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MONSON

TRUCK SHO

brings a lot of

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - The rumble
of diesel engines filled the au-
tumn air at Westview Cream-
ery on Saturday, Oct. 18, as
more than 160 gleaming rigs
lined up for the First Annual
C.R. Levesque Truck Show, a
family-organized event dedi-
cated to raising money for the
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute
in honor of a loved one lost to
breast cancer.

The show, held on the
grounds of the popular cream-
ery and farm, offered food,
drinks, live music, raffles,
giveaways, and a K-9 demon-
stration, drawing crowds of
families, truck enthusiasts,
and community members ea-
ger to support a meaningful
cause.

Organizer Craig
Levesque, founder of C.R.
Levesque Trucking, said the
idea for the event came from
his daughter Mia Levesque
and the company’s social me-
dia team, Devin and Nicholas.

“They always wanted to
do a truck show, so they asked
me for approval... and they
took it from there,” Craig said
with pride. “They did a really
nice job. It’s one heck of an
event.”

The turnout was im-

pressive: approximately 160
trucks, not including the com-
pany’s own fleet of ten. Par-
ticipants came from across
New England, answering
an open call posted on C.R.
Levesque’s social media.

“This is a community of
people who love what they
do,” Craig said, gesturing to-
ward rows of polished trucks,
many with custom paint jobs,
chrome fenders, and intricate
detailing. “Our drivers take
pride in their rigs. We let them
put a personal touch on their
trucks... it makes them feel
ownership, and they take bet-
ter care of them.”

Levesque, who’s been in
the trucking industry since
1995, said the event was more
than just a display of horse-
power and chrome. It was a
tribute to his late mother, who
passed away after battling
breast cancer.

“We built the pink truck,
the pink one with the skeleton
on the front, in her honor,”
he said. “She was treated at
Dana-Farber. They couldn’t
cure her, but they treated her
so well. It’s a great hospital,
and this is our way of giving
back.”

Craig’s daughter Mia
Levesque said organizing the
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One of the many rigs in attendance shows off its patriotism.
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PALMER

Residents
divided
over

rail stop

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy @turley.com

PALMER - A spirited
exchange of opinions fol-
lowed the Massachusetts
Department of Transporta-
tion’s (MassDOT) October 7
presentation at Palmer High
School, where officials un-
veiled the conceptual design
for a future Palmer passenger
rail station. The plan, part of
the state’s larger effort to re-
store east-west rail service,
drew both praise and criticism
from residents, local leaders,
and longtime advocates.

The meeting, moderated
by Nancy Farrell of Regi-
na Villa Associates, marked
a milestone in a nearly de-
cade-long community cam-
paign to bring passenger trains
back to the “Town of Seven
Railroads.” After MassDOT
officials Andy Koziol and
Natasha Velickovic outlined
the preliminary design, Far-
rell opened the floor to public
comment.

Supporters Applaud
Progress Toward a Long-
Sought Goal

Former Town Council-
or and current Conservation
Commission Chair Donald
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MONSON

Select Board concerned about rising cable costs

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - The Select
Board’s Tuesday, Oct. 14,
meeting covered an array of
public concerns, departmental
updates, and discussions on
Monson’s fiscal health, from
Comcast rate frustrations to
the town’s ongoing efforts to
balance service needs with
long-term financial stability.

Residents Speak Out

During Public Comment

The evening opened with
a series of public comments
focused on accountability,
communication, and priori-
ties.

Carolyn Whittemore and
Barbara Boudreaux criticized
Town Administrator Jennifer
Wolowicz for publicly repri-
manding other officials over
their response to a September
9 disturbance outside Town
Hall, arguing that the Code

of Conduct does not obligate
officials to intervene. They
urged her to “lead by exam-
ple of positivity” and issue an
apology.

Resident Dolores Scott
questioned the inclusion of
Article 15 on the Special
Town Meeting warrant, which
proposes expanding the po-
lice chief’s authority. “Giving
the police chief absolute pow-
er just seems like a really bad
idea,” she warned.

Concerns about fiscal
messaging also  surfaced
when Barbara Boutreau asked
why officials had recently de-
scribed Monson as being in
a “financial crisis,” despite a
reported year-end surplus of
over $500,000.

Resident Bob Lamb
voiced strong opposition to
any move that would convert
elected positions into appoint-
ed ones. “Never take from the
people their ability and right

to vote their conscience,” he
said.

Finally, Dominic McCa-
rty urged the town to prior-
itize essential services over
secondary initiatives. “We
should be focusing more on
the Fire Department and the
police, not on voting ma-
chines and clickers,” he said,
citing low voter turnout and
safety staffing needs.

Town Administrator Re-
port: Sand for Seniors, Path-

finder Expansion, and an
Apology

Wolowicz reported that
the Sand for Seniors program,
run by the Monson Fire and
Emergency Services Depart-
ment, will again provide free
five-gallon sand/salt mixtures
for home delivery to seniors
starting in November.

She also previewed the
Special Town Meeting sched-

BOARD 1 page 13

MONSON

)

Eric Degnan takes place of honor
in MHS Athletic Hall of Fame

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

MONSON - In what he
described as a special expe-
rience, retired Monson High

Turley photo by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Eric Degnan, center, former longtime Monson High School girls soccer coach, was inducted
into the Monson High School Athletic Hall of Fame last Saturday evening. He receives his
plaque from James Duggan, left, and Dan Moriarty, right.

School girls soccer coach
Eric Degnan was inducted
last Saturday night into the
Monson High School Ath-
letic Hall of Fame.

Degnan, who has a long

list of accomplishments and
accolades while leading the
Monson High School girls
soccer team, added the ath-
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SCHOOL COMMITTEE NOTEBOOK

Superintendent reports gains
in student achievement

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER - The Palm-
er School Committee met
on Wednesday, Oct. 15, ad-
dressing a full agenda that
included student and district
updates, budget reports, poli-
cy revisions, and community
feedback. The meeting high-
lighted both celebration and
analysis, from individual ac-
complishments to long-term
district progress.

Public Recognition and

Community Concerns
Committee member San-
dra Noonan opened by rec-
ognizing Heather Korzec, re-
cently named Massachusetts
State Field Hockey Coach of
the Year for 2024. Noonan
praised Korzec’s impact both
within Palmer High and be-
yond. “She’s done so much
to promote field hockey and

make play more equitable
across the region,” Noonan
said.

Noonan also voiced con-
cern that the Palmer High
Athletic Hall of Fame has
stopped funding plaques
for inductees. “These kids
brought glory to the school
and town,” she said. “They
deserve to be remembered on
those walls.”

Committee Chair Bonnie
Rathbone relayed frustration
from parents and fans about the
school’s Go Fan digital ticket-
ing system, which some say has
discouraged attendance due to
fees and technical issues. “Peo-
ple want to support our teams,”
Rathbone said. “We need a sys-
tem that makes it easy for them
to do that.”

Student Reports Highlight
a Busy Fall Season
Palmer High School se-

nior and student representa-

tive Kelsey Coyle, reported a
packed calendar of activities,
from bus evacuation drills to
the upcoming “Starry Nights”
homecoming dance. Sports
teams have seen varied suc-
cess, with the Monson Golf
team awaiting postseason
play and Field Hockey con-
cluding with a 3-0 Senior
Night win.

Coyle emphasized the
school’s strong spirit and
community engagement.
“There’s so much happen-
ing, from fundraisers to spir-
it week, it’s a really exciting
time to be part of Palmer
High,” Coyle said.

At Old Mill Pond School,
student reps Jaden and James
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Community center helps “heat up’ and ‘cool down’

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

HOLLAND - The Hol-
land Community Center con-
tinues to bring warmth and
creativity to the community,
quite literally this month, with
its free “DIY Heat Packs and
Cool Packs” craft session led
by Director and Outreach Co-
ordinator Brenda Palmer.

Held as part of the Cen-
ter’s monthly craft series, the
hands-on event invited partic-
ipants to create rice-filled fab-
ric packs that can be heated or
cooled for comfort and relax-
ation. These simple, reusable
packs are ideal for easing sore
muscles, keeping hands toasty
in mittens, or providing relief
from aches and pains.

The session was designed
to be accessible for all ages
and skill levels. “Don’t wor-
ry if you’re new to sewing...
we guide you through the
process,” the Center’s event
description read. Participants
were welcome to bring their
own fabric or use the wide
assortment provided by the
Center. A single “fat quar-
ter” of fabric, Palmer noted,
is enough to make two long
neck or shoulder wraps, while
smaller sizes can be tailored
for hands, knees, or even
pocket warmers.

During an interview be-
fore the event, Palmer shared
how the monthly craft pro-
gram first began. “About a
year ago, we realized we have
tons and tons of supplies,” she
said with a laugh. “We offer
open crafting, and anybody
can use it...but some people
get anxious about starting.
They don’t always know what
to make. So we decided to do
a free monthly craft for every-
body.”

Since launching the pro-
gram, the Center has hosted a
colorful variety of activities.
“We’ve painted rocks, done
crayon wax teardrops, paint-

VOTE YES
ARTICLE 23

SELECT BOARD
MEMBERS
ARE ENOUGH!
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Brenda Palmer shows the participants how to measure out the

size of your heat pack.

ings...you name it,” Palmer
said. “It’s really about giving
people a chance to be creative
without pressure. We just go
in, wing it, and have fun.”

The Holland Community
Center, which serves residents
of all ages, offers not just
crafting opportunities but also
community resources, games,
books, and programs for kids
and adults alike. Palmer, who
has been the Center’s direc-
tor and outreach coordinator
since 2018, and part of the
team since 2014, said the
crafting events have become
a favorite for both newcomers
and longtime attendees.

“It’s a community cen-
ter,” she said. “It really runs
the gamut of what people can
do here.”

The DIY Heat and Cool
Pack workshop is one of many
free, inclusive activities de-
signed to encourage creativity
and connection among Hol-
land residents. Future crafts
are held monthly and are open
to everyone; those under 18
are welcome to attend with a
parent or guardian.

To learn more or reserve
a spot in an upcoming session,
residents can contact the Hol-
land Community Center or
sign up with friends and fam-
ily for an evening of crafting,
conversation, and community.

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Large containers of scrap fabric were set up on tables for the
patrons to pick their heatpack fabric.

from
person to person helping
them through the steps of
using a sewing machine.

Brenda Palmer goes

sewing skills to create a heat pack.

After 3 out of 4 sides were sewn shut, participants have to fill
their creations with rice to create the heatable element of the
heatpack.

Palmer Domestic Violence Task Force
Fourth Annual Scarecrow Contest

PALMER - Domestic
Violence can be a scary
thing; however, raising
awareness for it does not
have to be. The Palmer Do-
mestic Violence Task Force
invites all residents, orga-
nizations, and business-
es from Palmer and sur-
rounding towns to join us
in decorating their homes,
businesses, and common
areas with scarecrows of
all kinds to raise awareness

IF IT AIN’T BROKE,
DON’T BREAK IT

It’s time to make this right.

VOTE YES ON
ARTICLE 23

MONSON SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

MONDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2025
7:00 PM GRANITE VALLEY SCHOOL

PAID FOR BY ROBERT LAMB

about domestic violence.

You are welcome to
make your own scarecrow
or attend one of our ‘Build
a Scarecrow’ events. If
you would like to attend
one of our Build-a Scare-
crow events, join us at the
Palmer Public Library on
Oct. 11 or Oct. 25 from
I1 am. to 1 p.m. This is a
FREE event. All materials
provided. No registration
required.

You do not need to en-
ter the contest to attend a
Build-a-Scarecrow event,
nor do you need to attend
a Build-a-Scarecrow event
to enter.

Three amazing cash
prizes to be won.

1st Place $75; 2nd
Place $50; 3rd Place $25

To enter, send a picture
of your scarecrow display
outside of your home or
business to palmerdvtf@

gmail.com  before mid-
night on Oct. 31.
All entries will be

posted on the Palmer Do-
mestic Violence Task Force
Facebook Page on Novem-
ber 1st. The three pictures
that receive the most votes
by Nov. 30win.

Visit and like the Palm-
er Domestic Violence Task
Force Page for contest and
other task force event up-
dates

Palmer tax bills due Nov.

PALMER - The Palmer

Town Collector would like
to remind all taxpayers of the
following:

Fiscal Year 2026 2nd
quarter real estate and per-
sonal property tax bills are
due and payable by Nov. 3,
2025.

The Tax Collector’s of-
fice is accepting credit and
debit card payments for

property taxes either on

the town website at www.
townofpalmer.com or at the
tax office. There is a sliding
scale fee for each bill paid
which is passed on to the tax-
payer. The fee structure can
be viewed on the town web-
site.

If you are making on-line
payments through your bank
(EFT’s), please set it up to

have the check mailed
directly to our office, 4417

3 reminder

Main Street, Palmer, MA
01069. Do not use the lock-
box address for this type of
payment as no bill is included
for processing.

Please call the Collec-
tor’s office at 413-283-2601
with any questions pertain-
ing to tax payments. Office
hours: Monday 8:30 a.m. to
7 p.m., Tuesday — Thurs. 8:30
am. to 4:30 p.m. and closed
on Friday.

Show Off your
Haunted Houses

PALMER/MONSON -
Do you go all out for Hal-
loween? We want to see it!
Send us photos of your cre-
ative, creepy, or fun Hallow-
een decorations to be fea-
tured in the paper. Be sure to
include a short caption with
each photo (for example:

“The Smith family’s haunt-
ed porch on Main Street”).

Please submit your
photos and captions by 10
a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 28 to
amccoy @turley.com.

Let’s see how our
community celebrates the
spookiest season of the year.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

Monson
Memorial
Classic to be
held Oct. 26

MONSON - The 29th
Annual Monson Memorial
Classic 1/2 marathon and 5K
will take place on Sunday,
Oct. 26 at 12 noon. For more
information go to http://www.
monsonmemorialclassic.com.

Please bring a non-per-
ishable food donation for the
Monson Open Pantry.

TR E E

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding
Crane Service « Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 . office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net
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Library hosts teen after-hours horror movie night

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER - The Palmer
Public Library transformed
into a spooky cinema on Fri-
day, Oct. 17, for its After-Hours
Horror Movie Night; a teen-ex-
clusive event designed to give
local youth a thrill just in time
for Halloween.

The event, held from 5:30
to 8:30 p.m. in the library’s
Community Room, was orga-
nized by Youth Services Li-
brarian Olivia Chartrand, who
said the idea came directly
from the library’s teen advi-
sory board. “I had quite a few
kids on my advisory board
who were interested in doing
a scarier version of Hallow-
een,” Chartrand explained.
“Our Halloween party tends
to be more on the safe side be-
cause it’s a broader age range,
and they wanted something a
little more intense.”

After some discussion,

the group decided on a horror
movie night the week before
the library’s annual Hallow-
een party. Chartrand provid-
ed a list of four films for the
teens to vote on when regis-
tering: The Conjuring (para-
normal), It (monster), Scream
(slasher), and Zombieland
(horror comedy). The teens
ultimately chose James Wan’s
2013 supernatural hit The
Conjuring; a chilling story
about paranormal investiga-
tors Ed and Lorraine Warren
confronting dark forces in a
Rhode Island farmhouse.
Doors opened at 5:30
p-m., giving attendees time to
grab snacks before the lights
dimmed at 6:00 for the feature
presentation. The program
was open exclusively to stu-
dents ages 10 to 18, with reg-
istration and a signed permis-
sion slip required to attend.
Chartrand said the event
is part of a broader effort to
keep older kids engaged and

excited about the library’s of-
ferings. “We wanted to create
something just for them... a
space where they can enjoy
themselves, hang out with
friends, and celebrate the Hal-
loween season in a way that
feels age-appropriate but still
spooky,” she said.

The horror movie night
was just one of several
youth-centered programs the
Palmer Public Library is host-
ing this fall. On Friday, Oct.
24, the library will hold its
annual Teen Halloween Party
from 6 to 9 p.m., also limit-
ed to ages 10-18. The event
will feature glitter tattoos, a
slime-making table, games, a
fortune teller, a costume con-
test, and plenty of food. “It’s
going to be a really fun night
for anyone who loves dressing
up,” Chartrand said. “Once
again, it’s just for the kids...
no parents allowed!”

Later in the month, on
Oct. 29, teens ages 14-18 can

ages 10 = 16,
R Code for moTe
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The flyer for the after hours
horror movie night.

look forward to Art and Movie
Night, where participants will
watch the animated miniseries
Over the Garden Wall while
working on autumn-themed
art projects and crafts. The
event will include refresh-
ments provided by Phriends
Coffee, a local café in Three

The community room was set up with chairs and lots of pillows
and cushions if kids wanted to settle on the floor; all the
curtains were drawn to give the scariest atmosphere possible.

Rivers, which will offer fresh-
ly made cider and treats.
Chartrand  said  she’s
thrilled to see such enthusiasm
from local youth. “We have a
really creative group of teens
in Palmer,” she said. “They’re
the ones shaping what these
programs look like. It’s their

library too, and we want to
make sure they have events
that reflect their interests.”

With horror films, cos-
tumes, crafts, and commu-
nity spirit, the Palmer Public
Library is keeping the Hal-
loween season lively for the
town’s young readers.

Monson
Special
Town
Meeting
to be held
Oct. 27

MONSON - The Mon-
son Special Town meeting
will take place on Monday,
Oct. 27 at 7 p.m. at Granite
Valley School located at 21
Thompson St. in Monson.

The warrant is available
on the Town Website www.
monson-ma.gov or copies
can be obtained in the Town
Clerk’s office or on the night
of the meeting.

BOSTON - State Sen-
ator Jake Oliveira (D-Lud-
low) and Representative
Todd M. Smola (R-Warren)
are pleased to announce that
the Town of Palmer has been
awarded $58,000 through the
2025 MassTrails Grant Pro-
gram to support a feasibility
study for the Mass Central
Rail Trail. The project also
includes a local match of
$14,890.95.

The MassTrails Grant
Program is a collaborative
initiative coordinated by the
Executive Office of Energy
and Environmental Affairs
(EEA), the Department of
Conservation and Recreation
(DCR), the Department of
Transportation (MassDOT),
the  Massachusetts Rec-
reational Trails Advisory
Board (MARTAB), and the
Massachusetts  Legislature.
The program supports the de-

velopment and enhancement
of multi-use trails and path-
ways across the Common-
wealth.

“This funding represents
an exciting step toward ex-
panding Palmer’s role as a
regional hub for recreation
and connectivity,” said Sen-
ator Jake Oliveira. “Investing
in trail infrastructure not only
strengthens our local econo-
my but also enhances quality
of life by creating safer, more
accessible ways for residents
and visitors to experience the
beauty of our communities.”

“We are so grateful for
the opportunity to explore
new ways of connecting our
community to the outdoors,
which our constituents value
deeply,” said Representative
Smola. “Palmer is uniquely
positioned in central Mas-
sachusetts as the gateway to
New England. Known as the

Town awarded $58,000 grant

Town of Seven Railroads, we
take pride in our rich trans-
portation history.”

The feasibility study will
focus primarily on develop-
ing walking and biking con-
nections within Palmer while
also considering opportuni-
ties to integrate car and other
transportation infrastructure.
The project aims to enhance
regional connectivity and
expand recreational opportu-
nities for both residents and
visitors.

All  applications  for
MassTrails grants are re-
viewed by the inter-agency
MassTrails Team, which in-
cludes representatives from
MassDOT, EEA, DCR, and
MARTAB. Projects that sup-
port recreational trails are
eligible for up to $100,000
in funding, while shared-use
path projects may receive up
to $500,000.

Build-a-Scarecrow
event on Oct. 25

PALMER - The
Palmer Domestic Vio-
lence Task Force will
once again be holding
their annual Scarecrow
Contest.

Those wishing to
participate in the contest
may create their own dis-
play, or attend a Build-
a-Scarecrow event at the

Annual Polish Supper
to be held on Oct. 25

Palmer Public Library
on Saturday, October 25
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

All materials provid-
ed at the Build-a-Scare-
crow events will be free
of charge.

There is no fee to en-
ter the contest or attend
the Build-a-Scarecrow
events.

MONSON - 13th Annu-
al Polish Supper will be held
on Saturday, Oct. 25, 2025,
at Monson-Glendale United
Methodist Church located
at 162 Main Street, Monson
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Dining on the premises
and take-out orders are avail-
able, limited quantities, so
reservations are recommend-
ed, deadline for ordering is

Oct. 23.

Call 413-267-5207 to
place your order. Meal in-
cludes Gotombki (stuffed cab-
bage), Pierogi, Kielbasa, Sau-
erkraut, Pickled Beets, Rye
Bread, and Apple Crisp.

Price is $20 for adults and

$9 for children.

Come enjoy some
mouth-watering  homemade
treats.

Neighborhood
Inventory Project
launches

PALMER - The Cen-
tral Massachusetts Regional
Planning Commission (CM-
RPC), working on behalf of
the Town of Palmer, will be
conducting a neighborhood
inventory in the Three Riv-
ers area during September
and October 2025. This
project is part of Palmer’s
participation in the Com-
munity Development Block
Grant (CDBG) program
and is being completed to
meet the requirements for
a “Slum and Blight Area”
designation under the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD)
and the Massachusetts Ex-
ecutive Office of Housing
and Livable Communities

(EOHLC).
The Three Rivers
Neighborhood  Inventory

will involve a visual assess-
ment of current conditions
throughout the neighbor-
hood, including the state
of public and private build-
ings, streets, sidewalks,
and other infrastructure.
Residents may see CMRPC
staff walking through the
area, taking notes or photo-
graphs as part of this work.
Staff will remain in the pub-
lic right-of-way at all times
and will not enter any pri-
vate property.

The purpose of the

inventory is to determine
whether the Three Rivers
area qualifies for the Slum
and Blight designation as
defined by state and federal
guidelines. While the term
“slum and blight” is used
in official policy, it is not
a phrase preferred by the
Town of Palmer. However,
receiving this designation is
an important step in making
the neighborhood eligible
for funding that can support
improvements such as in-
frastructure upgrades, hous-
ing rehabilitation, and other
revitalization initiatives.

To qualify for this des-
ignation, at least 25 percent
of the properties in the area
must show evidence of one
or more of the following
conditions:  deteriorating
buildings or improvements,
abandoned or vacant prop-
erties, frequent turnover in
occupancy, low or declining
property values, suspected
environmental contamina-
tion, or a general deterio-
ration of public infrastruc-
ture.

This inventory will
provide important data that
the Town can use to plan for
future investments in the
Three Rivers neighborhood
and identify strategies for
long-term community de-
velopment.

Grant proposals being sought

MONSON - The
Monson Cultural Council
is seeking grant proposals
from organizations, schools,
and individuals for com-
munity-orientated projects
in the arts, humanities, and
interpretive sciences. These

grants can support a variety
of projects including lec-
tures, workshops, perfor-
mances in schools, exhibits,
and festivals and must take
place between Jan. 1, 2026
and Dec. 31, 2026.

Monson priorities can

be found online at www.
MassCulturalCouncil.org
along with the link to the
online application. The ap-
plication will be available
starting Sept. 2, 2025, and
the deadline is October 16,
2025.

Email The Journal Register at journalregister@turley.com

FITNESS &
GYM CENTER

» 24/7 Access
>» Weightlifting

» Multi Membership Discount
» Personal Training

> HIIT Classes Included

» Functional Training

» One on One Coaching

» Nutritional Counseling

» Strength Conditioning

119 Main Street, Monson (Adams Plaza)
support@feedthebeastgym.com ¢ www.FeedTheBeastGym.com

Keep button appraisal on Nov. 2

MONSON - Button Ap-
praisal Day will be held on
Sunday, Nov. 2, 2025 at the
Keep Homestead Museum
on 35 Ely Road in Monson
from 1 to 3:30 p.m. with
button expert and dealer
Betty Korostynski.

She is well-versed in the
identification and current
pricing of buttons and has

been a button dealer for 35
years selling in Massachu-
setts, Connecticut, and New
Hampshire.

She will have her new
book “Hard White Pewter
Buttons of Naugatuck, CT”
available for purchase and
signing.

There is no cost for the
appraisals, however dona-

tions will be accepted.

Visitors are welcome to
tour the museum and enjoy
light refreshments.

Notecards featuring
buttons will be available in
the gift shop.

For more information
about the museum visit
www.keephomesteadmuse-
um.org.
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Viewpoints

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:
I am a woman, turning
65 this October (2025). It
seems that deciding when
to claim Social Security is
complicated. I would like
more information to nav-
igate through this maze.
Thank you.
Signed: Ready to Claim

Dear Ready:

Deciding when to
claim Social Security can
be challenging, but we
hope to make it a bit eas-
ier for you. You can, of
course, call us at any time
to speak to one of our cer-
tified Social Security Ad-
visors, but I'll share some
pertinent information here
as well.

Be aware that at
age 65, you have not yet
reached your Social Secu-

rity Full Retirement Age.
Born in1960, your FRA
is age 67 and that is when
you can get 100% of the
SS benefit you've earned
from a lifetime of working.

If you claim SS at age
65, your monthly amount
will be reduced by about
13.3% from your age 67
entitlement, a permanent
reduction. If you wait a
bit more and claim at age
66 the reduction would be
about 6.7%. To get 100%
of your “primary insurance
amount” you should wait
until age 67 to claim. Note
you can also wait longer
than your FRA and earn
Delayed Retirement Cred-
its up to age 70, when your
monthly amount would be
about 24% more than your
FRA entitlement.

If you are still work-
ing, at age 65 you will also
be subject to Social Se-
curity’s Annual Earnings
Test, which limits how
much you can earn when
collecting SS benefits be-
fore your full retirement
age. The earnings limit for
2025 is $23,400 (changes
annually) and if you earn
more than that, SS will
take away $1 in benefits
for every $2 you are over
the limit.

There is also a special
rule for the first calendar
year you are collecting ear-
ly benefits, which will re-
sult in you not getting ben-
efits for any month your

How do I navigate the
Social Security maze?

work earnings are more
than $1,950 after your
early benefits start. So,
if you claim SS at age 65
and continue to work, you
won’t get any SS benefits
in any 2025 month there-
after that you earn more
than the monthly limit
unless your total annual;
2025 earnings are less than
the annual limit. FYI, the
earnings limit no longer
applies once you attain
your full retirement age.

In the end, deciding
when you should claim So-
cial Security should con-
sider your need for Social
Security money, your life
expectancy, your plans for
working and your marital
status. If you are or were
married, you might be el-
igible for a spousal or ex-
spouse benefit. You may
also want to peruse the
Social Security Question
and Answer section at our
website www.SocialSecu-
rityReport.org. So, as you
have already discerned,
deciding when to claim
Social Security can be
confusing, but we are al-
ways here to assist you
as needed. You can either
call us directly at 1-888-
750-2622 or email your
specific Social Security
questions to us at SSAdvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.
In either case, we will be
most happy to help you de-
cide when to claim, based
on your unique personal
circumstances.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.
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More review; what

ast week I wrote
about two
new winter

squash varieties

I grew in this

past summer’s

garden, as well

as a Barbie doll

sized melon.
According

to Mom, it made

for a good read.

Let’s keep the mo-

mentum going with more
“new to me” varieties in this
column.

As  dedicated read-
ers may remember, this
past summer’s garden was
to accomplish the goal of
growing more food, food
that would cut down on the
grocery bill and feed the
family through the winter.
I took my chances growing
a hybrid paste tomato by
the name of Plum Regal. Its
accolades were many: late
blight resistance, moderate
resistance to early blight, a
the promise of a good yield
and a tasty outcome.

I typically only grow
heirlooms, so this tomato
really had to prove itself.
My only dilemma was that I
sometimes have issues with
blossom end rot, and specifi-
cally on paste types.

I tried a new fertilizer
formulated specifically for
members of the Solanacea
family, aptly named “Toma-
to Sauce.” You know what?
It worked.

No blossom end rot
and a freezer full of sauce,
tomato chucks and roasted
tomato blends. I will be or-
dering both the seeds and the
fertilizer from Fedco (fedco-
seeds.com) in anticipation
of next year’s garden.

With every success
comes not quite a success.
I'll call Muskmelon “Mel-
onade” one of those adven-
tures. I was intrigued by
the description in the Fedco
catalog, “firm orange flesh is

1 *

tart, punchy and refreshing,”
and had hoped it would keep
our family in melons for a
month or so. Not exactly.

I couldn’t get over the
fact that what looked like a
cantaloupe tasted like a lem-
on! No one in the house liked
it. I'm not going to call it a
failure, because if anything,
I learned that I could grow a
muskmelon successfully.

I worried T would har-
vest them too early, or too
late, but I harvested them
just right, and they grew ex-
ceeding well on black plastic
down the middle of my heat
retaining rock wall raised
beds. Next year I will search
for a variety with a more
typical flavor and it could
just be a win-win.

I have always wanted
to grow Indian corn as a fall

decoration, but was leery of

the space needed for such an
endeavor. The experts talk
about growing corn four
rows deep for proper polli-
nation and kernel formation.

I threw caution to the
wind and decided I'd grow a
popcorn. I enjoyed the com-
mentary in the Fedco catalog
in the description of a vari-
ety named “Calico:” “you
can hang it on your door in
fall and pop the very same
batch come Thanksgiving.”
Sold.

I grew only eight plants,
set out in a four by two pat-
tern. Shucking the corn felt
a lot like Christmas morn-
ing with the surprise factor
involved. Will the kernels

worked what didn’t

be gold, blue, mottled or
bronze?

I ended up
with enough
to decorate
with and
come
Thanks-
giving I
will indeed
try and pop some.
I’ve had some ex-
perience popping

eared corn before.

At our family vacation
my sister in law tried it out.
She put the dried ear she had
purchased in a paper bag
and folded it shut, placed it
in a microwave on high for
about 3-4 minutes and yum!

What else worked out
well in my garden this year?
The succession planting of
green beans seeded imme-
diately after my garlic was
harvested worked out su-
perbly. No additional fertil-
izer required.

I was able to freeze a
lot of beans from that sec-
ond sowing. I guess I al-
ways wish there are more to
freeze, so maybe next year
the row will be longer.

I didn’t utilize the wide
row method this year. Two
parallel rows with a walking
row down the middle made
the harvest easy.

I hope you had your
share of successes this past
summer, and if you are any-
thing like me, you are al-
ready scheming next year’s
veggie garden.

Roberta McQuaid
graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture
at the University of Massa-
chusetts. For 33 years she
has held the position of staff
horticulturist at Old Stur-
bridge Village. She enjoys
growing food as well as
Sflowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette @
turley.com with “Garden-
ing Question” in the subject
line.

y

Black vulture

n Monday, Oct. 6,
an Oakham resident
watched a kettle of

28 black vultures circling
above the Harrington Hospi-
tal in Southbridge.

He said, “As you may
know, the species is expand-
ing its range northward into
Massachusetts.” A kettle is a
large group of vultures cir-
cling in a thermal, using the
rising air to conserve energy
during migration.

The black vulture has
sooty, black plumage, a
featherless black head and
neat white stars under the
wingtips.

Turkey vultures are
lanky birds with a teetering
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BACKYAR

A d

By Ellenor Downer

flight. Their cousin the black
vultures are compact birds
with broad wings, short tails
and powerful wingbeats.
Turkey and black vultures
often associate together.
The black vultures have a
poor sense of smell, but by
following turkey vultures by
following them to carcasses.
They often soar high in the
sky in search of lower soar-
ing turkey vultures. When
the turkey vultures descend
on a carcass, the black vul-
tures follow them.

Black vultures are high-
ly social and share food with
relatives, feeding young for
months after they’ve fledged.
In the United States black
vultures are more plentiful
than turkey vultures. Black
vultures lack a voice box
and their sounds are limited
to hisses and grunts.

The oldest black wvul-
ture on record was a least 25
years, six months old when
it was found in 1965 in Lou-
isiana. It was banded there
in 1940. They may live even
longer in captivity.

Brimfield resident

On Sunday, Oct. 5, I
received an email from a
Brimfield resident comment-
ing about my seeing a moose
in Oakham. He said, “Seeing
a moose in Massachusetts
in exciting. My wife and I
saw a moose in Canada, it
ran across the road in front
of the car and disappeared
into the woods. My wife said
“look a horse with no rider,
similar to your reaction.”

Eagle sighting
On Wednesday, Oct. 1,

BIRDS 1 page 12

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

“Falling back™ to
a season of change

t’s not just the leaves
Ithat change in autumn.
We do, too.

Our bodies naturally
change with the seasons,
as the hours of sunlight,
temperatures and humid-
ity fluctuate. In our fast-
paced modern world, we
are tempted to ignore these
seasonal signals, enabled as
we are by artificial lighting,
indoor climate control and
the year-‘round availability
of many foods. (Strawber-
ries in January? Really?)

Let’s look at some of
the ways our bodies adjust
to fall, and a few ways you
can perhaps enhance well-
being by paying attention
to them.

Sleep disruptions

The hours of sunlight
gradually become fewer
after the summer equinox,
and then there’s the jarring
change when we turn our
clocks back in November.
The politicians have hag-
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editor policy

Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length,
and guest columns between
500-800 words. No unsigned
or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require that the
person submitting the opinion
also include his or her town of
residence and home telephone
number. We must confirm au-
thorship prior to publication. We
reserve the right to edit or with-
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Please send opinions to:

The Journal Register

Letter to the Editor

24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069,
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journalregister@turley.com

The submission deadline for
consideration is Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Journal Register welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for
publication on these pages. Letters of up to
250 words from local residents endorsing
candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to The Journal
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to journalregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes (it
will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will
be printed. No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy will be
printed. If the volume of letters received is
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a rep-
resentative sample. No endorsement letters
will be printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the editor
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the
newspaper plans to print stories about con-
tested races for Congress, state Senate,
state House, district attorney and Governor’s
Council during the weeks leading up to the
election, as well as a question-and-answer
voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases
will be printed, nor will reporters cover polit-
ical rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about
paid advertising in The Journal Register.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication.

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have an
event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form and
as a Word doc or plain email text — no PDFs or flyers, please —
to journalregister @turley.com.

UPCOMING

WING MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
AUXILLIARY SHOP
40 Wright St., Palmer
Oct. 27: Generations of Cookies
Oct. 28: Geriations and Sew on

NOVEMBER VENDORS
Nov. 5: How Charming
Nov. 11: K and H Jewelry
Nov. 18: Wicked Good Treats
Nov. 19: Hobbit Hollow Herbs
Nov. 24: Generations of Cookies
Nov. 25: Geriations and Sew on
Nov. 26: Patty Cakes

DECEMBER VENDORS
Dec. 3: How Charming
Dec. 4: Jewelry by Diane
Dec. 9: Crystal Clear Emotions
Dec. 10: Hobbit Hollow Herbs
Dec. 15 Generations of Cokies
Dec. 16: K and H Jewelry
Dec. 17: Wicked Good Treats
Dec. 19: Shannon Bacon
Dec. 22: Generations of Cookies
Dec. 23: Geriations and Sew on
Dec. 24: Patty Cakes

OCTOBER 25

The Palmer Domestic Violence Task Force will once
again be holding their annual Scarecrow Contest. Those
wishing to participate in the contest may create their
own display, or attend a Build-a-Scarecrow event at the
Palmer Public Library on Saturday, October 11or 25 from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. All materials provided at the Build-
a-Scarecrow events will be free of charge. There is no
fee to enter the contest or attend the Build-a-Scarecrow
events.

OCTOBER 26
The 29th Annual Monson Memorial Classic 1/2 mar-
athon and 5K will take place on Sunday, Oct. 26 at 12
noon. For more information go to http://www.monson-
memorialclassic.com. Please bring a non-perishable
food donation for the Monson Open Pantry.

OCTOBER 27
The Monson Special Town meeting will take place on
Monday, Oct. 27 at 7 p.m. at Granite Valley School located at
21 Thompson St. The warrant is available on the Town Website
WWw.monson-ma.gov or copies can be obtained in the Town
Clerk’s office or on the night of the meeting.

OCTOBER 31
Torie Jock & Damage Control are hosting FRIDAY
NIGHT ROCKS HALLOWEEN SHOW- A rock band series

required!* $10 entry fee! Doors open at 6 p.m. Bands are Red-
eye, Torie Jock & Damage Control, and Dreamscape, special
guest: Raff the Ruler Haunted Village. $5 entry with all pro-
ceeds going towards the theatre program, Magic show, Face
Painting and Balloon animals.

DECEMBER 28

Santa and the Wicked Wazoo Christmas Play and Dance
Showcase at PHCC. Let’s stay in the Christmas spirit with
this festive performance of Santa and the Wicked Wazoo.
Some wonderful Christmas dance routines will also be show-
cased. Event begins at 6 p.m., doors open at 5:30 p.m. Ad-
vanced tickets are $8 for children 12 and under and $10 for
teens/adults! Door sales are $2 more. Pizza and concessions
will be available.

ONGOING

2025-2026 Drama & Dance Program Beginning Septem-
ber 11th and running through May on Thursdays at PHCC.
Does your child love dancing and acting? Have they always
been interested but never tried? All levels and ages 5 plus wel-
come. (Drama students must be able to read.) Also offering
Adult Hip Hop & Lyrical Dance Classes. Students must be
available for show date in May. Date TBD. Adult class stu-
dents can dance in show or choose not to as long as requested
ahead of time. Contact: trulytorie2000@gmail.com for more
info and to register.

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or
both. Brimfield Winery at 35 Main Street in Brimfield. Check
brimfieldwinery.com for any variations.

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2 to 4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice
different crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. For
more information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely
Rd., Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hik-
ing, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be

found in the parking lot. For more information call 413-267-
4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit keep-
homesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month in
the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild is
a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplishments,
from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues are $55 a
year. For more information, contact Barbara Beaulieu at 267-
4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Follow them on
Facebook for more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30
p.m., every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St,
Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute begin-
ners and beginners, and participants get to dance to all types
of music. $10 per class. Please wear comfortable footwear, no
sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday of ev-
ery month at Top Floor Learning (third floor of the Palmer Li-
brary at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and open to the public. Play
available board and card games or bring your own. Must be 16
or older unless accompanied by an adult. No Registration Re-
quired — just show up! Questions? Call 283-2329, or 283-3691,
or email palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WINTER SEA-
SON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is locat-
ed on Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range State Park.
DCR Interpretive staff will be available for visitors. Coming in
January, programs will also be offered to highlight the Range’s
special nature in winter, see the park web site for details.

QI GONG: Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy
Emerson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

N

TRUNK 0 TREA]

DECORATED TRUNKS FILILED WITH CANDY!

.

= 4

4:00pm-6:00pm 'S

TRICK OR TREAT INDOORS, T0O!

This is a FREE, family-friendly event. Don’t forget to wear your best Halloween costume!

PHONE: 413-758-5377

EMAIL: mdembkowski@cedarbrookvillage.com

ASSISTED LIVING

413-758-5377

CedarbrookVillage.com

73 South Street
Ware, MA 01082

Cedarbrook os Village

at Ware
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Brimfield Winery closes out concert season

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

BRIMFIELD - Brimfield
Winery wrapped up its 2025
concert season in spectacular
fashion on Saturday, Oct. 18,
with the Rocktober ’25 fina-
le featuring two powerhouse
tribute bands; Refugee, hon-
oring the music of Tom Petty
and the Heartbreakers, and
Fleetwood Macked, a nation-
ally acclaimed Fleetwood Mac
tribute act.

Gates opened at 5 p.m.,
and by showtime, the scenic
winery was buzzing with mu-
sic lovers ready for one last
night of live entertainment
before the venue’s seasonal
close. With food trucks like
Baystate Chews and Fired Up
Pizza serving the crowd, the
evening had all the makings of
a celebration; good food, good
wine, and a double bill of clas-
sic rock nostalgia.

“It’s our final tribute con-
cert for the season,” said win-
ery co-owner Kate Corriveau,
who was onsite helping co-
ordinate the event. “We've
been doing these tribute shows
for the past three years, and
they’ve really become a tra-
dition. We always want to go
out with a bang—and this one
definitely does that.”

Corriveau noted that the
winery’s annual fall concert
has evolved into a local fa-
vorite, drawing fans from sur-
rounding towns and beyond.

“The first year we had an
Eagles tribute band, then last
year we hosted an Elvis im-
personator along with Creed-
ence Clearwater Revival,” she
said. “This year, having both
Fleetwood Macked and Refu-
gee felt like the perfect finale.
These groups are incredibly
talented...they tour nationally,
and they bring a real concert
experience right here to Brim-
field.”

Ticket prices ranged from
$45 per car in advance to $60
cash at the gate, with a walk-
in option for $30 per person.
Corriveau said the show was
expected to sell out, continu-
ing a pattern of growing atten-
dance.

“We’ve had a very strong

year,” she added. “More and
more people are finding out
about us. Sometimes someone
will come by and say, ‘How
long have you been here?’,
and they’re just two towns
away! But it’s been great to
see people bringing friends,
spreading the word, and help-
ing us grow.”

Refugee opened the eve-
ning with a heartfelt tribute
to Tom Petty and the Heart-
breakers, performing a setlist
that captured Petty’s signature
sound and spirit.

“We're all lifelong musi-
cians and good friends,” said
the band in their bio. “We
have a deep love for the music
of Tom Petty. What this band
is really about is great music,
great friends, and paying trib-
ute to one of the greatest song-
writers and performers of our
time.”

The lineup included Mike
Epstein on lead vocals and
guitar, Dominick Rosato on
lead guitar, Andrew Nadien on
keys and vocals, Niles Hughs
on drums, Hillary Epstein on
vocals, harmonica, percussion,
and keys, and Kenneth Kear-
ney on bass.

Headliners  Fleetwood
Macked, based out of New
York, brought their signature
authenticity to the Brimfield
stage. For 16 years, the group
has been hailed as one of the
most accurate and passionate
Fleetwood Mac tribute bands
in the country.

Much of that realism
comes from the personal
chemistry of the band mem-
bers. Husband-and-wife duo

Hillary and Michael Epstein
(portraying Stevie Nicks and
Lindsey Buckingham) per-
form alongside Caroline, Jay,
Phil, and Andrew (as Chris-
tine McVie, John McVie, and
Mick Fleetwood). Together,
they recreate Fleetwood Mac’s
timeless harmonies and on-
stage energy.

The group’s dedication to
musicianship, Corriveau said,
sets them apart. “They’re phe-
nomenal,” she said. “They play
larger venues all over, and we
were really lucky to have them
here. The tickets for a show
like this would normally cost
much more anywhere else.”

Refugee, the Tom Petty Tribute band, starts off the night jamming and rocking.

Although Rocktober
marked the end of the winery’s
2025 concert calendar, Brim-
field Winery will continue to
host community events into
the fall, including the upcom-
ing Brimfield Trunk or Treat
for the Recreation Department
on Saturday, Oct. 25.

Corriveau expressed deep
gratitude to the winery’s pa-
trons for their ongoing sup-
port. “I really want to thank all
of our customers throughout
the year,” she said. “Without
them, we wouldn’t be able to
grow and bring these kinds of
quality acts to Brimfield.”

With its blend of music,

As it got dark, the lights from the stage lit up the pavilion showing off the large crowd viewing

them.

Highway Department — Operator 11

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

The Town of Brookfield is hiring an Operator II for the Highway Department.

This full-time position involves semi-skilled labor and equipment operation, including
road and sidewalk maintenance, snow and ice removal, landscaping, and tree work.
Must be available for emergency response during off-hours.

Requirements:

e Valid MA Class B CDL with air brakes & standard transmission endorsements
e MA Driver’s License

* Ability to perform physical labor in varying weather
* Mechanic/welding skills a plus
* Ability to work in high pressure situations, as necessary

Drug & alcohol screening required.

Apply at Brookfield Town Hall Website or send resume to Highway @brookfield.us.

“Join the team that does more by
9am than some do all day!”

I'rain now to a new careerin 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous.bonus program. Van work available too!

Call-or text:774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mececarthybus:com to apply

D

J.P. McCarthy & Sons

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM

Saturday, October 25th - 7pm-11pm

Caboodle

community, and small-town
charm, Rocktober ’25 was
more than just a concert; it was
a celebration of the season, the
winery’s continued growth,
and the timeless pull of classic
rock.

L]

Brimfield Winery put out a few
metal barrels filled with fire to
keep customers warm.

WARE - Country Bank,
a full-service financial insti-
tution serving Central and
Western Massachusetts, is
pleased to announce that The
Boston Business Journal has
once again named Country
Bank an honoree in its annual
2024 Corporate Citizenship
Awards, recognizing the re-
gion’s top corporate charita-
ble contributors.

The Business Journal
annually publishes this list
to highlight companies that
promote and prioritize giving
back to their communities.

“It is with honor that we
present our list of the Top
Charitable Contributors in
Massachusetts — companies
who gave $100,000 or more
to Mass.-based in charities in
2024. Collectively, they gave
more than $416 million in
cash contributions — a true
example of the business com-
munity coming together to
help those in need. We are
proud to celebrate these orga-
nizations who give both mon-
ey and time to make Boston
a stronger and better place
for all.” said Boston Business

Journal Market President and

The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline

for public submissions to Mondays. To get your
submission in for that week’s edition space permitting,
email Editor at journalregster@turley.com or call the
office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. We
appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

Country Bank
recognized for
charitable giving

Publisher Carolyn Jones.

During this year’s cele-
bration on September 10th,
99 companies qualified for
the distinction by reporting
at least $100,000 in cash
contributions to Massachu-
setts based charities last year,
as noted above. This year’s
honorees include companies
from such industry sectors
as financial and professional
services, health care, technol-
ogy, retail, and professional
sports.

Country Bank employs
239 staff members in Hamp-
den, Hampshire, and Worces-
ter counties. The Bank’s team
of Difference Makers active-
ly promotes the Bank’s mis-
sion of making a difference in
their communities by volun-
teering for various non-prof-
its throughout the year.

“We are honored to be
recognized by the Boston
Business Journal for Country
Bank’s philanthropic efforts.
As a community bank, it is
our mission to help make a
difference in the lives of oth-
ers,” stated Mary McGovern,
President and CEO at Coun-
try Bank.

EVERY SUNDAY 5:30pm

LUCK OF
THE DRAW

Da rts All Welcome

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

Saturday Nights
also if no band

N

J Ypeoming Everils S
Friday, October 31st
7pm-11pm

HALLOWEEN

FARTY
Uncle Countryr

PRIZES

948 Main Street, Warren, MA « 413-436-8491
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Ultimate Allgnment hosts cozy craft night

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - The sooth-
ing atmosphere of Ultimate
Alignment, a holistic physi-
cal therapy and yoga studio
at 130 Palmer Rd in Mon-
son, took on a creative twist
recently as friends and com-
munity members gathered for
a fall-themed craft night. The
event, led by local crafter Sue
Leighton and hosted by stu-
dio owner Lisa Ronaldson,
invited participants to unwind
and get hands-on with a cozy,
seasonal project; making
“sweater pumpkins.”

The idea for the work-
shop grew out of friendship
and a shared love for creativ-
ity.

“Lisa’s a good friend of
mine,” Leighton said with a
smile. “We thought it would
be fun to have a craft night for
ladies... not just moms, but
anyone who enjoys creating
something. I’'m a super crafty
person, so I threw out some
ideas, and Lisa said, ‘Let’s do
it.” And here we are.”

The project of choice,
turning old sweaters into rus-
tic fall decorations, proved to
be the perfect fit for the Oc-
tober gathering. Using recy-
cled sweater sleeves, a bit of
stuffing, and decorative twine
or cord, guests transformed
simple materials into charm-
ing, no-sew pumpkins.

“They’re fairly easy to
make,” Leighton explained.
“Each sleeve can make two
pumpkins. You just stuff
them, tie them off, and dec-
orate them however you like.

It’s cozy, easy, and fun..
perfect fall craft.”

While Leighton guided
the creative side of the eve-
ning, Ronaldson provided

the welcoming space. As the
owner of Ultimate Alignment,
Ronaldson has spent decades
helping people find balance
and well-being through her

An example of sweater
pumpkin  Sue Leighton
brought to show off the final
product.

holistic physical therapy and
yoga practice.

“I’ve been in the physical
therapy business for about 25
years,” she said. “T’ve had Ul-
timate Alignment for around
20, and we moved into this
location in April. It’s such a
beautiful space, and we really

want to share it with the com-
munity.”

The studio now offers
yoga classes four times a
week, blending physical
movement with mindfulness
and relaxation. Ronaldson has
also begun opening her doors
for small community events

like this craft night; chances
for people to connect, create,
and enjoy the calming energy
of the space.

As laughter and conver-
sation filled the room, the
evening embodied exactly
what both women envisioned;
a place where friendship, cre-

ativity, and relaxation meet.

“It’s all about connecting
and doing something joyful,”
Ronaldson said. “Whether
it’s through yoga, therapy,
or crafts, that sense of align-
ment... physical, mental, and
emotional...is what we’re all
about.”

Submitted photo

The participants and their beautiful sweater pumpkins.

People laugh and talk as they stuff their sweater pumpkins before continuing along with the

process.

Everyone came to the front table to pick out the salvaged
sweater sleeves that will be turned into their sweater pumpkins.

Each table came prepped with stuffing, glue guns, twine, and

some heavy duty mini elastics.

Turley Photos by Abigail McCoy

Alarge snack table was set for the guests to graze on throughout

the night.

Two more example sweater pumpkins.

Janice D. Pirog promoted

MONSON - Monson
Savings Bank is proud to
announce the promotion of
Janice D. Pirog to Digital
Systems Manager. In her new
role, Janice will oversee the
workflow operations of digi-
tal banking products and ser-
vices, while also managing
and training employees with-
in the eBanking Department.

Pirog brings a wealth of
experience to her new posi-
tion. She has worked in the
finance and banking industry
for 33 years, including 23
years with Monson Savings
Bank. Her deep understand-

ing of banking operations
and commitment to excel-
lence have made her a valu-
able asset to the community
bank.

“I'm truly honored to
step into the role of Digital
Systems Manager and con-
tinue growing with Monson
Savings Bank,” said Jan-
ice Pirog, Digital Systems
Manager. “This opportunity
allows me to further expand
my knowledge of the eBank-
ing Department and strength-
en my leadership skills.
Being part of a communi-
ty-focused bank that values

Subscribe to The Journal Register online at
journalregister.turley.com

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

STIHL ®Husqvarna i&i
PARK SAW SHOP

LOGGING ¢ ARBORIST ¢ SAFETY

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm e Sat 7am-Noon
Shipping Can Be Arranged
=] RENTALS AVAILABLE

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

Shed,, Pool &
Hot Tub Renrovals

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Iorthun, Sk

Jervais

(774)397-6500

its employees and customers
is incredibly rewarding, and
I’'m excited to contribute to
our ongoing innovation and
service excellence.”

Like Monson Savings
Bank, Pirog is involved in
community initiatives. She
volunteers her time as a read-
er in local elementary school
classes and Rays of Hope,
reflecting her dedication to
making a positive impact
both inside and outside the
workplace.

“Janice has consistently
demonstrated a strong com-
mitment to our customers

Styling

Color & Cut $72

Cutting and

and our team. Her leadership
in the digital banking de-
partment is invaluable as we
continue to innovate and en-
hance our services,” said Dan
Moriarty, President and CEO
of Monson Savings Bank.
“We are proud to have her
join our eBanking Depart-
ment and look forward to her
continued success.”

Monson Savings Bank
congratulates Janice on her
well-deserved promotion and
looks forward to her con-
tinued contributions to the
Bank’s digital banking suc-
cess.

in a quiet and private atmosphere

1005 Central St., Palmer, MA
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

L |

I

413-636-5819

About
Monson Savings Bank

Incorporated as a mutual-
ly chartered community bank
in 1872, Monson Savings
Bank has one of the longest
tenures of service and stabili-
ty in its market. Civic leaders
chartered the bank with the
intent to give working men
and women the opportunity to
save, which — incredibly, they
could not do prior to the bank’s
inception. Today, Monson
Savings Bank retains its legacy
of empowerment through sav-
ings, but has expanded to serve
its customers with a variety of

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

I
VISA

!ﬂ'f" A

STIHL ®Husqvarna

PARK SAW SHOP

LOGGING ¢ ARBORIST ¢ SAFETY

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm ¢ Sat 7am-Noon
Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

to Digital Systems Manager at Monson Savings Bank

innovative financial services,
including digital banking,
online mortgage applications
and business banking, and
commercial lending. The bank
has expanded on its promise
of “where people save, busi-
nesses prosper, and commu-
nities benefit” by opening of-
fices in Hampden, Wilbraham,
Ware, and most recently East
Longmeadow, Massachusetts.
The bank also opened a retail
and business loan operations
center in Wilbraham in 2020.
Member FDIC, Member DIF,
Equal Housing Lender. NMLS
ID #613363.

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9022
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event was deeply personal.

“Our Nana passed away
when I was 15,” Mia said. “It
was a no-brainer that we’d do
something for Dana-Farber,
the hospital that took care of
her. This is a family-owned
business, and this show is
about bringing the communi-
ty together and giving back.”

Mia added that 100%
of proceeds from the event
would go directly to the Da-
na-Farber Breast Cancer
Foundation. “Not a single
dollar is being pocketed,” she
emphasized. “We’re here to
give back and have a great
day with family, friends, and
neighbors.”

The event’s atmosphere
was equal parts county fair
and car show. Country and
rock music played from the
main stage as kids lined up
for ice cream and visitors
strolled past lines of gleaming
tractor-trailers; some meant
for hauling building materi-

als, others designed for heavy
equipment, tankers, and tow
trucks.

Each truck reflected its
driver’s personality; from pol-
ished chrome and custom mu-
rals to pink ribbons and me-
morial decals. “There’s a real
sense of pride and craftsman-
ship here,” Craig said. “These
guys love their trucks.”

One of the afternoon’s
highlights came from a K-9
demonstration led by trainer
Shannon and her Belgian Ma-
linois, Sheba. Shannon, who
competes in French Ring, a
protection sport involving
obedience, agility, and defen-
sive routines, showcased She-
ba’s skills in a live demo.

“This breed loves to
work,” Shannon explained to
the crowd. “They’re not great
house pets, but they make in-
credible working partners.”

The demonstration in-
cluded obedience drills and
a controlled bite exercise fea-
turing a member from C.R.
Levesque in a padded suit.

The crowd cheered as She-
ba dashed forward on com-
mand and released instantly
at Shannon’s cue; a display of
power, discipline, and trust.

As the sun dipped over
the rows of trucks and the raf-
fle winners were called, Craig
and Mia looked over the
crowd with pride. What start-
ed as a family idea had grown
into a community celebration,
one that raised awareness and
funds for breast cancer re-
search while honoring the
memory of a beloved matri-
arch.

“I just want to thank
everyone who turned out,”
Craig said. “It’s a wonderful
day for a wonderful cause...
and hopefully the first of
many.”

With plans already form-
ing for next year’s event, the
C.R. Levesque Truck Show
looks poised to become a new
fall tradition; one that unites
horsepower, heart, and home-
town spirit in the fight against
breast cancer.

Trainer Shannon and Belgian Malinois Sheba start the dog Sheba uses her training and following her instructions she
jumps at the volunteer without biting to make him back up.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

training presentation with a simple place and stay trick.
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The next step in Sheba’s training is if the person isn’t backing
up to go into bite mode to make sure their owner is safe and
protected.
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the space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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SOCCER

Panthers
win, still

in playoft
contention

PALMER - Last
Wednesday evening, Palm-
er High School girls soccer
picked up a big road win at
Holyoke High School 5-0.
Evelynn Ladue and Ana-
belle Ladue had two goals
each in the win.

The victory over the
larger school really helped
the Panthers in their pur-
suit of a state playoff spot.
As of last Friday, Palmer
was ranked No. 27 out of
32. With the sub-.500 re-
cord, Palmer will need to
finish in the top 32 to qual-
ify for the state tournament
this year.

Harper Brouilette looks to pass midfield and avoid

the opponent.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Aria Nompleggi advances up the field.

Anabelle Ladue eyes the goal.

S &4 @turleysports n acebook.com/turleysports

YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS

SOCCER
Mustangs

put up
strong effort

in win

MONSON - Last week,
Monson put up another win,
defeating Pioneer Valley Re-
gional 7-1 to improve to 12-
1-3 for the regular season.
The Mustangs are certainly
headed for the sectional and
state tournaments. Monson
currently holds the No. 9 spot
in the state Division 5 power
rankings. The Mustangs will
first face a team in the sec-
tional quarterfinals late this
week.

MHS ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

Committee inducts
MHS Athletic Hall of
Fame Class of 2025

MONSON - Last week-
end, the Monson High School
Athletic Hall of Fame Class of
2025 was inducted. Inductees
included: Nisio “Muzzy” Uli-
ana (inducted posthumously),
Edward Robinson (inducted

posthumously), James Schet-
zel, Chris Sisco, Logan Gerry,
the 2016-17 boys swimming
team, and the 2017 boys track
and field team. Also inducted
was girls soccer coach Eric
Degnan (see related article)

James Schetzel and niece Kathy Finnegan.

ts.turley.com

-

Coach Tim Gerry inducting
son Logan, who is on video
chat accepting the honor.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com Brady Ronaldson makes a no-look
Isaac Somers shoots ahead of pressure. pass.

Joey Valencourt with Track and Field Coach John Harris. .k :
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com  Nisio “Muzzy” Uliana

Tony Uliana with John Morrell, who accepts posthumously for
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Alete of Uhe Week

Jake Beaupre
Monson High School

Beaupre had a huge game for Monson boys
soccer in their win over Pioneer. Beaupre
scored four goals to lead his team.

Edacebook.com/turleysports

0

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week,
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to
gscibelli@turley.com.

Our Family
Cares
About Your
Family

MOUL TON

Insurance Agency

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing

143 West Street 45 North Main Street

Belchertown, MA 01007

Ware, MA 01082

www.moultoninsurance.com

413-967-3327 -

ARBELLA

INSURANCE

Panthers
scores
shutout of
Turners

PALMER - The Palm-
er High School field hockey
team scored its second win
of the season, grabbing a 3-0
shutout of visiting Turners
Falls in a night game held at
Legion Field.

The Panthers close out
the regular season with a
home game against Quabo-
ag and await non-playoff
games to complete their
2025 season.
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Candlepin League News

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

Bondsville League

WARE - The Bondsville
League at Roll-A-Way Lanes
has reached week seven of
the bowling season.

After seven weeks of
candlepin bowling, the top
team is Fire Mountain in the
East Division with a record of
32-17. In the West Division,
there is a tie for first place
between Sandri and Cannon-
balls with a record of 28-21.
The Snappers are a close
behind in the West Division
with a record of 27-22.

During week seven, Fire
Mountain bowled against the
Snappers. In game one, Fire
Mountain won by a score of
465-449. In game two, Snap-
pers won a close game by a
score of 450-447.

In game three, Snappers
won the last game by a score
of 462-444. Kevin Krasnecky
of Snappers finished the
match with a 114, the highest
game bowled in the match.
The final score was 1361-
1356 in favor of Snappers.

Sandri bowled against
Spare Parts in week seven.
In game one, Sandri was the
winner with a score of 494-
477. Sue Horton of Sandri
started off strong with a 135.
Her teammate Ron Gouin be-

gan with a 119.

In game two, Spare Parts
won by a score of 488-443.
Rich Picotte of Sandri had the
highest score with a 119. John
Jebb of Spare Parts bowled a
104 after starting with a 109.

In game three, Sandri
won by a score of 468-458.
Horton finished with a 111
and a series of 356. Gouin
bowled a 120 and bowled a
series of 325. The final score
was 1423-1405 in favor of

Spare Parts.
Zeke’s Freaks bowled
against Flaming Bowling

Balls in week seven. In game
one, Zeke’s Freaks won the
game by a score of 481-460.
Zeke Sicard began the match
with a 111 during his team’s
victory.

In game two, Flam-
ing Bowling Balls won by a
score of 468-460. Don Paulus
of Flaming Bowling Balls
scored 111 and Pete Ducha-
rme of Zeke’s Freaks bowled
a 107.

In game three, Flaming
Bowling Balls won the last
game by a score of 455-444.
Paulus repeated last game
with another 111. It was a
close match as Zeke’s Freaks
won total pinfall by a final
score of 1385-1383.

Cannonballs bowled
against Ironmen in week sev-
en. In game one, Ironmen
were the winners by a score
of 500-488. Billy Brunk of

Ironmen started with a 127.

In game two, Cannon-
balls won big by a score of
520-463. Micah Hinkley of
Cannonballs bowled a 111.
Ryan Drago of Ironmen
bowled a 117 in game two.

In game three, Cannon-
balls won again by a score
of 473-465. Hinkley through
a clutch strike in the tenth
frame to mathematically se-
cure the last game. Brunk had
a chance to match but was
unfortunate by leaving the
spread eagle for a spare shot.

The final score was 1481-
1423 in favor of Cannonballs.

Slow Burners bowled
against Night Hawks in week
seven. In game one, Slow
Burners won by a score of
523-477.  Jody  Orszulak
of Slow Burners began the
match with a 124.

In game two, Slow Burn-
ers managed to win a close
game against Night Hawks
by a score of 501-498. Scott
Radisic of Slow Burners
bowled a 121. Gavin Sinclair
of Night Hawks bowled well
in game two with a 132.

In game three, Night
Hawks won by a score of
496-481. Nate Orszulak of
Slow Burners finished the
match with a 126 and a series
of 342. Sinclair had the high-
est series on his team with a
346. Slow Burners won to-
tal pinfall by a final score of
1505-1471.

Ava Derosiers attacks on defense.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
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Addison Doktor punts the ball away.

PALMER - Due to sev-
eral postponements, it was
a busy week for Pathfind-
er girls soccer, as they had

three games scheduled last
week and one more game
remaining earlier this week.
Last Friday afternoon, the

Destiny Rodriguez intercepts the ball.

Pathfinder finishes up busy week

Pioneers hosted Putnam and
suffered a 2-1 loss, falling
to 4-7-2 on the season. Right
now, Pathfinder is on the out-

side of the state tournament
power rankings, but they still
have time to reach .500 for

the season to qualify.

Megan Clark navigates through
traffic.

Rielly Ireland sends a quick pass
away

Angelina Miller tries to get around a defender.
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Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Aubrey Oretiz takes the goal kick for Pathfinder.

The Library Loft

Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer

We are celebrating our
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:
Tues. T0am - 4pm + Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm « Fri. 10am-4pm - Sat. 10am-2pm

HoPE 10 SEE YOU THERE

Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library
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Julia Komatsu, M.D.
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Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, LMHC

Gary Nielan, M.D.
Kimberly Joyal Martins, M.D.
Amy Kasper, M.D.

Kimberly Dewey, M.D.

Priya Malik, M.D.

Thirza Lareau, M.D.

Melissa Maciborski, M.D.

Locations! Most Insurances Accepted ——

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham e 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
\(41 3) 599-1201 < Fax: (413) 596-2940 - www.pamcares.com

COI'I'eCtIOIlS The Journal Register will gladly correct factual errors that appear
in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will always appear on Page 2 or 3. To request
a correction, send information to Editor at journalregister @turley.com, or call 283-8393.

Corrections may also be requested in writing at: Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer,
MA, 01069.
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Blais Jr. was among the first
to speak, expressing pride in
how far the project has come.
“I’ve supported this since day
one,” Blais said. “To see it at
this point right now is very
exciting. This will be a great
economic benefit for the town
and the region.”

Blais said he remem-
bered the early days when
Palmer was barely mentioned
in state discussions about rail
expansion. “I’m proud to see
that we’re on the map now,’
he added.

Ben Hood, a member of
the Palmer Redevelopment
Authority and the station
steering committee, echoed
that sentiment, noting that
the proposed stop could help
reverse decades of economic
stagnation. “We’re in Mas-
sachusetts but underserved,”’
Hood said. “Thanks to Mass-
DOT, they’re looking at us
now.”

Several other residents
and regional planners ex-
pressed similar optimism,
calling the project a poten-
tial catalyst for growth in
Palmer and  surrounding
communities. Supporters
said passenger service would
benefit residents of Amherst,
Belchertown, Monson, Ware,
Wilbraham, and the Brook-
fields, who currently rely on
long commutes or limited bus
routes to reach major cities.

Grassroots Effort Helped
Bring Rail Back Into Focus
Since its founding in
2015 by Ben Hood and Anne
Miller, Citizens for a Palmer

Rail Stop has been instrumen-
tal in advocating for restored
service through the Quabo-
ag Valley. The group has or-
ganized community events,
worked with local and region-
al planners, and pushed for
Palmer’s inclusion in every
state rail study over the past
decade.

Hood, who currently
serves as the Governor’s ap-
pointee to the Palmer Rede-
velopment Authority, also
chairs the Palmer Rail Steer-
ing Committee and represents
the town on the PVTA Advi-
sory Board. Earlier, he served
on the Quaboag Valley Com-
munity Development Corpo-
ration committee that created
the Quaboag Connector, an
on-demand regional bus ser-
vice.

Together, Hood and Mill-
er helped found the Western
Mass Rail Coalition in 2019,
alongside Trains in the Valley,
The Train Campaign, and the
Chester Railway Station &
Museum, to advocate for ex-
panded public transit west of
Worcester. They also remain
active members of the West-
ern Massachusetts Transpor-
tation Advocacy Network
(WMTAN).

“For ten years, we’ve
been asking for Palmer to be
part of the rail conversation,”
Miller said. “Now it’s finally
happening, and we need to
make sure it’s done right.”

Long Path of

State Planning
The current concep-
tual design follows several
years of study and planning
by MassDOT. The agency’s
East-West  Passenger Rail

Study, completed in 2021, in-
cluded Palmer in all three final
route alternatives. In January
2024, Rail and Transit Divi-
sion Administrator Meredith
Slesinger announced the se-
lection of consultants to lead
the design and environmental
review process, emphasizing
that Palmer “is a key location
identified in every previous
study.”

MassDOT’s  FY2024-
2028 Capital Investment Plan
earmarked $4 million for
the Palmer station’s design
phase, and the project has
since been accepted into the
Federal Railroad Administra-
tion’s Corridor ID Program,
positioning it to compete for
future construction funding.

Critics Raise Concerns
About Location

and Transparency

Despite the progress, not
all attendees supported the
proposed site in Depot Vil-
lage, near the CSX freight
yard.

Bernie Fontaine ques-
tioned why the new facility
would not be built closer to
the historic downtown sta-
tion. “To me, a train station
is a building... like the one
we already have downtown,”
Fontaine said. “If you can’t
make it work there, then
maybe look at Wilbraham or
Brimfield.”

Blake Lamothe, repre-
senting the Central Corridor
Passenger Rail Coalition, said
his organization was excluded
from the site-selection pro-
cess and has filed a nine-page
lawsuit and formal complaint
against MassDOT. In the fil-

ing, the group alleges lack

of transparency in the design
process, argues that key re-
cords and deliberations were
withheld, and contends that
MassDOT’s decision-making
did not sufficiently consider
alternative locations or the
possibility of integrating the
north-south rail corridor. The
complaint calls on the agency
to make internal documenta-
tion public and pause further
design work until a more
inclusive evaluation is con-
ducted. (MassDOT has not
yet publicly responded to the
suit.)

Lamothe asserted that the
planning process ignored the
town’s potential as a rail hub.
“We were never consulted,”
he said. “This planning pro-
cess has lacked transparency,
and it ignores the north-south
corridor that could connect
Palmer to Vermont and Con-
necticut.” He argued that a
downtown station could sup-
port both east-west and future
north-south service, creating
a true regional hub.

His daughter, Scarlet
Lamothe, shared that senti-
ment, saying, “This isn’t just
about Palmer. It’s about the
entire region and the missing
north-south connection.” She
also warned of a cautionary
precedent: Windsor Locks,
Connecticut, where an initial-
ly remote station location was
later relocated downtown af-
ter ridership flagged. “If you
build it in the wrong place,
you’ll end up moving it any-
way,” she said.

Requests for Amenities
and Historical Recognition

Other residents offered
practical suggestions. Ste-

phen Nowak of the Palmer
Historical Commission urged
MassDOT to incorporate sig-
nage, public art, and other
features highlighting Palm-
er’s rail heritage. “This is the
Town of Seven Railroads,”
Nowak said. “It would be nice
to see that history reflected at
the station.”

Some called for indoor
waiting areas, restrooms, and
staffed ticket kiosks, while
others requested additional
parking or shuttle service to
downtown. Jeremy Green,
who lives near the proposed
site, raised concerns about
noise and lighting. “We’re not
opposed to progress,” Green
said. “We just want it to be
safe and sensible for those of
us who live right here.”

MassDOT

Addresses Questions

Responding to concerns,
Koziol and Velickovic em-
phasized that the conceptual
design is a “feasibility frame-
work,” not a final construc-
tion plan. Velickovic said
additional environmental,
traffic, and access studies will
be included in the final report
due later this year.

“We looked at multi-
ple sites and chose this one
because it provides space
for parking, bus circulation,
and freight compatibility,”
Velickovic said. “Our mod-
eling shows minimal traffic
impact and full ADA compli-
ance.”

Koziol reiterated that
while renderings showed a
small building, most Am-
trak stations with fewer than
20,000 annual riders operate
as unstaffed facilities with

covered platforms. “That
said, we’re not ruling out fu-
ture expansion if demand in-
creases,” he added.

Regional and
Educational Connections

Advocates noted that a
Palmer station would serve
not only the town’s 12,000
residents but also surround-
ing communities across the
Quaboag Valley and be-
yond. Supporters envision
extending PVTA’s Belcher-
town-UMass bus route to the
station, allowing students
and staff from the University
of Massachusetts Amherst to
connect to rail service toward
Worcester and Boston.

A similar route could
link UConn Storrs students
through Stafford Springs,
providing new north-south
connectivity. “This isn’t just
about trains,” Miller said.
“It’s about connecting our
communities and keeping
students, workers, and fami-
lies mobile.”

Community Response

Mixed but Hopeful

As the evening conclud-
ed, Nancy Farrell thanked at-
tendees for their civility and
reminded them that written
comments could be submitted
to MassDOT for inclusion in
the final report.

Although divisions re-
main over the site and process,
many residents expressed re-
lief that the project is moving
beyond talk. “It’s been over
50 years since the last passen-
ger train stopped in Palmer,”
one resident said. “Whatever
happens next, we’re finally on
track again.”

SCHOOLS 1 from page 1

shared that the Scholas-
tic Book Fair raised over
$4,000, and students en-
joyed field trips and special
events such as Grandparents
Day and Custodian Appreci-
ation Day. “We’re thankful
for all our amazing custodi-
ans,” they said jointly.

Superintendent’s Report:
Academic Growth and
Recognition

Superintendent ~ Mat-
thew Francis presented the
annual State of the District
report, detailing academic

data, demographic trends,
and areas for improvement.
Palmer saw gains in stu-
dent growth and science
achievement across grades,
countering statewide de-
clines.

Francis also honored
Palmer High senior Isabella
Chen as the district’s 2025
Massachusetts Association
of School Superintendents
Award recipient. Chen, who
came to the U.S. four years
ago, excels in multiple AP
courses and is applying to
RPI, MIT, and Northeast-
ern for computer science.
“Isabella embodies our core

values of respect, safety,
community, responsibility,
and kindness,” Francis said.
“She’s a true example of
what makes Palmer proud.”

The district’s account-
ability rating rose to 54%,
placing it in the top third
among comparable dis-
tricts. Palmer High was
designated a “School of
Recognition” by the state
for improvements in ELA
and math. Francis praised
staff and students for their
progress. “It’s a banner we
want to keep adding years
to... never taking it down,”
he said.

CLUES ACROSS

1. Remark

5. Upper body part

8. Expression of
dismissiveness

12. Alternate name

14. Popular beverage

15. Swiss river

32. Popular Dodge
pickup model
33. Jamaican river
34. Notable event in

44, Newly entered

(abbr.)

Texas history CLUES DOWN
39. Cool! 1. Pubs
42. Subset of Judaism 2. Wings

63. Google certification

64. Singer Hansard

3. Popular BBQ dish

27. NY Giants great
Manning

28. Local area network

29. Residue from burning

35. llluminated

36. Vasopressin

37. Notable space station

38. Wood sorrel

16. Step-shaped cadet 4. Small sponge cake  40. Adhering to laws
recess 46. Duct in urinary 5. Open-roofed entrance  41. Chose

18. Rocker Stewart system halls 42. Hovel

19. Bright shade of 47. Exterminator 6. Organize anew 43, Stood up

color 49. Snatch quickly 7. Type of wine 44, European city
20. Popular “street” 50. Have already done 8. Forums 45, Works ceaselessly
21. Wrath 51. Less healthy 9. North Atlantic islands ~ 47. Mistake
22. Heat units 56. Therefore (alt. sp.) 48. Sun-dried brick
23. Nocturnal 57. What couples say  10. Pond dwellers 49, Sicilian city
omnivorous on the altar 11. Large integers 52. A steep rugged rock
mammals 58. Mysteriously 13. Signaled or cliff
26. Fall back into 59. Look angry or 17. Brief 53. Murder
30. Remove from the sullen 24. Type of student 54, Other
record 60. Bird’s beak 25. Tibetan monasteries  55. “Deadpool” actor
31. Sound a splash 61. Taco ingredient 26. Revolutions per Reynolds
made 62. Square measures minute
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gled for years whether “fall-
ing back” is still necessary, as
it requires students to get up
while it’s still dark, and sun-
set comes ever earlier.

The effects on our bodies
are profound. With less expo-
sure to natural light, we sleep
more, which can affect mood,
focus, memory and energy.
Later sunrises might make it
harder to get out of bed in the
morning, and daytime drows-
iness becomes more frequent.

Less physical activity

Chilly mornings and ear-
lier darkness may make us
less likely to get that morning
or evening walk in. We sit and
watch football, eating nachos
and drinking beer, rather than
get outside ourselves. All of
this can lead to weight gain,
which also affects mood.

More frequent illnesses

As we are indoors more,
we are exposed to more virus-
es, bacteria and allergens, and
that’s why flu, COVID, colds
and allergies come on more
frequently. Drier air also has
an impact, as it dries up our
nasal mucous, which is de-
signed to trap viruses, and lets
those viruses in more easily.
Drier noses may also bring on
more nosebleeds.

Other changes
Researchers have found
that people lose more hair in
the autumn than in spring or
summer, probably having to

do with hormonal fluctua-
tions.

Those hormones may
also go to work on the libido
— more babies are conceived
in November and Decem-
ber than at any other time of
the year, according to data
from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. One
theory is that sperm quality is
better in winter, but of course
we’re also spending longer
nights in bed.

Anxiety can be height-
ened, associated with the
rigors of schoolwork and
planning for the upcoming
holidays.

And, of course, dry skin
becomes more of a problem
in the fall, when indoor hu-
midity drops.

A few tips:

Get more sunlight: More
exposure to sunlight increas-
es Vitamin D, serotonin and
dopamine (the feel-good
brain chemicals). In partic-
ular, morning sunlight helps
our bodies sync our circadi-
an rhythms with the season,
which in turn helps us sleep
better at night. It can also
counteract the effects of the
blue light emanating from
our computers, tablets and
phones.

Put your senses to
work: Feel the colder air on
your cheeks, listen to the
leaves crunching under your
feet and smell the changes
in the air. Smell the crisp air,
and perhaps experiment with
some aromatherapy scents

indoors — eucalyptus, carda-
mom, lavender — to elevate
mood and tamp down anxiety.

Take care of your
skin: Amp up your use of
moisturizers, turn off the de-
humidifier and avoid long,
hot showers and baths. Treat-
ing your skin kindly now will
help as we head into the even
drier winter months.

Try some “fall
foods”: Eating vitamin-rich
vegetables now will help
you fight off winter illnesses.
Good choices include squash-
es (pumpkin, butternut, acorn
and the like); green leafy
spinach and arugula; and cru-
ciferous veggies like Kkale,
broccoli and cauliflower.

Entertain yourself: Even
in the Middle Ages, people
enjoyed indoor games like
chess, as well as outdoor ac-
tivities and fall fetes.

As the saying goes, to
everything there is a season.
Making a few changes in your
routines and habits can help
you feel better this fall.

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, is a registered nurse and
board-certified patient ad-
vocate and founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medical
professionals to become suc-
cessful private patient ad-
vocates. Teri offers a free
phone consultation to Turley
Newspaper readers as well as
to nurses interested in becom-
ing advocates. Reach her at
Teri@NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com.
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I received an email from a
reader. He said, “I was in my
car last evening around 6:30
when I saw a huge, black-
winged bird come over Main
Street in Barre Plains. When
we were kids it was called
Canal Road. It was flying low
over the street and was try-
ing to gain altitude. The bird
appeared just before Rich’s
Pond and it had what looked
like a recent kill in its talons.
It accidentally dropped the
dead animal, which appeared
to be a rabbit, onto the road
and what I thought was a vul-
ture turned out to be an adult
Bald Eagle.”

He said, “Its stark white
head and white fanned tail,
along with it’s bright yellow
feet and beak were clearly
seen and it was startling to be
only 25 or 30 feet away from
it. The eagle’s wing span was

enormous. It made an attempt
to recapture its prey by diving
quickly back to the road and
it had to widely fan out its tail
feathers to slow its descent
and gain flight control.”

He said, “The Bald Ea-
gle then flew high up into a
tree along the road near the
pond and was waiting for me
and all cars to pass before de-
scending on its prey. It was
breath taking. We never saw
such things as kids.”

Cedar waxwings

The Barre resident said
on recent warm September
days he also has been seeing
a small flock of cedar wax-
wings in Gilbertville, along
the Ware River, taking bugs in
midair over the river and also
working trees and bushes that
still have some fruit on them.

Helping birds
People may also help
birds by keeping their cats in-
doors. Many birds are killed

by cats. It is safer for people’s
pet cats to kept indoors as
they also succumb to preda-
tion. If a cat is an outdoor cat,
people may put a bell collar
on their cat with a quick re-
lease mechanism if their pet’s
collar should get hung up on
something.

Dark-eyed Juncos

An Oakham resident re-
ported seeing a dark-eyed
junco in his yard last week.
I saw a small flock of juncos
along the road where I live
on Oct. 13. Their white tall
feathers identified them as
they flew up from the side of
the road. It was my first sight-
ing this fall.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com or
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box
448, Barre, MA 01005.
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uled for Monday, October 27,
noting that department heads
participated in a televised
overview of warrant articles.

Additionally, she high-
lighted Pathfinder Regional
Vocational Technical High
School’s expansion into the
former Cold Spring School
in Belchertown, which will
add more than 150 new stu-
dent seats and new programs
including Medical Assisting,
Animal/Veterinary ~ Science,
and Public Safety.

Wolowicz concluded her
report with a public apolo-
gy for her handling of recent
meeting tensions. “I did not
mean in any way to create a
thought process that any of-
ficial had ill will,” she said.
“Sometimes I try to help too
much, but I recognize that
I need to let people handle
things themselves.”

Comcast Responds to
Rising Costs and
Channel Losses
Frustrations over ca-

ble service costs dominated
a discussion led by Select
Board member John Morrell,
who said residents are paying
more while losing key Bos-
ton stations like WHDH and
WCVB.

Eileen Leahy, Comcast’s
municipal representative,
explained that Monson falls
under the Springfield Desig-
nated Market Area (DMA),
which limits access to certain
Boston channels. “Program-
ming costs are set by the pro-
viders and passed on to us,’
she said. “We don’t control
what channels we can carry
outside our DMA.”

Leahy recommended the
company’s Now TV service
as a lower-cost alternative and
confirmed that NECN would
remain available to local sub-
scribers.

School Committee
Vacancy to Be Filled by
Appointment

Following the resigna-
tion of Colleen Flynn, whose
term ran through 2028, the
Board opted to fill the School

Committee vacancy through
a joint appointment process
with the School Committee
rather than holding a costly
special election.

Town Clerk Mary Wat-
son explained that applica-
tions are due October 17 and
clarified that the appointed
member will serve until the
next annual election, when
both a two-year and a three-
year term will appear on
the ballot. “If anyone has
questions about the process,
please reach out to my office,”
Watson said.

Financial Discussion:
Cautious Optimism Amid
Structural Challenges

A lengthy discussion
centered on Monson’s long-
term financial outlook. While
free cash and revenue pro-
jections show short-term sta-
bility, the town continues to
grapple with rising costs for
health insurance, equipment,
and infrastructure.

Wolowicz clarified that
the positive surplus reported
in the Palmer Journal reflects

only a single-year snapshot.
“The challenges come from
what’s ahead...our insurance
costs, inflation, and aging
equipment,” she said, noting
that the town’s new ambu-
lance cost $270,000 and a
new dump truck roughly the
same.

Board members also
cited Proposition 22 as a
limiting factor, as the town’s
allowable tax levy increases
cannot keep pace with infla-
tion.

Select Board member
John Morrell warned that
even substantial state grants
can create strain. “That $5
million bridge grant sounds
great, but it’s a state-con-
trolled project,” he said. “Our
highway surveyor shouldn’t
be burdened by it.”

Wolowicz added that
Monson continues to pursue
regionalization efforts, in-
cluding shared 911 dispatch,
public health, and animal
control services, to reduce
costs without sacrificing local
autonomy.

DEGNAN 1 from page 1

letic hall to his list of accom-
plishments.

Degnan, who retired after
the fall 2023 season, which
included his final state cham-
pionship, said he loved being
out there every day with the
players.

“I never thought of it as
a job,” Degnan said. “I loved
being there and loved coach-
ing the girls.”

Following his retirement,
he received United State Soc-
cer Coaches Association’s
Small Public Schools Girls
Coach award. Degnan went
out to California to receive
the honor in early 2024.

The national honor was
a fitting tribute for an ac-
complished coach who won
countless sectional titles,
along with the state champi-
onship.

During the last decade,
his teams were particularly
dominant, and he was able
to lead his group to victories
over much larger schools
on many occasions. He of-
ten sought to play a division
above Monson’s enrollment
in order to challenge his team,
and looked to play larger
schools in the regular season
to help ready his team for the
challenges they would face
in the new statewide tourna-
ment.

Through it all, Deg-
nan always has maintained
an even keel temper on the
bench, and his teams play
with composure and a great
deal of precision, showing he
gets the most from all of his
players.

He said having such great
players over the years led to
his success.

“I was fortunate to coach
so many quality players,” said

Degnan.

In many cases, even “re-
building” years, where he has
graduated many seniors the
previous season, have been
widely successful.

Degnan’s selection to the
Athletic Hall of Fame was
special in that the usual five-
year requirement by the selec-
tion committee was waived to
induct the coach this year. He
has only been retired from
coaching for two years. The
rule is usually that an induct-
ee be at least five years re-
moved from their role wheth-
er it be as a player, coach, or
contributor. The five-year rule
is standard among many halls
of fame in existence.

“The committee decided
to put him in with his out-
standing credentials,” said
James Duggan of the Hall of
Fame Committee.

Degnan said the induc-
tion was very meaningful to

him to be among names of
people who he admired.

“There are so many peo-
ple in the Hall of Fame that I
respect,” Degnan said. “This
is really special.”

While  Degnan  has
stopped coaching, you can
still find him at many games,
as he continues to show his
support for the girls soccer
program. He will have the
opportunity to once again
watch them host home games
in the upcoming Division 5
state tournament in a couple
of weeks.

Degnan  finished his
coaching career after 30
years, a couple of state cham-
pionships, six sectional titles,
14 leagues titles, and one of
the most important things
to him, nine sportsmanship
awards for his teams. He
spent 11 coaching junior var-
sity and then 19 years coach-
ing varsity.

Benches

Statues
Plot Maintenance
On-Site Lettering “ Restorations

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family
Custom Design Work

Cleaning “ Markers

Cemetery Signage

Monuments
Bronze Plaques

201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 * www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com
413-589-7564 Office

413-589-7588 Fax

Vases
Granite Signs

413-531-5360

32 Somers Rd.

RICHARD R. GREEN
— Insurance Agengy, Inc——

* AUTO ¢ HOME ¢ BUSINESS ¢ LIFE

® Great Locations ® Registry Service
* Quotes Gladly Given ® We Make Housecalls

Please Visit Our Website For an
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

Two Locations:

Monson, MA

128 Main St.

267-3495

Youth United
Kick-Off at First
Church of Monson

MONSON - The First
Church of Monson invites
all youth to join the Youth
United Kick-Off event on
Wednesday, Nov. 5, at 6
p.m. All are welcome to
come, connect, and take
part in an evening of fun,
food, and fellowship.

This exciting program
offers young people a safe
and supportive environ-
ment to connect with peers
and mentors, explore their
faith, and build lasting
friendships.

Throughout the year,
Youth  United partici-
pants can look forward
to monthly gatherings,

shared meals, engaging
discussions, service oppor-
tunities, faith exploration,
local excursions, and even
a mission trip.

The program aims to
help youth grow personally
and spiritually while mak-
ing a difference in their
community and beyond. It
also provides opportunities
for young participants to
develop leadership skills
and strengthen their foun-
dation for the future.

For more informa-
tion, contact Erin Wallace
at 413-668-7284 or Rev.
Dr. Holly Norwick at 413-
267-3312.

Opacum Land
Trust announces
fall events schedule

BRIMFIELD -
Opacum Land Trust pro-
grams are free and open to
the public unless otherwise
noted Mark your calendars
and RSVP now for these
upcoming events and help
us celebrate 25 years of
local land conservation.
To RSVP or for informa-
tion on any events, please
visit  www.OpacumLT.ort/
events/

Saturday, Nov. 8, 10
am. to 12 p.m.:. Woods
Walk at Stevens Brook
School Community Forest,
Holland

Join OLT Executive
Director, Laney Wilder,
and Holland Trails Asso-
ciation’s Dick Haller for a
walk to explore a portion of
the 150 acres that the Town

of Holland, Massachusetts
has acquired for recreation
and conservation with sup-
port from Opacum Land
Trust. We’ll hike for about
1.5 hours and explore this
beautiful, forested property
along Stevens Brook. Due
to a few steep sections and
uneven footing, this is a
moderate walk. Free pro-
gram, RSVP required.
Opacum Land Trustis a
non-profit conservation or-
ganization founded in 2000,
with a mission to protect the
land, water, and wildlife of
southcentral Massachusetts.
We currently protect 4,095
acres of land with the help
of our members and sup-
porters. For more informa-
tion go to www.opacumlt.
org or find us on Facebook.

Helping local
businesses

grow, thrive,
and succeed.

Many small businesses struggle to grow and secure funding.
QVCDC, with support from USDA and MassDevelopment,
guides entrepreneurs in the Quaboag Valley with practical
tools to strengthen operations, plan for growth, and prepare
for financing so their business can thrive.

or low cost.

Business development services

From start-up to growth stage, QVCDC offers one-on-one guidance to help
you strengthen operations, market your business, and manage finances.
Our flexible programs connect you with experienced advisors, many at no

Workshops and training

Build your skills and strengthen your business through QVCDC's hands-

on workshops and group training sessions. Designed for both new and
established businesses, these sessions cover business planning, marketing,
and financial management. Financial assistance may be available for
qualifying participants.

Loan applications and funding

Ready to launch or expand your business? QVCDC can guide you through

the lending process with support for business plan development, cash-flow
projections, and loan readiness. We'll help you prepare a strong application
and position your business for long-term success.

Hampden, MA
566-0028
1
N A 5;""5" Quaboag Valley ‘
e ity i bt Diccover how your
\{\ﬁ = busines:s can reach
Fax: 413-267-3496 o S new heights at
Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com """gs:'ﬁm QVCDC.org or call

Funding provided
in part by

413-967-3001.

www.richardgreeninsurance.com N MassDevelopment
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

ALASKA COAL STOVE 2020,
CHANNING I11, Model 140, paddle
feed. Very good condition. Excellenct
source to heat up to 85000 BTUs. 48”
hearth pad included. Reasonable of-
fer. 413-238-5986.

RETIRED ELECTRICIAN
TOOLS OF ALL KINDS

Priced for quick sale.

2007 Ford E150 Van
w/shelving, bins, racks, etc.
Electrician Tools ¢ Carpenter Tools
* Mechanic Tools  Plumbers Tools.

SERVICES WANTED

NEED SNOWPLOWING THIS WIN-
TER for 350’ gravel driveway by 9 a.m. in
Belchertown on Old Bay Road. Call 413-
687-1090.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-658-8535 413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
ARA JUNK
FIREWOOD FURNITURE
REMOVAL
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality &
volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

SEASONED CORD HARD WOOD.
Cut and split. $250 per cord or $150 for 1/2
cord plus delivery fee. COD. Russell 413-
426-4123

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware,
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans,
advertising  tins,hunting, fishing,
signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.
Call Paul 413-206-8688.

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046-A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

HOME IMPROVEMENT

“Walker

Home Improvement

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing + Drywall »
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552/

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS
BLOWER & LAWNMOWER

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.

Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT DIE-
SEL MECHANIC - In charge of daily
repairs & maintenance on trucks as well as
keeping equipment records/ordering parts.
Health insurance/vacation. Mon-Fri. Come
& meet with us!
RB ENTERPRISES
Ludiow, MA -+ 413 583-8393

____AUTO |
CASH FOR
ITH Y

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

Read your local
newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

A o=
1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8
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13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 2 | B | 24 e
25 asgfrcs | 26 msgpree| 27 sasgfrce| 28 Base s
29 Basganss | 30 Pestaro| 31 B | 32 e
33 B | 34 Besetnng | 39 Begsigs| 36 B sa
37 e Bestraes | 39 Bagassy| 40 B
Name: Phone:

Address:

Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks:

X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard aVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvv
Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

m

.

WEST

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

APARTMENT: WEST SPRINGFIELD,
$1775. Private, quiet, dead-end street,
kitchen, living area, 2 bedrm., 1 bath,
sunroom or extra living space. Stackable
washer/dryer, patio. NO PETS! Storage! 2
entrance ways! Driveway parking! All utili-
ties included. 413-231-7757.

VACATION
RENTALS

OTIS RESERVOIR. COTTAGE for rent
on the water. 2 bedroom, available April
1-Jan. 1. Weekly rental $2500. Call 413-
214-2680.

|_FOR RENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Subscribe Today!

Turley%

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Public Nnotices

LEGAL NOTICE
Town of Holland
Public Hearing
Tuesday, November 4, 2025
6:00 PM
in the Holland Town Hall
27 Sturbridge Road,
Holland, MA 01521
FY22/23

Community Development
Block Grant Remaining Funds

The Holland Select Board
will conduct a public hearing on
Tuesday, November 4, 2025, at
6:00 p.m. at the Holland Town
Hall located at 27 Sturbridge
Road, Holland, MA regarding
its FY22/23 CDBG grant per-
formance to include the potential
use of remaining funds after the
completion of the Union Road
Infrastructure Improvement Proj-
ect. During the hearing an over-
view of the potential projects to
include infrastructure improve-
ments or Engineer design for the
areas of Over the Top Road, For-
est Park Drive, Pinecrest Drive,
Knollwood Road, ADA Study on
Municipal Buildings and Proper-
ties and Other projects vocalized
during the meeting. The Select
Board will seek public input on
the project.

All persons with questions or
comments regarding the perfor-
mance review will have an oppor-
tunity to be heard. Persons who
require special accommodations
for the hearing should contact
the town several days prior to the
hearing date at (413)-245-7108
ext. 101. Those unable to attend
can send written comments to the
Holland Town Administrator, 27
Sturbridge Road, Holland, Ma
01521, Attn: Stacy Stout.

For further information con-
tact Sarah Maroney at PVPC at
(413) 781-6045 or smaroney@
pvpc.org.

10/16, 10/23/2025

TOWN OF PALMER
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40 A, Sections
6 & 11 M.G.L. the Palmer Zon-
ing Board of Appeals will hold a
Public Hearing on Monday, No-
vember 10th, 2025 at 6:15PM
at the Palmer Town Administra-
tion Building, 4417 Main Street,
Palmer, MA.

The applicant, Scott Giard,
is requesting a Finding under
§171.83] of the Palmer Zoning
Ordinance to allow for the re-
placement of an existing shed
with a larger shed in the setback.
The property is located at 1287
South Main Street, Palmer, MA.
This parcel is also known as As-
sessor’s Map 55, Lot 165.

A copy of the application may
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard

on the application can contact
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s
(MNPA) website (http:/mass
publicnotices.org).

Dennis Fountain, Chairman
Palmer Zoning Board of Appeals
10723, 10/30/2025

TOWN OF PALMER
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40 A, Sections
6 & 11 M.G.L. the Palmer Zon-
ing Board of Appeals will hold a
Public Hearing on Monday, No-
vember 10th, 2025 at 6:00PM
at the Palmer Town Administra-
tion Building, 4417 Main Street,
Palmer, MA.

The applicant, Richard Dran-
ka, is requesting a Finding under
§171.83] of the Palmer Zoning
Ordinance to allow for the con-
struction of an addition four feet
into the setback. The property
is located at 3118 South Main
Street, Bondsville, MA. This par-
cel is also known as Assessor’s
Map 86, Lot 112.

A copy of the application may
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard
on the application can contact
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s
(MNPA) website (http://mass-
publicnotices.org).

Dennis Fountain, Chairman
Palmer Zoning Board of Appeals
10/23, 10/30/2025

Palmer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the Wet-
land Protection Act, MGL c.131
s.40, and the Town of Palmer
Wetlands Bylaws, the Conser-
vation Commission will hold
a public hearing at 6:40 PM,
Tuesday, November 4, 2025 at
the Town Building, 4417 Main
Street, Palmer, MA to consider a
Notice of Intent application for
the proposed construction of a
residential home, domestic well,
leach facility, and driveway. Dis-
turbance is proposed in the 100-
foot Buffer Zone to Bordering
Vegetated Wetland (BVW). No
work is proposed to occur with-
in the 50-foot No Disturb Zone
to this wetland resource area.
The project location is Lot 4
Peterson Road (Map 14, Lot 17-
13), Palmer, MA. The applicant
making the request is Hampden
Homebuyers.

Any interested person wishing
to be heard on the application
should appear at the time and
place designated.

Donald Blais, Jr., Chair,
Palmer Conservation
Commission

10/23/2025

Palmer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the Wet-
land Protection Act, MGL c.131
s.40, and the Town of Palmer
Wetlands Bylaws, the Conser-
vation Commission will hold
a public hearing at 6:50 PM,
Tuesday, November 4, 2025 at
the Town Building, 4417 Main
Street, Palmer, MA to consider a
Notice of Intent application for
earth removal operations. Earth
removal operations that would
impact the 100-foot Buffer Zone
to Bordering Vegetated Wetland
(BVW) include site clearing,
topsoil stockpiling, earth remov-
al operations, and vegetation
restoration. No work is proposed
to occur within the 50-foot No
Disturb Zone to this wetland re-
source area. The project location
is Ware Street (Map 37, Lot 15),
Thorndike, Palmer, MA. The ap-
plicant making the request is JT
Brown Nominee Trust.

Any interested person wishing
to be heard on the application
should appear at the time and
place designated.

Donald Blais, Jr., Chair
Palmer Conservation
Commission

10/23/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD17P2076PM
In the matter of:
Cooper John Magan
of Palmer, MA
Protected Person/
Disabled Person/Respondent
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
CONSERVATOR’S
ACCOUNT

To the named Respondent
and all other interested persons,
you are hereby notified pursuant
to Rule 72 of the Supplemental
Rules of the Probate & Family
Court, that the fifth to the sev-
enth account(s) of Meredith
Oliver of Palmer, MA as
Conservator of the property of
said Respondent has or have
been presented to the Court for
allowance.

You have the right to object
to the account(s). If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appearance
and objection at this court on or
before 10:00 A.M. on the return
date of 11/13/2025. This day is

NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line date by which you have to
object to the account(s). If you
fail to file the written appearance
and objection by the return date,
action may be taken in this mat-
ter without further notice to you,
including the allowance of the
account(s).

Additionally, within thirty
days after said return day (or
within such other time as the
Court upon motion may order),
you must file a written affidavit
of objections stating the specific
facts and grounds upon which
each objection is based and a
copy shall be served upon the
Conservator pursuant to Rule 3
of the Supplemental Rules of the
Probate & Family Court.

You have the right to send to
the Conservator, by registered or
certified mail, a written request
to receive a copy of the Petition
and account(s) at no cost to you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this pro-
ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expense.

Witness, Hon. Barbara M.
Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: October 09, 2025
Rosemary A. Saccamoni
Register of Probate
10/23/2025

(SEAL)

THE COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF
THE TRIAL COURT
Docket Number:

25 SM 003114
ORDER OF NOTICE

To: May Nsubuga; Ritah
Nalunga

and to all persons entitled to
the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C.
¢. 50 §3901 (et seq):

CMG Mortgage, Inc.

claiming to have an interest in
a Mortgage covering real prop-
erty in Three Rivers (Palmer),
numbered 37 North Street, given
by May Nsubuga, Ritah Nalunga
to Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., as nominee
for CMG Mortgage, Inc. dba
CMG Home Loans, dated July
17, 2023, and recorded in the
Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 25081, Page 149,
and now held by the Plaintiff by
assignment, has/have filed with
this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defen-
dants’ Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently
have been, in the active military

olm|zlo|z|O|>»|z|m|lw

The Journal Register

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

e Stump Grinding
e Bobcat Work

e Furnace Wood
* Firewood $275/cord

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References
e Hazardous Tree Removal

e Lot Clearing ® Storm work

« 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR "
e Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
* 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119 < C: 978-888-1693

LOWER PRICES

T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

GENTER-CUT PORK LOIN

CHOPS or ROAST........cossuns

' 55 %
=EEE

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF T’BONE or

52%9

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN RIB END or

LOIN END ROAST ..ooussssssse
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USDA INSP.

USDA INSP. STORE CUT BONE-IN
HAM sTEAK ARRRRRRENRRRRRRERRRNRRRNEDD
SLICED IN OUR DELI
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USDA INSP.

MONTEREY JACK CHEESE

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD BBQ MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS.....................?3‘Ilio9

KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS 53%5

3399 FRESH BONE ESS ﬁ\Dﬁ'i'NYSFHﬁErFROZEN
b
BEEF TOP SIRLOIN ™\ GLICKEN WINGS s 15 546 B o
S99 STEAKS USDA INSP. FROZEN MATLAWS
65"\ $777 / STUFED CLAMS e, 5622
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GrouUSDAINSP. S TALAPIA FILLETS .o B
T 90 Meat Outlet © JETECLES
518 : e
SE)29 i /L HOURS: wor e, | |413-737-1288

SALE DATES:

PORTERHOUSE STEAK
5989
b

10/21/25-10/28/25 BUY DIRECT FOR

service of the United States of
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act.
If you object to a foreclosure of
the above-mentioned property
on that basis, then you or your
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court
at Three Pemberton Square,
Boston, MA 02108 on or before
December 1, 2025, or you may
lose the opportunity to challenge
the foreclosure on the ground of
noncompliance with the Act.
Witness, Gordon H. Piper,
Chief Justice of this Court on
October 14, 2025.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
28304
10/23/2025

MORTGAGEE’S
NOTICE OF

SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain Mortgage given by Brid-
get K. Sloan and Joseph C. Sloan
to Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., as nominee
for The Federal Savings Bank,
its successors and assigns, dated
November 16, 2018 and recorded
with the Hampden County Reg-
istry of Deeds at Book 22449,
Page 172, subsequently assigned
to U.S. Bank National Associ-
ation by Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as
nominee for The Federal Savings
Bank, its successors and assigns
by assignment recorded in said
Hampden County Registry of
Deeds at Book 23042, Page 332
for breach of the conditions of
said Mortgage and for the pur-
pose of foreclosing same will be
sold at Public Auction at 11:00
AM on November 6, 2025 at 92
Wales Road, Brimfield, MA, all
and singular the premises de-
scribed in said Mortgage, to wit:
The land with buildings there-
on in BRIMFIELD, Hampden
County, Massachusetts, being
further bounded and described as
follows:

The land being shown as Lot
4 on the westerly side of Wales
Road, Brimfield, Hampden
County, Massachusetts, on sheet
1 of 2 on a plan entitled “PLAN
OF LAND, BRIMFIELD, MA,
PREPARED FOR: JEFFREY
L. PAULIN”, dated March 26,
2004, drawn by Fancy Land
Surveying, 3 Hastings Road,
Spencer, MA and recorded with
the Hampden County Registry
of Deeds in Book of Plans 333,
Page 53 and Book of Plans 333,
Page 54. Said Lot 4 containing
1.532 acres (66,750 +/- square
feet) according to said plan. For
title reference see Deed Book
22449, Page 128.

The premises are to be sold
subject to and with the benefit
of all easements, restrictions,
encroachments, building and
zoning laws, liens, unpaid taxes,

tax titles, water bills, municipal
liens and assessments, rights of
tenants and parties in possession,
and attorney’s fees and costs.
TERMS OF SALE: A de-
posit of TEN THOUSAND
DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS
($10,000.00) in the form of a
certified check, bank treasurer’s
check or money order will be
required to be delivered at or be-
fore the time the bid is offered.
The successful bidder will be re-
quired to execute a Foreclosure
Sale Agreement immediately af-
ter the close of the bidding. The
balance of the purchase price
shall be paid within thirty (30)
days from the sale date in the
form of a certified check, bank
treasurer’s check or other check
satisfactory to Mortgagee’s at-
torney. The Mortgagee reserves
the right to bid at the sale, to re-
ject any and all bids, to continue
the sale and to amend the terms
of the sale by written or oral
announcement made before or
during the foreclosure sale. If the
sale is set aside for any reason,
the Purchaser at the sale shall be
entitled only to a return of the
deposit paid. The purchaser shall
have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgag-
ee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.
The description of the premises
contained in said mortgage shall
control in the event of an error in
this publication. TIME WILL BE
OF THE ESSENCE.
Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the sale.
U.S. BANK NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION
Present Holder of said
Mortgage,

By Its Attorneys,
ORLANS LAW GROUP PLLC
PO Box 540540
Waltham, MA 02454
Phone: (781) 790-7800
22-003513
10/16, 10/23, 10/30/2025
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OUTSIDE

of the

BIG
BOX

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

LOCAL KETONE
PROMOTER
Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF
Retail Prices

USDA INSP. FRESH

PRICES IN
ARE AT OR BEL

BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 12 516,000 1 B8

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 1015 516 # 4%

s SAVINGS  SELECTION » SERVICE

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.
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Warning: May Cause Roof Gawking.

Window World of Western Mass. is an
Owens Corning Preferred Platinum Partner,
less than 1% of all roofing contractors have
earned this distinction.

Your roof does more than protect, it
represents up to 40% of your home’s
exterior design. So, when you invest in a
new roof, you shouldn’t just like the results.
You should love them.

FAMILY-OWNED.
NO SUBCONTRACTORS.

OF WESTERN MASS

413-485-7335 ¢ WindowWorldOfWesternMA.com ¢ Belchertown ¢ Westfield ¢« Adams




