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Registration now open to take part in Bay State Games
WOBURN – Registration for the 42nd 

annual Bay State Summer Games is now 
open. The 2024 Summer Games will in-
clude thirty sports with competitions 
from May 11 – July 27 at venues through-
out eastern and central Massachusetts 
including Game On in Fitchburg, Boston 
Sports Institute in Wellesley, Union Point 
Sports Complex in Weymouth, and North 
Star Ice Sports in Westborough. Bay State 
Games participants range in age from 5 
to over age 75 and represent more than 
300 Massachusetts communities as well 
as surrounding New England States in 
some sports. From grassroots partici-
pants to accomplished amateur athletes, 
the Bay State Games provide opportuni-
ties for the athlete in all of us. 

Seven high school showcase sports 
will take place for a variety of sports, in-
cluding baseball, basketball, field hockey, 
ice hockey, soccer, softball, and volley-
ball. Athletes currently in grade 8-11 who 
live or go to school in Massachusetts are 
eligible to attend regional tryouts during 

the month of June. These tryouts will de-
termine teams representing the various 
regions of the Commonwealth that will 
compete against each other in July. Check 
each sport page for specific eligibility re-
quirements.

The Summer Games include a wide 
variety of individual sports including 
swimming, track & field, figure skating, 
pickleball, wrestling, weightlifting, bad-
minton, and more. These sports are open 
to a wide range of ages and skill levels 
from youth participants to masters-aged 
athletes. Adaptive sport divisions in ar-
chery, swimming, and track & field are of-
fered, as well. Bay State Games also orga-
nizes tournaments for pre-existing teams 
in rugby, and 6v6 field hockey. 

Returning in 2024, Table Tennis will 
take place on June 1 at PingPod in Boston 
after a 5-year hiatus from the Summer 
Games sport lineup. New venues include 
Babson College, which will host the Girls 
Basketball Showcase, and NorthStar Ice 
Sports, which will host Figure Skating 

and the Girls Ice Hockey Showcase. Game 
On in Fitchburg will serve as a hub venue 
for eight sports. Bay State Games expects 
1,500 athletes and their families to attend 
competitions at Game On during the sec-
ond week of July. 

Bay State Games is pleased to an-
nounce a new partnership with Marathon 
Sports to provide athletes, officials, and 
volunteers with a special, traditional Bay 
State Games gift. Details will be released 
later in March. 

“We are excited to present the 2024 
version of the Bay State Summer Games 
where Massachusetts amateur athletes of 
all ages and abilities can have their ‘Time 
to Shine,’” said Kevin Cummings, Exec-
utive Director of the Bay State Games. 
“This year will feature the addition of ta-
ble tennis and ultimate as well as several 
new host venues including Babson Col-
lege in Wellesley, Howard Park and Ma-
plewood Park in Malden and NorthStar 
Ice Sports in Westborough. We look for-
ward to welcoming athletes from across 

the Commonwealth as we celebrate 
the 42nd year of the Bay State Summer 
Games.” 

An additional feature in 2024 is that in 
over a dozen sports, athletes who win a 
gold, silver, or bronze medal at the 2024 
Bay State Games will qualify to partici-
pate in the 2024 State Games of America 
in San Diego, California. The State Games 
of America features more than 8,000 ath-
letes from over 25 different state games 
programs nationwide. To see the list of 
qualifying sports, please visit www.state-
gamesofamerica.com.

In addition to sports programming, 
Bay State Games offer college scholar-
ships, a sportsmanship initiative, college 
internship opportunities, and a High 
School Ambassador program. 

For more information on all sports in 
the 2024 Summer Games, links to online 
registration, and information on other 
programs, go to www.baystategames.org. 

For questions, email info@baystate-
games.org or call 781-932-6555.
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Springfield Thunderbirds rebound to defeat Syracuse Crunch
SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield Thun-

derbirds (28-29-3-2) got a hat trick from 
one of their key stars en route to a 6-4 tri-
umph over the Syracuse Crunch (35-20-4-
2) on Saturday night before the 11th con-
secutive sellout crowd of 6,793 inside the 
MassMutual Center.

It was the home team that drew first 
blood on the scoreboard. Right winger 
Will Bitten intercepted a Syracuse pass in 
Springfield’s defensive zone and went in 
alone on a breakaway. Bitten made a nifty 
forehand to backhand move before tucking 
the puck past Syracuse netminder Hugo 
Alnefelt, notching his 14th goal of the sea-
son and giving the T-Birds a 1-0 lead at 3:37 
of the first.

Unfortunately, the Springfield lead 
slipped away in the waning seconds of Syr-
acuse’s first power play. After taking off on 
a rush up-ice into the T-Birds zone, Felix 
Robert filtered a pass into the blue paint 
that glanced off a defender before slipping 
in past Vadim Zherenko at 16:22.

The T-Birds, though, responded in kind 
and regained their one-goal lead with less 

than a minute to play in the opening peri-
od. After a brief give-and-go between Hugh 
McGing and Hunter Skinner at the offen-
sive blue line, Skinner made a terrific pass 
through traffic to the left-wing side.  Ryan 
Suzuki received the pass and wasted no 
time whistling a release  past Alnefelt on 
the glove side of the net for his 10th tally on 
the year. That marker gave the T-Birds a 2-1 
lead going into the first intermission, and 
Zherenko made that stand up with a sensa-
tional diving stop on Waltteri Merela with 
barely a second remaining on the clock on 
a crease scramble at the end of the frame.

It only took 30 seconds for the Thun-
derbirds to add to their lead in the sec-
ond. Mikhail Abramov found his linemate 
Jakub Vrana streaking down the left wing 
on a stretch pass. Vrana took the feed and 
ripped a perfect shot past the glove of the 
Syracuse netminder to give Springfield a 
3-1 lead.

Still, Syracuse would not  go away as 
they narrowed the Springfield lead back 
to one less than three minutes later. Af-
ter a Syracuse shot took a crazy carom 

off the plexiglass behind Zherenko, the 
puck found the stick of Crunch defense-
man Devante Stephens, who quickly spun 
a turnaround shot through Zherenko to 
make it 3-2 at 2:44.

Tempers flared shortly thereafter 
as Sam Bitten and Tyson Feist dropped the 
gloves at the 14:11 mark of the period. As he 
had done all season, Bitten’s fight fired up 
the sold-out crowd in the Thunderdome, 
and it, in turn, led to offensive fireworks 
a few minutes later. After Quinn Schmie-
mann was called for a hooking infraction, 
Will Bitten got his second of the night, 
taking advantage of a crazy carom off the 
corner glass that skittered right to him in 
front of Alnefelt. While the Crunch goalie 
got a piece, the puck squeezed home, and 
the two-goal lead was restored, 4-2, at 9:59 
of the middle frame.

Vrana and Bitten’s line was not done, 
either. As the game went to 4-on-4 in the 
closing minutes, Vrana and Abramov cap-
italized on a 2-on-1, as Abramov slipped a 
left-wing shot over Alnefelt’s glove, giving 
Springfield a 5-2 lead at 17:46, a lead that 

carried into the intermission. 
Syracuse did not go quietly into the 

night, and Ilya Usau’s goal at 4:46 made it 
a 5-3 game. Zherenko kept the Crunch at 
bay until Alnefelt went to the bench for an 
extra skater with under six minutes to play. 
Just moments after the ensuing faceoff, 
Cole Koepke redirected a pass in the slot 
from Alex Barre-Boulet, and the Spring-
field lead was down to 5-4 with just 5:05 to 
go. 

Things got dicey for Springfield 
with just over a minute to play when a 
Barre-Boulet shot squeezed through Zhe-
renko’s legs and rolled precariously across 
the goal line. Jack Finley seemed to have 
a wide-open net, but he could not get the 
puck across the line, and the T-Birds sur-
vived the threat. 

Bitten capped off his sweet night by rac-
ing up ice and chipping the loose puck into 
the empty net with 1:01 remaining, making 
it a 6-4 final.

Springfield begins a crucial six-game 
road trip on Friday night in Hartford 
against the Wolf Pack.

AGAWAM ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS

LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT

Notice is hereby given that 
the Agawam Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a pub-
lic hearing at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main St., 
Agawam, MA on Monday, 
April 22, 2024 at 6:30PM 
for all parties interested in 
the request of Ashley Stewart, 
who is seeking a Special 
Permit in accordance with 
the Town of Agawam Zoning 
Ordinances Ch. 180, Section 
8.1 to allow for the keeping of 
chickens at the premises iden-
tified as 61 Carmen Ave.

Doreen A. Prouty
Chairperson, ZBA

03/28, 04/04/2024 

Legal Ad
AGAWAM 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION

The Agawam Historical 
Commission will be holding 
a public hearing at 7:00 PM 
on Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at 
the Captain Charles Leonard 
House, 663 Main Street, 
Agawam. The purpose of this 
hearing will be to review the 
Demolition Permit for the 
Timothy Collins House, 71 
Bridge Street, North Agawam, 
which comes under the Town 
of Agawam’s Demolition 
Delay Ordinance.

By Order of 
David Cecchi, Chairman

AGAWAM HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

03/21, 03/28/2024 

SportsSports

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy
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