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PALMER – With the holiday 
season in full swing, festive lights 
and decorative outside ornaments 
have made their way onto many 
lawns and communal areas. 

Light Up Palmer, an orga-
nization dedicated to spreading 
holiday cheer and decorating 

Palmer’s downtown, was joined 
by volunteers in their efforts to 
prepare for a holiday season kick-
off. 

Residents, local businesses 
and Palmer High School students 
volunteered their time to help the 
organization hang lights in Depot 

Park. 
Organization lead Chris 

Smith thanked “the Light Up 
Palmer volunteers and also the 
Palmer High School students who 
gave up their day to help make the 

Turley Photos by Deanna Sloat

Palmer High School student volunteers Zack Andre, Braundin Martel and Sophia Braskie share a photo in 
Depot Park as they aid Light Up Palmer in holiday decorating efforts. 

spreads holiday cheer
Light Up Palmer

By Dallas Gagnon 
Correspondent 

dgagnon@turley.com

MONSON – To help bring a 
little piece of home to those leaving 
an empty seat at the table, family, 
friends and community members 
gathered to stuff boxes with good-
ies, toiletries and gift cards for mili-
tary men and women in the midst of 
the holiday season. 

The Monson Military Care 
Package Drive hosted the organiza-
tion’s ninth annual packing event, 
on Sunday, Nov. 19. 

This year, the organization 
raised over $7,000 in donations to 
mail out special holiday packages; 
each package containing a $200 
Visa gift card, a $50 Amazon gift 
card courtesy of the Monson Food 
Truck Festival, sweet treats and per-
sonal care items. 

“When we started this nine 
years ago, it was because people 
said we needed to do something 
more for our people serving,” said 
MMCPD Chair Karen King. 

She said her father was a World 
War II veteran and had shared sto-
ries of citizens sharing candy with 
troops as an act of appreciation. 

“My parents were very in-
volved with offering service to oth-

ers,” said King. “It’s something they 
passed onto us.”

She said when she saw a need 
for more communal support of local 
servicemen and women, she natu-
rally wanted to help and recalled her 
father’s candy story. 

Since starting the committee, 
over 32 Monson service members 
have been recognized by the organi-
zation and will receive care packag-
es from their family.

All supplies sent to servicemen 
and women are donated by commu-
nity members and local businesses.

The annual event featured 
words of wisdom from veterans, 
volunteers and state representatives 
sharing their beliefs about the com-
mittee’s efforts and the cause.

Wilbraham Veteran Services 
Director Jered Sasen, a U.S Navy 
veteran, said he has been on the re-
ceiving end of a military care pack-
age. 

“I’ve missed Christmases, 
birthdays (and) anniversaries,” said 
Sasen. “There are some real hard 
times…you (ask yourself) what is 
all this for? Then you get one of 
these…It reminds you of why you 
are doing what you are doing.”

American Legion Post 241 

Giving back to those 
who give their all

COMMUNITY
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Girl Scout co-leader Tara Parker and Girl Scout Noella Parker help box care 
packages for families who were unable to attend the event. 

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – The 
Quaboag Hills Chamber of Com-
merce welcomed incoming Board 
of Directors Chairperson Josh 
Ruggiero of Smith Brothers Insur-
ance during its annual meeting and 
dinner held at Salem Cross Inn.

On Nov. 9, outgoing Chair-
person Lena Buteau of Monson 
Savings Bank spoke about the 
changes the Chamber has seen in 

the past few years, and where it 
stands now.

“We’ve come such a long way 
this year,” Buteau said. “From 
2020 to 2022 we were driven to 
survive. In 2023 we were driven to 
thrive.”

Buteau credited the Cham-
ber’s newest Chief Executive Offi-
cer, Robert Lavoie, with strength-
ening ties with businesses in the 
region, as shown by the dinner’s 

Ruggeiro takes place as 
new Board chairperson

QUABOAG CHAMBER
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U.S. Marine Corps. Cpl. Dakota Butler, resident Dot Jenkins, U.S. Marine Corps. Sgt. Leroy 
Mateaki, Diana Wysocki and TJ’sTavern owner Deb Lawrence were all at the event.

Annual cook-off 
and toy round-up

By Dallas Gagnon
Correspondent

dgagnon@turley.com

MONSON – Many locals participated in an afternoon 
filled with toys, soup and baked goods at the annual soup 
cook-off on Saturday, Nov. 18, at TJ’s Tavern.

The event offered participants an opportunity to warm 
up with a cup of soup while supporting Toys for Tots, Hugs 
for Monson and the business’ annual children’s Christmas 
party. 

While the Toys for Tots donations allowed for locals 
to spread holiday cheer to children within and beyond the 
community, monetary donations and funds raised from the 
soup cook-off and bake sale allowed participants to sup-
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Council 
appoints 
Interim 
Town 
Manager

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Town Council held 
interviews for the interim town 
manager last week, and ultimately 
appointed Charlie Blanchard, who 
previously served as both Palmer’s 
town manager for a number of years 
and as its interim town manager in 
2011.

Each candidate was inter-
viewed for approximately 30 min-
utes, and the same questions were 
asked of each of them.

The first interview was with 
Blanchard, who has actually served 
as interim town Manager before, 
back in 2011. He has since served 
as town manager for Williamstown, 
a role he took over shortly after the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and more re-
cently has served for six months in 
Southbridge in the same role.

“I think the role is really to 
just keep the town on track, to keep 
things moving,” Blanchard said. 
“And really provide a good level of 
support for the department head and 
the employees.”

“The interim town manager is 
the town manager, only for a shorter 
period of time,” Blanchard said. But 
really you’re doing the same work. 
You have to have the same relation-
ships, the same concern about mak-
ing sure that the direction and the 
goals of the Town Council are being 
carried out.”

In the interest of keeping the 
town moving towards the council’s 
goals, Blanchard said that he did 
some preliminary work.

“Once I realized I was a final-
ist,” Blanchard said, “I took out the 
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By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – Clemson Uni-
versity recently announced the 
addition of five student-athletes 
on National Signing Day, includ-
ing the high school’s own Kendall 
Bodak.

A small assembly was held 
in the school gym to celebrate 

Bodak’s signing, with her friends, 
parents and faculty who have 
helped her on her journey. Bodak 
said that she is excited about the 
opportunity, and hasn’t chosen a 
major yet.

“She embodies everything 
that you would hold a high-level 
student,” said Eric Degnan, Bo-
dak’s soccer coach. “She’s a fan-
tastic student here in the building; 
she’s an incredible talent on the 
soccer field.”

Degnan has been coaching 
Bodak since she joined the soc-

Clemson University 
signs Kendall Bodak on 
National Signing Day

Photos by Marcelo Gusmão

Kendall Bodak (center) celebrates being signed by Clemson University.
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Corrections
The Journal Register will 

gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections 
or clarifications will always ap-
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request 
a correction, send information to 
Editor at mharrison@turley.com, 
or call 283-8393, extension 236. 
Corrections may also be request-
ed in writing at:  Journal Register, 
Attn: Editor 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA, 01069.

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

413-636-5819

ROBIN 
DANE

Cutting and 
Styling

1005 Central St., Palmer, MA

Color & Cut $72 
in a quiet and private atmosphere

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9022

We will be Collecting 
Toy Donations starting Nov. 1st,

Stop By to Drop Off Your Donation 
Tues.- Fri. 9am-8pm & Sat. 8am-3pm

Receive a Coupon for 10% Off Any Service 
or a Retail Product with Any Toy Donation

2166 Main Street 
Three Rivers

www.hairexpressions.org

Accepting New Unwrapped Toys for 
Children aged Newborn to 17 years!

NEED EXTRA CA$H FOR THE HOLIDAYS?

WE BUYWE BUY  GoldGold

704 MEMORIAL DRIVE, CHICOPEE, MA • 413-377-1433
www.hannoushma.com

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

Present This Coupon for

 10% more 
on your unwanted gold.

Expires 12/31/23

The Lost Arts LLC
954 MAIN STREET, WARREN

Lynn Krantz 413-883-3692
Emily Jasmin 413-544-4011

www.thelostartsma.com
Hours: Wed.-Fri. 11-6, Sat. & Sun. 10-6

Monson Arts Council 44th Annual Holiday Craft Fair
Sat. Nov. 25th 9 am - 4 pm   ★   Sun. Nov 26th - 11:30 am - 4 pm

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re-
quested to check 
their advertise-
ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected inser-
tion, nor will be li-
able for any error 
in an advertise-
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver-
tisement.

Correction

Scouting for food 
collects again this year

PALMER — Every year Pack 164 participates in 
the Boy Scouts of Americas Scouting for Food.   All 
food items collected by the pack goes to Palmer Food 
Share.  Pack 164 is chartered by Second Congregational 
Church.

Monque Shipman, Pack 164 Committee Chair, packs 
food received at the food drive. 

Submitted photos

Food items collected by Pack 164 will go to Palmer Food 
Share.

Frank Richard Lewicki
Bondsville
U.S. Army

Vietnam War

Adams Hometown Market helps give the gift of food

MONSON – In light of “the 
giving season,” shoppers donated 
filled bags of food to a local Open 
Food Pantry during Adams Home-
town Market annual food drive, 
Sat. Nov. 18. 

The Monson fire and police 
departments showed their support 
by volunteering their time to col-
lect donations and spread holiday 
cheer with festive Thanksgiving 
headbands. 

Residents could be seen car-
rying several bags to help others 
put more than food on the table to 
provide a Thanksgiving feast with 
memories to last a lifetime. 

Monson Fire Department Capt. Lisa Hamill was joined by Mason Savage, Firefighter 
Jake Haley, Police Officer Paul Mayo and Firefighter Dwight Gregoire in supporting 
Adams Hometown Market’s effort to collect donations for the Open Food Pantry. 

Turley photos by Dallas Gagnon

Residents Karen and Keith Valley generously donate food items to the Open Food 
Pantry. 

Lori Henrickson holds a brown paper bag filled with 
food donations in support of the cause. 

Carriages are stuffed with countless bags donated by 
shoppers. Bags were sold in shares worth $5, $10, $15 
or $20. 

Prepacked bags consisted of Thanksgiving meal 
ingredients as well as every day meal items for the 
Open Food Pantry.

REGIONAL — The holiday season 
is almost here, and it is a time when home 
cooking activities are at their peak. Unfor-
tunately, all this cooking leads to a related 
peak in cooking fires, says Donny McK-
endall of SERVPRO of South Worcester. 
Cooking fires are responsible for nearly 
half  of all home fires, according to the 
National Fire Protection Association.

“To help keep your holidays 
from, literally, going up in smoke, it’s 

critical to know and use safe cook-
ing practices,” says McKendall. 
According to the NFPA, Thanksgiving 
is the leading day of the year for home 
cooking fires, with more than three times 
the daily average for such incidents. The 
NFPA urges home cooks to take some ba-
sic safety steps to help prevent cooking 
fires. Keep your cooking area clean and 
keep anything that can burn (dish tow-
els, oven mitts, packaging) at least three 

feet away from cooking equipment. Keep 
a close eye on what’s cooking, setting a 
timer to help you monitor foods with 
longer cooking times. Keep in mind that 
the leading contributing factor to cooking 
fires and to fire deaths overall is unattend-
ed cooking, so plan to be at home and 
in or near the kitchen at all times when 
cooking.

“For those who use a turkey fryer 
to cook their Thanksgiving bird,” says 

McKendall, “it’s important to note that 
more than two-thirds of home cooking 
fires begin with the ignition of cooking 
materials, including food, fat, and grease. 
The NFPA strongly discourages the use 
of these fryers. They use large amounts 
of oil at high temperatures, which can 
lead to the type of fire seen here. If 
you do use one, follow all placement, 
use, and safety instructions carefully.” 
 

Be safe cooking this holiday
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

DEADLINE
The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at 
mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413-283-
8393 by noon on Mondays.
We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

& Sunglass Shop

50% OFF
Frames & 

Sunglasses
CLEARANCE SALE!
142 N. Main Street, Belchertown

323-1196 • belchertowneyecare.com

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

SCHOOL VAN DRIVERS
Monson - Palmer - Barre - Brookfield

 $19.50/hr. 
WE WILL TRAIN & LICENSE YOU  

Paid sick time, Paid FMLA, 
Paid holidays.

Work the school schedule, 
split shifts. 

JP MCCARTHY BUS
email jobs@mccarthybus.com

text or call 774-200-6762

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTOBODY CENTER

www.nescoautobody.com

• All vehicles are sanitized before 
 and after repairs

• Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available 
• Collision Specialists

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

We Handle ALL Insurance Claims
Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines

RS #1688

283-640391 State St.,Bondsville, MA

PUBLISHES FEBRUARY 29, 2023

Attention all 
businesses 
in Palmer,
Monson, 

Brimfield, 
Holland
& Wales

EDITION

We’re promoting the history of local 
businesses in our

to be published in the
Journal Register

All local businesses are invited to showcase 
themselves to our readers – ads will run in order 

from the oldest to most recently established.

CALL DAN FLYNN
OFFICE 413.967.3505
CELL 413.297.5886

AD DEADLINE:  

FEBRUARY 7, 2023

Whether its been 100 years,
50 years or just 5 years,

your business is a vital part
of our community.

Don’t miss out on this special issue.

★ AD CHOICES ★

3”x 3” ad  $75  
3”x 5” ad  $110
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Quest for HistoryCorrection
In a brief about Dor-

othy P. Jenkins, retired 
Monson town collector, 
who has had her desig-
nation as Certified Mas-
sachusetts Municipal 
Collector renewed for an 
additional period of five 
years, the Journal Regis-
ter incorrectly spelled her 
name. The paper regrets 
the error.

Interactive 
Christmas 
program Dec. 3

MONSON— The program “Victorian Christ-
mas Traditions” featuring actress Anne Barrett as 
“Victoria Yule” will be presented at the Keep Home-
stead Museum on Sunday, Dec. 3.

Victoria will welcome you into her 1865 parlor 
where she will share the history of many Christmas 
traditions passed down to her. She will read Dick-
ens, display toys and handmade gifts that the family 
will exchange around the tree and sing songs of the 
season. 

Anne Barrett is an actress, historian, and reenac-
tor specializing in portraying women in history. Her 
characters come to life with costumes and settings 
that transport the audience back in time.

This creative and engaging performance starts 
at 1:30 p.m. in the decorated house and is open to 
the public free of charge although donations are wel-
come. The museum is open from 1 – 3:30 p.m., and 
information about the museum can be found at www.
keephomesteadmuseum.org.

In a unanimous vote by 
the Commonwealth’s district 
attorneys, Hampden District 
Attorney Anthony D. Gulluni 
has been elected as the presi-
dent of the Massachusetts Dis-
trict Attorneys Association. 

This is the second time 
Gulluni has been elected presi-
dent of the association, the first 
coming in November of 2019. 
He has been serving as vice 
president for the past year, and 
will now serve as president for 
the next year. 

MDAA is an independent state 
agency whose mission is to support the 
eleven elected Massachusetts District 
Attorneys, their staff, including approx-
imately 785 prosecutors and 260 vic-
tim witness advocates, while promoting 
public safety practices and policies on a 
state-wide basis.

Gulluni stated in a press release, “I 
am honored by the trust of my fellow 
district attorneys in electing me as pres-
ident of our association. I am enthusias-
tic about representing my colleagues on 
matters affecting public safety through-
out the Commonwealth and advancing 

our shared commitment to jus-
tice, fairness, and integrity.”

 First elected in 2015, 
Gulluni is currently serving his 
third term in office. 

He currently sits on the 
Massachusetts Victim and Wit-
ness Assistance Board, which 
is the governing body of the 
Massachusetts Office of Vic-
tim Assistance, which is the 
only state-wide board repre-
senting victims’ rights. He also 
serves on the Governor’s Task 
Force on Hate Crimes. 

His appointments first came under 
Governor Charlie Baker and has been 
reappointed to both by Governor Maura 
Healey. 

Gulluni is a pragmatic prosecu-
tor whose work in promoting public 
safety includes strong partnerships, fo-
cused and strategic prosecutions, and 
ground-breaking preventative program-
ing, such as the Emerging Adult Court 
of Hope, Future Lawyers of Springfield, 
Hampden County Addiction Taskforce, 
and his office’s prolific outreach and 
programming within the many school 
districts of Hampden County.

last budget that I prepared, which was (fiscal 2020), 
and I compared the numbers to FY23-24, your cur-
rent budget, to see what changes were made, and so 
forth.”

“I took out the rate study that was done on the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, reviewed that, and 
looked at the stuff on the Stonewater Enterprise 
Fund, and got up to speed on that,” Blanchard said.

He even noted that the town was missing a Town 
Report for his last year in 2019, speculating that it 
got lost in the transition between town managers. 
Blanchard was able to provide a copy of the report 
so it could go on the town’s record.

The council interviewed two other candidates 
on the same day before appointing Blanchard to the 
position.

“Typically, I’m in Town Hall three days a week, 
but it’s not a three-day-a-week job,” said candidate 
Robert Reed, “I’ve worked days off, sometimes 
those can be the busiest days. I’ve worked weekends 
if Town Meeting was coming up or if there was an 
emergency.”

Following the interviews, Town Council had an 
interview with Bernie Lynch, of Community Para-
digm, about the search for a long-term town man-
ager.

“[Community Paradigm is] the most active re-
cruiting firm in Massachusetts,” Lynch said. “In the 
last eight years, we’ve done 100-plus town manager 
and town administrator searches, more than all the 
other firms that are out there combined.”

Lynch said that this activity will be very help-
ful in selecting a town manager, as the firm already 
knows of candidates in the area.

The Town Council expects to speak to finalists 
for the town manager position in late February or 
March of next year.
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By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – Last week, the Select 
Board held the annual tax classification 
hearing for 2024.

“This is my favorite night of the 
year,” joked Kathy Barnes, the prin-
cipal assessor, before introducing the 
Board of Assessors and launching into 
her presentation.

Barnes said that the tax value for 
the town is a little over $1.1 billion, 
which is $71,300,000 higher than last 
year, increasing by about 1.07%. Ac-
cording to the valuation, residential 
carries 91.5% of the tax burden, while 
commercial, industrial, and personal 
property carries about 3.5%.

For fiscal 2023, the tax rate was 
$15.86, but Barnes said that for 2024, 
it’s estimated to go down to $15.50.

Barnes then presented the board 
with the options for next year’s proper-
ty tax allocation that were being voted 
on.

“There are three options that the 
board has to vote on tonight,” Barnes 
said. “The first option is the minimum 
residential factor, the second option is 
the residential exemption, and the third 
option is the small commercial excep-
tion.”

“The minimum residential factor 
is the lowest residential percentage al-
lowed by the Department of Revenue,” 
Barnes said. “This option benefits the 
residential property, and it burdens the 
commercial properties.”

By adopting the minimum residen-
tial factor, Barnes indicated that the tax 
rate would lower by 72 cents, and for 
the commercial, industrial, and person-
al property tax rate would increase by 
$7.75, for a total of $23.25.

By adopting this option, residential 
properties would see a reduction in tax-
es of $235, while commercial proper-
ties would increase to $2,500.

The Select Board voted to adopt the 
minimum residential factor for 2024, 
and voted not to adopt the residential or 
small commercial exemptions.

Gullini named president of 
Massachusetts DAs Association

Anthony D. GullunI,
Hampden District

Attorney

Tax rate to lower
Monson residential taxes

Photos by Marcelo Gusmão

Kendall Bodak and Coach Eric Degnan

cer team in her freshman year. He said that what really 
stood out for him with Kendall is her work ethic.

“She’s incredibly talented, but her work ethic is un-
like anybody else. This kid is a tireless worker,” Degnan 
said “She’s so incredibly committed to the game of soc-
cer, she’s a tremendous amount of fun to be around, and 
she’s a wonderful teammate. She’s a leader.”

Guidance Counselor Kristen Sorel described Bo-
dak as being at the top of her class. She described how 
Bodak would need to complete her educational require-
ments in order to graduate at the end of the semester 
and start college early.

“Her and her family have been very mindful about 
this being the goal the whole time,” Sorel said. “So we 
set up her schedule where we got the requirements all 
completed in the first semester so she’s able to graduate 
early.

Principal Arthur Murphy was also present for the 
assembly, and spoke highly of Bodak’s efforts.

“The opportunity that she just had to go play for the 
United States at the PanAm games was off the charts,” 
Degnan said. “To put it this way, she’s got a lot of very, 
very proud people here today in this building; teachers, 
administrators, townspeople. She’s a real gift.”

BODAK   ❙  from page 1

PALMER— St. Paul’s of 
Palmer’s announces its first Hol-
ly Berry Bazaar! Come enjoy the 
Christmas spirit of an old-time 
church bazaar. A visit from San-
ta, Holiday arts & crafts and gifts, 
luncheon meal, bake sale and 
more will be featured at. St. Paul’s 
Church on Saturday Dec. 9, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

This church bazaar’s offerings 
will be provided by the people of 
St. Paul’s, and also include a nu-
merous selection of vendors from 
the greater Palmer community. 
Some of the unique crafters repre-
sented will include Karens Sweets, 

Memere’s Country Cupboard, 
Color Street, Havelock Farm, the 
Northern Venture, and Jo’s Spe-
cialty Cards.

A visit from Santa, and the 
Christmas Kid’s Corner, com-
plete with North Pole Post, free 
children’s crafting activities and 
sweet treat bags will be highlight-
ed. Come and take photos of your 
child with Santa and Mrs. Claus as 
you enjoy holiday shopping. 

The Holly Berry Christmas 
Kitchen will be serving luncheon 
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.. Hot 
spiced apple cider, gingerbread and 
corn bread, hot dogs and beans, 

chili and more will be on the menu. 
St. Paul’s Bake sale will offer 
homemade fruit pies, including ap-
ple pie with fresh apple filling, as 
well as a large assortment of other 
baked goods. TJ’s specialty pop-
corn of Palmer will round out the 
bazaar’s varied food offerings.

A holiday silent auction, a 
raffle, and gift baskets will all be 
included in the Holly Berry Ba-
zaar. Attic Treasures tag sale, a 
basement filled with gently used 
items of all kinds including books, 
games, toys, glassware, and Christ-
mas décor round out the bazaar’s 
offerings. 

Holly Berry Bazaar held on Dec. 9

EAST BROOKFIELD— Last 
week, Second Chance Animal 
Services founder and CEO Sheryl 
Blancato had the honor to accept 
not one, but two awards recogniz-
ing the nonprofit’s vet hospitals in 
a single day.

The Springfield Region-
al Chamber awarded Second 
Chance’s Springfield Community 
Veterinary Hospital with a Super 
60 Award in the nonprofit catego-
ry at a ceremony held on Nov. 9 at 
the MassMutual Center. The award 
recognized organizations that have 
displayed selfless dedication to 
serving the community through 
exceptional programming and sup-
port.

“We are thrilled to celebrate 
the incredible diversity and inno-
vation within our business com-
munity through this year’s Super 
60 program,” said Diana Szynal, 
president of the Spring-
field Regional Chamber. 
“Small businesses are 
the heart and soul of our 
region, and we’re excit-
ed to celebrate so many 
nonprofits that make a 
difference in our com-

munity. As we continue to over-
come the challenges posed by the 
pandemic, it’s more important than 
ever to shine a light on the accom-
plishments and unwavering resil-
ience of our local businesses and 
non-profits.”

Later that evening, Second 
Chance once again took home the 
Best Veterinary Clinic award in 
the Telegram & Gazette Best of 
Central Mass as voted by the com-
munity at a ceremony at the DCU 
Center.

“These awards are a testament 
to the trust and confidence the 
community places in our commit-
ment to excellence,” said Blancato. 
“They are a reflection of the ded-
ication of our amazing, compas-
sionate vet team and the support 
of our community. Their generos-
ity has been enabling us to assist 
more pets at subsidized rates than 

ever before, ensuring that every pet 
receives the high-quality care they 
deserve.”

Blancato is urging animal 
lovers in the community to rise to 
the challenge at a time when pets 
need help more than ever before. 
The nonprofit has announced that 
Ted and Barbara Hebert of Teddy 
Bear Pools and Spas has gener-
ously offered to match donations 
for Giving Tuesday up to $2,500. 
“Together, let us continue to build 
upon the legacy of our award-win-
ning veterinary hospitals, ensuring 
that every pet receives the care they 
need. Donations can be made on-
line at secondchanceanimals.org/
giving-tuesday or mailed to Second 
Chance, 111 Young Road, PO Box 
136, East Brookfield, MA 01515.

Second Chance
Veterinary hospitals recognized
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Viewpoints

I spent the morning wrapping gar-
land around lampposts in preparation for 
Old Sturbridge Village’s “Christmas by 
Candlelight” program.  

Although I used to balk at decorat-
ing prior to Thanksgiving, it’s a must at 
work, where so much needs to be ready 
for the first day of the program, next Fri-
day, Nov. 24. The garland is beautiful- a 
mix of cedar and fir.  

The smell of the cedar isn’t at all fa-
miliar from my childhood Christmases, 
but I love it as an adult. What makes the 
garland so pretty is the variation in tex-
tures. 

After the decorations are up at the 
Village, I turn to decorating at home. I 
love to sit on the floor of my living room 
with all types 
of greens 
strewn before 
me on an old 
bed sheet.  

I make a 
wreath or two 
for our house 
and I always 
make one to 
give to a dear 
friend as an an-
nual birthday 
present. 

I encourage you to try your hand at 
wreath and garland making.  It’s really 
the same principle, with one made on 
a circular frame and the other made on 
a cord of ribbon or rope the length you 
need for decorating. 

As mentioned, the key to success in 
wreath and garland-making is having a 
variety of greens to choose from. From 
airy white pine to rigid spruce, wispy ar-
borvitae to dense juniper, pointy-leaved 
holly to minute boxwood, all look great 
together.  

Balsam and fir tips pruned from the 
Christmas tree are a logical addition.  
Then add some budded Pieris, gilded 
birch branches and voila! - you have a 
unique combination.  

Top it off with pinecones, winter-
berries and even sumac for a stunning 
grouping.

It’s not hard to find different types of 
greens. First, scour your neighborhood.  

Many of the plants I mentioned make 
their homes in our landscapes. I regularly 
prune this time of year purposely to use 
the clippings in my decorating.  

The key to a good cut is not to leave 
stubs- always snip next to a side branch.  

Cemeteries and vacant lots are also 
great spots to get a variety of greens. But 
be sure to ask permission beforehand.  

Regardless, kindly take only what 
you need and space your cuts out evenly 
around the plant.

Making a wreath is easy. Start with a 
wire coat hanger opened up into a circle. 

Attach some pliable wire to it - 22 
gauge is a good choice. Then, wrap little 
bunches of greens to the base one after 
another.  

Be careful to lay them alongside, 
not on top of each other. You can make 
a wreath of just one type of green at a 
time, or make mixed “bouquets” for your 
bunches.  

When you reach the end of the 
wreath, hide the last bunch under the first 
and secure the wire.  You can easily make 
a loop for hanging, or use the hook that 

came with the 
coat hanger.  

You can 
attach a bow to 
the front and 
insert some 
berries or pine-
cones on wire 
picks to jazz it 
up a bit.

G a r l a n d 
making follows 
the same prin-
ciple. Working 

on a taut cording or rope is important for 
success.  

If you are going to be making a lot 
of garland I recommend “tying off” the 
ends of the cording or securing them 
somehow to your work surface. I’ve done 
it with duct tape or with the cord knotted 
to nails in my work bench.  

For me, working in a left to right 
manner seems natural. I use the pliable 
wire to secure the bunches of greens one 
after the other to the cording. 

Sometimes I wait to embellish the 
garland with cones or berries until after it 
is set up around my doorway or wrapped 
around the lamppost. That way you’ll be 
sure they aren’t hidden or bending funny.  

I hope that you will be encouraged 
to try your hand at wreath or garland 
making this year! It’s quickly become 
one of my favorite Christmas traditions 
and it can be the same for you, too!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

Garland and wreaths a fun 
DIY project

Letters to 
the editor 
policy

Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500-
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author-
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., 
Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
mharrison@turley.com

The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon.

Election letters 
to the editor 

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to mharrison@turley.com. Please in-
clude a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Michael Harrison at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register.

Can I voluntarily 
suspend my 
Social Security 
payments?
Dear Rusty

My wife retired in 2015 and is receiving 
Social Security. I am past my full retirement 
age and I still work. I recently filed for Social 
Security benefits and received my first payment 
earlier this month and my benefits are around 
three times my wife’s. I now find that, due to 
other income, I am having some regrets about 
filing for Social Security, as the taxes will be 
complicated. So, my questions are:

If I do a “Voluntary Suspension”, can my 
wife still apply to get up to 50% of my benefits, 
or do I have to be “actively” receiving Social 
Security benefits? In other words, does the “Bi-
partisan Budget Act of 2015” prevent this?

If I do a “Voluntary Suspension”, how soon 
could I “restart” my benefits? 

Signed: Having Second Thoughts

Dear Second Thoughts 
The Bipartisan Budget Act of 2015 closed 

a loophole which previously allowed someone 
to file for their Social Security retirement ben-
efit in order for their marital partner to claim a 
spousal benefit, after which the primary benefi-
ciary could suspend their own benefit and allow 
it to grow to maximum at age 70. That “file and 
suspend” option went away in April of 2016; 
thus, your wife cannot claim her spousal benefit 
while your Social Security retirement benefits 
are suspended you must be “actively” receiving 
benefits for your wife to get benefits on your 
record. 

Nevertheless, because you’ve already 
reached your full retirement age, you can vol-
untarily suspend your benefit payments at any 
time to allow it to continue growing by simply 
calling Social Security at your local office or at 
the national number 1-800-772-1213 and ask-
ing them to do so. Your wife will not receive her 
spousal benefits for any months your benefits 
are suspended, but she would continue to get 
her own SS retirement amount, only the spousal 
portion of her monthly amount would be sus-
pended. 

You will be able to restart your benefits at 
any time by calling Social Security again and 
asking that your benefits be resumed. You can 
suspend and restart your benefits as needed (no 
restriction on how many times), but they will 
only start/resume the suspension effective with 
the month following the month you call. And, 
as you likely already know, for each month your 
benefits are suspended you will earn Delayed 
Retirement Credits resulting in a higher pay-
ment amount later.  

Just for clarity, voluntary suspension of 
benefits is only available to those who have 
reached full retirement age but is an excellent 
way to increase your monthly Social Securi-
ty payment. Your benefit will grow by .667% 
for each month suspended and, if your benefit 
is still suspended when you turn 70 years old, 
Social Security will automatically resume pay-
ments at that time, at your higher maximum 
monthly amount.  

This article is intended for information 
purposes and does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the Association Mature Citi-
zens Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. Russell 
Gloor is a Social Security advisor for AMAC. 
. NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or endorsed by the So-
cial Security Administration or any other gov-
ernmental entity. To submit a question, visit 
our website amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Dan Flynn
dflynn@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The
Journal Register

@ Journal Register

WEB
www.journalregister.turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

The Journal Register (USPS 418-940) 
is published every Thursday by Turley 

Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 
01069. Telephone (413) 283-8393,  

Fax  (413) 289-1977. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes

to The Journal Register,
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President 

DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

STAFF WRITER 
Dallas Gagnon

dgagnon@turley.com

TEAM
EDITORIAL

journalregister@turley.com

STAFF WRITER 
Marcelo Gusmao

mgusmao@turley.com

Song sparrow

I received an email from a Brimfield resident. He said 
he had a few song sparrows in his yard in late Octo-
ber along with white-throated sparrows.
The song sparrow is six inches long and has a whit-

ish breast with brown streaks. A distinguishing mark is 
a black, central spot on its chest. The song sparrow’s 
crown is reddish brown and it has gray eyebrows. Its tail 
is long and rounded. Song sparrows feed on the ground 
eating seeds, insects and some fruit. 

This sparrow’s song is a few repeated notes fol-
lowed by a rich and varied warble. Its call includes a 
“tsp” and “tchump.” The female lays three to five green-
ish, white eggs with dark marks in a cup like nest of 
grasses and occasionally leaves. She place the nest on 
the ground, in a shrub or weeds.

The male song sparrow defines his territory by 
singing from prominent perches in about ½ to 1 ½ acres. 
The male chases the female away when she first arrives 
and reduces the amount of his singing. Courtship in-
cludes male diving at the female and her making a trill 
like call. 

Song sparrows inhabit dense shrubs at the edge of 
open areas such as fields, yards and streams. They in-
habit this area year round. 

Other Brimfield birds
The Brimfield resident said he had juncos and one 

golden crown and one ruby-crowned kinglet. He also 
saw four male Eastern bluebirds, a pair of house finches 
and juncos. He said, “The ‘best’ sighting was a male 
American kestrel. It was perched on a wire, flew to a 
tree and then down into the grass where it caught what 
looked like a mouse or vole.”

Cedar waxwings
My daughter and family saw a flock of cedar wax-

wings eating berries in Granby near Horse Caves.

Pond birds
The Brimfield resident did a tour of some ponds in 

Brimfield, Sturbridge and Warren recently. He reported 
lots of Canada geese, but not a lot of ducks other than 
mallards. He saw two-ringed necked ducks in Warren 
and a robin eating fruit from a mountain ash tree.

He complied a list of birds seen Nov. 18 in Brim-
field, Sturbridge and Warren. It included 33 mallards, 
76 Canada geese, a pair of hooded mergansers (male 
and female), two great blue herons and two mourning 
doves.

Feeders
I still have not put out my suet feeder until I am 

sure the black bears are hibernating. I have lost too 
many suet feeders to black bears; they either destroy 
them or take off with them. There must be a pile of them 
in the woods somewhere.

I do put some bird seed out during the day, but I 
only put a small amount for the birds. I include shelled 
peanuts as the tufted titmice, woodpeckers and blue jays 
love them. Yes, the squirrels do as well.

People may report a bird sighting or bird related 
experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.
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McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

HOLIDAY
CRAFT FAIR

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH
9 AM - 4:00 PM

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH
11:30 AM - 4:00 PM

TOWN WIDE CAROL SING
4:00 PM SATURDAY
MEMORIAL  HALL

200 MAIN STREET
(ROUTE 32), MONSON, MA

MA PIKE EXIT 63, 32 SOUTH

-FREE ADMISSION-

FOR MORE INFO CALL
413-218-0693

Monson Arts Council
presents its 44th Annual

Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2023. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 18-22, 2023.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 6, 2023

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Marcus KosnickiMarcus Kosnicki
June 5,2022

Parents:  Jonathan & Marcie Kosnicki 
Grandparents:  Marc Davignon & Lisa Dube, Chicopee

 John & Pamella Kosnicki, Palmer

Dylan Hall, Chris Smith and Barry from Northern Tree are 
hard at work to spread holiday cheer. 

Dylan Hall and Light Up Palmer lead Chris Smith are joined by several PHS volunteers. 
Shown are Donovan Rayleonard, Noah Sulikowski and Ben Kiliam. 

Kelina Hall, baby Ayla, Rosie Woods, Janice Lachut, Betty Koss, Patty Rice and Joy 
Trombly show off a “Season’s Greetings” sign. 

Glen from Northern Tree smiles as he helps light up 
Palmer for the holidays. 

Volunteers Phil Lachut, retired PHS teacher Russ Webb, 
Audrey Barone and Irene Webb take a moment to deter-
mine the next place to hang lights. 

Wire and garland decora-
tions are hung from every 
other light post, as well 
as banners of Seasons 
Greeting making Palmer 
look merrier. 

Dave Rice and Phil Lachut gather tools to hang lights in 
downtown Palmer. 

holidays a little brighter for others.”
Light Up Palmer will host an annu-

al Community Celebration on Saturday, 
Nov. 25, showcasing Palmer’s holiday 
spirit and the newly hung lights. 

Smith recognized the generosity of 

local business Northern Tree and their 
employees “for always being there for 
us during the holidays.”

“Without their support, it would be 
impossible for us to get these decora-
tions in the air,” said Smith.

sold out attendance.
“He’s doing such a great job being the welcom-

ing face of the Chamber in four short months,” she 
said. “He’s invested in being involved and building 
lasting relationships.”

In the coming year, the Chamber is gearing up 
to do more, Buteau said, including the return of its 
annual community awards, as well as increased mar-
keting for Chamber members. 

Buteau also credited the Chamber’s Board of 
Directors for their team effort to work together; Rug-
giero, Treasurer Julie Quink of Burkhart Pizzanelli 
P.C., Assistant Treasurer Renee Niedziela of J. Stolar 
Insurance Agency, Clerk Amy Scribner of River East 
School-to-Career and past Chairperson Tanya Bull-
ock of Life’s Memories & More.

Buteau said the Chamber welcomed a number of 
new businesses to its membership this year, includ-
ing the Chamber’s youngest member, Bill Partelo of 
Wicked Woodworking, who just celebrated his 18th 
birthday. 

As Ruggeiro took over the meeting from Buteau, 
he thanked the underwriters and Salem Cross Inn for 
hosting the night’s event. 

He said the small businesses that make up the 
Chamber are the “lifeblood of the area,” and they’re 
helping the Chamber to overcome changes and chal-
lenges.

“This really is an amazing organization…now 
we are perfectly poised to help you, our members,” 
Ruggeiro said. “This Chamber is one of the best re-
sources we have.”

Chamber members thanked Buteau for her ded-
ication to its members, and Monson Savings Bank’s 
Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer 
Michael Rouette noted her long career in community 
banking. 

“Lena is pas-
sionate about her job, 
her employees…she 
is a strong advocate 
for customer ser-
vice,” Rouette said. 
“We’re here tonight 
to celebrate her role 
in the Chamber. It 
wasn’t an easy role 

she walked into. She devoted countless hours to the 
Chamber.” 

Lavoie and Scribner presented Buteau with an 
elegant black wooden chair, made by Standard Chair 
of Gardner. Buteau’s name is engraved on the chair, 
along with the Chamber’s newly designed logo. 

Featured speaker for the evening was state Rep. 
Todd Smola, who was joined by newly elected state 
Sen. Peter Durant. 

Smola touched on several issues before the State 
House and in his role as a ranking member of the 
Ways & Means Committee.

“We have our finger on the purse strings of Mas-
sachusetts,” he said.

Smola said a lot has changed since the COVID 
pandemic, including the issue of portability. Remote 
accessibility has given people the ability to do a num-
ber of jobs from anywhere in the world. 

Now, there is out-migration from the common-
wealth, which has dropped 12 spots to being ranked 
45th among states for tax incentives. Smola said a tax 
incentive package was passed to help balance it out.

“We manage our money really well,” Smola said 
of the commonwealth.

Even with the best money management, housing 
continues to be a top concern for residents of Massa-
chusetts. The housing crisis is impacting people from 
all income levels.

“Housing, housing, housing…it is our big prob-
lem,” Smola said, and its another reason people are 
relocating to other states. 

Smola said 400,000 additional housing units will 
help the problem, but it won’t fix it. 

Transportation is another issue residents face, 
Smola said, especially in rural areas where infra-
structure is lacking. Retention of workers is also a 
concern for business owners, especially in western 
Massachusetts.

“We are losing our young workforce,” he said. 
Smola said while the commonwealth is facing 

these issues, its strength lies in the small business-
es that continue to grow and serve people across the 
region.

“The backbone of this region is really the small 
businesses,” Smola said. 

About the Chamber
The Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce was 

established in 1978 to assist businesses in the Quabo-
ag Hills Region, serving the towns of Belchertown, 
Brimfield, Brookfield, East Brookfield, Hardwick, 
Holland, Monson, New Braintree, North Brookfield, 
Palmer, Spencer, Wales, Ware, Warren and West 
Brookfield.

Its mission is to advance economic growth and 
tourism in the region, to be an advocate for policies 
that achieve the development goals of the communi-
ties, and to advance the interests of its members.

The Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce of-
fers more than just networking opportunities. It helps 
the business community from the smallest entrepre-
neurs to the largest corporations; through trainings, 
seminars and more.

Membership fees start at $245 a year, with 
the average business paying about $1 a day for the 
Chamber’s services. Membership fees are only $100 
for nonprofit organizations. 

The Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce is 
located at 4 Springfield St., Suite 525, Three Rivers. 
For more information, visit qhma.com, call 413-283-
2418 or email info@qhma.com. 

CHAMBER  ❙  from page 1
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Turley Photos
by Deanna Sloat
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6th, 7th, & 8th Graders 
& Families!

 Student led
demonstrations

& activities

Be the first
from your town

to apply!FREE Dinner 
6:00 - 7:00pm 

Meet our
technical &
academic
teachers

December 6, 2023  6:00-8:00pm
CAREER NIGHT!240 Sykes St.

Palm
er, M

A 01069

Visit 

Apply

6:00 - 8:00pm 

6:00 - 8:00pm 

PATHFINDER TECH
Invites you to our Open House

A path that begins here can lead anywhere!

View our 16
technical

programs at
your leisure

PathfinderTech.org

Explore the

of North Central Massachusetts

It’s amazing what hidden treasures 
are just outside our back doors

17th Annual

Month Long
Nov. 10th -

Dec. 10th, 2023

www.countryroadschristmas.com

Country Roads
   Christmas Tour

Check individual 
store for hours

port those closest to home. 
Funds raised from the event allocated for the Hugs 

for Monson program will support the creation of holi-
day baskets for Monson seniors. 

Additional funds will support TJ’s annual chil-
dren’s Christmas party, which will offer youngsters an 
opportunity to meet Santa, get a gift and spend an after-
noon enjoying holiday festivities. 

U.S Marine Corps. Sgt. Leroy Mateaki and Cpl. Dakota 
Butler smile beside a large box of toys donated for the 
“Toys for Tots,” drive.

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon 

Army mom Patricia Royal shares a photo with her son, 
U.S Army veteran Raymond Royal. 

Crystal Bleau and Kristine Duval were some of many 
residents who attended Saturday’s event to benefit 
three separate causes. 

Karen and Mike Robert are happy to support the Toys 
for Tots, TJ’s children’s Christmas party and Hugs for 
Monson toy drive and senior baskets. 

TOYS FOR TOTS  ❙  from page 1

Shown is a homemade lemon cake made and donated 
by Diana Wysocki for the bake sale. 

Stacks of toys are available for those interested in sup-
porting the children’s Christmas party.

MONSON— The Monson house of art held an 
artist members show Nov. 4 and Nov. 5.  Monika 
Vargas, is an instructor at Fitzgerald Academy of 
dance & Fitness Sturbridge. Owned and operated by 
Julie Fitzgerald, the school offers a wide range of 
types of dance, as well as Barr fitness.

Four pieces of artwork were sold and no com-
missions taken by the house of art for this particular 
show.

House of Art holds artist show

Submitted photos

Monika Vargas helps show off  art pieces.

Monika Vargas showcasing dance while helping dis-
play art.

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Hospital Review 
Committee Chair Howard Trietsch 
said Baystate Health presented a 
timeline for the decommissioning 
of Baystate Mary Lane Hospital 
at the end of October, and to date, 
most of it has happened.

Updates on decommissioning
At the Nov. 15 meeting, Tri-

etsch said the radiology department 
had left, and earlier that day the 
mammography and bone density 
department had also relocated from 
the Ware site to Baystate Wing in 
Palmer. The remaining departments 
will leave by Dec. 11.

Michael Knapik, vice-presi-
dent of Government and Communi-
ty Relations at Baystate Health, said 
the decommissioning continues to 
be on schedule, and that Baystate 
has a signed a nonbinding letter of 
intent with Westmass Area Devel-

opment Corporation.
Knapik also told the committee 

that Baystate Health will be selling 
its external laboratories to Labcorp.

“Internal labs will still be in 
[Baystate] Wing,” Knapik said.

Trietsch said it would be more 
convenient for residents of Ware 
and Gilbertville to continue to have 
access to a laboratory in town. 

Architect study/forum follow-up
Janet Slemenda and Amy Dun-

lap of HKT Architects Inc. have 
been working with the town to find 
possible uses for the site, and they 
gave the committee feedback gener-
ated from the visioning forum held 
on Sept. 20.

Trietsch said the town was able 
to hire HKT Architects Inc. through 
grant funding, to look at the proper-
ty and give ideas for possible reuses 
and what the challenges are.

Slemenda said there were five 
different questions asked and the 
most common responses about the 

site mainly related to health care, 
including an urgent care or medical/
health care facility.

“People made similar com-
ments on needing urgent care and 
central availability of medical care,” 
Slemenda said. “There’s an empha-
sis on emergency care being avail-
able.”

Trietsch said health care was 
the “major impetus,” for residents, 
and referenced in about 90% of the 
responses.

Slemenda said residents also 
listed redevelopment of the site, cre-
ating athletic fields and open space, 
as other possible uses for the site. 

She said the loss of the facility 
in town has made a big impact on 
area residents.

Cleanup concerns
“There’s was a lot of discus-

sion about the legacy of the Gilbert 
family,” Slemenda said. “A lot of 

Hospital Review Committee hears
updates on MLH

HOSPITAL   ❙   page 11

Holiday roasts available 
for pre-order
Farmer Matt has standing rib, 
prime rib, and tenderloin roasts 
available for your holiday table. All 
roasts are dry-aged Angus beef.

FarmerMatt.com/roasts

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA
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Murphy, 
Peterson help 
lead Mustangs 
to state final

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LEOMINSTER—Three underclassmen made 
sure that the six seniors listed on the Monson girls’ 
soccer roster would wrap-up their outstanding high 
school careers in the Division 5 state finals.

Led by the trio of sophomore forward Hannah 
Murphy (two goals and one assist), junior midfielder 
Addie Peterson (one goal), and junior goalkeeper Em-
ily Provost (14 saves), the second-seeded Lady Mus-
tangs dispatched the third-seeded Hull Lady Pirates, 
4-1, in the state semifinals at historic Doyle Field in 
Leominster, last Wednesday night.

“It feels really great to be in this position and ev-
erybody is very excited about it,” said Provost, who 
made several key saves during the second half against 
the Lady Pirates. “I’m very happy for the seniors. 
They’ll be playing their final high school soccer game 
in the state finals.”

The six Lady Mustangs seniors are Sierra Mar-
tinson, Aniah Myrie, Ciara Monaghan, Lynzie Bailey, 
Emma Murphy, and Kendall Bodak, who was recently 
named as an All-American.

“We’ve worked very hard to make it back here 
again this year,” Murphy said. “We knew that we had 
to give it our all in tonight’s game because we didn’t 
want to lose twice on this field. We’ve also been a first 
half team this year.”   

The Lady Mustangs (22-0-1) made their third ap-
pearance in the state semifinals since the formation of 
the new MIAA state-wide tournament in 2021. 

Two years ago, Monson lost to Sutton, 2-1, in the 
state semifinals. 

The Suzies beat the Lady Mustangs, 3-2, in last 
year’s state finals, which was played on the same turf 

Ciara Monaghan’s first career hat trick 
leads Monson to state title

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LEOMINSTER—A perfect ending. 
After losing to Sutton High School in the Division 

5 state semifinals and finals during the past two seasons, 
Monson had a much better outcome against another 
girls’ soccer team from the Dual Valley Conference in 
this year’s Division 5 state finals.

The second-seeded Lady Mustangs took home 
the championship trophy for the second time in school 
history with a 4-0 shutout victory over the top-seed-
ed Whitinsville Christian School Crusaders at historic 
Doyle Field in Leominster, last Saturday afternoon.  

“There is nothing more special than winning a state 
title with this group of players because they’re the best 
of the best,” said Eric Degnan, who’s retiring as the 
Monson girls’ varsity soccer coach. “This win is for our 

Mustangs help Degnan put bow
on stellar coaching career

Monson High School girls soccer captured the Division 5 State Championship last Saturday at Doyle Field in Leominster.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Hannah Murphy is pursued by an opponent. Emma Murphy takes a shot on goal. Kendall Bodak sends a quick pass away.

Panthers reach 
second round

PALMER – Since the state tournament format has 
begun, the Palmer High School girls soccer has been 
a regular part of the proceedings, including an appear-
ance in the state finals two years ago, the first in the 
history of the school. Palmer also captured the Western 
Mass. Championship this season. Earlier this month, 
Palmer’s season did come to an end with a 2-0 loss 
against Douglas High School in the Round of 16 in the 
Division 5 State Tournament. The loss marked the first 
time Palmer failed to score a goal all season. Overall, 
Palmer girls soccer had a 12-8-1 record in 2023.

Vanessa Baer tries to center the ball during a playoff 
game earlier this month.

Addison Petrashewicz socks a shot deep toward the 
opposing goal.

Charlotte Theriault looks to move the ball to a team-
mate.

Maddy Rathbone makes a play off the side of her leg.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 

Grace Burke attempts to keep the ball in play.

Smith Voke gets 
revenge on
Pioneers

NORTHAMPTON – On Nov. 10, the Pio-
neers football team traveled to Northampton for 
a nonplayoff game against Tri-County opponent 
Smith Vocational. Pathfinder had a 19-7 win over 
Smith Voke in Week 8. This time, the Pioneers 
were not so lucky, falling 32-26. With the defeat, 
Pathfinder is 4-6 heading into this Thanksgiving’s 
game against Belchertown.

Hunter Griswold drops back for a pass attempt. Nicholas Pfister runs down the field.

Dustyn Cook kicks off. Matthew Vanasse and Branden Hnitecki combine for 
a tackle.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Hunter Griswold runs through traffic.

MONSON   ❙   page 8
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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night
Commercial Elks League

PALMER – The Commercial 
Elks League made it to their final 
league night of round one.

It is a close battle for first 
place and a spot in the playoffs at 
the end of the season. As of Nov. 7, 
Acres and Compression are tied for 
first place with a 24-12 record. 

However, in case of another 
tie at the end of league night on 
Nov. 14 Acres would break the 
tie due to having the highest total 
pinfall accumulated throughout the 
first round.

Compression bowled against 
The Champs R Here on lanes 
one and two at Diamond Junction 
Bowling Lanes. In game one, Com-
pression was victorious over the 
Champs by a score of 384-355. Jay 
Dominick of Compression started 
off with a 104 game. 

In game two, The Champs 
gave Compression a challenge by 
bouncing back and won by a score 
of 405-380. Steve Manolakis of the 
Champs carried his team by scor-
ing 121. 

In game three, Compression 

won the final game by a score of 
376-368. Manolakis of the Champs 
has a three-game series of 322 for 
the night. 

Compression won total pinfall 
by a final score of 1140-1127 and 
took three points. 

The Blue B’s bowled against 
Team BK on lanes three and four. 
In game one, Blue B’s won in a 
close game by a score of 344-334. 

In game two, BK won by a 
score of 373-370. Mark Fitzpatrick 
of BK led the team with a second 
game score of 119. In game three, 
Blue B’s won by a score of 376-
322. 

Blue B’s won total pinfall by 
a final score of 1090-1029. Mark 
Fitzpatrick of BK had a three-game 
series of 316. 

Sharing first place with Com-
pression is Acres bowling against 
Life is Good on lanes seven and 
eight. In game one, Acres won 
thanks to the strong beginning of 
Dave Cobleigh with a 106 game. 
The first game score was Acres 
387, Life is Good 371. 

In game two, a close game 
featured Life is Good hanging on to 
a single digit lead by beating Acres 
371-365. In game three, Life is 
Good and Acres had another close 
game to end the night, but Life is 
Good managed to squeeze another 

win over Acres by a score of 367-
364. 

Life is Good would take total 
pinfall over Acres by a final score 
of 1119-1116. 

With Compression taking 
three points over Acres winning 
one point, Compression officially 
takes first place and is the winner 
of round one of the 2023-2024 
Tuesday Night Commercial Elks 
League season. Compression will 
be competing in the season ending 
playoff round.

The next round began on Nov. 
21. 

Thursday Night Mixed League
The Thursday Night Mixed 

League met the week before 
Thanksgiving.

In one match, Team Six 
bowled against Team Five on lanes 
four and five. In game one, Team 
Six was victorious by a score of 
391-388. 

In game two, Team Six stayed 
strong and won by a score of 404-
384. In game three, Team Six took 
the last game by a score of 405-
394. Team Six won total pinfall by 
a final score of 1200-1166.

On lanes two and three, Team 
Four bowled against Team Three. 
In game one, Team Three won by 
a score of 401-382. 

In game two, the match was 
close but Team Three won again 
421-417. Jesse Danek of Team 
Three finished with a 105 the sec-
ond game. On Team Four, Nick 
Maslon also bowled 105. 

In game three, Team Three 
won the last game by a score of 
408-397. Danek finished strong 
with a 111 game to end the night. 
His three-game series for the night 
was 315. 

Total pinfall was won by Team 
Three by a final score of 1230-
1196. 

One lanes six and seven, Team 
Two bowled against Team One. 
In game one, Team Two won by 
a score of 412-393. In game two, 
Team Two won again by a score of 
415-400. 

Danny Fennyery of Team 
Two led the team by scoring 113 
in game two. In game three, Team 
One took the last game by a score 
of 440-399. The final two bowlers 
on Team One finished with a 123 
and a 107. 

Thanks to a strong finish, 
Team One managed to take total 
pinfall by a final score of 1233-
1226. 

The Thursday Night Mixed 
League will meet again on Thurs-
day, Nov. 30. 

Candlepin League News

school, and it’s for our town. We’re a 
very close-knit community.”

Before taking over as the girls’ 
varsity soccer coach 19 years ago, 
Degnan, who graduated from Monson 
High School, coached the junior var-
sity soccer team for eleven seasons.

“I know that coach Degnan really 
wanted to win today’s game as much 
as we did,” said Monson senior Cia-
ra Monaghan. “It’s just the best feel-
ing in the world because we’ve been 
working towards this for so many 
years and we’ve come so close in the 
past.”     

Degnan, who puts together an in 
depth scouting report for each oppo-
nent, had a lot of respect for Whitins-
ville Christian, which is in North-
bridge. 

“We knew Whitinsville was a 
great, all-round team. They have kids 
who can put the ball away,” Degnan 
said. “The right two teams were defi-
nitely playing in this year’s final.”  

The Crusaders, who played in 
the state finals for the first time, fin-
ished their season with a 21-3 overall 
record. 

Monson, who defeated East 
Bridgewater, 3-2, in the 2015 Divi-
sion 4 state finals, made their sixth 
overall appearance in the state finals. 
The Lady Mustangs finished the 2023 
campaign with a 23-0-1 overall re-

cord. They tied Ludlow 3-3 at Tassi-
nari Field on October 5.  

The Lady Mustangs last loss was 
to Sutton, 3-2, in last year’s champi-
onship match, which was also held at 
Doyle Field. 

Since the start of the 2021 reg-
ular season, Monson has compiled 
an amazing 66-2-3 record. The Lady 
Mustangs also went 5-0 in 2020, 
which was shortened due to the 
COVID 19 pandemic. 

Since 1979, only seven other 
girls’ soccer teams from Western 
Massachusetts have been state cham-
pions. The Lady Mustangs, along 
with East Longmeadow and Spring-
field Cathedral, which is now Pope 
Francis, are the only other Western 
Mass. girls’ soccer teams who have 
won multiple state titles.  

Monaghan led the way offen-
sively in this year’s state finals by re-
cording her first hat-trick in a varsity 
soccer game.

“I was just hoping to win today’s 
game,” Monaghan said. “I really 
didn’t care who scored the goals but 
getting the hat-trick does make things 
a lot better.”

Monaghan became the sixth 
girls’ soccer player to record a hat-
trick in a state final match. The most 
goals scored by a girl’s player in a 
state final is four. That feat was ac-
complished by Amy Caldwell (Brain-
tree High School) in a 6-1 win over 

Ludlow in the 2006 Division 1 state 
finals. 

Last Saturday’s shutout victory 
in Northern Worcester County was 
the final high school soccer game for 
Monson seniors Sierra Martinson, 
Aniah Myrie, Lynzie Bailey, Emma 
Murphy, and Kendall Bodak, who’ll 
be heading south to Clemson Univer-
sity in January, and Monaghan.

While Monson has been shutout 
twice in previous state finals, junior 
goalkeeper Emily Provost made 10 
saves in posting her team’s first ever 
shutout in the championship match.

“Emily has been lights out all 
season long,” Monaghan said. “Our 
defense has also handled everything 
so well this season.” 

The four Monson starting de-

f e n d e r s , 
who helped Provost post her 11th 
shutout of the season, are freshman 
Avery Beaudoin, junior Ella Corthell, 
Martinson, and Emma Murphy.

“Recording a shutout in a state fi-
nal is a huge accomplishment for me,” 
Provost said. “I made a couple of big 
saves, which gave my teammates a lot 
more energy.”

The Lady Mustangs received 
an early Christmas present during 
the 23rd minute of the first half. A 
Whitinsville Christian player com-
mitted a tripping foul inside the box 
resulting in a penalty kick.

Monaghan, who normally takes 
all of Monson’s P.K.’s, stepped up to 
the line and fired a shot into the right 
corner of the net. Sophomore goalie 

Madison Amati attempted to make a 
diving save, but she couldn’t stop the 
ball from going in.

“We practice PK’s so much,” 
Monaghan said. “I was aiming for 
the right corner and 90 percent of the 
time, it’s going to go in. She (Amati) 
did get her hands on the ball, though.” 

With less than ten minutes re-
maining in the opening half, Provost 
did make an outstanding diving save 
on a wide open shot by senior Hannah 
Lashley. 

Holding a slim 1-0 halftime ad-
vantage, the Lady Mustangs scored 
back-to-back goals during the first 
five minutes of the second half.

Monaghan got things started in 
the second half by lining a set-shot 
into the left corner in the 42nd minute.

Less than a minute later, Bodak, 
who assisted on Monaghan’s second 
goal, blasted a shot into the back of 
the net. Bailey was credited with the 
assist.

“Having a three goal lead was 
huge for me because the first half was 
very stressful,” Provost said. “This is 
a very big win for us.

Monaghan capped off her mem-
orable afternoon by scoring the Lady 
Mustangs final goal of the season, 
which was assisted by junior Addie 
Peterson, during the 76th minute. 

The returning Lady Mustangs 
players will be looking to make an-
other appearance in the state champi-
onship match in November of 2024.      

Avery Beaudoin angles toward the right side 
away from an opposing player.

Addison Peterson shuffles toward the loose ball. Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Sierra Martinson advances up the field.
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field. 
“We’ve had some deep runs in the 

tournament during the last couple of 
years,” said Monson head coach Eric De-
gnan. “We lost here in a heartbreaker last 
year in the state final by one goal. And 
two years before that, we lost in the state 
semifinals by one goal. These girls have 
been tested and have been in a lot of big 
games.”

There wasn’t a third meeting be-
tween Sutton and Monson in this year’s 
postseason tournament. 

Sutton, who moved up to Division 4, 
defeated Littleton, 4-2, in the first semi-
final played at Doyle Field, last Wednes-
day.  

It was also the second time that 
Monson faced Hull (16-3-2) in the state 
tournament. The Lady Mustangs beat 
the Lady Pirates, 8-0, in the round of 16 
home match in 2021.

Monson entered this year’s state 
semifinals having outscored their oppo-
nents 132-19. 

The Lady Mustangs added three 
more goals to their season total during the 
first 40 minutes of the contest.  

During the fourth minute, Hannah 
Murphy received a pass from Monaghan 
before firing a low shot into the right cor-
ner of the net past Hull sophomore goalie 
Montana Alibrandi.

In the 15th minute, Hull senior Sarah 
Duran shot the ball into the net, but the 
tying goal was disallowed by the assis-
tant referee because one of Duran’s team-
mates was offsides on the play. 

The dynamic duo of Monaghan and 
Murphy hooked up for the second time a 
minute later. 

After receiving a pass from 
Monaghan, Murphy scored her 52nd 
goal of the season on a breakaway shot 
into the right corner, which increased the 
Lady Mustangs lead to 2-0.

Murphy almost recorded a hat-trick 
less than ten minutes later, but her left 
footed shot just skipped wide of the net.

With ten minutes remaining in the 
first half, the Lady Mustangs took a 
commanding 3-0 lead following a corner 
kick goal. Bailey sent the ball into the 
box from the left corner where Peterson 
knocked a shot into the upper right corner 
of the net.  

“I thought the girls did a good job 
coming out as being poised and relaxed,” 
Degnan said. “I also thought we pos-
sessed the ball well. Hannah converted 
a couple of goals early to give us some 
breathing room, and Addie also put one 
away.”

The Lady Mustangs fourth goal of 
the semifinal match was scored by Bo-
dak, who lined a shot into the right corner 
during the 61st minute. Murphy, who has 
accumulated a total of 163 points (goals 
+ assists) since joining the varsity soccer 
team as an eighth grader, was credited 
with the assist.

A couple of minutes later, Provost 
fouled a Hull player resulting in a penalty 
kick with 15:26 remaining on the score-
board clock. Junior Elly Thomas stepped 
up to the spot and fired a low shot into the 
back of the net ending the Lady Mustangs 
shutout bid.  

Hull High School, which is on a 
peninsula at the southern edge of Boston 
Harbor, wasn’t able to score anymore 
goals and the Lady Mustangs advanced 
into the state finals for the second con-
secutive year. 
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NAME: Ciara Monaghan
SCHOOL: Monson
Monaghan had her first 

career hat trick in the state fi-
nals last Saturday, helping lead 
the Mustangs to a 4-0 win in 
the championship game.

To nominate someone 
for Athlete of the Week, con-
tact Managing Sports Editor 
Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-
283-8393 ext. 258 or send an 
e-mail to gscibelli@turley.
com.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FISKDALE—The Tantasqua 
girls’ varsity soccer team has only 
lost four matches on either the turf 
field located inside the cage or the 
stadium field, which is also turf, 
since the start of the 2021 regular 
season.

Led by junior Lilina Shiers 
and a stout defensive effort, the 
eighth-seeded Lady Warriors post-
ed a 2-0 shutout victory over the 
25th-seeded East Bridgewater Vi-
kings in a Division 3 state tourna-
ment round of 32 contest under the 
stadium lights on Nov. 6. 

“We always play very well 
at home, especially on this field,” 
said Shiers, who scored both of her 
team’s goals. “We practice on this 
field, so we’re very used to play-
ing here. We also always have a lot 
of fans at our home games. It just 
feels awesome.”  

It was the second time that 
Tantasqua (16-5) won a home 
match in the state tournament. 

Two years ago, the Lady War-
riors defeated Boston Latin Acad-
emy, 5-0 in a preliminary round 
game inside the cage. They lost a 
home match to Saugus, 2-1, in the 
round of 32 a year ago.        

Tantasqua’s only home loss 
during the 2023 regular season was 
to SWCL rival Grafton, who’s a 
Division 2 team. The Gators also 
defeated Tantasqua on their home 
turf two years ago. 

The Lady Warriors’ only oth-
er home loss during the past three 
seasons was to Uxbridge during the 
2021 campaign.  

“The players are a lot more 
focused whenever we play at home 
game because they don’t have to 
sit on the bus before playing,” said 
Tantasqua head coach Matt Rick-
son. “They know this field and they 
always play very well here.”

One of the Lady Warriors se-
nior tri-captains is Tess Chevalier, 

who’s a starting defender.
“It’s very exciting to win a 

home game in the state tourna-
ment,” Chevalier said. “I was a 
member of the varsity soccer team 
two years ago, but winning today’s 
game really means a lot to me. I 
didn’t want to end my high school 
soccer career with a home loss.”

The other members of the 
Lady Warriors defensive unit are 
junior Kaydie O’Neil, senior Gab-
by Scanlon, and senior Nicki Ve-
jack. 

“We have a solid back four,” 
Rickson said. “Our goalie also has 
a lot of shutouts this season.” 

Senior goalie Elizabeth 
Thompson only had to make a cou-
ple of saves in posting her twelfth 
shutout of the season against East 
Bridgewater (9-10-3). 

Ava Chevalier, who is Tess’s 
twin sister, is also a senior cap-
tain, along with senior Grace St. 
Laurent, who’s the Lady Warriors 
back-up goalie.

“It has been a lot of fun being 
teammates on the soccer team with 
my sister, but it also has its chal-
lenges,” Tess Chevalier said. “We 
are planning on going to different 
colleges next year.”   

The Lady Warriors controlled 
possession for most of the first 
half, but the round of 32 contest 
remained scoreless until the 35th 
minute. 

That’s when Shiers weaved 
around a couple of defenders be-
fore firing a low shot into the right 
corner of the net just out of the 
reach East Bridgewater freshman 
goalie Kayleigh Shea.

“We had a couple of scoring 
chances in the first half, but we 
couldn’t put any of them away,” 
Shiers said. “I finally scored a goal 
with five minutes left in the first 
half. I’m just glad that the ball went 
into the net.”    

A little more than ten minutes 
into the second half, the home team 
scored a corner kick goal.

Senior Eleanor Colati sent 
the ball into the box from the right 
corner and Shiers headed it into the 
net. The Vikings goalie did get her 
hand on the ball, but she wasn’t 
able to make the save.

“I just love scoring head 
goals,” said Shiers, who scored her 
team-leading 17th goal of the sea-
son. “It was a great ball from El-
eanor and I was able to put it into 
the net. Everything was perfect on 
that play.”   

Rickson is very happy that 
he’ll be coaching Shiers for one 
more year.

“Lili is an outstanding ath-
lete,” he said. “She’s a very hard 

worker and she was our player of 
the match tonight. I’ve coached a 
couple of outstanding soccer play-
ers who have played college soccer. 
Lili will have that opportunity in a 
couple of years.”  

Tantasqua managed to hang 
onto their two goal lead for the fi-
nal 25 minutes of the match. 

Two days later, the Lady War-
riors closed out the home slate with 
an exciting 2-1 overtime victory 
against ninth-seeded Danvers in 
the round of 16. They lost, 1-0, at 
top-seeded Medfield in the Divi-
sion 3 state quarterfinals, last Sat-
urday night. 

Warriors make it to state quarterfinals

Hayden O’Malley smothers the ball and then changes directions.

Tess Chevalier 
tries to block 
her opponent 

as she goes 
after the loose 

ball.



November 23, 2023    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTER PAGE 9

DEATH
NOTICES

Lawrence
Richard Ricci
Died Nov. 9, 2023
Service
Dec. 1, 2023
Beal & Ames
Funeral Home

O B I T U A R I E S

May 31, 1936 – 
November 9, 2023

Lawrence Richard Ricci 
of South Dennis, MA, passed 
peacefully at his home surround-
ed by the love of his family on 
Thursday, November 9, 2023. 
He was the devoted husband of 
Mary Lou Ricci née LaVallie, 
with whom he shared an extraor-
dinary love and special union for 
62 years. 

Born in Wilbraham, MA on 
May 31, 1936, he was the son 
of the late Tancredi and Irma 
Ricci (née Belli) and brother 
of the late Valentino Ricci of 
Wilbraham, MA. In his youth, 
Lawrence attended and gradu-
ated high school from Wilbra-
ham Academy where his love 
of education began. He went 
on to receive his bachelor’s de-
gree in business administration 
from American International 
College, a master’s in education 
from Westfield State College 
and a Certificate of Advanced 
Graduate Study in Education 
from the University of Con-
necticut.

Larry was a dedicated el-
ementary and middle school 
teacher and, later, principal 
in the Palmer (MA) Public 
Schools. Over his 37-year ca-
reer, he promoted an environ-
ment where his students under-
stood that the classroom was for 
learning and injected his enthu-
siasm to pique his student’s cu-
riosity and keep their attention. 

Before his retirement 
in 1999, he became 
the first principal of 
his beloved Old Mill 
Pond School which 
opened to 600 stu-
dents from Pre-K to 
Grade 5 in 1991. He 
cared about his stu-
dents and colleagues 
deeply, and treasured 
the many friends he made along 
the way by holding fond memo-
ries of them in his heart.

While he often playfully 
quoted the words of George 
Bernard Shaw, “Those who can, 
do; those who can’t, teach,” the 
truth is that Larry was meant to 
impart the gift of a strong aca-
demic foundation and some of 
the lessons that help us lead 
fulfilling and productive lives. 
Of course, to his four children, 
he shared these lessons and so 
much more because as an ador-
ing father, fierce advocate and 
exemplary role model, he was 
also their rock and biggest fan.

In retirement, Larry cher-
ished life on Cape Cod where he 
had the opportunity to work on 
the landscaping crew at Cum-
maquid Golf Club. He especial-
ly enjoyed getting to know the 
college kids that worked along-
side him for a few months every 
summer. Over their 21 years on 
the Cape, Larry and Mary Lou 
adored their home, working in 
their yard and shared their love 
of fine dining, travel, memo-

ries made with old 
and new friends, and 
summer days spent 
with their children 
and grandchildren on 
the beautiful beaches 
of Dennis.

In addition to 
his loving wife, he is 
survived and will be 
sorely missed by his 

son Lawrence Ricci, Jr. of South 
Dennis, MA; his daughter Lori 
Kolensky and her husband Rich 
of Suffield, CT; his son Gary 
Ricci and his wife Jane of Brim-
field, MA; his daughter Nicole 
Stonehouse and her husband 
Jerry of Cohasset, MA; and his 
6 grandchildren: Mathieu Ko-
lensky and wife Kayla; Michael 
Kolensky; Vanessa and Alyssa 
Ricci; Jackson and Callahan 
Stonehouse. 

Family and friends are in-
vited to pay their respects on 
Friday, December 1 from 10:30 
to 11:30 AM at Doane, Beal 
& Ames Funeral Home, 729 
Rt. 134 in South Dennis, fol-
lowed by a Mass of Christian 
Burial at 12 noon at St. Pius 
X Church in South Yarmouth. 
In lieu of flowers, donations in 
his memory can be made to the 
Palmer Public Library, 1455 
North Main St., Palmer, MA or 
Shriner’s Hospital, 516 Carew 
St., Springfield, MA. To share a 
memory or online condolence, 
please visit  www.doanebeala-
mesdennis.com

Lawrence Richard Ricci

Police/Fire
  Police Logs

  Fire Logs

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, 

date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, which allows families 

to publish extended death notice information of their own choice and 
may include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries should 
be submitted through a funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your 
Professional And Educational Goals

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at 
the Palmer Public 
Library, here to 
help you meet your 
educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

Contact Us
For More Information

413-283-2329
email: info@topfloorlearning.org

TUTORS 
NEEDED

For English Language Learners, 
HiSet Tutors:

English, Writing & Math

TUTORING AVAILABLE –
Meet your professional 
& educational needs.

English Language learning, 
HiSet preparation, 
Resume writing.

Call to ask about our next 
Computer Security class

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

Palmer 
The Palmer Police Department 

reported 426 incidents on its logs 
for Nov. 7- Nov. 13.

Nov. 7
At 6:14 a.m. police responded 

to an accident with property dam-
age on Palmer Street.

At 11:13 a.m. police responded 
to an accident with personal injury 
at the corner of Shearer Street and 
N. Main Street.

Nov. 8
At 5:41 a.m. police responded 

to an accident involving personal 
injury on Ware Street. 

At 6:54 a.m. police responded 
to an accident involving property 
damage on Park Street. 

At 11:45 a.m. police received 
sex offender registration.

At 7:02 p.m. police pulled over 
and arrested Zachary Noah Mercier, 
25, of 182 River St., Belchortown, 
on charges of no inspection sticker, 
marked lanes violation, failure to 
stop for police, negligent operation 
of a motor vehicle, motor vehicle 
lights violation, speeding at a rate 
that was greater than was reason-
able and proper, reckless endanger-
ment of a child, disorderly conduct 

and wanton destruction of property. 

Nov. 9
At 11:47 a.m. police arrest-

ed Emma J. Englement, 35, of 11 
Knox St., Palmer on a warrant. 

At 6:25 p.m. police responded 
to an accident and gave summons 
to Ryan John Baronian, 27, of 56 
Scott Ave., Chicopee, for OUI-li-
quor, negligent operation of a motor 
vehicle and marked lanes violation. 

At 8:20 a.m. police responded 
to an accident on Ware Street in-
volving personal injury. 

 Nov. 10
At 10:19 a.m. police arrested 

Byron D. Fonville, 61, of 314 Old 
Warren Road, Palmer, on charges of 
resisting arrest and OUI liquor. 

11:52 a.m. police arrested Jus-
tin Robert Hanecak, 42, of 21 Ains 
Manor Road, Bondsville, on a war-
rant. 

Nov. 11
At 11:09 a.m. police arrested 

Steven Arthur Lindberg, 42, of 23 
Faragon Ave., Palmer, on charges of 
OUI liquor second offense and pos-
session of a class A substance. 

At 4:51 p.m. police gave a 
summons to Cory T. Costigan, 46, 

of 1058 Pleasant St., Palmer, for 
uninsured motor vehicle and unreg-
istered motor vehicle. 

5:19 p.m. police responded to 
an accident on Thorndike Street 
gave summons to Corydon Curtis 
Rugg, 57, of 1117 Ware St., Thorn-
dike, for leaving the scene of prop-
erty damage, unlicensed operation 
of a motor vehicle, unregistered 
motor vehicle and no inspection 
sticker. 

Nov. 13
At 9:42 a.m. police responded 

to an accident on Thorndike Street 
involving property damage. 

At 2:54 p.m. police responded 
to an accident on Ware Street with 
property damage. 

At 3:51 p.m. police responded 
to an accident on Central Street that 
was a hit and run. 

At 10:16 p.m. police pulled 
over and arrested Aleysha Denisse 
Ortiz Santiago, 21, of 34 Bartlett 
St., Springfield on charges of unli-
censed operation of a motor vehi-
cle, number plate violation to con-
ceal ID, uninsured motor vehicle, 
unregistered motor vehicle, Misc. 
violation of bylaw and receiving 
stolen property.  

Bondsville
For the period Nov. 7- Nov. 13, Bondsville fire re-

sponded to 3 calls.

On Saturday, Nov. 11 at 12:02 a.m., the department 
responded mutual aid to Belchertown Fire Headquar-
ters for station coverage. 

On Saturday, Nov. 11 at 12:26 a.m.,  from station 
coverage in Belchertown, the department responded to 
Poole Road in Belchertown for a structure fire.  The de-
partment returned to service at 2:35 a.m.

On Sunday, Nov. 12 at 6:15 p.m., the department 
responded to Pine Street for a medical assistance.  The 
department returned to service at 6:35 p.m.

November is National 
Diabetes Month 

 
SPRINGFIELD -- Newer 

drugs, easier glucose monitor-
ing,  focusing on a healthy  life-
style  and a coordinated ap-
proach  working with your health 
care team is resulting in better out-
comes for diabetes patients. 

According to Dr.  Cecilia A. 
Lozier,  chief,  Division of Endo-
crine and Diabetes  at Baystate 
Health, managing diabetes takes a 
team to help you identify the right 
tools to live well with diabetes. 
Often this includes a primary care 
provider or diabetes specialist who 
helps match the right medications 
to your needs, and a registered 
dietitian, or certified diabetes ed-
ucator who assists  patients in un-
derstanding the way diabetes  im-
pacts  their lives  while guiding 
them  to make  small,  but power-
ful,  progressive steps towards a 
healthy lifestyle.  

“A diabetes diagnosis most 
often begins with your primary 
care provider who will then work 
with you to manage your diabetes 
over your lifetime through match-
ing the right medication to your 
body’s needs to keep you healthy 
and maintain your blood sugars at 
a safe level,” said Lozier.  “They 
will also provide you preventa-
tive care by monitoring  the other 
parts of the body most impacted 
by diabetes  complications  includ-
ing your eyes, heart, kidneys  and 
feet. Maintaining good blood sug-
ar values while monitoring for and 
responding to a complication of 
diabetes  should it occur is key to 
living a long, healthy life with di-
abetes.” 

Diabetes educators, who are 
nurses or other healthcare profes-
sionals trained in diabetes care and 
education, are an essential part of 
the health care team. 

“There is a lot to learn fol-
lowing a diagnosis of diabetes and 
diabetes educators provide pa-
tients  with comprehensive educa-

tion. They guide diabetes patients 
on  adopting a healthy  lifestyle 
and personalize their diet and ex-
ercise plan. They can advise  you 
on monitoring  your blood sugar 
and how to respond to your num-
bers. And, they can look over your 
blood sugar patterns and help you 
learn to recognize how food and 
other things influence your sug-
ars,” said Lozier. 

Primary care providers can 
also refer their patients  to a dia-
betes and endocrinology specialist 
like Lozier in more complex cases. 

“At Baystate Endocrine and 
Diabetes, we see about 10% of 
the  patients  in the area with di-
abetes. Often our patients have 
complex needs or have difficul-
ty controlling their  diabetes. Our 
role is to work with them  to sta-
bilize their diabetes while ensur-
ing they  get the comprehensive 
education needed  to better under-
stand their  diabetes. Once this is 
achieved, we transition their  care 
back to their primary care provider 
to continue monitoring and evalu-
ating their diabetes,” she said. 

Diabetes is a chronic disease 
that happens when your blood glu-
cose, also called blood sugar, is too 
high. The pancreas makes insulin, 
which is a hormone that helps glu-
cose get into your cells to be used 
for energy. But when your body 
doesn’t make enough-or any-insu-
lin (type 1 diabetes), or doesn’t use 
insulin well (type 2 diabetes), then 
glucose then stays in your blood 
and can cause health problems. 

Symptoms of diabetes in-
clude frequent urination and thirst, 
extreme hunger, unusual weight 
loss, extreme fatigue and irritabili-
ty. Those with uncontrolled diabe-
tes may have frequent infections, 
blurred vision, cuts and bruises 
that are slow to heal, tingling/
numbness in the hands or feet, and 
recurring skin, gum or bladder in-
fections. 

November is National Diabe-
tes Month and its theme - “Take 
Charge of Tomorrow” - focuses 
on taking action to prevent diabe-
tes-related complications such as 

heart disease, stroke, blindness, 
kidney damage and limb amputa-
tions.  

 
Newer ways to monitor blood 

sugar, called continuous glucose 
monitoring which do not require 
pricking the finger for a blood 
sample, a deterrent for many, are 
helping people with type 1 and 
type 2 diabetes to “take charge.” 

Continuous glucose mon-
itors  - including the Dexcom 
G7  and Abbott Freestyle Libre 
3  -are  sensor-based systems that 
continuously provide  glucose 
readings day and night. Dr. Lozier 
and her colleagues have a lot of ex-
perience helping patients with dia-
betes by starting them on a contin-
uous glucose monitoring system. 

“The benefit of this technol-
ogy is twofold. First, it is a pain-
less system and the bar to see what 
your sugar is becomes quite low in 
doing so.  Secondly, and most im-
portantly, you can see how your 
sugars respond to different foods 
or conditions. I had a patient tell 
me recently how the sensor she 
was wearing helped her attain ex-
cellent sugar values by seeing how 
her body responded to different 
foods and by using that feedback 
to drive lifestyle changes,” said Dr. 
Lozier.  

There have been new diabe-
tes medications coming to market 
recently which target not only im-
provement in your blood sugars, 
but also protect the heart and the 
kidney from the long-term impact 
of diabetes. These medications in-
clude the GLP1 agonists and the 
SGLT 2 Inhibitors.  

Non-insulin injectable medi-
cations including Ozempic, Trulic-
ity, and Victoza belong to the GLP-
1 agonists medication class  and 
they have  been growing in popu-
larity over the last few years de-
signed  for people with type 2 di-
abetes. Victoza is a daily injection 
while Ozempic and Trulicity are 
weekly injections designed to trig-
ger insulin release, block sugar 
production in your liver, and slow 
the metabolism and absorption of 

sugar from your gut making you 
feel full. Commonly, these medi-
cations have the additional benefit 
of aiding in modest weight loss.   

SGLT-2 inhibitor medications 
are pills which you take daily. 
These pills help the kidneys re-
lease sugar into the urine and out 
of the body. They are used for 
people with type 2 diabetes, but 
because of their powerful benefits 
on the kidney and heart, they have 
been studied for and are helping 
patients with kidney failure and 
heart failure without diabetes stay 
out of the hospital and slow their 
disease progression.    

Mounjaro, similar to  GLP-
1 agonists,  is a more recent drug 
in the class GLP-1/GIP ago-
nists. It’s the first medication avail-
able in the United States that acti-
vates both the GLP-1 receptor and 
the glucose-dependent insulinotro-
pic peptide (GIP) receptors.  

“Mounjaro  is a new medica-
tion ,so we are still learning about 
it, but it appears to be a powerful 
aid in management of blood sug-
ars and weight loss,” said Lozier.    

She noted there  are many 
tools available to help you on your 
journey with diabetes to 

“Take Charge of Tomorrow. 
“Get connected with a team 

of health care professionals. Most 
importantly, actively engage with 
your primary care provider to be 
on top of monitoring your diabetes 
and establishing  a  smart  medica-
tion regimen suited for you. Es-
tablish a relationship with a dia-
betes educator  to understand how 
to live  a long happy and healthy 
life with diabetes. Get set up with 
a continuous glucose monitor  to 
receive  and respond to feedback 
from your body to make health 
choices. You can do this,” Lozier 
said. 

For more information on Bay-
state Health, visit  baystatehealth.
org, and for assistance  in finding 
a primary care provider if you do 
not have one, click on “find a pro-
vider” on the front page then enter 
primary care. 

Learn how to take charge
of your diabetes with healthcare team



November 23, 2023    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTERPAGE 10

Now Hiring – Direct Support Professionals
$21 an hour and a set schedule (Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.)!  

Join our team and work in a GREAT environment – 
helping people with developmental disabilities live their best life.  

You CAN make a difference – and earn $21 an hour starting November 12th.  
WE OFFER VERY COMPETITIVE BENEFITS – 

including 11 paid holidays and a $1,000 bonus after 90 days. 
 DSP openings in our Chicopee, Agawam and Three Rivers sites. 

Visit www.sunshine.us or call us at 413/592-6142 Ext 1109.
 AA/EOE. Sunshine Village is a great place to work!

Come Join Our Team!

Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

ESTATE SALE
NOVEMBER 24-25-26. 

9AM-4PM. 
51 BRIDLE ROAD, LUDLOW

Furniture, artwork, antique items and 
more. Indoors and outdoors.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
BALED HAY FOR SALE. Call 413-
323-7120.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE-
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace-
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-
rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster 
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. 
Free estimates. Fully Insured.  Call 
Brad Forbes at B>413-887-1987.

RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver-
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323-
6858.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exterior 
and drywall repair. Resident expoxy 
flooring. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and in-
sured. Call WE DO today for a free es-
timate ask for Mac (413)344-6883

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

FOR RENT
WEST WARREN: 1 BR., off street 
parking, first and last required. 774-
922-0529.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES HELP WANTED REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

PAID ON-THE-JOB 
HOME HEALTH AIDE 

TRAINING.
Earn $2000 once you complete 
our Certified Home Health Aide 
115-hour Training Program. $300 
Sign on Bonus also available! 
Call Excel Nursing Services 

413-583-8900. EOE.
www.excelnursing

services.com

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

Advertise your home 
improvement services 

in our classifieds.
We get results!

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

Support the local
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you saw
their ad in the

Journal Register

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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Job Opening
Town of Warren, MA

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
Full-Time Operator/Mechanic Position

The Town of Warren, Board of Sewer Commissioners is accepting Resumes and Cover 
Letters for its Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator/ Mechanic position. The pay scale 
ranges from $22.83 to $30.68/hour based on relative work experience, educational 
background, and professional licenses currently held. A generous benefit package is 
available including health insurance in which the Town pays 75% of the premium.

High School Graduate, preferably from a technical school: preferably 3 years’ experience 
as an operator and mechanic at a wastewater treatment plant or any equivalent 
combination of education and mechanical experience will be considered. Be able to 
obtain a Massachusetts Wastewater Treatment Plant License, Grade 4 or higher, within 
six months of hire. A Massachusetts Class D Driver’s License with a clean driving history 
is required. 

Please visit the Town’s website, www.warren-ma.gov for a complete position description. 
Resumes and Cover Letters will be accepted until the position is filled. Please send your 
resume and cover letter to the Town Administrator, Jim Ferrera, townadministrator@
warren-ma.gov.

Town of Warren is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE 
By virtue and in exe-

cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Heather 
M. Carson to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee 
for Residential Mortgage 
S e r v i c e s ,  I n c . ,  d a t e d 
September 24, 2018 and 
recorded in the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 22371, Page 553, 
of which mortgage the 
undersigned is the pres-
ent holder, by assignment 
from: Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
as mortgagee, as nominee 
for Residential Mortgage 
Services, Inc., its successors 
and assigns to Specialized 
Loan Servicing LLC, record-
ed on February 15, 2022, in 
Book No. 24405, at Page 
526 for breach of the condi-
tions of said mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclos-
ing, the same will be sold 
at Public Auction at 11:00 
AM on December 18, 2023, 
on the mortgaged premises 
located at 9 Amber Road, 
Holland, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, all and singu-
lar the premises described in 
said mortgage, 

TO WIT: 
The land in Holland, 

H a m p d e n  C o u n t y , 
Massachusetts, with the 
buildings thereon, situated on 
the southerly side of Amber 
Road, being Lots 2, 3, 4, 5 
and 33 on a Plan of Amber 
Park by Smith and Wallen, 
Engineers,  dated April 
1948 and recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book of Plans 27, 
Page 98, together bounded 
and described as follows: 

NORTHERLY by Amber 
Road, 350.67 feet; 

EASTERLY by Lot 1 on 
said plan, 90 feet; 

SOUTHERLY by Lots 9, 
8, 7 and 6 on said plan, 240 
feet; 

WESTERLY by Lot 32 
on said plan, 20 feet; 

SOUTHERLY by said 
Lot 32, 100 feet; and 

WESTERLY by Pleasant 
Street, 55 feet. 

Together with a right of 
way in common with oth-
ers to use all roads as laid 
out on said plan for purpos-
es of travel, and the right in 
common with others to use 
a fifty-foot right of way on 
Mashapaug Road beginning 
at a point 488 feet northeast 
of Amber Hill Brook for the 
purpose of getting to and 
from Hamilton Reservoir and 
to keep a boat at same. 

SUBJECT to restrictive 
covenants, conditions, ease-
ments, agreements and res-
ervations as set forth and as 
referenced in an instrument 
dated October 17, 2008 and 
recorded with the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 17522, Page 192, 
as the same may still be in 
force and applicable to locus. 
For mortgagor’s(s’) title see 
deed recorded with Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 22371, Page 551. 
These premises will be sold 
and conveyed subject to and 
with the benefit of all rights, 
rights of way, restrictions, 
easements, covenants, liens 
or claims in the nature of 
liens, improvements, pub-
lic assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax 
liens, water and sewer liens 
and any other municipal 
assessments or liens or exist-
ing encumbrances of record 
which are in force and are 
applicable, having priority 
over said mortgage, wheth-
er or not reference to such 
restrictions, easements, 
improvements, l iens or 
encumbrances is made in the 
deed. 

TERMS OF SALE: A 
deposit of Five Thousand 
($5,000.00) Dollars by cer-
tified or bank check will be 
required to be paid by the 
purchaser at the time and 
place of sale. The balance 
is to be paid by certified or 
bank check at Harmon Law 
Offices, P.C., 150 California 
St., Newton, Massachusetts 

02458, or by mail to P.O. 
Box  610389 ,  Newton 
Highlands, Massachusetts 
02461-0389, within thirty 
(30) days from the date of 
sale. Deed will be provided 
to purchaser for recording 
upon receipt in full of the 
purchase price. The descrip-
tion of the premises con-
tained in said mortgage shall 
control in the event of an 
error in this publication. 

Other terms, if any, to 
be announced at the sale. 

SPECIALIZED LOAN 
SERVICING LLC 

Present holder of said 
mortgage 

By its Attorneys, 
HARMON LAW 

OFFICES, P.C. 
150 California St. 

Newton, MA 02458 
(617)558-0500 

23341
11/16, 11/23, 11/30/2023

TOWN OF PALMER
TOWN COUNCIL

NOTICE OF PASSAGE
On November 13, 2023, 

the Palmer Town Council 
passed Ordinance 2023-2 Z. 
That the Code of Ordinances 
of the Town of Palmer, 
Chapter 171 Zoning, Article 
XXIV — Section 171-124 
— Marijuana Establishments 
and Registered Marijuana 
Dispensaries be amended 
to change the language of 
subsection E. “Limitation 
on Number of Marijuana 
Establishments and subsec-
tion G.(l)(b) “Special Permit 
Application Requirements.” 
A complete text of this 
amended ordinance is avail-
able at the office of the Town 
Manager and Town Clerk, 
4417 Main St., Palmer, MA 
01069. 

Town Council of Palmer, 
MA

November 13, 2023
11/23/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Public Notices

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

LAND COURT 
DEPARTMENT OF 

THE TRIAL COURT 
Docket 22 SM 003539 
ORDER OF NOTICE 
To: Mathew A. Tulloch 
and to all persons enti-

tled to the benefit of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 
(et seq): 

ALLIED FIRST BANK, 
SB DBA SERVBANK, 

claiming to have an inter-
est in a Mortgage covering 
real property in Palmer, num-
bered 3039 Pleasant Street, 
given by Matthew A. Tulloch 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for Mortgage 
Research Center, LLC dba 
Veterans United Home 
Loans, its successors and 
assigns, dated September 
16, 2019, and recorded in 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 22854, 
Page 351, and now held by 
plaintiff by assignment, has/
have filed with this court a 
complaint for determination 
of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status. If 
you now are, or recently have 
been, in the active military 
service of the United States 
of America, then you may be 
entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act. If you object to a fore-
closure of the above-men-
tioned property on that basis, 
then you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance and answer in this 
court at Three Pemberton 
Square, Boston, MA 02108 
on or before December 25, 
2023, or you may lose the 
opportunity to challenge the 
foreclosure on the ground of 
noncompliance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. 
PIPER, Chief Justice of this 
Court on November 9, 2023. 

Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
22-009322

11/23/2023

 Town of Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals

LEGAL NOTICE
In  accordance with M.G. 

L Chapter 40A the Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
will hold a Public Hearing, 
Thursday, December 7, 
2023 at 7:10 P.M. at the 
Monson Town Hall 110 Main 
St. Monson, Ma 01057 on 
the application of Francis 
Fijal for a Special Permit 
to construct a 2 story sin-
gle-family home with a 
garage in the basement level 
on a pre-existing non-con-
forming lot. The property 
is located at Hilltop Drive 
Map 75 and Parcel 71 and 
is zoned Rural Residential. 
A copy of the application 
is on file with the Zoning 
Board of Appeals and can be 
viewed during office hours 
by appointment. Advertised 
in Palmer Journal Register 
10/12/2023 & 10/19/2023. 
Re-advertised Palmer Journal 
Register: 11/02/2023 & 
11/09/2023, 11/23/2023 
& 11/30/2023. Case No: 
ZBA2023-09

Ronald Fussell, 
Vice Chairman

11/23, 11/30/2023

 Town of Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals

LEGAL NOTICE
In accordance M.G. L 

Chapter 40A the Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
will hold a Public Hearing, 
Thursday, December 7, 
2023, at 7:20 P.M. at the 
Monson Town Hall 110 
Main St. Monson, Ma 01057 
on the application of Jesse 
Griswold for a Special 
Permit as required by § 4.1 
and §4.2 of the Monson 
Zoning Bylaws.  The appli-
cant seeks to install a 12ft 
x 24 ft storage shed that is 
located within the Floodplain 
District and Water Supply 
Protection District. The prop-
erty is zoned Rural Village 
and located at 19 Chestnut 
Street, Map 113 and Parcel 
55. A copy of the application 
is on file in the Office of the 
Town Clerk, Zoning Board 
of Appeals and available for 
viewing during regular office 
hours. Advertised Palmer 
Journal Register 10/12/2023 
& 10/19/2023. Re-advertised 
Palmer Journal Register: 
11/02/2023 & 11/09/2023, 
11/23/2023 & 11/30/2023 
Case No: ZBA2023-10

Ronald Fussell, 
Vice Chairman

11/23, 11/30/2023

 Town of Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals

LEGAL NOTICE
In  accordance  wi th 

Chapter 40A M.G. L. §.11, 
the Monson Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a 
Public Hearing Thursday, 
December 7, 2023 at 7:00 
P.M. in the Select Board 
meeting room at the Town 
Administration Building, 
110 Main Street on the 
application of Bradford 
Medeiros 149 Bumstead 
Road, Monson, MA for a 
special permit as provided by 
§6.6 Earth Removal of the 
Monson Zoning Bylaws to 
conduct an Earth Removal 
operation. The property is 
zoned Industrial and locat-
ed on Bliss Street, Map 116, 
Parcel 055. A copy of the 
application is on file in the 
Office of the Town Clerk, 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
and is available for view-
ing during regular office 
hours. Advertised in Palmer 
Journal Register 10/12/2023 
& 10/19/2023. Re-advertised 
Palmer Journal Register: 
11/02/2023 & 11/09/2023, 
11/23/2023 & 11/30/2023. 
Case No: ZBA2023-09

Ronald Fussell, 
Vice Chairman

11/23, 11/30/2023

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
The Journal Register encourag-

es readers to contact event coordina-
tors and organizers for updated event 
times. Have an event to promote? 
Email the information (in sentence 
form and as a Word doc or plain 
email text – no PDFs or flyers, please 
– to pressreleases@turley.com.

COMING SOON
KEEP WARM DRIVE - The an-

nual warm clothing drive is to benefit 
children in the local area.The greatest 
need is for new or gently used chil-
dren’s coats, hats, mittens/gloves and 
snow pants. All donations are appre-
ciated.  Please bring donations to the 
Three Rivers Fire Station and place 
in the collection box. Donations ac-
cepted through Dec. 3.   This annual 
drive is sponsored by the Three Riv-
ers Firefighters Association - Ladies 
Auxiliary.

 
A CHRISTMAS DINNER 

AND CONCERT featuring David 
Neill’s Fanfare Brass will be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 2, at the First Church 
of Monson, 5 High St.   The dinner 
will begin at 5 p.m. with the concert 
following at 7 p.m.  The cost of the 
dinner and concert is $20; concert 
only, $5.  The menu is:  Meat or Veg-
etarian Chili; cornbread; salad; and 
dessert.   For reservations, call Gail 
at 413-267-4818.   The deadline for 
reservations is Nov. 29.   Proceeds 
will support the First Church music 
program as well as the Eva Farr Or-
gan fund.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
WITH SANTA AND MRS. CLAUS 
on Sunday, Dec. 10, from 8 to 11 
a.m., at the Three Rivers Fire Sta-
tion, 50 Springfield St., Adults - $7, 
Children 4-12 years - $4, Under 4 – 
free, hosted by the Three Rivers Fire 
Fighters Association Ladies Auxilia-
ry.

  JIMMY FUND WALK: Reg-
istration is now open for the 2023 

Boston Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk 
Scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 1. Pro-
ceeds from the event support all 
forms of adult and pediatric patient 
care and cancer research at one of the 
nation’s premier cancer centers, Da-
na-Farber Cancer Institute. All four 
routes will culminate at the Jimmy 
Fund Walk Finish Line in the Fen-
way neighborhood. If walkers want 
to participate a bit closer to home, 
the Jimmy Fund Walk has flexible 
opportunities, including virtually. 
Register as an individual walker, 
team member or start a team at Jim-
myFundWalk.org or by calling 866-
531-9255. 

INTERESTS 
CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 

2-4 p.m. daily at the Holland Public 
Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn 
or practice different crafts. There 
are new crafts every Wednesday. 
For more information, call 413-245-
3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSE-
UM: Located at 35 Ely Rd., Mon-
son, nature trails are open daily until 
dusk for hiking, snowshoeing and 
cross-country skiing. Trail maps 
can be found in the parking lot. The 
Phillips Sculpture Garden is open 
year-round (handouts in box on one 
of the signposts). For more informa-
tion call 413-267-4137, email khm@
keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit 
keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUIL-
TERS GUILD: Members meet at 1 
p.m. on the first and third Thursdays 
of the month in the Amvets post at 
2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The 
Guild is a no-pressure group with 
varying degrees of accomplishments, 
from novice to Big E “Best In Show” 
winners. Dues are $55 a year. For 
more information, contact Barba-
ra Beaulieu at 267-4044 or Merry 
Mombourquette at 283-7577. Follow 
them on Facebook for more.

ONGOING
BINGO IS BACK at Amvets 

Post 74, 2150 Main St., Three Riv-
ers, on Mondays. The kitchen opens 
at 4:30 p.m. Early Bird starts at 6:25 
p.m. Call the Post at 413-283-4518 
for further information.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 
p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30 p.m., every 
Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 
7 Bliss St, Monson. Rose’s line danc-
ing classes include absolute begin-
ners and beginners, and participants 
get to dance to all types of music. 
$10 per class. Please wear comfort-
able footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the 
second Tuesday of every month at 
Top Floor Learning (third floor of the 
Palmer Library at 1455 N. Main St.). 
Free and open to the public. Play 
available board and card games or 
bring your own. Must be 16 or older 
unless accompanied by an adult. No 

Registration Required – just show 
up! Questions? Call 283-2329, or 
283-3691, or email palewis19@ya-
hoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER 
OPEN FOR WINTER SEASON: 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. 
The center is located on Rt 116, at 
the center of the Holyoke Range 
State Park. DCR Interpretive staff 
will be available for visitors. Coming 
in January, programs will also be of-
fered to highlight the Range’s special 
nature in winter, see the park web 
site for details. 

QI GONG: 6 p.m., every Tues-
day night at Memorial Hall with 
Randy Emerson. Free, no registra-
tion. Presented by Monson Parks & 
Rec and the Monson Free Library, 

Calendar of Events
E-mail items to mharrison@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

questions about contamination of the 
buildings and site.”

Hardwick resident Stephen Gran-
lund said based on the reaction of peo-
ple at the September forum, most did 
not know about possible contamination 
from medical waste on the site.

“Human tissue was incinerated 
and dumped out in the field…the town 
should never take the property,” Gran-
lund said. 

President and CEO of Westmass 
Area Development Corporation Jeff 
Daley said Atlas Engineering will be 
taking core samples of the soil start-
ing next week for phase two of the site 
assessment. They will be testing the 
whole campus.

Soil samples will be tested with re-
sults available in December.

Daley said every building in the 
hospital complex is “loaded with asbes-
tos.” 

“Any reuse of any building, it 
would need significant upgrades…I 
was surprised Davis was a loaded as it 
was. It has pages and pages [of asbes-
tos findings],” he said. “Every window, 
wall, ceiling, has asbestos.”

Abating this asbestos would cost 
millions of dollars, he said. 

Daley stressed the need for the 
site to be clean in order to take title to 
it for redevelopment. He said it has to 
be clean before his organization would 
even consider the possibility. 

“I’m not taking title of a dirty 
property…I’m not taking 24 acres with 
liability on it,” Daley said. “Nobody is 
going to take that.”

Deed restrictions
Daley said in meeting with Bay-

state Health earlier that same day, he 
told them in order for Westmass Area 
Development Corporation to take over 
the property, it cannot have any deed 
restrictions placed on it.

Knapik said there are no deed re-
strictions on the property, and he said 
he has never heard anything internally 
at Baystate Health suggesting a restric-
tion be placed on the deed, to prevent 
other medical/health care facilities 
from reusing the site.

Residents at the meeting said hear-
ing this information was “reassuring.” 

Knapik said he was not aware of 
any health care facility that was inter-
ested in the site, and Daley said larger 
facilities from Boston and Connecticut, 
aren’t coming to Ware.

Daley encouraged anyone who had 
ideas about a medical/health care facil-
ity interested in the site, to contact him.

“There’s not likely a business that 
does medical,” Daley said. “There’s not 
a market for it in Ware.”

Town Manager Stuart Beckley said 
any offers for the town to take title of 
the property are “not on the table.”

Gilbert Trust
Knapik said the monies from the 

Gilbert Trust are held by Baystate 
Health Foundation and that these mon-
ies “will continue to stay on behalf of 
Mary Lane Hospital.” He said Baystate 
Health will continue to keep the money 
in “spirit of the trust.”

“We certainly understand our fidu-
ciary responsibility,” Knapik said. “We 
look forward to sharing that informa-
tion with folks.”

Building reuses
Daley said in addition to asbestos, 

the buildings on the site pose other chal-
lenges for redevelopment, including 
having the HVAC system and utilities 
connect from one building to the next, 
instead of having separate systems.

“Any time you take our any build-
ing in front, you’d have to run it all 
back again,” he said, which would be 
very expensive. 

The MOB building in the back is 
the only building with its own separate 
propane supply, and could be the easi-
est to disconnect because of this.

Daley said the easiest decision 
about the buildings on the site would be 
to remove all of them and start fresh, 
but it’s not something he takes lightly 
or would like to do.

“I haven’t convinced myself to do 
that yet,” he said. But, “right now, I 
don’t have enough data to say it’s worth 
saving buildings.”

He said they are looking at three 
different options with the easiest be-
ing demolition. The other two options 
include saving certain buildings on the 
site or a combination of buildings.

Daley warned that empty buildings 
pose both a health and safety hazard. 

He talked about the Davis build-
ing, which was built on the site in 1972, 
which he described as a “very solid” 
80,000 square foot building that would 
cost millions of dollars just to clean up. 

“The place has to be completely 
stripped and cleaned…nobody’s go-
ing to take that building. We know that 
market, and know it very well.”

Daley said his organization is not 
earning a profit from the redevelopment 
of the site, but rather any money earned 
by the redevelopment of the Mary Lane 
Hospital site will be rolled into another 
redevelopment project. 

Daley explained the Westmass 
Area Development Corporation was 
founded in the 1960s by the common-
wealth as a not-for-profit economic and 
real estate development firm and its 
mission is to develop and manage ex-
ceptional properties.

“We help communities that don’t 
have the staff for their own projects,” 
Daley said. “Our mission is to make 
sure the town is comfortable with what 
we do. We’re going to do the right thing 
for Ware.”

HOSPITAL  ❙  from page 6
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90 Avocado Street, Springfield
413-737-1288 • www.90meat.com

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK LOIN END CHOPS .....

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

MARINATED CENTER CUT 
BONELESS PORK LOIN ......

USDA INSP. $129
lb

$199

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WINNISIMMET SLOW 
SMOKED BACON 2 LB .........$399

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PARTY WINGS
PASTURE RAISED 4 PAK .............
USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

SPLIT BREAST 
CHICKEN 20-24 LB ....................

3 DAY SALE3 DAY SALE - NOV. 27, 28, 29- NOV. 27, 28, 29

USDA INSP FRESH

CHICKEN 
DRUMSTICKS 10LB BAG .............

69¢
lb

BEEF 
CHUCK ROAST

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF STRIPLOIN

55¢

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CENTERVILLE PIE CO. 
BUFFALO MINIS 9 OZ BOX ....
USDA INSP. FULLY COOKED

BREADED HONEY 
CHICKEN WINGS .............

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP 
31/40 CT 2 LB ...................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

RIBEYE ROAST

99¢
lb

$399
lb

$555
lb

$799
lb

BUY NOW FOR CHRISTMAS!

We reserve the right  to limit quantities.

lb

$799

lb
$199

$699

In Loving Memory of Kelly Waldron & Kathy Waldron Perry

GOLD SPONSOR

griffinsfriends.com

Town of Monson ~ Gifts Fund

PLATINUM 
SPONSOR

Thank You to Our Volunteers, Donors, 
Food Crew & Runners

Our History & Mission
The first Monson Memorial Classic road race took place on November 

16, 1996. The spirit of this race is a perpetual memory of two 
wonderful sisters who lost their battles with cancer less than eight 
months apart. Kelly Waldron succumbed to breast, bone, and liver 

cancer at the age of 36. Her sister, Kathy Waldron Perry, lost her fight 
with melanoma at age 34. She left her husband Jack and young sons, 

Jesse and Jeremie. Both sisters left behind their parents, Faye and 
Ted Waldron, and a sister, Kim Maher. The Monson Memorial Classic 
honors the beauty of Kelly and Kathy’s memory and the tragic loss of 

these two wonderful women and the sorrow felt by all who knew them 
are the legacy of the devastating disease of cancer.

SPONSORS
PLATINUM 

Town of Monson Gifts Fund 

GOLD 
Monson Savings Bank

SILVER 
Tree House Brewing Company

PATRON 
CR Levesque Trucking
H&L Tassinari Builders

The Better Bean 
Bob McCurry 

Hair It Is 
Hawk Woodworking

Richard Greene Insurance 
Lombard Funeral Home

S & K Lawn Care 
Tully Manufacturing 

Viant Medical
Cooks Orchard

Westview Farm Creamery 
Sunsetview Farm Camping Area

Special Thanks
Monson Arts Council 

MYMONSON.ORG

SILVER SPONSOR

Special Thanks
MUSICIANS

Nicole Ouimet-Anthem
Steve Cleary

Quaboag Highlanders

VOLUNTEER EVENT 
COORDINATION TEAM

Rich Ladew
Lee Williams 
John Cote 

Tera Gordon 
Shala Perry Moore 

Jack Perry 
Steve Slozak 

Tim and Christine Dunn

Griffin’s Friends 
Charity Partner

FOOD CREW / DONORS
Shelly Lachance

Shala Perry Moore
Hope Bodwell
Jaiyme Kelley

New England Runner 
(nerunner.com) 

RACE PERSONNEL
4RUN3 Water Stop Angels

Jaiyme Kelley
Kimberley Perron-Burke

Christine Witschi
Griffin’s Friends 
Frank Gustafson 
Jaimye Kelley 
Glenn Perry 

Jack & Michelle Perry 
Jeremie Perry 
Jesse Perry 
Fran Nothe

Tara & Terry Slozak
 Fran Nothe

Doug Thoreau 

Special Thanks to Our Generous Sponsors!

The 27th Annual 
Monson Memorial Classic was 

held on November 12, 2023

Commander Carl Santos thanked King 
and all the volunteers for organizing the 
event. 

“I’ve been overseas,” said Santos. 
“When you sign up for that four year 
deal, you don’t know if you’re going to 

be out, or if you’re going to be shipped 
out. These young men and women 
who’ve been shipped out need our sup-
port.”

Another veteran shared his expe-
rience of being away from home and 

spending the holidays away while serv-
ing.

“As a veteran serving from overseas, 
it’s a difficult thing,” said the veteran. 
“You don’t have support from your fam-
ily close by so when you receive some-

thing it is 
amazing. 
It really 
is.” 

H e 
a d d e d 
“ t h i s 
matters. 
Without 
that sup-
port, the 
service-
men are 
alone.” 

King thanked the committee and 
volunteers for decorating the venue in 
advance, and recognized the Polish Club 
for allowing them to host the event. 

She credited the Girl Scout pack for 
taking the time to decorate the inside of 
the care package boxes with construction 
paper and festive designs.

“It takes a lot,” said King. “It’s real-
ly a community effort.” 

She said the committee resolved to 
form a distinguished list of donors who 
went far above and beyond to support the 
cause.

Monson Savings Bank has contin-
ued to offer their ongoing support by 
paying to ship the packages out, year 
after year. 

King shared a prayer with those in 
attendance asking for the service mem-
bers to be protected “as they protect us.”  

MILITARY  ❙  from page 1

Memphis Rocketfield and Rick Bruneau are shown 
taping a military care package to honor and support 
service members who are not able to make it home for 
the holidays.

Vicki Finnegan holds a package she stuffed for her son, 
Shane, who is serving the U.S Army/ National Guard, 
Black Hawks in Iraq.

Mike Turgeon and Maddie Rooney volunteer to help 
tape and pack boxes for the servicemen and women 
who will be receiving them.  

Lyn Desrochers packs a care package for a relative, U.S 
Navy serviceman Raymond Chevalier. 

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Dori Dagenais and Rick Matzko share a photo while 
stuffing a care package for Matzko’s daughter, Hannah 
Matzko. 

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.


