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public notices
STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

SUPERIOR COURT 
JUVENILE MATTERS 
ORDER OF NOTICE

NOTICE TO: Shawn Ross 
LKA 8 Dunham Avenue Ware, 
MA 01082 

of parts unknown.
Commitment of minor 

child(ren) of the above named 
or vesting of custody and care 
of said child(ren) of the above 
named in a lawful, private or 
public agency or a suitable and 
worthy person. The petition 
whereby the court’s decision can 
affect your parental rights, if any, 
regarding minor child(ren) will 
be heard on: 08/06/2025 at 3:00 
p.m. at SCJM 81 Columbia Av-
enue, Willimantic, CT 06226.

Therefore, ORDERED, that 
notice of the hearing of this pe-
tition be given by publishing this 
Order of Notice once, immedi-
ately upon receipt, in the: Ware 
River News, a newspaper having 
a circulation in the town/city of: 
Ware, MA.

Hon. Nicole Anker (Anker, Ni-
cole)   Tracey L. Doulens, Depu-
ty Clerk  Date signed: 7/23/25

RIGHT TO COUNSEL: Upon 
proof of inability to pay for a 

lawyer, the court will provide 
to you by the Chief Public De-
fender.  Request for an attorney 
should be made immediately in 
person, by mail, or by fax at the 
court office where your Hearing 
is to be held.

If you are named as the alleged 
genetic parent of the child, you 
have the right to appear before 
the court on the date and time 
indicated and perfect your par-
entage in accordance with the 
Connecticut Parentage Act. 

If you fail to appear in court on 
the date and time indicated, the 
court may enter orders concern-
ing your parentage.
07/31/2025

Storage Auction
In accordance with the pro-

visions of the Massachusetts 
General Law 105A, in order to 
satisfy past due rents and other 
expenses, the contents of Kerri 
Tinker will be auctioned off at 
Secure Storage, 70 Boston Post 
Rd., Warren, Mass on 8/16/25 
at 9:00 a.m.

The contents of Gerry Van 
Pelt, Julie Figueroa, Ashley 
Apraham, Brian Alves, Michael 
Murphy and Bernadette Carberry 
will be auctioned off at Secure 
Storage, 167 West St., Ware, 
Mass on 8/16/25 at 9:30 a.m.

Any questions or inquiries call 
413-800-6278. 
07/24, 07/31/2025

Town of Ware
Conservation Commission 
Notice of Public Hearing

The Ware Conservation Com-
mission will hold a Public Hear-
ing on Wednesday, August 13. 
2025 at 6:30 P.M. pursuant to 
the Wetlands Protection Act, 
M.G.L. 131 c40. The hearing 
will include consideration of a 
Notice of Intent {NOI) by Mark 
& Susan Cote for removal of the 
existing house, construction of 
a new house, garage and septic 
system, and landscaping at 39 
Beaver Road. Said hearing will 
be held in the Selectmen’s Meet-
ing Room, Town Hall, 126 Main 
Street, Ware, MA 01082. To view 

application and related plans, 
please contact the Conservation 
office at 413.967.9648. 

Pursuant to MGL Chapter 4, 
Section 13, a copy of this legal 
notice can be found on the Mas-
sachusetts Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) website: 
http://masspublicnotices.org.  
07/31/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.
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Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Ware River News

Parents and educators 
questioned if flannel paja-
ma-style pants and flip-flops 
would be allowed in the pro-
posed dress code, citing the 
affordability of these items 
for many of the low-income 
families. Others discussed 
whether a sports bra would 
be permissible to wear as a 
top in the classroom, or slip-
pers with outdoor soles as 
shoes. 

“We need to find a bal-
ance,” Whitham said. 

School Committee mem-
ber Aaron Sawabi said it 
makes sense to have a stan-
dard of how students should 
dress in the learning environ-
ment. 

A parent also brought up 
students wearing ears and 
tails to school, and asked 
if that would be considered 
part of the dress code. School 
Committee members will 
research if this falls under 
costumes or cosplay, or if it 
would fall under Title VI for 
identity. 

Whitham also shared con-
cerns about dress code being 
tied to modesty or morality, 
rather than professionalism. 

The current dress code 
policy does not have a stan-
dard for teachers.  This 
would need to be negotiated 
with the union if the School 
Committee expands the exist-
ing policy to include staff. 

“In our current contracts, 
we don’t have a dress code 
for staff,” Ware Middle 
School Principal Kimberly 
Thompson said. 

Whitham said she will 

continue researching the 
dress code policy, including 
the use of slippers and cos-
tumes. She will also gath-
er diagrams used by other 
school districts that show 
the definition of acceptable 
shirts, pants and shorts, etc. 

“Obviously this is going 
to take some back and forth 
conversation,” Whitham said. 

T h e  h e a r i n g  a l s o 
addressed the school district’s 
cell phone policy.

High School Principal 
Scott Slattery recommend-
ed having a location in each 
classroom to store students 
cell phones during learning 
time. 

A teacher at Stanley M. 
Koziol Elementary School 
said smart watches have been 
an issues with the younger 
students.

Parents surveyed about the 
cell phone policy noted that 
they were largely unfamil-
iar with the current policy. 
Most parents agreed that stu-
dents should only be allowed 
access to cell phones during 
passing periods and lunch 
time, but prohibited from 
using them in the classroom 
during learning time. 

The School Committee 
said they should look at cre-
ating three tiers to the cell 
phone policy, to address spe-
cific needs in each school.

The School Committee 
closed the public hearing and 
will continue work to amend 
the existing dress code and 
cell phone use policies. 

Athletic handbook 
Athletic Director Thomas 

Shamgochian said having 
an athletic handbook would 

be good due to the changing 
climate in athletics across 
the commonwealth. He said 
Slattery sent out a letter to 
building staff seeking volun-
teers to form a committee to 
work on the handbook, but 
didn’t receive any replies.

“Mr. Slattery and I have 
been working together to 
make an athletic handbook,” 
Shamgochian said.

The draft handbook is 
16 pages long and mirrors 
MIAA policies as well as dis-
trict policies. 

“Before we continue to 
work on it, I think we just 
need more direction,” he said.

Shamgochian said the 
handbook also outlines aca-
demic requirements and eli-
gibility, athletic awards, reg-
istration and tryouts, how to 
find the team schedules, con-
cussion and injury policies, 
communication and chain of 
command, practice and game 
attendance, daily attendance 
policy, substance and chem-
ical use, hazing, weather, 
recruiting and college play, 
discipline, transportation and 
more.

“It’s pretty in depth,” he 
said. 

The draft will be reviewed 
by Director  of  Student 
Services Dr. Ginger Colman 
and the school committee’s 
legal counsel before adop-
tion.

 Budget update
Andy Paquette of TMS, 

Inc. provided an update to 
the close of fiscal year 2025’s 
budget. This includes end of 
year transfers.

“We’re doing out reconcil-

iation and closeout with the 
town,” he said. “Reviewing 
end of year purchase orders.”

Paquette said the balances 
being carried over into FY 
26 are slightly lower than 
anticipated due to the amount 
of Circuit Breaker received 
being higher than expected. 
He said this won’t have any 
adverse impact on FY 26.

“By law, you’re only 
allowed to carry over a cer-
tain amount, so we actual-
ly had to use more Circuit 
Breaker than we anticipated 
because we got more,” he 
said. 

Paquette said there is 
still a balance in the trans-
portation account because 
the business office is wait-
ing for the last quarter of 
McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act transportation 
expenses. He said there will 
be a portion of the balance 
returned to the town from 
that account. 

MOA for interim 
asst. principal

The School Committee 
s igned  a  memorandum 
of agreement for grade six 
teacher Steven Alaownis 
who will serve as the inter-
im assistant principal in Ware 
Middle School for the 2025-
2026 school year. Alaownis 
will have the option to return 
to his teaching position for 
the 2026-2027 school year. 

Surplus equipment
Thompson said the middle 

school had created a three-
year plan to replace the desks 
in the school, but with the 
savings in the budget from 

not having three significant 
staff members since March 
has allowed them to purchase 
all of the desks and chairs 
now.

“New desks should be 
here on the 13th of August,” 
Thompson said. “But it 
leaves us with a lot of desks.”

Techno logy  Di rec to r 
Michael Brown also had a 
list of surplus items, includ-
ing four Dell computer carts, 
28 Chromebooks, wireless 
access points, phones, projec-
tors and servers that are now 
obsolete.

The School Committee 
voted to declare these items 
as surplus equipment and will 
first offer them to the town 
before removing or disposing 
of them.  

Interim superintendent 
search

The School Committee 
discussed questions to use 
during the interim superin-
tendent search interviews. A 
list of 15 questions was com-
piled. 

Winslow said the selec-
tion, discussion, interview 
and vote to appoint an inter-
im superintendent will all 
occur in open meetings. 

“We can eliminate candi-
dates in advance based on the 
posting that we did,” he said. 
“We will only give interviews 
to those that qualify and meet 
out criteria.”

Fireworks
The town’s fireworks 

event will be held on school 
grounds with viewing from 
the football field on Saturday, 
Aug. 9 with a rain date of 

Sunday, Aug. 10. The fire-
works show is expected to 
start at 9 p.m. 

The event will also feature 
Charlie Lask performing as 
Neil Diamond prior to the 
fireworks show from 7-8:45 
p.m. There will also be fam-
ily friendly fun including 
inflatables and bounce hous-
es, a dunk tank and kickball 
game.

Parking will be available 
at the neighboring National 
Guard site. 

“It’s going to be a lot of 
fun,” Fireworks Committee 
member Dan Flynn said. 

Banner advertisement 
update

Resident Frank Bateman 
presented his recommenda-
tions for changes to the ban-
ner advertisement program at 
the athletic field.

“I think you may be better 
off not offering the banners 
to come through the school,” 
he said.

Bateman said it  adds 
another layer of responsibili-
ty for staff at the school, and 
it may be better to have the 
businesses work directly with 
banner vendors.

He said he didn’t have any 
cost recommendations for the 
banners, but that someone 
needs to put together a map 
of the fence line and manage 
the leased banner spots.

Bateman said his rec-
ommendation is that veter-
ans organizations should be 
exempt from paying the costs 
to hang banners at Veterans 
Field. 

POLICY from page 1

and beautiful interior. The 
color of the exterior of the 
car was unique, being in 
an audi grey color. Day 
also added emblems to the 
Camaro, says it “makes the 
side of the car prettier.” 

During her first time 
entering a car into the Car 
Show, Day said she enjoyed 
seeing a lot of vintage cars 
dating back to the 1950s. 

One of the rarest cars fea-
tured in Janine’s Car Show 
was a 1941 Blue Plymouth 
P12 Special Deluxe. Mark 
Smith of Chicopee has 
owned the car for five years 
and has been involved with 
cars his whole life. The 
Plymouth is one of 11 cars 
Smith owns in total. The 
Plymouth is the oldest car he 
owns and estimates its value 
at around $35,000. 

When Smith purchased 
the car he began doing 
upgrades. The car has new 
interior, steering, and wheels. 
Smith said he still drives the 
car when he can.

“I drive it everywhere,” 
Smith said.

One of the oldest cars in 
this year’s show was a 1923 
Ford Model T, owned by 
David and Jill Dal Zovo of 
Westfield. This 102-year-
old car came in bright yel-
low with a brown box as the 
trunk. Jill Dal Zovo said the 
seating in the car is quite 

comfortable. 
“It’s like sitting on a 

couch,” Dal Zovo said. 
Another newcomer to 

the Janine’s Car Show this 
year was Kris Brown of 
Wilbraham, who brought his 
1976 Trans Am. Brown is a 
member of the Smokey and 
the Bandit Trans Am Club 
and has been doing car shows 
almost as long as he has 
owned the Trans Am. 

Earlier this year, Brown 
went to a car show in Epping, 
New Hampshire and brought 
the Trans Am. Brown had his 
membership plaque on dis-
play under the hood of the 
Trans Am as well as a calen-
dar picture where the car was 
featured for one month. 

Many visitors took pic-
tures of the Trans Am as 
Brown agreed “The car is the 
show.” Brown also shared a 
picture of his Trans Am next 
to a replica 18-wheel truck 
that resembles the truck that 
was featured in the 1977 film 
“Smokey and the Bandit”. 

CAR SHOW from page 8

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

The front view of a 1955 Chevrolet Model 210, owned by Tony Kozlik of Ware. 

This year’s 20th Annual 
Janine’s Frostee Car Show 
T-shirts. Previous year 
T-shirts were available as 
well.
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