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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Local and 
regional officials gathered 
Friday afternoon as Senator 
Jake Oliveira presented the 
Mill Towns Regional Ani-
mal Control (MTRAC) with 
a ceremonial $75,000 check 
to celebrate the completion 
and launch of the depart-
ment’s new animal control 
vehicle; one made possible 
through an earmark secured 

by Oliveira in the FY25 
state budget.

The presentation took 
place outside the Mill Towns 
Regional Animal Con-
trol Facility at 125 Palmer 
Road, where staff, legisla-
tors, and community stake-
holders toured the building, 
viewed the upgraded equip-
ment, and spoke about the 
importance of regional part-
nerships in animal welfare. 
MTRAC serves the towns of 
Palmer, Ware, Monson, and 

Brimfield.
Public Health Direc-

tor and Regional Animal 
Control Supervisor Nicole 
Gauthier opened the cer-
emony by thanking those 
who helped make the new 
vehicle possible.

“I can’t say it’s been 
easy, but I can say it has been 
an absolute honor to support 
the facility, our team, and 
all the towns in our region,” 
Gauthier said. “This beau-
tiful vehicle is going to go 

a long way to making sure 
that we can arrive safely, 
compassionately, and effi-
ciently when we respond in 
our communities.”

The new vehicle is al-
ready fully equipped and 
in service. It contains two 
large rear-access cages de-
signed primarily for large-
breed dogs, with additional 
space for traps or cat crates 
as needed.

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The halls 
of St. Christopher’s Parish 
were bustling on Saturday as 
the annual Christmas Craft 
Fair returned for its more than 
50th year, bringing with it an 
unbroken legacy of handmade 
goods, hometown cooking, 
and a deep sense of communi-
ty connection.

The all-day fair, held 
Nov. 22 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
is one of the parish’s most sig-
nificant fundraisers, organized 
each year by the St. Christo-
pher’s Women’s Club. Club 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – The Palm-
er School Committee moved 
through an extensive agenda 
on Nov. 19 that celebrated 
student accomplishments, re-
viewed more than $1 million 
in federal grant funding, and 
addressed significant findings 
uncovered during an internal 
audit of student activity ac-
counts.

Student Representative 
Reports

Old Mill Pond School 
Assistant Principal Kerry 
Lynch introduced the newly 
selected 2025-2026 Student 
Council representatives, de-
scribing a detailed and equi-
table selection process that 
requires multi-question ap-
plications and two adult ref-
erences. Lynch explained that 
all applications are redacted 
prior to review “and chosen 
by what we feel would be 
the best fit in the OMP ini-
tiatives.” Representatives in 
grades five and six were wel-
comed by the committee and 
applauded by families in at-
tendance.

OMP student representa-
tives Jace Barnes and Adriana 
Broder offered a lively update 
on school happenings. They 
described the school’s newly 
adopted Vermont calf named 

Funds presented 
to animal control 
for new vehicle

PALMER MONSON

Craft fair 
celebrates 
more than 
50 years 
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Above, the team presented and collected the check for the 
Mill Town Animal Control facility. Left, Senator Jake Oliveira 
puts himself voluntarily into a dog cage, other Reps. jokingly 
asked to lock him in.
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The Mon-
son Free Library opened its 
doors wide this week for a 
lively celebration honoring 
the 35th anniversary of its 
“new” wing; a milestone that 
brought together longtime 
patrons, supporters, volun-
teers, and staff to reflect on 
the history, growth, and en-
during impact of the institu-
tion.

The event, held as an 
open-house style celebration, 
featured historic displays, 
multigenerational activities, 
and the kind of community 
warmth that has long defined 
the library at 2 High Street.

Library Director Hope 
Bodwell said the goal was 
simply to bring people to-

Library marks anniversary 
by opening new wing

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.om

MONSON – The aro-
ma of simmering chowders, 
bisques, and homemade 
broths filled TJ’s Tavern on 
Sunday afternoon as the lo-
cal pub hosted its fifth annual 
Soup Cook-Off; an increas-
ingly beloved Monson tradi-
tion that mixes friendly culi-
nary competition with a full 
slate of charitable causes.

The event, organized by 
tavern owner Deborah Law-
rence and her family, drew 
a steady crowd of residents 
eager to taste a wide variety 
of homemade soups, enjoy 
raffles and baked goods, and 
support several community 
initiatives during what Law-
rence described as “a multi-
tiered charity day.”

Though the cook-off 
typically occurs on a Satur-
day, organizers shifted this 
year’s event to Sunday; a 
change that gave families a 
chance to sample soups while 

watching football on the tav-
ern’s screens. “Now the guys 
can watch the game and still 
come out,” Lawrence joked.

While the cook-off itself 
serves as the centerpiece, the 
day features far more than 
simmering stockpots.

Participants filled a 
Toys for Tots donation box, 
which is normally collected 

in person by visiting Ma-
rines. “They couldn’t make 
it this year, but the box still 
gets filled,” Lawrence said. 

Soup cook-off helps out charities
MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The Mon-
son Select Board met Mon-
day, Nov. 17, for a wide-rang-
ing session that highlighted 
escalating food insecurity in 
town, the future of Memorial 
Hall’s rental policies, criti-
cal vacancies on the Zoning 
Board of Appeals, and a de-
tailed Fiscal Year 2026 tax 

classification hearing. The 
meeting also included up-
dates on long-running com-
munity projects, contract 
approvals, and upcoming 
holiday events.

Public comment opened 
with a sobering report on 
food insecurity from resident 
and moderator Peter Matrow, 
who said the need for as-
sistance has grown sharply 
across Monson. “It’s been 

reported that 22% of the peo-
ple in Monson are in need 
of food, sustenance…SNAP 
and whatnot,” he told the 
Board. “Since October we 
have served over 94 families 
and there’s a lot more fami-
lies to go.” Matrow thanked 
residents for their donations 
to both the Monson Open 
Pantry at First Church and 
the Monson Community 
Cupboard at 24 Green Street. 

The Cupboard is open Tues-
days from 3 to 7 p.m., Fri-
days from 12 noon to 4 p.m., 
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m., with a 24/7 outdoor 
drop-off box for non-perish-
ables.

Matrow also reminded 
residents of the annual chime 
and handbell concert sched-
uled for Dec. 7 at 3 p.m. at St. 
Patrick’s. “It’ll be at St. Pat-
rick’s at 3 p.m. The bell choir 

has told me that we have 24 
ringers,” he said of the free 
community performance.

Resident Roxanne Gun-
ther used public comment to 
address what she described 
as false accusations that she 
had illegally recorded a pre-
vious meeting. “The witch 
hunt is getting really ridicu-
lous,” she said, emphasizing 
that a private citizen cannot 
violate the Open Meeting 

Law and that she would have 
notified the chair if she had 
been recording.

The Board also heard an 
update from Valerie Bogaz 
Bowdoin on the Replanting 
Monson Tree Committee’s 
ongoing American chestnut 
restoration project at Flint 
Park. Volunteers from Liber-
ty Mutual assisted this year 

Monson Select Board keeps single tax rate for Fiscal Year 2026
MONSON
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Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

Liam Kelley, age 4, signing the giant card for the wing’s 35th 
‘birthday’.

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

Deborah Lawrence serves herself some corn chowder.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Artist Susan Lelos, of Rhode 
Island, displays her hand-
made sea glass creations.

Awards 
given to 
students
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

BRIMFIELD – Area 
residents marked National 
Hiking Day on Nov 17 with 
a guided trek through one of 
Opacum Land Trust’s most 
historically rich and scenic 
properties. Led by TerraCorps 
service member Emma Co-
meau, the 1.5-mile hike at the 
Clayton and Margaret Thom-
as Nature Preserve, Dingley 
Dell, introduced participants 
to the landscape’s industrial 
past, geological features, and 
the growing opportunities 
available through Opacum’s 
conservation work.

The event, designed to 
encourage outdoor recreation 
and community connection, 
brought hikers along moder-
ate terrain, weaving through 
uneven ground, short uphill 
sections, and leaf-covered 
trails. The group followed 
the Fosket Mill stream, a re-
minder of the area’s early mill 
history, before reaching a dra-
matic glacial erratic; a mas-
sive boulder deposited more 

than 12,000 years ago as the 
last ice age retreated.

Along the route, Comeau 
shared the origins of National 
Hiking Day, an annual cele-
bration created to promote the 
physical and mental health 
benefits of walking in nature. 
She also highlighted several 
Opacum properties that offer 
accessible public trails, invit-
ing participants to continue 
exploring local conservation 
lands throughout the region.

For Comeau, who joined 
Opacum earlier this year as 
a TerraCorps community en-
gagement coordinator, the 
outing marked a personal 
milestone.

“This is the first hike 
I’ve actually led,” she said. 
“I’m with Opacum through 
an AmeriCorps-affiliated 
program, and I’ll be here for 
a year. My goal is to help 
strengthen community con-
nections, increase programs 
and educational events, and 
make sure people know these 
lands are here and accessi-
ble.”

Her role also includes ef-

forts to improve signage, en-
hance visitor awareness, and 
encourage more local resi-
dents to take advantage of the 
trails, forests, and open spac-
es Opacum manages across 
south-central Massachusetts.

Comeau said she has en-
joyed her experience so far. 
“They’re a great organization 
and a great resource if you’re 
wondering how to conserve 
your land,” she added.

While no additional hikes 
are scheduled for the winter, 
Opacum’s programming con-
tinues. In January, the land 
trust will host a macro-pho-
tography presentation by a 
Framingham State Universi-
ty professor at Rapscallion 
Brewery in East Sturbridge. 
Looking ahead to warmer 
months, Opacum plans to in-
troduce a new series of Wood-
land Ambassador Walks, fea-

turing landowners who will 
guide visitors through their 
privately conserved proper-
ties.

For those who missed the 
National Hiking Day event, 
Comeau emphasized the im-
portance of being prepared 
when venturing onto the trail. 
She recommended sturdy 
shoes, ample water, tick pro-
tection, and, during hunting 
season, wearing blaze orange 

for safety.
The Clayton and Marga-

ret Thomas Nature Preserve is 
accessible via a gravel park-
ing area on Monson Road, 
just off Route 20 in Brim-
field. Visitors should look for 
Opacum’s event signage.

More information on up-
coming events and property 
access is available through 
Opacum Land Trust’s website 
and social media channels.

OLT invites community to celebrate ‘National Hiking Day’

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turely.com

MONSON – Residents 
gathered at the Monson Se-
nior Center on Wednesday, 
Nov. 12, for a critical presen-
tation on scam prevention and 
senior exploitation, led by 
Hampden County Assistant 
District Attorney Nina Vizio 
and Monson Lieutenant Nick 
Gasparini. The session of-
fered a candid, in-depth look 
at how financial scammers 
operate, why older adults are 
frequently targeted, and what 
steps residents can take to 
protect themselves.

Vizio opened with a 
clear warning about the emo-
tional tactics criminals rely 
on. “Most people are target-
ed in a way that causes fear, 
panic, and urgency,” she said. 
“The baseline disruption of 
your sense of calm and sense 
of well-being tries to get you 
to do things that you wouldn’t 
normally do.” Scammers aim 
to create chaos, she explained, 
because people in a panic are 
easier to manipulate.

The speakers noted 
that while anyone can be-
come a victim, older adults 
are increasingly singled out. 
According to Vizio, “What 
scammers know is they’re 
more likely to get more mon-
ey as people age.” Factors 
such as financial stability, 
social isolation, and genera-
tional trust make seniors ap-
pealing targets.

Scammers also count 
on embarrassment to keep 

victims silent. Many older 
adults, Vizio said, hesitate 
to report incidents because 
they fear appearing naive, or 
worse, losing their indepen-
dence. Criminals take advan-
tage of this vulnerability. “It 
is a personal opportunity for 
them to get into your pocket 
or your purse or your life or 
your experience at any mo-
ment of the day,” she added.

The presentation walked 
participants through a wide 
range of common and emerg-
ing schemes.

Grandparent and emer-
gency scams use heightened 
fear to demand immediate 
payments for bail or medical 
emergencies.

Gift card scams, now a 
top complaint nationwide, 
appear legitimate on the 
surface, but Gasparini em-
phasized that no reputable 
agency, “police, courts, or 
lawyers,” will ever demand 
payment this way.

Tech support and refund 
scams use impersonation, of-
ten claiming to be Microsoft, 
Geek Squad or bank staff, to 
convince victims to allow re-
mote access to their comput-
ers. “Don’t give anyone re-
mote access to your computer 
unless you trust them with all 
of the money you have in the 
bank and all of your person-
al information,” Gasparini 
stressed.

Romance scams, also 
called “pig butchering,” 
have surged with the help 
of AI-generated photos and 
fabricated identities. These 

scammers work slowly, de-
veloping emotional bonds 
before requesting money for 
emergencies, travel, or fake 
investments. Vizio cautioned, 
“Never send money to some-
body you haven’t met person-
ally.”

Home repair fraud, fake 
lotteries, jury duty imperson-
ations, and Bitcoin payment 
schemes were also highlight-
ed. Vizio noted that the pub-
lic should be especially cau-
tious of unsolicited contact, 
saying the warning signs are 
usually unmistakable: “Un-
expected contact, heightened 
emotions and a sense of ur-
gency… those things, if you 
notice them, red flags should 
go off.”

Both presenters empha-
sized that modern technolo-
gy has expanded scammers’ 
reach. Phone numbers can be 
spoofed to look like banks or 
local police departments. AI 
voice changers can mimic the 
voice of a loved one. Remote 
access tools allow criminals 
to control computers from 
thousands of miles away. 
And abundant personal infor-
mation online makes it even 
easier for criminals to appear 
legitimate.

Even property and deed 
scams, once extremely rare, 
are becoming more sophis-
ticated; though the speakers 
reminded the audience that 
deeds cannot be transferred 
without the true owner’s sig-
nature.

Gasparini stressed that 
residents must feel empow-

ered to be firm. “You do not 
have to be polite. You don’t 
have to sit there and listen to 
the speech,” he said, remind-
ing seniors that hanging up 
on suspicious callers is not 
rude, it’s smart.

Both he and Vizio en-
couraged independent verifi-
cation: hang up, look up the 
organization’s official phone 
number, and call directly. 
They also strongly recom-
mended avoiding any form of 
payment like cash, gift cards, 
wire transfers, or Bitcoin, un-
til the situation is confirmed 
legitimate.

For those who feel pres-
sured or panicked in the mo-
ment, Vizio offered simple 
advice: Stop, take a breath, 
and involve someone you 
trust. And if money has al-
ready been sent, immediate 
reporting can make all the 
difference. Gasparini un-

derscored the importance of 
acting fast: “The sooner you 
notify police, the sooner you 
notify your family, people 
that you trust, the sooner that 
the wheels can start moving.” 
In one recent case, he added, 
fast reporting even allowed 
Monson Police to recover 
stolen cryptocurrency before 
it disappeared.

The presentation end-
ed with a call for vigilance, 
not only for oneself, but for 
friends, neighbors, and loved 
ones who may be at risk. With 
scams evolving rapidly, both 
speakers stressed that ongo-
ing education is essential.

And above all, they re-
minded the community that 
no one should feel ashamed if 
they are targeted. Scammers 
rely on isolation and silence, 
but awareness, communica-
tion, and quick reporting can 
stop exploitation in its tracks.

The group that joined Comeau for the hike at Dingey Dell for National Hiking Day on November 17. 	 Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Monson Lieutenant Nick Gasparini and Assistant District Attorney Nina Vizio talking through the 
various scams that seniors can fall prey to.

J. Stolar Insurance Agency, Inc  presents 
CHRISTMAS PHOTOS WITH SANTA!

December 6, 2025 ~ 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Location: 2001 Calkins Rd., Three Rivers

Our 1950 Ford F5 will be set up for Christmas photos 
and Santa will be there to say hello.  

We will provide the full Christmas photo set up.  Bring the kiddos and your camera!  
We will have a table set up for children to complete their letter to Santa, and another 

table for a light snack. Santa will have a small gift for the kids.  This is a free event!
This event is outdoors so please dress appropriately!  We look forward to seeing you all!

Specializing in fully custom work
Walk ins welcome

kenndeystattoo413@gmail.com

1418 N. Main St., Palmer, MA • 413-289-6214

Professional 
Tattooing

KENNDEY’S

TATTOO & PIERCING

Black Black 
FridayFriday

SpecialsSpecials!!

Scam prevention experts warn seniors

Holiday Craft 
Fair to be held
Nov. 29 - 30

MONSON – The 
Monson Arts Council 46th 
Annual Holiday Craft Fair 
is a major fundraiser for 
the Monson Arts Coun-
cil as well as several other 
non-profit groups. The Fair 
opens on Saturday, Nov. 
29 at 9 a.m. and closes at 
4 p.m. and then reopens on 
Sunday, Nov. 30 at 11:30 
a.m. and closes at 4 p.m.

The fair features 65+ 
crafters located in four 
buildings all within a short 
walking distance. The 
buildings are Memorial 
Hall, the United Methodist 
Church, the Universalist 
Church, and the House of 
Art. Luncheon is served in 
the Methodist Church.

Starting at 4 p.m. on 
Saturday a Holiday Carol 
Sing will begin in front of 
Memorial Hall. The singing 
will precede Santa’s arrival 
on a fire truck at about 4:30 
p.m. and the town holiday 
lights will be turned on. All 
are welcome.

For information or 
directions please contact 
Wendy Murakami at 413-
896-8666 or email info@
monsonartscouncil.org.
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The Mon-
son Senior Center welcomed 
a full and lively dining room 
on Nov. 20 for its annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner lun-
cheon, followed by an en-
grossing historical presenta-
tion by local historian Patrick 
Duquette. After plates of tur-
key and stuffing were cleared 
and the last cups of coffee 
poured, Duquette guided the 
audience through centuries 
of Native American history, 
archaeology, and early colo-
nial conflict in Western Mas-
sachusetts.

What began as a warm 
holiday gathering quickly be-
came a vivid lesson in New 
England’s buried past; one 
filled with groundbreaking 
scientific discoveries, myste-
rious skeletons, and dramatic 
frontier warfare.

Duquette opened by 
highlighting the origins of 
American archaeology, refer-
encing an unnamed archaeol-
ogist who, despite being ridi-
culed in 1784 for publishing 
methods deemed eccentric 
for the time, is now consid-
ered the “father of modern 
archaeology.” His early use of 
stakes for measurement laid 
the foundation for systematic 
excavation practices.

That scientific approach 
eventually made its way to 
Massachusetts in the late 19th 
century, most notably during 
the three excavations of an 
“Indian fort” in Springfield 
led by John Pratola, Harry 
Andrew Wright, and William 
Young. Wright, Duquette ex-
plained, introduced Thomas 
Jefferson’s scientific mapping 
system to the state in 1895, 
a shift away from the hap-
hazard digging methods that 
once dominated the field.

The digs unearthed strik-
ing discoveries, including 
13 human skulls found on a 
bluff 136 feet above the river. 
Three of the skulls contained 
rare “epactal bones,” creating 
intense interest among evolu-
tionists of the day. Wright’s 
findings were later featured 
in Scientific American in 
March 1897. Archaeologists 
determined the bluff to be the 
second-oldest Native Ameri-
can site in Massachusetts, oc-
cupied 9,500 years ago by an 

Agawam tribe.
Though the nearby lower 

graveyard yielded no remains, 
moisture had long since con-
sumed anything buried there, 
the bluff discoveries pro-
vided a rare opportunity for 
forensic reconstruction. Dr. 
Harris Hawthorne Wilder of 
Smith College created plas-
ter likenesses of the individ-
uals’ facial structures, giving 
researchers their first visual 
interpretations of these early 
inhabitants.

Not all bones unearthed 
belonged to Native Amer-
icans. Duquette described 
two puzzling skeletons found 
with fractured skulls, bullet 
wounds, and deep cuts; all 
buried in coffins with wrought 
iron nails, which were not 
used in Native American 
burial practices. When Dr. 
Thomas Dwight of Harvard 
Medical School confirmed 
they were not Indigenous, the 
mystery deepened.

The answer arrived 
through local oral history. 
A resident recalled his Tory 
grandfather, Roderick Lom-
bard, secretly burying two 
wounded Hessian soldiers 
from the Battle of Benning-
ton in his wheat field. That 
same wheat field later became 
part of the archaeological dig. 
What was long presumed an 
Indigenous burial was, in 
fact, a Revolutionary War-era 
secret.

One of the most memo-
rable details from the Spring-
field digs came from archae-
ologist Franklin Hamilton 
Cushing. He located an an-

cient Native American trail 
simply by noticing subtle 
color changes in grass at sun-
set; a method that astonished 
Duquette’s audience.

Only half of the original 
stockade could be excavated, 
however. A farmer had lev-
eled the other half with wag-
ons generations earlier. Even 
so, researchers successfully 
mapped 10 family homes and 
two larger gathering struc-
tures.

Duquette then turned to 
Walnut Island on the Chicop-
ee River; a site dating back 
9,500 years and considered 
the second-oldest Indigenous 
settlement in the Common-
wealth after Bullbrook in Ip-
swich. Tucked out of sight, its 
location spared it from early 
Dutch exploration.

The island gained re-
newed attention during the 
planning of the I-391 exten-
sion, when federal law re-
quired a full archaeological 

survey. UMass, Harvard, and 
several other institutions par-
ticipated in a multiyear inves-
tigation from 1965 to 1979, 
including one season with 
104 consecutive digging days 
by college students.

Their efforts uncovered 
about 75,000 artifacts, includ-
ing knives and tools from the 
transitional period when In-
digenous people shifted from 
a purely hunting-fishing-gath-
ering lifestyle to horticulture. 
Soil, rock, and plant studies 
helped round out a clearer 
picture of ancient life along 
the Chicopee.

The presentation shifted 
from archaeology to colonial 
accounts, beginning with the 
reconstruction of the Spring-
field tribe’s stockade around 
1650 under William Pynchon. 
Duquette noted that this fort, 
later excavated, was built in 
an Indigenous style and meant 
to restore peace between set-
tlers and Native Americans 

after conflicts over livestock 
damage.

He also dispelled a 
long-lasting myth: despite 
widespread local belief, there 
was never a proven fort in 
Longmeadow; a claim he 
called “hokey pokey.”

Duquette recounted 
Springfield’s 1650s attack 
with vivid detail. A Native 
servant named Toto learned 
of a planned assault after sev-
eral Native children escaped 
confinement in Hartford. He 
warned the colonists, but the 
English militia of 190 men 
was misled by a decoy tactic; 
“25 fires in the woods,” meant 
to mimic a large encampment. 
While the militia marched to-
ward Hadley, attackers struck 

Springfield a little after the 
sun rose.

Two constables, a wom-
an, and a man were killed, and 
45 of the town’s 60 houses 
burned. Despite the devasta-
tion and trauma, settlers were 
legally bound by Pynchon’s 
original agreement to remain 
in Springfield and rebuild.

The final portion of 
Duquette’s talk explored the 
life of Samuel Moseley; one 
of the most unconventional 
figures in early Massachusetts 
warfare. He contrasted Mose-
ley sharply with Major Treat, 
a soldier whose hesitancy 
during the Springfield attack 
left him stranded on the West 
Springfield side of the river as 
the town burned.

Moseley, in contrast, be-
gan his career as a Boston tav-
ern and boarding house owner 
before relocating to Jamaica, 
where he worked in barrel 
making; almost certainly for 

rum shipped north to places 
like Springfield. His path took 
a dramatic turn during a peri-
od when Dutch, French, and 
other pirate groups plagued 
fur ships leaving Boston for 
Europe.

Moseley outfitted a 
schooner with guns and two 
sets of six attack dogs, “six-
packs” Duquette explained, 
and personally hunted down 
115 pirates, returning with all 
of them shackled and impris-
oned.

When conflicts with Na-
tive Americans intensified, 
Moseley sought a military 
commission. He offered the 
governor an unconventional 
deal: the condemned pirates 
could either hang or serve 
under him. He demanded 
ownership of any captured 
Indigenous homes or land; a 
demand the governor shock-
ingly approved.

Moseley’s battlefield 
behavior soon became no-
torious. Duquette described 
him as brilliant but “crazy,” 
known for ignoring orders 
and charging headlong into 
danger. In one attack on a 
wintering Indigenous village, 
he bypassed an uncrossable 
river by climbing a fence and 
initiating his own assault, re-
sulting in casualties on both 
sides.

When a wounded En-
glish soldier pleaded to save 
vital winter food stores in a 
barn, and even after a superior 
officer issued a direct order, 
Moseley insisted on burning 
the entire village. The supe-
rior ultimately backed down, 
fearing what Moseley might 
do if challenged further.

The program concluded 
to enthusiastic applause, with 
residents noting how the pre-
sentation blended scientific 
discovery, local storytelling, 
and gripping frontier history.

Senior Center features special historical presentation

 Taqueria La Siguanaba
Welcome to a world of vibrant flavors 

and traditional Mexican cuisine 
right here in Monson. 

     Our menu is a culinary fiesta 
       featuring mouthwatering tacos, 

        burritos, bowls, salads, quesadillas filled 
with the juiciest meats, rich and hearty birria, 

creamy guacamole made from the 
freshest avocados, fresh salsa varieties, and 

crispy taco salads that crunch with every bite. 
These are just a taste of the many traditional 

Mexican dishes we have in store!

121 Main Street
Monson

(In the Adams Shopping Plaza)

(413) 893-9017

We offer 
catering 
& private 
events!

Sunday-Saturday 
11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

taquerialasiguanaba.com

The Monson Senior Center is packed for the Thanksgiving Dinner and the presentation if Native 
American History.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Patrick Duquette holding up photos of the plaster likenesses of the individuals’ facial structure 
Dr. Harris Hawthorne Wilder of Smith College made.

PLAID FRIDAY
10:30a - 6:00p

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY 
10:30a - 6:00p

SMALL BUSINESS SUNDAY
11:00a - 5:00p

SHOP SMALL
SHOP LOCAL

TIS THE SEASON TO

2067 MAIN STREET, THREE RIVERS, MA
413.283.4448

Central ReflexologyCentral Reflexology
(413)324-2922(413)324-2922

1026 Central St.1026 Central St.
PalmerPalmerOpen 7 days Mon.-Sun. 9am-9pm

Duration     Price Credit Card Price
30 Minutes ......................$50 ........................$54.80
45 Minutes ......................$60 ........................$65.50
60 Minutes ......................$70 ........................$76.30
90 Minutes ....................$120 ......................$130.00
120 Minutes ..................$140 ......................$151.50
Deep Tissue ....................$10 ........................$11.80

~ Foot Reflexology ~
30 Minutes ......................$40 ........................$44.00
45 Minutes ......................$50 ........................$54.80
60 Minutes ......................$60 ........................$65.50

Palmer U-Haul
D & M Auto

Megan Jensen • Nate Jensen

1422 Park St. • 1116 Park St.
PALMER, MA 01069

Make your reservation with 
us and earn $$ back!!

Best price guaranteed!!!

Ask Us 
How!

413-283-6882
413-636-2929 DMAutoRepair88@gmail.com

Corrections
The Journal Register will glad-

ly correct factual errors that appear 
in this paper. Corrections or clarifi-
cations will always appear on Page 
2 or 3. To request a correction, send 
information to Editor at journalreg-
ister@turley.com, or call 283-8393, 
extension 236. Corrections may also 
be requested in writing at:  Journal 
Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA, 01069.
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Letters to the 
editor policy
Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, 
and guest columns between 
500-800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require that the 
person submitting the opinion 
also include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone 
number. We must confirm au-
thorship prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or with-
hold any submissions deemed 
to be libelous, unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal attacks, or 
defamation of character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com
The submission deadline for
consideration is Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up to 
250 words from local residents endorsing 
candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to journalregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes (it 
will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will 
be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be 
printed. If the volume of letters received is 
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a rep-
resentative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about con-
tested races for Congress, state Senate, 
state House, district attorney and Governor’s 
Council during the weeks leading up to the 
election, as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases 
will be printed, nor will reporters cover polit-
ical rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may 
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about 
paid advertising in The Journal Register.

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Dan Flynn
dflynn@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The
Journal Register

@ Journal Register

WEB
www.journalregister.turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

The Journal Register (USPS 418-940) 
is published every Thursday by Turley 

Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 
01069. Telephone (413) 283-8393,  

Fax  (413) 289-1977. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes

to The Journal Register,
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President 

TEAM
EDITORIAL

journalregister@turley.com

STAFF WRITER 
Abigail McCoy

amccoy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER 
Amanda Munson

amunson@turley.com

Viewpoints

The arrival of Thanks-
giving always 
gets me a 

little nostalgic.  
G o n e 

are the days 
of sneak-
ing into the 
kitchen with 
my sister for a 
little bit of the 
crispy dressing 
from the stuffed 
turkey still in our 
parent’s oven. Or how about 
awakening to the wonder-
ful scents the morning of, 
knowing mom had been up 
at 4 a.m. getting the bird pre-
pared.  

It was always so much 
fun to butter the brown and 
serve rolls and then trans-
fer them from the oven to 
the pre-heated trivet in their 
little wooden basket. I can 
smell the smells if I think 
about it long enough, and 
surely I can see my dad at 
the counter with the carving 
knife in hand.  

Another big tradition 
was the nut bowl and the nut 
cracker and tools. We only 
ate nuts at Thanksgiving, 
and at Christmas to a lesser 
extent. I remember the Bra-
zil nuts and walnuts being 
especially hard to crack with 
my little hands, but the chal-
lenge was half the fun. 

These memories from 
my childhood are replaced 
with new traditions that 
my kids will call their own 
memories when they are my 
age. I guess the important 
thing is that we are thankful 
on this day whether it is for 
the memories, the people or 
the food or all of it. Grati-
tude goes a long way.

This Thanksgiving I am 
especially thankful for the 
bountiful harvest from this 
year’s vegetable garden. The 
old motto goes something 
like:  “you get out what you 
put in.”  

This year I sure put in a 
lot of effort in hopes of that 
harvest. When rain stopped I 

watered and watered 
and watered some more.  

I made an investment 
in organic fertilizers and 
mulched the rows as best as 
I could. I lugged free com-
post home by the bucket. I 
harvested even when I was 
tired of it and preserved it all 
even after I grew weary.  

Does all this make me 
a saint or a perfect garden-
er? By all means, no. I still 
planted too close and didn’t 
weed as much as I should. 
I got my flowers in too late 
and didn’t stake a single one.  

Oh well, no one and 
nothing is perfect, but I guess 
my attention was directed to-
wards the harvest and I am 
happy to have succeeded at 
that to a pretty good degree.

I ordered my first seed 
catalog for the 2026 growing 
season this past week, and I 
can’t wait until it arrives. I 
can picture how much fun 
I’ll have going through last 
years seeds and notes while 
I plan my garden.  

When you undertake 
this process, keep in mind 
what you want your atten-
tion directed towards. Do 
you want to streamline, ex-
periment or perfect?

I learned this year that 
I don’t need eight varieties 
of tomatoes to make a really 
good sauce. What I do need 
is a really good paste tomato 
variety, and maybe a two or 
three cherry types for salads, 
and one slicing variety to top 
an occasional burger.  

That is just an example, 
but you get the idea. Stream-
lining is practical.

If you want to try grow-
ing new things, maybe Brus-

sels sprouts like I 
wrote about last 

week, or sweet 
potatoes, like I 
experiment-

ed with this 
past sum-
mer, take 

some time over 
the offseason to look 
up the particulars so 

that you will be suc-
cessful. 
I did a show and tell 

with some students recent-
ly and it was a lot of fun to 
show them some out of the 
ordinary things that can be 
grown at home, like popcorn 
and luffa sponges for exam-
ple. Get creative.  

Maybe what will in-
spire you is getting some-
thing right, doing a better 
job growing a certain crop.  

Did your zucchini look 
like baseball bats?  Don’t 
worry, next year you’ll har-
vest sooner and more often. 
Same thing goes for those 
blimpy cukes. And what 
about those carrots? Next 
year you’ll loosen up your 
soil and remove some rocks 
from the carrot patch so that 
they won’t all fork. Straight, 
long roots here we come.

Wishing you all a Hap-
py Thanksgiving! Have fun 
when the planning stage be-
gins for next year’s garden. 
It is, after all, just about six 
months away from our frost-
free date.  

Now that is something 
to be thankful for!

Roberta McQuaid 
graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massa-
chusetts. For 33 years she 
has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Stur-
bridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Garden-
ing Question” in the subject 
line.  

Thanksgiving nostalgia and planning ahead

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
I reached full retirement 

age back in June, but I have 
not yet filed to collect So-
cial Security. My husband 
currently collects SS funds, 
and he waited until he had 
reached full retirement age a 
few years ago. I am consider-
ing signing up now to receive 
my funds, but I am a little 
confused about whether I will 
receive my full benefit or is 
there some kind of adjustment 
made based on both of us col-
lecting?

We are a simple case. 
We have been married for 
46 years, so there are no 
other exes involved in this 
equation. He did everything 
online when he was ready to 
start receiving his funds, but 
we didn’t consult with any 
advisor when my husband 
claimed. Now I think that 
adding me as a spouse might 
trigger some other things I 
should consider. Thank you 
for your advice. 

Signed: Concerned Wife

Dear Concerned: 
Since you and your hus-

band have both reached your 
respective SS Full Retire-
ment Age, you are both enti-
tled to receive your full ben-
efits without any reduction. 
And since you haven’t yet 
filed, you are now accumu-
lating Delayed Retirement 
Credits at the rate of.667% 
additional benefit for each 
month you continue to de-
lay. You will get your full 
SS retirement benefit plus 
any earned DRCs when you 
claim. The only question you 
need to consider is whether 
either you or your husband 
will be entitled to a “spousal 
boost,” an increase when you 
claim.

If the SS retirement ben-
efit you were entitled to at 
your FRA is less than 50% 
the amount your husband 
was entitled to at his FRA, 
then you will get a “spou-
sal boost” on top of your 
own SS retirement amount 
(the “boost” amount would 
be the difference between 
your FRA amount and half 
of his FRA amount). But if 
your SS amount at your FRA 
is more than 50% of your 
husband’s FRA entitlement, 
then you will only get your 
own SS retirement benefit 
based on your own lifetime 
earnings record. Spouse ben-
efits are always determined 
from each partner’s FRA 
entitlement and if one part-

ner’s FRA amount is less 
than 50% of the other part-
ner’s FRA amount, then a 
spousal boost will be given. 
And that also works if your 
FRA entitlement is higher 
than your husband’s,  if your 
FRA amount is more than 
twice your husband’s FRA 
amount, then he will get a 
spousal boost from you. Oth-
erwise, each of you will get 
only your personally earned 
SS retirement amount and 
both of you collecting SS 
will not negatively affect 
each other’s individual SS 
benefit. 

FYI, the spousal boost 
amount stops growing at full 
retirement age, so if you are 
eligible for a spousal boost 
from your husband then you 
should claim your SS benefits 
now and ask for benefits ret-
roactive to June (your FRA 
month). However, if you will 
not get a spousal boost from 
your husband, you have the 
option of delaying even fur-
ther and earning more DRCs 

(thus a higher monthly ben-
efit). You can earn DRCs up 
to age 70, at which time you 
will get the maximum pos-
sible Social Security benefit 
about 127% of your person-
al FRA amount if you delay 
that long. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

 Thanksgiving Day Wedding
A fasting hour by the open-doored day;

To where? – runs a rushing rill...
A reminder suddenly – of larger things;

Of a wedding down the hill.

And a mile or so away, where they are:
At the mid-region of a glen;
And, if to leave right away –
They might be waiting then.

For sixteeen years I’ve known the bride;
Nearly as long – the groom:

Ten thousand years each has known,
The other, when the ice made room.

Rains that we have had, and now;
Warm sun, reduce further the snow;

With all amelt everywhere
Friends of the party will go.

A vermillion-red cape is drawn around,
In fullness for safety as for ceremony;

And follow tracks through green-shadowed woods,
But no others have arrived I see...

Except the bride, over rocks and stone;
And a swollen, hurtling, headlong groom;

They both had taken separate ways;
From different parts of town.

Another I wish could be in their presence;
And this place where a bridge had spanned,

The quiet waters where they meet –
And notice in their midst some rounded band.

The bridge itself in a springtime bloom –
From courtship, to marriage, was crossed years ago;
Until lately when one of them crossing went lightly

Where the other shall have occasion to go.

When ashes breathe upon the ashes;
As every moving line will end,

Except perhaps for those who live
Like these in the deepened glen.

Some can recall the wooden structure,
That went out nails and all in the flood;

But those below who raised it up,
Will last for its in their blood.

Just, as it seemed that someone,
Would be celebrating at this hour;

Another Thanksgiving on this shore,
And in this hemlock bower...

Vintage snow can make a bitter cup,
But what better have I here,

When far away is Windham Village,
For ale, or cider or beer?

Besides, store and post office, and the church
Have ceased, – and few pastures open for wool;

And if no longer joy takes place, who
Will have the beauty of the bridal pool? –

Before turning, a fare-thee-well and fortune –
In lifted hopes to the couple I say;

Perhaps a time I’ll come back,
With a bride some summer day.

The pointed trees are completed by the stars;
And a long uphill hunger it has seemed;

And dinner - before off to bed
To live again where I walked and dreamed.

– Charles Barnes

POETRY CORNER

If we both collect Social Security, will our benefits be affected?
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REGION – In response 
to the increasing needs of 
local families and seniors 
affected by the recent gov-
ernment shutdown, Country 
Bank announced donations 
of $160,000 to support food 
insecurity programs across 
Central and Western Massa-
chusetts.

As the bank kicks off its 
annual “Season of Difference” 
campaign, it is donating an 
additional $25,000 to both the 
Food Bank of Western Mas-
sachusetts and the Worcester 
County Food Bank. Earlier this 
year, each of these food banks 
received $100,000 as part of a 
1 million-dollar pledge. Ad-

ditionally, another $55,000 is 
being donated to local food 
pantries and $55,000 to senior 
centers throughout the region. 

“With so many in our 
communities facing uncertain-
ty and hardship, it’s more im-
portant than ever that we stand 
together,” said Mary McGov-
ern, President and CEO of 

Country Bank. “These dona-
tions are one way we can help 
ensure that our neighbors have 
access to nutritious meals and 
the support they need during 
this challenging time.”

The “Season of Differ-
ence Campaign” highlights 
Country Bank’s long-standing 
dedication to strengthening 

local communities through fi-
nancial support, volunteer ef-
forts, and compassionate lead-
ership. Each year, the Bank 
donates over $800,000 to non-
profits that focus on food inse-
curity, education, housing, and 
community well-being.

“As a community bank, 
giving back is at the heart of 

who we are,” said Shelley 
Regin, Chief Marketing and 
Community Relations Officer. 
“This season, we are focused 
on making a meaningful dif-
ference for our neighbors 
and ensuring that those most 
affected by current econom-
ic challenges receive the help 
they need.”

Country Bank donates $160K to support seniors and food insecurity

MONSON – There’s 
still time to make your voice 
heard! Monson Savings 
Bank’s 2026 Community 
Giving Initiative is in full 
swing, and they are inviting 
YOU to help decide which 
local non-profit organizations 
will receive donations in the 
coming year.

Voting is open now and 
runs through Dec. 31, 2025 
at 3 p.m. Every vote counts, 
so don’t miss your chance to 
support the organizations that 
matter most to you and your 
community.

Visit www.monsonsav-
ings.bank/CGI and submit the 
name of one non-profit orga-
nization you’d like Monson 
Savings Bank to support in 
2026. Organizations must be 
non-profit and serve within 

the Bank’s geographic area. 
Each person may vote once.

The top ten organizations 
with the most votes will re-
ceive donations from Monson 
Savings Bank. Winners will 
be announced in mid-January 
2026.

“By participating in our 
Community Giving Initia-
tive, you help ensure that the 
charitable organizations most 
important to our community 
receive support,” said Dan 
Moriarty, President and CEO 
of Monson Savings Bank. 
“We are grateful for your in-
volvement and look forward 
to continuing this tradition 
together.”

Voting Ends Dec. 31, 
2025 – Don’t Wait! Cast your 
vote today at www.monson-
savings.bank/CGI.

MSB Community
Giving Initiative 
currently underway

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

413-636-5819

ROBIN 
DANE

Cutting and 
Styling

1005 Central St., Palmer, MA

Color & Cut $72 
in a quiet and private atmosphere

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9022

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

A ribbon cutting ceremony was held to welcome the expansion of The Better Bean, located on Main Street in Monson.  
Pictured were front row, Amber Messier, Monson Savings Bank, Amanada Roy, owner of the Better Bean, Bill Lemon, Dustin 
Pennington, Ware Business & Civic Association and Beyond, middle row Liam Lemon, Jack Szado, Arthur Arnet, back row, 
Charlie Roy, Alivia Skowyra, Debbie Roy.

Belanger JewelersBelanger Jewelers
Belangerjewelers.com

William M. Belanger, Owner                bbelanger016@yahoo.com

125 Main St., Monson, MA 01057 • 413-267-3131

Your Full Service Jeweler

• Sump Pumps
• Footing Drains
• Gravity Drains
• Landscape Drainage
• Crawlspaces • Bulkheads

FREE ESTIMATES 
HIC #216492

(413) 279-9133
drynestllc.com 

Basement Waterproofing Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

Business

Better Bean ribbon cutting

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville • 774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

Prime Rib 
Every Thurs., Fri. & Sat.

Online Ordering Available 
Monday -  6:30 p.m.

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

MUSIC BINGO

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF

            Function Space Available - Book Holiday Parties Now
CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK FOR 

  HUGE BLACK FRIDAY DEALS!

Join us for A Weekend of Joy

Santa 
Arriving at 

12 p.m.

Christmas at Hardwick Crossing
Saturday & Sunday, November 29th & 30th, 12-4 p.m.

Reservations Recommended For Seating In Restaurant
     Vendor Applications - cletendre@hardwickcrossing.com
    Free photos with Santa, hay rides, crafters, cookie decorating & more!
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The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

1620 North Main St.
 Palmer, MA  01069

413 283-5555
 Fax 413-283-5558

DINE IN SPECIALS
MONDAY

Any Grinder w/Fries 
and a Beer 
$14.95
TUESDAY
1/2 Price 
Dinners

WEDNESDAY
8pc Wings w/Fries 

and a Beer 

$14.95
THURSDAY
Burger w/Fries 

and a Beer 

$14.95

FRIDAY
Family Special 
Any Lg. Pizza, 

10 Wings 
(bone in or boneless) 

& 1 bottle of Wine 

$39.95

We Deliver!!!

CHECK OUT OUR MENU!
ASK ABOUT DELIVERY!

LUNCH:  
9” Grinder, Pita, 
Tenders, Wrap 

w/fries and can 

of soda $11.95

OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon.-Thurs. 11 am - 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 11 am - 10 pm • Sun. 11 am - 9 pm

www.paramountpizzapalmer.com

NICK’S SPORT SHOP INC.
1029 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413.283.3920

nickssportshop.com • drcfirearmstraining@gmail.com
Mon.-Fri. 10am-6pm; Sat. 10am-5pm; Sun. 10am-2pm

Wide selection of:

VETERAN OWNED
Proudly serving the Palmer community since 1945

SPECIALSSPECIALS

Rifles
Handguns
Shotguns

Knives & Tools
Optics
Ammo

Magazines
Gun parts
Holsters

Gear & 
Accessories

Targets & Stands
Cleaning 
Supplies

Eye, Ear & 
Body Protection

Sign up for Sign up for 
protection andprotection and

 training classes training classes

We are ready 
for your 
home and 
commercial 
interior needs
from touch ups
to full painting 
renovations!

413-813-7328413-813-7328

START YOUR INTERIOR PROJECTS TODAY!

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTO BODY CENTER

• Collision Specialists
• Free Estimates (By Appointment)

• We Help with Insurance Claims!
• Expert Color Matching

We Make It Easy For You! RS #1688

413-283-6403

89 1/2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

with uncaging and prepar-
ing trees for winter, while 
National Grid provided row 
markers that allow the com-
mittee to track the lineage of 
the plantings. A double-sided 
kiosk, an Eagle Scout project 
by Noah Clark, was installed 
at Chestnut Avenue to high-
light the project and provide 
trail information to Mount 
Ella and the Keep Homestead 
Museum. Artist Jared Green 
completed a locally painted 
storyboard depicting the his-
tory of the American chest-
nut, which will be displayed 
either at the kiosk or stored at 
the Keep Homestead Muse-
um for winter. Bowdoin not-
ed that the tallest trees from 
the first wave of plantings 
now reach about 20 feet, with 
more than 500 trees individ-
ually catalogued to monitor 
blight resistance. “The ki-
osk will be used to provide 
information on our Citizen 
Scientist American Chestnut 
Replanting project,” she said.

FY26 Tax Classification 
hearing

Principal Assessor Drew 
Pehoviak led the annual tax 

classification hearing, ex-
plaining the town’s obliga-
tion to determine how the 
FY26 tax burden will be 
distributed across property 
classes. “What we are doing 
tonight is determining how 
the tax burden should be 
shared,” Pehoviak told the 
Board. “Whether the town 
keeps a single tax rate where 
all classes pay equally or 
move to a split tax rate where 
the commercial, industrial 
and personal property owners 
would pay a higher portion.”

Monson’s total assessed 
valuation increased by an 
average of 6% for FY26, ris-
ing to $1.25 billion, based 
on the previous year’s real 
estate sales. With a munic-
ipal budget exceeding $36 
million and estimated re-
ceipts factored in, the amount 
to be raised through taxa-
tion is $17,929,791.75. The 
proposed FY26 tax rate is 
$14.30 per $1,000 valuation 
of real property.

The town’s maximum al-
lowable levy, including new 
growth and debt exclusions 
for Town Hall/Police and the 
Quarry Hill roof project, is 
$18.17 million. Because the 

town chose not to levy to the 
maximum, Monson retains 
more than $237,000 in excess 
levy capacity.

Pehoviak reviewed the 
annual discussion on whether 
Monson should adopt a split 
tax rate but emphasized that 
the town’s commercial and 
industrial sectors, represent-
ing only 8% of the tax base, 
could not absorb a substan-
tial shift. Even the maximum 
shift allowed by law would 
reduce the average residen-
tial bill by just $0.64 while 
raising the average commer-
cial bill by $7.15.

The Board unanimous-
ly voted to maintain a single 
tax rate and declined to adopt 
either the residential exemp-
tion or the small commercial 
exemption, consistent with 
long-standing practice.

Review of Open Meeting 
Law complaints

The Board next ad-
dressed four Open Meeting 
Law (OML) complaints filed 
in September and Octo-
ber. According to the Town 
Counsel’s written opinion, 
none of the complaints con-
stituted a violation. Counsel 
found that agenda items, in-

cluding “Code of Conduct,” 
“Approved Special Town 
Meeting Warrant,” and “Se-
lect Board Comments”, were 
sufficiently specific, and that 
allegations of outside delib-
eration were “baseless and 
speculative.” Select Board 
member remarks underscored 
the conclusion. “According 
to Town Counsel, their opin-
ion, there’s no violation of 
the open meeting laws here, 
from what I read,” one said.

In the interest of trans-
parency, the Board an-
nounced that all OML 
complaints, Town Counsel 
opinions, and eventual Attor-
ney General decisions will be 
posted in a dedicated section 
on the town website, orga-
nized by calendar year.

Town Administrator 
updates and 

board member concerns
Discussion during mem-

ber comments touched on 
ongoing Xfinity service inter-
ruptions. “Ask her too about 
why the TVs are freezing up 
a lot,” one member remarked 
regarding outreach to the 
company.

Serious concern was 
expressed about vacancies 

on the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals, a body vital for various 
land-use decisions. “We’re 
in a real quagmire here,” a 
member warned. “We’ve got 
to have a zoning board of 
appeals… and fill those po-
sitions,” adding that experi-
enced resident David Bolden 
should be considered at an 
upcoming meeting.

The Board also noted 
pending grant applications 
for up to $200,000 to fund a 
comprehensive update of the 
town’s zoning bylaws and ag-
ing master plan. “It would be 
extremely helpful to get those 
done,” one member said.

A Board member also 
raised concerns over pro-
posed state legislation allow-
ing “instant permitting” for 
residential solar and backup 
batteries. “I think this is a ter-
rible idea,” the member com-
mented, citing risks related to 
inspection and safety.

Town Administrator 
Jennifer Wolowicz high-
lighted several community 
announcements, including 
Saturday’s Thanksgiving 
food drive at Adams from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m., held in part-
nership with Monson Togeth-

er. “The Thanksgiving food 
drive that Chief Gasparini 
spoke about is in conjunc-
tion with Munson Together’s 
Community Cupboard,” she 
said. Residents in need may 
request a turkey by emailing 
admin@monsontogether.
com by Friday.

Wolowicz also thanked 
the town’s finance team, in-
cluding Pehoviak, Kate Bak-
er, and Sherry, for their work 
preparing the annual tax 
documents. “I just wanted to 
thank all of them for that,” 
she said.

Six Town Administrator 
“Meet and Greet” sessions 
have been held so far this 
year, with the next scheduled 
for Dec. 4 from 5 to 7 p.m. 
at the Polish Club, featuring 
Water and Sewer Superinten-
dent Craig Jalbert. Library 
Director Hope Bodwell will 
participate in January, with 
the goal of including every 
department head by May. A 
public engagement session 
by West Mass Area Devel-
opment is scheduled for Dec. 
11 at 6 p.m. at Granite Val-
ley to present redevelopment 
ideas for the former MDC 
property.
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gether to celebrate a space 
that has become essential to 
the town’s daily life.

“The ‘New’ Wing in 
Monson is 35 years old, and 
we wanted to celebrate it,” 
Bodwell said. “The last time 
we celebrated was its 25th 
anniversary…a rededication. 
This time, it’s just a party, an 
open house.”

Tables were lined with 
photo albums documenting 
the evolution from the li-
brary’s original one-room 
building to the construction 
of the wing in the late 1980s. 
Visitors flipped through de-
cades of images, some seeing 
the construction photos for 
the first time. A button-mak-
ing station buzzed with ac-
tivity as families designed 
custom keepsakes, while a 
scavenger hunt sent guests 
exploring the space and learn-
ing bits of the library’s histo-
ry along the way. Story time 
unfolded in the Children’s 
Room, reinforcing the sense 
that the celebration was de-
signed for all ages.

“And of course,” Bod-
well added with a smile, “the 
Friends of the Library provid-
ed all these delicious snacks.”

Among the supporters 
greeting guests was Donna 
Alberici O’Connor, presi-

dent of the library’s Board 
of Directors and a longtime 
member of the Monson Free 
Library Corporation; the 
nonprofit that has owned and 
operated the library since its 
founding.

“The thing I love about 
our library is that we serve 
as a reading room and a free 
library, which was incorpo-
rated,” O’Connor explained. 
“The town does not own the 
building, the corporation 
does, and we’re not-for-prof-
it. It’s used for the town, and 
that’s what I think is so amaz-
ing, because normally towns 
own their libraries.”

O’Connor has been in-
volved for roughly 20 years, 
first as a corporation member, 

then as a board member, and 
now its president. She and 
her family were also donors 
during the construction of the 
wing, making this anniversa-
ry personally meaningful. She 
recalled attending the original 
dedication on Oct. 14, a date 
she remembers easily.

“That was my birthday,” 
she said, laughing. “A little 
birthday present… you get a 
whole wing to yourself.”

O’Connor also noted a 
detail that remains a point 
of pride: when the new wing 
was built, the original quarry 
was reopened so the granite 
would perfectly match the 
historic structure.

The Monson Free Li-
brary traces its origins back 

nearly 150 years, to 1877, 
when the Monson Free Li-
brary and Reading Room As-
sociation was organized as a 
corporation. A year later, it 
received its state charter to 
operate as a free public li-
brary, one of the first 135 in 
Massachusetts.

The library’s name is his-
torical: in an era when many 
libraries required paid mem-
berships, Monson was “free 
to all,” a principle it continues 
to uphold.

Early philanthropists 
played a decisive role in 
shaping the library’s future. 
Carrie Lyon Dale, daughter of 
manufacturer Horatio Lyon, 
donated $25,000 to build the 
library’s original building in 

memory of her father, whose 
woolen mill operated on 
Cushman Street. Her moth-
er, Nancy Lyon, endowed 
the library with an additional 
$20,000 to support its long-
term sustainability.

The wing celebrated this 
week began construction on 
April 19, 1988. It was dedi-
cated on October 14, 1990, 
and library services officially 
opened in the new space on 
October 22. By 1997, the li-
brary entered the digital age 
with its first computers.

The large room of the 
original building was later 
transformed into the DeSan-
tis Community Room, named 
for longtime Library Director 
Sylvia DeSantis, who served 
an extraordinary 48 years, 
from 1949 to 1997.

The library’s continued 
success is supported by the 
Friends of the Monson Free 
Library, established in 1972. 
The Friends group has spon-
sored author visits, helped 
update collections, supported 
special projects, and raised 
funds through annual book 
and bake sales; filling gaps 
not covered by the regular op-
erating budget.

“Every library needs a 
little help from their Friends,” 
one display reminded visitors.

The library’s story also 
includes charming footnotes; 
such as Buster, the resident 

library cat who once wan-
dered the wing and even 
met Anthony Bourdain. And 
the building houses a small 
gallery of works by interna-
tionally renowned children’s 
book illustrator Ruth Sander-
son, who grew up in Monson 
and remains closely connect-
ed to the library. Her mural, 
painted in 2011 around the 
entrance to what was then the 
children’s room, remains a 
beloved feature.

As guests browsed dis-
plays, completed scavenger 
hunts, and shared memories 
over cookies and cider, the 
anniversary event under-
scored what the Monson Free 
Library has always represent-
ed: community, history, and 
an enduring belief in the val-
ue of public access to knowl-
edge.

“In this day and age, 
some people ask why we 
still need libraries,” O’Con-
nor said. “But here, we have 
programs for everyone…the 
variety is wonderful.”

For 35 years, the wing 
has served as a cornerstone 
for learning, creativity, and 
connection. On this anniver-
sary, Monson residents cel-
ebrated not only a building, 
but a legacy of openness, 
resilience, and community 
support; a legacy that contin-
ues to grow with every visitor 
who walks through its doors.
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Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

Children’s librarian Denise Newland reads a story to the kids during the first part of the party.
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president Cindy Skowyra, 
who has been part of the orga-
nization for close to 20 years, 
said the event is a cornerstone 
of both community life and 
parish support.

“This is one of our main 
fundraisers,” Skowyra said. 
“Our mission is faith, charity, 
and service, and we fundraise 
for the needs of the church.” 
This year’s proceeds will go 
toward necessary parking lot 
repairs. In past years, funds 
have supported stained glass 
window restorations and other 
parish improvements.

The Christmas fair, she 
noted, is likely one of the lon-
gest-running in the region. “It 
started more than 50 years ago 
as the Women’s Club Bazaar, 
back when more people were 
home and ladies did crafts,” 
she said. “They all brought in 
what they made. There was a 
pie sale, a bake sale—it was a 
real community event.”

The fair has since grown 
into a multi-building cele-
bration, filling both the par-
ish center and the church 
basement with more than 35 
vendors. “We don’t have the 
space for any more,” Skow-
yra laughed, noting that many 
longtime vendors return year 
after year. “It’s small and in-
timate. It’s that small-town 
vibe. People make food you 
know, and so many of the ven-
dors have become part of the 
community.”

Throughout the day, visi-
tors enjoyed a kitchen staffed 
by parish cooks serving 
homemade meals and the pop-
ular cookie walk, a longstand-
ing favorite where guests fill a 
box with hand-baked cookies 
from an expansive assortment. 
Raffle baskets lined several 
tables, packed with donations 
from local businesses includ-
ing restaurants, farm stands, 
wineries, and shops from 
across the region. Dozens of 
gift cards and theme baskets 
ranging from: a firepit and 
s’mores set to Bright Nights 
passes, wine tastings, local 
dining certificates, and more 
were available for one-dollar 
raffle tickets.

While the fair is a fund-
raiser, Skowyra emphasized 
its deeper purpose. “It’s a 
great community-building 
event,” she said. “You see 
people who come every year, 
people you might only run 
into once or twice annually. It 
brings everyone together.”

Skowyra also noted that 
the Women’s Club hosts its 
own “ladies’ night” each year 
as a way to honor the wom-
en of the parish. Later this 
month, members will gather 
at her home to make winter 
baskets and swags for an addi-
tional holiday fundraiser.

Around three dozen ar-
tisans filled the parish center 
and church basement, offering 
a diverse range of handcrafted 
goods, from traditional nee-
dlework and pottery to sea 
glass art, honey products, and 
holistic beauty items.

Divine Designs, the cre-
ative venture of Iliana Gal-
ban, offered an eclectic mix 
of items inspired purely, she 
said, by “whatever my little 
heart feels like creating that 
day.” Galban began with cake 
decorating and expanded into 
resin work, wood cutting, 
foils, edible crafts, and more. 
Though she has been crafting 
for a decade, the past three 
years have been her most seri-
ous, and this year marked her 
long-awaited first appearance 
at the St. Christopher’s fair.

Artist Marilyn Messier 
returned for her second year, 
sharing rows of holiday crafts 
she’s been quietly making for 
many seasons. Still working 
full-time, she participates in 
only one craft fair each year.

Woodworker Kevin Ko-
pacz, who has been creating 
shelves, candle holders, and 
wooden décor since the 1980s, 
brought a range of handmade 
pieces, while stained-glass 
artist Pierrette Choiniere dis-
played work crafted over 30 
years in the medium. Both 
have become familiar faces at 
the fair.

Jackson’s Creative, op-
erated by the team of Cin-
dy Fuller and Holly Santos, 
showcased resin and multi-
media art. The pair have been 
working together for a decade 
and participating in the fair for 
four years.

Potter and jewelry art-
ist Trisha O’Brien, a pottery 
instructor with more than 25 
years of experience, made her 
first appearance at the event 
with an impressive range of 
handmade platters, mugs, 
bowls, wire-wrapped jewel-
ry, silver rings, and enameled 
pieces.

Crochet artisan Donna 
Elio, who began crocheting 
30 years ago after quitting 
smoking, returned after sev-
eral years away with baskets, 
wreaths, and her popular but-

ton-fastened towels. She said 
sales were strong and she 
plans to return again next year.

Longtime full-time art-
ist Roxanne Jackson, also of 
Jackson’s Creative, displayed 
paintings, wood burnings, lace 
embroidery, and sublimation 
art. After 11 years in business, 
she continues to diversify her 
offerings “to try new things 
and see what sells.”

Holistic beauty was rep-
resented by Maria Pagan of 
Lady Wolf Skin and Cos-
metics, a Springfield-based 
skincare formulator whose 
work blends traditional herb-
alist knowledge passed down 
through her family with mod-
ern formulation training. Pa-
gan described her mission as 
helping customers understand 
“what the ingredients in the 
products do,” emphasizing 
wellness, nature, and self-
care.

Local beekeeper Mary 
Duane, who has kept bees 
for 26 years, offered honey, 
carved beeswax candles, lo-
tions, lip balms, and a variety 
of gift packages. A longtime 
science teacher, she said bee-
keeping became her passion 
after retirement. “Bees are 
wonderful for our environ-
ment,” she said, a sentiment 
echoed by many visitors ad-
miring her table of honey and 
wax goods.

Pat Ballard displayed a 
collection of hand-crocheted 
crafts made by a women’s co-
op in Nepal. Proceeds from 
these items support the arti-
sans’ families abroad, while 
sales in the U.S. also help 
local hunger-relief efforts. 
“It’s a double win,” Ballard 
explained.

The Brimfield Historical 
Commission was represented 
by Roseann Bergdoll, who 
sold books by local authors, 

historic prints developed from 
old glass negatives, and re-
production maps as part of 
ongoing fundraising for town 
historical projects. Among 
the group’s current efforts is 
renewed attention to Steer-
age Rock, a locally significant 
historic site the commission 
hopes to make more accessi-
ble for public education and 
future trail exploration.

Artist Susan Lelos, at-
tending her very first craft 
fair, traveled from Rhode Is-
land with her collection of sea 
glass art, much of it themed 
for the holidays and crafted 
from glass gathered along the 

shoreline. Within her first few 
hours at the fair, she said she 
was already impressed by the 
turnout and community sup-
port.

Knitter and soap mak-
er Carol Watroba, of Carol’s 
Creations, shared her hand-
knit hats, scarves, gloves, 
towels, baby blankets, and 
homemade soaps, the result of 
more than 15 years of crafting 
and continual expansion into 
new skills.

By early afternoon, the 
fair was still crowded with 
shoppers browsing vendor 
tables, picking up raffle tick-

ets, and lining up for home-
made lunches. For Skowyra, 
the lasting success of the fair 
speaks to the parish’s sense of 
continuity.

“There have only been 
three club presidents in over 
40 years,” she said. “This re-
ally is a lifetime commitment 
for many of us.”
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HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

A Guide to Safe(r) Computing
For $20, learn: 
• Passwords— How to create them and keep 

them safe 
• Social Engineering— What is it? How to avoid 

falling for it. 
• Phishing—How it works and how to avoid it. 
• Fake emails and websites—How to spot them. 
• How to I know if I have been hacked and what 

to do?

Wednesday, December 3rd @ 1pm 
Top Floor Learning, Palmer Public Library 

www.topfloorlearning.org

Call 413-544-6600 
to reserve your spot today! 

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Artist Ronnie Dion displays his original watercolor Christmas 
cards at his fourth St. Christopher’s Parish Craft Fair.

Maria Pagan of Lady Wolf 
Skin & Cosmetics showcases 
her holistic beauty products 
made from herbal traditions 
and clean formulations.

Local beekeeper Mary Duane 
presents her honey, carved 
beeswax candles, and 
handmade balms crafted from 
26 years of beekeeping.

Roseann Bergdoll of 
the Brimfield Historical 
Commission sells local history 
books, glass-negative prints, 
and historic maps to support 
town preservation projects.

Carol Watroba of Carol’s 
Creations shows her hand-knit 
hats, scarves, baby blankets, 
and handcrafted soaps.

Iliana Galban of Divine Designs 
offers a colorful collection of 
resin work, woodcrafts, and 
mixed-medium pieces.

Stained-glass artist Pierrette 
Choiniere showcases pieces 
she has crafted over 30 years 
in the medium.

Cindy Fuller and Holly Santos 
of Jackson’s Creative share 
their resin and multimedia 
artwork created over a decade 
of collaboration.

Potter and jewelry artist 
Trisha O’Brien displays her 
handmade bowls, mugs, and 
wire-wrapped jewelry.
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Friday, Movie Matinee 
at 12:30 p.m.

Dec. 12 – “A Christmas 
Carol” - A Christmas classic 
by Charles Dickens. 

Dec. 19 – “The Butter 
Cream Gang” - Scott, Pete, 
Eldon and Lanny share fun 
and friendship as the “Butter 
Cream Gang” in the small 
town of Elk Ridge. The group 
is temporarily separated when 
Pete moves to Chicago for the 
school year and falls under the 
influence of a local gang. As 
Pete struggles, old friendships 
are challenged and the boys 
learn the true meaning of un-
conditional love. 

Jan. 2 – “Cruella” - Set 

in 1970’s London during the 
punk rock revolution, the film 
follows, Estella Miller, a cre-
ative and ambitious young 
woman with a unique sense 
of style. Estella’s flair for de-
sign eventually catches the at-
tention of the ruthless fashion 
icon Baroness von Hellman, 
leading her down a dark path 
of ambition and revenge. 

Upcoming Evening 
Programs 4:30-7:30 p.m.

Dec. 1 – Dessert Con-
tests; Please bring in your best 
dessert and enter to win a $50 
Gift Basket from Randall’s. 
There will be 5 judges and 
start at 4:30, with judging at 
5:30 then eating. Please call 

the center to get on the list for 
either a desert or just a partic-
ipant. 

Dec. 8 – Cookie Ex-
change - What you need to 
bring: 3 dozen of your favor-
ite homemade cookies. Bring 
a container for the cookies 
you are taking home, Sign up 
early, let us know what kind 
of cookies you’re bringing 
(no duplicates, this allows for 
variety), bring recipe so I can 
make copies to share Get in 
the holiday spirit with an ugly 
sweater/most festive attire 
contest. Prize for the winner. 

Dec. 15 – Wreath mak-
ing - 4:30-7:30, come make 
a beautiful wreath with Kim 

Keeton, supplies and instruc-
tion included. Cost is $5 due at 
sign up, non-refundable. 

Dec. 17 – Christmas 
Celebration - Neil Diamond 
(Charlie Lask) will be the en-
tertainment. Call to sign up. 

Dec. 29 – Colby Acad-
emy of Dance Holiday Pro-
gram - Come enjoy a local 
dance studio perform a holi-
day medley 

Jan. 5 – Monday evening 
program - Candle Holder Craft 
Class. Betty Koss is teaching 
this class, sample will be dis-
played at the center. 

Jan. 14 – Lighted Snow-
man Jar - Kim Keeton instruc-
tor, sample will be displayed.

LET’S GO OUT!LET’S GO OUT!
Enjoy your favorite local restaurants this holiday season!

2341 Boston Rd.,
(Rt. 20) Wilbraham

413.279.2020
route20barandgrille.com

Gift Card Special!
DECEMBER 19-24

For every $50 gift card purchased,
you’ll receive an extra $10!

Our bar will be open Xmas Eve 11am-4pm. 
Last chance for last minute gift cards

Live 
Music

Tues.-Wed. 4-9pm, Thurs. 11:30am-9pm
Fri.-Sat. 11:30am-9:30pm

Sunday 10:30am-8pm
with EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT

PLUS FRIDAY & SATURDAY SPECIALS

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

CLOSED Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve & Christmas Day

Every Sun. Night
$20

STEAK N’ BREW
(SPECIALS Dine in only, 

while they last)

’ Tis the Season...
to celebrate with 
family & friends!

Join us throughout the holidays.
LIVE MUSIC 

Every Thurs., Fri. & Sat.
All roads lead to 

ROUTE 20 BAR & GRILLE

Every 
Tues. Night

$18 
PRIME RIB 

DINNER 

Every 
Wed. Night

$20
WINE DOWN
WEDNESDAY 

Every 
Thurs. Night

4-7:30pm
happy hourhappy hour

SPECIALLY 
PRICED APPS.

Sunday Brunch 10:30-2:30 
FEATURING OUR OWN 

BUILD YOUR OWN 
Bloody Mary & Mimosa Bar
Plus Our Regular Menu Until 8 p.m.

Regular Menu & 
Delicious Specials
Live Music with 

Ray Crooks
Enjoy dinner & music 

and still 
get home early!

NEW YEARSNEW YEARS
EVE!EVE!

Join UsAnnual “Stuff The Truck” Event
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 •  11:30AM-5PM

Collecting NEW winter coats, hats, gloves, etc. 
and NEW unwrapped Toys for Kids ages 5-15. 

DONATE & RECEIVE A 
FREE PASTA DINNER!

Serving 4-9pm

OPEN 
NEW YEAR’S 

DAY
Serving 11:30am-9pm

Thanksgiving Reunion Weekend!
Wed., 11/26 - Rick 

(from Storytellers)
Fri., 11/28 - Eric Bascom

Sat., 11/29 - Floyd Patterson

9 Allen St., • Hampden Mini Mall • Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015
Open Mon, Closed Tues, Open Wed - Sun  |  www.giospizzeria.com

Stocking Stuffers • Teachers • Babysitters • Mail Carriers • Coaches

413-566-8015
PIZZERIA & LOUNGEPIZZERIA & LOUNGE

Visit Our Website To Enroll In Our Customer Loyalty Rewards Program!

QUICK & EASY
Gio’s E-Gift Cards
Available Online!

And The Holiday Hustle Begins!
Save Time and Money!

Order Online From Gio’s & SAVE
With Our Loyalty Rewards Program!

P
IZ

Z
A

 ,
 P

A S T A  &   C O
C

K
T

A
I

L
S

EST. 2011

PIZZERIA & LOUNGE

Try Our Try Our 
Delicious Holiday Delicious Holiday 
Drink Specials!Drink Specials!

Please support 
our local 
restaurants 
this holiday 
season.

DINING OUT • HOLIDAY PARTIES • GIFT CARDS

di Hampden House
1 Allen Street, Hampden • 413-566-8324

ANNUAL GIFT CARD SALE!
3 Weekends:

December 5, 6, 7
December 12, 13, 14
December 19, 20, 21

For Every  $50 Gift Card Purchased, 
Receive A $10 Gift Card FREE! 

No Limit, No Expiration

BOOK YOUR NEXT FUNCTION WITH US!
lacucinagreenhouses@gmail.com

See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu
lacucinahampden.com

LOUNGE OPEN 
& PIZZA 7 DAYS

Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm

LIVE MUSIC!!! Every Friday & Saturday | Visit Facebook For Lineup

BAR OPEN 
LATE!

13TH ANNUAL 
TOYS FOR JOY TOY DRIVE

Monday, December 8th, 3-8pm
Receive 50% OFF Your Entree with the 

Donation of a New, Unwrapped Toy!

We have catering trays available 
for your holiday entertaining!

See our website for banquet & catering menus.

Here is the fire log for 
the Monson Fire Department 
for the week of Nov. 10 – Nov. 
16, 2025. The department re-
sponded to 22 EMS calls and 
2 Fire calls.

On Monday Nov. 10 at 
9:09 p.m. the department re-
sponded to the area of 206 
Brimfield Road for the tree 
on wires. The department re-
turned to service at 9:30 p.m.

On Tuesday Nov. 11 at 
8:57 the department respond-
ed to 161 Moulton Hill Road 
for the vehicle fire. The de-
partment returned to service 
at 11 p.m.

Here is the fire log for the 
Monson Fire Department for 
the week of Nov. 17 – Nov. 

23. The department respond-
ed to 27 EMS calls and 3 Fire 
calls.

On Wednesday, Nov. 19 
at 9:04 p.m. the department 
responded to 178 Town Farm 
Road for the rubbish fire. The 
department returned to ser-
vice at 9:35 p.m.

On Saturday Nov. 22 at 
4:09 p.m.  the department re-
sponded to 294 Boston Road- 
West for the smoke investiga-
tion. The department returned 
to service at 4:29 p.m.

On Sunday Nov. 23 at 
3:33 p.m. the department re-
sponded to 195 Brimfield 
Road for the alarm sounding. 
The department returned to 
service at 4:09 p.m.

  Monson Fire Logs Palmer  Senior Center
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PALMER – On Friday, 
Nov. 14, Pathfinder football 
picked up a Week 10 win over 
Smith Vocational 42-12. Path-
finder had multiple turnovers 
in the first half to get up fast 
in the game. The matchup was 
the first round of the vocation-
al school football tournament, 
with Pathfinder advancing to 
face Cape Cod Regional Tech 
on Friday, Nov. 21. High-
lights from that matchup will 
be in next week’s edition.

Pioneers beat Smith 
in vocational tournament PALMER – The Palmer 

High School football team 
was defeated by SICS at 
American International Col-
lege on Nov. 14 in a Week 
10 nonplayoff matchup. The 
Panthers were in the game 
through, but SICS was just 
one score better late in the 
game. The Panthers would 
fall to an even 5-5 on the sea-
son with its annual Thanks-
giving Day matchup with 
Ludlow at home left to play.

Panthers fall in Week 10

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Noah Fredette takes a shot. Alexa Gould sends a shot away. Xavian Salsbury focuses as he readies a shot.

Marissa Robinson receives a 
pass.

Patrick Flynn looks for the layup.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Matthew Santos kicks off for the Panthers.

Jimmy Sem gets the tackle 
for the Panthers.

Dylan Doherty returns an 
interception for several yards.

Dimitri Nava and Kodah Laviolette-Gonzalez combine on a block.

Turley photos by 
Gregory A. Scibelli

Dustyn Cook kicks off for 
the Pioneers.The Pathfinder defensive line goes for the ball carrier.

Stephen Curtis makes a tackle 
attempt. Grayson Griswold gets ready to make a handoff.

Jarett Skowyra takes the 
snap for a point-after kick.

FOOTBALL

CHICOPEE – Last Tues-
day afternoon, Palmer’s Uni-
fied basketball team was one 
of the participating schools in 
the year-end jamboree event 
hosted by Chicopee Compre-
hensive High School, capping 
a great year of contests for the 
Panthers, which have had a 
very successful program the 
past few years. More cover-
age from the unified basket-
ball jamboree will be in next 
week’s edition.

Palmer Unified 
basketball action

Makayla Carny sends a long pass across the court.

The Pioneers get a tackle of a kick returner on special 
teams.
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Athlete of the Week

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

413-967-3327
www.moultoninsurance.com

Alexa Gould
Palmer High School

Gould was part of the Palmer Unified basketball 
team that had a phenomenal season capped 
participating in the end-of-season jamboree at 
Chicopee Comprehensive last week.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli 
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to 
gscibelli@turley.com.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD – 
As an eighth grader, Hannah 
Murphy recorded a hat-trick 
and had an assist helping the 
Monson girls’ soccer team 
post an 8-2 victory over Gran-
by in the Western Mass. Class 
D semifinals. 

Murphy and her Lady 
Mustangs teammates also 
swept the season series against 
the Lady Rams during the next 
three seasons.  

The tide turned this fall, 
as Granby squeaked out a 
pair one-goal victories against 
Monson during the regular 
season.

The third meeting of the 
2025 campaign between the 
Central Division rivals took 
place in Division 5 state semi-
finals.

Murphy, who broke the 
state record for goals during 
the regular season, managed 

to keep her outstanding high 
school soccer career alive for 
one more match. She netted the 
game-winning goal with 2:32 
remaining in the second over-
time, giving the fourth-seeded 
Lady Mustangs a 2-1 victo-
ry over the top-seeded Lady 
Rams on a windy and cold 
evening at Clark Field located 
on the West Springfield High 
School campus on November 
17.

“I just told Hannah that 
she was the best player on the 
field tonight,” said Monson 
head coach Larry Pagliaro. 
“It was an unbelievable goal 
by her in overtime. We’re now 
looking forward to playing 
one final game in the state fi-
nals.”

Monson (12-10-1) was 
scheduled to face third-seeded 
Hull in the state finals at Curry 
College in Milton, last Satur-
day afternoon. The Lady Mus-
tangs advanced into the state 
semifinals following home 

victories against 29th-seeded 
Franklin County Tech (4-0), 
13th-seeded Holbrook (7-0) 
and fifth-seeded Saint John 
Paul II (5-3).

Granby finished their out-
standing season with a 15-4-4 
record.

“We beat Monson twice 
during the regular season, but 
the game that really mattered 
was this one,” said Granby 
head coach Bob Weaver. “It’s 
a frustrating loss because you 
never know if you’ll ever 
make it back here again. We 
had a great season.”

The Lady Rams defeated 
32nd-seeded Mahar Regional 
(2-0), 17th-seeded West Boyl-
ston (8-1), and the ninth-seed-
ed Rising Tide Charter School 
(3-0) in the state tournament. 

While Murphy is the only 
senior listed on the Lady Mus-
tangs roster, the three Lady 
Rams seniors are Kaitlyn Cur-
ran, Mylin Laliberte, and Ava 
Elizabeth Loughman, who’s 

recovering from an ACL in-
jury. She’s hoping to play la-
crosse next spring.

One of the Lady Rams 
younger players is junior Kalli 
White, who has more than 100 
career points.

During the first 30 min-
utes of the opening half, White 
and freshman Marcela Tapia 
had a couple of shot attempts 
for the Lady Rams.

However, the contest re-
mained scoreless until the 31st 
minute.

That’s when Murphy 
blasted a free kick from the 
top of the box into the upper 
right corner of the net past 
Granby junior goalie Meredith 
Bartosz, who made four saves. 

At the end of the regular 
season, Murphy was selected 
to the All-New England All-
Star team.

The other four Western 
Mass. All New England play-
ers are Mila Dillard (Pope 
Francis), Maeve Turmel (Pope 

Francis), Gracie DiStefano 
(Longmeadow High School), 
and Rhaya Manning (Long-
meadow High School).

The Lady Mustangs held 
onto the 1-0 lead for almost 
the entire second half.

With a little more than six 
minutes remaining in regula-
tion, Granby sophomore Kae-
lyn Slapski delivered a for-
ward pass to White, who beat 
a couple of defenders for the 
ball before firing a low shot 
into the right corner past Mon-
son sophomore goalie Grace 
Berry (11 saves).

“We never felt like we 
were out of the game,” Weaver 
said. “We had a lot of chanc-
es in the first half, but we just 
didn’t finish them. We contin-
ued putting pressure on them 
in the second half.”

White was selected to the 
Class D All-State team for the 
second consecutive year. Bar-
tosz was also named to the 
All-State team.

Neither team was able to 
score a goal during the final 
five minutes of regulation or 
in the first 10-minute overtime 
period.

Just when it looked like 
the outcome of the match 
would be decided in a penalty 
shootout, Murphy, who’ll be 
playing college soccer at Sa-
cred Heart University, became 
the hero late in the second OT.

Following a throw-in 
along the left sideline, Murphy 
dribbled the ball into the box 
before poking a shot into the 
back of the net for the game 
winning goal. 

When the two rivals face 
each other again next fall, the 
Lady Rams defense won’t 
have to worry about one of the 
best girls’ high school soccer 
players in the state scoring 
anymore goals against them. 

Full coverage from Mon-
son’s matchup with Hull in 
the state finals will be in next 
week’s edition.

SOCCER

Overtime goal lifts Monson to state finals

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Bondsville League
WARE – It is week 12 of 

the Wednesday Night Bonds-
ville League at Roll-A-Way 
Lanes. 

During week 12, Team 
UMass bowled against Fire 
Mountain on lanes three and 
four of Roll-A-Way Lanes. 
In game one, Fire Mountain 
defeated Team UMass with a 
score of 469-455. Gary Del-
isle of Fire Mountain bowled 
the highest game in game one 
with a 109. 

In game two, Team UMa-
ss won by a score of 487-441. 
In game three, Fire Mountain 
defeated Team UMass by a 
score of 502-470. Delisle fin-
ished the match by bowling 
111. With Fire Mountain’s 
32-point victory in game 
three, the final score ended at 
a tie, 1412-1412. 

Zeke’s Freaks bowled 
against Cannonballs during 
week twelve. In game one, 
Zeke’s Freaks won by a score 
of 480-455. Micah Hinkley of 
Cannonballs bowled the high-
est game with a 129, but the 
team fell short against Zeke’s 
Freaks. 

In game two, Zeke’s 
Freaks won again by a score 
of 470-432. The third and 
final game was a close one 
as Cannonballs won by one 
point, 450-449. Zeke’s Freaks 
won total pinfall with a final 

score of 1399-1337. 
Spare Parts Bud bowled 

against Night Hawks in week 
twelve. In game one, Night 
Hawks were victorious by a 
score of 473-453. Lee Robin-
son of Night Hawks began the 
match with 122. 

In game two, Night 
Hawks won again by a score 
of 498-459. Gavin Sinclair 
came out strong by bowling 
a 158. His father, Darryl Sin-
clair, had a good game as well 
with 131. 

In game three, Night 
Hawks won again for a three-
game sweep over Spare Parts 
Bud, 484-427. Sinclair fin-
ished with a 150 and bowled 
his best series of the season, 
411 (103, 158, 150). The final 
score was 1455-1339 in favor 
of Night Hawks. 

Sandri bowled against 
Slow Burners in week twelve. 
In game one, Sandri was vic-
torious by a score of 489-472. 
Sue Horton of Sandri began 
the match by bowling a 133. 

In game two, Sandri won 
again by a score of 515-502. 
Horton had another good 
game during Sandri’s win, 
130. 

In game three, Sandri 
won to sweep the Slow Burn-
ers, 521-467. Horton finished 
with a 112 and a series of 375. 
Rich Picotte of Sandri had a 
strong finish with 135 and a 
series of 364. The final score 
was 1525-1441 in favor of 
Sandri. 

P&J Meats bowled 

against The Snappers in 
week twelve. In game one, 
P&J Meats won by a score 
of 480-447. Shaun Midura of 
P&J Meats began with 119. 
Kevin Krasnecky of Snappers 
bowled well in game one with 
121. 

In game two, Snappers 
were victorious by a score 
of 449-430. Krasnecky had 
the highest game on his team 
with 107. 

In game three, Snappers 
won by a score of 478-455. 
Krasnecky finished with 124 
and a series of 352. The final 
score was 1374-1365 in favor 
of Snappers. 

The Flaming Bowling 
Balls bowled against Ironmen 
in week twelve. In game one, 
Ironmen won by a score of 
445-434. Billy Brunk of Iron-
men had the best game with 
114. 

In game two, Ironmen 
won again by a score of 504-
489. Three out of four mem-
bers of Ironmen scored in the 
120s, with Pete Swistak hav-
ing the highest game of 126. 

In game three, Ironmen 
won by a score of 464-462. 
The game came down to the 
last ball as Ryan McCarthy of 
Flaming Bowling Balls was 
working on a spare needed a 
strike fill to win the game by 
one; he dropped seven. 

Swistak finished with a 
118 and a three-game series 
of 342. The final score was 
1413-1385 in favor of Iron-
men. 

Candlepin League News

FRANKLIN – The Mas-
sachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association recently 
approved a couple of chang-
es in their calendar, includ-
ing codifying a practice that 
is already in place. The big-
gest change will be the start 
of the fall season for football 
preseason while two other 
changes were denied.

The Board of Directors 
voted to set the official start 
date of all fall sports, includ-
ing football at two Mondays 
prior to Labor Day, beginning 
with the 2026-2027 school 
year. In recent years, football 

would begin the Friday prior 
to that Monday with the rest 
of the sports beginning two 
Mondays before Labor Day.

A proposal was denied to 
delay the start of winter pre-
season to the Tuesday follow-
ing Thanksgiving. Right now, 
practices immediately begin 
on Monday after Thanksgiv-
ing. The proposal sought to 
give an administrative day 
for schools to prepare for the 
winter season.

Another proposal denied 
was for all postseason tourna-
ment brackets to be released 
exclusively on weekdays, 

with the exception of the 
football brackets, which are 
released on the Sunday after 
Week 8 games conclude.

The final accepted pro-
posal was establishing a firm 
date for the end of all spring 
athletic seasons to be no later 
than the third Sunday in June, 
to coincide with the end of the 
academic year. It ensures that 
all postseason play and cham-
pionship would take place 
on a consistent timeline each 
year. This is the current prac-
tice so no noticeable change 
will be seen on the current 
MIAA calendar.

MIAA makes calendar change 
MILFORD, N.H. – Mo-

nadnock Speedway is set to 
close out another thrilling 
racing season with a night of 
celebration, recognition, and 
community. On Saturday, 
Dec.13 beginning at 5:30 
p.m., the speedway will host 
its highly anticipated An-
nual Awards Banquet at the 
Best Western in Keene, New 
Hampshire.

The event will spot-
light the achievements of 
the champions and top ten 
drivers in the regular week-
ly divisions, while also rec-
ognizing the top three in 

the Six Shooter Division, 
Teddy Bear Pools & Spas 
Triple Crown Champions, 
and competitors in the Young 
Gun Division for their ded-
ication and commitment to 
the sport. In addition, several 
specialty awards will be pre-
sented throughout the eve-
ning, honoring standout per-
formances and contributions 
both on and off the track.

Fans, drivers, teams, 
and families are invited to 
join the festivities as Monad-
nock Speedway celebrates 
the close of a competitive 
season and the community 

that makes it all possible. 
This annual tradition brings 
together the best of the rac-
ing family for an evening of 
camaraderie, reflection, and 
excitement for the upcoming 
season.

To purchase a ticket 
online go to:  https://square.
link/u/jHFglOQf

Tickets are limited! 
Event capacity is 200. Seat-
ing is 8 to 10 people per ta-
ble. Requests to be seated 
with another team may be 
made by emailing the speed-
way @ monadnockspeed-
way@ymail.com.

Monadnock set to hold banquet

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds (3-
10-2-1) rode a magnificent 
night from their goaltender to 
a 2-0 shutout victory over the 
Utica Comets (2-9-2-1) on 
Friday night inside a sold-out 
MassMutual Center.

An unlikely source got 
the T-Birds onto the score-
sheet just 4:04 into the peri-
od, as defenseman Leo Loof 

made a wise read from the 
defensive zone, jumping 
into a rush to create a 2-on-
1 attack. With Jakub Stan-
cl crashing the net from the 
left-wing side, Loof used the 
shooting lane available to 
him, snapping a wrister over 
Nico Daws’ blocker, giving 
Springfield the one-goal edge 
off setups from Hugh Mc-
Ging and Nikita Alexandrov.

Georgi Romanov got the 
nod in the T-Birds’ goal crease 
and answered the bell in the 
opening 20 minutes, making 
eight stops while his defense 
in front of him limited Utica’s 
high-danger chances.

The middle period did 
not produce much in the way 
of chances, but the Comets 
made a strong push in the 
final minutes of the frame, 

and Romanov was forced to 
be at his best with a handful 
of saves off redirections. The 
netminder also got some for-
tunate luck on one occasion 
as a Mike Hardman deflec-
tion attempt glanced off the 
underside of the crossbar, but 
stayed out. 

Springfield also killed off 
one Utica power play attempt 
in the later stages of the sec-

ond, while Utica went 2-for-2 
to begin its night on the penal-
ty kill, including 1:16 of pow-
er play time for the T-Birds 
at the start of the third. The 
Comets relentlessly pressured 
the Springfield net throughout 
the third, but Romanov had 
answers time and time again. 
Utica finished the game with 
33 shots, but Romanov had 
stops on every one.

Calle Rosen finally put 
the game away with 1:11 to 
play, taking a pass from Ro-
manov behind the net and 
lobbing a shot 200 feet down 
the ice and into a yawning 
cage to round out the scoring. 
The netminder’s first shutout 
and win as a T-Bird also gave 
Springfield its second straight 
win on home ice.

Springfield Thunderbirds score win over Utica Comets

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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Attendees also contributed 
monetary donations, which 
the Marines will retrieve 
alongside the toys.

A homemade bake sale 
brought in funds for the Mon-
son Senior Center, helping 
support holiday gift bags 
for local seniors. Raffle pro-
ceeds will be split between 
the Monson Community 
Cupboard and a children’s 
Christmas party scheduled 
for December 14; an annual 
gathering that brings together 
30 local kids with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus.

“It’s our fifth year doing 
this, and a lot of wonderful 
people pitch in,” Lawrence 
said. “We really try to make 
this a place where nobody 
gets turned away. If we have 
food, we’re going to share it.”

Deborah and her husband 
took over the TJ’s Tavern bar 
operation from the Ameri-
can Legion five years ago, 
and since then the space has 
grown into a true community 
hub. The pavilion behind the 
building frequently hosts Girl 
Scout bridging ceremonies, 
father-daughter dances, se-
nior class fundraisers, pocket-
book bingo events, and gath-
erings for local nonprofits.

The Lawrences also pro-
vide free meals to veterans on 
Veterans Day and regularly 
invite EMS crews, firefight-
ers, and police officers to stop 
in for complimentary meals 
during various holiday events. 

“We’re a charitable group 
here,” Lawrence said. “We 
don’t want to be just a tavern. 
We really want to give back.”

This year’s cook-off fea-
tured fewer entries than last 
year’s 20-plus soups, some-
thing Lawrence attributed to 
difficult times for many fam-
ilies, but the variety was im-
pressive and entirely original.

“For the first time in five 
years, we didn’t have any 
duplicates,” she said. “Every 
soup was different.”

Entries included:
• Seafood chowder
• Cheddar and broccoli 

soup served with onion crack-
ers

• Mexican wedding soup 
(albondigas)

• Ham and potato
• Homemade garden to-

mato soup
• Kale and orzo (with 

carrot and onions) soup
• Butternut crab bisque
• Beef and barley
• Corn chowder with ba-

con
• Loaded baked potato 

soup
Cornbread, oyster crack-

ers, coffee, and tasting cups 
lined the tables as attendees 
sampled each pot and chat-
ted with neighbors. Football 
played on TVs above the bar, 
adding to the relaxed, festive 
atmosphere.

Although Lawrence is a 
three-time winner at the Tail-
gate Tavern’s cook-off, thanks 
to a seafood soup she refuses 
to taste herself, she chose not 

to enter this year at her own 
establishment. “It just doesn’t 
feel right to compete when 
you’re the owner,” she said 
with a laugh. “But I’ll brag 
that the church put my recipe 
in their cookbook.”

The event also high-
lighted the work of Monson 
Together, a local grassroots 
group focused on helping 
families. Led in part by Law-
rence’s daughter-in-law, Kar-
en Davis, the organization is 
collecting toys and assisting 
local families in need this hol-
iday season. “It’s tough this 
year,” Lawrence said. “Par-
ents are asking for basics… 
clothes, boots, shoes. A lot of 
people are struggling.”

She personally spon-
sors a family each year and 
encourages others to do the 
same or donate what they can.

Between the raffle tables, 
the dessert counter, and the 
long line of slow cookers bub-
bling with homemade soups, 
the event once again show-
cased TJ’s Tavern’s evolving 
role as a centerpiece of civic 
life in Monson.

“It’s nice to come togeth-
er as a community and enjoy 
something like this,” Law-
rence said. “It’s been a hard 
year for many, but people still 
show up for each other.”

As residents lingered 
over their samples, traded 
recipe ideas, and placed their 
votes for first, second, and 
third place, the spirit of gen-
erosity and the smell of good 
food filled the room.

MONSON – Join 
“Chime In” for a magical 
experience, enveloped in the 
musical delights of hand-
bells hosted by St. Patrick’s 
Church located at 22 Green 
Street, Monson at 3 p.m. on 
Dec. 7, 2025. This concert is 
FREE.

Ring, revel, and re-
joice throughout this con-
cert. Chime In! Music with 
a Mission is a truly magical 
experience for friends and 
family, enveloped in the mu-
sical delights of handbells. 
They offer a wide range of 
dynamic music, be it a col-
lection of beloved carols, a 
singular arrangement of a 
traditional tune, or a riotous 

cacophony of boom-whack-
ers and organ pipes re-
claimed as chimes. One 
hundred twenty-five hand-
bells plus chimes and gongs 
are sure to warm your hearts 
during this joyous season.

Chime In! Music With 
a Mission brings joy and 
fun to their handbell per-
formances. Their concerts 
of secular and sacred music 
embrace audience participa-
tion. 

Where else do you get 
the opportunity to mingle 
with the performers and 
their instruments?

Guests will be encour-
aged to try their hands at 
playing bells, chimes, and 

even some of their more 
unusual instruments af-
ter the concert when they 
might try out the handbells 
themselves. Children are of-
ten encouraged to try their 
hands on the bells.

The choirs of Chime In! 
have been sharing their love 
of music with the commu-
nity for more than 20 years, 
at multiple venues – from 
New Haven’s International 
Festival of Arts and Ideas, to 
the Bethlehem Fair, UMa-
ss, Carnegie Hall, and now 
right here in Monson.

Light refreshments will 
be served after the concert 
at the Parish Hall (Columbia 
Hall) across the street.

Musical delights of handbells Dec. 7

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

The overflowing donation box for Toys 4 Tots.

Corn Chowder with bacon and the beef and barley soup.

Kale and orzo soup, with carrots and onions.

Full Service Jewelry
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95 Main Street, Ware • 413-277-0364
 Extended Holiday Hours

  413-277-0634 • dioguardijewelers.com
  Michael Harris 

Happy Holidays To Everyone!
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Nov. 15th - Dec. 24th

Gift Certificates Available!
*Excludes 
Fire & Ice 
Diamonds

The Moonlit Forrest
130 Main Street, Monson
themoonlitforrest.com

(413) 438-4858

Birth Chart Readings
Medical Astrological Readings

Sound Healing Sessions
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Crystals, Jewelry, Sage, Incense, 
Books, Candles, Tarot Decks, 

Intention Jars, Journals 
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BOXCAR BRICKS
“Toys, treasures & touch 
of adventure – just like 

the old days.”

PICK-A-BRICK!

2064 Main St., Three Rivers, MA 01080
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GAMING 
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1444 N. Main St • Palmer, MA 01069 
 413.231.3988 • ouamtgaming.com
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Cards, collectibles, gaming,
and more...

Make a memory everyday

Diamond Junction 
Bowling Lanes

1446 N. Main St • Palmer, MA
413.289.0013 • diamondjunctionlanes.com

Candlepin bowling 

Birthday Parties

Tournaments & Leagues

Club Car Bar

Candlepin bowling 

Birthday Parties

Tournaments & Leagues

Club Car Bar
Blacklight Bowling 
Fri & Sat 9pm - 12am

$20 all you can bowl!

Blacklight Bowling 
Fri & Sat 9pm - 12am

$20 all you can bowl!
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MAC to 
present ‘It’s 
A Wonderful 
Life’ play

MONSON–The Mon-
son Arts Council is proud 
to present “It’s A Won-
derful Life: A Live Radio 
Play” on Friday, Dec. 5 
and Saturday, Dec. 6 at 
Granite Valley Middle 
School. 

“When financial ruin 
threatens, George Bailey 
is wrought for a way out. 
As his options close in on 
him, a guardian angel is 
sent to show him that it 
truly is a wonderful life,” 
said director Amos Lake. 
“We’re excited to have 
you join this star-studded 
cast of talent as they trans-
port you via the airways of 
WBOR to Bedford Falls in 
this classic radio play.”

Performances will be 
held at 7 p.m. Tickets are 
priced at $20, available 
online and at the door. 

“There is always 
hope. You never know 
what people crossing your 
path are really angels in 
disguise,” said producer 
Tony Esposito.

This show marks the 
first collaboration be-
tween Granite Valley and 
the Monson Arts Council 
theater committee. It is the 
group’s second radio play-
style performance, and the 
Arts Council is proud to 
partner with independent 
local radio station 97.7 
FM to bring the radio-play 
experience to life. 

“The story is one we 
can all relate to right now,” 
Lake said. “We may feel 
defeated, we may feel fear 
for the future, but this sto-
ry also reminds us there is 
hope, and together we can 
overcome what seems im-
possible.”

A full cast list, ticket 
purchase link, and addi-
tional information is avail-
able at the Monson Arts 
Council’s website, Mon-
sonArtsCouncil.org. 

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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$199
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN
CUTLETS ..................................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
11/27/25-12/3/2511/27/25-12/3/25

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ..........

USDA INSP. FROZEN

HADDOCK FILLET SKINLESS .....

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TEMPURA BREADED
SHRIMP 12 OZ. BOX .......................... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$599
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGH TRAY PAK ...............

$899
USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN PARTY CUT

CHICKEN WINGS 5 LB BAG ...............

ea
$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$233
lb

lb

$399
USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED PORK
LOIN CHOPS ..........................

USDA INSP. STORE MADE CAROLINA 
GOLD MARINATED BONELESS
CHICKEN THIGHS ..............
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED
PORK BUTT STRIPS .......... lb

lb
$369

$335

lb
$166

69¢

ea

BEEF CHUCK 
STEAKS or ROAST

lb
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SPARE RIBS .................

$249
lb

$699
lb

BEEF
SHORT RIBS

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$599
lb

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Lew Garland’s Christmas SLew Garland’s Christmas Studiotudio
59 Years Creating Christmas Ornaments and 59 Years Creating Christmas Ornaments and 

Decorations to make your Holiday Cheery & Bright!Decorations to make your Holiday Cheery & Bright!

Seasons Greetings

Handpainted Handcrafted

~ KEN ALAN ORIGINALS ~
Open Weekends 10-6 pm

After Thanksgiving until Christmas Eve Daily 10-6pm
252 Main Street, P.O. Box 133, Monson, MA 01057

• www.christmasstudio.net • 413-267-3342 •

Featuring Ken’s magnificent Florentine inspired 
Gold Trees, Topiaries, Cornucopias, 

Ornaments and more...
Featured in prestigious 

catalogues and shops throughout the country!
NEW Exciting designs from

Poland, Germany and Around the World
Original Decorations made here in our studio

McCrays Farm
55 Alvord Street

South Hadley

WWW.MCCRAYS-FARM.COM/HOLIDAYLIGHTS

LET’S MAKE 
THIS SEASON

MERRY, BRIGHT,
AND TOTALLY LIT!

Come experience magical 
30-40 minute stroll 
around the farm - 

surrounded by hundreds of 
thousands of dazzling lights!

Explore tractors, trees,
tunnels and so much more!

Enjoy tons of photo ops and 
brand new light displays!

NAT FALK
64 Main St., Ware • 967-6721

BIG & TALLS
FREE ALTERATIONS

JIM’S FORMALWARE SUPPLIER
BOY SCOUT SUPPLIER*

*Some Restrictions Apply

OPEN 
Sundays 12-5

& Mondays 9-5 
til Christmas;
Tues. 10-5:30;

Wed. 10-6; 
Thurs. & Fri. 9-7; 

Sat. 9-4

THE

BETTER BEAN
MONSON, MA

EST 2023

AMANDA ROY
Local Caffeine Dealer

186 Main Street, 1R
Monson, MA 01057

413-893-9377
BetterBean413@gmail.com

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!

Stop InStop In
   Today!Today!

Sunflower; the implemen-
tation of a new meal ticket 
system; a third-grade cultural 
presentation on Native Peo-
ples; a PBIS reward called 
“Photo with Friends”; and a 
popular enrichment activity 
that allows students to spend 
“Cub Cash” to interact with 
a visiting Polish Flip rabbit, 
Colin Till. They also high-
lighted upcoming picture re-
takes, Thanksgiving recess, 
and parent-teacher confer-
ences.

At the high school level, 
senior representative Kelsey 
Coyle summarized a full 
slate of October and Novem-
ber events, including UMass 
Band Day, college readiness 
activities, statewide leader-
ship conferences, the home-
coming dance, and the an-
nual Veterans Day ceremony 
honoring 15 local veterans. 
She also reviewed recent fall 
athletic performances, pre-
viewed the start of winter 

sports on Dec. 1, and outlined 
a variety of student fundrais-
ers and upcoming events such 
as the National Honor Society 
induction, the Student Coun-
cil food drive, and the Santa 
Breakfast and Winter Craft 
Fair.

Superintendent’s Report
A major highlight of 

the evening came with the 
presentation of the John and 
Abigail Adams Scholarships 
to 12 Palmer High School 
students, an honor award-
ed for high performance on 
MCAS exams that provides 
four years of tuition waiver 
at Massachusetts public col-
leges and universities. Princi-
pal Susan North described the 
achievement, noting, “This 
scholarship is based on a stu-
dent’s high academic achieve-
ment on the MCAS exams. 
The students have qualified 
to receive a four-year scholar-
ship upon their acceptance to 
a participating Massachusetts 
public institution of higher 
education.”

Superintendent Matthew 

Francis then delivered a de-
tailed overview of the dis-
trict’s FY26 federal entitle-
ment grants under ESSA and 
IDEA. He emphasized the 
substantial workload required 
of the district’s grants manag-
er, saying, “Anything that’s 
being paid out of any of these 
grants, that individual is re-
sponsible for doing that, rec-
onciling, and doing the final 
end-of-the-year reports.” The 
district receives more than $1 
million through these grants, 
much of which supports in-
structional staff, parapro-
fessionals, intervention pro-
grams, technology upgrades, 
SEL initiatives, and special 
education services. Francis 
also warned that potential de-
lays or freezes in federal ap-
propriations for FY27 could 
create serious challenges for 
the district, remarking, “It 
would be detrimental,” giv-
en the extent to which the 
schools rely on these funds.

North also presented a 
comprehensive “State of the 
Schools” report for Palmer 

High School. Enrollment this 
fall stands at 393 students, 
with a diverse student popula-
tion and significant represen-
tation of low-income students 
and students with disabili-
ties. Academic performance 
showed notable growth across 
math, ELA, and science, 
with math growth exceeding 
pre-pandemic levels and 7th 
grade ELA proficiency rising 
from 21% to 34%. The school 
has implemented new curric-
ula, expanded its AP offer-
ings, and strengthened writ-
ing and reading instruction.

The principal high-
lighted successful program 
expansions across history, 
world language, the arts, and 
student support services. She 
described the school’s new-
ly established “Zen Den” as 
a calming space to help stu-
dents regulate and re-engage 
in learning, saying, “It’s a 
calming space to help stu-
dents regulate their behavior 
so that they can get back in 
their classrooms to learn.” 
North also celebrated a ma-

jor achievement in special 
education: “Our recent DESE 
tiered focused monitoring re-
view resulted in no findings 
of non-compliance,” she said, 
praising her staff for their 
professionalism and dedica-
tion.

North added that the 
school’s accountability rat-
ing has risen by 11 percent, 
earning PHS a state desig-
nation as a “School of Rec-
ognition.” Attendance has 
steadily improved for four 
consecutive years, dropout 
rates have fallen significantly, 
and the school continues to 
grow partnerships with orga-
nizations such as MassMutu-
al, Junior Achievement, and 
Birch, all of which support 
college and career readiness, 
mental health resources, and 
trauma-informed practices.

Finance Report
Treasurer Sarah Menard 

reported on district finances 
through Oct. 31, stating that 
65.5 percent of the district’s 
total budget has been spent 
or encumbered. The transpor-
tation budget is fully encum-
bered for the year, and other 
major categories including 
facilities, tuition, and tech-
nology are tracking as ex-
pected. Both Old Mill Pond 
and Palmer High School have 
spent just over 20 percent 
of their individual school 
budgets, in line with the cal-
endar year. Utilities will be 
reviewed midyear based on 
usage trends, and athletic 
transportation will be reclas-

sified for clarity in future 
budgets. Menard noted that 
the Kids Corner revolving ac-
count remains stable.

Student Activities Report 
(Internal Audit)

Menard also presented 
an internal audit of student 
activity accounts for FY25, 
completed due to the lack of 
recent external audits, which 
are required under state 
law for accounts exceeding 
$25,000. Her review identi-
fied several areas of concern, 
including outdated policies, 
inconsistent revenue and de-
posit practices, missing bank 
reconciliations, insufficient 
documentation for purchases, 
and the lack of advisor train-
ing. Some disbursements also 
lacked proper tax reporting. 
All student activity payments 
have now been shifted to the 
district’s accounts payable 
system to ensure compliance.

Menard emphasized 
the importance of address-
ing these issues quickly. 
“The findings are significant 
enough for us to be concerned 
and that we need to fix them 
right away,” she said. “We are 
not meeting all of what we’re 
supposed to do to have stu-
dent activities run correctly.”

To correct the deficien-
cies, the district will conduct 
an external audit for FY26, 
institute mandatory annual 
training for advisors start-
ing in December, update all 
policies and procedures, and 
close or repurpose inactive 
accounts.

AWARDS  ❙  from page 1

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net
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With great sad-
ness we said good-
bye to Stanley Peter 
Slowik, 94 of Palm-
er, Mass. on Oct. 29, 
2025. Stan was a 
beloved husband of 
Theresa A. Slowik 
(Henault), loving 
father and father-in-
law to Cheryl Slow-
ik & John Coady of 
Medway and Denise 
Slowik-Moran & Jim Moran of 
Hardwick, and devoted grand-
father to Erin and Ian Moran.

Stan was born in 1931 in 
Holyoke, MA to Agnes and Pe-
ter Slowik. In 1949, after grad-
uating Holyoke High School, 
Stan joined the Navy, where 
he served in Florida, Califor-
nia and on several submarines 
off the coast of Hawaii. After 
service, Stan attended Bentley 
College, graduating in 1953 
with a Bachelors in Finance, 
and continuing on to obtain his 

CPA from Western 
New England Col-
lege. Before starting 
his own tax and real 
estate company, P & 
S Associates, which 
he ran successfully 
for 25 years, Stan 
was an accountant at 
Hamilton Standard, 
a CPA at Hitchcock 
& Company and a 
Controller at Oxford 

Precision. Stan also served as 
a Trustee to Country Bank for 
many years.

Stan and Terry married in 
1958 and celebrated their 67th 
anniversary this October. Over 
the years they had a wide circle 
of friends, and loved dancing, 
traveling to all 50 states, sever-
al islands and Europe, and vis-
iting their condo in Sebastian, 
FL, which they enjoyed for 34 
years, often with visits from 
family and friends. Stan was a 
loyal Patriots fan until the end 

and always enjoyed watching 
games at family get togethers. 
In later years, he took great 
pride caring for his yard and 
Terry’s flower gardens.

Stan was very close to 
his nieces, nephews and their 
spouses - Joanne & Gary Trapp, 
Donald & Dianne Baranowski, 
Gary Henault, Betty & Bill 
Murrah, Theresa & Kevin Lew-
is and John & Joy Henault. 
Stan also enjoyed seeing his 
great nieces and nephews at 
family gatherings and keeping 
up with their growing families. 

Stan is predeceased by his 
sister and husband Josephine 
& Gene Baranowski, his niece, 
Sandy Costello, his nephews 
Ricky & Ronnie Henault, his 
sister and brother in-law Lee & 
Jerry Henault, and his father in-
law Roderick Henault, who he 
also loved dearly.

The family is planning 
to hold a celebration of life in 
March.

Stanley Peter Slowick

DEATH NOTICES
Stanley Peter Slowick
Died Oct. 29, 2025
Celebration of Life in March

Lawrence “Larry” E. Befford
Died Nov. 14, 2025
Services Dec. 5

Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2025. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 23-26, 2025.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 12, 2025

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Logan DistlerLogan Distler
September 22, 2024

Parents:  Daniel & Lisa Distler, Brimfield
Grandparents:  Christopher & Michele Mues, Warren

Carole & the late Bruce Distler, Long Island, NY

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Gauthier noted that while 
the vehicle is not meant for 
oversized farm animals, the 
need to transport them does 
arise in the region.

“We’ve had pigs twice 
this year…very, very large 
pigs,” she said during a tour 
of the facility before the pre-
sentation. “They can be very 
destructive, so we don’t put 
them in our main vehicle. 
We’re looking at potential-
ly getting a domestic farm 
animal transport trailer next 
year.”

The new van is part of 
ongoing improvements to 
the facility, which occupies 
a former veterinary clinic 
purchased in 2021. Upgrades 
include new flooring installed 
this summer, renovated rooms 
for training and enrichment, 
and expanded capacity for 
both dogs and cats. Gauthier 
explained that the facility in-
cludes five outdoor kennels, 
two dog exam rooms, and 
a large cat room capable of 
housing 20-30 cats.

During the tour, Gauthier 

addressed questions about an-
imal holds, rehabilitation, and 
when difficult decisions must 
be made.

“For dogs, we’re sup-
posed to keep them for seven 
days, then we can start place-
ment,” she said. “But we’ve 
kept animals here for much 
longer than months when 
needed.”

She described the recent 
success story of Trappy, a 
Cane Corso who was initial-
ly difficult to place due to his 
size and breed but eventually 
found a home after extensive 
training and evaluation.

Gauthier also acknowl-
edged the emotional chal-
lenges when an animal cannot 
be saved or placed.

“It’s rare, and we don’t 
like to do it,” she said. “They 
won’t leave an animal. They 
will sit with the animal the 
entire time. The doctor comes 
here so they can be in a space 
that’s familiar.”

Palmer Town Adminis-
trator Brad Brothers praised 
the teamwork behind the re-
gional operation.

“It takes a lot of effort 
to make regionals work,” 

Brothers said. “We’re thank-
ful we got a state earmark for 
$75,000 for this vehicle. This 
provides the tools we need to 
operate a municipal regional 
program.”

Sen. Oliveira emphasized 
that the funding was the result 
of close coordination within 
the legislative delegation.

“It really is a team ef-
fort,” Oliveira said. “Regional 
animal control centers, or any 
type of regional initiative, are 
about partnerships. In these 
challenging fiscal times, any 
help that communities and re-
gional collaboratives can get 

from the state, we are always 
interested in doing.”

He noted that although 
the money was secured in the 
FY25 budget, state checks of-
ten arrive later due to admin-
istrative processing. “We’re 
already in fiscal year 26 and 
preparing for 27,” he added. 
“But we always look for op-
portunities to invest in what’s 
needed.”

Oliveira also acknowl-
edged the overlapping local 
delegation, including Reps. 
Todd Smola, Brian Ashe, Bri-
an Nash, and representatives 
of Sen. Ryan Fattman and 

Sen. Peter Durant.
Rep. Brian Ashe, who 

joined the presentation, spoke 
about legislative efforts to 
strengthen animal protections 
statewide.

“You tend to gravitate 
toward things that are real-
ly your passion,” Ashe said. 
“I’ve had the pleasure of 
working with Senator Olivei-
ra before on animal bills for 
the betterment and care of an-
imals. Sadly, not everybody 
cares for them as much as 
they should.”

Ashe highlighted Ollie’s 
Law, the recently passed ken-
nel and doggy daycare regula-
tory bill he spearheaded with 
support from regional legis-
lators. The law, named for a 
young labradoodle killed in 
an unsupervised daycare in-
cident, establishes statewide 
safety standards for kennels.

“When you come to a 
place like this and see the 
work they’re doing, and have 
so many people come out to 
support it, it really means a 
lot,” he said.

Sen. Oliveira added that 
the governor’s Christmas card 
last year featured himself and 

Ashe holding puppies during 
the signing of the bill. “For all 
the animal lovers out there, 
that was a special moment,” 
he said.

Lawmakers agreed that 
MTRAC serves as a strong 
example of how small West-
ern Massachusetts towns can 
successfully collaborate.

“This facility is a model 
for regionalizing opportuni-
ties,” said Rep. Smola. “Small 
towns have lots of challeng-
es as time goes on, but your 
next-door neighbors are your 
best neighbors. The bonds 
you build with one another 
are extremely important.”

Officials closed the cer-
emony with a group photo 
in front of the new transport 
vehicle, encouraging those 
in attendance to step in and 
participate; including local 
police and fire chiefs, town 
officials, legislative aides, and 
animal control staff.

The event concluded 
with a round of applause and 
expressions of gratitude from 
state and local leaders, mark-
ing a significant milestone for 
the regional facility and the 
communities it serves.

FUNDS  ❙  from page 1

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Nicole Gauthier taking all the representatives and community 
members on a tour of the animal control facility.

PALMER – 
Lawrence “Larry” 
E. Befford, 49, 
passed away un-
expectedly at his 
home on Nov. 14, 
2025.  

Born in 
Springfield on Aug. 
18, 1976, he was 
the son of the late 
Susan (Laviolette) 
Befford and Robert 
Befford.  Larry grew up and 
lived all of his life in Palmer.  
He enjoyed stock car racing in 
Stafford, Riverside, Thompson 
and New Hampshire.  Besides 

his father, Bob, he is 
survived by his wife, 
Becky Befford and 
her children as well 
as one brother and 
two sisters.  

Visitation will 
take place at the 
Beers & Story Palmer 
Funeral Home on Fri-
day, Dec. 5 from 3-6 
p.m. with a gathering 
to follow at St. Joe’s 

Club in Thorndike.  
For those wishing, dona-

tions may be made in his honor 
to the American Cancer Soci-
ety in memory of his mom.

Lawrence “Larry” E. Befford

Obituaries
Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Journal Register
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LEGAL NOTICE
MONSON 

CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

Under the requirements of 
M.G.L. Chapter 131 § 40, the 
Monson Conservation Commis-
sion will hold a public meeting 
on Wednesday, December 10, 
2025 at 7:30 PM in the Large 
Meeting Room, Town Office 
Building, 110 Main Street. Un-
der consideration is a Request 
for Determination of Applica-
bility to determine if the work 
associated with the removal of 
soil to improve line-of-sight on 
Bumstead Road for the property 
located at 126 Bumstead Road, 
identified as Assessors Map 079, 
Parcel 003A, is subject to the 
Wetlands Protection Act. The ap-
plicant is the Monson Highway 
Department. The property owner 
is Lloyd Farrin.

Monson Conservation 
Commission 

11/27/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
MONSON 

CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

Under the requirements of 
M.G.L. Chapter 131 § 40, the 
Monson Conservation Commis-
sion will hold a public hearing on 
Wednesday, December 10, 2025 
at 7:40 PM in the Large Meeting 
Room, Town Office Building, 
110 Main Street. Under consid-
eration is a Notice of Intent for 
the work associated with the 
abatement and demolition of a 
building in the buffer zone of a 
Bordering Vegetated Wetland for 
the property located at 175 State 
Ave, identified as Assessors Map 
088, Parcel 001. The applicant 
is the Division of Capital Asset 
Management & Maintenance. 
The property owner is Monson 
Development LLC.

Monson Conservation 
Commission 

11/27/2025

PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the provi-

sions of Chapter 40A, Sections 9 

& 11 M.G.L., the Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing on 
Monday, December 8th, 2025, 
at 7:00 PM in the Palmer Police 
Station Meeting Room, 4419 
Main Street, Palmer, MA.

The applicant, Vasif Shah, is 
seeking a Special Permit as re-
quired by section 171.94(B)13 
to display two signs larger than 
permitted by the ordinance in 
the Highway Business Zoning 
District, located on the property 
at 1239 Park Street, Palmer. This 
parcel is also known as Assessors 
Map 56, Lot 7.

A copy of the application may 
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30 
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through 
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard 
on the application can contact 
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time 
and place designated above.

 This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s 
(MNPA) website (http://mass
publicnotices.org).

Norman Czech, Chairman 
11/20, 11/27/2025

TOWN OF BRIMFIELD
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
The Board of Selectmen 

will hold a public hearing on 
Monday, December 15, 2025 
beginning at 6:00 P.M. at the 
Brimfield Elementary School 
cafeteria, 22 Wales Road, 
Brimfield, MA to hear the appli-
cation filed by Deep Roots Dis-
tillery USA, LLC, located at 26 
Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA, 
for a Farmer Series Pouring Per-
mit pursuant to M.G.L. c. 138 § 
19H.  Persons with an interest in 
this application are requested to 
attend said hearing at the afore-
mentioned date and time.

Martin J. Kelly, Chair
Select Board

Town of Brimfield
23 Main Street

Brimfield, MA  01010
11/27/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P2342EA
Estate of: 

Marlene Ann Foisy
Also known as: 

Marlene A Foisy 
Date of Death: 06/19/2025

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by George P Foisy of 
Monson, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
George P Foisy of Monson, MA 
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 12/05/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: November 07, 2025 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

11/27/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD25C0340CA
In the matter of: 

Miranda Nadine Hinkel
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petit ion to Change 

Name of Adult has been filed 
by Miranda Nadine Hinkel of 
Palmer, MA requesting that the 
court enter a Decree changing 
their name to: 

Miranda Nadine Davenport
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appearance 
at: Hampden Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
12/10/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:  November 12, 2025 

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

11/27/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD25P2317EA
Estate of: 

Paul Eric Holloway
Date of Death: July 25, 2025 

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Kristina Do-
biecki of Holland, MA. 

Kristina Dobiecki of Hol-
land, MA has been informally 
appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate to serve 
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
11/27/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provisions 

of MA. Gen. Laws, Chap. 255, 
Sec. 39A, the following vehicles 

will be sold at public auction for 
towing and storage charges due: 
MERCEDES VIN:55SWF4K-
BXHU20026Y Raymond Ra-
motar 8744 Wellington View DR 
West Palm Beach, FL; BMW 
VIN:5UXFE435X9L261009 
Rosaridpa Fell 111 Mimosa DR 
Cherry Hill, NJ; JEEP VIN:-
1J4GW48S62C137014 Dillon 
Sezerns 130 School ST War-
ren, MA; HONDA VIN:2H-
KRM4HSXEH716059 Julie 
Gromosky 2268 Palmer, RD 
Three Rivers, MA; FORD 
VIN:1FAHP35N79W156895 
Mark Bamford 2042 Main ST 
Apt 4 Three Rivers, MA; BMW 
VIN:WBA5B3C59ED537133 
Devon Hawk 17 Old Thompson 
ST Palmer, MA; FORD VIN:-
3FA6POH79FR301257 Joush-
ua Crenshaw 217 Pasco RD 
Indian Orchard, MA; EV Bike 
Charlie Ricko 401 Liberty ST 
Springfield, MA; FORD VIN:-
3FA6POHR4DR109615 Trac-
ey Henderson 1262 S. Main ST 
Palmer, MA. This auction is to 
take place on December 1, 2025 
@ 10:00 A.M. @ LaBonte & 
Son, 241 Wilbraham St., Palmer, 
MA. 01069.  
11/13, 11/20, 11/27/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P2216EA
Estate of: 

Gail S Luzi  
Date of Death: 09/19/2025

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Todd E Luzi of 
Wilbraham, MA and Dana-Lee 
Luzi of Wilbraham, MA re-
questing that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Todd E Luzi of Wilbraham, 
MA and Dana-Lee Luzi of 
Wilbraham, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 12/12/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-

davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: November 21, 2025  

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

11/27/2025

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 

THE TRIAL COURT 
HAMPDEN, Div. 

Prnbate & Family Court Dept. 
HD25E0045PP 

To Adam F Padykula of Palm-
er, Hampden County, and to all 
other persons interested. 

A petition has been presented 
to said Court by Richard R. Pa-
dykula, Jr., of Deltona Florida, 
Volusia County, representing that 
they hold as tenants-in-common 
in an undivided part or share 
of land lying in Palmer, in the 
County of Hampden, setting 
forth that they desire that all of 
said land may be sold at private 
sale or public auction for not less 
than Three Hundred Thousand 
($300,000.00) Dollars, and pray-
ing that partition may be made of 
all the land aforesaid according 
to law, and to that end that a com-
missioner be appointed to make 
such partition and be ordered to 
make sale and conveyance of all, 
or any part of said land which 
the Court finds cannot be advan-
tageously divided either at pri-
vate sale or public auction, and 
be ordered to distribute the net 
proceeds thereof after full adju-
dication of the equitable claims 
contained in said petition and 
supplemental memorandum filed 
with the Court. 

If you desire to object thereto, 
you or your attorney, should file a 
written appearance in said Court 
at Springfield before ten o’clock 
in the forenoon on the seventh 
day of January 2026, the return 
day of this citation. 

Witness, BARBARA M. 
HYLAND, Esquire, First Justice 
of said Court, this 6th day of No-
vember 2025. 

Rosemary A. Saccomani, 
Register 

11/27, 12/04, 12/11/2025

Public notices

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$119999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$369.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

$699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

HUNDREDS OF BIKES     E-BIKES!  

HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$329.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

20% Off
ALL TOYS!

With this ad.  Expires 12/2/2025MATTRESS SALE!

OPEN BLACK FRIDAY
8AM-9PM

WE BEAT ALL APPLIANCES DEALS!

..............$269.99

Nobody dreams
of having

multiple sclerosis
Some dreams are universal: 
hitting a ball over the Green 
Monster; winning the World 
Series with a grand slam in 
the bottom of the ninth inning. 
Finding out you have have MS 
is not one of them.

M u l t i p l e  s c l e r o s i s  i s  a 
devastating disease of the 
c e n t r a l  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m 
where the body’s immune 
system attacks the insulation 
surrounding the nerves. It 
strikes adults in the prime of 
life - and changes lives forever.

To  he lp  make  the  d ream 
o f  end ing  MS come t rue, 
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us 
online at nationalmsscociety.org.

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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FIREWOOD
DRYFIREWOOD Oak/maple, cu/split/
delivered, $300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more. 

Edwin Wroblewski Logging, 
413-824-0731. 

Buying standing timber, 
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SWIFT RIVER SUPPLY 

We buy guns. 
Federal and state licensed. 

413-658-5690.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, 

no project too small. Service upgrades, 
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  

Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.  
Wilbraham residential only  Call or Text 
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT 
DIESEL MECHANIC

In charge of daily repairs & maintenance 
on trucks as well as keeping equipment 
records/ordering parts. Health insurance/
vacation. Mon-Fri. Come & meet with us!  

RB Enterprises 
Ludlow, MA

Town of Worthington
Highway Position Opening

The Town of Worthington is soliciting letters 
of interest from qualified candidates to fill 
two full-time Equipment Operator/General 
Laborer positions in the Town Highway De-
partment. 
Valid MA CDL operator, Hydraulic Hoister’s 
licenses and OSHA-10 certification is pre-
ferred.
• salary rate range: $26.49 - $38.59 per

hour
Further information can be found on the 

Town’s website:
www.worthington-ma.us

Questions will be answered by the Highway 
Superintendent at 64 Huntington Road, 
Monday – Friday, 7 AM to 3 PM; the tele-
phone number is 413-238-5830 or send 
letter of interest, resume and three (3) ref-
erences with relevant contact information 
to: highway@worthington-ma.us or to 
Worthington Highway Department, PO 
Box 643, Worthington, MA, 01098.  This 
posting will remain pertinent until the po-
sition is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON 
INVITATION TO BID

SNOW PLOWING SERVICES

The Town of Worthington Highway Depart-
ment is soliciting bids for seasonal plowing 
services for the 2025–2026 winter season. 
Work will include plowing backroads and 
selected blacktop sections throughout the 
Town of Worthington.
Minimum equipment requirements:
• ¾-ton truck or larger
• 8-foot plow (minimum)
Please contact the Worthington Highway
Department for bid specifications and route 
details: 
Worthington Highway Department 
64 Huntington Road
Worthington, MA 01098 
Phone: 413-238-5830 
Email: highway@worthington-ma.us
The Town of Worthington reserves the
right to accept or reject any and all bids
deemed to be in the best interest of the
Town.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very 
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental 
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES HELP WANTED PAINTING

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

REAL ESTATE

PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, 
exterior painting and wallpapering. 

Also minor carpentry. 
413-310-5099.

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393
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Keep Winter Outside.
Get Your Energy Efficient Doors Today.

Nothing defines a home’s aesthetic like the front door; it sets 
the mood for your entire home and calls for inspired design 
with superior quality.

Whether your style is casual, traditional, or modern, our door 
collections are expertly curated, drawing inspiration from the 
latest trends to bring your home design vision to life.

413-485-7335  •  WindowWorldOfWesternMA.com  •  Belchertown  •  Westfield  •  Adams

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.

NO SUBCONTRACTORS.

Nothing defines a home’s aesthetic like the front door; it sets the mood for 
your entire home and calls for inspired design with superior quality.

Whether your style is casual, traditional, or modern, our door collections are 
expertly curated, drawing inspiration from the latest trends to bring your 
home design vision to life.


