January 26, 2023

N

By Barb Turcotte

I've been so excited to share this since
my first encounter with Peter and Kelly
Elias. My first reaction was what an amaz-
ing couple then became even more im-
pressed by their humbleness when we met
to talk about the why’s of their Random
Act of Kindness.

This past year, I've had the joy of
working per diem as a Life Enrichment
Assistant at Keystone Commons, an In-
dependent/Assisted Living facility located
in Ludlow. One of the many activities is
bringing residents out for lunch which is
where this story begins.

One resident Shirley started a conver-
sation with Peter and Kelly while interact-
ing with their then 14-month-old, Noah.
When on outings residents are responsible
for their own expenses. As the waitress be-
gan dispersing our checks Kelly whispered
to Shirley her check had been taken care
of. Then to our surprise the waitress di-
vulged they’d covered everyone’s lunches
at our table, all 10 of us! There were gasps
of disbelief and gratitude as everyone hov-
ered around them with thanks, appreciat-
ing their gesture. Having had the opportu-
nity for over a year of writing stories for
community papers about Random Acts of
Kindness, I immediately approached them
to ask if I could write about their kindness
and they agreed which is why you’re hear-
ing about this amazing and very generous
couple.

Peter, from a previous marriage has
two children, a 17-year-old son, a senior
in high school, and a 21-year-old daughter,
a senior in college, and now he and Kelly
have Noah. Kelly previously fostered 10 to
15 children but that ended when she met
and adopted her now nine-year-old son.
Her son was non-verbal and with the op-
portunities she afforded him, he currently
attends a regular third-grade class. What
an amazing life this young man now has
thanks to her!

I knew there had to be more stories
with these two because people who do
these types of things, “It’s’ not their first
rodeo,” as the saying goes.

My first question
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selves, they did share with pride some of
the things they’re involved with. One is
their contributions to “Autism Speaks,” by
participating with their cars in car shows
at the Big E to raise money for this cause.
In addition they’re also involved with the
Dream Ride Experience which is the sig-
nature fundraising event of the Hometown
Foundation, Inc. This supports individuals
with intellectual or developmental disabil-
ities and honors these men, women, and
children living in our communities.

There are so many more things I could
share with you about this incredible cou-
ple but you get the jest of who these won-
derful people are. Plus, I wouldn’t have
room to tell you the surprise ending to our
meeting!

When I asked Peter if he was from
Wilbraham, he shared he’d grown up in
Springfield and amazingly only a couple
miles from me. When I asked what middle
school he’d gone too; could it be? Yep, it
was the same one my son had gone to and
in fact they knew each other well! He’d
actually spent time at my house with all
the other neighborhood kids, but we didn’t
recognize each other! When they say it’s a
small world they certainly aren’t kidding!
Can you imagine our amazement at the
chances of it unfolding like this!!

The perfect ending to what I think is a
remarkable story for so many reasons is,
Keystone Commons residents have been
so inspired by Peter and Kelly’s generosity
that each month we’ll be supporting a lo-
cal charity with our own Random Acts of
Kindness. Check our Facebook page and
support our efforts. This is a great exam-
ple of how kindness inspires others!

If would like to tell me a story about
a Random Act of Kindness please contact
me at bdt514@aol.com or 413-788-7514.
You don’t need one, but if you’d like to
have a predesigned flyer to include with
your next gesture, let me know. It’s a way
to keep the memory alive long after the
gesture is done. Who knows, you might
see your story in this column, ‘Just ‘Cause’
you witnessed, did or received something
nice being done. See you next month with
another Random Act of Kindness!
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of course was, why?
Peter explained they
don’t generally tell
people when they do
things, they just do
them anonymous-
ly but the waitress
identified them this
time. He went onto
share that his dad had
passed when he sev-
en years old and his
mother brought up he
and his two younger
siblings, but always
found a way to give
to others. He said she
doesn’t go out often
and
heart to see a group of
women her age laugh-

office at 24 Water St.

Do you enjoy writing . . .
Are you good at multitasking . ..
Are you a strong leader. ..

WE WANT YOU!!

Turley Publications is seeking an energetic candidate who loves telling stories to
be the editor for a weekly publication. This full-time position is based in our Palmer

The successful candidate will have strong community journalism skills. They must
also be able to manage a staff writer, copy edit submitted items and staff stories,
and guide coverage. The editor is also expected to gather news and write stories
for the two papers as well as for other occasional companywide publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision for growing and connecting with our
valued readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community journalism.

Qualifications should include:

it warmed his « Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience

« Willingness to mentor a staff writer and correspondents

« Editing experience and ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-
driven environment

ing and enjoying each « Proficiency in Associated Press style

other’s company. He
explained they’re in a
good place in life right
now and just wanted
to do this. What an

publication.

Turley%

» Management experience and/or experience managing content for a print

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to

amazing gesture!!
Peter graduated in
1998 with a Mechan-
ical Engineering de-
gree and then in 2016
became the proprietor
of his own business in
West Springfield de-
veloping and working
on aerospace projects.
Though very hum-
ble and embarrassed
talking about them-

Publications, Inc.

www.turley.com

ekennedy@turley.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE
This ad is pursuant to MA
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A
as of February 10, 2023 the
following motor vehicles will
be for sale to satisfy a garage
keepers lien:

1996 Buick Lesabre

VIN: IG4HR52K8TH415203
COLOR: Blue

LKO: Connor Nash Greer
58 Grassy Gutter Rd
Longmeadow MA

2003 Honda Accord

VIN: IHGCM56663A119231
COLOR: Blue

LKO: Danielle Fournier

373 Apremont Highway
Holyoke MA 01040

2003 Acura TL

VIN: 1I9UUAS56663A089127
CoLoR: White

LKO: Mycherie Ramos

145 Chapin Terr.
Springfield MA

2008 Dodge/Avenger
VIN:1B3LC46KX8N647557
COLOR: White
LKO: Carlos A Pagan
32 Montcalm St
Indian Orchard MA
R & S Assoc. Inc.
Wilbraham MA
413-596-4374
1/26, 2/02, 2/09/2023

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD22P0475EA
Estate of:

Richard M Stevko
Date of Death: 07/23/2021
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:

A Petition for S/A
-Formal Probate of Will

with Appointment of
Personal Representative
has been filed by Lorraine
E Stevko of Hampden MA
requesting that the Court enter
a formal Decree and Order
and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: Lorraine E Stevko of
Hampden MA be appointed
as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond
in unsupervised administra-
tion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to
obtain a copy of the Petition
from the Petitioner or at
the Court. You have a right
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written
appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
02/16/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance
and objection followed by

an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of
the return day, action may
be taken without further
notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not
required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested
in the estate are entitled to
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the
Personal Representative
and may petition the Court
in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M. Hyland, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: January 19, 2023
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
1/26/2023

S

A

P Y

L S
A
T
F
@)
R

M R E

A S

B|lI |C

I |V I]A

E|E|P

S|S|E

position.

W"Tr

F
P £l

WS,

Do you like to write . ..

Are you able to tell a story ...
Are you interested in local news . ..

Do you like being part of a community. . .

WE WANT YOU!!

We are looking for talented writers to join our team,
and contribute to our weekly community newspapers.

Award-winning, family-owned Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking
a storyteller who is curious about everything, and who understands how town
government works to join our team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge plus, and any experience in
community journalism is as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and fires. Successful candidates
must have people skills, plenty of curiosity and are able to tell a story.

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community journalism and who can envision
themselves connecting with our communities, we encourage you to apply for this

Qualifications should include:
e Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
e A determination to get the story, whatever it might be
e Equally comfortable writing hard news, features and event

coverage

e Ability to write clean copy in a fast-
paced, deadline-driven environment

e Proficiency in Associated Press style

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be a good fit for our writer position
and send it along with a resume and three writing samples to:

TurIeyB

Publications, Inc.

Eileen Kennedy, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to ekennedy@turley.com




