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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

A DUMP TRUCK
Cleaning out attics, cellars, garages, 
estate cleanouts, scrap metal removal. 
413-569-1611 or 413-374-5377.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

MEDIATION
MEDIATION UNRESOLVED DIS-
PUTE? Try no-risk ZOOM resolution. 
Pay only if satisfied. Certified me-
diator Jeffrey Allard MD, JD. Email: 
manomed@live.com or text 413-
544-8998.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING 
Grinding stumps of all sizes, insured 
& certified. Senior discounts. Call Dave 
413-478-4212

The Town of Huntington is seeking an 
INTERIM TOWN CLERK.  This is 
a salaried position for approximately 
18 hours per week.  Application and 
complete job description are available 
online at www.huntingtonma.us or by 
emailing admin@huntingtonma.
us.  Applications are due by January 
26, 2024.  Town of Huntington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

TAX SERVICES

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. Go to 

newspapers.turley.com/photo-request

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

TOWN OF WARREN - JOB POSTING

POLICE OFFICER
Full/Part Time Openings

The Warren Police Department is accepting applications for the position of 
full time and part time Police Officer. Applicants are preferred to be academy 
trained and must be willing to work weekends, nights, and holidays.

Responsibilities include responding to emergency and non-emergency 
calls for Police, Fire and Ambulance services. It is preferred that applicants 
currently possess valid certification as a Police Officer. Candidates must have 
strong interpersonal, verbal, and written communication skills. Preferences 
include an associate degree or higher in criminal justice, serve in the US 
military, or experience as a Police Officer.

The Patrolmen’s contract provides an education incentive and a candidate 
with prior experience may also be considered to start at a higher step rate 
of pay.

Resumes and cover letters must be returned no later than Friday, 
January 26th, 2024, to the attention of Lt. James Early, WPD PO Box 606, 
Warren, MA 01083 or early@warren-ma.gov.

The Town of Warren is an EOE

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF WARE
Public Hearing – 

Monday, 
January 29, 2024
6:00 PM in the 

Selectmen’s Meeting 
Room at 

Ware Town Hall,
 126 Main Street, 

Ware, MA 
https://zoom.us/join 

or join by phone. 
Phone Number: 
929-205-6099
Meeting ID: 

784 604 1861; 
Password: 01082

Proposed FY 2024 CDBG 
Application

The Ware Community 
Development Authority 
will conduct a Public 
Hearing on January 29, 
2024 at 6:00 PM in the 
Selectmen’s Meeting 
Room at Ware Town 
Hall, 126 Main Street, 
Ware, MA  regarding 
a  proposed  FY2024 
a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e 
Massachusetts Executive 
Office of Housing and 
l ivable Communit ies 
(EOHLC) for  up to 
$950,000 in Community 
Development Block Grant 
funds. This meeting is 
hybrid and the public is 
welcome to attend in per-
son, or through the Zoom 
link or phone number pro-
vided above.

The Town is encourag-
ing input on community 
needs and projects which 
would benefit from grant 
funding. The projects cur-
rently being considered 
include:

• Pleasant Street Parking 
Lot Improvements

• Accessibility Improve-
ments to Town buildings

•  C o t t a g e  S t r e e t 
Infrastructure Improve-
ments 

•  Hous ing  Rehab-
ilitation and/or Aging in 
Place 

• Public Social Services 
Additional projects 

may be discussed and 
may be included in the 
grant application. 

All persons with ques-
tions or comments regard-
ing the grant application 
will have an opportunity 
to be heard. Ware Town 
Hall  is  handicapped 
accessible. Persons who 
require special accom-
modations to attend the 
hearing should contact 
the Town at (413) 967-
9648, ext. 118 one week 
prior to the hearing. Those 
unable to attend can send 
written comments to 
Paralee Smith, Director of 
Planning and Community 
Development at Ware 
Town Hall, 126 Main 
Street, Ware, MA 01082 
or psmith@townofware.
com. For further informa-
tion contact Erica Johnson 
at the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission at 
413-781-6045 or ejohnson
@pvpc.org.
01/11, 01/18/2024

Notice of Public Hearing
Planning Board

LEGAL NOTICE
SP-2024-02

NOTICE i s  here-
by given that the Ware 
Planning Board, acting 
as the Special Permit 
Granting Authority, will 
hold a Public Hearing 
o n  T H U R S D A Y , 
FEBRUARY 15, 2024 at 
7:15 p.m., on the applica-
tion of Frederick T. Smith 
III, for a Special Permit 
for annual renewal (SP-
2024-02) of an approved 
earth removal operation 
under Section 4.8.5, of the 
Zoning Bylaw, and pur-
suant to MGL Chapter 
40A. Pursuant to Chapter 
22 of the Acts of 2022, 
this hearing will be con-
ducted in person and via 
remote means, in accor-
dance with applicable law. 
This means that members 
of the Planning Board as 
well as members of the 
public may access this 
meeting in person, or via 
virtual means. In person 
attendance will be held in 
the Selectmen’s Meeting 
Room, 126 Main Street, 
Town Hall, Ware, MA. 
It is possible that any or 
all members of the public 
body may attend remotely, 
with in-person attendance 
consisting of members of 
public. The meeting may 
be accessed remotely via 
zoom. Go to https://zoom.
us/join or join by phone. 
Phone Number: 929-
205-6099; Meeting ID: 
784 604 1861; Password: 
01082.

SITE LOCATION:  
Greenwich Road, Ware, 
MA. Said premises being 
further described in deeds 
recorded in the Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds, 
Book 10396, Page 108. 
Property is also identi-
fied as Assessor’s Parcel 
# 35-0-12. Zoned: Rural 
Residential (RR).

A complete copy of the 
application can be found 
at the Town Clerk’s office 
and on the Planning & 
Community Development 
Department website under 
Recent Filings. Anyone 
interested or wishing to be 
heard on the application 
should appear at the time 
and place designated. 

WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Ed Murphy III, Chairman
01/18, 01/25/2024

Notice of Public Hearing
Planning Board

LEGAL NOTICE
SP-2024-01

NOTICE i s  here-
by given that the Ware 
Planning Board, acting 
as the Special Permit 
Granting Authority, will 
hold a Public Hearing 
o n  T H U R S D A Y , 
FEBRUARY 15, 2024 
meeting at 7:05 p.m., 
on the application of 
ReSource Waste Services 
of Ware LLC, for a 
Request for Modification 
of  Approval  Special 
Permit  (SP-2024-01) 
r ega r d i n g  a p p r ove d 
existing Special Permits 
(SP-2001-01, SP-2013-
01, SP-2014-01) under 
Section 4.8.5, of the 
Zoning Bylaw, and pur-
suant to MGL Chapter 
40A. Pursuant to Chapter 
22 of the Acts of 2022, 
this hearing will be con-
ducted in person and via 
remote means, in accor-
dance with applicable law. 
This means that members 
of the Planning Board as 
well as members of the 
public may access this 
meeting in person, or via 
virtual means. In person 
attendance will be held in 
the Selectmen’s Meeting 
Room, 126 Main Street, 
Town Hall, Ware, MA. 
It is possible that any or 
all members of the public 
body may attend remotely, 
with in-person attendance 
consisting of members of 
public. The meeting may 
be accessed remotely via 
zoom. Go to https://zoom.
us/join or join by phone. 
Phone Number: 929-
205-6099; Meeting ID: 
784 604 1861; Password: 
01082.

SITE LOCATION:  
198 East Street, Ware, 
MA. Said premises being 
further described in deeds 
recorded in the Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds, 
Book 10452, Page 147. 
Property is also identified 
as Assessor’s Parcel # 
24-0-16. Zoned: Highway 
Commercial (HC).

A complete copy of the 
application can be found 
at the Town Clerk’s office 
and on the Planning & 
Community Development 
Department website under 
Recent Filings. Anyone 
interested or wishing to be 
heard on the application 
should appear at the time 
and place designated. 

WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Ed Murphy III, Chairman
01/18, 01/25/2024

public notices

See more Public 
Notices on Page 15

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue of and in 

execution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by 
Stephen G. Smith, also 
known as Stephen Smith 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, 
Inc., as mortgagee, as 
nominee for NetBank, its 
successors and assigns, 
dated July 25, 2005 and 
recorded in Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 8367, Page 10 
( the “Mortgage”) of 
which mortgage Citibank, 
N.A., not in its individu-
al capacity but solely as 
Owner Trustee of New 
Residential Mortgage 
Loan Trust 2019-RPL3 
is  the present  hold-
er by Assignment from 
Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. 
as Nominee for Netbank, 
its Successors and Assigns 
to Bank of America, N.A. 
dated April 16, 2018 and 
recorded at said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 12929, 
Page 72, and Assignment 
from Bank of America, 
N .A.  to  U.S .  Bank 
National Association, not 
in its Individual Capacity 
but Solely as Trustee for 
the NRZ Pass-Through 
Trust VII dated June 
5, 2019 and recorded at 

said Registry of Deeds in 
Book 13281, Page 241, 
and Assignment from 
Bank of America, N.A. to 
Citibank, N.A., not in its 
Individual Capacity but 
Solely as Owner Trustee 
of  New Res iden t ia l 
Mortgage Loan Trust 
2 0 1 9 - R P L 3  d a t e d 
December 7, 2020 and 
recorded at said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 13902, 
Page 340, and Assignment 
from U.S. Bank National 
Association, not in its 
Individual Capacity but 
Solely as Trustee for the 
NRZ Pass-Through Trust 
VII to Bank of America, 
N.A. dated January 5, 
2023 and recorded at 
said Registry of Deeds in 
Book 14775, Page 276, 
and Assignment from 
Bank of America, N.A. to 
Citibank, N.A., not in its 
Individual Capacity but 
Solely as Owner Trustee 
of  New Res iden t ia l 
Mortgage Loan Trust 
2 0 1 9 - R P L 3  d a t e d 
December 30, 2022 and 
recorded at said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 14777, 
Page 148, and Assignment 
from Bank of America, 
N.A. to Citibank, N.A., 
not in its Individual 
Capacity but Solely as 
Owner Trustee of New 
Residential Mortgage 
Loan Trust 2019-RPL3 
dated May 2, 2023 and 

recorded at said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 14850, 
Page 168, and Assignment 
from U.S. Bank National 
Association, not in its 
Individual Capacity but 
Solely as Trustee for 
the NRZ Pass-Through 
Trust VII to Citibank, 
N.A., not in its Individual 
Capacity but Solely as 
Owner Trustee of New 
Residential Mortgage 
Loan Trust 2019-RPL3 
dated July 12, 2023 and 
recorded at said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 14910, 
Page 285, for breach of 
conditions of said mort-
gage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same, 
the mortgaged premis-
es located at 37 Pleasant 
Street, Ware, MA 01082 
will be sold at a Public 
Auction at 2:00  PM on 
February 2, 2024, at the 
mortgaged premises, more 
particularly described 
below, all and singular the 
premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit:

A certain tract or par-
cel of land situated in 
Ware, Hampshire County, 
aforesaid bounded and 
described as follows:

Beginning at a stone 
post on the North line of 
Pleasant Street and the 
Easterly side of Bank 
Street, it being the S.W. 
corner of the tract hereby 
conveyed;

Thence Northerly on 
the Easterly line of Bank 
Street about one hundred 
twenty seven and one-half 
(127 1/2) feet to an iron 
pin in the ground at the 
foot of a bank;

Thence Easterly in a 
straight line at the foot of 
said bank about one hun-
dred twenty seven and 
one-half (127 1/2) feet 
from and parallel with 
the North line of said 
Pleasant Street about six-
ty-three (63) feet to an 
iron pin in the ground on 
the Westerly line of land 
formerly of Elizabeth W. 
Sturtevant;

Thence  Sou ther ly 
on the westerly line of 
land formerly of said 
Sturtevant about one hun-
dred Twenty-seven and 
one-half (127 1/2) feet to 
the North line of Pleasant 
Street and at the south-
west corner of land for-
merly of said Sturtevant;

Thence Westerly on 
the North line of Pleasant 
Street about sixty three 
(63) feet to the point of 
beginning.

BEING the  same 
premises conveyed to 
the Mortgagors here-
in by deed of Cynthia 
A r m s t r o n g  d a t e d 
December 10, 2005 and 
recorded in Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 6935, Page 152.

For mortgagor’s title 
see deed recorded with 
the Hampshire County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
6935, Page 152.

The premises will be 
sold subject to any and 
all unpaid taxes and other 
municipal assessments 
and liens, and subject 
to prior liens or other 
enforceable encumbrances 
of record entitled to prece-
dence over this mortgage, 
and subject to and with 
the benefit of all ease-
ments, restrictions, reser-
vations and conditions of 
record and subject to all 
tenancies and/or rights of 
parties in possession.

Terms of the Sale:  
Cashier’s or certified 

check in the sum of 
$5,000.00 as a deposit 
must be shown at the time 
and place of the sale in 
order to qualify as a bid-
der (the mortgage holder 
and its designee(s) are 
exempt from this require-
ment); high bidder to sign 
written Memorandum of 
Sale upon acceptance of 
bid; balance of purchase 
price payable by certified 
check in thirty (30) days 
from the date of the sale 
at the offices of mort-
gagee’s attorney, Korde 
& Associates, P.C., 900 
Chelmsford Street, Suite 
3102, Lowell, MA or such 
other time as may be des-
ignated by mortgagee.  
The description for the 

premises contained in said 
mortgage shall control in 
the event of a typograph-
ical error in this publica-
tion.

Other terms to be 
announced at the sale.

Citibank, N.A., not in 
its individual capacity but 
solely as Owner Trustee 
of  New Res iden t ia l 
Mortgage Loan Trust 
2019-RPL3

Korde & Associates, P.C.
900 Chelmsford Street

Suite 3102
Lowell, MA 01851

(978) 256-1500
Smith, Stephen G., 

22-040424
01/11, 01/18, 01/25/2024

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

See more Public Notices on Page 14

were printed anonymously on the 
displayed photographs, adding con-
text and poignancy to them.

One evidence-based practice 
encouraged at the event was that 
of carrying Narcan, also known by 
its generic name naloxone. Narcan 
is a life-saving medication that can 
reverse an opioid overdose and can 
be purchased at many pharmacies 
without a prescription.

Representative William “Smitty” 
Pignatelli, of the 3rd Berkshire 
District, emphasized the importance 
of carrying Narcan in remarks he 
gave at the event. 

He related the tragic story of a 
young man who passed away as a 
result of an opioid overdose while 
his family and a police officer were 
present as they waited for an ambu-
lance to arrive with Narcan.

Because of this and similar sto-
ries, Pignatelli said that he was sup-
porting a bill that would require all 
first responders in Massachusetts 
to carry Narcan. The bill, H. 2008, 
most recently had a joint hear-
ing in October, according to the 
Massachusetts General Court’s 
website.

“You never know who’s going 
to show up at your front door,” 
Pignatelli said, emphasizing that 
this was especially true in rural 
communities, and demonstrating 
that EMTs should not be expect-
ed to be the only ones with Narcan 
available.

Department of Public Health 
Commissioner Robert Goldstein 
also spoke at the event, sharing the 
startling news that the 2,359 over-
dose deaths recorded in 2022 were a 
record for the Commonwealth.

In addition to further stressing 
the importance of carrying Narcan, 
Goldstein laid out the evolution of 
the opioid crisis in Massachusetts, 
starting with prescription drugs 
around 2005, and escalating with 
the influx of fentanyl, a synthetic 
opiate, over the last decade. 

“The drug supply is poisoned,” 
he said, referring to the fact that 
illicit street drugs are now frequent-
ly contaminated with substances 
like fentanyl and xylazine, an ani-
mal tranquilizer, unbeknownst to 
the user.

Dr.  Jeffrey Samet,  Boston 
Medical Center physician and 
Principal Investigator for the 
HEALing Communities Study 
in Massachusetts, said that the 
Commonwealth had taken on a 
leadership role in addressing the 
national opioid crisis, but that there 
was still a long way to go.

“The essence of the HEALing 
Communities Study was to see if 
we can engage community members 
to come together in coalition with-
in their communities,” Samet said. 
Specifically, Samet highlighted how 
the study empowered participants to 
make decisions about the most help-
ful ways to allocate resources within 
their own communities.

Randy Gratton, a fourth genera-
tion Ware resident, shared how the 

HEALing Communities Study had 
helped him in his own recovery, 
expressing his gratitude to the Study 
for “giving the little town of Ware 
the big help it needed.”

Gratton said that communi-
ty members in recovery had been 
having similar ideas about what 
was needed, but that they “didn’t 
know how to put them together.” 
As a result of individuals coming 
together, Gratton said, the Recovery 
Center of HOPE was opened on 
Main Street in Ware, and a van was 
also commissioned that would be 
able to connect community mem-
bers without access to transportation 
to recovery resources.

Gratton closed by sharing the 
personal story of how one of his 
mentors in recovery encourages him 
every year on the anniversary of 
his sobriety with the words, “Good 
start.” In the same way, he said that 
the efforts undertaken as a result of 
the HEALing Communities Study 
were good, but that they were just 
a start. 

“I would encourage you all to 
continue to work, and more than 
anything to continue to care,” he 
said.

VOICES from page 1

The “Voices of Resilience” exhibit was on display at the State House in Boston.

C o m m u n i t y  C o o r d i n a t o r 
Alyssa Curran spoke about 
the photovoice project held in 
Massachusetts’ communities.

From left are Department of Public Health Commissioner Robert 
Goldstein, state Rep. Smitty Pignatelli, Dr. Jeffrey Samet, Randy 
Gratton and Alyssa Curran.

State Representative Smitty 
Pignatelli spoke in support of a 
bill that would require all first 
responders in Massachusetts to 
carry Narcan.

Department of Public Health 
Commissioner Robert Goldstein 
speaks at “Voices of Resilience.”

Narcan was available at the exhibit. 

Dr. Jeffrey Samet shared opioid overdose statistics.

Photos in the 
“Voices of 
Resilience” exhibit 
shared messages 
from the photog-
rapher.


