GREENFIELD — The Connecticut
River Conservancy has been engaged
in advocating for the health of the
Connecticut River and the communi-
ties in the watershed since 1952.

As part of its mission, CRC has
been a consistent participant in the re-
licensing of the Turner’s Falls dam and
Northfield Mountain pumped storage
facilities for almost 12 years, working
for a better deal for the river and its
communities. These hydroelectric fa-
cilities use a public trust resource — the
river - to produce power.

In exchange for this privilege, and
to mitigate for impacts of the dams on
recreation, fish and wildlife habitat, mi-
gratory and endangered species, water
quality, and other resources, the Feder-
al Energy Regulatory Commission re-
quires that hydropower operators pro-
vide direct benefits to the public and be
protective of the ecological health of
the river.

These requirements are laid forth
in an operating license and the license
serves as a public contract that CRC
revisits periodically to examine the fa-
cility’s impact on this public trust re-
source.

On Feb. 22, FERC issued a notice
indicating that the final license appli-
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community
Final comment period for hydropower facilities on CT River

cations have been accepted as complete
and ready for environmental analysis.
This notice simultaneously initiated a
60-day period to submit comments and
interventions for the projects.

The comment period will close on
April 22. A comment communicates
local concerns, recommendations, and
desires to FERC as they make the de-
cisions on what to include in the new
license that will last for the next 30-50
years.

People are encouraged to submit a
comment to FERC if you have con-
cerns about how these dams impact the
river, the surrounding communities, or
your ability to interact with the river.

Public comments can be submitted
by anyone or any entity that has an
interest in or relationship to the river.
This includes individual community
members, town committees or commis-
sions, Regional Planning Commission,
recreation clubs, etc.

In addition to supporting the pub-
lic’s opportunity to comment, and
submitting our own comments, Con-
necticut River Conservancy will also
be filing a motion to intervene. This
allows CRC to become a legal party
to appeal this federal agency action if
needed.

Nina Gordon-Kirsch, CRC’s Riv-
er Steward in Massachusetts, said in
a press release, “These facilities have a
major impact on the River and affect
recreators, fish, water quality, and the
ecology of the river basin. FERC will
issue a new operation license to the fa-
cilities that will not be updated for an-
other 40 years. This is truly a once in
a lifetime opportunity to make positive
change for the River and all beings who
are in relationship with it. Don’t miss
this opportunity to help shape the Riv-
er for future generations!”

Hydropower relicensing informa-
tion, as well as a FERC Comment
Guide, can be found by visiting www.
ctriver.org/our-work/hydropower/.

The Connecticut River Conservancy
will also hold a series of virtual office
hours about how to comment on the
hydropower relicensing process for the
two facilities in Massachusetts as well
as three facilities in VI/NH that are
simultaneously going through this fed-
eral process.

During these office hours, CRC’s
Director of Policy and Advocacy/Ver-
mont River Steward (Kathy Urffer),
and River Stewards in Massachu-
setts (Nina Gordon-Kirsch) and New
Hampshire (Kate Buckman) will be
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available to answer any questions and
help with your comments.

The following will be covered: Issues
at stake for fish passage, recreation,
erosion, and accountability; instruc-
tion on how to submit comments or get
involved; questions addressed in Q&A.

The office hours can be customized
based on who attends and what you
most want to address. You can also
submit a question to the speakers upon
registration.

The office hours will occur on:
Thursday, March 14 at 5:30 p.m.; Mon-
day, March 18 at 11 a.m.; Wednesday,
March 27 at 8:30 a.m.; Wednesday,
April 3 at 7 p.m.; Thursday, April 11 at
noon; and Tuesday, April 16 at noon.

Register by visiting www.ctriver.org/
event/hydropower-office-hours/.

About CRC

Since 1952, Connecticut River Con-
servancy has been a voice for the Con-
necticut River watershed, from source
to sea. It collaborates with partners
across four states to protect and advo-
cate for rivers, and educate and engage
communities.

CRC brings people together to pre-
vent pollution, improve habitat, and
promote enjoyment of the rivers and
streams. Learn more at ctriver.org.

LEGAL NOTICE:
TOWN OF
WEST BROOKFIELD
CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
Pursuant to Massachusetts
General Laws, Chapter
30A, 18-25, as amend-
ed by Chapter 28 of the
Acts of 2009, The Wetlands
Protection Act, the West

Brookfield Conservation
Commission will hold
a public hearing on
WEDNESDAY March 13,
2024 at 6:00 pm in the first
floor meeting room, West
Brookfield Town Hall, 2 East
Main Street.

6:10 — Public Hearing:

* RDA — 7 Rodman Street
— Gerald Nichols — Retaining

wall reconstruction

e NOI Continuation —
Rte. 9 Reconstruction and
Rehabilitation
03/08/2024

TOWN OF WEST
BROOKFIELD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING
Notice is hereby given that

in accordance with the provi-
sions of M.G.L Chapter 40A,
Section 9, and Section 11
Back Lot Permit, of the West
Brookfield Zoning Bylaws,
the Planning Board will open
a public hearing on Monday
March 18 2024 at 7:00 pm
in the Town Hall Meeting
Room, 2 East Main Street, for
the following application:

Justin Paquette of 103
Rice Corner Rd, Brookfield
seeks Special Permit approval
to create a Backlot, approx-
imately 6.5 acres at 141
and 143 Shea Road, West
Brookfield.

Interested parties may
review the plan at the office
of the Town Clerk in the
Town Hall, 2 East Main

Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

TREE WORK

AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood,
stump grinding. We're fully insured and
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES.
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut.
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured.
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate,
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560
day/night.

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

CAS FOR

AND RE AIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

AUTO FOR SALE

2019 CHEVY SPARK LS, $9,500.
Excellent condition, well maintained,
original owner, 75,000 miles. No acci-
dents, never any problems, non-smok-
er. Florida car. 413-769-3127.

AUTO PARTS

4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW,
3 sets of tires with rims 157 '94 Jeep
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

WEST HIGHLAND TERRIER MIX
PUPPY, 3 months, current on shots,
well socialized. 3 yr old Beagle female,
$200. 413-596-8190, 413-782-
2305

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum
40 hours, rate based on experience.
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA.
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and
trucks. Experience required, full time.
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA.
413-583-8393.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an
oil truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full
time. Squire will provide CDL school
for the right candidate! Email: squi-
eroil@verizon.net. Call 413-267-
3184 or visit us at 5 Squier Ave., Mon-
son, MA. Monday-Friday.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR 1
The Town of Wilbraham is looking to
fill two Heavy Equipment Operator 1
positions. For application and more in-
formation please visit www.wilbra-
ham-ma.gov. Open until filled. EOE

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

SHOP/STORAGE/MECHANIC
FOR RENT.

3,000 ft. 2 plus garage for rent in Gil-
bertville. Two lifts, compressor, office,
bathroom/washroom. Large 10 ft. over-
head electric garage door. Oil heat, 3
phase electric. Room for 5 vehicles
plus inside and outside parking. Locat-
ed right on Rt 32. Perfect for a busi-
ness or? $2,000/month. Call Don @
(413) 758-3039.

ROOMMATES

BRIMFIELD: Own kitchen, bath,
bedroom, living room, basement apart-
ment. No pets or smoking. Heat, elect.
included. $800 per month. Call 413-
355-0209.

LOOKING FOR ROOMMATE TO
SHARE HOUSE in Palmer. $300 per
month. 413-342-3049.

froRiRENTN
=

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Street, West Brookfield. A
copy is posted on the display
board outside of the Town
Hall.

The Board invites all inter-
ested parties to attend the
public hearing.

Rebekah Cornell
Chairwoman
03/01, 03/08/24

Call us at 413.283.8393
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