 17 & 18
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Wilbraham & Monson Academy

Sunday, October 22, 10 a.m.
Shenkman Trading Center, Mattern Hall
Hear from recent WMA alumnae about their experiences from WMA to the
boardroom. Gain new perspective about WMA’s Center for Entrepreneurship,
Economics & Finance and the opportunities that abound for WMA students.
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RSVP by Oct. 18: www.wma.us/womeninbiz

presents

CONTESTSend us your Halloween House 
Decoration photos from this year!
We are looking for decor
in 4 categories:

Scariest
People run screaming!

Most Creative
Best use of recycled materials!

Kid Friendly
Kids just want to hang out with you!

Flashy
Lights, lights and more lights!

We will choose a winner in each 
category who will receive a gift 
card from one of our sponsors.

All photos will run in our paper with 
the winners being announced.

Please send all entries to
journalregister@turley.com
labeled halloween contest.

All entries must be
submitted by October 20th.

Include Name, Address & Phone

The Journal Register 

HalloweenHalloween

Apollo 
Restaurant

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

PALMER – As fall approaches, so does the bowl-
ing season in western Massachusetts. 

With leagues beginning in September the competi-
tion of candlepin bowling strikes the interest of bowlers 
all over the region. Diamond Junction Bowling Lanes is 
one of those unique centers that offers the New England 
small ball game. 

The bowling alley is an eight-lane candlepin center 
with a retro feel. A place that takes you back in time 
to the classical atmosphere of a bowling alley with no 
computer scoring, but with paper and pencil. 

Along with their fall and winter leagues during the 
week, Diamond Junction Bowling Lanes is entering 
into the upcoming tournament season of the Western 
New England Candlepin Association. The season will 
consist of seven events featuring singles competitions, 
doubles, and three-person team competitions. 

Diamond Junction will host the second event of the 
season with a singles tournament. 

Each competitor will bowl a total of three games 
and will try to earn points to qualify for the series finale 
at the end of the season. An established league average 
is required to participate in the tournament, so it deter-
mines each bowler’s handicap, which is 90% based off 
an average of 130. 

If someone bowls more than one league, then the 
bowler must use the highest league average, a minimum 
of 15 games from the current league season or last sea-
son’s average. 

The singles event will take place on the weekend 
of Nov. 4-5 and the shift times are Saturday, Nov. 4 at 
noon and 2 p.m. and Sunday, Nov. 5 at noon and 2 p.m.

WNECA will also hold a doubles tournament at 
Bogey Lanes in East Brookfield, Dec. 2-3; and a tri-
ples tournament at Agawam Bowl in Agawam, Feb. 3-4, 
2024. 

Diamond Junction Bowling Lanes proprietor, John 
Havens Sr. is excited to get the alley back into the tour-
nament circuit. This type of bowling activity has not 
been familiar to the Palmer alleys for well-over a de-
cade. 

Havens doesn’t recall the last time a tournament 
took place at the alley but reflects on his experiences 
competing in them. 

“I used to bowl tournaments all the time…they 
were fun,” said Havens.

With not many candlepin bowling centers left in 
western Massachusetts, Havens is all for getting more 
involved with the tournament aspect of the regional 
sport. 

Havens took over the role of running Diamond 
Junction Bowling Lanes back in December of 2019. As 
a bowler, he has been bowling candlepin since he was 

3 years old. 
He hopes that hosting the tournament in Novem-

ber will get more of his league bowlers involved and 
increase the interest in tournament bowling. With fall/
winter leagues starting up soon, Havens acknowledged 
that many of his current league bowlers are already ex-
pressing interest in participating in the tournament. 

“It’s good to get the tournament interest back up 
again…got one more house involved,” Havens said, 
referring to being a new addition to the Western New 
England Candlepin Association. 

Diamond Junction is one of eight bowling centers 
in Western New England that will be hosting a tourna-
ment during the 2023-2024 season. 

The entry fee for each event is $45 per bowler.
Diamond Junction Bowling Lanes can be contacted 

by calling 413-289-0013 or via email at diamondjunc-
tionlanes@gmail.com. The retro candlepin bowling 
center is located at 1446 North Main St., right next door 
to Once Upon a Memory Treasures.

For more information about the center’s hours, 
rates, and other fun entertainment options, visit www.
diamondjunctionlanes.com. 

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

PALMER – The Palmer Pub-
lic Library hosted a free workshop 
on how to take fantastic photos 
with just your smartphone camera. 

Technology has grown through 
the decades, and now we have ac-
cess to a portable computer in our 
pockets, decked out with a camera 
that has all sorts of features. 

Photographer and videogra-
pher Ryan Shepard brought to the 
class his 15 years of photography 
and videography experience to 
teach the basics of how to capture 
the perfect moment. 

“You can get a lot out of your 
smartphone without having to 
spend hundreds of thousands of 
dollars,” Shepard said. “With the 
tools built into the phone itself, 
you can have a really good camera 
accessible in your phone in your 
pocket or purse.” 

There is a lot to the camera 
of your Android or iPhone that 
you may not have realized, and it 
can be utilized to take profession-
al photos, without the expensive 
camera. 

When taking photos, it’s im-
portant to consider what the intent 
of the photo is. Where is it going? 
What is it for? Will it be posted to 
social media? 

All of these questions will help 
you determine the aspect ratio (or 
size of the photo) that you’ll need. 
Whether you hold your phone ver-
tically or horizontally, you can get 
the best photo possible.

“Do whatever you want [with 
your photos],” Shepard encour-
aged. “Ultimately, this is your 
art, and you can do whatever you 
want.” 

When taking a photo, imag-
ine a three-by-three grid of nine 
squares, with the center four 
squares having dots at their cor-
ners. This grid is called “the rule 
of threes”. 

“Think about moving around 
in order to get the focus better on 
the subject,” Shepard said. 

The “subject” is the thing in 

the picture you want your viewer 
to see first. By lining it up within 
the rule of threes grid, it draws the 
eye to the focal points. 

Shepard’s cat, Cherry, served 
as a wonderful example in several 
photos she found herself in. The 
photos of her in the sink, for exam-
ple, can be looked at to see what 
elements should (and shouldn’t) be 
in the photo. 

Dirty dishes, random people 
in the backgrounds, and 
improper lighting can all 
be fixed and avoided with 
the proper techniques, 
camera angles and edit-
ing skills. 

Shepard has owned a 
business, RyGuy Digital, 
for five years. It provides 
services such as video, 
photo, and audio produc-
tion. 

You can find his 
work on two broadcast 
channels (Channel 12 
and 15, locally) and has 
filmed hundreds of epi-
sodes of guitar lessons by 

Tony Valley, and even more. 
“I like the process of (photog-

raphy),” Shepard said. “Looking 
at what to take photos, and editing 
photos and videos, is the best.” 

Shepard shows his skills in 
many ways and has been teaching 
workshops like this one for five 
years. He wants everyone to be 
able to have a love and apprecia-
tion for the art of photography. 

Photographer gives tips to take
better smartphone photos

Turley Photos by Emily-Rose Pappas

Ryan Shepard demonstrates how a graph can be used to implement the 
rule of thirds in order to line up the focus of a photo.

Diamond Junction Bowling Lanes 
hosts tournament in November

Diamond Junction Bowling Lanes is an eight-lane can-
dlepin center. The bowling alley will be hosting one of 
Western New England Candlepin Association’s singles 
tournaments, Nov. 4-5.

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

Diamond Junction Bowling Lanes has a retro feel.

Diamond Junction Bowling Lanes offers candlepin 
bowling. 

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register


