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PALMER – The School Com-
mittee had a special meeting after 
Christmas to make arrangements to 
put together a committee to find the 
new school superintendent.

Bonny Rathbone, the Chairper-
son of the committee, said that the 

committee met with Liz Lafond, a 
representative from the Massachu-
setts Association of School Com-
mittees, to talk about the steps in-
volved in hiring a superintendent for 
the Palmer Public Schools.

“We talked about coming up 
with a survey, which is in the pro-
cess of being put together now by 
MASC,” Rathbone said.

The committee also wanted to 

get information out to people who 
might be interested in serving.

There’s a link on the homepage 
of the Palmer Public Schools web-
site to a form for anyone interested 
in joining the Search Committee. 
In addition to two members from 
the school committee, the search 
committee is to be staffed by three 
parents, three teachers, two ad-
ministrators, a paraprofessional, a 

town council member, a community 
member, and a student.

Applications are due by Jan. 
17. The school committee will then 
meet to deliberate on the responses, 
and will decide which applicants 
will serve on the Search Committee.

Prospective applicants are ad-
vised that there will likely be up-
wards of 5-7 meetings of this com-
mittee, and are urged to commit to 

attending all of them.
While the superintendent 

search is ongoing, the Director of 
Student Services, Colleen Culligan, 
has been acting as Interim Superin-
tendent.

The Palmer schools recently 
had full attendance for their public 
meeting on Dec. 14, where Principal 
Susan North handed out certificates 
to the winners of the John & Abi-

gail Adams Scholarship, which was 
awarded to 19 students from Palmer 
schools. This scholarship is mer-
it-based, awarded based on student 
scores of the 10th grade MCAS test, 
and provides credit towards tuition 
of up to eight semesters at a Massa-
chusetts state college or university.

A public meeting will be held 
by the school committee on Jan. 18, 
at 6 p.m.

Palmer Public Schools seek applicants for Superintendent Search Committee

By Marcella Comerford 
Staff Writer

mcomerford@turley.com

PALMER – Pathfinder Tech 
recently held a Forensics Frenzy 
event, where the public was able to 
come in and uncover a mystery for 
themselves using the science that 
the school’s students are learning.

Academic Director Daniel 
Whalley, who was part of the orga-
nization of the event, described it 
as a “murder mystery dinner kind 
of project.” 

Whalley said that what many 
of the biomedical students study is 
forensics driven, and the purpose 
of the event was “to showcase the 
kind of higher level academics we 
have here.” 

Whalley said that Christian 
Covert, the science teacher who 
ran the event, decided the first 

event of this type was so successful 
that they decided to run a second 
one. Whalley said there are cur-

rently 19 students in the Principles 

Substance 
use trends 
studied

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

The past year has shown mem-
bers of the Quaboag Hills Substance 
Use Alliance that a lot has been 
done to address the opioid crisis, 
but there’s still much work ahead.

“We’ve made a lot of good 
steps,” Maegan Boutot, QHSUA ep-
idemiologist, said in the alliance’s 
monthly meeting held on Jan. 9. 
“We have some hard work ahead of 
us, but the future is bright.”

She said opioid overdoses be-
came worse during the height of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, reaching 
a peak in March 2022 for overdose 
deaths. Over 100,000 people died 
from opioid overdose in a year’s 
time.

Some of the data is incomplete, 
Boutot said, and many overdose 
deaths are underreported. “We can 
make good estimates,” she said 
of the actual numbers, and said 
the federal government is making 
changes to provide up-to-date data.

The data is now available two 
weeks out, versus a year like it had 
been. The government is also moti-
vated to do more with opioid track-
ing, she said. 

Boutot said the commonwealth 
is not alone in seeing an increase in 
opioid-related deaths, with a 4.5% 
climb in predicted deaths. Other 
states are faced with the same chal-
lenges.

HEALing Communities 
Study, which serves both Ware and 
Belchertown, has created its own 
opioid overdose death dashboard, 
located at wwwru.bumc.bu.edu. 
NEMSIS (National EMS Informa-
tion System) also offers a nonfatal 
overdose dashboard at nemsis.org.

The use of heroin has decreased 
among opioid users; however, the 
use of Fentanyl has increased. Bou-
tot said a survey conducted by a 
Philadelphia needle exchange re-
ported 61% of users turning to Fen-
tanyl.

Fentanyl users are also shift-
ing from injecting the substance, to 
smoking it, Boutot said.

There has also been a change in 
how opioids are prescribed by med-
ical professionals, which has been 
“hotly debated.”  

“Some fear the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention has 
abandoned pain patients,” Boutot 
said, while others say this is not 
the time to relax opioid prescribing 
guidelines. 

There are many opioid settle-
ments as well as ongoing settle-
ments, she said. With major phar-
macy chains CVS and Walgreens 
having to pay $10 billion to settle 
lawsuits over opioid sales.

Teen vaping has also been on 
the forefront of public health con-
cerns, and Boutot said the vaping 
and e-cigarette trend “is not going 
away anytime soon.” 

She said Juul (a vape/e-ciga-

HEALTH

By Rebecca Wehner
Staff Writer

PALMER– The seniors in 
town didn’t let age slow them 
down while ringing in the New 
Year.

The 2022 New Year’s Eve 
party at the Palmer Senior Cen-
ter combined down-to-earth fun 
and elegance with a masquerade 
theme. Guests could design their 
own masks at the event or bring 
their own, and plenty of the se-
niors showed up classy as ever.

“It was such a good time,” 
Meal Site Coordinator and guest 
Claudia Winkler said. 

“So much fun like always,” 
guest Sherry Morse added. 

The Palmer Senior Center 
aims to provide events that are en-
riching and bring the community 
of seniors together for love and 
laughter. During the holiday sea-
son, when not all of the members 
have family to turn to, is when 
parties like this are needed the 
most, said senior center staff.

The center provides a variety 
of seasonal events to get seniors 
and their families involved so they 
can try new things. 

A Christmas party was also 

recently held, and many of the 
guests that attended both events 
spoke highly of the senior center 
and its efforts to bring enjoyment 
to its members. 

The event was held in the 
daytime on New Year’s Eve so 
that seniors could choose to turn 
in early and celebrate the stroke 
of midnight by simply having a 
good night’s sleep. Entertainer, 
Just Len, provided the music for 
the party, singing classic tunes 

Seniors celebrate with 
masquerade party

EDUCATION COMMUNITY

Public participation was key in the Forensics Frenzy event, and all involved got really invested in solving the 
mock murder.

The mysterious masked party guests of the New Year’s Eve party at the 
Palmer Senior Center.

Couples dancing to the oldies 
music provided at the event.

Murder mystery unfolds 
with Forensics Frenzy

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

As one of the largest youth or-
ganizations in the country, the Boy 
Scouts of America have a number 
of troops in the Palmer and Monson 
area committed to finding ways to 
engage with and serve their com-
munity. 

This ranges from clean-up 
projects at parks and churches, 
painting fire hydrants, marching 
in parades, participating in cere-
monies and conservation projects, 
organizing donation drives and 
decorating veterans’ graves every 
Memorial Day.

“We do all kinds of events,” 
said Tara Sheffield, head of Cub 
Scout Pack 168, who has been in-
volved with the Cub Scouts since 

her son was a member.
“My older son joined the pack 

when he was in first grade,” Shef-
field said. “He’s 13 now.”

Partway through the year, 
Sheffield said the scout leader 
needed to step down, and so she 
registered to take over.

“I never expected to enjoy it 
as much as I do, watching the kids 
learn things and grow,” she said.

Nowadays, her older son is 
part of Troop 7 in Brimfield, and 
she has a pair of twin fifth-graders 
in the Arrow of Light level of the 
Cub Scouts. Sheffield said that her 
family has made many friends and 
met many different people that they 
never would have met without be-
ing involved in Scouting.

George Adams, the Scoutmas-
ter for Troop 7, is also the advisor 
for the Venture Crew, a more fo-

cused program than a Boy Scout 
Troop, specializing in emergency 
preparedness and disaster response.

“Most of the scouts that are 
in Troop 7 are also in the Venture 
Crew, so they participate in the 
same, they both kind of do the same 
stuff,” Adams said.

“They do a mission project 
for those without homes with the 
Worcester fellowship,” he said. 
“They usually collect and fill 
roughly 100 string backpacks filled 
with household items, like tooth-
paste, hats, gloves, and mittens, 
and then they prepare lunches to 
serve during their service. They’ve 
been doing that one for about eight 
years.”

Adams talked about how this 
exposure to homelessness is a great 

Local scouts continue to serve their communities
SCOUTING

Photos submitted by Iris Sosa

Cub Scouts from Pack 168 and Monson seniors played bingo recently at 
the Monson Senior Center.

A participant investigates a mock murder case using forensic science 
that the students at Pathfinder Tech also are learning in their biomedical 
science courses.
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By Michael Harrison
Correspondent

PALMER — If a collective 
sigh was audible around Feb. 1, 
chances are it came from the vicin-
ity of Lake Thompson.

That was the day the town’s 
third quarter real estate and per-
sonal property tax payments were 
due and, since their bills were re-
ceived last month, some residents 

of the community have been recov-
ering from the shock of seeing how 
much they owned. The residents, 
members of the Lake Thompson 
Civic Association, have met sever-
al times to commiserate and strate-
gize since finding out the assessed 
value of their properties have in-
creased 120% – and higher in some 
cases – over last year.

Seven of the residents gath-
ered at one of their homes last 

week to discuss the increase and 
weigh their options, which they 
all acknowledged are few. One 
of their chief complaints is how 
much more lakefront property was 
valued compared to the rest of the 
town, where the average increase 
in the value of land and houses was 
in the 10-to-20% range. They do 
appreciate that the town lowered 
the tax rate from $19.83 to $17.93 
– a decrease of $1.90 per $1,000 

of assessed value compared to last 
year – but wonder if the formula 
and method of assessing property 
value is fair.

“I actually thought it would 
be lower,” said Dave Golden, who 
doesn’t have a lakefront home, but 
hosted his Faragon Avenue neigh-
bors and others in the community 
who do, to talk about the increased 

Turley Publications photo by Michael Harrison

Lake Thompson residents (clockwise, from left) Martin Skowyra, Dave Golden, Pat Conti, Kate Dimitre, Tom Dimitre, Ed Santini and Gary Kendrick gath-
ered at Golden’s home last week to discuss their property tax bills that increased 100% or higher from last year.

Tax bills sent shock wave through 
Lake Thompson community

Quaboag Highlanders 
offer free bagpipe and 
drum lessons

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

MONSON – The hum of the 
bagpipes filled the air as members 
of the Quaboag Highlanders Pipes 
& Drums band circled up to prepare 
for rehearsal at the 2nd Congrega-
tional Church in Palmer last Thurs-
day night.

Pipers ranged from beginners 
up to seasoned veterans who have 
been with the Quaboag Highlanders 
from day one, when the band was 
incorporated in February 2003.

Dennis Shields, pipe major 
for the Quaboag Highlanders, said 
at least a couple hundred members 
have played in the band over the 
past 20 years, including men, wom-
en and children. 

The nonprofit is open to anyone 
who would like to join, and there is 
no membership fee or time require-
ment.

“We try to keep it fun,” Shields 
said. 

Quaboag Highlanders member 
John Caouette said they are look-
ing to recruit new members, with 
or without experience playing ei-
ther the bagpipes or the drums. Free 
lessons will be provided for anyone 
willing to learn.

Caouette said the band is also 
looking to recruit younger mem-
bers.

Sam Ruggles, age 14, of Hard-
wick, has been playing the bagpipes 
for three years, after a family mem-
ber encouraged him to take it up. 

Ruggles, who also plays the 
guitar, trumpet and ukelele, has been 
able to perform with the Quaboag 
Highlanders at three events since he 
joined. 

Learning the bagpipes starts 
with mastering the pipe chanter, 
where pipers learn breath control 
and fingering. These typically cost 
under $100, and the Quaboag High-
landers have many available for 
people to borrow.

“Everyone learns on the pipe 
chanter,” Shields said. “Only when 

‘The pipes, the pipes 
are calling’

Sam Ruggles, age 14, of Hardwick, has been playing the bagpipes for three 
years and is one of the younger members of the Quaboag Highlanders 
Pipes & Drums band.

MONSON – The library held 
a Chinese New Year Crafternoon 
and Celebration on Thursday, Jan. 
19.

Families were invited to drop 
in anytime between 11:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. Crafts included pa-

per lanterns, Chinese Zodiac Cal-
endars, lucky red envelopes, bead-
ed bracelets, Year of the Rabbit 
paper crowns, and dragon masks. 
There were also fortune cookies, 

National competition
the goal

By Rebecca Wehner
Staff Writer

LUDLOW– Palmer native 
Adelei Bernard brought multiple 
town communities together to sup-
port her students as they cooked 
burgers for a special cause.

Last week, the Ludlow High 
School Culinary Team worked to-
gether with the Vanished Valley 
Brewing kitchen crew to create a 
special dish for their fundraiser. 
This dish, the Lion’s Pride Burger, 
was sold throughout the afternoon 
to customers to raise money for the 
student group’s trip.  

“Ludlow students have never 
been able to be a part of something 
like this before,” LHS Culinary 
Team advisor and teacher Bernard 
said. “Getting to do this for them 
and with them makes me beyond 
happy.”

The “Cook Around the World” 
competition at Walt Disney World 
Resort will give high school stu-
dents a unique opportunity to 
compete against other high-level 
young chefs, hear advice from pro-
fessional and celebrity chefs, and 
be introduced to culinary academ-

ic and career options that they can 
consider after graduation.

The LHS culinary team joined 
the staff in cooking and preparing 
the ingredients for each burger, 
demonstrating their affinity for 
cooking as well as their skill. In 
addition to the burger sales, all 
taproom food sales from 3pm-9pm 
gave a portion of the profits back to 
the students.

“We had a lot of fun working 
together with the kitchen staff,” 
Bernard said. “Earlier this week 
we came to the restaurant to make 
the homemade toppings for the 
burgers and the kids did a great 

job.”
Bernard teaches several cu-

linary-based courses at LHS, in-
cluding Food 101 and International 
Foods. She said it is very rewarding 
to see how far her culinary team 
has come in such a short time. 

The Lion’s Pride Burger was 
made from Austin Ridge Acres 
ground beef, topped with bacon 
jam, caramelized onions, whis-
ky glaze, and smoked gouda with 
a side of fries. Customers eating 
during the event said how im-
pressed they were by the quality of 

Palmer native supports culinary 
students from Ludlow High

Adelei Bernard, 
Chavelle Carlson, and Angela Falcetti (standing) serving Lion’s Pride 
Burgers to Jason Camp and Gerald Martin (sitting).

Sisters Alanna and Adaline from Monson built paper lanterns.

Crafternoon at the 
Monson Library
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Ware man
missing

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

Ware resident Jeff Allard, 57, 
has been missing since last week. 
A missing person report has been 
filed with the police, and his family 
is seeking any 
information that 
could lead to his 
recovery.

“Never has 
he just disap-
peared like this,” 
said Larissa Os-
tiguy, his daugh-
ter.

Allard was 
last seen leav-
ing the Marl-
borough Hospi-
tal on Jan. 22, 
where he had 
been getting 
evaluated under 
psychiatric care. By Jan. 25, his 
family had contacted the local hos-
pitals, rehabilitation centers, and 
homeless shelters and distributed 
flyers around Marlborough.

“We were able to track his 
phone,” Ostiguy said. “He walked 
from Marlborough Hospital to 
Marlborough Market and he bought 
Reese’s cups and coffee, and then 
he walked down to Cook Lane and 
that’s where he dumped his duffel 
bag in the woods. They found that 

If you have seen 
this man, please 

contact the
Marlborough

Police
Department.

ALLARD   ❙   page 3
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By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – On Monday, state 
Sen. Jake Oliveira, D-Ludlow, and 
state Sen. President Karen Spilka, 
D-Ashland, visited the Steaming 
Tender restaurant for a tour of the 
potential for a Palmer rail stop for 
an East/West Rail line.

Formerly the Palmer Railroad 
Station, the building was purchased 
by Blake and Robin Lamothe in 
1987, who spent years restoring the 
building to turn it into the current 
restaurant.

The Palmer rail stop hopes to 

receive $4 million under Gov. Mau-
ra Healey’s proposed budget.

“My building was actually 
funded by the Vanderbilts,” point-
ed out Scarlet Lamothe, the general 
manager of the restaurant, pointing 
out the high quality of materials that 
were used to construct the building.

“I think it would be an em-
barrassment if we didn’t use this 
building here,” said Blake Lamothe. 
“Because of the passenger service 
that’s available here, not only now 
for East/West, but also for North/
South down the road.”

A study will be conducted 
about where the best stop for a stop 
in Palmer should be.

Lamothe pointed out that the 
building has rail connections that 
can go north all the way to Vermont, 
and south to New London, Conn. 
and UConn. Lamothe said that, 
though a North/South rail is not 
currently in the plans, it would be 
useful to consider these connections 
in case it becomes a reality.

The tour took Oliveira, Spilka, 
and the gathered press through the 
property.

Oliveira has been adamant that 
Palmer should be considered for 
one of the stops along the East/West 
Rail.

“I call Palmer the gateway to 
Western Massachusetts,” Oliveira 

said, citing the various entry points 
into Palmer, including the MassPike 
and the town’s rich history with 
trains.

“It’s a Palmer stop,” said Palm-
er Station Steering Committee 
Chairman Ben Hood, “but it’s also 
a  UMass stop. It’s an east side of 
Springfield stop. We expect peo-
ple from Sixteen Acres to come 
here.” Sixteen Acres is a Springfield 
neighborhood.

The commission will be having 
meetings about the Palmer rail stop 
in Springfield and Northampton on 
March 21, and invites members of 
the public to attend to show their 
support for the project.

From left, state Sen. Jake Oliveira, D-Ludlow, Scarlet Lamothe, state Sen. 
President Karen Spilka, D-Ashland, and Steaming Tender restaurant owner 
Blake Lamothe look over the proposal for the Palmer Rail Station.

Senate president visits potential rail stop

Court 
denies 
racetrack 
appeal
Special permit
amendment before 
board

By Michael Harrison
Correspondent

PALMER — After a pair of 
hearings, the town’s Planning Board 
has yet to vote on a request by 
Palmer Motorsports Park to amend 
a condition of the special permit 
it was granted nearly two decades 
ago and about eight years before it 
opened in 2015.

The amendment sought by 
the track’s CEO, Fred Ferguson, is 
related to assurances the town de-
manded that noise from PMP would 
be monitored and mitigated as 
needed as a condition for approval 
before the facility broke ground. It 
was discussed at a Jan. 9 Planning 
Board hearing and again at a hear-
ing in February and it’s unclear if 
and when it might be resolved.

In the meantime, Ferguson, 
who did not respond to two requests 
for comment by press time, lost his 
appeal of a civil contempt com-
plaint brought by Building Inspec-
tor and Zoning Enforcement Officer 
Bonita Weeks over the town’s claim 
that Ferguson was not in compli-
ance with the permit condition he 
now wants to amend.

Specifically, the town said 
Palmer Motorsports failed to “pro-
vide to the Planning Board of the 
Town of Palmer, for professional re-
view at PMP’s expense, actual noise 
readings from the same locations 
as the ‘original study’ described in 
Condition 10” of the permit agree-
ment, court documents state.

A Land Court judge decided in 
favor of the town in January 2020 
and an appeals court affirmed the 
decision on Feb. 23.

“The contempt case was filed 
by the town because PMP was not 
abiding by the original court order 

RAILWAY

Hardwork, teamwork 
lead to a win

By Matty Anderson
Staff writer

MONSON -- Go Mustangs! 
On Sunday, March 5, the Monson 
Mustang cheer team claimed first 
place in the Western Massachu-
setts Regional Competition.

Led by coaches Kaitlyn Soto 
and Kim Lynch, the Mustangs 
have come a long way this year. 
Although featuring athletes from 
grades seven to 12, some of the 
team members have been at the 
game for over eight years. 

Their experience, dedication 
and strong sense of camaraderie 
have made the Mustangs a power-
house in competitions. But in or-
der to compete in Regionals, the 
team must first win three invita-
tionals, and then beat the Pioneer 
Valley League. 

During Regionals, the cheer-
leaders are graded in four cate-
gories: partner stunts, pyramids, 
jump tumbling, and choreog-
raphy. The Mustang’s greatest 
strength lies in partner stunts, 

the category that won them the 
competition. Because of their 
accomplishments, the girls were 
allowed to add the year 2023 to 
the school’s banner to signify an 
outstanding year.

According to Carlee Mea-
cham, a cheerleader in the 11th 
grader, “We’ve worked really 
hard, it’s really nice to be able 
to come back from last year and 

win these competitions,.” 
Added team member Isa-

bella Allard, “From barely be-
ing able to stunt, to now having 
a great routine is amazing. The 
team worked really hard.” Dasia 
Jones said, “Cheering to me gives 
me something to look forward to, 

Monson Mustangs cheerleaders 
win first place in regionals

A group shot of the Monson Mustang cheerleaders after winning first 
place in the regional competition.

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – For the first time in 
the school’s history, Pathfinder Re-
gional Vocational Technical High 
School has a school band, and they 
were proud to put on a concert last 
Thursday.

“The kids are incredible,” said 

band teacher Daniel Friedman. 
“They run the band, they chart the 
course. I don’t have enough good 
things to say about the kids, it’s all 
them. They have the love, they have 
the work ethic, they inspire me ev-
ery day.”

After introductions from Su-
perintendent Eric Duda and Prin-

Pathfinder band puts on 
first-ever concert

SCHOOLS
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On March 9, Pathfinder Regional Vocational Technical High School's first 
ever band held a concert at the school, showing off their musical abilities.

CHEER   ❙   page 9

By Matty Anderson
Staff writer

PALMER -- On Sunday 
March 12, the Second Congrega-
tional Church hosted a Quilts of 
Valor event in honor of four vet-
erans from various branches of the 
U.S. military.

The Quilts of Valor Founda-
tion is a national group of kind-
hearted quilters who use their 
master-level craftsmanship to help 
heal the wounds of war. Founded 
by Catherine Roberts, the mission 
of the QOVF is “to cover service 

Left to right are veterans who received Quilts of Valor last weekend. They 
are Kevin Fox. Brian E. Scott. Paul Denis Lecours and Peter Wiggins.

Veterans receive healing quilts

SERVICE

BAND  ❙   page 4

VETERANS   ❙   page 12

Courtesy photos

The Mustangs show off one of their routines.
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THE PALMER FOOD SHARE
Saturday, April 22nd 10 am - 1 pm

Ocean State Job Parking Located at 1178 Thorndike Street in Palmer
Personal Hygene Products, Paper Products, And Non-Parishable Goods, 

*Especially Tuna, Peanut Butter, Canned Soups, Vegetables, Pasta. 
HELP US STUFF THE SERVPRO OF HAMPSHIRE COUNTY VAN

SAVE 
THE DATE!

COMMUNITY FOOD DRIVE TO SUPPORT

Broadcasting Live 
with Bruce Marshall 

Donate through
https://gofund.me/9a3616c1

Matthew 
Francis
announced 
as new supt. 
for Palmer

By Rebecca Wehner
Staff Writer

PALMER– After a public delib-
eration process, the Palmer school 
committee has at last announced the 
chosen candidate to take on the role 
of superintendent.

Matthew Francis, assistant su-
perintendent at Chicopee public 
schools, was unanimously elected 
to become the district superinten-
dent during a special meeting on 
April 4. The committee members 
shared their experiences with each 
of the four final candidates, eventu-
ally deciding that Francis was the 
best fit for the role. 

“After getting to know him 
during the site visit and hearing 
from students and colleagues about 
the impact he has made, I think that 
Matt will make a wonderful super-
intendent,” said School Committee 
Chairwoman Bonny Rathbone. “I 
very much look forward to working 
with him.”

During the month of March, 
Francis was interviewed for the po-
sition, along with William Metzger, 
Brian Ackerman, and Susan North. 
They also attended individual meet-
and-greet sessions with the commu-
nity so that members of the public 
could share their thoughts about 
each person and give input to the 
committee. 

Vice-chairwoman Sandra 
Noonan compiled a list of traits and 
quotes regarding each candidate to 
present during the meeting, and said 
that Francis was viewed as consis-
tent with good follow- through. 
Noonan said that teachers felt de-
fended and supported by Francis, 
and Chicopee Comprehensive High 
School students said that Francis al-
ways helped get struggling students 
back on track.

“He has worked with surround-
ing districts to collaborate on fund-
ing opportunities,” Noonan said. 
“This struck me in particular, be-
cause Chicopee is a city, and yet he 
still found the time to meet up with 
other districts and work alongside 
them.”

Prior to his current position as 
assistant superintendent, Francis 
has worked as an elementary school 
teacher, union officer, and middle 
school principal. Francis has over-
seen grant management, and or-
chestrated a mental health grant for 
Chicopee schools.

Noonan said that Francis has 
been known to love challenges and 
isn’t afraid to take on risks. When 
students were asked about Francis’ 
character, they said he was always 
“kids first”. 

After the school committee 
members deliberated on each can-
didate, they all agreed to nominate 
Francis as superintendent pending 
negotiations and approval. During a 
brief recess, Rathbone called Fran-
cis to give him the news.

“I could tell how excited he 
was when I told him,” Rathbone 

Conservation 
approves 
extension of 
Forest Lake 
cottage project

By Rebecca Wehner
Staff Writer

rwehner@turley.com

PALMER– A four-year-long 
project to bring a seasonal resort to 
the area near Forest Lake in town 
has been granted an extension to 
continue assembling a final design. 

This extension gives the team 
involved with the project three more 
years to present the details and asso-
ciated costs of the cottages that will 
be built. Joseph and Faith Paolini, 
who own 90 acres surrounding the 
lake, spent the past four years ac-
quiring permits for necessary con-
struction around the area. 

“This project has been largely 
passed over to me by my husband, 
so I am still a bit new with this,” 
Faith Paolini said. “But I’ve been 
very involved in this process and 
hope to have all answers clarified 
along the way.”

The Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts issued the original permit 
in June 2019, and was granted an 
extension by Gov. Baker when the 
COVID-19 pandemic caused delays 
in the planning process. The permit 
was set to expire in summer 2023, 
but the extension will now stretch 
the project to 2026. 

Paolini appeared at the conser-
vation commission meeting along-
side Paul McManus, president of 
environmental consulting company 
EcoTec, Inc. McManus contributed 
to the project’s planning by ensur-
ing that construction will not have 
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CULTURAL COUNCIL
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By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – The library put on an event 
to share information about Alzheimer’s and 
dementia last week, in cooperation with the 
Alzheimer’s Association.

The regional manager, Meghan Lamay, 
shared a great deal of information about the 
disease, its most common misconceptions, 
and the best ways to prevent it.

“At this point, we tell people the same 
advice,” Lamay said, “which is, you can try 
to reduce your risk for getting dementia by 

doing things like exercising, keeping your 
brain active, socializing – just doing things 
like reading, keeping your brain learning 
new things.”

“There is this kind of myth out there 
that everyone has a ‘little touch of demen-
tia,’ or everyone will at some point,” Lamay 
said during the event. “We want to say that 
that’s actually not true.”

According to the most up-to-date re-
search done by the Association, Alzhei-
mer’s is a specific disease that’s separate 
from normal aging, and it falls into a cat-
egory with other specific diseases that we 
refer to as dementia.

“Dementia is just the general term,” 
Lamay said, “the umbrella term used to 
describe a set of symptoms of changes in 
thinking and behavior.”

Though dementia does not automat-
ically develop during aging, “age is the 
greatest risk factor,” Lamay said. It’s also 
been noted that the disease is much more 
common in cisgender women, and though 
the longer lifespans of women might be a 
factor, Lamay noted that this “does not ex-
plain the full discrepancy around why wom-
en are at a much higher risk.”

Another element that Lamay wanted to 

Alzheimer’s Association shares info at Palmer Library
HEALTH & WELLNESS

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – The high school 
put on a production of “You’re a 
Good Man, Charlie Brown” earli-
er last weekend.

Featuring a cast of sixth grade 
and up, the 1999 revision of the 
original 1967 play was chosen 
for its small cast, and also due to 
Evaluation Team Leader and the 
play’s director Jenifer Stockdale’s 
affinity for the series.

As Stockdale said in a “Note 

from the Director” in the show’s 
program, “The Peanuts gang was 
very special to me growing up. I 
had a set of hardcover books that I 
read over and over. Friends

came and went, but Charlie 
Brown and the gang were always 
there for me.”

The play is the first in an ef-
fort to build up Palmer High’s dra-
ma program, and included posters 
of the characters made by Genesis 
McGiveny that were auctioned off 
after the show.

Staff photo by Marcelo Gusmao

Lucy (July Delaney) accepts payment from Charlie Brown (Jonas Toutant) for psychiatric help.

Presented by Palmer High School

“You’re a “You’re a 
Good Man, Good Man, 

Charlie Charlie 
Brown”Brown”

PHS  ❙   page 6
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By Michael Harrison
Correspondent

PALMER — For residents 
who want to make a difference in 
their town, but think they might 
not have enough time to spare, this 
might be the perfect opportunity.

The Palmer Cultural Council 
has more vacancies than applicants 
to fill out the next term and the fu-
ture of some local programming, 
including funding for individual 

artists, could be at stake. The Cul-
tural Council is part of a grassroots 
network of 329 area councils that 
serve every city and town in the 
commonwealth – the largest of its 
kind in the nation.

Besides funding an eclectic ar-
ray of events and providing support 
for residents who want to show-
case their creativity, the Cultural 
Council, according to Chair Beth 
Zelazo, is an example of how state 
tax dollars can work their way back 

to local communities where the 
residents decide how they’re used. 

In Palmer, the Cultural Coun-
cil also is a way for civic-minded 
folks with busy schedules to serve, 
she said.

“I think you get the greatest 
bang for your time,” Zelazo, a life-
long Palmer resident, said. 

“We don’t meet every month 
and when we do, we try to keep 
meetings to no more than two 
hours. We’ve been meeting during 

the day because that’s when (cur-
rent) members are available, but it’s 
flexible. If most members are busy 
during the day and need to meet in 
the evening, we can do that.”

According to Zelazo, serving 
as a Cultural Council member is a 
chance to make an impact with a 
relatively minimal commitment.

“You can do a lot of good by 
putting in a small amount of time,” 
she said. “We’re just a small hand-
ful of people trying to serve a town 

of close to 13,000 people. There 
isn’t a lot of politics involved in it. 
There are not a lot of rules. You can 
put in as much or as little time as 
you want.” 

“And, we’re great people!” she 
laughed.

The Palmer Cultural Coun-
cil was allocated $11,400 for the 
current fiscal year and awarded 
13 grants from 25 requests to help 

Residents needed to help steer funds for local events
MONSON
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LIONS CLUB PANCAKE
SAUSAGE BREAKFAST
Saturday, May 6th, 9-11am
Veterans Park, Ware
Tickets: Nat Falk 
or Call 413-967-6721

$7 Adults • $4 Kids

WARE SPRING SHOP HOP
Saturday, May 6th
10am to 2pm
Downtown Ware

DRAWING, GIVE-AWAYS, 
KIDS CRAFTS
SALES, SALES, SALES warebca.com

We THANK Our SPONSORS

LIVE 
MUSIC!

To Benefit To Benefit 
Scholarship FundScholarship Fund

Athletes from five towns 
compete at annual 
games

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – Last Friday, 
April 28, Granite Valley Middle 
School hosted the annual Special 
Olympics for the surrounding 
towns.

Attendees of the event got a 
break from the week of rainstorms 
as the skies cleared up over the 
day’s athletic events. Students 

from schools in Palmer, Monson, 
Ludlow, Belchertown, and Wil-
braham attended the annual Spe-
cial Olympics and played a vari-
ety of games.

“We’re very honored to host 
this event,” said Monson’s Super-
intendent Cheryl Clarke. “This is 
our fourth year.”

Clarke named Director of 
Special Education Colette Bidus 

Climate change a major
concern for town agent

By Michael Harrison
Correspondent

MONSON — Anyone who 
missed the “public walkshop” earli-
er this week about ideas for shoring 
up Chicopee Brook or the follow-up 
meeting on May 4, can still provide 
input. 

“There will be an online survey 
to collect feedback from the com-
munity posted on the Town of Mon-
son website,” Town Conservation 
Agent Toni Uliana said. 

Another related meeting, this 
one hybrid, is scheduled for 6-7 
p.m. on Thursday, May 11. The 
town is updating its climate vulner-
ability and hazard mitigation plans 
and again wants public input. 

Having an updated plan allows 
towns and cities to apply for state 
and federal agencies that could 
yield $1 million or more in public 
grants to implement plans and help 

pay for recovery efforts if needed.
This meeting can be attend-

ed in-person at Town Hall or over 
Zoom through a link on the town’s 
website.

There’s also another opportuni-
ty to learn more.

“The concepts of the MVP vi-
sioning walkshop will be displayed 
at the Monson Free Library,” Uliana 
said.

Other concerns
At least one Select Board 

member said the town should focus 
more on another environmentally 
vulnerable area. John Morrell, who 
was Monson’s highway surveyor 
for more than half a century before 
retiring and running for the board 
over a year ago, said Huey Kidds 
Brook should be a higher priority.

“I’m not as concerned about 
Chicopee Brook because they took 
away a dam to lessen the chance of 
flooding there and I’m bringing it 
up at the (May 4) meeting,” he said.

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Pathfinder held the 
eighth annual Cosmetic Contest last 
week, and saw three students place 
as winners of the competition.

“Last year, I came in second 
place,” said Xavier Lagimoniere, 
who won first place in the fantasy 
category. This year, Lagimoniere 
entered a wig stylized to look like a 
jellyfish, with glowing lights and a 
blue, pink, and purple color scheme.

“It took me over a week to do 
the braids,” Lagimoniere said. “I 
chose the colors because when I 
think of jellyfish, I think of pink, 
and purple, and fuschia. Then I did 
some blue, because I wanted differ-
ent accent colors on the top, and I 
painted the mannequin’s neck be-
cause I wanted her to look like she 
was coming out of the water.”

Shayla Ordi won first place in 
the texture category. Ordi said, “I 

wanted to learn how to braid so I 
could do my sister’s hair, so I did 
this to help me practice.”

Ordi’s wig is made up of blues 
and blacks, which she said are her 
favorite colors. “I did a bunch of 
different types of braids, like twists 
and bubble braids,” Ordi said.

As for Giana Santana, the third 
place winner in the nail category, 
teachers described her as an excep-
tional nail technician, who is al-
ready a licensed cosmetologist and 
will be graduating next year. Santa-
na demonstrated that her acrylic nail 
design included a hand-made swing 
with a fairy sitting in it.

“The only thing I didn’t make 
was the gold chain,” Santana said, 
“but everything else is by hand.”

Pathfinder’s Head of Cosme-
tology Shelby Raymond compared 
arranging the event as throwing four 
weddings.

“We reached out to the other 
vocational schools, and they came,” 
Raymond said, naming Greater 
Lawrence Technical School in An-
dover, Old Colony Regional Vo-
cational Technical High School in 
Rochester, Montachusett Regional 

Vocational School in Fitchburg, 
Worcester Technical High School, 
and Franklin County Technical 
School in Turners Falls, which 
started the cosmetic contest back in 
2013.

“The abundance of talent from 
all of the vocational-technical stu-
dents was displayed prominently 

throughout the day. This was a re-
minder that career and technical 
students are incredibly prepared, 
professional, career ready and can 
apply their academic learning in a 
stunning display of mastery of their 
field,”  said Superintendent Eric 
Duda.

School 
Committee 
makes
budgeting 
plan for 
grant

By Rebecca Wehner
Staff Writer

rwehner@turley.com

PALMER– School Committee 
members met last month to discuss 
the progress of the public school 
system under the Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency Re-
lief fund grant, and address upcom-
ing budget concerns and solutions. 

Director of Student Services 
Colleen Culligan spoke with the 
Committee on April 26 regarding 
the obligations under ESSER II, the 
second phase in the grant that helps 
public schools transition 

during and after the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Culligan said that ESSER I was 
utilized starting in 2020 and has 
been completed, with the main fo-
cus being on technology, health and 
safety.

“ESSER I was instituted right 
at the height of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and we had reported on it 
during a School Committee at that 
time,” Culligan said. “We also had 
a significant amount of money that 
was utilized for increasing our ca-
pacity for technology hardware, 
Chromebooks, and hotspots.”

Culligan said that ESSER I’s 
expenditures have been fully com-
pleted at this time, and that they are 
now focusing on covering the funds 
for the second phase of the grant. 

Prior to the hiring of Matthew 
Francis, Culligan served as interim 
superintendent for the district, and 
she is now working alongside Fran-
cis to bring him up to speed on the 

Select Board 
hears plan 
to improve 
ADA
accessibility 

By Matty Anderson 
Staff Writer

manderson@turley.com

MONSON – Jim Masik and 
Mike Kennedy, from the Center of 
Living and Working in Worcester, 
went over their four-section plan 
to improve accessibility and ensure 
that policies and codes are being 
followed.

The four sections of their plan 
included a reference for the town, 
a self evaluation plan, a transition 
plan and an appendices survey. 

They asked the Select Board at 
their April 25 meeting, to designate 
an official Americans with Disabil-
ities Act coordinator and a commis-
sion composed of no less than five 
members.

They asked the Select Board to 
adopt and distribute a public notice 
policy and ADA grievance proce-
dure. They pointed out that updates 
and modifications to procedures 
would need to be implemented and 
maintained to meet state law.

Concerns were voiced regard-
ing people in wheelchairs being 
able to reach things and access spac-
es. There is also a lack of resources 
for the deaf and blind communities, 
such as text to speech tools and sign 
language interpreters which need 
to be hired a minimum of fourteen 
days prior to events.

Kennedy said, “The biggest 
thing that I as a person with a dis-
ability have encountered over the 
years are ramps and walkways that 
are not shoveled following a snow 
storm, that’s just one of many ex-
amples of accessibility issues to be 

Pathfinder students win regional cosmetic contest
EDUCATION

Pathfinder Tech students (from left) Shayla Orodi, Giana Santana, and 
Xavier Lagimoniere each won prizes for their cosmetics.

GOVERNMENT

There’s still time to weigh 
in on Chicopee Brook plans

EDUCATION

Special Olympics
Staff photos by Marcelo Gusmao

Paul Holloway, Special Education teacher from Palmer High School, encouraged students during the running jump.

Blue skies shine onBlue skies shine on
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While waiting to greet the Olympi-
ans, Palmer High School students 

Alayna Auclair, Angelica Sychtysz, 
Genesys Smith, and Esha Ahmad 

pose together.
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Weather cooperates for Pathfinder graduation

RE-ELECT MARY HULL Monson Select Board ★ June 13th
• Mary has always welcomed your input on issues
• Mary has always pushed for transparency 
 and accountability
• Mary has always supported our veterans and seniors 

• Mary has always strived to bring good business to Monson
• Mary has always fought to keep your taxes low
• Mary has never rubber stamped proposed policies
• Mary has integrity, so please vote for Mary

• Mary kept Monson 
residents from receiving 
a $300 fine for non-mask 
use during Covid.

THIS AD IS PAID FOR BY ROBERT KADDY

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com 

PALMER – For the second 
year, Palmer Motorsports Park host-
ed its All Wheels Show, featuring an 
array of cars, trucks and even trac-
tors; all to benefit local food pan-
tries. 

Rows of vehicles lined the area 
around the entrance to the track, 
offering motor enthusiasts a visual 
buffet of the hottest rides spanning 
the decades.

Entry to the All Wheels Show 
was either a nonperishable food 
item or $5 per person; to be split 
between the Palmer Food Share 
and the Jubilee Cupboard at Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Ware. Just like 
last year, the community came out 
in full support to help fight food in-
security in the region.

Keeping with tradition, the All 
Wheels Show featured some rarely 

seen vehicles at a car show, includ-
ing the predecessor to the modern, 
more compact SUV, the Chevrolet 
Suburban. 

A rugged classic that can tow 
a boat (and fit the whole family), 
Chevy has been making the Subur-
ban since the mid-1930s, and con-

tinues to make them to this day.
Gene and Jill Sorel of Ware 

have been rocking the “longroof” 
for over three decades, entering 
their 1979 Chevrolet Suburban C10 
in the Show.

All Wheels Show at Palmer Motorsports 
Park puts the brakes on hunger

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer

MONSON – When you go to Sarah 
the Fiddler’s shows, you can truly see the 
joy on her face as she plays her fiddle. 

This past Sunday, Sarah and her band 
performed the first concert of the season 
during the Keep Homestead Museum’s 
Concert on the Lawn series. The concert 
was funded by the town’s Regional Eco-
nomic Development Organization. 

Dancing around, smiling, and laugh-
ing, Sarah provides a warm and happy 
atmosphere to each and every one of her 
shows. Sarah went to each of her guests 
and welcomed them with a smile, all the 
while taking song requests. 

Marlene, a member of the audience, 
had seen Sarah’s shows before. 

“After a while, you won’t be sitting 
still. Good music, you’ve got to move 
with it”, she said with a smile. 

Sarah and her group were friend-
Turley Publications Photos by Emily-Rose Pappas

Sarah the Fiddler performs at the Keep Homestead Museum.

Keep 
Homestead 
kicks off 
concert season

COMMUNITY ARTS 

ALL WHEELS   ❙   page 15 KEEP   ❙   page 2

Turley Publications Photos by Paula Ouimette

Cynthia and Walter Reynolds of Palmer display the detailed pinstriping on 
the back of Cynthia’s 1949 Chevrolet Fleetline Deluxe.

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Pathfinder Tech-
nical Vocational School’s class of 
2023 celebrated their graduation 
last Saturday, after moving the 
outdoor ceremony from Friday 
due to the weather.

Superintendent Eric Duda 
led the ceremony, where the 

class was praised for their re-
silience, having been attending 
high school at the height of the 
COVID-19 lockdown and hav-
ing to adapt to changes in how 
the school is run, such as remote 
learning and masking.

“We, as a class and as a com-
munity, have struggled,” said 
Laura Hastings in her Valedictori-

GRADUATION 2023CongratulationsCongratulations

Turley Publications photos by Marcelo Gusmao

Valedictorian Laura Hastings speaks to the experience of the Class of 
2023.

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Graduating se-
niors from Palmer High School 
were treated to sunny skies and a 
huge crowd during their gradua-
tion ceremony.

Principal Susan North led the 
ceremony, giving each graduat-

ing senior a hug as they received 
their diploma. Interim Superinten-
dent Colleen Culligan quoted poet 
Mary Oliver by asking, “What is it 
you wish to do with your one wild 
and precious life?”

“There are indeed many 
things that society promises,” Cul-
ligan said, “But I want to tell you 

Palmer High Seniors sing
“The Climb” for graduation

Turley Publications photos by Marcelo Gusmao

Valedictorian Evan Hershowitz thanks the gathered crowd for attending.
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By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – The gradua-
tion ceremony for Monson High 
School’s senior class of 2023 was 
held in the Granite Valley School 
auditorium to avoid the rain.

The superintendent of Mon-
son schools, Dr. Cheryl Clarke, 

led the ceremony.
“You began high school in 

2019, you were so inflated for 
what was ahead,” said Clarke. 
“However, just a few months lat-
er, your freshman year was rudely 
interrupted by a March Madness 
like no other.”

Clarke praised the students’ 

Turley Publications photos by Marcelo Gusmao

Domenick Romeo makes a speech as valedictorian of the Class of 2023.

Monson High graduation ceremony
held at Granite Valley due to weather concerns

MONSON   ❙   page 8
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Turner 
named 
interim 
Principal at
Pathfinder

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Pathfinder Region-
al Technical Vocational School has 
selected alumna and long-time staff 
member Brenda 
Turner to fill the 
role of interim 
Principal, start-
ing this summer.

After years 
of service, Car-
rie Auffrey has 
parted ways 
with the school 
to pursue other 
opportunities, 
Superintendent 
Eric Duda said. In the meantime, 
Brenda Turner has stepped up to be-
come the interim Principal.

“Working in this building in 
any capacity is just heaven to me,” 
Turner said. “I’m a graduate as 
well, so I feel like my connection 
and commitment to this building is 
at the highest level.”

“I had the most phenomenal 
high school experience here, so to 
have had the opportunity to come 
back and work here, and kind of 
give back to what I feel is an envi-
ronment that gave so much to was 
honestly something that I really 
treasured.”

Duda described Turner as “a 
tireless advocate for the kids.”

“I have always admired her 
leadership style, and her ability to 
inspire others,” Duda said. He add-
ed that, “Her vast background in 
mental health as a counselor, Direc-
tor of Guidance, and her most recent 
position are ideal experiences and 
attributes for the role of principal.”

After graduating from Path-
finder, Turner worked at the Juve-
nile Courthouse in Springfield, an 

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – Rain could not stop 
this year’s 4th of July parade, which 
drew hundreds of town residents for the 
parade, and an afternoon full of activi-
ties at Veteran’s Field.

After having to reschedule Sum-
merfest last month, the Summerfest 
Committee chose to hold the Indepen-
dence Day parade, which was held at 10 
a.m. on Tuesday on Main St. Both Main 
St. and Chestnut St. were closed for the 
parade, with the latter used as the site 
for paraders to line up before marching 
down Main St.

Dan Rittlinger announced the pa-
rade from a podium in front of Town 

Hall, which involved a number of local 
organizations, including the police and 
fire departments, the Girl Scouts, and 
various local businesses and organiza-
tions. Nicole Ouimet was scheduled to 
sing the National Anthem as the parade 
closed.

Following the parade, a celebra-
tion was held at Veteran’s Field, with 
live music by Sarah the Fiddler and the 
James Paul Band. Food and craft booths 
and bounce houses added to the cele-
brations in the field, and beer, cider, and 
malts were sold by the Summerfest Beer 

SummerfestSummerfestMONSON Old Mill 
Pond 
welcomes 
new 
principal
New principal,
Familiar face 

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – After 23 years 
serving the Palmer Public School 
District, Holly-Beth Riopel is ready 
to begin her 24th year with a new 
title - Principal.

While Riopel was announced 
as Old Mill Pond Elementary 
School’s Principal in May, the 
2023-2024 school year will mark 
when she started with the official 
principal title. 

“I am so invested in this school 
system - I have friends and family 
who have kids here, my kid goes 
here…I am so invested in their suc-
cess and I want things to be great,” 
said Riopel. 

Riopel said she always wanted 
to work with children and pursued 
education as a career immediately 
after graduating high school.

Having attended Three Rivers 
Elementary School, Converse Mid-
dle School and Palmer High School, 
Riopel’s decision to enter the edu-
cation field was  strongly influenced 
by her experiences as a student.

“My path has always been 
children…my education in Palm-
er, overall, inspired that [and] my 
teachers inspired that,” said Riopel. 

While she started her career in 
special education, over the past 23 
years she has gained experience as a 
team lead, classroom teacher, assis-
tant principal and interim principal. 

In her time as a paraprofes-
sional, Riopel said she “found [she] 
really clicked with students with 
behavioral issues,” as she “liked 
working with kids with a little bit 
of sass.” 

Car Show Memorial for 
Mary Collins 

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER/SOUTH HADLEY 
– Friends, family and car enthusi-
asts from all across New England 

gathered to support the Memorial 
Car Show for Mary Collins at St. 
Joseph’s Field, Saturday, July 1. 

Collins, a 16 year old South 
Hadley resident and Pathfinder 
Regional Vocational Technical 
High School student pursuing auto 
body, passed away unexpectedly 
in an automobile accident on June, 
13. 

Classmates Trevor Press and 
Brendon King organized the show 
to honor Mary and raise funds to 

Classmates host Car 
Show in memory of friend

REMEMBRANCE

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

SPRINGFIELD – In its first 
western Massachusetts event, the 

IRONMAN 70.3 saw 1,141 athletes 
from around the world compete in 
the sports of swimming, biking and 
running.

Turley Photo by Deanna Sloat

Andrew Les finishes his first IRONMAN in 5 hours and 36 minutes.

Athletes compete in first ever 
local IRONMAN triathlon

FITNESS

No raining on 4th of July Parade

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – Last week, the 
Select Board held its first meet-
ing since the Town Election, 
and discussed issues involving 
signage, the Senior Center, and 
trash, among other things.

The meeting opened with 
the Select Board welcoming Pe-
ter Warren as the newest Board 
Member.

“I just wanna say thanks for 
everyone that helped me along the 
way,” Warren said. “Whether it 
was just some advice, or holding 
a sign, or telling me, you know, 
‘don’t slow down, just keep go-
ing, you gotta keep going.’”

Warren also thanked the 
Monson voters. 

“Thank you very much for 
everything you did for me, it was 
very humbling,” he said.

After Warren’s opening 
comments, John Morrell suggest-
ed that the Board return to its tra-
ditional structure, with the mem-
ber whose term is about to expire 
assuming the duties of Chair for 
the year. This would make Pa-
tricia Oney the Chair going into 
2024, which was confirmed with 
a unanimous vote, with Warren 
voted in as the Clerk.

Council on Aging
Karen King, of the Planning 

Board and Community Preserva-
tion Committee, approached the 
Select Board to request that they 
waive the $200 building permit 
fee.

“I’m hoping tonight I can 
set everything straight about who 
does what at the Senior Center, or 
who’s in charge of what,” King 
said.

King said they applied for a 
grant through the Monson Home 
for the Aged, through Communi-
ty Preservation, to have a handi-
capped ramp on the front to have 
access for people into the busi-
ness office.

“In the grant, when we asked 
for the prices from the vendors, 
building permits were not put 
in…because in 100 years, we’ve 
never had to pay because it’s a 
Senior Center,” she said.

King said she was told that 
the Senior Center is private 
property, owned by the Monson 
Home for the Aged. King said 
the building was donated by the 
Cushman family to create a home 
for the elderly, then turned into a 
Senior Center through agreement 
with the Council on Aging when 
it was closed in 1975.

“The Home for the Aged 

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Mary’s family members, Billy Forget, Neil Collins, Will Collins, Nick Col-
lins, Lily Tracy and Kim Tracy are shown standing before Mary’s black 
and blue 1996 GMC Sierra. 

Select Board discusses
Senior Center; cemetery plots
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Brenda Turner
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The Youth United banner leads a giant puppet down Main St.

Nick LeBel with Skylar, age 10, and 
Samantha Dang, with Addie, age 7, 

attended the parade.

IN YOUR HOME

COMMUNITY SCHOOLS SPORTS

Rival game
back in primetime

Monson/Palmer
bus routes

89-year-old
goes skydiving
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A message 
from the 
Turleys

Every week a team of report-
ers, editors and people who assem-
ble the paper work hard to bring 
readers information they need to 
know about their community. It’s 
hard work and we love it. 

Our goal is to provide a clear 
reflection of the community, and 
share stories about issues and events 
in your town as well as those about 
your neighbors, family and friends; 
in essence, a clear reflection of the 
community. We provide news that 
is difficult to find anywhere else.

Turley Publications has been 
doing so for 60 years now, and en-
joys being an integral part of the 
community.

Every year we invite residents 
to join those who already subscribe 
to the Journal Register, so they 
too can be informed and join their 
neighbors in keeping up-to-date on 
so many aspects of the community. 
We do that by mailing an issue of 
The Journal Register to everyone 
in Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Hol-
land and Wales, on us, so you can 
see for yourself what types of infor-
mation we provide.

If you want to know when and 
why your taxes go up,  what suc-
cesses and challenges are in your 
school system, what others are 
doing to make your community a 
better place, and so much more, we 
hope you will consider subscribing.

We also value your opinions 
and ideas. Please let us know what’s 
important to you by picking up the 
phone and calling us. Let us know 
if we’re meeting your expectations.

You can also call us to let us 
know about an important event in 
your family’s life. That’s why we’re 
here.

We love being a part of this 
community and maybe even, in a 
small way, a part of your family.

We hope to be arriving each 
week at your home holding up that 
mirror, The Journal Register.

Sincerely,
Patrick Turley, CEO

Keith Turley, President
Turley Publications, Palmer

Every day is a new opportunity to give back to our 
communities. It’s what we were made for.

Member FDIC             Member DIF

M A D E  T O  S U P P O R T  T H I S

COMMUNITY.
www.countrybank.com

Sue North 
celebrates 
30 years of 
education
PHS principal looks 
forward to new year

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – After 29 years 
serving the Palmer School District, 
Palmer High School Principal Sue 
North will embark on her 30th year 
with the district, and her eighth 
year as principal. 

“I wanted to teach here in the 
district I grew up in,” said North of 
her decision to pursue education in 
the Palmer School District. 

“I truly care about every stu-
dent. I have love for all students 

PALMER

Principal Sue North 

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer

dgagnon@turley.com 

PALMER – With over 20 
years of experience serving in ed-
ucation, Matthew Francis joins the 
Palmer School District as its new 
superintendent. 

Francis offers the district a 
leader with experience educating 
in a diverse range of communities 
and institutions, including public 
and private sectors across three 
states. 

He graduated with a bach-
elor’s degree in education from 

John Carroll University 
in 1994, and went on to 
achieve a master’s de-
gree in administration 
from Framingham State 
University in 2007. 

While attending 
John Carroll Universi-
ty in Ohio, Francis said 
he was initially pursu-
ing a degree in business 
management before sustaining a 
sports-related injury.

Following his injury, Francis 
took some time off to heal when 
he began working part time for a 
private school in Ohio. 

“My sister was a 
third-grade elementary 
school teacher…I start-
ed working as a lunch 
attendant for two/two 
and half hours a day,” 
said Francis. 

He added the ex-
perience allowed him 
to reevaluate his career 
path as he recognized 

the “influence you could have on 
students.”

“That experience, that reper-
toire you get to build with them 
in a short amount of time, just 
imagine the positive influence you 

could have in their lives,’” Francis 
said of teaching.

He later accepted a long-term 
substitute teaching position.

“I liked it because every day 
you (were able) to learn. It was a 
chance to see a variety of students 
amongst every grade level,” he 
said. 

After graduating from John 
Carroll University, Francis ac-
cepted a position as a third-grade 
teacher in Colorado Springs, 
where he taught for three years 
before transitioning into a position 

Palmer Schools welcome new superintendent 
EDUCATION

Matthew Francis
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Brenda Palmer, outreach coordinator and Holland Community Center director, joined some of the younger attendees for a day of fun in the foam pit.  
Please see more photos on page 14 and 15.

Zucchini FestivalZucchini Festival
FRANCIS   ❙   page 8

at Holland Community Center

New 
principal 
excited for 
upcoming 
year

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

MONSON – The high school’s 
new principal, Art Murphy, aims to 
keep it “R-E-A-L” in the upcoming 
school year, with an emphasis on 
“Respect, Empathy, Accountability, 
and Leadership.”

“Ever since I was a kid, I just 
loved going to school, loved being 
at school,” Murphy said, adding that 
he is looking forward to a student 

Submitted Photo

Principal Art Murphy intends to keep 
it “R-E-A-L” at Monson High School.

MONSON

NORTH   ❙   page 8

MURPHY   ❙   page 8

More QVCDC 
transportation 
services to 
residents

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

MONSON – A representative 
of the Quaboag Valley Community 
Development Corp. came before the 
Selectboard to share new service 
and transportation opportunities for 
Monson riders.

Rural Transit Program Man-
ager Jen Healy revealed that from 
2021-2023, 1,997 Monson residents 
utilized transportation services pro-
vided by the Quaboag Connector. 

 “Since we’ve started, we have 
given about 60,000 [rides] in the 
last 6 to 7 years or so… but in the 

SUMMER FUN MONSON

Honoring David Peritz
#dolifelikedoo

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – With 
ringing laughter, a pas-
sionate love for family 
and the simple things 
in life, and a constant 
advocate for the under-
dog, David Peritiz, 50, 
leaves behind a lasting 
impact on the Palmer 
community. 

A beloved father, 
brother, son, uncle and 
special education teach-
er, Peritz is remembered most by 
friends and family for his “ability 

to live life simply and fully.” 
“He was a very unique per-

son…A very respected and loved 
teacher,” said colleague and Palm-
er High School Principal Sue 
North. 

She said a unique character-
istic about Dave was that “he was 

always there to support 
students and help them 
achieve greatness.”

Dave’s sister, Ivy 
Peritz-Smith said Dave 
was a special educa-
tion teacher for over 
20 years, and “was an 
advocate for the under-
dog.” She said he was 
also known affection-
ately as “Dooey” and 
“Doo.” 

“Dave really wasn’t a strang-

Special education teacher 
has lasting impact 

IN MEMORIAM

David Peritiz

PERITZ   ❙   page 16
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Swimmer Audrey Zimmer is all 
smiles while wearing a floatation 
belt and paddling on a noodle. See 
story and photos on page 6.

Swim CampSwim Camp

QVCDC   ❙   page 9

SPORTS

COMMUNITY SCHOOLS SPORTS

Monson stays
undefeated

Class of ‘61 holds
80th Birthday party

Pet of the week:
Meet Juicebox
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By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer

dgagnon@turley.com

MONSON – In light of Na-
tional Recovery Month, Monson 
residents gathered at Veteran’s 
Field in mid-September to show 
compassion and support for those 
who are struggling now or in the 
past with mental health, addiction 
and suicidal thoughts, or who have 
had family or friends with those 
issues. 

The annual Lights of Hope 
event offered a space for commu-
nity members to network with oth-
er residents, and connect through 
similar or shared experiences with 
drug addiction. 

“This year was more support 
based than resources,” said event 
organizer Pamela West.

She was first introduced Mon-
son to Lights of Hope nearly six 
years ago, after she joined an on-
line forum called “The Addict’s 
Mom,” she said.

The page focuses on raising 
drug addiction awareness and has 
several different chapters. 

“I had a family member who 
was incarcerated at the time, so I 
joined the incarcerated chapter,” 
said West. 

After following “The Ad-
dict’s Mom,” West said she saw 
the Lights of Hope event and be-

Fire Dept. 
considers 
addition of
ambulance

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – An ambulance 
based out of the Fire Department 
could mean higher taxes and copays 
for residents in need of ambulance 
services.

Presently, all ambulance calls 
go through Palmer Ambulance Ser-
vices, a locally-based, non-profit 
organization that aids departments 
in the area. A proposal has been con-
sidered for the Fire Department to 
purchase its own ambulance.

“From my understanding, 
they’re looking at a non-transporting 
unit, similar to what they do right 
now,” said Dave Clark, the Direc-
tor of Operations for Palmer Am-
bulance Services. “I’m not sure if 
they’re looking for a transport unit 
right now.”

Clark has been working for 
Palmer Ambulance for more than 30 
years and said that the company has 
been keeping an eye on this devel-
opment, though they’re not worried 
about immediate changes.

“If it’s a non-transporting unit, it 
wouldn’t affect us more than what’s 
going on today,” Clark said. “They 
respond, they provide the aid until 
we get there with a transport unit.”

In order to qualify for a trans-
port unit, the Fire Department would 
need to go through several steps of 
certification, which Clark said Palm-
er Ambulance will be happy to assist 
the department with, despite the fact 
that they would be competing for the 
same calls.

“If it’s a transporting unit, they 
will take some of the call volume 

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – During this week’s 
Town Council meeting, a proposal 
for a housing project in the Con-
verse Middle School building was 
discussed.

The Request for Proposal was 
drafted by Town Manager Ryan 
McNutt to solicit bidders to develop 
a housing project in the former mid-
dle school building. The discussion 
was continued to the Oct. 16 meet-
ing, and McNutt said he has already 
heard from prospective buyers in-
terested in the property.

“I feel incredibly confident,” 
McNutt said. “I’m 100 percent sure 
that the town will get housing de-
velopers that are interested in the 
building.”

The Council praised the pro-
posal, but raised a few concerns that 
required more discussion.

Councilors Karl Williams and 
Marc Caci discussed whether the 
proposal would retain facilities, 
such as the gym and the auditorium, 
but Town Manager Ryan McNutt 

said no such stipulations existed 
in the policy. The fields behind the 
school are not included in the bid.

The biggest concern ended up 
being whether or not the proposal 
would be limited to housing for res-
idents aged 55 and over.

“There’s such a housing short-
age right now, why limit to 55 and 
over?” asked Councilor Matthew 
Lemieux. “Why not just create 
housing, period?”

Councilor Phillip Hebert 
agreed with Lemieux.

“If we’re not going to limit 
the sale because of the basketball 
[court], why limit it because you 
just want 55 and over? It should be 
whoever wants to spend the mon-
ey, come build it for whatever age 
group, so be it, as long as it gets 
done, and built, and gets utilized.”

McNutt turned the Council’s 
attention to the section of the pro-
posal that discussed potential prices.

“There’s a specific section 
that’s just about how they’re going 
to put in their proposed price for the 
property,” McNutt said. “I’ve been 

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer

dgagnon@turley.com

MONSON — The Arts Coun-
cil asked the Select Board on Sept. 
26 to rescind its Sept. 12 vote to de-
molish the Town Hall Annex once 
the fire station renovation project is 
completed.

After much discussion, the Se-
lect Board said it would uphold its 
motion to demolish the 202 Main 
St. property.

“Just so that there is an under-
standing about the process (and) 
what has happened so far, town 
meeting voted to move forward 

with a new fire station and that was 
followed by approval by voters at 
the last town election,” said Select 
Board Chair Patricia Oney.

She said the votes at the town 
meeting and election included the 
demolition of the Town Hall Annex 
building. 

Arts Council concerns
Arts Council Vice President 

Reed Coles said the council has oc-
cupied the property for 30 years and 
doesn’t believe “there is a compara-
ble place to provide exhibition and 
storage for our valuable collection 
of original art.”

He said “the value of Monson’s 
reputation as a town who supports 
the arts and culture has helped make 
Monson a unique and special place, 
which is priceless. With the demoli-
tion of the House of Art, this repu-
tation is at risk.”

Oney said the motion at ques-
tion was “merely to direct the Arts 
Council to leave the building as of 
Jan. 1, 2024, and to accommodate 
living quarters for the fire fighters 
during construction and confirm 
demolition of the building could 
begin when the housing was com-
pleted.”

Several residents came before 
the board stating they misunder-
stood that their vote of support for 
the new fire station included the 
demolition of the Town Hall Annex 
building. 

One resident said it wasn’t 
clear from the explanation at town 
meeting that the building would be 
demolished. “The Fire Department 
came and did a presentation and it 
was not clear to any of us this build-
ing was going to be demolished,” 

MONSON

Select Board stands by 
Town Hall Annex vote

Council discusses Converse 
School housing proposal

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – Old Mill Pond 
Elementary School students were 
joined by supporting family, staff 
and faculty for this year’s annual 
open house. 

OMP families participated in 
the annual event by making their 
rounds exploring the halls, class-
rooms, gym and library. 

While some teachers and 
principals smiled as they greet-
ed families entering the building, 
others greeted students in the 
classrooms. 

Old Mill PondOld Mill Pond

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Hunter and mom, Emily Staples, were some of the many Old Mill Pond Elementary School families in atten-
dance at the Sept. 21 open house. 

Leandro Nascimemto gives a thumbs up to the open house after visiting 
a few displays. 

PALMER

Turley Photo by Marcelo Gusmão

The Converse Middle School building, which has sat empty since the school 
closed, is being eyed by Town Council for a potential housing development 
project.

Brimfield, Sturbridge,
Holland risk levels higher

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer

dgagnon@turley.com

BRIMFIELD – The Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health announced 
Eastern equine encephalitis was detected 
in mosquito samples collected in Brim-
field on Sept. 13. 

According to a press release pub-

lished by the DPH, the finding raised the 
EEE risk level to high in Brimfield, Stur-
bridge and Holland as well as raising the 
risk to moderate in Wales.

This is in addition to the six commu-
nities already at high risk for EEE: Doug-
las, Dudley, Oxford, Southbridge, Sutton, 
and Webster. Auburn, Charlton, Grafton, 
Millbury, Northbridge and Uxbridge are 
at moderate risk, it said.

On Sept. 15, Brimfield posted the 
announcement on the town’s official 
website and sent an emergency commu-
nication text via CodeRED to all resi-
dents registered to the system. 

There were no human cases of EEE 

DPH deem local communities high EEE risk

COMMUNITY

PUBLIC HEALTH

Submitted Photos by Pamela West 

Every year West provides a banner for attendees to sign and show support 
for those battling or have battled drug addiction and mental illness.

Monson honors National 
Recovery Month
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Monson Arts Council Vice President 
Reed Coles stands before the Board 
to request a rescinded vote for the 
Sept. 12, motion to demolish the 
Town Hall Annex building. 

hosts annual open househosts annual open house
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Rivalry game 
Sat. Oct. 28th
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for Mousetrap
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Wanted to thank
staff for their help

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – When Town 
Manager Ryan McNutt received a 
hand-delivered packet of paperwork 
last year he was shocked to discover 
it contained a will naming the Palm-
er Public Library as the recipient of 
a $3 million estate.

“It was a total surprise,” said 
McNutt. “We could have never 
guessed this.”

The late Thomas P. Budnick, a 
Ludlow native who died last year in 

Holyoke, left an estate of more than 
$3 million and several parcels of 
land located throughout Massachu-
setts, including in Harwich.

McNutt was appointed by the 
Hampden County Probate and Fam-
ily Court to serve as the personal 
representative of the estate this past 
July. 

After Budnick died in his Holy-
oke apartment on May 15, 2022, 
McNutt said he received hand-de-
livered mail by Palmer Police Lt. 
Erin Sullivan after responding to a 
call in Holyoke. 

McNutt said Sullivan told him 
the paperwork was retrieved from 
a deceased person’s apartment and 
had been handed over by the Holy-
oke Police Department. 

It named the Palmer Public Li-
brary as the sole beneficiary of his 
estate, and specifically excluded 
his “only (loving) sister Barbara A. 
Budnick-McEachern-Serrano.” 

A library regular
According to Palmer Public 

Library Director Stephanie Maher, 
Budnick was “somewhat of a regu-
lar” many years ago, but gradually 
stopped going to the library. 

Prior to being the Library Di-
rector, Maher said she was the chil-
dren’s librarian so while she knew 
of Budnick, she didn’t know him 
particularly well.

She said he often called to ask 
for reference help, do research in 
the library and would lightly tell the 

staff he planned to put the library in 
his will. She said the staff assumed 
it was his way of saying “thank 
you.”

“He claimed to own a stake on 
the moon, and he had a news arti-
cle… he used to give us all copies 
of it all the time,” said Maher. The 
library staff would jokingly say “if 
he leaves us his will we’ll have a 
piece of the moon.” 

McNutt said, “some of the 
parcels are actually in the Atlantic 
Ocean, off the Cape, so he did own 
land under the Atlantic Ocean.”

According to Maher, Budnick 
had actually sent the library a copy 
of his will while a different director 

Palmer Public Library bequeathed $3 million fortune

Monson 
receives 
$625,000 
Drug Free 
Grant 

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

MONSON – The Monson Pub-
lic Schools and the Monson Sub-
stance Use Community Partnership 
were recently awarded a $625,000 
Drug Free Communities Grant by 
the White House National Control 
Policy in conjunction with the Cen-
ters of Disease Control. 

The federal grant is focused on 
preventing youth substance use and 
providing education resources.

Funds will be distributed over 
a five-year period, with $125,000 
coming annually. The first allot-
ment was dispersed Sept. 30.

In a press release published by 
the MSUCP on Sept. 30, MSUCP 
Chairperson Dodie Carpentier said 
the partnerships’ goal “is to make 
Monson a safe and drug-free place 
for our youth,’’ and to strengthen 
community involvement in prevent-
ing substance use among young 
people.

The release also said the grant 
provides funding to local commu-
nity coalitions for preventing youth 
substance use of prescription drugs, 
marijuana, tobacco and alcohol. 

The MSUCP plans to achieve 
these goals by using effective strat-
egies to educate youth, parents, 
public officials, businesses and 
community leaders about the risk of 
underage substance use and its cor-
relation with mental health. 

Carpentier said the partnership 
is perfect for the grant as it caters to 
all school-aged children in kinder-
garten through 12th grade. 

According to Carpentier, 
the MSUCP and Monson public 
schools will create a business plan 
using data collected from parent 
and student surveys relating to sub-
stance use, and determine how to 
meet goals and reduce youth sub-
stance use.

The school district and MSUCP 
have already gathered a trove of 
data about youth substance use 
from a variety of sources. 

Sources include parent and 
student surveys, a 2019 Prevention 
Needs Assessment Survey from 
Monson’s eighth, 10th and 12th 
graders, data from the Massachu-
setts Department of Public Health’s 
Bureau of Substance Addiction Ser-

SCHOOLS Fire safety in Monson

Open house offers fire 
prevention education and fun

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

MONSON – Residents gathered at the 
Monson Fire Department in support of the 
MFD’s annual open house and participated 
in fire safety and prevention activities. 

“The annual open house gives us a 
chance to interact with the community out-
side of an emergency setting,” said Fire 
Chief Brian Harris. 

He said while firefighting is a signifi-
cant part of what the department does, fire 

Local schools 
encourage social-
emotional wellbeing

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER/MONSON – The 
girls at Old Mill Pond Elementary 
School in Palmer and Granite Val-
ley School in Monson are not only 
encouraged to learn in the class-
room, but also outdoors, along-
side peers, coaches and friends. 

Opposed to focusing on book 
work, the trained-volunteer led, 
after school activity focuses on 
the social-emotional well-being 
and adaptability of youth girls fol-
lowing a guided lesson plan. 

This fall season marks “Girls 
on the Run” debut for OMP. 

“Girls on the Run Western 
Mass inspires girls to be joyful, 
healthy, and confident using fun, 
experience-based curricula that 

creatively integrates running,” 
said Alison Berman, GOTR West-
ern Mass Council Director. “(It) is 
the only national physical activi-
ty-based, positive youth develop-
ment group program for girls with 
an evidence-based curriculum, 
trained coaches and a commit-
ment to serving all girls.”

Old Mill Pond mom, Erica 
Nadeau said she heard about the 
program before it made its way 
to OMP through a friend of her 
daughter. 

“She’s loving it so far,” Na-
deau said of her daughter. “Each 
meet has a theme associated with 
it and questions for parents to 
ask.”

She said as a parent, the guid-
ed questions are helpful in creat-
ing more targeted, thoughtful 
conversations that aim to build off 
what her daughter is learning in 
the program.

“The first class was about 
their ‘star power,’ and they were 

Girls on the Run 

Granite Valley Girls on the Run team shown from left to right are Ky-
lie Coursey-Scotton, Coach Sarah Casmiro, Aubrielle Samkin, Maddie 
Strom, Lailani Bedward, Anna Almeida, Fiona McManus, Coach Alyssa 
Darling, Coach Jessica Scoville, Ariana Esposito, Maddi Donovan, So-
phie Kaminski, Ashlee Kozdronkiewicz, Coach Megan Clifford and Emily 
Ostrander Rylee Sherman. Front row from left to right are Audrey Cas-
well, and Kailyn Graves-Harrison. 

SCHOOLS

PALMER

Turley photos by Dallas Gagnon

Patrick, Kaden, Mariska, Bryson, Spencer 
and Alyssa O’Hara share a family photo at 
Sunday’s event. 

Firefighters share fire prevention and fight-
ing strategies with youth. Shown is Brantley 
Beaumier learning how to take aim at a fire. 
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By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – The Town Council 
met to discuss various issues, most 
notably the reconstruction of the 
wastewater treatment plant, a hous-
ing production plan, the appoint-
ment of the town planner, and an 
amendment to the zoning bylaws.

Wastewater Resolution
The Council discussed a reso-

lution to appropriate $2 million to 

pay to design and reconstruct the 
roof of the wastewater treatment 
plant. This will include paying any 
costs incidental to the $2.86 mil-
lion previously appropriated for 
this project.

“At the last meeting there were 
two things that were requested,” 
Council President Barbara Barry 
said. “One was the original cost of 
the project was estimated to be the 
$2,868,000, which was the original 
borrowing authorization. You had 
also indicated at the last meeting 
that you were working on what 

the impact would be to the sewer 
ratepayers for this additional $2 
million.” 

Town Manager Ryan McNutt 
said that he’s in communication 
with Monson’s Finance Director 
about the town contributing 20% 
of the cost to the repairs, but it will 
have to wait for a Town Meeting 
vote. In the case that Town Meet-
ing votes against appropriating the 
funds, Monson will still have to 
pay the amount of money toward 
the repairs

“This schedule is kind of tight, 

without knowing what they’re do-
ing yet,” Barry said. McNutt agreed 
that it’s “incredibly tight.”

“We’ve been trying to do 
this project since June of 2021,” 
McNutt said. “Very little mainte-
nance has been done to these town 
buildings in the past 20 years. They 
are all starting to really fall apart, 
and the roosters are coming home 
to roost.”

“In the meantime, between 
2020 and now, this project has be-
come more expensive, much like 
almost every single capital project 

in the United States right now.”
McNutt said that he feels con-

fident that Monson will vote to pay 
its portion of the cost.

Housing production plan
The council voted to accept 

the Housing Production Plan, as 
presented by McNutt and John La-
tour, the  community development 
kirector.

“This is the final copy (of the 
Housing Production Plan) that 

Town Council discusses plans for future development

Palmer Public Library located on 1455 N. Main Street.

PALMER
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Town 
Council 
announces 
town 
manager’s 
departure 
Police chief appointed to 
position for two weeks

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – Town Council 
announced the departure of for-
mer Town Manager Ryan McNutt 
during the Tuesday, Oct. 30, council 
meeting. 

The council appointed Police 
Chief Christopher Burns as acting 
town manager for a two-week pe-
riod. 

According to Town Council 
President Barbara Barry, Burns’ 
term will not include all of the town 
manager responsibilities. Instead, 
Burns will serve as “someone who 
is going to make sure items are ad-
dressed that need to be addressed.”

Barry said “he has agreed to 
do that for a two-week period and 
then for us to reevaluate where we 
stand.”

She said a separation agree-
ment was reached between the 
council and McNutt on Thursday, 
Oct. 26, with the acceptance of 
McNutt’s resignation. 

“We want to thank Ryan for his 
service to the Palmer community 
and wish him the best,” said Barry. 

Under a separation agreement 
between the town and McNutt, 
the former town manager will be 
paid the equivalent of four and 
a half months pay for a total of 
$55,050.38. 

Additionally, McNutt will re-
ceive $15,174.70 for his accrued 
vacation time, as would any other 
departing town employee.  

“We understand that residents 
may have questions, but the Town 
Council will not be addressing 

Schools 
welcome 
self-
defense 
course

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

MONSON – The Monson 
School Committee unanimously 
voted to implement a self-defense 
program at Granite Valley School 
and Monson High School at its 
most recent meeting.

Police Sgt. Dustin Hull shared 
he has been working collabora-
tively with Resistance Aggressive 
Defense trained instructors, school 
staff members and Superintendent 
Cheryl Clarke to push the curricu-
lum forward into the district.

“We’ve been working on this 
for a little more than a year,” said 
Hull. “Finally, we had an opportu-
nity to sit down and come in with a 
good game plan.”

He said the goal would be to 
offer the program to students twice 
throughout middle school and of-
fer an adult women’s version of the 
program to female students in high 
school. 

The RAD kids’ program would 
be open to all students while the 
RAD women’s would cater to fe-
male students “to help prepare them 
for college and life,” said Hull.

“It has incredible success 
across the country,” he said. “One 
of the biggest statistics that stick 
out to me is, once these programs 
get implemented in the schools and 
the kids actually receive it, bullying 
actually drops by a little over 80%.”

He added that coupling the 
RAD kids program with the young 
women’s program is beneficial 
because “the RAD kids is a great 
foundation (as) it teaches kids it’s 
not your fault and nobody has the 
right to hurt you.” 

The RAD women’s program 
builds off of that knowledge, said 
Hull. 

Local RAD women’s instruc-
tor, Audra Staples, shared her ex-

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer High 
School students shared one another’s 
company during a night filled with 
glitter, high heels, music and dance 
in celebration of the annual home-
coming.

Saturday’s dance featured stu-
dents from grades nine to 12 dressed 

in their best, classic party songs and 
complimentary refreshments. 

For some students, the Oct. 28 
event marked their first ever home-
coming dance, while others celebrat-
ed their last. 

The annual tradition follows the 
PHS’s football team’s face off with 
its long-standing rival, Ware High 
School. 

Although Palmer High School 
lost their game earlier that afternoon, 
students were still up for an evening 
of fun and celebration of school spir-
it. 

Homecoming dance a big hit

MONSON

Photos by Marcelo Gusmão

Tensions rise between Jake Wyse’s Giles Ralston and Melissa Weise’s 
Christopher Wren over their relationship with Leslie Marsh’s Mollie 
Ralston.

Monson Arts Council
presents “The Mousetrap”

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – This past 
weekend, the Monson Arts 
Council held several showings of 
its rendition of “The Mousetrap” 
at Memorial Hall. 

A blood-curdling scream 
from behind the audience opened 
the matinee on Saturday of the 

production of the Agatha Chris-
tie play. The two-act production 
was performed multiple times 
throughout the weekend of Oct. 
27-29, with time slots in the af-
ternoon and evening.

“The Monson Arts Coun-
cil Theater Committee has been 
working on building up the pro-
gram after it was defunct for 

MOUSETRAP   ❙   page 3

SCHOOL   ❙   page 7

By Jim Russell
Correspondent 

MONSON – The town 
celebrated Halloween Tuesday 
afternoon along Main Street 
with local businesses, munici-
pal employees and homeown-
ers providing heaps of candy to 
trick- or-treaters, followed by a 
6 p.m. parade to Memorial Hall 
for a sweet party.

United Methodist Church 
set up a long table and handed 
out free hot dogs outside.

Parishioner Debi Mahar 
said that, “because trick or treat 
starts at 4 p.m., before they’ve 
had supper, we offer children 
something to eat before they 

Monson makes Halloween its own

Palmer High School shows its colors
Raising school spirit 
before the big game

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – The entire 
Palmer High School student 
body gathered together to raise 
school spirit and rally up the 
PHS football team before com-
peting against rival Ware High 
School. 

Students grades seven to 
12 met in the gymnasium on 
Friday, decked out in blue and 
white apparel to show their 
school spirit. 

While the event served 
as an opportunity to unite the 
school under one cause, it also 
allowed students to engage in 
friendly, competitive banter 
amongst different classes. 

Students competed in a 
series of games, including a 

Turley photos by Dallas Gagnon

The Palmer High School band plays music throughout the event to add a dramatic effect and raise spirits. 

Monson Town Hall employees 
get into the spirit of Halloween 
every year. This year they were 

busy bees.
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Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Students Shea Simpkiss, Hannah Hoang, Sophia Braskie, Kassandra Perry, 
Taran Prak and Donovan Rayleonard are all smiles at the 2023 homecom-
ing dance. More photos on page 9.

SCHOOL ENTERTAINMENT COMMUNITY

CEMETERY   ❙   page 2

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – The Cemetery 
Commission provided a fun and 
informative stroll through local his-
tory in its second annual Cemetery 
Walk last Saturday at Hillside Cem-
etery.

At 6:30 p.m. on Saturday night, 

Cemetery Foreman Mat Wawrzyk 
addressed the crowd, in-character, 
as the ghost of Jacob Thompson, in 
a guided tour around the cemetery, 
during which residents and visitors 
were told the history of some of the 
town’s founding residents.

“This is what you would call 
a historical reenactment,” Waw-
rzyk said. “Where we role-play as 

Photos by Marcelo Gusmão

Virginia Pizzichemi, Sarah Pedder, and Mat Wawrzyk read from their 
scripts as Eudocia and William Norcross Flynt and Jacob Thompson.

Cemetery Commission 
performs Historical 

Reenactment at Hillside

Correspondent photos by Jim Russell
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Western Mass. Champs

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

MONSON – Over the past de-
cade, Monson High School girls 
soccer has overcome whatever 
turnover it has had to contend with, 
and has still been a perennial pow-
erhouse to deal with each year.

Last Wednesday evening at 
Agawam High School, Coach Eric 

Degnan was able to raise that cham-
pionship arm in the air once against 
as Monson defeated Mt. Greylock 
4-0 to capture the Western Mass. 
Class C Championship.

“These are a special group of 
girls,” Degnan said. “These girls 
have a lot of fun, but they work 
hard and they practice hard.”

While the score and posses-
sion throughout the game reflected 

Monson was not in any real trou-
ble throughout the game, things got 
chippy during the later stages of the 
game.

A frustrated Mt. Greylock 
squad committed a few fouls, not 
all of them caught by the referees, 
leading to some contention on the 
field during the final 20 minutes of 

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SPRINGFIELD—The differ-
ence in the Western Mass. Class 
D championship soccer match 
between Granby and Palmer was 
postseason experience. 

Six of the players listed on this 
year’s Palmer varsity soccer roster 
were also members of the 2021 

squad, which celebrated a 2-1 over-
time victory against Mount Grey-
lock in the Western Mass. Class C 
finals at Agawam High School.

Led by sophomore Charlotte 
Theriault, the top-seeded Lady 
Panthers captured the Western 
Mass. title for the second time in 
the past three years with a 3-1 vic-
tory over the second-seeded Lady 
Rams at Berte Field located on the 

Springfield Central campus, last 
Tuesday night.  

“This is the second time that 
we’ve won the Western Mass. since 
I’ve been playing for the varsity 
soccer team,” Theriault said. “I 
won my first title with my older 
sister (Maddy) two years ago and I 
just don’t know how to explain my 

Palmer Panthers girls soccer team holds up their Western Mass Class D trophy.

Panthers capture Class C championship
Monson Mustangs girls soccer team holds up their Western Mass Class C trophy.

Peterson scores pair for Mustangs in WMass. win
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Moderator nixes article to 
fire town administrator

By Jim Russell
Correspondent

MONSON – Voters at Mon-
day’s Special Town Meeting ap-
proved borrowing $1 million as 
the municipality’s responsibili-
ty to replace the roof on a facility 
shared with Palmer, the Palmer 
Water Pollution Control Facility. 
Monson’s amount would be about 
20% of the total. The town’s ap-
proval is contingent on 
Palmer Town Coun-
cil allocating its share. 
Voters also approved a 
number of other spend-
ing articles including 
$62,370 to Veteran’s 
Regional Services ac-
count, $10,000 to the 
street light expense 
account, $15,000 to 
the ambulance ser-
vices expense account, 
$13,000 to the sewer 
maintenance account, $3,300 to 
preserve Select Board meeting 
minutes, $28,173 to construct a 
pavilion at Flynt Park, $18,400 
for trail work at Flynt Park and  

$50,000 to build a basketball court 
and play area at Granite Valley School 
Town meeting rejected an article 
sponsored and endorsed by the Fi-
nance Committee to add $7,500 the 
animal inspector salary account.

Citizen’s petition
A citizen’s petition article that 

sought to fire the town administra-
tor, was nixed by the moderator, 
who deemed it “out of order,” and 
said it had no material relation-
ship with town meeting authority, 
function and role; thus it was not 
even put on the table to discuss. 

Prior to the modera-
tor’s ruling, however, 
long-serving Monson 
Finance Committee 
member James Penning-
ton told the 252 regis-
tered voters attending 
that “this is a personnel 
matter.” He said it is 
“not appropriate” for 
town meeting to insert 
itself into employment 

matters of a municipal 
employee, in this case, 

Town Administrator Jennifer Wolo-
wicz.

The Select Board have the pow-
er to hire and fire department heads, 
including the town administrator. 
Resident Roxanne Gunther orga-
nized this petition that included 
signatures of 150 registered vot-

STM approves $1M for 
new water pollution roof

MONSON

Submitted photo

Tony Silva replacing flags at Four Corners Cemetery. More veterans 
coverage on page 5.

Honoring those who served

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer

dgagnon@turley.com

MONSON — The Monson 
School Committee voted in favor 
of moving the town and presidential 
voting location from Memorial Hall 
to Quarry Hill Elementary School 
for 2024 and 2025.

The committee approved the 
use of the school for voting during 
school hours on Sept. 3, 2024, Nov. 

5, 2024 and June 10, 2025.
During the Nov. 2 meeting, 

Town Clerk Mary Watson asked 
the committee to consider the lo-
cation request, bearing in mind that 
the Monson fire station renovations 
will be taking place during those 
election dates.

“We know parking has always 
been an issue at Memorial Hall but 
now, having the renovation, it’s re-
ally an issue,” said Watson.

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER — A representative 
from  the Lake Thompson Civic As-
sociation went before the Conserva-
tion Commission to share an annual 
post treatment report.  

“We’re a private lake so we 
pretty much take care of our-
selves… there is no public access,” 
said the representative. 

The Lake Thomas Civic Asso-
ciation is responsible for maintain-
ing lake quality and cleanliness; 
“primarily in terms of weed and 

algae control.” 
According to the represen-

tative, the post treatment report 
showed no signs of major changes 
in the lake regarding bacteria or in-
dications of E. coli. 

He said “the report we gave 
the Conservation Commissions was 
just kind of an overview of what we 
have in terms of length, depth.” 

He added the lake is fairly shal-
low and susceptible to weed growth 
as well as frequent warm water tem-
peratures.

“Last summer, we were up to 

2024-2025 Monson voting 
to take place at Quarry Hill

Lake Thompson post treatment  
report shared with Conservation
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Jennifer Wolowicz
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Palmer Public Schools 
initiate superintendent 

search 
PALMER – As the Palmer Public 

Schools celebrates the end of 2023 and 
prepares for 2024, December marks the 
district’s one-year anniversary for the ini-
tiation of a superintendent search. 

During the Dec. 14, 2022 School 
Committee meeting, Chair Bonny Rath-
bone shared with the committee that she 
met with a representative from the Massa-
chusetts Association of School Commit-
tees to discuss the processes involved in 
hiring a new superintendent.

The committee members announced 
they would initiate efforts to recruit PHS 
community members who might be inter-
ested in joining a Superintendent Search 
Committee.

The SSC would be composed of two 
School Committee members, three par-
ents, three teachers, two administrators, 
one paraprofessional, one Town Council-
or, one community liaison and one student. 

Applications to join the search com-
mittee were accepted from Dec. 14, 2022, 
until Jan. 17, 2023.

Director of Student Services Colleen 
Culligan served as Interim Superintendent 
throughout the search. 

PHS Principal Sue North also recog-

nized 19 students before the committee 
for receiving the John and Abigail Adams 
Scholarship Award which provides stu-
dents with free tuition to any state college 
or public university within Massachusetts 
for up to eight semesters. 

FEBRUARY 2023 
Lake Thompson lake-
front tax bills increase

PALMER – After receiving notice of 
a lakefront tax increase in January 2023, 
Lake Thompson residents shared many 
comments and concerns regarding their 
third quarter real estate and personal tax 
payments due Feb. 1, 2023.

Members of the Lake Thompson Civ-
ic Association met several times to com-
miserate since finding out the assessed 
value of their properties increased 120% 
or more from 2022 - 2023. 

A pressing complaint shared by sev-
eral residents was how much more lake-
front property was valued at compared to 
the rest of the town, where the average in-
crease in value of land and houses was in 
the 10-20% range. 

While property values increased, tax 
rates did decrease from $19.83 to $17.93 - 
a decrease of $1.90 per $1,000 of assessed 
value compared to last year.

Palmer’s Principal Assessor, Keri-
Ann Wenzel said that while the entire 
town’s values increased, Lake Thompson’s 
increase was more.

“According to the numbers we re-
ceived for 2020 and 2021, properties were 
selling for approximately $150,000 to 
$200,000 above the assessed value,” said 

Wenzel of Lake Thompson properties. 
“It’s market driven.”
She said when she saw the 2023 val-

ues she anticipated complaints.

MARCH 2023

State Senators
visit potential Rail Trail 

stop in Palmer
PALMER – While conversation has 

circulated around the addition of Rail Trail 
stops throughout “the town of seven rail-
roads” for years,  state Sen. Jake Olivera, 
D-Ludlow and state Sen. President Karen 
Spilka, D-Ashland visited the Steaming 
Tender restaurant in March to consider the 
location as a potential East/West rail line 
stop. 

The building, formerly the Palmer 
Railroad Station, was purchased by Blake 
and Robin Lamothe in 1987 and restored 
into the restaurant it is today. 

“I think it would be an embarrassment 
if we didn’t use this building here because 
of the passenger service that is available,” 
said Blake Lamothe, “not only for East/
West but also for North/South down the 
road.”

He pointed out the building has con-
nections that can go north all the way to 
Vermont and South to New London, Con-
necticut. 

Olivera shared he believes that Palmer 
should be considered as one of the stops 
along the East/West Rail.

“I call Palmer the gateway to Western 

Massachusetts,” said Olivera. 
Palmer Station Steering Committee 

Chairman Ben Hood said the location 
would not only serve as a Palmer stop 
“but also a UMass stop,” and an “east of 
Springfield stop.”

APRIL 2023

PHS district announces
Matthew Francis as
new superintendent 
PALMER –  After a public delibera-

tion process, the Palmer School Commit-
tee announced Chicopee Public Schools 
Assistant Superintendent Matthew Francis 
to take on the PHS Superintendent role. 

The Committee unanimously elected 
Francis as the district’s new superinten-
dent during a special committee meeting 
held April 4, 2023. 

“After getting to know him during the 
site visit and hearing from students and 
colleagues about the impact he has made, 
I think that Matt will make a wonderful 
superintendent,” said School Committee 
Chair Bonny Rathbone. 

“I very much look forward to working 
with him.”

During the month of March Francis 
was interviewed for the position, along 
with William Metzger, Brian Ackerman 
and Susan North. They also attended in-
dividual meet-and-greet sessions with 
the community so members of the public 
could share their thoughts regarding each 
candidate and provide feedback.

Vice Chair Sandra Noonan compiled 

a list of traits about each candidate to pres-
ent during the meeting. 

Noonan said teachers felt supported 
by Francis and students said Francis also 
helped struggling students get back on 
track. 

“He has worked with surrounding 
districts to collaborate on funding oppor-
tunities,” said Noonan. “This struck me in 
particular because Chicopee is a city and 
yet he still found the time to meet up with 
other districts and work alongside them.”

She added when students spoke of his 
character, they said he always put “kids 
first.”

MAY 2023
 

Blue skies shine on 
Special Olympics 

MONSON – Granite Valley hosted 
the annual Special Olympics for Monson 
and neighboring communities April 28th, 
2023. 

Attendees got a break from a week of 
rainstorms as the skies cleared up for a day 
filled with athletic events. 

Students from Palmer, Monson, Lud-
low, Belchertown and Wilbraham partici-
pated in the annual event. 

Monson Schools Superintendent 
Cheryl Clarke recognized Special Educa-
tion Director Colette Bidus as the driving 
force behind the event’s success. 

“We have a great team that was put 
together from all of our service provid-
ers and a couple of our special education 
teachers,” said Bidus. “It’s a lot of moving 

Stories that made an impression this past year
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Corrections
The Journal Register will 

gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections 
or clarifications will always ap-
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request 
a correction, send information to 
Editor at journalregister@turley.
com, or call 283-8393, extension 
236. Corrections may also be 
requested in writing at:  Journal 
Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA, 01069.

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

7-NIGHT BERMUDA CRUISE  – 
May 24-31, 2024
Call now – January 15 deadline!

Dec. 30 ....Moulin Rouge! ..................................$125
Jan. 27 .....Ain’t Too Proud – Temptations ........$99
March 16 .Frozen at P.P.A.C. ..............................$130
May 4 ......Kennedy Library .................................$95
Aug. 30 ....7-night Nova Scotia Cruise from $1499

SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN
CHOPS OR ROAST .............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN 
CUTLETS .................................

USDA INSP. 

$249
lb

SALE DATES: 12/28/23-1/3/23

$219

lb
USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SPARE RIBS ..............

$179

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

PORTERHOUSE T-BONE STEAK 
USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ......
USDA INSP. FROZEN

PARTY CUT 
CHICKEN WINGS 4 LB BAG ..........

$999
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 26/30 CT

COOKED SHRIMP 22.3 OZ BOX ......

$144
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
ROAST BEEF .....................

$799
lb

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF 

TENDERLOIN

$799

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$299

$399

lb

ea

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED BONELESS

CHICKEN BREAST ..............
USDA INSP.  2 1/2 LB BOX
KAYEM FROZEN

NATURAL CASING HOT DOGS 

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL AVRIETIES FAMILY PAK

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ..............
$199

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

5 LB 
BAG

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$399
lb

$799
lb

$399
lb

$989
lb

CUT 
FREE

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TGI FRIDAY’S LOADED CHEESE 
& BACON POTATO SKINS 22.3 OZ BOX lb

$799

WISHING YOU A HAPPY 
& HEALTHY NEW YEAR!
We will be closed New Year’s Day

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

MONSON – The holidays were 
celebrated triumphantly at Granite Val-
ley School during a holiday concert for 
grades one-three.

The school community came to-
gether to witness the talented students in 
grades one, two and three who enjoyed 
the experience of performing in music 
and chorus. It was a team effort consist-
ing of the students, teachers, adminis-
tration, custodial staff and parents that 
made this holiday concert possible. 

Music and the arts are considered 
essential activities for students to enjoy 
and continuously partake in as they have 
fun and share their talents to friends and 
family.   

“The music and arts are very im-
portant to us at our schools,” said Super-
intendent Dr. Cheryl Clarke.

To kick off the holiday concert, 
the staff began the show with a surprise 
performance. Appearing on stage as the 
Granite Valley Jingles, the staff per-
formed “Winter Wonderland” with jingle 
bells in hand. 

It was a fun surprise for not only the 

parents but the students as well. The staff 
got a nice round of applause for their 
performance.

Grade one appeared on stage next 
for the holiday concert. These grade one 
students are the students of Ms. Clark, 
Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Prentiss, and Mrs. 
Paulhus. 

The first performance by grade one 
was a scarf dance to go along with a song 
from The Nutcracker. The first-grade 
performance continued with performing 
a song called “Hot Chocolate”. The song 
was originally composed by Stephanie 
Leavell.

Grade one concluded their per-
formance with singing “Mittens and 
Gloves”. The song was originally com-
posed by Anne Ellsworth and Teresa 
Jennings. 

Up next on stage was grade two 
students of Ms. Arbogast, Ms. Ingerson, 
Ms. Scoville, and Mrs. Royce. The first 
song performed by the second graders 
was “Light a Candle for Peace.” The 
song was composed by Shelley Murley. 

Their next song was a song about 
a reindeer. Instead of Rudolph the red-
nosed reindeer, the second graders sang 
a song about Blitzen, the “Blitzen Boo-
gie”. 

The second graders concluded their 
performance with the song, “Let’s build 
a Gingerbread House”. 

The third grade students were next 
on stage for the Granite Valley Holiday 
Concert. These students are students of 
Mr. Donovan, Miss Carrington, Mrs. Si-
mons and Mr. Cust. These students be-
gan their performance by bringing their 
recorders on stage. With their recorders, 
the students played “Hot Cross Buns” 
and “Gently Sleep”.

In the finale of the Granite Valley 

Holiday Concert, the third grade per-
formed a light show to “Carol of the 
Bells”. The version of “Carol of the 
Bells” that was played during the light 
show is a version arranged by Trans-Si-
berian Orchestra. 

The families and friends who at-
tended the concert gave the students and 
staff a standing ovation for their perfor-
mance. A great way to celebrate the holi-
day season as the Granite Valley Holiday 
Concert showcased talented students in 
grades one-three.   

A surprise staff performance by the Granite Valley Jingles singing “Winter Wonder-
land”.

Grade one class began with a scarf dance to a song from The Nutcracker.  

Grade two taking the stage at the Holiday Concert. Grade three performs “Hot Cross Buns” on their recorder

Granite Valley School Holiday Concert

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

Grade three concluded the concert with a light show to “Carol of the Bells”. 

New Year’s Steak Sale
Through December 31, enjoy 20% off all 
steaks. T-Bone, Porterhouse, Tenderloin, 
Ribeye, NY Strip, Denver, and more. 
Savor the flavor, savor the savings. Use 
code “SteakSale” at checkout or show 
this ad in-store.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

Order at FarmerMatt.com or 
508-980-7085

Brimfield to hold 
public event for 
preparedness 
plan

BRIMFIELD— Brimfield residents, businesses, 
and surrounding community residents and represen-
tatives are invited to learn about and provide input 
on the Town of Brimfield Hazard Mitigation and 
Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness Draft Plan on 
Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. at Francesco’s 
Ristorante and Pizzeria, 45 Palmer Road. The meet-
ing will include a discussion of natural hazards and 
climate impacts in Brimfield, and the proposed mit-
igation actions. Municipal officials and PVPC staff 
will be available to answer questions and respond 
to input about the project. The meeting provides an 
opportunity for residents to share thier thoughts and 
participate in the planning process.

The purpose of the Hazard Mitigation Plan is 
to assess Brimfield’s natural hazard risks and vul-
nerabilities, and provide an action plan to reduce the 
Town’s vulnerabilities.

This combined HMP-MVP plan is being com-
pleted by the Town with assistance from the Pio-
neer Valley Planning Commission and is funded by 
the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs. Upon completion, the plan 
will be submitted to EEA and to the Massachusetts 
Emergency Management Agency and Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency for review and approval. 
A FEMA approved HMP makes the community eli-
gible for federal and state mitigation grant funding. 
Upon completing the MVP Planning Grant, Brim-
field will become “MVP Certified” and be eligible to 
apply for MVP Action Grans.

The draft HMP-MVP Plan can be accessed 
at https://www.brimfieldma.org/home/news/
town-brimfield-massachusetts-hazard-mitiga-
tion-plan-2023-update.

For more information, please contact PVPC’s 
Mimi Kaplan at mkaplan@pvpc.org or Angela 
Panaccione at apanaccione@pvpc.org, or call (413) 
781-6045.

MassDOT lists 
winners of ‘Name 
A Snowplow’ 
contest  

BOSTON – The Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation announced the winners of the second 
annual, “Name A Snowplow” contest for statewide 
elementary and middle school students in Massachu-
setts. 

The winning plow names are Flower Plow-
er, Edward Blizzardhands, Glacier Gobbler, Po-
lar Pathmaker, Snow B Wan Kenobi, The Snolar 
Express, Sleetwood Mac, Snow Place Like Home, 
Snow-hemian Rhapsody, The Mayplower, Snow 
Monstah, Fast and Flurryous. 

This contest received entries from public school 
classrooms from across Massachusetts. The contest 
chose names for 12 MassDOT snowplows that will 
be in service during this 2023/2024 winter season. 

The purpose of the contest is to celebrate the 
snow and ice season and to help recognize the hard 
work and dedication shown by public works employ-
ees and contractors during the winter season.  

“Keeping our roads across Massachusetts clear 
and safe every winter is a tough job. We are glad to 
see educators engage their students in a fun competi-
tion that pays tribute to this essential public service,” 
said Transportation Secretary and CEO Monica Tib-
bits-Nutt in a press release. “I want to congratulate 
the winning classrooms and look forward to seeing 
all of the snowplows in the field.”     

“This is a fun way for schools across the state 
to connect with the crews who perform vital road 
work every year during New England’s harsh win-
ters,” said Highway Administrator Jonathan Gulliv-
er. “Congratulations to the winners, and our appreci-
ation to everyone who 
participated.” 

Winning submis-
sions for students in 
grades five through 
eight include Melis-
sa Forni, grade five of 
Burgess Elementary 
School in Sturbridge 
with her entry of “The 
Snolar Express.”

For more infor-
mation on the contest, 
please visit: https://
www.mass.gov/name-
a - s n o w p l o w - c o n -
test-2023-24. 

REGION — In keeping with Zon-
ta’s more-than-100-year tradition of im-
proving the lives of women and girls, 
the Zonta Club of Quaboag Valley is 
currently soliciting proposals from lo-
cal non-profit organizations for projects 
that benefit women and/or youth. Since 
its inception in 1991, the Zonta Club of 
Quaboag  Valley has contributed over 
$150 thousand in cash and in-kind dona-
tions to local non-profits.

The Zonta Service Grant Form ap-
plication can be downloaded at www.
zontaqv.org/service-grant/ or requested 
by contacting info@zontaqv.org.  2024 
Grants ranging from $100 to $2000 will 
be awarded biannually, in May with a 
April 1 deadline and November with a  
Oct. 1 deadline.  Proposals must include 
specific details of the project including 
the need that will be addressed with the 
funds. In reviewing completed applica-

tions the committee will give preference 
for a hands-on component that can involve 
Zontians and supporters, if appropriate.  
The club’s efforts to raise funds for these 
grants included a Calendar Raffle, Golf 
Tournament and Poinsettia sales. Two-
thirds of all profits are used to fund local 
initiatives; one-third goes to the Zonta 
Foundation for Women to fund global 
projects with partners including UNFPA, 
UNICEF USA, Girls Not Brides, Coali-

tion to End 
V i o l e n c e 
A g a i n s t 
Women and 
Girls Glob-
ally and 
Wo m e n ’ s 
Empower-
ment Prin-
ciples.

2 0 2 2 -
23 grant 
rec ip ien ts 
i n c l u d e d : 
Girl’s Inc 
of the Val-
ley received 
a grant 
to help 

build new programs at their 
new Holyoke location. 
YWCA of Western MA received a grant 
to purchase gift cards for individuals 
in their network to purchase essentials. 
Safe Passage of Northampton to off-
set printing of a program booklet for 
Say Something - 8-hour skills-focused 
training program grounded in effec-
tive strategies of bystander interven-
tion and empowerment self-defense. 
Food Share in Palmer in support of 
stocking personal hygiene products and 
other items in short supply for women 
and girls.

Second Time’s a Charm in Palm-
er received a grant toward the pur-
chase of different-sized gowns 
in short supply for teens in need. 
Alianza DV Services, Inc. (formerly 
Womanshelter/Companieros) in support 
of a fall showing of the Clothesline Proj-
ect, a visual display of violence statistics 
that often go ignored. Each shirt is made 
by a survivor of violence or by someone 
who has lost a loved one to violence. 

Inquiries can be directed to the Zon-
ta Club of Quaboag Valley, Mary Knight 
the Communications Chair at info@zon-
taqv.org or 413-219-8260. 

Zonta Service Grants available for 2024



December 28, 2023    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTER PAGE 3

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

DEADLINE
The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at 
mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413-283-
8393 by noon on Mondays.
We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

Sale of Real Estate Under M.G.L. C. 183A:6 

Friday, January 5, 2024 @ 12:00 noon
18 Palmer Road, Unit 5, Monson, MA

Woodridge Place Condominium

This 2-bedroom, 2-bathroom townhouse unit has +/- 1,470 sq ft 
including eat-in-kitchen and living/dining room. Central air. 
Full basement. Private back patio. Oversized 1car garage.

Terms of Sale: A deposit of $5,000 per unit, by cash, certified or bank check 
will be required at the time & place of sale. Balance due within 30 days. 
All other terms announced at sale. Auctioneer makes no representations 
as to the accuracy of the information contained herein.

HARVARD AUCTIONEERS COMPANY
www.harvardauctioneers.com

617-817-0462          MA LIC# 1431

SCHOOL VAN DRIVERS
Monson - Palmer - Barre - Brookfield

 $19.50/hr. 
WE WILL TRAIN & LICENSE YOU  

Paid sick time, Paid FMLA, 
Paid holidays.

Work the school schedule, 
split shifts. 

JP MCCARTHY BUS
email jobs@mccarthybus.com

text or call 774-200-6762

330000  TTAABBLLEESS  

99--55  SSAATT  
99--33  SSUUNN  

T 

 SALE OF HANDGUNS GUNS -  RIFLES   
SHOTGUNS - ANTIQUE & COLLECTIBLE 

FIREARMS-AMMO-MILITARIA-BOOKS-PARTS     

FFRREEEE  PPAARRKKIINNGG  
INFORMATION AND LARGER ADMISSION 

DISCOUNTS GO TO: 

northeastgunshows.com 
 

FFIIRREEAARRMM  &&  KKNNIIFFEE      
SSHHOOWW  &&  SSAALLEE                                                

  

SSTTUURRBBRRIIDDGGEE,,  MMAA  
ST UR BRI DGE HOST  HOT EL &  C ONF.  CE NT ER  

36 6 M AI N ST REET ,  ST UR BRI DGE ,  M A.  

$1 OFF ADMISSION WITH AD             
CCHHIILLDDRREENN  UUNNDDEERR  1122  FFRREEEE     

AAMMMMOO--HHAANNDDGGUUNNSS--RRIIFFLLEESS--SSHHOOTTGGUUNNSS  

CCUUSSTTOOMM  
KKNNIIVVEESS  

 

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your 
Professional And Educational Goals

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at 
the Palmer Public 
Library, here to 
help you meet your 
educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

Contact Us
For More Information

413-283-2329
email: info@topfloorlearning.org

TUTORS 
NEEDED

For English Language Learners, 
HiSet Tutors:

English, Writing & Math

TUTORING AVAILABLE –
Meet your professional 
& educational needs.

English Language learning, 
HiSet preparation, 
Resume writing.

Call to ask about our next 
Computer Security class

The Town of Palmer seeks 
two residents to be part of its 

Town Manager Screening Committee. 
Working with the Town’s 

recruitment consultant this Committee will 
screen and interview candidates for 

the position of Town Manager and make 
recommendations to the Town Council.  

Experience with personnel 
and recruitment a plus.  

Please send a letter of interest and qualifications to:
Mottomaniello@townofpalmer.com 

by January 4th.

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

BRIMFIELD – 17-year-
old Orion Boyce was recent-
ly hired as the Organist and 
Director of Music at the First 
Congregational Church, after a 
performance on Sunday, Dec. 
17, of his original arrangement 
of “Carol of the Bells” for the 
congregation.

First Congregational has 
been without an organist for 
approximately nine months. 
Orion started playing the organ 
for Wales Baptist Church a few 
months before he turned 10, 
and has been performing for 
the church and writing music 
for patriotic events every year 
for approximately seven years.

“He grew up in that 
church,” said Ed Boyce, Ori-
on’s father, who serves as a 
deacon at Wales Baptist.

Boyce described his son’s 
performance in Brimfield 
as “epic and well-received.” 
Though based on the familiar 
arrangement by Mykola Leon-
tovych, which was itself based 
on the Ukrainian New Year’s 
Song, “Shchedryk,” Boyce 
composed his own arrange-

ment, including 32 pages of 
sheet music, for the event.

“When he was younger he 
couldn’t communicate all that 
clearly, but boy could he play 
music,” Boyce said. “When he 
was three years old, we weren’t 
sure if he would be able to 
speak or be verbal at all. Now 
he’s killing it in a leadership 
role, and, in my opinion, he’s 
just getting warmed up.”

“The fact that he’s man-
aged to find a way to be com-
fortable doing high-intensity 
music, that definitely had an 
invaluable impact of breaking 
him out of his shell,” Boyce 
said.

A testament to Boyce’s 
work ethic presented itself on 
Dec. 24, when he was asked to 
perform the Hallelujah chorus 
along with his choir.

“He first set eyes on sheet 
music 10 days before the per-
formance,” Boyce said. “To do 
that in a week was bonkers and 
insane, but he did it anyway.”

Boyce said that any mis-
givings the 11th grader had 
about taking on this big re-
sponsibility were washed away 
by the success of these events.

“The number of reasons to 
say ‘no, this is too big’ floated 

away like petals,” Boyce said. 
“It felt destined, after a point.”

In between his perfor-
mances, Boyce is a straight-A 
student at Tantasqua Regional 
High School. His father said 
that he has never had so much 
as an A-minus, and scored a 
1510 on his SAT.

Orion Boyce is expected 
to be installed into his new po-
sition at a ceremony on Jan. 7. 
Pastor Gary Burdick of Wales 
Baptist has reportedly ar-
ranged to attend the ceremony 
as well.

Boyce said that he intends 
to expand the choir and involve 
more kids in music, using his 
experience mentoring young 
musicians at Wales Baptist to 
usher in a new generation of 
church musicians for the con-
gregation.

Boyce had a message that 
he wants to share with the 
congregation at the ceremony, 
which is that “he’s here not to 
make music for the congrega-
tion, but to make music with 
the congregation.”

The ceremony to install 
Orion Boyce will happen 
during Sunday’s 10:30 service 
on Jan. 7.

Submitted photo

17-year-old Orion Boyce played the organ after his performance of 
Carol of the Bells at Brimfield’s First Congregational Church.

High Schooler appointed Director of
Music at First Congregational Church

For the fourth consecutive year, the team at J. Stolar In-
surance Agency, Inc. located in Three Rivers has supported 
local seniors with gift bags for the Christmas season.

“We started this effort to say thank you to our local se-
niors and appreciate them during the holidays” said Renee 
Niedziela, co owner. “The response of donations and sup-
port of our local businesses has been amazing and we are 
very grateful for all they offer to support this effort.”

A team of a dozen volunteers, both youth and adults, 
spent an evening last week filling over 120 “joy bags” which 
were then delivered to three local senior housing complexes. 
The bags contained a wide 
variety of items, ranging 
from toiletries to snacks and 
personal supplies.

Over 25 local business-
es contributed to the con-
tents of this year’s joy bags.  
“A special shoutout to Life’s 
Memories and More and the 
Labrie family for their de-
voted support every year” 
said Niedziela.

“Following the tradition 
of our father, John Stolar, 
we pride ourselves on giving 
back to the community that 
supports us” said Chris Sto-
lar, co owner.

Holiday gifts
for local seniors

www.newspapers.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications
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Viewpoints

Dear Rusty 
Both my wife and I have worked our 

entire lives. 
When we retire, will we both be en-

titled to full benefit amount each or will 
there always be a spousal factor in there? 
Also, how are those benefits calculated 
– based on your highest salaries through-
out your career, or your ending salaries 
when you retire? 

Signed: Looking Ahead

Dear Looking
Prior to retiring from work is a smart 

time to investigate how Social Security 
will fit into your golden years. To answer 
your second question first, each person’s 
personal SS retirement benefit is based 
on the highest earning 35 years over their 
entire lifetime, with earlier years adjust-
ed for inflation. 

The person’s Average Indexed 
Monthly Earnings, essentially the per-
son’s lifetime average inflation-adjusted 
monthly earnings amount, is first deter-
mined. 

Using AIME, the person’s Primary 
Insurance Amount is calculated using a 
special benefit formula which will yield a 
PIA of about 40% or less of the person’s 
AIME. The PIA is the amount received if 
benefits start in the month full retirement 
age or “FRA” is attained, as you can see, 
Social Security likes acronyms.  

Since you and your wife were both 
born after 1959, FRA for both of you is 
67. The age when you claim benefits, 
relative to your FRA, determines how 
much you’ll get. Claim before FRA and 
your benefit is reduced; claim after your 
FRA and your SS retirement benefit will 
be more (up to age 70 when maximum 
is reached); claim at your FRA and your 
benefit will equal your PIA – the full 
(100%) amount you’ve earned from a 
lifetime of working.  

Spouse benefits only come into play 
if the PIA for one of you is less than 
50% of the other’s PIA. In that case, the 
spouse with the lower PIA gets a “spou-
sal boost” to their own SS retirement 
benefit when claimed. 

The amount of the “spousal boost” 
will be the difference between the low-
er PIA and half of the higher PIA, but 
the amount of the “spousal boost” (as 
well as the person’s own SS retirement 
amount) will be reduced if benefits are 
claimed before full retirement age. Any 
time SS benefits are claimed before full 
retirement age, those benefits are perma-
nently reduced.  

If one spouse is entitled to a “spou-
sal boost” from the other, the spousal 
amount will reach maximum at the re-
cipient’s full retirement age. Thus, if the 
lower earning partner’s highest bene-
fit will be as a spouse, then that spouse 
should not wait beyond their FRA to 
claim. If, instead, the lower earning part-
ner’s own SS benefit at age 70 is more 
than their spousal amount, waiting lon-
ger than FRA to claim could be prudent, 
depending on life expectancy.  

So, as you can see, deciding when 
to claim Social Security benefits should 
consider many things, including finan-
cial need, work status if claiming before 
FRA, marital status and life expectancy. 
But it is your lifetime earnings which 
determines your SS retirement benefit 
amount, and it is how your FRA entitle-
ments compare to each other that deter-
mines whether spousal benefits will be 
paid.

The Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended 
for information purposes and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security Association  
To submit a question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

Letters to 
the editor 
policy

Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500-
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author-
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., 
Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com

The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon.

Election letters 
to the editor 

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to journalregister@turley.com. Please 
include a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register.

HAMILTON ON
FOREIGN POLICY

Kissinger left 
complex foreign 
policy legacy

By Lee H. Hamilton

Possibly no one had more influence on 
American foreign policy in the late 20th centu-
ry than Henry Kissinger, who died last month 
at age 100. In his long and active career, he ad-
vised presidents, carried out policies and ini-
tiatives, and was a highly visible figure around 
the world.

While it’s early to pronounce judgment on 
his legacy, it’s clear that his impact is deeply 
mixed. His accomplishments were both posi-
tive and negative. He was respected and he was 
reviled.

Kissinger is the only person to have served 
as national security adviser and secretary of 
state at the same time, positions he held in the 
Nixon and Ford administrations. He was bril-
liant and secretive, and he wasn’t much focused 
on the human cost of his policies. 

He was interested in strategy, not values.
He showed little interest in democratic 

governance or transparency. A creature of the 
executive branch, he seemed to almost scorn 
the idea of three separate and coequal branches 
of government. 

You sometimes got the impression he had 
contempt for Congress.

I was not close to Kissinger, but our paths 
did cross on foreign policy matters. I served 
in Congress, and we approached policy from 
different perspectives. Coincidentally, we were 
both connected to the commission that investi-
gated the 9/11 attacks. 

Kissinger was the original pick to chair the 
group, and former Sen. George Mitchell was 
to be vice chair. Both stepped down because of 
perceived conflicts of interest. 

Former New Jersey Gov. Tom Kean 
chaired the 9/11 Commission, and I was vice 
chair. 

Kissinger’s view of the world, which he 
characterized as sober realism, may have been 
influenced by his background as a Jew who 
spent his childhood in Nazi Germany, before 
his family fled and settled in New York. He was 
a very talented man and, wherever he went, in 
academic, policy circles and government, he 
rose to power very quickly. 

In the 1970s, Kissinger was widely praised 
for his diplomatic work. When he was named 
secretary of state in 1973, a Gallup Poll found 
him to be the most respected man in the world.

He engineered President Richard Nixon’s 
historic visit to China in 1972, opening the 
door to improved U.S.-Chinese relations and 
ultimately reshaping the geopolitical map. He 
promoted détente with the Soviet Union, help-
ing to reduce Cold War tensions. 

In the Middle East, his tireless shuttle di-
plomacy improved relations between Israel 
and its neighbors. These were real accomplish-
ments.

Kissinger shared the 1973 Nobel Peace 
Prize for negotiating the agreement that ended 
the Vietnam War. His critics found that highly 
ironic. 

During the war, Kissinger orchestrated 
the U.S. bombing and invasion of Cambodia, 
which expanded the conflict and fueled a civil 
war that eventually brought the Khmer Rouge 
to power, resulting in up to three million deaths. 
The Cambodia disaster was Exhibit No. 1 for 
critics who accused Kissinger of war crimes, 
but he was also tied to a brutal military coup 
in Chile, Indonesia’s bloody invasion of East 
Timor, a violent civil war in East Pakistan and 
other foreign policy disasters.

Kissinger later had a lucrative career in 
consulting. He clearly enjoyed being a celeb-
rity, rubbing elbows with rich and powerful 
people and being photographed with glamor-
ous women. 

He became a great figure on the social cir-
cuit in Washington. Getting Kissinger to attend 
your dinner was a big achievement.

Henry Kissinger left quite a stamp on 
American foreign policy. He was a master of 
developing strategy and exercising power. 

But American greatness isn’t just about 
using force and gaining advantage. It also re-
lies on our faith in democratic governance and 
our belief in human rights and the dignity of 
all people. 

There’s a place for sober realism, but 
American foreign policy should be grounded 
in our values.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the 
Indiana University Center on Representative 
Government; a Distinguished Scholar at the IU 
Hamilton Lugar School of Global and Interna-
tional Studies; and a Professor of Practice at 
the IU O’Neill School of Public and Environ-
mental Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives for 34 years.
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Sandhill cranes

Rick Hendra of Oakham took this photo of sandhill 
cranes foraging in a field on Stone’s Road in Oakham. 

In his email, he wrote, “I took this picture this morn-
ing (Sunday, Dec. 17) about halfway up Stone Road. Their 
call was so loud it startled me from 50 yards away. And 
they were large, but oddly colored.”

The sandhill crane is a tall bird about 45 inches, gray 
colored with a dark red patch on the forehead and a black 
bill. They have staining of feathers on their back and tail 
caused by the iron rich soil on its beak when it preens 
feathers. The immature crane lacks the red patch and has 
an orange bill. It also may have more rust colored feathers 
on the back and tail. 

The sandhill crane summers on prairies and tundra 
and during winter feed on agricultural fields and roost in 
shallow water. For several years now, Hardwick had a pair 
of nesting sandhill cranes, who successfully raised chicks. 

The female lays one to three olive eggs with dark 
marks in a mound like nest of marsh plants, grasses and 
weeds either placed on the ground or shallow water. Court-
ship displays are seen during migration and involve grace-
ful jumps off the ground in a dancing manner. 

Many years ago, Richard Jankauskas, saw some in a 
field on South Street in Barre. He commented about a pair 
jumping up and down and dancing. 

Their voice is a low pitched “karoo, karoo, karoo.” 
Rick Hendra mentioned their call in his email printed 
above. 

Bird count 
A Brimfield resident, who visits ponds in Warren, 

Brimfield, Holland and Sturbridge with his wife listed 
birds seen on Dec. 8. They included 210 Canada geese, 93 
mallards, 70 hooded mergansers, three black ducks, two 
pied-billed grebes, one great blue heron, one bald eagle, 
two crows, one white-breasted nuthatch, two black-capped 
chickadees, three bluebirds, four house finches, one gold-
finch, six white-throated sparrows, six dark-eyed juncos 
and three cardinals.

He also emailed in late November, “I checked the 
ponds in Warren and there were 14 hooded 

mergansers very actively feeding and a very cold 
looking great blue heron that looked like it was not enjoy-
ing the 36 degree temperature.

Christmas bird count
For over 120 years the Audubon Society has been do-

ing a Christmas bird count and this year is no different. 
People can participate in an organized count or just do one 
on their own in their backyard. 

Decline in bird numbers
I received an email on Wednesday, Nov. 29 from a 

long time birder. He said, “[I] regularly feed them but have 
noticed a steep drop off of the number and type of birds 
since around September. Right now we have a loyal troop 
of blue jays and that’s about it. Usually we have copious 
amounts of starlings, chickadees, grackles, crows, titmice, 
cardinals, juncos, etc.”  

He said he asked many people about this phenomena 
and “they have noticed the same thing but can’t explain it 
either. We are all aware of some birds heading South but 
the sheer volume has dropped dramatically.”

People may report a bird sighting or bird related ex-
perience by calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving a mes-
sage at extension 100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Are spousal
benefits always a factor?

It’s so exciting to think about plan-
ning my vegetable garden; all kinds of 
possibilities await.  

Right after Christmas is usually when 
I get started.  There are less paper catalogs 
arriving in the mail lately, but it is still my 
preferred method of shopping.  

I like to peruse the pages, “starring” 
items and bending the corners of the pag-
es so that I know to come back and con-
sider whatever vegetable variety I think I 
must have.  It’s here in the early stages 
that I dream big.  

I save the tailoring to later, once I’ve 
inventoried my seed stash and know exactly 
what I need.  

But before I even get out the blue contain-
er that contains all of my seeds, I have some 
thinking to do. What did I have too much of 
last year? Too little? What consistently per-
forms well in my garden? What doesn’t do 
well?  Am I ready to simplify by paring back 
or do I like the challenge of a big garden?  

So many things to consider.
What did I have too much of?  Roasting 

peppers come to mind.  
I roasted and roasted and roasted some 

more. In between roasting I was giving them 
away.  

“Carmen” is grown specifically for that 
purpose, and last year I grew eight plants more 
than normal. Maybe I’ll cut back this year.  

My “Picnic” peppers did well, too. They 
were great to eat right from your hand, and in 
yellow, orange and red, they certainly made 

my husband’s salads colorful.  
I was pretty well spot on with 12 total 

plants.  
Sadly, I struggled with tomatoes last year. 

I didn’t have anywhere near enough!  
This was the year that the girls grew to 

love my roasted tomato sauce, too. I couldn’t 
make very much of it because the tomatoes pe-
tered out early.  

Oddly enough, I enjoyed tomatoes that 
self-sowed in different spots of my yard much 
later into the season. It gave me an idea that I 
ought to make a couple of indoor sowings. One 
the third week of March as always, and maybe 
another two weeks later.  

Regardless, now that the sauce is a hit, I’m 
going to increase the number of transplants I 
grow, and definitely improve the soil where the 
tomatoes are planted.  Something that prob-
ably went unthought of is that the buckets of 
rain we had last summer likely leached nitro-
gen from the soil. 

I had best remember to fertilize at 
planting then supplement after the first 
month or so.

Another area where low nitrogen 
may have been a factor is with my win-
ter squash. My harvest wasn’t just disap-
pointing, it was embarrassing!  

The Garden Lady better figure this 
one out, especially with the squash habit 
she has. Soups, breads, lasagna, and more 
all require that amazing orange flesh; and 
if you don’t grow your own it can certain-
ly get expensive. 

I definitely want to grow butternuts 
in abundance again.

On the flip side, I didn’t need as many 
cabbage or broccoli plants. The sauerkraut is 
taking up lots of space in the fridge, but hasn’t 
made its way into our bellies for some reason, 
and as far as broccoli goes, I just can’t seem to 
freeze it in a way that is palatable.  

Someone told me to give up blanching it. 
Just cut it up and throw it in bags in the freezer.  
After all, it worked well for kale, and they are 
cousins, right? 

I tried a stalk that way, then thawed it out 
and ate it the next day. I thought it worked 
great, so I froze the rest of my harvest that way.  

A month or so later I steamed some up and 
it was the most inedible thing that ever popped 
out of my freezer. Silly me, if this was the pre-
ferred preservation method it would have been 
touted as such long before I hit the gardening 
scene. 

Pre-planning this year’s vegetable garden

IN THE GARDEN   ❙   page 5



December 28, 2023    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTER PAGE 5

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693
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Attention all 
businesses 
in Palmer,
Monson, 

Brimfield, 
Holland
& Wales

EDITION

We’re promoting the history of local 
businesses in our

to be published in the
Journal Register

All local businesses are invited to showcase 
themselves to our readers – ads will run in order 

from the oldest to most recently established.

CALL DAN FLYNN
OFFICE 413.967.3505
CELL 413.297.5886

AD DEADLINE:  

FEBRUARY 7, 2024

Whether its been 100 years,
50 years or just 5 years,

your business is a vital part
of our community.

Don’t miss out on this special issue.

★ AD CHOICES ★

3”x 3” ad  $75  
3”x 5” ad  $110
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Maybe I should grow three or four different vari-
eties of broccoli with different days to harvest, so that 
the majority of the harvest can be enjoyed fresh over a 
longer period.  

I always analyze if my vegetable garden is too big 
for my lifestyle these days. I really don’t want to pare 
back because it is important that I grow a good amount 
of our family’s food.  

What I have to accept is that it may become a jun-
gle. I will keep up until I can’t anymore.  Someday there 
will be time for more order, but these are not the days, 
at least for me, and that’s okay.

As you begin planning this year’s garden there are 
a lot of things to consider. But maybe for now, make a 
lot of “stars” and bend those corners.  

Enjoy dreaming! Reality doesn’t really have to 
play a part until the order 
is placed.  

Roberta McQuaid 
graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agri-
culture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the po-
sition of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it 
to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Ques-
tion” in the subject line.  

parts so it’s definitely great to see it all come together 
and everyone working as a group.”

Palmer Schools Director of Special Education 
Colleen Culligan led a parade of students through Old 
Mill Pond School to the bus for the Special Olympics. 

“We have a proud tradition of going to the Special 
Olympics,” said Culligan. “We have had this collabo-
ration with Monson for many years. I have never been 
in a district so welcoming of our high needs students 
in the challenges they demonstrate.”

She added they are “so proud of all the students 
and what they’ve achieved.”

Bidus said most of the event volunteers are other 
high school students and the district appreciates that 
the event offers students “a lot of different leadership 
opportunities.”

“We love to see the environment, the energy and 
just the inclusiveness of the day,” said Bidus. 

Clarke shared one of her favorite aspects of the 
Special Olympics is the bonds that athletes form with 
one another. 

“The support they give each other is just so 
heart-warming,” said Clarke. 

Holly-Beth Riopel
named OMP principal 

PALMER – After consulting with a board of Old 
Mill Pond teacher representatives and parents within 
the community, the PHS School Committee announced 
the promotion of Interim Principal Holly-Beth Riopel 
to OMP Principal during the May 17, 2023 meeting.

Riopel received a round of applause from stu-
dents, parents and teachers upon announcement.

Director of Student Services, Colleen Culligan 
said the process for selecting the new principal was 
extensive and contained no biases. 

“We really appreciated the input of the repre-
sentative panel,” said Culligan. “It was made up of a 
cross-section of teachers from several grade levels and 
it also included members of the PTO.”

Riopel has served under several leadership posi-
tions within the Palmer School system including As-
sistant Principal of OMP prior to serving as interim 
principal.

“She has managed curriculum, team meetings, in-
structional lead facilitation, budget development and 
strategic planning,” said Culligan. “Holly has success-
fully lead her current school community through a sig-
nificant period of comprehensive change.”

Riopel said she is “beyond honored and excit-
ed for this opportunity,” and “can’t thank everyone 
enough.” 

JUNE 2023

GRADUATION
TIME

Monson High graduation 
ceremony held

at Granite Valley
MONSON – The graduation ceremony for Mon-

son High School’s senior class of 2023 was held in 
the Granite Valley School auditorium to avoid the rain.

The superintendent of Monson schools, Dr. Cher-
yl Clarke, led the ceremony.

“You began high school in 2019, you were so 
inflated for what was ahead,” said Clarke. “However, 
just a few months later, your freshman year was rudely 
interrupted by a March Madness like no other.”

Clarke praised the students’ resilience and abili-
ty to adapt to the changing situations of the last few 
years.

Domenick Romeo, in his speech as valedictorian, 
spoke of the ways that his classmates’ flaws made each 
of them unique, and encouraged the class of 2023’s 
futures.

“There’s a chance most of us will never see each 
other again. For some, that’s horrible news; for some, 
great news,” said Romeo, to laughs from the audience.

Maddie Milne, in her speech to the Class of 2023, 
talked about the importance of change.

“When I was a freshman, change scared me to 
death,” Milne said. “I felt that everything had to stay 
the same, and all would be good. That my 10-people 
friend group would last until the end of high school, 
that I would never receive a bad grade in my life, and 
I would simply never change, and that’s how I wanted 
it to be.”

“But these last few years of high school, I’ve 
learned that change makes the world a better place,” 
Milne said.

Palmer High Seniors sing
“The Climb” for graduation

PALMER – Graduating seniors from Palmer High 
School were treated to sunny skies and a huge crowd 
during their graduation ceremony.

Principal Susan North led the ceremony, giving 
each graduating senior a hug as they received their di-
ploma. Interim Superintendent Colleen Culligan quot-
ed poet Mary Oliver by asking, “What is it you wish to 
do with your one wild and precious life?”

“There are indeed many things that society prom-
ises,” Culligan said, “But I want to tell you today, on 
this very special occasion, that what you are looking 
for is already inside of you.”

“If you plant seeds and do something good, you 
will see the fruits of that further on,” Culligan said.

Gwen Duggan, in her speech as Salutatorian, said, 
“If there’s one story or book you have to write, it’s 
yours. You are the author of your own story.”

Duggan’s speech quoted the Scorpions, saying, 
“If you know where you come from, you know where 
you’re going. Just because you’re a child of your time, 
you back down for no one. Just be true to yourself, it’s 
your life.”

Evan Hershowitz, in his Valedictorian speech, 
told of how he was crowned the Meatloaf King during 
a trip to Iceland, relating his perseverance to eat ten 
slices of lamb to facing challenges to meet one’s goals.

“We all have challenges that face us on a daily ba-
sis,” Hershowitz said, “Whether it be something small, 
or even something like eating a frankly unholy amount 
of meat loaf in one sitting.”

“We may not want to, or feel strong enough, to 
pick up that fork and eat that last piece of (metaphor-
ical) butter-soaked meat loaf, but I promise you, after 
you overcome whatever it may be, you will feel that 
much better,” Hershowitz said.

Chris Beaudry conducted the school band in what 
is expected to be his final graduation ceremony, as he 
is retiring this year. Along with the school song and 
the national anthem, the band played “The Climb” by 
Miley Cyrus, with the senior class of 2023 coming to-
gether to provide the vocals.

Weather cooperates for
Pathfinder graduation

PALMER – Pathfinder Technical Vocational 
School’s class of 2023 celebrated their graduation last 
Saturday, after moving the outdoor ceremony from 
Friday due to the weather.

Superintendent Eric Duda led the ceremony, 
where the class was praised for their resilience, hav-
ing been attending high school at the height of the 
COVID-19 lockdown and having to adapt to changes 
in how the school is run, such as remote learning and 
masking.

“We, as a class and as a community, have strug-
gled,” said Laura Hastings in her Valedictorian speech, 

“Especially these last few years, with almost every 
other moment in some way shaking our society.”

Hastings pointed out that this is the last class to 
have attended Pathfinder prior to the pandemic, “But 
we the Class of 2023 made it here, standing before you 
all, stronger and wiser, some wounded, but not bro-
ken,” Hastings said.

Salutatorian Emily Gosselin talked about the anx-
ieties surrounding choosing a path after high school in 
her speech. “I find one fact very important; you don’t 
have to commit to your choice. You may pick a path to 
pursue, and realize years down the line that you don’t 
enjoy it, or prefer another path.”

Class President Stephanie Kozlik asked her class-
mates for their favorite memories from their time at 
Pathfinder.

“The most popular one was ‘meeting my second 
family in my shop,’” said Kozlik, “and with that I hope 
all of you continue to keep these memories and friend-
ships for life no matter where it takes you.”

Julie Quink, the Committee Chairperson, repre-
senting the town of Hardwick, opened her speech by 
saying, “I think the weather challenges that we have 
all likely been following closely in anticipation of to-
day’s ceremony has perhaps been the cap on a very 
challenging four years in your academic and personal 
lives.”

“No meaningful journey is easy,” Quink contin-
ued, “You’ve existed in a world of uncertainty over 
the last few years, and an uneasy world filled with 
happiness and sadness, great triumphs, and successes, 
and heartbreaks – and here you all are, stronger, more 
resilient, and prepared to continue your journey onto 
the next step.”

“The past four years have been quite the ride, to 
say the least, from a seemingly normal freshman year 
to the COVID disruption in the middle,” said Duda. “It 
has been quite the adventure for each of you.”

“Over the past four years, you have each decided, 
when faced with challenges and unknowns, to perse-
vere, rise above, and to do what was needed to adapt,” 
Duda said.

JULY 2023 
Pathfinder announces Brenda 

Turner as interim principal 
PALMER – Pathfinder Regional Technical Vo-

cational High School district announced alumna and 
long time staff member Brenda Turner as the district’s 
interim principal this past July. 

“Working in this building in any capacity is just 
heaven to me,” said Turner. “I’m a graduate as well 
so I feel like my connection and commitment to this 
building is at the highest level.”

She said her high school experience was “phe-
nomenal,” and “to give back to an environment that 
gave so much to (her),” is something she “really trea-
sures.”

PRVTH Superintendent Eric Duda described 
Turner as “a tireless advocate for kids.”

He added he admires her for her leadership style 
and ability to inspire students.

“Her vast background in mental health as a coun-
selor, Director of guidance and her most recent posi-
tion are ideal experiences and attributes of a princi-
pal,” said Duda.

Turner said her experience working at the Juve-
nile Courthouse in Springfield heavily influenced her 
decision to pursue guidance counseling. 

“What I got to see day in and day out were fami-
lies and young people coming in and out of the court-
room with a myriad of issues going on,” said Turner. 

“I would see children come in; six, seven, eight 
years old and want nothing more than a family to love 
them… and then, five minutes later, a teenager would 
come through who wanted nothing to do with any of 
the adults in their life.”

Turner said the experience made her want to fig-
ure out how that change could happen and if there was 
anything she could do to “help that young person pro-
cess through the struggles of life.”

Turner worked in the Guidance Office as a coun-
selor and administrator. 

“Once you’re a counselor, you’re kind of always a 
counselor,” said Turner. “It’s kind of hard not to wear 
that hat and bring some of that skillset to everything 
that you do.”

“Even as a principal, it’s a very different role (and) 
my duties will be different, it’s still going to be very 
person-centered because that’s just how I operate.”

AUGUST 2023

Remembering David Peritz, 
special education teacher

with a lasting impact 
PALMER – With his love for friends, family and 

the simple things in life, David Peritz leaves a lasting 
impact on the Palmer community. 

A beloved family man and special education 
teacher of over 20 years, Peritz, 50, was an advocate 
for the underdog. 

“He was a very unique person… A very respected 
and loved teacher,” Palmer High School Principal Sue 
North, a colleague, said. 

North said Peritz “was always there to support 
students and help them achieve greatness.”

Peritz was known affectionately as “Dooey” and 
“Doo.” 

“Dave really wasn’t a stranger to anybody… He 
made friends with everybody,” said Ivy Peritz-Smith, 
his sister. 

Peritz was involved with the Special Olympics 
and valued teaching students life skills.

When remembering her father, Dave’s daughter, 
Morgan Peritz, said “living life to the fullest and really 
doing everything you want to do,” is what she thinks 
of. 

IN THE GARDEN  ❙  from page 4
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PHS Drama Club is ‘IN’ again 
presents “You’re a Good Man, 

Charlie Brown”

Snoopy bursts from a swarm of Woodstocks as part of 
Rylee Santiago’s solo.

Maddy Rathbone as Schroeder and July Delaney as 
Lucy.

The cast (from left) Jonas Toutant, Grace Stafford, Juli 
Delaney, Adeline Leissner, Rylee Santiago, Maddy Rath-
bone, and July Delaney.

Pathfinder recognizes First 
Class of Evening Students

The plumbing cohort, (from left) Program Coordinator 
Lindsey Tracy, Aidan Thompson, Instructor Randy Dim-
itropolis, Jacob Pont, Pedro Esteves, Victor Figueroa, 
Colby Genest, Luis Morales, Elizabeth Sullivan, and 
Instructor Steven Lopes.

Dedicated staff makes Kids 
Corner a great place

Turley photo by Marcelo Gusmao

The Kids’ Corner staff “love(s) each other like fam-
ily,” said Samantha Herring. (Back row) Ali, Derrick, 
Julia, Cathy Les, Samantha, Francesca, Megan, Lainey, 
Jessica, Heather (Front row) Vinnie, Alannah, Stephen, 
Emma, and Kylie.

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Old Mill Pond Elementary School Assistant Principal 
Penny Manteria and Principal Holly-Beth Riopel smile 
while spending time with students at the park. 

OMP principals meet students, 
families

OMP welcome students back

William Brown III is ready to return to class. 

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Fallon Lynch is shown washing a red car to raise funds 
for the school soccer program. 

PHS Girls Soccer host annual 
Car Wash

PHS enrich student’s
life-long skills

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Special Education teacher Paul Holloway aids student 
Andy Robare in determining where the address should 
be written on the newspaper before delivery. 

Girls on the Run 

Granite Valley Girls on the Run team shown from left to 
right are Kylie Coursey-Scotton, Coach Sarah Casmiro, 
Aubrielle Samkin, Maddie Strom, Lailani Bedward, Anna 
Almeida, Fiona McManus, Coach Alyssa Darling, Coach 
Jessica Scoville, Ariana Esposito, Maddi Donovan, So-
phie Kaminski, Ashlee Kozdronkiewicz, Coach Megan 
Clifford and Emily Ostrander Rylee Sherman. Front 
row from left to right are Audrey Caswell, and Kailyn 
Graves-Harrison. 

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of NEW YEAR’S

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

There will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS & ADVERTISING DEADLINE
Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Dec. 28 Noon

$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$54999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699$54999$109999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$74999

$49999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 9am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

SAMSUNG
WASHER 

MAYTAG 
DRYER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$69999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$43999

WAS $599.99

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

TV DEALS
$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$32999$24999

CHRISTMAS SALE!
GIANT TOY DEPT!

G.E. OVER-THE-
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$19999

LG TOP
FREEZER

$69999
WAS $899.99

18 CU. FT.

BIKES HUGE
SELECTION!

INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING

SLEDS • TOBOGGANS
ICE SKATES • TUBES

TOY
CLEARANCE!

GREAT  
GIFT  IDEAS! 

OPEN:
Dec. 22, 9am-10pm
Dec. 23, 8am-10pm
Dec. 24, 9am-7pm

50” Vizio ............. $259.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $329.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $699.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $999.99
(Regularly $1599.99)

End of the year sale! New Year’s
10am-7pm

SNOWBLOWERSSMART TV SALE
32” Smart TV $12999

65” High Resolution
     Smart TV $39999

70” High Resolution   
     Smart TV $39999

“He was always encouraging and always gave the 
best advice,” Morgan Peritz said.

Peritz is remembered by many for his positivity, 
free-spirit and love of the outdoors.

“We would go camping a lot,” said Morgan Peritz.
Peritz long-term partner, Hodgdon, remembers 

him as “always smiling, telling jokes and being a great 
dad.”

Peritz-Smith said the four siblings Bob, Ivy, Da-
vid and Holly, would camp at Mount Greylock every 
summer.

A special memory Peritz-Smith cherishes was a 
moment in 2021 when all four siblings hiked to the top 
and met their parents Pat and Bob Peritz Sr. 

The six of them talked and enjoyed sharing each 
other’s company.

“Certain days and memories you don’t realize how 
special they are until after… We knew how special it 
was in that moment,” said Peritz-Smith.

In light of Peritz’s free-spirit motto, those who 
knew Dave or the family are sharing “#DolifelikeDoo,” 
on social media and signs around town to honor Dave.

#DolifelikeDoo

AUGUST 2023

High school’s new
principal excited for

upcoming school year
MONSON (Aug. 8, 2023) – The high school’s new 

principal, Art Murphy, aims to keep it “R-E-A-L” in the 
upcoming school year, with an emphasis on “Respect, 
Empathy, Accountability, and Leadership.”

“That was started in the seventh and eighth grade 
last year, but brought to nine through 12,” Murphy ex-
plained.

Murphy is no stranger to small communities, com-
paring Monson to his current town, Rutland, describing 
it as “a small, prideful community.” He described vis-
iting the school while class was still in session, which 

wgave him the opportunity to meet students and staff in 
person.

“I was actually a finalist in another district,” Mur-
phy said, “and after meeting the kids and talking with 
them, and meeting their families, I just dropped from 
the other position, because [Monson] just seemed like a 
place that I wanted to be.”

Murphy originally went from teaching to adminis-
tration at the recommendation of a mentor, so that he 
could get to know the students better and make a bigger 
impact on the school.

“Teachers are our biggest asset. I think teachers 
need to feel respected and need to feel that they have a 
voice,” Murphy said. “What I miss most about teaching 
is having that time with students in a classroom. You’re 
literally doing the best work you can to get them to 
where they need to be academically and socially.”

Murphy had nothing but praise for the school sys-
tem and the process of coming into the district, speaking 
highly of the School Committee and the staff that have 
been helping him to acclimate to the school.

“Listening, having tough conversations when need-
ed, facilitating conversations between people who might 
have a hard time doing that, being visible, letting people 
know that I’m here, and building trust with the commu-
nity,” Murphy cited as the qualities he wants to exude 
as a leader.

SEPTEMBER 2023
 

Board rescinds vote to
demolish Town Hall Annex
MONSON – After weeks of ongoing discussion, 

the Select Board motioned to rescind its September 12th 
votes to demolish the Town Hall Annex. 

The board’s decision to the vote comes weeks af-
ter community uproar regarding the initial decision to 

demolish the “House of Art,” during the construction 
process for renovating the town Fire Station. 

During the initial vote, Fire Chief Brian Harris 
requested that the board allow the Fire Department to 
temporarily use the Town Hall Annex during the station 
renovation project as it would save $200,000 from the 
project’s cost.

Harris said the use would have eliminated costs 
for temporary housing units including water, sewer and 
HVAC hookups.He also requested the demolition upon 
completion of the project as it was suggested in 1978.

Building Commissioner Justin Larivee said bring-
ing the Town Hall Annex up to code would cost approx-
imately $300,000. 

During the Sept. 26th meeting, the Art Council was 
joined by more than 30 supporters as they went before 
the board asking they rescind the vote, which was de-
nied. 

“I noticed the Arts Council was devastated when 
they left the room on September 26th,” said Select 
Board Vice-Chair John Morrell.

2023  ❙  from page 5
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Photo submitted by Amy Herring

Students from Palmer schools were photographed at the high school after Principal Susan North announced the 
winners of the John & Abigail Adams Scholarship at the Dec. 14 school committee meeting.

John & Abigail Adams Scholarship winners Monson Mustangs
cheerleaders win first

place in regionals

A group shot of the Monson Mustang cheerleaders 
after winning first place in the regional competition.

Courtesy photos

The Mustangs show off one of their routines.

PHS Golf Coach Greg Koss and Ethan Beauchemin pose 
with the banner that showcases Ethans’ school record 
on the golf team.

Students recognized
for athletic,

academic achievements

Pathfinder students win
regional cosmetic contest

Pathfinder Tech students (from left) Shayla Orodi, Giana 
Santana, and Xavier Lagimoniere each won prizes for 
their cosmetics.

Staff photos by Marcelo Gusmao

Paul Holloway, Special Education teacher from Palmer 
High School, encouraged students during the running 
jump.

Blue skies shine
on Special Olympics

Granite Valley School
chess club attracts
over 70 members

Turley Publications photos by Rebecca Wehner

Liam Atkins and Jacob Morgan pondering the board.

Standing Room Only
at Pathfinder’s Plant Sale

Horticulture students (from left) Jack Mahan, Bryant 
Bressette, Nicholas Pfister, Anthony Clark, and Jacob 
Longo, pictured in the greenhouse. Horticulture stu-
dents (from left) Jack Mahan, Bryant Bressette, Nicho-
las Pfister, Anthony Clark, and Jacob Longo, pictured in 
the greenhouse.

Submitted Photo

Pathfinder Senior Jenna Matthews snuggled a baby 
goat.

Cuddle Therapy for mental 
health at Pathfinder

The Signs Say It All

Submitted photos

OMP 5th grade students part of their grad ceremony 
holding up “goodbye OMP we will miss you” signs.

Student Elizz Cobbins is shown laughing as she puts a 
plate of Cool Whip in Kerry Lynch’s face.

Old Mill Pond
students pie the principals

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

413-636-5819

ROBIN 
DANE

Cutting and 
Styling

1005 Central St., Palmer, MA

Color & Cut $72 
in a quiet and private atmosphere

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9022

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

“Monson is a special place where we all know each 
other and live together. I don’t want this to come be-
tween us as we move forward.”

Board member Peter Warren said when he cast his 
vote he “looked at this from a financial standpoint with 
a real focus on taxpayers,” as residents had previously 
shared their concerns that “taxes were too high,” al-
ready.

After receiving emails, phone calls and text mes-
sages from residents following the Sept. 12th vote, 
Warren said it became “abundantly clear (he) had made 
a mistake.”

Board Chair Patricia Oney said “people went into 
really thoughtful and heartfelt messages,” adding “it’s 
clear there are people in town and even in the region 
who feel how important art and culture is to the fabric 
of Monson.”

She said the board and the council are working to-
gether to acquire grant money for capital planning and 
improvements to the building as well as establishing a 
lease. 

OCTOBER 23

Palmer Public 
Library

bequeathed $3 
million fortune 

PALMER – When 
former Town Manager 
Ryan McNutt received a 
hand delivered packet of 
paperwork last year, he 
was shocked to discover 
it contained a will naming 
the Palmer Public Library 
as the recipient of a $3 mil-
lion estate. 

The late Thomas P. 

Budnick, a Ludlow native who died in 2022 left more 
than $3 million and several parcels of land to the Palm-
er Public Library. 

McNutt said Palmer Police Lt. Erin Sullivan hand 
delivered him the paperwork after he received notice 
of Budnick’s passing in his Holyoke apartment in May 
of 2022. 

McNutt was named the representative of the estate 
in April 2023. 

According to Library Director Stephanie Maher, 
Budnick was “somewhat of a regular,” many years ago 
but gradually stopped going to the library. 

She said he often called to ask for reference help, 
do research in the library and would half-jokingly tell 
the library staff he planned to leave them in his will. 

“He claimed to own a stake on the moon,” said 
Maher. She added the staff would joke and say “if he 
leaves us in his will, we’ll have a piece of the moon.”

According to Maher, Budnick had actually left a 
copy of his will while a different director was in charge, 
though “no one was pinning their hopes on dreams,” on 
anything. 

“The will didn’t look very official,” said Maher.”-
Clearly, he had done it himself.”

McNutt  said the first check was cut in Septem-
ber for $3,032,276.48 and additional checks have since 
been received amounting to a total of $3,063,598.51.

“We’re not done yet,” said McNutt. “He owned a 
bunch of land around Cape Cod.”

NOVEMBER 2023
Peterson scores pair for 

Mustangs in Western Mass 
Championship win 

MONSON – Over the past decade, Monsoon High 
School girls soccer has overcome any turnover it had 

contended with and has been a perennial powerhouse 
to deal with each year. 

This past November, MHS girls soccer coach Eric 
Degnan was able to raise that championship arm in the 
air once more as Monoson defeated Mt. Greylock 4-0, 
capturing the Western Mass C Championship.

“The girls are a very special group,” said Degnan. 
“They work hard and they practice hard.”

With the state tournament looming, Degnan shared 
how well-composed his team was in handling missed 
calls and continuing to play their game despite some 
fouls committed by Mt. Greylock. 

“Many of the girls have played in a number of big 
games in the past few years,” said Degnan. “They know 
what they are doing and how to handle themselves.”

Addie Peterson had a big game for the Mustangs, 
with two of Monson goals. 

Goalie Emily Provost picked up another shutdown. 
With the championship win, Monson’s record is 

18-01. 

DECEMBER 2023
Interim Town Manager

shares experience about first 
days on the job

PALMER – Earlier this month, Robert Reed 
stepped into his position as interim Town Manager, 
superseding former Town Manager Ryan McNutt and 
interim manager Police Chief Christopher Burns. 

“It’s always going to be busy,” said Reed. “There 
will be a certain amount of time where you’re just 
catching up and trying to find out what the issues are.”

Reed said his priority is to ensure the town does 
not miss any deadlines or projects and to learn about 
the town’s needs throughTown Council meetings. 

Reeds has experience serving as town administra-
tor in several other communities, including Leicster. 

“I just enjoy the work,” said Reed.”I find the work 
challenging.”

He said he finds serving as an interim town man-
ager very rewarding, adding that communities seem 
to value town employees as “that’s where the work is 
done.”
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Seniors celebrate with
masquerade party

The mysterious masked party guests of the New Year’s 
Eve party at the Palmer Senior Center.

The red, white and blue flying 
high at Palmer Senior Center

Pictured here are (State Senator Jake  Oliveira, Mar-
lene Johnson, Executive Director; Cindy Jasak, Out-
reach Coordinator; Lisa Jacques, Program Coordinator 
and State Representative Todd Smola.

Turley photo by Marcelo Gusmao

Sara Menard brought her daughters, Lily, age 8, Autumn, 
age 7, and Violet, age 4.

Mini-Golf kicks off Summer 
Reading Program

Palmer Public Library hosts 
summer scavenger hunt

Ethan, Nolan, Julian and Tiffany Martinez are shown 
standing in front of the fish tank before  participating 
in the scavenger hunt.

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Shown are students Molly Mushenko and Calli Allen 
swimming in the Quarry Hill School pool during a Sum-
mer Fun program.

Brimfield Old Home Days,
family fun for everyone

Submitted photo 

Old Coots ready to give advice at last year’s celebration.

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Teen Library Coordinator Sarah Thomas smiles as a rat 
climbs on her shoulder. 

Reading with rats
Monson hosts interactive 
summer reading program

Sisters Alanna and Adaline from Monson built paper 
lanterns.

Crafternoon
at the Monson Library

Monson Parks and Rec. 
launches Summer Swim Camp 

for kids

Fun and laughs at
Senior Center Picnic

Picnic attendees enjoyed the music and got out on the 
dance floor.

Holiday gatherings are starting up, which means it’s time to prevent the spread of germs by getting vaccinated! 
The Flu and Covid vaccines are safe and eective for ages six months and older, and can help protect you from serious illness. 

Healthy Quaboag is here to remind you to take care of yourself and those around you by getting vaccinated ahead of the holiday season, because YOU MATTER! 
Find vaccines near you at www.healthyquaboag.org/rural-vaccine-equality-initiative-rvei/

Go to www.healthyquaboag.org to find vaccines near you.
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This holiday season, protect yourself and
your loved ones from COVID & the FLU!

Holiday gatherings are starting up, which means it’s time to prevent the spread of germs by getting vaccinated! 
The Flu and Covid vaccines are safe and eective for ages six months and older, and can help protect you from serious illness. 

Healthy Quaboag is here to remind you to take care of yourself and those around you by getting vaccinated ahead of the holiday season, because YOU MATTER! 
Find vaccines near you at www.healthyquaboag.org/rural-vaccine-equality-initiative-rvei/

Go to www.healthyquaboag.org to find vaccines near you.

TOWNS SERVED BY HEALTHY QUABOAG:
Barre | Belchertown | Brimfield | Brookfield | East Brookfield | Hardwick | Holland | Ludlow | Monson 
New Braintree | North Brookfield | Palmer | Spencer | Wales | Ware | Warren | West Brookfield | Wilbraham LEARN MOREfacebook.com/healthyquaboag

This holiday season, protect yourself and
your loved ones from COVID & the FLU!

“I think it’s important that people, whether it’s 
through the budget process or whether it’s on a day-to-
day basis, feel that they’re valued,” said Reed. 

He told the Town Council he wants to make sure 
town employees know they can talk to him, and his 
management style relies on open communication. 

“I try to be flexible, whether it’s a citizen or a busi-
ness, or what have you,” said Reed.

He added that he expects to be involved in the hir-
ing of the next town manager over the next few months. 

“The Town Council has hired Community Para-
digm, I’ve worked with them before,” said Reed. “I will 
try to link up with them and see what I can do to assist 
and to to move the process along.

“To varying degrees, this has been my responsibili-
ty (as interim town manager,) so I will be giving them a 
call to coordinate that.”

2023  ❙  from page 7
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MONSON – Last Monday evening, the 
Monson High School boys basketball team got 
off to a tough start. Despite a valiant comeback, 
the Mustangs were unable to come all the way 

to a tie, falling 74-71 at Southwick Regional 
School. In the defeat, Jake Beaupre had a huge 
performance with 26 points. Trey Dillahunt also 
had a big game with 22 points. Colin Beaupre 

added 10 points in the loss. Monson is 4-2 head-
ing into 2024.

Trey Dillahunt makes a pass on the run.Colin Beaupre makes his way down the court.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Jake Beaupre takes a drive to the hoop.
Austin Meacham fakes before heading into the paint.

Mustangs can’t complete comeback

Amherst hockey perfect to start season

AMHERST – Last Monday night, Amherst 
hockey welcomed Chicopee to Orr Rink on the 
campus of Amherst College. The Hurricanes got 
a great offensive effort in a 6-1 win to improve 

to 4-0 for the season. Jack Dyjack had two goals 
and Benjamin Remensnyder also added a pair of 
goals. Pathfinder’s Ethan Nompleggi had a pair 
of assists in the matchup. Amherst has vacation 

week matchups with Taconic and on Saturday, 
Dec. 30 against Agawam at Olympia Ice Center 
at 6:30 p.m.

Liam Flynn looks to flick the puck up the ice. Ethan Nompleggi sends a backhand pass away.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 

Sawyer Ferro makes his way up the ice. Josh Goodhind chases down the puck.

Rams hand Panthers 
first loss of season

ICE HOCKEY

Dylan Doherty takes the open shot 
in the paint.

Andrew Menard comes with the 
rebound.

Angel Torres reaches out to get the tip on the hoop.

PALMER – Last 
Thursday night, Palm-
er boys basketball suf-
fered its first loss of the 
season, falling 53-41 
to Granby. Palmer fal-
tered late in the match-
up, limited to just nine 
points in the fourth 
quarter while Granby 
score 16 to pull away. 
Palmer got 11 points 
from Taydem Haley. 
Dylan Doherty score 
nine points. Palmer is 
3-1 and has a rare boys 
basketball matchup at 
Pathfinder on Thurs-
day, Dec. 28 at 7 p.m.

Taydem Haley crosses 
midcourt.

Gavin Smola 
goes for the 
put-back.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com
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Jake Beaupre
Monson

Beaupre had a big perfor-
mance in a close game with 
Southwick last week, scoring 
26 points to lead the Mus-
tangs.
To nominate someone for Athlete 
of the Week, contact Managing 
Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibel-
li at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or 
send an e-mail to gscibelli@tur-
ley.com.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FISKDALE — In the middle of 
the 2022-23 regular season, the Tan-
tasqua girls’ varsity basketball team 
made the trek west on the Mass. 
Pike to Chicopee Comp’s Herbert 
H. Curry Gymnasium where they 
lost a heartbreaker in overtime. 

When the two squads battled 
each other in the Tantasqua Region-
al Fieldhouse on Dec. 22, the out-
come of the non-league contest was 
once again decided in overtime.   

This time, it was the Lady War-
riors players doing the celebrating 
following a thrilling 67-64 victory 
over the Lady Colts.      

“This is our best win so far this 
season,” said Tantasqua head coach 
Andrew Haley. “We lost to them on 
a buzzer beater in overtime at their 
place last year. Tonight’s game was 
very similar, but it ended up in our 
favor. They’re a very good basket-
ball team and we had this game 
circled on our schedule since the be-
ginning of the season.”

The home victory improved 

Tantasqua’s overall record to 4-1. It 
was also the Lady Warriors’ second 
win of the season against a Western 
Mass. opponent. They posted a 57-
35 win at Holyoke High School in 
the season opener. They were sched-
uled to play at Minnechaug Region-
al on Wednesday afternoon and will 
be hosting Longmeadow at the end 
of the regular season.

The trio of senior point guard 
Gabby Scanlon (20 points), soph-
omore center Sophie Webb (20 
points), and junior forward Maya 
Gidopoulus (17 points) combined 
to score 57 of Tantasqua’s 67 points. 

“Those three players are capa-
ble of scoring from anywhere on the 
court,” Haley added. “Sophie is a 
very good young basketball player. 
She plays inside and outside. Maya 
made a couple of big shots, which 
kept us in tonight’s game. Gabby is 
one of our leaders. They really don’t 
care who scores the points.”     

Scanlon, who’s a tri-captain, 
along with senior’s Riley West (2 
points), and Nicki Vejack (4 Points), 
scored 13 of her points before half-
time.

Webb and Gidopoulus picked 
up the scoring slack in the second 
half with 15 points apiece.   

“We really wanted to win to-
night’s game more than anything,” 
said Gidopoulus, who made a cou-
ple of huge 3-pointers late in the 
fourth quarter and during the four 
minute overtime period. “We lost to 
them in overtime last year and it just 
feels great to beat them. We’re hop-
ing to qualify for the Division 3 state 
tournament again.”  

It was the first time that Chi-
copee Comp (3-2) played a regular 
season game at the Fieldhouse. 

“Even though we didn’t come 
out on top, it was still a cool experi-
ence getting an opportunity to play a 
game here,” said Comp head coach 
Tony Couture. “We did make a cou-
ple of big shots in the fourth quarter, 
which pushed the game into over-
time. Then they made a few more 
shots than we did in overtime.”    

Tantasqua is the only team from 
outside of Western Mass. listed on 
the Chicopee Comp’s regular season 
schedule. 

The Lady Colts four double fig-

ure scorers were junior guard Taryn 
Carriveau (20 points), junior guard 
Kaitlyn Gilhooly (15 points), senior 
forward Alyssa Caney (12 points), 
and junior guard Eliza Burger (11 
points). 

Carriveau scored 24 points in 
last year’s contest, including the 
game-winner at the buzzer in over-
time. 

In this year’s meeting, Car-
riveau made two free throws with 
7.8 seconds remaining in regulation, 
which sent the game into the extra 
session tied at 57-57. 

The Lady Colts took a 60-58 
lead with 2:45 remaining in OT fol-
lowing a Caney steal and fast-break 
lay-up.    The Lady Warriors scored 
the next seven points. 

West began the run with an in-
side hoop. Webb hit a pull-up jump-
er from the right side of the key and

a 3-pointer from the left corner 
by Gidopoulus increased Tanta-
squa’s advantage to 65-60 with 1:43 
left.

Then Comp made one final 
comeback, as a pair of free throws 
by Carriveau and Caney cut the defi-

cit down to 65-64 with 41.7 seconds 
remaining on the scoreboard clock.

With 7.5 seconds left, Gidopou-
lus made a wide open lay-up, which 
turned out to be the difference mak-
er for the home team.

Following a Comp timeout, 
Gidopoulus stole the inbounds pass 
and was fouled with 1.3 seconds 
remaining. She missed both free 
throws and a long shot attempt at the 
buzzer by Gilhooly rattled off the 
back iron ending the action packed 
game. 

Both teams had impressive runs 
in the opening half.

The Lady Colts put-together a 
19-5 run between the last four min-
utes of the first quarter and the first 
four minutes of the second quarter.

Carriveau, who hit a buzzer 
beater at the end of the first quarter, 
hit another long bomb from beyond 
the arc with 3:46 left in the first half, 
which increased the visitors lead to 
21-10. 

It was the high water mark for 
the Lady Colts, as the Lady Warriors 
responded with an 11-0 run. 

An inside basket by junior for-

ward Maggie Johnson (4 points) 
knotted the score at 21-21.

The Lady Colts, who played 
their final game of 2023, headed into 
the locker room holding a slim 26-
24 lead after Burger hit a jumper just 
before the buzzer sounded.

Led by Scanlon, Webb, and 
Gidopoulus, the Lady Warriors out-
scored the Lady Colts, 19-9, in the 
third quarter.

Trailing 43-35 entering the 
fourth quarter, the Lady Colts bat-
tled back with a 10-0 run.

The visitors made seven foul 
shots before taking a 45-43 lead 
with 5:20 left when Gilhooly hit a 
3-pointer from the top of the key. 

The score was tied several more 
times in regulation before the Lady 
Warriors outscored the Lady Colts, 
10-7 in overtime.

It was the only game of the reg-
ular season between the two teams. 
They won’t be meeting in the post-
season tournament either because 
they’re in different Divisions.    

Forfeits help lead
Pioneers to win

PALMER – Last Wednesday night, there were few matches, but 
Pathfinder was able to pick up the 41-30 win over visiting Frontier 
Regional. Taran Prak got a big win at 113 pounds with a technical fall 
by a 16-1 score. Pathfinder faced Northampton earlier this week. The 
Pioneers head to Mohawk on Jan. 3 at 7 p.m.

Warriors win OT thriller over Comp

Nikki Vejak slings a pass away. Sophie Webb gets a rebound.

Maya Gidopoulos lifts a long jump shot. Sophie Ezzo attempts a three-pointer.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Riley West tries to overcome a block before shooting.

Bruno Medionero gets the leverage.

Gustavo Vega tries to break down his opponent.

Max Alinegena tries to turn over his opponent.

William Burke locks up in his match.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 

Taran Prak gets the tackle takedown.
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. A way to injure
  5. Mutual savings bank
  8. Rock TV channel
 11. Large number of 

fish swimming 
together

 13. Military mailbox
 14. Female of a horse
 15. Category
 16. City
 17. Breezed through
 18. Officer who bears 

a mace
 20. Tax collector
 21. “Cheers” actress 

Perlman
 22. Pauses before 

acting
 25. Extracted 

information from a 
wave

 30. Tendency to revert 
to something 
ancestral

 31. No seats available
 32. Nocturnal rodents
 33. Moves gently to 

and fro
 38. Not good
 41. A way to ready
 43. One who makes 

something better
 45. Things associated 

with American 
history

 48. Ancient Phoenician 
fertility god

 49. A continuous 
portion of a circle

 50. Volcanic craters
 55. Units of electrical 

resistance
 56. Gamble on
 57. Ethiopian town
 59. One point east of 

northeast
 60. Polynesian garland 

of flowers
 61. Spiritual leader 

of a Jewish 
congregation

 62. State of fuss
 63. Keyboard key
 64. Partner to 

relaxation

CLUES DOWN
  1. “The world’s most 

famous arena”
  2. Polite interruption 

sound
  3. Private school in 

New York
  4. Refuse of grapes
  5. __ Tomei, actress
  6. Adult beverages
  7. Supporter
  8. Papier-__, art 

material
  9. Forests have them
 10. Most ancient Hindu 

scriptures
 12. Downwind
 14. Marketplace
 19. Flowering plant 

genus
 23. Street where 

nightmares happen
 24. Admirer
 25. Dip lightly into 

water
 26. When you hope to 

get there
 27. Partner to cheese

 28. Egg
 29. A way to disqualify 
 34. South American 

plant
 35. Fold-away bed
 36. Debbie Harry album 

“__ Koo”
 37. Swedish krona
 39. Displaying warmth 

and friendliness
 40. Official orders
 41. Bowling alley 

necessity
 42. Stray
 44. About milk
 45. Expressed pleasure
 46. Caribbean dance
 47. If not
 48. __ fide (Latin)
 51. Swiss river
 52. Hebrew calendar 

month
 53. One easily swindled
 54. Point that is one 

point south of 
southwest

 58. Small island 
(British)

Candlepin 
League News

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night Commercial Elks League

PALMER – It was a night of celebration as the 
Commercial Elks League participated in a fun night and 
Christmas party. 

The Standings as of Dec. 19 shows Acres as the #1 
seed with a record of 12-4. Life is Good, who held the 
#1 spot since the start of round two is now the #2 seed 
with a record of 11-5. 

The Champs R Here and Team BK are tied for third 
place with a 10-6 record. Compression stands in fifth 
place, Blue B’s in sixth place and Last in Line in sev-
enth place.

In celebration of the holiday season, the Commer-
cial Elks took a break from regular league play and had 
a fun night. The league voted a week earlier to decide 
what kind of bowling formatted game they want to play 
during their Christmas party. The popular went to ran-
dom draw doubles. 

Each bowler would bowl a total of two games and 
would bowl with a fellow league bowler. Prize money 
was paid out to the top three finishers. After a fun tour-
nament on the lanes, the league moved to the dining hall 
and enjoyed a catered meal and dessert. 

Following their meal, the league bowlers partici-
pated in a 50/50 raffle for a chance to win some neat 
prizes and early holiday gifts. The league gave a round 
of applause to league president Steve Manolakis and 
treasurer Dino Tessicini for putting on a great party for 
the league. 

The Tuesday Night Commercial Elks will return 
to Diamond Junction Bowling Lanes for regular league 
play the first Tuesday of 2024, Jan. 2. 

Thursday Night Mixed League 

The Thursday Night Mixed League had a fun night 
instead of regular league play to celebrate the holidays 
with each other.

Many bowlers brought in homemade meals and 
desserts to enjoy while participating in fun bowling 
games. The games included one ball, two ball and a 
regular game of candlepin bowling. 

The standings as of Dec. 14 have Team Six as 
the #1 seed with a record of 34-22. In second place is 
Team One at 31.5 wins and 24.5 losses. Team Three is 
in third, Team Two is in fourth, Team Five in fifth and 
Team Four in sixth. 

The Thursday Night Mixed League wishes every-
one a safe and happy holiday season and will return to 
regular league play on Thursday, Dec. 28. 

Visit Diamond Junction Bowling Lanes at 1446 
North Main St. The alleys can be reached by calling 
413-289-0013. 

T-Birds coach 
gets call to NHL, 
named interim 
coach of Blues
Daniel Tkaczuk will take over as 
interim head coach in Springfield

SPRINGFIELD – On Dec. 13, St. Lou-
is  Blues  President of Hockey Operations and 
General Manager Doug Armstrong announced the 
team has  relieved  Craig Berube  of his coaching 
duties and named Springfield Thunderbirds head 
coach Drew Bannister interim head coach.  Ban-
nister will travel to St. Louis on Wednesday and 
serve his first game behind the bench on Thursday 
when the Blues host the Ottawa Senators.  

Bannister, 49, has spent the past three seasons 
with the Blues’ AHL affiliate in Springfield, lead-
ing the team to a 93-58-19 regular-season record.  
The Belleville, Ontario, native has also guided the 
Thunderbirds to consecutive playoff appearances, 
including 2021-22, when they won the Eastern 
Conference and reached the Calder Cup Final.

Bannister began his coaching career in the 
Ontario Hockey League (OHL), where he spent 
three seasons as an assistant with Owen Sound 
and three as head coach with the Soo Greyhounds.  
He also served as head coach of the AHL’s San 
Antonio Rampage and as an associate coach with 
the Utica Comets.  As a player, Bannister’s career 
spanned over 20 years and included 164 NHL reg-
ular-season games between the Tampa Bay Light-
ning, Edmonton Oilers, Anaheim Mighty Ducks, 
and New York Rangers.

In addition, Thunderbirds general manag-
er Kevin Maxwell has announced that Daniel Tk-
aczuk will take over the head coaching duties in 
Springfield on an interim basis.

Tkaczuk, 44,  joined the St. Louis Blues or-
ganization in 2016 as an assistant coach with the 
club's AHL affiliate, the Chicago Wolves. After 
spending the 2017-18 season as a Skills Coach 
with the Blues, he rejoined the AHL affiliate as 
an assistant coach under Bannister in 2018, a role 
he has held ever since, including a promotion to 
Associate Head Coach in 2022.

The Toronto, Ontario native began his coach-
ing career in the OHL as an assistant coach with 
the Owen Sound Attack from 2011-15 before 
spending the 2015-16 season with the Kitchener 
Rangers. Tkaczuk and Bannister were co-assistant 
coaches with Owen Sound from 2012-15.

Tkaczuk was the sixth overall draft pick in 
the 1997 NHL Draft by the Calgary Flames and 
played 12 professional seasons in both North 
America and Europe. As a member of the Saint 
John Flames, Tkaczuk captured a Calder Cup 
championship in 2000-01. He was tied for second 
among Flames skaters with 10 goals in the Calder 
Cup Playoffs that season.

In 286  AHL games with Saint John, the 
Worcester IceCats, Bridgeport Sound Tigers, 
Charlotte, Syracuse, Rochester, and Hartford, 
Tkaczuk posted 59 goals and 109 assists for 168 
points. He was a career point-per-game performer 
in the playoffs, scoring 14 goals and adding 17 as-
sists in 29 career Calder Cup playoff contests. Tk-
aczuk also skated in 19 NHL games with Calgary, 
putting up 11 points (four goals, seven assists) in 
the 2000-01 season.

Granite State 
announces Pro 
Stock Series 2024 
schedule

WALPOLE, N.H. – Granite State Pro Stock Series of-
ficials announced Friday the schedule of events for the 2024 
racing season. The series slate includes a nine-race champi-
onship battle spread from May to October, with the champi-
onship event taking place at Lee USA Speedway’s October-
fest weekend.

The Granite State Pro Stock Series will visit five dif-
ferent tracks in 2024: Lee, Star Speedway, Claremont Mo-
torsports Park, Riverside Speedway and Speedway 95. The 
schedule begins with the annual 100-lap spring event at Star 
Speedway in Epping, New Hampshire, this year on Satur-
day, May 4 with a Friday night practice on May 3. From 
there, teams will roll to Claremont Motorsports Park for the 
Memorial Day weekend, with a main event set for Sunday, 
May 26.

On Saturday, June 8, the series will make the first of two 
visits to Lee USA Speedway. That will be followed by the 
first of two races at Hermon, Maine’s Speedway 95 on Sat-
urday, June 16. After a few weeks off, the schedule continues 
with a return to Claremont for Independence Day weekend 
on Friday, July 5 with a special event. 

The high-banks of Hudson International Speedway will 
host the series again on Sunday, July 14, while Riverside 
Speedway returns to the schedule with an event on Saturday, 
August 10. The final two events of the year will take place 
at Speedway 95 on Sunday, September 15 and Lee’s Octo-
berfest weekend, where the champion will be decided, on 
Saturday and Sunday, October 5-6.

“Our 2024 schedule is shaping up to be one of the best 
in our history,” Mike Parks, President of the Granite State 
Pro Stock Series, said. “Return trips to places like Star, 
Speedway 95, Lee USA and Riverside, mixed with us get-
ting back on the high-banks of Hudson, will produce an 
exciting championship battle for fans to follow during the 
summer of 2024.”

Additional information regarding the 2024 Granite 
State Pro Stock Series schedule including event registra-
tions, rules and more will be available soon. For the latest 
news, fans and teams are encouraged to visit gspss.net and 
follow the series on social media.

2024 Granite State Pro Stock Series Schedule

Saturday, May 4 - Star Speedway - Epping, N.H. 
Sunday, May 26 - Claremont Motorsports Park - Claremont, 
N.H. 
Saturday, June 8 - Lee USA Speedway - Lee, N.H.
Sunday, June 16 - Speedway 95 - Hermon, Maine
Friday, July 5 - Claremont Motorsports Park - Claremont, 
N.H. 
Sunday, July 14 - Hudson International Speedway - Hudson, 
N.H.
Saturday, August 10 - Riverside Speedway - Groveton, N.H. 
Sunday, September 15 - Speedway 95 - Hermon, Maine
Saturday/Sunday October 5-6 - Lee USA Speedway, Lee, 
N.H.
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BOSTON – The Healey-Driscoll 
Administration recently announced in 
a press release an investment of $24 
million to expand and maintain the 
state’s network of trails in environ-
mental justice communities across 
the state. 

Massachusetts has an ever-ex-
panding network of trails that cre-
ate connections between communi-
ties, promote tourism and economic 
growth, provide opportunities for 
transportation that help reach the 
state’s climate goals, and give resi-
dents access to the Commonwealth’s 
natural, recreational, and cultural re-
sources.  

“This funding is an investment 
in the well-being of our residents and 
our economy,” said Governor Maura 
Healey. “Already, outdoor recreation 
contributes $11 billion to our econo-
my. By investing in our trails system, 
more people will look to Massachu-
setts for their next vacation in nature, 
and we can get our own residents 
moving out on our trails, whether to 
work or just to appreciate Massachu-
setts’ natural beauty. We’re grateful 
to the Biden-Harris Administration 
and our Congressional delegation for 
making this transformational funding 
available through the American Res-
cue Plan Act.” 

“Investing in our trails pays off 
for cities and towns. During my time 
as mayor, I saw firsthand how en-
hancing the trail system can improve 
public health and bring in new reve-
nues,” said Lieutenant Governor Kim 
Driscoll. “By leveraging the power of 
our state’s trail network, we are unit-
ing communities and creating oppor-
tunities for tourism, sustainable trans-
portation, and exercise.” 

“Trails are a key piece of our 
sustainable transportation infrastruc-
ture that many residents depend on 
to commute to work. It’s important 
that this infrastructure can withstand 
the impacts of climate change,” said 
Energy and Environmental Affairs 
Secretary Rebecca Tepper. “This in-
vestment is a matter of equity. The 

trails system belongs to all of us, and 
this funding demonstrates our com-
mitment to clean and healthy spaces 
for our environmental justice commu-
nities.” 

“DCR manages a vast trail net-
work that helps us build healthy fam-
ilies through outdoor recreation and 
support sustainable transportation, 
tourism, and economic opportunity 
across the state,” said Department 
of Conservation and Recreation 
Commissioner Brian Arrigo. “These 
ARPA investments in our trail sys-
tems will enable us to create a more 
connected, accessible, and vibrant 
Massachusetts.” 

The $24 million investment, 
funded through the American Rescue 
Plan Act, will make possible projects 
in environmental justice communi-
ties that otherwise might have waited 
years. Of the total investment, $15 
million will be used for the construc-
tion of major trail systems within 
the DCR trail network, including the 
Charles River Greenway in Waltham, 
the Mystic River Clippership Connec-
tor in Medford, the Blackstone River 
Greenway, and the Massachusetts 
Central Rail Trail in Waltham. 

Additionally, municipalities, 
through the MassTrails Grant pro-
gram, will receive $6 million to 
support the creation and upkeep of 
municipally owned trails in West 
Springfield, Agawam, Clarksburg, 
Wendell, Ashland, Boxford, Leomin-
ster, Beckett, Granby, Dorchester, 
Milton, and Mattapan, Waltham, 
Medford and Blackstone. 

The MassTrails Grant Program 
is an inter-agency grant program 
through the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Transportation, EEA, and 
DCR, that provides matching grants, 
technical assistance and resources to 
individuals, municipalities, non-prof-
its, and other public entities. These 
funds go toward the design, construc-
tion, and maintenance of diverse, 
high-quality trails, including hiking 
trails, bikeways, and shared-use paths. 

The program supports projects 

that build public-private partner-
ships and provides essential funding 
for project development, design, and 
construction of shared-use pathways, 
facilitating connections to where peo-
ple live, work, and recreate. In June, 
the Administration announced $11.6 
million in funding through the grant 
program to support 68 trail improve-
ment projects across the state. 

Additionally, $3 million will be 
used for the upkeep of the DCR trails, 
ensuring their longevity and quality 
for years to come. 

“The last few years have high-
lighted how important it is to have 
access to safe trails and outdoor rec-
reational opportunities, especially 
for those in environmental justice 
communities,” said Senator Brendan 
Crighton, Senate Chair of the Trails 
Caucus. “This investment will make 
a tangible difference to our state’s ex-
pansive trail network, which benefits 
us all.” 

“Shared-use trails are a key tool 
for connecting our communities and 
bolstering public health,” said Rep-
resentative Michelle Ciccolo, House 
Chair of the Trails Caucus. “They 
are a particularly important transpor-
tation and recreational resource in 
underserved areas of our state where 
residents may not otherwise have 
access. I’m thrilled that the Healey-
Driscoll Administration is prioritizing 
this important financial investment 
which will provide numerous benefits 
across the state.”

All existing trails are expected to 
remain open to the public while main-
tenance and construction take place, 
ensuring the continued enjoyment of 
these important pathways.  

This announcement is part of the 
Administration’s ongoing work to 
connect environmental justice com-
munities across Massachusetts with 
access to open space for recreation, 
economic development, and environ-
mentally friendly transportation. 

Healey-Driscoll Administration
announces $24 million for trail projects

STURBRIDGE— JHPL is host-
ing multiple events in January. 

JANUARY FILM SERIES - 
Join the Library, at the temporary 
Senior Center, Thursdays at 1 p.m. 
for movies based on the theme “The 
Things We Do for Love”. Screenings 
will be held in the basement of the 
Federated Church. The movies are: 
Jan. 4 - Notting Hill; Jan. 11 - Love 
Actually; Jan. 18 - Moonstruck; and 
Jan. 25 -When Harry Met Sally.

THE TWO NERDY HISTO-
RY GIRLS RIDE AGAIN - Virtual, 
Wednesday, Jan. 10  at 7 p.m. Authors 
Loretta Chase and Susan Holloway 
Scott will be here to answer all of our 
burning questions about 
women in history. How do 
they find interesting tidbits 
of historical lore, which 
libraries of the world have 

they visited, and how do they avoid 
the inescapable “rabbit hole”? We 
can’t wait for what we know is go-
ing to be a fascinating conversation 
between these two friends and re-
searchers. Registration is required 
for this virtual presentation. Go to 
our website at sturbridgelibrary.org 
to sign up.

STEWING OVER MYSTER-
IES – Jan. 25, 6:30 p.m. at the Public 
House. Join the Friends of the Josh-
ua Hyde Public Library for dinner 
and a discussion with author Edwin 
Hill. Dinner will be served starting at 
6:30pm and will include beef stew, 
rolls, coffee, and dessert. Discussion 

with author Edwin Hill will begin at 
7:15 p.m. Tickets are $16 each and 
are available at the Library or online 
at https://www.sturbridgelibrary-
friends.org/stewing-over-mysteries-1

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE - 
The library building remains closed 
as they continue to work on the 
HVAC system. There is a temporary 
mini-library set up in the Town Hall 
on the second floor for anyone get-
ting books from other libraries. You 
may also call the library at 508-347-
2512 to request materials or for any 
questions you may have.

JHPL January events
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School 
Committee 
discusses 
enrollment, 
upcoming 
fundraisers

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – Last week, the 
town’s School Committee held its 
final meeting ahead of the schools 
opening.

The meeting opened with Su-
perintendent Cheryl Clarke updat-
ing the Committee about the New 
Student Barbecue, as well as the 
starting dates for different grades. 
She then announced that school 
representatives will have a booth 
at two events this month, including 
Lights of Hope on Sunday, Sept. 10, 
and Safety Night Out on Thursday, 
Sept. 14, to provide information 
about the schools.

Additionally, Clarke spoke 
about the annual bus tour.

“It was a beautiful afternoon 
and evening,” she said. “We had 40 
of our staff, administrators, counsel-
ors, support staff, all different units 
were there, and we loaded up 250 
bags of school supplies onto buses.”

Clarke described the three des-
tinations of the tour, stopping at 
Adams Hometown Market, where 
she said the parking lot was full, 
then going to River Hollow, and 
concluding the tour at Westview 
Creamery, which Clarke described 
as “mobbed.”

“I want to thank all of the staff 
members who joined me on the 
bus tour and all of the families and 
friends who came out,” Clarke said. 
“It was really a great event.”

Clarke also thanked Katherine 
Watts and the teachers involved in 
the Summer Acceleration Academy, 
which concluded on Friday with a 
celebration.

“It was really a big success,” 
Clarke said. “We’re hoping that it’ll 
show some gains for our kids.”

Clarke updated the Committee 
on McCarthy Transportation taking 
over the van division, saying that—
with the exceptions of people retir-
ing or moving out of the district—
employees were largely retained, 
“so it will be the same familiar fac-
es...driving your children for their 
van transportation.”

“So far the vans have netted the 
town $74,000,” Clarke said, adding 
that “about $30,000 worth of equip-
ment went to the Highway Depart-
ment, and we anticipate another 
$100,000 for the additional vans 
that will be sold that will also go 
into the town general fund.”

Clarke then updated the Com-
mittee on this year’s enrollment.

“We have enrolled 29 new 
students over the summer,” Clarke 
said, adding that this is up by three 
students from last year.

Clarke said that, although num-
bers are low compared to some pre-
vious years, the number of students 
going out of the district to other 
schools is nearly equal to the num-
ber of students from other districts 
who come into Monson via school 
choice.

The president of the Parent 
Teacher Student Association, De-
nise Newland, approached the 
Committee to remind the public of 
their upcoming elections, and that 
meetings are on the first Wednes-
day of the month from 6:30-7 p.m. 
at Quarry Hill School and will be 
streamed for people who cannot at-
tend in person.

“We have some good activi-

The meeting took place 
at the Wilbraham Police 
Department 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM -- Quorums of 
five Select Boards and Town Councils 
came together on Aug. 29 for a re-
gional government meeting discussing 
varying topics affecting the region. 

The quorums included the Wil-
braham Select Board, Hampden Select 

Board, Longmeadow Select Board, 
Monson Select Board and the East 
Longmeadow Town Council. 

Additionally, Bruce Adams and 
Cheryl Spinks from State Rep. Angelo 
Puppolo’s office (D-Springfield) were 
in attendance. 

Other state legislators were unable 
to attend. 

Regional Dispatch
Regional Communications Di-

rector at Central Dispatch, Anthony 
Gentile, explained how Wilbraham and 
Hampden merged three years ago and 

Select Boards and Councils gather for regional meeting

By Michael Harrison
Correspondent

PALMER — Not everyone in 
town has complaints about their 
municipal water, but many do, de-
scribing what comes out of their 
taps as “swampy,” “dirty” and 
“pond scum” – to cite just a few of 
the adjectives used in various on-
line posts.

Depending on where residents 
live, water is provided either from 
private wells or one of four wa-
ter districts: Palmer, Bondsville, 
Thorndike and Three Rivers. Each 
is its own municipality and has a 

fire department serving the town 
and its villages. Complaints over 
water quality encompass all of 
them.

“We never get sick of com-
plaints,” said Larry Jasak, chair-
man of the Palmer Water District 
Board of Commissioners. “We like 
to hear them so we know there’s a 
problem. We want to address peo-
ple’s concerns. When people call 
us we address the issues.”

Customers will have an oppor-
tunity to air their complaints for 
the record at the next Palmer Wa-
ter District meeting scheduled for 
Wednesday, Sept. 14, at 4:15 p.m., 

at the district’s office at 10 Walnut 
St.

He can’t speak for other dis-
tricts, but Jasak said he believes 
complaints are few in proportion 
to the number of customers his 
district serves, and that most issues 
are due to normal maintenance 
like flushing lines and hydrants. 
Excessive rain can also disrupt the 
system, causing tap water to run 
brown with sediment when initial-
ly turned on.

Jasak also said required waW-
Wer quality tests show his dis-
trict’s water consistently meets or 
exceeds standards. The reports are 

available on the town’s website.
Recently, he said, “we had a 

perfect storm with excessive rain 
and then a big fire on Wilbraham 
Street that took a lot of water out of 
the hydrants.”

Some customers said they 
think the problem is more complex.

King Street resident Joshua 
Menard said his water runs brown 
24/7, and he has resorted to using a 
reverse osmosis filter that catches a 
thick collection of sediment daily.

“I’ve never called the water 
department,” Menard said, though 
he did register a complaint with the 
state.

“I just change the sediment fil-
ter often. I know they say it’s from 
flushing the pipes, but this is a fair-
ly new phenomenon that’s been 
happening ever since they dug up 
the road near CVS,” Menard said, 
referring to repair work that was 
needed to fix a sinkhole that devel-
oped after a water main leak last 
year.

“That’s when I noticed a big 
change in how often the sediment 
filter gets completely contaminat-
ed,” he said. “Without the filter, it’s 
brown almost daily.” Menard said 

Water quality draws a flood of complaints
PALMER

Palmer
receives 
$1.35M
CDBG grant

By Dallas Gagnon 
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER –Palmer has re-
ceived a Community Development 
Block Grant in the amount of $1.35 
million and intends to repair and re-
place infrastructure on Maple Street 
and create a project design for Ma-
ple Terrace. 

According to Town Manag-
er Ryan McNutt the grant was 
achieved through a collaborative ef-
fort among town departments such 
as the Three Rivers’ Water District 
and Palmer’s Community Develop-
ment Department.  

“The plan is to use the funds to 
repair and replace water lines, sew-
er lines and sidewalks in the Maple 
Street and Maple Terrace neighbor-
hood of Three Rivers,” said McNutt. 

Community Development Di-
rector John Latour said the grant 
will fund the selected neighborhood 
as part of a two-part project, with 
Maple Street being the first priority, 
and Maple Terrace being the sec-
ond. 

According to Latour, the Com-
munity Development Department is 
completing a procurement package 
at this time. 

Latour said he believes the pro-
curement package will be complet-
ed within the next couple of months, 
with hopes to have a contractor by 
spring, and an engineer for the proj-
ect within the next two months. 

“We are in the very early stag-
es. We just received the award noti-
fications and there are a lot of things 
you have to do to move forward 
with putting the package together,” 
said Latour. 

He said $1, 077, 215 of the 
grant has been budgeted for the de-
sign and infrastructure of the Maple 

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
A wide shot of quorums 
of the Wilbraham Select 
Board, Hampden Select 
Board, East Longmeadow 
Town Council, Longmeadow 
Select Board, Monson 
Select Board and Ludlow 
Select Board and two 
representatives from State 
Rep. Angelo Puppolo’s 
office (D-Springfield) 
discussing issues affecting 
the region during the Aug. 
29 Regional Government 
Meeting at the Wilbraham 
Police Department. 

COMMUNITYAll smiles for first day

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon 

First-grader Lucas Fontaine waves as he enters the building for his first day back to class.

Fourth-graders Nina Rossetti and best friend, Christabel Tumusiime, 
hold hands and smile as they reunite at OMP. 

Ellie Bergeron smiles as she makes her way into the school. Please see 
more photos on page 8.
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Calendar of Events
E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

The Journal Register encourages read-
ers to contact event coordinators and or-
ganizers for updated event times. Have an 
event to promote? Email the information (in 
sentence form and as a Word doc or plain 
email text – no PDFs or flyers, please – to 
pressreleases@turley.com.

INTERESTS 
CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2-4 p.m. 

daily at the Holland Public Library, 23 Stur-
bridge Road to learn or practice different 
crafts. There are new crafts every Wednes-
day. For more information, call 413-245-
3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Lo-

cated at 35 Ely Rd., Monson, nature trails 
are open daily until dusk for hiking, snow-
shoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail 
maps can be found in the parking lot. The 
Phillips Sculpture Garden is open year-
round (handouts in box on one of the sign-
posts). For more information call 413-267-
4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.
org or visit keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS 
GUILD: Members meet at 1 p.m. on the 
first and third Thursdays of the month in the 
Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Riv-
ers. The Guild is a no-pressure group with 
varying degrees of accomplishments, from 
novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. 

Dues are $55 a year. For more information, 
contact Barbara Beaulieu at 267-4044 or 
Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Follow 
them on Facebook for more.

ONGOING
BINGO IS BACK at Amvets Post 74, 

2150 Main St., Three Rivers, on Mondays. 
The kitchen opens at 4:30 p.m. Early Bird 
starts at 6:25 p.m. Call the Post at 413-283-
4518 for further information.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. 
and/or 6:30-8:30 p.m., every Thursday at 
the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St, Mon-

son. Rose’s line dancing classes include 
absolute beginners and beginners, and par-
ticipants get to dance to all types of music. 
$10 per class. Please wear comfortable 
footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the sec-
ond Tuesday of every month at Top Floor 
Learning (third floor of the Palmer Library 
at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and open to the 
public. Play available board and card games 
or bring your own. Must be 16 or older 
unless accompanied by an adult. No Reg-
istration Required – just show up! Ques-
tions? Call 283-2329, or 283-3691, or email 
palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN 
FOR WINTER SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Thursday-Monday. The center is located on 
Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range 
State Park. DCR Interpretive staff will be 
available for visitors. Coming in January, 
programs will also be offered to highlight 
the Range’s special nature in winter, see the 
park web site for details. 

QI GONG: 6 p.m., every Tuesday night 
at Memorial Hall with Randy Emerson. 
Free, no registration. Presented by Monson 
Parks & Rec and the Monson Free Library, 

American Red Cross spotlights Michelle Sefchik
MONSON— A staff member 

from State Representative Brian 
Ashe’s office will be available to 
meet with residents at the following 
locations:

Monson Senior Center every 3rd 
Wednesday of the month from 10 

to 11 a.m. Monson Library on 1/17, 
2/14, 3/13, 4/10 from 12:30  to 1:30 
p.m.

If you are not able to attend and 
have an issue or concern, please con-
tact Chief of Staff, Robin Frechette, 
at 413-272-3922 for assistance.

Town of Monson
Legal Notice

In  accordance  wi th 
Section 7.4 of the Monson 
Zoning Bylaws the Planning 
Board will hold a Public 
Hearing, Tuesday, January 
16, 2024 at 7:10 P.M. in the 
Select Board meeting room 
at the Town Administration 
Building,110 Main Street, 
Monson to review a petition 
for Site Plan Approval from 
Ryan & Lindsy Richard. The 
petitioner proposes to reuse 
the existing building as a 
childcare facility located at 
17 Palmer Road, Map 112, 
Parcel 92A. The property is 
zoned General Commercial. 
A copy of the application is 
on file in the Office of the 
Town Clerk, Planning Board 
Office and is available for 
viewing during regular office 
hours.

Craig Sweitzer, Chairman
12/28/2023, 01/04/2024

LEGAL NOTICE
MONSON 

CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

Under  the  r equ i re -
ments of M.G.L. Chapter 
131 § 40, the Monson 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
on Wednesday, January 
10, 2024 at 7:10 PM in the 
Large Meeting Room, Town 

Office Building, 110 Main 
Street. Under consideration 
is a Notice of Intent for the 
reconstruction of a deck and 
proposed dumpster pad with-
in the Riverfront Area and 
buffer zone of a Bordering 
Vegetative Wetland for the 
commercial property located 
at 17 Palmer Road, Monson, 
MA, identified as Assessors 
Map 112, Parcel 092A, 
is subject to the Wetlands 
Protection Act. The applicant 
is Ryan Richard. The prop-
erty owner is Englewood 
Properties LLC.

Submitted by: 
Monson Conservation 

Commission 
12/28/2023

PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE
In accordance with the 

provisions of Chapter 40A, 
Section 11 M.G.L., the 
Planning Board will hold a 
public hearing on Monday, 
January 8, 2024 at 7:00 PM 
in the Town Administration 
Building, 4417 Main Street, 
Palmer, MA.

The applicant, Justin 
Dias, is seeking a Site Plan 
Approval as allowed under 
section 171-29 to demolish a 
portion of the existing build-
ing and expand portion of 
the building’s existing face at 

the property located at 2022-
2026 Main Street, Three 
Rivers MA. This parcel is 
also known as Assessor’s 
Map 70 Lot 86. 

A copy of the applica-
tion may be inspected at the 
Planning Department office 
in Administrative Building 
from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM 
Monday through Thursday.

Anyone interested in 
more information or wishing 
to be heard on the applica-
tion can contact the Planning 
Department at 413-283-2605 
or appear at the time and 
place designated above.

This notice shall also be 
posted on the Massachusetts 
Newspape r  Pub l i she r s 
Association’s (MNPA) web-
site (http://masspublicnotic-
es.org).

Michael Marciniec, 
Chairman

12/21, 12/28/2023

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in exe-

cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Alycar 
Inves tmen t s ,  LLC,  to 
Probuilder Financial, LLC, 
dated March 17, 2022, and 
recorded with the Hampden 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
24455 at Page 592, of which 

mortgage the undersigned is 
the present holder, for breach 
of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same will 
be sold at Public Auction 
at 10:00 A.M. on the 5th 
day of January 2024, at 
75-77 Beaumont Street, 
Springfield, MA 01108, all 
and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage,

To wit:
Parcel 2
2041-2043 High Street, 

Palmer, Massachusetts
The land with the build-

ings thereon situated at 
2041-2043 High Street, 
Palmer, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, bounded and 
described as follows:

A certain tract of land, 
with the buildings there-
on situated in the Village of 
Three Rivers, in said Palmer, 
bounded and described as 
follows:

BEGINNING o n 
the Southerly side of High 
Street at a stone bound at 
the Northeasterly corner of 
land formerly of one Powell, 
thence

SOUTHERLY on land 
formerly of said Powell 
118.60 feet to a stone bound 
at land now or formerly of 
the Otis Company; thence

EASTERLY on line 
of land now or formerly of 
the Otis Company 72 feet to 
a bound; thence

NORTHERLY on land 
now or formerly of Joseph 
W. Cheney to said High 
Street 73 Feet easterly from 
the first mentioned bound; 
thence

WESTERLY  
on said street 13 feet to the 
first mentioned bound;

ALSO, a certain other 
tract of land situated in the 
Village of Three Rivers, 
in said Palmer, lying next 
Southerly on the tract above 
described, as follows:

BEGINNING a t  a 
bound at the Southeast 
corner of the tract above 
desc r ibed  and  a t  t he 
Southwest corner of land 
now or formerly of J. 
William Cheney; thence

S. 22° E. along land 
now or formerly of the Otis 
Company 33 feet to a stake; 
thence

S. 74° W. along land 
no or formerly of the Otis 
Company 72.17 feet to a 
stake in line of land formerly 
of one Powell; thence

N. 23° W. 33 feet along 
last-named land to a stone 
bound in line of above-de-
scribed tract; thence

N. 74° E.  a l o n g 
last-named land 72.42 feet to 
the place of beginning.

Being the same premis-
es conveyed to Mortgagor 
by Deed recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 24417, Page 

498.
Parcel 3 
75-77 Beaumont Street, 

Springfield, Massachusetts
The land in Springfield, 

H a m p d e n  C o u n t y , 
Massachuse t t s ,  s i tua t -
ed on the easterly side of 
Beaumont Street in said 
Spr ingfie ld  and be ing 
known as Lot #21 (twen-
ty-one} as shown on a plan 
of lots recorded in Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds, 
Book 530, Page 601; said 
premises are bounded as fol-
lows:

Beginning on the Easterly 
side of Beaumont Street at 
the Southwesterly corner of 
land now or formerly of one 
Kirby; thence Southerly on 
Beaumont Street, fifty (50) 
feet; thence Easterly parallel 
to the southerly line of said 
land now or formerly of said 
Kirby, one hundred{100) 
feet; thence Northerly paral-
lel to Beaumont Street, fifty 
(50) feet; thence Westerly on 
said land now or formerly 
of said Kirby, one hundred 
(100) feet to the place of 
beginning.

S u b j e c t  t o  s e w e r 
rights granted the City of 
Springfield by instrument 
dated June 9, 1899 record-
ed as aforesaid in Book 601, 
Page 513.

Being the same premis-
es conveyed to Mortgagor 
by Deed recorded with the 

Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 24384, Page 
285. 

The foreclosure sale 
is meaning and except-
ing to exclude the premis-
es described in said mort-
gage as Parcel 1, 304-206 
Main Street, Springfield, 
Massachusetts.  

Premises to be sold and 
conveyed subject to and 
with the benefit of all rights, 
rights of way, restrictions, 
easements, covenants, liens 
or claims in the nature of 
liens, improvements, pub-
lic assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax 
liens, water and sewer liens 
and any other municipal 
assessments or liens or exist-
ing encumbrances of record 
which are in force and are 
applicable, having priority 
over said mortgage, wheth-
er or not reference to such 
restrictions, easements, 
improvements, l iens or 
encumbrances is made in the 
deed. 

Terms of sale: A depos-
it of five thousand dollars 
($5,000) by certified or bank 
check will be required to be 
paid by the purchaser at the 
time and place of sale.  The 
balance is to be paid by wire 
transfer to Demerle Hoeger 
LLP, 10 City Square, 4th 
Floor, Boston, MA 02129 
within thirty (30) days from 
the date of sale.  Deed will 
be provided to purchaser for 
recording upon receipt in 
full of the purchase price.  In 
the event of an error in this 
publication, the description 
of the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control. 

Other terms, if any, to 
be announced at the sale. 

Probuilder Financial, LLC, 
Present holder of said 

mortgage,
By its Attorneys,

Demerle Hoeger LLP
10 City Square, 4th Floor

Boston, MA 02129
(617) 337-4444

12/14, 12/21, 12/28

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P2591EA
Estate of:

Jacqueline M. Boudriault
Date of Death: 09/13/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wil l  with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Suzanne A. Phifer 
of Brimfield, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Suzanne A. Phifer of 
Brimfield, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in unsupervised administra-
tion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
01/16/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to 
the estate, including the 
distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: December 20, 2023 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/28/2023

Public Notices

 Rep. Ashe’s office hours
PALMER— The American 

Red Cross UK puts its spotlight on 
Michelle Sefchik, a dedicated MSW 
intern. Sefchik not only meets her 
internship requirements with un-
wavering dedication but actively 
participates in multiple programs, 
including Hero Care Casework/

Contingency, Disaster Action, Hos-
pital Outreach, and Red Cross Club/
Youth programs. Sefchik plays a 
crucial role in the office support, in-
fusing every task with positivity and 
enthusiasm. 

As a military spouse pursuing 
a master’s in social work, Sefchik 

works as an activity’s coordinator 
at a rehabilitation center for wom-
en with personality disorders in 
England. Her choice to intern with 
the American Red Cross is rooted 
in shared values and ethical stan-
dards. Sefchik’s commitment em-
bodies the ethos of ARC, enhancing 

her understanding of the services 
and needs of the military popula-
tion through a community outreach 
perspective. Sefchik has ties to the 
local area with Mother Nancy Slo-
wick a resident of Palmer and Fa-
ther Micheal Dean is a resident of 
Brookfield. 

MORE PUBLIC NOTICES 
ON PAGE 14
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DEATH
NOTICES

O B I T U A R I E S

Dennis Alan Miller fami-
ly-man, husband, grandfather, 
friend, engineer, carpenter and 
avid sportsman, passed away on 
Mon., Dec. 18, 2023, at the age 
of 74, after a long battle with 
cancer. He was surrounded by 
his beautiful, loving family.

He is survived by his wife, 
Janice, and three children; Na-
than, Katelyn, Christopher and 
his partner Jonna, as well as his 
3 grandchildren; Tulsi, Jazz and 
Asa.

Dennis was born in Mid-
dletown, Connecticut to Arthur 
William Henry Miller and Luel-
la Cora Miller (née Hayes). He 
lived there his entire childhood 
with his brother, Richard, and 
sister, Carol. 

After graduating Woodrow 
Wilson High School, he went on 
to Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-
tute, graduating with a degree in 
Civil Engineering and as a True 
Gentleman, with Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon. 

After graduating college, 
he started work for what would 
become a 52-year career at the 
Brunalli Construction Company 
as their Chief Engineer and Es-
timator. He worked on over 250 
roads and bridges during his life, 
up and down the I-84, I-91 and 
I-95 corridors, throughout Mas-
sachusetts, Connecticut, New 
York and New Jersey.

It was at Brunalli Construc-
tion Company where he met his 
wife in 1985. They married soon 
after in 1987. Janice had Nathan, 
who at 11 years old quickly be-
came a loved son, recognizing 
and calling him Dad for the rest 
of his life. In 1988 and 1990, 
Dennis and Janice were blessed 

with 2 more children, 
Christopher and Kate-
lyn.

Throughout his 
life, with all 3 of his 
children and many 
of their friends, he is 
widely remembered 
as a loving, dedicated 
family man. He did as 
much work as he could 
around his house, and the homes 
of others, in order to make things 
easier and more comfortable for 
those he loved and cared for. 

In his adulthood, Dennis 
had a love of all things building. 
After moving from Chicopee to 
Palmer, Massachusetts in 1994, 
he spent a lot of his free time 
working on and modifying the 
house he designed for his family. 

He loved to create things 
alongside his family which in-
cluded starting several business-
es and developing properties. 
From designing harvesting sys-
tems for algae to building green-
houses or renovating homes, he 
was happiest when solving prob-
lems and spending time with his 
loved ones.

Dennis also loved sports 
(basketball, golf, baseball, ten-
nis, football, Connecticut State 
Champion racquetball player) 
and was actively involved in his 
children’s sports and activities. 
He was present at nearly ev-
ery practice and never missed a 
game. Often, he was the coach. 
Dennis was known for being 
passionate, often giving lots of 
feedback during and after the 
games. He loved all things math 
or word puzzles. He loved black-
jack, practiced often in his youth, 
and ended up playing in over 40 

casinos throughout the 
world with friends and 
family. 

Dennis was a 
humble, disciplined, 
loving and selfless 
man, who was modest 
and intentional in just 
about every aspect of 
his life. He kept track 
of everything, whether 

it was what casinos he went to, 
meticulous budgets, or records 
of every phone bill and pay stub 
for 20 years. 

He loved to travel the world 
with his wife, take walks in na-
ture, explore new waterways 
with his kayak, and in retirement, 
was a budding nature photogra-
pher with his first smartphone, 
acquired this year in 2023. 

Dennis was a true model 
husband; from lovingly bringing 
Janice coffee every morning to 
driving straight home from work 
every night to spend time with 
her and the family they created 
together. They were best friends 
and laughed together everyday 
until he passed.

To know him was to love 
him and if you didn’t love him, 
you simply didn’t know him. 

Dennis will never be gone, 
he lives in the everyday thoughts, 
prayers and actions of his loving 
family and friends.

We love you.
Memorial Service: Beers 

and Story Funeral Home; 1475 
N Main St, Palmer, Mass., Dec. 
30, 2023; 11-1pm - Reflection; 
1-2pm - Memorial Service

In lieu of flowers, donations 
can be made to the Jimmy Fund 
- https://www.jimmyfund.org/

Dennis Alan Miller, 1949-2023

Police/Fire
  Fire Logs

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, 

date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, which allows families 

to publish extended death notice information of their own choice and 
may include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries should 
be submitted through a funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

PALMER — Lawrence 
J. Sweetman, 92, passed away 
Dec. 23, 2023.  Born in Worth-
ington, MA on Nov. 9, 1931, 
he was the son of Timothy Sr 
and Bessie (Hersh) Sweetman.  
Larry was a heavy equipment 
operator and mechanic for Gold-
stein & Gurwitz Construction 
for many years.  During his time 
as a heavy equipment operator 
and mechanic and after his re-
tirement, he also owned and op-
erated Park Street Used Trucks.  
Larry also enjoyed finding old 

tractors and restoring them.  For 
the past 22 years, Larry and 
his wife Sharon have lived in 
Belchertown.  He will be greatly 
missed by his wife of 49 years, 
Sharon A. (Kenyon) Sweetman 
along with his children, Sherri 
Coronado of Santa Rosa, CA, 
Janet Sweetman of Denver, CO, 
Carol Sweetman of Las Vegas, 
NV, David Sweetman in Del-
aware and Laurie Guyette of 
Chicopee.  Sharon’s children, 
Darlene Pacocha of W.Spring-
field and Peggy Daley Demers 

of Fontana, CA as well as sev-
en grandchildren and three great 
grandchildren also survive him.  
Larry was the last surviving of 
his siblings and is also prede-
ceased by his parents.  Services 
have been omitted and Beers & 
Story Palmer Funeral Home has 
been entrusted with the arrange-
ments.  In lieu of flowers, please 
consider donations in his mem-
ory to either the American Can-
cer Society or American Heart 
Association.  Please visit www.
beersandstory.com

Lawrence J. Sweetman

Dennis Alan Miller
Died on Dec. 18, 2023
Services Dec. 30, 2023
Beers and Story Funeral 
Homes

Lawrence J. Sweetman
Died on Dec. 23, 2023
Beers and Story Funeral 
Home

Palmer
Palmer Fire Department also responded to five 

Medical Assist calls for the week.

Dec. 19
12:30 p.m. CO detector activation, Bennett Street, 

Back in service at 12:42 p.m.
1:13 p.m. Motor vehicle accident (injury), North 

Main Street, Back in service at 1:32 p.m.
Dec. 20

10:51 a.m. Detector activation, Fox Street, Back in 
service at 11:07 a.m.

Dec. 21
12:09 p.m. CO detector activation, Bennett Street, 

Back in service at 12:39 p.m.
6:28 p.m. Structure fire, Osborne Road (Ware mu-

tual aid), Back in service at 7:38 p.m.
Dec. 24

9:29 a.m. Motor vehicle accident (injury), Ware 
Street, Back in service at 10:07 a.m.

Three Rivers
The Three Rivers Fire Department responded to 

three calls for the week of Dec.17-23.

Monday, Dec. 18
The Department responded to a person in dis-

tress on Belanger Street.

Thursday, Dec. 21
The Department responded to a lockout on Ma-

ple Terrace.
That same day, the Department responded to 

an emergency medical service call on Belchertown 
Street. 

PALMER — Roxanna Harper 
MSN, RN, is celebrating 31 years 
since she began her nursing journey 
as a visiting nurse.

Getting into her car each morn-
ing, Harper, who is interim exec-
utive director of Baystate Home 
Health, Hospice, and Palliative 
Care, knows she has a busy day 
ahead. Each day is different, and a 
single phone call can change the or-
der of the day. What doesn’t change 
is her commitment to taking care of 
patients in their own homes.

“Never would I have imagined 
that three decades later I would find 
myself leading and working with 
an outstanding team dedicated to 
providing care, education, and sup-
port to patients in their homes. The 
care we provide allows patients to 
come home from the hospital soon-
er, avoid stays in healthcare facili-
ties, and learn to manage a newly 
diagnosed illness or disease,” said 
Harper.

“As a new nurse, I worked 
one year at Baystate Medical Cen-
ter providing inpatient care and 
then decided to take a position in 
home care and after one visit I was 
hooked. I immediately experienced 
the unique richness of a nurse-pa-
tient relationship as I helped pa-
tients heal in their own homes. In 
the case of hospice care patients 
who have end-of-life care in their 
homes, these nursing experiences 
were like no other. In a patient’s 
home, we are exposed to what is 
important to them, the supports that 
are present or absent, and the tran-
quility or chaos that defines their 
lives. All of that information plays 
a role in the design of our patient’s 
care plans and the outcomes we 
hope to have for them,” said Harper.

Access to home health services 
is important for people with chronic 
conditions or disabilities, and those 
who need short-term medical help 
after being discharged from the 
hospital. Many rural people depend 
on home health services to retain 
a degree of independence, and to 
avoid or delay hospitalization or a 
move to a nursing home or assist-
ed living facility. This type of care 
is less costly than hospitalization, 
improves recovery and well-being, 

and eliminates the need to travel for 
additional services.

The care team consists of a 
dedicated group of professionals 
including nurses, physical thera-
pists, occupational therapists, social 
workers, and home health aides, 
who work together as a team to pro-
vide the best care possible for every 
patient.

Harper noted people are often 
surprised at the level of care the 
Baystate team can provide at home.

“We care for a wide range of 
patients, from ages 18 to 100, with 
several comorbidities including 
heart failure, diabetes, and renal 
failure. We also care for patients 
recovering from surgery, active-
ly fighting cancer, and managing 
chronic diseases that need special-
ized care. We assist patients transi-
tioning to palliative care, enhancing 
their quality of life, advocating for 
them, and helping to provide the 
resources needed to make the deci-
sions that are important to them to 
ensure that each patient’s wishes are 
respected during end-of-life care,” 
Harper said.

Harper’s experience as a home 
care nurse has allowed Harper to 
provide care for a diverse patient 

population throughout Baystate 
Health’s Eastern Region and in the 
town of Ware where she grew up, 
raised her family, and where she 
still lives.

“I find it very rewarding when 
I run into patients and their family 
members that I have cared for when 
I’m out in the community, who 
come up to me and still remember 
and are grateful for the care I pro-
vided to them or their family mem-
bers. Being able to restore a sense of 
dignity to each patient is an incred-
ible and unforgettable experience. 
It is a wonderful feeling seeing 
your patients recover and progress, 
whether it’s helping them take their 
first steps or helping them take their 
first shower in days, every moment 
is special and important,” Harper 
said.

Many changes have happened 
in healthcare over the last 31 years 
from technology, like cell phones 
and computers, to breakthroughs in 
science, and a pandemic that shut 
down the world for three years. 
One thing that remains is our team’s 
commitment and passion to care for 
patients in the comfort of their own 
homes,” Harper said.

Submitted Photo

Roxanna Harper MSN, RN, is celebrating 31 years since she began her nurs-
ing journey as a visiting nurse.

Local nurse dedicates career to
patients in their home

EAST BROOKFIELD— Nug-
get, formerly known as Natty, faced 
unimaginable pain and adversity 
when he arrived at Second Chance 
Animal Services with a severe leg 
injury. The dedicated team at Sec-
ond Chance worked tirelessly to 
save his leg, but ultimately, the de-
cision to amputate was made to en-
sure Nugget’s comfort and quality 
of life.

In a heartwarming twist of 
fate, Nugget caught the attention 
of Matt and Nellie Zarif, the gener-
ous owners of Timberyard Brewing 
Company and longtime supporters 
of Second Chance. The brewery, 
known for its commitment to the 
community, had not only donated 
to Second Chance but also hosted 
events and provided storage for a 
large donation. 

Nugget’s story resonated with 
the Timberyard team, who had just 
started hosting popular puppy yoga 
classes to benefit Second Chance, 
led by the talented yoga instruc-
tor Audrey Martinez. The classes, 
held monthly, include a visit from 
friendly adoptable dogs available at 
Second Chance, who romp around 
the taproom while attendees work 
on their yoga moves.

Nugget, now thriving after his 
surgery, found his forever home 
with the Zarifs, joining a loving 
pack that includes three young boys 
and another three-legged dog, Lucy. 
Nuggets dog-sister wears a pros-

thetic leg and goes to work with her 
dog mom, Nellie Zarif, a prosthe-
tist at Hanger Clinic in Worcester, 
where she helps to inspire people 
with limb loss. 

Nellie considered making a 
prosthesis for Nugget but quickly 
realized that he did not need one 
due to the nature of his amputa-
tion and his young age. “He is so 
fast on three legs that four legged 

dogs have a hard time keeping up 
with him.” said Lindsay Doray, 
chief development officer at Second 
Chance, who expressed admiration 
for Nugget’s resilience. “We were 
in awe of his determination.”

As a proud member of the Tim-
beryard family, Nugget comes to 
work with Matt Zarif every day and 
has become a local sensation. The 
staff from Second Chance, includ-
ing the veterinarian that performed 
his surgery, stop by the brewery 
from time to time to visit him. 
“Nugget is the smartest dog that 
I have ever met,” said Matt Zarif. 
“Like-Lassie level smart; when you 
talk to this dog, he understands you. 
He’s the perfect brewery dog, so 
well behaved, sweet, and friendly. 
He loves being a part of the action.”

Nugget has embraced his role 
as a dogfluencer, delighting visi-
tors at Timberyard and stealing the 
spotlight in social media posts. His 
favorite gig? Greeting attendees on 
puppy yoga mornings. He’s even 
been spotted auditioning with Santa 
for a chance to be a reindeer, sitting 
patiently next to Santa for hours 
during his visits to the brewery, pos-
ing for photos with happy families, 
and helping to fundraise for a local 
charity. Nugget’s journey from pain 
to fame is a testament to the power 
of love, resilience, and a communi-
ty that cares.

Submitted Photo

Nugget, once known as Natty, came 
to Second Chance with a severe leg 
injury and is now the Timberyard 
Brewery dog. 

Nugget’s second chance

LUDLOW— Children who 
are removed from their birth fam-
ily due to neglect or abuse can be 
in multiple foster situations for a 
long time before being reunited or 
adopted by another family. Due to a 
severe shortage of foster homes and 
volunteer advocates, many of these 
youth are placed in any home with 
the space, whether or not it is the 
best match. 

While the experiences of foster 
children vary widely, some com-
mon themes emerge during this crit-
ical, formative stage of their lives: 
trauma, instability and uncertainty, 
emotional and psychological chal-
lenges, and educational disruptions.

We can’t protect foster chil-
dren, or any child, from challeng-

es in life, but we can equip them 
with resilience and prepare them 
for those hardships. Children need 
structure, responsibility, and oppor-
tunities to see that they can do and 
learn new things. There is some-
thing every one of us can do to help. 
Details and Resources: zontaqv.org/
foster

The Zonta Club of Quaboag 
Valley will hold a panel discussion 
and dinner on Monday, Feb. 12 at 
the Ludlow Country Club for any-
one interested in learning more 
about the realities and opportunities 
in the Foster Care system in West-
ern MA. 

The program will be facilitat-
ed by Andrea Bordenca, founder 
of Lead Yourself Youth and will 

include representatives from Fam-
ily Justice Advocates, Department 
of Children and Family Volunteer 
Case Review Program and Family 
Resources, Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocates (CASA) and other 
organizations that provide services 
to foster children and families.  

Ludlow Country Club on Mon-
day, Feb. 12. At  5:30 p.m. Social-
ize, 6 p.m. Buffet Dinner, followed 
by the Program. Dinner $28 is pay-
able by cash, check, or credit card 
the night of the event, but RSVP 
to info@zontaqv.org by 2/7 for the 
caterers.  Contact info@zontaqv.org 
for information on sliding scale fee.

Foster care information meeting

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you saw 

their ad in the

Journal Register

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

A DUMP TRUCK
Cleaning out attics, cellars, garages, 
estate cleanouts, scrap metal removal. 
413-569-1611 or 413-374-5377.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 
12x16 room. Very neat, references, 
prompt service call (508)867-2550

FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster 
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. 
Free estimates. Fully Insured.  Call 
Brad Forbes at 413-887-1987.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

TOWN OF PALMER: 
CLERK BOARD OF HEATH

Duties include responsibility for per-
forming secretarial and general office 
support activities. Work often involves 
public contact and effective coordina-
tion with other Town departments and 
outside organizations. Work requires 
sound exercise of judgment, initiative, 
and discretion based on knowledge 
of administrative or operating policies 
and procedures. For a full job descrip-
tion please go to www.townof-
palmer.com/jobs or contact Nicole 
Gauthier at ngauthier@townof-
palmer.com.  The Town of Palmer is 
an EOE/AA employer.

GATEWAY REGIONAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Gateway Regional is seeking a 6-hour 
custodian for the Littleville Elementary 
School/Main Complex. Hours will be 11 
a.m.-5:30 p.m.  
Work days Monday-Friday. Looking 
for a highly motivated individual who 
is able to:
• Read and follow instructions
• Have knowledge of cleaning proce-

dures
•  Experience in cleaning and mainte-

nance a plus
•  Lift 50 lbs or more
•  Be self-motivated
•  Work alone or with a group
• Good communication skills with 

staff and the public
•  Knowledge of operation of equip-

ment such as a floor scrubber, 
snow blower, etc.

•  Work in the extreme cold and heat
•  Have a valid driver’s license
•  High school degree or GED

Send letter of interest and resume 
to: William Sullivan, Interim Principal; 
Gateway High/Middle School, 12  Lit-
tleville Road, Huntington, MA 01050
Deadline: January 5, 2024
GRSD is an EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES HELP WANTEDSERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16
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25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
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Base Price
$26.50
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$27.50

Base Price
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$29.50
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$30.00
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$30.50

Base Price
$31.00
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$31.50
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$32.00
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Base Price
$33.00
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$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED Recycle Your Stuff for Cash

in the CLASSIFIEDS

Call, email  
or use the 
form in the 
papers to 

sell.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
classifieds@turley.com • 413-283-8393

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P2616EA
Estate of:

Charles H. Jasak
Date of Death: 10/31/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wil l  with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Michael J Jasak 
of Palmer, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Michael J Jasak of 
Palmer, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
01/18/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: December 21, 2023 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/28/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758 

Docket No. HD23A0152AD
In the matter of: 

Jaxson Dominick Daley
CITATION

G.L. c. 210, §6 
TO:
Eric Duval 
any unnamed or unknown 

parent and persons inter-
ested in a petition for the 
adoption of said child 
and to the Department of 
Children and Families of said 
Commonwealth. 

A petition has been pre-
sented to said court by:

Angela Edgerton of 
Monson, MA

Daniel Edgerton of 
Monson, MA

requesting for leave to 
adopt said child and that the 
name of the child be changed 
to
Jaxson Dominick Edgerton 

If you object to this 
adoption you are entitled 
to the appointment of an 
attorney if you are an indi-
gent person.

An indigent person is 
defined by SJC Rule 3.10. 
The definition includes but 
is not limited to persons 
receiving TAFDC, EACDC, 
poverty related veteran’s 
benefits, Medicaid, and SSI. 
The Court will determine 
if you are indigent. Contact 
an Assistant Judicial Case 
Manager or Adoption Clerk 
of the Court on or before the 
date listed below to obtain 
the necessary forms.

IF YOU DESIRE TO 
OBJECT THERETO, YOU 
OR YOUR ATTORNEY 

MUST FILE A WRITTEN 
APPEARANCE IN SAID 
COURT AT  Springfield 
ON OR BEFORE TEN 
O ’ C L O C K  I N  T H E 
MORNING (10:00 AM) ON: 
02/12/2024.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: December 11, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/21, 12/28/2023, 01/04/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758 

Docket No. HD23A0153AD
In the matter of: 

Jesserica Rachel Daley
CITATION

G.L. c. 210, §6 
TO:
Eric Duval 
any unnamed or unknown 

parent and persons inter-
ested in a petition for the 
adoption of said child 
and to the Department of 
Children and Families of said 
Commonwealth. 

A petition has been pre-
sented to said court by:

Angela Edgerton of 
Monson, MA

Daniel Edgerton of 
Monson, MA

requesting for leave to 
adopt said child and that the 
name of the child be changed 
to
Jesserica Rachel Edgerton

If you object to this 
adoption you are entitled 
to the appointment of an 
attorney if you are an indi-
gent person.

An indigent person is 
defined by SJC Rule 3.10. 
The definition includes but 
is not limited to persons 
receiving TAFDC, EACDC, 
poverty related veteran’s 
benefits, Medicaid, and SSI. 
The Court will determine 
if you are indigent. Contact 
an Assistant Judicial Case 
Manager or Adoption Clerk 
of the Court on or before the 
date listed below to obtain 
the necessary forms.

IF YOU DESIRE TO 
OBJECT THERETO, YOU 
OR YOUR ATTORNEY 
MUST FILE A WRITTEN 
APPEARANCE IN SAID 
COURT AT  Springfield 
ON OR BEFORE TEN 
O ’ C L O C K  I N  T H E 
MORNING (10:00 AM) ON: 
02/12/2024.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: December 11, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/21, 12/28/2023, 01/04/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P2539EA
Estate of:

Ernest E Leonard
Date of Death: 10/18/2020 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Adjudication of Intestacy 
a n d  Ap p o i n t m e n t  o f 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by Dorothy 
E Leonard of Palmer, MA  
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Dorothy E Leonard of 
Palmer, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
01/10/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 

the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: December 13, 2023 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/28/2023

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield MA, 01103   
Docket No. HD18P0339PM

In the matter of: 
Sally Walsh

 of Monson, MA
Protected Person/Disabled 

Person/Respondent 
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF 
CONSERVATOR’S 

ACCOUNT 
T o  t h e  n a m e d 

Respondent and all other 
interested persons, you 
are hereby notified pur-
suant to Rule 72 of the 
Supplemental Rules of the 
Probate & Family Court, 
that the Second through 
Fifth and Final account(s) 
of Alison Bartlett-O’Donald 
o f  H o l y o k e ,  M A  a s 
Conservator of the property 
of said Respondent has or 
have been presented to the 
Court for allowance.

You have the right to 
object to the account(s). 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 
objection at this court on 
or before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return date of 01/11/2024. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to object to 
the account(s). If you fail to 
file the written appearance 
and objection by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you, including the 
allowance of the account(s).

Additionally, within thir-
ty days after said return day 
(or within such other time as 
the Court upon motion may 
order), you must file a writ-
ten affidavit of objections 
stating the specific facts and 
grounds upon which each 
objection is based and a 
copy shall be served upon 
the Conservator pursuant to 
Rule 3 of the Supplemental 
Rules of the Probate & 
Family Court.

You have the right to 
send to the Conservator, by 
registered or certified mail, 
a written request to receive a 
copy of the account(s) at no 
cost to you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s 
right to make decisions 
about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person 
has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of 
the above-named person. 
If the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, one 
may be appointed at State 
expense.

Witness, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: December 07, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/28/2023

Public Notices

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

MORE PUBLIC NOTICES 
ON PAGE 12
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HWBSL offers family fun at 
annual Fall Fest

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Holland Wales Baseball Softball League members 
shown here are from left to right, in the back row, are 
Andy Saksa, Matthew Greene, Nathan Canty, Stephanie 
Canty, Maddy Saksa, Brianna Breor and Michael Breor. 
Front row, from left to right, are Ryder Saksa, Kelcie 
Greene, Carter Breor, Gavin Canty, Jameson Canty and 
Landon Breor. 

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Liliana O’Connor, Patrick Mullen, Celia Beecher, Natalie 
Mullen and Norah Beecher are all smiles as they ex-
plore the different vehicles in the Fire Department. 

Turley photos by Dallas Gagnon

Patrick, Kaden, Mariska, Bryson, Spencer and Alyssa 
O’Hara share a family photo at Sunday’s event. 

Open house offers fire 
prevention education and fun

27th Memorial Classic Road 
Race to benefit cancer research

Turley photos by Dallas Gagnon

Participants from all over Massachusetts were in atten-
dance at Sunday’s event, including those from neigh-
boring communities such as Ware, Warren, and others 
from as far away as Dalton and Boston. 

Turley Photos by Marcelo Gusmão

Town residents and officials 
cut the ribbon, officially un-
veiling the mural’s completion.

Adams Market Mural expected 
to stand the test of time

HFD hosts eight
 annual open house

Police and community join
together at National Night Out

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Daisy and James Jianaces, of Palmer, sport their face 
paintings while posing for a photo in front of the Palm-
er Police station. 

Photos by Marcelo Gusmão

The Boy Scouts carried flags for the parade.

Veterans Day Parade makes 
its way down Main St. in 

Bondsville

Granite Valley School says 
Thank You to Veterans

Turley Photos by Dan Flynn

Granite Valley students present the Veterans Apprecia-
tion program.

Veterans in attendance stand to be recognized .

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Dori Dagenais and Rick Matzko share a photo while 
stuffing a care package for Matzko’s daughter, Hannah 
Matzko. 

Giving back to those
who give their all

Monson celebrates annual 
Food Truck Festival

Lions Club members Remo and Ginny Pizzichemi, Presi-
dent Kristine Duval, Ann Marie Decoteau, District Gover-
nor Curt Jameson, Karen King and Michael Turgeon are 
all smiles at the annual Monson Food Truck and Music 
Festival. 

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Cedric Daniel, Nora Daniel, Christina Mealey, Tilly Tari-
cano, Kathy Taricano, Ivy Taricano and Scout Taricano 
gathered on the lawn to enjoy the evening’s festivities. 

Hitchcock Free Academy Board of Trustees are shown 
smiling on the newly-repaired pickleball/tennis courts. 
Back row, from left to right, are Joe Ballour, Greg Ma-
jewski, Mark Carron, Joshua Skowyra and Chris Bolte. 
Front row, from left to right, are Sarah Majewski, Genise 
Jackson, Cindy Skowyra, Christina Mealey and Sue 
Gregory. 

Hitchcock presents restored 
recreational courts

Brimfield Old Home Days,
family fun for everyone

Monson Public Safety Night 
Out builds community

Monson Police Chief Stephen Kozloski shares a photo 
with Monson Fire Department members Stephanie Go-
las, Amber Duby, Monson Fire Chief Brian Harris, Lisa 
Hamill and Samantha Shrewsbury. 

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Erika, Luke, Warner, Grant and Hadley Paull participate 
in the annual Public Safety Night Out and share a family 
photo in front of a K-9 cruiser. 

Turley photos by Dallas Gagnon

Light Up Palmer Chair Chris Smith is joined by volun-
teers Betty Koss, Audrey Barone, Elf on the Shelf, Olaf 
and Rudolph at the 2023 annual community celebration.  
More photos on page 7 & 8.

Light Up Palmer

Photos by Marcelo Gusmão

The train from Roaming Railroad did a loop around Main 
Street and Walnut Street.

Cindy Lou Who and the Grinch were making their rounds 
at Saturday’s event. Shown here are Ashley Mundell, 
Teagan Champagne and Mike Champagne

Teacher hosts 30th and final 
Pathfinder car show 

Monson Parks and Rec.
hosts fun in the sun 

Hunter Walker, Logan Derouin, Madelyn Moreau and 
Kailyn Graves-Harrison are shown sitting in the grass 
after playing field games Tuesday morning.

Robots battle at Pathfinder’s 
summer program

Finalists Noah Hansen and Louis Beauregard hold the 
robots they used in the finals.

Turley Photos by Dallas Gagnon

Shown from left to right are Debbie August, Michael 
Plouffe, Craig Sankey, Jason Bushey, Lauren Sankey, 
Tom Cote, Jeanine Sankey, Kris Spaulding, Mason 
Washington, Bonnie Spaulding, Marta Carrey, Glenn 
Sinon, Jeff Ovitt, Adam Holst and Ron Bushey. 

Around the Community 2023Around the Community 2023
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C A N T E R B U R Y T A I L S

Veterinary Clinic

(413) 324-1138

Proudly serving Ware and its surrounding communities

Dogs Cats Rabbits Ferrets

10% Off First Visit 
IF YOU MENTION THIS AD

(New Client Only)

C A N T E R B U R Y T A I L S

Veterinary Clinic

(413) 324-1138

Proudly serving Ware and its surrounding communities

Dogs Cats Rabbits Ferrets

40 East Main Street, Ware

(413) 967-4545LUNCH 
IS ON US! 
We are proud of the culinary experience we 

provide our residents and guests. 
Call 413-758-5377 to schedule your visit!

Contact Mary at 413-758-5377 or  
mdembkowski@cedarbrookvillage.com

73 South Street • Ware, Massachusetts 01082 • CedarbrookVillage.com

INDEPENDENT LIVING

ASSISTED LIVING

MEMORY CARE

WE’D LOVE TO MEET YOU.

. . . and the Winners Are!

HAPPY
NEW YEAR!

Thanks for being such a great community 
of customers and friends.

The Journal Register 
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413.283.8393 • www.turley.com

THANK YOU
For Supporting

Local Journalism

journalregister.turley.com


