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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“​At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students

PALMER
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Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony
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Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER
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Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans. 	 Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.
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Veterans Day event honors sacrifice

Turley staff photo
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The Mon-
son Select Board met Oct. 
28, covering a broad agenda 
that included community up-
dates, upcoming town events, 
legal clarifications from Town 
Counsel, and several routine 
administrative matters.

Community Updates and 
Event Announcements

During public comment, 
Karen Davis of Monson To-
gether reported that the Com-
munity Cupboard food pantry 
has had a strong start, serving 
more than 60 families in its 
first month of operation. Da-
vis said the pantry is now pre-
paring for increased demand 
in November due to upcom-
ing SNAP benefit changes.

“We’re definitely reach-
ing out for donations,” Davis 
said, adding that recent con-
tributions from local families 
have helped keep the shelves 
stocked. “We already have 
people calling us to make 
sure that we’re open and that 
we have enough food.”

Davis also reminded res-
idents about the “Halloween 

in the Field” celebration that 
took place Friday, October 
31, starting at 5:30 p.m. The 
event included a costume 
contest, parade, games, and 
community groups handing 
out candy.

The board also approved 
Davis’s request for $250 from 
the Gifts to the Town account 
to fund the annual Veterans 
Day luncheon at the American 
Legion following the Novem-
ber 11 ceremony at Memorial 
Hall. “Every veteran and their 
family will be invited,” Davis 
said. “We’re just looking to 
cover the luncheon costs.”

Select Board Chair John 
Morrell praised the initiative, 
calling it “a good thing you’re 
doing there,” and the motion 
passed unanimously.

Legal Guidance on 
Town Meeting Authority

Under old business, the 
board reviewed a memoran-
dum from Town Counsel re-
garding the authority of Town 
Meeting over Select Board 
actions. The clarification fol-
lowed questions raised about a 
May 2025 Town Meeting vote 
directing the Select Board to 
form an electronic voting sys-

tem committee. One mem-
ber had voted against form-
ing the committee, asserting 
that Town Meeting could not 
compel such an action.

Town Counsel’s opin-
ion affirmed that while Town 
Meeting serves as the legisla-
tive body, its power is limited 
to making bylaws and appro-
priations. It cannot direct or 
control the executive branch, 
including how Select Board 
members vote on specific 
matters.

“The contention that 
Town Meeting has the au-
thority to compel the vote or 
action by a member of the Se-
lect Board is unfounded,” the 
opinion concluded.

Board members agreed 
to post the full memo on the 
town website for public re-
view.

Addressing 
Open Meeting Law Issues

The board also addressed 
several Open Meeting Law 
complaints and a prior mis-
understanding involving a 
meeting recording.

Vice Chair Pat Oney pub-
licly apologized to Roxanne 
Gunther for having “wrong-

fully accused her of surrep-
titiously recording” the Sep-
tember 23 meeting. Oney said 
the accusation stemmed from 
a misunderstanding about 
when recordings become 
available through MPACT.

“I did wrongfully accuse 
her, and I do sincerely apol-
ogize for that,” Oney said, 
explaining that she had since 
learned the live-streaming 
technology was updated in 
2022.

Oney clarified distinc-
tions between privacy expec-
tations at public meetings and 
the requirement to notify the 
chair when privately record-
ing. “While there is a very 
limited expectation of privacy 
at a public meeting, individu-
als do not lose their right to 
privacy,” she said.

Three Open Meeting 
Law complaints, one filed by 
Gretchen Naggers on October 
14 and two filed by Gunther 
on October 15, were formal-
ly referred to Town Counsel 
for response. Each motion 
passed unanimously.

Routine Business and 
Resignations

The board accepted sev-

eral letters of resignation, in-
cluding:

• Robert Dequila and 
Ronald Fussell from the 
Zoning Board of Appeals

• Rebecca Morse from 
the Tax Assistance Commit-
tee

A one-day liquor li-
cense was approved for 
Leadfoot Brewing to host 
an event on November 1 
at Monson Self Storage on 
Bliss Street.

Following the resigna-
tions, Morrell emphasized 
the importance of filling 
vacancies. “It’s really im-
portant for us to get David 
Baldwin back on [the Zon-
ing Board of Appeals] with 
his experience and knowl-
edge of the town,” he said, 
requesting that reappoint-
ment be placed on the next 
agenda.

Town Administrator 
Jennifer Wolowicz encour-
aged residents to apply for 
openings on both the Zon-
ing Board of Appeals and 
the Board of Health, noting 
that information is available 
on the town’s website and 
Facebook page.

Select Board takes up open meeting law issues

Two days of food, 
fun,  holiday 
shopping   

BRIMFIELD – St. Chris-
topher Church will hold its 
annual craft fair on Saturday, 
Nov. 22 and Sunday, Nov. 23 
at 20 Sturbridge Road (route 
20) it has easy access and 
plenty of parking. The hours 
of the fair are Saturday 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. and admission is free.

The craft fair offers a 
wide variety to choose from 
including unique pieces of 
handcrafted jewelry, primi-
tives, Christmas decorations 
& ornaments, organic lotions 
& soaps, resins, watercolors, 
stained glass, pottery, sea 
glass, wreaths,  mugs, honey 
products, quilted, knit & cro-
chet items, stone and shell art, 
wooden décor and tie dye, all 
in addition to the clubs bar-
gain tables that offer an array 
of goods especially for those 
on a tight budget. Our stroll-
ing caroler Lauren helps bring 
the Christmas spirit.

The kitchen is open 
throughout the day and will 
offer a breakfast menu and a 
variety of sandwiches, soups, 
chili, chowder, meat pies, and 
desserts. Whole meat pies can 
be purchased to take home. 

A cookie walk on Saturday 
starts at 9 am. It sells out 
quickly so go early. 

For those who like to take 
a chance there are raffles. The 
main raffle has a variety of 
prizes that include numerous 
local restaurants, themed gift 
baskets, a fire pit, and tick-
ets to entertainment venues, 
among others. There is also 
a raffle comprised of unique 
gifts from crafters and a tree 
filled with lottery tickets. 

The Women of Saint 
Christopher’s organize the 
fair. Club president Cindy 
Skowyra says “there are so 
many festivals these days with 
many great crafters and arti-
sans, but  I think ours is a bit 
special, it’s right at the begin-
ning of the holiday season and 
the inviting setting provides 
the warmth and character of 
a community gathering to 
support local artisans, and the 

food is great.”  The group will 
also be selling winter/ceme-
tery boxes after the Thanks-
giving weekend. 

Reverend Jack Brennan, 
pastor of St. Christophers 
says “I know that I can al-
ways count on this group for 
support and that is important 
for the life of our parish They 
make a difference in the life 
of our parish. I invite every-
one to come to the fair and see 
who we are. I also invite you 
to join us anytime.” 

Masses are on Saturday 
at 6 pm and Sunday at 10:30 
a.m. Weekday masses are 
Monday and Wednesday at 
9:00 am. Holy Day masses 
vary. For more information 
about the fair or St. Chris-
tophers Church, contact the 
parish at 413-245-7274 or 
email stchrisbrimfield@
gmail.com or check it out on 
the church’s Facebook page.

St. Christopher’s to hold craft fair

MONSON – The Mon-
son Arts Council is proud to 
present “It’s A Wonderful 
Life: A Live Radio Play” 
on Friday, Dec. 5 and Sat-
urday, Dec. 6 at Granite 
Valley Middle School. 

“When financial 
ruin threatens, George 
Bailey is wrought for 
a way out. As his op-
tions close in on him, a 
guardian angel is sent 
to show him that it 
truly is a wonder-
ful life,” said director 
Amos Lake. “We’re ex-
cited to have you join this 
star-studded cast of talent 
as they transport you via the 

airways of WBOR to Bed-
ford Falls in this classic ra-
dio play.”

Performances will be 
held at 7 p.m. Tickets are 

priced at $20, available 
online and at the door. 

“There is always 
hope. You never 
know what people 

crossing your path 
are really angels 

in disguise,” 
said producer 

Tony Esposito.
This show marks the 

first collaboration between 
Granite Valley and the Mon-
son Arts Council theater 
committee. It is the group’s 

second radio play-style 
performance, and the Arts 
Council is proud to partner 
with independent local radio 
station 97.7 FM to bring the 
radio-play experience to life. 

“The story is one we 
can all relate to right now,” 
Lake said. “We may feel de-
feated, we may feel fear for 
the future, but this story also 
reminds us there is hope, and 
together we can overcome 
what seems impossible.”

A full cast list, ticket 
purchase link, and addition-
al information is available at 
the Monson Arts Council’s 
website, MonsonArtsCoun-
cil.org. 

Monson Arts Council to 
present ‘It’s A Wonderful Life’

FISKDALE – St. 
Anne - St. Patrick Parish 
and Shrine will host its 1st 
Annual Christmas Craft 
Fair on Saturday, Nov. 15, 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Parish Center, 16 Church 
Street, Fiskdale. Local ar-
tisans, makers, and crafters 
are invited to reserve ven-
dor spaces, which include 
tables and chairs. The event 

will feature crafts, jewel-
ry, home décor, food, and 
more. Applications are 
available at https://stannest-
patrickparish.com/.

“The Christmas Craft 
Fair is about more than 
shopping-it’s about gath-
ering as neighbors to share 
joy, creativity, and commu-
nity as we prepare for the 
Christmas season,” said Fr. 

Salvator Musande. “We en-
courage all members of the 
community to join in these 
meaningful opportunities 
for prayer, healing, and cel-
ebration.”

For more information 
about these opportunities 
and St. Anne - St. Patrick 
Parish and Shrine, please 
visit: https://stannestpat-
rickparish.com/

Christmas Craft Fair on Nov. 15

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

Ferrara Consulting 
& Properties

Consulting all Matters 
of Real Estate

Art Ferrara

(413) 348-5827

EARLY DEADLINESEARLY DEADLINES
FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES

Thanksgiving will bring early deadlines for all legal notices to run in 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of November 24-28, 2025.

Thursday, Nov. 20 at 2 PM for November 27 issue
• Agawam Advertiser News • Country Journal
• The Register • Wilbraham-Hampden Times 

Friday, November 21 at 2 PM for November 27 Issue
• Sentinel • Quaboag Current

Monday, November 24 at 2 PM for November 27 Issue
• The Journal Register • Ware River News • Barre Gazette

Tuesday, November 25 at 2 PM for November 28 Issue
• Town Reminder • The Holyoke Sun • Chicopee Register

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

Lotto 
calendars 
now 
available

PALMER – Baystate 
Wing Gift Shop Annu-
al January Lotto Calen-
dars are now available 
through Jan. 30, 2026. 
The drawing will be held 
Feb. 3, 2026.

The price is $5 for 
one calendar with 31 
chances to win and $10 
for three calendars with 
93 chance to win. The 
winner need not be pres-
ent. 

Funds are used for 
scholarship awards for 
seven local high school 
graduates and towards 
the gift shop’s pledge 
of $200,000 (in install-
ments) to Baystate Wing 
to a specific department.

These make great 
stocking stuffers/gifts or 
recognition of someone 
in your daily life.

PALMER – The Tree 
of Love annual fundraiser 
honors a loved one with a 
wooden ornament to be put 
on our tree near the Baystate 
Wing Gift Shop from No-
vember thru December.

A single name orna-
ment is $5 and a family 
name is $10.

More information and 
forms are available in the 
Gift Shop or by our tree on 
the 1st floor.

Tree of Love annual 
fundraiser ongoing

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER



November 13, 2025    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTER PAGE 3

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – The Palmer 
Conservation Commission 
met on Tuesday, Nov. 4 ad-
dressing lake management 
updates, environmental reme-
diation efforts, new residen-
tial and earth-removal proj-
ects, and the town’s ongoing 
review of wetlands bylaws. 
The evening reflected both 
the commission’s regulatory 
responsibilities and its proac-
tive role in protecting Palm-
er’s natural resources.

Lake Thompson 
Civic Association Reports 

Strong Water Quality
Representatives of the 

Lake Thompson Civic Asso-
ciation presented their annual 
lake management report, not-
ing encouraging water quality 
results following a preven-
tative alum treatment earlier 
this year.

“We did still have some 
algae throughout the year, but 
a lot less than in the years be-
fore… and without using an 
algaecide,” said the associa-
tion’s spokesperson. “That’s 
more of a preventative main-
tenance measure, and it’s ex-
pected to last several years.”

Testing this summer re-
vealed low phosphorus levels 
and excellent E. Coli readings 
at all regular sampling sites. 
The group has also begun 
testing culverts entering the 
lake for temperature, pH, and 
nutrients to trace potential 
runoff issues from the Turn-
pike ponds.

“The phosphorus wasn’t 
as high as we thought it 
would be,” they added. “We’ll 
keep testing over the next few 
seasons to see if there are pat-
terns.”

The town recently re-
solved erosion problems at 
Flint Street and Farragon by 
installing trap rock. Wildlife 
observations included fewer 
Canada geese, a recent otter 
sighting, and low eagle activ-
ity this summer. Lake levels 
remain about six inches be-
low the spillway due to ongo-
ing dry conditions.

Earth Removal and 
Residential Projects 

Move Forward
The commission ap-

proved a Certificate of Com-
pliance for a 2016 earth-re-
moval project by Brown 
Nominee Trust and reviewed 
a new Notice of Intent for 
expanded work at the Ware 

Street and Thorndike site.
Engineer Keith Terry ex-

plained that the proposal in-
volves adjusting berms with-
in the 100-foot buffer zone 
to create a gradual slope and 
direct stormwater infiltration 
away from nearby wetlands. 
The application will return to 
the commission on December 
2 pending state and Planning 
Board review.

Nearby residents ex-
pressed concern about truck 
noise and vibrations, prompt-
ing reassurances that no fur-
ther development is planned 
beyond continued soil remov-
al and revegetation. Excava-
tion will remain at least five 
feet above groundwater, and 
finished areas will be progres-
sively seeded.

“This is an earth-removal 
project only,” Terry empha-
sized. “There’s no construc-
tion beyond reclaiming the 
land.”

The commission also 
approved a Notice of Intent 
for Hampden Homebuyers to 
build a single-family home 
at Lot 4 Peterson Road. The 
steep site will use a walkout 
basement to minimize grad-
ing and erosion near the buf-
fer zone.

A related pre-application 
discussion for 207 Brecken-
ridge Street involved a dete-
riorated town-owned property 
where Hampden Homebuyers 
hopes to rebuild within the 
existing footprint. Because 
wetlands on the parcel were 
newly flagged, the commis-
sion will conduct a site visit 
to assess conditions before 
formal review.

Oil Spill Triggers 
Emergency Response
Commissioners ratified 

an emergency certification 
following an oil spill at 4 
Springfield Street, the for-
mer Tam Brand factory site. 
Approximately 150 gallons 
of oil overflowed from failed 
gauges, entered a storm drain, 
and reached the river.

A coordinated response 
by the DEP, Wilbraham Fire 
Department, and Strate-
gic Environmental Services 
contained the spill with ab-
sorbent booms and vacuum 
equipment. A cracked section 
of storm drain pipe was later 
identified as a source of lin-
gering sheen.

“They caught it very 
quickly,” Conservation Agent 
Jessica reported. “The booms 
absorb oil but not water, and 

the DEP is now requiring 
cleanup reports and ongoing 
monitoring.”

DEP has issued a Notice 
of Responsibility to Palmer 
Redevelopment LLC, which 
owns the property. The com-
mission requested updates 
and a final inspection once 
cleanup concludes.

Local Ordinance Review 
and Restoration Efforts

The board discussed the 
town’s wetlands ordinance 
review, part of a broader ef-
fort to modernize Palmer’s 
bylaws. Commissioners will 
submit feedback by Decem-
ber 11 to clarify local reg-
ulations that are sometimes 
stricter than the Massachu-
setts Wetlands Protection Act.

“We have a 50-foot 
no-disturb zone in addition 
to the 100-foot buffer,” said 
Chair Donald Blais Jr. “This 
review gives us a chance to 
refine the language and make 
sure it’s consistent.”

An enforcement order at 
3205B Main Street was also 
revisited. Conservation staff 
reported that a previously 
filled wetland has been suc-
cessfully restored and seed-
ed with native species, with 
one more growing season of 

monitoring before the order is 
lifted.
Commission Recognized at 

MAC Conference
Five Palmer commis-

sioners attended the Massa-
chusetts Association of Con-
servation Commissions Fall 
Conference, where Palmer 
was commended for strong 
participation. Chair Blais met 
with Lieutenant Governor 
Kim Driscoll to discuss local 
challenges, including youth 
out-migration and the need 
for investment in housing and 
rail infrastructure.

Workshops at the confer-
ence emphasized stormwa-
ter management, sustainable 
landscaping, and open space 
residential design. Commis-
sioners also revived discus-
sion of the Community Pres-
ervation Act (CPA), which 
has twice failed in Palmer but 
is credited with funding suc-
cessful open space and his-
toric projects in neighboring 
towns.

“If you want to know 
how other towns fund their 
beautiful parks and histor-
ic restorations… that’s the 
CPA,” Blais said. “It’s time 
we look at bringing it back 
with better public education.”

Excavation project meets compliance

MONSON – The Mon-
son Arts Council 46th Annual 
Holiday Craft Fair is a major 
fundraiser for the Monson 
Arts Council as well as sev-
eral other non-profit groups. 
The Fair opens on Saturday, 
Nov. 29 at 9 a.m. and closes 
at 4 p.m. and then reopens 
on Sunday, Nov. 30 at 11:30 
a.m. and closes at 4 p.m.

The fair features 65+ 
crafters located in four 
buildings all within a short 
walking distance. The build-
ings are Memorial Hall, the 
United Methodist Church, 
the Universalist Church, and 
the House of Art. Luncheon 
is served in the Methodist 
Church.

This fair distinguish-

es itself from other fairs, by 
featuring only hand-crafted 
items. All locations offer a 
wide variety of gifts, dec-
orations, and collectibles, 
including stained glass, pot-
tery, bath products, books, 
candles, clothing, holiday 
decorations, jewelry, quilts, 
soft sculpture, hand craft-
ed greeting cards, and much 
more.

Starting at 4 p.m. on Sat-
urday a Holiday Carol Sing 
will begin in front of Memo-
rial Hall. 

Jordyn Doyle will be 
leading the sing along this 
year. We encourage every-
one to come out and help us 
ring in the holiday season 
by participating in the Mon-

son Community Carol Sing 
along.

The singing will precede 
Santa’s arrival on a fire truck 
at about 4:30 p.m. and the 
town holiday lights will be 
turned on. All of the Children 
gathered can follow Santa 
into Memorial Hall to meet 
him and enjoy some refresh-
ments.

All are welcome.
You are encouraged to 

join this annual craft fair and 
our Monson Community Car-
ol Sing and get a head start 
on your Christmas shopping.

For information or di-
rections please contact 
Wendy Murakami at 413-
896-8666 or email info@
monsonartscouncil.org

Holiday Craft Fair on Nov. 29, 30

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Dec. 7 ......Water for Elephants at PPAC      ..................$120
Dec. 20 ....Cirque Holidaze ............................................$120
May 24 ....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
July19 ......8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 3 .......8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

Three Great 2026 
Norwegian Cruises

MONSON – Mon-
son Community Cupboard 
abounds in holiday spirit. 
The cupboard has been open 
since September 1 and has 
been frequented by more 
than 80 families. Our goal 
is to help alleviate cases of 
food insecurity throughout 
our town.

The Monson Commu-
nity Cupboard, located at 
24 Green St. is currently 
open on Tuesdays from 3 to 
7 p.m., Fridays from noon 
- 4 p.m and Saturday from 
9 a.m. to noon, and can be 
opened by appointment if 
you can’t make those times.

“We are grateful for 
the citizens who have made 
both food and monetary do-
nations because they want to 
help members of our com-
munity in need. If there’s a 
need we will feed,” stated 
director, Karen Davis.

One customer declared 
that she “went to the food 
pantry on Green Street and 
the ladies in there are so 
sweet, kind helpful. No-
body makes you feel bad 
about needing help… We 
are blessed to have them. 
Karen and team - thank you 
so much for what you do. It 
was amazing. The shopping 

experience is so phenome-
nal.”

Donations of food may 
be dropped off at 24 Green 
St. when open. Monetary 
donations may be dropped 
off or mailed to Monson 
Community Cupboard 24 
Green St. Monson, MA 
01057

Community Cupboard open 
for those in need this season
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Letters to the 
editor policy
Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, 
and guest columns between 
500-800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require that the 
person submitting the opinion 
also include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone 
number. We must confirm au-
thorship prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or with-
hold any submissions deemed 
to be libelous, unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal attacks, or 
defamation of character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com
The submission deadline for
consideration is Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up to 
250 words from local residents endorsing 
candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to journalregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes (it 
will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will 
be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be 
printed. If the volume of letters received is 
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a rep-
resentative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about con-
tested races for Congress, state Senate, 
state House, district attorney and Governor’s 
Council during the weeks leading up to the 
election, as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases 
will be printed, nor will reporters cover polit-
ical rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may 
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about 
paid advertising in The Journal Register.

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Dan Flynn
dflynn@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The
Journal Register

@ Journal Register

WEB
www.journalregister.turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

The Journal Register (USPS 418-940) 
is published every Thursday by Turley 

Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 
01069. Telephone (413) 283-8393,  

Fax  (413) 289-1977. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes

to The Journal Register,
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
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KEITH TURLEY
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TEAM
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journalregister@turley.com

STAFF WRITER 
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Viewpoints

It was a lot of 
fun to take 
part in 

a “meet-
ing of the 
minds” this 
past week, 
where we 
were dis-
cussing key 
maintenance 
tasks in the 
young orchard 
at Old Sturbridge Village.  

I left the meeting in-
spired for my own young 
orchard, and with renewed 
interest in heirloom apples 
altogether. 

I must make a trip to 
Cold Spring Orchard to get 
some Caville Blanc for the 
Thanksgiving pies before 
they are all gone! They are 
surely the best pie apples, to 
me at least! 

Perhaps indulging in 
your favorite apple varieties 
have inspired you to consid-
er a home orchard as part of 
your landscape. If so, this 
column, straight from the ar-
chives, is for you. Enjoy the 
re-visit, as you ask yourself 
some important questions. 
We all know that the key to 
successful home apple or-
chards appears to be fore-
thought. Purchasing fruit 
trees should not be an “im-
pulse buy.”  

What variety do you 
want to grow? While I like 
heirlooms, you may prefer 
some of the newer, disease 
resistant types.  

Or maybe you want ap-
ples that span the seasons, 
say Paula Red to start,  Hon-
ey Crisp for mid-stream and 
Gold Rush to finish it off. 
Perhaps you’d like to make 
cider or bake lots of pies.  

There are apples that 
are specifically suited to how 
you’d like to use them. My 
favorite place to buy trees by 
mail order is through Fedco 
in Maine. Call 207-426-0090 
or log on to fedcoseeds.com/
trees to request their “Trees” 
catalog.  

You will glean lots of 
useful information within 
the pages of this catalog. I 
am thrilled to know that they 

are grafted on site and ac-
customed to our climate!

How tall to you want 
your trees to get? Apple trees 
are available in dwarf, semi-
dwarf and standard size. 

Their ultimate size is de-
termined mostly by the root-
stock onto which the named 
variety is grafted.  

Each has their pros and 
cons. Dwarf trees can gener-
ally be maintained without 
a ladder. They come into 
bearing sooner but because 
of their size produce fewer 
apples than larger trees.  

Staking and irrigation 
are often necessary, because 
of limited root systems. They 
can be planted relatively 
close together (six-eight feet) 
and are generally short-lived.  

Semi-dwarf trees are 
midsized, bear well and are 
most productive for two or 
three decades. They are usu-
ally spaced 12-14 feet apart 
from one another.  

Standard, or full-size 
trees are those beauties of 
our grandparent’s era. Ex-
tremely hardy, many are still 
around and might even be 
bearing fruit! Plan on 18 feet 
or more between trees, with 
a mature height of 15-20 feet 
tall!  

Where will you plant 
them? With the size of the 
trees determined, you can 
now figure out how many 
will fit in the space designat-
ed for your home orchard.  

The best spot is one that 
receives six-eight hours of 
full sun per day.  

Deep, well-drained soil 
is ideal; never plant where 
you know the water table is 
high.  In my opinion, a few 
trees positioned close to the 
house will be maintained 

better because they are in 
eye-shot as compared 
to those placed strate-

gically out in the 
back-forty. They 
tend to nag you 

as you walk 
by: “Time 
to prune!” 

“Why are those 
leaves curled?”  What 
is that orange spot?”  

You get the idea.
Is my soil any good? 

Fall is a great time to take a 
soil test.  

First, slice a six-inch 
core of soil from your in-
tended orchard with a stain-
less steel trowel. Remove 
surface debris and air dry.  

Repeat several times 
and mix the cores together. 
Then, measure out a cup of 
soil to send to the lab. If the 
locations you plan on plant-
ing your apple trees vary 
considerably, test them sep-
arately.  

Official directions and 
an order form are found on 
http.//soiltest.umass.edu. 
The standard soil test is $20. 
Mention on the test that you 
are growing apples and pH 
and fertilizer recommenda-
tions will be specific to that 
crop.  

You can do something 
this fall to make planting 
easier next spring. Mark 
out where your trees are to 
go and dump a generous 
amount of compost on top of 
the grass in a circle three feet 
in diameter. This will start 
to break down the sod and 
get the microbes in the soil 
working.  

With the planning part 
behind you, it will be a lot 
of fun to await the arrival of 
your trees come springtime.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

A healthy orchard begins in the planning phase

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
Enjoyed your recent 

article on claiming SS ben-
efits. 

I feel, however, any 
decision making should 
also include what I call 
the “wearing out” factor. 
Yes, financial need, health 
and longevity are definite 
criteria for a decision. The 
inevitable problem, I just 
turned 83, is the speed at 
which many of us descend 
down the back side of that 
hill after we hit around age 
65. 

Yes, one might live to 
85-90 but as you age af-
ter 65, many physical lim-
itations begin to appear. 
Only then does one realize 
their earlier retirement de-
cision, waiting to max out 
SS,  might not have been 
honestly evaluated to the 
extent needed. 

I speak from experi-
ence: after having reached 
60 in excellent health, I 
took early retirement from 
work, then Social Security 
at 62 and glad I did so. I 
figure the degree of slope 
on the backside of that 
“hill” will increase with 
age (it did quickly for me), 
so one best start enjoying 
a retirement life as soon as 
financially possible. 

Signed: 
Glad I claimed at 62 

Dear 
Glad I Claimed at 62: 

Thank you very much 
for your excellent perspec-
tive on the “wearing out” 
factor. And please know 
that I wholeheartedly con-
cur with your opinion that 
waiting for a higher So-
cial Security benefit is not 
always the most prudent 
choice. For perspective, 
however, we have found 
that far too many people 
claim Social Security as 
soon as they are eligible 
at 62 simply because “it is 
there,” without fully ana-
lyzing whether that is the 
best option considering 
their personal circumstanc-
es.  

You are correct, en-
joying your retirement life 
while you are still physi-
cally able is a valid con-
sideration. And that is why 
we always suggest that 
evaluating both your finan-
cial needs as well as your 
health and life expectancy 
is important. 

Fulfilling one’s “buck-
et list” is, indeed, an im-

portant consideration and 
if claiming Social Security 
at age 62, after evaluating 
all factors, enables one to 
do that, then that is exactly 
the right choice. It obvi-
ously was for you.  

Age does, indeed, 
tend to slow us down, so 
if taking the SS money 
early means being able to 
enjoy life while you still 
can, then that is a good 
decision. But having more 
money as you age can also 
make your “golden years” 
a lot more comfortable.

As we have recently 
witnessed, inflation has an 
insidious way of reducing 
our financial comfort in 
retirement. Despite having 
a retirement pension from 
your primary working ca-
reer, imagine how anoth-
er 25% in your monthly 
Social Security payment, 
had you claimed at full re-
tirement age instead of age 
62, would help make your 
senior years more comfort-
able.  

The fact is that no one 
can predict how long they 
will live nor whether they 
will do so in good health. 
All we can do is evalu-
ate all our options under 
varying circumstances and 
make our claiming deci-
sion based on that analy-
sis. And that is precisely 
what we advocate for at 
the AMAC Foundation’s 
Social Security Service. 
In no way did I intend to 
say that claiming at 62 was 
never the right choice; only 
that everyone should look 
at their complete personal 
circumstances when decid-
ing when to.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC. 

Consider the ‘wearing out’ 
factor while deciding when 
to claim Social Security

To the editor,
My Dad, Dave Sarrette, 

was born in Palmer. He 
spent most of his life here 
and raised his family in the 
area. He spent 51 years with 
my Mom, 44 of which they 
spent as loving husband and 
wife. During their time to-
gether, my Dad enlisted in 
the Army and volunteered 
for the Draft during the 
Vietnam War in 1969. He 
was sent to war almost im-
mediately and honorably 
discharged as an Army In-
fantry Sergeant over a year 
later. During that time, he 
received many awards, in-
cluding but not limited to 
The Bronze Star with Valor 
Device, The Combat Infan-
tryman Badge (CIB), and he 
was also an Air Medal Re-
cipient. 

Things were different 
back then. We did not honor 
our Veterans as we do today. 

With Vietnam Veterans spe-
cifically, their return home 
was often not met with grat-
itude. Rather, they were spit 
on and ostracized by many 
who did not agree with the 
War. For the record, my fa-
ther finds war abhorrent. I 
have come to find most Vet-
erans do. I do, as well. It, 
unfortunately, is sometimes 
a necessary evil.

He spent several years 
helping Veterans who need-
ed assistance in Palmer 
through the VA and then 
moved on to a career in 
Academic Administration. 
He never talked about the 
War. He still doesn’t. He 
never talks about his med-
als, and is humbled in such 
a way I see paralleled in so 
many Combat Veterans. As 
they say, “If you know, you 
know.”

Growing up, I came to 
know Memorial Day and 

Veterans Day in a different 
way than most of my peers. 
They were not days for bar-
beques and beer. Rather, 
they were days of gratitude. 
Memorial Day was a day 
spent primarily in silence. 
I came to understand why 
many years later.

My father and I could 
not be on farther ends of 
the political spectrum. He 
thinks I “overdo” it with 
my pride in America and 
my respect for the Flag. 
Maybe that’s because when 
you grow up loving a com-
bat Veteran, you see things 
through a different lens. I 
tell him often that I wish 
he could-if just for a mo-
ment-see himself the way 
others see him.

His heroism didn’t end 
when he left the Army. His 
devotion to our family and 
unwillingness to ever give 
up on us no matter how 

many obstacles 
were presented be-
fore him defined 
him as a man and 
a parent. He is 
the reason I be-
lieve I am such a 
good Mom today. 
I learned loyalty 
from him. I learned 
that freedom tru-
ly is not free. I 
learned that every single 
man and woman who signs 
up for the military writes a 
blank check with their lives 
so that we may remain free. 
We are the greatest country 
in the world. An experiment 
that, albeit not always per-
fect, renders us opportuni-
ties that no other country on 
earth does.

I used to have Bumper 
Stickers custom-made back 
in the 90’s that said “Proud 
Daughter of Vietnam Vet-
eran.” That drove him nuts. 

Now, I just order 
shirts online with 
the same saying. 
He thinks I go too 
far with it. I think 
he is too humble.

He is one of 
the greatest peo-
ple I have ever 
known. Anyone 
close to him will 
tell you the same. 

He would not agree. He 
never talked about being a 
Veteran. He never talked 
about being a College Dean. 
He grew up in a blue collar 
household in Palmer and his 
dad was a decorated Kore-
an War Veteran. He is not 
one to boast in any way that 
might make someone else 
feel ‘less than.’

But I will boast about 
him. Even though he won’t 
talk to me for a week af-

Daughter honors her Vietnam Veteran father’s service

FATHER   ❙   page 17
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The people dancing and 
singing in pharmaceu-
tical commercials brag 

that “Drug X lowered my 
A1C!” This seems to make 

them happy, so you may be 
wondering what A1C is and 
why it may be an important 
number for you to know – 
especially during November, 

which is National Diabetes 
Awareness Month.

It’s important because an 
elevated A1C is a possible sig-
nal that you are at a higher risk 
of developing Type 2 diabetes. 
The good news is that if you 
can catch this disorder while 
it’s still in its “pre-diabetes” 
phase, you have a good chance 
of avoiding Type 2 diabetes al-
together.

And avoiding elevated 
blood glucose means you also 
lessen the risk of its associat-
ed outcomes, such as a higher 
chance for stroke, heart dis-
ease, kidney failure, limb am-
putation and blindness.

Even if you have regular 

bloodwork at your doctor’s of-
fice, it may not include A1C, 
which requires a separate 
testing procedure. There were 
sometimes hassles with insur-
ance coverage if the test was 
being used for screening and 
not diagnosing, but in 2024 
Medicare began covering two 
screening A1C tests a year. If 
you have commercial insur-
ance, you will want to check 
with them to see if the test is 
covered for you.

What does A1C measure?
An A1C test (also known 

as an HbA1C test) looks at a 
sample of your hemoglobin to 
find your average estimated 
blood glucose level over the 

previous three months, which 
is a more useful measure than 
a single point in time. While 
the standard blood glucose test 
requires fasting, the A1C test 
does not, making it easier on 
patients and their providers.

The number that comes 
back is expressed as a per-
centage. For example an A1C 
of 5.7 means that 5.7% of the 
hemoglobin is “glycated,” or 
linked to sugar.

What’s a normal A1C?
Typically, an A1C lower 

than 5.7 is considered “nor-
mal”; between 5.7 and less 
than 6.5 is considered “pre-di-
abetic.” This is the blinking 
yellow light that tells you it’s 

time to make some lifestyle 
changes to prevent full-blown 
diabetes. You know what these 
changes are: a healthier diet 
and more exercise, probably 
coupled with medication.

An A1C of 6.5 or high-
er indicates diabetes. That 
said, A1C can be affected by 
other factors, such as blood 
transfusions, medications, 
stress and hormone levels, so 
there’s no “one size fits all” 
interpretation. That’s why 
Medicare decided to cover 
two screening tests a year, in 
case levels are being affected 
by something else.

Patient advocate gives advice on why to be aware of your A1C

Calendar of Events
E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event 
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have 
an event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form 
and as a Word doc or plain email text – no PDFs or flyers, 
please – to journalregister@turley.com.

UPCOMING

WING MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
AUXILLIARY SHOP
40 Wright St., Palmer

NOVEMBER VENDORS
Nov. 18: Wicked Good Treats
Nov. 19: Hobbit Hollow Herbs
Nov. 20: Therafeet
Nov. 24: Generations of Cookies
Nov. 25: Geriations and Sew on
Nov. 26: Patty Cakes

DECEMBER VENDORS
Dec. 3: How Charming
Dec. 4: Jewelry by Diane
Dec. 9: Crystal Clear Emotions
Dec. 10: Hobbit Hollow Herbs
Dec. 11: Cork Elegance Plus
Dec. 15 Generations of Cokies
Dec. 17: Wicked Good Treats
Dec. 19: Shannon Bacon
Dec. 22: Generations of Cookies
Dec. 23: Geriations and Sew on
Dec. 24: Patty Cakes

Nov. 22, 23
The Women of St. Christopher’s Parish on Rt. 20 in 

Brimfield will hold their annual craft fair on Saturday, Nov. 
22 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sunday, Nov. 23 from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Vendors offer everything from handcrafted jewelry, 
primitives, quilted, knit & crochet items, Christmas decora-
tions, organic lotions and soaps, resins, watercolors, wooden 
décor, pottery, sea glass, wreaths, mugs, honey products, tie 

dye, bargain tables and much more! Get your gift shopping 
done and support your local small business, in addition to 
finding unique gifts for everyone on your list! The kitchen 
will be serving breakfast, lunch, snacks & desserts. Meat Pies 
can be pre-ordered to take home. Take a chance on the raffles 
that each have over thirty great prizes! Admission is free. For 
vendor spots and more information contact the parish at 413-
245-7274 or email stchrisbrimfield@gmail.com or check it 
out on the church’s Facebook page.

Dec. 28
Santa and the Wicked Wazoo Christmas Play and Dance 

Showcase at PHCC. Let’s stay in the Christmas spirit with 
this festive performance of Santa and the Wicked Wazoo. 
Some wonderful Christmas dance routines will also be show-
cased. Event begins at 6 p.m., doors open at 5:30 p.m. Ad-
vanced tickets are $8 for children 12 and under and $10 for 
teens/adults! Door sales are $2 more. Pizza and concessions 
will be available.

ONGOING 
2025-2026 Drama & Dance Program Beginning Septem-

ber 11th and running through May on Thursdays at PHCC.
Does your child love dancing and acting? Have they always 
been interested but never tried? All levels and ages 5 plus wel-
come. (Drama students must be able to read.) Also offering 
Adult Hip Hop & Lyrical Dance Classes. Students must be 
available for show date in May. Date TBD. Adult class stu-
dents can dance in show or choose not to as long as requested 
ahead of time. Contact: trulytorie2000@gmail.com for more 
info and to register.

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or 
both. Brimfield Winery at 35 Main Street in Brimfield. Check 
brimfieldwinery.com for any variations. 

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2 to 4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice 
different crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. For 
more information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely Rd., 
Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hiking, 
snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be 
found in the parking lot. For more information call 413-267-
4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit keep-
homesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members 
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month 
in the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild 
is a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplish-
ments, from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues 
are $55 a year. For more information, contact Barbara Beau-
lieu at 267-4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Fol-
low them on Facebook for more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30 
p.m., every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St, 
Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute begin-
ners and beginners, and participants get to dance to all types 
of music. $10 per class. Please wear comfortable footwear, 
no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday of every 
month at Top Floor Learning (third floor of the Palmer Li-
brary at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and open to the public. Play 
available board and card games or bring your own. Must be 
16 or older unless accompanied by an adult. No Registration 
Required – just show up! Questions? Call 283-2329, or 283-
3691, or email palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WINTER 
SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is 
located on Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range State 
Park. DCR Interpretive staff will be available for visitors. 
Coming in January, programs will also be offered to highlight 
the Range’s special nature in winter, see the park web site for 
details. 

QI GONG:  Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy 
Emerson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

A Guide to Safe(r) Computing
For $20, learn: 
• Passwords— How to create them and keep 

them safe 
• Social Engineering— What is it? How to avoid 

falling for it. 
• Phishing—How it works and how to avoid it. 
• Fake emails and websites—How to spot them. 
• How to I know if I have been hacked and what 

to do?

Wednesday, December 3rd @ 1pm 
Top Floor Learning, Palmer Public Library 

www.topfloorlearning.org

Call 413-544-6600 
to reserve your spot today! 

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

HOLIDAY
BAZAAR

Sat�Nov 22�9-3pm

New Wilbraham Senior Center
250 Spring
eld Street, Wilbraham - BehindWilbraham Town Hall

15th Annual

Favorite & New Crafts
Delicious Home-Baked Goodies
Unique Raffle Items
Enjoy Childrenʼs Stories 10:00 - 1:00pm
Visit with Santa 11:00 - 2:00pm

Operation Jeepers Christmas 2025 - Donate a Gift for a Veteranʼs Child,
birth to Age 17. Help us Stuff the Senior Center Van!

Sponsored by Friends of Wilbraham Seniors, Inc.
Proceeds will be used to support programs & services of the Wilbraham Senior Center

(You don’t need to be present to win!)

Nurses: Take Control of Your
Career & Make a Difference!
✔ Become a Private Patient Advocate

✔ High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule

✔ Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance

✔ Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

book a call today 
WITH Teri Frykenberg

www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com
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your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The Mon-
son Senior Center hosted its 
annual Veterans Day lun-
cheon on Friday, Nov. 7, wel-
coming local veterans, com-
munity members, and town 
officials for an afternoon of 
gratitude, remembrance, and 
reflection on service.

The event, held each No-
vember, celebrates veterans 
from across the community 
with a hot meal, speeches, 
and time to reconnect. This 
year’s lunch featured meat-
loaf, mashed potatoes, veg-
etables, and rolls, “a tradi-
tional comfort meal for a day 
of appreciation,” said Kelly 
Bergeron, who helps coordi-
nate the event.

“We do a Veterans Day 
lunch every year to honor the 
veterans from the communi-
ty,” Bergeron said. “We have 
a speech, we introduce a cou-
ple of speakers after we eat, 
and we’re just glad to have 
everyone together.”

Two guest speakers, both 
U.S. Navy veterans, shared 
their personal experiences in 
military service: Russell Bris-
sette and Rita LaFerriere.

Brissette opened his re-
marks by thanking the com-
munity and the Senior Center 
staff “for providing us with 
the dinner” and reflected on 
the meaning of Veterans Day.

“Most of the people here 
don’t need me to tell you what 
Veterans Day is,” he said. “It’s 
the people that have sacrificed 
everything they can to keep 
our land safe. The veterans 
are truly heroes of Monson.”

Brissette shared that 
Monson is home to approxi-
mately 627 veterans, accord-
ing to his research, and then 
spoke about his own service 
in the U.S. Navy during the 
1960s. He served aboard an 

assault cargo ship, operating 
mike boats capable of car-
rying troops and tanks, and 
was part of the naval block-
ade during the Cuban Missile 
Crisis.

“Our ship blocked Castro 
from coming out of the bay 
with his destroyer,” Brissette 
said. “We had one 5-inch gun, 
and when we started pointing 
the guns at each other, I tell 
you, it was something else. 
When we stopped him from 
coming out, it was either that 
or we would have gone to war 
with Cuba.”

He also recalled surviv-
ing a hurricane at sea, being 
injured on deck, and being 
airlifted to another ship for 
medical care. Despite the 
hardships, Brissette said he 
felt proud of his service and 
grateful for the opportunity to 
share his story.

Following Brissette’s 
talk, Rita LaFerriere, also a 
Navy veteran, offered a deep-
ly personal reflection on her 
experience as a woman serv-
ing in the mid-1960s; a time 
when gender barriers in the 
military were still strong.

LaFerriere began by 
reading the Oath of Enlist-
ment, reminding the audience 
of the solemn promise every 
service member makes to de-
fend the Constitution.

“That says a lot,” she 
said. “We were willing to die 
for our country.”

LaFerriere described 
how women in the Navy, then 
known as WAVES (Wom-
en Accepted for Volunteer 
Emergency Service), faced 
restrictions that would seem 
unthinkable today.

“When I went in, women 
couldn’t apply for a mortgage 
without their husband’s or fa-
ther’s permission,” she said. 
“We learned to clean an M1 
rifle by video, but we weren’t 
allowed to touch guns… we 

might get hurt [said very sar-
castically]. We couldn’t serve 
on ships; they said we were 
bad luck.”

Assigned to the Naval 
Air Station in Memphis, La-
Ferriere worked in aviation 
navigation and later in a clas-
sified mailroom on the staff of 
Rear Admiral Gruder H. Tut-
tle. “It was a very interesting 
job,” she recalled. “We had to 
maintain hundreds of manu-
als for the admiral. And when 
he was in the building, I even 
got to raise his flag.”

LaFerriere also high-
lighted the secret work of 150 
WAVES stationed in Rhode 
Island, whose task was to 
break military codes during 
the war. “They could have 
no contact with the outside 
world,” she said. “Their work 
was top secret…but vital.”

When her service ended, 
Massachusetts’ extended GI 
Bill allowed her to pursue a 
teaching career. “I’ve wanted 
to be a teacher since the sixth 
grade,” she said. “What that 
proves is, if you want some-

thing badly enough, you’ll 
find a way to get there.”

Friday’s luncheon was 
one of several events planned 
at the Monson Senior Cen-
ter in November. Upcoming 
programs include the annu-
al Thanksgiving dinner on 
Thursday, Nov. 20 at 12 noon 
- followed by a presentation 
on Native American History 
by historian Patrick Duquette.

Bergeron encouraged at-

tendees to check the bulletin 
board at the Senior Center for 
more details and to sign up 
early for events.

As the luncheon drew 
to a close, the veterans in at-
tendance were asked to stand 
for a group photo; a moment 
of recognition for those who 
have served in every branch 
of the military, in every era.

“It’s about gratitude,” 
Bergeron said. “We just want 
our veterans to know how 
much they mean to this town.”

PALMER – St. Paul’s 
Church of Palmer is delight-
ed to announce its Third An-
nual Holly Berry Bazaar, a 
joyful community tradition 
celebrating the spirit of the 
Holiday season. 

The event will take place 
on Saturday, Nov. 15, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at St. Paul’s 
Church located at 1060 Cen-
tral Street in Palmer.

The bazaar offerings 
will include an old-time hol-
iday marketplace filled with 
arts and crafts, handmade 
gifts, a giant raffle, themed 
gift baskets, and St. Paul’s 
famous bake sale, featuring 

homemade pies, cookies, 
and seasonal treats. A variety 
of local and regional artisans 
will showcase unique items 
perfect for holiday giving—
from handcrafted ornaments 
to specialty foods and décor.

The children’s activities 
promise fun for the entire 
family. The Christmas Kid’s 
Corner will feature the North 
Pole Post for letters to San-
ta, free sweet-treat bags, and 
photos with the genuine San-
ta and Mrs. Claus from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Little ones can 
share their wish lists while 
parents enjoy the sights and 
sounds of a festive, fami-

ly-friendly atmosphere.
The Holly Berry Christ-

mas Kitchen will be open 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., serv-
ing a warm and hearty lunch 
that includes fresh apple 
cider, homemade coleslaw, 
chili, hot dogs, and more. 
Guests can also take-home 
delicious items from the 
bake sale, including fresh 
fruit pies and other home-
made favorites baked by the 
“Sweet Traditions” team at 
St. Paul’s.

Rev. Steven Sousa, min-
ister of St. Paul’s Church, 
shares: “Come out for a day 
of festive fun and Christmas 

shopping! We’re excited to 
host our Third Annual Holly 
Berry Bazaar and look

forward to sharing 
the holiday cheer with our 
friends and neighbors across 
the Palmer area.”

About St. Paul’s Church 
of Palmer: Founded in 1937, 
St. Paul’s has long served the 
greater Palmer community 
through outreach, fellow-
ship, and inclusive worship. 
The church continues to 
share its enduring message 
of grace, acceptance, and 
love. For more information, 
visit www.StPaulsPalmer.
org.

Holly Berry Holiday Bazaar returns

S T U R B R I D G E – 
Christmas Sing along by 
the Fanfare Brass Ensem-
ble on Sunday, Nov. 30 at 
3 p.m. at The Federated 
Church located at 8 Maple 
St. in Sturbridge.  

The 10 part group’s 
program: O Come All 
Ye Faithful, Three Ships, 
Three Kings, Westminster 
Carol, Jingle Bell Rock,   
Twelve Days of Christ-
mas, Away in the Manger, 
A Christmas Cannon, Jin-

gle Bells, White Christ-
mas, Sleight Ride, Oh Holy 
Night, Rockin’ Around the 
Christmas Tree, Angels 
from the Realms of Glory, 
All I want for Christmas, 
O little town of Bethlehem, 
We Need a Little Christ-
mas, Rudolph the Red Nose 
Reindeer, Stars and Stripes 
for Christmas and more.

For more informa-
tion contact David Neill at 
tbn8@aol.com or call 413-
686-5027.

Christmas sing 
along on Nov. 30

MONSON – Join 
“Chime In” for a magi-
cal experience, enveloped 
in the musical delights of 
handbells hosted by St. 
Patrick’s Church located at 
22 Green Street, Monson at 
3 p.m. on Dec. 7. This con-
cert is free.

Ring, revel, and rejoice 
throughout this concert. 
Chime In! Music with a 
Mission is a truly magical 
experience for friends and 
family, enveloped in the 
musical delights of hand-
bells. They offer a wide 
range of dynamic music, be 
it a collection of beloved 
carols, a singular arrange-
ment of a traditional tune, 
or a riotous cacophony of 

boom-whackers and organ 
pipes reclaimed as chimes. 
One hundred twenty-five 
handbells plus chimes and 
gongs are sure to warm 
your hearts during this joy-
ous season.

Chime In! Music With 
a Mission brings joy and 
fun to their handbell per-
formances. Their concerts 
of secular and sacred music 
embrace audience partici-
pation. 

Where else do you get 
the opportunity to mingle 
with the performers and 
their instruments?

Guests will be encour-
aged to try their hands at 
playing bells, chimes, and 
even some of their more 

unusual instruments af-
ter the concert when they 
might try out the handbells 
themselves. Children are 
often encouraged to try 
their hands on the bells.

The choirs of Chime 
In! have been sharing their 
love of music with the 
community for more than 
20 years, at multiple ven-
ues – from New Haven’s 
International Festival of 
Arts and Ideas, to the Beth-
lehem Fair, UMass, Car-
negie Hall, and now right 
here in Monson.

Light refreshments 
will be served after the 
concert at the Parish Hall 
(Columbia Hall) across the 
street.

‘Chime In’ handbell concert 
at St. Patrick’s Church Dec. 7

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Guests fill the Monson Senior Center for the annual Veterans Day luncheon honoring local service 
members.

A chair reserved for prisoners of war and those missing in 
action is set aside in remembrance.

Event coordinator Kelly 
Bergeron delivers opening 
remarks and introduces the 
two veteran speakers.

Russell Brissette, a U.S. Navy 
veteran, shares memories 
from his time in service.

Rita LaFerriere, also a U.S. 
Navy Veteran, reflects on her 
experience as a woman in the 
military.

Veterans honored with lunch and stories of service

PALMER - Have you 
ever wanted to learn Mah 
Jongg? 

Haven’t played in years 
and would like to?  Drop 
in and join us at the Palmer 
Public Library for this newly 
formed, weekly club!  Be-
ginners will get help from 

Joyce, a local Mah Jongg en-
thusiast and teacher.  

The club will primari-
ly meet in the Community 
Room on Mondays from 
12:30 to 3:30 p.m.  If the 
Community Room has an-
other event, the club will re-
locate for that day to another 

area of the library.  This club 
will play the American ver-
sion of Mah Jongg and fol-
low the National Mah Jongg 
League (NMJL) rules.

Mah Jongg is a 4-person 
game of strategy and skill 
that originated in China. 
There are many versions of 

this game, with the American 
version enjoying popularity 
in the U.S. today. Learning 
to play involves getting fa-
miliar with the tiles, learning 
the specifics of dealing & 
play, and especially learning 
to decipher and become fa-
miliar with the official card 

of playable hands released 
annually by the NMJL.

Please bring your own 
Mah Jongg set and current 
NMJL card if you have 
them.  The library is located 
at 1455 North Main Street. 
Questions? Call Amy at 413-
283-3330, ext. 121.

Mah Jongg Club open to all levels at the Palmer Public Library

STURBRIDGE – Saint 
Anne – Saint Patrick Parish 
and Shrine, together with the 
Federated Church and Bethle-
hem Lutheran Church, invite 
the community to a Thanks-
giving Ecumenical Church 
Service and Gathering on 
Tuesday, Nov. 25, at 7 p.m.

The service will be host-
ed by Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, located at 345 Main 
Street, Sturbridge. The eve-
ning will be a joyful opportu-
nity for neighbors and friends 
of all faith traditions to come 
together in gratitude, prayer, 
and fellowship.

“Each year, this gathering 
reminds us of the deep unity 
that exists among our church-
es and within our wider com-
munity,” said Fr. Salvator Mu-

sande, Pastor of Saint Anne 
Saint Patrick Parish. “It is a 
beautiful expression of our 
shared faith and gratitude for 
God’s abundant blessings.”

Pastor Dave Cote of the 
Federated Church shared, “In 
a world that can often feel 
divided, coming together in 
thanksgiving allows us to 
celebrate what connects us — 
our shared humanity and our 
call to love one another.”

Pastor Dan Purtell of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
added, “We are delighted to 
host this service and welcome 
everyone to join us. Giving 
thanks together helps us re-
member that gratitude is at the 
heart of faith, hope, and com-
munity.”

Members of Brookfield 

Congregational Church, Elm 
Street Congregational Church, 
and Holy Trinity Church will 
also be joining in this year’s 
celebration, further enriching 
the spirit of unity and thanks-
giving shared among our local 
faith communities. 

The service will include 
shared prayers, readings, and 
music from all congregations, 
followed by light refresh-
ments and fellowship. A free-
will offering will be collected 
during the service to benefit 
St. Luke’s Guest House in 
Southbridge, which provides 
shelter and support for those 
in need within our local com-
munity.

All are welcome to attend 
this special evening of thanks-
giving and unity.

Local churches unite in joyful 
Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service
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It’s Our Anniversary!
Celebrating 60 Years of Success, 

One Client At A Time!

• Located in Post Office Park,  
Wilbraham

• Helping clients live their  
best financial life since 1965

• Accomplished, Friendly  
and Professional

• Contact us for a
 no-fee consultation

at

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

85 Post Office Park • Suite 8524
Wilbraham, MA  01095

Phone 413-596-6992
trombleyassociates.com

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player; 
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

SQUIER OIL
~ EST 1874 MONSON ~

Do you care about your environment?
Want to be more green?

Then Use Bio Heating Oil!

We make it easy to be 
environmentally responsible 

without giving up comfort and relability!

Email: squieroil@verizon.net

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – As the hol-
iday season approaches, the 
Monson Cupboard is once 
again filled with the gener-
osity of the local commu-
nity; this time thanks to a 
successful food drive led by 
Cub Scout Pack 168, which 
collected an impressive 434 
pounds of food during their 
event held Saturday, Nov. 8, 
from noon to 2 p.m.

Karen Davis of Monson 
Together and the Monson 
Cupboard proudly show-
cased the food pantry’s fully 
stocked shelves and freezers, 
describing the donations as 
“a true blessing” ahead of 
the busy winter season. “The 
Boy Scouts are doing a drive, 
and we’re so grateful,” Davis 
said, gesturing to the pantry’s 
organized rooms filled with 
canned goods, pastas, peanut 
butter, cookies, and hygiene 
products.

“This is our freezer… 
full, stocked, ready for the 
holidays,” she said with a 
smile. “We’ve gotten a lot 
of what we need: nonperish-
ables, canned goods, even lit-
tle treats to make the holidays 
brighter for families.”

The Cub Scouts’ collec-
tion focused on nonperishable 
food items, with local fami-
lies and volunteers contribut-
ing everything from pasta and 
peanut butter to canned fruits 
and vegetables. “It’s great to 
see the kids outside, learn-
ing about service and giving 
back,” Davis added.

The event also drew at-
tention from state and local 

representatives. Davis not-
ed that Representative Brian 
Ashe and staff from Senator 
Jake Oliveira’s office vis-
ited the Monson Cupboard 
on Thursday, November 6, 
as part of a larger grassroots 
food security initiative coor-
dinated by Amanda Haller 
from Senator Ryan Fattman’s 
office. The program aims to 
highlight and support com-

munity-based hunger relief 
organizations across the re-
gion.

“We’re so blessed to 
have this level of support,” 
Davis said. “Between the 
Scouts, the representatives, 
and our volunteers, Monson 
really shows up for one an-
other.”

With the cupboards full 
and spirits high, Davis said 

the team is now preparing for 
the upcoming holiday distri-
bution and planning festive 
touches; including a commu-
nity holiday decorating con-
test to keep the season bright.

“The holidays can be a 
hard time for some families,” 
Davis reflected. “But thanks 
to this community, we’re 
making sure everyone has 
something good on the table.”

Cub Scouts help support Monson Cupboard

Cub Scout Pack 168 outside the Monson Community Cupboard.	 Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

WALES – On a recent 
afternoon at the Wales Pub-
lic Library, the meeting room 
was quieter than usual; just 
a few voices and the gen-
tle rhythm of signing hands. 
While most sessions of the 
library’s new American Sign 
Language (ASL) class have 
been well attended, the No-
vember 8 session was a more 
intimate one, with only a 
mother-and-son pair learn-
ing from instructor Jill Pour-
mand.

Pourmand began offering 
the monthly class only a few 
months ago, back in August 
she recalled,  but the program 
has already developed a fol-
lowing among residents eager 
to learn a new, inclusive way 
to communicate.

“I think it’s a great way 
to build a sense of commu-
nity and teach people some-
thing that’s very useful and 
relevant,” Pourmand said. “It 
helps you communicate with 
a more diverse population of 
people. Anytime I can help, I 
like to.”

For Pourmand, ASL isn’t 
just a skill, it’s one of her first 
languages. “I was born to 
two deaf parents, so I’ve al-
ways known it,” she said with 

a smile. “I’m what’s called 
a CODA: a child of deaf 
adults.”

Her familiarity with ASL 
gives her an intuitive under-
standing of how to teach it to 
beginners. Each month, she 
provides students with print-
ed packets that focus on a new 
set of vocabulary and gram-
mar concepts. “If someone 
misses a class, we just catch 
them up with the previous 
packet,” she explained.

The November class cov-
ered everyday basics, fami-
ly and people descriptions, 

adjectives, and daily life and 
activities. Pourmand also in-
troduced students to ASL’s 
unique sentence structure, 
focusing on time, topic, and 
comment; the framework that 
helps learners begin forming 
their own complete signed 
thoughts.

Although Pourmand 
has the natural presence of a 
teacher, she isn’t an educator 
by trade. “This is the only 
place I teach,” she said. “Un-
less my friends want me to 
show them something, this is 
just something I do for fun.”

In her day-to-day life, 
Pourmand is a student of 
speech-language pathology, 
a field she says complements 
her interest in ASL and her 
background in the Deaf com-
munity. “It’s relevant,” she 
said. “I’m hoping to work 
with deaf people someday.”

Among the group’s 
younger members that day 
was six-year-old Frederick 
Wasiluk, who attended the 
class with his mother, Kaylin 

Wasiluk.
“I’ve been homeschool-

ing him,” Kaylin said. “We 
had done some Spanish class-
es a little bit ago, but my son 
expressed interest in ASL. 
When we heard Miss Jill was 
teaching the class, we were 
very excited.”

When asked what he 
enjoys about learning sign 
language, Frederick grinned. 
“It’s fun to learn new things,” 
he said.

Pourmand hopes more 
people will take advantage of 
opportunities like this to learn 
sign language; even if only 
the basics.

“If you have an opportu-
nity to learn ASL, take advan-
tage of it,” she said. “Anyone 
who uses ASL will appreciate 
that you at least know some-
thing. Even just basic finger 
spelling of the alphabet can 
go a long way in communi-
cation.”

Sign language classes continue to grow at Wales Public Library

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Jill Pourmand teaches mother-son duo Kaylin and Frederick Wasiluk.

Frederick Wasiluk practicing the sign for yesterday.

Holiday 
Fair at First 
Church

LUDLOW – The holi-
days are fast approaching, 
always a hectic time for 
shoppers who decide to 
procrastinate. 

Now is the time to 
start shopping and enjoy a 
relaxing day. 

The First Church in 
Ludlow is located at 859 
Center Street. The festivi-
ties will take place on Fri-
day and Saturday, Novem-
ber 14 and 15, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

Available for shop-
pers are Holiday/Cem-
etery logs—using fresh 
greenery and other deco-
rative materials, Santa’s 
workshop—handmade 
items from the elves, raf-
fles in Fellowship Hall 
with baskets galore, Bake-
shop with fantastic home-
made goodies.

As always, the 
Church’s bookstore and a 
yarn/fabric shop will be 
open. 

Come to the Snack 
Bar to rejuvenate during 
your shopping excursion. 
Menu includes homemade 
soups and sandwiches 
served cafeteria style. 
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and the Pledge of Allegiance, 
the Palmer High School Band 
performed the national an-
them, their instruments ring-
ing clearly through the cold 
morning air.

The keynote address was 
delivered by Tina Brohman, 
Palmer’s Veteran Services 
Officer and a United States 
Air Force veteran, who spoke 
with heartfelt emotion about 
the meaning of Veterans Day 
and the deep connections 
it holds for those who have 
worn the uniform.

“Veterans Day is not 
just a date on the calendar,” 
Brohman said. “It’s a moment 
for us to pause, reflect, and 
express our gratitude to those 
who put on a uniform in ser-
vice to our country.”

Brohman, who served 
as a Combat Arms Training 
and Maintenance instructor, 
described the gravity of her 
role. “I trained airmen on the 
safe and effective use of their 
weapons and ensured the 
tools they carried into harm’s 
way were reliable and ready,” 
she said. “That sense of pur-
pose and taking care of others 
stays with you long after the 
uniform comes off.”

Before beginning her re-
marks, Brohman called for a 
moment of silence to honor 
Richard ‘Ricky’ Delude, late 
commander of the Sons of 
AMVETS, remembered as 
a tireless advocate for local 
veterans. “To truly know him 
was to love him,” she said. 
“We miss him and his large 
personality.”

Brohman emphasized 
that Veterans Day should 
not be the only time Ameri-
cans think about their service 
members.

“Don’t let Veterans Day 
be the only day you think 
about veterans,” she said. 
“And most importantly, teach 
the next generation that free-
dom is not free. It is earned 
and protected by real people 
with real lives and real fam-
ilies.”

She thanked veterans 
of all generations for their 
courage and commitment, 
acknowledged the families 
who “lived the service too,” 
and expressed deep appre-
ciation for the American 
Legion, AMVETS, Sons of 
AMVETS, and Ladies Auxil-
iary for their continued work 
supporting veterans and their 
families.

“You are the heart behind 
so much of what gets done, 
and we thank you,” she said.

Brohman also extended 
gratitude to town officials, 
first responders, and State 
Representative Todd Smola 
for their ongoing support of 
veterans and their families. 
“Veterans deserve more than 

applause,” she said. “They 
deserve understanding, re-
sources, and care… not only 
in words but through action.”

State Representative 
Todd Smola also addressed 
the crowd, recalling that last 
year’s Veterans Day celebra-
tion took place under unusu-
ally warm skies.

“That tells you we’re in 
New England,” he said with 
a smile. “And it also tells you 
how important it is that every 
single year we return in this 
community to pay tribute and 
honor to the men and wom-
en who serve our wonderful 
country.”

Smola praised Palmer 
High School students for par-
ticipating in veterans’ recog-
nition events and underscored 
the importance of passing 
down the legacy of service. 
“It’s going to be your respon-
sibility to share this event and 
to pass down the story of what 
Veterans Day means,” he said.

As the nation approaches 
its 250th anniversary, Smola 
reflected on America’s endur-
ing strength and ideals. “For 
250 years, men and women 
have been willing to put on 
a uniform and go places to 
answer the call of their coun-
try… a call greater than that 
of themselves,” he said.

He also urged Americans 
to use their voices responsi-
bly, even amid political divi-
sion. “Make sure that it’s pro-
ductive,” he said. “Make sure 

you are part of the solutions, 
not part of tearing down com-
munities. We may be frus-
trated with the government at 
times, but thank God we have 
a voice… because in other 
places, they don’t.”

Smola closed with a re-
minder of the debt owed to 
those who served. “Because 
of them, we live in the great-
est country on God’s green 
earth, the United States of 
America.”

The ceremony conclud-
ed with a 21-gun salute and 
the solemn playing of “Taps” 
in memory of those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice. 
As light snow continued to 
fall, the Palmer High School 
Band performed “God Bless 
America,” followed by a clos-
ing benediction from Father 
Turner.

“May all who have died 
and share with you a new life 
be recipients of your grace 
and love,” he prayed. “Bless 
our country and our commu-
nity as we go forth.”

Event organizer Tina 
Brohman thanked Band Di-
rector Joshua Hubbard, alum-
ni Mark and Cassie Perry, and 
all who contributed to the cer-
emony’s success.

“This concludes the of-
ficial observance of Veterans 
Day in the Town of Palmer,” 
Brohman announced as the 
ceremony drew to a close; 
a fitting end to a morning 
marked by reflection, unity, 
and gratitude.

VETERANS  ❙  from page 1

Vehicles carry veterans unable to walk the full parade route.

Members of the Palmer Girl Scout troop march proudly in the 
parade.

Boy Scout and Cub Scout troops from Palmer show their support during the community celebration.

Scout and Cub Scout troops make their way down the parade route. Boy Scout and Cub Scout troops brave the cold.

Palmer Fire Department engines and emergency vehicles close 
out the parade lineup.

State Representative Todd 
Smola offers remarks 
honoring all who served.

The Palmer High School Band performs “Taps” to conclude the ceremony.

Father Richard Turner 
delivers the closing prayer at 
Hryniewicz Park.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Members of Amvets Post 74 lead the Palmer Veterans Day Parade, joined by local Boy Scouts.

The Palmer High School Col-
or Guard and Marching Band 
play during their walk in the 
procession.

Tina Brohman, Palmer’s Veterans Services Officer, delivers the opening address, sharing her Air 
Force experience.
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dad had served in the Marine 
Corps and my mom was in 
the Air Force” said Fullen. 
“I am very grateful for my 
time spend in the military, 
the people I have met and the 
lessons I have learned.” 

Chaplain Glenn Perry of 
American Legion Post 241 of 
Monson led the attendees in 
a prayer. Fullen then led the 
crowd in the recitation of the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Pat Oney, Vice Chair-
man of the Monson Board of 
Selectmen spoke next. 

“Veterans Day is a time 
to reflect on the sacrific-
es made by our heroes who 
have selflessly defended our 
freedom, protected our val-
ues, and safeguarded our lib-
erty.

As we honor the brave 
men and women who have 
served our nation with cour-
age, dedication, and unwav-
ering commitment, we ac-
knowledge and appreciate 
their love of country and 
willingness to serve.

We continue to be in-
spired by their strength and 
resilience, and look to find 
those qualities in ourselves 
so that their legacy lives on.

And finally, we support 
them, through our actions, 
our words, and our pledge 
never to forget” said Oney. 

Theodore Kozak fol-
lowed Oney to the podium. 

Kozak reflected on the 
history of Veteran Day. No-
vember 11 originally marked 
the end of World War One 
on November 11, 1918. No-
vember 11 became a federal 
holiday is 1938 and was re-
named Veterans Day in 1954 
to include all branches. 

“Veterans Day is about 
our gratitude for those who 
served, not just remem-
brance, we use this day to re-
flect on their sacrifices. This 
sacrifice is not only limited to 
their participation in combat 
but also their commitment to 
service which often places 
them in stations around the 
world, of which, they often 
experienced long hours of 
duty away from family and 
friends” said Kozak. “That’s 
why communities come to-
gether each year to recognize 
their service and give our 
thanks.”

Commander Carl Santos 
of American Legion Post 241 
laid the ceremonial wreath at 
the base of the flagpole. The 
firing detail from American 
Legion Post 241 provided a 
21 gun salute followed by 
taps played by Russ Bressette 

Monson native Jordan 
Doyle sang the National An-
them. At the conclusion of 
the ceremony, Fullen invited 
all attendees to a collation at 
T’s Tavern. 

Debbie Lawrence, pro-
prietor of TJ’s Tavern, hosted 
the collation after the cere-
mony concluded. The menu 
included chicken and broc-
colli alfredo, rotini with pork 
loin in red sauce, homemade 
meatballs, tossed salad with 
sweet vidalia onion dress-
ing, Italian bread, pumpkin 
pie, pumpkin swiss roll, red 
velvet cake and homemade 
blueberry scones and cran-
berry orange apricot scones 
with eggnog. 

“It is a warm and ful-
filling feeling when after the 
ceremony is over, everyone 
comes here. Monson is that 
town that its townspeople 
cares deeply about their vet-
erans” said Campbell.

SALUTES  ❙  from page 1

Glenn Perry of American 
Legion Post 241 of Monson 
delivers the prayer.

Hailee Fullen opens the 
ceremony.

Theodore Kozak delivered his 
remarks.

Pat Oney delivers her remarks.

Members of American legion post 241 perform the firing detail.

Jordan Doyle sings the 
national anthem.

American legion post 241 commander Carl Santos raises the 
American Flag.

TJ’s Tavern proprietor Deb 
Lawrence prepares the meal.

MONSON– Fire log for 
the Monson Fire Department 
for the week of Nov. 3-11, 
2025. The department re-
sponded to 23 EMS calls and 
10 Fire calls.

Monday, Nov. 3 at 4:52 
p.m. the department respond-
ed to the area of Lower Hamp-
den Road at Bogan Road for 
the motor vehicle crash. The 
department returned to ser-
vice at 6:30 p.m.

On Tuesday, Nov. 4 at 
8:37 a.m. the department re-
sponded to 157 Moulton Hill 
Road for the tree on wires. 
The department returned to 
service at 9:10 a.m.

On Tuesday, Nov. 4 at 
9:16 a.m. the department re-
sponded to 339 Main Street 
for the smoke alarm activa-
tion. The department returned 
to service at 9:29 a.m.

On Tuesday, Nov. 4 at 
10:39 a.m. the department re-
sponded to 59 Bradway Road 
for the CO alarm activation. 
The department returned to 
service at 11:33 a.m.

On Tuesday, Nov. 4, at 
6:12 p.m. the department re-

sponded to 137 Moulton Hill 
Road for the telephone pole 
on fire. The department re-
turned to service at 7:12 p.m.

On Tuesday, Nov. 4 at 
8:12 p.m. the department re-
sponded to 105 Main Street 
for the fire alarm activation. 
The department returned to 
service at 8:13 p.m.

On Wednesday, Nov. 5 
at 11:23 a.m. the department 
responded to 96 Bethany 
Road for the fire alarm activa-
tion. The department returned 
to service at 11:39 a.m.

On Wednesday, Nov. 5 
at 7:21 p.m. the department 
responded to 242 State Ave 
for the fire alarm activation. 
The department returned to 
service at 8:17 p.m.

On Thursday, Nov. 6 
at 9:28 a.m. the department 
responded to 2 Whitney Ave 
for the commercial fire alarm 
activation. The department re-
turned to service at 9:45 a.m.

On Sunday, Nov. 9 at 
3:08 a.m. the department 
responded to in front of 40 
Mayhill Road for the motor 
vehicle crash. The department 
returned to service at 4 a.m.

  Monson Fire Logs

Ranking Member Ed-
ward J. Markey (D-Mass.), 
alongside Senator Jeanne 
Shaheen (D-N.H.), this week 
introduced the Veteran Entre-
preneurship Empowerment 
Act to eliminate financial 
barriers for veterans, military 
reservists, and their spous-
es looking to start or grow 
their small businesses. The 
legislation would decrease 
down payment requirements, 
eliminate fees on small busi-
ness loans under $1 million, 
and direct the Small Busi-
ness Administration (SBA) 
to collect and publicize data 
on services provided to vet-
erans.

The Veteran Entrepre-
neurship Empowerment Act 
was introduced prior to Vet-
erans Day and during Na-
tional Veteran Small Busi-
ness Week, which honors 
the sacrifices of veterans and 
their families and highlights 
resources available for vet-
eran entrepreneurs. In Fiscal 
Year 2025, veteran entrepre-
neurs received nearly 3,500 
loans totaling $1.5 billion 

through the SBA’s 
7(a) and 504 loan 
programs.

“This week, 
we honor the ser-
vice and sacrifice 
of our nation’s 
veterans and their 
families and reaf-
firm our commit-
ment to ensuring a 
smooth transition 
to civilian life,” 
said Ranking 
Member Markey. “Entrepre-
neurship is a natural path for 
our brave service members, 
but high entry costs can be 
a barrier to their small busi-
ness success. This legislation 
would lower the cost of small 
business loans for veterans 
and their families, making it 
more affordable for them to 
move from military service 
to Main Street.” 

“On behalf of our 
1.5 million members, The 
American Legion strongly 
supports the Veteran Entre-
preneurship Empowerment 
Act, which removes financial 
barriers that too often stand 

between veterans 
and their pursuit 
of the American 
Dream,” said Dan 
K. Wiley, National 
Commander of the 
American Legion. 
“Veterans have 
proven leadership, 
discipline, and 
dedication—traits 
that are invaluable 
to entrepreneur-
ship. By expand-

ing access to capital and en-
suring data transparency for 
veterans, reservists, and mil-
itary spouses, this bill honors 
their service and strengthens 
The American economy. The 
American Legion believes 
that when we empower vet-
erans to build businesses, our 
communities and nation not 
only succeed, but we fortify 
the very foundation of The 
American Dream they once 
fought to protect.”

“Veterans bring the 
same determination, leader-
ship, and mission focus that 
defined their service to build-
ing small businesses back 

home,” said Mary Kaszynski, 
Director of Government Re-
lations for VoteVets. “Yet too 
often, financial barriers stand 
in the way of Veterans who 
have already given so much 
to our nation. By significant-
ly reducing fees and expand-
ing access to credit for veter-
an-owned small businesses, 
the Veteran Entrepreneurship 
Empowerment Act removes 
key obstacles and unlocks 
opportunity. Our country 
owes it to Veterans not just 
to thank them, but to en-
sure they have every chance 
to succeed in civilian life. 
This legislation honors that 
commitment in a tangible, 
impactful way. We applaud 
Senator Markey’s leadership 
and encourage all Members 
to join us in supporting this 
important effort.”

“The Veteran Entre-
preneurship Empowerment 
Act meaningfully reduces 
barriers for veteran-owned 
small businesses by waiving 
guarantee fees and lower-
ing equity injection require-
ments: critical steps toward 

expanding access to capital 
and opportunity,” said Ray 
Toenniessen, Deputy Execu-
tive Director of the D’Aniel-
lo Institute for Veterans and 
Military Families (IVMF). 
“We’re encouraged by the 
bill’s emphasis on data-driv-
en oversight and account-
ability, ensuring its impact 
is both measurable and sus-
tainable. This legislation re-
flects a smart, responsible 
investment in the economic 
success of veterans and their 
families.”

“The National Veteran 
Small Business Coalition 
strongly supports the goals 
of the Veteran Entrepreneur-
ship Empowerment Act,” 
said Scott Jensen, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer for the Na-
tional Veterans Small Busi-
ness Coalition. “Access to 
affordable capital remains 
one of the greatest barriers 
to Veteran business owner-
ship. By permanently waiv-
ing SBA loan guarantee fees 
and reducing equity require-
ments for Veterans and mil-
itary spouses, this bill takes 

meaningful steps to level the 
playing field and empower 
those who have served our 
nation to continue serving 
through entrepreneurship. 
We look forward to work-
ing with Congress and the 
Small Business Administra-
tion to ensure these reforms 
are implemented effectively 
and equitably for the Veteran 
small business community.”

“National Guardsmen 
are deeply rooted in our 
communities - as employ-
ers, neighbors, and business 
owners who invest locally,” 
said retired Major General 
Francis M. McGinn, Presi-
dent of the National Guard 
Association of the United 
States (NGAUS). “This bill 
unleashes the entrepreneurial 
drive of veteran small busi-
ness-owners and encourages 
even deeper connections to 
the people we serve. We ap-
plaud Senator Markey and 
the Small Business Commit-
tee for their work to improve 
economic opportunities for 
those who have given our na-
tion so much.”

Markey introduces legislation to reduce costs for Veteran entrepreneurs

Edward J. Markey

Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2025. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 23-26, 2025.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 12, 2025

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Logan DistlerLogan Distler
September 22, 2024

Parents:  Daniel & Lisa Distler, Brimfield
Grandparents:  Christopher & Michele Mues, Warren

Carole & the late Bruce Distler, Long Island, NY

Turley staff photos
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By Coleman Nee
DAV National Commander 

and Marine Veteran 
Coleman Nee

REGION – According to 
U.S. government data and re-
cent policy studies, nearly 25% 
of America’s veterans live ei-
ther below the federal poverty 
level or paycheck to paycheck, 
with little margin for unexpect-
ed expenses.

To get by, many adopt 
emergency-level budgets. But 
even the harshest austerity mea-
sures may not be enough. Life 
at the bottom still costs money. 
Mortgages and rent must be 
paid. Vehicles are needed to 
reach work or medical appoint-
ments. So, what can be cut? 
Too often, it’s food-eating less 
or sacrificing nutrition. Tragi-

cally, many veterans and their 
families face this choice every 
day.

The latest data from the 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture shows that 7.5% of vet-
erans-about 1.5 million-are 
hungry or food insecure. The 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) reports that those ages 
65-74 are now most at risk, a 
shift from only a few years ago 
when 55- to 64-year-olds faced 
the highest rates.

The picture grows bleaker 
within subgroups. Nearly 1 in 5 
women veterans, many raising 
children, report food insecurity. 
More than a third of disabled 
working-age veterans struggle 
to feed themselves. These ar-
en’t abstractions-they’re neigh-
bors, family and friends.

VA disability benefits are 

often treated as unearned in-
come for the purposes of means 
testing in some federal pro-
grams. But these benefits were 
never meant to be treated as a 
paycheck. They were designed 
to offset the extra costs of living 
with a disability. In programs 
where they are counted toward 
income limits, this classifica-
tion can unfairly block many 
veterans from receiving assis-
tance through programs like the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program, or SNAP.

SNAP can provide essen-
tial short-term relief, adding 
protein, vegetables, and fruit 
to meals. Yet because disabili-
ty benefits often push veterans 
over the income threshold too 
many are excluded. Accord-
ing to RAND, only 4.9% of 
food-insecure veterans in the 

U.S. received SNAP assistance 
in 2023.

It is a failure of our system 
when individuals who served 
this country bravely and honor-
ably-so that others could pursue 
the American dream-now face 
malnutrition and hunger.

On Veterans Day, crowds 
gather to give speeches and 
host parades honoring those 
who wore the uniform with 
fierce pride. But veterans can’t 
eat their pride.

On Thanksgiving, we sit 
down to abundant meals of tur-
key, vegetables, and homemade 
desserts, raising a toast to those 
who secured our freedoms. But 
veterans can’t eat our thanks.

Rather than simply thank-
ing veterans for their service, 
we can show our gratitude 
through meaningful action. 

Immediate steps taken today 
can make a difference-from 
supporting or volunteering 
with trusted organizations like 
DAV’s Volunteer for Veterans 
program, to helping at local 
veteran food pantries and nu-
trition centers, or urging elected 
officials to ensure veterans and 
their families do not go hun-
gry through efforts like DAV’s 
Commander’s Action Network. 
These frontline actions have 
a direct and lasting impact on 
veterans’ lives.

Veterans stood up for us; 
now it’s our turn to stand up 
for them. Through awareness, 
advocacy, and community sup-
port, we can work toward a fu-
ture where all veterans live safe, 
healthy lives-free from hunger. 
Now that’s something to give 
thanks for.

No Veteran should go hungry after their service

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – A new 
chapter for local youth en-
gagement began on Novem-
ber 5 at the First Church of 
Monson, as organizers from 
the church and St. Patrick’s 
Parish introduced the re-
vamped Youth United pro-
gram: a community-oriented 
group for middle and high 
school students designed to 
foster leadership, service, and 
connection across area towns.

The relaunch event, held 
around 6 p.m. in the church’s 
community room, brought 
together organizers and vol-
unteers who outlined their 
vision for the program’s fu-
ture. Originally founded as a 
joint effort between the First 
Church of Monson and St. 
Patrick’s Church, Youth Unit-
ed began several years ago as 
a youth group for students in 
grades 4 through 12. How-
ever, the program has since 
evolved to better meet the 
needs of local youth.

“Originally, it was for 
fourth through twelfth grade,” 
said organizer Holly Nor-
wick. “It kind of fluctuated 
with different age ranges 
coming at different times, 
but now that we’ve honed in 
on one age group, I think it’s 
going to be more successful.”

The newly defined age 
range is grades 7 through 
12, aligning with the current 
youth ministry structure at 
both churches. Norwick noted 
that narrowing the focus will 
allow for deeper connections 
and more consistent program-
ming.

Co-organizer Dave Wal-
lace, who represents St. Pat-
rick’s Church along with his 
wife, Erin Wallace, shared 
that the new direction will 
move away from the tradi-
tional youth group model.

“This year, we’re re-
thinking the approach,” Wal-
lace explained. “Rather than 
just having weekly or month-
ly gatherings, we’re building 
the program around a goal… 
something the group will 
work toward throughout the 
year, like a mission trip or a 
community project.”

That long-term focus, 
he said, gives participants a 
sense of purpose and direc-
tion.

At its core, Youth United 
will hold monthly meetings, 
organize community service 
projects, and plan fundraisers 
and excursions. The group’s 
first gathering on Nov. 5 
served as an introduction and 
brainstorming session, giving 
students a voice in shaping 
the group’s future activities.

“We want the kids to 
help pick the projects and 
ideas,” Norwick said. “That 
way, they’re invested in what 
they’re doing and learning 
leadership skills along the 
way.”

One early idea under 
consideration is a monthly 
“Friday Night Lights”-style 
event, where teens from 
Youth United would host an 
evening at the church, offer-
ing babysitting for younger 
children while parents enjoy 
a night out.

“It would give the old-
er kids a chance to mentor 
and lead,” Norwick said. “At 
the same time, it would be a 
fundraiser they could put to-
ward their annual mission or 
project… and it gives back 
to the community in a really 
practical way.”

While the program’s 
roots are faith-based, Nor-
wick and Wallace emphasized 
that Youth United is open to 
all area youth, regardless of 
church affiliation.

“We’re inviting any and 
all church youth in the area, 
or anyone who just wants to 
be involved,” Norwick said. 
“You don’t have to be part 
of a church. You just have to 
want to help your community 
and have fun doing it.”

The organizers hope to 
draw students from Monson 
and surrounding towns, in-
cluding Palmer, Wales, Hol-
land, and Brimfield.

For now, Youth United 
meets monthly at the First 
Church of Monson, and new 
members are welcome to join 
at any time.

“This is really about cre-
ating opportunities for young 
people to come together, 
serve others, and find their 
place in the community,” 
Norwick said. “We’re excited 
to see where this goes.”

Youth United program relaunches at First Church

Advertise Your Business Here Contact Dan Flynn at (413) 297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com
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✓ Interior/Exterior Paint ✓ Wallpaper
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Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

A schedule outlines the evening’s timeline for the first meeting of the Youth United group on Nov. 5.

Snacks and drinks, pizza being brought in later on, await participants at the group’s inaugural 
gathering.

Attendees mingle and socialize as the first Youth United meeting gets underway.
A lively game of spoons serves as an icebreaker for the new 
youth group.

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

MONSON – After not 
losing a home match during 
the regular season or the 
Western Mass. tournament, 
the Monson boys’ soccer 
team managed to keep the 
streak alive in the Division 5 
state tournament.

The 10th-seeded Mus-

Mustangs 
trample
Holbrook
in tourney By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

MONSON – While the 
Monson girls’ soccer team 
entered the state tourna-
ment with a total of eight 
victories, they didn’t win 
more than two consecutive 
games during the regular 
season.

Monson will need to 
win five games in a row to 
capture the Division 5 state 
title for the second time in 
the past three years.

The fourth-seeded 
Lady Mustangs began that 

task with a 4-0 shut-
out victory over the 
29th-seeded Franklin 
County Tech Lady Ea-
gles on a cold and windy 
afternoon at Larry Tassi-
nari Field, last Thursday.

“We’re going to take it 
one game at a time in this 
tournament. We now 
have a one game win-
ning streak,” said Mon-
son head coach Larry 
Pagliaro. “We have a 
bunch of talented players, 
and I believe that we can 

Girls prevail in 
opening round

PALMER – Last Friday 
night, Palmer High School 
entered nonplayoff action as 
they work toward their annu-
al holiday matchup with rival 
Ludlow. In Week 9, Palmer 
defeated Belchertown 21-7 to 
improve to 5-4 and also pick 

up their third straight win. For 
Week 10, Palmer heads on 
the road, drawing a matchup 
with Springfield International 
Charter. 

The Panthers will be at 
home on Thanksgiving morn-
ing on Nov. 27 at 10 a.m.

Panthers keep momentum going with win

WARE – Last Friday 
night, Ware defeated Path-
finder 16-12 in a nonplayoff 
matchup for both teams. Ware 

found itself in nonplayoff ac-
tion following an upset loss 
against Palmer two weeks 
ago. Ware faces Putnam in 

Week 10 while Pathfinder 
will have a vocational tour-
nament matchup with Smith 
Vocational of Northampton.

Pioneers football team falls in 
nonplayoff matchup with Ware

Brady Ronaldson looks to head to his right.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Matthew Santos gets ready 
to punt.Dylan Doherty heads off on a carry.	 Turley photos by David Henry Griffin Nawrocki makes a stop.

MUSTANGS   ❙   page 12

Ada Wojcik prepares to move 
the ball left.

Turley photos by David Henry

Hunter White goes for the tackle.

Jared Perry makes a block.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Anthony Arventos drops back to pass.Trevor Alexander hugs the ball on a carry.

FOOTBALL

FOOTBALL

Animas Kowalik makes a block.

Jarret Skowyra starts a return for the Pioneers.

Trevor Alexander heads for the sideline.

GIRLS   ❙   page 13
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tangs overcame a 1-0 halftime 
deficit to defeat 23rd-seed-
ed Holbrook, 3-1, in a round 
of 32 contest held at Coach 
Robert E. Moriarty Field in 
Monson, last Wednesday af-
ternoon.

“It has been more than a 
year since we’ve lost a game 
on this field,” said Monson 
senior Jack Beaupre. “This is 
one of the best grass fields in 
Western Massachusetts. It’s 
sad that we won’t be playing 
anymore soccer games here.”

The last boys’ soccer 
team to defeat Monson on 
their home field was the Chi-
copee Pacers, who posted 
a 7-3 victory on October 8, 
2024.

Beaupre, along with fel-
low seniors Brady Ronaldson, 
Ben Pignone, Shane Szado, 
and Austin Meacham have 
been members of the varsity 
soccer team since they were 
freshmen. Senior Luis Diaz 

Perez is a first-year member 
of the team.

“I’ve been coaching five 
of the seniors on different 
teams for the past ten years. 
It’s going to be very hard not 
coaching them anymore,” 
said Mustangs head coach 
Jared Pignone. “It was also 
nice to see Luis score his first 
goal in today’s game.”

It was the first time that 
Monson played Holbrook in a 
boys’ soccer match, 

“Other than knowing 
where they’re from, I knew 
very little about them before 
the game,” Coach Pignone 
said. “The only games that 
they had on YouTube were 
from a couple of years ago. 
The players change every 
year.

Both teams each had six 
shot attempts during the first 
45 minutes of the match.

The only goal of the first 
half was scored in the 27th 
minute by Holbrook fresh-
man Nathan Costa.

With three minutes re-
maining in the first half, 
Monson sophomore Anthony 
Tulloch, who’s a starting de-
fender, was injured and sat 
on the bench for the rest of 
the game. He was replaced by 
junior Brennan Peterson, who 
was one of the starting mid-
fielders.

Trailing 1-0, the Mus-
tangs made a couple of ad-
justments at halftime.

“We talked about differ-
ent things at halftime,” Coach 
Pignone said. “The input isn’t 
just from me and my assis-
tants. We also got some feed-
back from the players, which 
is something that I like.

The Mustangs scored the 
tying goal six minutes into the 
second half when Meacham 
blasted a shot into the back of 
the net. 

Beaupre, who assisted 
on the tying goal, netted the 
go-ahead goal with a low shot 
into the net, which was unas-
sisted in the 64th minute.

With 13:48 left in regula-
tion, referee Chris Kolodziey 
handed out red cards to Hol-
brook junior Sam Mutiso and 
Monson junior Lucas Pignone 
after they threw punches at 
each other. Both players were 
suspended for two games, 
which carries over into the 
next sports season.

The two teams finished 
the match with only 10 play-
ers.

Perez capped off the 
scoring with his first career 
goal, which was assisted by 
Beaupre, with less than two 
minutes remaining.

“We’re very happy that 
Luis was able to score his first 

goal in our final home game,” 
Beaupre said. “I’m very glad 
that I passed the ball to him.”

The home victory im-
proved Monson’s overall re-
cord to 15-1-4.

MUSTANGS  ❙  from page 11

acebook.com/turleysports@turleysports www.turleysports.com

Athlete of the Week

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

413-967-3327
www.moultoninsurance.com

Austin Meacham
Monson High School

In Monson’s first-round win over Holbrook, 
Meacham notched the game-tying goal to get 
the Mustangs on the scoreboard.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli 
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to 
gscibelli@turley.com.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Bondsville League
The Bondsville League 

at Roll-A-Way Lanes has 
reached the 10-week mark 
of the season. 

After 10 weeks of 
league candlepin bowling, 
Night Hawks take over first 
place in the east division 
and overall, with a record 
of 43-27. Sandri leads in 
the west division and is in 
second place overall with a 
record 42-28. 

During week 10, Slow 
Burners bowled against 
Flaming Bowling Balls. In 
game one, Flaming Bowl-
ing Balls won by a score of 
495-438. 

In game two, Flaming 
Bowling Balls won again 
by a score of 458-454. In 
game three, Slow Burners 
got the win by a score of 
492-470. Three out of four 
members of Slow Burners 
broke the century mark 
with scores of 111, 111 and 
112. 

The final score was 
1423-1384 in favor of 
Flaming Bowling Balls. 
The team is in tenth place 
with a record of 27-43. 

P&J Meats bowled 
against Ironmen in week 
10. In game one, P&J Meats 
won by a score of 486-480. 
Chico Boynton of P&J 
Meats had the highest score 
on his team with a 108. 

In game two, Ironmen 

got the win by a score of 
507-468. Billy Brunk of 
Ironmen scored big with 
148 in game two. 

In game three, Iron-
men won the last game by 
a score of 446-443. The fi-
nal score was 1433-1397 in 
favor of Ironmen, who are 
now at 39-31. 

Sandri bowled against 
Cannonballs in week 10. In 
game one, Sandri defeated 
Cannonballs by a score of 
429-421. In game two. San-
dri won again by a score of 
468-464. Bob Hutchinson 
of Sandri had the best game 
with 113. 

In game three, Sandri 
won to get a three-game 
sweep over Cannonballs, 
455-446. Hutchinson and 
his teammate Sue Horton 
each bowled 108 in game 
three. The final score was 
1352-1331 in favor of San-
dri. 

Zeke’s Freaks bowled 
against Snappers in week 
10. In game one, Snappers 
won by a score of 529-
465. Kevin Krasnecky of 
Snappers began the match 
by bowling a 128. His 
teammate, Andy Tombor 
bowled a 116 and Eddie 
Stachowicz bowled a 111. 

In game two, Snap-
pers won again by a score 
of 496-490. Stachowicz 
bowled a big game with 
138 to lead his team to vic-
tory. 

In game three, Snap-
pers won to sweep Zeke’s 
Freaks, 490-462. Stacho-
wicz finished with 115 and 

a series of 364. Krasnecky 
bowled a 124 and had a se-
ries of 358. The final score 
was 1515-1417. 

Fire Mountain bowled 
against Night Hawks in 
week 10. In game one, 
Night Hawks won by a 
score of 472-439. Darryl 
Sinclair Night Hawks be-
gan the match with 138 
during the team’s victory. 

In game two, Night 
Hawks defeated Fire Moun-
tain by a score of 488-431. 
Dave Smigiel of Night 
Hawks was the hero for the 
team by bowling a 121. 

In game three, Night 
Hawks and Fire Mountain 
tied at 477. As a result, 
each team receives one 
point. Gavin Sinclair fin-
ished strong with 132 and 
had a series of 339. Smigiel 
finished with a 109 and a 
series of 332. Rick Trott 
of Fire Mountain bowled a 
121 to end the match. 

The final score was 
1437-1347 in favor of 
Night Hawks. 

Spare Parts Bud 
bowled against Team UMa-
ss in week 10. In game one, 
Spare Parts Bud won by 
a score of 483-443. John 
Jebb of Spare Parts Bud be-
gan the match with a 110. 

In game two, Spare 
Parts Bud won again by a 
score of 484-455. In game 
three, Spare Parts Bud 
won by a score of 476-472 
to sweep Team UMass in 
week 10. The final score 
was 1443-1370 in favor of 
Spare Parts Bud. 

Candlepin League News

Isaac Somers runs over to cut the ball off.Benjamin Pignone gets ready to shoot.

Kreslen Casseus looks to fake 
out an opponent.Anthony Tulloch rears back to clear the ball.

Austin Meacham makes a play on the ball and tries to keep it from his opponent.

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTO BODY CENTER

• Collision Specialists
• Free Estimates (By Appointment)

• We Help with Insurance Claims!
• Expert Color Matching

We Make It Easy For You! RS #1688

413-283-6403

89 1/2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333
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win at least four more games. 
We’re looking forward to 
playing another home game.”

Pagliaro is aided by as-
sistant coach Brooke Murphy, 
who was one of the best girls’ 
soccer players in the history 
of Monson High School. 

“Brooke isn’t an assistant 
coach, she has been my co-
head coach this year,” Paglia-
ro said. “She has brought us 
to where we are. She’s very 
knowledgeable.” 

It was the first ever meet-
ing on the soccer pitch be-
tween the two teams.

The Lady Eagles, who 
are members of the Bi-Coun-
ty League, advanced into the 
round of 32 after dispatching 
36th-seeded Dearborn Stem 
Academy, 3-0, in a prelimi-
nary round home match on 
November 3. They finished 
their season with an 8-8-4 
overall record.

The Lady Mustangs (9-
10-1) had eight days off after 
suffering a 2-1 loss against 
Mt. Greylock in the Western 
Mass. Class C finals. 

The victory against 
Franklin County Tech was 
the Lady Mustangs seventh of 
the season on their well-kept 
grass field. They only won 

two games against Central 
Division opponents.

The Lady Mustangs out-
shot the Lady Eagles, 29-4.

“We outplayed them 
in the first half, but we only 
held a 2-0 lead at halftime,” 
Pagliaro said. “Franklin Tech 
played very hard against us.”

The home team took a 
1-0 lead six minutes into the 
first half on a tap in goal from 
eighth-grader Makenna Pe-
terson, which was assisted by 
junior Chelsea Hull.

Six minutes later, senior 
Hannah Murphy lined a shot 
into the back of the net over 
the head of Franklin Tech 
senior goalie Shayly Mar-
tin-Ovalle (19 saves) for an 
unassisted goal.

Murphy, who’s the only 
senior listed on the Lady Mus-
tangs roster, has scored more 
than 30 goals this season giv-
ing her 219 career goals. She 
broke the state’s goal record 
during the regular season.

“Hannah is an unbeliev-
able soccer player,” Pagliaro 
said. “I think it’ll be a long 
time until someone breaks her 
goal record.”

The Lady Mustangs had 
four corner kicks late in the 
first half, but the score was 
still 2-0 at halftime.

Murphy completed her 
hat-trick by scoring two more 
goals in the middle of the sec-
ond half.

Peterson and seventh 
grader Lucy Maziarz were 

credited with the assists on 
the two second half goals.

Monson sophomore 
goalie Grace Berry only had 
to make four saves in posting 
the shutout.

“Our defense is under-
rated,” Pagliaro said. “Our 
two center backs are (junior) 
Avery Beaudoin, and (junior) 

Lylia Ellis. Our outside backs 
are (junior) Mackayla St. 
George and (eighth grader) 
Aida Wojcik. Grace is also an 
outstanding goalie.

The Lady Mustangs 
were scheduled to host the 
13th-seeded Holbrook Bull-
dogs on Monday afternoon in 
the round of 16. 
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Lucy Maziarz sends the ball 
deep.

Hannah Murphy surrounds the 
ball as she eyes the goal.

Elle Somers makes a stop on 
the ball.

Mackayla St. George makes a 
throw-in for the Mustangs.

Avery Beaudoin advances the ball up the field pursued by the 
opposing defense.

Chelsea Hull watches the ball as she dribbles. Sophia Leonard socks a free kick away.	 Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

READY
TO COOK! THANKSGIVING DINNER DINNER 

FEEDS 
10 PEOPLE

$6999
STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT

ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY BREAST .................

$899
ea

USDA INSP.  FROZEN

BACON WRAPPED
SHRIMP 16.5 OZ .......................

USDA INSP. 

CHICOPEE PROVISION
BLUE SEAL KIELBASA ............ lb

$539

$1799
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 LB BAG .................

SALE DATES: 11/13/25-11/19/25

$169
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
LEG LAMB ..............................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CUT FREE ..................
USDA INSP. FRESH
GROUND PORK .........................

$188
lb

lb

lb
$155

USDA INSP. FROZEN
HAM PORTIONS
BUTT or SHANK ...................

$266
lb

$669

USDA INSP. BONELESS
TRIPLE M
WHOLE PIT HAM .................
USDA INSP. 
SMOKED 
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .

$366
lb

$244
lb

$266
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAK

$599
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN
$789

lb

CUT
FREE

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

$777
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

DIET LEAN
GROUND BEEF

USDA INSP. BONE-IN
CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$133
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

JESSIE LORD
CHERRY PIE 22 OZ ................... ea

$499

USDA INSP. SKINLESS & SHANKLESS
BUDABALL 
OLD FASHIONED 
SMOKED WHOLE HAM ......

$529
lb

5 LB 
BAG

• Sump Pumps
• Footing Drains
• Gravity Drains
• Landscape Drainage
• Crawlspaces • Bulkheads

FREE ESTIMATES 
HIC #216492

(413) 279-9133
drynestllc.com 

Basement Waterproofing

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net
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William F. Blondin
Palmer

U.S. Navy

Jean-Pierre Boissy
Three Rivers

U.S. Coast Guard

Paul J. Boissy
Three Rivers

U.S. Army

Leo W. Boissy
Three Rivers

U.S. Army

Daniel Beaudoin
Monson

U.S. Navy

Raymond C. Beaudette
Palmer

U.S. Army

Victor Boissy
Three Rivers

U.S. Army

Richard Boyer
Palmer

U.S. Army

Richard D. Brohman, Jr.
Palmer

U.S. Marine Corps

Tina M. Brohman
Palmer

U.S. Air Force

 Eric Brothers
Monson 

U.S. Marine Corps

Michael Byrne
Monson

U.S. Army

William Byrnes
Bondsville
U.S. Army

Saluting Our Local Heroes★
★★

★

Robert Birchenough  Jr.
Wales

U.S. Marine Corps 

 Martin Finnegan
Monson

U.S. Coast Guard

Daniel Finnegan
Monson

U.S. Marine Corps

 Hailee B. Fullan
Palmer

U.S. Air Force

 Emilia Finnegan
Monson

U.S. Marine Corps

Missy Douty
Monson

U.S. Army National Guard

Leroy (Bud) Fenton
Palmer

U.S. Marines

William H. Fenton Jr.
Monson

U.S. Marines

Daniel Cole
Palmer

U.S. Army

Philip Christensen
Palmer

U.S. Navy

Ronald Ciejka
Ware

U.S. Air Force

 Joseph Drega
Bondsville
U.S. Army

Joseph Domey
Bondsville
U.S. Army

Sidney Clark 
Palmer

U.S. Army

Stephen G. Coache
  Three Rivers 
U.S. Air Force

William Griswold
Palmer

U.S. Army

William D.  Horvath
Palmer

U.S. Navy

Alfred L. Jasnocha Jr.
Palmer

U.S. Marines

Edward Sr. Kowalski
Bondsville
U.S. Army

John W. Hodgdon
West Haven, CT

U.S. Army

Walter J. Hull
Monson

U.S. Navy

Stanley (Sam) Jamrog
Thorndike

Navy

1307 Park St., Palmer • 413-284-2230
 www.DemoresAutomotive.com

A SPECIAL THANK YOU 
from The Demore’s Automotive Family 

FOR YOUR SERVICE

Girly’s GrillGirly’s Grill❤❤ ❤❤ ❤❤

“Get U’re Fill”
SERVING BREAKFAST & LUNCH

OPEN DAILY 6AM-2PM
CLOSED WEDNESDAY
413 ❤ 284 ❤ 0005

1315 Park Street, Palmer
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

Deputy Tax Collectors

137 Main Street  •  PO Box 720
 Ware, MA 01082-0720

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Jeffery & Jeffery Inc.

Thank Your For Your Service
413-967-9941             www.jefferyandjeffery.com

“Our appreciation will never waiver. Thank you for
serving our country and protecting our freedoms.”

Todd M. Smola

State Representative
1st Hampden District

Rep. Toddsmola@hou.state.ma.us

State House, Room 124, Boston, MA 02133
617.722.2100

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

★★★★ ★★
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Raymond Miller
Monson

U.S. Navy

Robert Miller
Monson

U.S. Army

Richard T. Misiaszek
Wilbraham
U.S. Army

Carl A. Pekala
Monson

U.S. Army

Lillian B. Pekala
Monson

U.S. Army

Robert F. Plante
Marlborough
U.S. Air Force

Richard Papillon
Bondsville/Three Rivers

U.S. Navy

Robert Matthews
Palmer

U.S. Army

 Cody McCollum
Monson/Chicopee
U.S. Marine Corps

Frank E. Miller
Monson

U.S. Army

Harry J. Miller
Monson

U.S. Army

Herbert C. Miller
Monson

U.S. Army

George A. Miller
Monson

U.S. Army/U.S. Air Force

William D. McElhiney
Monson

U.S. Army

Saluting Our Local Heroes★
★★

★

Brian  Scott
Palmer

U.S. Navy

Clifford J. Scott
Monson

U.S. Army

Lawrence Zelazo, Jr.
Three Rivers

U.S. Navy

Edward Prosperi 
Palmer

World War II

Anthony (Doc) Prosperi
Palmer

World War II

James D. Royce
Monson

U.S. Air Force

Armand Bertrand
Palmer

U.S. Army

Mike Czech
Bondsville
U.S. Army

Joe Domey
Bondsville
U.S. Army

Ronnie “Pearlie” Gates
Three RiversMonson

Navy

Joe Hunter
Three Rivers

U.S. Army

Mike McCollum
Palmer

Korean War 

Paul Papilion
Bondsville
Vietnam

Ranby Tibbetts
Palmer
Vietnam

Joe Waz
Palmer
Vietnam 

★★★★ ★★

Wayne J. Lagimoniere
Palmer

U.S. Army

Frank Richard Lewicki
Bondsville
U.S. Army

Ronald J. Luszcz
Palmer

U.S. Navy

Bill Martin
Monson

U.S. Marines

 Capt. James W. Longe
Palmer 

U.S. Air Force

Danielle Maslon
Three Rivers
U.S. Air Force

John Maslon
Three Rivers
U.S. Air Force

Palmer
Est. 1919

1475 N. Main St.
413-283-9061

South Hadley
Est. 2002

646 Newton St.
413-533-4400

Belchertown
Est. 1951

10 Maple St.
413-323-6961

www.beersandstory.com

Beers & 
Story

Funeral 
HomesOur Founder

Herbert Story, Jr.
WWII Army Veteran

1921 - 1996

Honoring Our HeroesHonoring Our Heroes

Jules O. Gaudreau
WWII Navy Veteran

1927-2020

NICK’S SPORT SHOP INC.
1029 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413.283.3920

nickssportshop.com • drcfirearmstraining@gmail.com
Mon.-Fri. 10am-6pm; Sat. 10am-5pm; Sun. 10am-2pm

Wide selection of:
Rifles

Handguns
Shotguns

Knives & Tools
Optics
Ammo

Magazines
Gun parts
Holsters

Gear & Accessories
Targets & Stands
Cleaning Supplies

Eye, Ear & 
Body Protection

VETERAN OWNED
Proudly serving the Palmer community since 1945

Sign up for protection 
and training classes

★★

★★

★★

★★

★★

★★

Thank You
Veterans

We Salute All of Our Local Heroes

Journal Register 
The
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Front (left to right) Marge Cavanaugh, Chaplain and Sally Nay, 
Second Vice Commanders. Back (left to right): Theresa Hayden, 
Post 130 Adjunct; Bill Horvath, Commander Post 130; Matt Nay, 
Sergeant of Arms and Mark Avis, Finance Officer.  Missing Carlos 
Huertas, First Vice Commander.

Three Rivers Amvets.

Three Rivers Amvets.

Three Rivers Amvets Ladies Auxiliary.
Members of Purcell Labreque Post 241 of Monson, Mike Mahitka, Darren Evasius, Wayne McLean, 
Glenn Perry, Carl Santos, John Silva and Jerome Tardy.

Saluting Our Local Heroes★
★★

★

THANK YOU 
for your service
Noonan Helps You  

Keep Your Cool
Serving homes in the  

Pioneer Valley since 1890
 Heating | Cooling 

Plumbing | Electrical

Noonan Helps You  
Keep Your Cool

Serving homes in the  
Pioneer Valley since 1890

 Heating | Cooling 
Plumbing | Electrical

Noonan Helps Keep You 
Warm This Winter Season

4.
5x
3.
5

NoonanEnergy.com • 800-343-8829 
Springfield | Amherst | Palmer 

Noonan Helps You  
Keep Your Cool

Serving homes in the  
Pioneer Valley since 1890

 Heating | Cooling 
Plumbing | Electrical

002962_NE-MonsonSummerFestPrintAd.indd   1002962_NE-MonsonSummerFestPrintAd.indd   1 4/15/22   9:09 AM4/15/22   9:09 AM

NoonanEnergy.com
800-343-8829

Springfield | Amherst | Palmer

Veteran Founded 
With a Grateful Appreciation 
To All Who Serve and Still Serve, 

Thank You 
from The J. Stolar Family

on veterans’ tributes.
The ceremony continued 

with student readings and 
performances. Ninth-grader 
Owen Kupiec-Fox read the 
poem On Veterans Day, and 
National Honor Society Pres-
ident Scarlett LaRose fol-
lowed with the reading Thank 
a Veteran and led the presen-
tation of the Missing Man’s 
Table; a symbolic display 
honoring soldiers who never 
returned home.

Each element of the table 
was described in detail: a red 
rose for lost lives, a lemon 
slice for the bitterness of loss, 
salt for the tears of families, 
a Bible for faith, and an emp-
ty chair symbolizing those 
still missing. “All Ameri-
cans should never forget the 
brave men and women who 
answered our nation’s call 
to serve and fought for our 
freedom with honor,” LaRose 
said.

A video message was 
then shared from Captain 
Nick Lamb, Palmer High 
Class of 2012 and Army Na-
tional Guard Operations Offi-
cer currently deployed over-
seas. “Happy Veterans Day 
and thank you for your con-
tinued support,” Lamb said, 
offering a special thanks to 
his wife, Bethany.

The audience then heard 
remarks from state legisla-
tors.

Representative Todd 
Smola, a 30-year Palmer High 
alumnus, praised the school’s 
tradition of honoring veterans 
and reflected on the meaning 
of service. “Today is not just 
a day of remembrance, but 
a day of recognition,” Smo-
la said. “For 250 years, men 
and women have made tre-
mendous sacrifices for this 
country. Every single day you 
live your life, make sure it has 
purpose.”

He urged students to 
look to veterans as examples 
of resilience and dedication. 
“If you are ever struggling in 
your personal life and can’t 
find a role model, you need 
not look further than the men 
and women sitting in front of 
you on this stage,” he said.

State Senator Jake Ol-
iveira echoed Smola’s re-
marks, noting that Palmer 
High is the only school in 
his 12-community district 
to hold a Veterans Day cere-

mony during the school day. 
Oliveira also marked a signif-
icant milestone, the 250th an-
niversary of the United States 
Marine Corps, celebrated on 
November 10.

“Today we celebrate 250 
years of service to this nation,” 
Oliveira said, also recalling his 
grandfather’s service in World 
War II. He spoke about the 
values of equality and free-

dom enshrined in the nation’s 
founding documents and com-
mended Massachusetts for be-
ing a national leader in veteran 
benefits. “We want and strive 
to be the best state in the en-
tire country to be a veteran,” 
he said.

The ceremony’s keynote 
speaker was Chief Warrant 
Officer 4 Vic Musante, a U.S. 
Army veteran and helicopter 
pilot who served in Vietnam 
from 1969 to 1970. Musante 
captivated the audience with 
stories of his military journey: 
from a self-described “C-mi-
nus student” in high school to 
a decorated pilot and later, a 
volunteer who returns to Viet-
nam, Cambodia, and Laos to 
help locate missing U.S. ser-
vicemembers.

“I got shot down three 
times in Vietnam,” Musante 
said. “By fate, luck, or skill, I 
came home. I learned to man-
age my time and apply myself, 
and that made all the differ-
ence.”

Musante now volunteers 
with Tours of Duty, a non-
profit organization dedicated 
to recovering the remains of 

American soldiers still miss-
ing in Southeast Asia. He 
told students that over 1,500 
Americans remain unaccount-
ed for from the Vietnam War 
and more than 81,000 from all 
U.S. wars combined.

“Manage your time, re-
spect your teachers, and learn 
the subjects they’re trying to 
teach you,” Musante urged the 
audience. “Anybody can be 
a knucklehead…so manage 
your time and do a good job.”

The ceremony concluded 
with members of the Nation-
al Honor Society presenting 
carnations to local veterans, 
including Chief Warrant Of-
ficer 4 Vic Musante (Army), 
Christy Kupiak (Coast Guard), 
William Horvath (Navy, Post 
130 Commander), Matthew 
Nay (Air Force), Mark Pachi 
(Army Commander), Sally 
Nang (Army, Past State Com-
mander of the American Le-
gion), William Ernst (Army, 
Purple Heart recipient), and 
several others.

A final acknowledgment 
was given to Jason Anderson 
(Marine Corps) before the 
Palmer High School Band per-
formed “Taps,” followed by a 
ceremonial salute led by the 
color guard and band under 
the direction of Mr. Hubbard.

Principal Susan North 
offered closing remarks, re-
minding the audience to carry 
the spirit of Veterans Day be-
yond the ceremony. “May we 
honor our veterans through 
our actions, our gratitude, and 
our commitment to one anoth-
er,” she said.

As the last notes of “Sa-
lute to Freedom” filled the 
gymnasium, the audience rose 
with a round of applause for 
their veterans, an enduring 
reminder that at Palmer High 
School, honoring service is 
more than a tradition; it is a 
lesson in gratitude that contin-
ues to inspire.

CEREMONY  ❙  from page 1

Student-made posters honoring veterans line the hallways of Palmer High School.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

The Palmer High School Band performs “Taps” in remembrance of fallen service members.
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1944 - 2025 
 
Joan Mar-

garet Smola (née 
Meurisse) passed 
away peaceful-
ly surrounded by 
family. A devot-
ed wife, mother, 
grandmother, great 
grandmother, and 
friend, Joan lived a 
life rooted in faith, generosity, 
and a deep love for nature and 
community. 

Born to James and Al-
ice Meurisse, Joan grew up 
with a strong sense of fami-
ly and faith that shaped her 
lifelong vocation of service. 
She graduated from Monson 
High School in 1961, earned 
her teaching degree from Em-
erson College in 1965, and 
later received her Master’s in 
Religious Studies from Saint 
Joseph College in 1990.

In 1966, Joan married 
the love of her life, Edward 
Smola, and together they 
built a life filled with warmth, 
faith, and purpose in Hadley, 
Massachusetts. Her passions 

for flower and veg-
etable gardening, 
attracting birds to 
her feeders, and 
beloved pets were 
matched only by 
her joy in baking for 
friends and family.

 Professionally, 
Joan dedicated her 
career to religious 
education and spiri-

tual formation. She served as 
the Religious Education Coor-
dinator at Holy Rosary Parish, 
later becoming a Professional 
Director of Adult Religious 
Education for the Diocese of 
Springfield, Diocseon Consul-
tant and Director of the RCIA 
(Rights of Christian Initiation 
for Adults) program. Joan 
provided guidance to diocesan 
leaders, bishops, and directors 
through the implementation 
of RCIA and was a respected 
leader in the National Adviso-
ry Committee on Adult Reli-
gious Education. She wrote 
numerous educational materi-
als and articles that influenced 
Catholic educators locally and 
nationally.

  In her parish life at 
Most Holy Redeemer Catho-
lic Church (and previously at 
Holy Rosary Parish), Joan de-
veloped the first lay-provided 
catechism curriculum, served 
on the Pastoral Council, and 
managed both the weekly 
Food Pantry and the coordi-
nation of Readers and Eucha-
ristic Ministers-ministries she 
herself regularly served with 
devotion.

  Joan is survived by her 
loving husband of 59 years 
Edward Smola of Hadley; 
daughters Susan Smola of 
Hadley, Anne Marie Daigle 
(husband Daniel) of Somers, 
CT, and Catherine Pienkos 
(husband Robert) of Monson, 
MA; grandchildren Helena 
Capell (husband Austin) of 
Peterborough, Canada, Jack-
son and Broderick Rheault 
of Somers, CT, Mary Pienkos 
of Springfield, MA, and Rose 
Pienkos of Monson, MA; 
and her great-granddaughter 
Hadley Anne Capell of Peter-
borough, Canada. She is also 
survived by her brother James 
Meurisse of New Hampshire, 

as well as a niece and several 
nephews.

 She was predeceased by 
her beloved son James Smola 
of Hadley, and brothers Wal-
ter, Robert, David, and Mi-
chael Meurisse.

In the final chapter of her 
professional life, Joan joined 
her husband in managing the 
fiscal operations of his den-
tal practice-a partnership that 
reflected their lifelong team-
work and shared commitment 
to caring for others.

Joan’s life was a testa-
ment to faith in action-nurtur-
ing others through her teach-
ing, her kindness, and her 
tireless devotion to her church 
and family. Her legacy will 
live on in the hearts of those 
she taught, served, and loved.

Donations in honor of 
Joan can be made the Holy 
Rosary Cemetery Fund or 
Mass General Cancer Center 
at Cooley Dickinson Hospital 
(PO Box 329, Northampton, 
MA 01061-0329).

Please go to Czelusniak-
funeralhome.com for online 
condolences and tribute book.

Joan Margaret (Meurisse) Smola
Obituaries

DEATH NOTICES
Joan Margaret 
(Meurisse) Smola
Czelusniak Funeral Home

Tracey (Robert) Theodore
Services Nov. 14, 2025
Beers & Story Funeral Home
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G.E. 27 CU. FT.
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

Tracey (Rob-
ert) Theodore of 
Palmer, passed 
away peacefully at 
home after a long 
illness. She was 
65. She grew up in 
Monson, MA, and 
attended Monson 
schools. She was a 
graduate of Path-
finder Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School.

Tracey was predeceased 
by her parents, John Robert, 
and Patricia (Moriarty) Rob-
ert, her brother, John Robert, 
Jr., sister, Donna Gravelin, 
and mother-in-law, Doris 
Theodore.

Tracey loved feeding 

birds her birds and 
spending time with 
her family. She 
loved most of all, 
being with the love 
of her life, Barry. 
She was an avid 
fan of rock and roll 
from a young age. 
She had a love for 
flowers, especial-
ly white lilies and 

daffodils.
Tracey had worked for 

Monson Developmental Cen-
ter and had enjoyed being 
a caretaker for many years. 
She also was a teacher’s aide 
in the Monson and Palmer 
schools. Tracey was known 
to be very kindhearted and 
could light up a room with 

her personality.
She is survived by her 

husband, Barry; his children, 
Kristie Kramer (Richie), Bar-
ry G. Theodore, Heather The-
odore (Jared); her sisters, Jac-
ki Santucci and Nancy Plant 
(Ken Hamel); and her broth-
er, Mike Robert (Karen). She 
also leaves behind many niec-
es and nephews.

Calling hours will be 
from 4 to 7 p.m. on Friday, 
Nov. 14, 2025, at Beers and 
Story Funeral Home in Palm-
er, MA. There will be a pri-
vate service for the family in 
the future.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to St. 
Jude’s Children’s Research 
Hospital.

Tracey (Robert) Theodore

PHONE
413.283.8393

Fax: 413.283.7107
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Dan Flynn

dflynn@turley.com

Staff Writer
Abigail McCoy

amccoy@turley.com

Subscriptions
www.turley.com

$35 per year pre-paid
($40 out of state)

Newsstand: $1.00 per copy

WEB
www.journalregister.turley.com

        @ The Journal Register

The Journal Register is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. •  www.turley.com

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

because of her father’s service 
in the U.S. Air Force. “For me, 
Veterans Day is very personal 
because my dad is a veteran,” 
she said. “It reminds me that 
real heroes don’t always wear 
capes…sometimes they wear 
uniforms.” She added, “Even 
if I don’t know every veter-
an personally, I want them to 
know that kids like me appre-
ciate their sacrifice. So today, 
I want to say thank you to all 
veterans, and especially to my 
dad. Thank you for your brav-
ery, your service, and your 
love for our country.”

Following their speeches, 
the Granite Valley Chorus per-
formed “America the Beau-
tiful,” filling the gymnasium 
with music and earning warm 
applause from guests and stu-
dents alike.

Sixth graders Emily Os-
trander and Robert Esposito 
then took the podium to share 
their thoughts. Ostrander ex-
plained the origins of Veterans 
Day, which began as Armistice 
Day in 1918 to mark the end of 
World War I. “Later, the hol-
iday was changed to Veterans 
Day so that we could honor all 
veterans,” she said. “Veterans 
don’t just fight in wars…they 
train, help in emergencies, 
bring supplies, and support 
peace efforts around the world. 
They show courage, commit-
ment, and a strong love for our 
country.”

Ostrander spoke about 
her brother, Quintin Ostrander, 
who served in the Army, and 
emphasized the importance of 
gratitude. “We thank veterans 
for their service, their sacri-
fices, and their dedication,” 
she said. “We can show our 
appreciation in many ways, 
like standing during the na-
tional anthem, writing thank-
you cards, or simply saying, 
‘Thank you for your service.’ 
We will never forget your ser-
vice.”

Esposito dedicated his 
remarks to his grandfather, 
Douglas Frantz, who served 
in the U.S. Army from 1974 to 
1977. “If it weren’t for these 
great-hearted veterans, we as a 
society would have little to no 

rights,” he said. “Because of 
them, we can live in a peaceful 
nation where we’re allowed 
to have freedom to speak our 
opinions, be educated, and live 
under a stable justice system. 
The simplest and most sincere 
way to respect veterans is to 
thank them for their service.”

After the student speech-
es, each veteran in attendance 
was introduced by name. As 
the students announced each 
guest, the veterans stood to 
applause from the audience, 
creating a powerful and emo-
tional moment of recognition 
and gratitude.

Superintendent Paul Fos-
ter delivered closing remarks, 
expressing both pride and 
deep appreciation. “My heart 
is full,” he said. “I am so proud 
and humbled to be superin-
tendent of Monson Public 
Schools and honored to be part 
of this opportunity to celebrate 
you, our veterans.” Foster 
praised the students for their 
thoughtful presentations and 
shared his own family connec-
tion to military service, recall-
ing his grandfather’s time in 
the Navy during World War II.

“You remind us of the 
values that we teach in our 
classrooms: justice, equality, 
service,” he said. “Those val-
ues are lived out most pow-
erfully by the people who are 
willing to defend them. Never 
in the field of human conflict 
was so much owed by so many 
to so few. We echo that senti-
ment today…you are the few, 
and we are deeply and humbly 
grateful.”

The ceremony concluded 
with a performance of “I’m 
Proud to Be an American” 
by the Granite Valley Chorus 
with the audience encouraged 
to join in for the chorus. Fol-
lowing the assembly, refresh-
ments for veterans were gen-
erously provided by Dunkin’ 
Donuts of Monson.

As the students returned 
to their classrooms, the mes-
sage of the morning lingered: 
that Veterans Day is not just a 
date on the calendar, but a time 
to remember, to thank, and to 
honor those whose service en-
sures the freedoms Americans 
enjoy every day.

GRANITE  ❙  from page 1

ter seeing this in the paper, 
I will raise both my girls to 
respect our Flag, to stand for 
our National Anthem with 
their right hands on their 
hearts, and I will teach them 
the cost of freedom-when it 
is age-appropriate.

As my Dad’s fore-
arm tattoo says, “For those 
who’ve fought for it, life has 
a flavor the protected will 
never know.” 

We are the protected. 
And may Veterans Day serve 
as a reminder to thank a Vet-
eran for their service. To 
welcome combat Vets home 
(because not all experienced 

the welcome they deserved 
upon returning), and to shake 
their hands.

Everyone has the right 
to air their own opinion, 
political grievances, and so 
many other things as a direct 
result of the freedom that our 
combat Veterans fought for. I 
will never forget that. And it 
is my Dad who, inadvertent-

ly or not, taught me that.
I am proud to be the 

daughter of a Veteran. And 
I would like to thank all of 
our Veterans for their service 
and willingness to fight to 
keep us free. Happy Veterans 
Day.

Respectfully,
Dené Sarrette 

Ackerman

FATHER  ❙  from page 4
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PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the provi-

sions of Chapter 40A, Section 
11, M.G.L. the Palmer Planning 
Board will hold a public hearing 
on Monday, November 24th, 
2025 at 7:15 PM in the Town 
Administration Building, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA.

To consider amending the 
Town of Palmer Zoning Ordi-
nance, Chapter 171, by revising 
§171-5, Definitions, to include 
a definition for Battery Energy 
Storage Facilities and by en-
acting a temporary, six-month 
moratorium on the permitting of 
Battery Energy Storage Facili-
ties by inserting a new section 
§171-127 entitled “Temporary 
Moratorium on Battery Energy 
Storage Facilities”. The purpose 
of this moratorium is to allow the 
Town sufficient time to engage 
in a planning process to address 
impacts of standalone battery en-
ergy storage systems and safety 
implications; including without 
limitation the standards for the 
placement, design, and construc-
tion of such systems; compatibil-
ity with adjacent residential uses; 
impacts on scenic, natural and 
historic resources; loss of wild-
life habitat, forest and agricul-
tural lands; visual impacts to the 
rural landscape; evaluation of the 
method of financial assurance for 
the eventual decommissioning of 
such installations and; to address 
the effects of such use for the 
welfare of residents, present and 
future, so as to enact ordinanc-
es in a manner consistent with 
sound land use planning goals 
and objectives.

A copy of the zoning amend-
ment may be inspected at the 
Planning Department office in 
the Town Hall from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard 
on the application can contact 
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time 
and place designated above.

This notice is also posted 
on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s 
(MNPA) website (http://mass
publicnotices.org)

Norman Czech, Chairman 
11/06, 11/13/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P2262EA
Estate of: 

Mona May Gibbs
Also known as:
Mona M Gibbs 

Date of Death: 09/18/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Kenneth N Gibbs, 
Jr. of Palmer, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Kenneth N Gibbs, Jr. of Palm-
er, MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 11/26/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: October 29, 2025 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

11/13/2025

PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the provi-

sions of Chapter 40A, Section 
11, M.G.L. the Palmer Planning 
Board will hold a public hearing 
on Monday, November 24th, 
2025 at 7:00 PM in the Town 
Administration Building, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA.

The applicant, JT Brown 
Nominee Trust, is seeking a Spe-
cial Permit and Site Plan Approv-
al as required by section 171.73 
of the Palmer Zoning Ordinance 
to remove earth materials from 
the property located off Ware 
Street, also known as Assessor’s 
Map 37 Lot 15.  

 A copy of the application 
may be inspected at the Planning 
Department office in the Town 
Administration Building Mon-
day through Thursday 8:30am-
4:30pm. 

 Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard 
on the application can contact 
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time 
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s 
(MNPA) website (http://mass
publicnotices.org).

Norman Czech, Chairman
11/06, 11/13/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provisions 

of MA. Gen. Laws, Chap. 255, 
Sec. 39A, the following vehicles 
will be sold at public auction for 
towing and storage charges due: 
MERCEDES VIN:55SWF4K-
BXHU20026Y Raymond Ra-
motar 8744 Wellington View DR 
West Palm Beach, FL; BMW 
VIN:5UXFE435X9L261009 
Rosaridpa Fell 111 Mimosa DR 
Cherry Hill, NJ; JEEP VIN:-
1J4GW48S62C137014 Dillon 
Sezerns 130 School ST War-
ren, MA; HONDA VIN:2H-
KRM4HSXEH716059 Julie 
Gromosky 2268 Palmer, RD 
Three Rivers, MA; FORD 
VIN:1FAHP35N79W156895 
Mark Bamford 2042 Main ST 
Apt 4 Three Rivers, MA; BMW 
VIN:WBA5B3C59ED537133 
Devon Hawk 17 Old Thompson 
ST Palmer, MA; FORD VIN:-
3FA6POH79FR301257 Joush-
ua Crenshaw 217 Pasco RD 
Indian Orchard, MA; EV Bike 
Charlie Ricko 401 Liberty ST 
Springfield, MA; FORD VIN:-
3FA6POHR4DR109615 Trac-
ey Henderson 1262 S. Main ST 
Palmer, MA. This auction is to 
take place on December 1, 2025 
@ 10:00 A.M. @ LaBonte & 
Son, 241 Wilbraham St., Palmer, 
MA. 01069.  
11/13, 11/20, 11/27/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD25P2297EA
Estate of: 

Richard G McAvoy
Date of Death: 9-1-2025
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the 
above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Dianne J McA-
voy of Palmer, MA 

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate. 

 Dianne J McAvoy of Palmer, 
MA has been informally appoint-
ed as the Personal Representative 
of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
11/13/2025

Town of Palmer
Notice of Public Hearing 
National Grid/Verizon

December 1, 2025 6:00 PM
In accordance with the provi-

sions of Section 22 Chapter 16 of 
the Massachusetts General Laws, 
you are hereby notified that a 
public hearing will be held at 
the Palmer Town Administration 
Building 4417 Main St. Palmer, 
MA  on the 1st day of December 

2025 at 6:00 PM. On the petition 
of National Grid/Verizon -Bridge 
St-National Grid to install 1 JO 
Pole on Bridge St. beginning at 
a point approximately 38’ feet 
south of the centerline of the 
intersection of Chudy St. Install 
Pole #10-84 approximately 28’ 
south of the centerline of Chudy 
St. Also, for permission to lay 
and maintain underground later-
al, cables, and wires in the above 
or intersecting public ways for 
the purpose of making connec-
tions with such poles and build-
ings as each of said petitioners 
may desire for distributing pur-
poses.

Brad Brothers, Town Manager
11/13/2025

Town of Monson 
 Zoning Board of Appeals

LEGAL NOTICE
In accordance with Chapter 

40A M.G. L. §.11, the Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals will 
hold a Public Hearing Thursday,  
November 20th, 2025 at 7:00 
P.M. in the Select Board meeting 
room at the Town Administration 
Building, 110 Main Street on the 
application of Equestrian Hills 
Estates, LLC, Stafford Road, 
Monson, MA for a special per-
mit as provided by §6.6 Earth 
Removal of the Monson Zoning 
Bylaws to conduct an Earth Re-
moval operation. The property 
is zoned Rural Residential and 
located on Stafford Road, Map 
101, Parcel 007. A copy of the 
application is on file in the Office 
of the Town Clerk, Zoning Board 
of Appeals and is available for 
viewing during regular office 
hours.

Ronald Fussell, Chairman
11/06, 11/13/2025

Public notices

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of THANKSGIVING

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

There will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE
Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Nov. 20, 1 p.m.

We Are Growing – So we are HIRING!
Come Join Our Team – Your Career Is HERE!

Job Title: Direct Support Professional

Location: Three Rivers (Palmer)

Hours:  35 hours/week – Monday – Friday 8:30am – 3:30pm, no 
weekends, no overtime

Job requirements: Ability to lift 25 lbs. comfortably, valid driver’s 
license, high school diploma or equivalent (preferred)

Job Summary: Provide training and support to individuals with 
Intellectual and Developmental disabilities and Autism to promote 
successful outcomes while engaging in purposeful activities.  
The ideal candidate will be a positive role model with good 
communication skills who can work alone and as a team.

Salary: $21.00/hour

Benefits: We offer generous Paid Time Off, including 11 paid 
holidays and paid Snow days.  We pay 70% of Health and Dental 
insurance.  You are 100% vested with your contributions to 401K 
with up to a 4% match after 1 year.  We offer Vision, LTD, $25,000 
Life Insurance Policy, EAP and MORE!

Apply online:  www.sunshine.us/joinourteam

EOE/Sunshine Village is a GREAT place to work!

TOWN OF PALMER
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

The Town of Palmer DPW is seeking 
CONTRACTORS FOR SNOW REMOVAL 

for the upcoming winter season. 
Rates have increased for Fiscal Year 2026.

 If interested, contracts are available 
on the town website: townofpalmer.com 

or at the DPW office. 
Completed contracts with a copy of the 

necessary insurance forms can be delivered 
to the DPW office located at 

1015 Bridge St., Palmer. 
Please call our office at (413) 283-2615, 
M-F, 7 am - 3:30 pm, with any questions.

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Should you get screened?
The American Medical 

Association is hopeful that 
making it easier for patients 
to get two A1C screenings a 
year will lead to earlier di-
agnosis of pre-diabetes and 
prevention of full-blown dia-
betes. Some of the symptoms 
of diabetes can be so sub-
tle you may not even notice 
them, so if you have a family 
history of Type 2 diabetes, 
ask your doctor about getting 
screened.

Also let your primary 
care provider know if you’re 
experiencing any of these 
symptoms:

• Extreme thirst and/or 
hunger

• More frequent urina-
tion

• More fatigue
• Slow-healing sores
• Blurry vision
 

A special offer from the 
American Red Cross
This November in hon-

or of Diabetes Awareness 
Month and its theme – “Tak-
ing Action to Prevent Dia-
betes-Related Health Prob-
lems” – the American Red 
Cross is offering free A1C 
screenings to all blood do-
nors who haven’t received 
the test in the past 12 months. 
It has found that about one in 

every five donors has an A1C 
in the pre-diabetic or diabetic 
range.

To receive your free 
A1C result, make a success-
ful blood, platelet or plasma 
donation and ensure you ha-
ven’t received an A1C test 
through the Red Cross in 
the past 12 months. Results 
will appear within one to 
two weeks in the Red Cross 
Blood Donor App or at Red-
CrossBlood.org. If your A1C 
is elevated, follow up with 
your health care provider.

Diabetes is recognized 
as a global public health ep-
idemic, with the number of 
cases more than quadrupling 
since 1990. Cases in the U.S. 

HEALTH  ❙  from page 5

are expected to surge more 
than 50% by 2030. More 
worrisome is that, according 
to 2021 estimates from Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention, 8.7 million adults 
met the criteria for diabetes 
but were unaware of it.

Awareness is the first 
step toward controlling blood 
sugar and perhaps preventing 
diabetes. Your A1C can point 
the way.

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, is a registered nurse 
and board-certified patient 
advocate and founder of 
www.NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com, which trains 
medical professionals to be-
come successful private pa-
tient advocates.   Teri offers 
a free phone consultation to 
Turley Newspaper readers as 
well as to nurses interested in 
becoming advocates.   Reach 
her at Teri@NurseAdvoca-
teEntrepreneur.com.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393
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CARHARTT H.D. TRUCK COVER. 
Excellent condition, used less than 6 times. 
Fits half ton, extended cab, new $500, ask-
ing $400. 413-896-6857.

FIREWOOD
DRYFIREWOOD Oak/maple, cu/split/de-
livered, $300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more. 
Edwin Wroblewski Logging, 413-824-
0731. 

Buying standing timber, 
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 

New England Forest Products
 (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SWIFT RIVER SUPPLY 

We buy guns. 
Federal and state licensed. 

413-658-5690.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-8868.

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682.

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
INTERIOR PAINTING - only $249.00 
for average 12x16 room. Free estimates, 
fast, dependable service. 
Call (508)867-2550.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT 
DIESEL MECHANIC

In charge of daily repairs & maintenance 
on trucks as well as keeping equipment 
records/ordering parts. Health insurance/
vacation. Mon-Fri. Come & meet with us!  

RB Enterprises 
Ludlow, MA

413-583-8393

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

FOR RENT
WARE:  2BR, 2nd Fl. Walk-up, Walk to 
BigY/McD, W/D, Off-street Parking, Utilities 
Not Incl., 1st/Last/Security, Avail +- Dec. 1, 
$1,100/mo. 508-277-6044.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very 
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental 
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised here-
in is subject to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation, or discrimina-
tion because of race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, or national origin, 
or intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

LOST DOG:
 Yellow Corgi mix, 23 pounds, an-
swers to Sadie,13 years old, shy with 
a big bark, pointy ears, wart on nose. 
Last seen 11/1 vicinity of Sunrise 
Ave., Barre.

Call 978-340-2450.

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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The door says a lot about a home.
Let us help you find inspiration.

Nothing defines a home’s aesthetic like the front door; it sets 
the mood for your entire home and calls for inspired design 
with superior quality.

Whether your style is casual, traditional, or modern, our door 
collections are expertly curated, drawing inspiration from the 
latest trends to bring your home design vision to life.

413-485-7335  •  WindowWorldOfWesternMA.com  •  Belchertown  •  Westfield  •  Adams

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.

NO SUBCONTRACTORS.


