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Hampden could merge opioid
funds with other communities

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor
dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN - Following a national
settlement, cities and towns throughout
the state are splitting hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars, as part of a larger sum
paid for by opioid manufactures and dis-
tributors, but Hampden won’t see much
of that.

Town Administrator Bob Markel
provided an update during the Nov. 14
Board of Selectmen meeting.

“The opioid funds are going to be
distributed by a law firm in Virginia over
the next five years. The town is not re-
ceiving all that much. The first year I
believe is $254,” he said.

Whatever money the town does re-
ceive must be spent fighting the opioid
epidemic. To be most effective, Markel

said the state is encouraging towns such
as Hampden to partner with other com-
munities.

“In checking with other administra-
tors in the region, other towns have sig-
nificantly more in opioid distribution,
and we’re going to get together,” he said.
“We have to comply with the guidelines,
meaning we have to expend the money
in pursuit of some kind of opioid abate-
ment program.”

Right now, “nothing is happening,”
but Markel is hopeful that numerous
communities will come together and
pool their resources to establish pro-
grams that address the opioid problem.

Selectboard Chair John Flynn sup-
ports the strategy.

“With such a limited amount at our
disposal, it’s better to treat it region-
ally so we can pool it together. Makes
sense,” he said.

St. Cecilia Knights of Columbus
installs new officers

WILBRAHAM - At its October
meeting, Council 10195 held its Instal-
lation of Officers for its 2022 - 2023
fraternal year. District 8 Deputy Robert
Chartier presided at the ceremony. There
were several of the Officers’ wives in at-
tendance who participated by presenting
medals to their officer husbands.

The slate of Officers for this fraternal
year are: Grand Knight - Ralph Abbott
; Deputy Grand Knight - Ron Hale; Fi-
nancial Secretary - Ken Lynch ; Trea-
surer - Dr. Dave Manning ; Chancellor
- Chris Plasse ; Advocate Dick Butler ;
Warden - Mike Mazzuca ; Guards - Rob-
ert Heap and Joe Lawless ; Trustees -
John Hegarty , Deacon Jim Ziemba , Jim
Rooney - Chaplain Rev. John Conors ;
Lecturer Jared Demetri.

The Council is actively recruiting
new members to join in its many chari-
table faith-based activities. The Knights
encourage any man age 18, or over, who
either wishes to join the Knights or de-
sires more information about our Saint
Cecilia Council to speak with any of our
Officers or other member Knights.
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NFPA urges extra caution when
preparing your feast this Thanksgiving

As Thanksgiving nears, the National
Fire Protection Association urges added
caution when preparing the holiday feast,
as Thanksgiving Day represents the lead-
ing day of the year for home cooking fires.
Between three and four times as many
cooking fires occur on Thanksgiving Day
as a typical day of the year.

“Thanksgiving is a hectic holiday,
with multiple dishes cooking and baking
at the same time, along with lots of guests,
entertaining, and other distractions in the
home that can make it easy to lose sight
of what’s on the stove or in the oven,”
Lorraine Carli, vice president of Outreach
and Advocacy at NFPA, said. “Unattend-
ed cooking is the leading cause of home
cooking fires, so we strongly encourage
people to keep a close eye on what they’re
cooking and to minimize the likelihood of
getting distracted.”

NFPA data shows that cooking was the
leading cause of reported home structure
fires and civilian fire injuries and the sec-
ond-leading cause of civilian fire deaths
and direct property damage, on an annual
average between 2015-2019. On Thanks-
giving Day alone, an estimated 1,400
home cooking fires were reported to U.S.
fire departments in 2019, reflecting a 228
percent increase over the daily average.

“The good news is that the vast ma-
jority of cooking fires are preventable,”
Carli said. “By taking simple steps and
precautions to minimize the likelihood of
having a cooking fire, everyone can enjoy
a festive, fire-safe Thanksgiving.”

Following are tips and recommen-
dations from NFPA to help people cook
safely this Thanksgiving:

Never leave the kitchen while cooking
on the stovetop. Some types of cooking,
especially those that involve frying or

sautéing with oil, need continuous atten-
tion.

When cooking a turkey, remain at
home and check it regularly.

Make use of timers to keep track of
cooking times, particularly for foods that
require longer cook times.

Keep things that can catch fire like
oven mitts, wooden utensils, food wrap-
pers, and towels at least three feet away
from the cooking area.

Avoid long sleeves and hanging fab-
rics that can come in contact with a heat
source.

Always cook with a lid beside your
pan. If you have a fire, slide the lid over
the pan and turn off the burner. Do not
remove the cover because the fire could
start again. Let the pan cool for a long
time. Never throw water or use a fire ex-
tinguisher on the fire.

For an oven fire, turn off the heat and
keep the door closed. Only open the door
once you’re confident the fire is complete-
ly out, standing to the side as you do. If
you have any doubts or concerns, contact
the fire department for assistance.

Keep children at least three feet away
from the stove. Kids should also stay
away from hot foods and liquids, as steam
or splash from these items could cause se-
vere burns.

In addition, NFPA strongly discour-
ages the use of turkey fryers that use
cooking oil, which can cause devastating
burns. For a safe alternative, NFPA rec-
ommends purchasing a fried turkey from
a grocery store or restaurant or buying a
fryer that does not use oil.

For this release and other announce-
ments about NFPA initiatives, research
and resources, please visit the NFPA press
room.

PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING

The Wilbraham Planning
Board will hold a Public
Hearing on Wednesday,
December 7, 2022, at 5:45
PM in the Town Office
Building, 240 Springfield
Street, on the application
of Christopher Parent, to
authorize the construction of
a detached accessory build-
ing (shed/cabana) at 7 Porter
Drive, with a building foot-
print of 800 square feet.
This proposed structure will
exceed the total allowed
accessory building footprint
of 480 square feet and require
a special permit under sec-
tion 4.4.8 of the Wilbraham
Zoning By-law as indicated
on plans and further spec-
ified on information on file
in the Planning Office and
posted for public viewing on
the Planning Board page of
the Town of Wilbraham web-
site at www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/123/Planning-Board.
Both in person and virtual
participation are available to
the public. To view and par-
ticipate in this public hearing
virtually on your computer,
at the above date and time,
go to https://global.gotomeet-
ing.com/join/971281717;

Meeting ID No.: 971-281-
717. To call into the hearing
via telephone, dial: (866)
899-4679 and use the Access
Code: 971-281-717.
John McCloskey
Chair
11/17, 11/24/2022

Wilbraham Community
Preservation Committee
Annual Public Hearing
The Wilbraham Commun-
ity Preservation Committee
will hold its annual Public
Hearing on Thursday,
December 8, 2022 at 6:00
pm at the Wilbraham Town
Hall, 240 Springfield Street in
the Board of Selectmen con-
ference room. The purpose
of the hearing is to provide
a forum to gather input from
the general public as it relates
to Community Preservation
efforts in Wilbraham in the
categories of Open Space,
Historic Buildings and
Resources, Recreation,
and Community Housing.
Members of other munici-
pal boards and committees,
as well as, Wilbraham Town
employees are encouraged
to attend. The hearing will
be followed by a regular
meeting of the Community
Preservation Committee. The

agenda for both the hearing
and regular meeting will be
posted on the Town Hall out-
door bulletin board and on the
towns website at https://www.
wilbraham-ma.gov/ at least
48 hours prior to the meeting
time and date. The commit-
tee may be contacted at cpc-
chair@wilbraham-ma.gov.
John Broderick
Chair CPC
11724, 12/01/2022

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.
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