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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Runners 
and spectators filled down-
town Monson on Sunday af-
ternoon, October 26, for the 
29th annual Monson Me-
morial Classic Half Mar-
athon and 5K, a cherished 

community tradition that 
continues to blend athletic 
challenge with heartfelt re-
membrance and charitable 
giving.

The event was first or-
ganized in 1996, held in 
memory of sisters Kelly 
Waldron and Kathy Wal-

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – The Palmer 
Public Library was trans-
formed into a whimsical 
“magical night market” on 
Thursday, October 24, as 
teens filled the building for 
an evening of costumes, 
crafts, fortune-telling, and 
festive fun during the li-
brary’s second annual Hal-
loween Party.

The event, hosted by 
Youth Services Librarian Ol-
ivia Chartrand, drew dozens 
of families for an evening of 
hands-on activities, games, 
and creative performances 
that brought a sense of mag-
ic and imagination to the li-
brary’s community space.

“This isn’t our first-ev-
er Halloween party, but it’s 
the second one I’ve hosted,” 
Chartrand said. “We used 
to have someone else run it 
a few years ago, and when 
they moved on, I picked it 
back up last year. So this 
is the second in a row and 
we’re really proud of how 
it’s grown.”

Chartrand credited the 
event’s success to her Youth 
Advisory Board, a group of 
local kids aged 10 and up 

who meet regularly to help 
plan programs, advise on 
youth collections, and brain-
storm new ideas.

“They really helped 
create the concept for the 
party,” Chartrand said. 
“They came up with activ-
ities, helped decorate, and 
brought so much energy to 

the whole thing. It’s their 
creativity that really shapes 
what we do here.”

This year’s event adopt-
ed the theme of a magical 
night market, introducing 
new experiences for attend-
ees. Stations were set up 

Motion 
to shrink 
Select 
Board 
fails

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Over 400 
of Monson’s residents filled 
the Granite Valley Middle 
School auditorium Monday 
night as voters tackled a 
32-article warrant at the Oct. 
27 Special Town Meeting, 
with most financial items 
passing easily and extended 
debate reserved for two is-
sues: the powers of the po-
lice chief and the size of the 
Select Board.

Moderator Laurent 
“Larry” MacDonald opened 
the evening by reminding 
residents that town meeting 
“is the purest form of democ-
racy still practiced today,” 
urging participants to speak 
respectfully and follow par-
liamentary procedure. He 
thanked town officials, Fi-
nance Committee members, 
and volunteers who helped 
organize the session, noting 
that “we form the town’s leg-
islative body and act on mat-
ters important to all of us.”

Annual Monson 
Memorial Classic 
marks 29th year

SPECIAL
TOWN MEETING

PALMER

Magical Night 
Madam Celestara Moonwhisperer gave many tarot readings to many of the patrons of the 
magical night market.
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer High 
School’s longtime field hock-
ey coach, Heather Korzec, has 
been named the 2024 Massa-
chusetts State Field Hockey 

Coach of the Year, an honor 
recognizing her leadership, 
perseverance, and dedication 
to a program that has weath-
ered years of challenges while 
continuing to build a founda-
tion for the sport’s future in 
town.

Korzec, who first began 
coaching in 2001, said the rec-

ognition came as a surprise. 
“I believe I was nominated by 
[athletic director] Matt Mar-
ciniak, and then it goes to a 
board within the MIAA,” she 
said. “I was notified about 
three weeks ago. I don’t really 
know the whole process, but 
I’m very grateful.”

Despite receiving the 

award for a season in which 
Palmer did not record a win, 
Korzec’s impact was felt far 
beyond the scoreboard. The 
2024 season was one of re-
building and reflection, as she 
worked to sustain the program 
and advocate for changes that 
could keep smaller teams like 
Palmer’s competitive.

“In the last few years, I’ve 
seen several Western Mass 
programs dissolve,” Korzec 
explained. “We used to play 
Pioneer Valley Regional and 
Athol, but both dropped their 
teams. I’ve probably seen five 
programs disappear since I 
started coaching. When you 
don’t have a feeder program 
and you’re playing against 
schools that do, you can get 
beat up every game and kids 
lose interest.”

Determined to prevent 
that from happening in Palm-
er, Korzec analyzed the five-
year records of field hockey 
programs across Western Mas-
sachusetts and developed a 
realignment proposal aimed at 
balancing competition among 
schools. Her plan, which 
gained support from other 
coaches and was ultimately 
adopted by athletic directors, 
took effect for the 2025 sea-
son.

“It really worked out,” 
Korzec said. “It’s made a huge 

difference. The upper-level 
teams now face stronger com-
petition, which helps them in 
the state tournament rankings, 
while programs like ours get 
the chance to play more com-
petitive, balanced games.”

That shift has already 
shown results. Although Palm-
er’s 2025 season has been 
marked by injuries, the Pan-
thers have earned their first win 
since 2019 or 2020 and posted 
a record of 2-11-2 heading into 
the fall’s final stretch.

“Our team is learning 
how to win,” Korzec said. 
“They haven’t had that ex-
perience in so long, but now 
they’re playing full games and 
fighting until the end. We’ve 
had several one-goal games 
and come-from-behind ties. 

Korzec named 2024 Massachusetts State Field Hockey Coach of the Year
PALMER

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – At a special 
district meeting held earlier 
this month on Wednesday, 
October 22, Palmer Fire Dis-
trict 1 voters approved two 
financial transfer articles 
aimed at closing a state-de-
fined spending deficit tied to 

the department’s transition 
to a full-time ambulance ser-
vice. Officials emphasized 
throughout the evening that 
the actions were strictly pro-
cedural and required to com-
ply with state Department of 
Revenue (DOR) rules.

District Moderator Steve 
Marhelewicz opened the 
meeting by clarifying that the 

$357,975.44 deficit reflected 
an accounting requirement 
rather than an operational 
shortfall. “These are state 
rules, and they don’t make 
any sense,” he said, urging 
residents not to interpret the 
articles as a sign of misman-
agement. “We’re not spend-

Fire District allocates funds to 
help with ambulance deficit

PALMER
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Heather Korzec with the 2025 Palmer Field Hockey team. 	 Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

The primary games and seating for the party were in the 
community room and the dim lighting with the addition of 
colored string lights gave the area a very magical feel.

Submitted photo

The 5K Men’s Winner: Nicholas Kratovil with a time of 18:37.

at the 
library

Heather Korzec, winner of the 
2024 Field Hockey Coach of 
the Year.

*** *
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The Mon-
son High School parking lot 
was filled with laughter, cos-
tumes, and candy on Saturday 
evening as families gathered 
for the 12th annual “Trunk or 
Treat,” hosted by the Monson 
High School PTSA.

The event, which has 
become a cherished autumn 
tradition for local families, 
brought together roughly 30 
decorated trunks. Each trunk 
is hosted by community 
members, parent volunteers, 
and local organizations in-
cluding the Monson Police 
and Fire Departments.

“This is our 12th year 
doing Trunk or Treat,” said 
Denise Newland, president of 
the Monson PTSA. “We’ve 
held it at the high school for 
the last three years now. Be-
fore that, we were up at Quar-
ry Hill for several years, but 
this location is definitely big-
ger and much easier for park-
ing and access.”

The high school’s large 
parking lot allowed families 
to spread out, creating a safe 
and festive environment for 
children to collect candy, ad-
mire costumes, and partici-
pate in the event’s signature 
activity, voting for their favor-
ite decorated trunk.

“We usually get some-
where between 200 and 300 
kids coming through,” New-
land explained. “We hand out 
voting tickets so they can pick 
their favorite trunk. That gives 
us a good idea of how many 
people attend each year.”

This year’s top three 
“Best Trunk” winners re-
ceived donated gift certifi-
cates to local favorites:   The 
Better Bean, Adam’s, and 

Maria’s Pizza.
Beyond the candy and 

costumes, Newland empha-
sized that Trunk or Treat 
plays an important role in 

strengthening community 
ties, particularly in a town 
like Monson, where homes 
can be spread far apart.

“Trunk or Treat is great 
for the little kids, and it’s 
especially good for families 
who don’t live in a central 
neighborhood,” she said. 
“It gives everyone a safe, 

welcoming place to trick-
or-treat…and it’s a way for 
people who might not get 
any trick-or-treaters at home 
to still take part in the fun of 
giving out candy.”

She added that the event 
also helps connect new fam-
ilies with the local schools 
and educators. “A lot of the 

trunks are run by preschool, 
kindergarten, and elemen-
tary school teachers,” New-
land said. “It’s a really good 
community-building event, a 
chance for young families to 
get to know the schools, the 
staff, and each other.”

As parents mingled and 
children dashed from trunk 
to trunk in creative costumes, 
the evening highlighted what 
Newland described as the true 
spirit of the event: communi-
ty connection, childhood joy, 
and safe, inclusive fun.

“It’s a smaller step for 
the little kids before Hal-
loween night,” she said with 
a smile, “and it’s also a safe 
area where parents can let 
them explore a bit more free-
ly. That’s what makes it so 
special.”

The PTSA plans to con-
tinue the tradition next year, 
keeping Monson’s Halloween 
spirit alive and welcoming for 
all.

MHS hosts annual ‘Trunk or Treat’

Contact 
Sue Como

(413)
531-9098

www.BuyRiteHome.com

LAND FOR SALE
Palmer 39+ acres, town swr dev pos.  $499,900 
Belchertown 7.5 acres with twn util. $149,900
Belchertown 4.2 acres with twn util. $99,900
Hampden 6.95 acres $80,000
Hardwick 11+ acres 2 percs $159,900
New Braintree 4.5 acres perc test $56,000
New Salem 5.8 acres perc $94,900

CALL FOR 
DETAILS AND 
LOCATIONS

Land is in demand 
all shapes and sizes. 
Hire a Land Specialist 

like myself to list and sell 
your land parcel.

WARREN: 170 BRIDGE ST. - Oversized 
cape on 3+ acres, privately set off the 
road, fresh paint, some new flooring and 
windows installed.  Open floor plan with 
fireplaced familyroom, cabinet packed 
kitchen, first floor bedroom and potential 
for full bath in the walkout basement.  
So many extras here stop in to the open 
house and don’t 
miss out.  $525,000 

WARE: 214 OLD BELCHERTOWN 
RD  - Beautiful log home set 
on 5+ acres near the Quabbin, 
oversized two car garage with 
workshop area.  Open living room 
area, granite counters, lower-
level family rooms, enclosed four 
season sunroom on the front.   
$585,000

HOMES FOR SALE

 OPEN HOUSE SUN., NOV. 2ND, 11-1

WARE – Commercial building 
on over 4 acres.  Multiple garage 
space, multiple office spaces.  
Great rental potential rent to one 
person or split up and rent to a 
few.  So much potential here for 
the price.  $280,000

SQUIER OIL
~ EST 1874 MONSON ~

Do you care about your environment?
Want to be more green?

Then Use Bio Heating Oil!

We make it easy to be 
environmentally responsible 

without giving up comfort and relability!

Email: squieroil@verizon.net

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

• Sump Pumps
• Footing Drains
• Gravity Drains
• Landscape Drainage
• Crawlspaces • Bulkheads

FREE ESTIMATES 
HIC #216492

(413) 279-9133
drynestllc.com 

Basement Waterproofing

Fran Jacques shows off as a vampire with a sick blood red ride.          Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Matthew, little Mason, and Megan Walch all enjoy the trunk-or-
treat festivities.

A Beetlejuice-themed trunk stood out among the displays.The Monson Fire Department invited kids to spray a hose to knock over a mini skeleton.

The Monson Police Department brought Santa and his elves to hand out candy. The Grinch was “locked up” in the police cruiser, delighting trick-or-treaters.
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.con

BRIMFIELD – The 
Brimfield Recreation Asso-
ciation celebrated more than 
10 years of festive Halloween 
tradition on Saturday evening 
with its annual Trunk or Treat 
event, held once again at the 
Brimfield Winery. What began 
as a small community gather-
ing in the Brimfield Elementa-
ry School parking lot has since 
grown into one of the town’s 
most anticipated seasonal cel-
ebrations, now drawing hun-
dreds of families and dozens 
of creatively decorated cars.

Event organizer Sarah 
Rogers said the 2025 edition 
brought in approximately 40 
to 45 decorated trunks, each 
hosted by local families, busi-
nesses, and community groups 
offering candy and seasonal 
cheer to children from across 
the area.

“We started out small at 
the elementary school, and 
now the winery has been 
our home for the last sever-
al years,” Rogers said. “It’s a 
great space, and we love the 
partnership with Brimfield 
Winery. We’ve had as many 
as a thousand children come 
through in past years.”

The annual Trunk or 
Treat is made possible through 
a combination of community 
support and volunteer effort. 
Rogers noted that police and 
fire personnel are on-site each 
year to help with safety and 
crowd management, while a 
local DJ provides music to 
keep the atmosphere lively.

In addition to trick-or-
treating, the event traditionally 
features a children’s costume 
contest and various Hallow-
een-themed activities. This 
year’s celebration was expect-

ed to run for about two hours, 
with visitors arriving steadily 
throughout the evening.

“We just try to keep a 
steady flow going so it doesn’t 
bottleneck,” Rogers explained. 
“It’s usually just the beginning 
that gets a little crazy, but once 
it starts moving, it’s a smooth 
go.”

In previous years, the 
event included a public voting 
system for the best-decorated 
car, but due to limited volun-
teer availability, this year’s 
winners will be selected in-
formally by a small group of 
judges; including both adults 
and children asked to share 
their favorites.

“We didn’t have enough 
volunteers to manage a full 
voting system this time,” Rog-
ers said. “But we still want to 
recognize creativity and make 
sure everyone has fun with it.”

Rogers emphasized the 
ongoing need for community 
participation to help the event 
continue thriving.

“We could always use 
more volunteers to keep this 
running,” she said. “It’s a big 
turnout every year, and we’re 
so thankful to the winery 
for letting us use their field 
and to everyone… our pub-
lic safety departments, our 
community partners, and all 
the families who come out to 

make it special.”
The evening’s festivities 

included music, costumes, and 
candy galore; a reminder of 
how long-standing traditions, 
even those that began mod-
estly, can grow into signature 
community events through 
shared effort and hometown 
pride.

VOLUNTEER EVENT 
COORDINATION TEAM 

Lee Williams—Directror
Tara Slozak - Coordinator

John Cote  
Jack Perry 

Steve Slozak
Rachel Meacham

Photography:
Sarah Fahey

MUSICIANS 
Jordyn Doyle-Anthem 

Steve Cleary 
Quaboag Highlanders Pipes & Drums

Thank you to our
Platinum Sponsor:
Town of Monson

-We appreciate your support!

Thank you to our Gold Sponsor
Tree House Brewing Company for

your generous support 

Monson Savings Bank is proud to be a
Silver Sponsor of the 29th annual Monson

Memorial Classic. This event, held in
honor of Kelly Waldron and Kathy

Waldron Perry, truly demonstrates the
values held by the Town of Monson.

Monson is a close-knit, family-oriented
community with strong principles. We

thank the Event Coordination Team and
all of the volunteers for organizing this

special event. Our thoughts and prayers
go out to Kelly and Kathy’s loved ones. 

Daniel R. Moriarty 
Monson Savings Bank 

President & CEO 

Thank you to our Silver Sponsor
Monson Savings Bank for your

generous support 

29th Annual

Food Prepared By:
Nosh Café and Restaurant
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Anna and Elsa from ‘Frozen’ sat in a sleigh.

BRA marks decade of ‘Trunk or Treat’

A car-size AT-AT walker, Stormtrooper, and Princess Leia 
brought Star Wars to this trunk-or-treat.

The Wizard of Oz came to life with a themed doorway and a 
hidden “wizard” peeking through the “O” in Oz.

The Jurassic Park display was complete with dinosaurs and the iconic movie soundtrack.A vintage circus rolled into town, featuring a strongman, jester, and carnival announcer.

Visitors stopped by a mystical 
trunk where a live fortune 
teller read their futures.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Glinda the Good Witch, Dorothy, the Scarecrow, and the talking 
tree joined forces for another Wizard of Oz setup.
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Letters to the 
editor policy
Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, 
and guest columns between 
500-800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require that the 
person submitting the opinion 
also include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone 
number. We must confirm au-
thorship prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or with-
hold any submissions deemed 
to be libelous, unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal attacks, or 
defamation of character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com
The submission deadline for
consideration is Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up to 
250 words from local residents endorsing 
candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to journalregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes (it 
will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will 
be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be 
printed. If the volume of letters received is 
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a rep-
resentative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about con-
tested races for Congress, state Senate, 
state House, district attorney and Governor’s 
Council during the weeks leading up to the 
election, as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases 
will be printed, nor will reporters cover polit-
ical rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may 
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about 
paid advertising in The Journal Register.

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Dan Flynn
dflynn@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The
Journal Register

@ Journal Register

WEB
www.journalregister.turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

The Journal Register (USPS 418-940) 
is published every Thursday by Turley 

Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 
01069. Telephone (413) 283-8393,  

Fax  (413) 289-1977. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes

to The Journal Register,
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
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Viewpoints

I miss the days of carving 
pumpkins with 
the kids. 

Last year was 
the first year 
time got 
away from 
us and we 
just didn’t 
get around to 
doing it.  

I guess 
the rituals  ar-
en’t quite as im-
portant as they used to be 
when the girls were younger. 
Alas, time marches on.

I still got a kick out of 
decorating the porch with 
pumpkins, big and small, or-
ange and white. Not a Jack-
o’-Lantern to be seen, just a 
pretty autumnal scene. 

It is safe to say that 
we New Englanders have a 
fond affection for the pump-
kin. And by the look of the 
neighborhood, we enjoy this 
fruit (yes, fruit) more on our 
doorsteps these days than 
we do in our kitchens.  

This wasn’t always the 
case; in fact, the pumpkin 
was a staple in the diets of 
Native Americans long be-
fore the pilgrims set foot on 
Plymouth Rock.  

The pumpkin is thought 
to have originated in Mex-
ico. Seeds found there of 
a distant Cucurbit relative 
were dated all the way back 
to 7000 to 5500 B.C.! In our 
more recent past, Native 
Americans taught colonists 
how to plant pumpkins; soon 
they became indispensable 
in their diets.  

The hard outer skin of 
the pumpkin allowed it to be 
stored for a long period of 
time, sustaining the commu-
nity throughout the winter 
months. It was also versatile, 
used in stews, bread baking, 
and even in desserts.   

Historians speculate 

that the pumpkin pie may 
have evolved from the centu-
ry’s long practice of remov-
ing the top of a pumpkin, 
straining out the seeds and 
more stringy flesh, adding 
milk, honey and spices and 
baking it for hours in hot 
coals. Today, we continue 
to enjoy pumpkin pie, but 
mainly as a holiday treat.  

When carving pump-
kins became more and more 
trendy, breeders concen-
trated their efforts on large, 
elongated, hard-skinned and 
sturdy pumpkins, in other 
words, those that would lend 
themselves best to a spooky 
face. These, however, may 
not be the most satisfying to 
our taste buds.  

The smaller, “sug-
ar-type” pumpkin is more 
appetizing in texture and 
taste.  

Many of you already 
know that pumpkins are 
good for you too! The dark 
orange color of the flesh is 
a giveaway that, just like 
carrots, yams and win-
ter squash, the pumpkin is 
packed with beta carotene, 
the precursor to vitamin A.  

Researchers have long 
been touting the benefits of 
beta carotene to ward off 
infection and some types of 
cancer. It may also slow the 
aging process.  

Besides that, pumpkins 
contain a healthy dose of po-

tassium and fiber, are low in 
sodium and are fat free. In-

cidentally, pumpkin 
seeds when con-
sumed regular-
ly have shown 

to keep the 
p r o s t a t e 
healthy. 

T h e y 
also contain a 

healthy dose of mag-
nesium.

Did you ever 
wonder where the tradi-

tion of carving Jack-o’-Lan-
terns originated? It is thanks 
in part to an the Irish folk 
tale of Stingy Jack, an unsa-
vory figure who unwelcome 
in Heaven, outsmarted the 
devil and was left to roam 
the earth with only a burning 
coal to light his way.  Ac-
cording to the legend, Jack 
put the coal in a carved out 
turnip (which he was fond 
of stealing!) and has been 
roaming ever since.  

“Jack of the Lantern” 
has become simply “Jack- 
o’-Lantern.” In Scotland and 
Ireland people made their 
own Jack-o’-Lanterns out of 
turnips or potatoes. In En-
gland, large beets were used.  
The tradition came with the 
immigrants to America; here 
they found the pumpkin per-
fect for carving. And so it 
has continued! Maybe I will 
have to carve one myself, 
just for old time’s sake.

Roberta McQuaid 
graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massa-
chusetts. For 33 years she 
has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Stur-
bridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Garden-
ing Question” in the subject 
line.  

Pumpkins of lore and legend

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
I recently heard the 

tail end of a radio pro-
gram, which was discuss-
ing “signing up for my 
Social Security account.” 

I am now 76 years old 
and have been receiving 
my SSA monthly amount 
directly into a credit union 
account for years. Since 
the time when I applied to 
begin receiving Social Se-
curity, I have had no need 
to contact SSA again since 
everything is working 
fine. I do not like having to 
use the Internet. It seems 
the government is just 
giving me busy work and 
requiring me to remember 
usernames, passwords, 
etc. just when I am trying 
desperately to simplify 
my life. Can you shed any 
light on the need to sign 
up for an online SSA ac-
count by answering this:

1) What is the back-
ground regarding this 
“call” by the SSA to cre-
ate an online account?

2) Why is the SSA 
wanting us to have “ac-
counts”? Mysteriously, no 
one I have asked is able to 
give me a reason why we 
should have “accounts” 
on-line. 

3) What happens if I 
do not sign-up for an “ac-
count”?

4) Is there a window 
of time during which we 
must “sign up”?

Thanking you in ad-
vance for any light you 
can shed on this issue. 

Signed: 
Concerned Senior

Dear Concerned: 
While creating an 

online Social Security 
account is recommend-
ed by the Social Security 
Administration, doing so 
is more of a convenience 
than a necessity. 

It is mainly a way 
to confirm your identity 
to Social Security in ad-
vance, in case you need to 
contact them in the future 
to make changes to your 
SS account. If you don’t 
plan to make any chang-
es, then it is not manda-

tory for you to create an 
online “my Social Secu-
rity” account. Nothing 
will change for you – you 
will continue to get your 
monthly benefits as you 
have been doing all these 
years.

Regarding your spe-
cific questions:

1. What is the back-
ground?

Social Security has, 
for many years, been en-
couraging people to do 
business with them “on-
line.” This is, essential-
ly, a way to improve the 
efficiency of a) getting 
your needs handled more 
quickly, and b) improving 
SSA’s internal efficiency 
so as to handle more trans-
actions with fewer staff. 

2. Why does SSA 
want you to have an online 
account?

SS fraud has become 
an issue, with nefarious in-
dividuals constantly trying 
to get at a person’s Social 
Security (and other) gov-
ernment benefits. As part 
of its process for online 
access, SSA has evolved to 
a quite secure online iden-
tification process, which 
includes modern security 
techniques. These include 
things like “Two-Factor 
Identification” and use of 
certain specific identifi-
cation measures through 
two main programs for 
access to government sys-
tems (known as LOGIN.
gov and ID.me). These 
create a single pre-veri-
fied way to access multi-
ple government systems 
(such as SSA, IRS, VA, 
etc.). It means that only 
one ID and password are 
required to access numer-
ous government systems 
and ensures that those 
who access the account 
are the correct person. It is 
primarily a way to protect 
your benefits from others 
and prevent fraud.

3. What happens if I 
do not sign-up for an “ac-
count”?

Nothing will happen, 
unless you have a need 

Do I need to sign up 
for an Online Social 
Security Account?

“BEEES! RUUUUN!” 

It was midafternoon on the 
fourth day of our back-
packing trip through New 

York State on the Appalachian 
Trail. A 93-mile hike from 
the New Jersey border to the 
Connecticut border in early 
October. 

The first three days had 
confirmed what others had 
warned us-the trail through 
New York would not be easy. 
Especially this year, when 
most of the ‘reliable’ streams 
were bone dry due to the 
drought. Many days, we were 

forced to detour off the trail 
and hike into towns to pro-
cure water. With temps in the 
80’s, dehydration was an ev-
er-present worry. In addition, 
the added weight of up to 6.6 
pounds of water on our backs 
made the technical scram-
bles up steep rock ledges 
even MORE precarious. 

On day 4, we were 
hustling, intent on hiking 
as many miles as possible 
so that we could reach a re-
liable water source-a water 
spigot at a pump house-be-
fore pitching our tent for the 
night. We were 12 miles into 

our day when the unimag-
inable happened. 

Tom was about 75 feet 
ahead of me, when he sudden-
ly paused and turned back to 
make sure that I was still be-
hind him. When he saw me a 
short distance away, he contin-
ued on. 

Fifteen seconds later, I 
reached the spot where he had 
momentarily stopped, and I 
felt a red-hot sensation on my 
right arm, followed by another 
on my left arm. Before I even 
looked down, I knew that I 
had just been stung by Yellow 
Jackets… the most despicable 

spawn of satan that has ever 
inhabited this planet. 

Tom must have unknow-
ingly stepped on a ground 
nest, and they were coming 
out for vengeance as I walked 
past. 

I screamed in agony as 
a swarm of them descended 
upon me-stinging my ankles, 
thighs, and arms. It felt as 
though someone was shooting 
red-hot flaming arrows direct-
ly into my skin. A sound that 
was unrecognizable even to 
my own ears came out from 
somewhere deep inside of me. 
A guttural sound. Like a deep 
moan intermingled with a 
high-pitched wail. It bordered 
on primal. Tom turned at the 
sound-later telling me that he 
thought the sound was coming 
from a wounded animal. 

I screamed to Tom to 
“RUUUN!” at a decibel that 
could be heard from miles 
away, since Tom is deathly 
allergic Yellow Jacket ven-
om. With adrenaline cours-
ing through my body, I raced 
along the rock-strewn path 
like an Olympic medalist, 
waving my arms to ward off 
the monsters that were attack-
ing me.

When it seemed as 
though I was no longer being 
chased, I finally stopped and 
bent down to swipe off a doz-
en Yellow Jackets that were 
still clinging to my merino 
wool socks. The pain in my 

ankles was excruciating, and 
I began screaming and crying 
all at once.

I unclipped my pack and 
dropped it to the ground so 

The trials of the Appalachian Trail
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Calendar of Events
E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event 
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have an 
event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form and 
as a Word doc or plain email text – no PDFs or flyers, please – 
to journalregister@turley.com.

UPCOMING

WING MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
AUXILLIARY SHOP
40 Wright St., Palmer

NOVEMBER VENDORS
Nov. 5: How Charming
Nov. 11: K and H Jewelry
Nov. 18: Wicked Good Treats
Nov. 19: Hobbit Hollow Herbs
Nov. 24: Generations of Cookies
Nov. 25: Geriations and Sew on
Nov. 26: Patty Cakes

DECEMBER VENDORS
Dec. 3: How Charming
Dec. 4: Jewelry by Diane
Dec. 9: Crystal Clear Emotions
Dec. 10: Hobbit Hollow Herbs
Dec. 15 Generations of Cokies
Dec. 16: K and H Jewelry
Dec. 17: Wicked Good Treats
Dec. 19: Shannon Bacon
Dec. 22: Generations of Cookies
Dec. 23: Geriations and Sew on
Dec. 24: Patty Cakes

Oct.31
Torie Jock & Damage Control are hosting FRIDAY 

NIGHT ROCKS HALLOWEEN SHOW- A rock band se-
ries occurring at PHCC from 6:30 to 11:30 p.m. BYOB!!!!! 

*ID’s required!* $10 entry fee! Doors open at 6 p.m. Bands 
are Redeye, Torie Jock & Damage Control,  and Dreamscape, 
special guest: Raff the Ruler. Haunted Village. $5 entry with 
all proceeds going towards the theatre program, Magic show, 
Face Painting and Balloon animals.

Dec. 28
Santa and the Wicked Wazoo Christmas Play and Dance 

Showcase at PHCC. Let’s stay in the Christmas spirit with 
this festive performance of Santa and the Wicked Wazoo. 
Some wonderful Christmas dance routines will also be show-
cased. Event begins at 6 p.m., doors open at 5:30 p.m. Ad-
vanced tickets are $8 for children 12 and under and $10 for 
teens/adults! Door sales are $2 more. Pizza and concessions 
will be available.

ONGOING 

2025-2026 Drama & Dance Program Beginning Septem-
ber 11th and running through May on Thursdays at PHCC. 
Does your child love dancing and acting? Have they always 
been interested but never tried? All levels and ages 5 plus wel-
come! (Drama students must be able to read.) Also offering 
Adult Hip Hop & Lyrical Dance Classes! Students must be 
available for show date in May! Date TBD. Adult class stu-
dents can dance in show or choose not to as long as requested 
ahead of time. Contact: trulytorie2000@gmail.com for more 
info and to register!

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or 
both. Brimfield Winery at 35 Main Street in Brimfield. Check 
brimfieldwinery.com for any variations. 

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2 to 4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice 
different crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. For 
more information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely 
Rd., Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hik-
ing, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be 
found in the parking lot. For more information call 413-267-
4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit keep-
homesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members 
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month in 
the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild is 
a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplishments, 
from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues are $55 a 
year. For more information, contact Barbara Beaulieu at 267-
4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Follow them on 
Facebook for more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30 p.m., 
every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St, Monson. 
Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute beginners and be-
ginners, and participants get to dance to all types of music. $10 
per class. Please wear comfortable footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday of ev-
ery month at Top Floor Learning (third floor of the Palmer Li-
brary at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and open to the public. Play 
available board and card games or bring your own. Must be 16 
or older unless accompanied by an adult. No Registration Re-
quired – just show up! Questions? Call 283-2329, or 283-3691, 
or email palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WINTER SEA-
SON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is locat-
ed on Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range State Park. 
DCR Interpretive staff will be available for visitors. Coming in 
January, programs will also be offered to highlight the Range’s 
special nature in winter, see the park web site for details. 

QI GONG:  Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy 
Emerson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

A Guide to 
Safe(r) Computing 

For $20, learn: 
• Passwords—How to create them and keep 

them safe 
• Social Engineering—What is it? How to 

avoid falling for it. 
• Phishing—How it works and how to avoid it. 
• Fake emails and websites—How to spot 

them. 
• How to I know if I have been hacked and 

what to do?

Wednesday, December 3rd @ 1pm 
Top Floor Learning, Palmer Public Library 

www.topfloorlearning.org

Call 413-544-6600 
to reserve your spot today! 

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals
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Corrections
The Journal Register will glad-

ly correct factual errors that appear 
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DEADLINE
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for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition space permitting, 
email Editor at journalregster@turley.com or call the 
office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. We 
appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

to change something with 
Social Security. For exam-
ple, if you for some reason 
wanted to change the finan-
cial account to which your 
SS benefits are deposited. 
With a secure LOGIN.gov 
account you could make 
that change quickly using 
your online account. With-
out a secure online account, 
you would, instead, need 
to make an appointment to 
visit your local Social Se-
curity office to make the 
change and provide proof 
of who you are. Again, this 
is to reduce fraud.

4. Is there a window of 

time during which we must 
“sign up?”

As indicated above, 
there is no time in which 
you must “sign up.” If you 
do not sign up for online 
access, and don’t need to 
change anything with re-
spect to your SS benefits, 
then you do not need to cre-
ate an online account.

So, while creating an 
online SSA account is high-
ly recommended, it is not 
mandatory for those who 
have no need to interact di-
rectly with the Social Secu-
rity Administration. 

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affili-

ated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for infor-
mation purposes and does 
not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National 
Social Security Association  
To submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.

SECURITY  ❙  from page 4

that I could pull out my first 
aid kit. Within seconds, more 
yellow jackets were upon me. 
“They smell the pheromones!” 
Tom yelled. With no thought 
of his own safety, he flailed 
his arms to ward them off and 
screamed, “RUN Julie!” 

Leaving my pack behind, 
I ran like the speed of light 
until the wasps finally gave up 
their chase. 

A few minutes later, Tom 
came barreling up the trail with 
my enormous backpack in 
hand. His concerned face was 
filled with desperation when 
he saw me. I had been stung 
over 2 dozen times. Tears were 
rolling down my face. My arms 
and thighs were already swell-
ing from the venom, and my 
ankles were so swollen, they 
were unrecognizable. 

Tom insisted I use his 
EpiPen, since I had a severe 
reaction to Yellow Jacket ven-
om in the past. I refused. “We 
still have 4 more days out here. 
If YOU get stung, it’s life or 
death. If my throat starts to 
close, you can inject me. If 
not, we’re saving the EpiPen in 
case you get stung.” 

Fortunately, we were only 
a mile and a half from the 
water spigot at the next road 
crossing. Once we got there, 
I took off my shoes and socks 
and ran cold water on the stings 
in a vain attempt to reduce the 
pain and swelling. I even went 
so far as to text my kids to ask 
them to google whether or not 
urine could reduce the pain 
and swelling of Yellow Jackets 
venom. (Desperate times call 
for desperate measures!) Alas, 
they responded that it was just 
a fallacy. Tylenol was my only 

option. 
Needless to say, I spent 

a pretty sleepless night in our 
tent that night due to the pain. 
The intense itching would be-
gin the following morning. Oh, 
the joys! 

Our 7-day hike through 
New York State was definite-
ly the single most challenging 
backpacking trip we have ever 
taken. But each trial made 
us even more grateful for the 
blessings we encountered 
along the way. The sunrises 
and sunsets. The conversations 
with fellow hikers around a 
campfire. The enormous trees. 
The rare flowing stream. Even 
the bear encounter while we 
were brushing our teeth at a 
primitive tent-site on our sec-
ond night on trail seemed like 
a gift. But that’s a story for an-
other day. Let the adventures 
continue! 

HIKING  ❙  from page 4
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PALMER – Have you 
ever wanted to learn Mah 
Jongg? Haven’t played in 
years and would like to?  
Drop in and join us at the 
Palmer Public Library for 
this newly formed, weekly 
club!  Beginners will get 
help from Joyce, a local 
Mah Jongg enthusiast and 
teacher.  

The club will primari-
ly meet in the Community 
Room on Mondays from 
12:30 to 3:30 p.m.  If the 
Community Room has an-
other event, the club will 
relocate for that day to an-
other area of the library.  
This club will play the 
American version of Mah 
Jongg and follow the Na-
tional Mah Jongg League 
(NMJL) rules.

Mah Jongg is a 4-per-
son game of strategy and 
skill that originated in Chi-
na. There are many ver-
sions of this game, with the 
American version enjoy-
ing popularity in the U.S. 
today. Learning to play 
involves getting familiar 
with the tiles, learning the 
specifics of dealing & play, 
and especially learning to 
decipher and become fa-
miliar with the official card 
of playable hands released 
annually by the NMJL.

Please bring your own 
Mah Jongg set and current 
NMJL card if you have 
them.  The library is lo-
cated at 1455 North Main 
Street. Questions? Call 
Amy at 413-283-3330, ext. 
121.

Mah Jongg Club 
offered to all levels

SMARTSMART
MONEYMONEY

Brought to you by Turley Publications

228 WEST STREET
WARE, MA 01082

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING

SERVICES
For Full Accounting,

Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Call For An Appointment

413-967-8364

REMEMBER!
When You Buy From A 

SMALL BUSINESS 

YOU'RE HELPING 
A little girl get dance lessons! 
A little boy get his team jersey! 
Moms & Dads put food on the 
table! AND, you won't be helping 
a CEO buy a 3rd vacation home...

SHOP LOCAL!
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com    Member SPIC

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Our Family Cares About Your Family.
HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS– LIFE

What credits and discounts do you qualify for?
We invite you to stop in or call for a quote.

Moulton Insurance is proud of its family tradition of serving both individuals and businesses 
since 1952. Protecting clients throughout Massachusetts, Moulton Insurance individually tailors 
policies to maximize your credits and give your family and business our most competitive rates.

Very Competitive Rates  •  Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate  •  On-site Registry Processing

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

413-967-3327

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com • 1-800-521-5787

Member SPIC > edwardjones.com    

Lucille
Germain

1448 Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875
lucille.germain@edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody, ChFC®

Financial Advisor
1448 Main St
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894P-A AECSPAD

Open enrollment: 
What to know 

before you enroll
For many people, fall brings open 

enrollment, the period to choose your medical 
and workplace benefits for the year ahead.

While it may be easy just to renew last year’s 
choices, that might be a costly mistake. Your 
employer’s plans, providers or costs may have 
changed. And your own circumstances might be 
different.

Here are a few tips for navigating open 
enrollment.

Many employers offer more than one health, 
dental or vision option. Check the differences 
in provider networks, prescription coverage and 
monthly premiums.

Next, take advantage of flexible spending 
accounts (FSAs) and health savings accounts 
(HSAs). These let you use pretax dollars for 
eligible medical expenses.

And finally, check the insurance options. 
There may be a base level of life insurance, with 
the option to buy more. Make sure you have 
enough coverage to protect your loved ones.

Taking a fresh look helps ensure your 
benefits match your family’s needs for the 
coming year.

This content was provided by Edward Jones 
for use by Lucille Germain, your Edward Jones 
financial advisor at 1448 Main Street, Palmer 
MA 01069. Join her Saturday November 1st 
from 11-2pm at the above address for a free 
Open House-light refreshments and giveaways 
provided!

SAT. 
NOV. 1
OPEN 

HOUSE 
11 AM to 

2 PM

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

BRIMFIELD – The 
Brimfield Public Library 
came alive with laughter, 
crafts, and costumed fun 
during its annual Harvest Fest 
celebration this past Thurs-
day, October 23, an event that 
has delighted local families 
for more than a decade.

Now with more activities 
than ever before, according 
to Library Director Rebecca 
Wells, the fall-themed eve-
ning continues to be one of 
the library’s most anticipated 
traditions. “It’s something the 
whole community looks for-
ward to,” Wells said, smiling 
as children in costume rushed 
past her with scavenger hunt 
papers in hand.

Upon arrival, partici-
pants received a scavenger 
hunt sheet challenging them 
to find hidden items, such as 
keys, bats, and witches, scat-
tered throughout the building. 
Those who completed their 
hunts earned small prizes and 
pizza coupons. Families also 
enjoyed seasonal treats like 
cider and cookies while ex-
ploring the festively decorat-
ed library.

Several craft stations of-
fered hands-on fun for chil-
dren, including “ghost crafts” 
and popcorn “creepy hand” 
creations topped with spider 
rings. “It’s adorable, seeing 
how creative the kids get,” 
Wells said.

Adding to the evening’s 
excitement was Maggie the 
Clown, a longtime entertainer 
who has been performing for 
more than 40 years. Dressed 
in her bright Halloween at-
tire, she mingled with guests, 

made balloon animals and 
balloon swords, and shared 
laughter throughout the event.

Maggie, whose real name 
is Nicole Portwood, began her 
clowning career as a teenager 
at what was then Riverside 
Amusement Park in Agawam, 
now Six Flags New England. 
“I was 17 when I started,” 
she recalled. “I was working 
the game booths and saw this 
clown having the time of his 
life with a little red wagon. I 
asked, ‘Does he get paid to do 
that?’ When they said yes, I 
told them, ‘Sign me up.’”

That summer job led to 
something much bigger. After 
high school, she auditioned 
for and was accepted into the 
prestigious Ringling Brothers 
and Barnum & Bailey Clown 
College, an accomplishment 
she proudly jokes is “harder 
to get into than Harvard.”

Her life eventually came 
full circle. After decades per-
forming at parties, parades, 
and local events, Portwood 
also became an EMT, balanc-
ing her clowning career with 
emergency medical service. 
“People always say laughter 
is the best medicine,” she said. 
“Now I get to help people’s 
physical and mental health…
sometimes in the same day.”

She often finds ways 
to bring her humor into her 
EMT work, especially with 
young patients during calm 
transports. “I’ll take a Kleen-
ex and teach them how to jug-
gle or do a quick magic trick,” 
she said. “It really helps ease 
their nerves.”

Back at the library, 
laughter filled the air as fam-
ilies admired the pumpkin 
decorating contest and voted 
for their favorites, from clas-

sic jack-o’-lanterns to more 
imaginative designs like an 
axolotl pumpkin.

Outside, Wells greeted 
each arriving family, wel-
coming them to the event and 
snapping photos beneath the 
spooky outdoor decorations. 
“It’s such a fun way to kick 
off the season,” she said.

The evening also marked 
the start of the library’s annu-
al Best Business Raffle, which 
raises funds for the Friends 
of the Brimfield Library. Lo-
cal families and businesses 

donated all the raffle items 
and gift cards, with proceeds 
supporting future library pro-
grams. Tickets will remain on 
sale until the drawing on Sat-
urday, December 6.

As the night wrapped up 
and families drifted out with 
smiling faces, cider cups, 
and painted pumpkins, Wells 
reflected on the event’s en-
during appeal. “It’s all about 
community,” she said. “You 
can feel the joy in the build-
ing…and that’s what makes 
Harvest Fest so special.”

Harvest Fest has crafts, clowns, creativity

Turley photos by 

Abigail McCoy

Maggie the Clown en-
tertained families with 
her bright costume and 
humor. Inset, Children 
played with a movable 
ghost craft, posing it in silly 
positions.

MONSON – Button 
Appraisal Day will be held 
on Sunday, Nov. 2, 2025 at 
the Keep Homestead Muse-
um on 35 Ely Road in Mon-
son from 1 to 3:30 p.m. with   
button expert and dealer 
Betty Korostynski.  

She is well-versed in 
the identification and cur-
rent pricing of buttons and 
has been a button dealer for 
35 years selling in Massa-
chusetts, Connecticut, and 
New Hampshire.  

She will have her new 

book “Hard White Pewter 
Buttons of Naugatuck, CT” 
available for purchase and 
signing.

There is no cost for the 
appraisals, however dona-
tions will be accepted.  

Visitors are welcome to 
tour the museum and enjoy 
light refreshments.

Notecards featuring 
buttons will be available 
in the gift shop.  For more 
information about the mu-
seum visit www.keephome-
steadmuseum.org.

Button appraisal 
to be held Nov. 2

PALMER – The Palmer 
Town Collector would like 
to remind all taxpayers of the 
following:

Fiscal Year 2026 2nd 
quarter real estate and person-

al property tax bills are due 
and payable by Nov. 3, 2025.

The Tax Collector’s of-
fice is accepting credit and 
debit card payments for prop-
erty taxes either on the town 

website at www.townofpalm-
er.com or at the tax office. 
There is a sliding scale fee for 
each bill paid which is passed 
on to the taxpayer. The fee 
structure can be viewed on the 

town website.
If you are making on-

line payments through your 
bank (EFT’s), please set it up 
to have the check mailed di-
rectly to our office, 4417 Main 

Street, Palmer, MA 01069. Do 
not use the lockbox address 
for this type of payment as no 
bill is included for processing.

Please call the Collec-
tor’s office at 413-283-2601 

with any questions pertain-
ing to tax payments. Office 
hours: Monday 8:30 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., Tuesday – Thurs. 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and 
closed on Friday.

Town collector announces tax bills due on Nov. 3
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THREE RIVERS – 
Massachusetts State Button 
Society’s annual meeting 
and show will be hosted by 
the Crescent Button Club 
on Saturday, Nov. 8, 2025, 
at the Amvets Post 74 on 
Main St. in Three Rivers, 
MA. from 9 am to 3:00 pm.

The public is invited to 
attend the day’s activities 
and to purchase buttons 
and button related items 
from 9 am to noon and 
from 1:30 to 3 p.m.  There 

will be no button sales 
during the break from noon 
to 1:30 p.m. as lunch, a 
business meeting, and but-
ton program “Owls, Mag-
ic, and Superstitions” will 
take place.

Morning visitors will 
be treated to coffee and re-
freshments provided by the 
hosting clubs; bring your 
own brown bag lunch, and 
desserts will be provided.   

There is no admission 
fee, and all are welcome.  

Public invited to Button Show 

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Many small businesses struggle to grow and secure funding. 
QVCDC, with support from USDA and MassDevelopment, 
guides entrepreneurs in the Quaboag Valley with practical 
tools to strengthen operations, plan for growth, and prepare 
for financing so their business can thrive.

Business development services
From start-up to growth stage, QVCDC offers one-on-one guidance to help 
you strengthen operations, market your business, and manage finances. 
Our flexible programs connect you with experienced advisors, many at no 
or low cost.

Workshops and training
Build your skills and strengthen your business through QVCDC’s hands-
on workshops and group training sessions. Designed for both new and 
established businesses, these sessions cover business planning, marketing, 
and financial management. Financial assistance may be available for 
qualifying participants.

Loan applications and funding
Ready to launch or expand your business? QVCDC can guide you through 
the lending process with support for business plan development, cash-flow 
projections, and loan readiness. We’ll help you prepare a strong application 
and position your business for long-term success.

Discover how your 
business can reach 
new heights at 
QVCDC.org or call 
413-967-3001.

Helping local 
businesses 
grow, thrive, 
and succeed.

Funding provided 
in part by

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

BRIMFIELD – Thir-
ty-two years have passed since 
10-year-old Holly Piirainen 
left her grandparents’ home 
in Sturbridge to see a litter 
of puppies and never came 
back. Her disappearance in 
the summer of 1993, and the 
discovery of her remains that 
October in a wooded area off 
Five Bridge Road in Brim-
field, shattered a community 
and forever changed Western 
Massachusetts. Decades later, 
one question still lingers: who 
took Holly’s life?

To honor Holly and 
continue efforts to solve her 
case, the Hampden District 
Attorney’s Office will again 
host a Forensic Investigative 
Genetic Genealogy (FIGG) 
event in Brimfield on Nov. 9, 
2025, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Public Safety Complex, 
34 Wales Rd. Any community 
member is encouraged to take 
part by providing a simple 
cheek swab, which could help 
generate new investigative 
leads. This marks the second 
FIGG event the office has 
hosted in hopes of advancing 
Holly’s case.

Through FIGG, DNA 
collected from crime-scene 
evidence can be compared 
against publicly available 
genealogy databases to iden-
tify distant relatives of un-
known suspects - sometimes 
reaching fourth, fifth, or even 
sixth cousins. Investigators 
then use those connections 
to build family trees, narrow 
down possibilities, and, in 
some cases, identify offend-
ers who have eluded justice 

for decades.
Part icipants 

in this event will 
not only help ex-
pand this critical 
database but will 
also receive their 
own full ancestry 
and family-tree in-
formation free of 
charge, a service 
that typically costs 
up to several hun-
dred dollars.

District Attorney Antho-
ny Gulluni said, “Each new 
DNA sample has the power 
to bring us closer to the truth. 
Holly deserves justice, and 
her family deserves answers. 
This effort is about remem-
bering her and using every 
available tool to find the per-
son responsible.”

Holly’s case remains 
open and active. She was last 
seen around 11:45 a.m. on 
August 5, 1993, near the in-
tersection of Allen and South 
Shore Roads in Sturbridge. 
That day, she told her father 
she was going to visit a neigh-
boring home to see puppies. 
About one hour later, Holly 
was reported missing by her 
father. A search began, and 
her father found her sneaker 
along South Shore Road. Po-
lice were notified and a mas-
sive search began by local and 
state police, sheriff’s depart-
ments, and law enforcement 
contingents from Connecti-
cut and Rhode Island. The 
search stretched on for days 
and weeks, continuing with 
no results. 

On October 23, 1993, 

hunters discovered 
her remains in a 
wooded area off 
Five Bridge Road 
in Brimfield.

The crime 
scene was pho-
tographed and 
processed by per-
sonnel from the 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
State Police, in-
cluding its Crime 

Scene Services Section and 
Crime Laboratory, and the 
Office of the Chief Medical 
Examiner. Items discovered 
at or near the location of Hol-
ly’s remains were document-
ed, seized, and have been 
maintained by the Massachu-
setts State Police since that 
time. Throughout the subse-
quent investigation into Hol-
ly’s disappearance and death, 
evidence has been reviewed, 
identified for forensic analy-
sis, and subjected to various 
testing procedures.

Investigators encourage 
anyone with information 
related to Holly’s murder 
to contact Holly’s Tip-Line 
at 413-426-3507.You may 
also use Text-a-Tip by tex-
ting the word CRIMES (2-
7-4-6-3-7)  and typing the 
word SOLVE into the body 
of the message, followed by 
your tip.

Holly’s story remains 
one of heartbreak, hope, and 
persistence. Thirty-two years 
later, her community still be-
lieves that someone, some-
where, holds the missing 
piece that could finally bring 
her family peace.

Join effort to bring justice 
for Holly Piirainen search

MONSON – The First 
Church of Monson invites 
all youth to join the Youth 
United Kick-Off event on 
Wednesday, Nov. 5, at 6 
p.m. All are welcome to 
come, connect, and take 
part in an evening of fun, 
food, and fellowship.

This exciting program 
offers young people a safe 
and supportive environ-
ment to connect with peers 
and mentors, explore their 
faith, and build lasting 
friendships. 

Throughout the year, 
Youth United partici-
pants can look forward 
to monthly gatherings, 

shared meals, engaging 
discussions, service op-
portunities, faith explora-
tion, local excursions, and 
even a mission trip.

The program aims to 
help youth grow personally 
and spiritually while mak-
ing a difference in their 
community and beyond. 
It also provides opportuni-
ties for young participants 
to develop leadership 
skills and strengthen their 
foundation for the future.

For more informa-
tion, contact Erin Wallace 
at 413-668-7284 or Rev. 
Dr. Holly Norwick at 413-
267-3312.

Youth United kick-off at 
First Church of Monson

Craft fair to 
be held Nov. 8

THREE RIVERS – An-
nual Holiday Craft Fair to be 
held Saturday, Nov. 8 from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. This event is 
sponsored by the SS Peter & 
Paul Rosary Sodality of Di-
vine Mercy Parish at 2267 
Main Street in Three Rivers. 

Beautiful craft items by 
talented local artists. 

Refreshments and lunch 
available for purchase. Free 
parking and admission.

Church 
play on 
Nov. 2

PALMER – On Sun-
day, Nov. 2 members of 
the Second Congregation-
al Church of the United 
Church of Christ will be 
performing a play during 
worship service at 10 a.m. 
entitled “The New San-
dals”. All are invited. Join 
“Eli” a 13-year-old boy in 
his quest to buy a new pair 
of sandals. 

Discover how a simple 
shopping trip can lead to 
changing the life of several 
people.

Submitted photo

Matt Lemieux, President of the Three Rivers Chamber of Commerce, accepts a friendly 
challenge from Dan Flynn, Prsidents of the Ware Business & Civic Association & Beyond, on 
the upcoming annual Palmer vs. Ware Football rivalry game. The losing team’s respective 
President will scoop ice cream at Rondeau’s Dairy Bar on Sunday, Nov. 2.

Football Challenge

Holly Piirainen
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lb
$299

$229
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN
CHOPS ......................................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/30/25-11/5/2510/30/25-11/5/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG ...

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

31/40 COUNT
COOKED SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ..........

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN BREADED

FISH STICKS ..................................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$1699
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ...........

$159
USDA INSP. FROZEN
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN TRAY PAK ...

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

$499

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$229
lb

lb

$299USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
CHEDDAR CHEESE ...............

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$499

lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED PORK 
LOIN CHOPS ..........................

USDA INSP. STORE MADE 
ITALIAN MARINATED BONELESS

CHICKEN BREAST ......................
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE  .................... lb

lb
$299

$279

lb75¢

$117

lb

BEEF CHUCK
ROAST OR STEAK

BEEF 
STRIPLOIN

lb

Whole 
or Half

$777
lb

Cut
Free

$599
lb

$399
lb

dron Perry, who both passed 
away from cancer within 
eight months of each other. 
Kelly battled breast, bone, 
and liver cancer, while Kathy 
fought melanoma. The race 
has since become a lasting 
tribute to their lives, raising 
funds for cancer-related char-
ities and other community 
causes.

“This race is in their 
memory,” said longtime race 
director Lee Williams, who 
helped organize the first event 
nearly three decades ago. 
“Kelly was in my class, and 
Kathy was in my brother’s. 
They were wonderful, loving 
people and this is one way 
we’ve been able to keep their 
spirit alive year after year.”

Over the years, proceeds 
from the race have benefited 
organizations including the 
American Cancer Society 
of Western Massachusetts, 
American Lung Association, 
Quaboag Valley Hospice, 
and the Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation. This year’s proceeds 
will go to Griffin’s Friends, 
a Springfield-based nonprof-
it that supports children with 
cancer and their families.

“Griffin’s Friends was 

founded in 1994 in honor of 
Griffin Kelleher, who lost his 
battle with cancer at just 14 
months old,” Williams ex-
plained. “His father was even 
here today, volunteering and 
handing out water to the run-
ners. It really brings the mis-
sion full circle.”

The event’s two certified 
courses, the 13.1-mile half 
marathon and 3.1-mile 5K, 
both finished in front of Mon-
son Memorial Hall, though 
each started at a different lo-
cation to ensure official US-
ATF-certified distances.

The Quaboag Highland-
ers Pipe Band once again 
donated their time to lead 
runners to the starting lines, 
a stirring annual tradition 
that adds both reverence and 
excitement to the occasion. 
“They’ve been doing this for 
years, and it just wouldn’t 
feel the same without them,” 
said Williams.

Runners were treated to 
chip timing, live music, and 
what many call the “best post-
race food around,” provided 
by local chef Teri Skinner, 
owner of Nosh in Springfield. 
The event also featured prize 
money, long-sleeve shirts for 
early half marathon regis-
trants, and finisher medals.

Both of this year’s half 
marathon winners were fa-
miliar faces at the top of the 
leaderboard, and earned an 
extra $100 bonus in addition 
to the $400 first prize for re-
peating their victories.

Williams said the event 
ran smoothly thanks to strong 
volunteer support, including 
Tara Slozak, Rachel Mea-
cham, and Sarah Fahey, Wil-
liams’ daughter, who served 
as event photographer. “After 
29 years, we’ve really got it 
down to a science,” Williams 
said. “But it takes an amazing 
team to make it all come to-
gether.”

In addition to the char-
itable proceeds, this year’s 
runners also brought dozens 
of canned goods for the Mon-
son Open Pantry, reinforcing 
the event’s focus on commu-
nity service. “We had a great 
amount of donations from 
participants… it’s so import-
ant these days,” Williams 
said.

As runners crossed the 
finish line under the crisp Oc-
tober sky, the sounds of bag-
pipes faded into applause, and 
Monson once again showed 
that its spirit of remembrance, 
resilience, and community is 
as strong as ever.

CLASSIC  ❙  from page 1

Routine financial 
transfers approved
The first portion of the 

meeting moved swiftly as 
residents approved a slate 
of budget transfers and ap-
propriations recommended 
by the Finance Committee. 
These included allocations 
from free cash for stabiliza-
tion accounts, maintenance 
projects, and departmental 
needs such as $57,214 for 
the Police Chief’s retirement 
buyout and $17,000 to fund 
an Acting Council on Aging 
Director.

Water and sewer enter-
prise funds were also used to 
replace aging infrastructure 
and equipment, including 
well pumps, door hardware, 
and wastewater pumps. All 
22 of these financial articles 
passed with little or no dis-
cussion.

Library Director outlines 
funding challenges
The first extended dis-

cussion came with Article 12, 
a request to transfer $30,000 
from free cash to the Monson 
Free Library. Library Director 
Hope Bodwell addressed the 
town to explain the library’s 
unusual structure; owned and 
maintained by a private Li-
brary Association but operat-
ed as a public library.

“The town does not 
maintain the building or the 
grounds,” Bodwell said. “That 
is through our endowment and 
donations.” Bodwell detailed 
the Association’s recent ex-
penses, including a $250,000 
window replacement project 
and previous investments in 
boilers, carpeting, and park-
ing lot expansion.

Bodwell said the town’s 
municipal appropriation re-
quirement, which funds sala-
ries, electricity, and materials, 
grew by only 1.4% this year, 
“enough to cover about two 
heating bills” Bodwell said. 
Despite cost-cutting mea-
sures such as reduced hours 
and staff, the library still faces 
a $27,600 deficit. She noted 
that library services account 
for just 1.13% of the town’s 
overall budget, yet the facility 
logged over 17,600 visitors, 
50,000 checkouts, and 343 
programs last year.

“We do a lot with a lit-
tle,” Bodwell told voters. 
“We’re here for every person 
in this community.”

The motion passed by 
majority vote.

Debate Erupts Over 
Police Chief Authority

The most contentious 
discussion of the evening 
centered on Article 15, a pro-
posal to grant the Monson Po-
lice Chief “full and absolute 

authority” over department 
administration, including the 
power to appoint officers and 
issue regulations.

Resident Delores Scott 
urged voters to reject the 
measure, calling it “an ab-
surd request for unchecked 
power.” She said the arti-
cle appeared on the warrant 
without prior public discus-
sion and was first mentioned 
as part of police chief con-
tract negotiations held in ex-
ecutive session. “Once this 

power is ceded from us to 
the police, it will be nearly 
impossible to take it back,” 
Scott warned.

Resident Gretchen Neg-
gers also objected, filing an 
open meeting law complaint 
over the article’s origin. 
“Things shouldn’t just morph 
from executive session to 
town meeting without a stop 
at a public Select Board 
meeting,” she said, arguing 
voters were being asked to 
act “on blind faith.”

Town Counsel Kate 
Federoff explained that the 
article would bring the Po-
lice Chief’s authority in line 
with the Fire Chief’s existing 
“strong chief” model, noting 
that state law treats the two 
positions differently. “This 
really just gives the same 
power to the Police Chief 
that exists for the Fire Chief,” 
Federoff said, adding that it 
would clarify existing prac-
tice and create a “balance of 
power” between departments.

But resident Matt Cra-
nham opposed the change, 
arguing, “Fire and police are 
apples and oranges. One has 
arresting authority. We want 
more accountability, not less.”

After lengthy procedural 
clarification from the moder-
ator, voters approved a mo-
tion to pass over the article, 
effectively tabling it without 
action.
Secret ballot rejects move 

to shrink Select Board
The meeting’s final ma-

jor debate centered on Article 
23, a citizen’s petition from 
Bob Lamb seeking to re-
verse the May 2025 decision 
to expand the Select Board 
from three to five members. 
Lamb’s proposal would direct 
the town to petition the legis-
lature to restore a three-mem-
ber board.

Select Board member 
Pat Oney attempted to amend 
the article to require a future 

ballot vote, but the moderator 
ruled the amendment out of 
order, stating it exceeded the 
warrant’s scope.

Resident Sean Crooks 
spoke against the article, cit-
ing poor timing and flawed 
language. “The petition to ex-
pand the board to five mem-
bers is still pending at the 
State House,” Crooks said. 
“The cleanest, most responsi-
ble path is to vote this down.”

Lamb countered that ex-
panding the board “benefits 
the few, not the many,” add-
ing that Monson’s population 
has dropped 5% since the last 
census. “Bigger is not better,” 
he said. “I’m calling on ev-
eryone to end this toxic divi-
sion in Monson and coalesce 
as a community.”

After a motion to close 
debate passed by two-thirds 
vote, residents cast their votes 
by secret ballot. The article 
was defeated 276-146, keep-
ing the five-member Select 
Board structure in place.

Final Actions: 
Preservation and Zoning

Voters approved the re-
mainder of the warrant with-
out controversy, including 
Community Preservation 
Fund appropriations for proj-
ects such as:

• $21,093 for the Silver 
Street Chapel,

• $68,100 for HVAC re-
placement at the Keep Home-
stead Museum,

• $34,147 for Quarry Hill 
softball field improvements,

• $86,951 for Veterans 
Field rehabilitation, and

• $100,000 for continued 
restoration at Memorial Hall.

They also authorized a 
$284,515 land acquisition of 
the James A. Richmond par-
cel for conservation and rec-
reation, and adopted several 
zoning bylaw amendments 
addressing large-scale solar 
arrays, battery storage sys-
tems, and updated stormwa-
ter management standards to 
comply with state regulations.

As the meeting ad-
journed, Moderator Mac-
Donald thanked residents 
for “showing up to form the 
town’s legislative body,” and 
the audience gave an appre-
ciative round of applause to 
the Finance Committee for its 
preparation and diligence.

BOARD  ❙  from page 1

Submitted photos

The Half Marathon Men’s 
Winner: Antonio Lima with a 
time of 1:15:23.

The Half Marathon Women’s 
Winner: Jenna Gigliotti with a 
time of 1:22:11.

The 5K Women’s Winner: Katie 
Racicot  with a time of 26:15.

Runners in the 5K made their way up Main Street, staying to the 
right as volunteers managed traffic.

Half-marathon runners lined up at the starting point, ready to begin the race.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

The Quaboag Highlanders Bagpipe Band performed to kick off the race festivities.

Jordan Doyle performed the 
national anthem before the 
start of the event.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

The Joint Committees sat on stage as more than 400 residents filled the auditorium to vote.

Community members filed into the auditorium as the Special Town Meeting began.
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CANTERBURY TAILS
VETERINARY CLINIC

40 E. Main Street, Ware, MA
(413) 967-4545 • www.canterburytailsveterinaryclinic.com

Proudly serving Ware and its surrounding communities

Now offering same day urgent care appointments
Monday - Thursday

DOGS     CATS
★ ★

First Time Customers – Mention This Ad 
& RECEIVE 10% OFF YOUR EXAM!

WE OFFER ONLINE BOOKING NOW

MONTHLY MEETING
Wednesday, Nov. 12th

7 p.m.

SATURDAY WORK DAYS
Nov. 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th

9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

COME ON SATURDAYS & DRIVE A TRAIN!
Interested in more information

amherstrail.org

Operating Since 1965 

1130 S Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069

(413) 267-4555

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

throughout the library offer-
ing everything from slime 
“potion-making” to gnome-
led games and glow-in-the-
dark glitter tattoos courtesy 
of an “elf artist.”

“We wanted to give teens 
something that felt immersive 
and new,” Chartrand said. 
“It’s a mix of fantasy and fun 
that everyone, no matter what 
they’re into, could enjoy.”

Guests could also pose 
for photos at a dedicated 
picture station, decorate cup-
cakes, and enjoy an array of 
snacks, candy, chips, and 
cool drinks. Pizza arrived just 
before 7 p.m. while cupcake 
decorating and games carried 
the energy late into the eve-
ning.

One of the most popular 
additions was a costume con-
test, improved this year with 
a simple numbering system 
to make judging easier. “Last 
year, people were trying to 
guess who each entry was 
supposed to be,” Chartrand 
said. “Now everyone just gets 
a number. It made things so 
much smoother.”

The evening also fea-
tured an interactive Hallow-

een bingo, where children 
introduced themselves to fill 
out their cards and win king-
sized candy bars.

Adding to the magical at-
mosphere was a fortune-tell-
ing station, run by a seasoned 
tarot reader named Madam 
Celestara Moonwhisperer, 
she has practiced for over two 
decades

“I’ve been reading tarot 
for about 20 years,” she said. 
“I actually know someone 
who works here at the library, 
and when they mentioned 
they were hosting a Hallow-
een event, I thought why 
not?”

Madam Celestara, as she 
introduced herself to each 
person who stopped by her 
table for a reading, used a 
classic 78-card tarot deck. A 
typical 78-card deck includes 
22 Major Arcana cards, such 
as The Chariot, The Strength, 
and The Fool, along with 
four suits of Minor Arcana: 
Swords, Pentacles, Wands, 
and Cups.

Each reading involved 
three cards representing a 
person’s past, present, and 
future. “I ask them to think 
about something they really 
want to know… they don’t 
have to tell me what it is,” she 

explained. “Then we interpret 
what the cards say, based on 
how they’re facing. Some-
times it’s amazingly accurate, 
sometimes it’s just fun and 
reflective.”

While October’s festivi-
ties stole the spotlight, Char-
trand hinted at an exciting 
event planned for November, 
a K-Pop Demon Hunters sin-
galong movie night.

“It’s still in the works, 
but we’re planning a fun 
watch party with themed 
snacks and a singalong ver-
sion of the movie,” she said. 
“Keep an eye on the Palmer 
Public Library website for 

details.”
As the night wound 

down, kids left with sticky 
fingers, full treat bags, and 
big smiles; a testament to the 
community spirit and creativ-
ity that has become a hall-
mark of the library’s youth 
programming.

“We just want to make 
the library a fun, welcoming 
space where kids can be cre-
ative and curious,” Chartrand 
said. “If we can mix learn-
ing with laughter, and a little 
Halloween magic, then we’ve 
done our job.”

MAGICAL  ❙  from page 1

ing new money. We’re just 
following the process they 
tell us to follow.”

State Accounting Creates 
“Paper Deficit”

The deficit stems from 
the district’s rapid pivot 
from a planned part-time to 
a full-time ambulance ser-
vice during fiscal year 2024. 
At the October 2023 special 
meeting, voters had appropri-
ated $95,850 to fund a part-
time operation. But within 
weeks, the private Palmer 
Ambulance Service ceased 
operations, forcing the Palm-
er Fire Department to step in 
full-time to maintain local 
emergency coverage.

For the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 2024, the dis-
trict collected approximately 
$415,000 in ambulance rev-
enue, about $320,000 more 
than initially budgeted, but 
incurred $453,825 in expens-
es, creating a $38,000 net 
deficit. Despite that modest 
shortfall, state rules require 
the district to offset the en-
tire $357,975.44 difference 
between the approved appro-
priation and actual spending.

“If we don’t make these 
two transfers,” Marhelewicz 
explained, “the state will 
make us add that $357,000 
to the tax rate. This is pure-
ly procedural. The money’s 
already there…it’s just being 
held differently.”

Residents Emphasize 
Confidence in Local Service

Several residents took 
the opportunity to voice sup-
port for the department’s han-
dling of the transition to a 
full-time ambulance service. 
One longtime resident said 
the district “did a favor to 
the community” by stepping 

in when Palmer Ambulance 
shut down. “You need to real-
ize that this department went 
above and beyond,” she said. 
“I’d rather put my trust in the 
firefighters I know than in 
strangers from another town.”

Another resident ques-
tioned whether the changes 
would leave the district with 
limited reserves. Marhele-
wicz confirmed that after the 
transfers, free cash would 
stand at about $7,000, with an 
additional $75,000 in stabili-
zation. “It’s not ideal,” he ac-
knowledged, “but it prevents 
a tax spike for residents.”
Broader Discussion Turns 
to District Consolidation

After the warrant arti-
cles were approved and the 

meeting formally dissolved, 
discussion turned to a broader 
issue; whether Palmer’s four 
fire districts could, or should, 
consolidate. Several Pruden-
tial Committee members and 
residents expressed frustration 
that fragmentation has long 
hindered efficiency and access 
to grant funding.

Prudential Committee 
member Dan Belanger voiced 
his personal support for the 
idea. “Frankly, we’re already 
acting like the fire department 
for all of Palmer,” he said. 
“We’ve got full-time staffing 
and ambulance coverage. But 
consolidation would come 
with challenges…different 
debt loads, budgets, and his-
tories.”

Belanger, along with Fire 
Chief William Bernat, ex-
plained that merging districts 
would require dissolving and 
recreating district entities un-
der state law. He added that 
such a move could initially 
raise the tax rate before long-
term savings materialized 
through shared equipment 
and staffing.

Prudential Committee 
Anthony Arventos agreed 
that consolidation would take 
time but said the conversation 
should continue. “It’s some-
thing we all know needs to 
happen eventually,” he said. 
“It’s just not easy…it was set 
up 150 years ago this way, 
and we’re still living with 
that.”

FUNDS  ❙  from page 1

They’re growing with every 
match.”

One of the year’s high-
lights came during Senior 
Night, when Palmer celebrat-
ed a 3-0 shutout victory. Se-
nior Hannah Roy, who typi-
cally plays defense, scored 
her first varsity goal, while 
fellow senior Scarlett LaRose 
anchored the net with a 
standout performance.

“I wanted to cry,” Korzec 
said. “Hannah scored her first 
goal, Scarlett had an amaz-
ing game… it was every-
thing you hope for on Senior 
Night. Those two have been 
through the hardest times 
with this program. They’ve 
stuck by it, worked hard, and 
deserved that moment.”

Looking ahead, 
Korzec’s focus is on long-
term development through 
youth engagement. She 
plans to launch a feed-
er program for fifth- and 
sixth-graders next year to 
help introduce younger ath-
letes to the sport before they 
reach high school.

“I’ve already spoken 
with former players Noel 

Melnick and Ellie Serra, 
who both agreed to coach 
if we can get the kids,” she 
said. “Even if we can’t form 
a full team right away, we 
can at least teach skills and 
do some small scrimmages. 
Just getting kids started ear-
ly is the key.”

Korzec said she intends 
to work with Palmer’s new 
recreation director and the 
local youth organization to 
get the program running by 
next fall.

“Winning this award 
is awesome,” she said, “but 
what really matters is what 
I can do with it… using that 
visibility to grow the sport 
and keep field hockey alive 
in Palmer.”

For Korzec, whose 
coaching philosophy centers 
on effort and resilience, the 
recognition serves as both 
validation and motivation. 
“I love coaching this team,” 
she said. “They just don’t 
quit. The reason I won this 
award is because I’ve tried to 
make things better for them. 
The future’s bright; we’re 
still young, but I think the 
next few years are going to 
be really good.”

COACH  ❙  from page 1

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

A young teen goes all out in a full storm trooper outfit.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Prudential Committee members Dan Belanger and Anthony Arventos along with Fire Chief Wil-
liam Bernat helped lead the meeting and give out information.

One of the games was spin-the-gourd against Bramblebud the 
gnome and if your mini gourd spun the longest then you won 
a prize.

A large amount of the community came out during this meeting to have some of their questions 
and concerns answered.

Here is the fire log for the Monson Fire Department 
for the week of Oct. 20 thru Oct. 26, 2025. The department 
responded to 24 EMS calls and 3 Fire calls.

On Monday, Oct. 20 at 9:44 p.m. the department re-
sponded to 294 Stafford Road for the fire alarm sounding. 
The department returned to service at 10:27 p.m.

On Tues., Oct. 21 at 1:37 a.m. the department re-
sponded to 35 Bolles Road, Wilbraham for the structure 
fire.  The department returned to service at 1:43 a.m. 

On Friday, Oct. 24 at 11:51 a.m. the department re-
sponded to 304 Main Street for the fire alarm sounding. 
The department returned to service at 12:07 p.m.

  Monson Police Logs
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Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031

413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-6PM, Sat 8AM-5PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

The Co-op has a staff of about
20 customer-focused people
who are ready to help you.

ANTIQUE GREEN
BOTTLE
HUMMINGBIRD 
FEEDER

FENCING

NURSERY CLOTHING/FOOTWEAR

CO-OP
MORE THAN YOUR AVERAGE FARM & GARDEN STORE!

ESTABLISHED 1914
98 YEARS 2012

www.hardwickfarmers.net

Sale prices good thru 6/14/12
    (while supplies last)

PET FOOD

 BIRD

ANTIQUE GREEN

PET SUPPLIESPET SUPPLIES

14 GAUGE
ELECTRIC
FENCE WIRE

  reg. $3999

#69602200

1/4 mile roll

TASTE OF THE WILD
DOG FOOD
High Prairie 30# 

 reg. $4599 
#074198609642

HOT SHOT
INDOOR FOGGER
3 pk
#071121201379  reg. $999 

ALL FLEA & TICK PRODUCTS

KEEP YOUR PET HEALTHY
Prevent flea and tick infestation 
Fleas can cause itching, 
flea allergy dermatitis, or 
tapeworms. Ticks can cause 
Lyme disease, Rocky Mountain 
spotted fever or tick paralysis.

NATURE’S WAY
LAWN FOOD
4,000sq/ft bag 
#86410400

  reg. $2299

 reg. $1999

#077625810826

999

ALL MENS CLOTHING

June 16, 2PM - Seminar – COMPOSTING 101 – Call in advance to reserve a seat

Open: Mon-Fri 7AM-6PM, 
Sat 8AM-5PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

Let our knowledgeable staff help with your farm/garden needs

Since 1914

GREAT 
NEW FALL & 

WINTER WORK 
CLOTHING
Arriving Daily
from Carhartt,

Dickies

GARDEN
TOOLS FOR 
YOUR FALL 
CLEAN UP

WARM 
SOCKS,
GLOVES,

HATS

LODGE
CAST IRON
COOKWARE

LOCAL CHEESE, 
HONEY, MAPLE SYRUP 

ALONG WITH 
OTHER LOCAL FOOD & 
BEVERAGE CHOICES

LARGE 
SELECTION OF

PET 
FEEDS & 
SUPPLIES

FARM TOYS
AND GIFTS
FOR THE
HOLIDAYS

WE ARE YOUR FALL “DESTINATION”

Become 
A Member 

& Save 
Today!

1504 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
 (413) 283-3511

362 Sewall St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 589-7308

KELLY KELLY && VELÁZQUEZ VELÁZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D., P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELÁZQUEZ, M.D.

DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

Accepting New Patients

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The Conant 
Brook Dam in Monson was 
bustling with energy this past 
Saturday, October 25, as local 
residents gathered for “Mon-
son Moves Together,” a fam-
ily-friendly hiking event that 
combined outdoor fun with 
a heartfelt mission: to raise 
awareness and donations for 
the newly established Mon-
son Cupboard food pantry.

The initiative was led by 
Courtney Senquiz, a Monson 
resident and community vol-
unteer who wanted to com-
bine her love of hiking with a 
meaningful cause. “We want-
ed to raise awareness that 
the pantry is available to all 
Monson residents, as well as 
collect food for the holidays,” 
Senquiz explained. “With the 
economy and the recent gov-
ernment shutdown, food inse-
curity is at an all-time high. 
We thought this would be a 
great way to bring the com-
munity together.”

The two-mile trail at 
Conant Brook Dam was trans-
formed into a lively scaven-
ger hunt, complete with hid-

den pumpkins, small prizes, 
and signs of encouragement 
placed along the route. Each 
family that participated was 
encouraged to bring nonper-
ishable food items, and for 
every donation made, partic-
ipants received a raffle ticket 

for a chance to win prizes 
donated by local residents, 
teachers, and businesses.

“All the raffle prizes 
came from people right here 
in the community,” Senquiz 
said. “We have contributions 
from local teachers, Pam-

pered Chef consultants, sports 
organizations, and others who 
wanted to lend a hand. It’s re-
ally a community effort.”

Senquiz, who also runs 
a hiking and wellness group 
aimed at helping women con-
nect through outdoor activity, 
said the idea for “Monson 
Moves Together” came nat-
urally. “I love hiking…it’s 
good for the mind, body, and 
spirit,” she said. “I started my 
group to make hiking more 
accessible and safe for wom-
en who might not want to go 
alone. Then I thought, why 
not make it a family-friendly 
event and use it to raise food 
and awareness for the Mon-
son Community Cupboard 
before the holidays?”

The Monson Community 
Cupboard, organized through 
Monson Together, provides 
food support for residents in 
need. It is stocked through 
donations from the Western 
Massachusetts Food Bank, 
local organizations, and indi-
vidual community members.

Senquiz noted that the 
event’s turnout was strong, 
with several families taking 
to the trail early in the day. 
“So far, we’ve had about 

five families out on the trail. 
[Town Clerk] Mary Watson 
and her husband brought their 
dogs and have been helping 
with setup, and my family is 
out here too,” she said with a 
smile.

Beyond raising dona-
tions, Senquiz said her goal 
was to remind residents that 
resources exist for anyone 
struggling with food insecu-
rity. “Get active in your com-
munity and know that help 
is available,” she said. “If 
you’re food insecure, reach 
out. Monson Together and the 
Monson Cupboard are here to 
support you. We’re all in this 
together.”

She also extended a per-
sonal offer: “If anyone reach-
es out to Karen [from Monson 
Together], I’d love to host one 
family to go grocery shopping 
with me for a day to help them 
prepare for the holidays.”

As families continued to 
walk the wooded trail, chil-
dren hunting for pumpkins 
and adults chatting with new 
friends, the event served as 
a reminder of what makes 
Monson strong: a shared 
commitment to community, 
compassion, and connection.

‘Monson Moves Together’ to help food pantry

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Volunteer Courtney Senquiz who helped set up the trail and 
keep track of all the donations and raffle prizes.

MONSON – Dr.  Mi-
chael  F. Fitzpatrick, a long-
time educator and recently 
retired school superintendent 
with over three decades of 
service, has been recognized 
by two of Massachusetts’ 
leading educational organi-
zations for his exceptional 
career in public education 
and community service.

The Massachusetts As-
sociation of School Super-
intendents recently honored 

Dr. Fitzpatrick with a special 
career tribute, spotlighting 
his extensive contributions to 
education leadership across 
the Commonwealth. In ad-
dition, the Massachusetts 
Association of Vocational 
Administrators presented 
him with its highest distinc-
tion, the Dr. David F. Cronin 
Award, named in memory of 
the former State Commis-
sioner for Vocational Techni-
cal Education.

A resident of Monson, 
Dr. Fitzpatrick is widely 
known for his deep commit-
ment to community service. 
During his time as Assistant 
Superintendent at Pathfinder 
Regional Vocational Techni-
cal High School, he played 
a key role in establishing 
essential transportation and 
nutrition programs for senior 
citizens in the area.

Beyond his admin-
istrative duties, Dr. Fitz-

patrick was 
instrumental in se-
curing grant-fund-
ed service proj-
ects, ranging from 
educational ini-
tiatives to com-
muni ty-focused 
programs. Nota-
bly, he helped ob-
tain major grants 
from the Bureau 
of Institutional 
Services, which supported 

the transition of 
clients from the 
Monson Devel-
opmental Center 
and Belchertown 
State School into 
the community.

His commit-
ment to preserv-
ing local heritage 
also led to a state 
historical land-
mark renovation 

grant that enabled era-sensi-
tive restoration work on the 
Monson Town Hall, an im-
portant civic building.

In addition to his pro-
fessional achievements, Dr. 
Fitzpatrick remains active-
ly engaged in public life — 
frequently volunteering as a 
toastmaster for community 
events and serving as a pub-
lic service moderator for lo-
cal cable television program-
ming.

These recognitions un-
derscore Dr. Fitzpatrick’s 
lasting legacy as a dedicated 
educator, public servant, and 
advocate for both vocational 
education and community 
development.

Dr. Michael F. Fitzpatrick honored with statewide recognition for 
decades of public service and educational leadership

Dr. Michael F. 
Fitzpatrick

Grant 
proposals
being
sought

MONSON – The 
Monson Cultural Council 
is seeking grant proposals 
from organizations, schools, 
and individuals for com-
munity-orientated projects 
in the arts, humanities, and 
interpretive sciences. 

These grants can sup-
port a variety of projects 
including lectures, work-
shops, performances in 
schools, exhibits, and festi-
vals and must take place be-
tween Jan. 1, 2026 and Dec. 
31, 2026.   

Monson priorities can 
be found online at www.
MassCulturalCouncil.org 
along with the link to the 
online application.  

 The application will 
be available starting Sept. 
2, 2025,  and the deadline is 
October 16, 2025.

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER – The Palmer 
and Ware football game is 
something that people from 
both communities look for-
ward to attending every fall. 

While it’s a very import-

ant game, Palmer head coach 
Matt Marciniec tries to treat 
the game like any other on 
his team’s schedule.

“The game does have a 
lot of tradition,” said Mar-
ciniec, who has been the 
Panthers varsity football 
coach since 2019. “Once the 

game starts, you always try 
your best to make it as nor-
mal as possible. The play-
ers always look forward to 
playing Ware, especially the 
seniors.”

The 99th meeting on 

Panthers looking to score 
upset of rival Indians

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE – It has been 
ten years since Ware High 
School has suffered a loss 
on the gridiron to archival 
Palmer. 

The members of the 
2025 Indians varsity football 

team will be looking to keep 
the Palmer-Ware trophy, 
which is shaped like a foot-
ball, for another 365 days.

“We’ve been fortunate 
to keep the trophy here at 
Ware High School for the 
past nine years,” said Ware 
varsity football coach Mike 
Fazio. “We have our work 

cut out for us this year. I’ve 
already watched a couple of 
Palmer football games on 
video. They do have a cou-
ple of stud athletes. Coach 
(Matt) Marciniec always puts 
together good game plans 
against us. We just need to be 

Ware football team looks 
for 51st win over Palmer

GOOD LUCK & PLAY HARD!
Hours of Operation: Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm  

MA State Inspection: Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-4:30pm, Sat. 8am-12pm

105 West St., Ware • 413-277-6258

Celebrating 85 Years!Celebrating 85 Years!

Rondeau’sRondeau’s
DAIRY BARDAIRY BAR

Ware Road, Rte. 32, Palmer

First Opened May 1940

HOMEMADE ICE CREAM
The BestThe Best

in the Areain the Area
57 FLAVORS57 FLAVORSFamous 

for our

Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters
Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing

Snow Removal • Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

PLAY HARD!

10 Maple Street • Ware, MA 01082
(413) 967-6281
www.quabbin.com

Good Luck 
players!!

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

www.penningtonpaintingco.net
Dustin Pennington • 413-813-7328

GOOD LUCK!GOOD LUCK!

PALMER WARE
SPORTS

acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

PALMER   ❙   page 12 WARE   ❙   page 13

Matthew Santos scrambles around during early season action. 	 Turley photos by David Henry

Jimmy Sem heads to the side. Landon Couture and Kenith Brown combine for a tackle.

Jaiden Berthiaume heads toward the right side earlier this season.

Alex Orszulak rushes for the Indians.
Troy Jurczyk takes the snap.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
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Plumbing, Heating
and Air Conditioning
Service

1 East Main St., Ware, MA 01082
Office: 413-967-3544
E-mail: info@pvehvac.com pvehvac.com

Congratulations to the
Class of 2019!

Plumbing, Heating
and Air Conditioning
Service

1 East Main St., Ware, MA 01082
Office: 413-967-3544
E-mail: info@pvehvac.com pvehvac.com

Congratulations to the
Class of 2019!GOOD LUCK!

NAT FALK
64 Main St., Ware • 967-6721

Open Sundays 12-5 & Mondays 9-5 til Christmas,
Tues. 10-5:30, Wed. 10-6, Thurs. & Fri. 9-7, Sat. 9-4

BIG & TALLS
FREE ALTERATIONS

JIM’S FORMALWARE SUPPLIER
BOY SCOUT SUPPLIER*

*Some Restrictions Apply

Best of Luck to Everyone!

MONSON MONSON Italian PizzeriaItalian PizzeriaMONSON MONSON Italian PizzeriaItalian Pizzeria
136 Main St., Monson

413-267-9792

Dine In & Take-Out

ORDERS TO TAKE OUT Phone ahead & 
your order will be ready when you arrive

Taste Our Calzones!

Open Daily 11am-10pm

Deputy tax ColleCtors

137 Main Street  •  PO BOx 720
 Ware, Ma 01082-0720

HOurS: MOnday - Friday 8:00 aM - 4:00 PM

Jeffery & Jeffery Inc.

GOOD LUCK TO OUR STARS!

413-967-9941                    WWW.jeFFeryandjeFFery.cOM

Inc.
HVAC SERVICES – LICENSED & INSURED

Owners – Peter and Suzanne Harper

For All Your Heating and Cooling Needs

Call Us For Reliable, Competent, Local Service

413-967-4721

We’re a full service, family owned business.
We respect the needs of our customers and strive 

to build long lasting relationships.

• Sheet Metal
• Duct Cleaning
• Maintenance

• Inspections
• Installations
• Exhaust Fans

ESTABLISHED

2006

Owner - Peter Harper
Call Us For Reliable, Competent, Local Service

413-967-4721

Best of Luck to Both Teams!

182 West St, Ware, MA 01082

413-967-5562
We are currently accepting new patients

GOOD LUCK 
TO BOTH TEAMS!

1307 Park Street, Palmer

413-284-2230
www.DemoresAutomotive.com

Good Luck 
to Both 
Teams SMALL BUSINESS LOANS

BUSINESS CONSULTING
COMPUTER TRAINING CLASSES

Microsoft Office Products - Quickbooks

Quaboag Valley Community
Development Corporation
and Business Assistance Corporation

●  SMALL BUSINESS LOANS
●  BUSINESS TRAINING/PLANNING
●  BUSINESS CONSULTING
●  COMPUTER TRAINING CLASSES
      Microsoft Office Products - Quick Books

For more information call
(413) 967-3001

QVCDC.org  •  Fax 413-967-3008

23 West Main Street Ware, MA 01082
The Quaboag Valley CDC is an equal opportunity employer, lender and provider.

For more information call 413.967.3001
QVCDC.org  •  Fax: 413.967.3008

23 West Main Street, Ware, MA 01082

GO WARE INDIANS!
Good Luck To All Players!

Quaboag Valley Community
Development Corporation
and Business Assistance Corporation

●  SMALL BUSINESS LOANS
●  BUSINESS TRAINING/PLANNING
●  BUSINESS CONSULTING
●  COMPUTER TRAINING CLASSES
      Microsoft Office Products - Quick Books

For more information call
(413) 967-3001

QVCDC.org  •  Fax 413-967-3008

23 West Main Street Ware, MA 01082
The Quaboag Valley CDC is an equal opportunity employer, lender and provider.

201 Park Avenue, Suite 2 • West Springfield, MA 01089 
T: 413.734.9040 • F: 413.781.5609 • www.bppc.com

The talented team at Burkhart Pizzanelli provides 
expertise in a full range of accounting and financial services.

Feel free to call on us at 413.734.9040.

ACCOUNTING • CONSULTING • LITIGATION • RETIREMENT PLANS • TAX PLANNING

Richard F. Burkhart, CPA and Salvatore J. Pizzanelli, CPA, JD, PFS

The talented team at Burkhart Pizzanelli
provides expertise in a full range of accounting 
and financial services. Feel free to call on us at 
413.734.9040.

201 Park Avenue, Suite 2, West Springfield, MA
T: 413.734.9040 • F: 413.781.5609
www.bppc.com

Accounting
Consulting
Litigation
Retirement Plans
Tax Planning

Julie M. Quink, CPA and Deborah J. Penzias, CPA

1465 North Main Street, Palmer, MA
T: 413.283.7671  •  F: 413.283.4088

www.bppc.com

Everyone is a winner in our book!

PHS Football 2025-2026 Roster
 No.	    Name	 Position	 Grade

1	 Matthew Santos	 QB/DB	 12
3	 Dylan Doherty	 RB/LB	 12
5	 Hunter Baird	 WR/LB	 11
7	 Jimmy Sem	 RB/LB	 9
8	 Dakota Natalino	 TE/LB	 11
9	 Griffin Nawrocki	 RB/CB	 11
10	 Tarillo Smola	 TE/LB	 8
11	 Adrian Hernandez	 RB/LB	 11
12	 Hunter White	 RB/LB	 12
14	 Kenith Brown	 WR/CB	 8
18	 Kayden Harvey	 WR/CB	 10
21	 Dylan Holbrook	 WR/DB	 11
22	 Daimyon Marrero	 WR/DB	 10
24	 Emilio Argueta	 WR/DB	 9
56	 Dimitri Nava	 C, DT	 9
61	 Kodah Laviolette-Gonzalez	 C, DT	 12
63	 Maxx Garcia	 C, DT	 8
66	 Kaleb Hayes	 OG, LB	 12
70	 Jared Perry	 OT, DE	 12
71	 Landon Couture	 OG, LB	 12
77	 Gavin Smola	 OT, DE	 12
78	 Dustin Moulton	 OT, DT	 9
90	 Jayden Ryan	 OT, DT	 11

Palmer Football (3-4)
Week 1 –   Friday, Sept. 12 – Palmer 7, Pathfinder 6
Week 2 –   Friday, Sept. 19 – David Prouty 28, Palmer 19
Week 3 –   Friday, Sept. 26 – Chicopee 12, Palmer 7
Week 4 –   Friday, Oct. 3 – Greenfield 26, Palmer 6
Week 5 –   Friday, Oct. 10 – Palmer 30, Athol 0
Week 6 –   Friday, Oct. 17 – Franklin Tech 49, Palmer 0
Week 7 –   Thursday, Oct. 23 – Palmer 41, Mahar 6
Week 8 –   Saturday, Nov. 1 – at Ware 1 p.m.
Week 9 –   Nov. 7/8 – TBD
Week 10 – Nov. 14/15 – TBD
Thanksgiving – Thursday, Nov. 27 – vs. Ludlow 10 a.m. 

the gridiron between the two 
neighboring high schools is 
scheduled to take place at his-
toric Veterans’ Field in Ware 
at 1 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 1. 

The admission price for 
the football game is $5 for 
adults. $3 for senior citizens 
65 and older. The ticket price 
for students in grades 7-12 is 
also $3. Only cash will be ac-
cepted at the gate. No credit 
cards or on-line ticketing.

Ware enters this year’s 
contest with a 50-43-5 over-
all lead in the rivalry series 
which began in 1925. The two 
teams didn’t face each other 
in 2020 due to the COVID 19 
pandemic.

The last time that the 
Panthers, who have been 
coached by Marciniec since 
2019, defeated the Indians 
was in 2015 by the final score 
of 14-6 at Legion Field.

Marciniec was an assis-
tant football coach in 2015 
under legendary head coach 
Peter Farr.

“I do recall the names 
of my former players, but 
I don’t remember specific 
games very well,” Marciniec 
said. “The only thing that I 
remember about last year’s 
game against Ware was the 
final score was 7-6. We hav-
en’t won the Ware game in a 
few years.”  

The Panthers’ starting 
quarterback in the 2015 vic-

tory against Ware was Ryan 
McCarthy, who was inducted 
into the Palmer Athletic Hall 
of Fame on October 18. Mc-
Carthy rushed for a total of 
194 yards and scored a pair 
of rushing touchdowns in 
that contest. 

The Panthers currently 
have a 2-4 overall record and 
a 1-2 record against Inter-
county North opponents.

They began the 2025 
regular season by squeaking 
out a 7-6 win over cross-town 
rival Pathfinder Tech at his-
toric Legion Field. They also 
posted a 30-0 win at Athol 
High School on October 10, 
which snapped a three game 
losing streak.  

Palmer lost at Franklin 
County Tech, 49-0, in week 
6, which pretty much elim-
inates them from finishing 
first in the league standings. 

The seniors listed on 

the Panthers 2025 varsity 
football roster are Matt San-
tos, Dylan Doherty, Hunter 
White, Kodah Laviolette, 
Kaleb Hayes, Jared Perry, 
Gavin Smola, and Landon 
Couture.

“The seniors have played 
a huge role in our program,” 
Marciniec said. “It would be 
special if they can win this 
year’s game against Ware. 
They’re working hard to ac-
complish it.” 

The Panthers annual 
senior night game will be 
against Mahar Regional on 
Thursday night.

Santos is the Panthers 
starting quarterback this fall.

“Matt has been our start-
ing quarterback since his 
freshman year and he knows 
the offense very well,” Mar-
ciniec said. “He has grown 
a lot during the past couple 
of years. One area where he 

has improved is his passing 
game. He’s the leader of our 
offense.”  

Doherty, who’s a run-
ning back, rushed for more 
than 1,000 yards as a junior. 
He didn’t play in the first six 
games of this season due to 
an injury.

“I’m not really sure if 
Dylan will be playing in 
the Ware game,” Marciniec 
said. “He’s one of the tough-
est players that I’ve ever 
coached. We’ve missed him 
this year. He has the ability 
to take over a game.”

The duo of Santos and 
Doherty, along with Perry, 
Smola, and Laviolette are the 
Panthers captains.

White is a running back.
Another running back is 

freshman Jimmy Sem.
Junior Dylan Holbrook 

is a wide receiver and T.J. 
Smola, who’s an eighth grad-

er, is listed as a tight end. 
Holbrook also handles 

the place kicking duties.
T.J.’s older brother, 

Gavin, is both an offensive 
lineman and defensive end. 

Laviolette is the starting 
center and Couture, who had 
previously been a tight end, 
will switch to a guard posi-
tion. Perry is a tackle. Hayes, 
who a first-year member of 
the football team, is also a 
lineman.

Perry and Couture, along 
with sophomore Kayden 
Harvey, and freshman Dustin 
Moulton, attend Monson 
High School. They’re able to 
play football for the Panthers 
as part of a co-op.  

Perry, Gavin Smola, and 
White are three of the Pan-
thers key defensive players.

Eighth grader K.J. 
Brown has also seen some 
playing time on defense.

Turley’s 
Amanda Munson 

asked the captains...

“What do 
you like 

most about 
being part 
of Palmer 
football?”

Ask the

CAPTAINS

“The connections that you make with your 
teammates, like we are more than a team, we are 
more of a family. We are a tight-knit group is what 
we like to say, we are really close. When we go to 
practice, it feels like we are hanging out with friends, 
but we get the work in.”

– Gavin Smola, OT/DE

“My favorite part about playing with this team 
for four years is our positive energy during our 
games, around the school, and everywhere around 
Palmer.”

– Dylan Doherty, RB/DB

“Experiencing the hardships with the team, 
being able to build as a team and play together. Every 
game takes everybody, it’s not just one person.”

– Kodah Laviolette-Gonzalez, C/DT

“The people, I really 
enjoy my teammates and 
seeing them every day. I 
really enjoy football.”

– Jared Perry, 
OT/DE

“The culture that is set 
here, with the coaching 
staff, we keep a tight 
ship. Everyone knows 
everyone, we work really 
hard together.”

– Matthew Santos, 
QB/DB

PALMER  ❙  from page 11
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Never a Document Fee 
Never A Dealer Prep Fee

Never An Interest Rate Mark Up

E. Main St., Rtes. 9 & 32, Ware
Just Over the West Brookfield Line

413-967-4210 or 800-793-2078
www.guzikmotors.com

Good Luck to All!

In Memory of #5
Good Luck To Both Teams!

95 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082
413-277-0364  |  dioguardijewelers.com

173 West Street, Ware, MA
413-967-7140 

dhillonfamilydental.com

Dhillon Family & 
Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. Navkiran Dhillon and the staff at 
Dhillon Family & Cosmetic Dentistry 

wishes the players a great & fun game!

SPECIAL SHOUTOUT TO
#65 ENRIQUE BURTON

GRAND RE-OPENING
Saturday November 4; 11 AM – 2 PM

139 West St., Ware, MA

GRAND RE-OPENING
Saturday November 4; 11 AM – 2 PM

139 West St., Ware, MA

Visit Our Newly 
Remodeled Store at

1559 North Main St., Palmer, MA

BROOKSIDE MART CITGO
West Street, Ware, MA

GOOD LUCK
TO BOTH TEAMS!

COUNTRY CORNER CITGO
Three Rivers, MA

WHS Football 2025-2026 Roster
 No.	    Name	 Position	 Grade

1	 Troy Jurczyk	 QB/DB	 11
2	 Sean Bernier	 WR/DB	 12
3	 Mekhai Johnson	 WR/DB	 11
4	 Ian Hogan	 WR/LB	 10
5	 Dalton Marquis	 RB/DB	 10
6	 Jadrien Berthiaume	 RB/LB	 12
7	 Troy Dufresne	 WR/DB	 12
8	 Zachary Safford	 RB/LB	 10
9	 Liam Trench Catala	 RB/LB	 9
10	 Brayden Compton	 WR/DB	 12
11	 Enrique Martinez, Jr.	 TE/DL	 12
12	 Daniel McDonald-Flowers	 RB/LB	 8
13	 Rhys Clark	 QB/DB	 7
14	 Caleb Gorman	 WR/LB	 10
17	 Nathaniel Dionne	 WR/DB	 7
18	 Mason Lugo	 WR/DB	 8
20	 Mason Kalafarski	 RB/LB	 9
21	 Sebastian Schmidt	 RB/LB	 11
22	 Robert Wood	 OL/DL	 12
24	 Dane Dulak	 RB/DB	 9
54	 Cam Grushey	 OL/DL	 11
55	 Jacob McNamee	 LB/OL	 11
56	 Clayten Cortright	 OL/DL	 10
60	 Ethan Corder	 OL/DL	 12
61	 Santino Mirabile	 OL/DL	 7
62	 Philip Dupell	 OL/DL	 12
63	 Joshua King	 OL/DL	 7
64	 Kahmari Crump	 OL/DL	 11
65	 Enrique Burton	 OL/DL	 11
68	 Jayden Diaz	 OL/DL	 11
70	 Jeremiah Simmons	 OL/DL	 9
71	 Jacoby Heredia	 OL/DL	 12
73	 Andrew Bonilla	 OL/DL	 11
74	 Cameron Hickey	 OL/DL	 7
75	 Hunter Briand	 OL/DL	 11
76	 Marek Luongo	 OL/DL	 12
77	 Nathan Kelly	 OL/DL	 8
78	 Sincere McLaurin	 OL/DL	 9
84	 Alex Orszulak	 TE/LB	 12

Ware Football Schedule (5-2)
Week 1 –   Friday, Sept. 12 – Ware 12, Easthampton 8
Week 2 –   Friday, Sept. 19 – Belchertown 21, Ware 20
Week 3 –   Friday, Sept. 26 – SICS 20, Ware 19
Week 4 –   Friday, Oct. 3 – Ware 27, Franklin Tech 14
Week 5 –   Friday, Oct. 10 – Ware 48, Mahar 6
Week 6 –   Friday, Oct. 17 – Ware 26, Athol 0
Week 7 –   Friday, Oct. 24 – Ware 14, Greenfield 0
Week 8 –   Saturday, Nov. 1 – vs. Palmer 1 p.m.
Week 9 –   Nov. 7/8 – TBD
Week 10 – Nov. 14/15 – TBD
Thanksgiving – Wednesday, Nov. 26 – at Quaboag 6 p.m.

ready for everything that they 
might do against us. I have a 
lot of respect for coach Mar-
ciniec.” 

The 99th meeting on 
the gridiron between the two 
neighboring high schools is 
scheduled to take place at 
Veterans’ Field in Ware on 
Saturday, Nov. 1. Kickoff will 
be at 1 p.m. 

The admission price for 
the rivalry football game is $5 
for adults, and $3 for senior 
citizens 65 and older. The 
price for students in grades 
7-12 is also $3. Cash will 
only be accepted at the gate. 
No credit cards or on-line 
ticketing. 

A year ago, the Indians 
squeaked out an exciting 7-6 
victory over the Panthers at 
Legion Field in Palmer. 

“It’s an old fashion rival-
ry game and you can throw 
the records out the window,” 
Fazio said. “Whichever team 
makes the fewest mistakes 
usually wins the game.” 

There are several events 
that take place leading up to 
the game on Saturday after-
noon.

It’s more than just a foot-
ball game,” Fazio said. “The 
Palmer and Ware senior ban-
quet is an amazing thing. No-
body else does anything like 

that. There are also pep ral-
lies and bonfires. I think it’s 
a cool memory for the kids, 
especially whenever you’re 
playing the game at home.”   

Prior to last season, Ware 
had outscored Palmer, 112-
28, in their previous three 
meetings. 

The Indians, who have 
won the last eight games 
against the Panthers, holds 
a 50-43-5 overall lead in the 
rivalry series which began in 
1925. The two teams didn’t 
face each other in 2020 due to 
the COVID 19 pandemic.

The last time that the 
Panthers, who have been 
coached by Marciniec since 
2019, defeated the Indians 
was in 2015 by the final score 
of 14-6 at Legion Field.

The Indians, who are 
members of the Intercoun-
ty North  Division, have also 
captured the league title the 
past eight years.  

“If we can win anoth-
er league title, it would be 
a great way for the seniors 
to wrap up their high school 
career,” Fazio said. “It’ll also 
help us set the tone for next 
year. Winning the league title 
is always one of our goals ev-
ery year.”

The Ware seniors are 
Sean Bernier, Jadrien Ber-
thiaume, Troy Dufresne, 
Brayden Compton, Enrique 

Martinez, Robert Wood, 
Ethan Corder, Phillip Dupell, 
Jacoby Heredia, Marek Luon-
go, and Alex Orszulak.

“The seniors are very 
good football players and 
they’re even better kids,” 
Fazio said. “They’re fully in-
vested and are committed to 
our football program.”

Berthiaume, Luongo, 
Bernier, Dufresne, and Orszu-
lak are the Indians captains.

Ware has a 4-2 overall re-
cord and a 3-0 league record. 

Following back-to-back 
one point losses against 
Belchertown and the Spring-
field International Charter 
School, the Indians have 
reeled off three straight wins 
against Franklin County Tech 
(27-14), Mahar Regional (48-
6), and Athol (26-0).

Before the Indians can 
start preparing for the annual 
rivalry game, they’re sched-
uled to play a road game 
against league rival Green-
field on Friday night. Ware 
has won the last five games in 
that series.

Junior Troy Jurczyk will 
be the Indians starting quar-
terback against Palmer for the 
first time.

 “Troy has grown im-
mensely since week one,” 
Fazio said. “He’s been doing 
everything a little bit better 
each week. He has done a 

very good job so far this sea-
son.” 

Two of the Indians offen-
sive threats are Berthiaume, 
who’s a running back, and 
Orszulak, who’s a fullback 
this season after being a tight-
end last year.

“I met Alex for the first 
time during the summer be-
fore his seventh grade year,” 
Fazio said. “I’ve watched 
him grow up and he’s now a 
stud. He’s planning to play 
college football next year. Al 
and Jadrien wouldn’t be very 
successful without having a 
strong offensive line.”

Berthiaume did have a 
very memorable game against 
Palmer two years ago. He 
scored three rushing touch-
downs during the first half 
leading the Indians to 49-7 
home victory.

The Indians tight-end 
this fall is junior Dalton Mar-
quis.

The members of the of-
fensive line are junior Cam 
Grushey, junior Hunter Bri-
and, junior Jayden Diaz, Mar-
tinez, and Heredia.

Dufresne and Bernier are 
the wide receivers.

The Indians leading play-
ers defensively are Berthiau-
me, Dufresne, Orszulak, Ber-
nier, Dupell, sophomore Ian 
Hogan, and junior Enrique 
Burton.

WARE  ❙  from page 11

“The tradition and the culture is amazing, 
Coach Fazio has done an amazing job creating the 
culture. Year in and year out, he gets kids to try out 
the sport and they love it. Most people realize it’s 
their favorite sport.”

– Alex Orszulak, TE/LB

“Everything honestly - I love football, I’ve loved 
football from a very young age. Going to high school, 
it’s a lot different than the youth program we have. 
It’s a lot tougher, coach makes show up everyday 
and plays our hearts out. We work for everything we 
do and that’s what led us to being successful.”

– Sean Bernier, WR/DB

“I love the traditions 
that we all do, it’s been 
going on since the 
beginning of Ware High 
School football and it’s a 
great thing we always do.”
– Jadrien Berthiaume, 

RB/LB

Turley’s 
Amanda Munson 

asked the captains...

“What do 
you like 

most about 
being part 

of Ware 
football?”

“The family mentality 
we have here, when we 
make a play, we celebrate 
with all of our teammates.”

– Marek Luongo, 
OL/DL

“The culture, every day you show up and have to 
work hard. To win, you all have to buy in and that’s 
what this team is about. Everybody is bought in and 
we are a big family.”

– Troy Dufresne, WR/DB

Ask the

CAPTAINS

Get Ready For SomeGet Ready For Some

footballfootball
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LUNCH 
IS ON US! 
We are proud of the culinary experience we 

provide our residents and guests. 
Call 413-758-5377 to schedule your visit!

Contact Mary at 413-758-5377 or  
mdembkowski@cedarbrookvillage.com

73 South Street • Ware, Massachusetts 01082 • CedarbrookVillage.com

INDEPENDENT LIVING

ASSISTED LIVING

MEMORY CARE

WE’D LOVE TO MEET YOU.

Making memories 
to last a lifetime.

www.nescoautobody.com

• Free Estimates by Appointment

283-640389 1/2 State St.,Bondsville, MA

WE MAKE IT EASY FOR YOU!

• Collision Specialists

WE HANDLE ALL INSURANCE CLAIMS

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTO BODY CENTER

RS #1688

Jodi Wilson Chartier
36 West Street, Ware

967-8022

Best of Luck!!
Changes Hair Design

   

OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon.-Thurs. 11 am - 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 11 am - 10 pm • Sun. 11 am - 9 pm

CHECK OUT OUR MENU!
ASK ABOUT DELIVERY!

1620 North Main Street, 
Palmer, MA  01069

413 283-5555
Fax 413-283-5558

Cheering on 
OUR LOCAL KIDS 
in the HEADLINES 
& on the SIDELINES
The Journal Register 
&

40 East Main St., Ware • 413-967-6018
Train Hard & Good Luck!

Missing

#71
Billy & Stacy 
& Everyone

1925	 Palmer 0	 Ware 0
1926	 Ware 13	 Palmer 7
1927	 Palmer 13	 Ware 7
1928	 Palmer 13	 Ware 6
1929	 Ware 13	 Palmer 2
1930	 Ware 13	 Palmer 6
1931	 Palmer 6	 Ware 0
1932	 Palmer 34	 Ware 0
1933	 Palmer 32	 Ware 0
1934	 Palmer	 14	 Ware 13
1935	 Palmer	 14	 Ware 13
1936	 Ware 12	 Palmer 6
1937	 Palmer 0	 Ware 0
1938	 Ware 26	 Palmer 6
1939	 Ware 13	 Palmer 0
1940	 Ware 6		  Palmer 0
1941	 Palmer 0	 Ware 0
1942	 Palmer 39	 Ware 0
1943	 Palmer	 62	 Ware 0
1944	 No game
1945	 Palmer	 15	 Ware 0
1946	 Palmer 0	 Ware 0
1947	 Palmer 13	 Ware 6
1948	 Ware 14	 Palmer 7
1949	 Palmer 24	 Ware 0
1950	 Palmer 51	 Ware 6
1951	 Palmer 25	 Ware 14
1952	 Palmer 32	 Ware 13
1953	 Palmer 32	 Ware 13
1954	 Palmer 34	 Ware 13
1955	 Palmer 6	 Ware 0
1956	 Palmer	 13	 Ware 6
1957	 Ware 54	 Palmer 13
1958	 Ware 10	 Palmer 0

1959	 Ware 24	 Palmer 14
 (win Guard Trophy)

1960	 Palmer 14	 Ware 0
1961	 Palmer	 22	 Ware 14
1962	 Palmer	 14	 Ware 0
1963	 Palmer	 28	 Ware 14
1964	 Palmer	 28	 Ware 6
1965	 Palmer 28	 Ware 0
1966	 Palmer 34	 Ware 6
1967	 Palmer	 13	 Ware 6
1968 	 Ware 18	 Palmer 6 

(snowstorm moved game to Nov. 23)
1969	 Palmer 42	 Ware 6
1970	 Ware 12	 Palmer 6
1971	 Ware 6		  Palmer 2
1972	 Palmer	 26	 Ware 9
1973	 Palmer	 14	 Ware 12
1974	 Ware 14	 Palmer 6
1975	 Ware 18	 Palmer 6
1976	 Palmer 8	 Ware 0
1977	 Ware 20	 Palmer 0
1978	 Palmer 6	 Ware 0
1979	 Ware 38	 Palmer 12
1980	 Ware 21	 Palmer 0
1981	 Ware 27	 Palmer 0
1982	 Palmer	 12	 Ware 6
1983	 Ware 10	 Palmer 6
1984	 Ware 7		  Palmer 0
1985	 Palmer 26	 Ware 6
1986	 Palmer	 34	 Ware 14
1987	 Palmer 16	 Ware 0
1988	 Palmer	 14	 Ware 12
1989	 Ware 21	 Palmer 7
1990	 Ware 28	 Palmer 6
1991	 Ware 14	 Palmer 14

1992	 Ware 46	 Palmer 0
1993	 Ware 34	 Palmer 27
1994	 Ware 14	 Palmer 7
1995	 Ware 8		  Palmer 6
1996	 Palmer 21	 Ware 12
1997	 Ware 28	 Palmer 6
1998	 Ware 30	 Palmer 0
1999	 Ware 42	 Palmer 0
2000	 Ware 34	 Palmer 0
2001	 Ware 28	 Palmer 0
2002	 Ware 20	 Palmer 6
2003	 Ware 20	 Palmer 14
2004	 Ware 43	 Palmer 6
2005	 Palmer 12	 Ware 0
2006	 Ware 8		  Palmer 6
2007	 Palmer 26	 Ware 6
2008	 Palmer 33	 Ware 0
2009	 Ware 16	 Palmer 6
2010	 Palmer	 33	 Ware 0
2011	 Palmer	 21	 Ware 0
2012	 Ware 29	 Palmer 20
2013	 Ware 20	 Palmer 0
2014	 Ware 14	 Palmer 0
2015	 Palmer 14	 Ware 6
2016	 Ware 26	 Palmer 6
2017	 Ware 41	 Palmer 6
2018	 Ware 19	 Palmer 6
2019	 Ware 34	 Palmer 28
2020	 No game played – COVID
2021	 Ware 42	 Palmer 21
2022	 Ware 21	 Palmer 0
2023	 Ware 49	 Palmer 7
2024	 Ware 7		  Palmer 6

2025        at WHS on Nov. 1 at 1 p.m.

Palmer vs. Ware - 
Past results
With their 2024 win, their 10th in the last 11 years, Ware now leads all-time series 50-43-5.

Troy Dufresne looks to make a tackle.

Troy Dufresne and Alex Orszulak go for a tackle.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Above, Jadrien Berthiaume 
heads toward the right side 
on a run. Right, Quarterback 
Brady Dyer makes a pass at-
tempt.

Matthew Santos flips a shovel pass away.

Taydem Haley emerges from the crowd on a run.

After a rout for the Ware 
Indians in the 2023 game, 
Ware won by the narrow-
est of margins in 2024, with 
just an extra point helping 
the Indians grab the win 7-6 
over Palmer. Jadrien Ber-
thiaume carried the ball five 
times during the Indians first 
offensive series for a total of 
15 yards. Brady Dyer also 
completed a 23-yard pass to 
junior Alex Orszulak. Orszu-
lak took the snap from center 

before throwing a high pass 
which was caught by Dyer 
over a Palmer defender with 
one-hand before he dashed 
into the end zone with 5:50 
left in the first quarter. Dyer 
also made the extra point at-
tempt.

Following an intercep-
tion, Palmer took possession 
of the ball in the second half. 
On the second play of the se-
ries, Matt Santos completed a 
24-yard pass to Jones placing 

the ball at the Indians 42. Fol-
lowing three Dylan Doherty 
runs, Santos connected with 
Doherty for a 31-yard re-
ception at the four yard line. 
Then Doherty, who left the 
game briefly in the third quar-
ter with an injury, completed 
the eight play scoring drive 
with a four yard TD run with 
10:56 left in regulation. The 
two-point conversion failed 
and that was all the scoring in 
the game.

A look at last year’s game
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SOCCER SOCCER

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

MONSON – Prior to this 
season, the Monson and Le-
nox girls’ soccer teams had 
faced each other twice in the 
Western Mass. tournament 
and once in the Division 5 
state tournament since 2021.

The second-seeded Lady 
Mustangs, who won those 
three matchups, didn’t have 
very much trouble posting 
a 9-2 victory over the sev-
enth-seeded Millionaires in a 
Western Mass. Class C quar-
terfinal game held at Larry 
Tassinari Field, last Thursday 
afternoon.

“I was expecting this to 
be a lot closer match, but my 
team came out and played 
very well,” said Monson 
head coach Larry Pagliaro. 
“We pretty much dominated 
the entire 80 minutes of the 
game. I’m very proud of the 
girls.” 

The Lady Mustangs, 
who entered the Western 
Mass. tournament with a 6-9-
1 regular season record, beat 
Lenox, 7-2, in the 2021 West-
ern Mass. finals. They’ve also 
defeated Mount Greylock in 
the finals twice in the past 
three seasons.

Pagliaro was expecting 
to face McCann Tech in this 
year’s quarterfinals, but the 
pairings were changed at the 
last minute.

“We faced Lenox in the 
semifinals last year,” Paglia-
ro said. “I haven’t seen them 
play this season, but we were 
familiar with them.” 

Despite finishing the reg-
ular season with a below .500 
record, Monson was ranked 
fourth in the MIAA Division 
5 power rankings.

The Lady Mustangs set 
the tone when senior Hannah 
Murphy received a pass from 
junior Emma Maziarz before 
lofting a shot that deflected 
into the back of the net off the 
crossbar 23 seconds into the 

opening half.
Murphy, who broke the 

state’s goal record during the 
regular season, is the Lady 
Mustangs only senior. She 
scored two more goals during 
the first ten minutes of the 
contest.

“Hannah is the leader of 
our team this year. I feel very 
lucky to have the opportunity 
to coach her. She’s an out-
standing soccer player and 
is a great kid,” Pagliaro said. 
“We’ve also had some other 
players step up this year. It’s 
been a lot of fun coaching this 
year’s team.”

Eighth grader Jordyn 
Szado, who scored only one 
regular season goal, also re-
corded a hat-trick against 
Lenox (4-11-2), who were 
ranked 20th in the Division 5 
power rankings.

“Jordyn scored the game 
winning goal at Frontier Re-

gional last week,” Pagliaro 
said. “She recorded her first 
varsity hat-trick in today’s 
game. She always gives 100 
percent at every practice. I’m 
looking forward to coach-
ing her during the next four 
years.”  

Szado scored the Lady 
Mustangs final goal of the 
opening half and both of her 
team’s goals in the second 
half. 

The Lady Mustangs oth-
er two first half goal scorers 
were seventh grader Lucy 
Maziarz and junior Chelsea 
Hull.

Monson held a 7-0 lead 
before senior Reeva Patel 
netted a goal for the Million-
aires.

Lenox sophomore Jane 
Elliot also scored a goal with 
ten minutes remaining in reg-

Monson girls advance
in WMass tournament

MONSON – Last week 
and early this week, Monson 
High School boys soccer, 
the top seed in the Class C 
tournament, advanced to the 
finals with wins over Gran-
by and Pioneer Valley Chris-
tian Academy. The top-seed-
ed Mustangs defeated their 
league rivals, the Rams, 
for a third time this season, 
edging the visitors 2-1 last 
Thursday. In the semifinals, 

Monson beat PVCA 1-0 on 
Monday afternoon, also at 
home. Monson’s finals op-
ponent will be Turners Falls. 
That game will be played at 
Ludlow High School on turf 
at 3 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 
30. From there, the Mus-
tangs will await their seed-
ing in the Division 5 state 
tournament. Monson enters 
the Western Mass. finals 
with a record of 14-1-3.

Boys soccer 
advances to 
WMass finals

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER – After sitting 
out the first six games with 
a left thumb injury, Palmer 
senior running back Dylan 
Doherty made his 2025 sea-
son debut on senior night. 

Doherty and seven of 
his classmates were honored 
during a ceremony held be-
fore the start of last Thursday 
night’s football game against 
Mahar Regional.

Doherty scored his first 
touchdown of the season late 
in the opening quarter and the 
Panthers rolled to a 41-6 vic-
tory over the Senators in an 
Intercounty North Division 
contest held at historic Legion 
Field. 

“I’ve worked very hard to 
get back on the field again,” 
said Doherty, who received 
the game ball from Panthers 
head coach Matt Marciniec. 
“Being able to play in the 
senior night game is the best 
feeling in the world.” 

The Panthers head coach 
was very glad that Doherty 
was carrying the ball instead 
of standing next to him on the 
sideline.

“I did enjoy having 
Dylan help me coach, but I 
really love seeing him run 
with the ball,” Marciniec said. 
“He’s one of the toughest 
kids that I’ve ever coached. 
He just runs over you. It was 
awesome having him back on 
the field.”

The Panthers other se-
niors are Matt Santos, Jared 
Perry, Hunter White, Kodah 

Panthers 
pick up win 
over Mahar

Pioneers 
fall at 
home

PALMER – In its fi-
nal game of the regular sea-
son, Pathfinder girls soccer 
was defeated by Athol High 
School. Athol took advantage 
of a depleted Pathfinder team 
that did not have a lot of depth 
on the bench. Athol would 
finish the game with a 5-0 win 
as Pathfinder fell to 4-9-2.

SOCCER   ❙   page 16
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Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Hannah Murphy sends a shot toward the goal.

Mason Murphy smothers a shot on goal. 	 Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Benjamin Pignone sends the ball forward. Kreslen Casseus makes the quick pass.

Brennan Peterson looks at the 
ball as he receives a pass.

FOOTBALL

Jenna McKinnehy goes after the loose ball. 

Amber Roman chases down a ball.

Evelyn Wood makes her way up the field.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Hannah Mellor winds up to clear the ball away.Megan Clark advances past midfield.

SOCCER

Angelina Miller wins the race to 
the ball.
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143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

413-967-3327
www.moultoninsurance.com

Anthony Tulloch
Monson High School

In an important Western Mass. quarterfinal 
game, Tulloch scored one of Monson’s two 
goals in the win over Granby.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli 
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to 
gscibelli@turley.com.

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Online Ordering Available 

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Chunky Blanket 
 Workshop
November 18th

See Website for More Information

Function 
Space 

 Available

Laviolette, Kaleb Hayes, 
Landon Couture, and Gavin 
Smola.

“The year before the 
seniors joined our football 
team, we had a successful 
season.” Marciniec added. 
“These guys have worked 
very hard during the past 
few years. I can’t say enough 
good things about this year’s 
senior class.”

The five four year play-
ers, who are also captains of 
this year’s squad, are 

Smola, Perry, White, 
Santos, and Doherty are the 
Panthers captains and four 
year members of the football 
team. 

Couture and Laviolette 
joined the football team as 
sophomores. Hayes is a first 
year member of the team.

“Tonight’s game means 
everything to us seniors. 
We’ve been playing on the 
same football team together 
since we were in the third 
grade,” said Santos, who has 
been the Panthers starting 
quarterback since he was 
a freshman. “It was a very 
special night, and we really 
wanted to win the game.”

Couture and Perry attend 
Monson High School. The 
duo are allowed to play foot-
ball for the Panthers as part of 
a co-op.

Once the game began it 
took the Panthers (3-4,2-2) 
less than five minutes to reach 
the endzone for the first time.

After Mahar (2-5, 0-4) 
won the coin toss and elected 
to defer until the start of the 
second half, the Panthers of-
fense put-together a 10-play 

scoring drive.
On the third play of the 

series, Doherty gained 18 
yards which moved the ball 
to the Senators 47. A couple 
of plays later, Doherty, who 
rushed for more than 100 
yards in the game, picked up 
37 yards down the left side-
line. A facemask penalty on 
Mahar at the end of the play 
placed the ball at the 7 yard 
line.

Following a holding pen-
alty on the home team, which 
moved the ball back to the 15, 
Santos completed a 10-yard 
TD pass to eighth grader T.J. 
Smola with 7:09 remaining 
in the opening quarter. Junior 
Dylan Holbrook made the ex-
tra point attempt.

After the Panthers de-
fense forced Mahar to punt 
for the first time, Doherty 
capped off a quick four play 
scoring drive, which cov-
ered 55 yards, with a 15-yard 
scamper into the end zone 
with 2:42 left in the opening 
quarter.

Holbrook’s extra point 
gave the Panthers a 14-0 lead.

Freshman running back 
Jimmy Sem took over the 
spotlight for the home team at 
the start of the second quarter. 

Sem, who also rushed for 
more than 100 yards, scored 
his fifth rushing touchdown 
of the season on a 14-yard 
run less than a minute into the 
second quarter giving Palmer 
a 21-0 advantage.

The Senators were 
forced to punt for the third 
time in the first half, but the 
series would continue when 
freshman Lee Cruz Jr. recov-
ered a fumble.

The visitors from Orange 
got on the scoreboard when 

sophomore QB Ringer Free-
land connected with senior 
Evan Nason for a 27-yard 
touchdown reception with 
8:26 left in the first half.

The two-point conver-
sion play failed.

Nason would recover 
a fumble on the kickoff, but 
Mahar was forced to punt for 
the fourth time.

The Panthers held a 27-6 
halftime lead, as Santos con-
nected with junior Hunter 
Baird for a 26-yard TD recep-
tion with 52 seconds remain-
ing in the second quarter. 
The extra point attempt was 
blocked.

Palmer junior Griffin 
Nawrocki closed out the 
opening half with an inter-
ception.

Sem scored his second 
rushing touchdown of the 
game following a 19-yard 
run with 7:16 left in the third 
quarter.

After a fumble was re-
covered by White giving the 
Panthers offense the ball at 
the Senators 34 yard line, 
White capped off the eight 
play scoring drive with a 12-
yard power run up the middle 
into the end zone with 1:24 
left in the third quarter. The 
extra point by Holbrook gave 
the home team a command-
ing 41-6 lead. 

Because the Panthers 
were leading by more than 30 
points at the end of the third 
quarter, the clock didn’t stop 
during the final twelve min-
utes of the contest. 

The Panthers will be 
looking to celebrate anoth-
er victory when they face 
archrival Ware High School 
on the road at 1pm on Satur-
day afternoon.

FOOTBALL  ❙  from page 15

ulation.
Monson sophomore 

goalie Grace Berry didn’t 
have to make very many oth-
er saves.

The Lady Mustangs were 
scheduled to host third-seed-
ed Easthampton in the semifi-
nals on Sunday afternoon. 

SOCCER  ❙  from page 1

Mackayla St. George 
makes a throw-in.

Chelsea Hulls winds up 
for a shot on goal.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Aubrey Hemm heads the ball off on defense.

Audrey Gregoire advances up the field.

Lylia Ellis fights to keep possession. Aria Stevenson sends a pass through her opponent.
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Town of Palmer
Town Council

Notice of Passage 
ADOPTION OF REVISED 
FLOODPLAIN DISTRICT 

ZONING ORDINANCE
On October 23rd, 2025, the 

Palmer Town Council adopted 
revisions to Chapter 171 Zoning, 
Article XIII - Floodplain Dis-
trict.  The revised ordinance up-
dates the floodplain regulations 
to comply with current Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) flood maps dated June 
7, 2023. Properties located in 
designated flood zones (Zones A 
and AE) are subject to new per-
mitting requirements. All con-
struction or development in the 
Floodplain District now requires 
a Floodplain Permit from the 
Conservation Agent (Floodplain 
Administrator). New structures 
over 300 square feet require an 
additional Special Permit from 
the Planning Board. Applica-
tions must include engineering 
certifications, elevation data, and 
detailed site plans. These regu-
lations protect public safety, re-
duce flood damage to properties, 
prevent utility disruptions, and 
maintain the Town’s eligibility 
for the National Flood Insurance 
Program. 

A complete text of the full or-
dinance revision is available at 
the office of the Town Manager 
and Town Clerk, 4417 Main St., 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

Town Council of Palmer, MA 
10/30/2025

TOWN OF PALMER
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40 A, Sections 
6 & 11 M.G.L. the Palmer Zon-
ing Board of Appeals will hold a 
Public Hearing on Monday, No-
vember 10th, 2025 at 6:15PM 
at the Palmer Town Administra-
tion Building, 4417 Main Street, 
Palmer, MA.

The applicant, Scott Giard, 
is requesting a Finding under 
§171.83J of the Palmer Zoning 
Ordinance to allow for the re-
placement of an existing shed 
with a larger shed in the setback. 
The property is located at 1287 
South Main Street, Palmer, MA. 
This parcel is also known as As-
sessor’s Map 55, Lot 165.

A copy of the application may 
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30 
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through 
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard 
on the application can contact 
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time 
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s 
(MNPA) website (http://mass
publicnotices.org).

Dennis Fountain, Chairman 
Palmer Zoning Board of Appeals
10/23, 10/30/2025

TOWN OF PALMER
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40 A, Sections 
6 & 11 M.G.L. the Palmer Zon-
ing Board of Appeals will hold a 
Public Hearing on Monday, No-
vember 10th, 2025 at 6:00PM 
at the Palmer Town Administra-
tion Building, 4417 Main Street, 
Palmer, MA.

The applicant, Richard Dran-
ka, is requesting a Finding under 
§171.83J of the Palmer Zoning 
Ordinance to allow for the con-
struction of an addition four feet 
into the setback. The property 
is located at 3118 South Main 
Street, Bondsville, MA. This par-
cel is also known as Assessor’s 
Map 86, Lot 112.

A copy of the application may 
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30 
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through 
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard 
on the application can contact 
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time 
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s 
(MNPA) website (http://mass-
publicnotices.org).

Dennis Fountain, Chairman 
Palmer Zoning Board of Appeals 
10/23, 10/30/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD25C0307CA 
In the matter of: 

Jennifer Nicole Anderson
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change Name 

of Adult has been filed by 
Jennifer Nicole Anderson of 
Palmer, MA requesting that the 
court enter a Decree changing 
their name to: 

Jennifer Nicole Counter
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appearance 
at: Hampden Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
11/06/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:  October 08, 2025 

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

10/30/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD24P1354EA
Estate of: 

Roger A. Julian
Date of Death: 

February 29, 2024
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Tracy A. Julian 
of Palmer, MA a Will has been 
admitted to informal probate. 

Tracy A. Julian of Palmer, 
MA

has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representa-
tive and can petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
10/30/2025

MORTGAGEE’S 
NOTICE OF 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of 

the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain Mortgage given by Brid-
get K. Sloan and Joseph C. Sloan 
to Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., as nominee 
for The Federal Savings Bank, 
its successors and assigns, dated 
November 16, 2018 and recorded 
with the Hampden County Regis-
try of Deeds at Book 22449, Page 
172, subsequently assigned to 
U.S. Bank National Association 
by Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc., as nominee 
for The Federal Savings Bank, 
its successors and assigns by as-
signment recorded in said Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds 
at Book 23042, Page 332 for 
breach of the conditions of said 
Mortgage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing same will be sold at 
Public Auction at 11:00 AM on 
November 6, 2025 at 92 Wales 
Road, Brimfield, MA, all and sin-
gular the premises described in 
said Mortgage, to wit: The land 
with buildings thereon in BRIM-
FIELD, Hampden County, Mas-
sachusetts, being further bounded 
and described as follows: 

The land being shown as Lot 
4 on the westerly side of Wales 
Road, Brimfield, Hampden 

County, Massachusetts, on sheet 
1 of 2 on a plan entitled “PLAN 
OF LAND, BRIMFIELD, MA, 
PREPARED FOR: JEFFREY L. 
PAULIN”, dated March 26, 2004, 
drawn by Fancy Land Surveying, 
3 Hastings Road, Spencer, MA 
and recorded with the Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds 
in Book of Plans 333, Page 53 
and Book of Plans 333, Page 
54. Said Lot 4 containing 1.532 
acres (66,750 +/- square feet) 
according to said plan. For title 
reference see Deed Book 22449, 
Page 128. 

The premises are to be sold 
subject to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restrictions, en-
croachments, building and zon-
ing laws, liens, unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, water bills, municipal liens 
and assessments, rights of tenants 
and parties in possession, and at-
torney’s fees and costs. 

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit 
of TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS 
AND 00 CENTS ($10,000.00) 
in the form of a certified check, 
bank treasurer’s check or money 
order will be required to be de-
livered at or before the time the 
bid is offered. The successful 
bidder will be required to execute 
a Foreclosure Sale Agreement 
immediately after the close of the 
bidding. The balance of the pur-
chase price shall be paid within 
thirty (30) days from the sale date 
in the form of a certified check, 
bank treasurer’s check or other 
check satisfactory to Mortgagee’s 
attorney. The Mortgagee reserves 
the right to bid at the sale, to re-
ject any and all bids, to continue 
the sale and to amend the terms 
of the sale by written or oral 
announcement made before or 
during the foreclosure sale. If the 
sale is set aside for any reason, 
the Purchaser at the sale shall be 
entitled only to a return of the 
deposit paid. The purchaser shall 
have no further recourse against 
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee 
or the Mortgagee’s attorney. The 
description of the premises con-
tained in said mortgage shall con-
trol in the event of an error in this 
publication. TIME WILL BE OF 
THE ESSENCE. 

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the sale. 

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION 

Present Holder of said 
Mortgage, 

By Its Attorneys, 
ORLANS LAW GROUP PLLC 

PO Box 540540 
Waltham, MA 02454 

Phone: (781) 790-7800 
22-003513 

10/16, 10/23, 10/30/2025

Town of Monson
Legal Notice

Public Hearing
Tax Classification

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
M.G.L CHAPTER 30A SEC-
TIONS 18-25, THAT THE 
MONSON SELECT BOARD 
will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, November 17, 2025, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Monson Town 
Offices building, Public Meeting 

Room, 110 Main Steet, Monson 
MA 01057.

The purpose of this Public 
Hearing will be on the issue of 
determining the percentages of 
tax levy to be borne by each class 
of real and personal property for 
Fiscal Year 2026.

All interested Monson taxpay-
ers are welcome to attend this 
hearing to present oral or writ-
ten comments on the matter. In 
the event a taxpayer is unable to 
attend the hearing, written com-
ments may be submitted, in ad-
vance, to the Office of the Select 
Board, Monson Town Offices, 
110 Main Street, Monson, MA 
01057.

Peter Warren,
Chair Select Board 

10/30, 11/06/2025

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF 

THE TRIAL COURT
DOCKET NO.  
25 SM 003215

ORDER OF NOTICE
TO:  The Heirs, Devisees, 

and Legal Representatives of 
the Estate of Fred L. Wallace, 
William E. Wallace, Richard F. 
Wallace

and to all persons entitled to 
the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. 
C. 50 §3901 (et seq):

HSBC Bank USA, N.A., as 
Trustee for the registered hold-
ers of Nomura Home Equity 
Loan, Inc., Asset-Backed Cer-
tificates, Series 2006-HE3

claiming to have an interest in 
a Mortgage covering real prop-
erty in Holland, numbered 13 
Collette Drive, given by Fred L. 
Wallace and Judith A. Wallace to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as 
nominee for First NLC Finan-
cial Services, LLC, its successors 
and assigns, dated May 8, 2006, 
and recorded in Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book 
15900, Page 356, and now held 
by the Plaintiff by assignment, 
has/have filed with this court a 
complaint for determination of 
Defendant’s/Defendants Service-
members status.

If you now are, or recently 
have been, in the active military 
service of the United States of 
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act. 
If you object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned property 
on that basis, then you or your 
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or before 
12/08/2025 or you may lose the 
opportunity to challenge the fore-
closure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER 
Chief Justice of this Court on 
10/22/2025.

Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson, 

Recorder 
10/30/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P2221EA
Estate of: 

Ryan Noga Windyka 
Date of Death: 09/03/2025

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Stephen P Windyka of Palmer, 
MA and Cynthia J Windyka of 
Palmer, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Stephen P Windyka of Palm-
er, MA and Cynthia J Windy-
ka of Palmer, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 11/21/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: October 24, 2025 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

10/30/2025

Public notices

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

MATTRESS SALE!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$1099.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$119999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$369.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

$799.99

HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$329.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

HUGE
TOY
DEPARTMENT!

HUNDREDS OF
E-BIKES!

1,000’S IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE PICKUP!
DON’T BUY ‘TILL YOU SEE US- 7 DAYS A WEEK!

SCARY-GOOD DEALS!

Nobody dreams
of having

multiple sclerosis
Some dreams are universal: 
hitting a ball over the Green 
Monster; winning the World 
Series with a grand slam in 
the bottom of the ninth inning. 
Finding out you have have MS 
is not one of them.

M u l t i p l e  s c l e r o s i s  i s  a 
devastating disease of the 
c e n t r a l  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m 
where the body’s immune 
system attacks the insulation 
surrounding the nerves. It 
strikes adults in the prime of 
life - and changes lives forever.

To  he lp  make  the  d ream 
o f  end ing  MS come t rue, 
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us 
online at nationalmsscociety.org.
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SUNNY ADJUSTABLE SEAT re-
cumbent exercise bike SF-RB4616, $125.
Weathertech & Jeep mats (front, back,car-
go) for 2017 Jeep Cherokee or similar Jeep 
$160. Antique, handcrafted, sturdy wooden 
storage boxes with cover, 4-24”x13”x11”, 
4-24”x101/2”x11”, 1-24”x111/2”x5”, $25 each. 
413-575-6448

TRACTOR/SNOWBLOWER - 5 foot 
snowblower for 3 point hitch tractor, drive 
shaft included. Good condition. $1300. 
413-281-3620

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes

 guaranteed!! New England Forest 
Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

SEASONED CORD HARD WOOD.  
Cut and split. $250 per cord or $150 for 1/2 
cord plus delivery fee. COD. Russell 413-
426-4123

WANTED TO BUY

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, 

no project too small. Service upgrades, 
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  

Master Elec. #20773A. 
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

INTERIOR PAINTING - ONLY $249.00 
for average 12x16 room. Free estimates, 
fast, dependable service. 

Call (508)867-2550.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

TUTORING
Math Tutor 

Accepting students Gr. Pre-K – 6th 
for individualized math instruction. 

Located near Hampden, 
Wilbraham, East Longmeadow. 
MA Certified $30/per 1/2 hour

413-335-3729

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT DIE-
SEL MECHANIC –  In charge of daily 
repairs & maintenance on trucks as well as 
keeping equipment records/ordering parts. 
Health insurance/vacation. Mon-Fri. Come 
& meet with us!  

RB ENTERPRISES 
Ludlow, MA  • 413 583-8393

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very 
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental 
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing 
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware, 
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans, 
advertising tins,hunting, fishing, 
signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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1948-2025
MONSON – Susan Carol 

(Asquith) Brown, 77, of Mon-
son, Massachusetts, passed 
away peacefully at her home 
on October 22, 2025, surround-
ed by her devoted family. Born 
on January 27, 1948, in Spring-
field, Massachusetts, Susan 
lived a life defined by love, 
compassion, and service to oth-
ers. A cherished mother, grand-
mother, sister, aunt, teacher, 
and friend, she touched count-
less lives through her kindness, 
generosity, and unwavering 
dedication to those around her.

A proud graduate of Mon-
son High School, Susan went 
on to earn her degree from 
Atlantic Union College in Lan-
caster, Massachusetts, where 
her lifelong passion for educa-
tion took root. For more than 

37 years, she inspired genera-
tions of students in the Palmer 
Public Schools, beginning as a 
fourth-grade teacher and end-
ing as a seventh-grade math 
teacher. Math was her passion, 
and she loved helping her stu-
dents discover confidence and 
joy in learning it. Even after 
retiring, her love for children 
drew her back to the class-
room, where she continued to 
nurture young minds as a para-
professional. To her students 
and colleagues, she was more 
than an educator - she was a 
mentor, a role model, and a 
steady presence of warmth and 
encouragement.

Beyond her professional 
achievements, Susan’s greatest 
joy came from her family. She 
was a devoted mother to her 
daughter, Sarah Presho, and 
a constant source of strength, 

laughter, and uncondi-
tional love. To her four 
grandchildren - Riley, 
Ruby, Ryder, and Ryan 
- she was “Mimi,” their 
biggest fan, cheering 
from the sidelines of 
every game and cele-
brating each milestone 
with boundless pride. 
Her family was the 
heart of her world, and 
she made every person 
she loved feel seen, valued, and 
special.

Those who knew Susan 
will remember her as a woman 
of quiet courage and extraordi-
nary grace. After bravely bat-
tling breast cancer years earli-
er, she faced its recurrence with 
the same strength and dignity 
that defined her life. Even as 
her health declined, she contin-
ued to inspire everyone around 

her - modeling re-
silience, faith, and 
gratitude in every 
moment.

Susan found 
beauty in life’s 
simple pleasures: 
the rhythm of 
her quilting nee-
dle, the laugh-
ter shared with 
friends on the golf 
course at Mill Val-

ley, and the warmth of family 
gatherings that filled her home 
with love. Her gentle heart, 
steady humor, and generous 
spirit left an imprint that will 
continue to guide those she 
loved.

She is survived by her 
daughter Sarah Presho and her 
husband Rob Presho of Palm-
er; her brother Donald Asquith 
of Sturbridge; and her sister 

Judy Lenihan of Westerly, 
Rhode Island. She will also be 
dearly missed by her beloved 
grandchildren Riley Presho, 
Ruby Presho, Ryder Presho & 
Ryan Presho, along with her 
nephews and nieces - Jamie 
Asquith, Talon Asquith, Del-
aney Asquith, Olivia Salazar, 
Henry Stebbins, Amy Doorley 
- and many cherished family 
and friends. She was prede-
ceased by her parents, David 
and Emma (Bennett) Asquith, 
her brother David Asquith Jr., 
and nephew Quinton Asquith, 
whose memories she carried in 
her heart throughout her life.

Family and friends gath-
ered at Lombard Funeral 
Home, 3 Bridge Street, Mon-
son, on Tuesday, October 28, 
2025, from 5:00 to 7:00 PM 
for visitation. A funeral was 
held at the funeral home on 

Wednesday, October 29, 2025, 
at 10:00 AM. Burial will be at 
the convenience of the family. 

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions in Susan’s memory may 
be made to Rays of Hope, 280 
Chestnut Street, 6th Floor, 
Springfield, MA 01199, to sup-
port breast cancer research and 
patient care - a cause close to 
her heart.

Susan’s legacy is one of 
love, perseverance, and the 
countless lives she uplifted. 
Her family takes comfort in 
knowing that her light will 
continue to shine through ev-
ery life she touched, every 
student she inspired, and every 
heart she held dear.

  Lombard Funeral Home 
has been entrusted with the ar-
rangements. For online condo-
lences please visit www.Lom-
bardfuneralhome.com.

Susan Carol (Asquith) Brown
Obituaries

DEATH NOTICES
Susan Carol (Asquith) 
Brown
Died Oct. 22, 2025
Services Oct. 28, 2025
Lombard Funeral Home

Gloria Ann LaFlamme
Died Oct. 23, 2025
Services were private
Charbonneau Funeral Home

Norma P. (Jalbert) Russo
Services Nov. 15, 2025

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Friday, October 31st  ~ 7pm-11pm

Halloween party
Uncle Country

EVERY SUNDAY  5:30pm 

  Darts
Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm

Karaoke Saturday Nights 
also if no band

LUCK OF
THE DRAW

All 
Welcome

PRIZES!

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Dec. 17, 1942–
Oct. 23, 2025

Gloria A. (Gelinas) La-
Flamme, 82, of Monson, Mas-
sachusetts, passed away on Oc-
tober 23, 2025, at the Hospice 
of the Fisher Home in Amherst. 
Possessed of a steely strength, 
she overcame challenges both 
without and within to lead a 
rich, rewarding life. At times 
introspective and measured, 
at others joyful and sponta-
neous, she made sense of the 
world and of herself through 
reading and deep conversation. 
The faith that she found as an 
adult also anchored her, as she 
sought a closer walk with God.

Gloria was born on De-
cember 17, 1942, to Lionel Ge-
linas and Cecile (Dion) Geli-
nas in Holyoke. She was just a 
year old when her birth mother 
died, and she was raised by her 
grandmother Aurore Dion un-
til her father returned from his 
service in World War II. With 
his second marriage to Eileen 
(Kelson) Gelinas, Gloria soon 
became the eldest daughter of 
a big, boisterous family. After 
graduating from Springfield’s 
Classical High School in 1961, 
she worked her way through 
college at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, where 
she also received a master’s de-
gree in teaching.

Gloria taught for a year 
in New Canaan, Connecticut 
before accepting a job at Min-
nechaug Regional High School 
in Wilbraham, where she 
taught French and, later, Span-

ish for 37 years un-
til her retirement in 
2005. She had a rep-
utation for running 
a tight ship in the 
classroom, but not 
so secretly relished 
the banter with wise-
cracking students 
who kept her young. 
She continued to de-
velop her craft over 
time, creating origi-
nal units on European painting 
and undertaking a summer of 
language study in Salamanca, 
Spain.

In 1966, she met Paul La-
Flamme, and they married in 
1968. In Paul, she found a part-
ner who accepted her indepen-
dence without reservation, and 
she flourished in his love. Once 
the couple became parents, she 
poured experiences into their 
two children, from weekends 
of theater and people watching 
in New York to beach vacations 
in Myrtle Beach, South Caro-
lina. Yet she also carved out 
space for dinners with friends 
and fall foliage drives, model-
ing the conviction that parent-
hood need not mean giving up 
one’s own identity.

Like each of us, Gloria 
had her faults: she could be 
sharp and stubborn, reflexes 
that sometimes hid her open-
ness to working on herself and 
her relationships with others. 
But she was generous with 
what she had, and she truly 
knew how to have fun. A born 
athlete, she rode her bicycle 
and played tennis into her sev-
enties, and she often stayed 

up too late to watch 
a ballgame go into 
extra innings. Upon 
retirement, she be-
came the owner of 
a full-size RV and 
traversed the coun-
try with her second 
mother Eileen, even 
as she always re-
turned to the refuge 
of the home she had 
made in Monson. 

It is these twin impulses for 
adventure and belonging that 
mark her legacy.

Gloria was predeceased 
by her parents and husband. 
She is survived by her siblings, 
Linda Sotirion of East Long-
meadow; Mark Gelinas and his 
wife Susan Gelinas, of Ware; 
June McKie of Agawam; Bar-
ry Gelinas and his partner Jo-
anne Sullivan, of Agawam; 
Allison Gelinas of Springfield; 
and Robert Gelinas and his 
wife Rachel Gelinas, of West-
field. She is also survived by 
her son Marcel LaFlamme and 
his husband Michael Klein, of 
Greenfield; her daughter Ma-
rie-Claire (LaFlamme) Foley 
and her husband Sean Foley, 
of Belchertown; as well as her 
grandchildren Noah and Au-
drey.

A private burial was held 
at Mount Carmel Cemetery in 
Ware. A memorial service will 
be held at Faith Baptist Church, 
251 Shearer St., in Palmer 
during the spring of 2026.

Charbonneau Funeral 
Home, 30 Pleasant St. in Ware 
is honored to serve the La-
Flamme family. 

Gloria Ann LaFlamme
PALMER – 

Norma P. (Jalbert) 
Russo, 92, passed 
away peacefully 
at her son’s home.  
Born in Farm-
ington, Maine on 
March 5, 1933, 
she was the son 
of Rene and Tola 
(Whitman) Jalbert.  

Norma and 
her family moved 
to West Brookfield and lived 
on Ragged Hill Road for a 
number of years before mov-
ing to Breckenridge Street in 
Palmer. 

She worked as a nurse’s 
aid and as a secretary at the 
Springfield Armory and she 
was a devoted mother and 
wife. She was a member of 
the Kingdom Hall of Jeho-
vah’s Witness in Brimfield.  

Norma’s green thumb 
kept her flower gardens beau-
tiful and she also enjoyed 
nature while watching birds 
at her bird feeders. Through 

the years, she also 
collected beautiful 
colored bottles.  

In 2020, she 
was predeceased 
by her husband, 
Adney A. Russo.  
Norma is sur-
vived by her four 
sons, Tony Rus-
so of Tennessee, 
Timmy Russo of 
Monson, Thomas 

Russo of Colrain, and Todd 
Russo of Ware along with 
14 grandchildren and 22 
great-grandchildren.  

A memorial service at 
the Kingdom Hall of Jeho-
vah’s Witness at 133 Old 
Palmer Road, in Brimfield 
will be held Saturday, Nov. 
15 at 2 p.m. All other ar-
rangements are private and 
Beers & Story Palmer Funer-
al Home has been entrusted 
with the details.   

For those wishing, do-
nations may be made to 
JW.Org.

Norma P. (Jalbert) Russo

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Journal
Register
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Leave a Lasting Impression.

Every detail matters — from the layout 
you envision to the materials you choose. 
Together, they shape a home filled with 
lasting memories. Let us help you frame 
life’s everyday moments with beautiful 
new windows that bring light, warmth, and 
clarity to your space.

413-485-7335  •  WindowWorldOfWesternMA.com  •  Belchertown  •  Westfield  •  Adams


