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SCHOOLS & YOUTH

T h e  H e n r y  D a v i d 
Thoreau Foundation awards 
co l leg ia te  scho la rsh ips 
of up to $26,000 to eight 
to ten students graduating 
from public or private high 
schools in Massachusetts. 

A s  H e n r y  D a v i d 
Thoreau Scholars, these 
select high school seniors 
may enroll in any college 
and university in the world 

while they major or minor 
in an environmentally relat-
ed field. The Henry David 
Thoreau Scholarships are up 
to $26,000 four-year schol-
arships awarded to eight stu-
dents graduating from pub-
lic or private high schools in 
Massachusetts. High school 
seniors awarded the Henry 
David Thoreau Scholarships 
can enroll in any college 

and university in the world 
while they major or minor in 
an environmentally related 
field. Henry David Thoreau 
Scholars are encouraged to 
enroll in internships or study 
abroad to broaden their 
awareness and understand-
ing of environmental issues.  

Henry David Thoreau 
Scholars have studied a 
wide variety of environmen-

tally related areas, includ-
ing biology, epidemiology, 
oceanography, international 
affairs, and environmental 
law, and upon completing 
their undergraduate degrees, 
they became members of 
the Henry David Thoreau 
Society.

T h e  H e n r y  D a v i d 
Thoreau Foundation further 
assists its scholarship win-

ners by identifying environ-
mentally related internships, 
offering internship stipends, 
and providing networking 
opportunities. Upon gradu-
ation from college, Henry 
David Thoreau Scholars 
are inducted into the Henry 
David Thoreau Society. A 
sign of success of the Henry 
David Thoreau Foundation’s 
mission to foster environ-

mental leadership is the 
support past scholarship 
winners provide to present 
scholarship winners.

To learn more about 
the Henry David Thoreau 
F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  t h e 
H e n r y  D av i d  T h o r e a u 
Scholarships, people may 
visit  thoreauscholar.org. 
Students have until Feb. 1, 
2026, to apply. 

Henry David Thoreau Foundation offering scholarships

S P R I N G F I E L D  – 
The Springfield Technical 
Community College will 
hos t  an  Al l i ed  Hea l th 
Careers Exploration Night 
on Thursday, Nov. 13 from 
4:30-7 p.m. in the School 
o f  Hea l th  and  Pa t i en t 
Simulation, Building 20, on 
the STCC campus. 

The event is free and 
open to the public. Anyone 

considering a career in health 
care is encouraged to attend 
and learn about the many 
in-demand allied health pro-
grams available at STCC. 
Visitors will have the chance 
to  learn about  STCC’s 
healthcare degrees and certif-
icate programs, tour the col-
lege’s state-of-the-art patient 
simulation labs, connect 
with faculty, current students 

and healthcare professionals 
and explore career paths in 
fields such as nursing, den-
tal hygiene, respiratory care, 
medical coding and more.

“This event is a won-
derful opportunity for any-
one thinking about a health 
care career to see firsthand 
what STCC has to offer,” 
said Christopher Scott, Dean 
of the School of Health 

and Patient Simulation. 
“Attendees will be able to 
meet instructors, experience 
our simulation spaces and 
discover programs that can 
lead to rewarding, high-de-
mand jobs.”

The night  wil l  fea-
ture tours of STCC’s SIMS 
Medical Center, a nationally 
recognized patient simulation 
facility, and tours of depart-

ments. The SIMS Medical 
Center is one of only a hand-
ful of simulation centers in 
New England accredited by 
the Society for Simulation in 
Healthcare, a distinction that 
underscores its commitment 
to excellence in healthcare 
education and training.

Advanced registration is 
encouraged by visiting stcc.
io/alliedhealthcareersnight. 

While no registration is 
required, visitors are asked 
to check in with organizers in 
the first-floor lobby of build-
ing 20, on the Pearl Street 
side of the campus.

For  more  in fo rma-
tion, people may email the 
School of Health and Patient 
Simulation at SHPS@stcc.
edu or call 413-755-SHPS 
(7477).

STCC hosts careers in health care night on Nov. 13

REGION
Volunteers are prepar-

ing to collect Operation 
Christmas Child shoebox gifts 
during National Collection 
Week, Nov. 17 - 24. 

Nearly 5,000 drop-off 
locations will open across 
the country in November and 
shoebox packers can find 
their local drop-off locations 
in Massachusetts by visiting 
https://www.samaritianpurse.
org.

Since 1993, Operation 
Christmas Child has been 
collecting and delivering gift-
filled shoeboxes to children 
including many who are suf-
fering from war, poverty, dis-
ease and disaster. Operation 
Christmas Child hopes to 
reach another 12 million chil-
dren in 2025.

Shoebox packing is fun 
for individuals, families and 
groups. People may find 
a step-by-step guide on the 
How to Pack a Shoebox web-

page. The project partners 
with local churches across the 
globe to deliver these tangible 
expressions of God’s love to 
children in need. Participants 
can donate $10 per shoebox 
gift online through “Follow 
Your Box” and receive a 
tracking label to discover its 
destination.

“Samar i t an ’s  Pur se 
works around the world to 
help people in need, but 
it’s not about good works; 
it’s about the Gospel,” said 
Franklin Graham, president 
of Samaritan’s Purse. “Please 
prayerfully consider pack-
ing a shoebox this year with 
Operation Christmas Child. 
These simple gifts open the 
door for us to share the true 
meaning of Christmas.”

Participants can find the 
nearest drop-off location and 
hours of operation as they 
make plans to drop off their 
shoebox gifts. The online 

lookup tool is searchable 
by City or ZIP code. Signs 
at each location will identify 
the drop-off. Local locations 
include Word of Grace, 848 
North Road, Westfield; Grace 
Church Congregational , 
1055 Williams St., Pittsfield; 
P ioneer  Val ley  Bapt is t 
Chapel,  56 Perkins St . 
Chicopee and Moldovian 
Baptist Church, 66 Bridge St., 
Agawam.

Operation Christmas 
C h i l d ,  a  p r o j e c t  o f 
Samaritan’s Purse, seeks to 
demonstrate God’s love in a 
tangible way to children in 
need around the world and, 
together with the local church 
worldwide, to share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. Since 
1993, Operation Christmas 
Child has collected and deliv-
ered more than 232 million 
gift-filled shoeboxes to chil-
dren in more than 170 coun-
tries and territories.

Operation Christmas Child takes place Nov. 17-24

By Kathryn Koegel
Correspondent

After a season spent pulling multi-tudes of thorny multi-flora rose, prick-ly barberry, colorful burning bush and rampant honeysuckle, the two interns hired by the Wild & Scenic Westfield River Committee eagerly but languidly paddled on Buckley Dunton Lake in Becket. 
On this Friday, Aug. 30 it was time to glide among the water lilies and chase the late summer sun. They celebrated long days of mapping the headwaters of the Westfield River for their relative ecological health and learning the permitting process for doing such restoration. Other commit-tee members from the group joined in the paddle along with landowners, who participated in the projects over the summer. 

“They successfully got permits for four different projects on headwater [river origin] streams,” says Meredyth Babcock, the group’s outreach coordi-nator who managed the interns. “They did the application, research and out-

Interns finish 
summer of 
ecological 
restoration

HILLTOWNS

General Knox Road closed on Thursday, Aug. 15 to all through traffic to ame-liorate the curve in the road at the Russell and Westfield town line.
The project will contin-ue for the next few months and, according to Highway Superintendent John Hoppe, w i l l  be  comple t ed  i n November. 

In the meantime, there is no access for through traffic.Phase 1 began with tree removal and Phase 2 is blast-ing, which continues. The work is funded through a $1 million Stop Grant under MassWorks.

Work on General Knox Road continues into November

INTERNS, page 2

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

S t a r t i n g  w i t h  Fa i r President Matt Ripley, Vice President Greg Girard to the Art Show hosts, Friday night attendance was huge and deemed a successful opening evening.
Saturday dawned sun-less and foggy, but atten-dance was steady through-out the day. The Horse Show returned. A welcome event. Blandford’s Kery Morawiec adjudica ted .  She  i s  an accomplished equestrian in her own right, starting at age four and now is a Carded New England Judge .

A climb up the stairs to  the  d isp lays  in  the Agricultural Hall encour-aged craftiness for next year and checking out the baked goods turned the appetite control up. Next year’s table setting theme is going to be St. Patrick’s Day and there is  plenty of time to plan ahead for the green display.
Food preservation is alive and well as witnessed by the number of canned goods,  both vegetables, fruits and jams and jellies. Garden vegetable displays were sparse, but gardeners 

FAIR, page 8
Savannah and Mary Fitzgerald and Lily Derosier all of Russell tried out the National Guard’s 
playscape.

Turley photo by Mary Kronholm

In Phase 2 blasting begins on General Knox Road.
Photos by Highway Superintendent 

John Hoppe
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This photo shows General Knox Road in Russell before the work started.
Phase 1 consists of tree removal on General Knox Road. 

This is a view of General Knox Road after the first set of blasting.
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Town of Chester 
Conservation Commission

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the authori-

ty of the Wetlands Protection 
Act (M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 40) 
and its Regulations (310 CMR 
10.00), the Chester Conserva-
tion Commission will hold a 
public meeting on Monday, 
November 17, 2025 at 4:00 
PM in the Chester Town Hall, 
located at 15 Middlefield Road 
#16, Chester MA 01011. The 
Commission will review a Re-
quest for Determination of 
Applicability (RDA) permit 
application submitted by For-
tune Consulting c/o Eric Faivre 
& Ellen Colson for the proposed 
installation of a new private wa-
ter supply well and septic sys-
tem at 6 Sylvester Hamilton 
Road (Assessor’s Map 408-75) 
in Chester. Work is proposed to 
occur within the 100-foot Buf-
fer Zone to wetland resource 
areas. Anyone interested in this 
matter should appear at the time 
and place designated. 
11/06/2025

Town of Worthington
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing
In accordance with M.G.L. 

Chapter 131, Section 40, the 
Worthington Conservation 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing in response to a Request 
for Determination of Applica-
bility (RDA) regarding the work 
associated with the installation 
of an agricultural fence within a 
wetland and buffer zone, as part 
of a proposed ground-mounted 
solar photovoltaic facility at 
190 Ridge Road.

The Hearing will be held 
Monday, November 17, 2025, 
at 7:00 PM in the Selectboard 
meeting room at Town Hall, 
160 Huntington Road. 
11/06/2025

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING
Town of Worthington

Planning Board
The Worthington Planning 

Board will hold a Public Hear-
ing regarding a Special Permit 

application from BWC Wades 
Stream, LLC / BlueWave So-
lar for a Large-Scale Ground 
Mounted Solar Photovoltaic 
Installation at 190 Ridge Road.  
The proposed project overlaps 
the Water Supply Protection 
District, therefore requiring a 
Special Permit.

The Hearing will be held 
Thursday, November 20, 2025, 
at 6:30 PM, at the Worthington 
Town Hall.  Remote public ac-
cess will be provided utilizing 
GoToMeeting virtual software: 
https://www.gotomeet.me/Plan-
ningBoard.  To attend via phone 
dial (224) 501-3412; access 
code: 845-552-877.

The full proposal, including 
plans, can be reviewed at the 
Worthington Town Hall, 160 
Huntington Road, Worthing-
ton, between 10 AM and 2 PM, 
Monday through Friday.  Please 
contact Katrin Kaminsky at 
(413) 238-5577 x110 or town-
clerk@worthington-ma.us for 
more information about review-
ing the application. 
11/06, 11/13/2025

PUBLIC NOTICES




