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is offering our local businesses
an opportunity to advertise at a reduced rate!

• Business profile - 250 words
• Photo - yourself, employees or building
• Advertisement - 3 x 6

ALL FOR ONLY $275
This special section will run in the

April 4th issue of The Journal Register
& The Ware River News.

Ad deadline: March 20, 2024
Quarter page ad with story (4.75x6) $275

Half page ad with story (9.75x6) $460
Full page ad with story (9.75x13) $650
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91 STATE STREET, BONDSVILLE, MA
283-6403 • FAX: 283-6414

NELSON & KEVIN COMSTOCK
www.nescoautobody.com

• Licensed Auto 
Damage Appraiser 

• Insurance Referral 
Shop 

• Collision Specialists 

• Foreign & Domestic • Auto Glass 

• Frame & Unibody Straightening 

• Free Estimates 

• MA State Lic# RS1688

r y a

NESCO SALES
INC.

COMPLETE AUTOBODY CENTER

By Rich Wirth
Turley Publications Correspondent 

THREE RIVERS – At Chudy Oil, 
you’re guaranteed a warm welcome. 

Established in 1933, the full-service, 
family-owned business has been pro-
viding home heating oil for the greater 
Palmer area for over 80 years. Th eir two 
full-time technicians have a combined 48 
years of experience.

“Th ey’re not newbies in the business,” 
says offi  ce manager Penny Foskit, who has 
been with the company for 27 years.

Chudy’s is pleased to announce the 
return of home kerosene delivery (on Fri-
days), and they are the only company in 
the area with an indoor self-serve kero-
sene pump. Th ey also carry a wide selec-
tion of hard-to-fi nd wicks for kerosene 
heaters.

Th ey off er installation of replacement 
furnaces and boilers, and 24-hour emer-
gency burner service is available.

“We limit that service to our oil deliv-
ery customers during the heating season, 
but we welcome new customers during 
the summer months,” Foskit says. 

With automatic delivery, Chudy Oil 
uses modern degree-day-based computer 
soft ware to determine your needs and 
manage them. Your home and family us-
age, the size of your tank and how cold the 
weather has been are all factors in when 

your delivery is scheduled. 
“It makes it easier for us and the cus-

tomer,” Foskit says. “We can schedule our 
weeks much more effi  ciently.”

Th ey have budget plans for custom-
ers who like to have the convenience of 
spreading their winter heating costs over 
a 10-month period, and they take fuel as-
sistance grants. Th ey also off er a Prompt 
Pay discount of 5 cents off  a gallon if the 
bill is paid within fi ve business days. 

Chudy Oil also operates the biggest 
little hardware store in the area, special-
izing in plumbing and electrical supplies. 
Have a toilet that keeps running or need 
spark plugs or trimmer line for your pow-
er equipment? Th ey can help. From paint 
supplies, gas cans and weather stripping 
to nails and screws sold by the pound 
(the old-fashioned way), you can knock 
out those household to-do lists in one fast 
trip.

Chudy Oil continues
family legacy of service

Turley Publications photo by Rich Wirth

Chudy Oil in downtown Three Rivers.

For more than 30 years, Nesco 
Sales, Inc., located at 89.5 State St., 
Bondsville, has been helping peo-
ple with quality auto body repair 
and managing all the necessary 
insurance paperwork. “We try to 
make it as easy and convenient as 
possible for our customers,” said 
owner Kevin Comstock. 

Comstock said customers can 
rely on Nesco’s experience to walk 
them through the repair process. 
“We deal with the insurance com-
panies all the time,” he said. “Call us 
and we’ll take care of everything.” 

According to Comstock, the 
true key to Nesco’s success is the 
quality of the body work per-
formed by the team of Mike Rich-
ard, Gregg Richardson, George Shorette 
and McColl Rhodes. Whether your ve-
hicle has some dents and scratches or 
was in a major collision, they can return 
your vehicle to pre-accident condition. 

“Th ey are trained with the latest 
techniques to repair today’s vehicles,” 
said Comstock.  

Th e garage features updated spray 

booths and uses a special water-based 
paint that not only gives a better color 
match to the original factory fi nish, but 
is also more environmentally friendly. 
“We use only high quality products,” 
said Comstock. “Th at makes a big diff er-
ence. We don’t take any shortcuts.”

For more information about Nesco 
Sales, Inc., call 413-283-6403 or visit 
www.nescoautobody.com.

Nesco Sales, Inc.
has been offering great 

service for over 30 years

Turley Publications fi le photo

The employees at Nesco Sales, Inc. are ready to 
provide quality repairs. Shown are Mike Richard, 
owner Kevin Comstock, Gregg Richardson and 
George Shorette. 
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NESCO SALES
INC.

COMPLETE AUTOBODY CENTER

By Rich Wirth
Turley Publications Correspondent 

THREE RIVERS – At Chudy Oil, 
you’re guaranteed a warm welcome. 

Established in 1933, the full-service, 
family-owned business has been pro-
viding home heating oil for the greater 
Palmer area for over 80 years. Th eir two 
full-time technicians have a combined 48 
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been with the company for 27 years.
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heaters.
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“We limit that service to our oil deliv-
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but we welcome new customers during 
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With automatic delivery, Chudy Oil 
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ers who like to have the convenience of 
spreading their winter heating costs over 
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Chudy Oil in downtown Three Rivers.

For more than 30 years, Nesco 
Sales, Inc., located at 89.5 State St., 
Bondsville, has been helping peo-
ple with quality auto body repair 
and managing all the necessary 
insurance paperwork. “We try to 
make it as easy and convenient as 
possible for our customers,” said 
owner Kevin Comstock. 

Comstock said customers can 
rely on Nesco’s experience to walk 
them through the repair process. 
“We deal with the insurance com-
panies all the time,” he said. “Call us 
and we’ll take care of everything.” 

According to Comstock, the 
true key to Nesco’s success is the 
quality of the body work per-
formed by the team of Mike Rich-
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hicle has some dents and scratches or 
was in a major collision, they can return 
your vehicle to pre-accident condition. 

“Th ey are trained with the latest 
techniques to repair today’s vehicles,” 
said Comstock.  

Th e garage features updated spray 

booths and uses a special water-based 
paint that not only gives a better color 
match to the original factory fi nish, but 
is also more environmentally friendly. 
“We use only high quality products,” 
said Comstock. “Th at makes a big diff er-
ence. We don’t take any shortcuts.”

For more information about Nesco 
Sales, Inc., call 413-283-6403 or visit 
www.nescoautobody.com.

Nesco Sales, Inc.
has been offering great 

service for over 30 years

Turley Publications fi le photo

The employees at Nesco Sales, Inc. are ready to 
provide quality repairs. Shown are Mike Richard, 
owner Kevin Comstock, Gregg Richardson and 
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Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

4.75” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

4.75” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

9.681” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

9.681” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill, get them 
the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions you 
have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will 
run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal 
The Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel 
The Holyoke Sun • Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

www.turley.com

NOTICE OF AUCTION
In accordance with 

the provisions of the 
Massachusetts General 
Law 105A, in order to 
satisfy past due rents 
and other expenses, the 
contents of the following 
storage units will be auc-
tioned.

T h e  c o n t e n t s  o f 
Miranda Orcutt will be 
auctioned off at Secure 
Storage, 31 Southbridge 
Rd.,  Warren MA on 
March 23, 2024 at 9 a.m. 

T h e  c o n t e n t s  o f 
Tammy Handfield and 
Adam Ciufo will  be 
auctioned off at Secure 
Storage, 167  West St., 
Ware, MA at 9:30 a.m. on 
March 23, 2024. 

Any questions or inqui-
ries call 413-800-6278.
03/07, 03/14/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family 

Court
 Hampshire Probate and 

Family Court 
15 Atwood Drive 

Northampton, MA 01060 
(413)586-8500

Docket No. 

HS24P0128EA
Estate of: 

George Omer St. Onge
Date of Death: 

01/07/ 2024
CITATION ON 

PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested 

persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment of 
Personal Representative  
has been filed by Camille 
St. Onge Magin of Millers 
Falls, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and 
for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests 
that: Camille St. Onge 
Magin of Millers Falls, 
MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right 
to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a 
right to object to this 

proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 
objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 04/10/2024. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Repre-
sentative appointed 
under the MUPC 
in an unsupervised 
administration is not 
required to file an 
inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the 
administration directly 

from the Personal 
Representative and 
may petition the Court 
in any matter relating 
to the estate, including 
the distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration.

WITNESS, Hon. 
Diana S. Velez Harris, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: February 29, 2024

Mark S. Ames
Temporary Register

03/14/2024

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.
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Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

his drinking continued, and how at 
12 years old, he asked her to take 
him away with her.

Two years later, she caught him 
getting drunk on his father’s beers.

“To this day, I don’t understand 
why no one in my family explained 
alcoholism,” Herren said. 

Herren went on to gain recog-
nition as a basketball player on 
his high school team in Fall River, 
before playing for Boston College 
and Fresno State. He was ranked in 
the top 20 basketball players in the 
country at the height of his career. 

He was selected by the Denver 
Nuggets in the second round draft 
pick in 1999, before being picked 
up by the Boston Celtics in 2000.

Despite his rising career, addic-
tion continued to have a hold on 
Herren, who tried cocaine for the 
first time at 18 years old. 

“Just one line…that one line 
took 14 years to walk away from,” 
he said. 

It also caused him to be kicked 
out of Boston College, which 
earned him an embarrassing head-
line in the newspaper. 

Coach Jerry Tarkanian took a 
chance on him, and he flew out to 
Fresno, California at 19 years old 
where he excelled on the court, but 
continued to fail drug tests.

Knowing he was going to fail 
another drug test; Herren remem-
bers breaking down and crying in 
the athletic director’s office. The 
athletic director said to him, “it 
saddens me that this addiction will 
never let go of you.”

Now at 21 years old, Herren 
was sent to treatment, which was 
announced in a press conference. 
Every day, Herren begged his 
mother and his wife to take him out 
of the treatment center.

“I wasted my time,” Herren said 
of his first time in treatment. “I 
blew the greatest opportunity of 
my life. I was the 33rd pick, I was 
unbelievably fortunate…had a wife 
and a baby.”

Herren remembers that his 
teammates wouldn’t let him fall 
back after treatment.

He moved back home to Fall 
River when he was 24 years old, 
and filled with pride at his accom-
plishments. One day he had 
a knock on his door, and it was 
someone he used to play basketball 
with as a kid.

“He said, ‘there’s a new pain-
killer,’” Herren said, describing 
the plastic bag full of little yellow 
pills. “In 1999 I never heard of 
Oxycontin.” 

Herren gave him $20 for one 
pill, threw it in his mouth, and 
went back to watching cartoons 
with his son.

“That $20 turned to $20,000 a 
month,” he said. 

When he returned to training 
camp he went through his first 
detox, and it was at this time that 
he got the call that he was now a 
member of the Boston Celtics. 

“What should have been a 
dream come true, was a nightmare 
beginning for me,” Herren said. 
“My first phone call was to the kid 
with the pills. At that point in my 
life, I never felt so ashamed.”

Following his time with the 
Celtics, Herren went on to play for 
the number one team in Europe, 
where he and his family lived in 
a beautiful house in Italy, and he 
earned twice what he was making 
in the U.S.

Despite smuggling 300 80mg 
Oxycontin with him to 
Italy and having a plan to 
taper himself off of them, 
Herren quickly went 
through his supply.

“ U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
Oxycontin doesn’t play 
that way,” Herren said. In 
desperation, Herren found 
a dealer and not knowing 
how to ask for the pain-
killer in Italian, he simply 
pointed to his arm. 

He asked for heroin. 
Three weeks la ter 

Herren and his family 
were returning to the U.S. 
following the terrorist 
attacks on Sept. 11, 2001. 

“For  the  next  s ix 
months I woke up every 
s ingle  morning with 
no job, went to Dunkin 
Donuts and buy heroin 
every day…I’d sit in my 
little spot and shoot it.” 

After shooting hero-
in, Herren would get in 
the drive-thru and order 
himself a coffee and 
Munchkins to bring home 
for his children.

It was in this Dunkin 
Donuts that Herren had 
his first overdose. He 
remembers waking up 
on the pavement, with a 
police officer on top of 
him; his arm bleeding 
with the needle still in it.

After he bailed out of 
jail, he went back to the 
heroin dealer for more 

since it was so good it nearly killed 
him.

“I kept taking a chance at 
dying,” Herren said. By 27 years 
old, heroin had taken over his life. 

Another overdose caused him to 
crash his car into a cemetery fence 
and he ended up in the hospital.

As a police officer led him 
through the hospital he said to 
Herren, “your poor kids have no 
idea how close you were to dying.” 
It was at this time that Herren 
made the decision to take his life, 
when a nurse that had known his 
late mother told him she would do 
anything to help him.

She began by calling every 
detox facility, while the hospital 
held him as long as they could. On 
his last day in the hospital, NBA 
player Chris Mullin called him and 
told him that he had found a place 
for him in New York. 

Mullin was also in recovery, and 
he asked Herren if he was willing 
to work for it.

On day 35 in recovery, Herren 
had earned his first phone call, 
which he made to his wife.

“My wife was broken, she 
immediately started crying,” 
Herren recalled, as she was in the 
hospital giving birth to their third 
child. 

Against his counselor’s recom-
mendation, Herren went home and 
witnessed the birth of their child. 
His first sober birth.

His oldest son cried uncontrol-
lably in his arms in that hospital 
room, and told him “I don’t want 
you to die. I still want you to be my 
daddy.”

Herren went for a walk, and 
he didn’t go back. He went to the 
liquor store and bought cheap 
vodka, then called his drug dealer. 

“I was back on the street, taking 
a chance at dying,” Herren said. 

The next day he went back 
to his wife, and she told him she 
was leaving him. At 32 years old, 
Herren had nothing left to live for. 

His father was waiting for him 
in the hospital lobby, and drove 
him back to New York. He went 
back to his room, thought about his 
mother, and prayed.

Aug. 1, 2008, is now his sobri-
ety date. 

His children and his wife are his 
life’s biggest blessings and if his 
teenager ever came home drunk or 
high, he plans to ask him “why.”

“Why can’t my son feel good 
enough? Why do you have to 
change yourself?” Herren said. 
“There’s a lot of pain and suffer-
ing in my family…we all have our 
‘why.’”

About Q-DRUG
Q-Drug is  celebrating i ts 

10-year anniversary this year, 
working to empower the communi-
ty to stand together to support sub-
stance use prevention. They seek to 
promote awareness and erase the 
stigma of substance use disorder to 
build a recovery supportive com-
munity.

For more information, visit 
qdrug.org, email quabbin.drug@
gmail.com, call or text 978-434-
2001 or follow them on Facebook 
and Instagram. 
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Turley Photo by Mary Whitelaw
Chris Herren gives a fist bump to a student as he walked through 
an assembly held for middle and high school students for Q-DRUG’s 
Purple for Prevention Week.

Q-DRUG member and Quabbin 
Regional High School alumni 
Cody Handrahan spoke about 
the support he received from 
the organization.


