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Sports

Registration now open for Quabbin Valley baseball

The Quabbin Valley Over-28 Baseball
League is looking to infuse new talent into
its league for the 2024 season.

Registration for the 2024 season is now
open and any interested players can go
to www.quabbinvalleybaseball.org to get
registered, or to seek more information
or make inquiries about the league. The
league website will also be updated over
the next month with information about the

upcoming season.

There are many open roster spots avail-
ablein theleague for the 2024 season, which
is tentatively scheduled to begin on Sun-
day, April 21. The league plays most Sunday
from late April through late August with
playoffs following that. The league plays a
15-game schedule and typically fields six
teams each year. Games are usually played
at 10 a.m. with fields in Easthampton and

South Hadley normally used.

The Quabbin Valley league is an all-abil-
ities league and all are welcome to join. El-
igibility is players who are age 28 and over.
You must be 30 to be eligible to pitch in the
league. Your age for eligibility is whatev-
er age you will turn in 2024. The league is
also able to entertaining taking in an entire
group as a team to add to the league. Please
email the league board for to inquire about

entering a team.

The league is currently in the process
of preparing for the 2024 season and held
a meeting on Feb. 18 to discussion plans
for the upcoming season. The next meet-
ing is scheduled for Sunday March 24 at
11:40 a.m. at the Hangar Pub & Grill in
South Hadley. All are welcome to attend
the meeting, ask questions and express in-
terest in joining,.

Springfield Thunderbirds suffer
loss to Bridgeport Islanders

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. — The Spring-
field Thunderbirds (24-22-3-2) fell to the
Bridgeport Islanders (16-28-6-1) on Sun-
day afternoon at Total Mortgage Arena by
a final score of 5-3.

Things appeared to be starting well
for the T-Birds on this day, as Sam Bitten
cashed in for his first career AHL goal at
the 8:19 mark of the first period when
he arrived at the top of the crease and
jammed a Drew Callin centering pass
through Henrik Tikkanen’s legs to make it
1-0 for the visitors.

Springfield increased the lead to 2-0 at
12:54 when Ryan Suzuki sent an alley-oop
through the neutral zone that landed in-
side the Islander blue line. Jakub Vrana ac-
celerated to beat the Bridgeport defender
to the puck and then slid a backhand shot
through Tikkanen to extend the lead on
his ninth goal of the season.

55 seconds after the Vrana tally,
though, the Islanders made their way to
the scoresheet as Tyce Thompson got a
step behind the defense and lifted a per-
fect backhand shot over Colten Ellis to
cut the lead to 2-1 heading into the first
intermission.

The second period began uneventful-
ly, but Suzuki changed matters when he
powered down the right wing, protecting
the puck before elevating a forehand chip
shot over Tikkanen to make it a 3-1 game
at 6:34 of the period.

Ellis remained busy but strong as the

AGAWAM ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that
the Agawam Zoning Board
of Appeals will hold a pub-
lic hearing at the Agawam

Senior Center, 954 Main St.,  Street. raised here in Agawam, Feed-
Agawam, MA on Monday, Doreen A. Prouty ing Hills, and West Springfield
March 11, 2024 at 6:30PM Chairperson will go to the Parish Cupboard
for all parties interested in Zoning Board of Appeals in West Springfield. Last year
the request of Recai Bayram, 02/29/24 ’ ’
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who is seeking a Special
Permit in accordance with the
Town of Agawam’s Zoning
Ordinances Ch. 180, Sections
17 and 8.1 to allow for the
keeping of hens at the prem-
ises identified as 31 Reed

period entered its final three minutes en
route to a career-high 49 saves. Unfortu-
nately for the T-Birds, Bridgeport All-Star
Ruslan Iskhakov snapped a goal drought
dating back to Jan. 15 to singlehandedly
pull the Isles even. First, the crafty cent-
erman made his way to the edge of the
crease near the right circle, beating Ellis
on a second chance after the T-Bird goal-
ie made a strong reactionary save on the
first attempt. That tally cut the score to
3-2 at 17:08.

Not even two minutes later, now with
under a minute to go in the period, Iskha-
kov delivered the equalizer with a one-
time rocket off a circle-to-circle pass from
Matt Maggio, and Bridgeport headed into
the dressing room with new life in the 3-3
game.

The Islanders were relentless in the
final 20 minutes, managing 22 shots on
the T-Birds net. Ellis and the Springfield
defense held the fort as long as they could
before a Sam Bolduc point wrister glanced
off traffic and skipped past Ellis to give
Bridgeport the lead for good at 11:34 of
the third. Hudson Fasching rounded out
the scoring with a power-play marker into
an empty net in the closing seconds.

The T-Birds' busy stretch continues
next Friday in Providence as they tangle
with the Bruins at Amica Mutual Pavilion.
Springfield returns home on Saturday
when they host the Laval Rocket at 7:05
p.m. at the MassMutual Center.

proaches.

A portion (25%) of the funds

Worcester Railers wraps up
road trip with loss to Florida

ESTERO, FL - The Worcester Railers
HC (22-22-4-2, 50pts) lost to the Florida
Everblades (27-15-7-2, 63pts) on Saturday
night by the final score of 5-3 in front of a
crowd of 7,650 at Hertz Arena. The Railers
have wrapped up their six-game southern
road trip and return to the DCU Center
against the Trois-Rivieres Lions on Satur-
day, March 2nd at 7:05pm.

The Everblades opened the scoring
with goals from Sean Josling (1-2-3) and
Joe Pendenza (1-1-2) just 2:43 apart to
grab a 2-0 lead. Worcester responded 27
seconds later as Jack Quinlivan (1-0-1)
wrapped a backhander behind the net
past Johnson to make it 2-1 going into
the second. Worcester kept the pressure
on the Everblades in the second as they
added on two more from Zsombor Garat
(1-1-2) and Andrei Bakanov (1-0-1) to take
their first lead of the night going into the
third at 3-2. Florida took the lead in the
third thanks to goals from Will Reilly (1-
0-1), Mark Senden (1-0-1) and an empty
netter from Brett Davis (1-0-1) to take the
game 5-3.

Florida controlled the pace of play
across the first fourteen minutes in the
first, culminating in the game’s first goal.
Sean Josling (14th) received a backdoor
pass from Oliver Chau who received the
puck from Pendenza below the goal line
to bury it past Cole Ceci in net for Worces-
ter to put the Everblades ahead 1-0. With
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55 Walkers raised more than
$9,700.00 through the CROP Hunger Walk.

This year’s event will take place at Feeding Hills Unit-
ed Church of Christ, 21 North Westfield St., on Sunday
April 28. Together, our local communities and some
1,000 others nationwide are joining together in interfaith
CROP Hunger Walks around the theme “Ending hunger

A

ENDING HUNGER ONE STEP AT A TIME

Florida on the power play 2:43 later in the
period, Joe Pendenza turned on a one-tim-
er and sent it past Ceci as Florida led 2-0
late in the period. Jack Quinlivan (4th)
responded for Worcester just 27 seconds
later. He took the puck off the stick of
Zsombor Garat and wrapped it with his
backhand inside the near post from be-
neath the net to get Worcester to within
one heading into the second.

Worcester picked up the only goals in
the second. Zsombor Garat (1st) ham-
mered a heavy one-timer on the pow-
er-play from Trevor Cosgrove for his first
professional North American goal. His
marker tied the game at the 7:29 mark of
the second. Later in the period with 4:51
left in the second, Andrei Bakanov (7th)
ripped a wrister past the blocker of Cam
Johnson following a perfect drop pass
from Anthony Callin to give Worcester the
3-2 lead entering the third.

The Everblades would be the only team
to score in the third period. First it was
Will Reilly (6th) on a wrister from the
point that beat Ceci blocker side to tie the
game 3-3 just 7:49 into the frame. From
there, Mark Senden (9th) found the puck
barreling down the left wing and buried
it through the legs of Ceci to make it 4-3
Florida. Brett Davis (3rd) sealed the deal
for Florida with an empty netter with just
1:31 remaining in the game to give Florida
the win and the final score of 5-3.

Help world hunger one step at a time

AGAWAM - Looking to make a difference in our lo-
cal community and in communities worldwide, the Aga-
wam/West Springfield CROP Hunger Walk has set a goal
of 100 Walkers and hopes to raise $10,000 to help end
hunger and poverty through long-term sustainable ap-

Many of the Walkers will be proclaiming their solidar-
ity with the millions of neighbors around the world who
have to walk to live, as well as with the millions served by
local food pantries, food banks and meal sites here in the
U.S. from combating droughts to providing agricultural

training to stocking shelves in
hundreds of food pantries across
the United States, CROP Hunger
Walks are fighting hunger.
Churches, school teams, civic
groups and groups of friends are
urged to take part this spring.

There will be a CROP Team Captain’s Rally on Satur-
day, March 2 at Feeding Hills UCC at 9 a.m. CROP pro-
motion material packets will be available, as well as re-
freshments. For more information, please contact CROP
Coordinator Diana Forfa at drforfa@hotmail.com or by
calling 413-739-6608. Learn more about CROP at www.

date and place.

funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.
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newspaper title.

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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