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Public NoticesPublic Notices

SportsSports
Olympic team among eligible Hall of Fame candidates

SPRINGFIELD – The Naismith Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame announced the 
list of eligible candidates for the Class 
of 2024, including several high-pro-
file, first-time nominees, including the 
2008 U.S. Olympic Men’s Basketball 
Team (“Redeem Team”), Vince Carter, 
Seimone Augustus, Bill Laimbeer, Rick 
Barnes, Mike Fratello and Penny Taylor. 

A first look at the list of eligible nom-
inees will be provided by “NBA Today” 
on ESPN, hosted by Malika Andrews, 
with Class of 2023 Hall of Famer Becky 
Hammon, Kendrick Perkins, Chiney Og-
wumike, and Brian Windhorst. A com-
plete list of eligible candidates can be 
found below.

Finalists from the Honor’s Com-
mittee for the Class of 2024 will be an-
nounced on Friday, February 16, in Indi-
anapolis, Indiana, during NBA All-Star 
Weekend.

The entire Class of 2024 will be un-
veiled during the NCAA Final Four in 
Phoenix, Arizona, on Saturday, April 6, 
in a nationally televised broadcast.

The announcement time and broad-
cast network for both the Finalist and 
the Class Announcement will be an-
nounced in the near future.

Enshrinement weekend will begin 
at the Mohegan Sun on Friday, August 
16, with the Tip-Off Celebration and 
Awards Gala, followed by the Enshrine-

ment ceremony on Saturday, August 17, 
at Springfield’s historic Symphony Hall.

VIP Packages for the Hall of Fame 
Enshrinement Weekend will go on sale 
on Friday, February 16. All single-event 
tickets to the Ceremony, Tip Off Cel-
ebration, and Awards Gala, as well as 
other ancillary events, will go on sale on 
Saturday, April 6, at 12:00 p.m. EST. All 
packages and tickets will be available 
for purchase at hoophall.com.

The complete listing of events and 
pricing will be released by Feb. 1.

The Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame 
also announced changes to its election 
process that will more carefully exam-
ine candidates from the International, 

Men’s Veteran’s, Women’s Veteran’s, and 
Contributor Committees. Since 2011, 
the Hall of Fame has allowed these cat-
egories to be stand-alone ‘direct-elect’ 
committees with the objective of en-
suring candidates who may have ‘fallen 
through the cracks’ received focused 
and specialized consideration in these 
various categories. The Election Pro-
cess Committee has determined that 
this objective of more acute consider-
ation has been met during this 12-year 
period, and now candidates put forth 
from these categories will revert back to 
the previous and traditional process of 
being presented for final consideration 
to the Honors Committee for election.

T-birds coach gets call to NHL, 
named interim coach of Blues
Daniel Tkaczuk will take over 
as interim head coach

SPRINGFIELD – On Dec. 13, St. 
Louis  Blues  President of Hockey Op-
erations and General Manager  Doug 
Armstrong  announced the team has  re-
lieved  Craig Berube  of his coaching du-
ties and named Springfield Thunderbirds 
head coach Drew Bannister interim head 
coach.   Bannister will travel to St. Louis 
on Wednesday and serve his first game 
behind the bench on Thursday when the 
Blues host the Ottawa Senators.  

Bannister, 49, has spent the past three 
seasons with the Blues’ AHL affiliate in 
Springfield, leading the team to a 93-58-
19 regular-season record.   The Belleville, 
Ontario, native has also guided the Thun-
derbirds to consecutive playoff appear-
ances, including 2021-22, when they won 
the Eastern Conference and reached the 
Calder Cup Final.

Bannister began his coaching career 
in the Ontario Hockey League (OHL), 
where he spent three seasons as an assis-
tant with Owen Sound and three as head 
coach with the Soo Greyhounds.  He also 
served as head coach of the AHL’s San An-
tonio Rampage and as an associate coach 
with the Utica Comets.  As a player, Ban-
nister’s career spanned over 20 years and 
included 164 NHL regular-season games 
between the Tampa Bay Lightning, Ed-
monton Oilers, Anaheim Mighty Ducks, 
and New York Rangers.

In addition, Thunderbirds general 
manager  Kevin Maxwell  has announced 

that  Daniel Tkaczuk  will take over the 
head coaching duties in Springfield on an 
interim basis.

Tkaczuk, 44, joined the St. Louis Blues 
organization in 2016 as an assistant coach 
with the club’s AHL affiliate, the Chicago 
Wolves. After spending the 2017-18 sea-
son as a Skills Coach with the Blues, he 
rejoined the AHL affiliate as an assistant 
coach under Bannister in 2018, a role he 
has held ever since, including a promo-
tion to Associate Head Coach in 2022.

The Toronto, Ontario native began his 
coaching career in the OHL as an assis-
tant coach with the Owen Sound Attack 
from 2011-15 before spending the 2015-
16 season with the Kitchener Rangers. 
Tkaczuk and Bannister were co-assistant 
coaches with Owen Sound from 2012-15.

Tkaczuk was the sixth overall draft 
pick in the 1997 NHL Draft by the Calgary 
Flames and played 12 professional sea-
sons in both North America and Europe. 
As a member of the Saint John Flames, 
Tkaczuk captured a Calder Cup champi-
onship in 2000-01. He was tied for second 
among Flames skaters with 10 goals in 
the Calder Cup Playoffs that season.

In 286 AHL games with Saint John, the 
Worcester IceCats, Bridgeport Sound Ti-
gers, Charlotte, Syracuse, Rochester, and 
Hartford, Tkaczuk posted 59 goals and 
109 assists for 168 points. He was a career 
point-per-game performer in the playoffs, 
scoring 14 goals and adding 17 assists in 
29 career Calder Cup playoff contests. Tk-
aczuk also skated in 19 NHL games with 
Calgary, putting up 11 points ( four goals, 
seven assists) in the 2000-01 season.

Granite State announces 
Pro Stock Series 2024 schedule

WALPOLE, N.H. – Granite State Pro 
Stock Series officials announced Friday the 
schedule of events for the 2024 racing sea-
son. The series slate includes a nine-race 
championship battle spread from May to 
October, with the championship event tak-
ing place at Lee USA Speedway’s October-
fest weekend.

The Granite State Pro Stock Series will 
visit five different tracks in 2024: Lee, Star 
Speedway, Claremont Motorsports Park, 
Riverside Speedway and Speedway 95. The 
schedule begins with the annual 100-lap 
spring event at Star Speedway in Epping, 
New Hampshire, this year on Saturday, 
May 4 with a Friday night practice on May 
3. From there, teams will roll to Claremont 
Motorsports Park for the Memorial Day 
weekend, with a main event set for Sunday, 
May 26.

On Saturday, June 8, the series will make 
the first of two visits to Lee USA Speedway. 
That will be followed by the first of two 
races at Hermon, Maine’s Speedway 95 on 
Saturday, June 16. After a few weeks off, the 
schedule continues with a return to Clare-
mont for Independence Day weekend on 
Friday, July 5 with a special event. 

The high-banks of Hudson Internation-
al Speedway will host the series again on 
Sunday, July 14, while Riverside Speedway 
returns to the schedule with an event on 
Saturday, August 10. The final two events of 
the year will take place at Speedway 95 on 
Sunday, September 15 and Lee’s October-
fest weekend, where the champion will be 
decided, on Saturday and Sunday, October 
5-6.

“Our 2024 schedule is shaping up to be 

one of the best in our history,” Mike Parks, 
President of the Granite State Pro Stock Se-
ries, said. “Return trips to places like Star, 
Speedway 95, Lee USA and Riverside, mixed 
with us getting back on the high-banks of 
Hudson, will produce an exciting champi-
onship battle for fans to follow during the 
summer of 2024.”

Additional information regarding the 
2024 Granite State Pro Stock Series sched-
ule including event registrations, rules and 
more will be available soon. For the latest 
news, fans and teams are encouraged to 
visit gspss.net and follow the series on so-
cial media.

2024 Granite State 
Pro Stock Series Schedule

Saturday, May 4 
Star Speedway - Epping, N.H. 

Sunday, May 26
Claremont Motorsports Park - 

Claremont, N.H. 
Saturday, June 8

Lee USA Speedway - Lee, N.H.
Sunday, June 16

Speedway 95 - Hermon, Maine
Friday, July 5

Claremont Motorsports Park - 
Claremont, N.H. 
Sunday, July 14

Hudson International Speedway - 
Hudson, N.H.

Saturday, August 10
Riverside Speedway - Groveton, N.H. 

Sunday, September 15
Speedway 95 - Hermon, Maine
Saturday/Sunday October 5-6
Lee USA Speedway, Lee, N.H.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given by 

Langonet Towing pursuant to 
the provisions of G.L. c.255, 
Section 39A, that on January 
2, 2024 at 63 Ramah Cir S, 
Agawam the following Motor 
Vehicles will be sold at pri-
vate sale to satisfy the garage-
keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, and 
expenses of notices and sale 
of said vehicle.
2000 Toyota 4Runner
VIN: JT3HN86R8Y0289699
Gary Croteau
14 Meadow Ave
Agawam, MA 01001
12/14, 12/21, 12/28/2023

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069  •  413-283-8393  •  www.turley.com

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE

In observance of NEW YEAR’S
PUBLIC NOTICES 

WILL HAVE AN EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice no later than

Thurs., Dec. 28 NoonThurs., Dec. 28 Noon

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy
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Schools seeking increase of 3.25%
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By Mike Lydick
aan@turley.com

School Supt. William Sapelli recently unveiled a proposed budget for fi scal 2017 that will provide an additional $1.3 million for the town’s schools — a 3.25 percent increase.Sapelli is proposing to increase School Department spending to $42,365,720 from the current fi scal 2016 budget of $41.03 mil-lion. Th is year’s budget had repre-sented a 2.7 percent increase over 

the previous year. Th e proposed increase is smaller, however, than the $2 million and $1.8 million hikes in fi scal 2015 and 2014, re-spectively. 
Sapelli presented his initial “draft” budget proposal during a meeting of the School Com-mittee’s budget and fi nance sub-committee Feb. 23. Other School Committee members and several city councilors also attended the meeting. Sapelli gave an overview of the budget’s bottom line, and said more specifi cs would be pro-

vided at a later meeting with ad-ministrators from each school.Th e largest chunk of the bud-get is salaries, which will account for 81 percent of spending, and are set to increase by $1.6 mil-lion. Sapelli added that because collective bargaining contacts for fi ve diff erent employee units are expiring and must be renegoti-ated, he has built in a variable to account for possible salary in-creases.
Th e other budget increases to-tal nearly $129,000 and include:

• Athletic and transportation contract services: $16,396• Regular education transpor-tation services: $48,210• Out-of-district tuition for non-special services (Lower Pio-neer Valley Education Collab-orative and vocational/technical schools): $40,135• Instructional technologies supplies (classroom presentation equipment): $24,000

By Michael J. Ballwaymballway@turley.com
Agawam followed an over-whelming state and national trend by giving Donald Trump a wide Republican mandate in Tuesday’s presidential primary election.

Democratic voters in town echoed the choice of most small- or mid-sized towns outside the I-495 belt in backing Bernie Sand-ers, ensuring that he will pick up several delegates in Massachu-setts despite Hillary Clinton’s higher vote total in the state as a whole.
According to unoffi  cial fi g-ures released Tuesday night by the town clerk’s offi  ce, turnout in Agawam was 34 percent of registered voters, with about 10 percent more Democratic than Republican ballots pulled — 3,775to 3,417 In th

A’s for effort

Trump 
sweeps 
Agawam, 
state

Town Dems boost Sanders, but Clinton ekes out Mass. victory
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